
 

 

President Susan Connor 

1431 CR 800 N 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

(217) 259 –1649 

radtech20032003@yahoo.com 

Today I bring you a message of Hope. I have Hope in our Lord, 

Jesus Christ and I have hope in the United Methodist Women of 

the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. I attended seven district 

Spring Meetings. Some were virtual, three in person with masks 

and social distancing. Each gave me a message of hope and 

encouragement that we are still actively participating in the care 

of women, children and youth throughout downstate Illinois and 

even into other states and countries. I thank the districts for in-

cluding me in their spring celebrations. I ask each district to con-

tinue to send their district newsletter to me and keep me updat-

ed on how I can attend other meetings in their district, especially 

the Fall Celebrations/Annual Meeting. 

I hope that those who attended the virtual Spiritual Growth study 

and the virtual Personal Growth study will let us know if you en-

joyed being able to attend without traveling, staying in a motel 

and eating foods you didn’t prepare yourself. Local units and 

District meetings have experienced Zoom and/or Lifesize meet-

ings. Although they can be challenging, they have also 
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Continued from page 1 

provided opportunities for participation not previously possible. As much as I personally Hope to be 

seeing all of you again at our gatherings, I understand the necessity of change. Please let me or an-

other conference officer know your constructive thoughts on going forward in Hope. 

Hope is present in the Mission u studies this year of Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom and Pushout: 

the Criminalization of Black Girls in School. I am in the process of reading the study books and have 

ordered, from the National UMW webpage, the children’s and youth leader’s books.  Like Sunday 

mornings the Youth sermon can speak to the heart as much as the adult version. I Hope to see you 

at this year’s Mission u virtual event on the discussion days over Lifesize on July 17 & 19 or 20
th
. 

This year you have options!!!  

In the Bearing Witness book we are reminded that the UMC Social Principles proclaim,  We recog-

nize, embrace, and affirm all persons, regardless of country of origin, as members of the family of 

God. “ and that we are drawn to bear witness to the most vulnerable persons in our community and 

to ensure that they have basic goods for survival. In Matthew 25:40 Jesus said, “Just as you did it to 

the least of these.. you did it to me.” And in Exodus 22:21-22, “You shall not wrong or oppress a res-

ident alien…You shall not abuse any widow or orphan.” Where do UMW members get their values? 

We get them straight from the Bible. So, I Hope you will go forward praising God, serving through 

the UMW and standing up for the Asian descendant American or the Black American or any that are 

considered less than. Now is the time to Hope for a more just future: Be it climate change related or 

economic justice related. Please join with me in my Hope. 

Blessing to you 

Susan Connor 

IGRC UMW President 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community 

of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a 

creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the global ministries of the church.   



 

Vice President Christina Krost 

3 Western Avenue Heights 

Mattoon, IL 61938 

(217) 343 –4899 

christina.krost@gmail.com 

Upcoming Podcasts: 

• Thursday, June 3 at 2:00 pm ET: Faith Talks: 

2021 Mission Study  

 

 

As I write this, the sun is shining and the spring breeze is blowing through my open office window. 

It’s my first spring in the Mattoon First UMC parsonage and I’m enjoying watching nature come 

alive on the prairie. I am thankful for the weather getting warmer so my family and I can spend 

more time outside with our new puppy in God’s good creation.  

I’m celebrating our successful Zoom events so far this year, like our VERY well attended Spiritual 

Growth Seminar on Finding Peace in an Anxious World in February and the Just Energy for All 

Personal Growth Seminars held all over the conference in March, April, and May. I am so thankful 

that IGRC United Methodist Women have embraced this new method of connection and 

communication. Though Zoom won’t replace in-person events once we’re safe to gather again, it is 

certainly a good option to include more women in our programs.  

This new way of gathering will extend to our 2021 Zoom 

Annual Gathering on October 2 from 10am-12pm. Our 

theme will be “We Are Connected”, focused on the Parable 

of the Good Samaritan found in Luke 10. We’ll review what 

we learned about Just Energy for All and renew our 

commitment to personal and systemic change in our homes 

and communities. I’ll also update you on the exciting Solar 

for All project at Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House. 

Be sure to invite all the women in your life to join us at our 

Annual Gathering and see what United Methodist Women is 

all about--faith, hope, and love in action!  

In connection, 

Christina  
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Recognition from National United Methodist Women 



 



 

Treasurer Louella Christensen 

200 E Wurl Lane 

Altamont, IL 62411 

(618) 315 –8020 

mail2lou@mac.com 

What we give in the five Mission Giving channels funds the budget that supports United Methodist 

Women programs here and around the world.  Our annual Pledge goal is the amount we estimate 

we will be able to give in the five channels during the year.  Realistic estimates make it possible to 

plan and budget appropriately so we do not over-obligate our funds.  It’s budget season!!! 

On April 29th, I participated in an online meeting with Conference Treasurers from across the United 

States.  National Treasurer Tamara Clark gave us some alarming news.  2021 Pledge goals were 

$1,138,300 less than those set in 2020.  She is worried that National may have to adjust the 2021 

budget. 

 

Has your Unit set a 2021 Unit Pledge Goal and are you thinking ahead to 2022? 

Tamara wanted to know if we expect 2022 Mission Pledge goals to go back up to pre-pandemic 

levels.  Hmmm, that is a good question.  Can we tell yet?  How goes the Mission in your area?  

United Methodist Women make 

Mission happen, but it takes planning 

and coordinated effort.  Due to the 

pandemic, we may have to find new 

ways to get our 2022 Pledge goals 

and budgets ready on time.  Good 

thing we are a creative, supportive 

fellowship!  Let’s get this done, 

ladies! Units, your current Pledge 

goals and past Mission Giving 

records help the District plan next 

year’s District Pledge goal and 

budget.  Please confirm that the 

District Treasurer knows your 2021 

Unit Pledge goal.  If possible, set 

your 2022 Unit Pledge goal in 

August or September of this year 

and report it to your District 

Treasurer before your 2021 District 

Annual Meeting. 

mailto:mail2lou@mac.com?subject=IGRC%20UMW


 

News to Share 

As you may have heard, Mission Resource Center is no longer sending Special Mission 

Recognition certificates when you order pins.  We have copies of the certificate templates from 

National Office if you want to print your own. 

There’s a change to the IGRC Archives address I shared in the March 2021 Bridge.  Due to 

confusion at the Post Office, Archivist Kenyon Reed now suggests Districts and the Conference use 

the 1601 Salem Road church address instead of 1602 Salem Road.  His updated contact 

information is: 

That’s it for now.  Thank you for answering God’s call to be in Mission with women, children and 

youth.  I am praying for you. 

Archives and Historical Society 

Attn: Kenyon Reed, Archivist 

c/o Wesley United Methodist Church 

1602 Salem Road  

Mount Vernon, IL 62864  

Ph: 217-299-4486 

Email: archives@igrc.org 

 

Contact Kenyon Reed before 

sending materials to be archived. 

Due to United Methodist Women’s focus and commitment 

to Climate Justice, The Bridge is distributed electronically. 

The Bridge is published 3 times a year: March, June, and 

September. Please let me know if your email address 

changes. 

Please forward copies of this newsletter and post 

publicly to share with those who are interested.  

Newsletter questions or contributions: 

igrcumwbridge@gmail.com 

Stay Healthy!  

Denise  

My cat isn’t new, but was jealous of Christina’s puppy! 

Communication Coordinator Denise Caparula 

522 S Poplar St 

Manteno, IL 60950 

(815) 474 –3659 

denisecaparula@gmail.com 
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Secretary of Program Resources Diane Goff 

89 County Rd 475 E 

Grayville, IL 62844 

(618) 375 –7824 

dianehgoff@gmail.com 

Now and then do you have a project to do for your local UMW unit or maybe something for a district 

meeting?  Do you need a little bit of a boost to help you decided what to do or how to get started?  

Well, I certainly have a suggestion for you!  Maybe it is something so simple (ha!) that you can find 

all the information you need in a book.   You will find a vast array of topics in the UMW reading 

program.  Go to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org and look through the reading list for this year…or 

last year…or- you get the idea, right?  What!!   Did I hear someone say they don’t like to read?!?  

Oh.  That’s too bad.   

In that case, go to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org and look through (listen through?) Voices from 

the Field, or Faith Talks.  They talk about issues:  you don’t have to read a word, just listen. 

No, you say it’s much worse than that?  You have to plan an event?  In that case, maybe you 

should consider going to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org and looking through some of the 

seminars, retreats, community projects, or actions for justice that have already been successfully 

worked up.  There could be some good suggestions there.  Could be! 

In fact, if you look at the following list of topics on the next page covered on the 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org website and start imagining possibilities, just wait until you get to 

the website itself!  There is a world of knowledge and information awaiting you. If you still have 

questions about any of the materials you find there, you are going to love the human resources 

available there—and they are quite willing to help you.  Yes, whether you want to suggest a book 

that you think should be included on next year’s reading list or you just need to know how to 

reference a quote from the prayer calendar, they have that information and will be happy to share it!    

What are you waiting for?  Register for Mission u at www.igrc.org/umw-mission and then (you 

guessed it!) go to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org and open your heart to someone in need, 

research God’s call on your life, host a UMW meeting, or start a movement! 

Blessings. 

mailto:dianehgoff@gmail.com?subject=IGRC%20UMW
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Program & Event Ideas:  Resources to help leaders plan meetings, dedications and public events. 

Worship Services:  Orders of service for different occasions to use, adapt, combine and share. 

Social Action Resources:  Get the tools you need whether you are standing up for rights or 

stepping up against injustice. 

Reading Program:  Books focus on Education for Mission, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, 

Spiritual Growth and Leadership Development. 

Local, District & Conference Roles:  United Methodist Women serve in countless ways. If you've 

taken on an area of responsibility, check here for guidelines and tools. 

Leadership Events:  Mission u and Leadership Development Days bring us together for learning, 

networking and fellowship. 

Mission Resources:  Make more mission possible. See what materials are available to undergird 

your work. 

Membership Resources:  How to tell our story. Materials that say what we do, why we do it and 

how much joy it brings us! 

Logos & Templates:  Tools for creating your own resources. 

Videos, Photos, Infographics:  See videos of advocacy in action, leaders discussing our past and 

our future, and photos to show the world how vital our work is. 

Handbook:  Guidance on how to organize in ways that help fulfill United Methodist Women’s 

Purpose. 

Audio & Music:  Listen to Responsively Yours in English, Korean and Spanish. 

• Share the program with United 

Methodist Women members and 

members of the community 

• Help people attain books 

• Connect with local and district groups 

• Display a progress chart in your 

church 

• Pray 

• Advocate for tangible change: many of 

our program books address our 

mission focuses 

Tips for Increasing Participation 

Peruse the Topics Covered on the United Methodist Women Website 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram


 

Membership Nurture & Outreach Kay Fisher 

324 S Center Ave 

Bradley, IL 60915 

(815) 932 –9605 

kay9605@yahoo.com 

As our state begins to open up a little bit after more than a year of missing each other, I urge you all 

to continue to keep in touch with the other members of your unit. If you have started to meet in 

person again, that is wonderful. But even if you haven’t, try to reach out with a phone call, email, text 

message, or even a card or letter to at least one person every week (more if you have time!). 

Hopefully soon we will be able to meet together as a conference! I miss seeing all my friends from 

across the state. 

As I continue to work on our final membership count report for 2020, I would like to thank all of the 

district MNO coordinators for their hard work. Kudos to Carol Dexter, Donna Mueller, Jane Casey, 

Janet Graul, Leanne Roseberry, Lisa Simondson, Mary Winter, Sandi Gross, Wendy Swank, and 

Debbie Miller (Cache River District President – stepping in because they do not have an MNO 

coordinator). And thank you to all the units who were willing to step up and report their membership 

in the new online format. A special thanks to Janet Graul and the units of the Illinois River District – 

75% of the units in the district reported their membership counts. 

The total reporting was only at about a 50% rate of compliance. Unfortunately, that means that 

about half of our members are not being counted at the national level. Next year we will try even 

harder to get that percentage up so that we have a more accurate count of membership. 

Which leads me to another way we can all help make this more accurate. By going to https://

tinyurl.com/umwmember (or clicking the button below) each individual member can record their 

membership. I have been assured that this is a secure webpage, so I would like to encourage 

everyone to go and register your membership. There is even an option at the end to print out a 

membership card if you wish. 

Hope to see many of you at the virtual Mission u this July! 

Find us on the web! 

http://www.igrc.org/umw 

https://www.facebook.com/IGRCUMW/ 

Record Your Membership Here 

mailto:kay9605@yahoo.com?subject=IGRC%20UMW
https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/myUMW.html
https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/myUMW.html
http://www.igrc.org/umw
https://www.facebook.com/IGRCUMW/
https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/myUMW.html


 

Register for Mission U 2021 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016Bg_aZUSZMAGHf94nLPSiLLiD7NCvnjc5aBN4U6WwlwQPfzG2PkIW0Pg_fPKQM4GkrRiSXU1Oz-PwSQ_qdcha_5qEInjhvJFJH0pDv2jC7OGEsT-mt6CUCEnmFkxGdsEOXYyxIHBUrI4Gyb0bkJqicF7zVnJGkdyYpdMi9wgYvg=&c=ZZbZbIITecVgD2FbhqbJdmyXnZTawvZGDvhbbJi1JqYTu5pQ0c


 

Social Action Caroline M Jones 

25 Elk Court 

Washington, IL 61571 

(309) 453 –3729 

jonesteach1@att.net 

Engage in Social Action—Great Information to Use at Unit & District! 

• Go to members & Leaders dropdown box to Action—information about Social Action. 

• Download posters and booklet about Why Social Action 

Resources from Last Week’s Session, Biomass and the Threat it Poses to  

Climate Justice and Racial Justice 

UnitedMethodistWomen.org 

• Please feel free to adapt the slides for use in your own contexts: https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1mkSWBh6N52Q2k4Mhv5-blZ_yPZc4Os56/view?usp=sharing  

• The recording of the session is still being processed and will be posted on UMW's website once 

it becomes available.  

• Additional resources listed on the next page. 

mailto:jonesteach1@att.net?subject=IGRC%20UMW
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Related resources recommended by our speakers,  

Katherine Egland and Laura Haight: 

• Award Winning Documentary ‘Burned: Are Trees the New Coal’: https://burnedthemovie.com  

(30-min version available here: https://vimeo.com/518884074)  

• For those unfamiliar with the wood pellet issue: https://www.politico.com/news/

magazine/2021/03/26/biomass-carbon-climate-politics-477620   

• Mississippi biomass facility fined for emitting three times more air pollution than 

permitted: https://southerlymag.org/2021/02/25/mississippi-biomass-facility-fined-for-emitting-

three-times-more-air-pollution-than-permitted/  

• DIRTY DECEPTION: How the Wood Biomass Industry Skirts the Clean Air Act: https://

www.environmentalintegrity.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Biomass-Report.pdf  

Letter to EU signed by 784 global scientists- January 2018: http://www.pfpi.net/wp-content/

uploads/2018/04/UPDATE-800-signatures_Scientist-Letter-on-EU-Forest-Biomass.pdf  

• 200 Scientists warn U.S. Congress against declaring biomass burning carbon neutral- 13 May 

2020: https://news.mongabay.com/2020/05/scientists-warn-congress-against-declaring-biomass-

burning-carbon-neutral/  

• 500 Scientists warn replacing fossil fuels with wood is ‘false solution’ to climate crisis-February 

15, 2021: https://balkangreenenergynews.com/scientists-warn-replacing-fossil-fuels-with-wood-is

-false-solution-to-climate-crisis/  

• https://reports.climatecentral.org/pulp-fiction/1/#section-1  

https://burnedthemovie.com/
https://vimeo.com/518884074
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Upcoming Important Dates! 
 

June 10-12: IGRC United Methodist Church Annual Conference 

July 9-10: IGRC United Methodist Women Leadership Team 

July 17-21: Mission u, Virtual 

September 1: Registration opens for Assembly 2022 

October 1: IGRC United Methodist Women Leadership Team 

October 2: IGRC United Methodist Women Annual Gathering  

Maty 20-22, 2022: Assembly 2022! 

Please watch your District newsletters for District event dates! 

Please feel free to make copies of this newsletter - either individual pages, or the complete 

issue - for others in your districts and units who would be interested in the information! 


