AUG 2022 | VOL. 26 • NO.12

NCJ delegates to elect
bishops Nov. 2-5

current
THE

WE PRESS ON
2022 North Central Jurisdictional Conference
of The United Methodist Church

Illinois Great Rivers Confere
of The United Methodist Church

Photos of 2016 NCJ Conference courtesy of NCJ Conference Communicator

Inside

NEWS FROM
THE EPISCOPAL OFFICE

NO EXCUSES, NO
EXPLANATIONS!

THIS ISSUE

1 News from the Episcopal Office
2 Announcements & Events
3-4 Christian Conversations
5, 9 Local Church News
6-7 NCJ Episcopacy Election
8 National / Global News
10-12 Conference News

9

current

Photos courtesy of Steve Ferguson

THE

Members of the Mattoon: First UMC congregation celebrate their unity within the church’s diversity and proclaim that message to the public
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(ABOVE) Wooden It Be Lovely staff coordinator

5

and lead designer Megan Murray speaks
during the blessing of residential house.
Murray came into the program six years ago.
(LEFT) A colorful sign greets visitors at the

weekend open house for the Be Lovely House
a residential component to the Wooden It Be
Lovely ministry started at Springfield: Douglas
Ave. UMC nine years ago.
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A brightly-painted bench sits in the Be Lovely House,
a residential component of the Wooden It Be Lovely
program started at Springfield: Douglas Avenue UMC.
The women work for Wooden It Be Lovely, which
refurbishes furniture, among other activities.
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God Bless,
Bishop Beard

DEATHS
Rev. Nichols served 40 years of active
ministry, retiring in 1998 as associate pastor
of Springfield: First. He then served 15 years
as pastor of Bondville UMC from 1998 to 2013
and later, chaplain of Presence Hospital (now OSF Heart of Mary
Medical Center) in Urbana until 2015 in retirement.

Funeral services will 11 a.m., Saturday, Aug. 27
at Sugar Creek UMC, with visitation at the church from 9-to 11 a.m.
and a luncheon following the service.

Communications Team

A complete obituary may be found at: http://www.
morganmemorialhome.com/obituary/james-gerald-jerrynichols/ where condolences may be left for the family.

Condolences may be sent to the Rev. Dr. Thomas Logsdon, 7
Fairfax Lane, Harrisburg, IL 62946-2877.

Send materials to:

Camp Milan Retreat Center a great location for spiritual retreats, mission trips, confirmation
retreats, and other celebrations and church functions. Visit www.CampMilan.org to learn
more. Call 309-788-9384 for rates and availability.

Frank
Beard

fense. Moses, Israel’s greatest leader, lived a life
that depended upon God time after time, and
Moses never offered an excuse or an explanation
for his own personal shortcomings. David, a man
after God’s own heart, confessed his sins and
asked God for forgiveness. Joseph, a man whose
dreams were deferred and delayed, never offered
excuses or explanations. Joseph trusted God and
was vindicated.
Dr. Dungy would be embarrassed by the
depths most of us go to excuse or explain our
failures to the call and commands of Christ. We
offer perfectly good explanations for why we
are doing, or are not doing, what Jesus clearly
requires. The problem with always having an
excuse or an explanation is that we seldom grow
past our mistakes and failures. Instead of moving
forward we get bogged down in mediocrity and
we never grow past our failures.
Dr. Dungy, Coach Dungy and Coach Tomlin
all believe and practice grace and forgiveness,
while expecting of themselves and those they
lead, a commitment to improve and to grow
stronger while eliminating the menacing areas of
weakness. This commitment to “No excuses. No
explanations” produces champions in every arena
of life.
I am convinced that one day I will have to
stand before the Lord, and he will ask me what
have I done with all that I’ve been entrusted.
There will be “No excuses, no explanation.” The
good news for me and for you is that Jesus has
given us a precious resource that eliminates our
need for excuses or explanations. The Holy Spirit
has been offered to us. The Holy Spirit brings all
the tools necessary for obtaining “super bowl”
caliber success.
“No excuses, no explanations” are needed
when we are guided by God’s Holy Spirit.

The Current (USPS 014-964) is published
monthly by the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference of The UMC, 5900 South Second
Street, Springfield, IL 62711
An individual subscription is $15 per year.
The opinions expressed in viewpoints are
those of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Current, The IGRC,
or The UMC.
Leader: Paul E. Black
Team members:
Kim Halusan, Michele Willson
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Tony Dungy and Mike
Tomlin are two gifted and
successful football coaches.
Both have led Super Bowl
winning teams. Both are
Christian men of high
character with impeccable
BISHOP
integrity. These men share
a common philosophy that
is often summed up in the
motto, “No excuses. No
explanations.”
One of my early mentors was Dr. Robert “Bob” Dungy, an uncle of
Coach Tony Dungy. Bob was the spiritual director of the Upper Room in Nashville, Tenn.,
and a servant leader in The United Methodist
Church. Bob had that same quiet strength that
was a staple characteristic of the Dungy clan. Bob
seldom raised his voice and when he was angry,
he spoke in even softer tones.
Bob was also a results-oriented person that
did not want excuses or an explanation to rationalize one’s failure. He wanted to know if you
learned from failure and how you would apply
what you had learned so that you could achieve
success. Bob was a successful United Methodist
pastor, district superintendent, Conference Director, and a college and high school teacher. “No
excuses, no explanations” was a staple part of his
life.
When I think of some of the great women
and men of the Christian faith, I see a shared
core value of “no excuses, no explanations.” Mary,
the mother of Jesus, other than asking how she
could be expecting a child since she was a virgin,
accepted the angel Gabriel’s announcement and
willingly submitted to God. Mary could have
crafted a wealth of excuses and explanations for
her family, friends, and community, but instead
she believed God and offered no personal de-

P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207
or tel. 217.529.2040 or fax 217.529.4155
thecurrent@igrc.org,
website www.igrc.org
Periodical postage paid at Peoria, IL,
and additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER:

Please send address changes to
The Current, Illinois Great Rivers Conference,
P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. J. Gerald
Nichols, 88, died June 29 in Urbana.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Roy Adams, 86,
died June 18 in Lakewood, Colo.
Rev. Adams served 35 years of ministry in the
former Central Illinois Conference, retiring in
1997 from Rantoul: First.

Janice Logsdon, 70, wife of the Rev. Tom
Logsdon, pastor of Harrisburg First UMC, died
June 18 in Springfield.
Janice served several years on Conference
staff.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.igrc.org/
obituarydetail/janice-clyde-hunt-logsdon-16533520

A Memorial Service for Richard “Dick” Brewer, spouse of IGRC
retired pastor Marilyn Brewer, will be at 11 a.m., at the Mendota
Shelter and Mendota County Park in Middleton, Wis. A meal will
follow the service.
Richard, 84, died June 13.

A complete obituary may be found at:
https://www.igrc.org/obituarydetail/roy-adams-16540941

Condolences may be sent to the Rev.Marilyn Brewer, 913 Acewood
Blvd, Apt 202, Madison, WI 53714-3268.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Phyllis Adams, 555 S. Pierce
St., Unit 150, Lakewood, CO 80226-3471.

We have received word of the death of Irene Carlton, wife of
IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Donald G. Carlton in Santa Cruz, Calif.
Rev. Carlton served 38 years in the former Southern Illinois
Conference, retiring in 1995 from Carbondale: First.
Condolences may be sent to: Rev. Donald G. Carlton, 2395
Delaware Ave, Santa Cruz, CA 95060-5718

APPOINTMENTS
In consultation with the Cabinet of
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference,
Bishop Frank J. Beard appoints the
following:
Donna Blythe to Fairfield: Ellen
Moore-Bethel, Kaskaskia River
District, ¼ time, effective July 10.
Susan Schultz to Rantoul-FisherShiloh: Associate, Iroquois River
District, ½ time, effective July 15. This
is her first appointment in the IGRC.
Delbert Pancake to Middletown-Mt.
Pulaski, Sangamon River District, ¼
time, effective July 1.
Seth Emerson to Arcola, Iroquois
River District, effective Aug. 1.
Kyle Armentrout-Steward to
First Presbyterian Church, Alton, Ill.,
effective July 1.
Steven Miller to Grayville-Browns,
Kaskaskia River District, effective
July 1.
Leon Pomeroy to Toulon-West
Jersey-Lafayette, Illinois River
District, effective July 1. This is a
charge realignment as he previously
served Toulon only.
Sally Hamon to Warrensburg,
Sangamon River District, less than ¼
time, effective July 1.
Walter B. Carlson to Decatur:
Sharon-Christ, Sangamon River
District, ½ time, effective July 1.
This is a charge realignment as he
previously served Sharon only.
Andy Hoskins to Canton: South
Park-Shields Chapel-Norris, Illinois
River District, effective July 1. This is a
charge realignment as he previously
served Canton: South Park-Shields
Chapel.
Christine Cunningham to Salem:
Grace-Alma-Pleasant Grove,
Kaskaskia River District, effective
July 1. This is a charge realignment
as she previously Salem: Grace only.
William Novak to Morton, Illinois
River District, effective July 1. He
previously served as associate
pastor. His new appointment is as
lead pastor.
Shane Smith to Lewistown-Cuba,
Illinois River District, effective July 1.
This is a charge realignment as he
previously served Lewistown only.
Vaughn Hoffman to interim pastor,
Urbana: Wesley, Iroquois River
District, effective July 1.
Roger Boyd to Lawrenceville FirstOlney Immanuel, Kaskaskia River
District, ¾ time, effective July 1. This
is a new charge alignment.
Jonas Hamilton to Billett, Kaskaskia
River District, ½ time, effective July
1. This is new alignment as Billett
moves to a single point charge.
Miranda Denler to Chaplain, Oasis
Hospice and Palliative Care, Chicago,
effective July 1.

Mark E. Milhouse to Ashland-Peter
Cartwright, LaMoine River District, ½
time, effective July 1.

Supply not appointed
Rebecca Groves to Blue Ridge,
Illinois River District, less than
¼ time, effective July 17. She will
maintain her full-time appointment
at Dunlap: Prospect and Rainbow
Resource Center.
Charles Herbert Graul to
Hopedale, Vermilion River District,
less than ¼ time, effective Aug.
1. He will maintain his full-time
appointment at Delavan in the
Illinois River District. Hopedale will
remain in the Vermilion River District.
Floyd Wood to Allendale,
Kaskaskia River District, less than
¼ time, effective July 1. He will
also be serving separate supply
assignments at St. Francisville and
continuing at May Chapel.
Floyd Wood to St. Francisville,
Kaskaskia River District, less than
¼ time, effective July 1. He will
also be serving separate supply
assignments at Allendale and
continuing at May Chapel.
Randy Sharp to Farmersville,
Sangamon River District, less than ¼
time, effective July 1.
Samuel Horsch to Rantoul-ShilohFisher: Associate, ½ time, effective
Jan. 1, 2023. This is a correction of
a previous announcement with a
different effective date. This is his
first assignment in IGRC and is a
new charge alignment.

Change of status
David Estep, discontinuation of
appointment, Cache River District,
effective July 1. He previously served
Cache Chapel-Olmsted.
Scott Carnes to leave of absence,
effective July 1.
Michael Paulson to leave of
absence, effective July 1.
Donald Long, Sr., discontinuation
of appointment, Sangamon River
District, effective July 1. He previously
served Garver Brick.
Cheryl Cain, discontinuation of
assignment, Kaskaskia River District,
effective July 1. She previously
served Alma-Pleasant Grove as a
certified lay minister.
Lisa L. Boseman, discontinuation
of appointment, Sangamon
River District, effective July 1. She
previously served Springfield: Grace.
Kim Dancey, discontinuation of
appointment, Iroquois River District,
effective June 30. She previously
served Savoy.
Deborah Jean Smith-Johnston,
discontinuation of appointment,
Vermilion River District, effective
July 1. She previously served
Bloomington: Park which has closed.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND
UPCOMING EVENTS
Safe Sanctuaries training

Prayer Retreat for pastors

SPRINGFIELD – Has the pandemic
changed anything about the way your
church does ministry with children, youth,
or vulnerable adults? Have your Safe
Sanctuaries policy and procedures kept
up with the changes?

HUDSON – A Prayer Retreat for IGRC
pastors will be Aug. 29 from 9 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. at East Bay Camp.

A FREE in-person Safe Sanctuaries
workshop will be held at Pawnee UMC
on Tuesday, July 26, from 6 to 8 p.m., led
by Tim Delaney and Beth Fender. Sandwiches and other light refreshments will
be served.
Can’t attend this workshop? Contact your
district’s Safe Sanctuaries Resource Team
member at: https://www.igrc.org/SafeSanctuariesResourceTeam to schedule a
workshop in your church!

'Living Into My Yes' virtual
conversation
SPRINGFIELD – The Ministerial Excellence Team is hosting a virtual conversation called "Living Into My Yes" for persons
wanting to know more about how to start
living their calling in the United Methodist
Church. The goal of our session will be celebrating God's calling of service for both
laity and clergy. We will share information,
pray, and invite persons to start their conversations with their pastors as they continue discerning on the next steps.

Cost for the retreat will be $13.75 which
includes lunch.If you have diet concerns,
please contact East Bay Camp. Participants may bring snacks to share.
Workshop leader is Rev. Joe Richard who
says, "This retreat is designed to draw us
closer to the Bread from Heaven. I will
be sharing some things I have learned
and am still learning along my spiritual
journey, as a fellow disciple. There will be
opportunities for people to share and ask
questions. I hope to learn and be encouraged by you, as well. My hope is that it
will be enriching for each of us individually, and may provide ideas to take back
to our congregations. I am not an expert.
God has shown me a few things I would
like to share with others. Some of this will
be a repeat from last year, and some of it
will be new material."
Pastors will receive 0.3 CEUs.
For more information and to register,
contact Rev. Richard by Aug. 12 at: joerichard57@yahoo.com.

Reach 1,000 event Sept. 9-10

The first online inquiry session will be
from 6 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 4.

WASHINGTON – Does your church want
to reach people in your community? Do
you want creative ideas and practical resources to increase your ability to do so?

Check out this tool that we will share
in our conversation at: https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/8d6996cbd6b9-4b87-ae2a-3c338acedcef.pdf

Add Sept. 9 and 10 to your calendar and
plan to participate in the 2022 Reach
1,000 event to be held at Crossroads UMC
in Washington.

Information will also be shared in the near
future as plans for the 2023 Candidacy
Summit, which will be in early January
2023, are finalized.

Michael Beck, Nicole Reilley, and Trey
Wince will be keynote speakers. Multiple
workshops will be offered. Registration
discounts are provided for group and for
early registrations.

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/LivingIntoMyYes

Anti-racism: a dialogue
for religious leaders
CHAMPAIGN – The Illinois Conference
of Churches, in partnership with Illinois
presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church
(USA), is hosting an online dialogue, AntiRacism: a Dialogue for Religious Leaders
on Tuesday, Aug. 16.
The dialogue will be from 10 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. with a lunch break.
Register by Aug. 1, and receive the book,
Awkward Silence: A Guide for White Ministry Leaders on Confronting Anti-Racism
and Microaggressions by Shani McIIwain
at no cost to you so that you can prepare
for the discussion. Registrants after Aug. 1
are asked to order the book at your own
expense.
When you register, you will receive a link
to the Harvard Implicit Bias test. Please
complete this assessment before the
dialogue.
If you have questions about the dialogue,
reach out to Christina Berry at oursundaybest@hotmail.com.
Read more and register at: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/anti-racism-a-dialoguefor-religious-leaders-tickets-372135777127
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Information and registration can be found
at: https://www.igrcreach1000.org/2022
Space will be limited so begin now to
gather a team and register soon! There are
registration discounts for teams of people
from the same church/charge. Also, each
church/charge which has a team of 3
or more in attendance will receive one
copy per team of both Fresh Expressions
of the Rural Church by Michael Beck and
Expanding the Expedition Through Social
Media by Nicole Reilley.

Ministry Leadership Conference
TROY – Church leaders from around the
conference are invited to attend the Ministry Leadership Conference, a one-day
event for pastors, church staff, volunteers,
and key leaders. The event will be held on
Saturday, Sept. 17, at Troy UMC.
General sessions include topics on the
power of prayer, volunteer recruiting tips,
personal growth and leadership. Elective
Focus Sessions will be available for Worship Leaders, Worship Tech Teams, Student Ministry Leaders, Children's Ministry
Leaders, and Hospitality Team Members.
Lunch is included in the registration costs
and there are discounts when you bring
at least two attendees from the same local church.

Read more and register at: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/ministry-leader-conference-tickets-362215956677

Harvest Fall Youth Rally
TROY – All students (6th-12th grades)
are invited to the Fall Rally at Troy UMC
on Saturday, Oct. 29. This one-day event,
packed with worship, teaching, prayer,
community, and fun will focus on Jesus and
a call to follow him with our whole hearts.
The registration covers the program, refreshments, Chick-Fil-A lunch, and a free
t-shirt (if you register early enough).
Sarah Wanck from Christ UMC in East
Moline will be speaking, Harvest will be
leading music, Cole Abell will be a special
guest artist.
Read more by visiting: https://harvestministryteams.com/fallrally/

120th Beulah Holiness Camp
Meeting July 22-29
ELDORADO – The 120th Beulah Holiness
Camp Meeting will be July 22-29 in Eldorado.
Evangelists for this year's encampment
will be Jeremiah Bolich of Watertown,
Tenn., and Dr. James Diehl of Lakewood,
Colo. Bible Teacher will be IGRC retired
pastor. Rev. Jim Slone. Missionaries Paul
and Judi Utley will speak on Tuesday of
the encampment.
If you need to use a camp cabin or camper pad, you MUST register online. Space
is limited and spots are filling up fast.
Housing requests are on a first come, first
served basis, but priority will go to those
staying the whole week. Any questions
contact: Rebecca Black (630) 414-1258
Visit the camp website for more information and to register at: https://www.beulahholinesscamp.org

UMCLEAD plans underway
for 2023 Conference
ASHEVILLE, N.C. – UMCLEAD has announced that registration for the LEAD
2023 Conference in Asheville is now live!
LEAD will be held in Asheville, N.C. Jan.
22-25, 2023. The host hotel will be Cambria Hotel Downtown Asheville and our
host church will be Central United Methodist Church.
We believe that LEADers are... Courageous, Collaborative, Vulnerable, Relational, and Hopeful.
As always, speakers will be chosen from
an application process (https://umclead.
us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c523f8e
9a4e015e3ae6b75f2&id=828a93532c&e=7a0
a3063e1) that closes July 31 and will present on a variety of topics. Church, nonprofit, education, and business leaders
are encouraged to apply. Each speaker
will give a 7-18 minute “TED style” talk.
There will also be immersion experiences
to local churches and missions, networking opportunities, an opening mixer, and a
closing dinner.
Registration is now open at: https://www.
umclead.net/conference/register/?mc_
cid=c528898a98&mc_eid=7a0a3063e1

CHRISTIAN
C ONVER S ATIONS
Camp maintenance
and grounds position
East Bay United Methodist Camp
& Retreat Ministries is currently
hiring for maintenance and
grounds positions. Experience
with plumbing, electrical,
mowers/tractors/vehicles,
and woodworking is a plus.
Supervisory opportunities are
available. Compensation package
may include salary, health
insurance and pension, and in
some cases, housing and utilities.
Candidates must be compatible
with our mission of connecting
people, nature, and Christ, and
possess a desire to be a steward
of all we are entrusted with on
Lake Bloomington. To learn more
about the opportunities, please
send a cover letter and resume to
cleitzen@igrc.org.

Bishop's Holy Land Trip
Jan. 30-Feb. 8
SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard is
inviting person on a Holy Land Pilgrimage
with newly-ordained clergy from 2020,
2021 and 2022 Jan. 30-Feb. 8, 2023.
"I have found such trips a way to expand
our knowledge of the Bible and this sacred land," Bishop Beard said. "A journey
following in the footsteps of Jesus will
change the way you read the Bible, and
you will learn why scholars refer to it as
the 'Fifth Gospel.'"
Download the brochure at: https://www.
igrc.org/files/tables/content/16507992/
fields/files/3dc833cdfc974b6392ee523021cf0
2b1/bishops-holy-land-trip-2023.pdf.
Trips are all-inclusive (basic tours, fuel
surcharges and government taxes, administrative fees, entrance fees, hotel gratuities and program fees; break and dinner,
motor coach travel and hotels) and are
priced from $3,398 from Chicago and
$3,598 from St. Louis or Indianapolis.

Participate in the NCJ Committee
on Episcopacy survey
SPRINGFIELD – In preparation for the
upcoming election of bishops, The North
Central Jurisdiction Committee on Episcopacy (NCJCOE) has created an assessment
to gather data about each annual conference. This information helps the committee
to understand the needs, strengths and opportunities of our annual conference prior
to assigning bishops to particular annual
conferences within the jurisdiction.
The IGRC Committee on Episcopacy is
reaching out to a cross-section of IGRC
leaders to respond to this survey. Your
participation is vital in providing this
feedback. There are only six questions
and the survey should not take longer
than 15 - 20 minutes. Please complete the
survey as soon as you can. All responses
are anonymous.
Participate in the survey by visiting:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/IGRC-ac
Closing date is Aug. 30.

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

THE (ONLY) METHODIST ON THE COURT
BY JIM HARNISH

Harry A. Blackmun (1908-1999)
wrote the Supreme Court opinion
for Roe v Wade, the 7-2 decision that
established the right to an abortion, a
right that was taken away last week. He
was also a faithful, life-long Methodist
who was the only member of The United Methodist
Church to serve on the Supreme Court. (Four Methodists
served prior to the merger in 1968: John McLean [183061], Lucius Q.C. Lamar [1888-93], Frederick Vinson
[1946-53]; and Charles Whittaker [1957-62]).
I got to know Harry and Dottie Blackmun when their
daughter, son-in-law and granddaughter became part of
St. Luke’s UMC. It marked a turning point in all of their
lives. Susie wrote:
“When Dad and I knelt together at the communion
rail -a meeting place I never, ever would have envisioned
-and he clenched my hand while
tears streamed down his face, I
knew how much this meant to
him.
“The old wounds, from
battles that had raged ever since
I’d reached puberty, were at last
beginning to heal. We were a
family again.”
We welcomed Justice
Blackmun as the preacher on
Laity Sunday in 1990. We visited
together in our home and in his
chambers at the Court. I was
with the family for his memorial
service at Metropolitan Memorial
United Methodist Church and his
burial at Arlington where, at his
request, he was laid to rest beside
Justice Thurgood Marshall.
In the service, The Rev. Dr. William A. Holmes
spoke on “The Churchmanship of Harry Blackmun.”
He described a man whose “theory of Constitutional
interpretation was the same as his theory of biblical
interpretation: a theory grounded in compassion.” It
would be hard to be more Methodist than that! John
Wesley consistently centered his interpretation of scripture
in the love of God which was revealed in Jesus Christ.
In Moral Ambition: The Sermons of Harry A.
Blackmun, Dena S. Davis concluded:
“Justice Blackmun clearly saw it as his job, within
the confines of Constitutional jurisprudence, to help to
make the Constitution ‘more perfect’ What that meant,
among other things, was to interpret the document
as compassionately as possible, and as inclusively as
possible. Whether the petitioner was an alien lately come
to America or a young child completely dependent on
the state for the most basic protections, deciding cases
in a way that made the Constitution more responsive to
their moral claims was, in the Justice’s eyes, taking the
Constitution and therefore our nation, a little further
down the road toward perfection.”
That vision of “perfection” is imbedded in the
Preamble to the Constitution, but it’s also the language of
Methodists who are always “going on to perfection.”

THE ROAD TO ROE... AND BEYOND

I’ve been re-reading Becoming Justice Blackmun:
Harry Blackmun’s Supreme Court Journey by Linda
Greenhouse. In wrestling with the decision which Justice
Alito now declared to be “egregiously wrong from the
start,” the Court worked to balance two “important and
distinct” interests within the Constitutional “guarantee
of certain areas or zones of privacy” (based on fourteen
precedents). These were identified as protecting the health
of the woman and “the potentiality of human life.”
Blackmun wrote that while the right to privacy

“is broad enough to encompass a woman’s decision
whether or not to terminate her pregnancy … the right
is not absolute. There is a point at which the balance of
interests tipped in favor of state regulation.” Growing
out of his long-term relationship with the Mayo Clinic,
he recommended the end of the first trimester. The 7-2
vote reflected the nationwide consensus with 64% of the
America people agreed that the decision should be left to
the woman and her physician.

THE METHODIST MIDDLE

Justice Blackmun is gone, but The United Methodist
Church continues to represent the balance of these
interests in our official position on abortion.
“The beginning of life and the ending of life are
the God-given boundaries of human existence. While
individuals have always had some degree of control over
when they would die, they now have the awesome power
to determine when and even whether new individuals will
be born. Our belief in the sanctity of
unborn human life makes us reluctant
to approve abortion.
“But we are equally bound to
respect the sacredness of the life and
well-being of the mother and the
unborn child.
“We recognize tragic conflicts of
life with life that may justify abortion,
and in such cases we support the legal
option of abortion …
“We call all Christians to a
searching and prayerful inquiry into
the sorts of conditions that may cause
them to consider abortion. We entrust
God to provide guidance, wisdom,
and discernment to those facing an
unintended pregnancy …
“We commit our Church to
continue to provide nurturing
ministries to those who terminate a pregnancy, to those
in the midst of a crisis pregnancy, and to those who give
birth …
“Governmental laws and regulations do not provide
all the guidance required by the informed Christian
conscience. Therefore, a decision concerning abortion
should be made only after thoughtful and prayerful
consideration by the parties involved, with medical,
family, pastoral, and other appropriate counsel.”
As a pastor, I’ve been with faithful people who, for a
variety of reasons, decided to terminate a pregnancy. It’s
never easy. I’ve never been able to offer a simple answer.
We have an adopted granddaughter who would not be in
our family if her birth mother had chosen abortion. But
I know that none of these people, the physicians, nor the
people who drove them to the clinic are criminals. Based
on scripture interpreted through reason, tradition and
experience along with my respect for the Constitution, I
believe the Court was “egregiously wrong” in reversing Roe.

JUST THE BEGINNING?

Justice Thomas made it clear that this is just the
beginning. He wants the Court to reconsider other rights
that are based in the Constitutional right to privacy. He
named contraception (Griswold vs. Connecticut), private
sexual practices (Lawerence v. Texas) and same-sex
marriage (Obergefell v. Hodges), all of which are based
on the same right of privacy. He conveniently left out the
right to interracial marriage (Loving v. Virginia).
I have no idea where all this will take us, but I wish
we had another Methodist on the Court!
(Rev. James Harnish is a retired pastor of the Florida Annual
Conference of The United Methodist Church, who retired
after 42 years of pastoral ministry. He is the author of several
books, the latest being Finding Your Bearings: How Words
that Guided Jesus through Crises Can Guide Us. Reprinted
from Rev. Harnish’s blog, www.jimharnish.org)

Faith and patriotism or
faith vs. patriotism?
BY REV. GLEN VANDERKLOOT

This is 4th of July weekend. It is
a time for family get-togethers,
picnics and fireworks. It is also
a time for us to express our
patriotism as good Americans.
In many American churches, God Bless America
will be sung. For serious people this weekend
raises serious questions. How do we prioritize
faith and patriotism? Do we try to balance the
two? Is one more dominating than the other? Can
we be good people of faith and good American
citizens simultaneously? What comes first in our
lives and practices? What is the relationship of
faith and patriotism?
Many good people would say we need to balance
the two. From a Judeo-Christian perspective this
is a misunderstanding of faith in God. Faith and
patriotism stand in tension with each other. It
goes back to the first commandment: “You shall
have no other gods.” Martin Luther in his Small
Catechism defined this as, “We should fear, love
and trust in God above all things.” In itself, there is
nothing wrong with patriotism until it takes priority
over our faith in God, or when we see the two as
equal. We can be good people of faith and good
American citizens simultaneously as long as we
prioritize God. To prioritize country first is idolatry.
In recent years nationalism has risen in our
country. Nationalism is the identification of our
own nation as superior to all others. This is a form
of idolatry. The same is true of the concept of
American exceptionalism, that the United States is
inherently better than any other nation and every
other nation.
Don’t misunderstand. There are many good things
about our country. But there are also many areas
where we fall far short. We are still struggling with
the effects of America’s original sin – slavery. We
are still struggling with white privilege and its
effects. Although we say in the pledge to the flag
“with liberty and justice for all,” that is still only
aspirational. We are far from that being reality. We
still have significant work to do.
We need to deal with the immorality of income
inequality. It is obscene for us to be arguing over
raising the minimum wage to $15 an hour, while
the median CEO pay rose to $12.4 million (Wall
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The church in strife
Editor, The Current:
Last summer, the Southern Baptist Convention met
in Nashville, Tenn. The article in the newspaper was
titled, Baptist Tensions Increase. Besides electing a new
president, they were dealing with issues of women in the
church, race relations, sexism and the literal translation of
the Bible.
One pastor said, “If one of two pastors was elected president he and others would leave the denomination.”
This made me think of The United Methodist Church and
our disagreement over sexuality. General Conference,
because of Covid, is now scheduled for 2024. When it
finally convenes, the main topic will be the division of the
church over the issue of homosexuality. Before General
Conference takes place, the church will already be divided,
since the leaders of the Wesleyan Covenant Association
have already announced the start of a new church and
have encouraged churches to vote to join them. They are
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HAVE THE COURAGE TO WALK
THE MESSY MIDDLE

(Editor’s note: This commentary was adapted from Bishop
Robert Farr’s address on June 11 to the Missouri Annual
Conference gathering.)
BY BISHOP ROBERT D. FARR
Bishop, Missouri Area UMC

Recently, I watched evangelist
Andy Stanley on Facebook as he led the
Georgia House of Representatives in
prayer. Before his prayer, he asked, “What
would it take to make the state of Georgia amazing?”
Moved by his message and how it fits some circumstances
in our churches and the Missouri Annual Conference
today, I asked permission to share points of his message as
it relates to us.
I grew up in Missouri. I have attended the Missouri
Annual Conference since 1976. I love Missouri. Missouri
is a wonderful place, but what would it take for the
Missouri Annual Conference to be amazing?
What if we were so amazing that other conferences
and United Methodists said, “What in the world has
Missouri figured out that the rest of us should know so
that we can be amazing, too?”
In my 30 years’ experience as a local church pastor,
10 as a church planter and 14 as a judicatory leader,
I’ve come to realize that organizations and churches are
never better than their leadership and when leadership is
divided, things are not amazing
Certainly, disagreement is unavoidable and present
in any organization, but division is always a choice. If an
annual conference and its churches can figure that out,
it can return to doing God’s mission and be amazing for
God’s people.
Division creates complexity. Complexity creates
inefficiency. Inefficiency creates uncertainty, and
uncertainty drives people and churches into the “What’s
in it for me?” corner.
Division lets us demean, characterize and politicize
the other side. With division, fear of “them” is our asset.
Fear creates discontinuity and dehumanizes. What if we
as a conference decided, “We are not going to do that
anymore”?

CHURCH STRIFE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
counting on the “Protocol” being passed and
the separation being complete.
I assume the “Protocol” will be passed in some
form, but I have heard several people say that
those leaving the church should not be given
$25 million which has been proposed. For
many, it seems like a bribe, or paying someone
to leave. If that money is available, would it be
better to give it to missions to feed starving
children around the world rather than for
administration and salaries for leaders of the
new church?
I have been a Methodist since the day I was
born more than 85 years ago. I have not
always agreed with the stance the church has
taken on certain issues, and certainly have not
agreed with everyone in the church. However,
I have always thought the Methodist tent was
large enough for everyone. I still believe we
should live by the words attributed to John
Wesley, “If your heart is as my heart, give me
4 | AUGUST 2022 | THE CURRENT

Just as unity in Christ is a decision, so is disunity
in Christ. Disagreement can be helpful and healthy. But
disunity is always harmful and unhealthy. Disunity makes
things harder for everybody.
To do something differently, we do not have to kick
another person off our “team” to prove our point. If so,
we’re doing something wrong. What if the leaders and
pastors of the Missouri Annual Conference decided not
to kick off someone else to prove their understanding of
Scripture? What if we considered the person next to us
who is also trying to be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ,
even if they think differently than we do?
We don’t need to make enemies of one another to
win. Extraordinary leadership does not need an enemy.
All around us, we see insecure leaders who create enemies
and foster fear to further their position. I’m afraid that we,
the church, have adopted the world’s political ways that
have moved our disagreements to division. Sometimes, it’s
easier to revert to the ways of the world, rather than the
ways of Jesus.
What if we quit pointing fingers and telling each
other, “You’re wrong”? What if we tried the Jesus model,
turning the other cheek, listening and engaging in holy
conversation? The Jesus model does not divide us into
separate groups just because we don’t agree.
Let’s resist what Andy Stanley called the
“Fundamental Attribution Error.” That’s what happens
when we ascribe to others character flaws based on their
behavior, but when we exhibit the same behavior, we
justify it because of circumstantial issues.
In our political world, our language sounds like this:
“racist Republicans” and “godless Democrats.” In our
church world, we hear “those unscriptural progressives”
or “those closed-minded, inflexible conservatives.” Such
generalizations are assigned to character flaws. We know
that is not true. We can find disciples and Christians on
all sides of every issue.
What if we stopped using this language and listened
to each other? Our attitudes, life experiences, theology
and biblical understandings might have to do with how
we grew up, who we grew up around, who raised us and
what we experienced along the way.

We can do better than this. Let’s stop taking sides.
Let’s put down our mistrust of each other and walk
toward the messy middle, where problems get solved,
experiences are shared and we acknowledge others with
phrases that begin “I didn’t know that,” “I always thought”
and I assumed.” Let’s unstrap from our conservative and
progressive seats.
I understand it’s hard to find support in the middle
when nobody gets their way and we must accept things
we don’t like. It’s hard to get noticed. It’s hard to win. And
when we’re in the middle, we can no longer say our side is
losing and theirs is winning. Let’s stop the game of win or
lose. Let’s stop provoking each other or proclaiming that
only we have the whole truth.
Yes, it’s a challenge to get out of our theological
corners and buckets and walk toward the middle. It’s not
popular. It’s counterculture. But we can be so much more
when we walk together.
The temple officials wanted Jesus to endorse them.
The Roman Empire wanted Jesus to embrace them. The
Roman emperor wanted Jesus to endorse him. He refused
all of them, and they conspired against Jesus.
We must stand in the middle, even if it takes us all the
way to the cross. This is how we change the world. This is
our opportunity to be an amazing church.
Remember: disagreement will always be with us. But
division and disunity are choices. In the Gospel of John
(13:35), Jesus said, “By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” That
love, if it’s true, will make us move out of our theological
corners and walk in the messy middle with Jesus.
I love The United Methodist Church. I love the
Missouri Conference. I love Missouri; it’s my home.
Let’s make our annual conference amazing by having
the courage to walk the messy middle and worry more
about our brothers’ and sisters’ feelings than our own.
Let’s show the world and the rest of The United Methodist
Church how to go forward differently. They will know us
by our love.
(Bishop Farr leads the Missouri Episcopal Area of The
United Methodist Church.)

your hand.”
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Biblically and theologically, our united is
not on human sexuality but on our faith in
Jesus Christ who commissioned us to make
disciples of all people. In Matthew 28:19,
Jesus commissioned his disciples to go make
disciples of ALL nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Street Journal, May 17, 2019) and it has only increased since then. We
must as a society address the roots of poverty and homelessness in
our country. We must address the unequal justice system based on
skin color. We must address the long-standing inequality between
men and women. People of faith should lead our country in addressing
these issues. Far too often churches and people of faith have stood on
the wrong side of history and on the right side of the status quo.

The culture around us is very divided and
hateful. I pray that the United Methodist and
Southern Baptist churches will be examples
of unity and love. I like the theme the United
Methodists have been using – “Open hearts,
open minds, open doors.”

People of faith should lead our country to a more perfect union. People
of faith should not be hesitant to call out inequalities. People of faith
should question authority and exercise freedom responsibly. People
of faith should tackle tough questions and not shy away from difficult
answers. People of faith should stand with those who are suffering from
past injustices. When we do those things we are not only people of
good faith, we are also patriotic. God bless America when and where
it is right. And may God empower us to initiative change wherever it is
wrong.

Whatever happens when General Conference finally meets I have no plans to leave my
United Methodist Church. I pray for God’s will
to be done.
Robert “Bob” Edwards
IGRC retired clergy

(The Rev. Glen VanderKloot is the retired pastor of Faith Lutheran
Church (Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) in Springfield, where
he had served since 1989. Reprinted with permission from the July 2
issue of the Springfield Journal-Register, www.sj-r.com)

For women rebuilding their lives, former
Springfield yoga studio becomes 'a sanctuary'
BY STEVEN SPEARIE
Springfield State Journal-Register

SPRINGFIELD – The Rev. Margaret Ann Jessup called
the "Be Lovely Home," another component of the Wooden It Be Lovely program she started at Douglas Avenue
United Methodist Church nine years ago, "a sanctuary for
healing."

Photo by Thomas Turney, State Journal-Register

Bishop Frank J. Beard, center, gives the benediction during the
blessing of the Wooden It Be Lovely residential house June 2. Up
to four women who are recovering from addiction or who have
experienced poverty or abuse are expected to live in the house.

"So many people come into the house and say, 'This is a
shelter?' A sanctuary is a place where you're surrounded
by hope and love," said Jessup. "It's a place where we feel
God is present and that's what we want this place to be
for the women who live here, a true sanctuary."
The residence at 801 S. Grand Ave. W. was always part
of Jessup's vision for Wooden It Be Lovely, a non-profit
organization, where women recovering from forms of
addiction, poverty or abuse are given jobs refurbishing
furniture, sewing or making candles.

dential program in Nashville. Jessup was still a seminary
student at Eden Theological Seminary when she mentored under the Rev. Julia Melgreen, the former pastor at
Douglas Avenue UMC.
Photo by Steven Spearie, State Journal-Register

The Rev. Margaret Ann Jessup, the founder of Wooden It Be Lovely,
addresses the crowd gathered for the house blessing of the Be
Lovely Home June 2.

On June 2, WIBL held a blessing of the residence that
included Springfield United Methodist Church Bishop
Frank Beard, which set off a public open house running
through June 5.
Four women are expected to eventually live in the home
rent-free for up to two years. They will also have jobs at
WIBL, which is still housed in the church.
Jessup said different programs will help fill residents'
free time including those addressing work readiness and
health mentoring, book clubs, and exercise classes.
The home, a former yoga studio, features an artistic touch
from the women artists: hot pink walls, painted hearts on
walls, leopard spots on the ceiling and polka dot curtains. It also includes brightly painted furniture, including
benches, chairs, tables, and dressers throughout, that
have become the program's calling card.
"We wanted an environment that was bright and cheerful
and safe and fun and happy," said staff coordinator and
lead designer Megan Murray, 35. "That surely will rub
off on the women who live here. I think having a happy,
healthy, safe home life can mean everything. It can make

or break your recovery and sobriety. If we can be that for
them, if we can be that happy place where they're safe, I
think that's half the battle sometimes."
Murray would know. She battled a long drug addiction that
included 10 different stints in rehab. She was three months
clean when she found out about WIBL six years ago.
"This house was just an uncolored drab house and
we made it beautiful again and that's what we do with
women," said Murray, who had wanted to be an interior
designer or art teacher.
"We take broken women and make them beautiful again.
This house is giving women who've never had a nice,
beautiful place to live, giving them a sanctuary, a place to
heal and grow and live without worry and without fear,
without the worry of toxic environments they might be
used to."
Jessup said she modeled WIBL after Thistle Farms, a resi-

"At the very beginning, (Jessup) wanted to buy a house
and do a residential treatment center because that's what
Thistle Farms does," recalled Melgreen, now a pastor in
Champaign who came back for the open house. "There
was a house very close to the church that was for sale.
She had an epiphany sitting on the stairs of the church
looking at the furniture at the antique store (across from
the church)."
While Thistle Farms started a housing program first, Jessup first started the work program which she said was "a
bigger investment."
"From day one, I knew there was a need for housing in
Springfield, especially for women who don't have children, and it was my heart and soul to figure out a way to
do it," Jessup added.
The Rev. Linda Harrod, the pastor at Island Grove UMC in
New Berlin a longtime WIBL board member, said it was a
fulfilling day for the vision Jessup had for the home.
"Home is your sanctuary," Harrod said. "It's a wonderful
thing that (the women) now feel they have something
that's theirs."
(Reprinted with permission from the June 6 issue of the
State Journal-Register, www.sj-r.com)

Two Rivers UMC celebrates 20 years of
serving Saturday Community Meal
BY ROBB MCCOY
PASTOR, TWO RIVERS UMC

ROCK ISLAND – Rock Island: Two Rivers UMC is celebrating 20 years of the Saturday Community Meal.
This Community Meal has been driven by volunteers
since June 2002 and has served a free meal to all who
come every weekend for more than 20 years. A rough
estimate is that more than 75,000 meals have been
served in 20 years. That is the equivalent of serving
the entire population of Rock Island twice.
Every Saturday at noon, guests are invited into the
Two Rivers Church fellowship hall. There, they are
served a hot meal. Guests enjoy the conversation and
community that is built at the several round tables
of the hall. After the meal, people are provided other
grocery staples, produce, baked goods, household
goods, and other items that have been collected.
The Community Meal didn't skip a beat over the
COVID-19 pandemic. On the Saturday after shutdowns
were announced, a small crew of volunteers continued to come, well-masked and sanitized, and started
to prepare to-go meals. Even through the winter
months, people would come for a to-go box full of

a great meal and more produce and groceries. The
meal has been served indoors again for about a year.
Guests no longer wait in a line, like was the practice
before COVID, but instead sit at round tables and are
served their meals much like at a restaurant.
The Riverbend Food Bank provides much of the food,
but private donations also support the Meal Site.
There are also produce and baked goods from HyVee. A different team of volunteers prepares the meal
on Saturday mornings, each team takes a different
Saturday on a rotating basis.

Many of the guests receive more than a meal. They
meet for a place of friendship and community. There
is a feeling of mutual care among the guests at the
Community Meal. Many have spent time volunteering themselves, sticking around to help clean up, or
provide gifts for others. On most Saturdays, between
40 and 60 people come.
On the last Saturday of every month, there is Operation Safety Net at 11 a.m. Operation Safety Net includes a much more extensive give away. People are
able to receive a wider variety of household needs on
these days.

Photo courtesy of Jim Beers

Pastor Jim Oppedal, pastor at Chester: First UMC, was the clergy on
hand at the 52nd Annual Patriotic Ceremony on Kaskaskia Island July 4.
Oppedal gave the opening invocation and the closing benediction at the
event. Oppedal served as an officer in the United States Air Force prior to
becoming a local pastor in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, making
him a prime candidate to provide excellent services for both aspects of
the 2022 ceremony.
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Eight candidates in the NCJ field for Bishop
BY PAUL BLACK

FORT WAYNE, Ind. – When delegates from the 10
annual conferences in the North Central Jurisdiction
gather Nov. 2-5, they will have a field of at least eight
candidates who have offered themselves for election to
the episcopacy of The United Methodist Church.
Among the field of eight candidates is IGRC Director
of Connectional Ministries, the Rev. Dr. Curtis Brown.
Brown will be meeting with the IGRC General and
Jurisdictional delegation, seeking their endorsement.
While endorsements are not required to run for
bishop, endorsements show support from one’s home
conference.
Other candidates running include: the Rev. Kennetha
Bigham-Tsai from the Michigan Conference; Rev. Todd
Anderson from the West Ohio Conference; Rev. Cara
Stultz Costello and Rev. Jonathan Priebe, both from the
East Ohio Conference; the Rev. Dr. Eleze Fulbright from
the Indiana Conference; Rev. Dan Schwerin from the
Wisconsin Conference, and the Rev. Luis Felipe Reyes
from the Northern Illinois Conference.

How many bishops to elect
The first issue which delegates will tackle is the
number of bishops to elect at the 2022 regular session.
During the 2016-2020 quadrennium, the North Central
Jurisdiction had nine bishops covering the 10 annual
conferences. Normally, the number of bishops allocated
to each jurisdiction is set at General Conference using a
formula based upon membership.
Due to a decline in membership within the jurisdiction, it
appeared that the North Central Jurisdiction would have
only eight bishops in the 2020-2024 quadrennium.
When the 2020 General Conference was postponed, two
bishops – Bishop Bruce Ough, who served the Dakotas

and Minnesota annual conferences, and Bishop Sally
Dyck, who served the Northern Illinois Conference, both
were assigned new roles with the Council of Bishops,
leaving the jurisdiction two vacancies. Ough became the
Council’s executive secretary while Dyck was named its
ecumenical officer. At that time, conventional wisdom
was that delegates would elect only one bishop to fill the
vacancies.

However, during the pandemic, the NCJ College of
Bishops faced great challenges in covering the 10 annual
conferences with bishops “doubling up” until elections for
bishop could be held.
Bishop David Bard has been serving not only the
Michigan Area, where he was assigned in 2016, but also
took responsibility for the Minnesota Conference. Bishop
Laurie Haller served both her assigned Iowa Conference
and added responsibilities for the Dakotas Conference.
Retired Bishop John Hopkins has been serving Northern
Illinois for the past two years.
In the spring of 2021, Bishop Frank J. Beard of the Illinois
Area, was approved for medical leave for a period of six
months due to medical issues involving his eyesight. For
the last half of 2021, Bishop Gregory Palmer, who served
the Illinois Area from 2008 to 2012 and presently serves
the West Ohio Conference, assumed responsibilities for
both conferences until Dec. 31, 2021. Bishop Beard has
since returned to full-time duty.
In February, Bishop Haller sustained an injury while
jogging that caused her to go on medical leave and a
second retired bishop, Bishop Deborah Kiesey, assumed
Haller’s responsibilities in Iowa and the Dakotas.

Judicial council ruling allows for elections
On May 20, after General Conference was postponed
for the third time until May 2024, the Judicial Council,

All candidates for the episcopacy will file paperwork for
nomination with the NCJ Secretary and it will be posted
on the NCJ website at: https://www.ncjumc.org/

responding to an inquiry from the Council of Bishops,
ruled that jurisdictional conferences could meet in
regular session simultaneously in each of the five U.S.
regions (Northeast, Southeast, North Central, South
Central and Western) and that elections could take place.
The Judicial Council also ruled that absent action by
General Conference (which hadn’t met), jurisdictions
could elect the number of bishops needed to fill
vacancies based upon the last numbers computed (in
this case, 2016). With the ruling, the jurisdiction has seven
active bishops and could elect two more to bring the
total up to nine.
Given that several bishops will be facing mandatory
retirement in 2028, supporters of electing two bishops
instead of one cite the ability to have those elected
gaining experience before a large part of the College of
Bishops turn over due to retirement. Those advocating for
the election of one bishop see such a decision as “right
sizing” the jurisdiction for the leadership it will have in the
future.

Election of bishops from the IGRC and its
predecessors
Since 1940, when the jurisdictional system of electing
bishops was instituted, only two bishops have been
elected from the predecessor conferences of the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference.
In 1988, William B. Lewis was elected bishop while
serving at Belleville Union UMC. He served eight years as
bishop of the Dakotas Area, retiring in 1996.
In 1948, H. Clifford Northcott was elected bishop after
serving 20 years as pastor of Champaign: First Methodist
Church. He was assigned to the Wisconsin Area and
served 12 years before retiring in 1960.

episcopal-candidate-biographical-information
Todd Anderson

Aleze Fulbright

Conference: West Ohio (endorsed by both the West Ohio
delegation and Annual Conference)

Conference: Indiana Conference
(endorsed by the Indiana delegation and
Annual Conference)

Website: https://www.revtoddanderson.com
Present appointment: Superintendent, Ohio River Valley
District, West Ohio Conference
Education: B.S. in Sociology, minor in Religion, Union College,
1988; M.Div., Candler School of Theology, 1991; D.Min., United
Theological Seminary, 1997
Rev. Anderson has not filed the nomination paperwork with the
NCJ Secretary, but additional information will be found at: http://
www.ncjumc.org/episcopal-candidate-biographical-information/ when it is
filed.

Kennetha Bigham-Tsai
Conference: Michigan (endorsed by both the Delegation and
Annual Conference)
Website: https://www.bighamtsai.org
Current Appointment: Chief Connectional Ministries Officer of
the Connectional Table
Education: Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, MDiv,
2003; Harvard University, BA Sociology, 1982

Website: https://www.alezefulbright.com
Present Appointment: Superintendent,
West and Central Districts, Indiana
Conference
Education: D.Min., Pastoral Leadership,
from Houston Graduate School of
Theology; M.Div., Brite Divinity School,
Texas Christian University; B.S., Accounting, Southwest Missouri State
University

Jonathan Priebe
Conference: East Ohio
Website: http://www.ncjumc.org/wpcontent/uploads/2022/06/Jonathan-PriebeNomination-Info..pdf
Current Appointment: Cuyahoga Falls:
First UMC
Education: M.Div., Concentration in
Justice and Peace Studies, Iliff School
of Theology, 2011; B.A., Interdisciplinary
Studies, University of Akron, 2007

Curtis Brown

Luis Felipe Reyes

Conference: Illinois Great Rivers

Conference: Northern Illinois (endorsed
by the Northern Illinois Conference
delegation)

Website: https://www.curtisforbishop.com
Current Appointment: Director of Connectional Ministries, Illinois
Great Rivers Conference
Education: Doctor of Ministry, Community Organizing, Garrett
Evangelical Seminary, 2018; Master of Divinity, Boston University
School of Theology, 1996; Bachelor of Arts, University of Evansville,
1993

Cara Stultz Costello

Present appointment: Lead pastor,
Sycamore UMC
Rev. Reyes has not filed the nomination
paperwork with the NCJ Secretary, but
additional information will be found
at: http://www.ncjumc.org/episcopalcandidate-biographical-information/ when
it is filed.

Conference: East Ohio

Dan Schwerin

Present appointment: District Superintendent, Tuscarawas
District, East Ohio Conference

Conference: Wisconsin (endorsed by
the Wisconsin delegation and Annual
Conference)

Education: M.Div., Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington,
D.C.; BFA majoring in sociology and music with concentration in
vocal music.
Rev. Costello has not filed the nomination paperwork with the NCJ
Secretary, but additional information will be found at: http://www.
ncjumc.org/episcopal-candidate-biographical-information/ when it is
filed.

Website: https://www.revschwerin.org
Present Appointment: Assistant to the
Bishop, Wisconsin Conference
Education: B.A., Carroll College,
Waukesha, Wis., 1985; M.Div., Perkins
School of Theology, Southern Methodist
University, Dallas, Texas, 1989

“The Church changes the world
not by making converts but by making disciples.”
Photos of 2016 NCJ Conference courtesy of NCJ Conference Communicators
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FAITH COMMUNITIES GATHER TO GRIEVE, REMEMBER
AND PRAY FOLLOWING HIGHLAND PARK TRAGEDY
BY ANNE MARIE GERHARDT
Conference Communicator, Northern Illinois Conference

HIGHLAND PARK – On the morning of the 4th of
July, Rev. Esther Lee at Christ UMC in Deerfield was busy
getting ready to welcome the community back to parade
festivities after a two-year break due to the pandemic.
“I was setting up for our annual 400 hot dog giveaway
and opening our doors when the news alert came across my
phone about a shooting,” Lee said. “I said to myself that can’t
be us, but then we saw all the emergency vehicles speeding
down the road.”
Soon after, Lee and church volunteers helping that
morning began learning more details about a mass
shooting at the Highland Park parade in their neighboring
community just three miles away, and the Deerfield parade
would be canceled.
Linda Floren, a longtime member of Christ UMC, was
volunteering that morning and said it got scarier and scarier
the more they saw emergency vehicles and police cars from
many towns racing past the church towards Highland Park.
“We just started calling and texting everybody we
knew,” said Floren, who said many Christ UMC members
are Highland Park residents. “Some were hunkered down
and some flew to safety, but all were OK.”
Like many, Floren said they felt frightened and
confused. “We did impromptu prayers on the patio,” said
Floren. “I think we were just frozen in fear, not knowing
what we should do, but we wanted to be here for each other,
yet wanted to get home and get safe.”
What was supposed to be a day of celebration and fun
turned into sheer chaos, trauma, fear and unimaginable
heartache after a gunman opened fire on parade-goers
killing seven people and wounding dozens more.
To bring the community words of solace, leaders of
many denominations and faiths came together to offer
prayers of healing and hope at area churches and synagogues
the day after the tragedy.
Christ UMC opened its doors to the community for
a prayer vigil on July 5 offering the singing of “Amazing
Grace,” scripture readings, lighting of candles and a time to
remember the victims and their families.
“We come here with grief, fear, anger, longing for peace
and healing comfort,” said Lee. “We long for an end to gun
violence and the pain of losing loved ones in such tragic
ways.”
Rev. Cal Haines, who is newly appointed to Grace
UMC in nearby Lake Bluff, participated in the vigil by
reading scripture.
“Throughout the New Testament when people are in
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trouble, they come together,” said Haines. “Community
is the one thing we can embrace and share our shared
experiences. We don’t have the answers. It’s frightening. It’s
frustrating, but it’s really important to be together in a crisis
like this.”
The Rev. Jake Cho moved to Highland Park two weeks
ago with his wife and 7-month-old daughter to begin his
new appointment at Galilee UMC in Highland Park and had
just begun exploring the downtown area. He planned to take
his family to the parade but something came up and they
didn't go. He said he was shocked and distraught to hear the
news of the deadly mass shooting that morning.
“I haven’t been able to sleep. I feel so helpless and
furious at the same time,” said Rev. Cho. “My heart is so
heavy for all the victims of the shooting and I cannot stop
thinking, what if my family was one of them.”
While still so new to the community, Rev. Cho found
ways to offer pastoral care through Facebook and spent time
in the downtown area the day after the tragedy providing
prayers and blessings to whoever needed them. He also
participated in an evening Interfaith/Ecumenical prayer
service on July 5 held at the Highland Park Presbyterian
Church, which included elected officials and faith leaders
from the surrounding communities.
“I encourage you to cry with one another. It’s OK to
cry. It’s OK to grieve,” said Cho to those gathered at the vigil.
“Lord, be with us in our struggles, in our weeping, in our
pains and may the peace of Christ be felt by those who weep
together.”
The vigil included naming the seven victims, followed
by a moment of silence. The Rev. Quincy Worthington of
Highland Park Presbyterian Church provided words of hope.
“We gather here tonight in the hope and promise that
we might see God in our midst on the face of each of us,
and we might feel God working healing through us,” said

(ABOVE) The night after the horrific mass shooting in downtown
Highland Park, strollers and items left behind by fleeing parade goers
remain on the street.
(LEFT) People of all backgrounds and religions gathered at Galilee Korean
UMC July 6 for a prayer vigil to stand in solidarity with Highland Park.

Worthington. “We are in a time of deep hurt and time of
darkness, and yet we hold fast to the hope that somehow
and someway there’s a light that shines through this
darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome.”
Still shaken, Illinois State Senator Julie Morrison
(D-Lake Forest) shared how she was at the parade with her
grandchildren and called the mass shooting a "massacre."
“It’s not a word we use very often, but that’s what
happened,” said Morrison describing the horrific tragedy.
“We all have suffered a real loss. We really lost the state of
innocence, but coming together tonight, we are collectively
wrapping our arms around each other, leaning upon each
other and knowing with the help of God we will go forward.”
The Rev. Dale Susan Edmonds, pastor at Trinity UCC in
Deerfield, introduced a time of prayer to close the service.
“Lord, we are shaken and bewildered. Our safety is
shattered. Our hearts are broken. Our faith stunned and
quivering,” Edmonds prayed. “Steady us Lord, that we may hear
you and that we may feel you. Open us up to the possibility that
we may see a new way to be together in this world.”
On Wednesday, July 6, Pastor Cho led a prayer vigil
at his Highland Park church, which is located just blocks
away from the parade route and site of the rampage. United
Methodist clergy and members from neighboring churches
attended the service to stand in solidarity with Highland
Park. A crisis response canine team from New Jersey also
came to support and provide comfort to those attending the
prayer vigil and the community.
The Glencoe Clergy Association, which North
Shore UMC is a part of and borders Highland Park, held
a candlelight vigil at Am Shalom on Thursday, July 7 in
Glencoe. Three members of Am Shalom were shot and
are recovering. North Shore Congregation Israel lost Jacki

HIGHLAND PARK TRAGEDY CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

A COUNTRY AT WAR:

Newly-appointed Bishop Alsted visits and reports from Ukraine
BY BISHOP CHRISTIAN ALSTED
Bishop, Nordic, Baltic and Ukraine UMC’s

Load a dishwasher, five tables, food supplies, printer paper,
coffee makers, toasters, a bunch of Upper Room devotionals and seven adult United Methodist representatives, along
with driver and coffee expert Istvan Pasztor, and you have a
jam-packed minivan.
This was my first trip to Ukraine as the newly assigned bishop to the Ukraine and Moldova Provisional Annual Conference. I had hooked on to a trip led by the Europe secretary
of Global Ministries Üllas Tankler, who was traveling with
Katherine Hills Uzoka and the Rev. Jack Amick (UMCOR)
and Joey Butler, Francisco Litardo and Mike DuBose (United
Methodist Communications).
Istvan, who has made several trips into Ukraine during the
war, had picked one of the smaller border crossings, taking
us over the Tisza River on a tiny ferry and then, after some
conversations and checks at the border, into Ukraine. We
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Having only communicated through Zoom and phone, it
was a delightful moment to greet and hug Ukrainian United
Methodist pastors, leaders and volunteers. Led by district
superintendent the Rev. Oleg Starodubets, they met us at
the Uzhhorod United Methodist Church.

BY LYNETTE BARNETT
Pastor, Forrest-Chatsworth UMC

CHATSWORTH – The Forrest/Chatsworth United
Women in Faith held its annual gala June 14, raising
$2,200 for missions. This year’s gathering was held at
Chatsworth UMC.
The 2022 gala surpassed all the years that preceded
and surpassed all expectations. We went from individuals
hosting 12 tables the first three years to individuals
hosting 16 tables this year. New to our gala this year were
two tables sponsored by the Forrest Lutheran Church,
and one table sponsored by the Herscher UWIF group of
which Joyce Goodwin, Vermilion River District UWIF
president, was seated at the table.
The 2022 gala was a huge success! From the

Photo courtesy of Bishop Alsted

exquisite tables to the over-the-top delicious meal to the
unbelievably talented Presbyterian Praise team along
with the fun and enjoyable door prizes. We had the very
best Gala to date. This year we raised $2,200 for missions.
Over the last 4 years the Women’s Gala has raised $6,300
for missions. This year’s Women’s Gala had 120 plus
attendees.
Aunt Mary Vaughan shared the idea for a gala back
in 2018, in which 12 tables were set with a hostess or
hostesses providing table decorations and many covering
the $10 cost of the meal for each of the table’s participants.
A free will love offering was taken to fund missions.
Since then, galas were held in 2019, 2021 and this
year. Each year, Susan Stork has provided a delicious meal
and each year, entertainment has followed the meal.

people have millions of stories to share. They are heartbreaking accounts of loss, suffering, separation, fear and
despair and encouraging stories of survival, hope, joy and
dreams of a peaceful future.
Elena was seven months pregnant when she left from
Kharkiv with her husband Andrei and their children, ages
2 and 7. They went through the Kramatorsk railway station
a few days before it was attacked by Russian missiles that
killed 59 and wounded 110. After their arrival in Uzhhorod,
Elena gave birth to a little boy named “Bogdan,” which
means “gift of God.”

Oksana fled with her 17-year-old son from Kupansk to
Kharkiv and then to Uzhhorod. Crying, she showed me
a photo of her now-destroyed apartment. Oksana, who
had had no contact with her parents in Kharkiv for several
weeks, finally was able to have a phone conversation with
them. A couple of weeks later, Oksana’s parents made it to
the shelter in Uzhhorod.
More than anything else, connecting with God in prayer can
bring comfort and hope in difficult circumstances. Praying
with each person with whom I talked at the shelters, I experienced a deep sense of God’s presence.
After my U.S travel companions went to Romania to visit
refugee centers there, I stayed for another couple of days

Photos courtesy of Steve Ferguson

Members of the Mattoon: First UMC congregation celebrate their
unity within the church’s diversity and proclaim that message to the
public on their bulletin board.

a Russian missile. With many refugees, the area population
has more than doubled since the war started, and many pass
through on their way to Romania, Slovakia or Poland.

UKRAINE VISIT CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Anna and Michail left Kharkiv with their son Nicolai. Michail,
a trained psychotherapist, helps other refugees at the shelter to deal with their trauma.

United Methodist Bishop Christian Alsted (center) visited a Roma
congregation in the village of Serednje, Ukraine, for worship and
Communion. Mattresses of the refugees staying in the Kamyanitsa
church were stacked in another room prior to the service. District
superintendent the Rev Oleg Starodubets lived in Kyiv before Russia
invaded Ukraine, stands to the bishop’s right in checked shirt. He has
More than 8 million Ukrainian refugees have left the country, temporarily moved to Uzghorod. The Rev. Yulia Starodubets, who was
and the most likely higher number of internally displaced
serving the United Methodist Church in Kyiv, his wife, stands behind him.

UKRAINE VISIT CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Forrest, Chatsworth raise $2,200
for missions with UWIF Gala

In the early days after Russia attacked Ukraine, Ludmilla
and Costa fled from Kharkiv with their children Camilla and
Artum. Their home is still intact, and they hope it remains so
when the war is over.

were headed for Uzhhorod in the Transcarpathia region.

The United Methodist Church in Ukraine is composed of
only 10 congregations and 350 active members. Yet, by the
grace of God, the church is accomplishing amazing things.
We run several refugee shelters: in the church in Lviv close
to the Polish border, in a secondary school in the village of
Onokivci and in a former newspaper and publishing facility
in Uzhhorod. Several churches have refugees living and
sleeping in the sanctuary, putting mattresses aside during
worship or other gatherings.

Photo courtesy of Jim Beers

Judge Richard Brown of Chester: First United Methodist Men's
group (left) presents Steve Colonel, Chester High School band
director, with a $300 check in appreciation for assistance that
several band and chorus members provided for the recent
UMM Pancake Breakfast.
Members of the music program have helped serve food, clean
tables and assist the UMM for several years with both the
annual ham and beans dinner in the fall and the pancake
breakfast in the spring. The men are very thankful to Colonel
and his students for their volunteer efforts.

Since I left, the attacks have intensified. One weekend,
almost 200 missiles were sent, aimed at targets. In Ukraine,
some, but far from all, were shot down by the defense system. Many civilians have been killed since the war started
in February. Apartment buildings have been hit. Recently,
more than 20 people were killed and many injured by an
intentional Russian missile strike against a shopping center
in Kremenchuk.
Photo by Mike DuBose, UM News

United Methodist Bishop Christian Alsted and the Rev. Yulia
Starodubets pray with Oksana, who fled her home in northeastern
Ukraine after the Russian military destroyed her apartment building.
Oksana told Alsted that there is nothing left there to return to. She
is staying in a former Soviet-era printing plant turned shelter in
Uzhhorod, Ukraine.

to visit churches and to get acquainted with pastors and
church leaders.
We had passionate worship on a Tuesday morning in the
Roma congregation in the village of Serednje. We worshipped and shared communion in a packed church in
Kamyanitsa. We talked about the church, the country and
the culture and, of course, about the war and how it affects
life and families in so many ways. We talked about hope
rooted in God’s promises and in the strength in knowing
that the final word in this world belongs to the risen Christ.
And we prayed.
Many have asked, “Did it feel unsafe?” It didn’t. Of course, you
could see soldiers in several places, and human-operated machine-gun positions protect the infrastructure. At least for now,
however, the Transcarpathia region has only been hit once by

People are deeply affected by reports about civilian
casualties, destruction, violence and the ongoing information about the numbers of soldiers who have died or are
wounded. Many refugees are dealing with trauma. They
worry about relatives still staying in the war zones and
about relatives who serve in the army. Nevertheless, I heard
many speaking about victory, driving out the enemy and
rebuilding the country.
These months of meaningless violence, destruction, death
and hatred will take years to heal. Right now, our prayer
must be for peace, for the protection of the many innocent
victims of this terrible war, and for strength for those doing
their utmost to comfort and to help.
I am grateful for the United Methodists in Ukraine — for their
love, dedication and servant heart. I am humbled by their
courage and their tireless efforts to offer protection and care
for those in need. Ukrainian United Methodists are true to
Christ’s calling under extremely challenging circumstances.
I look forward to going back soon.
Alsted is the episcopal leader of the Nordic, Baltic and
Ukraine Area.
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Planning tools for Charge Conference
SPRINGFIELD – Forms for charge conferences which will be held in the fall are now
available through your Church Portal Page.
To access the documents, click on Church Portal on the IGRC Homepage or go to:
https://www.igrc.org/churchportal to find the log-in page. Select your District from the
dropdown menu. This will trigger a second drop-down menu where you select your
Church. The passcode is the church's six-digit GCFA number which can be found on
the monthly remittance form for apportionment payments.
In preparation for charge conferences in the fall, the Finance Office has prepared two
pages of information that will assist you in your budget building for 2023.
A document outlining the Clergy Benefits and Costs for 2023 includes action taken by
the 2022 Annual Conference with regard to minimum salaries for full-time elders and
full-time local pastors.
CLERGY BENEFITS AND COSTS FOR 2023
(Expressed in annual cost)
CATEGORY

MIN. SALARY

HEALTH INS.
ALLOWANCE

FULL-TIME
ELDER

$48,967

Mandatory $17,500

CRSP-DB

CRSP-DC

CPP

$5,700

3% of Salary
+ Housing

3% of Salary
+ Housing
3% of Salary
+ Housing

FULL-TIME
LOCAL PASTOR

$44,934

Mandatory $17,500

$5,700

3% of Salary
+ Housing

¾ - TIME
ELDER

Negotiated

Optional $17,500

$4,275

3% of Salary
+ Housing

Not Eligible

½ - TIME
ELDER

Negotiated

Not Eligible

$2,850

3% of Salary
+ Housing

Not Eligible

¼ - TIME
ELDER

Negotiated

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible
Not Eligible

¾ - TIME
LOCAL PASTOR

Negotiated

Not Eligible

$4,275

3% of Salary
+ Housing

½ - TIME
LOCAL PASTOR

Negotiated

Not Eligible

$2,850

3% of Salary
+ Housing

Not Eligible

¼ - TIME
LOCAL PASTOR

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Less Than ¼ - TIME
LOCAL PASTOR

Negotiated

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

SUPPLY or CLM

Negotiated

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

LAY EMPLOYEE

Negotiated

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

These figures are accurate only for a clergy person appointed by the Bishop to a valid ministry.
For clergy who reside in a church-owned parsonage, the housing benefit is calculated as 25% of
salary (Not including the Health Insurance Allowance) for pensions.
CRSP-DB = the defined benefits portion of the United Methodist Pension Plan.
CRSP-DC = the defined contributions portion of the United Methodist Pension Plan
CPP = A death and disability insurance plan for United Methodist Pastors
Deacons – Same as Elders for Minimum Salary, Pension; Health Insurance Allowance is optional,
unless appointed to a church as the lead pastor.
Lay Employees, Supply and CLMs are not eligible for the United Methodist Clergy benefits plans,
however the employer may provide pension benefits from another United Methodist plan or a
commercial vendor.

A second document, Important Numbers for Charge Conference provides additional
information and background. The Apportionment calculations and the Charge
Conference forms will be published in the next few weeks.
2023 NUMBERS FOR CHARGE CONFERENCES HELD IN 2022
Effective January 1, 2023
Illinois Great Rivers Conference Minimum Pastors Salary
Full-Time Local Pastors
$44,934
FM, AM and PE
$48,967
Average Compensation
Denominational Avg. Compensation (DAC)
$75,570
1.85% increase
Conference Avg. Compensation (CAC)
$74,824
0.06% increase
The DAC and CAC include a parsonage component of 25%; to approximate only
the average salary, multiply DAC or CAC by .80
Due to General Conference action, the Health Insurance Allowance no longer
counts toward the calculation of average compensation.
Clergy Retirement Security Program (CRSP)
CRSP Defined Benefit Pension Cost to the Church:
Full-Time
$5,700
¾-Time
$4,275
½-Time
$2,850
¼-Time
not eligible
The health insurance allowance is not used for this calculation, salary plus
parsonage or housing allowance only.
For pastor in a parsonage: (Salary x 1.25) x 3%
For pastor in his/her own home: (Salary + Housing Allowance) x 3%
Comprehensive Protection Plan Premium (CPP) (for full-time pastors)
The health insurance allowance is not used for this calculation, salary plus
parsonage or housing allowance only.
For pastor in a parsonage: (Salary x 1.25) x 3%
For pastor in his/her own home: (Salary + Housing Allowance) x 3%
United Methodist Personal Investment Plan (UMPIP)
The health insurance allowance is not used for this calculation, salary plus
parsonage or housing allowance only.
Pastor’s personal retirement contribution – calculation is for the 1% minimum:
For pastor in a parsonage: (Salary x 1.25) x 1%
For pastor in his/her own home: (Salary + Housing Allowance) x 1%
Health Insurance Allowance (for full-time pastors)
Church Share - $17,500
The Church Share is paid to the pastor for the purposes of health insurance. In
nearly all cases, this is taxable income to the pastor.
Standard Mileage Reimbursement
IRS Business rate is 62.5¢ per mile for the last 6 months of 2022.
Rates for 2023 out in December.
IGRC Charitable rate 20¢ per mile

CERTIFIED LAY MINISTRY TRAINING SCHEDULE FOR FALL 2022

BY AVA WILLIAMS
IGRC Certified Lay Ministry Director

SPRINGFIELD – The Certified Lay Ministry
Coordinating Team would like to announce the fall 2022
schedule for CLM Training. The modules will be held
at East Bay Camp in Hudson (Bloomington area) in the
Vermilion River District.
The Advanced Lay Servant Course “Discover Your
Spiritual Gifts” (or the online version through www.
BeADisciple.com titled “Rediscovering Our Spiritual
Gifts”) is a pre-requisite for Certified Lay Servantws
taking Module 1. Those registering who have attended
License School or completed one year of Seminary must
also have completed a similar training on Spiritual Gifts.
Module 1: Call and Covenant for Ministry
Dates: Friday evening and Saturday, Nov. 4-5
Times: Friday, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Cost:
$65
Registration deadline: Saturday, Oct. 15
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Instructor:
		

Rev. David Kueker, Kinmundy:
First and Wesley UMCs

Module 2: The Practice of Ministry
Part 1
Dates: Friday evening, Nov. 4 through Sunday Nov. 6
Times: Friday, 6:30 p.m. to Sunday, not later than 4 p.m.
Cost:
$175
Registration deadline: Saturday, Oct. 15
Instructors: Preaching—Rev. Jim Slone,
		
retired elder serving Sesser and Valier UMCs
		 Pastoral/Congregational Care –
		 Rev. Carol Lakota Eastin, retired elder
Part 2
Dates: Friday evening, Dec. 2 through Sunday, Dec. 4
Times: Friday, 6:30 p.m. to Sunday, not later than 4 p.m.
Cost:
$175
Registration deadline: Saturday, Nov. 12, 2022
Instructors: Worship—Rev. Terri Haas, Tuscola UMC
		 Faith Formation and Discipleship—
		 Rev. Beth Fender, IGRC Coordinator of
		 Disciple-Making Leadership

Both weekends are required in order to complete Module 2.

Whereas some are called to a certain ministry and
then find a church, the Certified Lay Ministry program
may be best for situations where a church or ministry has
a need and someone in that membership is called and
gifted by the Holy Spirit to help out in a larger way.
The Certified Lay Minister is assigned by the District
Superintendent to provide lay pastoral leadership in a
ministry or local church.
Certified Lay Ministers (CLMs) are to preach the
Word, provide a care ministry to the congregation, assist
in program leadership and be a witness in the community
for the growth, missional and connectional thrust of
the UMC. This does not mean that each one does all of
these things. Some do serve as pastoral leadership to a
congregation(s). Others may provide a care ministry to
those who are ill, shut in or living in a care facility. Still
others may lead a Bible study or be active in a food pantry
or other ministry.
Persons interested in the IGRC training to become a
CLM must first meet one of the following requirements:
•

Be or become a Certified Lay Servant.

LAY MINISTRY TRAINING CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CAMP MILAN: AN UNTAPPED RESOURCE IN IGRC

BY ROBB MCCOY
Pastor, Rock Island: Two Rivers UMC

MILAN – Camp Milan Retreat Center is in
the northwest corner of the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference, and is a great location for spiritual
retreats, mission trips, confirmation retreats, and other
celebrations and church functions.
A former Central Illinois Conference church camp, it
has been in possession of Two Rivers United Methodist
Church (Rock Island) for many decades. The facilities
are a perfect getaway for small to large groups, with
dormitories, a kitchen, large meeting spaces, and 10
acres of beautiful woods and huge oak trees.
The Retreat Center has a large fellowship hall that
can seat up to 100. It has a projector, sound system,
screen, and Wi-Fi for presentations and movies. It also
has a large fireplace and windows overlooking the woods
to create a very cozy atmosphere.
There is a full commercial kitchen with oven, range, flat
top grill, two refrigerators, and a stand-up freezer. There
is plenty of counter space, cooking utensils, pots and
pans, place settings, a dishwasher, a heated serving table,
window, and counter. Groups can bring their own food or

arrange for a volunteer to come out and cook breakfast.
There is a grocery store 5 miles away and a convenience
store even closer for those items that were forgotten at the
last minute.
The retreat center also has beds that can sleep 64. There
are two wings of dormitories with four rooms in each.
Each room has a window air conditioner unit and four
bunk beds. The mattresses were purchased in 2020 and

Church leaders, BSA reached agreement
on affiliation, facility use agreements
SPRINGFIELD – United Methodist leaders and the Boy
Scouts of America (BSA) have reached an agreement
about new Affiliation and Facility Use Agreements between congregations, scouting units and the BSA.
Over the last year, leaders of The United Methodist
Church engaged in the Boy Scouts of America reorganization because of sexual abuse in scouting programs
over the last 80 years. United Methodist Leaders and
the BSA each have worked toward ending sexual abuse
and the number of cases have decreased dramatically
in United Methodist scouting programs to the point that
only 1% of all the claims involving UM scout troops occurred in the last 20 years. But one case is too many. The
United Methodist Church does not tolerate child sexual
abuse. We are all called to continue to work toward ending child sexual abuse.
As United Methodists, we have reached a settlement by
working closely with representatives for the survivors. Our
agreement which includes education about safety, review
of current policies and a $30 million settlement was developed by listening to and conversations with survivors.
Payment of the IGRC’s share — $604,000 — was approved by the 2022 Annual Conference from conference
reserves, meaning no financial amount is being required
nor assessed against any local IGRC congregation.
UM leaders also recognized that the chartering system
needed to be updated. UM leaders and the BSA have
agreed to a new Affiliation Agreement that replaces former charters with an Affiliation Agreement. This agreement may be found at the web link below. The agreement clarifies the role of the congregation and increased
insurance for congregations.

The following are key points about the agreement:
• Local churches, the Scout Units with which they are
associated, and the corresponding BSA Local Councils have until Oct. 31, to execute and implement their
new Affiliation Agreement or Facilities Use Agreement. Scouting leaders from the congregation are to
contact their BSA regional scouting representative to
set a time to go over and sign the new agreement.
• All current charters and facility use agreements are
to continue until BSA completes the new agreement
with the congregation and its scouting unit.
• BSA has agreed that the insurance and indemnity
provisions included in the new Affiliation Agreement
– which BSA agrees will also be included in the approved Facilities Use Agreement – went into effect
June 30, 2022.
• Congregations may use the Facility Use Agreement
with the Affiliation Agreement or as a stand-alone
document if the church is only allowing BSA to use
the facilities. The new insurance provisions will be
included with the facilities use agreement as well.
• The new agreement is the standard agreement for
all UM congregations and is not to be modified. If
there are questions about modification, it should be
sent to Steven Scheid sscheid@gcumm.org at the
General Commission on United Methodist Men so
that we may review and evaluate recommendations
for future changes.
The resources and information about the new affiliation
agreement may be found here www.GCUMM.org/Scouting or directly from: www.methodistscouter.org/a-newagreement/

LAY MINISTRY TRAINING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
•
•

Have previously completed License School.
Have completed one year of seminary studies.

For more information, please check out the pages of
our website at http://www.igrc.org/clm or contact our
CLM Coordinator, Ava Williams adwilliams2@juno.
com 217-708-5157.

have barely been slept on.
The retreat center sits on 10 acres of land. About
half of which is a wooded area that creates a feeling of
seclusion. The other half is a large open area with huge
oak trees that create a canopy over the grassy field.
There is a covered pavilion with the sturdiest picnic
benches you’ve ever sat on that seat up to 80. There are
four charcoal grills, a fire pit with benches, a swing set,
a basketball court, and a sand volleyball court.
The opportunities are endless for groups to create
an incredible experience. The Quad Cities are a short
drive away, with activities that include hiking at two
different State parks, miniature golf at two nearby
locations, the Snowstar Ski Resort, the Figge Art
Museum, the Putnam Museum, Circa 21 Dinner
Theater, John Deere Pavilion, or concerts and sporting
events at the Taxslayer Center. There are also nearby
volunteering opportunities for groups interested in doing
some mission work.
Visit www.CampMilan.org to learn more. Call 309788-9384 for rates and availability. United Methodist
Church groups receive the largest discount.

HIGHLAND PARK TRAGEDY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
Sundheim, a beloved staff member. An Interfaith
Service was held at Glencoe Union Church and North
Shore held a healing service, both on Sunday, July 10.
"Sunday’s afternoon worship was a service that
touched on the anguish of the community and the
need for an end to gun violence," said Rev. Barb
Javore, Deacon at North Shore UMC and president
of the Glencoe Clergy Association. Javore spoke with
ABC7 saying that it's going to take a long time for this
community to heal.
Many other churches and pastors across the
Northern Illinois Conference called out the violence
and offered prayers during this time of tremendous
heartache. Kingswood UMC in Buffalo Grove opened
its sanctuary last week for people to come and pray
and held a special prayer time during Sunday's
services.
"As we continue to shed tears, Jesus is calling
us to do more for peace and healing. I ask you to
move beyond just prayers to action—actions to help
Highland Park and actions to end gun violence in
every place," Kingswood's Rev. James Preston wrote in
an email to the congregation.
At the site of the parade tragedy, a flower
memorial grows along the sidewalk. Many strollers,
chairs and other items left behind by fleeing paradegoers remain in the secured area, and when the crime
tape is eventually removed, the grieving process will
continue one day at a time.
Faith leaders say the community is stronger
together and the pastors said they will continue to be
available alongside all those who need support and a
place to find comfort in the days and months to come.
“No matter why we come, rather for comfort
or hope with every worry, all of your anger, all the
sadness and anxiety, all are welcome in this space,” Lee
said to those gathered at the Christ UMC vigil. “May
we listen and look for God’s presence in this time and
may God’s presence surround us, comfort us and hold
us in this moment.”

All Registration are set to open Aug. 8, 2022,
and continue until 3 weeks prior to each class time.
Registration Links and related information can
be found on this webpage https://www.igrc.org/
modulesandregistration
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Five Star Mission highlights
BY CURT FRANKLIN
IGRC Missions and Outreach Coordinator

SPRINGFIELD – The Five Star Mission Program
(otherwise known as the Five Star Challenge) was
developed to encourage local churches in the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference to grow in mission giving and
mission outreach every year. Five Star churches receive
an award certificate and special conference recognition
of their giving beyond the local church within the
United Methodist connection. For a more detailed
description of the various giving opportunities within
the Five Star Challenge you can download the booklet at
https://www.igrc.org/fivestar.

MISSIONARY SPOTLIGHT
Priscilla Legay Jaiah / Advance
#13035Z
Rev. Priscilla Legay Jaiah is a
missionary with the Board of Global
Ministries of The United Methodist
Church and the Superintendent of
Ganta Mission Station of the United
Methodist School in Liberia, West Africa.
As native of Liberia, Priscilla learned to share her
faith as a child, working with her mother in villages
as a Sunday school teacher, youth worker, and choir
member. She shares, "during my years of pastoring, I
always felt the responsibility of meeting the spiritual,
physical, and emotional needs of children, women, and
the less fortunate in society.” She believes that the global
church can “share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with people
who are victims of structural sin [and] bring freedom,
justice and peace to God's children here on earth.”
Priscilla will be visiting the IGRC in the first half
of September. If you would like to schedule to have her
visit your church or would be willing to help host her or
future missionaries you can contact Carolyn Yockey at
CLPY508@aol.com

To learn more about Missionaries in a covenant
relationship with the IGRC visit https://www.igrc.org/
covenant-relationship

MISSIONS HIGHLIGHT
Fair Hope Children's Ministry
(FHCM) 1225 East Voorhees, Danville, Illinois 61834
In 2004, FHCM began as an outreach ministry to
provide clothing for children living in poverty. FHCM
helps hundreds of children each year by providing them
with clothing,
including socks,
underwear, pajamas
and coats. While
clothing is the
ministry's main
focus, Fair Hope
also provides
area schools
with backpacks
and supplies. In
August, FHCM is
holding a drive for
funds needed to
purchase at least
500 backpacks plus
recommended
school supplies.
Donations can be
sent through the IGRC Advance Special Fund 6085.
For more information on FHCM, visit their website.
fairhopedanville.org
For more information about IGRC supported
missions or to nominate a ministry for a missions
highlight Contact Curt Franklin Coordinator of
Missions and Outreach at cfranklin@igrc.org

Midwest Mission Distribution Center is growing
A new Quonset hut will provide needed storage space
CHATHAM – Two years ago,
Operations Specialist Ramon
Ortiz and former employee
now volunteer Zach Suter
made the trek to Florida
to disassemble, load, and
bring back a Quonset hut.
It is made of curved pieces
of steel. After the arches
are assembled, each arch is
bolted together to create the
structure and can actually
last up to 100 years. The new
addition is on the east side
of campus just beyond the
dormitory.
"That durability is what we need," says Operations
Manager, Brad Walton, who is the staff member who
has overseen the project. "It's going to be an important
resource for us, housing our trucks, mowers, and
tractor to keep it all protected from the elements. By
getting this equipment out it opens more space in the
warehouses where it's a temperature-controlled for
inventory items we send out."
Dianne and Richard Williams of Chandler, Ariz., are
leading the volunteer charge. They have previously
led many large construction projects including the
staff offices, and rear loading dock. When they heard
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that Midwest Mission was
building a Quonset hut,
they were ready for the
challenge.
Local volunteers Bill
Walden and Todd Shelly
have also stepped
up, literally, onto the
scaffolding to ensure
the steel arches are
assembled and then
bolted securely.
"It's been a team effort
from the beginning,"
Walden said. "Brian
Abshire is a local farmer who is lending his time,
expertise, and tractor to the project. It isn't something
that can be completed overnight. It takes a group of
dedicated people and we have that!"
Midwest Mission recently received the necessary
financial resources from the Brick-by-Brick campaign
to pour the foundations so the building could go up. It's
only when we ask you to prayerfully consider meeting
the financial goals for bigger projects and you answer
that call, that we get to move forward with these kinds
of upgrades. Midwest Mission only spends money
when we have it. We operate completely debit-free."

IGRC churches awarded 2022
Equipping the Local Church Grants
by the Foundation for Evangelism
LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. – The Foundation for Evangelism announced June 17 that two applicants from the
Illinois Great Rivers Conference were awarded $5,000
grants as part of the inaugural Equpping the Local
Church grants cycle.
One of the recipients was a partnership of three pastors serving eight congregations in the Sangamon
River District who are developing a digital discipleship
ministry. The pastors include Rev. Michael Madden,
pastor of Springfield: Cotton Hill and Auburn UMC;
Rev. Bobby Davis, pastor of Pawnee, Divernon and
Thayer UMC’s, and Rev. Jake Wetterlin, pastor of Assumption, Findlay and Windsor UMC’s.
The second $5,000 grant went to Lacon-Sparland
UMC as part of the Prairie River Parish in the Illinois
River District.
In all, 31 grants were awarded in its 2022 cycle. The
grants total $230,000, with each of the 31 recipients
receiving either $5,000, $7,500 or $10,000 depending on
the proposed initiatives. The proposals were individually assessed by a review board and confirmed by the
Foundation’s board of trustees.
Grant recipients were from four Wesleyan-tradition
denominations: The African Methodist Episcopal
Church, The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church,
The Church of the Nazarene, and The United Methodist Church. They came from 15 different states across
the country. 100 percent of the applicants were new to
the Foundation, although several were connected to
Denman Evangelism Award recipients, Conference, or
District leadership.
“It is exciting to see the passion and partnership present in these local church grant initiatives! The Foundation for Evangelism looks forward to being a resource
in partnership with these churches and organizations
as they implement their projects throughout the coming year,” said Rev. Dr. Heather Lear, Vice President for
Grant Administration.
The Foundation for Evangelism’s Equipping the Local
Church Grant has categories for $5,000, $7,500, and
$10,000 awarded to small and medium church congregations, or clusters of churches working together, in a
Wesleyan-tradition denomination. Selected applicants
must show how the grant can launch an experiment or
initiative to share the Gospel, tell their faith stories, and
invite others into a relationship with Jesus.
The Foundation for Evangelism is a Wesleyan-tradition
grant-making organization located at Lake Junaluska,
North Carolina. Chartered in 1949 by Dr. Harry Denman, then the General Secretary of the Board of
Evangelism of the Methodist Church, and a group of
visionary laymen, it was designed to “diffuse the blessing of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

‘Ted’ Talk: Stewardship as
a Spiritual Discipline - 101

SPRINGFIELD – The United Methodist Foundation
will sponsor a "Ted" talk on Wednesday, Aug. 10 at noon at
the Conference Center.
Join UM Foundation Executive Director Ted Frost
for lunch and take part in a discussion of stewardship in
preparation for your church's financial campaign in the fall.
If you are planning to attend, please RSVP your
attendance to Carol Sims at csims@igrc.org by Aug. 5.

Is God Calling You for More?

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

UMRC moving to Kumler
Outreach Ministries

UMRC holding massive
liquidation giveaway

SPRINGFIELD – Please note that the
services of the UMRC will be paused in
June and July to prepare for and implement the transition of the UMRC to the
Kumler Outreach Ministries in Springfield.

SPRINGFIELD – In preparation for the
move to Kumler Outreach Ministries I
have been streamlining the United Media Resource Center collection so that it
will fit nicely into its new location. As a
result, there are LOTS of good resources
up for grabs!

• Items will not be mailed in the transition period but I encourage you to
explore the UMRC online catalog for
ideas for fall programming.
• You can request resources during
the transition time using the online
catalog and items will begin shipping in August.

• DVD studies, books, curriculum.

What ministries would you like to expand
or begin this fall?
What topics might new small groups like
to explore?
Borrow some resources and try something new!
• In July, continue returning resources
to the UMRC at the usual address:
United Media Resource Center
P.O. Box 19207
Springfield, IL 62794-9207

You are invited to schedule a time to
come in and browse through a large
selection of resources that you can take
for use at your church or for your own
personal use.
• Topics: Bible study and Christian life,
leadership, Methodism, Advent and
Lent, children and youth, and more!
• First come, first served. No holds.
No items will be mailed. Bring your
church leaders!
Contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org to
arrange your time to come to the Conference Center when she can be there.
Bring boxes and bags to take items
home. Go home with a variety of free
items!

• If you have overdue UMRC resources that are not being used this summer, please get them returned.

| Online
| On-Campus
| On Mission

spst.edu

(913) 253-5084
admiss@spst.edu
Discover more at
Saint Paul.

UMRC

UNITED MEDIA
RESOURCE CENTER

The United Media Resource Center
is settling into to its new location
at Kumler Outreach Ministries, 303
N Grand Ave E, Springfield, Illinois,
62702! We are busily unboxing,
reshelving, and organizing and
will be reopening as close as
possible to our August 1 target
date!
Requesting resources:
We encourage you to explore
the UMRC online catalog for fall
programming ideas. The online
catalog link can be found on the
UMRC website:
https://www.igrc.org/UMRC
You can request resources during the transition
time using the online catalog and items will begin
shipping in August.
What ministries would you like to expand or
begin this fall?
What topics might new small groups like to
explore?

Borrow some resources and try something new!
Returning resources:
Through August, resources can be returned to the
UMRC at the conference office address:
United Media Resource Center
P.O. Box 19207
Springfield, IL 62794-9207
Or you can return resources to the new address:
Kumler Outreach Ministries
Attn: United Media Resource Center
303 E North Grand Ave
Springfield, IL 62702-3822
Volunteer:
Volunteers are the heart and soul of Kumler
Outreach Ministries. If you’d like to be part of
the Kumler Outreach Ministries volunteer family
and want to know more about opportunities for
service in the United Media Resource Center and/
or other ministries, please call 217-523-2269 and
ask for Sharon Brown.

Preachers’ Aid Society
and Benefit Fund

To serve the retired clergy
of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference,
their spouses, and any dependent children.
Services to Retired Clergy and Spouses:
Advocates for Retirees & Spouses
• Represent Retirees & Spouses
on Conference Matters
• Information Sharing between the
Conference and Retirees/Spouses
Spiritual Services
• Pastoral Care
• Hospital and Home Visits
• Presence at Funerals
• Presentation of Grave Markers
• Spiritual Retreat Grants
Fellowship Activities
• Fellowship Groups • Baseball Games
• Educational Seminars
• Fall Banquets
• Trips
Financial Services
• $1.5 Million Contribution for IGRC Medicare
Supplement Plan*
• $460,000 for Pre-1982 Plan
• $500,000 Medicare Part D Benefit
• Supplemental Assistance
• Health Insurance Transition
• Dental Loans
• Hearing Aid Program and Loans
• Financial and Estate Planning

Services to Active Clergy:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pre-Retirement Seminar
Pulpit Supply
Consecration Sunday Leadership
Fundraising Education
Financial Planning Education
Financial and Estate Planning

Seminars for Churches:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Creating a Church Budget
Understanding Church Finances
Fundraising in the Local Church
Capital Campaigns
Estate Planning
Financial Planning

Wellness Programs
• Research Assistance for Medicare
Part D Plans
• Virgin Health Miles Benefits
for Retirees and Spouses
• Clergy Assistance Program
for Retirees and Spouses
* Must be fully vested to qualify. All other
services are available to all retirees and
spouses of the IGRC, regardless of the
number of years of service

Serving those
who have served us.
www.pasbf.org
217-529-3221

