
 

 

President Susan Connor 

1431 CR 800 N 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

(217) 259 –1649 

radtech20032003@yahoo.com 

Greetings to my sisters in Christ across the IGRC Conference. 

We are a wonderful community that never ceases to amaze me. 

My first year as IGRC UMW President has begun with many of 

the same challenges we finished 2020 with. Less travel and less 

expense to attend meetings are some of the good things hap-

pening. More technology and wifi challenges are among the 

less good. For strength and encouragement, I am turning to 

Proverbs 3:5-6: Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Lean not on 

your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and 

He shall direct your paths. 

After reviewing 10 districts of Mission Today Reports, I am en-

couraged by the IGRC women as well. Many of our members, 

like me, are accepting the new online meetings. Still able to give 

to local needs, such as a food pantry,  and national programs 

that help and support women, children and youth, like Lessie 

Bates Davis Neighborhood House and Cunningham Children’s 

Home and Red Bird Mission. Some units still sponsor mission-

aries this past year. Some are doing an awesome job of becom- 
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Continued from page 1 

ing informed and seeking spiritual growth through the Reading Program. Many units and individuals 

gave to the Legacy Fund. Some units have kept the Post Office busy delivering cards of encourage-

ment and thinking of you. Much has been done but there is still much to do. 

Nationally the UMW has been named a Game Changer. We received this community partner award 

from the Family Values at Work because of our support by letters, cards and phone calls, for it’s 

Paid Family and Medical Leave Campaign. This was part of the Living Wage for All campaign focus-

ing on economic equality.  More info on helping when the bill is reintroduced in 2021 is on the Na-

tional UMW Webpage. 

I hope all celebrated Black History Month in some fashion. I found some good Black History Month 

items in an Oriental Trading catalog! If you didn’t celebrate in February, you can still share infor-

mation and concerns at later meetings. The Coalition on Human Needs states that Racism is a pub-

lic health crisis. For centuries, structural racism in the US has harmed Black and Brown communities 

and served as a major barrier to health equity. I encourage you to read the Social Action category 

book “So You Want to Talk About Race” by Ijeoma Oluo and the Leadership category book “Anxious 

to Talk About It: Helping White Christians Talk Faithfully About Racism” by Carolyn B. Helsel. Both 

books in the UMW Reading program list. 

March is designated as Women’s History Month and includes March 22 as World Water Day and 

March 23 as United Day of Giving. This year’s theme is “Year of Hope.” Please take that opportunity 

to give to the Legacy Endowment Fund. We are just a little over half way to meeting the $60,000 

goal. 

The calendar opens many opportunities to bring the needs of women, children and youth into your 

unit meetings. March will be a great month to open conversations about Climate Justice. Did you 

know that that the UMW website has podcasts to keep you informed? Jan 13
th
 topic was “Creating a 

Sustainable Lifestyle.” Did you know that the UMW has an Office of Economic and Environmental 

Justice? They also have a monthly Just Energy for All webcast that you can sign up for through the 

UMW National Website. 

The Annual assembly of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference UMC will be virtual also this year. Our 

church leaders are not wanting to get over 1000 people in the same room. They also doubt the Peo-

ria Convention Center would be available to us. I will still be sharing the goals of the UMW with the 

members of Annual Conference through a video that will be scheduled to air the same week as the 

rest of the IGRC UMC activities in June.  

Mission u will be virtual this year with a study on the School to Prison Pipeline. Push Out: The Crimi-

nalization of Black Girls in School is one of the study books and an excellent eye opening book. I 

hope you will join me in the online learning videos and on the online discussion days. The Mission u 

team is diligently working to make this a valuable experience. Perhaps, Covid-19 restrictions permit-

ting, you could gather a small group of UMW women and friends at your local church or someone’s 

living room to view on computer or projector. See details further on in this newsletter.  

So, if you were ever questioning that you make a difference, I am here to proclaim that You make a 

difference. Everything you do for Christ Jesus makes a difference, in your home, in the church,  



 

UMW Friends, 

I was privileged to attend the United Methodist Women’s Leadership Develop-

ment Days 2021.  What a privilege to share in worship, learning and networking 

with my UMW sisters. 

Plans are underway for the UMW Assembly 2022 - May 20-22, 2022 in Orlan-

do, Florida, it will be a great experience.  The theme is “Turn IT UP.”  The scrip-

tures to be used are: James 2:14-18, Matthew 9:16-17 and Matthew 11:28.  

Early registration will be September 1 – November 30, 2021 with the cost $330 

which includes two meals.  Hotels range from $149 to $189 per night for up to 

four people.  Assembly is a promise for an incredible personal faith journey 

through community building, training for action and visioning for a bright future. 

I encourage you to be in prayer for this meeting and plan to attend. 

March 23, 2021 is a day of giving with the opportunity to give to the United 

Methodist Women Legacy Fund.  The theme is “Our Year of Hope.”  You can 

go online to the United Methodist Women website, or give by mail, United 

Methodist Women National Office, 475 Riverside Drive 15
th
 Floor, Attn: LEGA-

CY New York, NY 10115. Together, we are building our legacy, celebrating the 

legacy of the courageous women who founded this mission movement, as well 

as the legacy that today’s members will leave for future generations of United 

Methodist women, to create their legacy to carry the mission of faith, hope, love 

in action forward in the world for years to come.  

Alice Staley 

around your community and around the world. Never forget you are a part of a great Community of 

Women whose purpose is to know God, to experience Freedom as whole persons, to be creative, 

supportive, to expand mission by your participation of prayer, giving and activity in the ministry to 

Jesus around the world.  

God Bless you, 

Susan Connor  

Pres IGRC UMW 

Program Advisory Group Alice Staley 

1602 N Lee St 

Bloomington, IL 61701 

(309) 829 –9252 

alicestaley@comcast.net 



 



 

Hello! I’m thrilled to be stepping into the Conference VP role this year. Though I’m no Sue Coons, I 

shall do my best to carry on and organize programming around UMW’s issue priorities of Racial 

Justice and Climate Justice in this quadrennium. It is my hope that in the next 4 years, our members 

will see how the two are connected, and that when we work toward a more just world, we can 

achieve both.  

To that end, in December 2020, I applied for and received funds for the UMW National Office to 

complete a Just Energy for All project in our conference. It’s long been a dream of mine to put solar 

panels on Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House in East St. Louis. LBDNH is one of our National 

Mission Institutions and serves people living in an environmental justice and low-income community. 

Through this project we can bring energy savings and job training to the community and take a step 

toward justice for East St. Louis. UMW will be working with Faith in Place and NAACP to make this 

project happen and educate the community on solar energy. By applying for Illinois Solar for All 

funding, this project will have no up-front cost to LBDNH. You can learn more about the Illinois Solar 

for All program by going to https://www.illinoissfa.com/.  

To learn more about how to support this project and the Just Energy for All campaign from UMW, 

our Personal Growth Study will be focused on Climate Justice in 2021. Because of my close work 

with the National Office as a Be Just Be Green Jurisdiction Guide for North Central Jurisdiction for 

the past 4 years, I’ll be facilitating the study myself. It will be available in-person (following public 

health safety guidelines) as well as through Zoom beginning in March. I’ve connected with district 

leaders to schedule events and formalize details. Watch your email for your district’s registration 

details. 

In connection, 

Christina  

Vice President Christina Krost 

3 Western Avenue Heights 

Mattoon, IL 61938 

(217) 343 –4899 

christina.krost@gmail.com 

Cache--April 17 by video recording  

Sangamon--May 4 on Zoom  

Mississippi--May 8 (TBD) 

Illinois--October 23  (TBD)  

Embarras--March 8: Neoga Grace UMC, in-person 

Kaskaskia--March 11: Bridgeport UMC, format TBD 

Spoon and Lamoine--March 13 on Zoom  

Vermillion--March 18 on Zoom  

Iroquois--March 20 on Zoom  

Dates 

https://www.faithinplace.org/
https://www.naacp.org/environmental-climate-justice-about/
https://www.illinoissfa.com/
https://www.illinoissfa.com/


 

Treasurer Louella Christensen 

200 E Wurl Lane 

Altamont, IL 62411 

(618) 315 –8020 

mail2lou@mac.com 

United Methodist Women Constitution and Bylaws tell us each Unit is to set an annual Mission 

Pledge goal and work to meet it.  What we give in the five Mission Giving channels funds the budget 

that supports United Methodist Women programs here and around the world.  Our continued 

support for Mission is critical, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Let me or your District 

Treasurer know if you want more information about where the money goes. 

 

Has your Unit set a 2021 Unit Pledge Goal? 

Setting a Pledge goal is especially hard this year.  Just do your best to estimate what the unit hopes 

to give in the five Mission Giving channels.  Then report that to your District Treasurer.  Districts will 

be meeting in the next two months to make any needed revisions to 2021 District Pledge goals and 

budgets and to set 2022 Pledge goals and budgets.  Unit Pledge goals provide important 

information to use in this process. 

In 2020 (during the pandemic), 200 Units, 3 

Districts and the Conference met our Pledge 

goals! 

This was a miracle, ladies! 

 

Thank you for making 

UMW Mission happen! 

 



 

Have questions about archiving financial records? 

Unit and district treasurers give the same records to their secretary for archiving.  The secretary 

needs the budget, annual financial reports and all Finance Committee minutes (if applicable).  Unit 

annual financial reports may vary but will include at least an annual treasurer’s report and annual 

audit (or financial review) report.  Contact your District Treasurer if you need a copy of the unit audit 

form.  District annual financial reports will include the annual remittance summary, annual 

composite report, financial analysis data report, unit award list and annual audit (or financial review) 

report. 

Unit records are archived by the local church.  District and Conference records are now sent to: 

Thank you for answering God’s call to be in Mission with women, children and youth.  Stay safe!  I 

am praying for you. 

Archives and Historical Society 

Attn: Kenyon Reed, Archivist 

c/o Wesley United Methodist Church 

1602 Salem Road  

Mount Vernon, IL 62864  

Ph: 217-299-4486 

Email: archives@igrc.org 

 

Contact Kenyon Reed before 

sending materials to be archived. 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, The Bridge is currently 

being distributed electronically only. 

The Bridge is published 3 times a year: March, June, 

and September. Please let me know if your email 

address changes. 

Please forward copies of this newsletter and post 

publicly to share with those who are interested.  

Newsletter questions or contributions: 

igrcumwbridge@gmail.com 

Stay Healthy! Denise  

Communication Coordinator Denise Caparula 

522 S Poplar St 

Manteno, IL 60950 

(815) 474 –3659 

denisecaparula@gmail.com 



 

Secretary of Program Resources Diane Goff 

89 County Rd 475 E 

Grayville, IL 62844 

(618) 375 –7824 

dianehgoff@gmail.com 

Reading is one of the greatest sources of joy in the lives of many of 

us; what’s more, it is one of the few pleasures that we have been able 

to safely pursue during the time of COVID.  I was raised in a family of 

readers and my brothers and I concur that reading is probably one of 

the primary reasons we are more accepting of persons of different 

cultures and races than many of those around us.  We became 

acquainted with “the other” through their stories- their struggles and 

their accomplishments alike.  We developed empathy, compassion 

and a sense of justice.  When they were mistreated, we were 

righteously indignant.  When they were made to feel shame, we too 

blushed.  When they rejoiced, our spirits soared with theirs.  We 

learned that both they and we are human beings and children of God.  

That history and knowledge provides a protective shield against 

misinformation and hateful rhetoric even today.  

Promoting reading about the lives and the conditions of those who 

have not shared our own upbringing and privilege is likely one of the 

primary reasons United Methodist Women today share an 

organizational history of racial and social justice steeped in spirituality 

and action that is unsurpassed.  It gives me tremendous pride to 

participate in efforts of other organizations that struggle to understand 

and make others understand the importance of breaking down 

barriers that artificially separate us by color, race, culture or place of 

origin: I can speak up and say United Methodist Women has been 

doing that for over a century. So, yes, I am looking forward to this 

year as Secretary of Program Resources. 

We are certainly not limited to hardcopy books any more- although 

they are still available for those of us who enjoy the feel of a book in 

our hands.  My daughter gave me a Kindle when I retired last year.  

Although at first I scoffed at the very idea, I read it without ceasing for 

almost two months (for the most part without cost as well, because of 

the numerous books that are available for use free).  Since Nina kept 

us so well informed last year, we can wait until next newsletter to talk 

about what else is available.  
Continued next page 



 

For now, I realize that some of you are anxious to get started reading for Mission u in July. These 

are the study books you will need. 

Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools  by 

Monique W. Morris is the Social Issue study.  It is available 

through numerous outlets such as bookstores, e-stores and 

even libraries.  It is not available through UMW program 

resources. . 

Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the Church’s 

Moral Witness through Radical Discipleship written by 

Darryl W. Stephens is the Spiritual Growth study.  The 

book is available through the UMW website https://

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-studies and is 

available for Kindle through amazon.com. 

Hopefully you were able to “attend” the Spiritual Growth Retreat which featured the study from last 

year Finding Peace in an Anxious World, a Spiritual Growth Study by staff of the Urban Village 

Church.  I thought that anxiety levels could not get much higher than they were in 2020, but here we 

are!  The study remains instructive for current conditions: if you missed the Retreat, look up the book 

anyway. 

“We pray that God may lead us into the kin-dom life, a life of justice and equality, a life of love and 

mutuality, a life of love for creation.”  Colleen Caldwell, Order of Deaconess and Home Missioner, 

retired.  From United Methodist Women’s Prayer Calendar 2021. 

• Share the program with United 

Methodist Women members and 

members of the community 

• Help people attain books 

• Connect with local and district groups 

• Display a progress chart in your 

church 

• Pray 

• Advocate for tangible change: many of 

our program books address our 

mission focuses 

Tips for Increasing Participation 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-studies
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-studies
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram


 

Membership Nurture & Outreach Kay Fisher 

324 S Center Ave 

Bradley, IL 60915 

(815) 932 –9605 

kay9605@yahoo.com 

As you may know by now, the former Unit Census Report (membership count) is now the “Unit 

Survey”. This year, we are asking the unit presidents to complete the survey online and self-select 

in what area(s) their members/units are thriving. This will help influence what it means to “thrive” at 

the district and unit level as well as inform the national office and conference leadership on 

strengths and areas for improvement. 

Please find someone in your unit to complete the “2020 Unit Survey” so that we will have all of our 

units in the database. 

Thank you to every member of our local units for all of your hard work. The “2020 Unit Survey” link 

can be found on the United Methodist Women’s website and you can click on this direct link: 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2020   

If no one in your unit has access to the internet, you might be able to check with your church office 

to see if they could help you to go online to fill out the survey. I have filled out the information for my 

unit, and it took less than 15 minutes. 

Please let your district Membership Nurture & Outreach coordinator when your unit has completed 

the survey. You can also let me know at kay9605@yahoo.com 

The final deadline for reporting will be March 30, 2021. 

Find us on the web! 

http://www.igrc.org/umw 

https://www.facebook.com/IGRCUMW/ 

Upcoming Podcasts: 

• Thursday, March 4 at 2:00 pm ET: Faith Talks: 

Women in Leadership  

• Thursday, March 18 at 2:00 pm ET: Faith Talks: 

Soul Care  

Did You Know That There is a United Methodist Women Podcast? 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2020
mailto:kay9605@yahoo.com?subject=Unit%20Survey


 

General Conference organizers announced that the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly — long 

postponed by pandemic — must wait to meet another year. The global gathering is now scheduled 

Aug. 29-Sept. 6, 2022, in Minneapolis. 

At the same time, the Council of Bishops has announced a special one-day General Conference on 

May 8. 

The special global gathering has only 12 pieces of legislation before it — all basically intended to 

help the church function until the full General Conference meets.  

The virtual gathering is to form a quorum to suspend the rules and allow paper balloting. The vote 

on suspending the rules will be online. But after the online meeting's adjournment, the delegates will 

have an extended period in which to vote by paper ballot on the 12 legislative items. 

Those ballots will be mailed in, with results to be announced by July 13. 

“The exclusive use of paper ballots will allow for the fullest participation of delegates from across the 

denomination,” said Council of Bishops President Cynthia Fierro Harvey in a statement. “This is why 

the convened session online must be confined solely to gaining permission for the mailed-in paper 

ballots.” 

Not on the agenda is any proposal to split the denomination, including the much-endorsed Protocol 

of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation. 

By Heather Hah, February 25, 2021. Read more at umnews.org. 

TEXAS WINTER STORM UPDATE:  

As the needs in Texas continue, so does 

support from UMCOR.  

Emergency funding is supporting relef efforts 

in the Texas, Central Texas, and North Texas 

annual conferences. Flood assessments are 

ongoing and cleaning kits are making their way 

to communities where burst pipes hav caused 

damage to homes, buildings, and churches. 

UMCOR-trained local Emergency Response 

Teams (ERTs) are gearing up and will begin 

responding later in the week. 

We remain in prayer with those who weathered 

and are still weathering, the aftermath of this 

severe winter storm. 

SUPPORT U.S. DISASTER RESPONSE: 

https://umcmission.org/advance-

project/901670  
Credit: Courtesy of the Texas Annual Conference 

and Friendswood UMC 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/general-conference-postponed-until-2022
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/901670?fbclid=IwAR1ie5bHZ0S8MOLuRPqJWYNSj91yEIiVFARLwkNMRv_cJy_ZON9yTS1vBMI
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/901670?fbclid=IwAR1ie5bHZ0S8MOLuRPqJWYNSj91yEIiVFARLwkNMRv_cJy_ZON9yTS1vBMI


 

Social Action Caroline M Jones 

25 Elk Court 

Washington, IL 61571 

(309) 453 –3729 

jonesteach1@att.net 

United Methodist Women will focus on two campaigns, Just Energy for All and Interrupting the 

School-to-Prison Pipeline in the 2021-2024 Quadrennium. We are winding down our five-year focus 

on Economic Inequality and the Living Wage Campaign, grateful for the work that hundreds of 

United Methodist Women members have done in this area. 

Foundation of Campaigns as United Methodist Women 

For more than 150 years, Methodist women organized for mission have worked in the name of 

Jesus to take positions on social justice issues and change legislation, systems, structures and 

practices considered unjust and oppressive. These bold foremothers advocated to end lynching, 

improve women’s health, raise women’s status in society, organize for fair wages and benefits for 

workers and families and adopt the Charter for Racial Justice. Today, we continue to build on this 

foundation as we work to end maternal mortality, attain a living wage for all, interrupt the school-to-

prison pipeline and ensure energy that is just for all. As United Methodist Women of the 21st 

century, we are called to be bold in our witness, working to dismantle systems of oppression and 

build, together, a better world.  

Our Biblical Foundations 

The Bible teaches us that all creation is God’s and “very good” in and of itself (Genesis 1:31). It 

teaches that God created humankind in God’s image—all humankind (Genesis 1:27). We don’t yet 

live in a society that treats God’s creation with dignity and respect. We still live in a world where 

institutional structures and social relations oppress people and defy the will of God. Yet the Bible 

tells the story of God always and everywhere at work for liberation and healing, justice and peace. 

When asked what was the greatest commandment, Jesus answered:  



 

The early Christian community recognized the vitality of this call. Christianity is not just something 

we believe, it is also something we practice. We are called to be “doers of the word, and not merely 

hearers” (James 1:22). We are called to a living faith—a faith that makes itself known by its fruits. 

Indeed, God is always at work to make change in the world, appearing in unexpected ways and 

reversing the norms of “polite” society to ensure abundant life and wholeness for all.  

To love our neighbor—and ourselves—means more than just providing care and comfort in times of 

suffering; to love our neighbor as ourselves we must change the systems that do harm in the first 

place. This was a vital message of Jesus’ ministry, challenging the existing social order, proclaiming 

God’s reign:  

Our Methodist Heritage 

Our United Methodist heritage reflects a history of commitment to vital discipleship and social action. 

John Wesley strongly emphasized the Christian life as a combination of faith and love put into 

practice. The United Methodist Church affirms these same beliefs today: By joining heart and hand, 

we assert that personal religion, evangelical witness, and Christian social action are reciprocal and 

mutually reinforcing. Scriptural holiness entails more than personal piety; love of God is always 

linked with love of neighbor, a passion for justice and renewal in the life of the world. (The Book of 

Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2016, ¶102)  

Get Involved in Campaigns 

United Methodist Women’s national campaigns are a way for us to work together on shared goals 

across lines of difference and geographic distance. When we all come together and lift our voices to 

address a specific shared concern, we are far more likely to win measurable change for our 

communities. Prayerfully consider how God is calling you to join one of United Methodist Women’s 

campaigns.  

“Why United Methodist Women Engage in Social Action” was reprinted from  https://

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/whyunitedmethodistwomenengageinsocialaction.pdf 



 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community 

of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a 

creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the global ministries of the church.   

Because We Believe… 

United Methodist Women is deeply committed to the ongoing work of racial justice. We seek to be in 

right relationship with one another. We work together for the transformation of church and world, 

following the teaching and example of Jesus Christ. To learn more about our racial just work: 

• Access the Charter for Racial Justice  

• Explore our history  

• Learn more about mass incarceration and the criminalization of communities of color  

• Connect with our current campaign to interrupt the school-to-prison pipeline  

• Meet the Racial Justice Charter support team 

• Download the Racial Justice Toolkit: Tools for Leaders: Resources for Racial Justice 

• Read the book So you want to talk about race and sign up for a free online course 

• Find resources for Black History Month 

• Check out additional recommended resources to learn more! 

Reprinted from https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice 

• Just Mercy 

• Same Different As Me 

• Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 

• The Hate U Give 

Movies Available to Rent: 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/rjtimeline
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racial-justice/mass-incarceration
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racial-justice/school-to-prison-pipeline
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racial-justice/team
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/download-resources/racial-justice-tools-for-leaders.pdf
http://umw.convio.net/site/MessageViewer?em_id=4991.0&dlv_id=8777
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/black-history-month
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice/racialjusticeresourcelist.pdf
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Upcoming Important Dates! 
 

March 19-20: IGRC United Methodist Women Leadership Team 

June 10-12: IGRC United Methodist Church Annual Conference 

July 9-10: IGRC United Methodist Women Leadership Team 

July 17-21: Mission u, Virtual 

October 1: IGRC United Methodist Women Leadership Team 

October 2: IGRC United Methodist Women Annual Gathering  

Please watch your District newsletters for District event dates! 

Please feel free to make copies of this newsletter - either individual pages, or the complete 

issue - for others in your districts and units who would be interested in the information! 


