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THIS IS GOD’S CITY

DEATHS
(Editor’s note: Effective Feb. 12, 
postcards with death announcements 
are being discontinued. Memorial gifts 
may be made to Preachers' Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund, a 501(c)3 not-for-
profit organization that support clergy 
of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 
All donations are 100 percent tax 
deductible. To donate online, visit: 
https://www.pasbf.org/donate/ 
and make your donation by credit card. 
You may also donate by check by 
sending your donation to: Preachers’ 
Aid Society and Benefit Fund, PO Box 
19207, Springfield IL 62794-9207).

Luella Hedden, 
101, widow of the 
Rev. Harold Eugene 
Hedden, died Feb. 
5 in Macomb.

Together with 
her husband, the Heddens served 40 
years in the former Indiana and Central 
Illinois conferences, retiring in 1986 from 
Virden. Rev. Hedden died Sept. 5, 2009.
For a complete obituary, visit: https://
worthingtonfh.com/obituaries.
html#Luella%20Hedden  
Condolences may be sent to daughter, 
Nancy Rebman, at 7845 Sugar Grove 
Rd., Rushville IL 62681.

Carolyn Cooper, 
79, the widow 
of Rev. J. William 
Cooper, died Feb. 1 
in Hillsboro.

The Coopers 
served 25 ½ years of active ministry, 
retiring Jan. 1, 2003, as Vermilion River 
District Superintendent. Rev. Cooper 
died Dec. 28, 2018.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://
www.basspattondeanfh.com/
obituary/Carolyn-Cooper  

Condolences may be sent to a son, 
John William Cooper, Jr., 16564 Ticky 
Point Trail, Coffeen, IL 62017-2320.

Frances Youtzy, 
99, widow of Rev. 
George Youtzy, died 
Jan. 27 in Quincy.

Together with 
her husband, the 

Youtzys 30 years of active ministry in 
the former Northern Iowa Conference, 
the Northern Illinois Conference and 
the former Central Illinois Conference, 
retiring in 1986 as Director of Public 
Relations for Chaddock Boy’s School. 
Rev. Youtzy died Nov. 7, 2019.

A memorial service will be held at a 
later date.

For a complete obituary, visit: 
https://www.hansenspear.com/
obituary/634864/frances-youtzy/, 
where condolences may be left for the 
family.

IGRC retired pastor, 
the Rev. Miley 
Palmer, 84, died 
Jan. 24 in Decatur.

Rev. Palmer served 
40 years of active 

ministry, retiring in 1998 from Decatur: 
Grace. His ministry included serving 
nine years at Urbana: Wesley and the 
Wesley Foundation at the University of 
Illinois and six years as superintendent 
of Peoria District in the former Central 
Illinois Conference.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, 
Janet Palmer, 899 East Lake Shore Dr., 
Apt 2C, 62521-3380.

IGRC retired 
pastor, the Rev. 
Kelly Gene Cox, 
70, died Jan. 23 in 
Carbondale.

Rev. Cox served 34 
years of active ministry, retiring in 2018 
from Decatur: Christ.

Cremation rites have been accorded. 
Private memorial services will be held 
at a later date.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://
www.rigginpillatschburkefh.com/
obituary/Kelly-Cox  

Condolences may be sent to his wife, 
Kathy Jo Cox,  1415 Dragonfly Lane 
Carterville IL 62918.

Lily “Ann” 
Browning, 90, 
widow of the Rev. 
William Browning, 
died Jan. 21 in 
Springfield. 

The Brownings served a number of 
churches in the former Central Illinois 
Conference, retiring in 1994 from 
Monmouth. Rev. Browning died June 
6, 2018.

For a complete obituary, visit: 
https://www.legacy.com/us/
obituaries/name/lily-browning-
obituary?id=32479501 

Condolences may be sent to a 
daughter, Patricia Jamison, 1649 Parkes 
Kinner Rd., New Berlin  IL  62670.

APPOINTMENTS
In consultation with the Cabinet of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop 
Frank J. Beard appoints the following:

Rachel Stockle to Quincy: Vermont 
Street, LaMoine River District, effective 
July 1.

Bradley Shumaker to Charleston: 
Wesley, Embarras River District, effective 
July 1.

Lana Jean Robyne to Manteno, 
Vermilion River District, effective July 1.

Gene Turner to Mission in Motion 
Manager, Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center, , Sangamon River District, effective 
Feb. 1.

Kim Dancey to Savoy, Iroquois River 
District, ½ time, effective Jan. 15.

Change of status
Howard White to medical leave, 
effective Nov. 1, 2021.

Kathy Crozier, discontinuation of 
IGRC Board of Ministry Vocational 
Discernment Coordinator, effective Feb. 
1. She will continue her appointments 
to Jensen Woods Camp and Quincy: 
Vermont Street. 

(Excerpts from the homily preached at the 
installation service for Chaplain, Rev. Dr. 
Beverly Wilkes-Null at McKendree University)

I bring you greetings from the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference of the United Meth-
odist Church. Today is a day of new begin-
nings.

If I were a golfer, I would say that it seems 
like we are trapped in a season of mulligans. 
For non-golfers, a mulligan is a “do-over!”

We find ourselves trying our best to move 
forward, even as the winds of adversity con-
tinue to swirl around us. We continue to search 
for stability and that which is familiar and 
normal. The complex circumstantial societal 
winds push against us. The winds are blowing, 
and the landscape is saturated with ever chal-
lenging debris. 

Adversity of every kind are all around us: 
isolation, detachment, suffering, anger, distress, 
mistrust, unrest, economic uncertainty, global 
crisis, racial tensions, division, emotional and 
physical trauma, devasting loss, and the reality 
of pain and death. 

I don’t know about you, but I could use a 
MULLIGAN. I could use a do-over. I could use 
a RESET. I could use another chance. I could 
use a new beginning. These are turbulent times 
to be in leadership.

It does not matter if you are the leader of 
the free world or simply the leader of a two-car 
funeral, ALL leaders are under a pressurized 
microscope!   

Folks are looking at leaders and to leaders, 
and they all want the same thing, even if they 
don’t know how to express it. Folks are looking 
for stability, strength, satisfaction, and sanity. 
In short, they are all looking for HOPE! I be-

lieve that it is the primary job of leaders during 
tough times to be conduits of hope, help, and 
healing. Leadership in tough times is not for 
wimps, whinners, and weenies.  

Today’s leaders face an ever shifting, uphill 
climb, and as I’ve already reminded us, the 
winds are contrary winds. The leader is respon-
sible for giving people hope during a season 
filled with hardships and challenges. Susan 
Beaumont tells us that we are in liminal times. 
A time when the old way of doing things no 
longer works but a new way forward is not yet 
clear. A liminal season is a time when uncer-
tainty about the future fuels doubt and chaos. 
The old ways don’t work, and a new way has 
not yet emerged.

Let me remind us that seasons of transi-
tion and change are not new. YODA, in Star 
Wars, reminded young Skywalker, “Difficult to 
see. Always in motion is the future, ever chang-
ing it is.”

Winston Churchill was quoted as saying, 
“Never let a good crisis go to waste.” Leaders 
recognize that there are opportunities to be 
seized even during a crisis. I believe that we are 
standing at the greatest opportunity for a world-
wide proclamation of the GOOD NEWS of Jesus 
Christ. The fields are ripe for harvest! I challenge 
spiritual leaders, both lay and clergy, don’t waste 
this crisis! 

Those were beautiful words shared by the 
Psalmist, in Psalm 46: “The Lord Almighty is 
with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.”

We will not fear because God is with us. 
The Psalmist also says, “Be still and know that I 
am God.” The Hebrew word, rapa, is translated, 
“STILL.” To be still means to stop striving, stop 
fighting, stop struggling, to relax, to put your 

hands down, to stop trying to be in control, to 
recognize human efforts are futile, and to cease. 
My granddaughter says it better than that, 
“chill-lax!” Chill out and relax, God’s got this!

The message of hope and the GOOD 
NEWS is, “this is God’s City and God has 
not abandoned us.” This is God’s City and 
God’s arms are not too short to reach you. This 
is God’s City and God still holds us in God’s 
hand.

My grandmama was right, as she sat in her 
rocking chair and sang with confidence, clarity 
and conviction, “He’s got the whole world in his 
hands.”

“In those hands, are the little bitty babies, 
in those hands, are you and me brother. In 
those hands, are you and me sister, in those 
hands, are the wind and the rain.”

Be still and know that those hands can 
calm the raging sea. Those hands can open 
closed doors. Those hands can build bridges 
of reconciliation and peace. Those hands can 
make wars cease. Those hands can lift the 
downtrodden, set free the captives, give sight to 
the blind, help to the helpless, give strength for 
the weary, provide directions for the loss, and 
offer God’s loving embrace to all that would be 
gathered into God’s embrace.

Those hands may not look present to the 
untrained eyes, but to God’s called leaders, it 
is our task to point the way and to make those 
hands visible with the message of hope.

THESE ARE DAYS OF CHALLENGE. We 
are knocked down, but we are not knocked out. 
As citizens of God’s City, leaders are expected 
to be conduits of hope. 
Hope is not delusional thinking that ignores 
the facts of reality. Hope is an “in spite of ” what 
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UMRC
UNITED MEDIA RESOURCE      
                     CENTERNew resources available to 
borrow from the UMRC!
Items can be sent to your 
church or home address 
and can be requested  
from the online catalog:  
www.igrc.org/umrc  
or by email: umrc@igrc.org

Contact Jill Stone 
at umrc@igrc.org 
or 217-529-2744

Questions, 
comments? 

No rental fee – 
the only cost to  
churches is 
return postage!

DVD studies:
#104107    Disciplines of the Spirit (7 sessions)
#105099    Ephesians: Life in God’s Diverse Family (6 sessions)
#113093    Mark: In the Company of Christ (6 sessions)
#125017    You Were Made for This Moment: How the Story of Esther Inspires Us to 

Step Up and Stand Out for God (5 sessions)

Books:
#821124    5 Views on the Future of Youth Ministry: Perspectives on What Could or 

Should Be
#821104    Deep Peace: Finding Calm in a World of Conflict and Anxiety
#821118    Forming Resilient Children: The Role of Spiritual Formation for Healthy 

Development
#821122    God and Guns: The Bible Against American Gun Culture
#821098    Launching a New Worship Community: A Practical Guide for the 2020s
#821106    Livestream: Learning to Minister in the Power of the Holy Spirit
#821110    Renewing Communication: Spirit-Shaped Approaches for Children, 

Youth, and Families

I see, feel, or experience, faith that God can and will 
make a way out of no way. Hope is the belief that I 
can trust God, and God has something better ahead.

The Psalmist says, “Be still and know.” God is our 
refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
I have experienced God’s blessings and have hope 
that even as I take a mulligan from time to time, my 
hope is anchored to the solid rock.

“My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness,
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly lean on Jesus' name.
On Christ the solid rock I stand
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.”

God bless, 
Bishop Beard

BISHOP CONTINUED FROM 1

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY 
WITH UMRC
SPRINGFIELD – United Media Resource Center Director Jill Stone is 
retiring at the end of May and new UMRC management using volun-
teers will be needed.

Does your church or community feel a calling to serve churches 
by connecting them to a wide variety of resources for Christian edu-
cation, leadership development, and personal spiritual growth? Do 
you live in the Springfield area OR have a large space for housing the 
UMRC’s collection and office?

Having a small group of volunteers to share responsibilities would 
be ideal.

Please contact Jill Stone, UMRC director (jstone@igrc.org), or 
Curtis Brown, Director of Connectional Ministries (cbrown@igrc.
org), for more details.
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C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

APPRECIATING E. STANLEY JONES
BY JOHN ROBERT MCFARLAND

The Current, the publication of my 
Methodist conference, The Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, recently printed a 
retrospective appreciation of E. Stanley 
Jones [1884-1973], as we approach the 
50-year anniversary of his death (see 

February 2021 issue cover story).
Jones went to India as a traditional missionary, but he 

became a Christian Thich Nhat Hahn. The spirituality that 
he found in India brought forth his Christian spirituality 
and created a new path toward God. He led ashrams 
[Indian name for a spiritual retreat] all over the world, 
especially India and his native America. His books of daily 
devotionals became best-sellers. He was the iconic Indian 
missionary spiritual evangelist of the twentieth century.

I had two significant encounters with him.
The first was at an Ashram Jones led, at the church 

campground at Santa Claus, Ind., only 35 miles from my 
home. 

I was 19. I was pretty sure I was going to have to 
be a preacher, against my will, because of a deal I made 
with God when I was 14, to save my sister’s life. I thought 
that maybe if God saw that I was so religious that I even 
went to an Ashram on a hot and sweaty southern Indiana 
night, maybe that would be enough. 

It wasn’t. Unfortunately for me, Jones included an 
altar call for those considering ministry. I had taken my 
friend, Dave, along, because he was thinking about the 
ministry, too. Also, I was scared to go alone. I nudged him 
and said, “I guess we’ve got to go up there.” I was all the 

way to the front before I realized Dave was still back on 
that hard wooden bench. [1]

When Jones put his hand on my head and prayed, I felt 
like I was where I was supposed to be, and very much alone.

My second encounter was in Dallas, Texas. I was 
a student at Perkins School of Theology, at Southern 
Methodist University, before I got thrown out of Dallas for 
integrating the community center where I was Director. 
Helen and I visited a different church each Sunday 
morning. One Sunday we went to First Baptist Church, 
where the infamous W.A. Criswell was the preacher. [2]

This was during the time when the young white 
Methodist preacher, Lloyd Foreman, was taking his first-
grade daughter, Pam, to William. Frantz Elementary 
School in New Orleans, even though all the other white 
parents were boycotting the school to protest integration. 
There were so many threats against little Pam and her 
family that they had to move out of their house. The 
little black girls, like Ruby Bridges, were rightly lauded 
for braving the hostile mobs that tried to keep them 
away from that school, but Pam Foreman was a symbol 
of an even greater wrong in the eyes of New Orleans 
segregationists, white people who “betrayed their race.”

At First Baptist in Dallas that Sunday morning, they 
received new members. The last couple was transferring 
from a church in New Orleans. Their name, maybe not 
surprisingly, was Saint. Criswell put his hands on their 
heads and prayed for courage “for all the saints of New 
Orleans who are resisting the Communist inspired 
unamerican race-mongrelizing integration in New 
Orleans.” With his hands still on the heads of the Saints 
from New Orleans, he pronounced the benediction: “The 

South will rise again. We ain’t licked yet. Amen.”
We were deeply disturbed all day. We had read in the 

newspaper that E. Stanley Jones was doing a service in a 
neighborhood Methodist church that night. We had not 
planned to go. We were always tired by 7:30 on any night. 
E. Stanley Jones and his spirituality seemed to be over 
the hill by that time. But we needed to hear that simple E. 
Stanley Jones message of salvation by grace through faith. 

It was a quiet service. Not many people there. Jones 
wasn’t as prominent as he had been. But he was real. His 
message was simple and fit well the song we sang to end the 
service: “Red and yellow, black and white, they are precious 
in his sight, Jesus loves the little children of the world.”

----

1] My friend Dave heard a different voice. He answered 
a call to a different sort of evangelism. He became the 
premiere madman of the 1970s, evangelizing for Coors 
Beer and RC Cola.

2] Strangely, segregationist Wally Amos Criswell and 
integrationist Clarence Jordan, the founder of 
Koinonia Farms and translator of The Cotton Patch 
Version of the Bible, were classmates at Louisville 
Baptist Seminary. 

(Rev. Dr. John Robert McFarland is a retired IGRC clergy 
member. Reprinted with permission from the author, who 
blogs regularly at Christ in Winter, https://christinwinter.
blogspot.com, He is also author of the book, Now That I 
Have Cancer, I Am Whole, The Strange Calling and An 
Ordinary Man.) 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Contemplating grace during Lent
BY CHARLIAM RENNER

Lent begins on March 2 this year and is a 
time for deep reflection and soul search-
ing. I wish to invite all who are open to 
join with me in contemplating GRACE this 
Lenten Season.

This current round of contemplation began while driving 
to worship with a couple of congregations in the Kas-
kaskia River District. I made the statement that I “needed 
to offer myself grace” and instantly heard a familiar “still, 
small voice.”  

The voice asked, “Can you actually do that?  Can you offer 
yourself grace?”  In a spirit of prayer, I responded, “Why 
ask such a question?” And the reply was another question, 
“What is your definition of grace?”  My working definition 
is that grace is getting better than one deserves. So, grace 
is undeserved and freely given.

The next question I received was, “Can you give your-
self something that you do not believe you deserve?”  I 
thought and prayed about this for several minutes and 
ultimately concluded that I, personally, could not. I struggle 
to give myself things I believe I deserve; therefore, I know 
that I am not able to give myself something I believe I do 
not deserve. So, by my own definition, it is not possible for 
me to give myself grace.

If only this had been where the conversation ended! 

However, the voice continued to press me. “Can you 
extend grace to those with whom you agree?”  Again, I be-
gan to ponder and eventually had to conclude that often I 
have extended “grace” to a person or group because of a 
certain level of agreement... and ultimately, in the deepest 

recesses of my heart, I was extending it because I be-
lieved it was deserved. So, again, by my own definition, it 
may be nearly impossible for me to give grace to individu-
als/groups with which I am in agreement.

Next came a penetrating question, “Since grace is freely 
given and undeserved, then can it only be given to 
those with whom you disagree (i.e.—those I believe are 
wrong...“sinners”...enemies...etc.)?”  This seemed like the 
logical conclusion. Based upon my working definition, the 
intrinsic qualities of grace are that it is freely given and not 
deserved; if what is given is required/expected and/or de-
served, then it may be many things but not actually grace.

I have been and am participating in a Trinitarian-Respira-
tion way of life. This means I breathe in the LOVE of the 
FATHER, through the GRACE of the SON, in the PEACE of 
the HOLY SPIRIT... and then breathe out worship, adoration, 
praise and service in the SPIRIT, through the SON, to the 
FATHER... and the cycle repeats. 

Concentrating at the moment on the grace piece, grace is 
not something I receive apart from Jesus. Grace is Jesus. 
When I receive grace, I am receiving more of Jesus the 
Christ; and when I share grace, I am sharing Jesus the 
Christ with someone else!

As Wesleyans, we should have a deep and dynamic 
understanding of and experience with grace. Grace is 
transformative, life-changing, and amazing!  And yet, 
what we often extend to others does not amaze nor is it 
life-changing and transformative. However, imagine the 
foretaste of the Heavenly Kingdom that we are demon-
strating when we extend authentic grace to those with 
whom we disagree!  Such a Trinitarian-Respiration way of 

living has the potential to offer an alternative way of life in 
a world like ours.

Currently, the world around us is calling people to “cancel” 
those with whom they disagree. This way of living ulti-
mately promotes greater division and builds a higher and 
thicker wall of hostility. Sadly, the Church has too often 
joined these ways of doing life rather than offering an 
alternative. There is no shortage of dividing walls going up. 

In Ephesians 2, the apostle Paul reminds his readers that 
in Christ the dividing wall of hostility has been dismantled. 
In other words, what needs to be done has been done. 
Thus, we are called to participate in the Kingdom reality 
rather than attempting to create it. 

I remember serving congregations that included labor 
and management as well as those who were on strike and 
those who crossed the picket line. It was an extremely 
divisive time. And yet, within the congregations we were 
brothers and sisters-in-Christ. Real grace was freely of-
fered to those with whom folks disagreed. We sought to 
allow Christ’s death and resurrection to work through our 
lives in ways that offered the world around us a visible 
example of what the Kingdom of God looks like.

How are enemies able to love one another?  By freely giv-
ing Jesus to those with whom each disagrees BECAUSE 
those on the other side do not deserve it—this is grace. 
This is the narrow road I am choosing to travel this Lenten 
Season (and beyond). My prayer is that many others will 
join with me, and we’ll be living in a way that is continually 
inviting others to be on this journey with us. Amen.

(Rev. Charliam Renner is conference superintendent  
assigned to the Embarras River District.)

Caring for Gen Z in  
a Post-Pandemic World
SPRINGFIELD – For many young people, 
there is no normal to return to after the 
pandemic. Their entire lives have changed. 
Our pandemic research focused on what 
young people are experiencing, how they 
view the future, and most importantly, what 
you can do to support them. 

Join this virtual event on March 3 at 3:30 
p.m. Registration is required. The event is 
part of the IGRC Youth Ministries Leader-
ship Lab.

Register now at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/LeadershipLab 

Mission Possible  
at Cunningham Home
URBANA – Join Cunningham Children’s 
Home on Saturday, March 5, for an inspir-
ing day that includes a first-hand look into 
its mission and the exemplary programs 
offered there.

 At Mission Day, middle and high school 
youth learn:

• What happens daily to help the vulner-
able and hurting youth that Cunning-
ham serves.

• The importance of faith for healing.
• The involvement of United Methodists 

in our mission; and,
• How to put their prayers, presence, 

gifts, and service into action.

Learn more and register by visiting: https://
www.cunninghamhome.org/events/mission-day 

First Aid for Mental Health
GLENVIEW – The signs of someone strug-
gling with mental health are often subtle, 
leaving many conditions undetected and 
therefore undiagnosed and untreated. It ’s 
important to not only recognize these signs 
in ourselves but also in our family, friends, 
and colleagues so that we can give them 
the support they need when they need it.

Wespath is offering a free series of webinar 
style workshops called First Aid for Mental 
Health on March 10 and 24. The workshops 
will be held online.

Read more and register by visiting: https://
a18814.actonsoftware.com/acton/fs/blocks/
showLandingPage/a/18814/p/p-0005/t/page/fm/0 

Young Adult Lenten Retreat
SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC Young Adult Com-
mittee is hosting Inspiration, a Lenten Spiri-
tual Retreat March 17-18 at East Bay Camp.

The retreat will run from 1 p.m. March 17 to 
3 p.m. March 18. Breakfast and lunch will 
be on-site and is included in the $10 cost 
for one day, $20 cost for both days. A com-
munity dinner is also a part of the event 
with each individual assuming the cost for 
their meal.

Registration continues through 
March 1 at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/2022YoungAdultRetreat 

Light Kids Conference
TROY – The Light Kids Conference is a one-
day event for children in first to fifth grades.

The conference will be hosted at Marion 
Aldersgate UMC from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.        

April 2 and at Troy UMC from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on April 30.

Kids will enjoy Bible Buzz, a pizza lunch, 
Harvest Worship Band, ShoutCo! Puppets 
and lots of fun all centered around the 
theme of MOVE.

Read more and register by visiting: https://
harvestministryteams.com/kidsconference/ 

Seven Last Words of the Cross
SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC chapter of Black 
Methodists for Church Renewal will air 
The Seven Last Words of the Cross, a Good 
Friday service which will air online April 15 
beginning at 9 a.m.

IGRC Communications is producing the 
video and persons will be able to view 
from either the IGRC Facebook page or the 
IGRC website.

Churches have permission to use segments of 
this service or the entire service for its Good 
Friday service by downloading the video from 
the IGRC Commuications Vimeo page.

Better Together: A Celebration of 
Cultural Diversity, Worship and Art
BELLEVILLE – Better Together, A Celebra-
tion of Cultural Diversity, Worship & Art 
From Our Conference will be held on Satur-
day, April 2, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The event, sponsored by the IGRC Church 
and Society committee will be a hybrid 
event and participants can choose either 
to participate in person at Belleville Union 
UMC or online. 

Presenters will be Bishop Gregory V. 
Palmer, Bishop Frank J. Beard and Sam 
Rodriguez.

Read more and register by visiting: https://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/BetterTogether 

Prentice Sermon at Benton UMC
BENTON – The 2022 Prentice Sermon will 
be on Sunday, April 24, at the Benton First 
UMC. Service will be at 10:30 a.m.

Rev. Bob Phillips, retired IGRC clergy, will 
be the preacher for this year's sermon 
which is underwritten by the IGRC Com-
mission on Archives and History.

The Benton congregation is celebrating 170 
years of ministry in 2022 and a planned 
celebration of its 100th anniversary in the 
present church building was postponed 
last year due to the pandemic.

The Prentice Sermon began with a bequest 
from a Methodist layman in Springfield to 
honor a group of persons who are well 
known for their untiring proclamation of the 
Gospel, the pioneer Methodist circuit riding 
preachers.

Hiram Buck Prentice made his bequest to 
the Illinois Conference in 1922 to pay the 
expenses of one of the ministers of the Il-
linois Conference to preach upon the topic, 
“the Ministry and service as exemplified by 
the lives and labors of pioneer preachers of 
the Illinois Annual Conference of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church.”

The location of the annual sermon rotates 
throughout the conference.

Harvest Girls’ Conference
TROY – The Harvest Ministry Girls Confer-
ence will be Sunday, May 1 from 3 to 7 p.m. 
at Troy UMC. This is a one-day event for 

teen girls (6th-12th grades), their female 
ministry leaders, and/or moms! 

Sue Busler, a retired Air Force colonel, and lay 
speaking trainer, will be the speaker. Members 
of Harvest will lead the worship music.

Girls will participate in experience stations 
(with leaders from around the region), and 
the refreshments and dinner. 

Registration is open for this event with a 
group rate available if you bring several 
girls from your church! 

Read more by visiting: https://harvestminis-
tryteams.com/girlsconference/ 

Simplified Accountable  
Structure exploration
SPRINGFIELD – Has your church ever 
considered that a more streamlined ad-
ministrative structure for the church might 
lead to greater effectiveness in fulfilling 
your purpose? The Simplified, Account-
able Structure must be approved by both 
your DS and a Church Conference vote, 
but if implemented correctly, it can lead to 
greater fruitfulness.

If your church might want to consider 
implementation in 2023, NOW is the time to 
begin discernment and conversations.

To learn more, go to https://www.igrc-
reach1000.org/sas. Before you begin to 
engage in this discernment with other 
leaders, make sure to contact your District 
Superintendent.

If you have any questions, send an email to 
Mike Crawford at mcrawford@igrc.org.

Interactive online course  
targets praise, worship
WINFIELD, Kan. – Developing a Dynamic 
Praise and Worship Experience is a two-
week interactive experience taught by 
Darla Thieler, who is a Local Evangelist and 
Certified Lay Speaker in the United Meth-
odist Church as well as music director for 
Calvin (Penn.) United Presbyterian Church. 

The course will be held online March 14-28, 
at https://www.BeADisciple.com. Participants 
will need a computer and internet access; 
all other course materials will be provided. 
The information is appropriate for a variety 
of church leaders—clergy, worship leaders, 
choir members, congregants and others. 
Past learners have come from different de-
nominations and all sizes of churches. 

“Through Biblical study, we will learn the 
differences between praising God and wor-
shiping God. We will come to understand 
that all services should help us enter into 
God’s presence and then move into a place 
of surrender and openness to hear God’s 
Word for our lives,” Thieler explains. 

Planning a dynamic experience for diverse 
types of services can be daunting, she 
adds, especially tailoring the elements se-
lected to the appropriate occasion. Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday, World Commu-
nion Sunday, and Thanksgiving are often 
more difficult to structure. 

BeADisciple.com is a ministry of the Insti-
tute for Discipleship at Southwestern Col-
lege, which is dedicated to providing Chris-

tian resources and education that build 
disciples and strengthen ministries. 

Read more by visiting: https://www.beadis-
ciple.com/online-christian-courses/ifd349-
developing-a-dynamic-praise-worship-
experience/ 

Global Ministries seeks  
Earthkeeper candidates
ATLANTA, Ga. – Global Ministries seeks 
U.S.-based United Methodists to lead 
grassroots environ-
mental projects that 
are action-oriented, 
anti-racist, bold and 
entrepreneurial.

Global Ministries 
EarthKeepers is a 
training program that 
equips US-based 
United Methodists to launch and grow en-
vironmental projects in their communities. 
Topics include eco-theology, anti-racism, 
community organizing, and project plan-
ning. All participants plan a project during 
the training.

Application deadline is March 1 with online 
training to begin March 18.

Read more at: https://umcmission.org/
earthkeepers/ 

Youth ministry design teams
SPRINGFIELD – IGRC Youth ministries is 
beginning to explore plans for in-person 
youth gatherings and is in need of design 
team members. Design teams are the heart-
beat of the IGRC Youth Ministry events. 
They together shape the theme and pro-
grammatic pieces for youth events through-
out the year. Please fill out the application if 
you are interested in any of our teams.

For more information about the different 
teams, visit https://www.igrc.org/design-
team-application or contact Curt Franklin at 
cfranklin@igrc.org

Mission Ministry at  
Eagle House Ministries
BUNCOMBE – Eagle House Ministries, 
located in Buncombe, hosts Sunday school 
classes, youth groups, small groups, or 
church groups, and then the group picks a 
project to complete.

The group chooses the project off our web-
site, brings the money for the project and 
money for each team member (this pays for 
room and board at Eagle House) in return 
Eagle House provides the housing and food.

If you are considering a mission trip and 
want to stay "close to home," read more 
about this mission opportunity.

Read more by visiting: https://www.eagle-
houseministries.com/mission-projects-
through-ehm.html The webpage includes 
links for downloading project lists, forms for 
work team members and forms for recipients.

Youth Director 
The First United Methodist Church  
of Harrisburg, Illinois is seeking a  
part-time paid Youth Director.  
For more information and a complete 
job description visit:
https://www.igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/
youth-director-15846558 
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L O C A L  C H U R C H 
N E W S

BY LEISA STREETER
Viola UMC

VIOLA  – ART EXPLOSION was the theme for the 2021 Viola 
UMC Vacation Bible School. 

Debbie Willems (or more lovingly know as Miss Debbie), 
started contemplating this idea in the fall of 2020.  When we 
were all shut down because of COVID, Miss Debbie began 
thinking outside the box about what to do with the 2021 Bible 
School program.  That’s when God spoke to her.  

The church property butts up against the Viola Telephone 
maintenance building and God said to Miss Debbie, “this 
north wall needs a paint job”.  The wheels began to turn, and 
she thought what a great wall to paint a mural on!  And the 
pieces all fell into place.     

After bringing her idea to the church council, it was approved, 
pending the agreement of the telephone company.  The 
project was approved and the search was on for a painter.  
This was a short search, as the church has a young family 
who is very skilled with painting.  

Miss Debbie contacted Maggie Pope, a youth member of 
the church, and broached the idea of painting a mural in 
conjunction with our VBS program.  Miss Pope was very 
excited and asked to bring in another friend, Kamryn Linskey, 
to help with ideas.  And ohhhh the ideas they came up with!  

Both Kamryn and Maggie have been involved with the Quad 
City Arts Program and have helped paint several murals 
throughout the Quad Cities. Isn’t it wonderful how God moves 
mountains, or in this instance a wall to paint?  

A couple of ideas were presented to the church council and a 
choice was made.  The VBS Program began June 7 and each 
attendee had a chance to participate in painting the mural 
throughout the week.  Miss Pope, Miss Linskey, along with 
Abby and Brett Pope and Ryan Mack helped the children 
paint.  Each day the mural became more, and more alive. God 
arranged such a perfect week of weather that the children 
enjoyed spending time outside working on the project. And 
of course, being outside during a Covid year was just the best 
answer to being able to continue with our program for the 
church and the community.  

At the end of the mural project everyone who participated 
with it painted their hand print and initials on the wall. Pastor 
Don Shane then held a Dedication and Blessing Ceremony.  
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me... For the Kingdom of 
God belongs to those who are like these children.” Luke 18:16.

A huge thank you to Miss Debbie, Maggie, Brett, & Abby 
Pope, Kamryn Linskey and Ryan Mack for their given talents 
to see this magnificent project through.  God surely has 
blessed us all at the Viola UMC!

L O C A L  C H U R C H 
N E W S

BY DAVID C.L. BAUER
Jacksonville Journal Courier 

NEW BERLIN – Churches are 
established to feed the soul.

For a trio of New Berlin 
churches, that also means nurturing 
the body by tackling food insecurity 
in western Sangamon County.

The three are supporting two 
micro-food pantries for those in 
need.

Food insecurity is defined by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture as the 
lack of consistent access to enough 
food for a healthy lifestyle. It affected 
about 1 in 8 Americans in 2020 — 
about 26 million adults and 12 million children in 
the United States, according to the USDA.

It is believed the ongoing pandemic has caused 
those numbers to increase significantly since then.

Island Grove United Methodist Church, St. 
John’s Lutheran Church and the New Berlin campus 
of Central Baptist Church of Springfield started 
addressing the problem in their community in 
July. They now are keeping two standalone pantries 
stocked — one in Corbett Park in southwest New 
Berlin and one in the east at New Berlin Laundromat.

The Corbett Park pantry was opened in July 
under the auspices of Island Grove United Methodist 
Church through the church’s seven-member 
Outreach Committee.

"In 2020, our church recognized the ever-
growing need of families and individuals struggling 
with food insecurity, especially during the 
pandemic,” committee leader Liz Pensoneau said.

She said response was immediate and it has been 
heavily used.

HOW TO HELP
For more information about the New Berlin 

pantries or to donate, contact Liz Pensoneau at 217-

488-7709, Allicent Smith at 217-341-1757 or Scott 
Nichols at 217-494-8460.

"Besides being supplied with food from Island 
Grove, we have been blessed to have had food and 
monetary donations from many individuals who 
shared our concern," Pensoneau said.

St. John’s Lutheran Church joined Island Grove 
United Methodist and established the second pantry. 
Laundromat owner Mike Williams donated the space 
and shelving.

"Helping with this project offers one way that 
our congregation can help the community," said 
liaison Allicent Smith of St. John’s Lutheran Church.

Central Baptist campus Pastor Scott Nichols 
said the church wanted to get more involved with 
the community "and the food pantries provide that 
opportunity.”

The park pantry is open 24 hours a day. It is 
stocked only with boxed items during the winter. 
Canned goods, non-perishable food and personal 
care products are available at the laundry during 
regular business hours.

(Reprinted from the Feb. 19 issue of the Jacksonville 
Journal Courier, www.myjournalcourier.com)

PALMER REMEMBERED FOR HIS FAITH AND CARING 

Photo courtesy of Jim Beers
Vicky Beers (right), President of the First United Methodist Women in 
Chester, delivers 12 hand-made tied fleece blankets to Betti Mucha, 
Executive Director of the Perry-Jackson County Child Advocacy Center 
in Pinckneyville.  Every December, the women's group, along with 
several youth from the church make and donate blankets to donate to 
a women's/children's agency. The project is one of many missionary/
outreach efforts the UMW complete every year. 

PALMER CONTINUED ON 5

VIOLA VBS CELEBRATES ART EXPLOSION

NEW BERLIN CHURCHES JOIN TOGETHER 
TO BATTLE FOOD INSECURITY

Photo provided
A micro-pantry at Corbett Park in New Berlin offers boxed foods during the winter 
for those grappling with food insecurity.

(ABOVE LEFT) Shelves filled with canned goods, non-perishable foods and 
personal care items sit stocked at New Berlin Laundromat.

BY VALERIE WELLS
Decatur Herald & Review 

DECATUR – One thing that people always 
said about the Rev. Miley Palmer: when you 
were talking to him, you had his complete 
attention.

“Miley had the ability to treat everyone 
as if they were his only and best friend,” said 
Chris Brodnicki. “I met Miley when I joined 
the Decatur Rotary club in spring of 2014. He 
greeted me as though he had always known me.”

Palmer, 84, died Jan. 24 after a battle 
with cancer. His visitation is 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 12, with a memorial service at 
2 p.m. at First United Methodist Church in 
Decatur. Due to COVID-19 concerns, seating 
will be limited and masks required, but the 
service will be live-streamed, with a link on 
decaturfirstumc.org.

A favorite story about Palmer, a native 
of Texas, was the day that Lana Hoey was 
giving the children's message at First United 

Methodist and asked the kids if they'd ever 
met a real cowboy. When they said no, Palmer, 
wearing his ministerial robes and seated in 
the congregation, stood up, took off the robes 
and revealed a Western shirt, jeans, and boots 
underneath, produced a Stetson cowboy hat 
and put it on. He told the kids about growing 
up on a spread and riding a horse to round 
up cattle, which both the children and the 
adults enjoyed. When he finished, he took off 
the Stetson, put the ministerial robes back on 
and continued the service as if nothing had 
happened.

The Rev. Bill Keagle, a friend of decades, 
said he grew up in Wyoming, so one of the 
topics of their many conversations together was 
always living in ranch country.

“I was interim pastor at First Presbyterian 
while he was serving as minister of visitation,” 
Keagle said. “We were colleagues and friends. 
We used to really enjoy our interaction 
while team teaching. We could both be very 

honest, and the people in congregations at 
both churches enjoyed the fact that we could 
disagree with each other in class. We had many, 
many, regular and interesting conversations 
over the years. We were very free in our 
conversations to be honest and talk about 
important issues.”

Palmer had served as pastor at a number 
of churches, including Grace United Methodist, 
as well as interim minister at both United 
Methodist and Presbyterian churches, and 
retired on Dec. 31 as visitation pastor at First 
United Methodist in Decatur. He continued to 
make calls to parishioners right up until that 
day in spite of his illness.

Palmer and his family had a close 
acquaintance with grief, after his granddaughter, 
Ryanne Mace, was killed in a mass shooting 
at Northern Illinois University on Feb. 14, 
2008. Palmer helped institute the annual Blue 
Christmas services in Decatur, held for those 
missing a lost loved one during the holidays.

“Miley was a servant-hearted pastor who loved 
the Lord’s people,” said Ron Rector, formerly of 
Decatur. “I knew him in the context of attending 
Grace United Methodist Church and later serving 
in the United Methodist Church ministry. He was 
always congenial, cooperative, and open to new ideas 
to the cause of Christ.”

He was the first recipient of the Peter Cartwright 
Lifetime Evangelism Award from the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church. 
He received the Peter Akers Award for professional 
success in recognition of his outstanding service and 
loyalty to his alma mater, McKendree University, 
the highest honor an alumnus of McKendree can 
receive. He served on the alumni board, including 
as president. He was a trustee for 24 years, and was 
recently named trustee emeritus, and served on the 
board of Methodist Medical Center in Peoria for 
30 years. He helped guide Decatur’s Racial Taboo 
initiative and received the Joe Slaw Civil Rights Award 
from the Decatur branch of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People. A Rotarian 
for 43 years, he was a Paul Harris Fellow and held 

every local leadership role in the Rotary Club.
Family was a high priority for Palmer, said the 

Rev. Danny Cox, who was pastor of Grace following 
Palmer's departure.

“Miley was a person with a keen intellect, 
wisdom and curiosity,” Cox said. “He wanted to 
know what others thought and the way they thought. 
He always challenged me to look deeper into my 
understanding of the faith. I was blessed to have had 
Miley as a friend, colleague, mentor, predecessor 
and district superintendent. It was little known that 
Miley had a difficult childhood, raised in what we 
would consider today as poverty and was adopted. I 
am sure he would say if asked that his achievements 
and position in life was due to his faith and the grace 
of God.”

Palmer is survived by his wife, Janet; four 
children, Elizabeth (James) Best, Mary Kay 
(Eric) Mace, Michael (Teresa), and Patricia 
(David) Wegeng; four grandchildren; nine great-
grandchildren; two great-great grandchildren.

(Reprinted with permission from the Jan. 31 issue of the 
Decatur Herald & Review, www.herald-review.com)

PALMER CONTINUED FROM 4
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# B e U M C
C A M P A I G N

#BeUMC 
Campaign articulates  
vision of the continuing 
United Methodist Church

#BeUMC celebrates the core values that connect the 
people of The United Methodist Church. No matter the 
challenges we face, God is with us, and we continue to 
have opportunities to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world!

The #BeUMC campaign is consistent with our United 
Methodist Bishops’ A Narrative for the Continuing United 
Methodist Church, adopted in November 2021. Together 
we share our excitement, enthusiasm and hopes for the 
future of The United Methodist Church.

You are invited to be a part of this meaningful 

campaign by including the #BeUMC hashtag in social 
media posts. The hope is that as many United Methodists 
as possible will share about their personal experiences, 
values, hopes and heritage via photos, videos and written 
posts – illustrations of why they continue to #BeUMC.

This grassroots effort, built upon powerful stories of 
people living their faith around the world, celebrates what 
draws us to The United Methodist Church and what we 
aspire to be.

Dedicated research led to the development of four 
key messages and a series of core values that resonate 

throughout our United Methodist connection.
These are designed to help you share why you are 

United Methodist and what makes you optimistic about 
the future of your congregation's ministry and mission as 
we move toward a more perfect Church.

Share your story. Encourage others to do the same.
A toolkit of resources for church leaders can be found 

by visiting: https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/
communications/church-and-conference-resources/
people-of-god-campaign-new  

DEEPLY-ROOTED

PEOPLE
OF GOD

FOUNDATION: LIVING THE GOSPEL
The United Methodist Church is founded on a Wesleyan theology of grace, anchored in Scripture, and based in the life 
and teachings of Jesus Christ and the continuing movement of the Holy Spirit.

• We embrace the fundamentals of the Wesleyan tradition and dedicate ourselves to the mission of making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

• We embrace a Church anchored in Scripture and a theology of grace.

• We embrace a Church that aspires to be a more just and inclusive force in the world. 

• We embrace the connected power of 12 million souls united, working towards good in the world.

• We embrace a Church that has uplifted our own lives and the lives of our friends, family, and those we cherish.

• We embrace a Church built in loving relationships rather than uniformity in thought and action.

• We embrace a Church where everyone does not have to agree and where everyone is welcome.

WORLD-CHANGING

PEOPLE
OF GOD

DISCIPLE MAKING
First and foremost, we are dedicated to the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world in the tradition of John Wesley.

We live out this key theme through the following set of core values: 

We are committed to making disciples... 

• For the creation of a more just and inclusive world, united in the love of God.
• Who are grounded in the teachings and example of Jesus Christ.
• Who are anchored in Scripture and formed by tradition, experience and 

reason.
• Who live a life of personal piety and social holiness.

BELONGING AND INCLUSION
All belong and will be loved in The UMC. All will be heard, respected and engaged.  
All will be free to develop their personal relationship with God and to serve fully in  
the ministry of Jesus Christ.

We live out this key theme through the following set of core values:

I want to be part of a Church... 

• With different backgrounds, opinions and gifts.

• That affirms the wholeness of everyone. We are LGBTQ+, people of many 
abilities and people in many life situations.

• That is dismantling racism.
• Where, when communion is celebrated, everyone is invited to the table.
• That is diverse and where I'm not expected to think like everyone else.

INFLUENCE, CONNECTION AND IMPACT
With more than 12 million members across the globe, we are a powerful connection, 
living and sharing the grace of Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.

We are committed to work for global health, education, creation care, child welfare, 
disaster recovery and countless other efforts.

We live out this key theme through the following set of core values:

I want to be part of a Church that... 

• Matters.
• Shapes the world and cares for all of God’s creation.
• Has given billions of dollars to offer healing to a broken world.
• People look to for inspiration and wisdom.
• Can do so much more together, than alone, to change the world.
• Laments its failures and walks humbly with God in repairing a broken world.

EXPERIENCE OF GOD THROUGH THE UMC
We embrace a Church where we experience our triune God in personal and community 
relationships, transforming our own lives, the lives around us, and the entire world.

We live out this key theme through the following set of core values:

I want to be part of the Church... 

• Where I found my relationship with God.
• That helped my children.
• That shaped my parents and grandparents.
• Where I first experienced God’s love.
• Where I can use my gifts and be part of a community.

DISCIPLE-MAKING

PEOPLE
OF GOD

6   |   M A R C H  2 0 2 2   |   T H E  C U R R E N T T H E  C U R R E N T    |    M A R C H  2 0 2 2   |   7

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/communications/church-and-conference-resources/people-of-god-campaign-new
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/communications/church-and-conference-resources/people-of-god-campaign-new
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/communications/church-and-conference-resources/people-of-god-campaign-new


BY HEATHER HAHN 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. –  With a proposed United 
Methodist separation on hold, a growing number of 
congregations are moving ahead with their own plans to 
leave the denomination.

Frazer Memorial United Methodist Church, one of the 
largest churches in the Alabama-West Florida Conference, is 
among the congregations in talks to part ways. 

The church last May hosted the fifth Global Gathering of 
the Wesleyan Covenant Association, an advocacy group that 
is forming a new, theologically conservative denomination 
called the Global Methodist Church. Instead of waiting for 
that new denomination’s launch, the Frazer congregation 
voted Jan. 30 to work toward joining the Free Methodist 
Church — a denomination that is more than 160 years old. 

“It is not without sadness that we contemplate 
departing from our denominational ties with the UMC,” the 
church said in a statement. 

“The Alabama-West Florida Annual Conference of the 
UMC has been our home for many years, and we honor 
the connection we have shared and the work we have 
accomplished together. Nevertheless, we believe that the 
Free Methodist Church is a better fit for our present identity 
and future fruitfulness.”

The Free Methodist Church remains its own 
denomination but maintains ecumenical ties with The 
United Methodist Church through the World Methodist 
Council. Today, the Free Methodist Church has about 1.2 
million members around the globe. The United Methodist 
Church has more than 12 million worldwide.

Exiting the global United Methodist Church is not 
as simple as taking a congregational vote. For centuries, 
the denomination has maintained a trust clause, which 
states that churches hold property in trust for the entire 
denomination.

To leave with property, most exiting congregations — 
like Frazer — are using disaffiliation procedures outlined in 
the Book of Discipline, the denomination’s policy book. 

However, some disaffiliation cases are landing in civil 
court. 

The Missouri Conference is working with multiple 
congregations considering disaffiliation. Bishop Robert 
Farr on Jan. 31 released a statement and frequently asked 
questions document explaining how the process works. 

“Although the Conference has consistently worked with 
congregations that have explored the process, I have become 
increasingly concerned about statements made to these 
congregations,” Farr’s statement said.

His statement goes on to say that some attorneys “have 
engaged in disappointing practices” including keeping 
congregations in the dark about the costs of disaffiliation. 

At present, the Missouri Conference is facing lawsuits 
from three congregations seeking to circumvent the 
denomination’s disaffiliation process. 

Meanwhile, the North Georgia Conference and its largest-
member church, Mt. Bethel, remain engaged in a civil lawsuit 
and countersuit in county court over church property.

In Wisconsin, a disaffiliating congregation has filed a 
lawsuit in U.S. federal court, arguing that a state law that 
incorporates the United Methodist trust clause violates the U.S. 
Constitution’s First Amendment and should be overturned. 

For its part, the Wesleyan Covenant Association is urging 
theologically conservative congregations to wait and join the 
Global Methodist Church under the terms of the Protocol 
of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation, a proposal 
negotiated by a theologically diverse group of leaders. 

The protocol allows churches and conferences to leave 
with property and $25 million in denominational funds to 
form a new “traditionalist denomination.” 

However, the protocol needs adoption by General 
Conference to go into effect. The COVID-19 pandemic 
already has twice postponed the United Methodist 
legislative assembly and has put in doubt whether the 
international meeting can go forward as scheduled Aug. 29-
Sept. 6 in Minneapolis.

The Rev. Walter Fenton of the WCA writes that the plan’s 
adoption would prevent “the bitter civil litigation that has cost 
other mainline denominations tens of millions of dollars.”

Increasingly, though, churches are not waiting to make 
their move. A United Methodist News review of U.S. annual 
conference reports and publicly available journals found that 
annual conferences — church regional bodies — approved 
about 100 disaffiliations in 2021. That’s up from the 32 U.S. 
disaffiliations recorded in 2020 by the General Council on 
Finance and Administration, which collects church data. 

Still, the total number of disaffiliations for both years is 
less than half of the roughly 280 church closures approved in 
2021 because the congregations were no longer sustainable. 
The number of disaffiliations also is only a tiny fraction of 
the more than 31,000 United Methodist churches in the U.S.

While small, the losses already are having an impact. 
The General Council on Finance and Administration 
calculates that the 32 disaffiliations in 2020 will result in a 
$241,093 reduction in apportionment receipts this year. 

The disaffiliation process is time-consuming, 

stressful and expensive for churches and their conferences 
alike. Conferences are on the hook for such expenses as 
pension liabilities, equitable compensation of clergy and 
apportionments — shares of church giving — that support 
regional, national and international ministries. Departing 
churches also must pay a share of their pension liabilities, at 
least two years of apportionments and satisfy any debts they 
have with the conference.

One Disciplinary provision allows churches to leave 
with property if they join “another evangelical denomination, 
under an allocation, exchange of property, or comity 
agreement” provided the conference and other interested 
parties agree. Two years ago, Grace Fellowship — a church in 
suburban Houston — left The United Methodist Church for 
the Free Methodist Church under this part of the Discipline.  

Another Disciplinary provision allows congregations 
to disaffiliate by Dec. 31, 2023, for “reasons of conscience” 
related to homosexuality if they meet certain criteria. This 
provision was passed during the same General Conference 
that strengthened church bans against same-sex weddings 
and “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy. 

Under both provisions, congregations can be under 
hefty financial obligations to their conference ranging from 
more than $100,000 to millions of dollars depending on 
the church’s size. Both also give annual conferences final 
approval over whether a church can leave. 

Even with those connections, churchgoers still grieve 
the current departures.  

In a statement, the Alabama-West Florida Conference 
said it mourned Frazer’s planned exit.

“Frazer Church is a remarkable witness for Jesus 
Christ,” the conference said. “For many years they have 
been a leader in The United Methodist Church and in the 
Alabama-West Florida Conference. While we are saddened 
that they are exploring denominational options, it is our 
strong desire and prayer that each church and clergyperson 
honor what God is genuinely calling them to do.”

The Alabama-West Florida Conference plans to vote on 
Frazer’s departure at its annual session June 12-15.

(Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News)

Liberian United Methodists appoint special envoy to the zogos
BY LAURIE M. PAGE

GANTA CITY, Liberia – The Liberia 
Annual Conference (LAC), United 
Methodist Church (UMC) at the just-
ended 189th annual conference of that 
body held in Ganta City, Nimba County, 
appointed a special envoy to tackle at-risk 
youth, referred to as 'zogos' in the country.

The appointment of the Methodist special 
envoy to address issues confronting 
the well-being of disadvantaged and 
at-risk youth is due to the increase of 
drug addicts across Liberia, which poses 
a security threat to the growth and 
development of the country.

Bishop Samuel Quire, Jr., commissioned and appointed 
Rev. Caleb Dormah as Liberia area United Methodist 
Church (UMC) ambassador to lead the Church efforts in 
addressing at-risk youth issues.

The newly appointed team's scope of operations (SOP) 
is to buttress the national government in addressing the 
issue of ' zogos'  in the country.

Currently, according to statistics gathered, there are 
thousands of disadvantaged and at-risk youth in the 
various streets of Liberia.

The LAC position statements read by Bishop Quire noted 
that the church as a body of Christ having observed 
that those referred to as Zogoes in Liberia needs some 
transformation so that they too will contribute to the 

forward match of Liberia, the Church believes that the 
young people of Liberia deserve better, and they are very 
important groups before God.

According to the endorsed resolution from the just-ended 
189th annual conference of the United Methodist Church 
(UMC), said that the body of Christ must be reached out to 
with songs of inclusivity  rather than murmurs of exclusivity.

Knowledgeable of the reality that may be users and 
abusers of illicit drugs, caught up in the acts of petit 
thievery and violence, the Liberia area of the United 
Methodist Church (UMC) believes that these at-risk youth 
are precious in the sight of God. 
Holding on to the truth of its Social Principles, the LAC 
believes God's love for the world is active and engaged, 

seeking justice and liberty.

The Resident Bishop of the LAC noted that the church 
cannot and must not be an observer to a national 
emergency. He said that the church believes there is 
urgency in finding a pragmatic and transformative 
solution to leave the disadvantaged youth from valleys of 
despair to the buoyancy of new hope and also calls on 
the Government of Liberia to tighten laws to prevent the 
importation of illicit drugs.

The church sees this as a very necessary intervention 
because the future of Liberia is at risk as long those 
disadvantaged youth remain.

(Reprinted from the Liberian Observer website in a post 
dated Feb. 18, www.liberianobserver.com)

DISAFFILIATION CONTINUED ON 9
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Judicial Council clarifies disaffiliation rules
BY HEATHER HAHN

The United Methodist Church’s top court released six 
decisions Feb. 9 related to a new provision governing how 
congregations can leave the denomination with property.

All six rulings from the United Methodist Judicial 
Council stem from questions of law raised about the 
Book of Discipline’s new Paragraph 2553 — approved by 
the 2019 Special General Conference in St. Louis.

Passed during the same legislative assembly that 
strengthened church bans against same-sex weddings 
and “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy, the church law 
allows congregations to exit with property for “reasons 
of conscience” related to homosexuality if they meet 
certain requirements.

The disaffiliation plan offers a limited way to release 
congregations from The United Methodist Church’s 
centuries-old trust clause, which states that church 
property is held in trust for the benefit of the entire 
denomination. The provision permits such disaffiliations 
through Dec. 31, 2023.

In 2019, the Judicial Council upheld Paragraph 
2553 as in line with the denomination’s constitution. In 
that ruling, the church court also spelled out that any 
disaffiliation must include:

• Approval for disaffiliation by at least a two-thirds 
majority of a church’s professing members present 
at the vote.

• Establishment of terms and conditions between the 
exiting local church and the conference board of trustees.

• Ratification of a church’s disaffiliation by a simple 
majority at annual conference.

Already more than 130 U.S. congregations 
have used Paragraph 2553 to part ways with the 
denomination. However, that is a small fraction of the 
more than 31,000 United Methodist churches in the U.S.

The provision also continues to spark questions 
of law at annual conference sessions. The Discipline — 
the denomination’s policy book — requires bishops to 
respond to questions of law raised during the sessions at 
which they preside and that any bishop’s decision of law 
go before the Judicial Council for review.

The new Judicial Council rulings cover decisions of 
law that bishops made during the 2020 and 2021 annual 
conference seasons.

One question before the court was whether annual 
conference members can amend a congregation’s 
disaffiliation agreement when it comes to the floor for 
a vote.

In Decision 1420, the Judicial Council affirmed the 
decision of law by North Georgia Conference Bishop 
Sue Haupert-Johnson that an annual conference’s 
authority is limited to a simple yes or no vote.

The church court notes that under the Discipline, a 
local church “cannot sever its connectional relationship 
to The United Methodist Church without the consent 
of the annual conference.” The Judicial Council has 
construed this provision to mean that the annual 
conference must ratify any disaffiliation agreement.

 

Photo courtesy of Frazer Memorial
Frazer Memorial United Methodist Church, a megachurch in 
Montgomery, Alabama, is among congregations in talks to sever 
ties with The United Methodist Church. The congregation voted Jan. 
31 to disaffiliate and join the Free Methodist Church. With a plan 
of separation on hold, an increasing number of congregations are 
heading out on their own. 

CHURCH DISAFFILIATIONS, COURT CASES MOUNT

At-risk Liberian youth, who are commonly referred to as zogos.   

According to the endorsed resolution from the 
just-ended 189th annual conference of the United 
Methodist Church (UMC), said that the body 
of Christ must be reached out to with songs of 
inclusivity  rather than murmurs of exclusivity.
Knowledgeable of the reality that may be users and 
abusers of illicit drugs, caught up in the acts of petit 
thievery and violence, the Liberia area of the United 
Methodist Church (UMC) believes that these at-risk 
youth are precious in the sight of God.

“Consequently, ratification in this context denotes 
the retroactive approval by a vote up or down by the 
members of an annual conference but does not include 
the right to amend the disaffiliation agreement,” the 
church court ruled.

In Decision 1422, the Judicial Council affirmed 
another decision by Haupert-Johnson. During annual 
conference, a lay member asked the bishop whether 
a church that identifies itself as traditional could use 
Paragraph 2553. In this context, “traditional” means a 
church that supports the denominational restrictions 
around homosexuality.

Haupert-Johnson said she found no ruling of 
law was required “because the North Georgia Annual 
Conference Board of Trustees has indicated that it will 
not question ‘the reasons of conscience’ behind a church’s 
decision to disaffiliate.”

The North Georgia Conference and its largest-
member church, Mt. Bethel, are engaged in a civil lawsuit 
and countersuit in county court over church property. Mt. 

Bethel has invoked Paragraph 2553 in making its case.
However, the United Methodist Judicial Council 

made no mention of that court case, and explicitly said it 
was focusing on the questions of law submitted to it.

In Decision 1421, the Judicial Council addressed two 
questions: Whether the sale of property can be completed 
before the conference votes and whether the conference 
board of trustees can enter into a nondisclosure 
agreement with a departing church.

The church court said the Alabama-West Florida 
Conference Board of Trustees acted unlawfully by 
closing sale on the property of a church before the annual 
conference voters ratified the disaffiliation agreement.

“The execution, delivery, and filing for record of any 
deed to property cannot be accomplished prior to such 
ratification,” the Judicial Council ruled.

However, the church court also said that the board 
of trustees can enter into a nondisclosure agreement as 
part of a negotiated settlement, where permitted by local 
laws. The ruling reversed in part and modified in part a 
decision by Bishop David Graves.

Judicial Council member Beth Capen wrote a 
separate opinion, concurring in part and dissenting 
in part with the ruling. She agreed that the annual 
conference should vote on any disaffiliation settlement 
before property changes hands. Specifically, she said it 
was improper that the conference board executed the 
quitclaim deed and release of trust clause months ahead 
of the annual conference vote.

But she disagreed with the use of a nondisclosure 
agreement. “The Annual Conference must have access 
to all information concerning a congregation’s proposed 
disaffiliation,” she wrote.

Judicial Council member Warren Plowden, 
chancellor for the South Georgia Conference, recused 
himself from deliberating on the decision related to 
the Alabama-West Florida Conference because the two 
conferences now share a bishop. 

In Decision 1423, the Judicial Council affirmed a 
decision by New England Conference Bishop Sudarshana 

Devadhar that United Methodist clergy members in good 
standing can make a motion for a church’s disaffiliation.

“Clergy members have the right to vote on disaffiliation 
resolutions that come before an annual conference,” the 
Judicial Council ruled. “This voting right includes the right 
to make a motion to approve such resolutions.”

The Judicial Council also agreed with Devadhar 
that one of the questions he faced was parliamentary in 
nature and outside the Judicial Council’s jurisdiction.

In two decisions, the Judicial Council dealt with 
what terms an annual conference can set for any 
disaffiliation agreement within its boundaries. Paragraph 
2553 says annual conferences “may develop additional 
standard terms that are not inconsistent with the 
standard form of this paragraph.”

In Decision 1424, the church court affirmed 
Arkansas Conference Bishop Gary Mueller’s decision 
that “the requirement that Arkansas Annual Conference 
Board of Trustees seek ‘repayment of district, annual 
conference or general church grants made in the past 10 
years, excluding benevolent grants’ does not invalidly 
negate, ignore or violate church law.”

In Decision 1425, the Judicial Council also affirmed 
Devadhar’s decision that the New England Conference 
can require churches considering disaffiliation to go 
through at least an eight-month discernment process, 
seek assessments of the impact of the departure and hold 
at least four listening sessions with members.

The Judicial Council’s ruling said the disaffiliation 
process established by General Conference constitutes 
minimum standards, “which do not preclude additional 
procedures and standard terms created by annual 
conferences, provided that the latter do not negate or 
violate the former.”

The Judicial Council is continuing to deliberate on a 
22-item fall docket. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the church court has been meeting online over a period 
of months and publishing decisions as they are ready.

(Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News)

Photo by Mike DuBose; illustration by Laurens Glass, UM News

The United Methodist Judicial Council has released six decisions 
dealing with Paragraph 2553, a new church law that allows 
congregations to leave with property under limited conditions. 
The rulings all stem from questions raised during the 2020 and 
2021 annual conference seasons. 
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8   |   M A R C H  2 0 2 2   |   T H E  C U R R E N T T H E  C U R R E N T    |    M A R C H  2 0 2 2   |   9



Illinois Great Rivers Conference
Volume 54, Number 1

JAN - MAR  2022
H I S T O R I C A L 
M E S S E N G E R

C O N F E R E N C E
 C A M P I N G  N E W S

(Editor’s note: This story was previously published 
nine years ago in the The Current. It is republished in 
honor of the 79th anniversary of the event.)

Lt. George L. Fox’s tenure as pastor of the Downs 
Methodist Episcopal Church was rather uneventful but 
his legacy as an Army chaplain just 14 years later lives on.

Fox was one of four chaplains that perished on the 
U.S.A.T. Dorchester when it was hit by a torpedo from a 
German U-boat off the coast of Newfoundland Feb. 3, 1943.

Fox, who graduated with a A.B. degree from Illinois 
Wesleyan University in 1931 was pastor at Downs from 
1929 to 1931. He had served as a veteran of World War 
I, having lied about his age in order to enlist with the 
ambulance corps in 1917.

On Dec. 3, 1917, Fox embarked 
from Camp Merritt, N.J. and boarded 
the U.S. Huron en route to France, 
where as a medical corps assistant, he 
was highly decorated for bravery and 
was awarded the Silver Star, Purple Heat 
and the French Croix de Guerre.

A native of Pennsylvania, Fox 
returned home after his discharge 
and when to work for the Guarantee 
Trust Co. In 1923, Fox entered Moody 
Institute in Chicago and later withdrew 
to become an itinerant Methodist 
preacher.

Following graduation from Illinois 
Wesleyan University and his pastorate 
at Downs, he entered Boston School 
of Theology and was ordained in 1934. He served several 
pastorates in Vermont and joined the American Legion 
where he was appointed state chaplain and historian.

In mid-1942, Fox joined the Army Chaplain Service 
and went on active duty Aug. 8, 1942, the same day his 
son Wyatt enlisted in the Marine Corps. He was assigned 
to the Chaplains school at Harvard, where he became 
friends with Jewish Rabbi Lt. Alexander D. Goode, 
Roman Catholic priest Lt. John P. Washington and Lt. 
Clark V. Poling of the Dutch Reformed Church. After a 
brief deployment to the 411th Coast Artillery Batallion at 
Camp Davis, Fox reunited with the other three at Camp 
Myles Standish in Tauton, Mass., where the four made 
their fateful trip aboard the Dorchester.

It was the evening of Feb. 2, 1943, and the U.S.A.T. 
Dorchester was crowded to capacity, carrying 902 service 
men, merchant seamen and civilian workers.

Once a luxury coastal liner, the 5,649-ton vessel had 
been converted into an Army transport ship, carrying 902 
service men, merchant seaman and civilian workers. The 
Dorchester, one of three ships in the SG-19 convoy, was 
moving steadily across the icy waters from Newfoundland 
toward an American base in Greenland.  SG-19 was 
escorted by Coast Guard Cutters Tampa, Escanaba and 
Comanche. Sonar had detected submarines in the area.

Just 150 miles from their destination, Captain Hans 
J. Danielsen ordered the men to sleep in their clothing 

and keep life jackets on. Many 
soldiers sleeping deep in the ship's 
hold disregarded the order because 
of the engine's heat. Others ignored 
it because the life jackets were 
uncomfortable.

At 12:55 a.m. Feb. 3, the German 
submarine U-223 approached the 
convoy on the surface, and after 
identifying and targeting the ship, 
gave orders to fire the torpedoes, 
a fan of three were fired. The one 
that hit was decisive – and deadly – 
striking the starboard side, amid ship, 
far below the water line.

Tragically, the hit had knocked 
out power and radio contact with the three escort ships. 
The CGC Comanche, however, saw the flash of the 
explosion. It responded and then rescued 97 survivors. 
The CGC Escanaba circled the Dorchester, rescuing an 
additional 132 survivors. The third cutter, CGC Tampa, 
continued on, escorting the remaining two ships

Aboard the Dorchester, panic and chaos had set in. 
The blast had killed scores of men, and many more were 
seriously wounded. Others, stunned by the explosion 
were groping in the darkness. Those sleeping without 
clothing rushed topside where they were confronted first 
by a blast of icy Arctic air and then by the knowledge that 
death awaited.

Men jumped from the ship into lifeboats, over-
crowding them to the point of capsizing, according to 
eyewitnesses. Other rafts, tossed into the Atlantic, drifted 
away before soldiers could get in them.

Through the pandemonium, according to those 
present, the four Army chaplains brought hope in despair 
and light in darkness. Quickly and quietly, the four 
chaplains spread out among the soldiers. There they tried 
to calm the frightened, tend the wounded and guide the 
disoriented toward safety.

"Witnesses of that terrible night remember 
hearing the four men offer prayers for the dying and 
encouragement for those who would live," says Wyatt R. 
Fox, son of Reverend Fox.

One witness, 
Private William 
B. Bednar, found 
himself floating 
in oil-smeared 
water surrounded 
by dead bodies 
and debris. “I 
could hear men 
crying, pleading, 
praying,” Bednar 

recalls. “I could also hear the chaplains preaching courage. 
Their voices were the only thing that kept me going.”

Another sailor, Petty Officer John J. Mahoney, tried 
to reenter his cabin but Rabbi Goode stopped him. 
Mahoney, concerned about the cold Arctic air, explained 
he had forgotten his gloves.

"Never mind," Goode responded. "I have two pairs." 
The rabbi then gave the petty officer his own gloves. In 
retrospect, Mahoney realized that Rabbi Goode was not 
conveniently carrying two pairs of gloves, and that the 
rabbi had decided not to leave the Dorchester.

By this time, most of the men were topside, and the 
chaplains opened a storage locker and began distributing 
life jackets. It was then that Engineer Grady Clark 
witnessed an astonishing sight.

When there were no more lifejackets in the storage 
room, the chaplains removed theirs and gave them to four 
frightened young men.

"It was the finest thing I have seen or hope to see this 
side of heaven," said John Ladd, another survivor who saw 
the chaplains' selfless act.

As the ship went down, survivors in nearby rafts 
could see the four chaplains--arms linked and braced 
against the slanting deck. Their voices could also be heard 
offering prayers.

Of the 902 men aboard the U.S.A.T. Dorchester, 
672 died, leaving 230 survivors. When the news reached 
American shores, the nation was stunned by the magnitude 
of the tragedy and heroic conduct of the four chaplains.

“Valor is a gift," Carl Sandburg once said. "Those 
having it never know for sure whether they have it until 
the test comes."

 The Distinguished Service Cross and Purple Heart 
were awarded posthumously Dec. 19, 1944, to the next 
of kin by Lt. Gen. Brehon B. Somervell, Commanding 
General of the Army Service Forces, in a ceremony at the 
post chapel at Fort Myer, Va.

 A one-time only posthumous Special Medal for 
Heroism was authorized by Congress and awarded by the 
President Eisenhower Jan. 18, 1961. Congress attempted 
to confer the Medal of Honor but was blocked by the 
stringent requirements that required heroism performed 
under fire. The special medal was intended to have the 
same weight and importance as the Medal of Honor.

(Some of the information about the Four Chaplains 
provided by the website, www.fourchaplains.org)

FAITH, COURAGE AND SELFLESSNESS:  
THE STORY OF THE FOUR CHAPLAINS

In Thankful Remembrance:   
Rev. Joe Hankla's legacy of ministry 
and service at Little Grassy
MAKANDA – Rev. Ed Hoke shares: 
“When I was the Little Grassy Manager 
from January 1991 to June of 1998, Joe 
Hankla was a mentor, an advisor, a helper 
and a friend. His presence was so valuable 
because he knew where everything was, 
especially underground, but also inside 
walls. The joke was that he knew where 
all the bodies were buried. Joe was a 
fountain of information and history. But 
his willingness to bring his construction 
skills back to the camp was invaluable. Joe 
built a good portion of the camp with the 
exception of Masada and the Tabernacle. 
Everything else Joe had a hand in. He also did it all on 
the proverbial “shoestring” as they say financially. Joe was 
a master of utilizing used materials to do quality work. 
My favorite Joe Hankla story is that when he and I were 
renovating what is now the camp office, we ran into a 
very unique situation. The sheetrock would not fit the 
studs. The studs were set on 14” centers as opposed to 
the standard 16”. I asked Joe, “Why in the world would you 
put the studs on 14” centers?” He replied, “Well Ed, we 
were using used paneling. When we took the paneling 
down, we damaged the edges of the paneling where 
it was nailed to the original studs. So, I cut an inch off 
both sides of the paneling to cut out the damage and 
thus we had to set the studs on 14” centers so we could 
nail the paneling to the walls. I think this story defines 
the ingenuity and unique ability of the most gently and 
loving pastor I’ve every known. Little Grassy United 
Methodist Camp exists because this man knew how to 
make it happen.

Bishop Bill Lewis offers: “There are countless stories 
and memories of a lifetime of service alongside Joe 
and Vi.  Ralph Totten was included in most of those 
endeavors.  When hard labor was involved Joe Hankla 
and Ralph Totten were a team.  The "sweat equity" 
Southern Illinois Methodism owes those two guys is 
immeasurable.

“I was close to both Earl Dickey and Gail Hines.  I was 
serving churches nearby during all those early years 
and usually available.  Bill Dean, who was memorialized 

at the dedication of the cross and circle 
at Inspiration Point, was brother to my 
wife.  (He was killed in a car wreck in 1965 
and was at the time the chairman of the 
conference camping committee and pastor 
at West Frankfort, First.)   I followed Gail at 
Murphysboro, First whose volunteers built 
some of the earliest facilities.  

“During the years when the camp was 
founded, Gail and Earl were both pastors 
at the two churches in Murphysboro which 
united during the time I was pastor there 
(1963-69).  Earl later became pastor of 
my home church in Carterville. My father 

worked for a while at the camp following his retirement.  
I was in college at SIUC during the founding years and 
was nearby and, though I was then a loyal Eldorado 
Instituter, was also supportive of Little Grassy for its 
uniqueness. There was rivalry and competition from the 
beginning of Little Grassy UM Camp.  From 1961 on I was 
a Little Grassy person.  There are lots of stories I could 
share but the most memorable one for me personally is a 
phone call that came in the middle of the night.

“Joe and Ralph Totten had somehow acquired, free 
gratis, all the kitchen equipment from the closure of 
the old Stock Yards Restaurant in East St. Louis.  It was 
thousands of dollars’ worth of stainless steel.

“They had it all loaded onto a truck a good friend of the 
camp had loaned them.  They were on their way to Little 
Grassy to unload it.  They were working on "borrowed 
time" with the truck and had to get it back the next day.  
They needed to get it unloaded before morning.  So, 
about three o'clock in the morning I got out of bed and 
met them at the camp.   We unloaded all of that stainless 
equipment at the dining hall before daylight.  

“That would have been about 1962.   All of that equipment 
is still in use and looks like it would outlast all of us.”

Conference Archives under one roof
MT. VERNON  – The Commission on Archives and History 
has the entire Conference historical collection under one 
roof for the first time since formation of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference in 1996.

The room of historical documents and materials previously 
housed at Holman Library at McKendree University is now 
located at the Conference Archives at Mt. Vernon Wesley UMC.

The move of materials came at the request of the university 
which is preparing its library for a renovation. Most of these 

materials were part of the archives of the former Southern 
Illinois Conference.

The remaining 14 tons of archival material was moved in 
May 2020 when MacMurray College in Jacksonville closed. 
MacMurray’s Pfeiffer Library was the home to the IGRC 
Archives since 2006 when it relocated there from Illinois 
Wesleyan University.

The Conference Archivist is Kenyon Reed, who can be reached 
at: (618) 242-2817 or by email at: archives@igrc.org

Lake 2 Bay 5K for  
camp scholarships
HUDSON – Over the course of 6 months, join 
us as we walk, hike, climb, run, bike, swim, and 
dance our way across Illinois. The way you 
complete your miles is up to you! All money 
raised from this event will go towards the 
IGRC Camping and Retreat Ministry Camper 
Scholarship Fund. We are proud to say that 
our Scholarship Fund helps send hundreds of 
children and youth to camp each year. This is 
such an amazing feat, but it comes at a cost. Help 
us replenish our scholarship supply so that even 
more campers and families can take advantage of 
this opportunity in 2022! 

The Lake 2 Bay 5K costs $50/registration, the 
One Way Ticket costs $75/registration, and the 
Round Trip costs $100/registration. 

Each registration comes with a t-shirt. The One 
Way Ticket and Round Trip registrations also 
come with a medal. Shirts and medals will be 
mailed to you by May 15. 

We encourage all participants to find a sponsor 
(or several!) We know that not everyone is an 
athlete and want to give your community a way 
to support you on your journey! Sponsorship is 
a great way to engage your local church, clubs, 
or families to make this fundraiser a group effort.  
Watch IGRC Camp & Retreat Center social media 
for clergy challenges and our very own pet leader 
board!  To register:  https://shopigrcamps.com/
collections/virtual-race

Camp Sunday!
HUDSON – The IGRC Camping and Retreat 
Team will happily send staff to worship with 
your congregation and to share about camp 
through preaching, a children’s time, a Sunday 
school session, or an activity like s’mores!  Dates 
remain available in April and May.  Your church 
will receive $25.00 off every summer camp 
registration booked within the week following 
your camp Sunday.  Call the camping office at 
309-365-7531 to plan an event that is right for you.  

A Time Apart  
for pastors
HUDSON – A Time Apart Our Conference Camp 
and Retreat Centers are available for Clergy to 
get away – whether it be for study, re-creation, 
sermon planning or to simply to step away from 
the demands of your day to day ministry to focus 
on your relationship with God or those dear to 
you.  This is a ministry of the conference and is 
available at no cost to our pastors.  To make a 
reservation at either site, please contact Lea at 
309-365-7531.

 “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? 
Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover 
your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk 
with me and work with me–watch how I do it. 
Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay 
anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company 
with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”  
– Matthew 11:28–30, The Message

HANKLA
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C O N F E R E N C E
N E W S

Members of the Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference:

Greetings in the name of our savior, Jesus Christ!  I look 
forward to seeing you at the 2022 Annual Conference 
online session, June 9-11.  This marks the 200th session of 
an organized Methodist gathering in Illinois.  Our theme 
is based in Ecclesiastes 3:8, “A time for love and a time for 
peace.”  To prepare for annual conference, please make 
note of the following items.

Attendance: Registered members will be able to at-
tend annual conference in-person at Peoria Civic Center 
or online (ZOOM) using their own computer or device. 
Those attending in person will need to follow appropriate 
COVID safety practices as recommended by public health 
officials. At this time that includes wearing a facemask 
while in all indoor public spaces. The IGRC Committee on 
Sessions is also recommending that participants be vac-
cinated against COVID or screen themselves by getting a 
COVID test before attending.  Pre-Conference Briefings will 
be available online in May to help inform all participants 
about conference proposals.

Annual Conference and Secretary Website: Don’t 
forget that the websites and the SCHED app will be key 

resources for you.  Information on lay member alternates, 
absentee forms, hotel blocks, legislation, and more can be 
found at www.igrc.org/secretary and www.igrc.org/ac2022. 

Legislative Materials: All 2022 pre-conference and 
legislative materials will be posted online at www.igrc.org/
ac2022.  In addition, all 2022 pre-conference materials will 
be sent via email to lay and clergy Conference members.  
In addition, all pre-conference materials/workbook will be 
available at the annual conference webpage and SCHED 
app.  If you wish to receive paper copies of Conference 
materials through the mail, please contact the Print and 
Mailroom Manager, Doug Stone at dstone@igrc.org, 217-
529-3267 or  P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794 by April 27.

Annual Conference Checklist: The Annual Conference 
Checklist is posted at: www.igrc.org/ac2022checklist.  On 
the second page is a ‘blueprint’ to use if you wish to submit 
a resolution to the bar of the conference.  If you have any 
questions about how to format the resolution, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at acsecretary@igrc.org. 

Streaming for Public Viewing: Sessions will be 
livestreamed through www.igrc.org/ac2022live for public 
viewing. 

Special Worship Services and Offerings: Continue to 
watch for announcements about scheduling of Conference 
Memorial Service, Conference Retiree Recognition Service 
and Ordination Service.  Throughout the Conference 
Session and Worship Services, there will be invitations 
and opportunities for individuals and churches to share in 
special offerings. In addition, each year we remember our 
deceased clergy members and lay members to annual 
conference from the previous year.  Submit the names of 
those deceased persons to Paul Black, pblack@igrc.org or 
217-529-2824.  

Special Guests: Special guests to the session may be in-
troduced to the assembly if the request is made in writing 
to the Conference Secretary.  Guest biographical informa-
tion must be turned in by April 27.

If you have any questions for me regarding conference, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Grace and Peace, 
Rev. Ethan L. Carnes
Annual Conference Secretary
acsecretary@Igrc.org – email

ANNUAL CONFERENCE GEARING UP  
FOR A HYBRID EVENT JUNE 9-11

Denman, Cartwright award nominees sought
SPRINGFIELD – Nominations are now being accepted through April 25 for the Denman Evangelism Award 

for clergy, laity and youth, and for the Peter Cartwright Lifetime Achievement Award in Ministry. These awards are 
presented by the IGRC Evangelism Committee.

Read more and download the forms at: https://www.igrc.org/evangelismawards
The Denman Evangelism Award honors an IGRC United Methodist lay, youth lay and clergy person who exhibits 

unusual and outstanding efforts for work in Christian evangelism by faithfully carrying out the mission of “making 
disciples of Jesus Christ.”

The Peter Cartwright Lifetime Evangelism Award of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference is awarded to someone 
who has exceptional leadership qualities to help our conference in making disciples of Jesus Christ. This person’s 
lifetime example challenges pastors and lay people to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with others. Where the 
Denman award is given for a period of work, the Peter Cartwright Lifetime Evangelism Award is given to a retired 
pastor who has reflected this work throughout their ministry career.

SPRINGFIELD – As the Commission on General 
Conference meets in the next few weeks to decide 
on whether General Conference is possible in 
August and September 2022, the IGRC delegation 
met Feb. 9  and issued the following statement 
which was approved by all 24 General and 
Jurisdictional Conference delegates and alternates:

“We, the General and Jurisdictional Conference 
delegates of the Illinois Great Rivers Annual 
Conference, commend the Commission on General 
Conference for the tireless efforts being made to 
hold an in-person General Conference in 2022. A 
task which is challenging in the best of times has 
become monumental in the midst of the pandemic.

“We realize that the Commission perceives the 
importance this General Conference has for the 
normal function of our denomination, the constant 
need to vision a new future, and to address the 
denomination’s current theological divides over 
human sexuality, scriptural interpretation, and 
structures of authority and accountability. Our 
delegation hopes for General Conference to convene 
as soon as possible so that we may faithfully and 
respectfully engage this work

“We also acknowledge the complexity of 
coordinating a safe, global gathering in the midst 
of the pandemic and we pledge as a delegation 
to fully support the efforts and all decisions of the 
Commission on General Conference, whether the 
decision is made to hold General Conference or 
to postpone it. When it is held, our delegation will 
follow every safety protocol established. We are 
confident in and grateful for the servant leadership 
staff and members of the Commission provide.” 

It is believed that a decision on General Conference 
will be made and announced sometime in March.

IGRC delegation issues 
statement on General 
Conference

UNITED METHODISTS EXTEND BSA 
CHARTERS THROUGH JUNE 2022

NASHVILLE – United Methodist leaders have reached an agreement with the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) 
to extend existing UMC-sponsored Scouting charters through June 30, 2022 to provide for uninterrupted ministry 
with young people through Scouting. The charters were previously extended to March 31, 2022 as legal proceedings 
continue in the BSA's bankruptcy case, particularly as the trial for confirmation has now been postponed until March 
9, 2022. Churches do not need to take any action to extend their current organizational relationship with the BSA until 
June 30, 2022.  

Organizational leaders are working together to develop a long-term solution regarding the church’s relationship 
with Scouting as they plan for new relationship agreements that will help to improve the program and safety of 
Scouting for future generations of young people. The United Methodist Church and the Boy Scouts of America have 
worked together to develop the character and values of youth through Scouting for more than a hundred years. 

While no action is required at this time regarding charter renewal, churches are to move forward with the annual 
membership renewal process for all youth and adults who participate in Scouting programs. Charter renewal and 
membership renewal are distinct processes. Charter renewal focuses on the organization-to-organization relationship, 
while membership renewal involves the relationship between individual Scouts and volunteers and the BSA. 

Annual membership renewal is a vital step in allowing Scouting to continue, as maintaining active membership 
registrations for all Scouts and volunteers is critical to ensuring that Scouts and volunteers are covered by BSA’s 
insurance, that volunteers meet training and safety standards, and that both youth and volunteers continue to receive 
communications.

All Scout units and local councils should complete membership renewals by February 20 if possible, and no later 
than February 28. Local council representatives are available to support the process so that Scouting activities can 
continue without interruption.

For questions or further information, please contact your local council representative. You may also contact Steven 
Scheid, Director of the Center for Scouting Ministries at sscheid@gcumm.org. 
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  Our Conference, Our Kids  Advance Special #6960 www.embraceocok.org

Angie Lee 
Ken and Colleen Miller
Joe and Marcia Moulden 

John and Kay Watt
DUO Sunday School Class,  

East Alton First—In Memory of Joe Strong 

Individuals Known to have made Donations in January
[Through their local churches, by mail, online (igrc.org or embraceocok.org)]

Churches Making Donations to  Our Conference, 
Our Kids in January  In Honor of Bishop Frank Beard 
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded  contribution to OCOK]
Aledo
Alma
Belleville Union
Bellflower
Buckeye
Coal City
Colfax
Danville Saint James
Decatur First 
Durbin

East Alton First
Fairfield (Port Byron)
Highland Hope
Kansas
Macomb Wesley
Manteno
Mattoon First
McDowell
Minonk
Paris First

Pontiac First
Rochester
Secor
Staunton
Springfield Douglas 
Avenue
Tremont
Warrensburg

District Gifts 
Received:  
Iroquois River 

THANK YOU with your Gifts
for EmbracingTHANK YOU for Embracing

with your Gifts
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Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

Hearing Aid 

Program

Financial 

and Estate 

Planning

Part D 

Benefit

Pulpit Supply

Virgin Pulse Benefits

Advocates

Since 1869, United Methodist 
Church clergy in southern 
and central Illinois have been 
supported in their retirement.  
Preachers’ Aid Society & 
Benefit Fund is committed 
to the wellbeing of retired 
clergy and to assisting active 
clergy prepare for a financially 
stable retirement.  Programs 
include social connectedness 
& support, financial stability, 
and health.  

Preachers’ Aid is expanding its staff team to add a Program 
Director position.  The selected individual will manage, strengthen,  
and grow programs that serve 1,200 people, supervise a program staff  
of 4-5 people, and serve on the agency’s leadership team.  

PASBF seeks candidates who are: 
• Passionate about support for retiring and retired UMC clergy, their 

spouses, & dependent children

• Excited to work with a team of dedicated program staff

• Knowledgeable about programs and interventions for seniors

• Able to strengthen current and develop new programs

• Proactive, takes initiative

• Enthusiastic about working in a faith-based environment

Position Details
• Full-time, exempt

• Works remotely from home, with regular attendance at  
the office in Springfield, IL

• Occasional travel throughout southern and central Illinois

• A valid driver’s license and reliable personal transportation  
are required

• Starting annual salary of $65,000-70,000

• Benefits: health, retirement, paid time off,  
mileage reimbursement

Position Opportunity:  
Program Director

About PASBF
PASBF is a standalone nonprofit agency that

is closely affiliated with the Great Rivers Conference
of the United Methodist Church and will maintain a relationship 

with and serve future clergy of any successor organization to IGRC.

To Apply 
1. Send your resume and cover letter to  

search@emdconsulting.com before APRIL 21.

2. Complete a 5 minute behavioral assessment 
at this https://assessment.predictiveindex.com/bo/
o1f/PASBFpd.  

We’re Here for You No Matter 
How the Pieces Come Together

IGRC Clergy and Spouses

www.pasbf.org 
217-529-3221

Expanding staff  

to meet the  

needs of retirees  

and spouses

   Charitable  

  Gift  

  Annutites Fellowship 

Groups

Society 

Page Newsletter

Medicare 

Supplement Plan

Preparation 

for retiring 

class

Pastoral 
Care

Conference Connections link

Clergy Assistance 

Program

Dental Loan 

Program


