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HOW THE 2020 CENSUS SHAPES 
OUR DISCIPLE-MAKING TASK

DEATHS
Margaret Virine McCoy, 
90, widow of the Rev. 
Ophilius McCoy, died Aug. 
2 in Springfield.

The McCoys served 17 
years of active ministry in 

the former Central Illinois and later, Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, retiring from Charleston: 
Otterbein in 1994. He died Feb. 14, 2017.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
drrubydavisfuneralhome.com/obituary/
margaret-mccoy where condolences may 
be left for the family. 

Rhea Kenyon, 95, widow 
of the Rev. Irving Hick 
Kenyon, died July 30 in 
Springfield.

The Kenyons served 31 
years of active ministry in 

the former Central Illinois Conference, retiring 
in 1984 from the Pioneer Parish (Brooklyn-
Alexander-Asbury-Bluff Springs-Meredosia) in 
1984. Rev. Kenyon died July 27, 1990.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
boardmansmith.com/obituaries/Rhea-

Margaret-Steen-Kenyon?obId=21997416 

Condolences may be sent to Kathy Kenyon, 
842 S. Douglas Ave., Springfield, IL 62704.

Kenneth Roy Gilley, 
82, died July 30 in Terre 
Haute, Ind.

Mr. Gilley served several 
supply assignments in 
the former Southern 

Illinois Conference including: West Point-
Watson-Loy; Glendale-Eddyville-Bay Village; 
and New Burnside-Reynoldsburg-Taylor.

For a complete obituary, visit:  https://www.
maczfuneralhomes.com/obituary/
Kenneth-Gilley  where condolences may be 
left for the family

David P. Little, 67, died July 23 in Havana.

He was a member of 
Sheldon’s Grove UMC and 
served as a lay minister of 
the church. He also spoke 
at area churches as a fill 
in pastor. 

A complete obituary can be found at 
http://shawgomemorialhome.com/
obituaries/501  

Shirley J. Stanfield 
Wheeler, 91, wife of 
retired pastor Charles 
R. Wheeler, died July 
17 at Wesley Manor in 
Frankfort, Ind.

Together with her husband, the Wheelers 
served 34 years of active ministry, 30 years 
in the former Central Illinois Conference 
and 4 years in the former Southern Illinois 
Conference. Rev. Wheeler retired in 1987 from 
Champaign: Countryside.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://
goodwinfuneralhome.com/obituaries/
shirley-j-stanfield-wheeler/  

Condolences may be sent to: Rev. Charles R. 
Wheeler, 1555 N. Main St., Apt. E120, Frankfort, 
IN 46041-1167.

BISHOP  
Gregory 
Vaughn
Palmer

APPOINTMENTS
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, Bishop Gregory V. Palmer appoints the following:

Rebecca Catherine Swanson Groves to Student Ministry 
Director, Dunlap Prospect UMC, Illinois River District, ½ time 
effective July 1. She is a provisional deacon having previously 
been on transition leave.

Pete Ryan to Glendale-Powers, Cache River District, ¾ time, 
effective July 1. This is a charge realignment.

Troy Mel Benton to Forest Park UMC, North Georgia 
Conference, effective July 1.

Dustin James Biggs to Bushnell-Avon-New Philadelphia-Point 
Pleasant, Spoon River District, effective Sept. 1. This is his first-
time appointment in the IGRC.

Debra Hamilton to Concord-Arenzville-Bluff Springs, LaMoine 
River District, effective Sept. 1. This is her first-time appointment 
in the IGRC.

Kevin Hinkle to Waverly, LaMoine River District, ½ time, 
effective Sept. 1. This is his first-time appointment in the IGRC.

R.C. Merten to Shattuc-Odin, Kaskaskia River District, ¼ time, 
effective Sept. 1. He is serving the charge as a certified lay 
minister.

Martin Ellison to East Moline: Christ Multisite, Spoon 
River District, ½ time, effective Sept. 1. This is his first-time 
appointment in the IGRC.

Supply not appointed
Rachel Frederick to Concord UMC as a pastoral team 
member, less than ¼ time, effective July 1. This is her first-time 
assignment in the IGRC.

Change of status
Timothy Wynne, discontinuation of appointment as a full-time 
local pastor, effective Aug. 31. He previously served the LaMoine 
River Parish, Spoon River District.

Steven Fox, discontinuation of appointment as a part-time 
local pastor, effective Aug. 8. He previously served Shattuc 
UMC, Kaskaskia River District.

Vernon Acklan, discontinuation of appointment as a part-time 
local pastor, effective July 1. He previously served Bethalto and 
East St. Louis Trinity UMC’s, Mississippi River District.

Gene Creek, discontinuation of appointment as a retired local 
pastor, effective June 30. He previously served Xenia UMC, 
Kaskaskia River District.

Doug Atkins, discontinuation of appointment as a part-time 
local pastor, effective Aug. 1. He previously served Cairo: Tigert-
Mounds, Cache River District.

King selected as conference Director of Ministerial Excellence
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – A veteran in leadership 
development within The United Methodist Church has 
been selected as the Illinois Great Rivers Conference’s 
Director of Ministerial Excellence. 

The Rev. Dr. Jacqui King, an elder in the Texas 
Annual Conference, emerged as the top candidate from 
a nationwide search that yielded 13 applicants. She will 
begin her new responsibilities Sept. 16.

“Rev. Dr. Jacqui King brings a wealth of experience 
and expertise to the IGRC. I am happy to welcome her 
to our leadership team,” said Bishop Frank J. Beard. “She 
has a very diverse background of experience within the 
Methodist family. Her hits and talents are many. Our 
pastors and our laity will benefit from her wide range 
of experiences across the church. Her passion and love 
for Jesus are contagious. She is a prayer warrior and an 
extraordinary preacher. Thank you for welcoming and 
receiving her into the best Conference in the Jurisidiction.”

King, who most recently served Discipleship 
Ministries as its director of U.S. connectional 
relationships, believes bold leadership is a top priority for 

the church. She was also recently featured by U.M. News 
Service about her discovery of praying for strangers (see 
page 10 of this issue of The Current).

“Bold leadership is needed now to encourage 
relevant community engagement and outreach in every 
ministry setting,” King said. “As a coach, I focus on using 
contextual tools to help lay and clergy leaders to expand 
their processes for reaching and connecting people 
virtually through new faith experiences. Through deep 
listening, I encourage people to embrace their gifts! I 
never meet a stranger nor miss an opportunity to pray.”

The new position, Director of Clergy Excellence, will 
work with the Cabinet, Directors and Board of Ministry 
to create a one-stop shop for clergy that would span the 
time between entry into the ordination/licensing process 
to retirement. 

During her tenure at Discipleship Ministries, King 
developed collaborative partnerships between the agency 
and U.S. annual conference boards and leadership teams 
focused on building intentional discipleship systems and 

KING CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Greetings in Christ Jesus.

The long-awaited results of the 2020 U.S. 
Census are now widely available. (See: https://
www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-
census/decade/2020/2020-census-main.html) 
There is more detailed and nuanced reporting 
to come over a protracted period of time. But 
even now both in church and society some 
things that were only hunches have now been 
confirmed. More importantly we are able 
to engage in the work that is pricked with 
the question: “What is the meaning of these 
things? What is our work now that we know 
what we know?” Even though there is a lot of 
drilling down to do especially regionally and 
locally let’s not be slothful in engaging.

In the very short-term, those charged with 

doing so will use the data to make decisions 
on Congressional districting. Who does this 
work differs across the states, but every eye will 
be watching and rightly raising questions of 
equity, inclusion and fairness. There is a line of 
sight from population data to federal and state 
funding decisions. We all have a stake in the 
outcomes of these two arenas.

We must invest in deep and thoughtful 
dives into the data with an eye to our disciple-
making mission. For example, if the popu-
lation of the nation and state, and in some 
cases our local areas are on the grow, how are 
we planning to position the church and our 
churches to meet our new neighbors? Or if we 
are in an area of noticeable population decline, 
the same question applies. 

Declining areas still have real people with 
real needs who are dear to God and should 
be dear to us. Are congregations in such areas 
prepared to cooperate profoundly for the sake 
of the mission? Or are they more interested in 
maintaining a church that continues to decline 
in capacity for missional ministry rather than 
discover the power of partnership with a neigh-
boring church? Real missional partnership 
among churches may be the surest path to be-
ing church for more people rather than fewer.

That the United States is becoming more 
diverse by the day with regard to race and 
ethnicity is now a hunch confirmed with data. 
While Illinois is not leading the pack in this re-
gard we are not untouched by it. My early read 

Salem UMC recently unveiled stained glass inserts above the church doors, 
utilizing the experience and talents of the church’s pastor, retired pastor Bob 
Thompson.

Photos courtesy of Nancy Sowers
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FUNERAL SERVICES
Funeral services for IGRC retired pastor, the 
Rev. Edward L. Hoffman will be 1 p.m. Friday, 
Oct. 8 at Effingham: Centenary UMC with 
retired Bishop William B. Lewis officiating.

Rev. Hoffman, 97, died Oct. 10, 2020.

CENSUS CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Accessibility Ministries  
Zoominar
SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC Committee 
on Accessibility Ministries is hosting a 
"Zoominar" (mostly webinar, partly Zoom 
conversation) on Sunday, Aug.29, from 2 to 4 
p.m., featuring the Rev. Dr. David de Freese, 
a former ELCA bishop, who will share with 
participants about "Rejoicing Spirits," a "no 
shush" zone worship model which fully 
includes people with intellectual disabilities.

FREE resources and support are available 
to churches, ministerial alliances, parishes, 
clusters, etc. who would like to launch such 
a ministry.

Register for the Zoominar by visiting: https://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/RejoicingSpirits to obtain 
the login information to join the live session 
and the link to the recorded session. 

Grace Across Generations
SPRINGFIELD – Young Adult Ministries is 
hosting a free webinar for young adults Tues-
day, Sept, 14, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Are you baffled by the generational catego-
ries you keep reading about? Are you cate-
gorized as a Millennial but don't want people 
to think you're one of "those entitled kids?" 
Do you fall in between generations, or find 
yourself not identifying with the labels others 
place on you? Good news - you're not alone!

Join us for a conversation around genera-
tional identity - separate myth from fact, find 
empowerment by embracing your genera-
tion, and better understand other genera-
tions from a perspective of grace rather than 
judgment. We'll also discuss ways to connect 
with others across generations and utilize 
each of our generational strengths to en-
hance the relationships and ministries within 
our congregation and community

Register online by visiting: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/GraceGenerations 

 

Church of the Resurrection  
Leadership Institute 2021
LEAWOOD, Kan. – The Church of the Resur-
rection in Leawood, Kan., is hosting its Lead-
ership Institute Sept. 29-Oct. 1 and there are 
both in-person and online options.

Price of the in-person registration is $299 
with registration limited to the first 500 reg-
istrants. Persons may also opt for an online 
experience for $99. Persons may also orga-
nize watch parties for 10 or more registrants 
at the cost of $649.

For a complete listing of speakers and to 
register, visit the Leadership Institute 2021 
website by visiting: https://leadership.share-
church.com/ 

Cunningham Be a Hero 5K Run
URBANA – You can be a hero in the eyes of 
Cunningham kids! Join us Saturday, Oct. 16 for 
Cunningham Children’s Home "Be a Hero 5K."

Whether you move like “The Flash” or at 
“Hulk” speed, the "Be a Hero 5K" is open to 
runners and walkers of all skill levels.

All funds raised through the event will help 
to meet the critical needs of the 777 youth, 
adults and families served by Cunningham. 

Learn more by visiting: https://www.cunning-
hamhome.org/stories_and_media/be-hero-5k 

Fall Rally with Harvest  
Ministry Team
TROY – Harvest Ministry Team is re-launch-
ing its conferences that have been on hold 
due to the pandemic with a Fall Rally for 
grades 6 to 12 on Saturday, Oct. 23, from 9 
a.m. to 3:45 p.m. at Troy UMC.

Register online by visiting: https://www.event-
brite.com/e/fall-rally-with-harvest-ministry-
registration-167596382291 

The event will focus on Jesus through wor-
ship, preaching, seminars, and fun! The $25 
registration fee includes refreshments, Chick-
Fil-A lunch, all sessions and a free t-shirt (for 
those registered by Oct. 6).

Contact Tim Price at tim@harvestministry-
teams if you have questions.

Young Adult Leadership Initiative
SPRINGFIELD – Feeling stuck? Take a 
chance, meet new people, learn more about 
your strengths, and create a plan to make a 
difference in your community.

Join the 2021 Young Adult Leadership Initia-
tive! Rev. Amy Jeffries and James Newlan are 
co-leading eight virtual meetings to encour-
age and equip you.

Applications open until Aug, 30.

Read more and apply by visiting: https://igrc-
reg.brtapp.com/YAapplication2021 

Garrett offers two online courses 
for clergy, lay
EVANSTON – Garrett-Evangelical Theologi-
cal Seminary has two continuing education 
opportunities for clergy and lay leaders that 
we would like to make known to members of 
the conference.

Both offerings are being offered online and 
CEUs are available.

The Financial Leadership Series for 
Churches will collectively cover three 
modules of financial stewardship content 
for churches. Participants can sign up for 
all three or individual modules to meet their 
ministry goals and vocational needs. Each 
module, held in an online format, will explore 
one of three recognized qualities which 
correlate with growth in generosity: 1) belief 
in the mission; 2) trust in leadership; and 3) 
sound financial practices.

The first module begins Sept. 1. Learn more 
by visiting: https://www.garrett.edu/financial-
leadership 

Back by popular demand, Evangelism 
for Non-Evangelists is a six-week online 
course that helps one grow in their faith and 
develop the skills necessary to share their 
faith with others in authentic and practical 
ways. This course is available for clergy and 
laypersons.

This course begins Sept. 21. Learn more by 
visiting: https://www.garrett.edu/Evangelis-
mOnline 

Disability Awareness  
Sunday Sept. 26
SPRINGFIELD – The Committee on Acces-
sibility Ministries would like to remind you to 
celebrate Disability Awareness Sunday on 
Sunday, Sept. 26. 

People with disabilities are the largest minor-
ity group in the world, and also the largest 
unchurched group in the world.  Every com-
munity has people with disabilities living in 
it. This means that EVRY United Methodist 
church has a largely untapped mission field 
in its back yard. Celebrating Disability Aware-
ness Sunday will help your congregation 
understand the great need to the Church to 
open its doors to the disabled community, 
and spark ideas on how your local church 
can minister to this important mission field.

Check out the resources at: https://www.
igrc.org/DisabilitySunday  to help you plan 
your worship. All funds from special offer-
ings for this day stay in the conference and 
help make our churches more physically and 
spiritually accessible to the disabled com-
munity.

Mediation Skills  
Training Institute
LOMBARD – Registration is now open for 
Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church 
Leaders, to be held on Oct.11-15 and Nov. 
15-19, sponsored by the Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center.

The two identical sessions will be held re-
motely via Zoom. This workshop is designed 
to help church leaders deal more effectively 
with interpersonal, congregational, and other 
forms of group conflict. For details consult 
this MSTI Brochure at: https://lmpeacecenter.
org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MSTI-Bro-
chure-2021-revised.pdf. 

C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

WHAT TO DO WITH  
THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM

BY JACK SHITAMA

Our country is more divided than 
ever. So how do you deal with hot button 
issues that are almost sure to spark a 
debate, if not an argument?

When we are with extended family, 
we tend to just avoid the subject. We have a pretty good 
idea where others stand, and if we disagree, we don’t think 
it’s worth engaging in a fight. This isn’t necessarily being 
self-differentiated, but sometimes discretion is the better 
part of valor. Pick your battles. Some are worth fighting 
for. Most are not. For me, being with family is more 
important than being right.

But what do you do if somebody in your family, 
congregation or organization wants to engage in a thorny issue?

Here’s what not to do.
Adam Grant, in his book, Think Again: The Power 

of Knowing What You Don’t Know, shares three types of 
modes that I would avoid when engaging in a difficult 
subject (originally developed Philip Tetlock, Grant’s 
Wharton colleague).

The first is preacher mode. This is when you know 
you are right, and you want the other person to agree 
with you. You wax poetic about all the reasons why you 
believe what you believe. This is being self-defined, but 
not necessarily self-differentiated. If you’re so passionate 
about what you believe that you don’t leave space for 
others to disagree then you’re going to get pushback.

The second approach is prosecutor mode. In this 
case you know you’re right and you try to convince the 
other that they are wrong. You present an ironclad case 
against their position. Again this is self-defined but not 
self-differentiated.

In either preacher mode or prosecutor mode you will 
create a conflict of wills. The evidence shows that this will 
not only cause pushback, but it will cause the other to 
believe more strongly in their position.

The third mode is politician. This is when you don’t 
take a stand, but you try to just get along with others, 
typically without sharing what you really believe. This is 
not self-defined, it’s adaptive. This is usually my default 
mode, since I like to avoid conflict, if possible. The 
problem is, as my seminary buddy used to say, “Someday, 
Jack Shitama, you’re gonna have to jump off the fence.”

So what do you do when somebody wants to engage 
in a difficult subject? You’ve heard me say this before, 
but the best thing you can do is listen. Grant calls this 
scientist mode. He shares this with the idea that we might 
change our minds. Scientists are always looking for more 
data. They don’t care whether their hypothesis is proven 
right or wrong, they just want to know the truth.

If you ask questions with genuine curiosity, you 
will not only be less anxious, but you might even learn 
something that will change the way you think. That’s not 
a bad thing. This requires you to let go of the need to be 
right, but this is what non-anxious leaders do.

The point is that listening to others creates emotional 
space by being a non-anxious presence. If you do need 
to take a stand, you can do it with humility. My two go-
to prefacing statements are, “I may be wrong but…” and 
“You don’t have to agree with me but…”

You can believe strongly in your closely held values. 
You can work to make them a reality. These are good things.

But a non-anxious leader knows that she may be 
wrong. She also cares about other people enough to 
respect that they may disagree.

The thing I love about the Christian faith and the 
model that Jesus gave for leadership is that we don’t judge 
others, and we accept them where they are (no matter 
how wrong or flawed we might think they are).

The willingness to listen is not a weakness, it’s a 
superpower. This is not just the best practical approach, but 
it will help you and the people you lead. It might even cause 
you to change your mind. That may not be a bad thing.

(Jack Shitama is an author, teacher, speaker and 
coach. His family systems approach to leadership helps 
congregational and nonprofit leaders achieve their best 
spiritually, physically and professionally. He is an ordained 
elder in The United Methodist Church and currently serves 
as the executive director at Pecometh Camp & Retreat 
Ministries in Centreville, Md. He is also the minister-in-
residence for the Center for Clergy Excellence at Pecometh. 
Reprinted from his blog, The Non-Anxious Leader, www.
nonanxiousleader.com)

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Simply sharing
BY SHERRY SMEDSHAMMER 

I just got home from camp and was 
thinking about making a post just to 
share about what a great week it was at 
Beulah Youth Institute.

This year, when camp started, I had my 
doubts. I am on the core staff that helps plan Beulah 
Youth Institute and when we decided to do a hybrid 
form, I was disappointed. It was a selfish disappoint-
ment; I had been looking forward to my daughter being 
a camper for many years. She missed what would have 
been her first-year last year. This year was not how I 
wanted it to be. 

The key words there I wanted. I know many were disap-
pointed too, but as camp ended, I was blown away how 
God showed up and moved in this unique year. God is at 
work; we often limit Him with our plans and our dreams.  
I was reminded this year that we must step back and 
trust Him. He not only has this but has been preparing it 
for many years.

If you know me, you know camp (Beulah) is a big part 
of my faith journey. If you do not know me (if you want 
to know more, just ask) God has worked in my life many 
ways on that specific campground.   However, even be-
fore that camp played a role in my life, camp in general 
had an impact on my life. 

My grandparents were not raised in the church but 
when they encountered Jesus, their life (and lifestyle) 
changed drastically. I wish I could go back and hear 
their stories again. At this age now I would listen to 
remember, unlike listening in my teenage years.  As they 
grew in their faith, they got involved in Bonnie Holiness 
camp.  As a kid we spent 10 days there every summer.  
While I do not remember all the camp, I remember the 
family community that was created and the fact that my 
grandfather made it a priority to give back to a place 
that drew him closer to Christ. 

When I answered a call to serve God in the church and 

started living out the call, I knew that giving back to a 
place that was pivotal in my journey would be impor-
tant. I knew serving at Beulah would be a part of my call 
if I was able (in the area/physically). 

Honestly when I started working for the church at 23, 
my goal was someday to be director of Beulah Youth 
Institute. While there are many camps that occur on the 
campgrounds this one was the big time for my dreams.  
When I started working for the church, I was single.  My 
passion was partly to help ensure to the best of my abil-
ity, that BYI would be there someday for my future kids. 
Well, this year was the year.  

My oldest was finally able to attend BYI as a camper 
(she had been many times as a tag along). I say all that 
to say simply this year was a big deal to me.  A dream 
was becoming a reality but it was more than that.  

I am not one to share a lot of personal information with-
out being asked, but I am going to share this time. I have 
shared this a few times but not in a while, and I do not 
think personally, just in small bits in a message I deliv-
ered. Only a few times in my life have I heard Jesus (like 
a vision) speak to me.  Most of those times have been at 
camp, but not all. 

However, one vision came full circle this year. Back in 
2013, when I was at camp during communion I was 
moved to tears as the band The Great Romance sang a 
song I had not heard before. It was a blend of the hymn, 
Be Thou My Vision and the chorus God Be The Center.  
As we sang, I saw the tabernacle filled with the campers 
who were being moved by the Spirit, as I looked down 
to my girls. I knew those campers would be their lead-
ers -- the youth leaders, the sponsors at camp, the ones 
who would live an example of Christ before them. 

As I looked up and around, I saw the people who did that 
for me who are no longer here. Those who came before 
me who taught me about living life as a disciple. Those 
who served and made the camp possible to touch the 
life of my mom, myself, and those yet to come. I saw the 

Church being the church. Hebrews11:39- 12:1 came to life.

These were all commended for their faith, yet none 
of them received what had been promised,  since 
God had planned something better for us so that 
only together with us would they be made perfect. 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let 
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us

That night, I felt the tabernacle come to life with the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit in a way that I have not forgotten.

You might wonder how I can be so specific with the year 
but that was the year Wesley Foundations began (my 
full time job) and the Illinois Great River Conference had 
just celebrated them with a dinner. Our Focus was Ca-
mus Ministry: Past, Present, and Future. At that moment I 
saw camp (the church) past, present and future together 
in a real way

As we gathered this year on Saturday, June 26, I was 
reminded of this moment. As I was leading the closing 
moments of our unique year, I asked these questions: 

• Stand up if you made a first-time commitment, re-
dedicated yourself, or felt God calling you this year. 

• Stand up if you have felt the Holy Spirit this week.  
As they all stood on the last question,

I tried to hold it together; but if you looked close you 
saw the tears in my eyes. I saw the vision come to life.  
Campers of the past leading those today and, in the 
back, there were a few of the campers (tagalongs for 
this year) to come who will be touched by those who 
the Spirit moved this week. 

God is moving, He is using lives of the past who touched 
those here today, for the future. I look forward to seeing 
how God works and moves as Beulah continues.

(Sherry Smedshammer is director of the Wesley Founda-
tion at Southern Illinois University-Carbondale)

(Editor’s note: Due to the pandemic, no overnight camps were held at Beulah Holiness Camp in Eldorado in 2021 with the exception of 
the Holiness Camp Meeting. All IGRC camps were confined to day camps. Beulah Youth Institute – the single largest IGRC camp – was  
a hybrid model where preaching and teaching occurred virtually through the week before holding an in-person final day on Saturday)

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Gregory V. Palmer has extended 
an invitation to IGRC pastors and laity to join him and the 
West Ohio Conference this fall for a series of online Lead-
ership Clinics which will be held in September, October 
and November.

Cost for registration is $20 per session for West Ohio 
leaders, $40 for non-West Ohio leaders. However, the 
IGRC will be able to take advantage of the West Ohio 
price tier. There is also a special price of $50 for all three 
sessions for West Ohio (and IGRC) registrants and $100 
for non-West Ohio leaders if registration is made prior to 
Sept. 13.

Register online at: https://www.westohioumc.org/clinics  
You will need to complete a short process to establish an 
account before registering for the event.

Speakers for the individual sessions are as follows:

Sept. 17, 9 to 11 a.m. Central time — 
Nadia Bolz-Weber

A three-time New York Times best-selling 
author who has been called "a pastor for 
America's outsiders." The community of faith 

she planted in Denver -- House for All Sinners and Saints 
-- is a haven for a diverse community seeking affirmation 
and acceptance. In a time when institutions of every kind 

are struggling to exert influence and maintain relevance, 
Nadia's church thrives especially among Millenials. 

She has a popular podcast, The Confessional with Nadia 
Bolz-Weber and has been featured in The Washington 
Post, The New Yorker, NPR's Morning Edition, Fresh Air, 
on cable news and the BBC World Service. Nadia is a 
graduate of the Iliff School of Theology.

Oct. 14, 9 to 11 a.m. Central time —  
Beth Comstock

Beth is known as GE’s Czar of Innovation, a 
bestselling author, corporate director/advi-
sor, and nature conservationist. She built a 

career as storyteller, marketer and innovation champion, 
as GE's first female Vice Chair, as well as Chief Marketing 
and Commercial Officer. 

She was President of Integrated Media at NBC Universal 
as part of her journey through media, which included roles 
at NBC, CBS and Turner Broadcasting. Beth is currently a 
director at Nike and EVgo, a Trustee at National Geograph-
ic Society, and a partner in Climate Real Impact Solutions. 

Beth is considered one of "The World's 100 Most Pow-
erful Women” by Forbes magazine, a top ten most in-
fluential leader in the US, and a top 20 most influential 
communicator in the US. Beth’s book Imagine It Forward: 

Courage, Creativity, and the Power of Change has be-
come a great resource for organizations looking to in-
novate and change. Beth is a graduate of The College of 
William and Mary.

Nov. 9, 9 to 11 a.m. Central time —  
Jemar Tisby

Jemar Tisby is a New York Times best-selling 
author, the Deputy Director of Narrative and 
Advocacy at the Center for Antiracist Re-

search at Boston University, and the founder of The Wit-
ness, Inc. His bestselling books, The Color of Compromise: 
The Truth about the Church's Complicity in Racism and 
latest work How to Fight Racism have been used as re-
sources by churches and organizations around the globe. 

Jemar has been a co-host of the Pass The Mic podcast 
since its inception seven years ago. His writing has been 
featured in The Washington Post, The Atlantic, and The 
New York Times, among others. He is a frequent com-
mentator on media/news outlets. He speaks nationwide 
on the topics of racial justice, U.S. history and Christianity. 
Jemar has a degree from the University of Notre Dame 
and is currently finishing his PhD in History this year at 
the University of Mississippi where he studies race, reli-
gion, and social movements in the 20th century.

Bishop Palmer’s Leadership Clinics extended to IGRC clergy, laity
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SUNDAY SCHOOL DURING PANDEMIC 
ENDS WITH A KICKOFF

BY JUDY TAYLOR
Virginia UMC

VIRGINIA – Every Saturday afternoon between 
June 2020 and June 2021, a Ziploc bag of materials for 
the week's Sunday School lesson was delivered to nine 
families (19 children) affiliated with the Virginia UMC.

A video lesson was then posted on a private 
Facebook page. It was private to protect young children; 
only parents of the children were invited.  Videos were 
recorded by the Sunday School teachers, as well as our 
pastor, Joe Tomich and junior high, high school and 
college students.

The 52 stories were taken from the Friends with 
God book that is written in first person narrative.  For 
example, Eve's story begins, "It's perfect! Eden had 
everything I could need."

As people in the community were able to receive 
their COVID vaccinations, the weekly cases of the virus 
decreased for several months and in-person worship was 
beginning, the Sunday School teachers asked if they could 
start in-person Sunday School.  But since they realized 
that families were sort of "out of the habit" of attending 
in-person, it was decided we needed an event to "jump-
start" the return to Sunday School.

So a Sunday afternoon date was set for our Sunday 
School KICK-OFF. An obstacle course style bouncy house 
was reserved and flyers were prepared and placed in the 
following week's Sunday School packet and posted around 
town. They were also placed in the Summer Lunch 
program bags of food prepared by the Virginia Christian 
Women's Fellowship for 96 children in the community.  

Yard signs were also placed in several yards a 
week prior the event. More than two dozen volunteers 
(including junior high, high school and college students) 
helped with the Sunday School Kick-Off. 

Thirty-five children participated in the fun and 
games.   Here's how the afternoon went:

• T-shirt dying that was a big hit - you could tell by the 
long line! The church Sewing Group attached Virginia 
UMC labels in each t-shirt later in the week before 
they were given to the children.

• Matchbox cars were raced using a water gun for the 
propellant.

• The two by two racing continued in the giant obstacle 
course and slide.

• The water sponge race was the favorite place to cool 
off.  Kids raced to fill a gallon bucket with water from 
the kiddy pool.

• Even if participants weren't successful in moving an 
Oreo cookie from their forehead to their mouth, they 
received a bonus: getting to eat the Oreo.

• Instead of Frisbees, kids tossed soft taco shells onto a 
cardboard pizza round on top of a friend's head.  

• The kids were not fishers of men that afternoon, but 
Pastor Joe helped each person fish for Fish Crackers 
moving them from one bowl to another by sucking 

them up with a straw.
• Kids were challenged to bounce a tennis ball into one 

of the triangle of five five-gallon buckets (3 out of 5 
was the record). 

• Refreshments were organized in the air-conditioned 
fellowship hall -- compliments of the adult Reach Out 
Sunday School Class.

• As you tried these games, you got a sticker for each 
challenge.  After securing several stickers, each child 
was allowed to select a small prize.

• Everyone received a business card invitation to 
worship and Sunday School.

• All the action was recorded and photos placed on the 
church's Facebook page and on the youth bulletin 
board at the church.

• In addition to our regulars, we've had three children 
attend Sunday School who had never attended prior.  

As a recent worship's scripture reminded us:  "You 
see that a person is considered righteous by what they do 
and not by faith alone." James 2:24. We have a wonderful 
church family that stepped up and helped with every 
detail of our Sunday School KICK-OFF!

L O C A L  C H U R C H 
N E W S

L O C A L  C H U R C H 
N E W S

RiversEdge UMC work to provide ambulance in India
SPRING BAY – A pastor’s concern for his family in India 
was the catalyst for a church to dream of providing an 
ambulance and others have responded to the challenge.

Dr. Binu Piniel, who has been a local pastor serving in 
the IGRC in 2018, was deeply concerned about his family, 
friends, and the people of India.  The heartbreaking news 
reports, images, and articles put sadness, fear, and anxiety 
about his home country. People continue to struggle to 
carry the dead bodies to the burial grounds and funeral 
homes, and the lack of oxygen-supported transportation. 

There were incidents reported of people carrying their 
dear ones' dead bodies on their shoulders, bicycles, 
and even on the motorbikes for miles. Pastor Binu had a 
deep concern for his family in India and thought deeply 
about ‘What can he do to help?’.  After much thought, the 
idea came to his mind about the possibility of buying an 
ambulance for the community where his family resides 
and where he grew up before he moved to the United 
States in 2013.  

This would be something that would be long-lasting, 
following Wesleyan practical divinity and having a 
sustainable missional ministry model.  He presented his 
idea to his church’s Ad Council and they thought this was  

a great idea.  So, the “Ambulance for India project was born”.  

Pastor Binu’s brother works in the medical field in their 
community and he is also part of a non-profit. So, it was 
felt that the purchase of an ambulance would be a safe 
project.  The ambulance will serve 17 villages and will be 
managed by a local non-profit. Binu and his wife Mebin 
called each of their friends individually and shared this 
story with the local church and raised money for this 
project. People became very interested and started 
making donations. As they talked with friends who go 
to other churches, the other churches also became 
interested in contributing.  The goal has been met and the 
first ambulance has been purchased.  The first ambulance 
should be in operation by the end of August after doing 
minor alterations to meet the national standards. 

You can read more about this story on this page and 
continue to donate toward this project and continue to 

support medical needs for the people in India. https://
www.riversedgeumc.org/ambulance-for-india/

India continues to remain as the epicenter for the 
coronavirus. The developing country with 1.39 billion 
people, continues to face the challenge to provide 
enough vaccines, adequate medical help, and beds for 
patients. A lot of people died (government official death 
toll around 440,000 but the other sources and the civil 
registries shows 3.4 to 4.7 million), many died due to 
the lack of medical help, oxygen, and the lack of oxygen 
supported transportation. The rampant surge continues 
with new Covid -19 variants and other challenges, such 
as social inequities, fragmented health governance, lack 
of inter-sectoral coordination, and resource-constrained 
health system. Lockdown continues to be the only 
available solution to control and this in fact creates 
multifaceted consequences for the poor and the needy.  

(LEFT) Green Valley First United Methodist Church 
provided a breakfast for the staff of the Midwest Central Middle 
School. If not for the masks, smiles could be seen on the faces of all. 
This is the second year the breakfast has been provided to school 
staff as they return for another year of teaching our young people.

Photo courtesy of Judy Doyle

STAINED GLASS 
WINDOWS UNVEILED 
AT SALEM UMC

TOLEDO – Salem UMC, located in 
Cumberland County in the Embarras River 
District, recently unveiled stained glass inserts 
above the church doors, utilizing the experience 
and talents of the church’s pastor, retired pastor 
Bob Thompson.

The finished project was unveiled May 23 – 
Pentecost Sunday. 

The work became a church project which 
began three months earlier in choosing the 

design for the windows. Colors were chosen, 
patterns traced and with Thompson’s coaching, 
glass was cut, grinded and copper foil was put on 
each piece to be soldered.

The three windows feature Jesus praying in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus knocking at 
heart’s door; and cross and crown image.

Working twice a week, the project was 
completed in 12 weeks’ time.

Photos courtesy of Nancy Sowers

of the data indicates that we in Illinois have an enormous 
opportunity in this area. Are the congregations of the Illi-
nois Great Rivers Conference willing and equipped to be-
come at least as diverse (in the aggregate) as the general 
population within the geographical footprint that is the 
conference? The key emphasis must be on willingness. 
Because if there is a willingness,  I am confident that we 
have available right now enough equipping resource indi-

viduals, congregations and staff to meet this opportunity.
I look forward to being in continuing partnership 

with you in learning from this new data and interrogat-
ing it missionally for the sake of the world that God loves 
so much. I remain,

Your servant in Christ,
Gregory V. Palmer 

CENSUS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Standing with Haiti amid quake and storm
BY HEATHER HAHN

United Methodists are reaching out with their 
prayers and pocketbooks as Haiti faces a devastating 
earthquake and encroaching major storm.

The United Methodist Committee on Relief is collecting 
financial donations through its International Disaster 
Response and Recovery Advance #982450. The 
relief arm, part of the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries, also is in conversation with partners on the 
ground about next steps.

“In the aftermath of Saturday’s earthquake, we grieve 
alongside the people of Haiti as the staggering 
loss of life and level of devastation becomes clear,” 
said Roland Fernandes, the top executive of Global 
Ministries and UMCOR.

“UMCOR stands firm in its commitment to alleviate 
suffering and is working with partners on how to best meet 
basic and immediate needs as it has done in the past.”

Many individual United Methodists also are working 
with their longtime partners in the Caribbean island 
nation to extend a helping hand.

Still, a variety of factors complicates the church’s 
response to the second catastrophic earthquake to 
ravage the impoverished nation in 11 years. Those factors 
include the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak and a severe 
economic downturn made worse by gang violence 
and political unrest. Just a little over a month ago, the 
country’s President Jovenel Moise was assassinated.

So far, the death toll has climbed to some 1,300 people 
following the 7.2-magnitude quake that struck Haiti’s 
southwest peninsula Aug. 14. The temblor — with an 
epicenter about 78 miles (125 kilometers) west of 
capital Port-au-Prince — triggered landslides, collapsed 
buildings and sent aftershocks across the country.

David Draeger, mission volunteer coordinator for 
the Methodist Church in Haiti, told the Michigan 
Conference that church buildings in the region have 
sustained damage and many Haitians still do not know 
the fate of loved ones.

With thousands of people injured and others still 
trapped in rubble, Haitian authorities are racing to 
ramp up rescue efforts and relieve overwhelmed 

hospitals. Tropical Depression Grace is lashing the 
island with heavy rains, even as many sleep outside to 
stay clear of crumbling structures. 

A mobile medical team from Petit Goâve near Port-au-
Prince already has deployed to the affected region. The 
team is funded by a partnership between Highland 
Park United Methodist Church in Dallas and the United 
Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas.

Highland Park UMC, in the past week, also sent 
disaster-relief funding through Food for the Poor to help 
respond to the country’s ongoing COVID-19 outbreak.

“HPUMC has a longstanding strong commitment to the 
people of Haiti, and although our physical presence 
has been limited due to the pandemic and political 
instability, we are committed to continued service to 
our friends and neighbors there,” said Caroline Hazlett, 
the congregation’s impact coordinator for health 
partnerships and disaster response.

Hazlett’s father, Dr. Otto Willbanks, and other church 
members established an eye clinic in Haiti in 1976. A 
team from the church was working at the clinic on Jan. 
12, 2010, when a 7.0 earthquake near Port-au-Prince 
caused the death of hundreds of thousands of people 
and caused the clinic’s roof to collapse. Team member 
Jean Arnwine died of her injuries.

That earthquake also cost the lives of two executives 
from the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries 
— the Rev. Sam Dixon, who then led UMCOR, and the 
Rev. Clinton Rabb, head of Volunteers in Mission.

But amid the tragic loss, United Methodists quickly 
returned to the country to join hands with the Eglise 
Méthodiste d'Haïti (Methodist Church of Haiti) in 
recovery efforts. That included Highland Park, which 
rebuilt and expanded the Polyclinique Siloe to care for 
more than people’s eyesight.

United Methodists also participated collectively in 
relief, donating some $45 million to UMCOR for the 
earthquake response.

Debra Buzard, outreach director for First United 
Methodist Church in Kearney, Missouri, was among 
those who volunteered in rebuilding efforts. Her church 
now aims for sustainable development. The church 
started the ministry Partners in Education Haiti, which 
provides scholarships to some 30 students and also 
supports their families.

Buzard also serves on the advisory council of a Haitian 
orphanage for about 40 children with disabilities. Both 

the orphanage and the students are located miles 
away from the epicenter in Port-au-Prince, but they still 
felt the tremors.

“They are all OK, but there is a lot of fear,” she said. 
“Here is the problem that is going to affect the 
orphanage and the families we work with. It ’s the 
perfect storm.”

She pointed to COVID-19, the ongoing crisis in 
government and the extreme gang violence as part of 
that perfect storm. Gangs have taken over key access 
roads to parts of Haiti, including around the quake’s 
epicenter near Les Cayes. Relief workers initially used 
helicopters and boats to bring aid.

A gang leader said Aug. 15 that the armed groups had 
declared a truce along the road to Les Cayes, and a 
convoy has arrived by ground.

The United Nations is calling for a “humanitarian 
corridor” to allow relief supplies to pass through gang-
held territories.

Valerie Mossman-Celestin is among those looking 
toward more sustainable development that can 
promote stability and economic independence.

The United Methodist deaconess is U.S. executive 
director for Haitian Assets for Peace International, 
or HAPI, which helps fund a clinic and a vocational 
training center in Mizak. The community is also 
miles away from the quake’s epicenter; however, the 
vocational training center HAPItech is still recovering 
from a July fire that claimed its computers and more 
than $5,300 in cash. 

“What we’re trying to do is to give real opportunities to 
women in Haiti through better health care, education 
and jobs,” Mossman-Celestin said.

She acknowledged that some people might feel like 
they are trying to “fill a bucket with a hole at the bottom.”

She said God calls people to respond with compassion 
and relief to disaster. “But we also need to build in 
an approach that continues to break the cycle of 
dependency,” she said.

(Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News.) 
Midwest Mission ships 
timely aid to Haiti
CHATHAM – On Aug. 14, the coast of Haiti was 
struck by a deadly earthquake. The magnitude 
of the earthquake was 7.2 and destroyed 
many buildings and homes, along with killing 
approximately 2,000 people. There are 10,000 people 
who are currently injured from the earthquake and 
many that are still missing. 

Efforts to rebuild and recover, thanks to Food for 
the Poor, are already on the way! Midwest Mission 
received an urgent needs request right away and 
was able to get supplies to our FFTP Partner and to 
Haiti within 24 hours! We are so blessed to be able 
to provide immediate AID to the people of Haiti and 
know it'll take a lot more help and we are ready! 

Midwest Mission received an email on Sunday, Aug. 
15, from Jisabelle Garcia-Pedroso, Food For the Poor 
Senior Programs Manager, Operations. She wrote, 
"because of your support to prepare together as 
partners, United in God's Work, YOU were already 
present in Haiti delivering aid within 24 hours!"

To help Haiti
The United Methodist Committee on Relief 
is encouraging people to give through 
International Disaster Response and 
Recovery Advance #982450.

Haitian Assets for Peace International (HAPI) 
also receives support through Advance 
#3020490.

RICE MEAL PROJECT FEEDS 3,600
BY JIM BEERS
Chester UMC 

Members of the Chester First UMC conducted 
a mission project July 17 at the church. A total of 24 
volunteers ages 8 through 80 worked throughout the 
morning to create 600 rice meal packets.  Each packet fed 
six people.  The Chester effort was sent to Haiti and fed 
3,600 individuals.

Vicky Beers, Methodist Women President, 
coordinated and led the effort from start to finish.  Beers 
learned about the Rice Meal project via her weekly 
Midwest Missions Distribution Center newsletter and 
thought that it was a worthwhile project that would feed 
lots of people and make an impact upon the lives of 
many people.

“I had been looking for a project that our church 
could do as a group.  There are many projects that the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center offers, but this one 

seemed doable by our congregation and could involve 
members of all ages.”

“I wanted to do something right here in Chester at 
our Methodist Church that was rather easy and included 
women, men and children in an effort that would make 
a difference in the lives of hungry people in other less 
fortunate countries.”

“As it turns out, each rice meal packet was tasty, 
very nutritious and able to feed six people. We chose 
to commit to making a total of 600 rice meal packets 
so our efforts fed a total of 3,600 people.  We have been 
informed that our particular project was sent to Haiti to 
feed hungry people.”

The rice meal project took several months to 
coordinate.  Beers first approached the Methodist 
Women’s organization at FUMC to get their moral, 
physical and financial support. Once that was 

‘LOOK FOR THE HELPERS’
BY JACOB DICKEY
WCIA-TV, Champaign

“Look for the helpers. You will always 
find people who are helping.”  
 — Mister Rogers

This week, my hometown of Gibson 
City was hit with an unprecedented natural disaster.  In 
its history, Gibson City has never flooded as bad as it 
did.  No amount of work and no drainage system could 
handle the water we got.  We were left to the mercy of 
the storm.  The area saw 10”+ of rain in a short period 
of time on Thursday Morning before the rain finally 
stopped.  

The floodwaters were unimaginable.  Some homes had 
over 4 feet of water on the first floor.  Others had their 
basements completely submerged.  Countless vehicles 
were stuck, stalled and flooded out.  Roads were 
damaged.  A section of railroad tracks was washed out.  
Trees were knocked down.  1100 customers lost power 
in the middle of the storm.  The water was in places it ’s 
never been before as the town turned into a river of 
water and debris, furniture, pictures, appliances, toys 
and more.

It ’s hard to find anyone in town who didn’t have at 
least some damage.  The water went where it wanted, 
destroying everything it touched.  As the rain fell, the 
water flooded familiar spots in town.  But the rain 
didn’t stop, and the water kept coming.  It rushed with 
a vengeance and a fury never seen before in the area, 

eventually pouring into homes and businesses.  It swept 
away cars, personal belongings, mementos and more, 
some being recklessly sucked out through front doors 
and windows.  The water didn’t care whose lives it 
ravaged.  From young to old, poor and rich, newlyweds 
to families, republicans and democrats, government 
officials and voters, business owners and front-line 
workers, factory employees, doctors and nurses, first 
responders, educators, farmers, athletes and more, the 
water was indiscriminate in it ’s purge of belongings and 
homes in our town.

While Gibson City was hit hardest, the devastation 
was felt in surrounding neighborhoods and towns.  
Countless farmers were afflicted by the water, ruining a 
season of hard work.  Other farms and homes in rural 
areas were left in the path of the raging waters as they 
swept away.  Homes in Elliott suffered flood damage.  
Homes at Lakeview Subdivision south of town that 
once sat on its bank with a picturesque view found 
themselves in the middle of the Lake.  Others found 
themselves cut off by the water, unable to get anywhere 
until it receded.

The damage done was catastrophic for many, but 
the incredible thing is nobody perished in the water.  
While the water swept away belongings and memories 
without regard, it seemed to spare the lives of those 
most vulnerable who were trapped by rising water, 
giving just enough time for anyone and everyone to 
do what they could to save those who couldn’t save 
themselves.  The water overwhelmed first responders 

so much that neighbors jumped into action to save 
others, ignoring their own homes being overwhelmed 
by the water.  Boats used for fishing and recreation 
turned into lifelines and ambulances, helping move 
those who were trapped.   Eventually the rain stopped, 
and slowly the water fled.  But it has left a lasting 
mark on the community that will be told about for 
generations to come.

The helpers were everywhere during the peak of the 
disaster.  Churches opened their doors to provide what 
they could for those afflicted, even though some of 
them had flood damage themselves.  The school district 
offered their doors to those who had nowhere to go 
and offered childcare services for anyone who needed 
it.  The American Legion served as a gathering place 
for those helping and those who were helped.  Mutual 
aid from fire departments in the area brought boats, 
medical supplies and more to provide aid for many.  
The hospital treated injured, helped transport residents 
to get supplies and worked to get medication to those 
who needed it.  City workers drove backhoes and 
dump trucks into the water to reach those who couldn’t 
be reached.

When the water receded, Police officers hurried in from 
countless departments and agencies to help rescue 
residents, protect belongings, and provide security in 
the ruined neighborhoods, treating our town like their 
own.  Neighbors jumped in to help others pull ruined 
furniture and more from basements and living rooms.  

RESPONSE TO GIBSON CITY
BY SUSAN SCHULTZ
Gibson City UMC

GIBSON CITY – Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center disbursed 72 UMCOR Cleaning Kits Aug. 17 in 
Gibson City.

Families and entire communities are in desperate 
need of these cleaning kits to start the process of 
cleaning and putting the local areas back together again. 
Supplies were valued at $5,622.

Persons can donate to the Conference Disaster 
Fund by designating Advance #6800 or donating 
online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/Donate-
DisasterResponse 

The IGRC ERT Team is there helping with disaster 
response and are putting countless hours into the 
recovery process and Midwest Mission is so blessed to 
have such selfless people who can get up and go help 
those in trouble! The ERT team does God’s work and we 
continue to strive to help as much as we can!

Through Aug. 20, Early Response Team volunteers 
logged 167 volunteers hours and they are remaining on 
site. The first two days were spent pumping out water 
with rented pumps.

Disaster Response coordinator Sharon Monroe, 
who does the Early Response Training, said that 
volunteers came into the disaster earlier than usual. She 
said she knows the people are the most important part 
of the ERT work, but since persons had been evacuated, 
much of the work has been on rental property.

Donna Douglas, a member of Gibson City UMC 
was one of the volunteers. Douglas lives in a nearby 
community and was not personally affected by the flood 
but was very familiar with helping those in need.

“I have done 25 group mission trips in 18 states 
over 20 years,” she said. “This summer I served with a 
trip in Gilbert, S.C. in June and a second trip in July to 
Mexico, Mo.”

Douglas is Early Response Training certified 
through The United Methodist Church. “This was 
my first assignment in that ERT capacity. I learned 
through my many previous experiences to be respectful 
of people’s homes and possessions. Much of the work 
Aug. 18 and 19 was pulling flood-drenched carpets and 
furniture from basements on two extremely hot and 
humid days.

While acknowledging the United Methodist effort 

wasn’t the only group helping, she said, “I observed so 
many instances of generosity and humbling service this 
week in our hometown. The community pulled together 
to help – be it through physical labor, cooking meals, 
bringing by cold drinks or just providing a listening ear. 
I watched residents of the apartment complex who had 
lost everything still show up every day and do what they 
could to help.”

Early Response Training opportunities
A Basic Early Response Team (ERT) training will 

be held on Saturday, Sept. 11, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Troy UMC.

Cost is $40, which includes training materials, 
lunch, background check, t-shirt and badging. 
Registration deadline is Sept. 6.

There will also be a recertification training that 
will take place online (remote training on Zoom) on 
Tuesday, Oct. 18-19 from 6 to 8 p.m.. Cost is $15, which 
includes training, background check, and the UMCOR 
badge.

Visit: https://www.igrc.org/disasterresponse for 
more information.

HELPERS CONTINUED ON PAGE 9MEAL PROJECT CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

6   |   S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 1   |   T H E  C U R R E N T T H E  C U R R E N T    |   S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 1   |   7

https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/Donate-DisasterResponse
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/Donate-DisasterResponse
https://www.igrc.org/disasterresponse


D I S A S T E R  R E S P O N S E
W I T H  H A I T I

C H R I S T I A N 
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

Membership requirements: 
• Clergy persons and Diaconal ministers under 

appointment by the Bishop of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Annual Conference of Illinois

• Full time salaried employees of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Annual Conference who work 
within the boundaries of this conference

• Spouses of persons who died while within 
the field of membership of thi Credit Union 

• Employees of the Credit Union
• Persons retired as pensioniers or annuitants 

from above employment
• The field of membership also includes 

immediate families of all listed above. 
“Immediate Family” means spouse and 
children by birth or adoption

Loan Rates and 
Other Information
as of January 20, 2021:
NEW CAR RATES
2019-2021
72 months - 2.50%

USED CAR RATES
2015-2018
60 Months - 5.50%
54 Months - 5.00%
48 Months - 4.50%
42 Months - 4.00%

2012 – 2014
54 Months – 6.50%
48 Months – 6.00%
42 Months – 5.50%

2009 – 2011
48 Months – 7.00%
42 Months – 6.50%

2008 & Older
36 Months – 7.00%

LOANS 
Share Secured Loans – Open end with 3.50%  
Open end with 2% minimum payment

Line of Credit - 40 months - 6.00%
Open end with 3% minimum payment

Permanent Disability Insurance provided up to age 60 for Balance of Loan
Death Benefit Insurance provided up to age 70 on $3,000 Shares deposited before age 55
Maximum benefit $30,000.00 total of all loans (not per loan)

SHARE RATES
Regular Shares - 2.75%
IRAs - 3.25%
Dividends declared on last day of each quarter.
Paid on Jan 1, Apr 1, Jul 1 and Oct 1.
All shares insured up to $250,000.00 PO BOX 1790, Marion, IL 62959  

Email: aldersgate_fcu@yahoo.com
Phone: 618-944-0817
Marilyn Sullins, Assistant Treasurer

accomplished the Methodist Men’s organization at 
FUMC was recruited and likewise offered equal support.

The cost of each rice meal packet was just $1.00 and 
contained four elements including a vitamin supplement, 
vegetables, soy mix and rice.  The items were poured 
into a heavy plastic bag just big enough to hold all of the 
elements.  The bag was heat-sealed to secure the recipe 
elements and protect them through the transportation 
process.

In order to take part in the project, FUMC had 
to commit to a minimum of 600 meal packets.  At the 
cost of $1 each, Beers had to raise $600 to sponsor 
the effort.  The Methodist Women donated $250, the 
Methodist Men donated $250 and the remaining $100.00 
was donated by various individual Methodist Church 
members.

Once monetary support was secured, arrangements 
were scheduled with the Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center to hold the project on Saturday July 17 from 9:00 
a.m. until 12:00 noon.  Volunteers were then recruited 
which totaled 24 individuals including adult men and 
women and approximately 10 children and youth. 
Volunteers ranged in age from 8-to-80 years of age.

On Thursday July 14 a crew of three church 
members, Vicky Beers, Kathy Belcher and Jim Beers, 
Methodist Men President, drove two-and-one half hours 
to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Pawnee, 
Illinois.   

Once there, they received training in the process 
for creating the rice meal packets, toured the entire 
distribution center and learn about all of its various 
departments and programs, and picked up a trailer filled 
with all of the supplies and equipment needed to create 
the 600 rice meals.

Once back at the Methodist Church in Chester, two 
production lines were set up, complete with stations at 
which the various rice meal recipe items were poured 
into the plastic bags.  

Each production line had scales for exact 
measurement of recipe items, scoops, bags, a heat sealer, 
extension cords, boxes in which to store the completed 
rice bags, and containers of recipe items including 
vitamin packets, soy mix, vegetables and rice.  Each 
completed case of rice bags contained 40 rice packets.  
For the day, the project produced 15 cases of rice packets 
or 600 meals.

At the beginning of each production line, a volunteer 
provided a plastic bag that was to be filled with the 
various recipe items.  Prior to beginning the filling 
process, that volunteer labeled that bag with the first 

name of one of the workers on that line.  
This process added a touch of 

personalization to the process when the recipient 
opened the bag to prepare the meals.  Each case 
of bags was also labeled with the name of the First United 
Methodist Church in Chester, Illinois to let recipients 
know the organization that created the meal packets.  

Throughout the morning of the project, various 
refreshments were served to volunteers and there was 
plenty of socialization and fellowship among the workers. 
The crew was so dedicated, efficient, and hard-working 
that the project was finished 30-minutes earlier than 
scheduled.  Including clean-up, everyone was finished 
and out of the Fellowship Hall by 11:30 a.m.

On Monday July 19, Vicky Beers, Jim Beers and 
Bob Koenegstein delivered the filled trailer to the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Pawnee, Illinois, 
complete with 600 meal packets, enough to feed 3,600 
people.  

When the group began the process of creating 
the meal packets, it was not known where the meals 
would be sent and utilized.  Within weeks, however, the 
Distribution Center notified the FUMC where the meals 
were distributed.  In the case of the FUMC project, all 
600 meal packets were sent to Haiti.

The Midwest Mission Distribution Center proclaims 
that the efforts conducted through the center help to 
send hope and empowerment around the world and 
around the corner.  Efforts of the Center help to provide 
education, health, micro business and disaster relief 
around the world and right here in America where 
needed.

The Center is a non-profit organization that was 
started in the year 2000 with a grant from the Great 
Rivers Conference of The United Methodist Church.  
The Center is also a Cooperating Depot in the UMCOR 
(United Methodist Committee on Relief) Relief Supply 
Network.

The Mission Center also partners with the United 
States military, Food for the Poor, and many other non-
profit organizations to bring humanitarian aid around 
the world and around the corner in the US.  

The Distribution Mission Center has just six full-
time and two part-time employees.  These staff run the 
behind-the-scenes operations of the Center. Missionaries 
and volunteers, such as those at First United Methodist 
Church in Chester, conduct the real business of the 
Center and make the work happen.

The Center helps to coordinate the creation of 
numerous Kits such as Cleaning, Student, Layette, 
Birthing, Personal Dignity, Feminine Hygiene, Tornado 
and Rice Meal Kits. They also make School Desks from 
recycled wooden bleachers and counter tops for schools 
in developing countries.  

The Center restores bicycles for people both in 
America and across the world.  These bicycles provide 
transportation to school and work for many without 
transportation.  Finally, the Center restores sewing 
machines which are sent internationally to assist people 
to learn a trade or create clothing for their families. 

The Center further creates cloth items such as 
dresses, book bags, and blankets.  Medical equipment is 
also restored such a crutches, walkers, and wheel chairs.  

Donations are greatly appreciated to help keep 
the numerous projects alive at the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center.  For each $1 donated, $6.33 in 
supplies are then shipped to needy individuals.

All together there were 10,263 Midwest Mission 
Distribution Rice Meal Kits distributed through the 
Center’s Partner, Food for the Poor.   All 10,263 kits were 
delivered safely transported valuing $10,263.

High school football players banded together to clear out the debris, even though 
many of their homes were flooded.  The tennis team went to the parks to clean up.  
Neighborhood kids worked together to help spread soaked photos and mementos, 
drying them with delicate care and ease.

While many helped with physical labor, others helped by baking pies and cooking 
casseroles.  They did it because food is love in small towns, and hard work moving 
furniture and clearing debris cannot be done on an empty stomach.  The American 
Legion worked to organize meals for first responders and flood victims, opening its 
doors as a gathering place and a spot to forget about the damage for a moment.  Some 
fired up grills and cooked what they could for neighbors who lost everything.  Cooks 
in town turned on the ovens in their restaurants to make sure nobody was hungry.  
Businesses in surrounding towns banded together to gather truckloads of bottled 
water to make sure nobody went thirsty, bringing them unannounced once they could 
get into town.  One family was baking apple pies from the trees in their little orchard, 
bringing them to town and dropping them off at some of the hardest hit homes.  The 
love and compassion baked in pies, cookies and cakes, casseroles and crock pot dishes 
and poured into bottles of water won’t fix what happened, but it does provide a much-
needed moment where love and grace brings people together, filling bellies and hearts 
alike.  The helpers are everywhere in our area, and they’ll be everywhere for a long time.

The disaster to our small town is far from over.  There will be pain and suffering for a 
long time.  Many lost some, but some lost all.  Some homes and apartments may be 
condemned and razed, while others will be stripped of everything.  Front yards will be 
filled with memories and years of hard work, turned into nothing in just a few hours.  
But the helpers who will continue to bring in supplies, furniture and food will help our 
town get back on track.  Churches and church groups from all over the region have 
made calls asking, “what do you need, and what can we do to help?”  Companies 
have began collecting supplies that will filter into town in due time.  People from miles 
and miles away are working to collect items and donate money.  Funds are being 
established at local banks to help those less fortunate.  A Facebook page, “Gibson City 
Community Flood Relief ” was started where people were offering free items for anyone 
who needed them.

It will be weeks before the debris is carried off, months before the rebuilding begins and 
years before some will recover.  While we will do everything to help ourselves, the help 
from our neighbors and the grace from our God will help our small town grow back 
stronger than ever.  And while maybe for a time the flood water physically divided our town, 
the love, compassion and selflessness is bringing our town closer together than ever.

(Jacob Dickey is a 2011 graduate of Gibson City-Melvin-Sibley High School and staff 
meteorologist at WCIA-TV in Champaign. Reprinted with permission from the Aug. 18 
issue of Ford County Chronicle, www.fordcountychronicle.com)

HELPERS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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SIMONE BILES AND ST. PAUL:  
EXPECTATIONS VS. OUTCOMES

BY RICHARD PECK

If you read any of the predictions 
about Simone Biles’ expected finishes 
in the Olympics, you would have been 
certain the GOAT (greatest of all time) 
would receive gold in two or more 
events.

She had an unblemished record and the support of 
teammates and coaches. In the 2016 Summer Olympics 
in Rio de Janeiro, Biles won individual gold medals in 
the all-around, vault and floor.

Expectations were high, but she only received a 
bronze on the balance beam.

The talented gymnast says she experienced “the 
twisties,” a phenomenon in which gymnasts lose the 
ability to keep track of their bodies at high speed.

Had we been present before St. Paul ventured 
to Athens, we would have heard high expectations 
regarding the possibility of his establishing a church in 
that home of the Olympics.

Paul had what we today might call a golden-buzzer 
opportunity on America’s Got Talent.

He was invited to speak at the Areopagus on Mars 
Hill, the central meeting place where philosophy, 
religion and law were discussed. It was where Athenians 
and foreigners “spent their time in nothing else but to 
tell or hear some new thing” (Acts 17:21).

What an opportunity!                              
Well used to hearing about gods and goddesses, 

Paul was introduced as a person who would tell about 
the god, Jesus, and the goddess, Resurrection.

Paul does not experience the twisties. He knows 
exactly where he is.

A less talented preacher would have begun with a 
condemnation of the idols erected on the hill. Instead, 
Paul compliments them by noting they were all “very 
religious.” He says he noticed an altar to an “unknown 
god.” He uses that idol to say he wants to introduce them 
to the God for whom the statue was built. He proceeds 
to tell them about God as the creator and explains 
the closeness of God and their need to repent of their 
rebellion against Him. Paul concludes his sermon by 
introducing them to Jesus Christ, whom God had raised 
from the dead.

The result?
At best, a bronze medal. Only a few believed and 

unlike previous occasions, he did not establish a church 
in that city.

The New Testament contains no letter from Paul to 
the Church of Athens and there is no Book of Athenians.

Hundreds of scholars have debated the reasons 
for Paul’s failure. They can find fault with neither his 
performance nor his opportunity.

The fault rests with the audience.

The Athenians were so used to debating academic 
issues, they treated Paul’s message as just another 
academic exercise.

Perhaps they viewed him as a foreigner with an 
unfamiliar accent and unusual dress. He was not part of 
their group and was not a graduate of the University of 
Athens.

They never allowed his message to touch their 
hearts.

As the Athenians, we are likely to dismiss the 
message when the messenger comes from someone 
outside our familiar group.

Perhaps we need to guard ourselves against the same 
prejudices as the Athenians. We need to be cautious about 
how we judge people from outside our communities.

We need to avoid the twisties by opening our hearts 
and minds to people from other cultures, and to allow 
their messages to touch our hearts.

Both Paul and Simone were coping with unseen 
factors. They both taught us to look beyond the surface 
level and to adjust our expectations.

Perhaps we need to forgive ourselves when we fail to 
meet expectations.

We are in good company.

(Peck is director of communication for United Methodist 
Men in Nashville, Tenn.)
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Keller to coordinate Clergy Assistance 
Program for Pastoral Care and Counseling
SPRINGFIELD – The Committee on Pastoral Care and Counsel-
ing have selected Rev. Dr. Curt Keller to serve as coordinator of 
the Clergy Assistance Program, effective Aug. 1.

Managing the CAP includes working with SupportLinc to 
oversee how the program is being used. Keller will also act as 
a liaison between SupportLinc and our clergy and their families 
who are using the program in case there are any issues. Sup-
portLinc provides six free sessions of counseling per person, per 
issue, per year.

Keller currently serves Hudson UMC as their pastor. Keller retired 
from being a licensed marriage and family therapist in January after 
seeing clients for 30 years. If you have questions about your ben-
efits from SupportLinc, you can reach Curt at ckeller58@hotmail.com  
or (309) 202-2496. Keller has been serving on the PCC committee 
for several years and is on the PCC executive team as an officer.

SupportLinc is not meant to provide free long-term therapy or 
counseling. It is for short-term assistance. However, sometimes 
an individual may decide to continue seeing the same counselor 
he/she found through SupportLinc. When you call SupportLinc 
for assistance, they will try to find you a counselor who accepts 
your insurance in case you decide later to continue seeing that 
provider. For more information, go to https://www.supportlinc.
com/ or call 888-881-LINC (5462).

On July 31, Shauna Summers 
finished her part-time posi-
tion as the PCC Transitional 
Coordinator for IGRC. Her 
part-time duties (since Nov. 
1, 2020) have mainly been 
managing the Clergy As-
sistance Program. Summers, 
who has served as PCC 
Coordinator since May 2014, 
announced she would be 
leaving as Oct. 31, 2020, to go into private practice as a licensed 
counselor. Since that time, she has been contracted to continue 
part-time through a nine-month transition period. 

“The PCC committee wishes to thank Shauna Summers for her 
years of service to the clergy and their families in our conference,” 
said PCC Committee Chair Judy Vidakovich in a July 23 press 
release announcing the changes.

A new PCC Coordinator has not been hired because the new 
IGRC staff position, Director of Ministerial Excellence, approved 
at the 2021 Annual Conference will likely include some aspects 
of what the PCC Coordinator formerly did. Members of PCC are 
listed at: https://www.igrc.org/pcc-committee with some pictured 
and the ex officio members listed at the bottom.

BY HEATHER HAHN

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNews) – A simple question 
changed the Rev. Jacqui King’s entire approach to prayer.

It started one morning when the United Methodist 
pastor was in line at a busy counter outside Nashville 
International Airport. The man checking in bags was 
smiling and polite, but King could tell something was 
bothering him.

She looked at the man’s nametag and was about to 
silently pray for him. But then, she said, the Holy Spirit 
nudged her to do something outside her comfort zone.

When she stepped up to the counter, she found 
herself asking: “Daniel, how can I pray for you?”

That was the first time she remembers directing that 
question to a stranger. It would not be her last.

As vaccinations increase and pandemic restrictions 
lift, people are starting to reconnect with friends and 
meet strangers in person once again. King sees prayer as a 
crucial part of connecting with God and each other.

“Scripture says to love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, soul and mind, and your neighbor as yourself,” 
said King, previously an executive with United Methodist 
Discipleship Ministries.

“For me, prayer is that love connection.”
King continues to be in extension ministry as a 

church coach focusing on community development, 
leadership, virtual visioning and prayer.

When people pray together, even mundane 
encounters become miraculous.

That was her experience five years ago across the 
airline counter from Daniel.

When she asked how she could pray for him, he 
opened up. He told her that he was worried because his 
daughter was going on a school field trip that morning — 
not long after a school-bus crash had killed six children. 
“Would you pray for her safety?” he asked.

King held his hand and prayed with him. She handed 
him her luggage and hurried into the terminal — feeling 
exhilarated that she had done what God asked her to do. 
“But I never expected to see Daniel again,” she said.

She was wrong.
Two weeks later, she was at the same counter at the 

same time, and Daniel greeted her like an old friend.
He said his daughter had a great trip. He then 

stunned King by saying, “You changed my life.”
His Bible study group had been trying to pray for 

the Nashville community without much success, he said. 
Whenever study members asked people, “Can I pray for 
you?” the answer was invariably “no.”

He told King, “You changed my life because you 
changed the question.”

From that time onward, King committed to have the 
boldness to ask people: “How can I pray for you? And 
then I actually pray.”

King, who grew up in the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, had long experience coming to God 
with a bowed head.

As a community organizer with The United 
Methodist Church’s “Shalom Zone Initiative” and later 
pastor in the Texas Conference, she frequently asked 
people for their prayer requests.

However, she often would ask them to jot their requests 
on index cards to reference in her private prayer time.

“The change for me was I stopped putting prayer in 
this time period where it was convenient for me,” she said. 
“That’s it. People need to be prayed for right now.”

Her approach has left an impression on even 
seasoned church leaders.

The Rev. Greg Bergquist first met King shortly after 
he was elected as chief executive of the United Methodist 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry. King, then at 
neighboring Discipleship Ministries, introduced herself as 
Bergquist was walking up the stairs to the agency’s entrance.

“She told me, ‘I want to be supportive of you and 
one of the ways I do that is through prayer,’” Bergquist 

recalled. He asked her to pray for him to be open to God’s 
vision for The United Methodist Church and to lead 
boldly into that vision.

“I love praying with and for people, but because of 
my role, it’s not often that someone stops me and says, ‘I 
would love to pray for you,’” he said. “It reminded me that 
I am part of this wonderful community and that we are 
continuously praying for each other.”

King, who travels a great deal for her ministry, 
acknowledged that she often is hesitant to strike up a 
conversation with the unknown person sitting beside her.

One night, she remembered, she had a late flight that 
delays caused to embark even later.

“I said, ‘God, I am going to get on this plane, and I 
am not going to talk to anybody,’” King recalled. However, 
the Holy Spirit nudged her and she ended up greeting the 
young man sitting beside her.

Robert Carter told her he was flying to Delaware 
to see his then-fiancée, and he asked her to pray for his 
upcoming interview for a job that would allow him to 
move closer to his wife-to-be.

His conversation with King also led to their discovery 
that his mother and King’s mother-in-law lived in the 
same Chattanooga neighborhood. The connection went 
deeper than that. He grew up United Methodist, and his 
godmother was King’s sister-in-law.

He and King kept in touch. Carter got the job as a 
senior data analyst, and he invited King to his wedding.

“She prayed for us and got me up there, so I wanted 
to invite her,” he said with a chuckle.

King has long seen her role as helping to connect 
people to the wider church and help them in their 
Christian discipleship. Her offer to pray with people often 
also serves as evangelism.

On one trip, when King asked how she could pray for 
the woman next to her, the woman confided that she was 
searching for a church home. King remembered bulletins 
she had received from a United Methodist church near 
where the woman lived.

“I pass that church all the time. That’s where I get the 
bus,” the woman told King. “God has told me that I need 
to check out that church.”

When King landed, she called the church’s pastor to 
be on the lookout for a new visitor.

It’s not always easy to talk to strangers, much less pray 
with them. Whenever she asks to pray with someone, 
King said she has to get out of her head, screw up her 
courage and trust God.

“Every time I pray for somebody, it’s a humbling of 
my soul to listen,” she said. “If you believe that prayer is a 
means of grace, how can you not act?”

(Heather Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News.) 

C O N F E R E N C E
N E W S

C O N F E R E N C E
N E W S

CONNECTING WITH PEOPLE THROUGH PRAYER

Photo courtesy of Jacqui King
(ABOVE) The Rev. Jacqui King (second from right) clasps hands and 
prays with people at the Discipleship Ministries booth during the 
2019 meeting of Black Methodists for Church Renewal in Atlanta. 

(ABOVE RIGHT) King prays with United Methodist-made prayer beads 
as she watches a 2019 special General Conference session online. 

LEARN MORE...
The United Methodist Church has multiple resources 
available to help Christians in their prayer life. The 
Rev. Jacqui King shares the following:

• Resources from The Upper Room, the denomi-
nation’s devotional ministries and part of Disci-
pleship Ministries. Visit: https://www.upperroom.
org/resources/category/prayer 

• The Upper Room’s Prayer Wall, where people 
can make requests and join in praying for other 
people. Visit: http://prayer-center.upperroom.org/
prayer-wall 

• Prayer Walk Guide from North Cross United 
Methodist Church in Kansas City, Missouri. Visit: 
https://www.playlearnshare.org/prayer-resources 

King also invites people to contact her about prayer 
ministry at drjacquiking@gmail.com 

community engagement. As an extension minister, she 
served as a resource and relational leader who lives out 
her connectional calling through teaching, preaching, 
and encouraging all to discover their callings.

She served as a design team member/lead and 
agency representative for the annual conference 
training event for district superintendents and 
directors of connectional ministries; Route 122 
Network, Black Methodists for Church Renewal, 
Black Clergywomen, Strengthening the Black Church 
for the 21st Century, United Methodist Immigration 
Task Force (UMITF), School of Congregational 
Development, and African American Methodist 
Heritage Center (AAMHC).  She has taught in every 

U.S. jurisdiction for lay servant events, led webinars, 
district and conference workshops, coached for 
congregational visioning projects, and explored new 
ways to increase vitality by expanding community 
building practices of meeting needs, studying, serving 
others, and prayer-walking.  

King became a pioneer for connecting technology 
and faith community building by launching an online 
faith experience in 2007.  She is a trained Interim 
Ministry Specialist, a Professional Coach Training 
Graduate from the General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry and Fund Development Specialist from 
The Fund Raising School.  

Her advanced education includes both business

KING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Shreve leaving 
IGRC staff
SPRINGFIELD – Amy Shreve has 
announced that she will be leaving 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
staff at the end of August 2021. 

Amy is currently serving in two 
roles as the Coordinator of Higher 
Education and Young Adult Minis-
tries and as Associate Coordinator 
of Congregational Development. 
In these roles she has helped to 
organize training events, led coach-
ing cohorts, invested in developing 
leaders, and resourced many of our 
churches, campus ministries, and 
young adults throughout the IGRC.

“Amy has been an exceptional 
member of our staff. She has 
brought great ideas and a driven 
energy to our ministries,” said the 
Rev. Dr. Curtis Brown, IGRC Direc-
tor of Connectional Ministries. “In 
this past year she has helped lead 
many of our resourcing ministries 
online and has really helped all of 
our Conference transition into a 
digital meeting space. Her vision 
and passion for young adults and 
campus ministries has helped 
foster a culture of challenge and in-
novation across the IGRC. Amy will 
definitely be missed, and we wish 
her well in her next projects.”

Ms. Shreve is relocating with her 
family out of state, but she will con-
tinue to provide some limited con-
tract services with IGRC through 
the next couple of months. She can 
be contacted at ashreve@igrc.org. 
Other questions or inquiries can be 
directed to the IGRC Office of Con-
nectional Ministries. 

Please join with the IGRC in 
expressing appreciation for Ms. 
Shreve’s work and praying for her 
transition into new opportunities.

Lane new IGRC Coordinator of 
Camping and Retreat Ministries

SPRINGFIELD – After an extensive 
search process, Rev. Nancy Folsom Lane 
has accepted the opportunity to serve 
as the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Coordinator of Camping and Retreat 
Ministries.

Rev. Lane will begin her service 
on September 1st and can be contacted 
through East Bay Camp after that time. 

Additional questions can be forwarded 
through the IGRC Office of Connectional 
Ministries.

In this role, she will provide leadership 
for the IGRC’s exciting and life-changing 
ministries at our year-round camping 
facilities at East Bay Camp and Little 
Grassy Camp and coordinate with our 
summer seasonal Epworth and Beulah 
camp programs.

Rev. Nancy Folsom Lane grew up in 
Iowa and has always been at home in the 
United Methodist Church.   Camping 
ministry was formative in her spiritual life 
and calling, both as a camper, and later 
as staff and in leadership.  Rev. Folsom 
Lane is a Deacon in Full-Connection in 
the North Georgia Conference where 
she most recently served Roswell UMC 
as an Associate Pastor for 18 years, with 
primary responsibility for pastoral care 
and missions.  Beyond the local church, 
she's served the conference on the Board 
of Camps and Retreats and the Board of 
Ordained Ministry.  Rev. Folsom Lane has 

a passion for helping connect the needs 
of the world with the grace and love of 
Christ.  Nancy and her husband Mike 
have three daughters, and they reside in 
Bloomington.  

Following the departure of Patric 
Newton from this position in June 2021, 
the IGRC Personnel Committee and 
Commission on Camping & Retreat 
Ministries participated in a nation-wide 
search process under the guidance of 
Rev. Dr. Curtis Brown, IGRC Director 
of Connectional Ministries. Dr. Brown 

Bishop Frank J. Beard released the following 
report Aug. 20 as he convalesces on medical leave:

Members and Friends of the IGRC:
Thanks for your prayers and expressions of 

concern and love regarding my medical leave.
The surgery on my left eye was successful and 

I am improving. The pressure in my left eye is now 
down to 8. The doctor is amazed! I am so thankful 
for the prayers.

The healing process is slower than I would like 

but I am adjusting to the limitations. The doctors say 
it will take about 10 weeks for my eye to heal.

The plan is to have the surgery on my right eye 
Oct. 28. I remain on schedule to return to active duty 
Jan. 1.

Melissa sends her love and expresses her 
appreciation for all of your prayers, cards, calls and 
other expressions of love.

God bless,
Bishop Beard

BISHOP BEARD PROGRESS REPORT

and theological studies, with two 
master’s degrees: an MBA from 
Smeal College of Business at Penn 
State University and M.Div. from 
Perkins School of Theology at 
Southern Methodist University. She 
completed doctoral studies from 
Drew University in 2012.

Dr. King is married to Donel 
King.  She believes that education 
can create avenues for all to become 
empowered to live into their callings 
from the Lord.

reports, “We were pleased with the 
quality of candidates, but Rev. Lane was 
clearly the most outstanding applicant. 
She brings a breadth of experience, deep 
passion for Christian faith formation, and 
extraordinary leadership gifts. I am thrilled 
to have her join our team and look forward 
to the energy and vision she will bring to 
our camping and retreat ministries.”

KING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

KING CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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C O N F E R E N C E
N E W S

UMRC
UNITED MEDIA 
RESOURCE CENTER
Supporting local students, teachers, and schools 
Resources available to borrow from the UMRC!
Items can be sent to your church or home 
address and can be requested from the online 
catalog:  www.igrc.org/umrc or by email: umrc@
igrc.org

No rental fee – the only cost to churches  
is return postage!

Churches making Donations  
to OCOK in July

[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded contribution to OCOK]
Alma
Asbury Chapel
Belleville Union
Collinsville
Athens
Blue Mound
Colfax
Crescent City
Dunlap Prospect
Fairview (Chandlerville)
Fairview Heights Prospect Park
Fourth Street (Shelbyville)
Goreville
Grant Park First
Greenville First
Henry
Highland Hope
Island Grove
Kankakee Asbury
Kankakee Saint Mark
Kansas
Mackinaw
Mahomet
Macomb Wesley

Marion Aldersgate
Minonk
Mount Carmel Trinity
Mount Vernon West Salem-
Trinity
Neoga Grace
New Baden
Normal First
North Henderson
Pana
Paris First
Pekin First
Pinkneyville
Pontiac First
Quincy Vermont Street
Rantoul First
Savoy
Sheffield
Sparta First
Tuscola
United Church of Heyworth
Warrensburg
Zion Evangelical (Pekin)

Individuals known to have made  
Donations to OCOK in July

[Through their local churches, by mail,  
or online:  embraceocok.org or igrc.org]

Rebekah Dees-McMahon
Joseph & Marcia Moulden
Angie Lee
Bonita McQuilkin
John & Susan Kissick— In honor of Gary Livesay
IGRC Pastoral Care & Counseling— In honor of Shauna Summers  
Asbury Chapel UMC—In honor of Bishop Frank Beard
Enrico Esguerra— In honor of Bishop Frank Beard
Charles Roe— In honor of Bishop Frank Beard
Bishop and Mrs. Frank J. Beard— In memory of Bristol Wanck
Michael Crawford— In memory of Bristol Wanck

Annual Conference Offering
Howard Daughenbaugh
Cindy Dodd
Beverly Wilkes-Null

Advance Special #6960
www.embraceocok.org

THANK YOU THANK YOU for embracingfor embracing  OUR KIDSOUR KIDS  with your Giftswith your Gifts

#105068 Engaging Local Schools (DVD/CD-ROM - three DVD presentations,  
 four narrated presentations, and printable handouts)
#818155 Building People: Social-Emotional Learning for Kids, Families, Schools  
 and Communities (book)
#815106 Educating All God's Children: What Christians Can and Should Do to Improve  
 Public Education for Low-Income Kids (book)
#817014 Jonathan Effect: Helping Kids and Schools Win the Battle Against Poverty (book)
#817060 Mission-Minded Guide to Church and School Partnerships (book)
#814146 Understanding Poverty in the Classroom: Changing Perceptions for Student Success (book)

HONORING BISHOP FRANK J. BEARD
A Prayer Guide

Introduction for using prayers in worship
As we gather in prayer today, we will be praying for 
Bishop Beard and for Our Conference Our Kids. We 
know that the prayers of the righteous are effective 
and good (James 5:16).

In order for the children to experience real change in 
their lives, they need to be supported in body, soul, 
and spirit. Help comes from the outside in, healing 
comes from the inside out.

We must address the physical and soul needs before 
we can successfully address the deep healing 
that happens when a family is introduced to the 
transforming power of Jesus’ love.

Week of September 5
We are people who are bodies, souls (hearts and 
minds), and spirits so as we pray for Bishop Beard 
and for Our Kids we will begin today by praying for 
physical needs. Next week we will focus on the soul, 
and finally, the spiritual well-being of the children 
and their families.

For Bishop Beard – Lord, we know that Bishop Beard 
is on medical leave and we pray for the journey of 
healing he is on. May the same Spirit who moved 
through Jesus’ hands and the mud of the earth for the 
man who wanted to see, move through today’s healers 
who reach out to touch his eyes. Even as healing might 
be incremental, slow, or incomplete, may there be as 
much as possible and peace on the journey.

Prayer for Us – Lord, we lift our hearts to You and 
express our gratitude for all of the blessings we enjoy, 
and too often take for granted. We are sheltered, we 
are fed, and do not often need to think about how 
to meet our basic needs. Forgive us when we feel 
dissatisfied or compare ourselves to others.

Prayer for Our Kids – Lord, we pray for the parents, 
who worry every day about how they will pay their 
bills, feed their children and keep them safe. Give 
them the strength to persevere through hardship 
and not give up hope. Thank you for the ministries 
who come alongside them to connect them with 
community resources.

Week of September 12
Last week, we prayed for the physical needs of Our 
Kids, this week we will focus on the soul, and next 
week, the spiritual well-being of the children and 
their families. We all have soul needs to be met. 
Whether we are praying for our Bishop, Our Kids, or 
ourselves, we must include the wellness of the mind 
and heart. 

For Bishop Beard – Lord, we give You thanks and 
praise for Bishop Beard’s dedication to You and to 
living out his call in the United Methodist Church. 
Today we pray that rest comes to his heart and mind. 
May this season bring Bishop Beard renewal in his 
heart and mind as both have borne the weight of the 
work among us he has so faithfully engaged through 
denominational upheaval and a pandemic besides.

Prayer for Us – Lord, we lift our hearts to You and 
express our gratitude for the healthy relationships 
that we enjoy and the comfort and family and friends. 
Thank You that we feel safe in our homes and places 
of business. We are grateful for the supports we have 
that allow us to have the opportunity to make sound 
decisions and to plan for the future.

Prayer for Our Kids – Lord, we lift our hearts to You 
and pray for those who live with chronic stress due 
to poverty, loneliness, fear, and trauma. Living like 
that makes it so hard to think beyond current needs. 
Thank you for the ministries that show them how 
to stabilize and develop the ability to make wise 
decisions for their families and their future.

Week of September 19
Two weeks ago, we prayed for the physical needs 
of Our Kids, last week we focused on the soul, and 
this week, our focus is on the spiritual well-being 
of the children and their families. Through one of 
the chaplains or spiritual life programs, they can be 
embraced by the love of God and connect with Christ.

For Bishop Beard – Lord, we know that Jesus saw willing 
spirits in even the tired bodies of the disciples. As we 
support Bishop Beard in prayer today, we lift his willing 
spirit into Your holy presence. We pray for his spirit to be 
held near to Your own and for that nearness to be a joy 
and a delight for him and for You both.

Prayer for Us – Lord, we lift our hearts to You in 
gratitude that we are known by You, that someone 
brought us to the place where we could be found by 
You. Let our hearts break for those who have never 
felt Your love or experienced Your grace.

Prayer for Our Kids – Lord, we want to pass on Your gift 
of salvation to others. We want every child to know 
they are accepted by You, loved by You, guided by 
You. God, we pray for the children and families who 
are seeking peace, and do not know that You are the 
Prince of Peace. Make us true disciples who support 
these ministries that introduce Jesus to the children.

Sunday, September 26
On this final day, we want to pray thanks and 
blessings over Bishop Beard, the gifts we have 
collected to give to Our Conference Our Kids, and for 
our agencies, Our Kids, and their families.

For All – Lord, we give You thanks today for the ways 
that we are connected to You and to each other as 
Bishop, clergy, laity, local church, child and family 
receiving services and care, and as our agencies: 
Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie  
Bates David Neighborhood House, Spero Family 
Services and The Baby Fold. We give thanks for Bishop 
Beard and his leadership among us, for his support 
of Our Conference Our Kids, and for the gifts and 
offerings that have been collected to honor him and 
to extend even further the care and compassion of 
Christ Jesus our Lord.

District Gifts 
Received:  
Iroquois River

Vermilion River 

Xenia UMC leaves  
the denomination,  
purchases the property 
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church reached a financial and property 
settlement with the former Xenia United Methodist Church.  The 
Xenia UMC was originally organized in 1832.   The former United 
Methodist members have organized a new congregation known 
as Xenia Christ United Church, Inc.

Under the terms of the settlement, the Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence will relinquish its interest in the real estate located at 102 W. 
3rd Street, Xenia, to the Xenia Christ United Church, Inc.  Xenia is 
approximately 30 miles northeast of Mt. Vernon in the Kaskaskia 
River District. The Conference received an undisclosed payment 
that included the church’s share of pension obligations for former 
United Methodist clergy who had previously served the church, as 
well as current apportionment obligations.

Bishop Frank Beard said, “In an effort to honor Christ, we were 
able to sit down, discuss our differences, and recognize that we 
were on two different paths.  To conclude in the best interest of all, 
a peaceful separation was warranted.”   Bishop Beard serves as 
the episcopal leader of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The 
United Methodist Church.  “We were able to demonstrate effec-
tive Christian conferencing.  I believe we, even in separating, have 
honored Jesus Christ.”

The Conference and the church chose to avoid the costs, expens-
es, and uncertainties of litigation by entering into a settlement 
agreement that became official on July 18.  The Xenia Christ United 
Church will remove all references to the United Methodist Church 
from its property, including the “Cross and Flame” logo.  The Con-
ference will release the assets from The United Methodist Church 
Trust Clause.

PLEASANT PLAINS  – Peter Cartwright 
UMC in Pleasant Plains will celebrate the 
grand re-opening of its Peter Cartwright 
Museum on Sunday, Oct. 17, in conjunction 
with the annual Peter Cartwright Sermon.

With grant money from the General 
Commission on Archives and History, the 
small museum located at the church was 
upgraded in 2020. Fresh paint, improved 
lighting and re-design of exhibits were a part 
of upgrade.

The museum has a good collection of 
artifacts which belonged to the Cartwrights, 
ranging from clothing, furniture and 
household items to Bibles, books and musical 
instruments. There are items made by Peter or 
Frances Cartwright and gifts presented to Rev. 
Cartwright to honor his years of service as a 
presiding elder. The collection includes pulpit furniture 
from nearby Bethel Methodist Episcopal Church as well 
as paintings, portraits and photographs.

The artifacts are displayed to tell four stories: the life 
of Peter Cartwright, the pioneer circuit rider, home and 
hearth – the circuit rider’s wife; and the importance of the 
frontier church. 

Explanatory text is taken from Peter Cartwright’s 
Autobiography. There is also a resource desk with a wealth 
of printed material for those that want to dig deeper. 

The Sunday worship service begins at 10:30 a.m. Rev. 
Jim Clayton, pastor of Colchester-Hills Grove UMC will 
preach the Oct. 17 Peter Cartwright Sermon. Following 
the service, the museum will be open to visitors and lunch 
will be served by the church.

CARTWRIGHT MUSEUM  
HOLD GRAND RE-OPENING  

Photo courtesy of Cunningham Home 

The 33rd Annual Kendall Gill Golf Benefit raised $39,244 for Cunningham Home recently. The former University of 
Illinois and professional basketball player continues to return to Urbana each year, along with his sons Phoenix and 
Kota. He and his sons are pictured here with Cunningham CEO Marlin Livingston.
More than $600,000 has been raised by the Gill Golf Benefit which goes to support Cunningham youth. Gill was a 
significant donor to the Boys’ Group Home and the Noel Education Center. The group home, along with the court in 
Henson Gymnasium (named in honor of the late U of I basketball Coach Lou Henson), are named in Gill’s honor.

Photos by Paul Black
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Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

Preachers’ Aid helps 
Bridge the Gap

Stay 
Connected!

Randy Azbell
Kathy Barrett
William Bunnage
Bob Cook
Carol Lakota Eastin
Kathy D George
Camilla Hempstead
Cheryl Hendrix
Rex Hendrix

Mark Horn
Gary D Livesay
Lee Lovett
Brian L Manigold
Mark Milhouse
Larry Moreau
Mary Kathryn Pearce
Joye Lea Perry
Roger Perry

Michael Rucker
K Bruce Rushing
Michael E Shearer
Judy D Vidakovich
Paula Wallace
Jon E Warren
Steve Williams
Darryl Young

Congratulations to this year’s
Retiring Class!

Preachers’  Aid Society keeping you informed.

FOR RETIREES: Fall Banquet Time
October 21:  ARMS at West Salem Trinity UMC in Mt. Vernon

October 26:  Champaign Faith UMC

October 29:  Willow Hill UMC in East Peoria (Germantown Hills)

November 3:  Conference Center in Springfield

FOR ACTIVES:  Pre-Retirement Seminar
If you are within 10 years of retirement, 

you need this information.
November 4-5 in Springfield

More information will be sent out soon.


