
The United Methodist 
Foundation (UMF) exists 
as a resource for churches, 
church agencies and 
committees within the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference (IGRC) 
and is managed by a board of 
directors consisting of church 
members and pastors from 
congregations in the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference.  

Maybe it’s 
time you call.

F O U N D A T I O N

The UM Foundation provides relief 
both nationally and internationally.F O U N D A T I O N

The UM Foundation supports the expansion 
of existing and development of  new ministries.F O U N D A T I O N

The UM Foundation aides over 800 churches, 
affiliated agencies and committees every year.   F O U N D A T I O N

WAYS TO GIVE & INVEST 
WITH THE FOUNDATION
The UMF Pooled Income Fund 
pools your contribution with others into a large fund, the net 
income of which is distributed to you based on the number of units 
you hold.  Upon the death of the life income beneficiary, the value 
of your units is transferred to the ministry you designate.  You are 
entitled to a charitable contribution deduction in the year the gift 
is made.

Charitable Remainder Trusts 
allow you to transfer cash, securities, or other property into an 
irrevocable trust and receive lifetime income.  Upon your death, the 
principal will benefit ministries of the church as you direct.  

Unitrusts allow you to choose a flexible income feature, 
specifying a percentage of the trust’s fair market value as 
determined annually.  Upon establishing a trust you are 
entitled to a charitable contribution deduction.

Life Insurance Gifts
offer opportunities to make substantial charitable contributions.  
An existing life insurance policy, no longer needed for family 
protection, can be given to your congregation, conference or other 
UM related ministry.  You may simply change the beneficiary of the 
policy, or if you want a tax deduction, transfer ownership to the 
charitable beneficiary.  Make a gift by purchasing a  new policy, or 
use insurance for asset replacement.

Wills and Bequests 
provide a very simple way to make a gift that will keep on giving 
after your lifetime.  Unless you make a will, or other provision 
such as a living trust, state law will decide how your assets 
will be distributed upon your death.  That state’s plan may 
not be in accordance with your wishes, and may not be 
the best plan for passing on your estate to heirs as well as 
to the church or its benevolent ministries.



Prudent Investments.  
Spiritual Dividends.
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F O U N D A T I O N

Rev. Ted Frost
Executive Director of 
The United Methodist Foundation

tfrost@igrc.org

217.529.3217

The UMF is headed by Executive Director 
Rev. Ted Frost, a tenured fund raising 
expert who has assisted United Methodist 
churches with successful financial 
planning since May of 2001.  In 2011, he 
received The Outstanding Fundraising 
Professional Award for Excellence in 
Philanthropy.  

With no obligation, you can meet with Rev. 
Frost for advice regarding an organized 
program to expand outreach in your 
community and in mission, investment 
opportunities and financial planning 
guidelines, and Legacy Giving advice. 
Rev. Frost is available for private meetings 
in your church or home and for public 
group sessions to answer all questions 
and address potential concerns.

Developing Annual Support A foundation representative will guide 
your committee through an organized approach to giving that will expand 
your budget. 

Resources include: 12 month Stewardship Plan, Budget Request Forms, How to Build Your 
Budget, Narrative Budget and Personal Financial Resources.

Managing Investments If you have funds to invest the UMF uses 
professional advisors to direct your committee to an investment plan that 
works for your specific needs and congregation.  All funds can be directed by 
your committee to your church whenever requested.

Resources include: Endowment Policies, Investment Policy Statements, Investment 
Reports and Spending Policy Statements.

Capital Campaigns The Foundation will walk you through every step 
from beginning to the end of a “capital campaign” to help make it a success. 
A capital campaign involves raising capital for renovating existing buildings or 
erecting new buildings.

Resources include: Components of a Successful Capital Campaign, Feasability 
Study, Case Statement.

Legacy Giving Eliminate confusion by consulting with a representative 
about Legacy Gift giving.  A Legacy Gift is one you make during your lifetime 
that benefits a charitable organization after your death.

The most common Legacy Gift is a bequest by will.  Other Gifts may provide:

� Financial support for future ministry in the many settings of the UMC
� Income to you for life with no management responsibilities
� Income for a surviving loved one after your death (eliminating some capital gains tax)
� A charitable contribution deduction on income tax, if you itemize.

Legacy Plan Opportunities include:  Endowments, Scholarships, Missions, Ministries 
and Capital Improvements.

THE FOUNDATION OFFERS GUIDANCE 
IN FOUR MAIN AREAS OF FOCUS:

Rev. Frost has also been a member of the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals, an international organization dedicated to fundraising for 
not-for-profits, since 1996.  Prior to his service at the IGRC Rev. Frost was 
the Director of Development for a children’s home.


