
JULY 1-17:  
Three recorded sessions of each study 
available on the conference website  
(Viewing times to be chosen by Participant) 

JULY 17-20:  
Participant chooses interactive closing 
session from options listed for each study 
(See inside of brochure) 

...A Virtual Mission Event 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference
of the

The Mission u Committee has worked hard to bring 
the best instructors and resources together to ensure 
an excellent school.  The study leaders are carefully 
chosen for the classes they will teach. We hope these 
studies will increase your knowledge of and interest in 
the mission of the Church.

In order to bring Mission u into your home or church 
or wherever you gather to experience it, we are relying 
on the Conference Communications team this year.  
That reliance will become obvious as you begin your 
Mission u process.  Obviously you (or someone you 
know) have already found this brochure.    

When you have decided to attend, you will go to 
http://www.igrc.org/umw-mission and click 
on the Mission u registration form; it will guide you 
through the process.  The registration fee this year 
is $75; you will also be asked if you want to make an 
offering which will be divided equally between Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House and Cunningham 
Children’s Home. If you are unable to use the website 
yourself, please ask any UMW who has access to the 
internet to do that for you.  If you are uncomfortable 
making payment by credit card through the conference 
website, you can mail a check payable to IGRC at: 
Mission U, IGRC, PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL 
62794-9207. 

If you need additional information, please contact 
Cinda or Stephen Pringle, Registrars:  
Email: cjp7685_2002@yahoo.com
Phone: 217-468-2265; 217-412-4286  
              or text only to 217-358-9987

or Diane Goff, Mission u Dean: 
Email: dianehgoff@hotmail.com 
Phone: 618-383-1573

WELCOME
uMISSION      will be what!?!...

Because of constraints forced by covid-19,  
this year’s Mission u will be virtual.  In an effort 
to make the studies as stress-free as possible 
for the participants, the format will consist of 
three prerecorded sessions to be viewed at your 
convenience between July 1 and the closing live 
session of the class as listed elsewhere in this 
brochure.  Each study will offer a choice of two 
times to attend a live, interactive (virtual) session 
to give participants opportunity to ask questions 
and engage in discussion.  You can access the 
entire program from your own home or you can 
congregate with others in your unit or district to 
view the segments together if permitted by state 
gathering guidelines at that time.  Check with 
your local or district president if you need to meet 
outside your home.

This is a new experience for many of us.  We hope 
that you will join us as we continue to make this 
important opportunity available despite these 
difficult circumstances. 

“But that’s not how we’ve always done it….”

We have incorporated numerous changes in an 
attempt to adapt to our present reality; other parts 
should look comfortingly familiar to those who 
have attended Mission u in the past.

We look forward to ‘seeing’ you in July.

MISSIONu2021

Learning Together 
for the Transformation 

of the World

“There’s far more here.”
2 COR. 4:16-18

http://www.igrc.org/umw-mission
mailto:cjp7685_2002%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:dianehgoff%40hotmail.com?subject=


Spiritual Growth Study:  
Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the 
Church’s Moral Witness through Radical Discipleship
Study leader:  Rev. Carol Lakota Eastin

In Jesus’ own words, he came to bring good news 
to the poor, release the captives, restore sight to the 
blind, and to let the oppressed go free. What is the 
responsibility of the church to follow Christ’s exam-
ple in word and deed? While these times might feel 
particularly turbulent, society has always confronted 
the church with challenging issues where she has 
had to discern how God was calling her. The church’s 
track record in these moments is far from perfect. 
The purpose of this study is to help the church and 
its members discern our call and bear witness to the 
will of God for a more just world.    
Written by Darryl W. Stephens 

Three 2-hour sessions will be available from July 1 
through July 20 for those who have registered.  A 
link will be sent to you with acknowledgement of 
registration.  After completing these three sessions, 
participants may choose either of the following 
interactive (virtual) closing sessions:

July 17 1:00- 3:00 p.m. OR
July 20 7:00-9:00 p.m.

REGISTRATION
The registration fee is $75 for all attendees

(fee includes both studies)
Deadline July 15

Name
Mailing Address
City

e-mail (yours or where you want to  receive information)

Preferred phone number
Local UMW unit 
District

Age:  Under 30 30-60 61+

Gender: Male Female

Are you: Clergy Lay Person

First time to attend?   Yes No

Study of choice?

Paid by: Conf Dist      Local Self

Amount paid   Date

First time attendees may be eligible for a scholarship from the 
conference UMW.  If you are interested, please include the following 
information as you register.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
Mission u 2021  deadline  June 1, 2021
Fill out the following only if you are applying for a scholarship and you 
are a first time lay (non-clergy) registrant.

Local Church (does not have to be UMC) 

Pastor 
Ethnicity (optional) 
If you are a pastor, year of ordination

Can be completed online or if mailing your registration, send to:

Mission U
Illinois Great Rivers Conference

PO Box 19207, 
Springfield, IL 62794-9207

MISSIONu2021
Social Issue Study:  
Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools
Study leaders:  Burena Howard and Mary Ann Harvey

Despite increased attention to the mass and over-
incarceration of black men, the plight of criminalized 
black women and girls is overlooked, underreported and 
under analyzed. Monique W. Morris’ Pushout shows how 
even with obstacles, stigmas, stereotypes and despair, 
black girls still find ways to breathe remarkable dignity 
into their lives in classrooms, juvenile facilities and 
beyond, and challenges the rest of us to do the same.
Written by Monique W. Morris

This study will put a personal female face on the mass 
incarceration studies from last year.  

As with the Spiritual Growth study, a link will be provided 
for three 2-hour sessions from July 1 through July 20 for 
those who have registered. After completing these three 
sessions, participants may choose either of the following 
interactive (virtual) closing sessions:

July 17 10:00 a.m. - noon OR
July 19 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Additional information can be found 
on the Mission u registration page:  

https://www.IGRC.org/umw-mission

Participants are responsible for getting their own books. We highly recommend that you read the book to receive maximum benefit from the 
study. You can borrow the book from a library or purchase the book through the UMW website www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-
study or for Kindle through www.amazon.com, the link for which is also on that UMW page, or the site of your choice. 

https://www.IGRC.org/umw-mission
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-study
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-study
http://www.amazon.com

