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HE IS RISEN INDEED!

DEATHS
(Editor’s note: Effective Feb. 12, postcards with 
death announcements are being discontinued. 
Memorial gifts may be made to Preachers' Aid 
Society and Benefit Fund, a 501(c)3 not-for-profit 
organization that support clergy of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference. 
All donations are 100 percent tax deductible. To 
donate online, visit: https://www.pasbf.org/
donate/ and make your donation by credit card. 
You may also donate by check by sending your 
donation to: Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit 
Fund, PO Box 19207, Springfield IL 62794-9207).

Rev. Frank M. New, 91, died 
March 24 in Tempe, Ariz.

Rev. New served 44 years 
in active ministry in the 
former Central Illinois 
Conference, retiring in 1995 

as Jacksonville District Superintendent.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date 
yet to be determined.

Condolences may be sent to his wife Mary Lou 
New at 2645 E. Southern Ave., Apt. A 228, Tempe 
AZ 85282.

Betty Joan Procell, 93, 
widow of the Rev. Andrew 
Procell, died March 7 in 
Effingham.

The Procells served 
more than 40 years 

in active ministry in the former Southern 

Indiana Conference including 22 years in the 
Stewardson-Strasburg Parish in the former 
Central Illinois and later, Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference. Rev. Procell died Sept. 7, 2019.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
legacy.com/us/obituaries/jg-tc/name/
betty-procell-obituary?id=33601246  

Condolences may be sent to a son, Andrew L. 
Procell, 708 S. 25th St., Mattoon, IL 61938.

Jeannine Schendel, 90, widow of the Rev. 
Merlin Schendel, died March 5 in Leesburg, Fla.

Together with her husband, the Schendels 
served 35 years of active ministry, retiring 
in 1994 from Decatur: Christ. Rev. Schendel 
preceded her in death on Dec. 4, 2021.

A joint celebration of life for Merlin and 
Jeannine will be held at 11 a.m., April 30, at 
Springfield: First UMC.

Condolences may be sent to a son, Mark 
Schendel, 715 Surrey Pl., Leesburg, FL 34748.

David W. Edman, 74, 
spouse of IGRC retired 
pastor Carol Edman, died 
March 3.

Rev. Edman served 27 years 
in active ministry, retiring 

in 2008 from Cornell-Blackstone. She also 
served an additional four years as chaplain at 
Evenglow Lodge in retirement. She survives.

Memorial services will be held at a later date.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://
www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/

morrisherald-news/name/
david-edman-obituary?n=david-
edman&pid=201555357&fhid=2875 

Condolences may be sent to the Rev. Carol 
Edman, 200 E. Allen St., Ottawa, IL 61350-3911.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. 
Robert L. Lawry, 79, died 
March 2 in Peoria.

Rev. Lawry served 43 
years of active ministry, 
retiring in 2008 from Peoria: 

University.

Cremation rites have been accorded. A 
memorial service is planned for Thursday, 
March 10, at 11 a.m. at Ebenezer UMC, 1971 E. 550 
North Road, McLean, Illinois 61754.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/peoria-
il/robert-lawry-10612957  

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Susan Lawry, 
5909 W Ridgecrest Cir, Peoria, IL 61615-3003.

Janice “Jan” Stewart, 78, 
wife of IGRC retired pastor 
Glen Stewart, died Feb. 23 
in Sugar Grove.

Together with her husband, 
the Stewarts served 35 

years of active ministry, retiring April 2002 from 
Sullivan. Jan also served 8 ½ years as a supply 
and local pastor, serving Clinton, Long Creek 
and Dalton City, retiring in 2002.

Funeral services will be Monday, Feb. 28, 11 a.m. 

The greatest event in human 
history is the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

This event changed everything 
for all time and for all eternity. It is 
proof that Jesus Christ is sovereign, 
and that Jesus Christ accomplished 
the work of salvation for all. It is 
proof that Christ’s spiritual transfor-
mation affects individuals as well as 
the whole of society.

I stand amazed how Jesus took a 
rag-tag group of common ordinary 
men and women, spent time teach-
ing, nurturing, and discipling them 
while providing them with a life-al-
tering spiritual makeover. The resur-

rection became for those early disciples and for us 
the icing on the cake.  The resurrection of Jesus and 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit sealed the deal 
and provided the assurance those previously shy 
disciples needed to “turn the world upside down.”

As we conclude the Lenten Season time of 
preparation, let us, with a renewed sense of deter-
mination, embrace the holy boldness of those early 
believers. The glowing testimony that they shared 
was, “we cannot help but testify to what we have 
seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). Their personal experi-
ence and their eyewitness accounts provided cred-
ibility regarding the resurrection of Jesus. Let us 
boldly proclaim how the transforming power of the 
resurrected Christ continues to shape and change 
each of us into faithful witnesses.

The United Methodist Church IS my church!

I don’t own it, but the Christ that guides it 
owns me -- lock stock and barrel.  I joined The 
United Methodist Church in 1968 as an 11-year-old 
confirmation kid. I have been a part of the United 

Methodist family since that time. I will fight to stay 
United Methodist as long as we maintain biblical 
integrity, preach salvation to all, lift up Jesus as our 
standard for personal and ethical holiness, trust 
in the power and work of the Holy Spirit, insist 
that God’s grace and forgiveness are available to 
everyone, and believe and expect that individuals 
and the world can and will be transformed by and 
because of Jesus’ resurrection power. There is no 
need for any congregation to disaffiliate or separate 
from the United Methodist denomination. I’m all 
in and I’m staying put!

The early witnesses and proclaimers of the 
resurrection were not perfect. They disagreed, they 
had church fights and internal squabbles, but they 
never allowed their personal preferences to stand 
in the way of accomplishing the church’s mission 
of proclaiming the power of the resurrection and 
making disciples.

The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Corinthi-
ans, reminded them (and us) that, “love does not 
demand its own way.” They willingly allowed their 
personal preferences to take a back seat to the proc-
lamation of the gospel. They endured various per-
sonal trials and pitfalls in order that the good news 
could be preached throughout the world.  They 
boldly proclaimed the Easter Message knowing that 
without Christ's resurrection we would have no 
salvation from sin, and no hope for our own future.

Easter Sunday should rekindle or ignite a fire 
in every believer. There should be no doubt in our 
belief in the resurrected Christ. He is alive in our 
lives, our hearts and in his community of believers. 
His resurrection power leads, guides, and will sus-
tain us in all that is to come. Our message is simple 
and clear; “Jesus IS alive, and he has risen indeed!”

God bless, 
Bishop Beard
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(ABOVE) Directors of Watseka Area Food Pantry (past and 
present) gathered Feb. 27, for the 40th anniversary open house. 
Pictured are from left to right: Martha Howe, Lou Ellen Strong, 
Lea Sieveking, Pastor Kara Wolf-Berg, Christopher Both.

Our Conference, Our Kids   Advance Special #6960       www.embraceocok.org

Individuals Known to have made Donations in February
[Through their local churches, by mail, online: igrc.org or embraceocok.org]

District Gifts Received:  
Illinois River
Iroquois River

Mississippi River
Vermilion River 

with your Gifts
for Embracing

Lori Bultemeier
Paulette and Greg Cott
Deborah Helmick
Cameron and Deborah Lauseng
Angie Lee
Carolyn Leach 
Joe and Marcia Moulden
Delavan United Methodist Church– In honor  
 of Mary Kathryn Pearce's retirement

Sandi Brackney– In honor of My Savior
  for blessings & answered prayers
Judith Quiram – 
 In memory of Rev Miley Palmer
Herbert and Suzanne Thompson –
 In honor of our grandchildren: 
 Abiella and Owen Thompson
Allynn Walker – 
 In honor of Rev Mary Kathryn Pearce

SPRINT TO THE FINISH 
SUNDAY, APRIL 24
Our Conference, Our Kids was 

created to ensure that The Baby Fold, 
Chaddock, Cunningham Children's 
Home, Lessie Bates Davis Neigh-
borhood House, and Spero Family 
Services can offer: 

“… the continued inclusion of 
Christ-centered spiritual care  
in their healing work.”

So far 2.2-million-dollars in gifts 
have been raised by 547 churches  
toward the 2.5-million-dollar goal!  
The vision for Our Conference, Our 
Kids is in sight, and we can accom-
plish this by the 2022 Illinois Great 
Rivers Annual Conference in June. 

We can make it happen with 
the participation of every church in 
the conference receiving a special 
offering on SPRINT TO THE 
FINISH SUNDAY, APRIL 24  
for Our Conference, Our Kids.   
Gifts from congregations of every 
size in every place will make 
this initiative a success for every 
church because we have done it: 
TOGETHER!!

Thank you for stepping up for 
OUR KIDS on APRIL 24 in help-
ing our conference agencies provide 
spiritual care for the children and 
families they serve! 

Churches Making Donations to   
Our Conference, Our Kids in February 
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded  contribution to OCOK]
Alma
Anna 
Ashkum
Athens
Centennial Ebenezer
Delavan 
Fairview Heights Prospect 
Park
Farina
Gilman
Harrisburg First

Havana First
Jacksonville Centenary
Kankakee Asbury
Lancaster 
Macomb Wesley
Normal First
North Henderson
Palmyra
Paris First
Pekin First
Pontiac First

Rantoul First
Roanoke 
Rochester
Saint Joseph
Sandoval
Shattuc
Sparta First
Springfield Laurel
Trenton First
United Church of Heyworth
Warrensburg

THANK YOU

APPOINTMENTS
In consultation with the 
Cabinet of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, Bishop 
Frank J. Beard appoints the 
following:

Anthony Paulson to 
Marshall: Armstrong, 
Embarras River District, 
effective July 1.

Roger Russell to Pleasant 
Grove, Cache River District, 
less than ¼ time, effective 
Feb. 1.

George Desmond to 
Middlefork-Gifford-Collison, 
Iroquois River District, 
effective March 15. This is a 
charge realignment adding 
Collison to the charge.

Justin Iverson to 
Mascoutah: Bethel, 
Mississippi River District, 
effective Aug. 1. Rev. Iverson 
is a clergy member of the 
Dakotas Conference and 
has previously served in the 
IGRC.

Patricia Allin to Paxton, 
Iroquois River District, 
effective July 1.

Janice Serafica to Moline: 
Bethel Wesley, effective July 
1. Rev. Serafica is a clergy 
member of the Philippines 
Annual Conference.

Tim Delaney to Loda, 
Iroquois River District, 
effective July 1.

Bradley Fausnacht to May 
Chapel, Kaskaskia River 
District, effective March 1. He 
will also continue serving at 
Olney: St. Paul.

Dan Seibert to Geneseo 
Grace, Spoon River District, 
effective July 1.

Howard Ross to Walnut 
Grove, Spoon River District, 
¾ time, effective Feb. 1.

Joe Scheets to Bethalto, 
Mississippi River District, 
effective Jan. 1.

Kara Berg to Winchester, 
LaMoine River District, 
effective July 1.

Nick Jordan to Reynolds-
Taylor Ridge, Spoon River 
District, effective July 1.

James Davis to St. Joseph, 
Iroquois River District, 
effective April 1. Rev. Davis 
is an elder in the Iowa 
Conference and this is his 
first appointment in the 
IGRC.

Jungil Rhee to Savoy, 
Iroquois River District, 
effective July 1.

Change of status
Cary Beckwith to Wood 
River-Wanda, Mississippi 
River District, effective 
Aug. 1, 2018. This is to 
retroactively update records 
as to his appointment status 
to full-time local pastor 
to reflect his ministerial 
service.

Scott Carnes to Personal 
Leave of Absence, effective 
July 1. He currently serves 
at Abingdon, Spoon River 
District.

Sally Swaim, 
discontinuance of 
appointment, effective Feb. 
27. She previously served 
at Collison-Ogden, Iroquois 
River District.

Cathy Jean Clark, 
discontinuation of 
appointment, effective July 
1. She previously served as 
associate pastor at Tremont, 
Illinois River District.

Joy Caschetta, 
discontinuation of 
appointment, effective Jan. 
1. She previously served at 
Bethalto.

Floyd Wood, 
discontinuation of a supply 
not appointed assignment, 
effective Dec. 31, 2021. He 
previously served at May 
Chapel, Kaskaskia River 
District.

at Sycamore UMC, 160 Johnson Ave., Sycamore. Visitation will 
be from 6 to 8 p.m. Feb. 27 at Unger-Horner Funeral Home in 
Rochelle and also 9:30 to 11 a.m. Feb. 28 at Sycamore UMC.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.ungerhorner.
com/obituary/janice-stewart 

Condolences may be sent to the Rev. Glen Stewart, 1526 
Sunrise Dr., Dekalb, IL 60115-2023.

Joan Delores Newsome, 88, widow of the 
Rev. Jack L. Newsome, died Feb. 12.

Together with her husband, the Newsomes 
served 43 years of active ministry that 
included five years as superintendent of 
the former Mattoon District and 3 ½ years 

as Assistant to Bishop David Lawson in the Area Office. Rev. 
Newsome retired Nov. 30, 1997, and died May 23, 2020.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.igrc.org/
obituarydetail/16377865 

Condolences can be sent to a son, Randy Newsome, 615 Blue 
Bonnet Trail, Marietta, SC 29661.

4

(LEFT) The members of Trinity United Methodist Church in 
East St. Louis presented linen, personal hygiene items, food, 
and disposable dishes and cutlery to the Light of Christ 
Halfway House/Shelter on the first day of Kwanzaa December 
2021.  Funds for these items were provided by “A Gift for 
Jesus” special offering that was collected during the month of 
December at Trinity.  

Pictured in the group photo are: Rev. LaRon Stover, Trinity 
UMC pastor; Nichelle Walker, social worker; Elizabeth Nash-
Bridges, Trinity UMC co-chair; Cherone Towns, Light of Christ 
Halfway House/Shelter Director; Minister William Hester- co-
chairman of Bridges at Trinity; and Peggy Lewis LeCompte, 
chairman of the Trinity UMC administrative council.

4
Cabinet produces new handbook for Pastor/
Staff Relations Committees
SPRINGFIELD – This booklet contains 
guidelines which reflect traditions and 
practices of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. This booklet has been approved by 
the Bishop and Cabinet of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference for use in local churches.

This handbook can be viewed online 
or saved to your computer as a 40-page 
PDF by visiting: https://www.igrc.org/
cabinetresources and clicking on the 
download link at the bottom of the description.

Should legislation at the 2022 Annual Conference impact 
information in the booklet, it will be updated prior to printing any 
copies for wider distribution.

The handbook replaces two older booklets – Pastoral Expectations 
and Understanding Pastoral Changes.

Photo courtesy of East St. Louis Trinity UMC
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Internship deadline extended
SPRINGFIELD – The final deadline to ap-
ply for the IGRC Intern Program has been 
extended until April 4.

Those whose applications were complete 
as of the original deadline of March 1 have 
priority, but there are still internships avail-
able. If you or someone you know would 
be interested in a PAID, 8-10 week ministry 
internship this summer focused on leader-
ship development and discovering how 
God has gifted you to serve, check out the 
details and apply at:  www.igrc.org/interns.

Light Kids Conference
TROY – The Light Kids Conference is a one-
day event for children in first to fifth grades.

The conference will be hosted at Troy UMC 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on April 30. An earlier 
conference was held April 2 at Marion 
Aldersgate.

Kids will enjoy Bible Buzz, a pizza lunch, 
Harvest Worship Band, ShoutCo! Puppets 
and lots of fun all centered around the 
theme of MOVE.

Read more and register at: https://harvest-
ministryteams.com/kidsconference/ 

Seven Last Words of the Cross
SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC chapter of Black 
Methodists for Church Renewal will air The 
Seven Last Words of the Cross, a Good 
Friday service which will air online April 15 
beginning at 9 a.m.

IGRC Communications is producing the 
video and persons will be able to view 
from either the IGRC Facebook page or the 
IGRC website.

Churches have permission to use seg-
ments of this service or the entire service 
for its Good Friday service by downloading 
the video from the IGRC Communications 
Vimeo page.

Prentice Sermon at Benton UMC
BENTON – The 2022 Prentice Sermon will 
be on Sunday, April 24, at the Benton First 
UMC. Service will be at 10:30 a.m.

Rev. Bob Phillips, retired IGRC clergy, will 
be the preacher for this year's sermon 

which is underwritten by the IGRC Com-
mission on Archives and History.

The Benton congregation is celebrating 170 
years of ministry in 2022 and a planned 
celebration of its 100th anniversary in the 
present church building was postponed 
due to the pandemic.

The Prentice Sermon began with a bequest 
from a Methodist layman in Springfield to 
honor a group of persons who are well known 
for their untiring proclamation of the Gospel, 
the pioneer Methodist circuit riding preachers.

Hiram Buck Prentice made his bequest to 
the Illinois Conference in 1922 to pay the 
expenses of one of the ministers of the Il-
linois Conference to preach upon the topic, 
“the Ministry and service as exemplified by 
the lives and labors of pioneer preachers of 
the Illinois Annual Conference of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church.”

The location of the annual sermon rotates 
throughout the conference.

Girls' Conference
TROY – The Harvest Ministry Girls Confer-
ence will be Sunday, May 1 from 3 to 7 p.m. 
at Troy UMC. This is a one-day event for 
teen girls (6th-12th grades), their female 
ministry leaders, and/or moms! 

Sue Busler, a retired Air Force colonel, and lay 
speaking trainer, will be the speaker. Mem-
bers of Harvest will lead the worship music.

Girls will participate in experience stations 
(with leaders from around the region), and 
the refreshments and dinner. 

Registration is open for this event with a 
group rate available if you bring several 
girls from your church. 

Read more by visiting: https://harvestminis-
tryteams.com/girlsconference/ 

Connecting Neighbors  
online training
SPRINGFIELD – IGRC Disaster Response will 
have an online training for Connecting Neigh-
bors May 9-10, from 6 to 8 p.m. each night.

This training inspires congregations and 
communities to minimize disaster caused 
harm to people and property and to re-
spond to neighbors in helpful, cooperative 

and caring ways on behalf of 
the church and in the spirit of 
Jesus Christ.

Information from this training 
comes from the knowledge 
and experience gleaned over 
many years by dedicated vol-
unteers who have served their 
neighbors on behalf of the church.

Register for the online training by 
visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
CNTrainingonMay910 

Bishops’ Open to benefit  
Our Conference, Our Kids
CHATHAM – The 2022 Bishop’s Open will 
be held on Friday, May 20, at the Piper 
Glen Golf Course Club near Chatham. 

Registration check-in begins at 9:30 
a.m. with shotgun start at 11 a.m. A 
boxed lunch will be provided. Single 
registrations as well as foursomes can 
be registered at: https://www.igrc.org/bish-
opsopen2022

Registration deadline is Friday, May 13.

All proceeds of the outing will be for the 
Our Conference, Our Kids campaign to 
endow spiritual life programs at each of 
the five conference agencies dealing with 
children and youth – The Baby Fold, Chad-
dock, Cunningham Home, Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House and Spero 
(formerly the United Methodist Children's 
Home). 

Please contact Laura Steinway at lstein-
way@igrc.org or at 217-529-2395 for regis-
tration questions. Please contact Ted Frost 
at tfrost@igrc.org or at 217-529-3217 for 
sponsorship questions.  

Marked Leadership Camp
HUDSON – If you have a student ready for a 
little more and always seems to be ahead of 
the group, or maybe has something special 
about them, consider passing along some 

information about Marked. This is an op-
portunity for your youth group's leaders and 
potential leaders to continue developing 
and discovering their strengths. The goals of 
Marked Leadership Camp are below. Please 
prayerfully consider sending your students 
to Marked this summer! Let’s help them dis-
cover their strengths so they might discover 
the mark of God on their lives.

Marked Leadership Camp will be at East 
Bay Camp from Sunday, June 26 to Friday, 
July 1 at 4 p.m. and is open to grades 8 
through 13. The cost is $455.

The camp’s mission is to equip and em-
power youth for spiritual leadership and 
faithful participation in the Body of Christ.

The goals of Marked are to:

• Identify the youth leadership of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference

• Train youth by focusing on spiritual for-
mation to grow in spiritual leadership

• Identify spiritual strengths and their 
use in the church of the world

• Foster fellowship and support among 
youth leadership

Visit the Marked Leadership Camp page at:  
https://www.igrc.org/marked 

C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

PARTING WORDS AND WORDS OF WITNESS
BY REV. DR. STEPHEN HARPER

I do not say “good bye” apart from a 
deep sadness. I still believe that unity is a 
higher biblical value than division. 

But I have had to accept the fact that 
there is a difference between a theology 
of religion and a sociology of religion. 

We sum up theology in the word Gospel, and we describe 
sociology in the word institution. The Gospel is the wine, 
and the institution is the wineskin. Sometimes the wineskin 
cannot hold the wine, and it bursts. New wineskins are 
necessary. We will, of course, continue to disagree about 
which new skin has the “best wine”—division does not 
bring that debate to an end—but from the vantage point of 
sociology, it is time to go our separate ways.

But I do not say “good bye” apart from the 
remembrance that until I was 66 years old (Lent of 2014), 
I lived and worked in the part of the UMC that is soon to 
become the GMC. My time included leadership in Good 
News and the Confessing Movement, as well as teaching/
administration at Asbury Theological Seminary—the 
seminary now most-aligned with the WCA/GMC split. [1] I 
did all this in the context often described as ”welcoming but 
not affirming”—that is, thinking I was being as relational 
and charitable with LGBTQ+ people as the Gospel would 
allow. [2]

I lived this way willingly. I trusted those who taught 
me the non-affirming theology. They taught me many good 
things about Christianity; why would their beliefs about 
human sexuality not be good too? I accepted what I was 
taught (and went on to teach it myself), not taking the time 
to do my own homework until 2014, quickly discovering 
that to do so put me “outside the camp” in short order.

Where I now stand comes from the mixture of having 
been a conservative “insider” for so long (steeped in its 
scholarship and ecclesiology) and the ensuing eight years 
on another path. This journey is full of details, points and 
sub-points, many of which I have previously written about. 
In other words, my decision to remain in the UMC is an 
informed one, a decision that advances on several key 
components.

First, I have learned that progressive theology in 
general and with respect to human sexuality in particular 
is as substantive, scholarly, and plausible as conservative 
theology. I have learned that progressives believe in the 
inspiration and authority of Scripture as much as any 
conservative does. Our differences are about hermeneutics, 
not revelation. For those of you reading this as 
longstanding progressives, you may say “tell us something 
we don’t know.” But living for six decades within 
conservative Christianity, you must believe me when I say 
this was a transforming discovery.

With conservative Christianity’s “one-stop shopping” 
disposition, I was not encouraged to explore liberalism—
mostly with a “no need to do so” attitude (benign neglect), 
but also with an occasional “if you do so, you will be on a 
slippery slope” warning that alleged I would be descending 
into “Christianity lite,” unorthodoxy, and perhaps even 
heresy. It took firsthand experience to see this is not so.

My parting word to GMC folks is that I have learned 
progressive theology is as credible as conservative theology.

My witness to those who will stay in the UMC is that 
you will remain in a denomination that is biblical. You do 
not have to join the GMC to be faithful to Scripture.

Second, I have discovered that LGBTQ+ people live 
as committed Christians and devoted disciples of Jesus as 
much as conservatives do. They do so on the same basis 
as any Christian—fidelity to the covenant. [3] And they do 
so made in the image of God as much as anyone on the 
nonbinary spectrum of humanity.

Additionally, I have seen them live their faith as 
ignored, demeaned, and persecuted people and do so 
with a depth of commitment greater than I have had to 
live it in a heteronormative environment. By expanding 
my understanding of humanity through the witness and 
friendship of LGBTQ+ people, my experience of God has 
been deepened and widened beyond what it once was.

My parting word to GMC folks is that in beginning 
a new denomination which continues a non-affirming 
theology of human sexuality that then prohibits full access 
by LGBTQ+ persons to the church’s ministries (ceremonies 
and callings) you are providing a seedbed where other 
divisive, regulatory, and exclusionary seeds can grow, as 
they have done in other split-off denominations.

My witness to those who will remain in the UMC is 
that you have not compromised or diminished your faith 
by commending acceptance, inclusion, and the common 
good. You have, in fact, decided to personify Micah’s 
exhortation to “do justice” (Micah 6:8), and doing so in 
ways that a “pure church” mentality does not do. [4]

Third, I have chosen to remain in the UMC because 
the two previous points (along with others) produce a 
theology of love that’s deeper and wider than the stated 
intentions of the GMC. Of course, GMC folks will disagree 
with me on this (as they do also on the two previous 
points), but I believe the potential for a theology of love is 
greater in the future UMC. And because a theology of love 
is at the heart of Wesleyan theology, I must remain where it 
is practiced to the greatest extent. [5]

My parting word to GMC folks is to judge the new 
denomination “by its fruits”—the heart of which is love, and 
see how it defines and practices love in actuality. Pay attention 
to who is affirmed and not affirmed, who is welcomed and 
who is turned away, and who is given “in” status versus who is 
“out.” Notice how this happens, and why.

My witness to those who will remain in the UMC is that 
you can be confident that you are staying in a denomination 
committed to love in an “all means all” fashion (Colossians 
3:11). You will be in a denomination that sees its mission to 
remove walls that divide (in the spirit of Ephesians 2:14) so 
that Galatians 3:28 can be realized.

In sum, my parting word to the GMC is “good bye” 
because it does not offer anything I have not found in the 
UMC. If you believe otherwise…then go.

In sum, my witness to those who will remain in the 
UMC is this: if you want to be in a denomination where 
biblical authority, a credible theology of human sexuality, 
and a commitment to love God with all your heart, soul, 
mind, and strength, and your neighbor as yourself is in full 
force—you need not leave. [6]

----------
[1] I go into more detail about this in chapter one of my 

book, ‘Holy Love.’
[2] I now understand that the “welcoming but not 

affirming” position is harmful, along with other non-
affirming stances.

[3] I write about this in chapter two of ‘Holy Love.’
[4] In the Bible, the word justice means equity, fairness, 

inclusion, and common good. Walter Brueggemann 
writes about this in his book, ‘Journey to the Common 
Good.’

[5] The writing of Thomas Oord is shining bright light 
on a theology of love. I am reading his latest book, 
‘Pluriform Love’ with great benefit, helping me to see 
that the focus of John and Charles Wesley on love 
was an “openness theology” in the sense the United 
Methodist Church affirms and teaches it.

[6] My decision to remain in the UMC does not ignore 
the fact that the future UMC has challenging work 
to do. Some have already given up and gone to 
denominations where progressive theology is more 
fully lived. Like John Wesley, I confess that I have 
drawn a picture that I/we have not attained, but it is a 
vision to live into after the GMC is gone. We will not 
ultimately be judged by the GMC’s leaving, but what 
we become once they have.

(The Rev. Dr. Stephen Harper is a retired seminary professor, 
who taught for 32 years in the disciplines of spiritual 
formation and Wesley Studies. Author and co-author of 31 
books and a retired elder in the Florida Annual Conference, 
this post is republished by permission from his blog, 
Oboedire, https://oboedire.blogspot.com)

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Youth Ministry Leader 
Fountain of Life United 
Methodist Church is hiring a 
Youth Ministry Leader.
https://www.igrc.org/
classifiedsdetail/16402922

Director of Children’s Ministries
Sugar Creek UMC is looking for a part time 

Director of Children’s Ministries https://

www.igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/1640888
7

Director of Youth Ministries 
Sugar Creek UMC is looking for a part time 

Director of Youth Ministries https://www.

igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/16408888

Statement on postponement of General Conference
(The following statement was issued by Bishop Frank 

J. Beard on March 4 after the announced postponement of 
General Conference until May 2024)

Members and friends of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference (IGRC), as always, I greet you in the wonderful 
name of Jesus Christ.

The United Methodist General Commission on 
General Conference just announced the postponement of 
the 2020 General Conference until May 2024. This is the 
third time that this Conference has been postponed. The 
reason for the postponement is because we are a world-
wide denomination and some of our delegates cannot 
obtain Visas in time to attend the General Conference as 
previously scheduled. The U.S. State Department officials 
stated that wait times for visa applicants could be more 
than 800 days because of COVID-related backlogs. 

The effects of the COVID pandemic continue to 
plague us. The commission named a technology study team 
to explore virtual options for the conference. However, 
the team’s report identified several obstacles to such a 

conference, including a 16-hour time difference among 
delegates in the Philippines and the West Coast. The 
commission also cited unequal internet availability and the 
difficulty in safeguarding voting as reasons the conference 
would need to be postponed.

Because the conference has been “postponed” and not 
canceled, one of the challenges facing us is determining 
whether the 2020 elected delegates will be seated at the 
2024 General Conference or whether a new group of 
delegates will need to be elected. This is now a decision for 
the Judicial Council to make. There is nothing we can do or 
should be doing to address this issue. It will boil down to 
a matter of how The Book of Discipline is interpreted. The 
Judicial Council is responsible for final interpretation of 
the Discipline.

Another key issue that needs addressing is the issue 
of disaffiliation. The General Conference has pending 
legislation that would allow churches to leave the 
United Methodist denomination and unite with another 
denomination. This legislation, if approved, would relax the 
United Methodist “Trust Clause” and allow Congregations 

and Conferences the opportunity to keep property and 
assets and to leave gracefully. Annual Conferences have the 
final vote on whether a church can disaffiliate. Because the 
General Conference has been postponed there is currently 
no new legislation that has not been approved.

Shortly before the postponement of General 
Conference an announcement that a new denomination, 
the Global Methodist Church, plans to launch a new 
denomination on May 1, 2022. This announcement is NOT 
a part of the United Methodist legislative process and has 
not been approved by our denomination.

There is much tension and anxiety in an already 
overstressed and anxious denomination. I write today to 
offer a few words of counsel, comfort, and hope.

There is no need to panic! Your local church is not 
directly affected by any of these decisions. Keep your focus 
on ministry. Do not get distracted and take your eyes off of 
the mission.

The Judicial Council will make the decision regarding 
delegates and whether we continue with the 2020 elected 

No need to prove your worth
Editor, The Current:
Is it not profound and yes, somewhat surprising, that you 
do not have to prove your worth to God?
In the living of our days, so often we are called upon to 
prove our value.  Even in my profession, we face the Pas-
tor-Parish Committee in the local church, sometimes they 
are our cheerleaders in our corner but then sometimes... 
oh, well we won’t talk about that.  And then, too, we have 
the Cabinet and Bishop in the hierarchy of the church to 
judge our accomplishment and our value.  God doesn't 
have that “measuring stick” to validate our value.  In God’s 
mind, your work has nothing to do with your worth.  
Instead, your worth is found in the fact that God made 
you, loves you, and sent Jesus to die upon a cross for you.  
It is God’s mercy that takes you off the performance track.  
Your worth has already been guaranteed.  You don’t have 
to prove it to anyone – not even to a Charge Conference.   
The second thing I want to share with you is the fact that 
you don’t have to wallow in your mistakes.  Let’s face it, 
we all have made mistakes.  That is a given.  I’ve made 
mistakes, too numerous to mention, but I’m not the “Lone 
Ranger”, you’ve made mistakes too.  
The good news that is almost too good to be true, is the 
fact that you and I do not need to continuous “beat up 
on ourselves”, for those mistakes that we have made.  
Because of God’s mercy, we are indeed fortunate that we 
have been forgiven of those errors and sins that we have 
committed. Your past is past.  It ’s history. It ’s over and has 
been erased off the blackboard of your life.  Because of 
God’s mercy and spirit of forgiveness, you don’t have to 
dwell over the times in the past that you stubbed your toe.  
Regrets? Sure, I have regretted the errors and mistakes 
I have made in my life but I don’t need to spend what 
future life I have to live, to continue to dwell on my fail-
ures.  No, you don’t need to dwell on your past for that is 
exactly what it is – it is past.  
Even in the most casual reading of the Bible, how evident it 
is that God uses all kinds of people, despite their mistakes.  
Poor old Jacob was a chronic liar and Rahab, in her search 
for love, was a prostitute.  Jonah was fearful and reluctant.  
Martha couldn’t stop her worrying and the Samaritan 
woman had more failed marriages than you could count.  
Even the Apostle Paul doesn’t avoid scrutiny, he was an 
accomplice to a murder, and Peter’s loyalty in that court-
yard was certainly not his finest hour and yet, God used 
each one of them in incredible ways.  
So, there is no reason – none – that would prevent God 
from using you in special ways.  Why?  Because of God’s 
mercy you can live out God’s purpose for your life and 
guess what?   it doesn’t even demand a vote.
Rev. Dr. Donald L. Batz
Retired IGRC Clergy

GENERAL CONFERENCE CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Glossary compiled for the conversation
Editor, The Current:

Not long ago someone posted on Facebook something 
like this, “What is the GMC? Can someone fill me in?”

IGRC for Unity decided some time ago to work on what we 
are calling “A Catch-Up Glossary.” It started out to be a help 
for retirees who may have been “out of the loop” for a while 
and who are wanting to get back in. Then it occurred to us 
that is not only retirees who may need that kind of boost 
but many of us in The Illinois Great Rivers Conference! 

With that in mind, we have given every consideration to 
write the glossary as non-partisan as possible. IGRC for 
Unity does have a perspective on the desired future of the 
church but we have tried not to show any bias here.

To that end we offer this dictionary of sorts with such 
hyperlinks as may help find more information on various 
topics (found on page 10 of this issue of The Current). 
Godspeed in doing your homework. We are at an historic 
juncture of our church and we want to make our deci-
sions with informed opinions.

E Paul Unger
IGRC Retirees for Unity, a subgroup of the IGRC for Unity
admin@igrcforunity.org
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L O C A L  C H U R C H 
N E W S

BY DIANN PEABODY
Watseka UMC

WATSEKA – The Watseka Area Food Pantry, a ministry 
of Watseka First UMC, is celebrating 40 years of being in 
operation.

From its humble beginnings in February 1982, 
occupying a small 140 sq. ft. room in the church, the 
pantry has grown and now is housed in three rooms 
with a combined total of 1,296 sq. ft.

The purpose of the Watseka Area Food Pantry is to 
share the love of Jesus by providing individuals and 
families in Iroquois County with supplemental food.  

Anyone residing in Iroquois County is eligible for 
assistance.  During the first year of service 256 people 
were helped.  Through the years there have been 
increasing numbers of clients served—6,701 people 
visited the Food Pantry during the calendar year of 2016.  
In 2019, the year before the COVID-19 pandemic began, 
4,539 clients received assistance.   

The Watseka Area Food Pantry is open five days a week 
from Monday to Friday, 9 to 11 a.m. After people call to 
request assistance, a food order is taken by phone and 
then picked up with curbside delivery.   

The Food Pantry has been available all during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. At present clients may use its 
services every six weeks if needed. The amount of food 
distributed in each order varies based on the number of 

individuals in the household.  Usually one to two weeks’ 
worth of food is in an order.

The Food Pantry is staffed entirely by volunteers and 
has been under the leadership of Martha Howe since 
2008, the year most people in Watseka remember as 
the “Year of the Flood.” Food Pantry records show that 
during the month of January 2008 there were 3,218 
people served.  For comparison 3,255 people were 
helped during the year of 2020.

In 2012 the Food Pantry began implementing the 
self-referral process rather than needing referrals from 
community service agencies.  Individuals who are food 
insecure call the Food Pantry directly and register 
themselves. Another change in procedure started in 
2014 with the self-select option where clients choose 
which items they need and will use in their households.

At this time the Watseka Area Food Pantry is supported 
by donations from area churches, individuals, 
businesses, organizations, and grants.   Food donations 
are accepted and are also purchased locally and 
received from Eastern Illinois Foodbank and Midwest 
Food Bank.  

The volunteer staff and clients of the Watseka Area 
Food Pantry are thankful for the support given to them 
by the people of Iroquois County!  Director Howe says, 
“Our work is essential to help our neighbors in Iroquois 
County.  God has blessed us to be a blessing to others!”

L O C A L  C H U R C H 
N E W S

 BY J. KEITH ZIMMERMAN

The Flanagan United Methodist school building, 
located in Fishtown, River Gee County, Liberia, began to 
take shape in 2011, as the United Methodist Church in 
Flanagan, Illinois, closed its doors.

It was the dream of those members that their ministry 
would be continued through a school in Liberia as it 
provided a United Methodist context for meeting the 
education needs of children and youth. They generously 
gifted for that purpose $50,000 from their remaining assets.

The original idea for the school was birthed in a 
conversation between the late Rev. Fannah Tartieh, then 
Grand Gedeh District Superintendent in the Liberia 
Conference and the Rev. Dr. J. Keith Zimmerman, then 
Vermilion River District Superintendent in the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference in a partnership between the two districts.

With the gift from the Flanagan United Methodist 
Church four years later, the idea became a possibility.  
Rev. Tartieh selected the site in Fishtown, a rural area 
lacking in opportunities for children to receive an 
education due to its remote location and poor roads. 
Rev. Tartieh began the acquisition of the land and saw 
to the survey of the site. His tragic death led to delays in 
beginning the construction of the school.

His successor, the Rev. Samuel Kanwea, took up 
the project in 2012 and was eventually able to resolve 
some property issues regarding the site in early 2014. 
The construction process was then interrupted by the 
devastating Ebola epidemic that ravaged Liberia and 
neighboring countries in Africa. Rev. Kanwea faithfully 
oversaw the initial construction but was unable to 
complete the effort prior to the end of his term as District 
Superintendent.

In early 2019, the Rev. Wellity SD Tarlesson 
was named superintendent of the Gee River District 
(formerly the Grand Gedeh District) which includes 
Fishtown. He eagerly took up the effort to complete the 
Flanagan United Methodist School Building. He sought 

an engineer’s assessment of the 
structure that was in place and 
developed a budget for the next 
phases, as well as providing labor 
and financial support from the 
Fishtown UMC and Gee River 
District. A grant of $20,000 from 

Fellheimer Trust,
Macomb Wesley UMC in the fall of 2019, coupled 

with additional gifts and funds remaining from the 
original gift, enabled this long-anticipated, seemingly 
illusive dream to come under roof in late 2020... 
accomplished in the face of yet another pandemic: 
COVID-19.

The final phase to complete the interior construction 
of floors, windows, six latrines, fencing, and outfitting the 
school was projected to cost $38,016.75.

A second grant of $20,000 approved in early 2021 
by the Fellheimer Trust and a commitment of $10,000 
by the Illinois Great Rivers Conference Board of Global 
Ministries, along with remaining funds on hand, provided 
this needed financing.

Even though the windows and finishing touches are 
continuing at this very moment, school is in session! The 
first classes began in November, 2021. General Board of 
Global Ministries missionary, Helen Roberts- Evans, who 

serves as Coordinator for Southeast 
Region of The United Methodist 

School System, has visited the school several times 
and has reported that the school houses Nursery and 
Kindergarten 1, Kindergarten 2, and Grades 1 through 9 
in each of the 11 classrooms.

There are 166 students already growing and 
learning in this still evolving facility! In February 
2022, the Flanagan UMS students won one Certificate 
of Championship in a spelling bee and a second in a 
quizzing competition in Fishtown!

Following her recent visits to the school, Roberts has 
sent photos of some of the facility and students in class. 
She also took a video of the children singing a patriot 
song celebrating their country of Liberia in the school’s 
courtyard. The video can be viewed at: https://photos.app.
goo.gl/WPHGaoB3C59i622n7 

Flanagan United Methodist School is opening 
the doors of education and changing the lives of these 
precious children of God!

Kankakee Asbury provides space for school relocation

ON A JOURNEY TO FULFILL A DREAM
Flanagan UM School in Liberia continues due to gift given by a closing IGRC church

KANKAKEE – Kankakee Asbury UMC 
responded to a crisis in Kankakee's School 
District when the boilers in two older school 
buildings were inadequate to provide a place for 
school to be held during the winter months.

As of Jan. 31, 130 of 800 fourth through 
sixth graders were relocated to the church where 
classes continued at Asbury UMC and will 
continue through June 7. 

In mid-January 2022, the school district 
was informed the boilers used for heating King 
Middle School (built 1951) and Lincoln Cultural 
Center (formerly Kankakee High School, built 
1927) were in such poor repair as to be unfit to 
be used until they are replaced.

School Superintendent Dr. Geneva Walters 
called a meeting to inform the public of this 
situation and received ideas on the best course 
of action. The school board decided to relocate 
activities of both buildings until the boilers can 

be replaced during the summer.
Teachers, students, classes and all equipment 

involved needed to be moved to whatever 
churches or/and other sites were made available.

Rev. Scott Henley and leadership at Asbury 
UMC agreed. Here was an urgent community 
need.  Wasn’t responding to such a need one of 
the reasons the church exists?

Watseka Area Food Pantry volunteers pictured include back row, from left, Chuck Peabody, Jim Ward, Sharon Ward and Janet Koester. 
Second row includes Lori Yelenick and Martha Howe. Front row are Carol Christy, Dorothy Koonce, Jalyn Newman and Julie Burd. 

Photos courtesy of Kankakee Asbury UMC
The church’s choir room has been converted into classroom space, while the 
church’s parish hall is used for gym activities.

The members of Trinity United Methodist Church in East 
St. Louis presented linen, personal hygiene items, food, and 
disposable dishes and cutlery to the Light of Christ Halfway 
House/Shelter on the first day of Kwanzaa December 2021.  
Funds for these items were provided by “A Gift for Jesus” 
special offering that was collected during the month of 
December at Trinity.  

The Children’s Ministry completed a mission project that 
provided more than 700 pairs of socks that were given Feb. 20. 

Rev. LaRon S. Stover and Laniya Moore with the Children’s 
Ministry Sock Drive Mission Project. 

The Bridges at Trinity Ministry, a program that promotes 
health and nutrition, also provides a weekly lunch and 
monthly food pantry donations. The Trinity United Methodist 
Church Family is thankful to be able to have such a blessed 
mission program and looks forward to continuing to help 
those in our community who are truly in need of assistance.

Photo by Jim Beers

Rev. Beth Tickner, former pastor of Chester First UMC, returned 
to her former pulpit Feb. 27 to fill the pulpit of current pastor Jim 
Oppedal, who was out of town on a special missionary effort in  
New Orleans. 

Tickner, now retired, served at Chester from 2002 to 2008. She now 
serves at Henderson Settlement, a mission agency of The United 
Methodist Church within the Red Bird Missionary Conference, in 
Frakes, Ky. Tickner spoke about her memorable years in Chester and 
how she now enjoys serving the people who are involved with the 
many programs at Henderson Settlement.  

delegates. Our Annual Conference will abide by the 
decision of the Judicial Council. Either way, we determine 
our representatives from the IGRC.

There is no need to get your congregation to make 
a decision about departing from the United Methodist 
Church. The Global Methodist Church does NOT have any 
agreement with the United Methodist Church and ALL 
ASSETS are still held “In Trust” and will not be released 
apart from our current annual conference disaffiliation 
process. Congregations do not need to make any decisions 
at this point.

Clergy and Laity are reminded that our vows are to 
uphold the church and not to harm the church in any way. 
Any individual can surrender their credentials or remove 
their membership at any time and for any reason. There is, 
however, no provision for folks wanting to separate and take 
people and property with them, apart from our disaffiliation 
process. My advice is to be patient because making a 
“rushed decision” could be costly and harmful to everyone.

Let’s focus on our mission! This is a great opportunity 
to share the GOOD NEWS of Jesus Christ and to offer 
hope to a confused world. You just may be the only Jesus 
some folks will ever see. Lift up Jesus so that folks will 
come to his light.

Finally, sister and brothers, let us recommit ourselves 
to be the best representatives of Jesus Christ, and the IGRC, 
that we can be. Let us model for our denomination and 
for our communities what Christian love is all about. The 
apostle Paul reminds us that “Love does not demand its 
own way.” Love also promotes hope. Let us bear the good 
news that in spite of pandemic, the growing threat of a 
world war, the invasion in the Ukraine, problems on every 
hand, that Jesus Christ is still Lord, and he still has each of 
us in his capable loving hands.

I remain committed to serving all and loving all for the 
sake of the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ. I invite 
each of you to do the same.

God Bless
Bishop Beard

Photo courtesy of East St. Louis Trinity UMC 

WATSEKA AREA FOOD PANTRY CELEBRATES 40TH ANNIVERSARY

GENERAL CONFERENCE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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C H U R C H
D I S A F F I L I A T I O N

C H U R C H
D I S A F F I L I A T I O N

DISAFFILIATION
THE ROAD TO  

GUARDRAILS
Paragraph 2501

All properties of local churches and other United Methodist agencies and 
institutions are held, in trust, for the benefit of the entire denomination and ownership 
and usage of church property is subject to the Discipline. The trust is and always has 
been irrevocable, except as provided in the Discipline. Property can be released from 
the trust, transferred free of trust, or subordinated to the interest of creditors and other 
third parties only to the extent authority is given by the Discipline. 

Paragraph 1504.23
If a local church or charge in the United States changes its relationship to The 

United Methodist Church through closure, abandonment or release from the trust 
clause pursuant to ¶2548, ¶2549, or otherwise, notwithstanding whether property 
with title by the local church is subject to the trust (under the terms of ¶2501), the 
local church shall contribute a withdrawal liability in an amount equal to its pro rata 
share of any aggregate unfunded pension obligations to the annual conference. The 
General Board of Pension and Health Benefits shall determine the aggregate funding 

obligations of the annual conference using market factors similar to a commercial 
annuity provider, from which the annual conference will determine the church’s 
share. Nothing in the foregoing prevents an annual conference from collecting other 
obligations from a church or charge.

Wespath has compiled a very informative Frequently Asked Questions 
resource on this provision. You can download a copy at: https://www.wespath.org/
assets/1/7/5857.pdf 

Judicial Council Decision 1379 Ruling
Any legislation of the General Conference permitting the “gracious exit” of a local 

church must require at a minimum that: (1) the disaffiliation resolution be approved 
by a two-thirds majority of the professing members of the local church present and 
voting at the church conference, (2) the terms and conditions, including effective 
date, of the agreement between the annual conference and the exiting local church be 
established by the conference board of trustees in accordance with applicable church 
law and civil laws, and (3) the disaffiliation agreement be ratified by a simple majority 
of the members of the annual conference present and voting.

IGRC PROCESS ON DISAFFILIATION
The IGRC has developed a process for churches 
wanting to explore disaffiliation that is guided by the 
following principles:

1. Mutual respect and recognition. Christians are 
one body in Christ whose aim should always be 
to exhibit love and grace with one another even 
in the most challenging circumstances. 

2. Because of the Trust Clause, we have obligations 
to promises we have jointly made to retirees, 
spouses and dependent children. These 
decisions were made by the clergy members 
and lay members to annual conference whose 
representation includes the church that is 
considering disaffiliation.

3. The disciplinary requirement of 2/3 vote of 
the professing members present and voting 
at a church conference, led by the District 
Superintendent will be necessary to effectuate a 
disaffiliation. No one Is telling one how to vote.

PHASE 1 – INITIAL INQUIRY AND RESPONSE
1. After DS receives initial inquiry/request re: 

disaffiliation, he/she meets with the Local Church 
leaders (Church Council and others at DS’s 
option) 

• to listen for clear understanding of the reasons 
for their request, 

• to ensure they have accurate information about 
the UMC and its current circumstances, and 

• to provide introductory information to the 
process of disaffiliation. 

2. Local Church submits written request to Bishop 
and District Superintendent

• The request must clearly state the reason for 
leaving the UMC

• DS ensures that the Executive Assistant to the 
Bishop and the Director of Administrative 
Services have received copies

3. DS sends to the local church: 

• the “Phase 1:  Assessment of Local Church 
Potential, Paragraph 213” form to the local 
church to be completed and returned to the DS 

• information about the Trust Clause which will 
be a central component of the preparation and 
teaching about the process

PHASE 2 – PREPARATORY PHASE
4. Initial meeting of church leaders with DS, 

Executive Assistant to the Bishop, and Director of 
Administrative Services, and a representative from 
the Conference Board of Trustees.  The Bishop also 
participates as his/her schedule allows.

• Purpose: to listen to the concerns of the local 
church, review the Assessment form, and 
outline the process

• Q&A time will be included
• Assignments in preparations for the next steps 

in the process
• Local church is asked again if they want to 

move forward

5. Local church provides requested data as soon as 
possible – submitting it to DS, EAB and DAS

• 3 years of financials starting with most recent 
year – income/expense reports, balance sheets, 
budgets, account balances

• 3 years of Audit and Trustee reports (including 
outside audits) starting with most recent year

• All real estate deeds and the physical property 
addresses (that is, 911 addresses)

• Market value of all physical assets, property 
and contents

6. Conference staff compile all data into a 
comprehensive report in preparation for Phase 3 
meeting with church leaders

 
PHASE 3 – FORMAL NEGOTIATION 
7. Convene joint leader meeting with 6-7 Local 

Church leaders and 6-7 IGRC leaders designated 
by position as follows:

• IGRC Leaders:  Bishop, District 
Superintendent, Executive Assistant to the 
Bishop (EAB), Director of Administrative 
Services (DAS), Conference Chancellor, 
Conference Trustee assigned to the district in 
which the church is located, and the Assistant 
to the Trustees

• Local Church leaders:  Agreed upon as best 
served by the local church.  Some suggested 
representatives include Lay Leader, Church 
Council Chair, Trustee Chair, Treasurer or 
Finance Chair, S/PPRC Chair, Lay Member to 
Annual Conference.

8. General outline and purpose of the meeting:

• Introductions 
• Review the data gathered to ensure 

understanding 
• Review the process we are using and answer 

questions
• Bring initial proposal for “closure/disaffiliation 

agreement” from IGRC and explain rationale
• Hear initial responses
• Explain that the next step is a response from 

them to our initial proposal
• Identify the specific leaders (one from the 

local church and one from IGRC) who will be 
responsible to facilitate the negotiations and 
answering of questions until an agreement is 
reached

• Close with prayer

PHASE 4 – POST-AGREEMENT STEPS
9. When an agreement is reached, schedule another 

meeting of the 2 leadership teams (Local Church 
and IGRC) for the purpose of:

• Finalizing the details of the agreement and 
collecting signatures

• Outlining the final steps in detail

ROUTE 2548 
Our current United Methodist Book of Discipline 
also has a long-standing paragraph which provides 
a potential pathway for local congregations who 
seek to separate from The United Methodist Church 
in order to unite with another Pan-Methodist 
denomination or another evangelical denomination.

The process would include the following:

1. A two-thirds vote of professing members at 
a called church conference presided by the 
district superintendent

2. Congregation departs retaining its assets and 
liabilities

3. Congregation responsible for paying its 
apportionments and direct-billed pension costs 
through the effective date of withdrawal.

4. Congregation would be responsible for 
obligations under ¶1504.23.

However, this route is still under construction. The 
Global Methodist Church has announced its launch 
on May 1, 2022. It is not yet a denomination that 
can receive churches and members. The paragraph 
also requires an allocation, exchange of property, or 
comity agreement committed to writing and signed 
and approved by the duly qualified and authorized 
representatives of both parties concerned.

Currently, there are negotiations between 
representatives of the Global Methodist Church 
and The United Methodist Church toward a 
denomination-wide agreement so as to be able to 
utilize this paragraph since General Conference 
is postponed until May 2024. And should the 
agreement be applied across the denomination, 
there is a question as to whether such an 
agreement would need General Conference 
approval.

Global Methodist leadership is seeking to have 
a uniform process although it appears that the 
process may vary from one annual conference 
to another since it is the annual conference that 
makes the determination as to whether or not 
the new denomination meets the disciplinary 
requirement. No other mechanism or process is 
spelled out for “other evangelical denominations.”

ROUTE 2549
This route amounts to closing the local church and 
abandoning the property.

Under this process, the Conference takes control 
of the property and assets of the congregation, 
services are discontinued and the Conference is 
empowered to dispose of the real property and 
assets as it sees fit.

This process is used rarely and only when there 
is no critical mass of persons remaining in the 
congregation. Further, a congregation loses both 
its assets and property in the process with no 
assurance of reclaiming them.

ROUTE 2553
Because of the current deep conflict within The 
United Methodist Church around issues of human 
sexuality, a local church shall have a limited right, 
under the provisions of this paragraph, to disaffiliate 
from the denomination for reasons of conscience 
regarding a change in the requirements and 
provisions of The Book of Discipline related to 
the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or 
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals 
as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General 
Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual 
conference related to these issues which follow.

The choice by a local church to disaffiliate with 
The United Methodist Church under this paragraph 
shall be made in sufficient time for the process to 
be completed by Dec. 31, 2023, which is when the 
provisions of this paragraph expire.

Local congregations are required to:

• Pay any unpaid apportionments for the 12 
months prior to disaffiliation as well as and 
additional 12 months of apportionments

• Pay the church’s withdrawal penalty for 
pension liabilities. 

• Payment must be made in full prior  
to effective date of departure

• Bringing closure to the shared work of the 
two teams and identifying the responsible 
parties to oversee communication and provide 
accountability for the final steps

10. DS brings the agreement to the Cabinet for 
affirmation

11. Board of Trustees reps bring the agreement to  
the Trustees for affirmation

12. DS conducts Church Conference at the church 
and communicates the results.  Only professing 
members may vote.  Approval must be by a 2/3 
majority vote.

13. A resolution for the next session of Annual 
Conference is prepared.  The vote of the Annual 
Conference is required prior to executing the 
disaffiliation and closure agreement.

14. DAS ensures that funds due are collected

15. DAS authorizes Conference Chancellor to prepare 
the necessary legal documents for transfer of 
property

16. DS collects all archival materials and ensures all 
items with United Methodist insignia are removed.

GUIDELINES FOR CLERGY
Ordained clergy

Ordained clergy who wish to either disaffiliate with The United Methodist Church or separate 
from The United Methodist Church in order to unite with another denomination are guided by 
Judicial Council Decision 696 and ¶360.1 of The United Methodist Book of Discipline (2016).

The Judicial Council has ruled that upon joining another denomination, clergy membership 
in The United Methodist Church is terminated. There is no disciplinary provision authorizing 
an ordained United Methodist minister to hold membership simultaneously in another 
denomination.

“When ordained members in good standing withdraw to unite with another denomination or 
to terminate their membership in the denomination, their certificate of conference membership, 
and their written request to withdraw shall be deposited with the conference secretary.” There are 
no provisions for clergy to transfer their membership to another denomination.

Local pastors
Paragraphs 360 and 241 provide the basis for the following understandings for current local 
pastors who choose to sever their relationship with The United Methodist Church.

1. A license as a local pastor is not transferable to another denomination.

2. Local pastors who disaffiliate or separate from The United Methodist Church forfeit their 
license and shall once again be designated as laity

3. As a lay person, the former local pastor may either:

a.  Transfer their lay membership to a local church within the new denomination

b.  Withdraw their lay membership upon uniting with a church of another denomination.

4. Pursuit of a license for local pastor ministry within the new denomination will be based 
upon the provisions, guidelines and standards of the new denomination not the  
continuing United Methodist Church.

For more information, visit https://www.igrc.org/disaffiliation
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Bishops of The United 
Methodist Church in their March 15 called meeting 
discerned pathways for churches choosing disaffiliation and 
separation. The bishops have met two consecutive weeks to 
discern pathways forward in these changing times.

The bishops affirmed by an overwhelming majority 
that paragraph 2553 in the Book of Discipline would be the 
primary paragraph used for disaffiliation and separation. It is 
understood that different contexts may require utilization of 
additional paragraphs in the current Book of Discipline namely 
paragraphs 2548.2 and 2549: and that they would employ the 
values and principles as outlined in paragraph 2553.

It is also understood that paragraph 2553 is not 
operative in the Central Conferences but in matters related to 
disaffiliation and separation, the values and principles of 2553 
would be used. Paragraph 2553 was added to the Book of 
Discipline at the 2019 Special Session of General Conference.

In addition, the Council of Bishops affirmed by a 
strong majority that they would hold to a set of values and 
principles in all matters of disaffiliation and separation:

• Mutual Recognition: Declare mutual recognition of 
Christ in the other as individuals as well as constituted 
churches and look for the fruit of God’s Spirit in the 
ministry and mission. Agree not to actively disparage 
one another with our words and actions that seek to 
undermine the ministry of the other. Will faithfully 
and carefully exercise the disciplinary requirements of 
the sacraments, ministry and mission.

• Caring for pension liability: Even if the Global 
Methodist Church assumes pension liability for active 
pastors moving forward, the unfunded pension liability 
for past service remains within The United Methodist 
Church. Caring for Pension Liability is essential to 
protect the health and well-being of the denomination 
moving forward and to further ensure the protection of 
the clergy who remain as well as retirees who may depart.

• Voting Threshold: Paragraph 2553 established the 
following voting threshold:  The decision to disaffiliate 
from The United Methodist Church must be approved 
by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the professing 
members of the local church present at the church 

conference. This threshold was affirmed by the Judicial 
Council in Decision 1379: “Any legislation of the  
General Conference permitting the "gracious exit" of 
a local church must require at a minimum that (1) the 
disaffiliation resolution be approved by a two-thirds 
majority of the professing members of the local church 
present and voting at the church conference, . . .”

• Ability to add additional standards: Paragraph 2553 
established standard terms for any church disaffiliating 
including such things as apportionment payments, 
property, pension liabilities, and other liabilities. In 
addition, Paragraph 2553 states, “Annual conferences 
may develop additional standard terms that are not 
inconsistent with the standard form of this paragraph.”

The bishops empowered the Executive Committee 
to form a team that would assist conferences with best 
practices and resources needed for the work of separation 
and disaffiliation with the primary goal being to advance 
the mission of the UMC and assist those whose hearts and 
minds have already left to leave.

Jurisdictional Conferences
The Council of Bishops has also asked the Judicial 

Council for a declaratory decision regarding Jurisdictional 
Conferences to be held to elect and assign bishops. They 
have tentatively set Nov. 2-5, 2022, for Jurisdictional 
Conferences should the Judicial Council rule in favor of 
holding the regional meetings. This date was previously 
scheduled for Jurisdictional Conferences.

In the questions to the Judicial Council, the bishops 
want to know if they have constitutional authority to 
set regular sessions of the Jurisdictional Conference to 
elect and assign bishops without the General Conference 
occurring first. 

The bishops are also asking the denomination’s top 
court to decide when the assignment of newly elected 
bishops would occur if such elections occurred after 
September 1. Here are the bishops’ questions:

Question 1: Does the Council of Bishops have 
constitutional authority to set regular sessions of the 
jurisdictional conference to elect and assign bishops 
pursuant to ¶¶ 26, 27.2 and 45 of the Discipline, 

notwithstanding that the General Conference has 
not occurred since the last election of bishops in the 
jurisdictional conferences and the General Conference 
has not acted upon a report of the Interjurisdictional 
Committee on Episcopacy as contemplated by ¶ 512?

Question 2: If the answer to Question 1 is yes and the 
election and consecration of the new bishop(s) occurs after 
Sept. 1, when does the assignment of the newly elected 
bishop(s) begin?

Question 3: Is the assignment date of “Sept. 1 
following the jurisdictional conference” set forth in ¶ 406 
altered if the election and consecration occurs before the 
customary July election(s) that result in assignments taking 
effect in approximately one to two months after election 
and consecration?

The request for the ruling came after the second 
postponement of the General Conference from 2022 to 
2024, heightening the burden of bishops attempting to 
provide effective episcopal oversight and leadership. Due 
to vacancies created by retirements after the postponement 
of General Conference in 2020, special assignments to 
cover vacant episcopal areas in the United States have been 
faithfully served by bishops who continue to serve their 
residential areas.

“The threat to the continuance of the episcopacy and 
the sustainability of effective episcopal leadership will 
increase as more retirements are expected, whether due to 
mandatory retirement, vocational retirement, or voluntary 
retirement. Therefore, the rationale for this request for 
declaratory decision is readily apparent, and the need for 
an expedited decision on the request is compelled given 
the current and expanding burden,” the bishops said in the 
filing to the court.

The COB is asking for an expedited decision.
Council of Bishops President Bishop Cynthia Fierro 

Harvey affirmed the work of the bishops and their willingness 
to care for the mission and witness of the UMC.

“The work of a bishop has grown more complex and 
yet the bishops continue to grapple with difficult decisions 
in a world of competing values. They do so with grace and 
unafraid; knowing that God is with us,” said Bishop Harvey.

General Conference postponed until 2024
BY HEATHER HAHN

NASHVILLE, Tenn.  – Citing long wait times for visas, 
General Conference organizers announced that The 
United Methodist Church’s top lawmaking assembly – long 
postponed by pandemic – must wait until 2024.

“We engaged in a fair, thorough, integrity-filled discussion 
of the alternatives," said Kim Simpson, chairperson of 
the Commission on the General Conference, in a press 
statement March 3.

“The visa issue is a reality that is simply outside our control 
as we seek to achieve a reasonable threshold of delegate 
presence and participation. Ultimately our decision reflects 
the hope that 2024 will afford greater opportunity for global 
travel and a higher degree of protection for the health and 
safety of delegates and attendees.”

General Conference was scheduled to be in Minneapolis 
this year. In the press statement, the commission said a 
new already-secured venue would be announced at a later 
date as soon as logistical planning is complete.

Bishops do not have a vote on the commission. After the 
commission's announcement, Council of Bishops President 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey said in a statement that she and her 
fellow bishops would begin "to explore various pathways 
for sustaining the worldwide mission and witness of The 
United Methodist Church, given the announcement of this 
further and understandable delay."

Meanwhile, leaders of a planned new theologically 
conservative denomination announced that they are 
moving up the launch date without waiting for General 
Conference to act.

This marks the third delay of what many have expected to 
be a pivotal global gathering. After decades of intensifying 
debate and defiance of church bans on same-sex 
weddings and “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy, the 
coming General Conference faces multiple proposals for 
denominational separation.

The most endorsed of these is the Protocol of 
Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation, which if 
adopted, would allow churches and conferences that 
support bans on gay weddings and ordination to leave 
with church property and $25 million in United Methodist 
funds to form a new “traditionalist” denomination.

That new denomination, the Global Methodist Church, had 
plans to launch in conjunction with General Conference 
later this year. However, the new denomination’s 
Transitional Leadership Team announced plans to move 
the launch date up to May 1.

“The Global Methodist Church will warmly welcome 
people eager to join others in fulfilling its mission,” said 
the Rev. Keith Boyette in an email. He is the chairman 
of the Transitional Leadership Council and president 
of the Wesleyan Covenant Association, a theologically 
conservative advocacy group.

Good News, a like-minded advocacy group, offered its support 
for the move in an email accidentally released before the 
General Conference commission’s announcement.

“We believe now is the time for annual conferences and 
local churches to move forward into a new reality, free of 
the burdens of conflict and liberated to focus solely on the 
ministry of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world through the Holy Spirit,” wrote the Rev. 
Thomas Lambrecht of Good News.

Shortly after the commission’s announcement, the Resist 
Harm movement released a statement signed by more than 
1,000 United Methodists urging bishops to hold charges 
related to LGBTQ restrictions in abeyance. The Resist Harm 
movement encourages resistance to those church bans.

“Drawing from the first General Rule of John Wesley’s 
Methodist societies, we want to be clear in our call to 
the church, to faithfully resist harm against the LGBTQ+ 
members of the body of Christ,” said the Rev. Molly Vetter, 
a General Conference delegate and senior pastor of the 
Westwood United Methodist Church in Los Angeles.

“It ’s also a call to the whole church, reminding us of our 
responsibility to welcome all people into full belonging 
in our churches, honoring how they have always, already 
been welcomed by the grace of Jesus Christ.”

The United Methodist Church and its predecessor bodies 
typically have held a General Conference at least every four 
years since 1792. With the 2020 General Conference now 
delayed to when the next one was supposed to take place, it 
remains unclear whether new delegates will need to be elected.

The Rev. Gary Graves, General Conference secretary, 
said the commission would look to the Judicial Council, 
the denomination’s top court, for clarity for what needs 
to be done should this be seen as a postponed General 
Conference instead of a new assembly. 

The Book of Discipline – updated by each General 
Conference — says annual conferences are to elect delegates 
“no more than two annual conference sessions before the 
calendar year preceding the session of General Conference.” 
The delegates to the postponed General Conference were 
elected in 2018 and 2019. However, some annual conferences 
– church regional bodies – have since reaffirmed those 
elections since General Conference’s postponement.

The coming General Conference was to have 862 voting 
delegates – 55.9 percent from the U.S., 32 percent from 
Africa, 6 percent from the Philippines, 4.6 percent from 
Europe and the remainder from concordat churches that 
have close ties to The United Methodist Church.

At a typical General Conference, those in attendance 
include bishops, interpreters, staff, volunteers and guests 
from around the globe. Bishops preside at sessions but do 
not have a vote.

Other Protestant denominations in the U.S. already have 
undergone some form of separation over LGBTQ inclusion. 
However, the global pandemic has twice foiled plans for The 
United Methodist Church’s main global gathering.

The COVID-19 menace first led the Minneapolis venue to 
cancel events in 2020 and then led the commission to 
delay again until August this year.

The commission named a technology study team to 
explore virtual options for the assembly. However, the 
team’s report identified several obstacles to such a 
conference, including a 16-hour time difference among 
delegates in the Philippines and the West Coast, unequal 
internet availability and the difficulty in safeguarding 
voting. Those difficulties led the United Methodist Council 
of Bishops to cancel plans for a one-day virtual General 
Conference last year.

In the meantime, the rapidly spreading virus variants and 
resulting travel restrictions have continued to bedevil 
General Conference planning.

On Feb. 24, the commission met online in closed session 
for 3½ hours to deliberate on whether the international 
meeting could go forward as scheduled.

Two days before the meeting, General Conference staff 
emailed delegates asking each if they have received at 
least one dose of vaccine.

The commission did not cite vaccines as an issue, but 
visas. From conversations with U.S. State Department 
officials, the press statement said, General Conference staff 
learned that wait times for visa applicants could be more 
than 800 days because of COVID-related backlogs.

The Book of Discipline says that “in the spirit of openness and 
accountability,” almost all church meetings should be open.

In Paragraph 722, the Discipline does allow closed 
sessions for “negotiations, when general knowledge could 
be harmful to the negotiation process” and “negotiations 
involving confidential third-party information.” The 
commission cited the negotiation exceptions when it went 
into closed session.

Still unknown is what General Conference’s continued 
delay will mean for the proposed protocol, negotiated by 
professional mediator Kenneth Feinberg with a theologically 
diverse group of United Methodists. General Conference – 

the only body that can speak for the church – has the final 
say on whether the protocol takes effect as written.

Also unknown is how many churches will depart before 
General Conference meets.

The United Methodist Church and its predecessors 
have long maintained a policy that all congregations 
hold property “in trust” for the benefit of the entire 
denomination. However, the Book of Discipline already 
offers procedures for churches to disaffiliate with property 
under limited conditions.

Good News argues that the launch of the Global Methodist 
Church would open the way for local churches to use 
the Discipline’s Paragraph 2548.2. That measure allows 
churches – with conference approval – to join “another 
evangelical denomination.”

The Wesleyan Covenant Association, which has been 
serving as a midwife to the planned Global Methodist 
Church, previously had encouraged churches to wait for 
the protocol to pass to make a move.

But that’s changed with the May 1 launch date. The 
association plans to hold a global gathering on May 7 to 
discuss its plans for the new denomination.

However, some churches already have decided to leave. 
Annual conferences have approved the disaffiliation of 
about 130 U.S. churches in the past two years.

Most of the departing congregations identify as 
traditionalist. However, those departures represent a fraction 
of the denomination’s more than 30,500 U.S. congregations.

With so much at stake, the commission received 
conflicting calls on whether General Conference should 
move forward.

A group of 170 delegates from around the globe urged 
that General Conference be delayed until 2024, pointing 
to ongoing concerns around COVID and visa availability. 
At the same time, theologically conservatives groups 
such as the Wesleyan Covenant Association, Good News 
and the Africa Initiative have urged the commission not 
to postpone General Conference any further. They also 
argued that the visa issues could be overcome.

The additional delay of General Conference brings 
additional complications.

In February, the Judicial Council ruled that any 
postponement of General Conference resets the 
submission deadlines for proposed legislation.

This could lead to many more proposals coming before the 
next General Conference. The Book of Discipline requires 
that all petitions receive a vote.

Graves, General Conference secretary, told the commission 
that the group would discuss the Judicial Council’s ruling at 
its next meeting on March 28.

Also unclear is what General Conference’s delay means 
for bishop elections. The legislative assembly sets the 
denomination’s budget and thus the number of bishops.

However, after last year’s General Conference delay, the 
bishops scheduled the five U.S. jurisdictional conferences 
for Nov. 2-4 this year, with central conference elections in 
Europe, Africa and the Philippines to follow.

In the meantime, 11 U.S. bishops have stepped down 
or taken on new roles as they bumped against the 
denomination’s age requirements for bishops to retire.

(Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News)
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BISHOPS LOOK FOR PATHWAYS FOR DISAFFILIATIONS,  
SEEK GUIDANCE ON JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCES

File photo by Maile Bradfield, UM News
Delegates and visitors listen to debate on petitions at the 2016 
General Conference in Portland, Ore. The third postponement of the 
2020 General Conference to 2024 was announced March 3. At the 
same time, a breakaway denomination is getting ready to launch.

BLESSED BE THEIR UKRAINIAN TIES
BY SAM HODGES

For United Methodists with close ties to Ukraine, the 
Russian invasion of that country is an ever-present, 
wrenching concern, keeping them tethered to news reports 
and social media, and costing them sleep. 

It ’s also an occasion to try to help, however far they may be 
from the war itself.

The Rev. Lydia Istomina led her church, 
Francis Street First United Methodist in St. 
Joseph, Mo., to host a March 13 “Stand Tall 
with Ukraine” community rally. 

“I believe prayers are wonderful and very 
important, but it ’s not enough,” Istomina said. 

“God gave us our brains and our hearts, so we have to act.”

Istomina grew up in Russia and was a pioneering female 
United Methodist pastor there before coming to the U.S. 
in 1995. But her first husband’s father was Ukrainian. Thus, 
the two children Istomina had with her first husband are of 
Ukrainian ancestry, and they were baptized in Kyiv, Ukraine.

Distraught over the invasion, Istomina worked with church 
members to organize the community event on behalf 
of Ukraine. The St. Joseph mayor came, as did clergy 
and congregants from other local churches. The small 
sanctuary was packed, with more than a few people 
wearing yellow and blue, the Ukrainian colors.

Francis Street First already had committed $5,000 from its 
endowment for United Methodist relief work related to the 
invasion. The event raised another $2,385.

“People responded because it ’s really important,” Istomina 
said. “You can’t just watch the news.”

The Rev. Fred Vanderwerf feels the same. He’s a Minnesota 
Conference district superintendent, but from 2000 to 
2008, he and his wife, Stacy, served as United Methodist 
missionaries in Lviv, Ukraine. 

Their son Levi was a toddler there, and in his struggle 
with pronouns sometimes called the country “Mykraine” 
— a coinage Fred Vanderwerf has himself used lately in 
describing his love for the place of his missionary service. 

He’s still coming to terms with the invasion. 

“I’ve really been glued to the news and I feel like that’s not 
helping me,” he said by phone last week. “I’m only getting 
more emotionally exhausted.”

But soon after the invasion began, Vanderwerf found a 
constructive way to respond, drawing on his contacts and 
background to conduct extensive video interviews with 
Eurasian Area Bishop Eduard Khegay in Moscow and the 
Rev. Volodymyr Prokip, a United Methodist pastor in Lviv.

The interviews provide context and reflection from both 
clergymen (including the Russian Khegay’s brave opposition to 
the invasion) and they’ve been an internet hit.

“I can’t get a sermon to get more than 200 views. This 
has got like 8,000,” said Vanderwerf, who added that he’s 
had to have help from the Minnesota Conference staff to 
answer all the emails the videos have generated. 

Since the invasion, the Rev. Michael Zdorow, 
pastor of The Gathering Place, a United 
Methodist Church in Palm Beach Gardens, 
Florida, has not needed an alarm clock.

“I wake up every day at 2:30 a.m.,” he said. 

“That started right when this was happening.”

Zdorow was born and brought up in the U.S., but his late 
father was Ukrainian, and the pastor himself has connected 
with the Ukrainian community wherever he’s lived. His wife, 
Zenie, was raised in Crimea, and her mother remains in that 
previously Ukrainian, now Russian-annexed peninsula. 

From 2015 to 2019, Zdorow worked for the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries in Russia, but he 
had earlier stints doing mission work and studying in the 
region, and he has traveled throughout Ukraine.  

“All these places you’re seeing getting bombed and 
destroyed, I have friends and memories there,” he said.

With Florida Conference Bishop Ken Carter, Zdorow has 
done a webinar addressing the geopolitical complexities of 
the conflict and sharing his family’s history. 

(Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist News)

The Rev. Volodymyr Prokip is a United Methodist pastor serving 
in Lviv, Ukraine. Screenshot from video interview by the Rev. Fred 
Vanderwerf of the Minnesota Conference.
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United Methodist Church Catch-Up GlossaryBY LAURIE M. PAGE 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. –  The name change 
that’s transformed “United Methodist Women” into 
“United Women in Faith” was announced the same 
day word came that General Conference was being 
delayed again, this time until 2024.

That timing overshadowed 
the changes to this 153-year-old 
organization, which go deeper 
than a new name.

“Changing the name was 
not our starting place,” said Sally 
Vonner, transformation officer of 
United Women in Faith. “The research process was 
more about our own self-examination. How do we 
present to women in the church and even women 
beyond the church? It was always about being 
inclusive.”

Vonner and Harriett Jane Olson, top executive 
of the agency that works to connect and nurture 
women to inspire and impact their communities, 
answered questions about the changes during 
a Zoom meeting with United Methodist News. 
Answers have been edited for brevity and clarity.

Does General Conference have to approve your 
new name before it becomes official?

Olson: No. We're going to remain United 
Methodist Women as our corporate name. United 
Women in Faith will be a doing-business-as 
name. We're not changing the purpose or how the 
deaconesses act or our governing structure, and 
those are the things for us that are in the (Book of) 
Discipline. There's no necessary disciplinary changes 
to effectuate this.
Does the deletion of “Methodist” from the 
agency name indicate you will be trying to attract 
women who aren’t United Methodist, similar to 
ecumenical organizations like Church Women 
United?

Olson: That was not the intention. I will say, 
though, that the bylaws have always allowed persons 
outside the church to be members. We have a 
handful of Roman Catholic members and women 
from other Protestant traditions. … There are 
churches that don't have women's organizations, so 
for women who are looking to connect with other 
faithful women, deepen their faith and put their 
faith into action, United Women in Faith will be 
available.
Do you have specific goals in connection with this 
change, like attracting a certain amount of new 
members?

Vonner: We didn't think so much about a 
number that we're aiming for. For me, it’s looking 
at all the things that we're doing and asking, is it 
going to sustain us for the next generation? … We're 
trusting that we are laying groundwork to grow and 
to sustain those coming after us, just like we're living 
off of what our foremothers put into our hands.
How long has the rebranding been in 
development?

Vonner: We've been at it for over five years. 
It began when we were constantly hearing from 
members, “Help us get new members.” We began 
research, starting with a communication audit. With 
each phase of research, we were learning something 
new about ourselves and then testing that out to 
leaders and members and getting feedback to see 
if we were on track with the assumptions and the 
conclusions that we were drawing from research. 
That would often lead us to additional questions. 
Five years have passed, but the shifts we needed to 
make became clearer and clearer as that process 
unfolded.
What are some of the questions you asked?

Olson: What do women spend time and money 

on? What needs are driving how women spend time 
and money, especially when it's for themselves? In 
what kind of setting are women looking to form 
relationships and friendships?

Vonner: What are women looking for in a 
faith-based organization? What’s most important 

to women? How do women 
want to give? We have a 
particular model in which 
our members engage in 
pledges and other means 
of mission-giving. Is that 
process still relevant today?

What are some of the important changes aside 
from the name?

Olson: There will be more ways to join United 
Women in Faith and more complimentary digital 
access to some of the resources that were just printed 
materials before. The new digital component will 
allow people to compare notes, maybe meet some 
of the authors and they can share online resources, 
video links, music and other things to animate the 
programs. One of the things we've said for a long time 
is it's about connecting the faith and the action. … 
So the new Mission u resource brings those things 
together and says, “You cannot look at the Bible and 
not see the social justice questions that are raised.”

Vonner: One of the needs that we found out 
in the research is to connect with other women. 
… So we came up with this concept of SOUL 
Care Retreats. The way it was set up was a United 
Methodist member had to invite at least two other 
friends who were not part of United Methodist 
Women, and we had a gathering. We are now 
building on those pilots and going to have templates 
that members can use to create a similar kind 
of event in their context, as a means of reaching 
women who aren't necessarily a part of their unit 
right now. We've continued to come up with new 
newsletters and e-newsletters.
Recruiting members is one of your stated 
priorities. Is that driving a lot of these changes?

Olson: That's very foundational. We want to 
make sure that women in the church really do feel 
invited. That's missional for us. On a parallel track, 
as the conversations (about the future of the church 
took place), we had inquiries from women who 
were in settings where their churches were talking 
about leaving, both progressive women and women 
in places that might be called traditional. “We want 
to stay connected and how would that work?” What 
would change in the church mean for them?
There are now two ways to be a member — locally 
at a church or the national model of All Access 
Membership. What’s the purpose of that?

Olson: We were looking for an opportunity that 
would allow our current members to do the things 
that are meaningful to them and also open the door 
to new members. The national membership model, 
alongside the local unit membership model, is a 
way to make that happen, because they're different 
doorways into the same structure.
Are you hoping that women in churches who 
move to the Global Methodist Church will remain 
involved with United Women in Faith?

Vonner: We hope that they could still see 
themselves connected to us as United Women 
in Faith. We feel that faith is our anchor of the 
sisterhood and what calls us into relationship with 
God, but also relationship in terms of living out that 
faith. Issues impacting women, children and youth 
are still important now, as they've always been since 
this organization began in 1869. That hasn't shifted. 
If that's where their heart and passion is continuing 
to engage, then they certainly are welcome.

(Patterson is a UM News reporter in Nashville, 
Tennessee)

This glossary was compiled by IGRC for Unity, an unofficial group of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference of The United Methodist Church.

• United Methodist Church (UMC) – world-wide “mainline” Protestant 
denomination with @12 million members (2014) world-wide. https://
www.umc.org

• Wesleyan Covenant Association (WCA) – movement to move the UMC to a 
more conservative interpretation of scripture, including human sexuality. 
https://wesleyancovenant.org

• Global Methodist Church (GMC) – new denomination being formed by 
the WCA as an alternative to the UMC, to be established 5-1-22. https://
globalmethodist.org

• Good News Association, Institute on Religion and Democracy (IRD), 
Confessing Movement – groups that support creation of the Global 
Methodist Church, part of the Renewal and Reform Coalition.  https://
wesleyancovenant.org;  https://theird.org/; en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
ConfessingMovement

• Liberation Methodist Connexion (LMX) – progressive group that stresses 
action and full inclusion.  https://www.thelmx.org

• Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation (Protocol) – 
Proposed legislation written by a representative team to be submitted 
to General Conference 2020, allowing those who wish to leave the UMC 
to do so with $25 million and their church properties.  https://www.
gracethroughseparation.com/legislation

• The Christmas Covenant – proposed legislation written by Central 
Conferences and passed by the Philippines Annual Conference, changing 
the “Central Conferences” and “Jurisdictional Conferences” to all be 
“Regional Conferences” to support contextual equity. https://www.
christmascovenant.com

• Central Conferences – non-US Conferences  https://www.umc.org/en/
content/central-conferences

• General Conference (GC) – World-wide conference of United Methodist 
delegates (generally) every 4 years, who can speak for the UMC, pass 
legislation and revise the Book of Discipline. https://www.umc.org/en/
who-we-are/structure/general-conference
 o A Special Session of the General Conference was held in 2019, with 
one agenda issue to deal with human sexuality.  Delegates voted 
to increase the restrictions on marriage and ordination of LGBTQI+ 
persons (The Traditional Plan)

 o 2020 GC has been postponed 3 times due to Covid and VISA problems 
so none of the proposed legislation has been passed.  It is now 
rescheduled for 2024.

• Book of Discipline (BOD) – book of rules that govern the UMC.  Can only 
be revised by the GC.  Current publication is 2016, with amendments from 
2019. https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-discipline

• Book of Resolutions – policy statements representing the position of 
the UMC.  (Not UMC law) https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-
resolutions.

• Social Principles – statement of the UMC addressing human social justice 
issues positions.  (Not UMC law)  https://www.umc.org/en/content/
our-social-principles

• Council of Bishops – all the Bishops of the UMC, includes active and 
retired. https://www.umc.org/en/content/council-of-bishops

• College of Bishops – Bishops assigned to a particular Jurisdiction, 
includes active and retired. 

• Judicial Council – the “supreme court” of the UMC that makes judgement 
on the constitutionality of issues questioned. https://www.umc.org/en/
content/judicial-council

• Connectional Table – General UMC representative body that meets to 
carry the vision of the UMC.  Created in 2004 to replace the General 
Council on Ministries. https://www.umcct.org

• Jurisdictional Conference (JC) – grouping of several Annual Conferences, 
5 in US, primarily to elect Bishops. Illinois is in North Central Jurisdiction 
(NCJ)  https://unyumc.org/news/article/the-function-and

• Annual Conference (AC) – geographically defined areas served by 
an assigned Bishop. Elects delegates to Jurisdictional and General 
Conferences. https://www.umc.org/en/content/annual-conferences

• Illinois Great Rivers Conference (IGRC) – Annual Conference in Illinois, 
south of I-80. https://www.igrc.org

• Charge Conference – meeting of a local church council that adopts 
annual budget, approves nominations and recommends candidates for 

STONES 
RETIRING  
with a combined  
80 years 
of service

BY PAUL BLACK 

SPRINGFIELD –  In the spring of 1976, Doug Stone 
was completing high school and getting ready to attend 
Illinois Wesleyan University.

As most would-be college students, Doug was looking 
for work and was finding it somewhat difficult to find 
something.

Doug’s father was discussing the matter with Central 
Illinois Conference Council Director Burt McIntosh and 
Burt said, “I could use him for a couple of weeks if he 
wanted to work in the Conference Office.”

The two-week temporary position turned into a career 
that spanned 46 years when Doug completes his ministry 
with the Illinois Great Rivers Conference July 1. His 
wife, Jill, whom he met when she started working for the 
Conference in 1988, is also completing nearly 34 years of 
service when she retires a month later on Aug. 1.

“I appreciate the servant attitude and heart that both 
Doug and Jill display. They have served effectively and tirelessly 
for many, many years," Bishop Frank J. Beard said. “I was able 
to bear witness to their faith during tough times of personal 
challenge. Their commitment to ministry and mission, and 
their love for each other never wavered. They have served the 
IGRC well. And we are blessed because of them.”

“We have worked with a lot of great people and still 
do,” Doug said as he and Jill sat down for a few minutes to 
reflect on their respective times with the Conference.

The Bloomington Conference office sat on the campus 
of IWU and it was common practice that the Conference 
used several students as interns. “What made the 
temporary job possible was that an employee got married 
and she went on her honeymoon. After the two weeks, I 
was asked if I would like to continue.

“I started as the swing man – kind of one who moved 
around and helped wherever I was needed,” Doug said. 

As the Conference office got its first computers, Doug 
assisted with computer issues and then in 1988, both the 
mailroom manager and the print room manager retired 
and the two jobs were combined and Doug took over those 
responsibilities.

About the same time, Jill, a member of Normal First 
UMC, applied for a job at the Conference office at the 
urging of John Woodruff, then Conference Treasurer. 

Ironicially, her first responsibilities in the Conference 
office was working for Doug for about an hour. 

“The persons who I would be working for were busy 
and so they sent me to Doug to familiarize her with the 
work at the Conference office,” Jill said.

“And obviously, she made an impression on me,” Doug 
said with a smile.

Jill’s first responsibilities were managing United 
Methodist Reporter subscriptions for Director of 
Communications Bettie Story as well as clerical and 
receptionist responsibilities. Later, a position opened in the 
United Media Resource Center, which had three employees 
on staff, and Jill found her calling. 

When UMRC Director Mary Lou Scott retired in 
2001, Jill assumed the responsibilities as the sole person 
in the UMRC and has managed its operations ever since. 
In more recent years, she has also returned to providing 
clerical assistance to both the Camping and Congregational 
Development ministries on a part-time basis.

In 2004, when the United Methodist Center was 
opened, consolidating offices in Bloomington, Mt. Vernon 
and Springfield, the Stones were part of a handful of 
employees that relocated to continue their respective 
ministries to the Conference.

Both Doug and Jill noted the number of changes in 
both of their positions as they near retirement.

For Doug, much of his work over the years 
included churning out large amounts of print materials 
and coordinated bulk mailings of resources from the 
Conference to churches. While print materials have been 
declining over the years, the Covid pandemic accelerated 
its decline as Annual Conference packets and materials 
were reduced to placing them online.

The one area that has emerged in Doug’s work is 
management of the Conference’s databases – so much so 
that the person who will follow Doug will focus exclusively 
on the database work.

Jill’s work in the UMRC has also changed in that it 
was a partnership at one time with two Illinois presbyteries 
of the Presbyterian Church. More recently, as other 
conference’s media centers have closed its operations, the 
IGRC has provided its services to Northern Illinois, Iowa 
and the Great Plains Conferences.

IGRC leadership is exploring a new UMRC 
management model using volunteers. A small group of 
volunteers to share the responsibilities would be ideal.

Does your church or community feel a calling to serve 
churches by connecting them to a wide variety of resources 
for Christian education, leadership development, and 
personal spiritual growth? Do you live in the Springfield area 
OR have a large space for housing the UMRC’s collection and 
office?  Please contact Jill Stone, UMRC director (jstone@
igrc.org), or Curtis Brown, Director of Connectional 
Ministries (cbrown@igrc.org), for more details.

Jill and Doug said they are looking forward to having 
more time to travel and pursuing hobbies. “We have family in 
New York, the Carolinas, Florida, Texas and the West Coast,” 
Doug said. “With Covid, we haven’t been able to see family.”

Medicare Supplement 
changes coming May 1
SPRINGFIELD – On May 1, 2022, HealthSCOPE, 
the current carrier of the conference’s Medicare 
Supplement for retired pastors will transition to UMR, 
a United Health Care Company.

UMR will be the name of the IGRC Medicare 
Supplement Plan.  Persons under the plan will 
receive new member ID cards in April 2022.  
Continue to use your HealthSCOPE ID card until 
May 1, 2022.  If you do not receive your new UMR ID 
card by May 1, contact Brenda Harris by calling 217-
529-2308 or email bharris@igrc.org.

The network is not changing and your doctors 
are not changing.  Please let your current health 
care provider know of this change.  If your current 
provider tells you they are not participating, please 
contact Harris and she will work with UMR to let 
your provider know of the change.

None of your current benefits will change.  You 
will still have the exact same plan and coverage as 
you do with HealthSCOPE.  Only the name of the 
company is changing.

We will work with UMR to keep you informed as 
HealthSCOPE continues their transitions.

A link to a document containing answers to 
Frequently Asked Questions can be found at: https://
www.igrc.org/medicare-supplement-for-retirees 

WOMEN’S AGENCY 
HITS REFRESH, EXPANDS WELCOME

ordained ministry.  May be called as a “church conference” 
to allow all members to vote. https://www.umc.org/
en/content/book-of-discipline-246-ff-the-charge-
conference 

• Trust Clause – BOD paragraph that states all church 
property belongs to the Annual Conference in trust, not 
the local church. www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-
umc-what-is-the-united-methodist-trust-clause

• Unfunded Liability – debt obligations of the AC benefits 
that are not currently covered.  Disaffiliating churches 
must pay their fair share before leaving the UMC. https://
www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-is-the-
united-methodist-trust-clause 

• United Women in Faith – new denominational name 
(3/22) for United Methodist Women https://uwfaith.org/
press/2022/united-methodist-women-is-now-united-
women-in-faith 

• “A Narrative for the Continuing United Methodist 
Church” – a November 2021 statement from the Council 
of Bishops. https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.
org/newsdetail/bishops-agree-on-narrative-for-
continuing-umc-15749733 

• #BeUMC – grassroots movement that shares and 
celebrates the values of the UMC.  (Pronounced “Hashtag 
BeUMC”) See March 2022 issue of The Current. https://
www.umc.org/en/content/beumc-messaging-
member

• UMC Next – a group of United Methodists who work to 
support the Wesleyan commitments of the UMC in making 
disciples and resisting injustice. https://umcnext.com

• IGRC for Unity – a group in Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
that organizes in support of the unity of the UMC in IGRC. 
It endorses the commitments of UMC Next.  Includes IGRC 
Retirees for Unity. https://www.facebook.com/groups/
igrcforunity/about 

• LGBTQIA+ - acronym referring to persons who identify as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer or questioning, 
intersex or inquiring, asexual or ally, etc  https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT 

GLOSSARY CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Preachers for Annual Conference announced
PEORIA – Bishop Frank J. Beard has announced the preaching schedule for the 
2022 Annual Conference which will be held June 9-11 as a hybrid event online and 
in-person at the Peoria Civic Center.

Bishop L. Jonathan 
Holston, episcopal 
leader of the South 
Carolina Conference 
will be preaching 
the opening worship 
service and the 
Memorial Service.

Bishop Beard will be 
preaching Saturday's 
Service of Ordination and Commissioning.

Rev. Janice Ringenberg, pastor of Boyd's Grove and Bradford Leet UMC, will be 
preaching the retiree recognition service. Rev. Ringenberg is one of 28 pastors 
retiring with more than 675 years of service.

A final agenda is still being assembled and registration will be opening in early April.

Bishop Holston earned his Master of Divinity in biblical studies from The 
Interdenominational Theological Center, Gammon Theological Seminary, Atlanta, 
Ga., in 1983. He also holds a Bachelor of Arts in Religion from the University of 
Georgia in Athens, Ga.

Coming to South Carolina from the North Georgia Conference, Bishop Holston 
served as senior pastor of St. James United Methodist Church in Atlanta for seven 
years before his episcopal election. Prior to that, he served as superintendent of 
the Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford District from 1997-2005.

Bishop Holston has served on numerous boards and committees of The United 
Methodist Church at the conference and general church level.  Holston served as 
a member of the General Council on Finance and Administration, chair of General 
Conference Finance and Administrative Legislative Committee and as a member 
of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, the Southeastern Jurisdictional 
Committee on Episcopacy, Hinton Rural Life Center, Appalachian Development 
Committee and the Southeastern Jurisdictional Association for Native American 
Ministries, among other noted roles.

His love for missions has taken him around the world and gained him recognition as 
a mission specialist. He has also traveled extensively as a specialist in missions to 
Uganda, Costa Rica, Haiti, Honduras, Zimbabwe, Kenya, India, China, and Hong Kong.

Covenanting to Keep Each Other Well
PEORIA – As part of our preparations 
for Annual Conference, the Conference 
Committee on Sessions has developed a 
covenant for wellness that all members 
and participants will be asked to review 
and acknowledge during registration. At 
this time our host city of Peoria is not in a 
high-risk area, so participants will not be 
asked to mask indoors. The area risk could 
change by the time of Annual Conference, 
so the Committee on Sessions will 
keep monitoring the situation and alert 
everyone to any changes.

The people of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference agree about many things, 
but we also have our differences. Our 
covenant of relationship and care for each 
other helps us bridge those differences 
and live in community together while 
we follow and serve Jesus Christ. As we 
prepare to gather for our 2022 Annual 
Conference session on June 9-11 in Peoria, 
we agree to put aside personal differences 
or risk assessments about COVID-19 and 
agree to this covenant of mutual wellness.

The IGRC Committee on Annual Conference 
Sessions asks each on-site member and 
visitor to Annual Conference to:

• Strongly consider becoming fully 
vaccinated before arriving on-site for 
Annual Conference (if it is medically 
advisable for you to do so).

• If you are not fully vaccinated, please 
take a test for COVID-19 within 48 
hours of your planned arrival on-site. If 
you test positive for COVID-19, adjust 
your plans to participate in Annual 
Conference on-line and do not come 
in person. No one will be checking 

tests or vaccination cards at the 
door, but we are expecting our IGRC 
community to be honest with each 
other about this.

• At this time, our meeting is not in an 
area of high COVID-19 community 
risk, but some people who are at 
higher risk of serious disease may still 
choose to wear a mask indoors or in 
crowded places.

If you have or develop any symptoms of 
COVID-19, adjust your plans to participate 
in Annual Conference on-line and do not 
come in person. These symptoms include 
fever, cough, headache, congestion, runny 
nose, or nausea.

Each member or participant at Annual 
Conference will be asked at registration 
to agree to support our mutual wellness 
through this covenant that states:

• I agree to abide by the health 
safety plan put forward by the IGRC 
Committee on Annual Conference 
Sessions. This plan states all Annual 
Conference members and visitors will 
abide by safety recommendations 
made by local, state, or federal public 
health officials.

• I understand that conditions and 
recommendations may change before 
the start of Annual Conference, and I 
will pay attention to communications 
from the IGRC with any updates.

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
reach out the Chair of the IGRC Committee 
on Annual Conference Sessions, Rev. Curtis 
Brown: cbrown@igrc.org.

Childcare arrangements at Annual Conference
SPRINGFIELD – On-site childcare will 
not be offered in Peoria during the 2022 
Annual Conference.

Offsite childcare will be provided for K-8th 
graders at the East Bay Mini Bay-Cation 
camp which is happening at the same 
time as Annual Conference. Although the 
camp is listed as grades 3-5, the range of 
grades has been expanded to K-8 for those 
families attending Annual Conference. 

During Annual Conference registration, 
members will be provided a discounted 
registration code so that the camp will 
cost only $125 for registered members. 
East Bay Camp is willing to work with 
members to accommodate their needs 
and drop-off times. More information can 
be found about the camp here: https://
www.eastbaycamp.org/campsessions. 
Specific questions about the camp may 
be addressed to the IGRC Coordinator of 
Camping & Retreat Ministries, Rev. Nancy 
Lane: nlane@igrc.org.

For younger children, their adults may 
choose to use the online participation 
in Annual Conference or their regular 
childcare providers.

The change was the result of a survey of 
those who have used Annual Conference 
childcare in recent years. 

The Committee on Sessions recognizes 
that these are not perfect solutions. With 
the option to participate online none of 
our surveyed members indicated that 
providing on-site childcare was absolutely 
necessary for their participation in Annual 
Conference. The Committee on Sessions 
will continue to evaluate and plan for 
the best ways to support our members 
needs for childcare and balance those 
with available resources. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to reach out the 
Chair of the IGRC Committee on Annual 
Conference Sessions, Rev. Curtis Brown: 
cbrown@igrc.org

A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E
N E W S

   

Schedule:
 10:00 Arrivals & registration;  
  camp scavenger hunt begins!
 10-11:30 Activities of your choice:  Archery, “Hidden Gems”  
  staff led tours; self-guided runs/walks and facility  
  exploration; and coffee and conversation 
 10-1:00 Camp Store Open   
 12 noon Lunch
 1:00 Camp Fire & S’mores
 1:30 Worship (Revs. Mike & Beth Fender leading at LG,  
  and Rev. Brennan Hurley leading at EB)
 2:00 Sending Forth 

April 23 @

May 7 @

OF THE IGRC OF THE UMC

Summer Camp registrations 
completed at an open house 
will receive a $25 discount 

and a camp surprise!

For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things 

he planned for us long ago.    —EPHESIANS 2:10

SUMMER CAMP
Sneak-a-Peek 

For all those who love camp!

Reservations: 
Want to reserve your 
free lunch and S’more?
  Contact Lea Schuler, 
  Camping Operations Manager  
  lschuler@igrc.org or 309-365-7531  

 

UNITED MEDIA  
RESOURCE CENTER

Four-session DVD studies available to borrow from the UMRC!
Items can be sent to your church or home address and can be requested 
from the online catalog: www.igrc.org/umrc or by email: umrc@igrc.org

No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744

Books/DVDs:
#102134    Before Amen: The Power of a Simple Prayer (Max Lucado)
#104084    Defying Gravity: Break Free from the Culture of More (Tom Berlin)
#106067    Faith of a Mockingbird (Matt Rawle)
#107098    Grace-Full Life: God's All-Reaching, Soul-Saving, Character- 

Shaping, Never-Ending Love (Jorge Acevedo and Wes Olds)
#108055    Hollywood Jesus (Matt Rawle)
#110046    Jesus Apprentice: Doing What Jesus Did (Jeff Kirby)
#116112    Proverbs: Pathways to Wisdom (Dominick Hernandez)
#119136    Salvation of Doctor Who (Matt Rawle)
#123052    Why? Making Sense of God's Will (Adam Hamilton)

UMRC

REGISTER AT:
http://www.igrc.org/bishopsopen2022

2 0 2 2

B I S H O P ’S

O P E N

SAVE 
THE DATE!

ADVANCE 6960
PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT 
OUR CONFERENCE OUR KIDS

May 20th
FORE OUR KIDS

Correction
In the February 2022 issue of The Current, which featured the story of Rev. Dr. E. 
Stanley Jones and the United Christian Ashrams International, there was a reference to 
Anne Mathews-Younes, who is the author of a book on Jones associate Mary Webster. 
The article reported incorrectly that Mathews-Younes had died in 2021.

Anne Mathews-Younes is still alive and actively working on reprinting Dr. Jones’ books 
and working on connecting with people around the world who are interested in Dr. 
Jones’ ministry.

2021 Journal-Yearbook posted online
SPRINGFIELD – The 2021 Journal-Yearbook is posted online 
for your viewing and reference at: https://www.igrc.org/2021-
journal-yearbook or you can access the link via the 2022 Annual 
Conference link on the IGRC Homepage.

The proof of the Journal-Yearbook has been sent to the printers 
for print copies and the duplicators for the CD copies. It 
will be 4-6 weeks before the final products are available for 
distribution. 

Given that reality, print copies and CD's will be distributed to those that attend in-
person during the 2022 Annual Conference. For those joining online, these materials 
will be mailed.

HOLSTON BEARD RINGENBERG
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www.pasbf.org 217-529-3221
Serving those who have served us.

 
1. Send your resume and cover letter to  

search@emdconsulting.com before APRIL 21.
2. Complete a 5 minute behavioral assessment at this 

https://assessment.predictiveindex.com/bo/o1f/PASBFpd.  

To Apply:

To cover you better,  
applications are now being accepted for

Program Director
The selected individual will manage, strengthen, and grow programs that 
serve 1,200 people, supervise a program staff of 4-5 people, and serve on 
the agency’s leadership team.  

PASBF seeks candidates  
who are: 

• Passionate about support for  
retiring and retired UMC clergy,  
their spouses, & dependent children

• Excited to work with a team of 
dedicated program staff

• Knowledgeable about programs 
and interventions for seniors

• Able to strengthen current and 
develop new programs

• Proactive, takes initiative

• Enthusiastic about working in a 
faith-based environment

Position Details:
• Full-time, exempt

• Works remotely from home, with 
regular attendance at the office in 
Springfield, IL

• Occasional travel throughout 
southern and central Illinois

• A valid driver’s license and reliable 
personal transportation are required

• Starting annual salary  
of $65,000-70,000

• Benefits: health, retirement, paid 
time off, mileage reimbursement

When you retire, feel secure  
under our umbrella of  protection.

Preachers' Aid Society and Benefit Fund's sole mission is to care for 
the retired clergy, spouses, and surviving spouses from the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference. We accomplish this mission through several different 
ministries:

• $1.5 million to purchase Medicare Supplement Plan
• Assistance in Researching Medicare Part D Plans
• $500 Thousand Medicare Part D Benefit
• Clergy Assistance Program for Retirees and Spouses
• Virgin Pulse Health Care Miles for the Retirees/Spouses
• Fellowship Groups, Fall Banquets, Seminars, Pastoral Care
• Presence at Funerals and Presentation of Grave Markers 
• Hearing Aid and Dental Loan Programs
• Financial and Estate Planning
• Advocates for Retirees and Spouses

PASBF also helps active clergy plan for retirement.  
Ministries for active clergy include:

• Pre-Retirement Seminar
• Pulpit Supply
• Consecration Sunday 

Leadership

• Fundraising Education
• Financial Planning Education
• Financial and Estate Planning

Our organization is very unique to our denomination 
and one of the greatest perks of IGRC!

We’ve got you covered!


