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THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS

DEATHS
We have received word that Bonnie Maritt, widow of the Rev. Elmer 
Eugene (Gene) Maritt, died May 15 in Colon, Mich.

Rev. Maritt served 28 of active ministry in the former Southern Illinois 
Conference. He retired in 1997 from Zion Chapel-Bethel. He died Dec. 
24, 2019.

Condolences may be sent to a daughter, Denise Gilbert, 55570 Old 
Shannon Rd., Colon, MI  49040.

Rev. Gary W. Pearce, 72, pastor of Olney 
Immanuel UMC, died May 12 in Flora.

Rev. Pearce served 19 years of active ministry and 
was set to retire at the 2022 Annual Conference.

For a complete obituary, visit:  https://www.
frankandbright.com/obituaries/obit/1257/ 

Condolences may be sent to Nancy Pearce, 3613 Marigold Lane, Flora, 
IL 62839.

James Medlen, 87, husband of retired pastor Rev. 
Judy Medlen, died May 6 in Monticello.

Rev. Medlen served 12 years, retiring from Nokomis 
in 2005.  

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
mackey-wrightfuneralhome.com/obituary/
james-medlen 

Condolences may be sent to Rev.Judy Medlen, 1000 N. Union Dr., 
Monticello, IL 61856.

Geraldine “Jerry” Baldridge, 92, widow of 
the Rev. George H. Baldridge, died May 3 in San 
Antonio, Texas.

The Baldridges served 38 ½ years of active 
ministry, including 32 ½ years in the former 
Central Illinois Conference. Rev. Baldridge died 

Dec. 2, 1994.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.hugheyfh.com/
obituaries/Geraldine-Baldridge?obId=24783692 

Condolences may be sent to a son, Chuck Baldridge, 9203 Ridgeland 
St., San Antonio, TX 78250.

Part-time local pastor, the Rev. Eunice Glasser, 
67, died April 28 in Indianapolis, Ind. 

At the time of her death, she was serving as pastor 
of the Allendale and St. Francisville UMC’s in the 
Kaskaskia River District.

For a complete obituary, visit:  https://
www.goodwinefuneralhomes.com/obituaries/obituary-
listings?obId=24723756 

Condolences may be sent to her husband, Michael Glasser, 1145 Oak 
St., Bridgeport, IL 62417-1726.

 

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Betty Sue Mahaffey, 
80, died April 15 in Morrison. 

Rev. Mahaffey served 16 years in active ministry, 
retiring from Johnston City-Energy in 2007. She was 
also the widow of the Rev. James O. Mahaffey, who 
served 30 years in The United Methodist Church, 16 

of those years in the former Central Illinois Conference and Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference before taking leave in 2001. He died April 14, 2011.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.legacy.com/
us/obituaries/prairieadvocate/name/betty-mahaffey-
obituary?id=34572891 

Condolences may be sent to a son, Kenneth Mahaffey, 409 N. Cherry 
St., Morrison, IL 61270

Then he said to them all: 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up 
their cross daily and follow me.”  
 – Luke 9:23

Following Jesus is costly. 
Grace is God’s free gift to us 
based on God’s love for us. Grace 
is not earned, purchased, stolen, 
or inherited because of who we 
are related to. Grace is God’s free 
gift because of God’s concern for 
each of His children. Grace is 
provided so that none will perish. 
Grace is free but following Jesus 

will cost you everything. 
The scriptures are clear. The 

first payment involves self-denial. We must, in the 
words of John the Baptist, “decrease and allow Jesus 
to increase in our lives”. Self-denial is not something 
that you hear a lot of in our present day. Self-denial is 
for individuals, churches, and institutions that name 
and claim the name of Jesus. Churches, as well as its 
individual members, must recognize that it is not 

about them (us). But it is about the kingdom of God 
and the advancement of Jesus Christ. Self-denial is 
about trusting and following Jesus even when times 
are dark.

I hear a lot of talk about disaffiliation, separation, 
and departure from The United Methodist Church. I 
have heard, seen, and felt more energy around disaf-
filiation, separation or dissolution than I have heard 
around making disciples and growing the Kingdom of 
God. To be sure, if your church is not currently reach-
ing new people for Jesus Christ changing the denomi-
national label or the church address is not going to 
make a difference. 

I understand the concern that some have around 
issues of theology and Biblical integrity. Theology and 
Biblical integrity are essentials of the Christian faith. 
We all should strive to be obedient and follow God’s 
word and to ardently strive for obeying God’s will. 
Sin should never be compromised. Sin should not be 
embraced in any shape or form by believers, individu-
ally or corporately. Jesus calls us to deny ourselves and 
to pursue our relationship with him on a daily basis. 
Confession of sin and repentance of sin are significant 
steps in remaining true to Jesus. 

I am not sure where we are headed as an annual 
conference. My hope is that we will stay together. That 
we will exhibit grace and space towards one another 
and that above all, we will love like Jesus loves. That 
means not demanding our own way. That means learn-
ing how to express forgiveness to one another and to 
request forgiveness from those that have injured us. 

Jesus said about us, “you are the light of the 
world.” I believe it is time for the church -- laity and 
clergy – to let our light shine for Jesus. Our lights are 
not to shine in such a manner that praise and glory 
is heaped upon churches and individuals. All praise, 
glory and honor belong to the Lord Jesus Christ. Let 
us as members of the body of Christ and as members 
of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference focus on lifting 
up Jesus. 

As we gather together for Annual Conference, let 
us remind ourselves that it is not about me. It is not 
about “my church.” But it is about advancing Jesus – 
inward and outward. 

Looking forward to seeing you in person or virtually.

God bless, 
Bishop Frank J. Beard
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APPOINTMENTS
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard appoints the following:

Michael Crawford to Superintendent, Spoon River District, 
effective July 1.

Arun K. Paul to Decatur: Grace, Sangamon River District, 
effective July 1. This is the first appointment in the IGRC. Rev. 
Paul is a clergy member of the West Ohio Conference.

John M. Hauck to Kewanee, Illinois River District, effective July 1.

Gaurav Holkar to Loraine, Illinois River District, effective July 1.

Robin R. Lyons to Maryville: St. Luke, Mississippi River District, 
½ time, effective July 1.

Sarah Henry to Pesotum, Iroquois River District, ¼ time, 
effective July 1.

Angel Gomez to Westmer Parish, Spoon River District, ¾ time, 
effective July 1.

John Edward Lyons to Saunemin, Vermilion River District, less 
than ¼ time, effective May 1. This is in addition to his service 
to Trinity UM Parish (Cabery-Cullom-Kempton), which he will 
continue to serve.

Debra Hoertel to Rosewood Heights: St. Paul, ½ time and 
Bethalto, ½ time, Mississippi River District, effective July 1.

Martin Ellison to Trinity Charge (Clay City-Harmony-Bethel), 
Kaskaskia River District, effective July 1.

Toby Cutright to Wood River, Mississippi River District, ½ time, 
effective July 1.

5
MMDC and more than 400 volunteers gave nearly 3,000 
hours to fill 48,000 rice meal bags for the people of Ukraine. 

SPRINGFIELD – Revs. Steve and 
Cecilia Granadosin have been appointed 
to congregations in the North Texas 
Conference.

Steve Granadosin, who is pres-
ently the District Superintendent of the 
Spoon River District, will be in ministry 
at Wesley UMC in Sulphur Springs, Texas, while Cecilia 
Granadosin has been appointed to Kavanaugh UMC in 
Greenville, Texas.

Rev. Steve Granadosin has served five years as Dis-
trict Superintendent after serving local congregations in 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference for five years.

Rev. Cecilia Granadosin, who is currently serving 
as pastor of Peoria Forrest Hill UMC, has a background 
in history, writing about indigenous groups in northern 
Philippines.  She also has background in Mechanical De-
sign, having been trained at the Lake Washington Tech/
Boeing School.

As a lay person, she was active in ministries for 
women, especially through the Seattle District United 

Methodist Women.  She helped establish 
an after-Christmas camp for youth which 
is still an active ministry in the area to-
day.  She was instrumental in organizing 
a music ministry in Washington State 
and Vancouver BC, Canada which helped 
equip youth with skills to compose, re-

cord and perform their own praise songs.  She also has 
experience with video production, having assisted the 
Conference produce live and recorded videos.  She hopes 
her experience as a lay person in ministry will help her 
connect with the people she now serves as a pastor.

Called into ordained ministry in 2008, she gradu-
ated from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
Chicago in 2012 at the top of her class.  She was a Georgia 
Harkness Scholar; and she received the Bishop Edsel A. 
Ammons Award for Racial Justice and Understanding 
for helping organize an ecumenical prayer gathering for 
Muslim and Christian Students of Northwestern Univer-
sity.  The prayer was held at the Seminary grounds. 

GRANADOSINS APPOINTED TO TEXAS CONGREGATIONS

Chief among the Granadosins’ interests in 
ministry include local and international mis-
sions, believing that mission work strengthens 
the local church; and that mission work is an 
expression of 1 John 4:19 which says, “We love 
because God first loved us.”  They were instru-
mental in establishing the Volunteers in Mis-
sion – Philippines program in the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference.

Pastors Cecilia and Steve are moving into 
the Greenville area to be close to their children 
who live in Allen, Texas.

She extends her gratitude for the warm 
welcome given to her by DS Cassie Wade, 
Pastor John Kay, the people of Greenville-Kava-
naugh UMC.  She looks forward to serving the 
community of Greenville alongside the faithful 
of Kavanaugh UMC.

GRANADOSINS CONTINUED ON ADJACENT PAGE
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Mark Graham to Twin Rivers Cooperative 
Parish, Spoon River District, ½ time, effective 
July 1.

Melva Graham England to Hillsdale, Spoon 
River District, ½ time, effective July 1.

Russell Rhodes to Oregon-Idaho Conference, 
effective July 1.

Mark R Smith to Flora: First-Louisville, 
Kaskaskia River District, effective July 1. This 
new alignment puts the two churches on a 
single charge.

Curtis Flake to Greenville: First-Mulberry 
Grove, Mississippi River District, effective July 1. 
This new alignment put the two churches on a 
single charge.

Kevin Treptow to Shipman, Mississippi River 
District, ¼ time, effective July 1.

Nancy Hubert to Dorchester, Mississippi River 
District, ¼ time, effective July 1. She will also 
continue serving at Staunton.

Tom Corum to Frankfort: First, Kentucky 
Conference, effective July 1.

Catherine Thomas to Barnes’ St. Louis 
Children’s Hospital, Mississippi River District, 
effective June 20. 

Joe Scheets to Wanda, Mississippi River 
District, ¼ time, effective July 1.

Supply not appointed
Daniel Robert Knutson to Associate Minister, 
Trinity UM Parish (Cabery-Cullom-Kempton), 
less than ¼ time; and Associate Minister, 
Saunemin, less than ½ time, Vermilion 

River District, effective May 1. This is his first 
assignment in IGRC.

Jeremy Volkmar to Ellis Grove-New Palestine-
Preston, ¼ time, effective July 1, 2021.

Jacqueline (Jacque) Leanne Young to 
Associate Minister, Tremont, Illinois River 
District, effective July 1.  This is her first 
assignment in IGRC.

Change of status
Catherine Thomas, discontinuation of 
appointment, Iroquois River District, effective 
May 15. She previously served Tolono-Sadorus.

Betty Lee Henson, discontinuation of 
appointment, LaMoine River District, effective 
June 15. She previously served at Ashland-Peter 
Cartwright.

Angie Ransom, discontinuation of 
appointment, Cache River District, effective May 
1. She previously served at Zeigler-Royalton.

Bradley Fausnacht, discontinuation of 
appointment, Kaskaskia River District. He 
discontinued from serving May Chapel, effective 
May 15, and Olney: St. Paul, effective June 30.

George Wayne Biby, discontinuation of 
appointment, Cache River District, effective 
March 29. He previously served at West 
Frankfort Antioch-West Frankfort Central.

Cyndi Wiedman, discontinuation of 
appointment, Kaskaskia River District, effective 
June 30. She previously served at Louisville.

Linda Dippold, discontinuation of a supply 
assignment, Kaskaskia River District, effective 
June 30. She previously served at Louisville.

APPOINTMENTS CONTINUED ON ADJACENT PAGE

APPOINTMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PPuulllliinngg  OOuutt  AAllll  TThhee  SSttooppss  

FFoorr  tthhee  22002222  IIGGRRCC  CCoonnffeerreennccee  

 

www.StartPianoNow.com www.ChurchOrganNetwork.com www.CapitalCityMusic.net 

Piano Network of IL 

The Yamaha Concert Artist Grand 
was provided by Piano Network 
of IL with locations in Peoria, 
Champaign, Springfield, and 
Effingham.  Piano Network of IL is 
the Yamaha Piano Dealer for 
Central/Southern IL.  Services 
provided include - new and used 
pianos, digital Clavinova pianos, 
digital stage pianos, portable 
keyboards, moving service and 
tuning/repair referral. 

Church Organ Network of IL-IN-KY 

The Allen Church Organ used for 
the conference has been provided 
by Church Organ Network of IL-
IN-KY for the past 15 years.  
Church Organ Network of IL-IN-KY 
serves 52 counties in IL, 15 in IN, 
and 9 in Western Kentucky with 
showrooms alongside Piano 
Network in Peoria, Champaign, 
Springfield, and Effingham. New 
Allen Organs, used organs, and 
repair/moving service. 

Capital City Music 

The Yamaha Drum Set was 
provided by Capital City Music 
of Springfield IL.  Capital City 
Music has a full line music store 
with guitars, bass, drums, amps, 
sound gear, and all sorts of 
accessory items.  Capital City 
Music carries many major 
brands including…Fender, 
Martin, Taylor, Peavey, 
Yamaha, Epiphone, Jackson, 
and multiple accessory lines. 

Representatives for information and specifications– Larry Waldhoff (IL-IN-KY Region, 217-343-1795) – Tom Booth 
(Peoria/Lasalle/Macomb Region, 309-337-1067) – Don Bauer (Peoria, 309-657-5138) - Tommy Kirkpatrick 
(Champaign/Bloomington/Danville, 217-972-7320) – Matt Waldhoff (Springfield/Carbondale Region, 217-652-
2790) - William McCarty (Peoria Region, 217-966-0434) - Bruce Bannister (Effingham IL Region, 217-342-2226) – 
Dennis Lading (Effingham/Southern IL Region, 217-342-2226)

T H E  C U R R E N T    |    J U N E  2 0 2 2   |   1

https://www.frankandbright.com/obituaries/obit/1257/
https://www.frankandbright.com/obituaries/obit/1257/
https://www.mackey-wrightfuneralhome.com/obituary/james-medlen
https://www.mackey-wrightfuneralhome.com/obituary/james-medlen
https://www.mackey-wrightfuneralhome.com/obituary/james-medlen
https://www.hugheyfh.com/obituaries/Geraldine-Baldridge?obId=24783692
https://www.hugheyfh.com/obituaries/Geraldine-Baldridge?obId=24783692
https://www.goodwinefuneralhomes.com/obituaries/obituary-listings?obId=24723756
https://www.goodwinefuneralhomes.com/obituaries/obituary-listings?obId=24723756
https://www.goodwinefuneralhomes.com/obituaries/obituary-listings?obId=24723756
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/prairieadvocate/name/betty-mahaffey-obituary?id=34572891
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/prairieadvocate/name/betty-mahaffey-obituary?id=34572891
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/prairieadvocate/name/betty-mahaffey-obituary?id=34572891


Festival of Quilts at  
Cunningham Home
URBANA  – Cunningham Children’s 
Home will host its 18th Annual Festival of 
Quilts June 3-4 at the Spiritual Life Cen-
ter on the Cunningham campus.

The show will run 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. June 3 
and from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on June 4.

Each year, Cunningham Children’s Home 
hosts its Festival of Quilts in the Spiritual 
Life Center on the Cunningham campus 
in Urbana. The Festival is Cunningham’s 
signature fundraiser and honors the 
tradition of the United Women in Faith 
(formerly named United Methodist 
Women), and the quilts they, and quilters 
from across Illinois, have donated for our 
kids since 1895. 

The Festival includes a collection of 
show quilts that creatively blur the lines 
between conventional quilt making and 
fine art. Quilts of all sizes are also avail-
able to purchase through our quilt auc-
tion and quilt boutique.

Participants may also enjoy home-
baked goods from the bake sale, home 
decor and handcrafted items from the 
gift shop. Join us and help celebrate a 
tradition that offers warmth, comfort, and 
hope to the youth at Cunningham.

For Questions or to Volunteer: contact 
Colleen Combes at 217.337.9058 or by 
email at: ccombes@cunninghamhome.
org. All participating forms can be found 
at: https://www.cunninghamhome.org/
events/annual-festival-quilts/participate-
festival 

Become a Sponsor by visiting https://
www.cunninghamhome.org/events/
all-about-festival-quilts/become-festival-
sponsor to complete an online sponsor-
ship form or contact Combes at the 
contact information listed above.

Peace with Justice Sunday
Peace with Justice Sunday, one of the 
Special Sunday offerings in The United 
Methodist Church, will be observed on 
Sunday, June 12.

United Methodists relate to this special 
Sunday by seeking peaceful solutions, 
creating and supporting peace-related 
ministries in their conference and learn-
ing about peaceful, just efforts around 
the world. Our Social Principles call us 
to love our enemies, seek justice, and 
serve as reconcilers of conflict. We insist 
that the first moral duty of all nations is 
to work together to resolve by peaceful 
means every dispute that arises be-
tween or among them.

The United Methodist Church, with its 
historic commitment to peace and jus-
tice, can and should provide leadership 
to this social transformation. The General 
Board of Church and Society Church 

holds a non-governmental, consultative 
status with the United Nations. This sta-
tus allows us to participate in UN meet-
ings, consultations and conferences. We 
recognize and renew our call for social 
transformation, for the quest to open the 
doors of opportunity for all, to distribute 
resources more equitably, and to pro-
vide better care for persons in need.

Donations for this special Sunday sup-
port programs and ministries to educate, 
equip and mobilize actions in support of 
identified Economic, Health, and Gender 
Justice Priorities. Each Annual Confer-
ence has a Peace with Justice Coor-
dinator developing local social justice 
ministries. Fifty percent of the offering 
remains in your annual conference to 
support this ministry.

We achieve peace with justice efforts 
by working with the World Council of 
Churches, interfaith and ecumenical 
bodies, and secular organizations for 
social-justice policies and programs that 
seek the wholeness of shalom for all of 
God’s people. Your gift, joined with the 
gifts of others makes a significant impact 
in the lives of individuals and communi-
ties.

Resources to promotes and celebrate 
Peace with Justice Sunday can be found 
at: https://www.resourceumc.org/en/
churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/
peace-with-justice-sunday-pastor-and-
leader-kit 

Gifts and offerings may be made in your 
local church or you can make an online 
donation by visiting: https://www.umc.
org/en/content/peace-with-justice-sun-
day-ministry-article and click on the Give 
Now button.

United Women in Faith Mission u
SPRINGFIELD – 
Mission u 2022 
will by July 17-20 
at the Northfield 
Center in Spring-
field. Participants 
can choose to 
participate in-
person, online or 
virtually with video uploaded after the 
event. 

Registration can be found at: https://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/Missionu2022 

Once you press the Submit Registration 
button, you will have the following pay-
ment options:

• Credit Card – At the top of your 
screen upon submission, there is 
a Pay Now button. Click on the 
button to go to Paypal to pay the 
amount due. Upon paying by credit 
card, you will receive an email that 
serves as your receipt of payment.

• Check – If you wish to mail in your 
payment, please make your check 
payable to IGRC and send it to: 
Mission u, Illinois Great Rivers Con-
ference, P. O. Box 19207, Springfield, 
IL  62794-9207. Please include the 
message "Mission u 2022" in your 
check memo area.

Beginning in 2022, we will introduce a 

new model of Mission u curricula. In-
stead of creating separate studies that 
examine spiritual growth, justice, and 
national and global social issues, we are 
integrating these commitments into one 
curricula. This means there will be one 
curricula for adults, one for youth and 
one for children.

Our goals are to make this curriculum 
widely adaptable and easy to use in dis-
tricts, units and local churches as well 
as to create intentional opportunities for 
intergenerational learning.

Mission u materials
Who Can We Be Together?: A Biblical Ex-
ploration of Luke 13 by Candace Simpson.

This study brings participants deeper 
into Jesus' teachings in this chapter of 
Luke to explore what it means to be in 
community. As the author notes, "For 
followers of Christ 2,000 years later, it's 
important for us to sit with the range of 
emotions we have in response to these 
words. It's not easy to build and sustain 
communities, especially when there are 
forces that drain us, exhaust us, and even 
push us to act uncharacteristically. And 
yet, we are called to act on the most 
ethical principles of our faith so we can 
witness the kin-dom of God on earth."

Who Can We Be Together? can be 
adapted to a variety of settings outside 
of the Mission u format, including Sun-
day school and other church school set-
tings. Adaptations for distance learning 
are also provided.

Participants are response for getting 
their own books. We highly recommend 
that you read the book to receive maxi-
mum benefit from the study. You may 
borrow the book from a library or pur-
chase the book through the UMW web-
site at: https://www.umwmissionresourc-
es.org or for Kindle through https://www.
amazon.com, the link for which is also on 
the UMW Mission Resources page

Mediation Skills Training Institute
LOMBARD – The Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center is returning to in-person 
training with its Mediation Skills Training 

Institute Aug. 1-5 at St. Mark's Episcopal 
Church in Glen Ellyn.

This workshop is designed for pastors 
and other church leaders who want to 
learn how to deal more effectively with 
interpersonal, congregational, and other 
forms of group conflict. Participants will 
acquire knowledge and skills that will 
help them guide their congregations 
towards greater unity of spirit and pur-
pose. More specifically, this workshop 
will help participants to:

View conflict not merely as something 
negative but as a positive opportunity 
for healing and growth

Place mediation skills within the context 
of family systems theory

Practice conflict transformation skills in 
a variety of settings, including church, 
home, school or office

Help their congregations model the 
unity and singleness of purpose that 
should characterize the body of Christ

Read more and register by visiting: 
https://lmpeacecenter.org/all-events/ 

Download a brochure at: 
https://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/47517fd3-57c0-
4555-b0f0-67a243dbd92b.pdf  

GCAH sponsors Splits, Separa-
tions and Reconciliations Course 
MADISON, N.J. – Learn more about our 
past Splits, Separations, and Reconcili-
ations through the  United Methodist 
History Hub at: https://umhistoryhub.
teachable.com, the new online course 
platform from the General Commission 
on Archives and History. 

Wherever you are, connect with GCAH, 
access our experts, and learn your story.:

Consider this resource as you plan your 
summer small group studies as it takes 
us through our past splits and separa-
tions and consider the nuance of our 
past reconciliations. It ’s complete with 
scanned images from our repository, 
videos from various scholars, discussion 
questions, and is scripturally centered. 
There's also a visual timeline from Char-
lie Baber available for purchase.

GCAH will is also rolling out several new 
courses this year. In the fall, the Local 
Church Historian School returns with 
updated material, videos, and lectures. 
We're also developing a course on In-
digenous Boarding Schools, Methodists 
and Medicine, and a confirmation class.

C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

THE TRUST CLAUSE IS ABOUT MY GRANDPARENTS
BY BISHOP MICHAEL COYNER

There is a lot of talk these days 
about the “Trust Clause” of our United 
Methodist Church - especially as some 
individuals, groups, and even local 
churches consider “splitting” and leaving 
our UMC.  

Some of those persons think that they should be 
allowed to take their church property and assets with 
them, and they want the Trust Clause to be waived for 
them.  Others mistakenly talk about how in the UMC the 
local church does not “own” its property, but the Annual 
Conference owns it.  Others wonder what is the Trust 
Clause all about, anyway?

The simplest way to explain the Trust Clause is to 
remember that it is not about denominational policies or 
legal issues, it is about respecting my grandparents and 
their legacy.  My grandparents were lifelong Methodists 
(and then United Methodists after the 1968 merger).  
They put their hearts, souls, and resources into their local 

church.  When some other nearby local congregations 
decided to leave the UMC, my grandparents were very 
upset and told me that such congregations were ignoring 
the legacy of previous generations who had given their 
hearts and souls for their churches.  

The Trust Clause was developed in the early days 
of Methodism to protect the legacy of people like my 
grandparents, so that a later generation could not just take 
a quick vote and steal that legacy for their own use.

People leave the UMC all the time (and yet every year 
more people from other denominations join the UMC than 
the number leaving).  If individuals or even groups disagree 
with our denomination and want to leave, they may do so.  
But when a congregation or a part of congregation wants 
to leave our UMC, their local church property and assets 
revert to the Trustees of the Annual Conference to honor 
the legacy of those who have given their hearts and souls to 
create that property and those assets.  

Sometimes those assets are used to launch other 
new United Methodist congregations; sometimes that 

launch occurs in the very same building which has been 
abandoned by those who have left our UMC.  The whole 
point of the Trust Clause is to honor the legacy of those 
who have gone before us.

As long as a UM congregation remains with the 
UMC, they “own” their building, properties, and assets 
and make all of the decisions about those assets.  It is 
only when a congregation votes to cease being a UM 
congregation (which usually happens when a local 
church votes to “close” and discontinue due to declining 
membership) that the Trust Clause comes into play.

The Trust Clause is all about honoring the legacy of 
my grandparents -- and yours.

(Bishop Michael J. Coyner was a United Methodist 
bishop, consecrated by the North Central Jurisdiction in 
1996. He was resident bishop of the Dakotas Area from 
1996 to 2004 and then served 12 years as bishop of the 
Indiana Area from 2004 to 2016 when he retired. Bishop 
Coyner died Jan. 8, 2020 at the age of 70).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Assistant youth leader,  
worship leader sought
Jacksonville Grace United Methodist 

Church is seeking to hire a part-time 

Assistant Youth Leader and a part-tim
e 

Worship Leader. Benefits are available. 

Interested candidates are encouraged
 to 

email or call Grace UMC at 217-245-9521 

or jaxgraceumc@gmail.com to submit a 

cover letter and resume to Rev. Dr. Don 

Jackson.

BY DAN POWERS

“I’m not praying only for 
them but also for those 
who believe in me because 
of their word. I pray they 
will be one, Father” (John 
17:20-21 CEB)

Others, including myself, have written 
about the central issue in the impending 
split in my denomination, The United 
Methodist Church. However, I haven’t 
seen as many address the aftermath of 
such a division. With no claims to being 
a modern prophet, here is what I foresee 
as a likely scenario for the two major 
resulting parts of that separation, the 
United Methodist Church (UMC) and the 
Global Methodist Church (GMC):

1. After the split, there will still be 
LGBTQ persons and advocates 
of inclusion in the GMC and 
Traditionalists in the UMC. Why? 
Several reasons, both realistic 
and more thoughtful.

a. Because their whole family 
goes to your church and they 
want to be with them.

b. Because there are only 
3 or 4 churches in many 
small towns and they 
aren’t Catholic, Baptist, or 
Pentecostal so they only have 
yours left to attend.

c. Because they’re stubborn 
and don’t want to change 
churches.

d. Because they love your 
church and want to see it 
change.

e. Because people who are 
LGBTQ and their advocates 
and those with Traditionalist 
views aren’t going to stop 
being born, or coming to the 
realization of who they are or 
what they believe.

2. After division, the issues around 

sexuality and the church won’t 
go away just because a new 
denomination is formed or 
leaves. In both the UMC and 
GMC there will still be:

a. Internal disagreements
b. Public protests
c. Resolutions voted on at 

General Conference or some 
other decision-making body

3. Society won’t stop changing no 
matter what the GMC and UMC 
do.

So with that likely future in mind, the 
question I see is; Why split?

• Nothing will be solved.
• People who disagree will still 

worship with us.
• What will we have gained?

Of course I am not naïve enough to 
believe that those who started this ball 
rolling will stop it now. There will be 
two or more denominations out of the 
present one. The UMC and GMC and 
others will have different paths for the 
foreseeable future.

But what they won’t have is unanimity or 
an end to the debate within or without. 

And one day, perhaps many years in 
the future, they may find their way back 
together.

So, not for this reason alone, I will be 
staying with the UMC, and I will hope 
that many of you as individuals and 
churches will do the same. 

If we’re going to have to wrestle with 
this issue afterward anyway, why not 
wrestle with it now together?

Will it be frustrating? Yes.

But it will not be less so apart!

(Rev. Dan Powers is retired IGRC clergy. 
The above post was from his blog, 
danpowersblog.wordpress.com)

An Open Letter to My DenominationPostponing General Conference  
may be a good thing
BY LOVETT WEEMS

Many appear to see 
the postponement of the 
General Conference to 

2024 as a bad thing. It may be, but chances 
are just as great that it will be a good 
thing. Time seems to help when we seek to 
discern God’s will on difficult issues.

John Wesley’s last sermon, preached 
one week before his death, was from Isaiah 
55:6, “Seek ye the Lord while he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he is near” 
(KJV). You recognize this passage from a 
portion of Isaiah critically influential for 
New Testament Christians struggling to 
understand the unfolding meaning of the 
coming of Christ for their lives. 

Our human need for control often 
resists the need to call upon the Lord and 
wait for the veil of uncertainty to lift. Our 
need for certainty invariably outruns our 
waiting in prayerful discernment. Are 
decisions now, when we see in a mirror 
dimly, better than waiting? Let's look back 
at other pivotal moments in Methodist 
history to see.

For example, what if the 1844 
Methodist Episcopal General Conference, 
in which Methodism split north and south, 
had been postponed?

Does anyone think that after the 
United States divided over slavery, over 
600,000 died in a war about slavery, and 
slavery was outlawed that the church 
would have divided for the formation 
of a more slavery-accommodating 
denomination?

Or, what if the 1939 Uniting 
Conference that approved a racially 
segregated church structure had been 
postponed to 1969? Does anyone think 
that in 1969 Methodism would have 
established a segregated jurisdiction for 
African Americans? 

Some talk about the anguish and 
uncertainty of delays. It depends on your 
perspective. What about the anguish in 
1939 of the 47 African American General 
Conference delegates who all voted against 
the exclusionary plan or abstained? 
When the conference rose to sing in 

celebration, We Are Marching to Zion, 
those 47 delegates remained seated. Some 
wept, including one of the most admired 
Methodists of her time, Mary McLeod 
Bethune. 

People on differing sides seem to 
consider this time of delay as a time of such 
uncertainty that it immobilizes energy for 
mission. Some disaffiliating churches said 
the debate had become a distraction from 
their mission. Really? Churches are likely 
to be distracted from their mission when 
their leaders are. Most churches put their 
mission far ahead of issue debates. 

After the turmoil of the 2019 General 
Conference spread rapidly, some bishops 
immediately scheduled meetings to hear 
concerns. At one event, a bishop asked 
the laity and clergy gathered what had 
happened in their churches in the two 
weeks since the General Conference. After 
some silence, people told many stories of 
their continuing ministries but not even 
one had let the recent actions of General 
Conference delegates keep them from their 
mission tasks. 

Ministry goes on. And pandemics, 
authoritarian regimes and atrocities of war 
have a way of putting into perspective our 
denominational struggles. 

Yes, in these present moments I think 
time is helping many United Methodists 
put things in a broader view. Even some 
whose views align with those calling for 
division recognize the difference between 
what they are hearing and the grace-filled, 
loving and open Methodism they cherish. 

It’s not that the contentious issues 
of today are not important. They matter 
but are not the heart of what Jesus taught. 
John Wesley always feared that secondary 
things would overshadow Wesley’s abiding 
passion that all come to know the love 
of God revealed in Christ. I pray that we 
attune ourselves now to the grace we know 
in Jesus Christ and to Wesley's passion for 
spreading that good news to all.

(Weems is distinguished professor of church 
leadership emeritus and senior consultant of the 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership at Wesley 
Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C.)

Director of Congregational 
Development 
The Ilinois Great Rivers 
Conference is hiring a Director 
of Congregational Development. 
The Director will be responsible 
for developing strategies and 
resources for establishing 
innovative new faith communities 
and new church starts. This 
position works collaboratively 
with the Resident Bishop, 
Cabinet, Conference staff, and 
the Congregational Development 
Team to start new congregations 
and develop vitality in existing 
congregations. For a complete 
description and how to apply 
click here https://www.igrc.org/
classifiedsdetail/16503790
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BY SAMUEL LISEC
Galesburg Register-Mail

GALESBURG — The First United Methodist Church is celebrated the 
175th anniversary of its congregation this year with a community block party 
on Saturday, May 14, and an outdoor service on Sunday, May 15.

“One-hundred-and-seventy-five years is not something every church or 
organization reaches, and so we felt like it was something that we very much 
wanted to and needed to celebrate,” said Pastor Vincent Rohn, who has been 
a pastor at the church at 120 N. Kellogg St. for six years.

The block party is free to attend and will involve inflatables, a dunk tank, 
carnival games and other activities on the church’s north lawn from noon to 
4 p.m. There will also be free pizza, popcorn, water and live music. 

Rohn said that the festivities are intended to help invite the community 
in to celebrate the church’s milestone together.

“Our understanding is that the church and the individual church, we 
don't exist for ourselves, we exist as part of the community,” Rohn said. “It 
was very important for us to see this as an opportunity for us to connect with 
some of our neighbors and other folks in the community.”

The service on Sunday began at 10:30 a.m. and was held under a large 
tent similar to the revival services that Methodists would have held when the 
congregation was first established in the 1840’s. 

Rohn said that the various worship leaders were in period dress and the 
congregation will sing old time hymns that also would have been in common 
use in the 1840s.

“We're just hoping to get a sense of what worship would have been like 
175 years ago when our church began," Rohn said.

The First United Methodist Church’s congregation was about 200 people 
strong during Sunday worship before the pandemic, Rohn said. Though it’s 
more difficult to gauge that number now with online worship, which Rohn 
said has almost become “essential,” he believes the congregation remains that 
size now as well. 

Besides developments in technology over the past 175 years, Rohn 
said the congregation has also seen three different buildings, worship styles 
change and shift and Sunday school attendance swell and gradually diminish.

“We've seen this church roll with all of those changes and be able to 
minister and connect with the community throughout all of those changes,” 
Rohn said. “We're really excited to see what God is willing to do and 
accomplish in our next 175 years.”

(From a May 13 story posted on the Galesburg Register-Mail website, www.
galesburg.com)

United Media Resource Center 
moving to new locationFire damages basement of former 

East Moline Grace UMC building
BY THOMAS GEYER
Quad City Times

EAST MOLINE  – Bob Steen could 
only stand and watch the afternoon of 
May 16 as East Moline firefighters put 
out the fire that somehow started in 
the basement of the old Grace UMC 
building he purchased about five years 
ago.

Steen said he paid cash for the building 
at 325 20th St. and had just completed 
refurbishing the basement.

A fire was the last thing he expected 
as he was about to start getting 
everything ready to refurbish the upstairs.

“Thankfully my dog is OK,” Steen said, 
adding that his dog’s name is Smoke.

“I don’t know what happened,” he said, adding 
that he doesn’t know if it was an electrical 
problem or there was some other issue.

Looking from the outside, the stained-glass windows 

of the old church appeared to be unharmed. 

Firefighters were called to the scene about 4:30 
p.m. The fire was extinguished at about 5 p.m.

Firefighters from Moline and the Rock Island 
Arsenal assisted at the scene.

(Reprinted from the Quad City Times website, 
www.qctimes.com)

Photo courtesy of Judy Doyle

Members of  Green Valley First United Methodist Church “invaded” Dick Lohnes’ 
home to wish him a happy birthday. Dick celebrated his 104th birthday on May 2. He received 
93 birthday cards from his family, church family and community.  

SPRINGFIELD – The United Media Resource is 
entering into a new location and partnership with 
Kumler United Methodist Church in Springfield, 
Illinois. As part of the transition, Kumler UMC will 
be housing the resource center and managing the 
lending library of resources. The UMRC will pause 
its lending and operations on June 1, 2022 and 
resume operations on August 1, 2022.

"Kumler United Methodist Church is excited about 
the opportunity to house and operate the United 
Methodist Resource Center at our Outreach 
Center, connecting churches with materials and 
resources," said the Rev. Don Goodenow, pastor 
at Kumler UMC in Springfield, IL.  "This is another 
way we can be in ministry and help others grow 
as disciples.  We encourage anyone who wants to 
volunteer at the UMRC to contact us.”

Rev. Dr. Curtis Brown, Director of Connectional 
Ministries for the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
said, “This is a great opportunity for us to partner 
with Kumler’s facility and volunteers to help keep 
this Resource Center operating and supporting the 
mission and ministries of its users.” More details 
about the transition, operations, and how to access 
the UMRC resources will be posted at www.igrc.
org/UMRC.

If you have questions about this partnership, please 
contact Curtis Brown at cbrown@igrc.org. If you 
would like to volunteer or have questions about 
future UMRC operations, you can reach Kumler at 
217-523-2269 and ask for Sharon Brown.

GALESBURG FIRST  
CELEBRATES 175 YEARS 
WITH BLOCK PARTY

Five named IGRC Scholars for 2022-23 school year
SPRINGFIELD – The Board of Higher Education and 
Campus Ministry has announced five recipients of the 
2022-2023 Undergraduate Scholarship. 

The scholars include with their home church, class and 
school:

• Lily Bishop, Carbondale: First, freshman, Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale, majoring in political 
science

• Henrick August Esguerra, Goreville, freshman, McK-
endree University, majoring in computer information 
systems and minor in accounting

• Emily King-Nobles, Normal: First, sophomore, St. 
Olaf College, majoring in social work and Spanish

• Jordan Rouse, Macomb: Wesley, senior, Western Il-
linois University, majoring in history education

• Rachel Schlueter, Cantrall, sophomore, Illinois State 
University, majoring in nursing

A committee read 22 applications and made a selec-
tion based upon community and church involvement as 

well how applicants see themselves in the future of The 
United Methodist Church.

Esguerra, King-Nobles and Rouse were also IGRC Schol-
ars for 2021-22 school year.

Applicants must be members of a United Method-
ist Church in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference for a 
minimum of one year. Scholarships awarded will be sent 
to the community college, college or university that the 
student will be attending during the 2022-2023 school 

year to help pay for their undergraduate tuition. 

Each of the five recipients will receive a $1,000 scholar-
ship which can be used toward tuition. 

Funding for the scholarships come from a line-item in 
the conference budget administered by the Conference 
Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry, which 
will distribute the scholarship funds in July.

LILY BISHOP HENRICK ESGUERRA JORDAN ROUSEEMILY KING-NOBLES RACHEL SCHLUETER

Westerfield Tucker earns Berakah Award from North American Academy of Liturgy
The North American Academy of Liturgy 
(NAAL) announced in its latest newsletter 
that Boston University School of Theology 
Professor of Worship Karen Westerfield 
Tucker is the 2023 recipient of the pres-
tigious Berakah Award. The NAAL plans 
to present the award to Prof. Westerfield 

Tucker in person at its annual meeting in January 2023 in 
Toronto, Ontario.

The Berakah Award is bestowed to members of the NAAL 

and is given to liturgical scholars and practitioners in 
recognition of distinguished contribution to the profession. 
Recommendations for the award are made by members 
of the Academy, and the award has been presented every 
year since 1976. Prof. Westerfield Tucker is only the ninth 
woman and the fifth United Methodist to receive this award.

Prof. Westerfield Tucker has been teaching at the Boston 
University School of Theology since 2004. She is a United 
Methodist elder affiliated with the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, and is a past president of the ecumenical and 

international Societas Liturgica. For nine years, she was the 
editor-in-chief of the society’s journal Studia Liturgica.

The North American Academy of Liturgy is an ecumenical 
and inter-religious association of liturgical scholars.  NAAL 
collaborates in research concerning public worship; meets 
annually in early January in cities throughout the United 
States and Canada. 

200 years (founded in 1822)
 Franklin UMC, LaMoine River District
175 years (founded in 1847)
 Durham, Spoon River District
 Oquawka, Spoon River District
150 years (founded in 1872)
 Carterville, Cache River District
 New Burnside, Cache River District
 Altamont: First, Embarras River District
 Varna, Illinois River District
 Cissna Park, Iroquois River District
 Rankin, Iroquois River District
 Terre Haute, Spoon River District
 Swan Creek, Spoon River District
 Taylor Ridge, Spoon River District
 Kempton, Vermilion River District
 Varna, Vermilion River District

Milestone  
Churches for 2022

Hearts together create abundant blessings: 
MMDC, volunteers meet Ukraine Challenge

CHATHAM – Over two weeks in May, more than 
400 volunteers gave nearly 3,000 hours to fill 48,000 rice 
meal bags for the people of Ukraine. 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center recorded that 
of the 400 volunteers, 275 were new volunteers to this 
Conference and Jurisdictional ministry.

On May 20, 40 pallets with 30 cases each of rice meal 

bags were shipped. The shipment, with a value of $96,000, 
was in response to a request from North Star Foundation.

Additional funds that come in for Ukraine will be 
designated for ongoing support there. Donations are 
still being accepted to offset shipping costs and ongoing 
support. You may donate online by visiting: https://www.
midwestmission.org/donate and designating Ukraine Relief.

Gwendy Garner, Chester: First UMC Lay Leader, presents a vase of fresh flowers to Vicky Beers, Church Organist.  

The gift was in recognition and honor of National Church Organist Day 2022.  Beers given FUMC uninterrupted service since 
1981 when she first began playing for the church. She started as pianist with organists Sue Reiman and Earline Henson.  

Following Reiman and Henson's retirements, Beers accepted the Organist position and has faithfully served as Organist, 
Pianist, Choir Director, Accompanist, and Music Director since that time.  During her 41 years of faithful service to the Church 
Beers has also been actively involved in directing the Children's Choir, Children's Bell Choir, Children's Christmas Programs 
and other music-related events and activities.   Photo by Jim Beers
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BY HEATHER HAHN 

BUFFALO, N.Y. – Lincoln Memorial United 
Methodist Church stands a few blocks from the grocery 
store where a gunman opened fire May 14 — killing 10 
people and injuring three.

But for members of the largely Black congregation 
in Buffalo, what officials labeled a white supremacist 
attack hit far closer to home.

One member lost an inspiring teacher. Another 
lost her beloved uncle. The church’s pastor, the Rev. 
George Nicholas, is close to the family of Aaron Salter, 
the retired police officer who died trying to stop the 
gunman.

On May 15, they and an interracial crowd of 
worshippers came to Lincoln Memorial to mourn, 
to begin to heal and to discuss what following Jesus 
requires.

“See for us Black folks, we are familiar with 
suffering,” Nicholas told those gathered. “This ain’t news 
to us. We’ve been here before and we’re just desperately 
waiting for God’s people to stand shoulder-to-shoulder 
with us not just for a moment, not just for a vigil, not 
just for prayer time. I’m talking about standing with us.”

Nicholas was among the United Methodists calling 
for prayer and action after a weekend that not only saw 
a mass shooting in Buffalo but also across the country 
in a Presbyterian church in Southern California.

The Rev. Doug Williams, senior pastor of Laguna 
Country United Methodist Church in Laguna Woods, 
California, said his church is reaching out to its 
Presbyterian neighbors to find out what is needed.

“We are going to try to meet those needs if we can,” 
he said. “We’re going to offer prayers and support. I 
know that's cliché, but it does give comfort to folks.”

Laguna Woods started as a 55+ community that 
has since grown into a city. A gunman opened fire at a 
lunch banquet of a Taiwanese Presbyterian congregation 
that shares a building with Geneva Presbyterian Church. 
The attack killed one person and wounded five others. 
Investigators say the killing was motivated by political 
tensions between China and Taiwan, and they have also 

labeled the mass shooting a hate crime against Taiwanese 
people.

According to the Gun Violence Archive, the U.S. 
has seen more than 200 mass shootings as of the 19th 
week of 2022. The Gun Violence Archive defines mass 
shootings as an incident when four or more people are 
shot or killed — not including the shooter. The attack in 
Buffalo is the deadliest so far this year.

Bishop Mark J. Webb, who leads the Upper New 
York Conference that includes Buffalo, released a 
statement immediately after the attack calling for prayer 
for the wounded and people who lost loved ones.

“As the Church of Jesus Christ, we condemn hatred, 
injustice and sin in all its forms,” the bishop said in his 
statement. “Violence against another, whether with a 
gun or with another weapon, is sin and we must stand 
against it.”

Investigators say the 18-year-old suspect in 
the Buffalo killings allegedly laid out in a 180-page 
manifesto why he wanted to kill, including his belief in 
a racist conspiracy theory that white people are being 
replaced by Black people and Jewish people. The suspect 
then recorded himself driving to the Tops Friendly 
Market and carrying out the attack, law enforcement 
officials said. The gunman targeted a largely Black 
neighborhood, shooting 11 Black people and two white.

United Women in Faith, formerly known as United 
Methodist Women, noted that the massacre is only the 
latest high-profile shooting in which authorities say 
the suspect was motivated by hate. Those include last 
year’s shootings at Atlanta-area massage parlors that 
left eight dead, including six Asian women; the 2019 
mass shooting in El Paso, Texas, that targeted Latinos; a 
2018 assault on a synagogue in Pittsburgh and the 2015 
attack on a Bible study at Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina.

“We name the simple truth today: White 
supremacist ideology is a poison to our country and 
anathema to the gospel of Jesus Christ,” said Harriett 
Jane Olson, top executive of United Women in Faith.

(Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News). 

CHURCHES CONDEMN HATE,  
URGE ACTION AFTER SHOOTINGS

Church court: annual conferences cannot exit unilaterally
BY HEATHER HAHN

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNews) – U.S. annual 
conferences have no authority under current church 
law to withdraw from The United Methodist Church, the 
denomination’s top court ruled.

“There is no basis in Church law for any annual 
conference to adopt stopgap policies, pass resolutions, 
take a vote, or act unilaterally for the purpose of 
removing itself from The United Methodist Church,” the 
Judicial Council ruled in Decision 1444.

The church court said only General Conference — the 
denomination’s top lawmaking assembly — can set the 
process and conditions for these regional church bodies 
to leave the United Methodist connection. 

But as of now, General Conference has not established 
such a process for annual conferences within the U.S.

“Absent General Conference legislation, any vote and 
actions taken by an annual conference to separate are 
unconstitutional, null and void, and of no legal force or 
effect,” the Judicial Council said.

The church court released the ruling May 10 as U.S. 
annual conferences are about to begin their season of 
yearly meetings.

Judicial Council member Beth Capen issued a separate 
opinion that concurs in part and dissents in part. Capen 
concurred with the ultimate holding but approached the 
issue differently. 

The United Methodist constitution describes an annual 
conference as “the basic body” of the denomination. 
Each consists of multiple congregations and other 
ministries such as camps and college groups in a 
geographical area. The United Methodist Church has 53 
annual conferences in the U.S., and 80 spread across 
Africa, Europe and the Philippines. A bishop presides at 
each annual conference. 

Decision 1444 responds to questions brought by the 
United Methodist Council of Bishops about U.S. annual 
conferences. The Book of Discipline, the denomination’s 
law book, has a lengthy process for conferences outside 
the United States to become autonomous.

The bishops are dealing with a splintering in the 
denomination. After years of intensifying internal 
disputes around the status of LGBTQ people, the coming 
General Conference faces proposals for some kind of 
denominational separation including the disaffiliation of 

annual conferences. However, not one of these separation 
proposals has received a General Conference vote. 

Complications from the pandemic have caused 
three postponements of the international legislative 
assembly, from May 2020 to now 2024. With the third 
postponement, some theological conservatives decided 
to stop waiting for General Conference action and 
instead launched a breakaway denomination — the 
Global Methodist Church — on May 1. 

But with no General Conference-approved separation 
plan in effect, the bishops asked whether U.S. annual 
conferences can leave under current church law.

As the Judicial Council notes, resolutions already have 
been filed in at least two U.S. annual conferences — 
Northwest Texas and South Georgia — seeking their 
disaffiliation. The Northwest Texas Annual Conference, 
which encompasses the Texas Panhandle, held a 
nonbinding vote last year signaling its aspirations to 
leave The United Methodist Church and join the Global 
Methodist Church.

The Judicial Council rejected arguments made in some 
briefs that an annual conference should be able to set 
its own rules for departure. Without enabling legislation 
passed by General Conference, the church court said, an 
annual conference disaffiliation “is contrary to Church law.”

Annual conferences elect General Conference delegates, 
deal with matters related to clergy ordination, manage 
church discipline and, in the U.S., serve as pension plan 
sponsors for their clergy members. Annual conferences 
also are responsible for handling the disaffiliations of 
individual United Methodist congregations. 

They are part of The United Methodist Church’s 
connectional form of church governance and any 
separation has “serious ramifications” for both the 
departing annual conference and beyond its boundaries, 
the Judicial Council said.

“The question of annual conference withdrawal from 
The United Methodist Church is a connectional matter 
and requires a churchwide legislative solution primarily 
because General Conference has ‘full legislative power 
over all matters distinctively connectional,’” the church 
court said, quoting the United Methodist constitution. 

Church law already spells out how an annual conference 
“outside the United States” can become “an autonomous 
Methodist, affiliated autonomous Methodist or affiliated 

united church.”

The bishops asked if this process, in the Book of 
Discipline’s Paragraph 572, can be viewed “as minimum 
standards” for any annual conference disaffiliation. 
The Judicial Council said “no” since the paragraph 
only applies to conferences outside the United States. 
“There is no parallel provision or process for U.S. annual 
conferences,” the church court said.

In Decision 1444, the Judicial Council also expanded on 
part of one of the court’s earlier rulings. Decision 1366, 
from 2018, repeatedly came up in briefs arguing that 
conferences should be able to set their own rules for exits. 

The Bulgaria-Romania Provisional Annual Conference 
also referenced Decision 1366 in a resolution to leave 
The United Methodist Church for the Global Methodist 
Church — a move that now has led to another item on 
the Judicial Council docket.  

In that earlier ruling, the church court was reviewing 
the constitutionality of proposed legislation going to 
the special 2019 General Conference. The decision 
said a proposal that set up a procedure for annual 
conferences to become self-governing was in line with 
the denomination’s constitution. 

“An annual conference has the right to vote to withdraw 
from The United Methodist Church,” Decision 1366 
said. “This reserved right, however, is not absolute but 
must be counterbalanced by the General Conference’s 
power to ‘define and fix the powers and duties of annual 
conferences.’”

However, the particular proposal under review in Decision 
1366 never became church law. It was part of a longer petition 
that died in committee at the 2019 General Conference. 

In short, General Conference has not approved any 
legislation that provides a process for U.S. annual 
conferences to exit The United Methodist Church. 

“While an annual conference has the reserved right 
to vote on disaffiliation, the General Conference must 
first enact enabling legislation to establish the right to 
withdraw but has not done so for U.S. conferences,” the 
Judicial Council said in Decision 1444. 

“Decision 1366 cannot be construed as creating a self-
executing right for an annual conference to separate 
because the Judicial Council has no legislative authority.”

(Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News).

BY HEATHER HAHN 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNews) –  The United 
Methodist Council of Bishops has the authority to call 
jurisdictional conferences this year to elect and assign 
new episcopal leaders in the U.S.

However, that authority does not extend to changing 
the Sept. 1 date when church law says newly elected U.S. 
bishops officially take office, the denomination’s top court 
ruled in Decision 1445.

Usually jurisdictional conferences meet to elect 
bishops in mid-July every four years following General 
Conference, the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly.

But amid General Conference’s continued pandemic-
caused delay, the Judicial Council said the bishops can 
call jurisdictional conferences “for the limited purpose 
of effectuating the continuance of an episcopacy in 
The United Methodist Church” as required by the 
denomination’s constitution.

Put another way, the Judicial Council says new bishop 
elections can occur off their usual schedule to fulfill the 
United Methodist constitutional mandate that bishops 
provide continuing supervision.

The Council of Bishops tentatively had set Nov. 2-5 
for jurisdictional conferences if the Judicial Council ruled 
in favor of holding the regional meetings.

To comply with the requirement that new bishops 
take office on Sept. 1, the Judicial Council decision 
said the Council of Bishops must either reschedule the 
jurisdictional conferences so they occur before Sept. 1 this 
year or assign the newly elected bishops on an interim 
basis until they officially begin their assignments on Sept. 
1, 2023.

The Judicial Council released Decision 1445 on May 
20, just as U.S. annual conferences — church regional 
bodies — begin their spring and summer meetings. 
Annual conferences frequently nominate one of their 
clergy members to be a bishop candidate at jurisdictional 
conferences.

Separate opinion concurs in part, dissents in part
Judicial Council member Beth Capen issued a 

separate opinion that concurs in part and dissents in part.
Capen concurred with the ultimate holding but 

dissented that newly elected bishops must assume 
office on Sept. 1 “because it serves no purpose in these 

circumstances.”
“Rather, I would suggest that it is much more logical, 

for the limited purpose of this current situation and for 
Jurisdictional Conferences held in 2022 only, that just as 
we had done prior to 1976, we permit the newly-elected 
bishops to begin their duties immediately following their 
assignment,” she wrote.

Decision 1445 responded to questions raised by the 
Council of Bishops following the third postponement of 
General Conference, originally scheduled in 2020 and 
now set for 2024.

Last year, U.S. bishops who initially postponed their 
retirements after General Conference’s first delay stepped 
down because they were taking on new roles with the 
Council of Bishops or were bumping up against the 
denomination’s mandated retirement age for bishops.

To continue episcopal coverage, 13 U.S. bishops have 
since taken on expanded assignments. Five bishops who 
planned to retire also agreed to stay on.

In asking the Judicial Council to rule in favor of 

RULING OPENS DOOR FOR BISHOP ELECTIONS IN 2022
Jurisidictions set to meet in November, bishops would take office Sept. 1, 2023

A man leaves flowers at a makeshift memorial in Buffalo, N.Y. following a May 14 shooting that killed 10 and injured three.  Photo courtesy of the Des Moines Register

Prayer for Buffalo 
A prayer offered by the Rev. Christina Berry and the 
Illinois Conference of Churches: 

O God,  

Today I was going to clean the kitchen and walk the 
dog. Today I was going to spend some time outside, 
and go to the grocery store. You know, God, ordinary 
things. I wasn’t going to spend the day glued to a screen, 
alternately crying and praying. I had other plans.  

But once again, God, evil has reared its ugly head, and 
violence has marred the beauty of a new day. Once 
again, gunshots ring out and even though I am far away, 
far from danger, I am hunkered down in my house, plans 
dashed, shopping list crumpled, eyes red with tears. 

I want to reach out, to enfold those who are hurting in an 
embrace of love, to soothe their pain and promise them 
this won’t happen again, not while I have breath to speak 
out, not while I have the strength to act, not while I have 
any power to persuade. But the truth is, God, I feel pretty 
powerless. I’m helpless against these white supremacists, 
immobilized in the face of such violence, baffled about 
what to do or what to say today. 

Help me, God. God help me.  

Help me to pray rightly right now, for your presence 
and comfort in the bloodstained grocery aisle, for your 
power and strength in the church fellowship hall, for 
your love and mercy even for the shooter, even for the 
shooter Help me turn my eyes from my self and toward 
the injured, then turn my gaze back to the mirror so that 
I can examine myself, and seek forgiveness, and steel 
myself to walk out into the work that you have set before 
me: to boldly proclaim that all of humanity is made in 
your image; to reach out in love; to offer help where I 
can; to use my voice; to stand shoulder to shoulder with 
the community; to be led where I am needed; to proceed 
with humility; to persevere with determination; to live in 
hope.

Today I was going to clean the kitchen and walk the dog. 

Help me, God. God help us all.

RULING CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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May 20 COVID Update and Annual Conference
On May 19, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control moved 
the COVID-19 Community Risk Level from Medium 
to High for four counties in the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference: Peoria, Tazewell, Ford, and Champaign 
Counties. The CDC has three community risk levels, with 
High as most severe. You can see the data tracking and 
read more about the metrics here: https://covid.cdc.gov/
covid-data-tracker 

Our IGRC Bishop and Cabinet recommend that our 
churches consider the recommendations of our local, 
state, and federal public health officials, and your local 
church health safety team and leaders will need to 
meet and discuss what makes the most sense for your 
church in keeping your congregation and community 
safe while fulfilling your mission. This change in the 
community risk levels results in changes to the masking 
recommendations for some of IGRC region. In counties 
with "high" levels, the CDC continues to advise wearing a 
mask in public indoor settings, such as churches. You can 
read more about the IGRC COVID response at: https://
www.igrc.org/coronavirus 

Because the location of our 2022 Annual 
Conference Session is within Peoria County, this 
will result in changes to our safety practices at 
Annual Conference. If the COVID community risk 
level for Peoria County remains High on June 9-11, 
then the Committee on Annual Conference Sessions 
will be asking all of our in-person participants to 
wear a well-fitted face mask while indoors. If this 
change in risk level or masking recommendations results 
in you deciding to change from in-person to online 

participation, please visit our Annual Conference website 
for instructions on making this change: https://www.igrc.
org/ac2022

Persons wishing to switch their registration from being 
on-site to virtual as a result of the possibility of masks 
needing to be worn: Go back to your confirmation email 
that came upon registering for Annual Conference. There is 
a link that says VIEW CONFIRMATION where you can view 
or manage your registration. Click it on, go to the question 
dealing with Conference location, make your change and 
hit the Submit Registration button at the bottom of the 
screen. Any changes need to be made prior to the May 27 
cutoff. Otherwise, you are locked in to your selection. 

Contact Paul Black at pblack@igrc.org if you have any 
difficulties in making the change.

The Illinois Department of Public Health is 
recommending that Illinois residents follow the CDC 
guidelines on prevention for COVID as well as any 
additional local, state, or federal public health guidance. 
The CDC recommends the following prevention 
measures in areas of High COVID community risk:

• Wear a mask indoors in public
• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines
• Get tested if you have symptoms
• Additional precautions may be needed for people at 

high risk for severe illness

You can read more about COVID community risk levels 
at: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/
covid-by-county.html 
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A Time for Love, A Time for Peace.A Time for Love, A Time for Peace.

ECCLESIASTES 3:8
FRIDAY, JUN 10

8:30 Call to Order

8:45 Morning Manna: Rev. Dr. Jacqui King
• Tom Brown Scholarship at Wiley 

College offering

9:15 Conferencing Session #3: 
• Report of the Board of Pensions
• Meeting of United Methodist 

Foundation
• Meeting of Preachers Aid Society & 

Benefit Fund
• Resolution to Reduce the Number of 

Districts
• Other Business as time allows

10:45 Break

11:00 Service of Recognition of Retirees
• Rev. Janice Ringenberg preaching

12:00 Lunch
• Asbury Theological Seminary lunch
• Garrett-Evangelical Theological 

Seminary lunch
• PASBF Retired Ministers & Spouses 

lunch
• United Methodist Foundation lunch

2:00 Conferencing Session #4: 
• Report of United Women in Faith
• Cabinet Address: Rev. Angie Lee
• Conference Lay Leader Address: Ms. 

Lorene King
• Legislative Items
• Other Business as time allows

3:15 Break

3:30 Conferencing Session #5
• Connectional Ministries Report: Rev. 

Dr. Curtis Brown
• Presentation of Awards & 

Recognitions
• Remaining Legislative Items
• 2023 IGRC Nominations Report 

(4:30 Order of the Day)
• 2023 IGRC Conference Budget (4:30 

Order of the Day)
• Other Business as time allows

5 - 7:30 Dinner

SATURDAY, JUN 11

7:30 Saturday Morning Prayer Breakfast
• Led by IGRC Black Methodist for 

Church Renewal

9:30 Service of Ordination
• Bishop Frank Beard preaching

12:00 Depart

2022 Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference

Presiding Bishop: Bishop Frank Beard

“A Time for Love  
and A Time for Peace”

Ecclesiastes 3:8

SATURDAY, JUN 4

1 – 4:00 Clergy Session
 
THURSDAY, JUN 9

10:00 Opening Worship & Call to Order
• Bishop Jonathan Holston preaching
• Installation of Rev. Mike Crawford as 

Spoon River District Superintendent
• Our Conference Our Kids offering

11:15 Laity Session
• John Kofi Asmah School offering

12:00 Lunch Break
• Disaster Response Ministries lunch
• Illinois Wesleyan University lunch
• Large Church Pastors Lunch

2:00 Conferencing Session #1
• Council on Finance and Administration 

Budget Presentation
• Committee on Nominations Report 

Presentation 
• Board of Ordained Ministry Report
• Presentation of Clergy Candidates and 

Recognitions
• Episcopal Address from Bishop Frank 

Beard
• Other Business as time allows

3:45 Break

4:00 Conferencing Session #2
• Report of the Board of Trustees
• Legislative Action on White Estate
• Legislative Actions on Church Closings
• Committee on Episcopacy Report and 

Recognition
• Legislative Item on Naming the OCOK 

Endowment
• Celebration of Our Conference Our Kids 

and Bishop Beard
• Other Business as time allows

5 - 7:00 Dinner Break

7 - 8:30 Memorial Service 

• Bishop Jonathan Holston preaching

Download the Sched app
The Sched app is a one-stop place to customize the 
Agenda for the 2022 Annual Conference. 

Visit: https://www.igrc.org/ac2022agenda to either signup 
as a first-time user or to sign in as a return user.

Persons can review the agenda, check the items that 
pertain to them and save those checked items to their 
account. Each day, an agenda for that day, based upon 
their preferences, will be emailed to them.

The app will also have room assignments loaded and 
updated in real time as well as PDF’s of the legislation 
at the appropriate time slots that can be opened and 
viewed when needed.

Live webstream
The live webstream of the Laity Session and Plenary 
Session from the Peoria Civic Center will air on: https://
www.igrc.org/ac2022live. Persons may view the broadcast 
but will not have access to voting on matters as Zoom 
credentials are required.

The Clergy Session, being an Executive Session, will not 
air as a live stream but only within the Zoom Room to 
credentialed persons.

Legislative Materials
All legislative materials (the Blue Section legislation 
and the Supplemental materials) are available online at: 
https://www.igrc.org/ac2022downloads Also available are 
the yellow information and red reference sections of the 
Pre-Conference Workbook.

No materials will be available on-site and the only 
persons receiving information in the mail were those that 
requested the materials prior to the April 27 deadline. 
Those materials all were mailed as of May 18.

Credentials for the clergy and plenary sessions
Once registration closes for the June 9-11 plenary session at the 
Peoria Civic Center on May 27, and for the June 4 clergy session 
at McKendree University in Lebanon June 1, registrations are 
vetted to ensure proper credentials are assigned.

Online registrants: Persons who registered for the 
sessions and qualify will be sent log-in credentials to the 
respective Zoom rooms that will be used for each session 
(they will be different). These credentials are all unique 
which means that if you share the log-in information with 
someone else, one of you will not be able to participate. 
Persons are also reminded that in order to vote, each 
credentialed persons needs to be connected to the Zoom 
room and each connection is limited to one vote.

In-Person registrants: Persons who registered for the 
sessions in-person will be able to pick their name badges 
at the Melvin Price Convocation Center at McKendree on 
June 4 upon arrival. Credentials will be available for pick-

up at the Conference Office outside Hall C in the Peoria 
Civic Center beginning June 8.

Persons missing the registration deadlines will have to 
register on-site and be cleared before credentials can be 
issued. Persons who registered for Special Meals will also 
pick up those tickets at the Conference Office outside of 
Hall C.

Pastors and churches are reminded that if there is a 
change in their lay member that differs from who was 
elected at the 2021 Charge Conference, a Change Request 
Form needs to be completed and returned to the District 
Superintendent and Annual Conference secretary before 
credentials can be issued. 

The form can be found at: https://www.igrc.org/
ac2021downloads 

This matter should be addressed before Annual 
Conference in order to not experience delays on-site.

Pre-Conference Briefing
Nine in-person briefings and two online briefings have 
been held in May to assist in preparation for the 2022 
Annual Conference.

The first online session was recorded and is available for 
playback at: https://www.igrc.org/ac2022briefing

Special offerings at 
Annual Conference
One of the great traditions of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Annual Conference is celebrating our generous special 
offerings. These are opportunities for our churches and 
members to show their faith and encourage the good 
work that our church is doing in the name of Christ. 
Four special offerings will be taken at this year’s Annual 
Conference:

• Opening Worship: Our Conference Our Kids fund for 
spiritual development

• Laity Session: John Kofi Asmah School in Liberia
• Friday Offering: Tom Brown Scholarship at Wiley 

College
• Ordination Offering: Bishop’s Trip for Ordinands

Each of these special offerings represents a ministry that 
is deeply interconnected to the mission of the churches 
of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. These ministries 
have impacted hundreds of lives and involved many of 
our churches, our pastors, and our leaders throughout 
the years. Offering checks can be made payable to 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, with the offering name in 
the memo line. Offering opportunities will also available 
through an online portal at: 

https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/AC2022SpecialOfferings

MMDC collection in Peoria
Attendees to the 2022 Annual Conference are urged to 
have congregations collect items for the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center. A trailer will be located at the Peoria 
Civic Center to accept those donations during the Annual 
Conference.

MMDC will be operating a drop-off site at Annual 
Conference. The trailer will be parked on the corner of 
SW Monroe and North William Kumpf Blvd. You are also 
welcome to drop your items off at one of the permanent 
collection sites located at Coal City UMC, Peoria: Forrest Hill 
UMC, Shiloh UMC, and Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC

Items most needed are:
• Liquid laundry soap, no larger than 150 oz.
• Dish soap, no larger than 64 oz.
• Liquid household cleaner, no larger than 80 oz.
• Five-gallon buckets with lids

Supplies can be collected and brought to Annual 
Conference or you may contribute to Advance Special 
#6620 and bring your offering with you.

Special meals and dining options
Special meals are somewhat more limited this year as 
there has been a significant price increase due to the Civic 
Center closing its catering service. All catering for special 
meals is with a third-party vendor.

Concessions will be open within the Peoria Civic Center 
and there are several restaurants within walking distance 
from the Civic Center. The Annual Conference agenda 
has also been adjusted to provide two hour meal breaks 
instead of the standard 90 minutes.

A list of dining options can be found at: https://www.igrc.
org/2022-annual-conference-dining-options 

Instead of planning a meal at Annual Conference this year, 
the chairs of the IGRC Church & Society, Commission on 
Religion & Race, and the Commission on the Status and 
Role of Women have published a list of local restaurants 
for your consideration. You may download the list at: 
https://qrco.de/bcyK1I. The address, approximate travel 
time, cuisine, hours, website, and whether the restaurant is 
owned by persons that Black, indigenous, people of color or 
women. Please consider putting your dollars to work in the 
community by choosing local establishments rather than 
national chains during your time in Peoria. Donations to 

local charities working on racial, climate, and gender justice 
will be made from each of the committees in lieu of hosting 
a speaker this year. If you have any questions, please reach 
out to Christina Krost at christina.krost@gmail.com. 

Tickets for these special meals had to be purchased as 
part of the registration process. Room assignments will be 
posted upon your arrival at the Civic Center and will be 
added to the Sched app.

• Thursday lunch: Disaster Response Ministries ($20) 
and Illinois Wesleyan University ($20)

• Friday lunch: Asbury Theological Seminary Alumni 
and Friends ($20); Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary ($20); PASBF Retired Ministers and Spouses 
($10; limited seating available); UM Foundation ($20).

• Saturday breakfast: All Community Prayer Breakfast 
($17 adults, kids 5 and under Free) led by the IGRC 
Chapter of Black Methodists for Church Renewal.

In addition, the IGRC chapter of the Wesleyan Covenant 
Association will host a breakfast on Friday from 7 to 8 a.m. 
at Peoria First UMC. Cost is $5, payable at the door. Pre-
register at the following link: https://fumcpeoria.wufoo.com/
forms/q15f5l1p010uvac/ 

Childcare and youth camp
On-site childcare will not be offered in Peoria for this year’s 
Session We appreciate that this in inconvenient, and hope that 
members will still be able to participate in person or online.

Covenant to Keep Each Other Well at Annual Conference

Annual Conference Prayer Vigil
The Conference Prayer Team is organizing a Prayer Vigil 
that will be conducted from three hours prior to three 
hours after the Clergy Session on Saturday, June 4, and 
again, beginning at 7 a.m. on June 9 and continuing until  
3 p.m. on June 11.

Attendees as well as guests, visitors and persons in IGRC 
congregations are invited to take one or more of the 
15-minute time slots with the goal of bathing the Annual 
Conference session in prayer.

Sign-up is underway at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
ac2022prayervigil and is available for as many as three 
persons to sign up for any one time slot. Once those slots 
are filled, the time slot will disappear.

Parking passes
Parking will be managed by the Peoria Civic Center – no 
parking passes will be sold through IGRC. The Peoria Civic 
Center has two convenient parking lots located right next 
to the facility. 

The Peoria Civic Center Fulton Lot is located on the corner 
of Fulton Street and Monroe Street. 

The Peoria Civic Center Marquee Lot is located off Kumpf 
Blvd. There will be plenty of designated handicap parking 
spaces available, if needed. The daily rate for parking at 
each of these lots is $7.

Registrants must answer the question about 
agreeing to the following covenant during Annual 
Conference in order to be on-site. 
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A total of 28 clergy members representing 759.5 years of service comprise the retiring class of 2022. Retirees 
were invited to record a video segment which will be posted in its entirety on the IGRC website or submit 
written remarks. These are comprised of both video and written remarks submitted.

SIGURD BJORKLUND
38 YEARS OF SERVICE

Sigurd Bjorklund
Among the rewards I take from 

ministry are: discovering the joy of 
serving the Lord; good, strong, loving 
relationships with a variety of people; 
being useful in launching many youth 
and young adults out into a lifetime of 
faithfulness in relationship with Jesus 
Christ; and being able to disciple many in 
the Christian faith through small groups.

My advice to someone just starting 
out in ministry is:

• Stay focused on growing in your 
relationship with Jesus.  The 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is what you 
have to proclaim, and you can’t 
proclaim it unless you’re growing 
in your love for Him.  Never be 
distracted by anyone or anything 
else that would seek to become a 
substitute gospel.

• Grow in your love for the Lord 
and His Word.  The Bible is 
the Word of God and is the 
foundation of a life of freedom 
and holiness, as well as the 
message that has and will change 
the world.

• Seek the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit.  In the same way 
a sailboat is dead in the water 
without wind, so any of us is dead 
in our service to the Lord without 
the wind of the Spirit.    

Beth and I are moving to our property 
and home near Hermann, Mo. that we’ve 
owned for 10 years.  We have a church 
family there that we have been involved 
with as time has allowed. We are retiring 
from pastoral ministry, but not from 
serving the Lord and growing in Him.  We 
will be seeking ways to serve the Lord in 
the Hermann area.

We also want to spend more time with 
our 11 precious grandchildren.  Above all 

else, we want to cultivate faith in Christ in 
the next generation of our family and to 
leave a legacy of faith in each of them.  

Donna Blythe
I have always been so blessed by 

seeing the Holy Spirit at work. Every place 
I have been has been where I have needed 
to be when I needed to be there. And God 
has worked through those times.

One of my most rewarding times 
of ministry is just being Present with 
people no matter what was going on in 
their life. I had a pastoral care professor 
in seminary who said, “Just show up.” So 
I have been practicing “showing up” and 
God has been with me and I have had 
opportunities for ministry with people 
because I have been Present with them.

The advice I would give someone 
starting out in ministry is: Enjoy the 
Journey. Treasure it because it goes by in 
an instant. You might think there are some 
very long days but those long days are 
quickly past. Don’t worry about finishing 
the journey; enjoy it where you are at.

After being on loan to the Florida 
Conference for the past three years, we 
are returning to Illinois where we have 
purchased a home in Fairfield. We plan 
to babysit a new great-grandbaby and 
beyond that, we will leave it up to God. 

Jane Bradford
My years of ministry have been 

rewarding. It has been an adventure of 
faith: God calling our small rural church 
to dare to trust Him to provide all that we 
would need to build a brand new stand-
alone church building…debt free.

I have enjoyed sending children and 
youth to East Bay Camp year after year at 
no cost to their families.  Inviting every 
child in the community to a week-long 
VBS and presenting Christ’s offer of sins 
forgiven, and a place in the family of God.  
There is no greater joy than baptizing His 

lambs into the family of God. 
There is also a blessing and joy of 

unity among the fellowship of God’s 
people, both in the church as well as 
serving as chaplain to God’s aging flock at 
Evenglow Senior Living. 

My advice to others is simply:  Do all 
the good you can.  Do no harm. Stay in 
love with God and His sheep.

In retirement, we are moving back 
to Rockford to be close to our children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchildren.  It 
is my hope to serve a church in the Northern 
Illinois Conference as a retired pastor. 

Brian P Caughlan
The only reward that comes to mind 

is knowing that I think I've used God's 
gifts in ministry to the best of my ability. 
I like to think that I have been a good 
steward of them and the saints I’ve been 
blessed to shepherd.  I’ve messed up lots 
of times, but God has a funny way of 
redeeming those things.  I only hope that 
God is pleased with me.  If God is pleased 
with my work in ministry, that will be 
reward enough.

There was a little guy at one church 
who would literally run to the altar rail 
with his hands held out to receive the 
bread. The smile on his face and the light 
in his eyes reminded me of the emphasis 
Jesus put on loving and caring for “the 
little ones.” His grandparents apologized, 
but eventually enjoyed his enthusiasm 
as much as I did.  I only wish everyone 
approached Jesus’ table with that much 
earnestness and anticipation.

I suppose the best advice I can give 
anyone starting on ministry is to be 
yourself. Lots of folks will want you to 
be someone else, but you are who God 
created you to be, and being anyone else 
or anyone less would be viewing God’s 
handiwork as inconsequential. That would 
be wrong.  Just be you and God will use 
you in amazing ways to welcome, serve, 

and introduce to Christ all those God will 
send your way.   

In retirement, ministry will continue 
in some other way, just not in an 
appointment.  That's not to say I will never 
serve another church, just not at least 
for the first year. I need some time away. 
Mostly, my wife Francie and I plan to do 
some traveling, camping along the way, 
and exercising my photography muscles.   

Dan King Crede
The best reward and the most over-

arching story of my time in ministry is 
that my best friend and life partner and 
spouse, the Rev. Gay King Crede and I got 
to work together. Beginning in 1980, we 
were appointed to the same churches for 
23 years. And even when that time came 
to a close, we continued a team approach 
to assist each other in our separate 
appointments. 

It has absolutely been the most 
wonderful aspect of ministry that we 
have been able to confer, edit, problem 
solve, challenge and advise each other – 
whether it was worship planning, capital 
campaigns, Communion or confirmation, 
it’s the greatest joy of my life to get to do 
ministry with her.

My advice for those entering ministry 
is as follows:

• Practice patience. Everything in 
the church will take longer than 
you expect.

• Listen, listen and listen carefully  
for what’s being said behind the 
words.

• Find your joy by doing 
something you enjoy every day.

Dixie Croxton
A couple that standout was 

the Sunday a small child was at the 
communion rail with her parents.  After 
I had moved on down the rail serving 

others, I could hear the child say, “boy 
that was good, could I have another cup!” 
Shouldn’t we all be so excited to have 
more!  

Another was a young man who desired 
to be immersed for baptism.  Of course, 
the church did not have a tank.  I borrow 
a brand-new cattle tank from the local 
farm service agency.  The young man filled 
the tank with water the night before his 
baptism.  It got cold that night and the 
church was unheated.  He went down into 
the water and came up nearly frozen.  It was 
quite a baptismal experience as he got out 
shivering cold and rushed to get dressed.  

The final story happened when 
one of my churches was hosting Bishop 
Christopher for their church anniversary.  
During the communion portion of 
worship, Bishop Christopher laid aside 
the clothes covering the communion 
elements.  Unfortunately, she got the cloth 
too close to the altar candles.  During the 
ritual, she realized the cloth was smoking 
about to burst into flames. She grabbed 
the cloth with her bare hand, snuffed out 
the flame and never missed a word in the 
ritual.  Afterwards we realized two big 
holes had actually been burnt through the 
cloth and the Bishop had not sustained 
any injury.  It was a “hot worship”!

To those beginning your ministry: Find 
a great mentor to work with you. Never be 
afraid to ask questions of older seasoned 
Pastors.  Be ready to work hard.  Never ask 
any church member to do anything you 
aren’t willing to help do yourself.  Love 
your people even if they are difficult to love.  
Remember they are God’s children and God 
loves them. Lead the children as they are 
the future.  You will learn about genuine 
honest faith from a child.  

Ted Hartley
I have found great joy in ministry 

by seeing people come to know Jesus 
Christ as their Savior; to be a part of the 
larger United Methodist Church and to 
encourage, guide and lead all ages in their 
faith journey.

I am thankful for Bishop Woodie 
White’s encouragement and support 
to enter the ministry. I appreciate The 
United Methodist Church for “not having 
to check my brain at the door” like my 
previous denomination wanted me to. 

I was able to have and form my own 
opinions, could ask questions and be a 
part of a connection that has a depth and 
breadth few can rival.

My advice to those entering ministry 
is stay out of the larger United Methodist 
Church politics; listen to your people; be 
practical and encourage, love and be kind.

In retirement, I will be serving a part-
time appointment at Peoria Northwest 
UMC. I plan to play my tuba and be 
involved in community band and orchestra 
groups as well as compose and arrange 
band and orchestra music. I hope to go to 
Bay View Methodist Chataqua in Petoskey, 
Mich., and play more golf and travel. 

Patty Johansen
It’s such an honor, and so humbling, 

to be part of someone’s growth in faith. 
My mission is to be a disciple who grows 
disciples. Helping followers of Jesus 
to grow in their spiritual disciplines, 
including both acts of piety and acts of 
mercy, is a complete joy! It’s so fun to see 
people’s eyes light up when they discover 
that their faith has led them into a deeper 
connection with Christ and his people.

I was the first woman pastor that 
congregation had received. There were some 
on the Pastor Parish Relations Committee 
who were a little concerned about how 
that might work out. But by the time I was 
leaving four years later, the Pastor Parish 
Relations Committee asked for another 
woman. And a woman was appointed!

My advice to those that follow: 
Find people from the congregation 
who will pray for you, and with you 
for the ministry of the church and for 
the community. Invite them to pray 
for specific things in your church and 
community and let them pray for you 
and your family. There are lots of ways to 
format this:  prayer walks, breakthrough 
prayer, prayer partners, prayer small 
group. What’s important is to be 
intentional about it.

In retirement, I will be visiting our 
grandson more often. I imagine I’ll travel 
sometimes with Mike (Crawford) when 
he goes to visit churches, I will continue as 
a volunteer chaplain at Blessing Hospital, 
I will take our dog on lots of walks and 
spend time in the garden. I am aware that 
I need about three months without any 

pastoring responsibilities, and after that, 
we’ll have to see where God leads me.

Robin Lyons
When you spend 40.5 years of full-time 

service working in the Church, the rewards 
that you remember are the intangible ones. 
I was able to go to school on the East Coast, 
and even spent some time in NYC (the 
Gotham and Strand Bookstores were favorite, 
pilgrimage sights.) 

Coming back home to my first 
appointment (Coffeen-Fillmore-
VanBurensburg) rekindled my love for 
the rural community and small town 
venues. (Something I share with John 
Mellencamp.) I will always remember the 
McLeansboro UMYF canoe trips to Current 
River, the Murphysboro UMYF trip to Red 
Bird Mission and the Winchester BMW 
Youth Group Mission trip to the Rosebud 
Reservation in South Dakota. Of course, 
there were a lot of weddings (mostly good 
memories); a large number of funeral services 
(memories of good folks). I loved singing 
in three church choirs, and directing the 
Winchester UMC Choir. Thanks to COVID 
19, I have a better understanding of what it 
takes to put an on-line broadcast together 
including the technical aspects. (Look out 
Joel Osteen.) 

Here’s my “two cents worth” of advice, 
based on over 40 years of service to the 
Church: Change is a given, so remember 
three, simple words to help you navigate your 
way: adapt, improvise, overcome (OK, that 
was from Clint Eastwood in Heartbreak Ridge 
but it works). 

The local church is like a sponge, and will 
take everything from you that you allow. Find 
your “oasis” place, solitary or with the people 
who love you, and replenish body, spirit, 
mind. Don’t become a slacker in setting time 
for your personal growth. Read something 
more than those “church growth books”: 
stay sharp theologically and academically 
(the writings and life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
worked for me). 

Remember that Biblical study is not 
Biblical memorization. Be open to learn new 
things. Keep a sense of wonder and curiosity. 
When in doubt, state the obvious (my CPE 
mentor). Ask questions. Remember that the 
late, New Testament Great, Rudolf Bultmann 
raised the bar on historical Jesus studies by 
simply asking, “How did the one who came 

proclaiming the Kingdom of God, become 
the one proclaimed?” 

Don’t take yourself too seriously. Keep 
a sense of humor. I find George Carlin 
and Robin Williams to be helpful here. 
Remember who your true, North Star is. 
Christ will never abandon you. Let Isaiah 
remind you why we do the things we do: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind 
up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor…”. 
And don’t forget that music is essential. 

When in tough times, take a moment 
and listen to Ray Charles’ cover of Let It Be 
or James Taylor’s The Secret of Life or Purple 
Rain by Prince.

Kathleen McCafferty
I was one of the pioneer clergywomen 

being a part of the first 12 or so in our 
Conference. Back in 1980, a lot of people has 
not seen or heard of a woman pastor. I was 
often one of the first one they experienced.

In many ways, it was wonderful 
experience and in other ways, it stretched 
us a lot! We learned to continue with good 
grace. I have been so delighted to see our 
little Clergywomen Luncheons grow from 12 
people to many more. How wonderful it is to 
see that increase in our ministry.

My ministry which has many blessings 
of teaching in the License for Local Pastors’ 
school shifted following a very serious 
accident. Even in the midst of brokenness, 
God has blessed me by opening doors of 
ministry to the disabled and those broken 
through alcoholism and other life-limiting 
situations. 

God has found a way to continue to 
use me in ministry in ways that can bring 
transformation in the process. 

Beth McLaughlin
The rewards of ministry are 

innumerable!  Most of them I’ve discovered 
in relationships with the people who make 
up the Body of Christ. I’ve been inspired by 
the servant hearts of many of God’s people 
who tirelessly give of their time and spiritual 
gifts so that others will know Jesus.  I’ve been 
especially rewarded to be part of ministries 
that have reached into the lives of children 
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beyond the bounds of our church families.  
And to see young women, who have taken a 
rather broken road, come to a living faith in 
Jesus that transforms their hearts and renews 
their lives.  

It has also been so very rewarding to 
teach the Word of God week in and week 
out in Bible study groups, home groups 
and through the preaching task on Sunday 
mornings.  What a joy to watch people grow 
up in Jesus, mature in faith, and begin to take 
leadership in the Body of Christ as God calls 
and equips them.

Personally, my own faith has grown 
through these years.  It has been rewarding to 
journey with three different church families 
in different seasons of my life and to be 
encouraged in faith by the relationships I’ve 
enjoyed in each community.

For every reward and joy of ministry, I 
say thanks be to God!

To those just starting their ministry: 
Pray, pray, and fast and pray and call your 
people to fast and pray.  Gather with any 
who will pray.  Pray for your congregation, 
your neighborhood, your city and the world.  
Pray for the Holy Spirit to ignite a blazing 
fire of love for Jesus in your own heart and 
in the hearts of the people.  Keep Jesus at the 
center of everything you do.  Lead people to 
Jesus, but don’t forget to disciple them into a 
life of growth in grace, becoming like Jesus, 
expecting to be entirely sanctified in this life 
in perfect love for God and perfect love for 
their neighbors.    

I’m going to go back to practicing the 
piano and gardening; and Sig and I will 
make time to renew our birding hobby as we 
explore the state of Missouri and the birdlife 
to be found there.  I’m also looking forward 
to the bluegrass festivals Missouri has to offer.  
We won’t be sitting around wondering what to 
do!  We’ll still be enjoying life as an adventure 
with Jesus.

Gary Pearce
The rewards of ministry are too many 

to name. Answering the call to ministry 
was the best decision I have ever made. 
God has changed my life in way that I 
never dreamed possible. It has changed 
my marriage and my family. I have met 
so many wonderful Christian friends and 
the joy I receive by helping others find the 
Lord is awesome. 

I have been a part of the United 
Methodist Men, Walk to Emmaus and 
many other ministries that have made me 
who I am today. God called me to feed His 
sheep and I have never regretted it for one 
minute.

My advice to someone who is starting 
out in ministry would be that if you have 
been called to ministry or whatever it is, 
lock your hand into His and never let it 
go. Always remember he does not call 
the qualified, but He qualifies the ones 
He calls. If he calls you to do it, he will 
help you through it. If God asks you to do 

something, He will open the door for you.
Stay connected to the One who called 

you. 

John Read
Whether it is as a church pastor, a 

chaplain or even volunteering, it is really 
about how we come alongside people 
where they are. The other thing that is 
critical is to listen to people actively – 
with my eyes, my ears, watch their body 
language. Listen to understand rather 
than listening so you can respond. It has 
led to many key and happy moments in 
ministry.

I remember the first week I was 
student pastor at St. Jacob, I went to the 
United Methodist Men’s group and dinner 
that night was Wild Game Night. And it 
had been a long time since I had eaten 
squirrel and rabbit as a young kid, but 
I found myself saying, “Alright, this is 
kind of not what I would want to eat at 
this time, but I am going to choose to be 
Present with these folks.”

It was obvious that all their eyes were 
on me to see how I was going to respond. 
So I didn’t disappoint on that occasion.

My advice to those starting out in 
ministry that it is critical to ascertain 
their call into ministry. Am I being 
called by God? Am I being gifted by the 
Holy Spirit? Or could this be something 
I am calling myself to? It has been my 
experience in both the church and the 
military that there are a lot of folks who 
weren’t probably called by God to do what 
they were attempting to do.

And secondly, learn early on not to 
take yourself too seriously. 

Janice Ringenberg
God’s grace in doing sacred work 

has enabled my sharing in beautiful 
transformative moments with people 
when they discover that they are so loved. 
Growth of my love of Jesus and trust in 
God releases the very best of who God 
created me to be here. My cup truly is 
overflowing, even on challenging days. 
A perspective of abundance informed 
by Jesus encourages a generous heart. 
Believing that there is always enough of 
whatever is needed frees you. The smallest 
kind thought, word or action can help 
another know for themselves that they are 
wonderfully and beautifully made. And 
that is a game changer!

My advice to those who are just 
starting out:

• Begin everything with prayer, 
and develop and nourish a strong 
prayer life with the people 

• Make it a priority to dive into 
the community and explore the 
stories behind the demographics. 
Ask God to help you and the 
church learn the spiritual 
condition wherever you serve. 

The strength of faith in action as 
well as places of need.

• Realize that you are but a part 
of a greater whole. Invite others 
into the work and know that God 
truly uses the imperfect toward 
achieving the greatest eternal 
significance. 

• Make time for being with the 
people not programming the 
people. 

My plans in retirement are to spend 
more time with my husband, Steve, and 
spend time with our very large family 
– lots of grandchildren who I currently 
hardly see. Nana Camp is in July, and 
there is great fun in providing a VBS for 
your own grandchildren. I’m also going to 
read books for pleasure, dig in the dirt and 
fish. But you know, “retirement” for me is 
a change in status. It doesn’t take away my 
continued desire to serve God during this 
time in our history. I will watch and listen 
for God’s nudging in how that takes shape.

Joy Schlesselman
The rewards have always been the 

people who have loved me and served 
with me and allowed me into their lives 
and their families. It’s the honor and great 
privilege of holding babies and baptizing 
them, helping youth to profess their 
faith in the church, going on mission 
trips, listening to people share their deep 
struggles and questions, and saying words 
of hope at the end of life. 

It’s rewarding to have the audacity 
to hope and trust that God has spoken 
through my voice when I have stood up 
to preach each Sunday. And I really have 
had a lot of fun along the way too—it has 
brought me a lot of joy!  

Finally, I am rewarded by long-
term relationships with clergy sisters 
and brothers, giving and receiving 
encouragement and hope.

To those starting out in ministry: 
Remember this: your story isn’t over! You 
are loved by God, no matter what! Always 
look for the things you are grateful for. 
And look for the best in people—they 
have their own stories.

Most importantly, take care of your 
own spiritual life!

In retirement, I want to read, relax, 
breathe, stay healthy and laugh often! I 
want to pursue my art work with colors 
and paints and calligraphy. I’m moving 
to Charleston, Illinois, but I plan to travel 
and spend time outdoors, also visit my 
extended family all over this country and 
in Japan. I plan to stay connected to God, 
wherever God leads me.

Don Shane
Some of the reward in ministry have 

been ministering to families during times 
of loss and helping them to celebrate their 
loved one’s life, while reminding them of 

God’s promise of eternal life; preaching 
and sharing God’s Word and making it 
relevant to our lives and our world today- 
and watching God stir in people’s lives 
and rejoicing that I get to be a witness to it 
during my ministry with them.  

I think the story that stands out to me 
was once, while being treated for a sudden 
out-patient procedure at the hospital – to 
be completely amazed to find several from 
my congregation in the waiting room 
upon my release.  I have been so blessed 
and supported by my parishioners over 
the years – those displays of their love for 
me I will never forget. 

To have folks travel more than two 
hours to simply express condolences at the 
loss of my Dad many years ago, and more 
recently with my Mom passing this past 
fall.  Their willingness to make that long 
trip just to express love, support and hugs.   

Another memory was being 
appointed to a newly-configured eight-
church parish.  My wife, Teri, and I, 
and various other pastors over the years 
served that appointment for nine years.  
The challenges that came with finding 
opportunities to bring these churches 
together during special worship services 
and mission trip opportunities, allowed 
these churches to grow together during 
that time.  

Being one half of a clergy couple, Teri 
and I have been in separate appointments 
for most of our years in service.  Still, 
we have always felt that there is sense of 
partnership and co-pastoring even while 
in separate appointments.  While we 
don’t often have opportunity to do much 
ministry together these days, we have 
always made a point to switch pulpits 
from time to time.       

My advice is to encourage those 
starting out to find a covenant group, or 
some kind of support group with at least 
a few other pastors.  It is so helpful to be 
able to share frustrations and challenges in 
a safe and supportive environment; where 
you can be in prayer for each other.  It is 
an invaluable resource and cheap therapy.  

Do your best to preach a good word 
and be as genuine as you are able in caring 
for those God has entrusted into your 
care.  Preaching and Pastoral Care is at 
least 80 % of what folks are looking for 
and need from their pastor.  Be patient 
with yourself when trying to figure out 
charge conference reports and other 
administrative duties.  Do not hesitate to 
call your District Office Secretary.  They 
are always willing to offer assistance.

BY KENYON REED
Conference Archivist

MT. VERNON – Fourteen congregations of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference will be recognized at Annual Conference 
for completing its mission as a United Methodist Church.

Below is a brief historical sketch on each church gleaned 
from the records of the Conference’s Archive collection. If 
there is very little listed, it means we have very little informa-
tion on your church’s history. Closing churches: remember to 
deliver your church records as well as historical information 
to your District office so that it can be brought to the archives.

This is also a good reminder to all churches to make sure that 
the Archives has a copy of a church’s history if one has been 
written. This provides a record of the ministry of the church 
for future generations.

You may send those histories to: IGRC Archives, 1603 Salem 
Road, Mt. Vernon, IL  62864, or a document may be sent 
electronically to: archives@igrc.org 

Ashley UMC, Kaskaskia RD, 1854-2021
The Methodist Episcopal Church at Ashley was established in 
1854, with early services held in a local schoolhouse. Con-
struction of the first church building began in 1856 and it was 
dedicated win 1857, with the dedicatory sermon preached by 
James Leaton. This first church building was sold and moved 
in 1893 and was replaced later that year with a second wood 
frame church built on the same site.

Bethel (Dow) UMC, LaMoine RD, 1835-2022
This class was organized at the house of John D. Gillham in 
1823 by Rev. Jacob Lurton, Sr., the pioneer preacher. Among 
the original members were John D. Gillham and wife, Ezekiel 
Gillham and wife, Mrs. Jane Gillham, her two daughters, Sarah 
and Margaret, Thomas G. Lofton and William G. Waddle. Rev. 
Jacob Lurton, Sr. was pastor of the church at that time, and 
continued to serve in that capacity until his death. Services 
were held in private houses, and such other places as were 
convenient, until about the year 1835, when a frame structure, 
20 x 36 feet in size, was erected on the southwest quarter of 
section 27. It outlived its usefulness as a house of worship and 
was afterward used as a barn by George Briggs. The present 
church edifice was built near the site of the old one in 1873. It 
is a frame structure, 30 x 40 feet in ground area. The dedi-
cation sermon was preached by Rev. Joseph Earp. The first 
pastor in this church was Rev. Washington Waggoner. The 
class then contained, among others, the following members: 
John Buckles, Marcus Gillham, Geo. Briggs, Samuel Darling-
ton, Messrs. Blyler and McAdams, and Fletcher Gillham. The 
pastor at the present time is Rev. L. E. Cole. The trustees are 
William Onetto, John Buckles, and J. K. Cadwalader.

Bonfield First UMC, Vermilion RD, 1881-2021 
The Bonfield charge of the Methodist Episcopal Church was 
organized in 1860, and construction of the current church 
building was completed in 1881. The building was extensively 
remodeled in 1910 and again in 1938, while a basement was 
excavated and completed in 1948. A major addition, housing 
classrooms and the church office, was built on to the west 

end of the church in 1957. Following the merger of the Evan-
gelical United Brethren Church and the Methodist Church in 
1968 the name was officially changed to Bonfield First United 
Methodist Church.

Elkville UMC, Cache RD, 1884-2021
Elkville Methodist Episcopal Church was officially established 
in September 1884, and a new wood frame church was soon 
erected. Renovations were underway on this church when, 
on 18 April 1913, it burned to the ground. Construction soon 
began on the current building, which was dedicated on 30 
November 1913.

Kenney UMC, Sangamon RD, 1857-2021
Kenney M. E. Church was organized mostly of members 
formerly composing the Pleasant Valley Society. Under the 
pastorate of Rev. William B. Howard, a comfortable house 
of worship was erected by the Pleasant Valley members in 
1861. Rev. Joseph Howard and William Humphrey contributed 
largely to this enterprise; but when the town of Kenney had 
been established several years, it was thought prudent (as the 
church was three miles distant) to remove it to Kenney, which 
was done in 1875. 

In the winter of 1881, Rev. Henry Adams had a very profit-
able series of meetings in Kenney. By his fervent ministry the 
membership of the church was doubled, and a marked moral 
improvement has pervaded the general community since 
that meeting. Dr. Adams was the son of Rev. H. C. Adams, of 
Clinton, who was one of the most successful evangelists in 
Dewitt County for 40 years. 

Ludlow UMC, Iroquois RD, 1868-2021 
The Ludlow charge of the Methodist Episcopal Church was 
officially organized in 1868, with services initially held in local 
schoolhouses. Construction began on the current church 
building in 1870, and it was officially dedicated on 4 Septem-
ber 1871. This building was remodeled and enlarged in 1900, 
and again in 1911, when the building was raised several feet 
and abasement excavated to provide space for church din-
ners. The highest section of the steeple, housing the church 
bell, was removed in 1984 for safety reasons, replaced by a 
new roof surmounted by a cross.

Oak Grove UMC, Cache RD, 1900-2021
Oak Grove M.E. Church, situated with the Shawnee National 
Forest as a backdrop, purchased the picturesque land on 
June 8, 1901, from Diedrich and Sophie Bormann. A cemetery 
was already on the land and a stipulation was placed on the 
land sale that the cemetery could not be sold. 

Members of the congregation wanted the church to be 
named after a person but the agent for the sale did not think 
it was proper and suggested Oak Grove. Trustees for the 
church were Dade Bacus, B. F. Tucker, John Carson, John 
David and J. F. Dungan.

A tornado ripped through the area in 2003 taking down all of 
the mature oak trees in the grove but miraculously, the church 
was spared any damage. 

14 CONGREGATIONS HONORED FOR  
2,032 YEARS OF FAITHFUL SERVICE

ASHLEY UMC

BETHEL (DOW) UMC

BONFIELD FIRST UMC

ELKVILLE UMC

KENNEY UMC

LUDLOW UMC

CLOSING CHURCHES CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

OAK GROVE UMC OKAWVILLE UMC
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C H U R C H E S  C O M P L E T I N G
T H E I R  M I S S I O N

H I S T O R I C A L
M E S S E N G E R

(Editor’s note: the following article first appeared in the 
Sept. 8, 2006 issue of The Current. With the experience of 
having gone totally online in 2020 and 2021 and returning 
in a hybrid format where some will gather in person while 
others gather online, the lessons of history are particularly 
enlightening.) 

BY RICHARD CHRISMAN

Because of the recent discussion of the nature and 
format of the Conference session, it seemed that a review of 
the history of “conference” might be in order.

The conference system began with John Wesley in 
1744, who called the conference and led the preachers 
in discussion on “What to teach; how to teach; and what 
to do.” He drew up an agenda with questions on how to 
regulate doctrine, discipline and practice.

Wesley wrote the questions, and to a large extent, the 
answers. This question and answer format is still a part of 
our sessions, in the Disciplinary Questions. So important 
has the Conference been, that in a history of Methodism 
written in 1909, the authors say: “The Conference is the 
crown and sum of the Methodist system.”

The Annual Conference in America began before the 
formal organization of the Church. The first Conference 
was called by Thomas Rankin, one of the preachers sent 
to America by Wesley, to meet in Philadelphia in 1773. 
The format of the Conference was the familiar question 
and answer system. A few years after the Christmas 
Conference in 1784, the preachers were instructed to meet 
in geographical areas to report on their year’s work and to 
have their characters examined since a single conference for 
all was no longer feasible.

After Methodism crossed the mountains, a new 
conference was formed that kept expanding and dividing 
into new conferences. After some years as a part of other 
conferences, the Illinois Conference was formed in 
1824, including the whole state and adjoining areas. The 
preachers had to travel as much as 300 miles to reach the 
Conference session.

There have been many changes in the Annual 
Conference sessions over the years. With the growth of 
causes and committees, all of which wanted to report 

or make a presentation, the amount of time devoted to 
business increased.

Because of the time increase, Rev. S. H. Whitlock of 
the Illinois Conference made a proposal for a new plan 
for Conference committees in 1900. All of the many 
committees were grouped into three --- Public Worship, 
the 20th Century Movement and Benevolences that would 
include missions, church extension, Freedmen’s Aid and 
Southern Education Society, Sunday School Union, the 
tract cause, American Bible Society, education, temperance 
and moral reform, church literature, Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Conference Claimants, Domestic Missionary and 
Church Aid Society, claims of book concern, minutes 
fund, Woman’s Foreign and Woman’s Home Missionary 
Society, Sunday Schools and Epworth League, memoirs and 
Conference stewards.

A committee plan was set up for the Central Illinois 
Conference in 1915, which divided the members in two 
“sections” – “Domestic” and “General,” each of which 
elected officers. The report stated: “All Conference boards 
and committees…shall report to these Sections,” which 
shall meet daily to consider “all reports and resolutions 
referred to them or initiated by them, and shall formulate 
an inclusive report and present the same to the Conference 
for final action.”

The conferences continued to struggle with how to 
deal with so many reports and other business. The Illinois 
Conference Cabinet provided the agenda for the conference 
in 1933, which included 17 items. But it appears that the 
problem lay deeper than just the Annual Conference 
session.

Three years later, the Conference received a proposal 
to group the committees and boards into five Commissions. 
It was noted the following year that the system had worked 
well, although some felt they had been crowded out. The 
General Conference of 1940 mandated yet a different 
organization of the Commissions, Boards and Committees.

In 1954, the Committee to Study Conference 
Procedures noted that the many changed that had taken 
place in “processing of Conference business” over the 
preceding 15 years, such as the Cabinet making the 
appointments before conference week, boards and 

commissions no longer having lengthy meetings during 
the sessions, and its reports were already printed, but 
the number of days Conference was in session had 
not changed. The committee advocated shortening the 
conference by one day – from six to five days -- but did not 
want to discontinue the Conference Love Feast, Conference 
Sunday worship services, recognition of retiring ministers 
or ordination.

Then in 1965, there was a sub-committee on 
Conference Organization established within the Conference 
Program Committee to “structure the Central Illinois 
Conference sessions on the same basic plan as the General 
Conference. All members – lay and ministerial – are to 
share in a study and discussion of all reports by boards, 
commissions, institutions, and agencies before such reports 
are presented on the floor of Annual Conference.” 

The committee was to divide all the members of the 
Conference into six sections, which would bring the reports 
to the floor of the Conference for action. “The chairman 
of each section shall report the vote for concurrence and/
or non-concurrence and indicate whether the vote reflects 
amendments made by the section.”

Since the EUB-Methodist union in 1968, and the 
merger of the former Southern and Central Illinois 
conferences, further changes have been made, especially 
shortening the length of the session and the manner of 
doing conference business.

The nature of the conference changed from one where 
the preachers gave their reports of converts made and 
money raised, and had their characters passed one by one 
in open session, along with much inspiring preaching, 
fervent praying, and enthusiastic singing, to one more given 
to business.

While today, many try to avoid Conference, in years 
past it was the highlight of the year, looked forward to with 
much anticipation.

Rev. George W. Farmer, who died in 1884, wrote in 
his Autobiography, “While I remained an active worker in 
the itinerant ranks, the annual session of the Conference 
seemed to be an indispensable part of my ministry….I went 
out from each annual gathering with more buoyant step 
and eager anticipation.”

ANNUAL CONFERENCE FORMATS HAVE 
CHANGED THROUGH THE YEARS

John Wesley initiated the first annual conference in 1744 
to bring together his preachers in England.

As Methodism in America began to grow, Wesley sent 
several of his preachers to oversee the work there. 
He expected the preachers in America to adhere to 
the same discipline and organizational system that he 
maintained in England.

In July 1773, Thomas Rankin, one of the preachers sent 
by Wesley, convened the first conference of all Methodist 
preachers at Historic St. George’s Church in Philadelphia. 
At that time, common agreements about how the 
Methodist societies would function were adopted and 
preachers were appointed to oversee the work of the 
societies.  It was at this conference that William Watters 
received an appointment as the first American-born 
Methodist itinerant preacher.

For the next two years, these gatherings, called "Several 
conversations between the Preachers in Connexion with 
Rev. Mr. John Wesley," continued to meet at St. George’s.   

However, the unrest leading up to the Revolutionary War 
affected Methodist meetings. When the British occupied 
Philadelphia, they used St. George’s as a cavalry 

school. Thus, in 1776, the conference was moved out of 
Philadelphia to Baltimore.

In addition to the general meetings of all Methodist 
preachers, smaller regional conferences began to meet 
on an annual basis to appoint preachers within those 
regions. After the birth of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in 1784, these smaller regional meetings, known 
as “annual conferences,” became the more direct 
ancestor to current annual conferences.

Okawville UMC, Mississippi RD, 1859-2022 
The Methodist Episcopal Church at Okawville was estab-
lished in 1859, with early services held in a local school-
house. The congregation purchased land in 1864 and soon 
began construction of the first church building, which was 
dedicated in 1866. This building was used until early 1930, 
when it was razed, and construction of the current church 
building was begun. The current church building was dedi-
cated on 26 October 1930.
Parkville UMC, Iroquois RD, 1894-2022 
The Parkville congregation of the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ was organized in 1894, with early meetings 
held in a local schoolhouse, above a blacksmith, and finally 
in a former pool hall. A new building, the present church, was 
dedicated on 20 June 1909.
Plainville UMC, LaMoine RD, 1876-2022 
The Methodist Episcopal Church at Plainville was estab-
lished in 1876, with parishioners themselves cutting the 
timber for the framework. A basement was excavated under 
the church in 1916. The church was extensively redecorated 
in 1960, the same year the nearby Shiloh Methodist Church 
merged with Plainville. In 1976 an education building with 
classrooms was added at the back of the church.
Pleasant Mound UMC, Mississippi RD, 1893-2022 
Pleasant Mound Methodist Episcopal Church was estab-
lished in 1893. The church suffered considerable damage 
in July 1995 when the majority of the ceiling collapsed. The 
congregation held services in the basement while a new, 
lower ceiling was installed. The newly remodeled sanctuary 
was dedicated on Jan. 14, 1996.
Tamms UMC, Cache RD, 1949-2021
Tamms Methodist Church was organized following a tent 
revival in summer 1949. An old army barracks was acquired 
and moved to an empty lot, and church members worked 
alongside non-members to repair and renovate the building, 
with the first service held on 4 December 1949. An annex 

was constructed in 1973, at which time both the church and 
the annex were given a brick façade.

West UMC, Kaskaskia RD, 1884-2022
Methodists began meeting in homes and schools in an area 
5 miles south of Mt. Erie in 1854. The area formed a village 
alongside the Little Wabash River.

Selina West, who with her husband had provided land for 
the schoolhouse, died in 1875 and bequeathed 40 acres 
of land for construction of a Methodist church in Massilon 
Township in Wayne County. Adjacent to the land was a cem-
etery where several members of the West family are buried. 
In the spring of 1884, a single-room church building was built 
heated with a pot-belly stove.

In September 1955, under the pastorate of Rev. Luther B. 
Howard, ground was broken for the present church building 
which provided additional room for ministry and to update 
the heating. The church was built on a basement which 
accommodated several classrooms and two smaller rooms 
were used both for classrooms and additional sanctuary 
space. It was completed in the spring 1956.

For several years, West was yoked with Mt. Erie and McK-
endree, another rural church situated between Mt. Erie and 
West.

Xenia UMC, Kaskaskia RD, 1832-2021
The Xenia charge of the Methodist Episcopal Church was 
organized in 1832. They held their early services in private 
houses and then in an old schoolhouse before the first brick 
church building was erected in 1845. A second building was 
erected in 1865 and was almost completely remodeled in 
1913. Demolition of this second church building began in 
September 1949, with the first service held in the current 
building in February 1950, and with the building officially 
dedicated on 16 December 1951.  The church was extensively 
remodeled in 2001, and a new steeple, along with musical 
carillons, was erected in 2004. A Family Life Center was 
erected in 2006. 
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holding jurisdictional conferences for the purpose of 
elections, the bishops said the current situation of bishops 
covering multiple episcopal areas was unsustainable. 
“The threat to the continuance of the episcopacy and 
the sustainability of effective episcopal leadership will 
increase as more retirements are expected,” the bishops 
added.

The United Methodist Church has five jurisdictions 
— each encompassing multiple episcopal areas in a 
geographical region of the United States. Each episcopal 
area includes one or more annual conferences.

The United Methodist constitution mandates that 
the Council of Bishops schedule all five jurisdictional 
conferences to convene at the same time.

“Apart from this stipulation, the constitutional grant 
of authority is unrestricted,” the Judicial Council said.

The Council of Bishops is “therefore, authorized 
to call jurisdictional conferences, notwithstanding that 
the General Conference has not convened since the last 
election of bishops in the jurisdictional conferences,” the 
church court continued.

The Judicial Council also noted that the United 
Methodist constitution lists the election of bishops among 

a jurisdictional conference’s powers.
The church court said the bishops’ intended purpose 

for the jurisdictional conferences “is essential” to fulfilling 
the constitutional mandates in Paragraph 45 of “a unified 
superintendency and episcopacy” and “the continuance of 
an episcopacy in The United Methodist Church.”

However, the Judicial Council disagreed with 
the Council of Bishops that new bishops should 
assume their duties immediately after election and 
consecration. Another part of the Book of Discipline, the 
denomination’s law book, states: “The date of assignment 
for all bishops is Sept. 1 following the jurisdictional 
conference.”

That means the Council of Bishops must either 
reschedule the jurisdictional conferences or make use of 
the provisions for interim bishops, the church court said.

The Judicial Council put it this way: “the Council of 
Bishops must reschedule the jurisdictional conferences 
to a date prior to September 1, 2022, or proceed with 
jurisdictional conferences in November 2022 as scheduled 
and assign newly elected bishops on an interim basis 
under the provisions of ¶ 407 until they begin their 
assignment on September 1, 2023.”

Paragraph 407 spells out a process for filling bishop 
vacancies on an interim basis.

The Judicial Council also addressed concerns about 
the formula and number of bishops allotted to each 
jurisdiction.

In a decision last year, the Judicial Council ruled 
that the budget adopted by the 2016 General Conference 
remains in effect. That same logic applies to the question 
of the number of bishops assigned in each jurisdiction, 
the church court said.

The 2016 General Conference approved supporting 
46 bishops in the United States — 13 in the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction; 10 in the South Central Jurisdiction; nine in 
the Northeastern Jurisdiction; nine in the North Central 
Jurisdiction and five in the Western Jurisdiction.

“Absent General Conference action, the formula and 
number of bishops for each jurisdiction approved by the 
2016 General Conference remain legally binding and 
effective until replaced by a new formula,” the Judicial 
Council said.

(Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News). 

RULING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

PARKVILLE UMC

PLAINVILLE FIRST UMC

TAMMS UMC

PLEASANT MOUND UMC

CLOSING CHURCHES CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

WEST UMC XENIA UMC

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 

(ABOVE) St. George's United Methodist Church, at the corner of 4th 
and New Streets, in the Old City neighborhood of Philadelphia, is 
the oldest Methodist church in continuous use in the United States, 
beginning in 1769. 
(LEFT) Frances Lyons-Bristol, an archivist-records administrator 
for the General Commission on Archives and History, holds a book 
listing early Methodists, including the circuit rider, the Rev. Freeborn 
Garrettson. 

Where was the first annual conference in America?

Photo by Kathleen Barry, United Methodist Communications
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UNITED MEDIA  
RESOURCE CENTER

Thank you for your prayers and kind words of support and appreciation for 
the UMRC!
I am so excited and thankful that the UMRC will continue after my retirement 
to be of service to you who faithfully serve and who pursue spiritual growth!

Please note that the services of the UMRC will be paused in June and July to 
make transitional changes.
During the two-month transition time . . .

• In June and July, continue returning resources to the UMRC at the usual 
address:

United Media Resource Center
P.O. Box 19207
Springfield, IL  62794-9207

• If you have overdue resources that are not being used this summer, 
please get them returned

• Consider volunteering!  Call Kumler Outreach at 217-523-2269 and ask 
for Sharon Brown.  Help will be needed during the transition period and, 
later, at the new location

• Explore the UMRC online catalog for ideas for fall programming.  
Resources will not be sent or be available for pick up until 
August but you can request resources before that using 
the online catalog

• Continue praying for the UMRC - for a smooth transition 
into the future and for its volunteers

• Be on the lookout for more details and information that 
will be released during the transition period

Blessings!
Jill Stone

UMRC

Our Conference, Our Kids          Advance Special #6960 www.embraceocok.org

THANK YOUTHANK YOU for embracing 
OUR KIDS with your Gifts   Advance Special #6960

www.embraceocok.org

District Gifts Received: 
Iroquois River 

 Kaskaskia River
LaMoine River

Churches Making Donations to  
Our Conference, Our Kids in April 
[Churches listed in Bold made their first recorded  contribution to OCOK]
Allendale
Alma
Belleville Signal Hill
Belleville Union 
Benld
Bonfield Evangelical
Carbondale First
Centralia First
Cerro Gordo
Champaign First
Chillicothe First
Chrisman
Colfax
Cornerstone
Crescent City
Cropsey
Delevan
East Moline Christ
Ellsworth
Fairmount
Farina
Forrest
Fountain of Life (Buffalo)
Fourth Street (Shelbyville)

Garver Brick
Havana First
Henry
Herscher
Highland Hope
Hume
Illiopolis
Macomb Wesley
Mahomet
Maples Mill
Minonk
Moline Bethel Wesley
Monmouth First
Murrayville
Newton Grace
Normal First
Ogden
Palmyra
Paris First
Paris Otterbein
Parkville
Paxton First
Pekin First
Peoria Bethel

Peoria Northwest
Pleasant Grove (Alma)
Pleasant Grove (Downs)
Pontiac First
Rantoul First
Saybrook Wesbein
Scottland
Schattuc 
Shields’ Chapel
Springfield Douglas Avenue
Springfield First
Springfield Laurel
Streator First
Sugar Creek (Chatham)
Tremont 
Union Chapel
United Church of Heyworth
Washburn
Warrensburg
Wesley Chapel (Shelbyville)
Zion Evangelical (Pekin)

PO BOX 1790, Marion, IL 62959  
aldersgate_fcu@yahoo.com
Phone: 618-944-0817
Marilyn Sullins, Assistant Treasurer

Loan Rates and  
Other Information:
LOAN RATES as of May 31, 2022

NEW CAR RATES
2020-2022
2.50% for up to 72 months

USED CAR RATES
2016-2022
60 Months - 3.50%
54 Months - 3.00%
48 Months - 2.50%

2013 – 2015
54 Months – 4.50%
48 Months – 4.00%
42 Months – 3.50%

2010 – 2012
48 Months – 5.00%
42 Months – 4.50%

2009 & Older
36 Months – 5.00%

Share Secured Loans – 1.50% Open 
end with 2% minimum payment

Line of Credit  
40 Months – 6.00% 
$20,000 with 3% minimum payment

WHY CONSIDER AFCU?
• AFCU is a secure place for your savings
• AFCU pays above average dividends in 

today’s market
• AFCU has an excellent Life Savings 

Insurance Benefit
• AFCU shares are insured by The National 

Credit Union Administration
• Your investment grows while helping 

others. An increase in your shares 
increases the amount of money available 
for loans

Membership Requirements: 
• Clergy persons and Diaconal ministers under 

appointment by the Bishop of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Annual Conference of Illinois.

• Full time salaried employees of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference who work within 
the boudaries of this conference 

• Spouses of persons who died while within 
the field of membership of this Credit Union 

• Employees of the Credit Union 
• Persons retired as pensioniers or 

annuitants from above employment 
• The field of membership also includes 

immediate families of all listed above.  
“Immediate Family”  means spouse and 
children by birth of adoption

THANK YOU for stepping up for OUR KIDS through SPRINT TO THE FINISH as 
we seek to finish what we started by reaching and exceeding the 2.5-million-dollar goal by 
the end of the 2022 Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference session.

Church offerings for Our Conference, Our Kids may be sent to the Conference 
Treasurer’s Office along with the May month end submission or brought as an offering at 
the Annual Conference opening worship service.

During the Annual Conference, we will celebrate Our Conference, Our Kids, which 
began the journey in 2017 so that The Baby Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children's 
Home, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, and Spero Family Services could ensure: 

“… the continued inclusion of Christ-centered spiritual care in their healing work.”
With your help, we will SPRINT TO THE FINISH and ensure that our conference 

agencies will be able to provide spiritual care for the children and families they serve 
through the Our Conference, Our Kids endowment fund!

If you would like to make a personal donation, you may do so: 
 ➢ Online at: www.embraceocok.org/donate
 ➢ By mail to: IGRC/OCOK, PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207

THANK YOU again for helping us SPRINT TO THE FINISH for OUR KIDS! 

Individuals Known to have  
made Donations in April
[Through their local churches, by mail, or online: embraceocok.org or igrc.org]
Tim Bachman
Allan Boehm
Vicki Ellis
Bradley Fausnacht
Wayne and Michelle Giermann
Ruthie T. Hamer—In memory of Joyce Francis
Cameron and Deborah Lauseng
Angie Lee
Richard and Kathleen Lewis
Valerie Moehle
Joseph and Marcia Moulden
Mike Pennell

Brent Phillips 
Bill Pigot
Robb Roper
Randy and Sandy Shay
Sally Swaim
Darrin Thurman 
Linda Trent
Ed and Nancy Weston—In honor of the  
     OCOK committee for all their hard work!

Forrest-Chatsworth United Methodist Men
Illiopolis United Methodist Women

Rev. Amanda Richards and Rev. Dr. J. Keith Zimmerman, Co-Chairs 
Our Conference, Our Kids Steering Team

A C  F I V E - S T A R  M I S S I O N
1 0 0 %  A P P O R T I O N M E N T S  I N  2 0 2 1

To the 665 congregations in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference who 
attained 100 percent in payment of apportionments. 128 Five-Star Churches 
are represented in Bold. Through your sacrificial giving, much is being 
accomplished through the IGRC and through our connectional system.

THANK YOU!

  CACHE RIVER DISTRICT

Anna UMC
Belknap UMC
Benton First UMC
Broughton UMC
Cache Chapel UMC
Carbondale First UMC
Carmi Emmanuel UMC
Carrier Mills First UMC
Carterville First UMC
Cave In Rock UMC
Cedar Grove UMC
Crab Orchard UMC
Creal Springs UMC
Crossville UMC
Cypress UMC
Dahlgren UMC
DuQuoin UMC
Eldorado First UMC
Energy UMC
Enfield UMC
Equality UMC
Fountain UMC
Glendale UMC
Golconda First UMC
Goreville UMC
Grand Tower UMC
Greenwood UMC
Harrisburg First UMC
Jonesboro UMC
Karnak UMC
Macedonia UMC
Marion Aldersgate UMC
Marion First UMC
McHenry UMC
McLeansboro First UMC
Metropolis First UMC
Mount Moriah UMC
New Burnside UMC
Norris City UMC
Olive Branch UMC
Olmsted UMC
Pinckneyville UMC
Pittsburg UMC
Powers UMC
Ridgway UMC
Rosiclare UMC
Royalton UMC
Sesser First UMC
Shiloh UMC
Stiritz UMC
Sunfield UMC
Tate's Chapel UMC
Valier UMC
Vergennes Wesley UMC
Vienna UMC
Walnut Grove UMC
Ware UMC
Webb's Chapel UMC
Wesley Chapel UMC
West Eden UMC
West Frankfort Antioch UMC
West Frankfort Central UMC
West Frankfort Trinity UMC
Wolf Lake UMC
Zeigler UMC
Zion UMC

  EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT

Asbury UMC
Beecher City UMC
Casey UMC
Charleston Wesley UMC
Coffeen UMC
Cottonwood UMC
Dogwood Prairie UMC
Dunlap UMC
Effingham Centenary UMC
Emmanuel UMC
Etna UMC
Falmouth UMC
Fillmore UMC
Flat Rock UMC
Fourth Street UMC
Funkhouser UMC
Gaskill UMC
Grandview UMC
Harmon UMC
Harvest UMC
Herrick UMC

Hillsboro UMC
Humboldt UMC
Hutsonville UMC
Irving UMC
Kansas UMC
Kedron UMC
Lakewood UMC
Lerna UMC
Marshall Armstrong UMC
Marshall First UMC
Marshall Trinity UMC
Martinsville UMC
Mattoon First UMC
Mode UMC
Montrose UMC
Morrisonville UMC
Neoga Grace UMC
Newton Grace UMC
Oak Ridge UMC
Oakland UMC
Oblong Central UMC
Oblong Evangelical UMC
Oliver UMC
Palestine Grace UMC
Paris First UMC
Paris Otterbein UMC
Patton UMC
Pearl Chapel UMC
Pleasant Valley UMC
Robinson First UMC
Salem UMC
Scottland UMC
Seed Chapel UMC
Shelbyville First UMC
Shumway UMC
Stewardson UMC
Strasburg UMC
Sugar Grove UMC
Toledo UMC
Trinity Chapel UMC
Vermilion UMC
Washington UMC
Watson UMC
Wesley Chapel UMC
West Liberty UMC
Westfield UMC
Witt UMC
Woodbury UMC
Zion Hill UMC
Zion UMC
Zion UMCC

  ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT

Bartonville UMC
Boyd's Grove UMC
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC
Brimfield UMC
Canton South Park UMC
Canton Wesley UMC
Chillicothe First UMC
Crossroads UMC
Cuba UMC
Deer Creek UMC
Delavan UMC
Dunlap Prospect UMC
East Peoria First UMC
Glasford UMC
Green Valley First UMC
Hanna City UMC
Henry UMC
Kewanee First UMC
Kingston Mines UMC
Lacon Sparland UMC
LaFayette UMC
Laura UMC
Lewistown UMC
Locust Lane UMC
London Mills UMC
Mackinaw UMC
Manito UMC
Maples Mill UMC
Monica UMC
Monterey UMC
Morton UMC
Mossville UMC
Mount Pleasant UMC
New Hope UMC
Norris UMC
Pekin First UMC
Pekin Grace UMC
Peoria Bethel UMC

Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC
Peoria First UMC
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC
Peoria Northwest UMC
Peoria University UMC
Princeville UMC
RiversEdge UMC
Sheffield UMC
Shields' Chapel UMC
Smithfield Brock UMC
Toulon UMC
Tremont UMC
Trivoli UMC
Varna UMC
Washburn UMC
Washington Evangelical UMC
West Jersey UMC
White Chapel UMC
Willow Hill UMC
Wyoming UMC
Zion Evangelical UMC

  IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT

Allerton UMC
Arcola UMC
Arthur UMC
Ashkum UMC
Batestown UMC
Bellflower UMC
Bement UMC
Bondville UMC
Broadlands UMC
Camargo UMC
Centerville UMC
Champaign Faith UMC
Champaign First UMC
Champaign New Horizon UMC
Chrisman UMC
Cissna Park UMC
Collison UMC
Crescent City UMC
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC
Danville First UMC
Danville Saint James UMC
Donovan UMC
Fairmount UMC
Fairview UMC
Farmer City UMC
Fisher UMC
Fithian UMC
Georgetown UMC
Gibson City UMC
Gifford UMC
Hebron UMC
Hindsboro UMC
Homer UMC
Hoopeston UMC
Indianola UMC
Loda UMC
Ludlow UMC
Mahomet UMC
Mansfield UMC
Melvin UMC
Middlefork UMC
Milford UMC
Mount Vernon UMC
Murdock UMC
Newman UMC
Oakwood UMC
Ogden UMC
Parkville UMC
Paxton First UMC
Pesotum UMC
Piper City UMC
Quest Grace UMC
Rankin UMC
Rantoul First UMC
Ridge Farm UMC
Sadorus UMC
Saint Joseph UMC
Savoy UMC
Seymour UMC
Sheldon UMC
Shiloh UMC
Sidell UMC
Sullivan First UMC
Tolono UMC
Tuscola UMC
Union Corner UMC
Urbana Wesley UMC
Villa Grove UMC
Weedman UMC

Weldon UMC
Wellington UMC
White Heath UMC
Woodland UMC

  KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT

Albion First UMC
Allendale UMC
Alma UMC
Asbury Chapel UMC
Bellmont UMC
Bethel UMC
Bethel UMC
Beulah UMC
Billett UMC
Boulder UMC
Bridgeport UMC
Calhoun UMC
Centralia First UMC
Chauncey-Landes UMC
Clay City UMC
Cornerstone UMC
Ebenezer North UMC
Enterprise UMC
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC
Flora First UMC
Flora Trinity UMC
Gilead UMC
Grayville First UMC
Harmony UMC
Ina UMC
Iuka UMC
Johnsonville UMC
Kinmundy First UMC
Lancaster UMC
Lawrenceville Zion UMC
Little Wabash UMC
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC
Mount Vernon First UMC
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC
Mount Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC
Odin UMC
Olney First UMC
Olney Saint Paul UMC
Patoka UMC
Petrolia UMC
Pinkstaff UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC
Richview UMC
Saint Francisville UMC
Salem Grace UMC
Salem Trinity UMC
Sandoval UMC
Shattuc UMC
Sumner UMC
Union Chapel UMC
Union Chapel UMC
Vandalia First UMC
Waltonville UMC
Wayne City UMC
Wesley UMC
West UMC
Xenia UMC 
Zion UMC

  LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT
Arenzville UMC
Ashland UMC
Astoria UMC
Barry UMC
Beardstown First UMC
Bethel UMC
Beverly UMC
Bluff Springs UMC
Bluffs UMC
Brooklyn UMC
Browning UMC
Camden UMC
Camp Point UMC
Carlinville UMC
Carrollton UMC
Carthage First UMC
Centennial Ebenezer UMC
Christ UMC
Columbus UMC
Concord UMC
Detroit UMC
Doddsville UMC
Durbin UMC
Ebenezer UMC
Fairview UMC
Franklin UMC
Girard UMC
Grafton UMC
Greenfield UMC
Griggsville UMC
Hamilton UMC
Havana First UMC
Houston UMC
Hull UMC

Industry UMC
Jacksonville Asbury UMC
Jacksonville Centenary UMC
Jacksonville Grace UMC
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC
Jerseyville UMC
Littleton UMC
Living Faith UMC
Loraine UMC
Manchester UMC
Modesto UMC
Mount Sterling First UMC
Murrayville UMC
Naples UMC
New Canton UMC
New Salem UMC
Oakford UMC
Oxville UMC
Palmyra UMC
Paloma UMC
Payson UMC
Perry UMC
Peter Cartwright UMC
Plainville UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC
Pleasant Hill UMC
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC
Quincy Union UMC
Quincy Vermont Street UMC
Richfield UMC
Rockbridge UMC
Rural UMC
Sheldon's Grove UMC
Sugar Grove UMC
Virden First UMC
Virginia UMC
Warsaw UMC
Waverly UMC
Winchester UMC

  MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT
Beckemeyer UMC
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC
Belleville Union UMC
Benld UMC
Brighton Saint Paul UMC
Bunker Hill UMC
Caseyville UMC
Chester First UMC
Collinsville First UMC
Columbia Bethany UMC
Coulterville UMC
Dorchester UMC
Edwardsville Saint John's UMC
Ellis Grove UMC
Elsah UMC
Fairview Heights Prospect Park UMC
Gillespie First UMC
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC
Granite City Nameoki UMC
Granite City Trinity UMC
Greenville First UMC
Hartford First UMC
Highland Hope UMC
Huey UMC
Keyesport UMC
Lebanon First UMC
Litchfield Saint Timothy UMC
Marissa UMC
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC
Medora UMC
Nashville Grace UMC
New Athens UMC
New Baden UMC
New Palestine UMC
O'Fallon First UMC
Okawville UMC
Percy UMC
Piasa UMC
Pleasant Mound UMC
Pocahontas UMC
Preston UMC
Sorento UMC
Sparta First UMC
Staunton UMC
Steeleville UMC
Tilden UMC
Trenton First UMC
Troy UMC
Wood River First UMC
Worden UMC

  SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT
Argenta UMC
Assumption UMC
Athens UMC
Auburn UMC
Beason UMC
Bethany UMC
Bissell UMC
Blue Mound UMC
Buckeye UMC
Cantrall UMC

Cerro Gordo UMC
Chatham UMC
Chestnut UMC
Cisco UMC
Clinton UMC
Dalton City UMC
Decatur Christ UMC
Decatur First UMC
Decatur Grace UMC
Decatur Wesley UMC
Divernon UMC
Easton UMC
Edinburg UMC
Elkhart UMC
Elwin UMC
Fairview UMC
Farmersville UMC
Findlay UMC
Forsyth UMC
Fountain of Life UMC
Garver Brick UMC
Hammond UMC
Illiopolis UMC
Island Grove UMC
LaPlace UMC
Latham UMC
Lincoln First UMC
Loami UMC
Long Creek UMC
Lovington UMC
Macon UMC
Maroa UMC
McLean UMC
Middletown UMC
Midland UMC
Monticello UMC
Mount Auburn UMC
Mount Pulaski First UMC
Moweaqua UMC
New Holland UMC
Owaneco UMC
Pana UMC
Pawnee UMC
Petersburg UMC
Raymond Community Of Faith UMC
Riverton First UMC
Sanner Chapel UMC
Sharon UMC
Sherman UMC
South Fork UMC
Springfield Asbury UMC
Springfield Cotton Hill UMC
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC
Springfield Grace UMC
Springfield Jerome UMC
Springfield Kumler UMC
Springfield Laurel UMC
Stonington UMC
Sugar Creek UMC
Taylorville UMC
Warrensburg UMC
Waynesville UMC
Williamsville UMC
Windsor UMC
Zion Chapel UMC

  SPOON RIVER DISTRICT

Aledo UMC
Alpha UMC
Altona UMC 
Annawan Community UMC
Avon UMC
Biggsville UMC
Bishop Hill UMC
Blandinsville UMC
Burnside UMC
Cambridge UMC
Carman UMC
Church of the Cross UMC
Colchester UMC
Colona UMC
Dahinda UMC
Douglas UMC
Durham UMC
East Moline Christ Multisite UMC
Eliza Community UMC
Elmwood UMC
Fairfield UMC
Fairview Center UMC
Fairview UMC
Galesburg Faith UMC
Galesburg First UMC
Galva First UMC
Geneseo First UMC
Geneseo Grace UMC
Gladstone UMC
Good Hope UMC
Green River UMC
Hampton Grace UMC
Henderson UMC
Hills Grove UMC
Hillsdale UMC

Hooppole Zion UMC
Illinois City UMC
Jerusalem UMC
Joy UMC
Kirkwood UMC
Knoxville UMC
Loraine UMC
Macomb Wesley UMC
Maquon UMC
Maxey Chapel UMC
Mineral UMC
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC
Moline Riverside UMC
Monmouth First UMC
Nauvoo UMC
New Boston UMC
New Philadelphia UMC
North Henderson UMC
Oneida UMC
Oquawka UMC
Orion UMC
Pine Bluff UMC
Point Pleasant UMC
Port Byron First UMC
Preemption UMC
Reynolds UMC
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC
Roseville UMC
Smithshire UMC
Stronghurst UMC
Swan Creek UMC
Taylor Ridge UMC
Terre Haute UMC
Viola UMC
Walnut Grove UMC
Williamsfield UMC

  VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT

Aroma Park UMC
Atlanta UMC
Bloomington Park UMC
Bloomington Wesley UMC
Bloomington West Olive Faith UMC
Bonfield Evangelical UMC
Bourbonnais Grace Community UMC
Braceville UMC
Bradley Evangelical UMC
Bradley Wesley UMC
Cabery UMC
Chatsworth UMC
Chenoa UMC
Coal City UMC
Colfax UMC
Cornell UMC
Cropsey UMC
Cullom UMC
Downs UMC
Dwight UMC
Ebenezer UMC
El Paso UMC
Ellsworth UMC
Fairbury First UMC
Forrest UMC
Grand Prairie UMC
Grand Ridge UMC
Grant Park First UMC
Hennepin UMC
Herscher UMC
Hopedale UMC
Hudson UMC
Kankakee Asbury UMC
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC
Kankakee Trinity UMC
Kempton UMC
LeRoy UMC
Lexington First UMC
Long Point UMC
Lostant UMC
Magnolia UMC
Manteno UMC
McDowell UMC
McNabb UMC
Minonk UMC
Momence First UMC
Normal Calvary UMC
Normal First UMC
Normal Morningstar UMC
Pleasant Grove UMC
Pontiac First UMC
Ransom UMC
Reddick UMC
Richland UMC
Ritchey UMC
Roanoke UMC
Saunemin UMC
Saybrook Wesbein UMC
Secor UMC
South Wilmington UMC
Streator First UMC
Tonica UMC
United Church of Heyworth
Verona UMC
Wenona Saint John's UMC16   |   J U N E  2 0 2 2   |   T H E  C U R R E N T
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