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‘WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN TO MY CHURCH?’

DEATHS
(Editor’s note: Postcards with death announcements 
were discontinued earlier this year. Memorial gifts 
may be made to Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit 
Fund, a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization that 
supports clergy of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.
All donations are 100 percent tax deductible. To 
donate online, visit: https://www.pasbf.org/
donate/ and make your donation by credit card. You 
may also donate by check by sending your donation 
to: Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund, P.O. Box 
19207, Springfield IL 62794-9207).

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. 
Norman E. Mendell, 80, died 
April 19 in Peoria.

Rev. Mendell served 26 years of 
active ministry, retiring in 2007 
from Athens. He has continued 

serving for 14 years in retirement and was pastor of 
Galesburg: Faith at the time of his death.

For a complete obituary, visit:  https://www.
haskellfuneral.com/obituaries/Rev-Norman-
E-Mendell?obId=24618642

Rev. Norman E. Mendell Obituary - Visitation & 
Funeral Information

Haskell Funeral & Cremation Services - Princeville 
Phone: (309) 385-4414 | Fax: (309) 385-2583 304 N. 
Walnut Street, Princeville, Illinois, 61559

www.haskellfuneral.com, where condolences may 
be left for the family. 

Jane F. Price,  86, widow of the Rev. Wolford C. 
Price, died April 18 in Bloomington.

The Prices served 37 years in active ministry in 
the former Central Illinois Conference, retiring from 
Washburn-Lowpoint in 1989. Rev. Price died Jan. 
20, 2013.

No funeral service is planned.

Condolences may be sent to a son, Carleton Price, 
P. O. Box 1671, Bloomington, IL  61701-1671.

Norman Fechtig,  85, died 
April 15 in Carmi.

Mr. Fechtig was a member 
of Carmi First UMC, having 
previously been a youth leader 
at Carmi Emmanuel UMC. A 

school administrator and owner of Fechtig Feed 
and Livestock, he also served several years as 
a supply pastor at Galatia UMC. His brother, C. 
William Fechtig served as pastor for many years at 
Big Prairie-Maunie-Concord UMC’s prior to retiring 
in 2002. He died in 2013.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
campbellfuneralservices.com/obituary/
Norman-Fechtig where condolences may be left 
for the family.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. 
Dowain V. McKiou, 95, died 
April 3 at The Villages, Fla.

Rev. McKiou served 37 
years of active ministry in 
the former Southern Illinois 

Conference. In addition to serving the former 
East St. Louis Faith, Chester and Belleville Signal 
Hill, Rev. McKiou was an associate director of 
the Conference Council on Ministries and later, 
the Director of Administrative Services. His final 
eight years of ministry was serving as Executive 
Director of the United Methodist Village.

The question was motivated by 
both concern and fear. She told me 
that she had been a Methodist all her 
life and had no desire to change de-
nominations.  I did my best to explain 
our current Methodist dilemma and 
to assure her that no one was going to 
force her out of her church and that at 
the current time, there was no reason 
for any United Methodist church to 
disaffiliate.

Anxiety, fear, and worry are key 
building blocks in the assault arsenal 
of our enemy. Anxiety, fear, and worry 
contribute to the growing sense of 
hopelessness that is eating away at 
the very fabric of our society and our 

denomination. The enemy continues to 
sow seeds of doubt, doom, and de-

struction because of a hatred for Jesus Christ and all those 
claiming allegiance to the Kingdom of God. The United 
Methodist family is in a state of confusion and disarray 
that continues to keep us sidetracked from our primary 
mission of sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.

It is amazing how Christians so quickly and easily 
join in fighting one another while ignoring the real en-
emy. Jesus, just as he wept over Jerusalem, is surely weep-
ing over his dysfunctional, disjointed, divided body.  One 
of the last earthly prayers of Jesus, prior to his crucifixion, 
was a prayer for our unity.  Jesus is committed to assisting 
us in achieving wholeness, health, and vitality. Jesus has a 
vested interest in our unity.

I pray for our pastors and lay leaders that they will be 
“a non-anxious presence pointing people to the hope that 
is ours in Jesus Christ.” Leaders set the pace!  Perhaps if 
we, as leaders, spent less time on Facebook and more time 
on our faces pleading the promises of HIS BOOK, we will 
begin to see our constituents become filled with the air of 
Holy Spirit potential rather than being drained by disap-
pointment and despair.  Jesus encourages us to put the 
light on a lampstand and not hide it under a bowl.

The future of “our church” is up to us.  The future 
of our Annual Conference is up to us. We can passively 
throw up our hands and throw in the towel of surrender 
or we can recognize this moment for what it is; an oppor-
tunity to showcase the power of our resurrected Lord!

It was early in the morning while it was still dark that 
God dispatched an angel to roll the stone away. The same 
power that raised Jesus from the dead can raise a denomi-
nation that is limping along on life support.  

Don’t point fingers, don’t blame others, don’t give in 
to fear. Faith has always been the answer that quells fear 
and turns darkness into light.  The CHURCH belongs to 
Jesus Christ. We are his body, and he will always care for 
his body. The United Methodist expression within his 
body will be okay if we put Jesus first. I am convinced that 
churches that keep Jesus at the center will emerge trium-
phant.  I read the back of the book and WE WIN!

What’s going to happen to “our church?” Well, it 
depends on you and your commitment to trust Jesus, fol-
low his footsteps, and to pray for a fresh outpouring of his 
Holy Spirit. Faith defeats fear every time.

God bless, 
Bishop Beard
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DEATHS CONTINUED ON ADJACENT PAGE

APPOINTMENTS
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard appoints 
the following:

Darla Holden to Watseka-Milford—Woodland, 
Iroquois River District, effective July 1. 

Janice Louise Ringenberg to Secor, Vermilion 
River District, ¼ time, effective July 1.

Terry Evans to Robinson: First, Embarras River 
District, effective July 1.

Therese Melena to Union Chapel, Kaskaskia River 
District, effective July 1.

Roger Boyd to Lawrenceville First-Billett, 
Kaskaskia River District, ¾ time, effective July 1.Rev. 
Boyd is a clergy member of the Free Methodist 
Church.

Juan Angel Rosales to Albion-Bethel, Kaskaskia 
River District, effective July 1.
Justin Iverson to Mascoutah: Bethel, Mississippi 
River District, effective Aug. 1. He is a clergy member 
of the Dakotas Conference.

James Whitaker to Neoga-Etna-Toledo, Embarras 
River District, effective July 1.

Connor Morrison to Abingdon, Spoon River 
District, effective July 1.

Lisa Unger to Cambridge, Spoon River District, 
effective July 1.

Ted Alan Hartley to Peoria: Northwest, Illinois 
River District, ½ time, effective July 1.

Robert Alan Herath to Eureka, Illinois River 
District, and Roanoke, Vermilion River District, 
effective July 1.

Braden Parks to Rochester, Sangamon River 
District, effective July 1.

Deepak Holkar to Viola-Preemption, Spoon River 
District, effective July 1.

Tabitha Nelson to Cisco, Sangamon River District, 
effective July 1.

Kara Berg to Winchester, LaMoine River District, 
effective July 1.

James Fielder to Danville: St. James Associate, 
Iroquois River District, effective May 15.

James Lambert to Mt. Moriah, Cache River 
District, ¼ time, effective Feb. 1.

Supply not appointed
Gail Meyers, to Tolono-Sadorus, Iroquois River 
District, ¾ time, effective July 1. 

Change of status
Betty Lee Henson, discontinuation of 
appointment, LaMoine River District, effective 
May 31. She previously served Ashland-Peter 
Cartwright.

Lester Graham to Dahlgren and Broughton UMC’s, 
effective July 1.

James Peak, Jr., discontinuation of appointment, 
Kaskaskia River District, effective June 30. Rev. 
Peak previously served Mt. Vernon: Wesley-Union 
Chapel.

Brad Henson, discontinuation of appointment, 
Kaskaskia River District, effective June 30. Rev. 
Henson previously served Albion-Bethel.

Tony Loyd, discontinuation of appointment, 
Kaskaskia River District, effective June 30. Rev. 
Loyd previously served Bethel-Clay City-Harmony.

Jonas Hamilton, discontinuation of appointment, 
Kaskaskia River District, effective June 30. He 
previously served Lawrenceville First-Billett.

Jim Aniol, withdrawal/surrender of credentials, 
effective March 6. He previously served Cambridge 
in the Spoon River District as a provisional elder.
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Taylorville First travels long, winding road with new addition, upgrades and 
renovations.

Photos courtesy of Taylorville First UMC

BY PAUL BLACK

GALESBURG – Bishop Frank J. Beard, in con-
sultation with the Spoon River District Committee on 
Superintendency, has appointed the Rev. Michael J. 
Crawford as district superintendent, effective July 1.

Crawford will succeed the Rev. Stephen Grana-
dosin, who along with his wife, Cecilia, are planning 
to relocate to Texas to be near family. Both were ap-
pointed to their current sites of ministry in 2017 – Stephen 
to the Spoon River District superintendency and Cecilia – to 
Peoria: Forrest Hill UMC.

“Rev. Mike Crawford has proven himself to be a very valu-
able member of the IGRC leadership team and has excelled in 
his work as the Coordinator of Congregational Development,” 
said Bishop Beard in making the announcement. “Rev. Craw-

ford is a forward thinker with tremendous skills of 
strategic planning and insight. He has assisted the 
Cabinet for the past two years as our coordinator/
implementor of Strength Finders. Strength Finders is 
used in the appointment process to match pastors and 
churches. Reverend Crawford’s work in this area over 
the last two years has given him experience with the 
Cabinet and the Extended Cabinet.”

Bishop Beard also noted, “Rev. Crawford has analytical 
assessment skills and a wealth of experiences that have proven 
to be significantly valuable to the Cabinet. I appreciate the hard 
work ethic, the commitment to integrity, and the openness to 
explore new and emerging ideas.”

CRAWFORD APPOINTED SPOON RIVER DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
Crawford spoke of the role the Conference has played in his 

faith and ministry.
“The Illinois Great Rivers Conference has done much to 

nurture my faith and that of our family,” he said. “We have come 
to know IGRC as our ‘home church.’ I hope through my serving 
IGRC churches in this role that I can encourage churches to live 
into God’s call for their next season of ministry.”

Working closely with the Congregational Development Com-
mittee, the IGRC Personnel Committee will begin a search pro-
cess for the next Coordinator of Congregational Development.

Bishop Beard has also announced that Rev. Crawford’s instal-
lation will be a part of the Opening Worship at the 2022 Annual 
Conference at 10 a.m. June 9. “I am thrilled about his appoint-
ment and welcome him as a full member of the IGRC appointive 
Cabinet,” he said.

Mike Crawford
Crawford, 61, is a graduate of Staunton High School and 

Trinity College in Deerfield where he received his bachelor’s de-
gree in Biblical Studies and Trinity Evangelical Divinity School.

He has served as pastor of Mineral, Owaneco-Buckeye, associate 
at Galesburg: First, co-pastor with his wife, Patty Johansen at Roch-
ester and at East Moline: Christ. He was appointed Acting Director 
of Congregational Development Jan. 16, 2003, later a part-time con-
sultant with Congregational Development and two years as associate 
director of congregational development before assuming the role of 
Coordinator of Congregational Development July 1, 2006.

His wife, Patty Johansen, currently pastor of Quincy: Ver-
mont Street UMC, will be retiring July 1. They are the parents of 
two grown children, Kara and Mark Crawford (wife: Andrea), 
pastor of Onarga-Gilman-Ashkum UMC’s; and grandparents of 5 
½-month-old Levi Rios Crawford. 

DEATHS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/belleville-
il/dowain-mckiou-10695422 where condolences 
may be left for the family.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Dowain V. McKiou, 95, 
died April 3 at The Villages, Fla.

Kenneth Oliver Crawford, 92, 
a former lay member to annual 
conference from Pekin Grace 
UMC, died April 3 in Pekin. He is 
the father of IGRC Coordinator 
of Congregational Development, 
the Rev. Michael J. Crawford.

His funeral will be 10 a.m. Friday, April 8 at Pekin 
Grace UMC, with the Rev. Eric N. Swanson officiating. 
Visitation will be from 4 to 7 p.m. at Preston-Hanley 
Funeral Homes and Crematory in Pekin and from 
9 to 9:45 a.m. Friday at the church. Burial will be in 
Glendale Memorial Gardens in Pekin.

Mr. Crawford was well-known in the Conference. 
In 1989, Mr. Crawford was the first layman to be 
awarded the Harry Denman Evangelism Award 
in the former Central Illinois Conference. He 
was elected as a lay General and jurisdictional 
conference delegate in 1992 and a jurisdictional 
conference delegate in 1996. He and his wife, Pat 
coordinated Lay Witness Missions for 25 years, 
including missions in England and New Zealand. He 

served 17 years on the national board of Discover 
God’s Call and 23 years on the board of the John 
Wesley Fellowship of Illinois. 

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
pjstar.com/obituaries/pils0185140 

Condolences may be sent to his son, Rev. Michael J. 
Crawford, 1327 Edinburgh Dr, Quincy 62305-6064. 

Rodney Ferguson, spouse 
of IGRC pastor, the Rev. Anne 
Ferguson, died April 1.

Rev. Ferguson pastors Streator 
First and Grand Ridge in the 
Vermilion River District.

A farewell gathering for Rod will be held at 6 p.m., 
Tuesday, May 3 at the Zion-Benton Moose Lodge, 
located at 41517 N. Sheridan Rd., Zion, IL

Condolences may be sent to Rev. Anne E. Ferguson, 340 
Sylvan Ave., P. O. Box 257, Grand Ridge, IL 61325-0257.

Loraine Ellen Elwood, 93, of 
Lancaster, California passed 
away on Monday, March 28, 
2022. 

Together with her husband, 
the Elwoods served 19 years 

of active ministry in the former Central Illinois 
Conference, retiring in 1991 from Cissna Park-
Rankin. Rev. Elwood was an elder in another 
denomination prior to uniting with The United 

Methodist Church in 1972.  He died Jan. 30, 1997.

Fond memories and expressions of sympathy may 
be shared at www.joshuamortuary.com for the 
Elwood family.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Harry K. Deffley, 96, 
died March 27 in Gaithersburg, Md.

Rev. Deffley served 31 years of 
active ministry in the former 
Central Illinois Conference, 
retiring in 1993 from Auburn. 
His wife, Barbara served as 
administrative assistant for 
the former Springfield (now 

Sangamon River District) for several years. She died 
May 20, 2019.

A memorial service will be held this summer at 
Sugar Creek UMC.

Condolences may be sent to daughter, Mary 
Kurfess, at 1708 Justin Dr., Gambrills, MD  21054.

Memorial services
A joint memorial service celebrating the lives of 
Rev. Merlin and Jeannine Schendel will be held 
at 11 a.m. April 30 at Springfield First UMC.

Rev. Schendel, 87, died Dec. 4, 2021, and Jeannine 
Schendel, 89, died March 5, in Leesburg, Fla.

Condolences may be sent to a son, Mark Schendel, 
715 Surrey Pl., Leesburg, FL  34748.
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Our Conference, Our Kids www.embraceocok.org
Advance Special #6960

We are in the afterglow of Easter celebrating the 
difference that Jesus’ life and death and glorious resurrection 
makes in our lives!  

This message of God’s love and hope is sufficient for 
this life and the next, and is one that we should share with 
everyone, including the children and families served by our 
five conference agencies.

Our Conference, Our Kids seeks to ensure that the 
Easter message of love and hope is shared by The Baby Fold, 
Chaddock, Cunningham Children's Home, Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House, and Spero Family Services through: “… 
the continued inclusion of Christ-centered spiritual care in their 
healing work.”

SPRINT TO THE FINISH is seeking an offering from 
every church in the conference so that we will reach the 
2.5-million-dollar goal by Annual Conference, June 9-11.

Together we can share the Easter message with at-risk 
children and families for years to come! 

Thank you for helping us SPRINT TO THE FINISH!

Rev. Amanda Richards and  
Rev. Dr. J. Keith Zimmerman, Co-Chairs 
Our Conference, Our Kids Steering Team
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Harvest Girls' Conference
TROY – The Harvest Ministry Girls 
Conference will be Sunday, May 1 
from 3 to 7 p.m. at Troy UMC. This is 
a one-day event for teen girls (6th-
12th grades), their female ministry 
leaders, and/or moms! 

Sue Busler, a retired Air Force colo-
nel, and lay speaking trainer, will be 
the speaker. Members of Harvest will 
lead the worship music.

Girls will participate in experience 
stations (with leaders from around 
the region), and the refreshments 
and dinner. 

Registration is open for this event 
with a group rate available if you 
bring several girls from your church! 

Read more at: https://harvestminis-
tryteams.com/girlsconference/ 

National Day of Prayer
PAWNEE – Pawnee UMC will host 
a National Day of Prayer service on 
Thursday, May 5, from 5 to 7 p.m.

Stations will be set up throughout 
the church that will be on display for 
people to reflect and be in prayer 
and sharing their prayer concerns at 
any of the stations.

There will also be light refreshments 
available in the fellowship hall.

For more information, contact: Rev. 
Bobby Davis at: 618-409-2914 or by 
email at: bdavis_113_99@yahoo.com 
(there are underscores where there 
are spaces in type).

National Day of Awareness 
for Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls
MT. VERNON – The Native American 
International Caucus (NAIC) encour-
ages United Methodists to observe 
the National Day of Awareness for 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Persons.

May 5 is the birthday of Hannah Har-
ris, a Cheyenne woman who went 
missing in 2013.

A prayer gathering will be held at Mt. 
Vernon First UMC at 8 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. Rev. Carol Lakota Eastin, Rev. 
Ken Hayden and members of the Na-
tive American International Caucus 
will join in the gathering.

Across the United States, thousands 
of native women and girls go missing 
each year, and most cases remain 
unsolved. An indigenous woman is 
10X more likely to go missing than 
other persons. Many of these women 

and girls become victims of human 
trafficking.

Then encourage your legislators to 
support actions that will lead to the 
federal government working with 
Tribal Nations to address the dispro-
portionately high number of missing 
or murdered Indigenous people, to 
increase coordination to investigate 
and resolve these cases and ensure 
accountability, and address the un-
derlying causes behind those num-
bers, violence, violent crime, systemic 
racism, economic disparities, and 
substance use and addiction.

United Methodists can raise aware-
ness in their churches and commu-
nities by holding a May 5 event. Red 
dresses hung on the church grounds 
represent those who have gone 
missing.

Designate the month of May as a 
time of prayer for those missing and 
for their families. Mother’s Day is an 
excellent time to lift these women in 
prayer.

Resources can be found at: http://
www.naicumc.com/mmiw-awareness-
-resources 

Rev. Carol Lakota Eastin will be facili-
tating a panel discussion from noon 
to 1:30 p.m. May 5 online. You may 
participate in the webinar by visiting:  
https://www.gatewayhumantrafficking.
org/event-details/in-honor-of-missing-
and-murdered-indigenous-women-and-
girls-mmiwg 

Connecting Neighbors  
online training
SPRINGFIELD – IGRC Disaster 
Response will have an online training 
for Connecting Neighbors May 9-10, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. each night.

This training inspires congregations 
and communities to minimize disas-
ter caused harm to people and prop-
erty and to respond to neighbors in 
helpful, cooperative and caring ways 
on behalf of the church and in the 

spirit of Jesus Christ.

Information from this training comes 
from the knowledge and experience 
gleaned over many years by dedicat-
ed volunteers who have served their 
neighbors on behalf of the church.

Register for the online training at: 
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/CNTrainin-
gonMay910 

Mediation Skills  
Training Institute
GLEN ELLYN – The Lombard Men-
nonite Peace Center is returning to 
in-person training with its Mediation 
Skills Training Institute Aug. 1-5 at 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church in Glen 
Ellyn.

This workshop is designed for pas-
tors and other church leaders who 
want to learn how to deal more 
effectively with interpersonal, con-
gregational, and other forms of group 
conflict. Participants will acquire 
knowledge and skills that will help 
them guide their congregations 
towards greater unity of spirit and 
purpose. More specifically, this work-
shop will help participants to:

• View conflict not merely as 
something negative but as a 
positive opportunity for healing 
and growth

• Place mediation skills within the 
context of family systems theory

• Practice conflict transformation 
skills in a variety of settings, 
including church, home, school 
or office

• Help their congregations model 
the unity and singleness of 
purpose that should characterize 
the body of Christ

Read more and register by visit-
ing: https://lmpeacecenter.org/
all-events/ or download a brochure 
at: https://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/47517fd3-57c0-
4555-b0f0-67a243dbd92b.pdf

C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

‘STAY OR LEAVE:’ REFLECTIONS OF A SELF-AVOWED 
PRACTICING WESLEYAN TRADITIONALIST

BY BOB PHILLIPS

Recently my former Asbury 
Seminary classmate, Steve Harper, wrote 
a thoughtful article widely circulated, 
“Parting Words and Words of Witness,” 
published in the April issue of The 
Current. What follows is a response or 

retort but not a rebuttal, since much of what Steve said 
reflects a different understanding of the issues facing The 
United Methodist Church and the dynamics involved 
in the birth of the Global Methodist Church.  I offer a 
response in seven statements.

1. Separation can be bad or it can be good. A bad 
separation is a schism. Like a nasty divorce or civil 
war, the air is filled with name-calling, innuendoes 
on the motives or intelligence of others, anger, 
attorney-driven actions, seizure of assets and win-
lose tactics. 
A good separation is a Methodist mitosis, the 
division of one Wesleyan cell within the body of 
Christ into two (or more) cells. After pangs of birth, 
mitosis produced Methodism from the Church 
of England. The Salvation Army-Wesleyan-Free 
Methodist-AME-AMEZ, CME, Church of the 
Nazarene/holiness bodies and from the latter the 
644 million Pentecostals, currently the largest 
expression of Protestant Christianity on earth all 
came via separation. 
I have noticed some writers consistently use the 
language of schism and divorce to describe the 
birth of the GMC. Other writers consistently use 
“fleeing Pharaoh’s slavery or the forces of darkness” 
to describe the UMC from which they depart. A 
gracious, win-win vision also is possible, and vital.

2. It isn’t about sex. Steve’s article repeatedly 
references LGBTQIA+ issues as the real issue. It is 
an issue but not the main one, despite what secular 
and social media says and lobby groups of left or 
right may insist. 
The only IGRC conference story picked up by 
national media over the previous 3 years has been 
the acceptance of the first ministry candidate with 
a drag queen persona as a candidate for ordination. 
Our conference communications team can point to 
numerous other events but…those are not about sex. 
Consider: The Presbyterian Church USA had 
2.5M members in 2000 and 1.1M today, a nearly 
60 percent decline. The United Church of Christ, 
Episcopal Church and Evangelical Lutheran Church 
are on tracks to functional numerical extinction in 
50 years, and all have modified their teaching on 
sexuality. Lest traditional folks (like yours truly) 
smirk, UM congregations with traditional views 
on sexuality likewise are in sustained decline, even 
in Bible-belt areas, a wee bit slower on the way to 
extinction in the US but clearly on the same path. 
The challenge is not about the sex.

3. Every organization is perfectly aligned to the 
results it gets. A multi-headed wicked problem 
is the demon gnawing at the vitals of the UMC. 
Profound trust deficits, aging members and outdated 
building-locations are issues. Ineffective and 
dysfunctional systems to translate apportionment 
dollars into “maximizing conversions” (which 
historian Ashley Boggan Dreff has stated is the 
purpose of the entire organizational system, along 
with personal and social accountability), bipolar 
theology in which contradictory definitions of 
Christ, and salvation are rationalized in the name 
of ‘think and let think,’ and denial by leadership 
of the above as the US church slowly capsizes in 
America…these are some of the real and deeper 
issues. Like Sears (that closed its last store in 

Illinois in November 2021), we have clung to an 
organizational approach as church that faithfully 
delivers what it is designed to achieve, failure to a 
level that now threatens any meaningful future.

4. Good stuff is happening. The Holy Spirit has not 
yet begun to hum American Pie nor ‘caught the 
last train to the coast.’ Churches have sources of 
life. Renewal movements such as the GMC honor 
neither God nor truth if they suggest everything 
is wrong. Yes, institutionalists honor neither God 
nor truth by whistling past the graveyard (since 
my ordination as deacon in 1972, IGRC is now 
1/3 its former membership). That said, what the 
Spirit is doing in positive ways provides a basis for 
a reformation within and beyond the status quo 
church. Identifying the ways in which the Spirit 
is moving can enable all expressions to affirm and 
continue such ministry amid profound change.

5. Discerning God’s will is Job One.  When I have 
made presentations on the UMC and the GMC, I 
emphasize I have not come to talk anyone into or 
out of the UMC. I know friends and family who will 
remain in the Continuing UMC and will serve and 
witness with integrity. I know friends and family who 
will align with the GMC and will serve and witness 
with integrity. Taking potshots at the intelligence, 
loving spirit or gracious faith of folks who move to 
the GMC is wrong. Verbally dinging folks who will 
remain in the existing denomination as unspiritual, 
compromised or spawn of Satan is wrong. On the eve 
of combat, chaplains tell their Marines or Soldiers 
that the safest place to be is the center of God’s will. 
His will undoubtedly will lead some to go, some to 
stay, some to leave sooner and others later and others 
not at all…and all honoring God.

6. Actively create win-win. The Protocol was a 
masterful effort to have everyone drop their 
weapons and collaborate toward a win-win outcome. 
Now that GC2020 has been essentially canceled 
(we already were going to have GC2024), some 
congregations are leading a separation process 
with attorneys as a first step. Some conferences and 
bishops are seeking to bleed congregations that are 
following conscience into separation that at the least 
will leave them weakened if they are able to jump 
other hoops…none of which the Protocol required. 
Everyone can rationalize reasons and excuses for 
this or that policy or action. ALL parties need to 
realize that there is no win-lose scenario. Both sides 
win, or both sides lose. Choose win.

7. “If you don’t like change, you will dislike 
irrelevance a lot more.” Former Army Chief of 
Staff Shinseki made this point of leadership and it 
applies to both new expressions. Profound change 
will be required for a vigorous Wesleyan Methodist 
Christianity in the US in the 21st century. The 
division will force change that 53 years of inertia 
constantly derailed. 

It will demand the GMC begin Day One with major 
innovation, for any church whose main reason to affiliate 
is related to sexuality issues will have a short shelf life. 
Business as usual within the Continuing UMC will be 
impossible…thank you Jesus! Nothing short of a seismic 
shift of a Methodist mitosis can induce needed change.

Steve Harper, in his last footnote, offers a partial 
sentence acknowledgment of ‘challenges’ that will need 
facing. That needed to be 95 percent of his article. For 
those rooted in God’s will for their church and ministry, 
let the response be, “Change? Bring it on, to the glory of 
God.”

(The Rev. Bob Phillips is retired IGRC clergy and president of 
the IGRC Chapter of the Wesleyan Covenant Association) 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

That Troublesome Ethiopian Eunuch! 
Editor, The Current:
See: Acts 8:27-39, Deuteronomy 23:1-2, Isaiah 53:7-8

He had been where and done what?

He had been to Jerusalem to worship...

Stop right there. Eunuchs can’t do that. They are not allowed!

I know that... but apparently he did not. He was hanging 
around, looking in, asking questions.

Doesn’t he know Eunuchs are commanded not enter the 
temple?

There’s more! On the way home he was reading Isaiah... 
There’s more! He wanted to know about who Isaiah was 
talking about. Himself or someone else.

Wait... there’s more! And Philip interpreted the passage to him.

Be careful... that can get tricky.

Well, I guess! The Eunuch wanted to accept Jesus and be 
baptized right there.

That is NOT permitted! Why would he want to join a 
church where he is not welcome. He was a Eunuch!

Well, that’s not all. There was some water and Philip bap-
tized him. The Eunuch went on his way rejoicing!

Well, I don’t get it. If that story gets around, it ’s just going 
to cause trouble everywhere!

....to be continued

E. Paul Unger
IGRC retired clergy

BY PAUL W. CHILCOTE

My roots are deep in The United 
Methodist Church. 

Like most “preachers’ kids,” I 
went through a period in which 
I questioned my inherited faith 

tradition, but I came through that process with a 
deeper appreciation and love for the UMC and 
all it represents. Ten Reasons Why I’ll Join the 
Global Methodist Church, by Jay Therrell, President 
of the Wesleyan Covenant Association, Florida 
Chapter, has recently made a new appearance 
on Facebook. If you read through that document 
closely, the portrait of the GMC he paints is 
congregational in polity (not connectional), creedal 
in orientation (not oriented around “faith working 
by love”), and essentially exclusive (not inclusive in 
vision, despite its “global” title).

I co-chaired the World Methodist Council/Baptist 
World Alliance Dialogue, and the ten reasons 
document “feels” like something my Baptist 
colleagues may have drafted. I do not mean that 
pejoratively in any way. I love my Baptist brothers 
and sisters, but the UMC offers a different vision 
of Christian faith and practice. What concerns me 
most about this blog is the way in which it diverges 
sharply, in my humble opinion, from a genuinely 
Wesleyan vision.

As May 1 looms large for many of us who are 
United Methodists, here are my five reasons to stay 
in the UMC.

1. The UMC has a wide, gracious, and loving 
embrace. The church I think most people 
yearn for is a community of faith that puts 
love at the very center of its life and vision. 
This openness to all people as unique 
brothers and sisters deeply loved by God 
characterizes the UMC I know. All God’s 
children are invited to put their gifts to use in 
the service of God’s reign of reconciliation.

5 Reasons to Stay in The 
United Methodist Church

REASONS TO STAY CONTINUED ON ADJACENT PAGE

Director of The Wesley Foundation / 
Senior Pastor of Wesley UMC
The Wesley Foundation at the University 
of Illinois and Urbana Wesley United 
Methodist Church is currently recruiting for 
a Director of The Wesley Foundation / Senior 
Pastor of Wesley United Methodist Church.

The deadline for receiving applications is  
May 6, 2022.

 GCFA is working with the Wesley Foundation 
and Wesley United Methodist Church to recruit 
for this position.  If you know of someone who 
might be interested, please have them apply at 
jobs@gcfa.org.

If you have any questions about the open 
position, please contact Cianta Hogan, HR 
Manager at 615-369-2357.

Wesley UMC and Wesley Foundation 
are Equal Opportunity Employers and 
actively seek and encourage applications 
from minorities, women, and individuals 
with disabilities. All offers of employment 
are subject to the applicant successfully 
completing background, reference, and  
other applicable checks.

2. The UMC aspires to be Christ-like in practice. 
Countless surveys over the past decades 
demonstrate that the majority of people in the 
United States view the church as judgmental. 
Jesus gives us a different model of relating 
to the world and others. The UMC seeks to 
cultivate disciples of Jesus who are like him – 
merciful, compassionate, forgiving.

3. The UMC is shaped by a dynamic view of 
scripture. The UMC is strongly biblical in its 
orientation. The Bible is the bedrock upon 
which the faith of United Methodists is built. 
But its view of the Bible is not simplistic; rather, 
like Wesley, it embraces a dynamic conception 
of scripture as the “living Word.” Antithetical 
to literalistic views of scripture, the United 
Methodist view offers a rich, robust, but yes 
scriptural foundation for life in the triune God.

4. The UMC is deeply concerned about growth 
in grace. Not so much invested in believing the 
right things, its primary passion is translating 
God’s love into action in life. It elevates the 
importance of practices of piety, like prayer, but 
also advocates acts of mercy – compassion 
and justice for all. The UMC offers a holistic 
spirituality that refuses to separate the spiritual 
from the concrete realities of life.

5. The UMC is missional in character. The UMC 
does not live for itself, but for others. It is 
missional in its design to partner with God 
in God’s great work of love in the world. Its 
fundamental orientation is outward, spun 
out in the life of the world to wage peace, 
work for justice, and to emulate the “beloved 
community” God desires for all.

(Dr. Paul W. Chilcote is professor of Historical 
Theology and Wesleyan Studies at the Ashland 
University Theological Seminary, Ashland, Ohio. 
He was the keynote speaker on Intentional Faith 
Development at the 2011 Illinois Great Rivers Annual 
Conference).
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L O C A L  C H U R C H 
N E W S

BY BRENNAN HURLEY
Associate pastor, Taylorville First UMC

TAYLORVILLE – As with many important life accomplishments, 
vision and plans play out in unpredictable ways.  Such is the 
story with the FUMC building project in Taylorville.  

Some 25+ years ago, our congregation began to dream of 
improving our current facility constructed in 1919 as well as 
building an adjacent new addition to serve our congregation 
and expand our community outreach. This dream was 
resurrected in 2014 with the formation of a committee called 
MAPP (Ministry Assessment and Planning Process) that 
involved a comprehensive study regarding our church’s future.  

The church received a sizeable gift in 2013 from a family estate 
in memory of their experience at our church many years 
ago, which came to be called the Duncan-Kendrick Ministry 
Fund. This gift enabled our church to seriously contemplate 
our dreams.  The MAPP committee organized their thoughts 
garnered from the study and developed a case for action.  

The conclusions summarized our challenges as we looked 
toward the future.  We found:

• A continued slow decline in church membership and 
finances

• Significant safety and security concerns exist with our 
current building

• Our facility is not easily navigable for aging or physically 
challenged attendees

• Our 103-year-old facility needs the flexibility to serve a 
wide variety of congregational and community needs, 
particularly youth and unchurched.

• The building has no areas for welcoming or bonding

In June 2019, the MAPP team approached the congregation 
regarding upgrading and renovating our existing building as well 
as constructing a new addition.  The congregation overwhelmingly 
approved this project estimated at a cost of $2.5 million.  

Formal architectural drawings were completed, and bids were 
let.  Expectations were that ground might be broken in the 
Spring of 2020.  Then the road got rocky!  The low bid was 
in excess of $4 million, the pandemic hit, in-person church 
services and regular events were interrupted, building materials 
soared, supply chain issues were rampant, and our building 
project was unable to move forward.

In September 2021, the MAPP committee again approached 
the congregation about the lack of progress, pandemic issues, 
and increased costs.  Our members directed that the project 
continue.  A general contractor was hired, sub-contractors were 
locked in, and materials were ordered.  

On March 20, we celebrated our official groundbreaking. The 
project is now underway, and we hope in two years, God 
willing, we will have an upgraded church coupled with a new, 
modern addition.

Whereas the road has been long and winding and filled with 
bumps, our church remains committed to this building project 
and vision below:

• Position FUMC to succeed going forward
• Ensure our facility is safe and secure
• Design a facility well-suited to serve all
• Facilitate and expand ministries
• Energize, excite, and unite all who enter our doors 

The future is unpredictable, but the FUMC is ready to meet the 
challenges ahead to serve our congregation and community.

L O C A L  C H U R C H 
N E W S

BY DAN PERRY

The Rivers of Life Clergy Band—known individually as 
Dan Perry, Mark Doane, Tim Pate, Joe Scheets, and Annelle 
Ruemmler, is once again accepting concert dates following 
a pandemic induced hiatus. “Actually, the pandemic did not 
stop us entirely!” said lead vocalist Dan Perry. “Even during 
the pandemic, we did play a few outdoor concerts. And we 
continued to rehearse and learn new music while observing 
social distancing—masks and all.” 

Those rehearsals paid off as the band rented a recording 
studio and hired a producer to cut a soon to be released CD 
titled “FORGIVEN.” Sales and donations from the band’s 
first CD, “Zealous Love”, have resulted in donations of nearly 
$15,000 to various Mission projects, many of which are 
IGRAC related (Imagine No Malaria, Africa University, and 
Our Conference, Our Kids). Profits from the band’s new CD 
will also be donated to mission projects.

The five pastors, all of whom are ordained United 
Methodist ministers, have been playing together for nearly 
14 years. Their first gig was at the 2008 Annual Conference 
after the Bishop asked Dan’s District Superintendent to 
have him form a band to lead in worship. The group had 
so much fun they decided to continue to play together and 
soon began booking concert dates around the conference. 

In addition to playing in many churches, the band has also 
played several benefit concerts outside of church settings. 
Several revivals have also been a part of the band’s agenda, 
and the group has provided both preaching and music for 
one revival. 

All five minister/musicians agree that music is a great 
gift from God which they feel blessed to share. Each person 
brings a different musical background to the group which is 
reflected in their repertoire which ranges from contemporary 

Christian, to Gospel, to old hymns 
played in new ways, to a little bit 
of country Gospel. Their musical 
closeness is also reflected in the 
bond of friendship they share with 
each other. “We look forward to 
rehearsals just so we can be together,” 
said Joe Scheets. “The gigs are an 
added bonus, and no one enjoys 
playing more than we do!”  

Lead vocalist and rhythm 
guitarist Dan Perry retired from 
full time ministry in 2018, but 

currently serves as Care Pastor at Troy UMC. Mark Doane, 
vocalist and lead guitarist, currently serves Girard and 
Virden UMCs. Drummer Tim Pate retired from full time 
ministry in 2020, but currently serves as the pastor at 
Keyesport UMC. Bass player Joe Scheets retired from full 
time ministry in 2019, but currently serves as Visitation 
Pastor (“and other good stuff ”) at Belleville UMC. 
Keyboardist Annelle Ruemmler currently serves Payson 
UMC.  

Go to the band’s Facebook page (www.facebook.
com/riversoflifeclergyband) for more information and 
upcoming concerts. The Rivers of Life Clergy Band can be 
booked by contacting Dan Perry at riversoflife77@gmail.
com or by calling 618-830-5539.

Springfield Laurel’s Sew n Go provides items to 33 organizations

BY HELEN SPENCER
McDonough County Voice

INDUSTRY – During the season of Lent, 
Industry UMC held “Pack the Pew.” Everyone was 
encouraged to bring food to fill up the pews in order 
to stock the food pantry. 

“This is a great project we are doing,” said 
Pastor Bennett Woods. “It's driven by congregants.” 

The response filled seven church pews and the 
food had to be moved from those pews on Easter 
Sunday to accommodate the Easter worship crowd.

The church started the food pantry two years 
ago at the start of the pandemic, and had six 
families in need right away. The pantry functions on 
monetary gifts from organizations in the area and 
individuals, church member and food donations. 

Photo byMelissa Beard

They say a picture is worth a thousand words, 
but  The Current won’t be disappointed if you 
don’t have that many in sharing your stories of 
transformation with the Conference.

Bishop Frank J. Beard submitted this photo from 
a recent excursion during Holy Week. The Bishop 
landed this mammoth catfish.

What has your church been catching? 
Sometimes it only requires casting one’s nets 
into the water. 

Jesus chose fishermen to be his disciples 
because: they go where the fish are; they don’t 
argue with the fish about the bait and they are 
always glad to share the news of what they 
caught.

Submit your stories and photos to The Current. Do 
not embed photos into a Word document or use 
photos already posted on Facebook. The larger the 
photo, the better the reproduction. Stories can be 
attached Word documents – both of which can be 
emailed to Director of Communication Ministries 
Paul Black at pblack@igrc.org

Taylorville First travels long, winding road with new addition, upgrades and renovations
Education Director / Programming 
Coordinator sought
Taylorville First UMC is seeking an 
Education Director and Programming 
Coordinator.

The successful candidate will oversee, 
develop, and promote the Christian 
education of our congregation (children, 
youth, and adult) through Sunday 
School and various small groups. Works 
under guidance of Lead Pastor seeking 
guidance when appropriate. Flexible 
hours.

Preferred Qualifications:

• United Methodist background 
preferred but not required. Must be 
a practicing Christian.

• Church, work, or volunteer 
experience teaching, developing 
curriculums, and organizing/
facilitation small groups of all ages.

• Strong communication, 
organization, and motivation skills.

Pay: $18 to $20 per hour

Applicants can submit letters and 
resumes of interest to Rev. Brennan 
Hurley at pastorbrennanhurley@gmail.com 

For the third month in-a-row volunteers at the monthly 
Chester Area Christian Food Pantry (CACFP) 
Mobile Market faced inclement weather.  March 23 it was 
rainy, cold and breezy on March 23 as 25 dependable 
volunteers served roughly 73 vouchered automobiles 
at the March 2022 Mobile Market. Visitors to the event 
received bags of fresh apples, potatoes, oranges, 
whipped cream, frozen French fries, a variety bag of 
selected items, frozen chicken legs, mixed vegetable 
boxes and other items.  For the month of February, 
the CACFP served 131 households with 318 individuals.  
The next Mobile Market will be held Wednesday April 
27 at the Cohen Recreation Complex in Chester at 
approximately 8:30 a.m. Shown here volunteers unload 
numerous pallets of food from the St. Louis Area Food 
Bank truck to be distributed to clients.  

Photo by Jim Beers

SPRINGFIELD – A shared interest in sewing for missions 
motivated eight ladies of Laurel UMC to meet in April 
2017 to form the Stitch ‘n Go group. Announcements 
in the church bulletin garnered donations of sewing 
machines, fabric and notions, 
and attracted the interest 
of other ladies interested 
in sewing, missions, and 
fellowship. The group has 
grown, and it ’s not unusual to 
have 20 to 27 in attendance at 
the twice monthly workdays, 
and more who work on projects 
at home. Participants include 
not only Laurel attendees but 
also ladies who have learned 
about SnGo and are looking to 

utilize their talents for missions.

Initially, sewing projects for the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center were the main focus. As additional 
ladies with crocheting and knitting experience joined, 

the projects expanded to make 
items to meet the needs of other 
missions, charities and schools 
within and outside Springfield. In 
2021, the group made and donated 
5,027 items to 21 organizations. 
Since the first SnGo work day, 33 
organizations have been blessed 
with more than 10,000 items!

New participants are always 
welcome. There is a job for 
everyone: sewing, crocheting, 
knitting, cutting, tracing, sorting, 

labeling, plus more. Not only does the group share a 
heart for missions, but also for each other. Friendships 
and connections have been made and grown, and joys 
and concerns are shared by all. Everyone is blessed with 
fun and fellowship as items are made to bless others.

Donations of fabric, thread, yarn, elastic, etc. are always 
appreciated.

The group gathers to work together on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of each month from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m., at Laurel UMC in Springfield. 

For more information, contact Barb Needham, tomndhm@yahoo.com,  
or Marty Dahlquist, dahlquistfam@comcast.net.

THE RIVERS OF LIFE BAND 
ON THE ROAD AGAIN

Pack the Pew –  
that feeds the body  
as well as the soul

PACK THE PEW CONTINUED ON 7
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(Editor’s note: the following is a transcript of a 
sermon preached by IGRC retired pastor Bob Phillips 
for the 2022 Prentice Sermon on April 24 at Benton First 
UMC in the Cache River District. The text of the message 
if from Hebrews 11:1-6 and 12:1-2).

BY REV. BOB PHILLIPS 

The Prentice sermon is an annual message delivered 
at a church in our conference. It deals with the history of 
a local 19th century circuit riding preacher whose ministry 
had a lasting impact on the church and the community. 

There are two dangers in a sermon of this sort. The 
first danger was expressed by a good old boy who was 
annoyed with a fellow who kept bragging about his 
ancestors. Finally the good old boy told the braggart, “You 
remind me of a potato in that the best part of you seems 
to be underground.” I will try to avoid a potato sermon.  

The second danger is not to preach a sermon at all but 
microwave a history lecture on the biography of someone 
who checked out decades ago. While a good sermon can 
involve history, it is not a history lecture and I doubt 
anyone here has come today to hear about Reverend…
Whoever. “Sirs, we would see Jesus”…”Him we proclaim, 
warning all and teaching that that we may present all 
mature in Christ” (John 12:21 and Colossians 1:28). This 
morning you are going to hear a sermon.

So, can anything good come out of Nazareth, or out 
of a Prentice sermon about some long-dead Methodist 
saint? Consider: Have you noticed in the Bible that 
Jesus is never just Jesus? He is Jesus of Nazareth. Paul is 
not simply Paul, he is Paul of Tarsus. As for Elijah the 
Tishbite, don’t even get me going on that one. The point 
is that the great saints of scripture, including supremely 
Jesus the Christ, are never simply named. They are rooted 
in a home and in a family. 

The genealogy of Jesus, traced on the side of Mother 
Mary and Step-dad Joseph, root him in a home and a 
family and a heritage stretching through the centuries. 

There was a time when I had three teenage daughters. 
Suppose one of them brought a guy home on a date. I 
would greet him at the door and ask his name. Suppose 
he said, “My name is Johnny.” I would ask, “Johnny, what 
is your last name?” He replies, “I’m just Johnny.” At that 
point I would turn poet and say, “Well, ‘Just Johnny,’ hit 
the road before I lock and load. And when you come 
up with a last name, bring it with you to the house and 
maybe I’ll open the door.”

A last name says something about a person’s origin, 
upbringing, values and direction. This is not simply 
the Benton Church. It is the Benton United Methodist 
Church. Behind that denominational name, that last 
name, is a history. It is the history of a church that stood 
against slavery when slavery was legal in the land. It is 
the name of a church that called for women’s right to 
vote when women legally could not vote. It is the name 
by which at one point in our nation’s history nearly half 
of all Americans who claimed any church allegiance 
claimed the name of Methodist. It is the name behind 
the motivation that has built schools and hospitals and 
orphanages literally around the world. It is a name 
claimed by 60 million people today and from that name 
birthed everything from the Salvation Army to 644 
million Pentecostals, the largest group of Protestant 
Christians on earth, our spiritual second cousins. 

If pornography is that which promises what is easy 
and pleasurable and exciting and totally unreal, that 
describes a good many church websites. When I go to 
the link, “About us,” the story for lots of these sites is 
pretty much the same. 20 years ago a group of godly 
men (it’s always men, with the women baking cookies 
in the kitchen) gathered in the living room of Joe Bag-
o-doughnuts and were led of God to start a real, gospel-
believing church. That’s it. There’s no last name freighted 
with the living history of faith, such as Catholic, Baptist 
or Presbyterian or Methodist. They seem to have time-
warped directly from Jerusalem in 30 A.D. to the living 

room of good old Joe to bring Jesus to the community. 
They don’t have a last name…only they do have a last 
name, even if they don’t own it.

All churches that gather in Jesus’ name are part of 
that great communion of saints. A variety of biblical and 
theological traditions that have enriched the faith and 
the world and are the branches from which the fruit of 
various churches have formed, even churches that are part 
of a non-denominational denomination. We all have a last 
name. To know it and to live it is the deal. The vision of 
the Prentice sermon is to remind us of the living tradition 
behind our name.

That leads us to Hebrews 11, commonly referred to 
as “God’s Hall of Fame.” Call this chapter the inspiration 
for the Prentice sermon. Several great saints of the Old 
Testament are listed, with snapshots of their stories. In 
mentioning Abel, who offered a faithful sacrifice to God, 
scripture alludes to his murder by his jealous brother Cain 
and adds, “He, being dead, still speaks.” 

In that sense the stories of the circuit-riding preachers 
of old do matter. The stories of the multitude of lay men 
and women, rough and unvarnished and uncouth by 
our standards, matter. These were the people who were 
part of a movement for Christ that shook this nation and 
multiplied 28 times its size in a period of 70 years. The 
circuit riders and local preachers were uneducated by 
modern standards, and mostly came from the 19th century 
version of trailer parks and slums located across the tracks. 

The power that planted and grew a raw and relentless 
faith came and still comes from real people with real 
needs who are looking for a real God. The Benton 
Methodist witness was kindled in part by Braxton 
Parrish, a rough-hewn character with 3 months of 
formal schooling, who also served several years in the 
Illinois legislature and knew and was known by Abraham 
Lincoln. He became a pastor later in life and held that 
official title for just a few years, though his Christian 
witness was marked both by duration and donation to 
the cause of Christ. He died at age 79, not bad when one 
remembers the life expectancy in those days was the late 
20’s. He is buried in the old Veteran’s cemetery here in 
Benton. He, being dead, still speaks.

There is this caution. Not long after the humble 
Bishop Angelo Roncalli was consecrated Pope John XXIII, 
he was at St. Peter’s for an event marked by a procession of 
ornate art and fine garments. A cardinal standing near the 
Pope smugly whispered, “It appears the church no longer 
can say, ‘Silver and gold have I none’ (Acts 3:6). The Pope 
nodded and then replied, “And neither can we say, ‘In the 
name of Jesus, rise up and walk.’” 

The memories and living witness of the Braxton 
Parrish believers return us to basics, a faith without frills 
and without glitter mixed with the burned offerings of 
Ash Wednesday, but rather a faith that ‘moved mountains, 
subdued kingdoms and shut the lion’s mouth.’ Hebrews 11 
is filled with the names of real people with real faith facing 
real challenges with real courage. They, being dead, still 
speak. The caution is to remember them on their terms 
and not scrubbed with modern notions of prissiness.

We have one speech that Braxton Parrish gave locally 
about a year prior to his death in 1875. It was given to the 
local historical society and is posted as part of his name 
and biography at…get this…findagrave.com website. He 
makes mention of his faith, though without the modern 
code words talking about his conversion. He simply said, in 
recounting his younger days and marriage, “I was a recent 
convert to religion.” In those days that was all you needed 
to say. It was his way of saying that he had come to embrace 
Christ, threw himself entirely into the living of that faith…
and still managed to live most of his life as a normal 
person, becoming a ’preacher’ later and only for a while!

Keep in mind that the root meaning of religion 
is, “to bind together.” For the early Methodists it was a 
packaged deal. One threw in with Jesus and with others 
who shared that commitment, all bound together in an 
early Methodist class meeting, or society, or chapel, only 
later called to be called ‘churches.’ You believed with 

others, you worshipped with others, you witnessed with 
others to those not yet alive in Christ. Hebrews 10:24-25, 
verses that ramp up to Hebrews 11, set the stage, “And let 
us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, not neglecting to meet together as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see ‘The Day’ drawing near.” 

Folks, we need fewer converts to ‘Jesus” and more 
converts to religion. That may sound like heresy, 
especially coming from an Asbury Seminary graduate, 
but hear me out. When Jesus is viewed as a concept or 
a detached and strictly personal teddy bear that one 
squeezes for spiritual feelings, neither salvation nor 
discipleship follow. 

When one is converted to religion, as used and 
understood and lived by the likes of Braxton Parrish, 
Jesus becomes central to one’s life as Savior and Lord. 
The great gathering of the family of Jesus, called the 
church, also comes alive with connection and support 
and accountability that transforms a person from a 
strap-hanging ‘member’ to a real deal disciple. So it 
is that the Abraham Lincoln historical website, that 
includes reference to Parrish, includes clear reference that 
whatever else he did or said, this man was a Methodist. 
Only those who are “all in” with a serious case of ‘religion’ 
get described in such ways.

Now what? Hebrews 12 gives us the application for this 
message and for finding meaning in saints such as Braxton 
Parrish. “Since then we are surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin 
that so easily besets us, and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him, endured the cross, despising the same, and is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:1-2).  

Men and women like Braxton Parrish faced incredible 
challenges, poverty, physical danger, and the national 
horror of a civil war that would kill over 600,000 men, 
including my great, great grandfather and three of my 
great, great uncles during service in the Union army.  
They all lived in an era where a far greater percentage of 
Americans then than now belonged to no church and, 
in Wesley’s words, “Had no more religion than a horse.” 
Yet these saints, endured, persevered and overcame. And 
now, seated among the saints in glory, they cheer us on, 
you and me, in the race of faith that is set before us. They, 
being dead, yet speak. It is for us to listen, to heed, and to 
act in the strong name of Jesus, Lord and Savior of us all 
and the only source of ‘real religion.’ 

This is not a creepy truth that we are being watched by 
the dead. It is a reminder that we are being cheered on by 
the saints who fought the good fight, finished their course, 
and kept the faith. Their examples remind us that in all of 
the challenges in life that matter most, others faced them 
first, and endured. Were Braxton Parrish to return this 
morning to the church he helped to start, what might he 
say? What might he do? Listen for his passionate excitement 
about following Jesus and the holy saucy attitude he took 
when living for Christ among so many others who cared 
nothing for faith. See how he sought to connect those 
outside of faith with faith by connecting them with others 
filled with Christ’s contagious love. Notice the absence of 
big words, double-talk, or majoring on minors. 

In such unvarnished passions were the origins in the 
birth of the Benton Methodist Episcopal Church, then 
the Benton Methodist Church, then the Benton United 
Methodist Church. Only by such continued focus and 
commitment will the Benton church endure and thrive.  
We have the words of Braxton Parrish. We have the 
example of Braxton Parrish. Most of all, we have the Lord 
of Braxton Parrish. 

Reclaim his Jesus in this place and in our time and 
watch the resurrection begin anew. As someone once 
said, “From the flame of the past carry the fire, not the 
ashes.” Church, it is time for the fire, which is all the spirit 
or memory Braxton Parrish asks. He, being dead, still 
speaks. Those with ears to hear, use them now.  Amen.

‘REAL RELIGION’: THE FAITH OF REV. BRAXTON PARRISH UMCOR collaborating to relieve the suffering of Ukrainians
ATLANTA, Ga.   – The United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR), a Texas-based humanitarian 
organization focused on Ukraine and Ohio Health are 
collaborating to send 47,895 pounds of medical supplies 
and equipment worth $935,000.00 to two hospitals in 
Kyiv, Ukraine. AEC Parcel Services is handling transport 
of the supplies, which are being sent in three shipments.  

The effort was put together by the Arlene Campbell 
Humanitarian Foundation, headquartered in North Zulch, 
Texas, which has links to health facilities in Ukraine. 
UMCOR is paying specific costs, including transportation, 
of approximately $160,000. Ohio Health, a not-for-profit, 
charitable, health care ministry of The United Methodist 
Church, donated the supplies through a medical surplus 
program. UMCOR put the foundation in touch with 
Ohio Health and opened the door to the United Nation’s 
Logistics Cluster to move the supplies into Ukraine after 
they arrived in Poland from the U.S. via chartered jet.

The first shipment arrived at the State Ukrainian Health 
Ministry Heart Institute in Kyiv on Thursday, April 14, 
2022. The second shipment was shared between the 
Heart Institute and the Center for Pediatric Cardiology 
& Cardiac Surgery Clinic for Children on April 20th. The  
third shipment is scheduled  to follow soon, according 
to Roland Fernandes, general secretary of UMCOR 
and its parent organization, Global Ministries. “UMCOR 
is pleased to facilitate both the procurement and the 
transportation of essential medical supplies to war-
torn Ukraine,” he said. “We multiply our own efforts and 
the generosity of our contributors when we engage in 

creative service partnerships.”

Lena Denman, president of the Arlene Campbell 
Humanitarian Foundation, expressed appreciation of 
UMCOR for its role in the project. “The Foundation is 
honored to receive the support of the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief for our efforts to provide medical 
supplies and medical equipment to the State Ukrainian 
Health Ministry Heart Institute in Kyiv, Ukraine,” she said. 
“This hospital serves not only Kyiv, but also suburbs 
of Kyiv that have experienced mass atrocities. It was 
because of the support of UMCOR and its contributors 
that we were able to arrange transportation for these 
three shipments of vital medical supplies.”

“This is the biggest shipment we have ever had,” said 
Dr. Vitaly Demyanchuk, deputy director of the Ukrainian 
Health Ministry Heart Institute in Kyiv. “Every box 
contains useful supplies that give us the possibility of 
providing high quality medical care to our patients, for 
wounded individuals and others in our area. We thank all 
of the American people. Together we are strong.”

Playing a vital role in the transport of these supplies 
is AEC Parcel Services, a Chicago-based shipping 
company. AEC Parcel's long-established connections 
with key points and customs agencies on the Ukrainian 
border has made them one of the few shipping 
companies still able to deliver regular parcels and aid 
from the U.S. and Canada. When war broke out, AEC 
partnered with several international nonprofits to provide 
greatly reduced overseas shipping costs to Ukraine and 
other affected areas.

Items in the shipments include wound care/triage 
supplies, surgical kits and masks, examination 
gloves, mask respirators, varieties of hospital gowns, 
stethoscopes, sterile containers and basic medicine. 

The Arlene Campbell Humanitarian Foundation, founded 
in 2016, provides medical supplies for hospitals in Kyiv 
and helps facilitate physician training and research 
programs between U.S. and Ukrainian physicians. It 
continues the work of the late Arlene Campbell who in 
1989 started a not-for-profit agency called Russian Relief, 
one goal of which was to supply medical equipment 
and supplies to Ukrainians. The current foundation 
memorializes Ms. Campbell. 

Ohio Health represents 35,000 associates, physicians 
and volunteers, a network of 12 hospitals, more than 
200 ambulatory sites, hospice, home health, medical 
equipment and other health services in 47 counties of 
the state. 

As part of the General Board of Global Ministries, the 
mission and humanitarian assistance agency of The 
United Methodist Church, UMCOR provides relief and 
recovery response throughout the world. UMCOR is 
extensively engaged in services for Ukrainian refugees 
both inside their country and beyond in the wake of the 
Russian invasion of late February 2022. 

To support UMCOR’s continued efforts to offer immediate 
relief and long-term recovery for the war in Ukraine, 
make a gift to Advance #982450.

LANSING, Mich. –  The Executive Team of the Council of Bishops, working 
with the North Central Jurisdiction College of Bishops and the NCJ Committee on 
Episcopacy, has approved a medical leave for up to six months for Bishop Laurie Haller, 
beginning April 1.

Retired Bishop Deborah Kiesey has been assigned to provide episcopal leadership 
in Bishop Haller’s absence. Bishop Kiesey was a clergy member of the Iowa Conference 
when she was elected to the episcopacy in 2004, and she served as resident bishop in the 
Dakota from 2004 to 2012. 

“Her knowledge of these people and these areas will be invaluable for her work,” said 
NCJ College of Bishops President David Bard in making the announcement.

The medical leave is in accordance with ¶410.4 of The Book of Discipline and is part 
of the recovery process for Bishop Haller.

On the morning of Feb. 1, Bishop Haller fell on ice while running, fracturing her 
right wrist and was knocked unconscious. Her concussive symptoms have persisted, 
causing her to request a leave from her responsibilities as bishop.

Bishop Haller was assigned to the Iowa Area following her election as bishop in 

2016. Following the assignment of Bishop Bruce 
Ough from the Minnesota-Dakotas Area, Haller 
has assumed additional episcopal leadership 
responsibilities for the Dakotas, while Bishop 
Bard, a former clergy member in the Minnesota 
Conference, is providing leadership to 
Minnesota.

The current NCJ leadership also includes retired Bishop John Hopkins who has been 
assigned to the Northern Illinois Conference as the regular sessions of Jurisdictional 
Conference have been postponed.

“As current president of the NCJ College of Bishops, I am deeply grateful to Bishop 
Kiesey for her willingness to take on this responsibility, and to the entire College for 
their willingness to be of assistance,” Bishop Bard said. “I know you join me in offering 
prayers of healing for Bishop Haller and prayers of support for Bishop Kiesey.  Please 
also hold the Dakotas and Iowa Conferences and their leaders in prayer during this time 
of interim episcopal leadership.”

BISHOP HALLER GOES ON MEDICAL LEAVE, RETIRED 
BISHOP KIESEY COVERING IOWA, DAKOTAS

KIESEY

“We are always in need of funding, we help people in Industry and 
surrounding communities, such as Vermont, Littleton, Rushville and a 
few in Macomb," Woods said. "We try to work with other food pantries 
in the area so we are not overlapping and are sharing resources.” 

“You don't know what the person next door to you needs. We now 
serve between 20-25 families a week. There's maybe 100 households in the 
community, and we are close to serving a quarter of them,” Woods said.

(Reprinted and updated from a story in the April 1 issue of the 
McDonough County Voice, www.mcdonoughvoice.com).

Pictured: Food Pantry Coordinator Michelle Hite and her husband Nick prepare food for 
families in the community. Industry UMC now serves between 20 and 25 families weekly. 
Photo courtesy of Industry UMC

PACK THE PEW CONTINUED FROM 5

HALLER
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What are the phases of disaster?
Disasters differ in intensity and damage. The severity 
of the damage will determine the amount of volunteer 
and financial assistance necessary and the length 
of each phase. Phases may occur separately or 
concurrently. 

Preparation
PREPARE before a disaster occurs. Preparedness 
should occur on all levels – local, district and 
conference.
a. Local congregations should have a disaster 

response plan. 

b. The district shall have a designated, trained 
District Disaster Response Chair.

c. The conference shall have a Disaster Response 
Coordinator.

d. The conference shall offer regular trainings to 
equip congregations and volunteers. 

Rescue - Emergency 
Much of this phase is the responsibility of local and 
state trained emergency responders. The response of 
the church during this phase should be to account for 
our loved ones, our neighbors, members of our church 
family, the elderly and disabled and all people who 
may need assistance. Local churches often open their 
doors to provide food and shelter. Access into the area 
may be restricted during this time. 

Early Response - Relief 
IGRC Early Response Teams (ERTs) will be deployed 
during this stage. Local congregations may continue 
to provide shelter and feeding for volunteers and those 
living in the damaged area.  Red Cross or Salvation 
Army may assist in providing shelter and food 
during this phase. 

Early Response Teams will be activated to provide 
crisis listening, safe debris removal, temporary home 
repairs such as tarping of roofs and assist homeowners 
in reclaiming personal items. Early Response Teams 
make homes SAFE, SANITARY AND SECURE. Doing 
more than this may affect insurance payments, FEMA 
assistance or create future problems for the home 
owner. Sometimes there is an appeal for general 
volunteers to help. This phase is fast paced. 

The duration the Early Response Phase is 
approximately 10 times longer than the Rescue Phase. 
During this phase there will be a combination of the 
following activities concurrently happening.

a. Coordination with local and state Emergency 
Management Agencies 

b. Damage assessment

c. Debris clean up 

d. Feeding and housing centers 

e. Interfaith and government agencies responding

f. There may be the development of a long-term 
recovery committee.

g. Midwest Mission Distribution Center may be 
available to provide disaster supplies. 

Recovery
This stage is slower paced and detail orientated. 
This phase includes case management, rebuilding, 
advocacy and resource development. A long-term 
recovery committee will prioritize work projects and 
manage the rebuilding. Although each community has 
a different group of people responding with resources, 
recovery often cannot be achieved with local 
resources alone. The Recovery Phase is often 10 times 
longer than the Relief Phase. It may take two years or 
longer to complete. The timeline depends upon the 
level of damage.

1. What is going to be needed to restore the 
community? 

2. What resources are available in each community?

3. How do the local church volunteers fit into the 
recovery plan?

4. Where does IGRC fit into the recovery effort?

D I S A S T E R
R E S P O N S E

D I S A S T E R
R E S P O N S E

What we do
The mission of United Methodist Disaster 
Response in the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference is to provide a caring Christian 
presence in the aftermath of a disaster that 
begins with response and ends with long 
term recovery.

What kinds of disasters  
do we respond to? 
The disaster response effort of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference is primarily 
focused on natural disasters such as 
floods, tornadoes, fires and earthquakes. 
Other disasters, often called “man- made” 
may result from terrorism and domestic 
disturbances or from accidents such as 
chemical spills. Resources of the conference 
could be used to assist individuals and 
families impacted by these disasters as well.

How does IGRC respond  
to disasters?
The Disaster Response Ministries of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference stands ready 
to assist any time disasters are so large that 
the resources of the local community or the 
district are not sufficient to meet the needs. 
This response can take many forms. 

Expert advice can be provided to help the 
local community as they meet immediate 
needs, or as they plan for recovery from 
a disaster, UMCOR kits such as clean-up 
kits and hygiene kits are distributed; and, 
volunteers can also be recruited by the 
conference. 

If you have questions about UMCOR kits 
please email office@midwestmission.org or 
call 217-483-7911. 

Early response teams (ERTs) are deployed 
to assist with clean-up and other tasks 
needed by the community in the period right 
after the disaster (once the area has been 
declared safe by first responders). In the 
long term, UMVIM recovery teams help with 
home repairs or, in some cases, rebuilding 
homes that have been completely destroyed 
during the disaster. In addition, spiritual and 
emotional care teams can provide support to 
individuals and congregations as they cope 
with the loss caused by a disaster.

IGRC disaster response trainings
In order to be prepared for involvement in disaster 
response, volunteers must be trained. Because the 
ministry is so diverse, there are a variety of training 
events designed to utilize individual gifts for particular 
aspects of disaster response ministry.

Here is a snapshot of the various trainings and 
upcoming training events that are being offered:

Foundations for Disaster Ministry
This three-hour training provides an overview and 
answers the questions:

• Why engage in disaster ministry?

• What are the functions and opportunities for 
volunteers

• What are our mission and values?

Early Response Trainings
Train to be a part of a team that offers a caring 
Christian presence as you participate in safely 
cleaning up and securing disaster-damaged homes 
and property. This training covers guidelines to be 
productive and caring while causing no further harm 
or being a burden to the affected community. A 
background check is required to participate in Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference Early Response Teams.

A basic training is eight hours for Early Response Team 
members. The certification is subject to a four-hour 
re-certification.

A September 2022 Early Response training is 
being planned at East Bay Camp. Visit: www.igrc.
org/disasterresponse for the latest information as it 

becomes available. A re-certification class has been 
scheduled online for Oct. 17-18 from 6 to 8 p.m. each 
evening. 

200 Level Early Response Trainings include: 2 hours 
for team leaders, 2 hours for cleaning flooded homes, 
2 hours for on-site management, 3 hours for site 
assessment and 2 hours for wildfires.

Connecting Neighbors
These modules help congregations and communities 
prepare to help neighbors in helpful, cooperative 
and caring ways by identifying ways to engage local 
congregations, communities and faith-based partners 
in preparedness. 

The training includes two hours in Ready Churches, 
2 hours in Ready Congregants and 2 hours in Ready 
Response 

The next Connecting Neighbors training is online May 
9-10, from 6 to 8 p.m. each evening. Register now by 
visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/CNTrainingonMay910  
Additional sessions are being planned for Aug. 1-2 and 
Nov. 14-15.

Spiritual and Emotional Care
This seven-hour training provides an overview 
of the ministry of presence with an emphasis on 
compassionate listening for those affected by the 
disaster and IGRC teams working in the damaged 
areas. Pastors, trained counselors, social works and 
those trained in Stephen Ministries are suggested 
participants for this training. A background check is 
required.

ADVANCE NUMBERS  
TO REMEMBER
Conference Disaster Response Fund, 
Conference Advance #6800 –  
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
DisasterResponseMinistry 
Donations to the Conference Disaster 
Response Fund provides resources for the 
Conference Disaster Response Ministry 
including direct support to affected disaster 
areas.

The United Methodist Committee on Relief 
also has two general disaster response 
Advance numbers. Persons giving to these 
may designate a specific area of need.

United States Disaster Response,  
Advance #901670 –   
https://umcmission.org/advance-
project/901670/ 

When responding to a disaster in the United 
States, UMCOR works with the conference 
disaster response ministries to provide the 
following:

• Financial assistance – emergency grants 
may be sent when a bishop of the 
affected conference contacts UMCOR;

• Expertise – UMCOR’s disaster-response 
experience and knowledge are made 
available to those in need;

• Networking – connections with 
volunteers, experts, local government, 
and other organizations can help 
communities recover from disaster.

International Disaster Response –  
Advance #982450 –  
https://umcmission.org/advance-
project/982450/ 

When a natural or human-caused disaster 
strikes outside of the United States, UMCOR 
serves as the primary channel for United 
Methodist assistance. In the short-term, 
UMCOR provides funds to our partners to 
distribute food, hygiene supplies, shelter and 
other basic needs to ease human suffering. 
In the long-term, we work with local partners 
towards recovery and reconstruction.

In its programming approach, UMCOR 
adheres to Sphere Minimum Standards in 
humanitarian response and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross Humanitarian 
Code of Conduct. UMCOR works through 
capacity building efforts and accompaniment 
to support that partners do the same.

Remember: 100 percent of your giving 
to disaster response goes to the 
affected areas you designate. Due to the 
generosity of United Methodist through 
UMCOR Sunday (formerly the One Great 
Hour of Sharing), one of the Special 
Sundays of the church, the administrative 
overhead is financed so that donations 
are not diminished by these costs.

Guidelines for collecting after a disaster
In consultation with the designated local disaster 
response collection headquarters, various items 
may be requested to distribute to those affected 
by a disaster. These items will be collected and 
delivered to a designated location to be sorted and 
distributed. 

A local United Methodist Church may provide 
space for the donation of requested items. Pre-
determine if enough space is available and when 
items may be delivered. 

NEVER COLLECT CLOTHING. Collecting clothing 
often leads to piles of unwanted clothing that must 
later be discarded. This also creates an impossible 
sorting and storage challenge. Gift cards to replace 
clothing items are preferable and also restores a 
sense of personal dignity for those directly affected 
by the disaster. 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center, located in 
Chatham, is an official depot of United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR). This center accepts 
volunteer teams throughout the year and from 
the United States to assemble UMCOR disaster 
relief kits as well as kits developed by MMDC. 
For the complete list of available items please go 
to the MMDC website www.midwestmission.org. 

Request for and delivery of MMDC items must be 
coordinated through the conference office.

The following commonly collected items may also 
be donated following a disaster:

• Bottled Water
• Work Gloves
• Baby Formula
• Energy Drinks
• Rakes/Shovels
• Jars of Baby Food
• Canned Food 
• Heavy Duty Trash 

Bags 
• Diapers (All sizes)

• Boxed Cereals 
• Tarps for Roofs
• Hygiene Items
• Pet Food
• Cleaning Supplies
• Paper Supplies
• Snack Items 
• Flashlights 
• Batteries

• A variety of gift cards to donate to affected 
families is always useful (local retailers, 
restaurants, gas cards, building suppliers, 
pharmacies and etc.)

Do not assume any of the potentially donated items 
are automatically needed. Always verify the list with 
the disaster operations center or local authorities 
before beginning a collection of items and/or gift 
cards.

CONTACT US
Rebecca Klemm
IGRC Disaster Response Coordinator
Phone: 708-707-7648
Email: rklemm82@gmail.com

Curt Franklin
Coordinator of Mission and Outreach
Phone: 217-494-0417
Email: cfranklin@igrc.org

Christy Blickensderfer
Assistant to the Director of Connectional 
Ministries
Phone: (217) 529-2473
Email: cblickensderfer@igrc.org

Gene Wright
Midwest Mission Distribution Center
Phone: (217) 416-1306
Email: gene@midwestmission.org  
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C O N F E R E N C E
A P P O R T I O N M E N T S
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Paid
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RECEIPTS AS OF MARCH 31, 2022*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 25% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

C O N F E R E N C E
A P P O R T I O N M E N T S

CACHE RIVER DISTRICT       
Anna UMC $2,140 33% $1,052 33% $3,192 33%
Belknap UMC $309 25% $153 25% $462 25%
West Eden UMC $219 25% $108 25% $327 25%
Benton First UMC $2,408 17% $1,184 17% $3,592 17%
Broughton UMC $540 50% $264 50% $804 50%
Cache Chapel UMC $456 25% $225 25% $681 25%
Olmsted UMC $483 25% $237 25% $720 25%
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Mounds UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Carbondale First UMC $13,104 25% $6,441 25% $19,545 25%
Carbondale Grace UMC $750 5% $750 10% $1,500 7%
Carmi Emmanuel UMC $2,748 25% $1,350 25% $4,098 25%
Carmi First UMC $2,100 19% $900 17% $3,000 18%
Carrier Mills First UMC $3,045 25% $1,497 25% $4,542 25%
Carterville First UMC $2,238 25% $1,101 25% $3,339 25%
Cedar Grove UMC $1,842 25% $906 25% $2,748 25%
Pittsburg UMC $192 25% $96 25% $288 25%
Concord UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Crab Orchard UMC $660 25% $324 25% $984 25%
Cross and Flame Ministries UMC $2,500 9% $2,500 18% $5,000 12%
Cross Road UMC $963 25% $474 25% $1,437 25%
Crossville UMC $2,472 25% $1,215 25% $3,687 25%
McHenry UMC $873 25% $429 25% $1,302 25%
Cypress UMC $183 25% $90 25% $273 25%
Luther's Chapel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Dahlgren UMC $417 25% $204 25% $621 25%
DuQuoin UMC $2,249 25% $1,473 33% $3,722 27%
Eddyville UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Eldorado First UMC $1,740 25% $855 25% $2,595 25%
Wesley Chapel UMC $327 25% $162 25% $489 25%
Energy UMC $152 8% $75 8% $227 8%
Enfield UMC $432 25% $213 25% $645 25%
Wesley Chapel UMC $240 15% $135 17% $375 16%
Webb's Chapel UMC $267 25% $132 25% $399 25%
Equality UMC $477 25% $234 25% $711 25%
Ridgway UMC $225 25% $111 25% $336 25%
Shawneetown Emmanuel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Fountain UMC $294 25% $144 25% $438 25%
Galatia UMC $101 9% $49 9% $150 9%
Raleigh UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Glendale UMC $804 25% $396 25% $1,200 25%
Powers UMC $657 25% $324 25% $981 25%
Golconda First UMC $1,011 25% $498 25% $1,509 25%
Cave In Rock UMC $334 17% $164 17% $498 17%
Goreville UMC $2,439 25% $1,200 25% $3,639 25%
Creal Springs UMC $747 25% $366 25% $1,113 25%
Grand Tower UMC $393 25% $192 25% $585 25%
Wolf Lake UMC $456 25% $225 25% $681 25%
Ware UMC $396 25% $195 25% $591 25%
West Frankfort Antioch UMC $702 25% $345 25% $1,047 25%
West Frankfort Central UMC $298 25% $148 25% $445 25%
Harrisburg First UMC $6,279 25% $3,087 25% $9,366 25%
Herrin UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Johnston City UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Stiritz UMC $579 25% $285 25% $864 25%
Jonesboro UMC $396 25% $195 25% $591 25%
Walnut Grove UMC $213 25% $105 25% $318 25%
Joppa UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Karnak UMC $897 25% $441 25% $1,338 25%
Macedonia UMC $210 25% $102 25% $312 25%
Marion Aldersgate UMC $12,798 25% $6,291 25% $19,089 25%
Marion First UMC $4,188 25% $2,058 25% $6,246 25%
Maunie UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
McLeansboro First UMC $4,002 25% $1,968 25% $5,970 25%
Metropolis First UMC $6,348 25% $3,120 25% $9,468 25%
Mount Moriah UMC $282 25% $138 25% $420 25%
New Burnside UMC $420 25% $207 25% $627 25%
Taylor UMC $450 25% $222 25% $672 25%
Norris City UMC $2,733 25% $1,344 25% $4,077 25%
Shiloh UMC $420 25% $207 25% $627 25%
Olive Branch UMC $801 25% $393 25% $1,194 25%
Tamms UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Pinckneyville UMC $4,215 25% $2,073 25% $6,288 25%
Pleasant Grove UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Rosiclare UMC $2,280 100% $1,116 100% $3,396 100%
Sesser First UMC $1,080 25% $531 25% $1,611 25%
Valier UMC $306 25% $150 25% $456 25%
Sunfield UMC $2,314 26% $1,137 26% $3,451 26%
Greenwood UMC $747 25% $366 25% $1,113 25%
Tate's Chapel UMC $207 8% $102 8% $309 8%
Vergennes Faith UMC $198 7% $98 7% $296 7%
Vergennes Wesley UMC $759 25% $372 25% $1,131 25%
Vienna UMC $1,934 17% $950 17% $2,884 17%
West Frankfort Trinity UMC $6,327 25% $3,111 25% $9,438 25%
Zeigler UMC $678 25% $333 25% $1,011 25%
Royalton UMC $552 25% $273 25% $825 25%
Zion UMC $798 25% $393 25% $1,191 25%

Cache River District TOTALS $118,793 22% $60,303 23% $179,097 22%

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT       
Asbury UMC $177 25% $87 25% $264 25%
Funkhouser UMC $207 25% $102 25% $309 25%
Salem UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Altamont First UMC $2,060 17% $1,014 17% $3,074 17%
Beecher City UMC $598 17% $294 17% $892 17%
Shumway UMC $945 25% $465 25% $1,410 25%
Brownstown UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Emmanuel UMC $387 25% $189 25% $576 25%
Casey UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Charleston Wesley UMC $7,614 17% $3,742 17% $11,356 17%
Cowden UMC $876 25% $432 25% $1,308 25%
Lakewood UMC $864 25% $426 25% $1,290 25%
Dogwood Prairie UMC $1,572 25% $774 25% $2,346 25%
Seed Chapel UMC $804 25% $396 25% $1,200 25%
Effingham Centenary UMC $8,400 25% $4,128 25% $12,528 25%
Falmouth UMC $522 25% $255 25% $777 25%
Willow Hill UMC $630 25% $309 25% $939 25%
Stewardson UMC $834 25% $411 25% $1,245 25%
Mode UMC $291 25% $144 25% $435 25%
Strasburg UMC $2,628 100% $1,296 100% $3,924 100%
Washington UMC $411 25% $201 25% $612 25%
Gaskill UMC $243 25% $120 25% $363 25%
Greenup UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Cottonwood UMC $391 25% $191 25% $582 25%
Lerna UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Harmon UMC $124 17% $60 17% $184 17%
Herrick UMC $498 25% $246 25% $744 25%
Humboldt UMC $861 25% $423 25% $1,284 25%
Hume UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Kansas UMC $642 17% $316 17% $958 17%
Kirk Chapel UMC $134 12% $66 12% $200 12%
Grandview UMC $262 17% $128 17% $390 17%
Marshall Asbury UMC $111 25% $54 25% $165 25%
Marshall First UMC $6,018 25% $2,958 25% $8,976 25%
Marshall Armstrong UMC $2,457 25% $1,206 25% $3,663 25%
Marshall Emmanuel UMC $1,194 25% $588 25% $1,782 25%
Zion UMC $1,290 25% $633 25% $1,923 25%
Marshall Trinity UMC $1,196 17% $588 17% $1,784 17%
Dunlap UMC $297 25% $147 25% $444 25%
Martinsville UMC $774 17% $380 17% $1,154 17%
Mattoon First UMC $5,634 25% $2,769 25% $8,403 25%
Coffeen UMC $660 25% $324 25% $984 25%
Fillmore UMC $435 25% $216 25% $651 25%
Hillsboro UMC $3,144 25% $1,545 25% $4,689 25%
Irving UMC $393 25% $195 25% $588 25%
Witt UMC $768 25% $378 25% $1,146 25%
Montrose UMC $465 25% $228 25% $693 25%
Neoga Grace UMC $2,364 25% $1,161 25% $3,525 25%
Toledo UMC $3,336 100% $1,632 100% $4,968 100%
Etna UMC $345 25% $168 25% $513 25%
Newton Grace UMC $2,364 25% $1,161 25% $3,525 25%
Kedron UMC $507 25% $249 25% $756 25%
Nokomis UMC $2,445 25% $1,203 25% $3,648 25%
Morrisonville UMC $1,143 25% $561 25% $1,704 25%
Oak Ridge UMC $249 25% $123 25% $372 25%
Oakland UMC $495 25% $243 25% $738 25%
Oblong Central UMC $2,178 25% $1,071 25% $3,249 25%
Flat Rock UMC $891 25% $438 25% $1,329 25%
Oblong Evangelical UMC $2,748 25% $1,350 25% $4,098 25%
Oliver UMC $372 25% $183 25% $555 25%
Patton UMC $495 25% $243 25% $738 25%
Palestine First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Palestine Grace UMC $324 25% $159 25% $483 25%
Zion UMC $615 25% $303 25% $918 25%
Paris First UMC $4,905 25% $2,412 25% $7,317 25%
Paris Otterbein UMC $1,977 25% $972 25% $2,949 25%
Vermilion UMC $1,332 25% $654 25% $1,986 25%
Pearl Chapel UMC $738 25% $363 25% $1,101 25%
Pleasant Valley UMC $186 25% $90 25% $276 25%
Robinson First UMC $7,434 25% $3,654 25% $11,088 25%
Robinson Otterbein UMC $382 4% $188 4% $570 4%
Hutsonville UMC $459 25% $225 25% $684 25%
Trinity Chapel UMC $507 25% $249 25% $756 25%
Saint Elmo First UMC $503 8% $247 8% $750 8%
Salem UMC $1,125 25% $552 25% $1,677 25%
Scottland UMC $381 25% $186 25% $567 25%
Fourth Street UMC $444 17% $218 17% $662 17%
Wesley Chapel UMC $396 25% $195 25% $591 25%
Shelbyville First UMC $4,080 25% $2,007 25% $6,087 25%
Sugar Grove UMC $798 25% $393 25% $1,191 25%
Vandalia Haley Chapel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Mount Carmel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Watson UMC $659 8% $324 8% $983 8%
Zion Hill UMC $660 25% $324 25% $984 25%
Harvest UMC $693 25% $342 25% $1,035 25%
West Liberty UMC $312 17% $152 17% $464 17%
Westfield UMC $1,689 25% $831 25% $2,520 25%
Woodbury UMC $369 25% $180 25% $549 25%

Embarras River District TOTALS $108,711 22% $53,430 22% $162,141 22%

RECEIPTS AS OF MARCH 31, 2022*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 25% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.
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ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT 
Bartonville UMC $2,043 25% $1,005 25% $3,048 25%
Kingston Mines UMC $1,056 25% $519 25% $1,575 25%
Blue Ridge UMC $633 25% $312 25% $945 25%
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC $926 21% $358 17% $1,284 20%
Boyd's Grove UMC $711 25% $351 25% $1,062 25%
Brimfield UMC $411 25% $201 25% $612 25%
Canton South Park UMC $642 17% $316 17% $958 17%
Shields' Chapel UMC $957 25% $471 25% $1,428 25%
Canton Wesley UMC $8,238 17% $4,050 17% $12,288 17%
Chillicothe First UMC $5,550 25% $2,727 25% $8,277 25%
Crossroads UMC $24,252 25% $11,922 25% $36,174 25%
Cuba UMC $1,185 25% $582 25% $1,767 25%
London Mills UMC $1,071 25% $528 25% $1,599 25%
Deer Creek UMC $486 25% $240 25% $726 25%
Delavan UMC $3,072 25% $1,512 25% $4,584 25%
Dunlap Prospect UMC $5,583 25% $2,745 25% $8,328 25%
East Peoria First UMC $6,249 25% $3,072 25% $9,321 25%
Eureka UMC $990 7% $510 7% $1,500 7%
Farmington UMC $1,248 25% $612 25% $1,860 25%
Norris UMC $186 25% $90 25% $276 25%
Glasford UMC $2,451 25% $1,206 25% $3,657 25%
Green Valley First UMC $296 17% $146 17% $442 17%
Hanna City UMC $1,744 33% $860 33% $2,604 33%
Trivoli UMC $1,113 25% $546 25% $1,659 25%
Henry UMC $1,226 17% $602 17% $1,828 17%
Washburn UMC $340 8% $160 7% $500 7%
Lacon Sparland UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Varna UMC $1,287 25% $633 25% $1,920 25%
Kewanee First UMC $5,922 25% $2,913 25% $8,835 25%
LaFayette UMC $708 25% $348 25% $1,056 25%
West Jersey UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Laura UMC $549 25% $270 25% $819 25%
Monica UMC $225 25% $111 25% $336 25%
Lewistown UMC $2,958 25% $1,455 25% $4,413 25%
Mackinaw UMC $2,622 17% $1,290 17% $3,912 17%
Manito UMC $1,910 17% $940 17% $2,850 17%
Maples Mill UMC $1,110 25% $546 25% $1,656 25%
Morton UMC $12,345 25% $6,069 25% $18,414 25%
Mossville UMC $3,489 25% $1,716 25% $5,205 25%
Mount Pleasant UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Pekin First UMC $9,189 25% $4,518 25% $13,707 25%
Pekin Grace UMC $10,212 25% $5,022 25% $15,234 25%
Peoria Bethel UMC $4,455 25% $2,190 25% $6,645 25%
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC $6,489 25% $3,189 25% $9,678 25%
Peoria First UMC $23,295 25% $11,451 25% $34,746 25%
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC $3,681 25% $1,809 25% $5,490 25%
Peoria Northwest UMC $2,526 17% $1,242 17% $3,768 17%
Peoria University UMC $8,862 25% $4,356 25% $13,218 25%
Princeville UMC $3,462 25% $1,701 25% $5,163 25%
RiversEdge UMC $2,760 25% $1,356 25% $4,116 25%
Sheffield UMC $549 25% $270 25% $819 25%
Smithfield Brock UMC $819 25% $402 25% $1,221 25%
Locust Lane UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Toulon UMC $3,174 25% $1,560 25% $4,734 25%
Tremont UMC $5,847 25% $2,874 25% $8,721 25%
Washington Evangelical UMC $2,085 25% $1,026 25% $3,111 25%
White Chapel UMC $648 25% $318 25% $966 25%
Monterey UMC $576 25% $282 25% $858 25%
Willow Hill UMC $2,025 7% $975 7% $3,000 7%
Wyoming UMC $1,686 25% $828 25% $2,514 25%
New Hope UMC $588 25% $291 25% $879 25%
Zion Evangelical UMC $768 25% $378 25% $1,146 25%

Illinois River District TOTALS $199,480 23% $97,972 23% $297,452 23%

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT
Allerton UMC $438 25% $216 25% $654 25%
Arcola UMC $3,447 25% $1,695 25% $5,142 25%
Arthur UMC $3,417 25% $1,680 25% $5,097 25%
Batestown UMC $837 25% $411 25% $1,248 25%
Union Corner UMC $678 25% $333 25% $1,011 25%
Bellflower UMC $654 25% $321 25% $975 25%
Mount Vernon UMC $825 25% $405 25% $1,230 25%
Bement UMC $2,328 25% $1,143 25% $3,471 25%
Bondville UMC $1,000 33% $0 0% $1,000 22%
Camargo UMC $1,290 25% $636 25% $1,926 25%
Catlin UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Centerville UMC $1,569 25% $771 25% $2,340 25%
Seymour UMC $597 25% $294 25% $891 25%
White Heath UMC $357 25% $177 25% $534 25%
Champaign Faith UMC $11,898 25% $5,850 25% $17,748 25%
Champaign First UMC $12,132 25% $5,964 25% $18,096 25%
Champaign New Horizon UMC $11,076 25% $5,445 25% $16,521 25%
Cissna Park UMC $1,128 25% $555 25% $1,683 25%
Rankin UMC $1,527 25% $750 25% $2,277 25%
Countryside UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Ogden UMC $1,377 25% $678 25% $2,055 25%
Danville First UMC $1,014 17% $498 17% $1,512 17%
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC $705 25% $348 25% $1,053 25%
Danville Saint James UMC $12,114 25% $5,955 25% $18,069 25%
Donovan UMC $945 25% $465 25% $1,410 25%
Crescent City UMC $744 25% $366 25% $1,110 25%

Fairmount UMC $462 25% $228 25% $690 25%
Fairview UMC $432 33% $212 33% $644 33%
Georgetown UMC $747 25% $366 25% $1,113 25%
Farmer City UMC $1,875 25% $921 25% $2,796 25%
Weedman UMC $1,029 25% $507 25% $1,536 25%
Fisher UMC $1,842 25% $906 25% $2,748 25%
Fithian UMC $1,581 25% $777 25% $2,358 25%
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC $1,347 25% $663 25% $2,010 25%
Gibson City UMC $1,560 8% $767 8% $2,327 8%
Hindsboro UMC $555 25% $550 50% $1,105 33%
Homer UMC $2,349 25% $1,155 25% $3,504 25%
Hoopeston UMC $2,160 25% $1,062 25% $3,222 25%
Wellington UMC $290 17% $142 17% $432 17%
Loda UMC $1,736 17% $854 17% $2,590 17%
Mahomet UMC $8,358 25% $4,110 25% $12,468 25%
Mansfield UMC $2,158 17% $1,062 17% $3,220 17%
Middlefork UMC $1,083 25% $531 25% $1,614 25%
Gifford UMC $663 25% $327 25% $990 25%
Collison UMC $408 25% $201 25% $609 25%
Milford UMC $846 25% $417 25% $1,263 25%
Woodland UMC $366 25% $180 25% $546 25%
Newman UMC $1,008 25% $495 25% $1,503 25%
Murdock UMC $1,572 100% $768 100% $2,340 100%
Oakwood UMC $2,184 50% $1,074 50% $3,258 50%
Broadlands UMC $1,002 25% $492 25% $1,494 25%
Hebron UMC $312 25% $153 25% $465 25%
Onarga UMC $335 6% $335 11% $670 8%
Gilman UMC $315 5% $300 9% $615 6%
Ashkum UMC $867 25% $426 25% $1,293 25%
Parkville UMC $516 25% $252 25% $768 25%
Paxton First UMC $5,900 33% $2,900 33% $8,800 33%
Pesotum UMC $286 17% $140 17% $426 17%
Piper City UMC $582 25% $288 25% $870 25%
Melvin UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Quest Grace UMC $7,527 25% $3,699 25% $11,226 25%
Rantoul First UMC $3,909 25% $1,923 25% $5,832 25%
Ridge Farm UMC $756 25% $372 25% $1,128 25%
Indianola UMC $297 25% $147 25% $444 25%
Rossville UMC $2,304 25% $1,134 25% $3,438 25%
Bismarck UMC $1,482 25% $729 25% $2,211 25%
Saint Joseph UMC $5,868 50% $2,886 50% $8,754 50%
Savoy UMC $7,476 25% $3,675 25% $11,151 25%
Sheldon UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Shiloh UMC $432 17% $212 17% $644 17%
Sidell UMC $1,401 25% $690 25% $2,091 25%
Chrisman UMC $1,101 25% $540 25% $1,641 25%
Sullivan First UMC $5,925 25% $2,913 25% $8,838 25%
Tolono UMC $1,959 25% $963 25% $2,922 25%
Sadorus UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Tuscola UMC $4,947 25% $2,433 25% $7,380 25%
Urbana First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Urbana Wesley UMC $10,728 25% $5,274 25% $16,002 25%
Villa Grove UMC $3,225 25% $1,584 25% $4,809 25%
Watseka UMC $647 4% $380 5% $1,026 4%
Weldon UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%

Iroquois River District TOTALS $178,807 23% $88,071 23% $266,878 23%

KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT
Adams Corner UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Albion First UMC $2,679 25% $1,317 25% $3,996 25%
Bethel UMC $726 25% $357 25% $1,083 25%
Allendale UMC $575 18% $283 18% $858 18%
Alma UMC $267 25% $132 25% $399 25%
Pleasant Grove UMC $462 50% $228 50% $690 50%
Asbury Chapel UMC $411 25% $201 25% $612 25%
Bellmont UMC $591 25% $291 25% $882 25%
Beulah UMC $4,263 25% $2,097 25% $6,360 25%
Bridgeport UMC $2,079 25% $1,023 25% $3,102 25%
Petrolia UMC $303 25% $150 25% $453 25%
Calhoun UMC $560 33% $276 33% $836 33%
Ebenezer North UMC $642 25% $315 25% $957 25%
Centralia First UMC $3,786 25% $1,860 25% $5,646 25%
Cornerstone UMC $1,563 25% $768 25% $2,331 25%
Enterprise UMC $345 25% $171 25% $516 25%
West UMC $609 25% $300 25% $909 25%
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC $648 25% $318 25% $966 25%
Bethel UMC $282 25% $138 25% $420 25%
Fairfield First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Farina UMC $1,251 25% $615 25% $1,866 25%
Patoka UMC $1,470 25% $723 25% $2,193 25%
Flora First UMC $3,933 25% $1,932 25% $5,865 25%
Flora Trinity UMC $498 25% $246 25% $744 25%
Golden Gate UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Conway UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Grayville First UMC $1,416 25% $696 25% $2,112 25%
Browns UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Hopewell UMC $25 5% $50 17% $75 9%
Ina UMC $465 25% $228 25% $693 25%
Waltonville UMC $342 25% $168 25% $510 25%
Johnsonville UMC $393 25% $195 25% $588 25%
Kinmundy First UMC $3,774 25% $1,854 25% $5,628 25%
Wesley UMC $1,824 100% $900 100% $2,724 100%
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Lancaster UMC $222 25% $111 25% $333 25%
Lawrenceville First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Billett UMC $780 17% $382 17% $1,162 17%
Louisville UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
May Chapel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC $1,534 8% $754 8% $2,288 8%
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC $1,884 25% $927 25% $2,811 25%
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC $1,305 25% $642 25% $1,947 25%
Wayne City UMC $945 25% $465 25% $1,410 25%
Zion UMC $609 25% $300 25% $909 25%
Mount Vernon First UMC $10,941 25% $5,379 25% $16,320 25%
Bluford Otterbein UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC $807 25% $396 25% $1,203 25%
Union Chapel UMC $372 25% $183 25% $555 25%
Mount Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC $5,199 25% $2,556 25% $7,755 25%
Mount Zion UMC $600 13% $296 13% $896 13%
Brown's Chapel UMC $345 17% $171 17% $516 17%
Olney First UMC $6,258 25% $3,078 25% $9,336 25%
Olney Immanuel UMC $952 10% $468 10% $1,420 10%
Olney Saint Paul UMC $3,324 100% $1,632 100% $4,956 100%
Parkersburg UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Ebenezer Sams UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Little Wabash UMC $255 25% $126 25% $381 25%
Pinkstaff UMC $1,131 25% $555 25% $1,686 25%
Chauncey-Landes UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Pleasant Grove UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Richview UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Gilead UMC $756 100% $372 100% $1,128 100%
Saint Francisville UMC $765 25% $375 25% $1,140 25%
Salem Grace UMC $6,612 25% $3,249 25% $9,861 25%
Salem Trinity UMC $1,206 17% $592 17% $1,798 17%
Iuka UMC $765 25% $378 25% $1,143 25%
Sandoval UMC $866 17% $426 17% $1,292 17%
Boulder UMC $321 25% $156 25% $477 25%
Shattuc UMC $1,032 25% $507 25% $1,539 25%
Odin UMC $291 25% $144 25% $435 25%
Sumner UMC $833 13% $410 13% $1,242 13%
Lawrenceville Zion UMC $777 25% $381 25% $1,158 25%
Clay City UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Harmony UMC $975 25% $480 25% $1,455 25%
Bethel UMC $0 0% $501 25% $501 8%
Union Chapel UMC $411 25% $204 25% $615 25%
Vandalia First UMC $6,912 25% $3,399 25% $10,311 25%
West Salem Zion UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%

Kaskaskia River District TOTALS $96,166 21% $47,826 21% $143,992 21%

LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT 
Ashland UMC $429 25% $210 25% $639 25%
Peter Cartwright UMC $488 17% $240 17% $728 17%
Astoria UMC $459 25% $225 25% $684 25%
Sheldon's Grove UMC $273 25% $135 25% $408 25%
Batchtown UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Beardstown First UMC $2,828 17% $1,390 17% $4,218 17%
Bethel UMC $321 25% $159 25% $480 25%
Grafton UMC $411 25% $201 25% $612 25%
Griggsville UMC $939 25% $462 25% $1,401 25%
New Salem UMC $243 25% $120 25% $363 25%
Detroit UMC $2,424 100% $1,188 100% $3,612 100%
Oxville UMC $540 100% $264 100% $804 100%
Perry UMC $870 25% $429 25% $1,299 25%
Bluffs UMC $654 25% $321 25% $975 25%
Naples UMC $354 25% $174 25% $528 25%
Camp Point UMC $2,667 25% $1,311 25% $3,978 25%
Centennial Ebenezer UMC $527 16% $260 16% $787 16%
Carlinville UMC $5,043 25% $2,478 25% $7,521 25%
Rural UMC $1,620 100% $804 100% $2,424 100%
Carrollton UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Carthage First UMC $3,393 #DIV/0! $1,668 25% $5,061 76%
Christ UMC $2,370 50% $1,164 50% $3,534 50%
Clayton Federated UMC $84 4% $42 4% $126 4%
Concord UMC $195 25% $96 25% $291 25%
Arenzville UMC $1,416 25% $696 25% $2,112 25%
Bluff Springs UMC $267 25% $132 25% $399 25%
Doddsville UMC $441 25% $216 25% $657 25%
Browning UMC $612 50% $300 50% $912 50%
Sugar Grove UMC $1,032 50% $504 50% $1,536 50%
Beverly UMC $462 25% $225 25% $687 25%
Plainville UMC $306 17% $150 17% $456 17%
Richfield UMC $372 25% $183 25% $555 25%
Franklin UMC $702 25% $345 25% $1,047 25%
Durbin UMC $669 25% $330 25% $999 25%
Greenfield UMC $1,914 25% $942 25% $2,856 25%
Rockbridge UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Hamilton UMC $1,263 25% $621 25% $1,884 25%
Warsaw UMC $555 25% $273 25% $828 25%
Loraine UMC $1,002 25% $492 25% $1,494 25%
Havana First UMC $4,110 25% $2,019 25% $6,129 25%
Oakford UMC $2,436 100% $1,200 100% $3,636 100%
Industry UMC $2,313 25% $1,137 25% $3,450 25%
Jacksonville Centenary UMC $400 2% $400 3% $800 2%

Jacksonville Grace UMC $5,934 25% $2,916 25% $8,850 25%
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC $5,235 25% $2,574 25% $7,809 25%
Jerseyville UMC $6,687 25% $3,288 25% $9,975 25%
Littleton UMC $513 25% $252 25% $765 25%
Living Faith UMC $3,099 25% $1,524 25% $4,623 25%
Manchester UMC $351 25% $174 25% $525 25%
Mount Sterling First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Columbus UMC $474 25% $234 25% $708 25%
Murrayville UMC $2,565 25% $1,260 25% $3,825 25%
Jacksonville Asbury UMC $462 25% $228 25% $690 25%
Palmyra UMC $663 25% $327 25% $990 25%
Modesto UMC $567 25% $279 25% $846 25%
Paloma UMC $483 25% $237 25% $720 25%
Pleasant Grove UMC $672 25% $330 25% $1,002 25%
Payson UMC $1,275 25% $627 25% $1,902 25%
Pittsfield UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC $4,020 25% $1,977 25% $5,997 25%
Quincy Union UMC $2,498 17% $1,228 17% $3,726 17%
Quincy Vermont Street UMC $8,289 25% $4,074 25% $12,363 25%
Rosedale UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Rushville First UMC $1,500 11% $1,500 22% $3,000 15%
Barry UMC $1,422 25% $699 25% $2,121 25%
Hull UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
New Canton UMC $573 25% $282 25% $855 25%
Pleasant Hill UMC $855 25% $420 25% $1,275 25%
Virden First UMC $1,635 25% $804 25% $2,439 25%
Girard UMC $1,743 25% $855 25% $2,598 25%
Virginia UMC $2,583 25% $1,269 25% $3,852 25%
Fairview UMC $234 25% $114 25% $348 25%
Waverly UMC $1,788 25% $879 25% $2,667 25%
Brooklyn UMC $282 25% $138 25% $420 25%
Ebenezer UMC $165 25% $81 25% $246 25%
Houston UMC $387 25% $189 25% $576 25%
Camden UMC $444 25% $219 25% $663 25%
Winchester UMC $3,462 25% $1,701 25% $5,163 25%

LaMoine River District TOTALS $108,265 23% $54,184 23% $162,449 23%

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT 
Alton Grace UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Hartford First UMC $448 17% $220 17% $668 17%
Elsah UMC $645 25% $318 25% $963 25%
Alton Main Street UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC $27,840 25% $13,686 25% $41,526 25%
Belleville Signal Hill UMC $577 6% $288 6% $865 6%
Belleville Union UMC $13,692 25% $6,729 25% $20,421 25%
Benld UMC $972 25% $477 25% $1,449 25%
Bethalto UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Brighton Saint Paul UMC $633 8% $311 8% $944 8%
Bunker Hill UMC $489 25% $240 25% $729 25%
Carlyle First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Caseyville UMC $1,380 25% $678 25% $2,058 25%
Collinsville First UMC $2,487 25% $1,224 25% $3,711 25%
Chester First UMC $1,749 25% $858 25% $2,607 25%
Columbia Bethany UMC $3,210 25% $1,578 25% $4,788 25%
Coulterville UMC $1,614 25% $795 25% $2,409 25%
Tilden UMC $546 25% $270 25% $816 25%
Marissa UMC $1,110 25% $546 25% $1,656 25%
East Alton First UMC $3,000 20% $3,000 40% $6,000 26%
East Saint Louis Trinity UMC $2,718 25% $1,338 25% $4,056 25%
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC $200 1% $425 5% $625 2%
Edwardsville Saint John's UMC $3,876 17% $1,906 17% $5,782 17%
Ellis Grove UMC $360 25% $177 25% $537 25%
New Palestine UMC $522 25% $255 25% $777 25%
Preston UMC $64 17% $32 17% $96 17%
Fairview Heights Prospect Park UMC $552 25% $270 25% $822 25%
Gillespie First UMC $848 8% $417 8% $1,265 8%
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC $4,668 25% $2,295 25% $6,963 25%
Godfrey First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Granite City Dewey Avenue UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Granite City Nameoki UMC $2,998 21% $2,387 34% $5,385 25%
Granite City Trinity UMC $912 25% $447 25% $1,359 25%
Greenville First UMC $3,612 17% $1,776 17% $5,388 17%
Highland Hope UMC $4,512 25% $2,220 25% $6,732 25%
Huey UMC $393 25% $192 25% $585 25%
Beckemeyer UMC $240 17% $118 17% $358 17%
Keyesport UMC $354 25% $174 25% $528 25%
Lebanon First UMC $4,904 33% $2,412 33% $7,316 33%
Litchfield Saint Timothy UMC $1,174 17% $578 17% $1,752 17%
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC $2,450 17% $1,204 17% $3,654 17%
Mascoutah Bethel UMC $838 4% $412 4% $1,250 4%
Medora UMC $252 25% $123 25% $375 25%
Piasa UMC $351 25% $171 25% $522 25%
Mount Olive UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Sorento UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Mulberry Grove UMC $150 8% $150 16% $300 10%
Pleasant Mound UMC $510 50% $252 50% $762 50%
Nashville Grace UMC $5,382 25% $2,646 25% $8,028 25%
New Athens UMC $837 25% $411 25% $1,248 25%
New Baden UMC $1,503 25% $738 25% $2,241 25%
O'Fallon First UMC $10,644 17% $5,232 17% $15,876 17%
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*Churches reflecting contributions of 25% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.
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Okawville UMC $507 25% $249 25% $756 25%
Pocahontas UMC $1,743 25% $858 25% $2,601 25%
Panama UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Rosewood Heights Saint Paul UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Shiloh UMC $6,660 16% $1,057 5% $7,717 13%
Shipman UMC $864 25% $426 25% $1,290 25%
Dorchester UMC $264 25% $129 25% $393 25%
Sparta First UMC $4,242 25% $2,085 25% $6,327 25%
Staunton UMC $843 25% $414 25% $1,257 25%
Steeleville UMC $1,596 50% $786 50% $2,382 50%
Percy UMC $600 25% $294 25% $894 25%
Trenton First UMC $3,579 25% $1,761 25% $5,340 25%
Troy UMC $13,300 17% $6,538 17% $19,838 17%
Worden UMC $549 25% $270 25% $819 25%
Wanda UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Wood River First UMC $1,078 17% $530 17% $1,608 17%

Mississippi River District TOTALS $152,041 17% $75,373 18% $227,414 17%

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT
Argenta UMC $1,167 25% $573 25% $1,740 25%
Assumption UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Findlay UMC $822 25% $405 25% $1,227 25%
Windsor UMC $1,347 25% $663 25% $2,010 25%
Athens UMC $2,655 25% $1,305 25% $3,960 25%
Cantrall UMC $1,500 25% $738 25% $2,238 25%
Auburn UMC $900 8% $442 8% $1,342 8%
Beason UMC $792 25% $390 25% $1,182 25%
McLean UMC $1,596 25% $783 25% $2,379 25%
Waynesville UMC $2,754 50% $1,356 50% $4,110 50%
Bissell UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Blue Mound UMC $781 8% $1,152 25% $1,933 14%
Chatham UMC $7,512 25% $3,693 25% $11,205 25%
Chestnut UMC $354 25% $174 25% $528 25%
Cisco UMC $2,016 25% $990 25% $3,006 25%
Clinton UMC $5,400 30% $2,653 30% $8,053 30%
Decatur Christ UMC $1,719 25% $846 25% $2,565 25%
Decatur First UMC $11,469 25% $5,637 25% $17,106 25%
Decatur Grace UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Decatur Wesley UMC $744 25% $366 25% $1,110 25%
Divernon UMC $951 25% $468 25% $1,419 25%
Pawnee UMC $1,479 25% $729 25% $2,208 25%
Thayer UMC $891 25% $438 25% $1,329 25%
Easton UMC $912 25% $450 25% $1,362 25%
Elkhart UMC $645 25% $318 25% $963 25%
Fairview UMC $498 25% $246 25% $744 25%
Farmersville UMC $222 25% $111 25% $333 25%
Forsyth UMC $3,042 25% $1,494 25% $4,536 25%
Fountain of Life UMC $1,509 25% $741 25% $2,250 25%
Garver Brick UMC $2,040 100% $1,008 100% $3,048 100%
Island Grove UMC $582 25% $285 25% $867 25%
Kenney UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Latham UMC $489 25% $240 25% $729 25%
Lincoln First UMC $8,616 25% $4,236 25% $12,852 25%
Loami UMC $489 25% $240 25% $729 25%
Long Creek UMC $1,320 25% $648 25% $1,968 25%
Dalton City UMC $954 25% $471 25% $1,425 25%
Maroa UMC $3,531 25% $1,737 25% $5,268 25%
Mason City UMC $50 1% $50 1% $100 1%
San Jose UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Middletown UMC $552 25% $273 25% $825 25%
Midland UMC $1,120 25% $552 25% $1,672 25%
Edinburg UMC $1,638 25% $804 25% $2,442 25%
Owaneco UMC $327 25% $162 25% $489 25%
Monticello UMC $6,903 25% $3,393 25% $10,296 25%
Mount Auburn UMC $429 25% $210 25% $639 25%
Mount Pulaski First UMC $352 17% $174 17% $526 17%
Mount Zion UMC $1,169 8% $575 8% $1,744 8%
Bethany UMC $282 17% $138 17% $420 17%
Moweaqua UMC $2,703 25% $1,329 25% $4,032 25%
Sanner Chapel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
New Holland UMC $3,648 100% $1,800 100% $5,448 100%
Niantic UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Illiopolis UMC $690 25% $339 25% $1,029 25%
Cerro Gordo UMC $1,272 17% $626 17% $1,898 17%
Lovington UMC $1,224 25% $603 25% $1,827 25%
Hammond UMC $726 25% $357 25% $1,083 25%
LaPlace UMC $510 25% $252 25% $762 25%
Pana UMC $5,106 25% $2,511 25% $7,617 25%
Petersburg UMC $3,837 25% $1,887 25% $5,724 25%
Elwin UMC $2,436 25% $1,197 25% $3,633 25%
Macon UMC $1,581 25% $777 25% $2,358 25%
Zion Chapel UMC $1,374 25% $675 25% $2,049 25%
Raymond Community Of Faith UMC $2,010 25% $987 25% $2,997 25%
Riverton First UMC $2,496 50% $1,230 50% $3,726 50%
Rochester UMC $6,051 25% $2,976 25% $9,027 25%
Sharon UMC $2,781 25% $1,368 25% $4,149 25%
Sherman UMC $3,898 17% $1,916 17% $5,814 17%
South Fork UMC $960 25% $471 25% $1,431 25%
Buckeye UMC $1,404 100% $696 100% $2,100 100%
Springfield Asbury UMC $1,623 25% $798 25% $2,421 25%

Springfield Cotton Hill UMC $2,622 25% $1,290 25% $3,912 25%
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC $9,996 25% $4,914 25% $14,910 25%
Springfield First UMC $22,897 14% $11,257 14% $34,155 14%
Springfield Grace UMC $4,368 25% $2,148 25% $6,516 25%
Springfield Jerome UMC $741 25% $363 25% $1,104 25%
Springfield Kumler UMC $1,593 25% $783 25% $2,376 25%
Springfield Laurel UMC $12,870 25% $6,327 25% $19,197 25%
Stonington UMC $1,647 25% $810 25% $2,457 25%
Sugar Creek UMC $5,613 25% $2,760 25% $8,373 25%
Taylorville UMC $7,779 25% $3,825 25% $11,604 25%
Warrensburg UMC $675 25% $330 25% $1,005 25%
Williamsville UMC $1,719 25% $846 25% $2,565 25%

Sangamon River District TOTALS $203,370 21% $100,806 21% $304,176 21%

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT
Abingdon UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Aledo UMC $2,870 11% $206 2% $3,076 8%
Alpha UMC $2,370 25% $1,164 25% $3,534 25%
Blandinsville UMC $633 25% $312 25% $945 25%
Bushnell UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Avon UMC $963 25% $474 25% $1,437 25%
New Philadelphia UMC $207 25% $102 25% $309 25%
Point Pleasant UMC $150 25% $75 25% $225 25%
Cambridge UMC $3,048 25% $1,500 25% $4,548 25%
Colchester UMC $2,484 25% $1,221 25% $3,705 25%
Hills Grove UMC $318 25% $156 25% $474 25%
Colona UMC $3,348 25% $1,647 25% $4,995 25%
East Moline Christ Multisite UMC $12,450 25% $6,120 25% $18,570 25%
Elmwood UMC $2,601 25% $1,278 25% $3,879 25%
Fairfield UMC $528 25% $261 25% $789 25%
Fairview Center UMC $2,607 25% $1,281 25% $3,888 25%
Galesburg Faith UMC $1,716 25% $843 25% $2,559 25%
Galesburg First UMC $10,356 25% $5,091 25% $15,447 25%
Galva Grace UMC $224 13% $110 13% $333 13%
Geneseo First UMC $13,182 25% $6,480 25% $19,662 25%
Geneseo Grace UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Annawan Community UMC $543 25% $267 25% $810 25%
Fairview UMC $328 17% $162 17% $490 17%
Hooppole Zion UMC $549 25% $270 25% $819 25%
Henderson UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
North Henderson UMC $531 25% $261 25% $792 25%
Hillsdale UMC $750 25% $369 25% $1,119 25%
Illinois City UMC $1,023 25% $504 25% $1,527 25%
Pine Bluff UMC $339 25% $165 25% $504 25%
Knoxville UMC $1,935 25% $951 25% $2,886 25%
Kirkwood UMC $999 25% $492 25% $1,491 25%
Good Hope UMC $1,353 25% $666 25% $2,019 25%
Jerusalem UMC $804 25% $396 25% $1,200 25%
Loraine UMC $2,808 25% $1,380 25% $4,188 25%
Macomb Wesley UMC $11,907 25% $5,853 25% $17,760 25%
Maquon UMC $1,086 25% $534 25% $1,620 25%
Douglas UMC $480 25% $237 25% $717 25%
Maxey Chapel UMC $756 25% $372 25% $1,128 25%
Victoria UMC $823 22% $405 22% $1,229 22%
Milan Trinity UMC $1,464 17% $720 17% $2,184 17%
Green River UMC $336 25% $165 25% $501 25%
Mineral UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC $4,248 25% $2,088 25% $6,336 25%
Moline Riverside UMC $9,141 25% $4,494 25% $13,635 25%
Monmouth First UMC $5,970 25% $2,934 25% $8,904 25%
Nauvoo UMC $336 8% $165 8% $501 8%
Burnside UMC $2,184 75% $0 0% $2,184 50%
Galva First UMC $2,133 25% $1,047 25% $3,180 25%
Bishop Hill UMC $519 25% $255 25% $774 25%
Oneida UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Oquawka UMC $480 25% $237 25% $717 25%
Gladstone UMC $537 22% $263 22% $800 22%
Biggsville UMC $396 25% $195 25% $591 25%
Orion UMC $1,460 8% $718 8% $2,178 8%
Port Byron First UMC $2,232 17% $1,098 17% $3,330 17%
Reynolds UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Taylor Ridge UMC $582 25% $288 25% $870 25%
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC $4,659 25% $2,289 25% $6,948 25%
Roseville UMC $2,115 25% $1,041 25% $3,156 25%
Swan Creek UMC $516 25% $255 25% $771 25%
Stronghurst UMC $978 25% $480 25% $1,458 25%
Carman UMC $852 25% $420 25% $1,272 25%
Smithshire UMC $345 25% $168 25% $513 25%
Terre Haute UMC $1,371 25% $675 25% $2,046 25%
Durham UMC $672 25% $330 25% $1,002 25%
Church of the Cross UMC $801 25% $393 25% $1,194 25%
Hampton Grace UMC $843 25% $414 25% $1,257 25%
Viola UMC $1,000 17% $492 17% $1,492 17%
Preemption UMC $1,722 25% $846 25% $2,568 25%
Walnut Grove UMC $885 25% $435 25% $1,320 25%
Joy UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Eliza Community UMC $324 17% $0 0% $324 17%
New Boston UMC $387 25% $189 25% $576 25%
Williamsfield UMC $1,311 25% $645 25% $1,956 25%
Dahinda UMC $1,554 25% $765 25% $2,319 25%

Spoon River District TOTALS $139,422 21% $66,109 20% $205,531 21%
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C O N F E R E N C E
A P P O R T I O N M E N T S

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT
Bloomington Park UMC $1,470 25% $723 25% $2,193 25%
Bloomington Wesley UMC $22,527 25% $11,073 25% $33,600 25%
Bonfield Evangelical UMC $1,770 25% $870 25% $2,640 25%
Grand Prairie UMC $1,086 25% $534 25% $1,620 25%
Bourbonnais Grace Community UMC $3,507 25% $1,725 25% $5,232 25%
Braceville UMC $1,032 25% $507 25% $1,539 25%
Mazon UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Chatsworth UMC $2,514 50% $1,236 50% $3,750 50%
Forrest UMC $1,293 25% $636 25% $1,929 25%
Chenoa UMC $5,244 100% $2,580 100% $7,824 100%
Coal City UMC $4,048 17% $1,990 17% $6,038 17%
Cornell UMC $855 25% $420 25% $1,275 25%
United Church of Odell UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Downs UMC $4,116 25% $2,022 25% $6,138 25%
Dwight UMC $6,978 25% $3,429 25% $10,407 25%
El Paso UMC $2,616 25% $1,287 25% $3,903 25%
Essex UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Fairbury First UMC $4,554 25% $2,238 25% $6,792 25%
Herscher UMC $2,802 25% $1,377 25% $4,179 25%
Reddick UMC $1,242 25% $609 25% $1,851 25%
South Wilmington UMC $300 25% $147 25% $447 25%
United Church of Heyworth $2,276 17% $1,118 17% $3,394 17%
Hudson UMC $1,989 25% $978 25% $2,967 25%
Kankakee Asbury UMC $0 0% $1,742 10% $1,742 3%
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC $2,838 25% $1,395 25% $4,233 25%
Bradley Wesley UMC $2,853 25% $1,404 25% $4,257 25%
Kankakee Trinity UMC $1,557 25% $765 25% $2,322 25%
Bradley Evangelical UMC $651 25% $321 25% $972 25%
Aroma Park UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
LeRoy UMC $5,973 25% $2,937 25% $8,910 25%
Lexington First UMC $4,863 25% $2,391 25% $7,254 25%
Long Point UMC $591 25% $291 25% $882 25%
Lostant UMC $621 25% $306 25% $927 25%
Richland UMC $156 25% $78 25% $234 25%
Magnolia UMC $507 25% $249 25% $756 25%
McNabb UMC $1,704 100% $840 100% $2,544 100%

Manteno UMC $4,377 25% $2,151 25% $6,528 25%
McDowell UMC $4,548 100% $2,244 100% $6,792 100%
Minonk UMC $465 25% $228 25% $693 25%
Wenona Saint John's UMC $573 25% $282 25% $855 25%
Momence First UMC $1,042 17% $512 17% $1,554 17%
Grant Park First UMC $441 25% $216 25% $657 25%
Normal Calvary UMC $26,328 25% $12,942 25% $39,270 25%
Normal First UMC $16,509 25% $8,115 25% $24,624 25%
Normal Morningstar UMC $3,216 25% $1,581 25% $4,797 25%
Bloomington West Olive Faith UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Pontiac First UMC $8,082 25% $3,972 25% $12,054 25%
Atlanta UMC $1,641 25% $807 25% $2,448 25%
Ebenezer UMC $1,005 25% $495 25% $1,500 25%
Hopedale UMC $753 25% $369 25% $1,122 25%
Ransom UMC $1,317 25% $648 25% $1,965 25%
Verona UMC $456 25% $222 25% $678 25%
Ritchey UMC $1,368 100% $672 100% $2,040 100%
Roanoke UMC $2,766 25% $1,359 25% $4,125 25%
Secor UMC $771 25% $378 25% $1,149 25%
Saunemin UMC $1,569 25% $771 25% $2,340 25%
Saybrook Wesbein UMC $864 25% $423 25% $1,287 25%
Cropsey UMC $1,149 25% $564 25% $1,713 25%
Streator First UMC $3,156 25% $1,551 25% $4,707 25%
Grand Ridge UMC $1,383 25% $681 25% $2,064 25%
Ellsworth UMC $996 25% $489 25% $1,485 25%
Colfax UMC $564 25% $0 0% $564 17%
Pleasant Grove UMC $576 25% $282 25% $858 25%
Tonica UMC $1,158 25% $570 25% $1,728 25%
Hennepin UMC $975 25% $480 25% $1,455 25%
Cabery UMC $378 25% $186 25% $564 25%
Cullom UMC $480 25% $237 25% $717 25%
Kempton UMC $498 25% $243 25% $741 25%

Vermilion River District TOTALS $183,937 24% $91,888 25% $275,825 25%

     

IGRC TOTALS  $1,488,992 22% $735,962 22% $2,224,954 22%

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

RECEIPTS AS OF MARCH 31, 2022*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 25% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.
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Camp: Where a  
kid can be a kid 

BY EMILY KING-NOBLES 

Whenever I think about the 
significance of something, I often 
think about what my life would be 
without it. 

So, when I think about what the IGRC camping 
ministry means to me, I think about how my life would 
have been different had I not had it. 

I would have missed out on weeks of fun. Camp was 
usually my favorite week of the entire Summer. It ’s full 
of outdoor games, beach days, bonding time with new 
friends and nights of staying up way too late. 

Camp truly is the definition of what a kid dreams of 
doing in a week. Besides being the most fun thing 
you could possibly sign up for, IGRC camps provide 
growth. As a camper, I got to disconnect from my day-
to-day life. I got to be in nature, away from my phone, 
and away from all distractions. I was able to be myself, 
with counselors who supported and nurtured me. 

Whether it was moving, dealing with illness of family 
members, dealing with my own illnesses or just being 
involved in travel sports from a young age, I struggled 
to truly be a kid in the day-to-day aspect. Camp was 
the place I could do that. 

At camp, I was not a pastor’s daughter. I was not a 
soccer player. I was not a straight-A student. I was 
just me. Emily. A child of God. Loved by Him and 
surrounded by adults and counselors who brought 
that out of me. I grew to know myself at camp, just 
as I grew to know God. Each Summer at camp, my 
relationship with Christ would strengthen in a way 
that I would need for my next year of life. 

I needed camp as a kid and I think every kid today 
needs camp. Your kids will thank you down the road for 
choosing to give them a week at East Bay or Little Grassy.

Sneak peek at East Bay
Come and explore the site, enjoy camp worship, 
check out the waterfront views and enjoy free lunch 
on Saturday, May 7, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Registrations for EBC summer camp will be 
discounted during this event.  Whether you’re 
considering camp for the first time or just want to 
walk down memory lane, come and enjoy one of your 
beautiful IGRC camps.  All are welcome!

Camp scholarships available
Camp Scholarships are available for persons of all 
ages to participate in a summer camp!  For more 
information, Camp Scholarship (igrc.org)  Scholarship 
requests are due May 1, 2022.  For more information, 
call Lea Schuler, Camping Operations Manager, at 
309-365-7531.

Special offer
Did the Summer Camp Early Bird Deadline get past 
you?  No worries!  Schedule a Camp Sunday at your 
church and your campers will receive $25 off their 
registration during the week following your event.  For 
more information or to schedule a Camp Sunday at 
your local church, contact Rev. Nancy Folsom Lane, 
Coordinator of Camping and Retreat Ministries, at 
404-667-2707.

Scheduling fall retreats
Ready to Gather?  Your Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference Camp and Retreat Centers stand ready to 
welcome you.  Fall dates are currently being booked 
for men’s and women’s retreats, church planning 
retreats, choir retreats, church staff development, and 
children’s and youth retreats.  For more information 
at either of our sites or to secure your preferred dates 
and location, please contact:  Lea Schuler, Camping 
Operations Manager, at 309-365-7531.

ELDORADO – Beulah Camp has updated and 
simplified its camp registration process at their 
new registration website: https://brushfire.com/
beulahholinesscamp. 

This is part of ongoing partnership between the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference and the Beulah Holiness 
Camp Association to better support the disciple-making 
ministries of the Holiness Association and the better 
utilize the resources of the Conference. 

Both the Holiness Association Board and the 
Conference Commission on Camping and Retreat 
Ministries are excited about the new relationship 
parameters. 

“In the past, IGRC has coordinated a camping 
experience at Beulah, but moving forward Beulah will 
provide camping experiences directly with the financial 
and programmatic support of the Conference. Everyone 
is excited about the new opportunities for ministry that 
this will create,” said IGRC Director of Connectional 
Ministries Rev. Dr. Curtis Brown.

For 2022 Beulah is offering four different camps 
for youth and children including the popular Beulah 
Youth Institute on June 19-25 on the Beulah Holiness 
Camp website, www.beulahholinesscamp.org or at the 
registration website listed above.

BEULAH CAMP LAUNCHES NEW  
REGISTRATION SYSTEM FOR CAMPING

BY GARRETT FORREST

As the son of a United Methodist 
pastor, Rev. Shelly Forrest, and a social 
worker, Mitch Forrest, faith and service 
have played central roles in my life. I 
attended church nearly every Sunday 

throughout my childhood. I only missed if I was severely 
ill. 

I also began attending East Bay Camp in the summer 
of 2009 and attended every summer afterward, except 
2020 when the pandemic hit. In all of my time at church 
and camp, a common theme regarding God’s nature 
became apparent to me- love. Love of service. Love of 
nature. Above all, love of humanity. Jesus demonstrated 
this core tenant of our faith in all of His actions: healing 
the sick, feeding the hungry, and ultimately sacrificing 
Himself so that all may be saved. 

In 2012, when my mom was serving at the ElPaso 
UMC, I began to understand how Jesus’ lessons applied to 
my life while serving at the local food pantry with a group 
of volunteers from the church. When I was volunteering, 
I noticed many of my school classmates walking through 
with their parents. These classmates who came through 
typically struggled academically, and it became apparent 
to me why that was the case, at least in part. 

How can any student be expected to succeed when 
their family faces significant economic insecurity and 
their basic needs are in flux? This question applies not 
just to students, but to every human being. From then on, 
I became passionate about serving my community and 
meeting people’s basic needs. I felt God calling me to a 
life of service and thought of scripture such as Luke 12:48, 
where Jesus proclaims, “...From everyone who has been 
given much, much will be demanded…”. 

Over the last two years as a student at the University 
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, I have continued to 
pursue God’s calling through Wesley Student Center (The 
Wesley Foundation at the University of Illinois), East Bay 
Camp, and Illinois Student Government. Arriving on 
campus amid the pandemic, 

Wesley Student Center became a vital component of 
my life. Immediately, I was included in a faith community 
that supported me. I became a peer minister and worked 
alongside Campus Minister Julie Dowler, Youth Director 
Liz Martin and the rest of the peer minister team to 
organize programs and events, such as devotional 
podcasts, virtual game nights, and online musicals to lift 

up students during a particularly tumultuous time. 
This year, I have been happy to help lead efforts to 

re-open the Student Center for in-person activities. My 
priority at Wesley has been to address food insecurity on 
campus by restarting our Friday with Friends Lunch, a 
ministry that provides free meals to students every Friday. 

Returning to East Bay last summer as a staff member 
was an honor, and further grew my faith and leadership. 
Due to ongoing COVID-related restrictions, counseling 
was exceptionally difficult last summer, constantly 
enforcing mask-wearing, distancing, and sanitation rules. 

Despite these extra rules, kids were more enthusiastic 
than ever to be at camp after more than a year of 
lockdowns and isolation from their friends. Having 
experienced the warm embrace of fantastic counselors as 
a camper myself over the years, I knew how important 
my role was. As a counselor, I learned how to devote 
myself to those I serve and push forward even when I am 
physically and emotionally tired. 

When I returned to campus in fall 2021, I began my 
work as a student senator after being elected the previous 
spring. Over the year, I focused on reducing the financial 
burdens of college on students, particularly low-income 
students, and combating rising hate crimes. Within the 
next two to three years, textbook and course material cost 
should be near $0 for most students at the University of 
Illinois, thanks to a program I worked on this year called 
the Open Educational Resource Grant Initiative and a 
piece of legislation aimed at reducing textbook costs for 
in-state students that is currently working its way through 
the Illinois State House and Senate. 

This semester, I launched a campaign for student 
body president, highlighting issues such as campus safety, 
mental health, food insecurity, and continued efforts 
to reduce college costs. Thanks to the dedication of my 
volunteers and campaign staff, I won the election. I look 
forward to working on behalf of the entire student body 
over the next year and, as John Wesley would say, doing 
all the good I can, by all the means I can, in all the ways I 
can, in all the places I can, at all the times I can, to all the 
people I can, as long as ever I can. 

Growing up in the church, working at East Bay, and 
serving at the Wesley Student Center have prepared me to 
take on the immense responsibility of this job. As student 
body president, I will follow Jesus' command to serve the 
least of these and put others before myself. 

LEARNING TO SERVE

Connecting with your missionary
BY CAROLYN YOCKEY
IGRC Board of Global Ministries Secretary 

SPRINGFIELD – Many churches in Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference have a special 
relationship with a missionary. Please 
consider supporting a missionary or 
connecting with one or two. Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference has a list of missionaries to 
consider though Global Ministries has many 
others. 

Lester and Deb Dornan
Lester and Deb Dornon serve at Tansen 
Hospital, Nepal. They will be in the conference 
July 15-28. Carolyn will be contacting their 
supporting churches, but if others wish for 
them to visit your church, please contact 
Carolyn Yockey at CLPY508@aol.com.
Lester Dornan – Learn more at: https://
umcmission.org/missionary-bio/10919z/ 
Debbie Dornan – Learn more at: https://
umcmission.org/missionary-bio/10920z/ 

Priscilla Jaiah Gilayeneh
Priscilla Jaiah Gilayeneh serves in Liberia and 
will be in IGRC in September. Carolyn will be 
contacting Priscilla’s supporting churches but feel 
free to ask Carolyn if you wish Priscilla to visit.
Priscilla Jaiah Gilayeneh – Learn more at: 
https://umcmission.org/missionary-bio/13035z/ 

Krista Givens
Krista Givens is new to IGRC. She is serving 
at La Siesta Evangelical Church, Alicante, 
Spain. Krista’s newsletter is available 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nql04vLCyI-
8K8z9KNpJ7tqQ404FyxDv/view?usp=sharing 

Rev. Krista Givens  – Learn more at: https://
umcmission.org/missionary-bio/15184z/ 

Larry and Jane Kies
Larry and Jane Kies have been serving at 
Africa University in Mutare, Zimbabwe. Larry 
retired a year ago, and Jane will retire this 
summer. They will be in IGRC July 15-29. They 
would like a list of churches who want a visit 
and then will work on making a schedule. 
Please let Carolyn know.
Jane Kies – learn more at: https://umcmission.
org/missionary-bio/10739z/ 

Alma and Richard Navarro
Alma and Richard Navarro serve at the 
Overseas Filipinos Workers in Taiwan. 
Richard Navarro – learn more at: https://
umcmission.org/missionary-bio/3022030/ 
Alma Navarro – learn more at: https://
umcmission.org/missionary-bio/3022029/ 

Sandra Raasch
Sandra Raasch is serving at MCCA: Belize-
Honduras District. At the link below, you can 
also choose to listen to the taped recording of 
Sandra on StillinMission.
Sandra Raasch – learn more at: https://
umcmission.org/missionary-bio/15075z/ 

Guillermo Berman Ramirez
Guillermo Berman Ramirez is serving 
at Methodist Border Ministry, Reynosa, 
Mexico. Guillermo will be featured in 
the next session of StillinMission on 
May 5, at 6 p.m. Registration is open at: 
https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJModumgqTktGtEEiko5G3zogFVLXXxJCPe7 

Guillermo Berman Ramirez – learn more at: 
https://umcmission.org/missionary-bio/3019612/ 

Helen Roberts-Evans
Helen Roberts-Evans is the Director of 
the Department of General Education and 
Ministry of the United Methodist Church in 
Liberia. The link below includes the tape of 
Helen’s presentation on StillinMission.
Helen Roberts- Evans – learn more at: https://
umcmission.org/missionary-bio/3021129/ 

Connie Wieck
Connie Wieck is very connected to work in 
China but is currently serving as Mission 
Advocate for the North Central Jurisdiction. 
She is at home in Marshall and is available to 
visit churches. You may reach her at cwieck@
umcmission.org or (864) 650-5121.
During the past two years, our missionaries have 
communicated with many of their supporting 
churches through Zoom. That option continues 
to be available. Contact the missionary or 
Carolyn Yockey to enable the process.

Interested in Global Mission Fellows?
We need your help to better equip and 
support Fellows in the field.  This event is 
free and is part of the Spring Stewardship 
Campaign for the Global Mission Fellows 
Program, and we hope that you will join us as 
we aim to raise $15,000.  All funds raised will 
go to support the training, sending out, and 
livelihoods of young adult missionaries.  You 
can give today by visiting: https://advance.
umcmission.org/p-1806-global-mission-fellows.
aspx 

Youth 2023
The North Central Jurisdiction Volunteers in Mission is partnering 
to provide a new mission opportunity to youth groups.
Youth groups planning to attend the United Methodist 
youth gathering, Youth 2023, scheduled in Daytona 
Beach, Fla., now have an opportunity to take a break in 
their long drive and share in mission. Youth 2023 is July 
25-28, 2023.

Project sites are being identified to host youth and their 
youth leaders a few days prior to, or after, Youth 2023. 
Groups will be able to share in community outreach, 
housing rehab, camp maintenance and other mission 
tasks defined by location.

More information is available by visiting:  https://www.
umvim.org/y2023
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REGISTER AT:
http://www.igrc.org/bishopsopen2022
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B I S H O P ’S

O P E N

SAVE 
THE DATE!

ADVANCE 6960
PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT 
OUR CONFERENCE OUR KIDS

May 20th
FORE OUR KIDS

 

UNITED MEDIA  
RESOURCE CENTER

New resources available to borrow from the UMRC!
Items can be sent to your church or home address and can be requested 
from the online catalog: www.igrc.org/umrc or by email: umrc@igrc.org
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage!

Questions, comments? Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744

DVD studies:
#104107 Disciplines of the Spirit (7 sessions)
#105099 Ephesians: Life in God’s Diverse Family (6 sessions)
#106103 First and Second Thessalonians: Keep Calm and Carry On (6 sessions)
#116115 Philippians: Embracing Joy (6 sessions)
#125017 You Were Made for This Moment: How the Story of Esther  

Inspires Us to Step Up and Stand Out for God (5 sessions)
Books:
#822005 Coaching for Christian Leaders: A Practical Guide  

(Linda Miller and Chad Hall)
#822007 Faith of Their Own: A Theological Field Guide for  

Youth Ministry (Nathan Wheeler)
#821106 Livestream: Learning to Minister in the Power of the  

Holy Spirit (Ivan Filby)
#821129 Loneliness Epidemic: Why So Many of Us Feel Alone  

and How Leaders Can Respond (Susan Mettes)
#821125 Unhurried Life: Following Jesus’ Rhythms of Work  

and Rest (Alan Fadling)

UMRC

Our Conference, Our Kids          Advance Special #6960 www.embraceocok.org

for Embracing
THANK YOU

with your Gifts

Cathy Najmon
Steve Diel— 
     In memory of Dale and Dorothy Lambird
Lisa Graves—In memory of Nancy Graves
Christi Fernsberg—In celebration of the birth    
 of our daughter, Emery Ruth
Ann Wagle 

Joseph and Marcia Moulden 
Ken & Colleen Miller 
Sharon Monroe 
Marilyn Steenwyk— 
 In honor of Mary Kathryn Pearce
Two Rivers of Life Clergy Band— 
 In celebration of the sale of their first CD

Churches Making Donations to   
Our Conference, Our Kids in March 
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded  contribution to OCOK]
Alma
Barry
Belleville Union
Carbondale Grace
Caseyville
Chester First
Coal City
Cornerstone  
   (Centralia)
Danville Saint James
Decatur First
East Moline Christ

Fairbury First
Farina
Forsyth
Good Hope
Havana First
Herscher
Highland Hope
Ina
Jacksonville  
   Centenary
Macomb Wesley
Manchester

Minonk
Normal Calvary
Normal First
Onarga
Paris First
Peoria First
Pontiac First
Reddick
Richview
Robinson First
Rock Island  
   Two Rivers

Salem Grace
Shiloh (Mahomet)
Streator First
Tremont 
Troy
United Church  
   of Heyworth
Warrensburg
Wellington
West Eden
Zion Evangelical 
    (Pekin)

Individuals Known to have made Donations in March
[Through their local churches, by mail, or online: embraceocok.org or igrc.org]

District Gifts 
Received:  
Embarras River

A Time for Love,
A Time for Peace.
A Time for Love,
A Time for Peace.
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Annual Conference plans being finalized
BY PAUL BLACK 

PEORIA – Plans are being finalized for the 2022 Annual 
Conference which will be a hybrid event June 9-11 at the 
Peoria Civic Center.

Clergy session
Registration for the June 4 clergy session is open through 
June 1. Register at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/ac2022cler-
gysession 

Clergy session will be June 4 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Mel-
vin Price Convocation Center at McKendree University in 
Lebanon. The clergy session will also be a hybrid event.

Laity and full plenary session
Registration for June 9-11 session at Peoria is now open 
through May 27. Clergy need to register for both the 
clergy and the plenary sessions. Laity only need to regis-
ter for the June 9-11 session. Registration for the June 9-11 
session is at: https://www.igrc.org/ac2022registration 

Pre-conference briefings
As part of our preparation for the upcoming 2022 Illinois 
Great Rivers Annual Conference session on June 9-11, 
all lay and clergy Annual Conference members and 
interested guests are welcome to participate in a Pre-
Conference Briefing. 

These 90-minute briefings will provide an overview of 
proposed legislation, explanatory presentations, orienta-
tion to Conference processes, and respond to questions 
about legislation or reports. Annual Conference legisla-
tive materials will be sent to all registered members by 
May 1 and will be available on www.igrc.org. You may 
participate in any briefing, and there is no pre-registra-
tion for the briefings. The online briefings will be record-
ed for individual viewing and available on the Conference 
website.

Online Briefings
May 4, 1 p.m. – Online (Lifesize)
May 5, 7 p.m. -- Online (Lifesize)

Please use this login link or number:

• Pre-Conference Briefings on Lifesize: https://call.
lifesizecloud.com/14213256 

• Call in by Phone (audio only): +1 (312) 584-2401, 
extension 14213256#

In Person Briefings
May 7, 10 a.m. –Edwardsville: St. John’s UMC
May 12, 6 p.m. – Effingham: Centenary UMC
May 14, 10 a.m. –Champaign: New Horizon UMC
May 15, 4 p.m. –Mt. Vernon: First UMC
May 16, 6 p.m. –Marion: Aldersgate UMC
May 18, 6 p.m. – Rushville UMC
May 19, 6 p.m. – Galesburg: First UMC
May 23, 6 p.m. – Springfield: First UMC
May 26, 6 p.m. –Peoria: University UMC

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact your 
District Superintendent, the host church, or IGRC Direc-
tor of Connectional Ministries, Curtis Brown (cbrown@
igrc.org).

MMDC collection in Peoria
Attendees to the 2022 Annual Conference are urged to 
have congregations collect items for the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center. A trailer will be located at the Peoria 
Civic Center to accept those donations during the Annual 
Conference.

MMDC will be operating a drop-off site at Annual Confer-
ence. The trailer will be parked on the corner of SW Mon-
roe and North William Kumpf Blvd. You are also welcome 
to drop your items off at one of the permanent collection 
sites located at Coal City UMC, Peoria: Forrest Hill UMC, 
Shiloh UMC, and Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC

Items most needed are:

• Liquid laundry soap, no larger than 150 oz.
• Dish soap, no larger than 64 oz.
• Liquid household cleaner, no larger than 80 oz.
• Five-gallon buckets with lids

Supplies can be collected and brought to Annual Confer-
ence or you may contribute to Advance Special #6620 
and bring your offering with you.

Agenda
A draft agenda shows that the 2022 Annual Conference 
will begin with opening worship at 10 a.m. June 9. Bishop 
Jonathan Holston will be preaching.

The laity session will follow at 11 a.m. and the afternoon 
plenary session is slated to start at 2 p.m.

The Memorial Service with Bishop Holston preaching will 
be 7 p.m. Thursday. The recognition of 28 retirees with a 
combined service of nearly 700 years will be at 11 a.m. 
Friday. Rev. Janice Ringenberg, one of the retirees in the 
Class of 2022, will be preaching.

Saturday's schedule includes a Prayer Breakfast at 7:30 
a.m. and the Service of Ordination and Commissioning be-
gins at 9:30 a.m. Bishop Frank J. Beard will be the preacher. 
Adjournment is expected to be around noon on Saturday.

Childcare and youth camp
On-site childcare will not be offered in Peoria for this 
year’s Session We appreciate that this in inconvenient, 
and hope that members will still be able to participate in 
person or online.

Offsite childcare will be provided for K-8th graders at 
the East Bay Mini Bay-Cation camp which is happening 
at the same time as Annual Conference. After finalizing 
your Annual Conference registration, Annual Conference 
members should email Curtis Brown (cbrown@igrc.org) 
before May 23 to be provided a discounted registration 
code so that the camp will cost only $125 and the age 
range extended for registered members. East Bay Camp 
is willing to work with members to accommodate their 
needs and drop-off times. 

More information can be found about the camp here: 
https://www.eastbaycamp.org/campsessions. Specific 
questions about the camp programming, schedule, or 
age-range may be addressed to the IGRC Coordinator of 
Camping and Retreat Ministries, Rev. Nancy Lane (nlane@
igrc.org) or Camping Operations Manager, Lea Schuler at 
309-365-7531 or by emailing camping@igrc.org.

Covenant to Keep Each Other Well  
at Annual Conference
Registrants must answer the question about agreeing 
to the following covenant during Annual Conference in 
order to be on-site.

The people of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference agree 
about many things, but we also have our differences. Our 
covenant of relationship and care for each other helps us 
bridge those differences and live in community together 
while we follow and serve Jesus Christ. As we prepare to 
gather for our 2022 Annual Conference session on June 
9-11 in Peoria, we agree to put aside personal differences 
or risk assessments about COVID-19 and agree to this 
covenant of mutual wellness.

The IGRC Committee on Annual Conference Sessions 
asks each on-site member and visitor to Annual 
Conference to:

1. Strongly consider becoming fully vaccinated before 
arriving on-site for Annual Conference (if it is medi-
cally advisable for you to do so).

2. If you are not fully vaccinated, please take a test for 
COVID-19 within 48 hours of your planned arrival 

on-site. If you test positive for COVID-19, adjust your 
plans to participate in Annual Conference on-line 
and do not come in person. No one will be check-
ing tests or vaccination cards at the door, but we are 
expecting our IGRC community to be honest with 
each other about this.

3. At this time, our meeting is not in an area of high 
COVID-19 community risk, but some people who are 
at higher risk of serious disease may still choose to 
wear a mask indoors or in crowded places.

4. If you have or develop any symptoms of COVID-19, 
adjust your plans to participate in Annual Confer-
ence on-line and do not come in person. These 
symptoms include fever, cough, headache, conges-
tion, runny nose, or nausea.

Each member or participant at Annual Conference will 
be asked at registration to agree to support the mutual 
wellness through this covenant that states:

1. I agree to abide by the health safety plan put for-
ward by the IGRC Committee on Annual Conference 
Sessions. This plan states all Annual Conference 
members and visitors will abide by safety recom-
mendations made by local, state, or federal public 
health officials.

2. I understand that conditions and recommendations 
may change before the start of Annual Conference, 
and I will pay attention to communications from the 
IGRC with any updates.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out 
the Chair of the IGRC Committee on Annual Conference 
Sessions, Rev. Curtis Brown: cbrown@igrc.org 

Parking Passes and Special Meals
Parking will be managed by the Peoria Civic Center – no 
parking passes will be sold through IGRC.  The Peoria 
Civic Center has two convenient parking lots located 
right next to the facility.  

The Peoria Civic Center Fulton Lot is located on the cor-
ner of Fulton Street and Monroe Street.  

The Peoria Civic Center Marquee Lot is located off Kumpf 
Blvd.  There will be plenty of designated handicap park-
ing spaces available, if needed.  The daily rate for parking 
at each of these lots is $7.

Special meals are somewhat more limited this year as 
there has been a significant price increase due to the 
Civic Center closing its catering service. All catering for 
special meals is with a third-party vendor. 

Concessions will be open within the Peoria Civic Center 
and there are several restaurants within walking distance 
from the Civic Center. The Annual Conference agenda 
has also been adjusted to provide two hour meal breaks 
instead of the standard 90 minutes.

The following special meals will be available at registration:

Thursday lunch: Disaster Response Ministries ($20) and 
Illinois Wesleyan University ($20)

Friday lunch: Asbury Theological Seminary Alumni and 
Friends ($20); Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 
($20); PASBF Retired Ministers and Spouses ($10; limited 
seating available); UM Foundation ($20).

Saturday breakfast: All Community Prayer Breakfast 
($17 adults, kids 5 and under Free)

In addition, the IGRC chapter of the Wesleyan Covenant 
Association will host a breakfast on Friday from 7 to 8 
a.m. at Peoria First UMC. Cost is $5, payable at the door. 
Pre-registration for the breakfast can be made at: https://
fumcpeoria.wufoo.com/forms/q15f5l1p010uvac/

A Time for Love,A Time for Love, A Time for Peace.A Time for Peace.
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