
 

 

President Susan Connor 

1431 CR 800 N 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

(217) 259 –1649 

radtech20032003@yahoo.com 

May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace in faith, so 

that you overflow with Hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Ro-

mans 15:13 

This article is being written in August for your September News-

letter. Last week was filled with overwhelming heat and now 

God has sent the rain to cool us again. Today I reflect back up-

on the marvelous Mission u virtual experience. I congratulate 

the Deans Diane Goff and Sally Smith and their committee on a 

difficult job well done. Although we long for the in person experi-

ence of gathering together, we were still blessed with informed 

teachers and some cool extras. Has anyone baked their cookies 

yet from the cookbook provided? Now I am looking ahead to the 

virtual October 2
nd

 IGRC UMW Annual Celebration and I hope 

to see you all present. I bought a new laptop hoping that will 

solve my internet connectivity program. If not I will be attending 

at my local church building. Wouldn’t it be nice if each unit gath-

ered together in a Wi-Fi friendly place to attend this event? 
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Continued from page 1 

Currently my plans are to attend the district Fall Gatherings/Celebrations (formally named the Fall or 

Annual Meeting) of all the districts I missed in the spring. I would like each district to email their 

meeting information to me at radtech20032003@yahoo.com. I need time as well as date, location 

and how to find it if you are meeting at a physical location or have plans that have been adapted to a 

virtual meeting because of the spread of Covid 19’s Delta variant, and if you want me to participate 

or just attend.  

I have been fully vaccinated. I do not presume to tell you to get vaccinated but I do encourage it. 

This is not a political issue for me, but I care about your health and safety. I continue to wear a mask 

in large gatherings and around children.  

Don’t forget Assembly 2022 registration is available online Sept 1. A block of 40 rooms have been 

reserved for the IGRC UMW. Check with your District President for hotel reservation. Turn It UP! 

We have so much work to do for our Lord to assist women, children and youth to live an abundant 

life. Cunningham Children’s Home and Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood house continue along side 

us on this journey. Issues like Mass Incarceration and School Pushout and Climate Justice are not 

political issues but life affirming issues. Please continue to keep informed and share your concerns 

on these topics with everyone including those who have the power to make laws and control the en-

vironment around us. 

James 4:17, “It is a sin when someone knows the right thing to do and does not do it.” 

God Bless you and keep you safe. However, may God trouble your heart for what troubles His. 

Susan Connor, IGRC UMW President 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community 

of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a 

creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the global ministries of the church.   

mailto:radtech20032003@yahoo.com
https://assembly2022.org/


 

Vice President Christina Krost 

3 Western Avenue Heights 

Mattoon, IL 61938 

(217) 343 –4899 

christina.krost@gmail.com 

Upcoming Podcasts: 

• Thursday, August 19 at 2:00 pm ET: Faith Talks: 

Labor Day  

• Thursday, September 2 at 2:00 pm ET: Faith 

Talks: Grieving Those We’ve Lost  

 

I hope this message finds you well, healthy, and enjoying the late summer weather. Not everyone 

is, however--from wildfires and extreme heat out west to flooding in Gibson City, it’s clear that the 

climate is changing faster than anticipated, it’s affecting us all, and that we are unprepared for this 

kind of rapid change. 

The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report  came out this week, and the 

very next day a landmark Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act passed the Senate. These two 

news items fill me with urgency but also hope that Climate Justice can be realized if we all work 

together.  

I’m working on the final details and agenda for our 2021 Zoom Annual Gathering on October 2 from 

10am-12pm. You can register here. Our theme will be “We Are Connected”, focused on the 

Parable of the Good Samaritan found in Luke 10. Rev. Katie Dawson, author of All Earth is Waiting 

and clergy in the Iowa Annual Conference, will lead us in a devotion and communion service. We’ll 

renew our commitment to Climate Justice in our homes and communities and go forth ready to act. 

Be sure to invite all the women in your life to join us at our Annual Gathering and see what United 

Methodist Women is all about--faith, hope, and love in action!  

I’m also watching and listening for the Spirit’s guidance as I begin to plan our programming for 

2022. I’m feeling called to listen to and advocate for women, children, and youth who have been 

forgotten, neglected, or completely overwhelmed during the Covid-19 crisis and need our help. I 

encourage you to read the UMW National Office’s guidance on how United Methodist Women can 

respond to the Covid-19 crisis. Please pray for me and your conference leadership team as we 

plan for the future.  

In connection, 

Christina  

mailto:christina.krost@gmail.com?subject=IGRC%20UMW
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Secretary Ginny Riggins 

27 Broadway Place 

Normal, IL 61761 

(309) 825 –7942 

ginnyriggins@comcast.net 

Greetings from your Conference Secretary.  It is time for me to begin to assemble the 2022 

Conference Directory.  I need officer lists and calendar dates: Reps for Lessie Bates Davis 

Neighborhood House and Cunningham Home first, Calendar dates second, and complete officer 

lists third.  If you have all these lists complete, send them now.  Otherwise, send them as soon as 

possible.  Send electronically, if possible, to ginnyriggins@comcast.net.  Or mail them to Ginny 

Riggins, 27 Broadway Pl, Normal, IL 61761. 

Thanks for your help. 

Due to an increase in Covid cases the LRD Leadership Team changed the plans for our annual 

meeting.  A scaled back meeting will be held virtually on Zoom on Saturday morning, September 18 

beginning at 9:30 a.m.  We will conduct are usual business and hear an update from Lessie Bates 

Davis Neighborhood House and Cunningham Children’s Home.   

The LaMoine River District UMW will hold their Spiritual Growth Retreat outside in Jacksonville 

Centenary UMC’s pavilion on Tuesday, October 12
th
 from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm.  Barbara Wooldridge 

will lead the retreat on the topic: “Top Ten List: Priorities for Faithful Living.”   Those attending 

should bring a sack lunch and a lawn chair.  The church is located at 331 E. State St. in 

Jacksonville.  

If interested in attending either event, contact the LRD president, Martha Vache, at 

spammv@vache.org for complete details.  

Update from LaMoine River District—Fall Plans 

mailto:ginnyriggins@comcast.net?subject=IGRC%20UMW
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Treasurer Louella Christensen 

200 E Wurl Lane 

Altamont, IL 62411 

(618) 315 –8020 

mail2lou@mac.com 

What we give in the five Mission Giving channels funds the budget that supports United Methodist 

Women (UMW) programs here and around the world.  I’ve had several questions lately about what 

units are allowed to do with their money, so I thought I’d break it down for everyone. 

How May UMW Funds be used? 

a. The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall secure funds for the fulfillment of its 

purpose.  That’s all.  United Methodist Women organizations are not authorized to collect 

funds for anything else.  Members may participate in non-UMW fundraising as individuals 

without unit involvement. 

b. All funds from whatever source secured by the unit of United Methodist Women belong to the 

organization and shall be disbursed only in accordance with its constitution and by its order.  

So don’t deposit non-UMW funds in the UMW account unless you are giving them to UMW!  

And don’t mix UMW funds with personal or church funds as that will create an audit 

nightmare!  Units, districts, conferences and national UMW organizations are required to 

conduct annual audit/financial reviews. 

c. The total budget secured and administered by the organized unit in the local church shall 

include: (1) pledges and other money for the programs and responsibilities of the United 

Methodist Women’s national organization to be directed through regular channels of finance 

of United Methodist Women; and (2) funds to be used in mission locally, which shall include 

amounts for administration and membership development.  These are the only options for 

use of UMW funds.  Got it. 

d. The organized unit in the local church shall make an annual pledge to the total budget of the 

district or conference organization of United Methodist Women.  Okay.  Every unit is to set a 

pledge goal with their district every year.  An annual pledge goal is an estimate of the total 

undesignated funds the unit plans to send to the district to help support UMW programs here   

UMW funds may only be used for UMW purposes.  Unit funds are primarily to be used to provide 

support for United Methodist Women programs here and around the world.  Some (but not all) of the 

unit’s funds may be used locally to 1) support mission with women, children and youth and 2) pay 

for local United Methodist Women Administration and Membership Development activities. 

Here are some specific rules that govern use of United Methodist Women funds. 

1. Internal Revenue Service:  Charitable donations must be used as the donor intends.  Got it. 

2. Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church 2016, ¶256.5 Article 6 - Funds: 
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      and around the world.  Undesignated funds that count toward the pledge goal are those 

submitted in the five Mission Giving channels (Pledge, Special Mission Recognition, Gift to 

Mission, Gift in Memory and World Thank Offering). 

e.   All undesignated funds channeled to the United Methodist Women’s national organization 

shall be appropriated by the organization.  Our donations make UMW mission happen. 

The United Methodist Women constitutions are published in the Book of Discipline of the United 

Methodist Church 2016 as follows:  Local unit ¶256.5, district ¶670, conference ¶647, jurisdiction 

¶536, and the national organization and its subsidiary organizations ¶1901-1912.  You can 

download a copy free at:  https://www.ctcumc.org/files/fileshare/2016-book-of-discipline.pdf  

The United Methodist Women Handbook 2021-2024 also includes the United Methodist Women 

constitutions, plus bylaws and a variety of additional resources.  You can download the sections 

that have been updated for 2021-2024 free at:  https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

members-leaders/2021-2024-handbook  

Has Your Unit Set a 2022 Unit Pledge Goal? 

Unit treasurers, please report your 2022 Unit Pledge goal to your district treasurer as soon as 

possible.  District treasurers, please enter Unit Pledge goals in the 2022 Pledge goal column on the 

District Treasurers Program Set-up page.  I will review the information when I get your monthly 

export files.  

How Goes the Mission in 

Our Conference? 

Here’s a snapshot as of 8/12, 

2021. That’s all for now.  Thank 

you for answering God’s call to be 

in Mission with women, children 

and youth.  I am praying for you. 

https://www.ctcumc.org/files/fileshare/2016-book-of-discipline.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/members-leaders/2021-2024-handbook
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Secretary of Program Resources Diane Goff 

89 County Rd 475 E 

Grayville, IL 62844 

(618) 375 –7824 

dianehgoff@gmail.com 

Here we are on the downside of 2021:  time to review our goals and our 

accomplishments.  Part of that process involves being sure you are 

keeping a record of all the Reading Program books you have read as well 

as the videos and blogs that you have viewed.  Pat yourself on the back 

for your accomplishments!  Staying informed is one of the windfall profits 

of being an active United Methodist. 

Other tools on the UMW website (www.unitedmethodistwomen.org) that 

encourage reviewing and recording accomplishments include an array of 

suggestions and guides for recording your personal missional efforts, 

those of your unit, district or other UMW group or a history of your 

particular organization.  How wonderful to have such details recorded to 

share with present members, future members, fellow churchpersons, or 

family!  You may not realize how much you have contributed to mission 

until you begin to search through the (frequently not-organized) 

My compliments to our President Susan; she is proactively engaged in keeping up with Faith Talks 

as they become available.  At this time there are 37 episodes of Faith Talks covering a wide variety 

of topics from Preventing Gun Violence to Soul Care.  These talks are always thought-provoking 

and informative- and they count for the Reading Program. 

To those who registered for Mission u this summer, thank you for your participation.  For those of 

you who didn’t have that opportunity or for those of you who wish to share with local or district 

groups, the entire program is still available on the IGRC website (www.igrc.org).  Each time I view 

the tapes, I learn something new.  They were excellent studies with excellent study leaders. 

A new emailing from the national organization called Thrive is a potpourri of “resource(s) inspiring 

ideas to nurture your mind, body and spirit.”  It succeeds in all categories.  If you did not already get 

it, sign up to receive emails from them.  You’ll be glad you did. 

Keep reading:  your brain will thank you for it. 

Blessings,  Diane 

View the Reading Program on umw.org 

mailto:dianehgoff@gmail.com?subject=IGRC%20UMW
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Program Advisory Group Alice Staley 

1602 N Lee St 

Bloomington, IL 61701 

(309) 829 –9252 

alicestaley@comcast.net 

Hello United Methodist Women Sisters in Christ!   

I have been thinking about my legacy.  What am I leaving for the next generations?  The women 

who went before me, too numerous to mention, left a legacy for me.  They cared about me.  They 

listened to me. They supported me in my endeavors.   

United Methodist Women has been and continues to be a major impact for my life.  Special friends 

reached out to me as a young person and encouraged me to get involved in United Methodist 

Women.  The women of my conference gave me my first opportunity to attend United Methodist 

Women’s Assembly with all of my expenses paid.  Assembly was a major factor in my getting further 

involved.   

The United Methodist Women with the Legacy 150 Endowment Campaign is working to ensure that 

the organization will be around for many more years to impact missions especially women, children 

and youth.  And to ensure that United Methodist Women will be here for others just as it was here 

for me.  I invite you to prayerfully consider making a gift to the Legacy 150 Fund.  There are many 

ways to give: a one-time gift, become part of the 1869 club and give $18.69 per month or some 

other amount on a reoccurring basis, consider adding the Legacy 150 Endowment Fund to your will, 

or some other planned giving method.  

Also, I encourage you to plan to attend the United Methodist Women’s Assembly in Orlando, FL in 

May 2022.  Early registration begins September 1, 2021.  If you are unable to attend, perhaps you 

could offer someone a scholarship to attend.  I hope to see you there as we “Turn It Up!”. 

mailto:alicestaley@comcast.net?subject=IGRC%20UMW


 

Chairperson of Nominations Pam Dufour 

609 W Harrison 

Auburn, IL 62615 

(217) 438 –2771 

pamdufour@hotmail.com 

It has been a different year trying to get ladies to fill positions. We will be electing officers at the Fall 

Meeting. We have openings for two Nominations committee members. A copy of the ballot will be 

included in the Bridge Newsletter. We will need nominations from the floor.  

Please be in prayer to fill these positions. Be in prayer to God and see if he is leading you to fill one 

of the positions. If he leads you to be in call me at either numbers above if you feel lead or know of 

someone.  

I attended some of the district meetings trying to find ladies to fill the positions and found that most 

districts are in the same shape trying to fill positions. I have been looking at district directories and 

calling ladies all over the conference about positions and asking if they knew of anyone to fill the 

positions.  

I want to that all the officers who have guided me in my first year as Chairperson of Nominations, 

they have helped me so much as well as the committee of nomination members.  
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Membership Nurture & Outreach Kay Fisher 

324 S Center Ave 

Bradley, IL 60915 

(815) 932 –9605 

kay9605@yahoo.com 

Are any of you as tired as I am? Tired of social distancing (no hugs), tired of not meeting in person 

(too much time on Zoom), tired of not seeing our far-away family and friends (fear of safely 

traveling). And all of that stress is making me physically tired as well.  

Lately it seems like so many things I read and hear are directing me to remember to keep a Sabbath 

day. A couple of sermons, a couple of daily devotionals, even a couple of conversations with friends 

have emphasized the importance of just taking a step back from the everyday “normal” activities to 

just breathe and listen for the voice of God. I want you to think about your daily life – where are you 

taking that Sabbath that we all so desperately need? It might be taking time to read that novel 

everyone is talking about, or it might be going to a movie or watching one on TV. It might be going 

window shopping, or it might even be my favorite: a well-deserved nap! And it doesn’t need to be on 

a particular day of the week, as long as you are remembering to rest and relax at least once a week. 

As we move into the last few months of this year, it is time to think about counting our membership 

for 2021 and making plans for 2022. All reporting will be done online again this year, so I am trying 

to develop a paper form that units without internet access can use to get their information to our 

District Membership, Nurture and Outreach coordinators. This form will also help every unit to keep 

better records for their own membership counting. More information about this will be coming in a 

couple months. 

I hope you have all had a wonderful summer, and I pray that you will each have a wonderful autumn 

filled with sunshine and love. Be safe and be well. 

Find us on the web! 

http://www.igrc.org/umw 

https://www.facebook.com/IGRCUMW/ 

Record Your Membership Here 

Did you remember to record your United Methodist Women membership online 

after the last issue of “The Bridge”? No time like the present if you forgot! 

mailto:kay9605@yahoo.com?subject=IGRC%20UMW
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Communication Coordinator Denise Caparula 

522 S Poplar St 

Manteno, IL 60950 

(815) 474 –3659 

igrcumwbridge@gmail.com 

Happy ~almost~ Autumn! As the Communications Coordinator I usually stay in the background in 

the coordination arena rather than writing, but due to recent developments thought it was important 

to clarify a little information. 

We stopped mailing issues of The Bridge with the advent of the pandemic—first there was the 

lockdown, then we recognized it was unwise for extra people to be hanging out in the church office 

making copies and assembling mailings and so on. We are, happy to say, past the stage where we 

have to restrict movement that much. 

During the next stage of the pandemic we still refrained from mailings due to the costs and the 

budget issues that resulted from the ongoing global events of our time. 

There has now been some interest expressed in paid subscriptions for mailings of The Bridge. This 

possibility was discussed by the conference leadership. However, cost is no longer the only issue to 

consider. With United Methodist Women’s focus and commitment to Climate Justice, and our 

exhortations to local units throughout this year to reduce their use of paper, opening this option 

would directly contradict the message we have been trying to deliver. 

Due to this concern we will not be offering an option for paid subscrip-

tions through the conference. We do however realize that not all of 

our members have access to the technology needed to access The 

Bridge. As such, we asking our local units to step in and help distrib-

ute this newsletter to their members who cannot receive emails from 

the conference by printing and handing out or mailing it to those mem-

bers who are interested in such a subscription. We also believe it 

makes much more sense for the logistics of handling fees for postage 

and tracking mailing addresses to be handled at the local level. 

We thank all of you for your commitment to both Climate Justice and 

responding to the needs of your local members! 

Stay Healthy!  

Denise  

The Bridge is published 3 times a year: March, June, and September. 

Please let me know if your email address changes. 

Please forward copies of this newsletter and post publicly to share 

with those who are interested.  

mailto:igrcumwbridge@gmail.com?subject=The%20Bridge%20newsletter


 

Social Action Caroline M Jones 

25 Elk Court 

Washington, IL 61571 

(309) 453 –3729 

jonesteach1@att.net 

On the United Methodist Women Social Action page, you can find resources that: 

• Address the biblical basis for United Methodist Women’s engagement in social action 

• Present the two social action campaigns for the 2021-2024 quadrennium, which are connected 

to our two issue priorities 

• Direct you to more resources and inspire ideas for action 

• Download and print PDFs to forward or display 

Why United Methodist Women Engage in Social Action 

View United Methodist Women Social Action 

View and download a helpful document  that you use as a Bible study in your local unit programs 

and in district or conference workshops: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

whyunitedmethodistwomenengageinsocialaction.pdf  

Reflections on Racial Justice 

From the United Methodist Book of Discipline 

"We recognize racism as sin and affirm the ultimate and temporal worth 

of all persons. We rejoice in the gifts that particular ethnic histories and 

cultures bring to our total life. We commend and encourage the self-

awareness of all racial and ethnic groups and oppressed people that 

leads them to demand their just and equal rights as members of 

society." (Social Principles, ¶ 162 B)  

School-to-Prison Pipeline Bible Study 

A six-part curriculum is available to study with your group: https://

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/action-alert-school-to-prison-

pipeline-bible-study 
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Climate Justice: Just Energy for All 

United Methodist Women calls for sound stewardship of 

the earth and environmentally friendly lifestyles that 

preserve creation for the benefit of present and future 

generations. 

From the United Methodist Book of Discipline 

"All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the 

ways in which we use and abuse it.  Water, air, soil, 

minerals, energy resources, plants, animal life, and space 

are to be valued and conserved because they are God’s 

creation and not solely because they are useful to human 

beings. God has granted us stewardship of creation. We 

should meet these stewardship duties through acts of 

loving care and respect." (Social Principles, ¶ 160) 

View Tools for Climate Justice Action 

Illinois CASA crossed a major 

threshold this summer as we 

now have over 3,000 Volunteer 

Advocates across our network. 

Thank you to our network of 

thirty one local programs in 53 

counties for your diligent work 

supporting our vision of an 

Illinois in which all children thrive 

in a safe, permanent and loving 

home. There are currently over 

21,000 children and youth in 

foster care here in Illinois. To find 

out more information go 

to illinoiscasa.org. 

Illinois CASA, together with its 

local member programs, 

supports and promotes court 

appointed volunteer advocacy for 

children who have experienced 

abuse or neglect. 

Local Action—Speaker/Program Idea for 2022 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-justice
http://illinoiscasa.org/


 



 

In Memoriam 

Emma Lutes Smith 

United Methodist Women Conference President 

1976—1979 

Emma Lutes Smith, 100, died at 4:05 am on July 5, 2021 at The Glenwood Assisted Living Center 

in Effingham. 

She is survived by two sons, Charlie Smith of Nashville TN, and John (Susan) Smith of 

Carbondale; two daughters, Kaye (Terry) Kimpling and Deb (Gary) Gregory both of Effingham; four 

grandchildren; eight great grandchildren, two great-great grandchildren; and brother Carl Lutes of 

Carbondale. In addition to her parents and husband of 57 years, she was preceded in death by her 

son David Smith, one sister Laura Hicks, two brothers Charles and James Lutes, and daughter-in-

law Kathy Smith.  

Emma, the oldest of five children, was born in Christopher, IL on Jan. 28, 1921 to Charles and 

Bessie Duckworth Lutes. Emma graduated from Christopher High School in 1939, attended 

Southern Illinois University, received her teaching credentials in 1941, after which she taught grade 

school, led Sunday School classes, and started or assisted in many vacation Bible school 

sessions. She married Rev. Walter A. Smith on Aug. 3, 1941 in Makanda. Walter preceded her in 

death in 1998. They lived and served Methodist churches in Makanda, northern Illinois, Vienna, 

Equality, Olney, Flora, Lawrenceville, Fairfield, Mt. Vernon, Lebanon, Albion, and Anna, IL, before 

retiring in Carbondale. They spent many winters in Avon Park, Florida after their retirement and 

loved to travel, visiting 49 states and fourteen foreign countries. 

A lifelong member of the United Methodist Church, Emma served as Methodist Conference 

President of the United Methodist Women, and was elected to the General Conference and to the 

Episcopacy Committee of the Jurisdiction. She demonstrated, counseled, and nurtured other 

women in their Christian beliefs and principles. 

Emma was a devoted wife and mother, often left alone to care for her five energetic and 

independent-minded children while her husband travelled on church business. She raised her 

children to have a healthy respect for women, strong leadership, and Christian values. She was a 

loving grandmother and great-grandmother. During the mid-1960s she volunteered at the former 

Tuberculosis Hospital in Mt. Vernon. She was an excellent seamstress, won many county fair 

premiums for her arts and crafts especially crochet and needlepoint, and was an avid gardener and 

crossword puzzle enthusiast.  
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Upcoming Important Dates! 
 

September 1: Registration opens for Assembly 2022 

October 1: IGRC United Methodist Women Leadership Team 

October 2: IGRC United Methodist Women Annual Gathering  

Maty 20-22, 2022: Assembly 2022! 

Please watch your District newsletters for District event dates! 

Please feel free to make copies of this newsletter - either individual pages, or the complete 

issue - for others in your districts and units who would be interested in the information! 


