OCT 2021 | VOL. 26 • NO.2

Former Governor looks back
on Death Row decision

“The death penalty denies the power
of Christ to redeem, restore, and transform all human beings.”
— The United Methodis Church (Social Principles ¶164.G)
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Building Marital Bliss
Many of the changes that come with marriage are
positive and exciting – but tying the knot isn’t without
its own set of stressors. As you begin this journey,
SupportLinc can help you by providing:
• Access to licensed counselors available 24/7/365 for
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you’ll face as you begin your lives together
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• Financial consultation as you plan for the future
• Articles and tip sheets for newlyweds and married life

APPOINTMENTS

• Information on insurance benefits for couples and family
• Referrals to wedding planners, vendors, travel and more

In consultation with the Cabinet
of the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference, Bishop Gregory V.
Palmer appoints the following:
Cheryl Cain, certified lay
minister to Alma-Pleasant Grove,
Kaskaskia River District, ¼ time
effective Sept. 1.

Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone
at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744

Support for Everyday Issues. Every Day.
1-888-881-LINC (5462)
www.supportlinc.com

UMRC

John Vidakovich to Litchfield:
St. Timothy, Mississippi River
District, ¼ time, effective July 1.
Judy Vidakovich to Litchfield:
St. Timothy, Mississippi River
District, ¼ time, effective July 1.

The Current (USPS 014-964) is published
monthly by the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference of The UMC, 5900 South Second
Street, Springfield, IL 62711
An individual subscription is $15 per year.
The opinions expressed in viewpoints are
those of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Current, The IGRC,
or The UMC.

Communications Team
UNITED MEDIA
RESOURCE CENTER

Books available to borrow from the UMRC!
Items can be sent to your church or home address and can be requested
from the online catalog: www.igrc.org/umrc or by email: umrc@igrc.org
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!
DVD studies:
#104106 Difficult Words of Jesus: A Beginner's Guide to His Most Perplexing Teachings (6 sessions)
#105098 Epic of Eden: Psalms (8 sessions)
#118086 Reading the Old Testament through Jewish Eyes: A Study of the Scriptures Jesus Read (6 sessions)
#119185 Sacred Pathways: Nine Ways to Connect with God (5 sessions)
#121034 Ultimate Reliance: Breakthrough Prayer Practices for Leaders (5 sessions)
Books:
#821087 Faithful Families for Advent and Christmas: 100 Ways to Make the Season Sacred
#821079 Fresh Expressions in a Digital Age: How the Church Can Prepare for a Post-Pandemic World
#821084 Holy Work with Children: Making Meaning Together
#821086 Patient Ferment of the Early Church: The Improbable Rise of Christianity in the Roman Empire
#821085 Youth Ministry as Peace Education: Overcoming Silence, Transforming Violence

Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744

Leader: Paul E. Black
Team members:
Kim Halusan, Michele Willson
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Darrin Thurman to Fountain of
Life, Sangamon River District, ½
time, effective Sept. 1. This is his
first appointment in IGRC.
Ashley Clifton to Cissna ParkRankin, Iroquois River District, ¾
time, effective Sept. 1. This is her
first appointment in IGRC.

Supply not appointed
Jacob Wetterlin to AssumptionFindlay-Windsor, Sangamon
River District, effective July 1.

Change of status
Martin Pike, full member
of other denomination,
discontinuation of appointment,
effective Sept. 26. He previously
served the United Parish,
LaMoine River District.
Jacob Wetterlin to AssumptionFindlay-Windsor, Sangamon
River District, effective Sept.
1. This is his first appointment
and moves from a Supply
Not Appointed status to an
appointment as a full-time local
pastor.

Grace to you and peace from God who is
made known to us most fully in the life death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ our savior.
Tuesday, Sept. 21 marked the 25th
anniversary of the death of The Reverend
Henri Nouwen. As you likely know Nouwen
was Dutch, Jesuit priest. The significance of
his contribution to the body of Christ and
humanity writ large transcended his Catholic
roots. He truly had a “catholic spirit” and
embodied one of the historic marks of the
church – catholicity.
Nouwen served in many ways. He was
pastor, teacher, counselor, mentor. He fulfilled
these roles sometimes in formal settings like
the parish and academy. He also preached and
spoke broadly around the world. He wrote
prolifically. It is perhaps through his writing
that he is most widely known.

DEATHS
Anna Jean Rhodes, 92, a former lay
member to annual conference from St.
Elmo: First died Sept. 8 in St. Elmo.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://
www.pagelfuneralhome.com/
obituary/AnnaJean-Rhodes where
condolences may be left for the family.
IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Charles
Don Ferrill, 90, died Sept. 7 in Clinton.
Rev. Ferrill served 41 years in the former
Central Illinois Conference, retiring in 1997
from Danville: St. James. In retirement, he
served six years at Weldon.
Condolences may be sent to his wife, Helen F. Ferrill, 28
Beech Dr., Clinton, IL 61727-2406.
Marjorie Elaine Whitkanack, 89,
wife of the Rev. James Whitkanack
died Sept. 5 in Mattoon.
Rev. Whitkanack served for 31 years in
the former Central Illinois Conference,
retiring in 1991 from Westfield. He
married the former Marjorie Elaine Richard in 2003.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
markwellfuneralhome.com/obituary/MarjorieWhitkanack
Condolences may be sent to Rev. James Whitkanack and
to daughter, Ramona Meahl, 13570 Carney Rd., Akron, NY
14001.
IGRC retired pastor C. W. “Butch”
Reneker, Jr., 74, died Sept. 2 in Flora.
Rev. Reneker served 21 years of active
Ministry, retiring in 2013 from NianticIlliopolis. He continued serving there
for the next 7 1/2 years before being
appointed to Louisville in July where he was serving at the
time of his death.
A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. McGriff
& Triplett Funeral Home in Louisville is in charge of
arrangements.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
mcgriffandtriplettfh.com/obituary/rev-clarencereneker-jr where online condolences may be left for the
family.
Henry J. Mauschbaugh, 85, a former lay member
to annual conference from Peoria First, died Sept. 2 in
Metamora.
Mr. Mauschbaugh was a long-time member at Peoria First,

I have read a several of his
books and still have a few on
my shelves. While the titles and
presenting themes differ, I have
concluded that Nouwen had and
has one driving message for all
of us. Namely “you are the beloved of God.” He pressed his claim about our
beloved-ness by reminding us of the hollowness of succumbing to any or all of the three
things that we are sometimes prone to believe:
•
•
•

We are what we do
We are what others say we are
We are what we have

Nouwen labored to help people be delivered from the bondage that giving in to believing any of the above three to be ultimately true
about ourselves. This may be more important
than ever in this season when so many among
serving in many areas, including
Sunday School teacher, Bible Study
leader and lay ministry leader. He
was also very involved with Cursillo
and Walk to Emmaus.
For a complete obituary, visit:
https://www.pjstar.com/
obituaries/e0050934
Lois J. Whitehurst, 97, widow of the Rev. James
Whitehurst, died Sept. 2 in Tampa, Fla.
Rev. Whitehurst served 46 years of active ministry
beginning in the former Northern Indiana Conference, was
ordained in the former Rock River Conference and served
in extension ministry in Michigan. He retired in 1990 from
the former Central Illinois Conference, having served the
final 32 years as a professor at Illinois Wesleyan University.
He died Feb. 2, 2014.
The Whitehursts were active at Bloomington: Wesley prior
to relocating to Florida in 1990.
Condolences may be sent to a daughter, Carol Demott,
13706 Whitebark Pl., Tampa, FL 33625-4048.
IGRC retired pastor Rev. Raymond P.
Harrison, 81, died Sept. 1, in Peoria.
Rev Harrison served 36 years of
active ministry, retiring in 2002 from
Lawrenceville: First. He served 18 years
as pastor of Texas in retirement.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
hurdfamilyfunerals.com/obituary/RaymondHarrison
Condolences may be sent his wife, Jane Harrison, 1615 N.
Logan St., Chillicothe, IL 61523-1115.
The Rev. Scott McMurray, a clergy
member in the Wisconsin Annual
Conference, died Aug. 20, in Waukesha.
Wis.
Rev. McMurray served in the former
Central Illinois Conference prior to
transferring to the Wisconsin Annual
Conference where he was a retired elder. He was a native
of Peoria and was preceded in death by his wife, Debbie, in
2006. She was a native of Charleston.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.pjstar.com/
obituaries/e0050847

us believe they are not enough.
Doing more, having more and ordering
our lives to please others more will not contribute to the meaning, purpose and joy we
yearn for. These things must find their genesis
in our being convicted, converted and convinced that we are God’s beloved.
Absent this becoming the reigning truth
of our lives we are likely to find ourselves
more empty than full. Embracing the truth of
belovedness sets us free to live life rather than
spend our time searching for a life.
So I end where I have before with this
reminder from holy writ: Beloved, now we are
the children of God, and it does not yet appear
what we shall be…
Yours in Christ,
Gregory V. Palmer

Leadership Mini’s
for October

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Gregory V.
Palmer is inviting IGRC leaders to join him
for Leadership Mini’s during the month of
October.
Preaching When You Don’t Feel Like It |
Oct. 7, from 9:30 to 11 a.m.
See preview video by visiting:
https://youtu.be/sEOi1FHenfY
I Don’t Like Them, I Need to Get to Know
Them Better | Oct. 12, 9:30 to 11 a.m.
See preview video by visiting:
https://youtu.be/G8XklDw6pzY
Register for these at www.MultiplyMinis.org
Multiply Minis are interactive, relevant, and timely trainings for ministry
leaders and churches to multiply your
impact. Minis are free for West Ohio and
IGRC clergy and laity.

Ms. Craig was a probationary
member in the former Central Illinois
Conference for two years,
pastoring at Colusa-Appanoose Yoked
and Dallas City from 1987 to 1989. She
went on Leave of Absence in 1989
before being discontinued in 1994.
A complete obituary can be found by visiting: https://
www.informedchoice.org/obituary/ellen-reneecraig/ where condolences may be shared with the family.
We have just received word of the
death of Peggy Marie Simon, 78,
wife of the Rev. Gene Simon, who died
July 8 in Missoula, Mont.
Together with her husband, the Simons
served 44 years of active ministry,
the last 30 as Executive Director of
Chaddock. He retired in 2005.
A service will be planned for a later date due to Covid-19
concerns.

Condolences can be sent to a daughter, Katie Gross at 304
27th Dr. NW, Austin, MN 55912.

A complete obituary may be found by visiting: https://
www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/missoulian/name/
peggy-simon-obituary?pid=200037702

We have received of Ellen Renee Craig, 68, who died
Aug. 5.

Condolences may be sent to Rev. Gene Simon, 4006
Stonecrest Dr., Missoula, MT 59802-8612.
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Taking cues
Ministry on 9-11: a 20th anniversary reflection from Ted Lasso
BY BOB PHILLIPS

On Sept. 11, 2001, I was serving as Command
Chaplain (senior pastor) at the Naval
Postgraduate School (NPS) in Monterey,
Calif. In some ways it was light years
removed from the personal carnage and
immediate aftermath of that day.
One United Methodist chaplain, a close friend, was at the
Pentagon that morning and ministered in crisis mode to the
wounded and the dazed. Another close friend was senior
chaplain on the USS Enterprise, an aircraft carrier in the
Indian Ocean heading home after a long deployment. He
recalled the ship’s captain coming on the 1MC (intercom)
and telling the crew hours after the attack that the ship was
reversing course and would head toward the likely source
of the attack, in Afghanistan, to arrange airstrike meetings
of the perpetrators with justice. Normally, word that a
deployment was being extended would elicit a mass groan
from a weary crew. That day the reaction was the opposite.
Within days the “Big E” offered an initial foreign policy
lesson to Al Qaeda.
I have no such dramatic story, but the ministry conducted
at NPS offers a glimpse of the larger spiritual and tangible
reaction of military chaplains who are incarnate in the
system that exists to defend and protect the nation. The
ministry at NPS was expressed in four dimensions.
I was asleep when the phone rang around 0645. I had just
started leave to burn some ‘use or lose’ vacation days. It
was our daughter Rachel, a student in Kentucky, asking if
we had seen what was happening. We turned on the tv,
saw what was happening, and I knew immediately that
leave no longer was in the picture. I dressed and walked
to my office at Hermann Hall, the headquarters building
for the school. NPS is a premier graduate level institution
run by the Department of the Navy for master and doctoral
level degrees in disciplines relevant to military service.
Engineering, business, and national security are three of
the several areas of specialty for the 1,000+ students from
all branches of the military plus over 30 allied nations. This
included one of the largest contingents of officers from
Islamic allied nations who, with their families, were assigned
for 1-2 years to complete the rigorous course of study.
The first dimension of ministry was personal. Among
the 250+ worshippers in the Protestant program was a
young Marine Corps enlisted man, who received word
from family later that morning that his two sisters, who
both worked in the Towers, likely were killed in the attack.
The family wanted him home in New Jersey, but all flights
were grounded and it was four days to the next payday. The
young Marine contacted me. Within the hour the Protestant
and Catholic chapel funds contributed (illegally, so sue
me) to help with his finances. That, plus donations from his
fellow Marines in the Defense Language Institute... where
he was studying Arabic...provided him with enough money
to fund a trip to the moon. A Marine buddy was selected,
from numerous volunteers, to drive with him to ensure no
stop on the road would be needed. In 72 hours he was with
his family, grieving together their loss. Follow-on pastoral
conversations on his return provided additional care. The
wife of another student lost a brother in the Pentagon,
and pastoral care also was offered to the couple, both in
dealing with the emotions of the moment and in a search for
perspective after their return from the memorial service.
The second dimension was theological. Chaplains are
the resident theologians at whatever command they serve.
Crises and trauma often lead to a hunger for response, “Is
there any word from the Lord?” on what has happened. In
prayers offered in public events held in the city and at the
school, in a sermon preached to a packed house exceeding
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300 on the Sunday following the event, and in a meditation
offered at a campus-wide memorial service, questions
of God amid evil, justice versus vengeance, and related
themes were addressed. The questions already were being
asked, and no “the” answer was promised, but the legitimate
and gracious role of reflecting on events and next steps
through a theological lens was expressed. Such a ministry
is perfectly possible, even amid the profound religious and
cultural diversity of the multinational student body.
The third dimension was communal. Every member of
my congregation knew their professional and personal
lives would change dramatically in response to 9-11.
Many of those in that congregation would be somewhere
in Southwest Asia within the next 36 months, several
in physical combat. The initial steps in the emotional
unpacking of implications, in shared support, in creating
a setting where one safely could express feelings and
concerns among others who shared similar challenges,
all were encouraged and affirmed at all chapel events.
Coffee and doughnuts discussions after worship expanded
in numbers and length. The chapel communities at the
school already served as first responders to volunteerism
in response to community needs outside the gates of the
school. When an earthquake killed thousands in Turkey
in 1999, including family members of some NPS Turkish
students, the first financial resource to help fund the return
of those students on emergency leave came from the
combined Catholic-Protestant chapel funds. Vibrant chapel
ministries are positioned to make that kind of difference,
and the support of senior leadership at the school enabled
such programs to flourish, without pressuring any student or
staff to participate except as conscience or personal desire
might lead. Numerous other students and staff not part of
the chapel community also provided financial and personal
assistance, gratefully received. As security at the gate
tightened, wife Christy would prepare fresh chocolate chip
cookies to share with the guards standing the night watch,
one of numerous examples of community care for those
whose responsibilities had become more rigorous. When we
visited NPS several years after my retirement from the Navy
in 2005, one of the guards vaguely recalled me but clearly
remembered Christy... and the warm chocolate chip cookies.
The fourth dimension was one of reconciliation. News
of the attack traveled swiftly among the students. A doctoral
student in engineering from Egypt, whose first name was
Osama, came to me, deeply upset. We previously had
worked together to create a Muslim prayer space for
students to use while on campus, a space complete with
the capability to perform ablutions as part of keeping Salat.
Osama was appalled at what had happened and wanted
me to know that Islam did not condone the terror inflicted
in its name. We were agreed. With others, we planned a
campus-wide memorial service, with representatives from
campus military leadership, Christian, Muslim and Jewish
communities. On the day of the event, as attendees walked
the long sidewalk leading to the campus auditorium, officers
from the various Muslim nations represented among the
student body formed a guard of honor on either side of the
walkway, a quiet statement of solidarity. Name-calling, faithbaiting and ugly stereotypes found no place on campus,
thanks to the efforts and collaborative spirit of many,
including the religious community.
The nation, and NPS, have undergone profound change
since 2001. What has not changed are the spiritual and
emotional needs, and strengths, of the men and women
who serve, the challenges faced by their families, and the
role of faith in offering perspective and hope amid trauma
and human ugliness.
(The Rev. Dr. Bob Phillips is a retired IGRC clergy member and a
retired Navy chaplain, having served in active duty for 30 years)

BY CINDY GREGORSON

I finally jumped on the
Ted Lasso bandwagon. I had
heard it was good, but it
sounded corny and I wasn’t
sure I wanted to watch a
“fish-out-of-water” TV show, especially if the
humor was at the main character’s expense.
I have lived enough of my life feeling
like I didn’t fit in or didn’t belong and did
not want to watch something that would
surface all those old feelings. But folks kept
saying it was one of the best things they had
watched recently, so I decided to give it a try.
Six episodes later, I shut down the iPad for
the evening and, over the next two nights,
finished all the available episodes.
The show (which streams on Apple
TV and is rated for mature adults) is a bit
raunchy. More f-bombs and sexual content
than needed to make it work, if you ask me.
But if you can get past that, there is a
goodness that runs at the heart of this show
that draws you in. You see transformation
happening in the characters: They are
becoming better people and truly caring
about each other, and it seems to start with
Ted Lasso and his goofy but genuine heart.
On the face of it, you would probably
discount him. He does not seem to have
enough gravitas. But what he does have is
an amazing ability to see people. He really
sees them, makes an effort to connect to
them, whoever they are, and through his
interactions, builds them up and helps them
grow into their potential.
He does not take cheap shots at someone
else’s expense, and somehow, he is able to let
criticism roll off his back and see the good in
others even when they are against him. Even
more, he forgives others readily, and offers
his own apologies immediately when he has
hurt someone else. It feels so different from
where we are living as a culture right now,
which is why the show is so captivating.
Contrast this with a Master Class I have
been taking through Fresh Expressions,
in which we have been talking about the
sociological issues affecting the church.
Polarization. Being fractured into likeminded groups and casting the other as
the enemy. The lack of social cohesion and
institutional trust. We have lost the bridge
organizations that helped an individual or
group connect to the larger community.
The church used to be one of those bridge
organizations, but the teacher of my Master
Class posits that the church has been
captured by the culture, and we are as divided
and sorted and polarized as the rest of the
world. And when that happens, we stop being
who we are called to be as a church where
there is no Jew or Greek, no slave or free, no
male or female, and instead we are all one in
Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28).
If we are going to be counter-cultural, it
cannot simply be in reaction to one aspect of
the culture (which is what is on our airwaves
right now—the political right and left each
labeling the other as the enemy); rather, we
need to stand in a posture that is above and
beyond all of it.
Trusting the power of love, believing
in people, and calling them to believe in

TED LASSO CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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A CALL TO EXAMINE
UNITED METHODIST REAL ESTATE

BY RICK REINHARD

The real-estate business is a data
business. Look at a simple house listing
on Zillow, with number of rooms,
square footage, acreage, appliances and
comparative pricing. Most churches and
annual conferences do not have the sorts of data required
to make even the most basic informed real-estate
decisions.
The General Council on Finance and
Administration's Quadrennium Statistical Forms require
United Methodist churches to collect data on many
aspects. The most recent form asks churches to provide
120 different pieces of data. Four relate to real estate:
1. Line 24. Market value of church-owned land,
buildings, vehicles and equipment.
2. Line 26. Debt secured by church physical assets.
3. Line 62e. Amount received from sale of church
assets.
4. Line 62f. Amount received through building use
fees, contributions and rentals.
Real estate is a church's largest asset, often
comprising 90 percent or more of a church's total assets
and 50 percent or more of its operating expenses; yet,
churches and annual conferences often collect almost no
data on real estate. This is a critical gap at a time when
more and more churches will be forced to close because
of their inability to pay for the huge costs associated
with their properties. The real estate crisis is the church's
elephant in the room.
My estimates are that the next several years will
see the closing of as many as 100,000 houses of worship
throughout the United States, up from an estimated
3,750 to 8,000 per year now. While it is easy to blame
COVID-19 for the upcoming closings, most of the
churches were on the brink of shuttering pre-pandemic.
Smaller-membership numbers, increasing facility
costs and an overabundance of church locations in a
mobile society have led to a situation where the pandemic
serves as the straw breaking the camel's back. The need
to collect and analyze more and better data is one of four
cornerstones for a church and annual conference to build
upon to begin to avert a real-estate crisis. The other three,
to be explored in the future, are:
• Factors. Key information, not only about real
estate, but also six additional factors that go to
determine future viability: market, politics, money,
congregation, denomination, partners.
• Actions. Six possible alternatives for each property:

TED LASSO CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
themselves and what they have to offer to others: Wasn’t
that a prime way Jesus went about his ministry? Think
about it. Zaccheus. The Samaritan woman. Nicodemus.
Peter. He calls us in. He invites us to see ourselves as
God sees us. Yes, there might be some accountability,
but always it is to grow into who we can be, to live freely,
full of love and grace, and to see ourselves as part of a
larger community—not simply as individuals making
our own way in the world.
So here is what I wonder: What would it take for
me, for us, for the church to be like that? I was up near
Bemidji in early August staying at a cabin. I went out
walking or running on the gravel roads around me,
and this interesting phenomenon happened that I had
forgotten about. Everyone waved at me as they drove by.
Every time. They didn’t know me. But it was an

downsize, merge, lease, develop, liquidate, do
nothing.

• Philosophy. A new philosophy about real estate,
one about which seminarians are educated,
to which personnel are assigned and to which
resources are devoted.
What sort of data should churches and annual
conferences collect on their real estate?
Beyond Zillow, here are a few:
• Description. What is the description of our property
(including site plan and photographs)? How many
square feet of land? Of buildings? Of parking? What
is the use of the buildings? How big are the rooms?
How many bathrooms? What is in the kitchen?
When were the buildings built? Renovated? How
many entrances and exits? Does the building have
elevators? How is handicapped accessibility? What is
the maximum capacity?
• Condition. What is the condition of each section of
the property? What major repairs and replacement
are required to keep the property operable? When
will those need to be made? What is the cost? Is the
property in an area affected by natural or humancaused disasters?
• Value. What is the property's value? On a salescomparison basis? On a rebuilding-cost basis? On
an income-capitalization basis? How were these
calculations determined?
• Leases. What portion of the property is leased to
other entities (e.g., other congregations, child care
centers, other human-service organizations? For how
much? What would market rents be?
• Deed. What is the status of the property deed? Does
it include reversionary clauses or deed restrictions?
• Regulatory. What is the zoning of the site? Of the
surrounding neighborhood? What other regulations
(parking, traffic, water, sewer) does the municipality
impose?
• Ratios. What percent of operating costs are spent
on property? What percent of assets is tied up in
property? What is the property operating cost per
worshipper? What is the property-asset value per
worshipper? How have these ratios changed over
time? How are they projected to change?
• Congregational health. How vital is the congregation
(according to statistics required by GCFA)?
• Relationships. In addition to these quantitative

acknowledgment that they saw me, which I really
appreciated as I did not want to be run over while
walking. It created a small connection. Because of the
way people had been greeting me, when I ran by a house
with the most stunning gardens and the owner was
outside working on them, I decided to be bold and walk
up his driveway to tell him how much I appreciated his
work. I learned a bit about him and his labor of love in
the creation of these gardens. We learned each other’s
names. Small stuff, but we took a moment to connect. I
walked away smiling, and hopefully he did too.
You might think this is not radical, but I am
reserved by nature, and I live in a big city where I have
been socialized to keep my head down, walk like you
know where you are going, and don’t talk to strangers.
I was taught those skills for my self-preservation, but
how much are they hurting us as a society? Too much
“I,” not enough “we,” as Ted Lasso says. I deeply believe

data, a church should collect contact information
and forge and maintain relationships with at least
the following officials: mayor, council chair, district
council member, council planning committee chair,
city manager, planning commission chair, planning
director, historic preservation board chair, historic
preservation manager, neighborhood association
leadership, business association leadership, nextdoor and across-the-street neighbors, top local
commercial realtors, top local mixed-use developers.

These are the sorts of data to be collected (and
relationships to be cultivated), regardless of impending
plans involving the congregation or its real estate. The
information needs to be updated regularly, especially in a
volatile real-estate market.
At the annual conference level, trustees and staff
must enter into the discipline of collecting and analyzing
data, even with the challenge of building a database from
only a small amount of information. If trustees make
a good decision on one church alone, it may be worth
five or six (or even seven) figures. Beyond monetary
ramifications, good real-estate data can make or break
the spirit of churches and, perhaps more importantly,
preserve social capital in the community that a church
and its worshippers serve.
The possible split in The United Methodist Church
makes real-estate strategy more, not less, critical.
Because The United Methodist Church is a
connectional denomination, a top-down real-estate
strategy, similar to those of the Roman Catholic Church
and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, is
impossible. So, it is incumbent upon United Methodist
bishops, agencies and lay leadership to develop a strategic
vision for the real estate of its churches, one that can
inspire individual churches. Such a vision requires a
grounding in data: how many, how big, what condition,
how much value. This grounding is often lacking today.
Thanks to individual initiatives, some excellent
redevelopment and repurposing projects are occurring
in United Methodist churches across North America.
But the need to treat real estate as seriously as Sunday
services, Christian missions and religious education can
result in strategies that will support the church's mission.
It all begins knowing what you have.
(Rick Reinhard is associate of The Lakelands Institute
and principal of Niagara Consulting Group. He managed
economic-development organizations and city agencies
for 30 years before working for the past five years in
management positions involving properties for The
United Methodist Church. He may be contacted at
richardtreinhard@gmail.com.)
we are inextricably connected as human beings, and we
are held up by love. We are all beloved children of God.
And I want that to show up in my daily interactions.
I want to be more like Jesus, and his way of living and
loving that is so counter-cultural.
So church, do you think there is a chance we could
once again become that bridge organization in our
world? A place where all are seen, all are loved, all are
invited to grow into the best version of themselves,
and we do it together. No divisions, no labels, no us vs.
them. Just followers of Jesus staying true to our calling
to love one another…all the one another’s!
(Rev. Cindy Gregorson is director of ministries and
clergy assistant to the bishop for the Minnesota Annual
Conference of The United Methodist Church. Reprinted
with permission from the Minnesota Annual Conference
website, www.minnesotaumc.org)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND
UPCOMING EVENTS
The Dangerous Truth about
Today's Marijuana
SPRINGFIELD – Illinois Church Action
on Alcohol and Addiction Problems (ILCAAAP) will sponsor a free video presentation from 11 a.m. to noon on Oct. 12.
Laura Stack, a Hall of Fame
speaker, best-selling author
and founder of Johnny's
Ambassadors, will speak.
In November 2019, Laura
suddenly acquired the
undesired wisdom of knowing what it's
like to lose a child when her son, Johnny
committed suicide after suffering from delusions triggered from marijuana-induced
psychosis.
The presentation will educate parents
and teens about the dangers of today's
high-THC marijuana on adolescent brain
development, mental illness and suicide.
Read more and register for the webinar
by visiting: https://register.gotowebinar.
com/register/5622319040758871310

Courage, Creativity and
the Power of Change
COLUMBUS, Ohio –
Bishop Palmer’s Leadership Clinic continues on
Thursday, Oct. 14 with Beth
Comstock.
Read more and register by visiting:
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/
event/bishop-palmers-leadership-clinicoctober-edition
The clinic will begin at 9 a.m. Central
Time. Following her presentation, Bishop
Palmer will interview Beth and take questions from the virtual audience.
You can register for this live webcast by
clicking the link above. We hope you can
take advantage of these clinics and tap
into these influential resources who each
offer a unique perspective.
Remember: IGRC pastors and laity will
get the same pricing as West Ohio's
price tier.
In order to register, you will need to set
up an account on the West Ohio Conference website. Just follow the link,
set up your account and make your
selections.
Comstock is known as GE’s Czar of Innovation, a bestselling author, corporate
director/advisor, and nature conservationist. She built a career as storyteller, marketer and innovation champion, as GE's
first female Vice Chair, as well as Chief
Marketing and Commercial Officer.
She was President of Integrated Media
at NBC Universal as part of her journey
through media, which included roles at
NBC, CBS and Turner Broadcasting. Beth
is currently a director at Nike and EVgo,
a Trustee at National Geographic Society,
and a partner in Climate Real Impact
Solutions. Beth is considered one of "The
World's 100 Most Powerful Women” by
Forbes magazine, a top ten most influential leader in the US, and a top 20 most
influential communicator in the US.
Beth’s book Imagine It Forward: Courage,
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Creativity, and the Power of Change
has become a great resource for organizations looking to innovate and
change. Beth is a graduate of The
College of William and Mary.

LOCAL CHURCH
NEWS

CHAMPAIGN FAITH
CELEBRATES MORTGAGE
BURNING, BEING DEBT FREE

Director of Children and Youth Ministries
Sugar Creek United Methodist Church is hiring a
full-time Director of Children and Youth Ministries
responsible for offering the children and youth of
SCUMC creative and effective programs,
curriculum opportunities, and experiences to
meet their spiritual, social, and relational needs.
Applications may be sent to

office@sugarcreek.org

Cunningham Be a Hero 5K
URBANA – You can be a hero in the
eyes of Cunningham kids! Join in
Saturday, Oct. 16 for Cunningham Children’s Home "Be a Hero 5K."
Whether you move like “The Flash” or at
“Hulk” speed, the "Be a Hero 5K" is open
to runners and walkers of all skill levels.
All funds raised through the event will
help to meet the critical needs of the 777
youth, adults and families served by Cunningham. More information about how
programs help youth and families to heal,
learn and grow, can be found at cunninghamhome.org.
Read more by visiting: https://www.cunninghamhome.org/stories_and_media/
be-hero-5k

Fall Rally with Harvest
TROY – Harvest Ministry Team is relaunching its conferences that have been
on hold due to the pandemic with a Fall
Rally for grades 6 to 12 on Saturday, Oct.
23, from 9 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. at Troy UMC.
The event will focus on Jesus through
worship, preaching, seminars, and fun!
The $25 registration fee includes refreshments, Chick-Fil-A lunch, all sessions and
a free t-shirt (for those registered by Oct.
6).
Contact Tim Price (tim@harvestministryteams.com) if you have questions.
Register online by visiting: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/fall-rally-with-harvestministry-registration-167596382291

Leadership session
with Jemar Tisby
COLUMBUS, Ohio – Bishop Palmer’s Leadership
Clinic's final installment
will be Tuesday, Nov. 9 with
best-selling author Jemar
Tisby.
Read more and register by visiting:
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/
event/bishop-palmers-leadership-clinicnovember-edition
The clinic will begin at 9 a.m. Central Time
with a presentation by Tisby followed by
Bishop Palmer interviewing his guest and
taking questions from the virtual audience.
You can register for this live webcast by
clicking the link above. We hope you can
take advantage of these clinics and tap
into these influential resources who each
offer a unique perspective.
Remember: IGRC pastors and laity will
get the same pricing as West Ohio's

price tier.
In order to register, you will need to
set up an account on the West Ohio
Conference website. Just follow the
link, set up your account and make
your selections.
Tisby is a New York Times best-selling
author, the Deputy Director of Narrative
and Advocacy at the Center for Antiracist
Research at Boston University, and the
founder of The Witness, Inc. His bestselling books, The Color of Compromise:
The Truth about the Church's Complicity
in Racism and latest work How to Fight
Racism have been used as resources by
churches and organizations around the
globe. Jemar has been a co-host of the
Pass The Mic podcast since its inception
seven years ago.
His writing has been featured in The
Washington Post, The Atlantic, and The
New York Times, among others. He is a
frequent commentator on media/news
outlets. He speaks nationwide on the
topics of racial justice, U.S. history and
Christianity. Jemar has a degree from the
University of Notre Dame and is currently
finishing his PhD in History this year at
the University of Mississippi where he
studies race, religion, and social movements in the 20th century.

Stephen Ministries training
goes online
ST. LOUIS, Mo. – Stephen Ministries St.
Louis is now training caring ministry
leaders through a live, interactive online
training experience called the Bridge
Leader’s Training Course (BLTC). This
event fully trains Stephen Leaders—the
pastors, church staff, and lay leaders who
begin and lead Stephen Ministry in their
congregation.
To learn more about Stephen Ministry,
visit www.stephenministries.org or call
(314) 428-2600. Additional information
about the Bridge Leader’s Training Course
is available at www.stephenministries.org/
bridge.
The BLTC draws on newly redesigned
and updated Stephen Ministry resources
to equip participants with the skills and
know-how to lead all aspects of their
congregation’s Stephen Ministry. This
includes training a team of congregation members as lay caregivers (called
Stephen Ministers), matching them with
hurting people in the congregation and
community, and offering ongoing guidance and support to Stephen Ministers as
they provide one-to-one, Christ-centered

Positions Open

CHAMPAIGN – The congregation of Champaign
Faith gathered safely on Sept. 12, celebrating the burning
of its mortgage and being debt free. In addition to the
mortgage burning, attendees were treated to BBQ, games
for the children and music.
The mortgage burning culminated a 15-year journey
for the congregation. Most recently, in 2006, they added
a preschool and education wing, a gathering fellowship
area, a brand-new kitchen, and a large multi-purpose
room for group events and contemporary worship –
which was just used by the local Jewish Synagogue for
their High Holy Days due to construction in their facility.
Faith paid off the debt from all three previous editions
early and did so with this most recent one as well.
Nearly doubling their space - this undertaking was
a leap of faith thus adding to the strength of their name.
In addition, the building is the first L.E.E.D. (Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design) Certified church
in Illinois, as well as one of the first churches in the area
to add solar panels in 2020. The people of Faith celebrate
that this leap landed on firm ground thanks to the faithful
generosity of the church. As they move into the future,
Faith is committed to continuing its vibrant heritage of
connecting ALL people with God’s grace.

First United Methodist Church of Peoria,
Illinois is a growing downtown church
seeking the following full-time positions,
which include a robust benefits package.
Director of Music & Worship
Ministries – read more at: https://www.

igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/director-ofmusic-and-worship-ministries-15429832

Director of Children and Family
Ministries – read more at: https://www.

igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/director-ofchildren-and-family-ministries-15429843
Director/Pastor of Discipleship –
read more at: https://www.igrc.org/

classifiedsdetail/director-pastor-ofdiscipleship-15429854
Contact information and job descriptions
are included with the online ads.

care to people experiencing a wide range
of life difficulties.
The Bridge Leader’s Training Course is
delivered via Zoom to cohorts of twenty
people, led by two members of Stephen
Ministries’ teaching faculty. Each session
uses a variety of teaching methods—presentation, small- and whole-group discussions, skill practice, video, and more. The
course consists of 10 sessions held twice
weekly for five weeks or once weekly for
ten weeks.

STONINGTON UMC BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE
BY REV. BRENNAN HURLEY

STONINGTON – “Your building is no
longer usable.”
That’s what the United Methodists in
Stonington have heard for a while now. After
a generous donation of revenue-producing
farmland and many prayerful meetings,
we’ve unanimously decided to re-build.
This summer, the old building, which has
stood since 1895 on North Elm Street in
Stonington was demolished and construction
quickly began on the new building in the
same location.
In the meantime, we are worshiping
at the Stonington Community Center each
Sunday at 10 a.m. Both the pandemic and
our temporarily building-less state has
instilled in us a sense that God’s mission is
bigger than any building and more expansive
than anything we can fit inside four walls.

The Bridge Leader’s Training Course has
welcomed participants from churches
across the United States and Canada, as
well as from other countries including
Australia, China, Germany, and Switzerland. Since the initial cohort in July 2020,
more than a thousand individuals representing hundreds of congregations have
completed the training from the convenience of their own home or office and
are now serving as Stephen Leaders.
Established in 1975, Stephen Ministry is a
lay caring ministry being used by thousands of congregations of all types, sizes,
and settings—across the US, Canada, and
30 other countries. Stephen Leaders in
these congregations have equipped more
than 600,000 people as Stephen Minis-

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
Coaching men & youth to THRIVE
through Christ

GIVE

2021

Champaign Faith was begun in 1959 as a church
plant of Champaign First UMC. Since its inception,
the church has undergone four new additions to their
building—dramatically expanding both their space and
their ministries, which they open to local community
groups on a regular basis.

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
ters, who in turn have cared for millions
of people in need. The new training and
resources carry this ministry into the future, preparing congregations to meet the
ministry challenges of an ever-changing
world.

Mediation Skills
Training Institute
LOMBARD – Registration is now open
for Mediation Skills Training Institute for
Church Leaders, to be held on Oct.11-15
and Nov. 15-19, sponsored by the Lombard
Mennonite Peace Center.
The two identical sessions will be held
remotely via Zoom. This workshop is de-

signed to help church leaders deal more
effectively with interpersonal, congregational, and other forms of group conflict.
For details consult this MSTI Brochure.
For a complete list of training events being offered by the Lombard Mennonite
Peace Center — including our one-day
Conflict Transformation Skills and Healthy
Congregations — please consult this
LMPC 2021 Program Calendar. For online
registration go to our website at www.
lmpeacecenter.org/all-events.

Online certification classes
WINFIELD, Kan. – The Institute for Discipleship at Southwestern College is here

to help in an affordable and convenient
way. We offer several certifications based
on GBHEM education requirements, as
well as other leadership courses. It would
be my joy to share these with you.

We hope that the new building is not
just a place where people will come on
Sunday mornings, but an outpost for mission
in the name of Jesus Christ. We don’t
envision our new building project as just a
“you build it, and they will come” type of
endeavor, but a “you build it, and from it we
will go.”
We have dreamed big dreams and
planned big plans. Of course, God may have
other dreams and other plans which we have
not yet realized, but in a time when much
church-talk is pessimistic about what lies
ahead, United Methodists in Stonington are
excited for the future.
We hope and pray that our new building
will shine lights of faith, hope, and love
on North Elm Street, in Stonington, and
throughout the world.

Read more by visiting: https://www.beadisciple.com/certifications-ceus/

Each certification consists of four online
courses, each just $125. Students receive
over 20 weeks of high-quality, smallgroup instruction for a total of $500. The
certifications are split evenly between
Biblical and theological instruction and
practical, on-the-ground skills.

There are five practical ministry certifications that are starting on Aug.23, which
are designed to give laity in the Church
affordable and accessible foundations
for ministry. Certifications are available in
Spiritual Formation, Missions, Rural Ministry, Women’s Ministry, and Christian Care
and Counseling.

Persons seeking UM Professional Certification, particularly as part of a route to
ordination, should be aware that these
courses are not currently approved by
GBHEM for that purpose.

A United Methodist emphasis can be
added to any certification with one additional course in United Methodist Studies.
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FORMER GOVERNOR LOOKS BACK ON HIS
DECISION TO EMPTY ILLINOIS’ DEATH ROW

THE CHURCH’S POSITION
ON THE DEATH PENALTY

The United Methodist Church says, “The death penalty denies the power
of Christ to redeem, restore, and transform all human beings.” (Social
Principles ¶164.G) As Wesleyans, we believe that God’s grace is ever
reaching out to restore our relationship with God and with each other.
The death penalty denies the possibility of new life and reconciliation.

United Methodist George Ryan changes state’s criminal justice landscape a generation later

(Editor’s note: Former Illinois Governor George H. Ryan
is a member of Kankakee: Asbury UMC)
BY DAVID BLANCHETTE

George H. Ryan has faced some harsh critics
during his 87 years of life, much of it spent in the
public eye. But there was no tougher crowd than the
roomful of murder victims’ families that he invited to
the Illinois Executive Mansion in 2002.
“They were bitter. They were terribly angry,” Ryan
said. “I stood at the podium and they threw stuff at
me and raised hell with me.”
Ryan, who was in the waning months of his one
term as Illinois’ 39th governor, was considering the
fate of more than 100 prison inmates on the state’s
death row. He had been moved by the high-profile
case of an innocent man who had spent 18 years
awaiting execution in Illinois, and stood poised to
make a monumental decision that would change the
state’s criminal justice landscape for generations.
Ironically, Ryan is most often remembered for
his own troubles with the criminal justice system
that ended with him serving five-and-a-half years in
prison. He decided not to run for reelection in 2002,
largely due to the highly publicized investigation that
would ultimately result in his conviction. That left
Ryan with a few precious months to accomplish what
could form the legacy of his term in office.
“I wanted to do other things with my time in the
governor’s office, but I got waylaid with the death
penalty,” Ryan said.
That issue is the focus of Ryan’s book Until I
Could Be Sure: How I Stopped the Death Penalty in
Illinois. The book was published in 2020, and Ryan
held a private reception and book signing for friends
and former colleagues recently in Springfield. He
discussed the death penalty, his own time in prison
and his life in retirement.

“How does that happen in America?”

“Before my time in office and as an officeholder
I strongly supported the death penalty,” Ryan said.
“It took some time for me to change my mind about
keeping it in place.”
Ryan, a Republican, was faced with the prospect
of an execution shortly after he took office in 1999. The
governor’s role in an execution is to consider any final
executive clemency requests that are filed on behalf of
an inmate. Ryan did not grant clemency for Andrew
Kokoraleis, who was put to death on March 17 of that
year.
“That guy was terrible. He and his gang used to
drive down the streets of Chicago and pick up young
women and mutilate them, rape them, kill them and
throw them back in the street,” Ryan said. “All of my
staff and everybody wanted me to go ahead and execute
the guy and I said I really didn’t want to do it, but in
the end I looked at it and he was guilty and did a lot of
really bad things.”
“So we executed him. I did that and I’ll have to
live with that for the rest of my life,” Ryan said. “But I
thought I did the right thing at the time.”
That same year, Anthony Porter was exonerated
after having spent 18 years on Illinois’ death row
for a double murder. Ryan had granted Porter a
stay of execution that gave Northwestern University
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journalism students time to hire a private investigator,
who found the real killer. Porter’s release from prison
received extensive media coverage.
“I was at the Executive Mansion watching the
news and here comes this guy with a big grin on his
face. He has just been released after being in jail for
18 years for killing those people,” Ryan said. “I said
to (my wife) Lura Lynn, ‘How does that happen in
America?’ How do they keep a guy in jail for 18 years
on death row and then tell him he’s not guilty, you can
go home now?”
The Porter case triggered Ryan’s interest, and
a follow-up investigation by the Chicago Tribune
about the state’s death penalty statute and its
implementation made Ryan realize “how bad and
corrupt and rotten the death penalty was and I agreed
it didn’t work.”
Ryan personally reviewed the cases of more than
100 Illinois inmates on death row. He appointed a
commission to examine and improve the state’s death
penalty statute to a point that Illinois would not
execute an innocent person, and that commission
came back with 85 recommendations for legislation.
“Well, it was an election year and (Senate
President) Pate Philip just buried the legislation
altogether, because he was a solid guy with the
death penalty,” Ryan said. “(House Speaker) Mike
Madigan managed to pass just one piece of the
recommendations, and that was that all people in
death penalty cases had to have their confessions
videotaped.”
“At that point I only had a few weeks left in office.
I couldn’t get anything done, it was an election year,
and nobody wanted to look like they were soft on
crime,” Ryan said. “I could leave office and let the
system go on and maybe three guys get executed who
are innocent. Then I would have asked myself, Why
the hell didn’t I do something about it.’”
That’s when Ryan began to think there was only
one safe way to prevent the execution of innocent
people. He began discussing the possibility with his
staff of commuting all death row inmates’ sentences.

“It was a very intense four-month
period”

“There was division in the Governor’s Office,” said
Dave Urbanek, press secretary and later director of
communications for the Ryan administration. “There
was political division, there was policy division, and
there were a lot of Republicans who were like, ‘What
are you doing? The death penalty is one of our staple
issues.’”
“They said this isn’t what Republicans do. But
George said, ’Well, this is what decent people do,’”
Urbanek said. “He actually did have his hand on the
switch. And the way the system was set up it was
unfair and it wasn’t working.”
Brad Cole was Ryan’s deputy chief of staff.
“The legislative leaders weren’t on board, most
of the people of his own party weren’t on board.
Eliminating or placing a moratorium on the death
penalty was not exactly a Republican platform issue
at the time,” Cole said. “There were and are friends
that have probably let this issue or some other issue
influence their opinion of George. But there are a lot
of others that still have great admiration for him.”

Few people were busier than Mark Warnsing
during the waning days of 2002. He was the
administration’s deputy counsel for public safety and
advised the governor about all of the facts and legal
issues on each executive clemency case, which are
normally handled one at a time. As Ryan’s term was
ending, there was an avalanche of more than 100
clemency cases at once.
“A lot of the lawyers for these death row guys
picked up on the fact that the governor may want to
start considering these cases,” said Warnsing, who
had assisted on death penalty cases during an earlier
career as a prosecutor. “It was a very intense fourmonth period. Addressing everybody on death row
at the same time was a monumental step and a rather
daunting thing to even try to contemplate.”
Ryan ultimately decided to commute the death
sentences of everybody on death row to life in prison,
except for four individuals whose sentences were
commuted to time served and were released.

The United Methodist Church also recognizes the unjust and flawed
implementation of the death penalty, pointing out the example
of Texas, where executions reveal racism, bias against
mentally handicapped persons and the likely execution
of at least one innocent person. (Book of Resolutions, 5037)
“We oppose the death penalty (capital punishment)
and urge its elimination from all criminal codes.”
(Social Principles ¶164.G)

“What I did with the death penalty put
an X on me.“
Ryan’s death row decision came as federal
prosecutors were building their case against him and
78 other state officials. The investigation began while
Ryan was Illinois’ secretary of state. Six children
were killed and their parents severely injured in a
Wisconsin crash caused by an unqualified driver
who had obtained his license through bribes made
to Secretary of State officials. The investigation scope
widened to include things that occurred while Ryan
was governor.
Ryan was indicted in December 2003 on 22
counts, including racketeering, bribery, extortion,
money laundering and tax fraud. He was defended
pro bono by Winston and Strawn, the law firm
managed by James R. Thompson, the former
governor, with whom Ryan had served as lieutenant
governor.
April 17, 2006, a jury found Ryan guilty on all
counts. He was sentenced to six and a half years in
prison. Ryan served five and a half, entering federal
prison on Nov. 7, 2007. His wife of 55 years died in
2011 while Ryan was incarcerated.
“Here I am in prison and my wife died. It was
terrible, I couldn’t do anything,” Ryan said. “They gave
me an opportunity to go visit her but she was almost
dead when I got to the hospital at midnight. Then
they wouldn’t let me go to her funeral. I wasn’t doing
anything in the prison, and I missed her burial.”
As tough as that situation was, Ryan said it
was nothing compared to the plight of the inmates
on Illinois’ death row during the last days of his
administration.
“There’s no comparison. I was in a camp, there
were no bars, the guards didn’t check to see if you
were in bed at night,” Ryan said. “To compare it to
death row, I couldn’t do that.”
The prison at Terre Haute where Ryan was
incarcerated housed the federal death row, but Ryan
said there were no executions while he was there.
Ryan still feels he got a “raw deal” with his
conviction and imprisonment, and, “What I did with
the death penalty put an X on me,” Ryan said. “Pretty
much every prosecutor and police officer in the state

“The legislative leaders weren’t on board, most of the
people of his own party weren’t on board. Eliminating or
placing a moratorium on the death penalty was not exactly
a Republican platform issue at the time. There were and
are friends that have probably let this issue or some other
issue influence their opinion of George. But there are a lot
of others that still have great admiration for him.”
BRAD COLE, DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF

were upset and told me how bad I was.”
But Ryan still has no regrets about his mass
executive clemency actions.
“It was the right thing to do,” Ryan said. “I would
do it again.”
Mike Murphy of Springfield served as press
spokesman when Ryan was the lieutenant governor
and during his first term as secretary of state. Murphy
was one of many people who reconnected with Ryan
during his recent Springfield book signing.
“George Ryan as I knew him was not hardhearted
or a conservative for that matter, so I was not
surprised that he did the right thing about the death
penalty,” Murphy said. “Unfortunately he was going
through some other things at the time that cast some
ill light on his tenure, but I’ll never be able to thank
him enough for his position on the death penalty.”
Ryan’s late 2002 actions eventually led to legislation
that was signed on March 9, 2011, by Illinois Governor
Pat Quinn to abolish the death penalty in Illinois. All

15 death row inmates in the state had their sentences
commuted to life in prison without the possibility of
parole.

“I have no conscience problems.”

Several years ago Ryan and Urbanek started
drafting a book about Ryan’s career as a state
representative, speaker of the Illinois House,
lieutenant governor, secretary of state and governor.
“I called Scott Turow, he’s a friend of mine and
has written a lot of good books,“ Ryan said. “After he
read what we put together, he said, ‘You don’t want to
write this kind of book, you want to write a book on
the death penalty. That’s the story you want to tell.’”
Ryan collaborated with former Chicago Tribune
writer Maurice Possley, “who used to kick the hell out
of me all of the time when I was governor,” and the
book Until I Could Be Sure was the result.
Ryan still lives in his hometown of Kankakee
but is frequently in Springfield visiting family. He

has six children, 17 grandchildren and 14 greatgrandchildren. Ryan is still acknowledged throughout
Illinois.
“I walk down the street or I go to restaurants
and people recognize me and come up and say hello,”
Ryan said. “They are all very generous and kind. I
haven’t had anybody really get after me.”
“Life has been good, my family is healthy, I have a
lot of grandkids, and I’m now living an old man’s life,”
Ryan said. “I have no conscience problems with what
I did when I was in or out of office.”
(David Blanchette is a freelance writer from
Jacksonville. He was part of the team that worked with
Governor and Mrs. Ryan on the development of the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum,
and later served as downstate press secretary for
Governor Pat Quinn. Reprinted with permission from
the Illinois Times, www.illinoistimes.com)
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LDS CHURCH AGREES TO PAY INTO
BOY SCOUTS’ VICTIMS FUND

the U.S. bankruptcy trustee, along with
some law firms representing hundreds of
DALLAS, Texas (UMNS) – The
men who say they were abused.
United Methodist Church continues to
The AP also reported that the latest
seek liability protection in the Boy Scouts
version
of the BSA plan provides a way
of America bankruptcy, but another
for
churches,
civic groups and other troop
religious group has agreed to pay into a
sponsors
to
be
released from liability.
proposed fund for survivors of ScoutingA
full
release
would
come for assigning
related sex abuse.
insurance
rights
and
making a significant
The Church of Jesus Christ of Lattercash
contribution
to
the
fund, the news
day Saints — known to many as the
service
said.
LDS or the Mormons — said earlier this
An Aug. 25 press release from
week that it would put $250 million into
United
Methodist leaders said that an
a victims’ fund that is part of the BSA’s
ad
hoc
committee,
consisting mostly
bankruptcy reorganization strategy.
of
annual
conference
chancellors, was
“This contribution will provide
representing
United
Methodist
interests
opportunities to alleviate the suffering
in
the
bankruptcy.
The
press
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noted
of those who have experienced abuse,”
that
as
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as
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United
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said Eric Hawkins, a spokesman for the
congregations in the U.S. were exposed to
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
potential lawsuits by those claiming abuse.
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through
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sponsoring or chartering group for BSA
pay $250 million into a fund for those who claim to have been sexually abused in Scouting. The LDS church LDS church in a filing in the bankruptcy
troops but cut ties with the BSA at the end
and The United Methodist Church have both been major sponsoring or chartering groups for the BSA.
in April. The Catholic Church, another
of 2019.
major troop-sponsoring group, has joined
The United Methodist Church has
in other United Methodist filings.
predict with specificity what a settlement might entail.
been another major chartering group,
The
Aug.
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provide space for BSA troops.
and
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have been sharing with local
to try to work out a reorganization plan acceptable to the
United Methodist leaders have expressed deep
churches
that
sponsor
troops
(see page 12 of this issue for
bankruptcy court and to most abuse victims. It’s on the
concern for victims. They also have said they’re worried
the
letter
sent
by
IGRC
Treasurer
Mike Potts).
fifth version of a plan.
about liability for local churches associated with troops
The
committee
said
churches
supporting Scouting
This week brought not only the LDS church
where abuse is alleged.
units
should
hold
off
on
renewing
annual charters.
development but an announcement by The Hartford
The denomination has filed motions in the
Instead,
the
committee
said,
they
should
agree to extend
insurance company that it had entered into a new
bankruptcy and been part of negotiations.
an
expiring
charter
through
Dec.
31,
replace
an expiring
agreement in the BSA bankruptcy, and would put $787
“The United Methodist Church has not reached a
charter
with
a
facilities
use
agreement
through
Dec. 31,
million into the victims fund.
settlement agreement at this point and continues to work
or
terminate
an
existing
charter
and
replace
it
with
a
The payments would provide the insurance company
with the various entities to achieve a settlement,” said
facilities
use
agreement
that
runs
through
Dec.
31.
and the LDS church protection from further liability
Bishop John Schol, who leads the Greater New Jersey and
“All of those options allow more time to see how the
in Scouting-related abuse cases, The Associated Press
Eastern Pennsylvania conferences.
bankruptcy
will impact United Methodist congregations,”
reported.
Schol chairs a team formed to help lead The
the
Aug.
25
press
release said.
That news service also said the recent proposed
United Methodist Church through the unfolding BSA
settlements with The Hartford and the LDS church are
bankruptcy.
(Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist News.)
opposed by the official victims committee appointed by
He declined to predict a timetable for negotiations or

BY SAM HODGES

General Conference approves a budget to support
vital international, national, and regional missions and
ministries. The general church budget is proportionally
allocated (apportioned) to annual conferences, which in
turn ask each local church to contribute a portion of its
tithes and offerings to support these ministries. In this
way, each congregation gives a fair share to support the
church's work worldwide.

Advocacy groups (such as Good News,
Institute on Religion and Democracy,
Methodist Federation for Social Action,
Reconciling Ministries Network, The
Confessing Movement): No. These are
independent organizations funded by
their members and participants.

The Financial Commitment Booklet (https://www.gcfa.
org/media/1243/2017-2020_financial_committment_book_
final_071316_02.pdf) includes a listing and explanation of
the general church budget and how it is allocated each
year.
Here are some of the non-UMC organizations asked
about most frequently, listed in alphabetical order.

March of Dimes: No. The United Methodist Church has
never funded this organization.
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With the recent tumultuous end of the 20-year
Afghan war, tens of thousands of Afghans are
arriving in the U.S., and United Methodists are
part of the massive effort to help them make a
fresh start.
That’s particularly evident with churches near
military bases.
El Calvario United Methodist Church in Las
Cruces, N.M., is used to caring for those who
have come across the U.S.-Mexican border but
now is collecting clothes (including hijabs),
sandals, sanitary napkins and other basics for
Afghans whose first stop is the U.S. is Holloman
Air Force Base or Fort Bliss — both relatively
close to the church.
“El Calvario has always been a place that
welcomes a stranger, helps the people in need,
so when people land on our doorstep, we’re
always there,” the Rev. George Miller, pastor, told
a local TV station.

At least two other New Mexico Conference churches,
Grace United Methodist in Alamogordo, N.M. and TrinityFirst United Methodist in El Paso, Texas, are serving as
collection points.
Meanwhile, New Mexico Conference Bishop Earl Bledsoe
joined with the Rev. Eddie Rivera, conference provost,
and Kristen Bowdre, a United Methodist deaconess who
serves as executive director of Justice for Our NeighborsEl Paso, in a comprehensive “Call to Action” on behalf of
Afghan refugees.
“Most of us can trace our own family’s lineage back to
someone who came to the US from another country
seeking a better life,” Bowdre wrote in the appeal.
Saint John’s United Methodist in Austin, Texas, is among
those churches providing money for Afghan refugee
resettlement. The church’s Risk-Taking Mission and
Service Committee just approved a $5,000 gift to
Refugee Services of Texas.
“They have a proven track record settling refugees and
we have partnered with them for several years,” said
Deborah Dorff, committee co-chair, by email.

The church is waiting to hear back.
“They’re just so overwhelmed administratively that they
can’t follow up on the offers,” the pastor said. “We’re still
hoping we can provide shelter.”

World Vision and Samaritan's Purse: No to both.
The United Methodist Church has never funded these
organizations.
National Council(s) of Churches (and similar
ecumenical bodies outside the US): Yes. The United
Methodist Church, through its predecessor bodies, was
a founding member of the National Council of Churches

UMC FUND CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Photo by Cpl. Davis Harris, U.S. Marine Corps

A U.S. airman with the Joint Task Force-Crisis Response embraces a mother
after helping reunite her family at Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul,
Afghanistan, Aug. 20. United Methodist churches, conferences, agencies and
partner nonprofits are working to help arriving refugees make a good start in
the U.S.

The Rev. Doug Robinson-Johnson said National has two
vacant transitional housing units and has contacted
resettlement agencies to offer them to Afghan refugees.

Does The UMC fund... these nonrelated entities?

Black Lives Matter organizations: No.
The United Methodist Church addresses
anti-racism work primarily through the
General Commission on Religion and
Race and annual conference commissions on religion
and race. The apportionment your congregation sends
to your annual conference funds both your annual
conference commission on religion and race and the
General Commission. The denominational budget funds
no Black Lives Matter organizations.

BY SAM HODGES

National United Methodist Church in Washington has
collected diapers, sheets and other supplies for Afghan
refugees whose first stop is the Marine Corps Base
Quantico in Virginia. But the base has for now suspended
accepting donations, given the overwhelming response.

Does the UMC fund?...
One of the more frequent questions Ask The UMC
receives is about whether The United Methodist Church
funds particular non-United Methodist organizations.
We also find some people are surprised by the United
Methodist-related entities their apportionments fund
partially or not at all.

United Methodists pitch in with Afghan resettlement

helped resettle some 7,000 Afghans.
The pace has increased dramatically in recent days.
“We’ve been working around the clock to make sure
people are safe and housed and begin receiving
resettlement services,” said Meredith Owen, director
of policy and advocacy for Church World Service’s
immigration and refugee program.
The United Methodist Committee on Relief is in
discussion with Church World Service about helping with
temporary housing for Afghan refugees.
“The United Methodist Church is one of the
denominations that helped launch Church World Service
in 1945 and CWS remains UMCOR’s primary partner in
refugee resettlement work,” said New York Conference
Bishop Thomas Bickerton, UMCOR president.
UMCOR is part of the United Methodist Board of Global
Ministries, and both have worked with ecumenical
partners in Afghanistan on humanitarian projects going
back to the mid-1960s. (Daniel Terry, a United Methodist
layman, was among 10 aid workers killed in remote
northeast Afghanistan in 2010.)
While there’s been an understandable focus on fleeing
refugees, Afghanistan begins another period of Taliban
rule under extreme circumstances.
“With extended drought, growing hunger and
widespread poverty, there is a massive unseen
crisis across the country that has been years in the
making,” said David Wildman, Global Ministries’ main
representative to the United Nations and Middle East
area liaison, and a frequent traveler to Afghanistan over
the years.
UMCOR, in a recent webpage post, noted its plan to
continue to support humanitarian relief in Afghanistan.

Various United Methodist annual conferences are posting
articles on ways to help in the resettlement effort, and
the Virginia Conference, home to bases where refugees
are arriving, has one of the most extensive.

“Certainly that is our hope, that we would continue to
be able to work with partners who are doing good work
in Afghanistan,” said the Rev. Jack Amick, who directs
UMCOR’s global migration program, in a phone interview.

Some conferences are specifically asking for financial
support for Church World Service, given the Afghan
resettlement emergency.

United Methodists and affiliate groups also are among
those pressing the Biden administration to continue to
help Afghans who served alongside the U.S., and who
did not get to leave before the last U.S. military flight out
of Kabul.

Church World Service is one of nine main U.S.
resettlement agencies, and works in 17 states. The United
Methodist Church is one of its 37 member communions.
Since Congress passed the Afghan Allies Protection
Act of 2009, offering a chance at a Special Immigration
Visa (SIV) to those who worked alongside the U.S.
government in Afghanistan, Church World Service has

“We hope that all those who wish to leave because they
have a credible fear for their lives are allowed to leave,
and for those with ties to the United States, to come to
America,” said Erol Kekic, senior vice president for Church
World Service’s immigration and refugee program.

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The United Methodist
Committee on Relief is prepared to assist with
refugee resettlement through its partnership
with Church World Service and is currently in
conversation about assisting Church World Service
with temporary housing for Afghan refugees.
Those interested in supporting the UMCORCWS partnership can make gifts online at https://
umcmission.org/advance-project/3022144 or by
checks sent to Global Ministries/UMCOR, P.O. Box
9068, New York, NY 10087-9068, with Advance
#3022144 in the memo line.
If you are interested in connecting directly
with Church World Service. Here are some of the
key ways community members can be involved in
welcoming refugees:
• Check out the CWS Welcome Afghans landing
page (https://cwsglobal.org/take-action/
afghan-siv-and-refugee-program/learnmore/)
• Visit the CWS Learn page to learn more about
what has been happening in Afghanistan and
watch the Welcoming Afghans webinar which
was recorded on Aug. 30 (https://cwsglobal.
org/take-action/afghan-siv-and-refugeeprogram/latest-updates/)
• Visit the CWS Community Engagement
Webpage (https://cwsglobal.org/take-action/
community-sponsorship-2/) where you can
find helpful resources and past Lunch and
Learn recordings to continue to learn about
issues facing displaced people. You can also
download a PDF of its community sponsorship
manual from that page as well to share with
congregations.
• Check out our monthly Immigration and
Refugee Community Engagement Newsletter
(https://confirmsubscription.com/h/j/
C33DBFFF40374130).
Give financially to assist Afghans as they
resettle to their new communities. Please encourage
congregations to make financial gifts at: https://
cwsglobal.org/take-action/afghan-siv-and-refugeeprogram/?form=siv

The Rev. Neal Christie is the Baltimore-Washington
Conference’s executive minister of connected
engagement, and he wrote an essay on how United
Methodists can respond to the Afghan refugee crisis,
including through advocacy.
Christie said by phone that most refugees quickly
become net contributors to the U.S. economy, and that
many thousands have been serving as health care and
food service workers through the COVID-19 pandemic.
He also noted that the United Methodist Book of
Resolutions includes a strong “Welcoming the Migrant to
the U.S.” entry.
“This is a gift and an opportunity for the UMC and other
Christian communities to receive people, especially those
who are coming from Afghanistan,” Christie said.
Amick elaborated on the theme.
“The idea that we welcome the stranger, the foreigner, is
key to how we expand the reign of God.”
(Sam Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United
Methodist News.)
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DISASTER RESPONSE INFORMATION

MCKENDREE UNIVERSITY ANNOUNCES TUITION
INITIATIVE FOR SOUTHERN ILLINOIS COUNTIES

HURRICANE IDA: In response to the extreme

winds and flooding caused by Hurricane Ida, a Category 4
storm that made landfall on the U.S. gulf coast on August
29, UMCOR remains in prayer for the many states and
communities that were in its path.
UMCOR is in coordination with conference disaster
response coordinators to assess the scale of damage and
has awarded grants to the Louisiana and Mississippi
conferences to support initial emergency relief efforts.
As the situation evolves, early response teams will be
invited to help with needs such as debris removal and the
tarping of roofs.
Donations can be made to Advance #901670, U.S.
Disaster Response and by designating Hurricane Ida
Relief.

UMC FUND CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
and its predecessor, the Federal Council of Churches.
The ecumenical commitment of The UMC, however,
extends beyond the United States, and includes a
financial commitment to support these bodies that bring
Christians of many denominations together in common
efforts. See page 35 of the Financial Commitment
Booklet to learn more, and page 38 to find out how much
funding can go annually to support these organizations
when 100 percent of apportionments are paid.
Planned Parenthood: No. The United Methodist Church
has never funded this organization.
Political Parties or Political Candidates: No. The United
Methodist Church does not fund political candidates
or political parties. This is a prohibited activity under
U.S. non-profit law for churches and other charitable
organizations which qualify for exemption from federal
income tax. Churches may jeopardize or even lose this
status if they engage in “political campaign activity.”
Learn more about the Church’s involvement in politics
(https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-is-thechurch-involved-in-politics).
Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice: Not as
of 2017. The United Methodist Church was a founding
member of this coalition and advocated for the Church’s
life-centered position on abortion in dialogue with other
member bodies, many of whom hold choice-centered

HAITI EARTHQUAKE: The United Methodist

Committee on Relief ’s response to the 7.2 magnitude
earthquake that rocked Haiti on Aug.14 is underway. The
quake, which particularly damaged the southern and
western regions of the island, has left more than 2,200
dead and 12,000 injured.
Several hospitals have been damaged or destroyed.
Those still open are completely overwhelmed, lacking
sufficient personnel and medical supplies. UMCOR
has already awarded grants to provide urgently needed
medical supplies.

The first grant, to the Église Méthodiste d’Haiti
(Methodist Church in Haiti), in coordination with local
doctors and nurses, will supply two clinics in Gebeau and
Les Cayes with medical supplies.

ethics. The 2016 General Conference instructed The UMC
to exit the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice
and eliminate all funding for it.
World Council of Churches: Yes. The United Methodist
Church, the largest Protestant denomination that
functions as a worldwide church, is committed to
witnessing to the gospel and extending the mission
of Christ in partnership with Christian bodies on a
worldwide basis. As a founding member of The World
Council of Churches through its predecessor bodies,
The United Methodist Church continues its presence,
witness, and collaborative work in the World Council of
Churches through the Interdenominational Cooperation
Fund, one of the apportioned funds. United Methodist
funding supports the participation of United Methodists
and Christians of many denominations from developing
countries in the worldwide assemblies of the Council,
as well as the Council’s ongoing work of promoting
initiatives to build justice and make for peace. See pages
35 and 38 of the Financial Commitment Booklet for more
information.
Does The UMC fund... these UM and UM-related
entities?
United Methodist General Agencies: Varies Among the
agencies primarily funded by the general church budget are
Archives and History, Church and Society, Communications,
Discipleship Ministries, Finance and Administration, Global

CONFERENCE
NEWS

Cartwright Sermon, museum re-opening Oct. 17
PLEASANT PLAINS – Peter Cartwright UMC in Pleasant Plains will celebrate the grand reopening of its Peter
Cartwright Museum on Sunday, Oct. 17, in conjunction
with the annual Peter Cartwright Sermon.

With grant money from the General Commission on
Archives and History, the small museum located at the
church was upgraded in 2020 with fresh paint, improved
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lighting and redesign of exhibits.

The Sunday worship service begins at 10:30 a.m. with
Rev. Jim Clayton, pastor of Colchester-Hills Grove UMC’s
preaching. The annual sermon is a partnership of Peter
Cartwright UMC and the IGRC Commission on Archives
and History. Following the service, the museum will be
open to visitors and lunch will be served by the church.

The second, to Service Chrétien d’Haiti (SCH), will
supply Les Cayes General Hospital. These grants will
enable the procurement of bandages, gauze, IV fluids,
antibiotics, and, given the continuing coronavirus
pandemic, Personal Protection Equipment. Access to the
impacted areas is limited due to extensive damage and,
sadly, gang violence, but the Haitian government and
high-ranking United Nations officials have negotiated
humanitarian access for relief convoys.
Donations can be made to Advance #982450,
International Disaster Response and by designating
Haiti Earthquakes.

Ministries, Higher Education and Ministry, Religion and
Race, and the Status and Role of Women.
Some United Methodist agencies are not funded or not
fully funded through local church giving to the general
church budget.
Mission and Mission Support
The General Commission on United Methodist Men is
partly supported (up to 20 percent) by local church
giving through the World Service Fund. The majority of
its funding comes from its members.
United Methodist Women is 100 percent supported by its
own membership. It receives no funds from the General
Church budget.
While the World Service Fund underwrites part of the work
of Global Ministries and its international relief unit, UMCOR,
much is funded through additional giving by individuals
and annual conferences through the Advance, a way to
direct support to specific missionaries, mission projects,
and disaster relief. Some of UMCOR's administrative costs
are underwritten through the annual UMCOR Sunday
special offering. UMCOR often provides grants to and
collaborates with other partner relief organizations on
the ground, especially in areas where there are few or no
United Methodist congregations present.
(Information provided by Ask the UMC, a ministry of
United Methodist Communications)

MATCHING GRANTS
FOR ONLINE WORSHIP

SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC Committee on Congregational Development has decided to re-open
application for the Micro Matching Grant for
Online Worship. This is available ONLY to IGRC
churches which did NOT receive this grant in
2020. The grant will match up to $500 of what the
church invests in equipment or other resources to
offer online worship or faith community.
The application deadline is Oct. 31.

LEBANON – McKendree University announced
Sept. 15 that it will launch its Clear Path tuition initiative,
which extends to 34 counties throughout Southern
Illinois for students entering in the Fall 2022 semester.
Clear Path will provide transparency in the
scholarship and financial aid process for students by
ensuring that residents from these counties will pay
no more than $15,000 in tuition and fees to attend
McKendree University. McKendree has been educating
students longer than any other post-secondary institution
in the state and is committed to strengthening its
relationship with Southern Illinois by providing an
affordable, high-quality educational experience to
students across the region.
The Clear Path initiative grants students the
opportunity to receive the personalized experience
provided by a private institution at the price of a public
school. Students residing in the following counties are
included: Alexander, Bond, Clay, Clinton, Crawford,
Edwards, Effingham, Fayette, Franklin, Gallatin,
Hamilton, Hardin, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson, Johnson,
Lawrence, Madison, Marion, Massac, Monroe, Perry,

Pope, Pulaski, Randolph, Richland, St. Clair, Saline,
Union, Wabash, Washington, Wayne, White and
Williamson Counties.
“Choosing to become a Bearcat means more than
earning your degree. You’re signing up for a unique
experience that will build a solid pathway to your future,”
said President Daniel Dobbins. “The McKendree family
provides endless opportunities for students to grow as a
person, and our passionate faculty provide individualized
attention to their students, nurturing their love of
learning and empowering them for success. We believe
this initiative will allow us to make an even greater impact
on the Southern Illinois region.”
McKendree will host five Preview Days this year,
which give visitors the opportunity to learn more about
the University’s academics, co-curricular activities and
campus life during an interactive student-faculty panel
and campus tour. The four remaining Preview Days for
the 2021-2022 year are as follows:
• Monday, Oct. 11 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
• Saturday, Nov. 6 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Monday, Feb. 21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

• Saturday, April 23 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
McKendree University boasts small class sizes and
one-on-one attention from knowledgeable and caring
faculty. The University provides a nurturing, personalized
environment for learning and has continued its tradition
of excellence by fostering responsible citizenship,
engaging with the community, pursuing academic
excellence and dedicating itself to lifelong learning.
With more than 50 undergraduate degree programs,
an abundance of internship opportunities, NCAA athletics
and scores of student organizations, McKendree offers
students the opportunity for a vibrant student experience.
Coupled with a 98 percent post-graduate success rate and
an average mid-career salary of $85,100 (Payscale.com),
McKendree will provide the path to your success.
For more information about the Clear Path initiative
or for enrollment information, please contact the Office
of Admission at inquiry@mckendree.edu. To schedule
a campus visit or register to attend a Preview Day, visit
www.mckendree.edu/visit

Newly established Bogey’s Career Closet helps students prepare for success
LEBANON – McKendree University has announced an
Oct. 1 opening of Bogey’s Career Closet, a program established by the University’s Career Services and the School
of Business that allows currently enrolled McKendree
students to select business attire donated by faculty, staff,
students, alumni and community residents. The name
derives from the school’s mascot, Bogey the Bearcat.
The goal of Bogey’s Career Closet is to help students
prepare for success by providing them with business attire to use for networking events, career fairs, interviews
and other professional events. These items are new or
gently used, up to date and brought in laundered or dry

cleaned for students in need to use.
“Research shows that it only takes a few seconds for
someone to form an impression of an individual and
decide if they could be a good fit for their organization,
even before they have the opportunity to speak,” said
Jennifer Pickerell, director of Career Services. “It is for
this reason that we opened Bogey’s Career Closet – to
provide students with the attire that they need to help
them look and feel their best as they enter the next stage
in their lives.”
Bogey’s Career Closet is open by appointment only from

8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mondays through Thursdays. To schedule an appointment, students will need to email Career
Services at careerservices@mckendree.edu and bring
their student ID with them at their allotted time.
Additionally, Bogey’s Career Closet operates through donations and will accept new or gently used items including suits for men and women, dress shirts and blouses,
dress pants, contemporary suit jackets or blazers, skirts,
closed-toed dress shoes, ties, belts, portfolios and other
accessories. Members of the University or community
can bring these items to the Career Services office in
Clark Hall from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mondays through Fridays.

World Communion Sunday: Oct. 3, 2021

Ofelia Duldalao, from the Philippines, considers herself
a scholar of the church and society, thanks to funds received
through the United Methodist World Communion Sunday
special offering to help her complete graduate school.
World Communion Sunday began in 1936 as a way to
recognize our ecumenical oneness in Christ and to bring
Christians together in a spirit of unity and peace. In The
United Methodist Church, congregations throughout the
denomination will also receive a Special Sunday offering
that helps students from around the world reach their full
potential through scholarships and mentoring.
For example, the scholarship helped Annie Solis
Escalante, who is from Peru, complete a master’s degree in
social management. After graduation, she put her education
to use by developing projects with the Health and Healing
Program of the World Council of Churches in Geneva.
In The United Methodist Church, World Communion
Sunday is one of six Special Sundays with offerings. On
the first Sunday in October, our designated gifts benefit
students around the world by providing scholarships,
mentoring and training.
In 2019, United Methodists gave $663,666 toward
the ministries funded by the World Communion Sunday
offering. This offering supports diverse mix of national and

international ethnic young adults to make a global impact
for Christ. Half of the offering benefits World Communion
Scholarships for graduate students from the U.S. and
other countries; the remainder assists Ethnic Scholarships
for U.S. and international undergraduates studying in
the U.S. and Ethnic In-Service Training. These funds are
administered by the General Boards' of Higher Education

and Ministry and Global Ministries.
Resources for celebrating World Communion
Sunday on Oct. 3 or any Sunday may be obtained by
visiting: https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/worldcommunion-sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit

T H E C U R R E N T | O C T O B E R 2 0 2 1 | 11

THANK YOU FOR HONORING BISHOP BEARD IN SEPTEMBER

CONFERENCE
NEWS

Covenant Keepers 2022 to be held Jan. 31-Feb. 1
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – Covenant Keepers 2022 will focus on
the theme Called to Holy Excellence, based upon Philippians 4:4-9. Organizers are planning for both a virtual
and an in-person event since a decision has not been
made as to whether it will be possible to host the meeting in-person. Time for the event will be from 1 p.m. to 5
p.m. Jan. 31 and from 9 a.m. to noon Feb. 1.
Registration will be launched as soon as a decision is
made on the gathering’s format at: https://www.igrc.org/
CK2022.

SPEAKERS
Rev. Dr. Jaqui King, IGRC’s new Director of
Ministerial Excellence, will be the preacher
for the the opening worship service. Dr.
King, who began work with the IGRC
Sept. 16, brings a wealth of experience and
expertise that will benefit lay and clergy
leaders of local congregations of every size and in every
community across the conference.
“Bold leadership is needed now to encourage relevant
community engagement and outreach in every ministry
setting,” King said. “As a coach, I focus on contextual tools
to help lay and clergy leaders to expand their processes
for reaching and connecting people virtually through
new faith experiences. Through deep listening, I encour-

age people to embrace their gifts. I never meet a stranger
nor miss an opportunity to pray.”

Rev. Dr. Curtis Brown and Rev. Dr. Bener Agtatrap,
authors of Ready, Set, Plant: The How and
Why of Starting New Churches, will share
learnings from their new book. will share
learnings from their new book. When one
reads through the New Testament, it's evident that the practice of planting churches
began two thousand years ago. Today's
culture, community, and connections differ
greatly from the churches Peter and Paul
helped build. Even in the past 20 years,
those factors have dramatically changed
the ministry of church planting.
The authors will provide tools for planting new ministries-looking at the spiritual, social, and economic aspects of the
process. Creating new church bodies requires redefining
priorities and practices while God’s mission doesn’t change.
Rev. David Neckers, a recently retired Indiana Conference Superintendent and former Director
of Church Development, who brings us extensive experience as a consultant on the
revitalization of existing churches. He is an
“out of the box” thinker and strategic planner who has helped struggling churches

discover God's hopeful future.

In retirement, Rev. Neckers continues to offer his wisdom and experience through coaching, consulting and
spiritual direction. As a coach, he provides leadership
development for pastors seeking to lead their congregations into the 21st century by implementing new models
of church growth. Bishop Beard’s specific invitation to
Rev. Neckers is to engage us in thinking about coaching
and accountability.

CLERGY PHOTOS FOR NEW DIRECTORY
IGRC Communications is getting ready to produce a new
clergy directory. All clergy members are invited to have
new photos taken if they wish.
If Covenant Keepers 2022 is held in-person, an area has
been set aside for photographers to take the new photos.
An additional time will be set aside during the 2022 Annual Conference session, provided the session is held
in-person at the Peoria Civic Center June 9-11.
If clergy would prefer to submit a new photo, they may
do so by sending it to IGRC Director of Communication
Ministries Paul Black at pblack@igrc.org
Clergy who neither submit a new photo nor have one
taken will have the photo from the 2017 directory used for
the 2022 Clergy Directory.

Bishop, Conference Treasurer issue letter, template for BSA bankruptcy
To the Pastors and Administrative Councils of the United
Methodist Churches who Charter Boy Scouts of America
Units:
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ!
You may have read that the Boy Scouts of America,
after filing for bankruptcy due to more than 84,000 people
claiming sexual abuse while a part of scouting, announced
that an $850 million settlement between the Boy Scouts of
America, its Local Councils, and representatives of most
of the victims had been reached. It would be the largest
settlement in a child sexual abuse case in U.S. history.
We call on all of us to pray for the survivors and their
families. Most of the acts of sexual abuse occurred many
years ago, yet there are examples of events occurring
more recently. Some of the victims allege that the abuse
occurred in central and southern Illinois. This tragedy
is a reminder to be vigilant, update your Safe Sanctuary
Policy, and continue to review your policy to ensure the
congregation is following the policy.
While the Boy Scouts have reached a tentative
settlement with most of the victims, the victims’ lawyers
said, “We will now negotiate with the insurers and
sponsoring and chartering organizations who have
billions of dollars in legal exposure, of which a substantial
portion is necessary to fairly compensate the survivors.”
United Methodist congregations are the largest active
collection of chartered organizations. Some of you
have been asking what does all of this mean for our
denomination, our conference, our local church, and our
local church’s scouting ministry?
We offer the following in response to those inquiries.
The United Methodist denomination continues to
maintain a relationship with the BSA and local churches
may continue to support scout troops and engage in
a scouting ministry. However, an ad hoc committee
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established by the General Council on Finance and
Administration’s Legal Department to represent United
Methodist interests in the BSA bankruptcy proceedings
is very concerned that the BSA did not include chartered
organizations in the $850 million settlement agreement
with the victims. This may leave as many as 5,000 United
Methodist congregations exposed to potential lawsuits
without access to the insurance coverage the BSA has
promised to provide. We share that concern.
We are entering a season when local BSA councils
will be approaching local churches who sponsor scout
units and asking those local churches to renew their
charter relationship with the BSA for year 2022. The ad
hoc committee is recommending that such a request be
answered in one of three ways, namely:
•

•

•

When a charter comes up for renewal, the local
church can tell the Local Council it will not sign
a new charter and will only agree to an extension
of the existing charter through Dec. 31, 2021.
When the charter comes up for renewal, the local
church can tell the Local Council it will only
agree to enter into a Facilities Use Agreement
recommended by the General Commission on
United Methodist Men and that such agreement
will only extend through Dec. 31, 2021.
Whether or not the charter is coming up for
renewal, advise the Local Council that the
local church wishes to immediately terminate
the charter at least until the conclusion of
the bankruptcy, or that the charter must be
converted to a Facilities Use Agreement which
will only extend through Dec. 31, 2021.

The significance of the Dec. 31, 2021, date is derived
from the date by which the BSA bankruptcy proceedings
are expected to either conclude or by which a more
definitive path toward conclusion, including whether

protections from the BSA bankruptcy may be extended to
chartering organizations, will have emerged.
We do not take a position as to which of these three
recommendations is preferable. We do not know the
history of and importance your church places upon its
scouting ministry. We do recommend that you discuss
this issue within your administrative council meetings
and come to a decision that will be sensitive to the needs
of your scouting ministry’s participants yet still assist the
denomination in sending an appropriate message to BSA
leadership that the BSA needs to find a way to protect
the local churches who have been active participants in
scouting, from the impacts of the BSA bankruptcy if the
BSA desires to continue to be in relationship with the
United Methodist denomination.
A working group has been established within our
Conference to continue to monitor the BSA bankruptcy
and to assess the impact the bankruptcy may have upon
our Conference and the local churches who maintain
scouting ministries. Further communications from
that group will be forthcoming as events shall warrant.
The sexual abuse of any young person is a tragic and
inexcusable act. We grieve for those who have been
harmed and ask that you join us as members of a
connectional denomination to pray for their healing and
that a fair and just resolution to remediate any of that
harm that they have experienced and may continue to
experience will be found and implemented.

The month of September has been a time of prayer and celebration for the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference as we have marked Bishop Frank J. Beard’s five years as our
episcopal leader. He has provided our conference steady leadership through a myriad
of challenges, while showing his clear passion for spiritual care of children through his
support for Our Conference Our Kids.
The Joint Task Force of the Committee on Episcopacy and the Our Conference Our Kids
Steering Team are thankful for your efforts this past month to bath Bishop Beard in prayer
and to pray for the needs of the children and families served by our conference agencies.
Thank you too, that alongside your prayers, you have offered financial gifts to Our
Conference, Our Kids in Bishop Beard’s honor.

THANK YOU for embracing
OUR KIDS with your Gifts

Advance Special #6960
www.embraceocok.org

Introducing children to Christ is at the heart of the vision for Our Conference, Our
Kids as the initiative approaches $2 million in gifts and commitments toward the goal of
$2.5 million:
Endowing the Spiritual Life Ministries at The Baby Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham
Children's Home, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, and Spero Family
Services to ensure the continued inclusion of Christ-centered spiritual care in
their healing work.
It is exciting to envision what God will do through our prayers and financial gifts as we
faithfully ensure that spiritual care is provided at each of our children and family agencies!

Is God Calling You for More?

Churches making Donations to OCOK in August
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded contribution to OCOK]
Alma
Avon
Barry
Brimfield
Casey
Collinsville First
Athens
Bloomington West Olive
Faith
Blue Mound
Cantrall
Collinsville First
East Saint Louis Trinity
Fairview Heights Prospect
Park
Forrest
Georgetown

Green Valley First
Herscher
Jacksonville Centenary
Kankakee Trinity
Macomb Wesley
Mascoutah Bethel
Moline Bethel Wesley
Martinsville
Minonk
North Henderson
O’Fallon First
Palmyra
Paris First
Pekin First
Pekin Grace
Peoria Forrest Hill
Pontiac First

Individuals known to have
made Donations in August

Pearl Chapel (Robinson)
Rantoul First
Saint Francisville
Saunemin
Sheffield
Streator First
Sugar Creek (Chatham)
Sunfield
Union Corner
Willow Hill (East Peoria)
In honor of Bishop Frank Beard
Sugar Grove
Orion
United Church of Heyworth
Vandalia First

District Gifts
Received: Iroquois River

[Through their local churches, by mail, or online: embraceocok.org or igrc.org]
Leverne Backstrom
Jill Bunker
Joseph & Marcia Moulden
Angie Lee

In honor of Bishop Frank Beard
Judy Doyle
Nicholas Jordan
Peggy LeCompte
Cindy Rettig
Jan Wills

| Online
| On-Campus
| Hybrid

spst.edu

(913) 253-5084
admiss@spst.edu
Discover more
at Saint Paul.

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, Interim Bishop
Rev. Mike Potts, Treasurer/Director of Administrative Services
(A template for developing Facilities Use Agreements is
available on the IGRC website at: https://www.igrc.org/
newsdetail/bishop-conference-treasurer-issue-lettertemplate-for-bsa-bankruptcy-15425950 The download
link is at the bottom of the page)
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Preachers’ Aid Society
and Benefit Fund
Who was / is the positive
clergy influence in YOUR life?
Pastor Appreciation Month — Make a gift in honor or
memory to the Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund!
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We give thanks for all those who
have served, and are serving.

God bless you!
Upcoming Events:

Send gifts to:
PASBF, P.O. Box 19207,
Springfield IL 62794-9207

October 14: Leading Through Crisis Workshop
October 21: Fall Banquet: ARMS Mt. Vernon
October 26: Fall Banquet: Champaign Faith
October 29: Fall Banquet: Willow Hill
November 3: Fall Banquet: Springfield
November 4-5: Pre-Retirement Seminar
For more information on any of these
go to pasbf.org or call 217-529-3221.

