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It should not surprise anyone 
that the followers of Jesus fight each 
other. An honest look at the New 
Testament scriptures reveals the 
sobering fact that even before the 
Holy Spirit descended and gave birth 
to the church, the followers of Jesus 
were already fighting. 

They fought over popularity, 
position, and power. They fought 
and argued over the use of money, 
managing access to Jesus, and the 
very character and nature of Jesus. 

I believe it is fair to say that just like 
two of the pre- Christian ancestors 

(Jacob and Esau), the church was born fighting.
Jesus’ last Upper Room prayer with the disciples 

was a prayer for unity among the disciples and those 
subsequent followers. Jesus prayed that we would 
become united and function as one. There have been 
brief moments and sample-sized examples of Jesus’ 
prayer coming to fruition but overall, sad to say, 
unity has not become the norm among Christians. 

Martin E. Marty wrote an article in October 
of 2015 titled, Christians fighting Christians. Martin 
made the statement, “Cynics, but not only cynics, 
like to observe, not always inaccurately, that Chris-
tians are never happy unless they are fighting -- each 
other.” 

Shortly after becoming a District Superinten-
dent, I was asked, “What do you do?” My response 

was quick and simple, “I referee church fights!” Even 
as a Bishop, I spend an awful lot of my time, assisted 
by the Cabinet and a very gifted staff, trying to settle 
church fights.

Christians fight over the dumbest of things! 
Churches argue and split over things that have abso-
lutely little or nothing to do with them personally or 
locally. There are times that I want to say, as Jesus did 
to the disciple John, “What is that to you?” 

I believe if we focus on the ministry needs that 
are right in front of us, we would be so busy and 
so overwhelmed that we would have no time to get 
caught up in how others are engaging their respec-
tive areas in a different manner. Much like Nehemi-
ah, we would be consumed by our own work, and we 
simply would not have time to stop our important 
work to engage in the affairs of others. In short, we 
would trust the Lord of the harvest to know how and 
when to separate the weeds and the wheat.

Christians fighting Christians is always a costly 
battle and there are no winners. Everyone loses when 
we fight. The results are always negative:

• Credibility is tarnished or shattered
• Ministry is hampered or hindered
• People laugh at and mock us as hypocrites
• Our community witness and influence diminish 

and becomes irreparably damaged
• Mission and ministry take a back seat and is 

often ignored altogether
• The body of Christ is saddled with shame
• We assist the enemy of our faith in the war 

against the spreading of Christianity

Fighting seems to be built into our DNA as 
Christians. Fighting, however, is not what Jesus 
desires. 

Jesus calls us to love one another and to be at 
peace with each other. This is only possible when 
we become individually committed to the pursuit 
of Christlikeness. Jesus did not demand that it be, 
“my way or the highway.” Jesus emptied himself and 
offered himself in service to others. Jesus listened 
carefully to the voice of God and did that which was 
costly and uncomfortable to himself so that others 
might be spared eternal pain and everlasting defeat. 

I have noticed that in our current church “battle 
royale” each “side” is claiming and crying foul and 
unfair play on the part of others. I have not heard 
anyone say, individually or church-wide, “I’m sorry 
and I am regretful and repentant for any harm that I 
have caused you or the body of Christ. Please forgive 
me, I have sinned against God and against you.” 

It is only when we become personally invested 
in stopping the fight, that armistice will come. I am 
convinced that we are all running out of time and that 
our attention and focus needs to be on seeking, serv-
ing, and saving this dying world, and not on Chris-
tians fighting Christians. My prayer remains hope-
filled, “Let there be peace, and let it begin with me!”

God bless,
Bishop Beard 

The Current (USPS 014-964) is published 
monthly by the Illinois Great Rivers  
Conference of The UMC,  5900 South Second 
Street, Springfield, IL  62711
An individual subscription is $15 per year.  
The opinions expressed in viewpoints are 
those of the writers and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The Current, The IGRC,  
or The UMC.

Communications Team
Leader:  Paul E. Black 
Team members:  
Kim Halusan, Michele Willson

Send materials to:
 P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207  
or tel. 217.529.2040 or fax 217.529.4155
thecurrent@igrc.org,  
website www.igrc.org
Periodical postage paid at Peoria, IL,  
and additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER:  
Please send address changes to  
The Current, Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207

N E W S  F R O M 
T H E  E P I S C O P A L  O F F I C E 

Christians Fighting Christians!

DEATHS
IGRC retired local pastor Cecil 
R. Atchison, 68, died Aug. 20 
at Barnes-Jewish Hospital in 
St. Louis.

Rev. Atchison served several 
churches in the Cache River 

District, retiring in 2017 from Crossroad UMC. 
Following his retirement, he served as a chaplain 
at Heartland Regional Medical Center in Marion. 
He served in many leadership positions at Marion 
Aldersgate UMC and was involved in the Walk to 
Emmaus community.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
wilsonmcreynolds.com/obituaries/Cecil-
Atchison/#!/Obituary.

Condolences can be sent to his wife, Sharon 
Atchison, 1809 Wren Dr., Marion, IL  62959. 

Susan Molloy Owens, 68, 
wife of IGRC retired pastor, the 
Rev. Ray Owens, died Aug. 8 in 
Bloomington.

Together with her husband, 
the Owens served 32 years in 

The United Methodist Church, retiring in 2015 from 
Pontiac: First. She is the daughter of the late Rev. 
William L. Malloy and Marjorie Molloy.

Condolences may be sent to: Rev. Ray Owens, 1509 

Tearose Ln, Bloomington 61704-8268 and Marjorie 
Molloy, 3714 Wine Way, Bloomington 61704-8293.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. 
Phillip E. Merritt, 89, died Aug. 
8 in East Peoria.

Rev. Merritt served 43 years of 
active ministry in the former 
Evangelical United Brethren 

Church and later, the former Central Illinois 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. 
He retired in 1995 from Colchester-Tennessee. 
In retirement, Rev. Merritt served an additional 
19 years, serving Brimfield-Edwards and then 
Edwards until 2015.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
masonfuneralhomes.com/obituary/
RevPhillip-Merritt  where online condolences 
may be left for the family. 

You may also send condolences to his wife, 
Stephanie Merritt, 1000 Centennial Dr, Apt 8, East 
Peoria 61611-4922.

Anna Evelyn Davis Newell, 
101, widow of the Rev. Herman 
Ivan Newell, died Aug. 6 in 
Springfield.

In 1970, she married Rev. 
Newell, who served in the 

Illinois Conference of the former Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, retiring in 1966 from Bloomington: 

Grace. He founded Hope Evangelical Free Church in 
Springfield in 1967. He died Oct. 10, 1999.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://
www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/
springfield-il/anna-newell-10881633 where 
condolences may be left for the family.

Irene Jordan Carlton, 84, wife 
of the Rev. Donald G. Carlton, 
died June 26 in Santa Cruz, Calif.

Together with her husband, 
the Carltons served 38 years 
in the former Southern Illinois 

Conference, retiring in 1995 from Carbondale: First.

Condolences may be sent to the Rev. Donald G. 
Carlton, 2395 Delaware Ave., Apt #135, Santa Cruz, 
CA. 95060-5718.

We have just been notified 
of the death of Barbara Ann 
Chapin Hesseldenz, 88, 
widow of the Rev. William A. 
Hesseldenz, who passed away 
Feb. 16, 2021 in Rushville.

Rev. Hesseldenz was a licensed local pastor for 24 
years, serving St. Jacob, Coffeen, Fillmore, Rushville 
Hope Charge and Bluff Springs until his death on 
Nov. 3, 2009.

Cards of sympathy can be sent to her daughter Ms. 
Janice Cavaness 151 E. Madison Street Rushville Il 
62681.
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APPOINTMENTS
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard 
appoints the following:

Daewook Kim to Jesus Love Korean Ministry, 
Iroquois River District, ¾ time, effective Sept. 1. 
This is a change to part-time appointment. Rev. 
Kim is an elder in the Korean Methodist Church.

Daewook Kim to Centerville-Seymour-White 
Heath-Weldon: Associate, Iroquois River district, 
¼ time, effective Sept. 1.

Danny Wright to Bradford Leet Memorial-Boyd’s 
Grove, Illinois River District, effective Sept. 1.

Linda J Mahan to Greater West Frankfort 
Parish (West Frankfort: Antioch and Central), ¼ 
time, Cache River District, effective July 10. She 
is a retired clergy member of another annual 
conference and this is her first appointment in 
the IGRC.

Phillip Gordon Jackson to Tonica and 
Hennepin, Vermilion River District, effective July 1. 
He is a clergy member of another denomination 
and this is his first appointment in the IGRC.

Deborah Jean Smith-Johnston to Prairie 
Winds Parish (Atlanta-Ebenezer-Deer Creek), 
Vermilion River District, ¾ time, effective Aug. 1.

Change of status
Kimberly Allen-Moorefield, discontinuation of 
appointment, Mississippi River District, effective 
Aug. 29. She previously served at New Baden.

Kara Berg, discontinuation of status as a local 
pastor, LaMoine River District, effective Aug. 1. 
She previously served at Winchester.

Coady Murphy, discontinuation of a supply 
assignment, Iroquois River District, effective 
Sept. 1. He previously served Centerville-
Seymour-White Heath-Weldon.

4

Decatur First UMC hosted a church-wide ministry series that focused on 
embracing, encouraging, and celebrating the beauty that comes from creativity.

Bishop's Holy Land Trip Jan. 30-Feb. 8
SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard is inviting persons on a 
Holy Land Pilgrimage with newly-ordained clergy from 2020, 
2021 and 2022 Jan. 30-Feb. 8, 2023.

"I have found such trips a way to expand our knowledge of the Bi-
ble and this sacred land," Bishop Beard said. "A journey following 
in the footsteps of Jesus will change the way you read the Bible, 
and you will learn why scholars refer to it as the 'Fifth Gospel.'"

Download the brochure by visiting: https://www.igrc.org/holy-
land. Trips are all-inclusive (basic tours, fuel surcharges and gov-
ernment taxes, administrative fees, entrance fees, hotel gratuities 
and program fees; break and dinner, motor coach travel and 
hotels) and are priced from $3,398 from Chicago and $3,598 
from St. Louis or Indianapolis.

Photos courtesy of Decatur First UMC

Two Rivers’ Young Lions Roar program 
awarded Peace with Justice grant 
BY CHRISTINA KROST
Chair, IGRC Board of Church and Society

ROCK ISLAND – Congratulations to the newest 
recipient of our $5,000 Peace with Justice grant, Rock Island: 
Two Rivers UMC.

Peace with Justice grants are available to IGRC UMC 
congregations and agencies to begin programs, plan events, 
and host activities that celebrate the purpose and objectives 
of the UMC Board of Church and Society. Funding for the 
IGRC Peace with Justice Grant is generated by the local 
churches and Annual Conferences from the Peace with 
Justice offering taken on Peace with Justice Sunday which 
“witnesses to God’s demands for a faithful, just, disarmed, 
and secure world.” Grant applications are reviewed in April, 

July and September.
Visit https://

www.igrc.org/
peacewithjustice 
to obtain a grant 
application due Sept. 
30.

The Young Lions 
Roar program has been 
created to help end 
violence and work to 
build peace in families 
and communities. The 
grant applicants are 
Pastor Robb McCoy 
of Two Rivers UMC 
and Aubrey Barnes, 
an educator and well-
known spoken word 
poet in the Quad 
Cities. The Young 

Lions Roar program is designed to reach 
middle school and high school youth in 
the Rock Island and Quad Cities area. 

“This is the culmination of a 
relationship that has developed over 
several years,” said Pastor McCoy. 
“Aubrey has performed at open mics 
at our church and shared his work in 
worship several times. He is a brilliant 
poet and a passionate educator.” 

In the Young Lions Roar Program, 
Aubrey, along with other creative guest 
teachers, speakers, and performers, 
will teach students writing, poetry, 
spoken-word performance, and rap 
performance. Their students will also 
learn about getting in touch with 
emotions and expressing their fears and 
hopes. “Writing is a vehicle for creative 
expression that has been proven to help 
young people with anxiety, depression, 
anger, fear, and grief.” McCoy writes.

The Young Lions will launch this 
month. The Board of Church and 
Society celebrates The Young Lion’s 
Roar program as it seeks to support the 
emotional health of young people by 
giving them a creative outlet to express 
their emotions, to build their creativity 
and writing skills, and develop essential 
leadership and communication skills 
to build their confidence to speak and 
perform. 

AUBREY
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BY BISHOP FRANK J. BEARD

Paul Harvey was a veteran radio 
broadcaster for ABC News Radio. He 
broadcasted News and Comment on 
mornings and mid-days on weekdays 
and at noon on Saturdays. From 1951 
to 2008, his programs reached as many 
as 24 million people per week.

Paul Harvey was also famous for 
his The Rest of the Story segments 
which provided new insights to stories 
in which most people thought they 
knew. And it was sometimes the new 
information that shed new light and a 
different tone on the subject at hand.

Today, I want to provide The Rest 
of the Story on a couple of issues which 
have been circulating for weeks.

There have been groups turning 
up the volume, urging persons to leave 
The United Methodist Church as soon 
as possible. One renewal group has used 
such language as “a matter of life and 
death” and “you will be held hostage in 
The United Methodist Church,”

The heated rhetoric has caused 
an already overly-anxious system to 
add anxiety to thoughtful discussions 
of churches charting their futures and 
discerning God’s direction in the matter.

Why this matters in the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference is that the 
normal narrative given of The United 
Methodist Church where “liberal 
bishops are not following The Book of 
Discipline,” rings hollow here. I have 
been very clear from the beginning 
of my tenure that we will follow The 
Book of Discipline and my position 
is consistent. Whether it is a request 
to not process bona fide complaints 
from progressives or to ask for a more 
permissive disaffiliation plan modeled 
after proposed legislation never enacted 
by the General Conference, we have 
followed The Book of Discipline as it is 
at this moment.

So, I want to respond to two issues 

that seem to be gaining traction among 
the heat:

PART OF THE STORY: Your church 
needs to leave as soon as possible. 
You will only have the 2023 Annual 
Conference to have your disaffiliation 
plan ratified by Dec. 31, 2023.

THE REST OF THE STORY: 
While it is true that Paragraph 2553 
has a sunset date of Dec. 31, 2023, what 
is unclear is whether a church may 
negotiate a binding agreement with the 
Annual Conference Board of Trustees, 
pay its settlement and have it approved 
at the 2024 Annual Conference.

It is my interpretation and 
intention to work with the churches 
and permit such a ratification vote 
through the 2024 Annual Conference 
session. Should the Judicial Council 
rule otherwise, there is always the 
option of holding a special session 
at the end of 2023 to handle those 
disaffiliations that are not cared for at 
the 2023 Annual Conference.

There have also been questions 
as to why a 2022 special session is 
not being held like other annual 
conferences. At this time, there are 
no churches that have finalized a 
disaffiliation agreement to the point 
where ratification is necessary.

Last year, five congregations – all 
represented by legal counsel – declared 
their independence from The United 
Methodist Church. None of them have 
begun negotiations that have resulted 
in a final, binding agreement.

And while other churches have 
begun the process, those disaffiliations 
will be handled at the 2023 Annual 
Conference session in a timely manner 
should an agreement be reached.

Information on the IGRC 
Disaffiliation process may be found at: 
www.igrc.org/disaffiliation, where the 
process is spelled with great specificity; 
there are recordings of the four 

disaffiliation forums held earlier this 
year; and I have answered multitudes 
of questions that have been posed as 
churches consider their futures.

PART OF THE STORY: One 
renewal group has claimed the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference “demands 50 
percent of a church’s assets.”

THE REST OF THE STORY: 
The 50 percent comment which I 
gave is being taken out of context 
from a question posed at one of the 
disaffiliation forums. I was asked, “in 
addition to the pension withdrawal 
liability and the apportionment 
payments, what additional payments 
are required?”

Those wishing to depart would like 
to limit any additional payments for its 
assets accrued as a United Methodist 
congregation and its denominational 
ministry. My comment, simply stated, 
“(As part of the disaffiliation process), 
we start at 50 percent and work our way 
from there.”

It has NEVER been the intention 
of “demanding” 50 percent but rather it 
is a beginning point for discussion with 
the church. Of the five churches that are 
disaffiliating, NONE of those churches 
have been required to pay 50 percent of 
the assets. All of those churches started 
the conversation at the 50 percent level. 
I have said from the beginning there 
is no intention to cripple a departing 
church’s ministry or punish them for 
its decision, but rather it is to ensure 
that funds given and held for United 
Methodist causes are released and paid 
prior to departing. We have a sacred 
responsibility to those faithful givers to 
see that their intent is fulfilled.

And now you know, the Rest of the 
Story…

There have been other mis-
representations of recent events in the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference. Only 
a portion of the true story is being told 
and I wish those telling the narrative 
would at least give me the courtesy of 
giving clarity so that they might know 
the rest of the story.

I wish I could say with confidence 
that the anxiety level will diminish as 
time goes on. I am reminded that in the 
midst of the storm Jesus either calms 
the storm, or he calms us that we may 
weather the storm.

I hold to that hopeful promise as 
we continue to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the 
world. There is currently nothing being 
done by the Council of Bishops or by 
this Annual Conference that prevents 
a church from reaching people for 
Jesus Christ. There is no reason for a 
congregation or pastor to leave The 
United Methodist Church because there 
have been no changes in our polity and 
doctrine. No changes will take place 
until General Conference 2024.

And now you know The Rest of the 
Story.

God bless,
Bishop Beard

Larry and Jane Kies speaking  
on #StillinMission Sept. 1
ATLANTA, Ga.  – Missionaries Larry and 
Jane Kies invite you to join a ZOOM meet-
ing for the following event in which we 
will be speaking to a larger audience of 
people concerned with mission. 

#StillInMission Episode 46

Thursday Sept. 1, 2022 11 a.m. to noon, CT 

https://gbgm.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJ0ofuigqz8rGdxeaZO59_b2q-QV5X1JiQo8 
The event is part 
of an initiative 
of the General 
Board of Global 
Ministries to 
make missionar-
ies known to the 
church by giving 
them an opportunity to share their vari-
ous ministries. The link to register for this 
meeting and date and time are included 
above.

Reach 1,000 event Sept. 9-10 
WASHINGTON – Does your church want 
to reach people in your community? Do 
you want creative ideas and practical re-

sources to increase your ability to do so?

Add Sept. 9 and 10 to your calendar and 
plan to participate in the 2022 Reach 1,000 
event to be held at Crossroads UMC in 
Washington.

Read more and register at: https://www.
igrcreach1000.org/2022 

Michael Beck, Nicole Reilley and Trey 
Wince will be keynote speakers. Multiple 
workshops will be offered. Registration 
discounts are provided for group and for 
early registrations.

Space will be limited so begin now to 
gather a team and register soon! There are 
registration discounts for teams of people 
from the same church/charge. Also, each 
church/charge which has a team of three 
or more in attendance will receive one 
copy per team of both Fresh Expressions 
of the Rural Church by Michael Beck and 
Expanding the Expedition Through Social 
Media by Nicole Reilley. 

Ministry Leadership Conference
TROY – Church leaders from around the 
conference are invited to attend the Min-
istry Leadership Conference, a one-day 
event for pastors, church staff, volunteers, 
and key leaders. The event will be held on 

Saturday, Sept. 17 in Troy.

General sessions include topics on 
the power of prayer, volunteer re-
cruiting tips, personal growth and 
leadership. Elective Focus Sessions 
will be available for Worship Leaders, 
Worship Tech Teams, Student Ministry 
Leaders, Children's Ministry Leaders, 
and Hospitality Team Members. 

Lunch is included in the registration 
costs and there are discounts when you 
bring at least two attendees from the 
same local church. 

Read more and register by visiting: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/ministry-leader-
conference-tickets-362215956677 

Harvest Fall Youth Rally
TROY – All students (6th-12th grades) 
are invited to the FALL RALLY in Troy, IL 
on Saturday, Oct. 29. This one-day event, 
packed with worship, teaching, prayer, 
community, and fun will focus on Jesus 
and a call to follow him with our whole 
hearts. 

 The registration covers the program, 
refreshments, Chick-Fil-A lunch, and a free 
t-shirt (if you register early enough). 

 Sarah Wanck from Christ UMC in East 
Moline will be speaking, Harvest will be 
leading music, Cole Abell will be a special 
guest artist and there will be other sur-
prises too! 

Read more by visiting: https://harvestmin-
istryteams.com/fallrally/ 

Safe Sanctuaries training  
for local churches
SPRINGFIELD – A FREE in-person Safe 
Sanctuaries workshop is available for local 
churches. 

Contact your district’s Safe Sanctuaries 
Resource Team member at: https://www.
igrc.org/SafeSanctuariesResourceTeam  to 
schedule a workshop in your church! 

C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S Administrative Assistant to 

Connectional Ministries and 
Congregational Development
Administrative Assistant to Connectional 

Ministries and Congregational Develop
ment 

Basic function: Provide administrative 

assistance to the Connectional Ministries 

and Congregational Development 

departments in all aspects of ministry. For 

more information visit this link https://www.

igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/16609770

THE REST OF THE STORY
The new  
circuit riders

BY JOHN ROBERT MCFARLAND
IGRC Retired Clergy

My premise is simple: Folks who 
want to be United Methodists – 
who want to be part of a church 
based on Wesleyan theology 
and practice, that makes worship 

and fellowship and service available to all – 
should have opportunity to be United Methodists.

For many United Methodists, that opportunity 
is in jeopardy. If you live in a place where all the 
current United Methodist churches decide to join 
a different denomination or become independent, 
you have no alternatives.

So, the UMC needs to put in place now a plan 
to start new United Methodist congregations 
where none exist, a plan that is ready to start 
a new church whenever a United Methodist 
desert is created. For driving distance, every 
county should have at least one United Methodist 
Church, even if it does not have a building and a 
parsonage and a seminary graduate preacher.

The very disarray and confusion that exists in 
the church now provides new opportunities for 
evangelism and outreach. There is need for a 
new generation of circuit riders.

People no longer expect, or want, a resident 
pastor who calls on members in their homes. 
They don’t feel the need for a gathering place 
that looks like a traditional church. They don’t 
want officers and boards and committees. 
They don’t need a General Conference. Or a 
Discipline. They want fellowship and worship 
and opportunity to serve. All that is necessary is 
a preacher/leader, and a group of people, and a 
spot under an elm tree, or room above a tavern. 
As they say in Field of Dreams, “Rent it and they 
will come.”

A plan for new circuit riders is probably done 
best at the district level. Each superintendent 
would have a team of people who can assess 
needs and secure meeting spaces, and a team 
of circuit riders—lay speakers, local pastors, 
retired preachers, special appointment ordinands, 
student pastors. [I’m not sure of the appropriate 
title for some of these, but who cares? All they 
need is willingness to serve and the ability to do 
so and a good steed.] 

Don’t worry about organization or what this will 
lead to or if these congregations will continue 
forever. The original circuit riders didn’t plan for 
a permanent church in every grove of trees or 
blacksmith shop that they used as a preaching 
point. They had good news to share, and people 
who needed to hear it: Christ died for you. Not 
just everybody else, but you.

We have a grand and great new opportunity 
for making the servant UMC available, precisely 
because there are places where the UMC will no 
longer be available. 

Yes, we still need open doors and hearts and 
minds, but, as John Wesley [might have] said: 
“Preach and pray, or get out of the way.”

(John Robert McFarland is a retired IGRC pastor. 
He has written for more than 40 publications 
ranging from Garrison Keillor's Prairie Home 
Companion to the Chicago Tribune and Midwest 
Poetry Review. He is the author of Now That I Have 
Cancer... I Am Whole and The Strange Calling. He 
shares his reflections at: https://christinwinter.
blogspot.com)

(Editor’s note: the following is a pastoral letter sent by Bishop Frank J. Beard to IGRC pastors and laity Aug. 12.)

Certified Lay Ministry Training this fall
BY AVA WILLIAMS
IGRC Certified Lay Ministry Director

SPRINGFIELD – The CLM Coordinating Team would like to announce the 
fall 2022 schedule for CLM Training.  The modules will be held at East Bay Camp 
in Hudson (Bloomington area) in the Vermilion River District.

All registrations are open and continue until three weeks prior to each class 
time.  Registration Links and related information can be found on this webpage 
https://www.igrc.org/modulesandregistration

The Advanced Lay Servant Course “Discover Your Spiritual Gifts” (or the 
online version through www.BeADisciple.com titled “Rediscovering Our Spiritual 
Gifts”) is a pre-requisite for Certified Lay Servants taking Module 1.  Those 
registering who have attended License School or completed one year of Seminary 
must also have completed a similar training on Spiritual Gifts.

Module 1: Call and Covenant for Ministry

Dates:   Friday evening & Saturday, Nov. 11-12
Times:  Friday, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
  Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Cost:   $65
Registration deadline:  Saturday, Oct. 22.
Instructor:  Rev. David Kueker, Kinmundy: First and Wesley UMCs

Module 2: The Practice of Ministry

Part 1:
Dates:  Friday evening through Sunday, Nov. 11-13
Times:   Friday, 6:30 p.m. to Sunday, not later than 4 p.m.
Cost:   $175
Registration deadline:  Saturday, Oct. 22
Instructors:  Preaching—Rev. Jim Slone, retired elder serving Sesser and Valier UMCs
       Pastoral/Congregational Care—Rev. Carol Lakota Eastin, Retired Elder
Part 2:
Dates:   Friday evening through Sunday, Dec. 4
Times:   Friday, 6:30 p.m. to Sunday, not later than 4 p.m.
Cost:   $175
Registration deadline:  Saturday, Nov. 12
Instructors:   Worship—Rev. Terri Haas, Tuscola UMC
       Faith Formation and Discipleship—
  Rev. Beth Fender, Coordinator of Disciple-Making Leadership

Both weekends are required in order to complete Module 2.

For more information, please check out the pages of our website at  http://www.
igrc.org/clm  or contact our CLM Coordinator, Ava Williams  adwilliams2@juno.
com  217-708-5157.

https://amplifymedia.com/jesus-revealed/
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ministry-leader-conference-tickets-362215956677
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MACOMB WESLEY 
HONORS RODNEY AND BERTHA FINK

L O C A L  C H U R C H
N E W S

Created!: fearfully  
and wonderfully made

BY SCOTT GRULKE
Pastor, Macomb Wesley UMC

MACOMB – Macomb Wesley UMC recently honored 
two of its members – a couple that has been instrumental 
in the church’s ministry.

Rodney and Bertha Fink were recognized by the 
church and presented with a wooden American flag 
as  reflection of service to their church, community 
and country.”They are both pillars of our church, our 
community, our country and they truly represent the 
‘best’ of our society,” read the tribute to the couple.

Bertha grew up  in Osage City, Kan., where her Dad 
farmed and worked at a local John Deere store. Her Mom 
raised her and her two sisters and also worked at a local 
doctor's office. Rodney grew up in Oregon, Mo., along 
with an older sister and younger brother. After high 
school they both furthered their education and eventually 
took off for adventure in the U.S. Navy.  They met each 
other in Norfolk, Va.  Bertha was a Navy nurse.  Rodney 
was a Naval Intelligence Officer.

After a brief courtship they married on July 13, 1958 
and recently celebrated their 64th wedding anniversary.

After serving our Country they initially committed to 
go into missionary work but unrest at that time prevented 
that work from moving forward. Instead, they moved 
to Columbia, Mo., and started their family with Bertha 
very pregnant and Rodney getting ready to work on 
his advanced education ultimately leading to a PhD. in 
Agronomy.  They also lived in Iowa and Kentucky. 

During those early years, four children were 
born – Ross, Lori and Brenda.  In 1967 they moved to 
Macomb where Rodney started teaching at Western 
Illinois University. Their last child, Lisa, was born in 
Macomb.  While Bertha continued to raise the children 
she also pursued her Masters at WIU and also taught in 
the school’s Health Department. Rodney continued his 
teaching in the Ag Department, ultimately becoming the 
Chairman of the College of Applied Science. 

But Rodney and Bertha never gave up on their desire 
to support and be involved in Mission work and that is 
prevalent throughout their entire life. They worked in 
Mexico and Pakistan; they led church-sponsored Mission 
trips to Haiti, Cuba and Mexico. They continued work 
with two churches in Progresso, Mexico and to this day, 
they help provide basic food and clothing, providing 
social activities to women and children, evangelizing 
through Biblical lessons and devotions, supporting 
scholarship programs to help young adults have an 
opportunity for secure employment and a better life.

At the ages of 87 and 88, they are still going strong 
in the Mexico mission work and have worked with 
other churches in the United States to help facilitate this, 
including our own Wesley United Methodist Church.

Their local mission work is also prevalent whether 
it is a scholarship program at WIU or support of local 
artists and community enrichment.  They are always at 

the forefront during Streaming Waters Week. They have 
also donated a farm to Western Illinois University.

“They have always raised their hands to help with 
labor or anything else needed.  They truly demonstrate 
what it means to be a good steward. They would literally 
give you the shirt off of their back.  Their generosity is 

never ending,” the tribute read. “At the heart of everything 
they do, their faith guides them. They believe in equality 
and take every effort to make sure that all of God's people 
have a voice and hand when needed. Their family is not 
just those who are related to them, but also all of us at 
Wesley, our community and the world.”

BY AMANDA RICHARDS
Pastor, Decatur First UMC

DECATUR – For six weeks this summer, 
Decatur First UMC had a church-wide 
ministry series that focused on embracing, 
encouraging, and celebrating the beauty that 
comes from creativity. 

The church highlighted and engaged various 
arts in Sunday morning worship, Sunday 
afternoon events for the public, and small 
group activities for children and adults 
on Wednesdays. The goal was to amplify 
the ways that we can Grow, Connect, 
Live, Sculpt, Share and Celebrate through 
gardening, baking, music, theater, poetry, 
photography, painting, sketching, quilting, 
knitting, sculpting, and more. 

There was so much joy, laughter, and praise to the Lord 
generated through the collaborations and the creativity 
that came from them. This was not a “magic pill” for 
church growth, but we wanted to share our joy with 
the IGRC because this church faces realities of decline, 
aging, financial strain, as many of our churches do. This 
series was a Spirit-led effort to focus on what we CAN 
do instead of what we cannot. God has been faithful in 
and through us. 

If anyone is curious about how these things played out 
in worship you can check the recordings out on our 
YouTube channel or reach out to us for conversation. 

The Sewing Group of the Chester United Methodist Women 
donated 107 handmade Christmas stockings to the Hendersen 
Settlement, a United Methodist organization providing basic needs 
in the Appalachia area of Kentucky.  

Beth Tickner, a former pastor at Chester, is a volunteer at the 
settlement and she asked the group to assist in this mission.  In 
addition to the stockings, the Methodist Men and Methodist Women 
each provided a $100 Walmart gift card to help Pastor Beth fill the 
stockings.

Pictured are members of the Sewing Group, Pat Nanney, Vicky Beers, 
and Jeanne Kleinschmidt.  Not pictured, Kathy Belcher.

Photo courtesy of Jim Beers

Photos courtesy of 
Decatur First UMC

Photos courtesy of Macomb Wesley UMC
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BY E. JULU SWEN

MONROVIA, Liberia (UMNews)  – The United 
Methodist Church in Liberia recently decommissioned 
its episcopal residence and the entire property for use 
by the United Methodist University of Liberia’s Graduate 
School of Professional Studies.  

“After serving the church for 29 years,” Bishop Samuel J. 
Quire Jr., Liberia Episcopal Area, said, 
“this building is now decommissioned 
from being an episcopal residence to 
an educational facility of the Liberia 
Annual Conference, where the UMU 
will now operate its graduate school.” 

He indicated that decommissioning 
the building was The United 
Methodist Church’s way of helping 
the Liberian government to make 
education available to all Liberians, 
especially young people.

In an interview with United Methodist News, Retired 
Bishop Arthur F. Kulah said the building was purchased 
by the annual conference during the Liberia civil war in 
fulfilment of the conference decision. “The conference,” 
he said, “passed a resolution during the tenure of retired 
Bishop Bennie D. Warner not to rent any house for their 
bishop to live in.” 

Kulah, the first bishop to reside in the building, said it 
was acquired through a grant from the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries during the Liberian civil war in 
the 1990s. The house and the land on which it is located 
were paid for separately by the conference. 

“The money for the land was paid from my episcopal 
salary with the intention that the Liberia Annual 
Conference was going to refund my money,” he noted. 

He indicated that the money was not refunded because 
he told the conference at the time that it was his 
contribution to The United Methodist Church in Liberia. 

“I wanted the acquisition of the property to be part of my 
legacy in the church,” Kulah said.

Dr. Yar Donlah Gonway-Gono, UMU president, assured 
Bishop Quire that the facility would be developed with 
help from university partners to ensure that Liberians 
receive quality education. 

“You are all aware,” she said, “that The United Methodist 
Church in Liberia is noted for its persistent role in 
providing quality education for our people.” 

Gonway-Gono pointed out that the property was an added 
advantage in helping the university as it seeks to expand 
the graduate school beyond theological studies. “We are 
going to diversify our graduate studies program to include 
business, education and health sciences,” she added. 

The Rev. Jerry Kulah, vice president of the graduate 
school, said he is in discussion with several partners 

of the school including the Knoll Foundation, which is 
currently supporting the work of the graduate school 
for property development. “It will cost $1.5 million USD 
to fully develop the graduate school, which will now be 
known as the Graduate School of Professional Studies,” 
he said. The theological college of the graduate school 
will still bear the name of former Bishop John G. Innis.

The decommissioned episcopal residence is the second 
property that the Liberia Annual Conference has ceded 
to UMU since the arrival of Gonway-Gono. The building 
was the home of retired Bishops Arthur F. Kulah and 
John G. Innis. When Quire was elected bishop, he 
indicated that he would not move into the 29-year-old 
building, which needs extensive repairs. The building has 
not yet been renovated. 

(Swen is a United Methodist communicator based in 
Liberia.)

G L O B A L 
N E W S

N A T I O N A L
N E W S

NCJ Committee on Episcopacy recommends episcopal election
FORT WAYNE, Ind.  –  Delegates to the 2022 North 
Central Jurisdictional Conference will elect at least 
two bishops if delegates agree with its Committee on 
Episcopacy recommendation for nine bishops in its 
College when they gather Nov. 2-5.

Additionally, the Committee recommends that the 
Dakotas and Minnesota annual conferences be reunited 
under one bishop as it was prior to the retirement of 
Bishop Bruce Ough in 2020. Bishop Sally Dyck also 
retired in 2020 and retired Bishop John Hopkins has 
been serving in the interim. Both Ough and Dyck have 

assumed roles with the Council of Bishops at the general 
church level.

The Committee on Episcopacy announced its 
recommendation on Aug. 8 just a week after delegates 

from East Ohio submitted a resolution seeking to set the 
number of bishops from the upper Midwest jurisdiction 
at nine. 

During the Special Called NCJ Conference in November 
2021, the delegates affirmed the recommendation from 
the Committee on Episcopacy to reduce the number of 
active bishops in the North Central Jurisdiction from nine 
to eight. The Committee, who, with the 

NCJ College of Bishops, had determined the prudence of 
anticipating a GCFA-announced 

Ukrainian UM’s care for fellow countrymen

BY SAM HODGES

DALLAS, Texas (UMNews)  – United Methodist 
leaders greeted with cautious optimism a judge’s partial 
approval of the Boy Scouts of America’s bankruptcy 
reorganization plan. 

The BSA filed for bankruptcy in February 2020 amid 
mounting claims of Scouting-related sex abuse going back 
decades, with many allegations involving chartering or 
sponsoring organizations of Scout troops, including local 
United Methodist churches. 

After months of negotiations and hearings involving 
multiple parties, as well as a trial earlier this year, U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court Judge Laurie Selber Silverstein issued a 
lengthy ruling on July 29, approving initial settlements of 
about $2.3 billion to abuse survivors. That includes a $30 
million United Methodist contribution to the survivors’ fund.

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference’s share of the 
$30 million is $604,000. At the 2022 Annual Conference, 
members voted to take the amount out of conference 
reserves, meaning no individual church will bear the cost 
of the lawsuit.

Silverstein rejected some parts of the bankruptcy 
plan, saying the BSA still has “decisions to make” as 
it continues a fight for survival, but expressed her 
willingness to work with the organization. 

United Methodist Bishop John Schol is among a 
group of United Methodist leaders who has negotiated on 
behalf of the denomination.

“I am grateful Judge Silverstein ruled that most of the 
BSA reorganization plan met with criteria of bankruptcy 
law and was constitutional, including approving the 
United Methodist settlement,” Schol said in an email to 
UM News. “However, there are several more matters the 
BSA must address in order for the plan’s full approval.”

Steven Scheid, director of the Center for Scouting 
Ministries at United Methodist Men, said that though 
hurdles remain, he sees “God actively preparing a future” 
for the BSA.

In its own statement, the BSA said: “This ruling 
represents a significant milestone in the financial 
restructuring of the Boy Scouts of America. … We are 
committed to working with all constituents to make the 
necessary changes required by the ruling to drive this 
process forward and we remain optimistic about securing 
approval of a final plan as soon as possible.”

The United Methodist Church and its predecessor 
denominations have had a relationship with the BSA for 
more than 100 years, mainly by providing headquarters 
for Scouting groups at local churches.

Some 6,600 Scouting units were chartered by United 
Methodist churches in the U.S. as of May, making the 
denomination the largest partner of BSA programs.

But local United Methodist churches — which 
in many cases recruited and screened adult leaders of 
Scouting groups — have faced considerable liability in 
that partnership. That became even clearer as Scouting-
related abuse allegations mounted and prompted the 
bankruptcy filing. 

United Methodist leaders formed a committee to 

represent the denomination in the bankruptcy negotiations 
— something other large partner groups did as well.

The committee ultimately negotiated a settlement for 
United Methodist conferences in the U.S. to contribute $30 
millionto a fund for abuse survivors. United Methodist 
local churches would in turn get protection from future 
lawsuits over Scouting-related abuse allegations. 

The settlement also committed the denomination 
to a review of all Safe Sanctuary policies in conferences 
and local churches; to meeting with survivors of abuse 
that occurred in United Methodist-sponsored troops; and 
to sharing resources across the denomination about the 
reality of sexual abuse and ways to keep young people safe.

In her ruling, Silverstein noted that there had been 
no objection to The United Methodist Church settlement, 
and that she found “substantial” its monetary contribution 
and willingness to work with survivors. She also said the 
denomination’s commitment to continue working with 
BSA “helps to ensure … the future of Scouting.

In June, United Methodist leaders and the BSA 
announced they would continue as partners but in a new 
relationship that would include a standard affiliation 
agreement for local churches wanting to host a Scouting 
group. 

Churches will be supportive of Scouting in various 
ways, but supervisory responsibility will shift to local Boy 
Scout Councils.

Along with approving the $30 million United 
Methodist contribution to the survivors’ fund, Silverstein 

approved $78 million from the BSA, $515 million from 
local Scouting councils and nearly $1.7 billion from 
settling insurers.

The judge did not approve a proposed $250 million 
settlement by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints — a major sponsoring organization in years past. 
She expressed concern about the settlement’s effort to 
protect against liability for non-Scouting abuse. 

The Associated Press has covered the bankruptcy 
proceedings closely and noted that the BSA, upon filing 
for bankruptcy, faced about 275 lawsuits and knew of 
another 1,400 potential cases. There are now more than 
82,000 claims.

The Coalition of Abused Scouts for Justice — which 
includes law firms representing more than 70,000 of the 
survivor claimants — noted the scope and complexity of 
the litigation. The coalition offered a positive assessment 
of Silverstein’s ruling.

“The confirmation of this plan makes closure 
possible and some measure of justice tangible for people 
whose voices have been silenced for far too long,” the 
group said in a statement.

Schol, in a press release, joined in looking forward to 
a final agreement.

“I am confident that everyone working together with 
the BSA will be able to address the remaining issues so 
that survivors will be fairly compensated and 1 million 
young people will continue to participate in Scouting.”

(Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist News.)

CHURCH’S PART OF BSA BANKRUPTCY APPROVED

NCJ COMMITTEE CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

UMNews Photo by E Julu Swen 
The United Methodist Church’s episcopal residence in Monrovia, Liberia, will be turned over to the United Methodist University’s Graduate 
School of Professional Studies. 

Photo by Mike DuBose, UM News
A judge has given partial approval to the Boy Scouts of America’s sex abuse-related bankruptcy reorganization, including a $30 million 
United Methodist contribution to a fund for abuse survivors. United Methodist congregations have long been partners of the BSA. 

Episcopal residence decommissioned for educational use in Liberia

BY JOEY BUTLER
UZHHOROD, Ukraine (UM News)  – Oksana’s hands 

shake as she scrolls through her phone, looking for the 
photo. It’s an image familiar to the world by now: the ruined 
facade of a bombed building. This particular building is in 
Kharkiv.

She points to an empty space a few floors from the 
top, saying, “We just bought this apartment. My home is 
destroyed.”

Now, Oksana lives with about 40 others in a Soviet-
era building that once housed a newspaper and book 
publisher, converted to a hostel operated by several religious 
organizations for Ukrainians displaced by the war. The 
United Methodist Church in Ukraine has living quarters on 
two floors and a clothes closet on the ground floor.

Uzhhorod, where the hostel is located, is a town 
in western Ukraine near the Hungarian and Slovakian 
borders. It has not seen any fighting since Russia invaded 
the country, making it a safe haven for people fleeing areas 
of conflict. Since the war began, the town’s population has 
roughly doubled.

The Rev. Yulia Starodubets and her husband, the Rev. 
Oleg Starodubets, were serving The United Methodist 
Church in Kyiv when Russia invaded Ukraine. They are now 
working in western Ukraine to help evacuees.

“From the first days of the war, it was our goal to find 
secure places for our people,” Yulia Starodubets said.

She said before the church had any shelters set up — 
now there are three — members formed a network of people 
willing to take evacuees into their own homes or find places 
to house them.

At first, they would go daily to the train station to meet 
incoming evacuees. Now, there are social media pages set 

up so people may learn about the United Methodist shelters 
before they even leave their area.

“In first days of the war, we had about 200 people; now 
(it’s) about 100,” Yulia Starodubets said.

“Many go back to places if the fighting has moved.”
The Rev. Alla Vuksta, pastor of Kamyanitsa United 

Methodist Church near Uzhhorod, opened up her church 
and parsonage.

“In our house, we give all the rooms to refugees,” she 
said. “Those people have nothing to go back to. They asked, 

‘How long can we stay with you?’ and we said, ‘As long as you 
want.’”

In addition to the hostel, the Ukrainian church operates a 
shelter in part of Onokivtsi Secondary School.

Another Oksana from Kharkiv lives in a classroom with 
her husband and four of their five children. Their 18-year-old 
daughter stayed behind to care for Oksana’s father.

Oksana said her house had not been harmed, but they 
left due to the constant bombings, which frightened her 
younger children.

She said she’s thankful for the children’s programs 
offered by the shelter, such as physical activities and 

sightseeing.
“The kids need comfort because they heard all the 

explosions,” she said.
Alexandre fled the Donetsk region with his daughter 

and her four children. Due to a lost passport, he was unable 
to accompany the rest of the family, who wound up in the 
Netherlands. The family has no means to come back to get 
him, so the shelter has contacted the embassy and is trying to 
help him recover his documents.

Most of the evacuees are mothers with children. Like 

Ukraine aid by the numbers
The United Methodist Committee on Relief has provided 
support throughout Europe for Ukrainians displaced by the 
war including $1 million in medical supplies, 75,000 meals in 
the Odessa region and more than 120 shelters. 

To donate, give to UMCOR’s International Disaster 
Response and Recovery fund, Advance #982450.

UMNews photo by Mike DuBose
United Methodist Bishop Christian Alsted and the Rev. 
Yulia Starodubets pray with Oksanaa, who fled her home in 
northeastern Ukraine after the Russian military destroyed 
her apartment building. Oksana told Alsted that there is 
nothing left there to return to. She is staying in a former 
Soviet printing plant turned shelter in Uzhhorod, Ukraine.

UKRAINE CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

BISHOP QUIRE
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5 OVERLOOKED AREAS THAT 
KILL YOUR CHURCH’S GENEROSITY

BY JIM SHEPPARD
CEO-Principal of Generis 

Churches are starting to find their way toward the 
next season as the worst of the pandemic seems to subside.

However, as church leaders begin to navigate other 
new realities, we have to think through our priorities.

In this season, we can’t lose our passion for 
generosity in the church. Biblically rooted generosity 
and stewardship are an integral part of the disciple-
making process and the foundation of mission impact 
and ministry growth.

Here are five generosity killers we have observed in 
churches:

#1: NO ONE KNOWS YOUR  
      GIVING JOURNEY

Generous churches are led by generous pastors. 
Having watched generosity in the church for as long as we 
have, this is clear. And the only way your people will know 
about your generosity journey is if you share your story.

Many pastors have not shared their giving stories. 
Or, if they have, they have not shared it recently and 
have stopped talking about it. We get it; many things fell 
by the wayside during the pandemic season. But what if 
this was a reset moment for you as a pastor?

If Jesus talked about money and possessions more 
than any other topic other than the Kingdom of God, it 
likely means He knew what an issue it would be for us. 
It was an issue then. It is an issue 2,000+ years later.

The money God has placed under our management 
can potentially steal our hearts.

When pastors share their generosity journey and 
the challenges of handling money God’s way, people are 
moved to recognize that it can be — and likely is — an 
issue for them. They see a fellow pilgrim who is making 
progress in this area of the Christian life.

This transparency in your stewardship journey can 
inspire your congregation in their own journey while 
also further normalizing the giving conversation.

#2: YOU’VE LEFT YOUR OFFERING  
      MOMENT ON AUTO-PILOT

The offering moment is one of the single best 
ways to teach your people about God’s view of money 
and possessions. Every week in the worship gathering, 
churches have the opportunity to set the tone for their 
culture of giving and generosity.

And yet, for far too many churches, the offering 
moment is on auto-pilot and falls flat. This moment 
misses the focus and intentionality of the other 
segments in the worship service. This became especially 
true during the pandemic season when many churches 
that passed an offering plate or basket needed to stop 
doing so.

Online giving became the normal and primary 
mode of giving. But, it evolved into an awkward 
moment for churches that were accustomed to passing 
the plate. “OK, now what do we do?”

The offering moment became transactional: “Here 
is how you can give to our church.” There is nothing 
inherently wrong with this; communicating ways to give is 
important. However, if you are only providing instructions 
on how, you’ve missed the opportunity for significant 
transformation in the life of the Christ-follower. Take the 
moment to intentionally teach biblical generosity and 
enhance disciple-making in your church. Online giving is 
here to stay, so we’ve got to get this one right.

Let’s focus on one key idea: Giving TO versus 
giving FROM.

Giving TO my church versus giving FROM a 
transformed, surrendered heart. As church leaders, 

when we communicate with our people about giving 
and generosity, the conversation tends to revolve around 
giving TO my church. Giving TO our ongoing ministry. 
Giving TO our next building project.

That’s all well and good, but what if we framed it 
differently?

Don’t misread this. We’re not saying to ignore the 
perspective of giving TO, rather we’re emphasizing the 
perspective of giving FROM.

What if we emphasized that giving and generosity 
are the outgrowth of a transformed, surrendered heart?

This shift can take our disciple-making to another 
level. When Christ-followers can get the money and 
possessions part of their journey right, it is a significant 
maturity step in Christian life.

#3: YOUR QUARTERLY GIVING  
      STATEMENTS LACK INTENTIONALITY

The quarterly giving statement is a highly 
recommended “two-for-one” in giver communication 
strategy.

It is an excellent opportunity to celebrate ministry 
impact.

It’s a quarterly reminder to your giver of their 
contributions thus far.

Most major church management systems (CMS) can 
easily produce a report; however, those autogenerated 
giving statements can be sterile. While you can send 
that CMS-produced statement as is, we suggest you 
resist that temptation and instead take the opportunity 
to cast vision and communicate the impact your church 
is having in your community and beyond.

Vision and mission drifts, even in the best of 
churches. People need to be reminded, encouraged, and 
inspired. The quarterly giving statement is the perfect 
time and place to do just that. When your church is 
living out its vision, there is impact and opportunity to 
celebrate.

Oftentimes, givers miss hearing the stories of life-
change happening in and through the church. Let your 
givers know that their gifts make that possible. Keep 
them from wondering where their giving is going, and 
instead bring them into the celebration of how God is 
moving within your ministry, community, and beyond.

Use photos from recent community outreach events 
and student camps, drawings from your kids’ ministries, 
renderings of that new facility — anything that can show 
them how their generosity makes ministry possible.

The quarterly giving statement is an excellent 
opportunity for those stories. Here’s a free resource to 
help you rethink your quarterly giving statement strategy.

#4: YOU’RE IGNORING YOUR  
      FIRST-TIME GIVERS

When a person gives for the first time, it is not a 
small action for them. In many cases, when you see the 
first gift, it may not be the first gift to your church. They 
may have made a few anonymous cash gifts. But, now 
they are giving in a way that allows you to know who 
they are.

This is a perfect time to let them know how much 
you appreciate the gift. Send them a note. It doesn’t have 
to be an elaborate communication. It’s a moment for 
you to thank them and let them know how much the 
church appreciates their gift.

Our tendency is to think that people don’t want to 
be recognized when they make their first gift to your 
church. But the reality is, that people really appreciate 
it. They want to be thanked and recognized. It sends the 
message that you see them and are not taking their gift 
for granted.

Another great time to connect with and recognize 
first-time givers is during the offering moment.

Here are two ways:
Regularly invite attendees to begin their generosity 

journey. It’s as simple as saying, “If you have not 
started your giving journey, today could be the day.” 
Be sure to have your team available to talk through any 
questions and ensure new givers have a fundamental 
understanding of giving and tithing.

Every couple of months, share how many people 
gave for the first time last month. “Friends, this 
morning, as you give, I want to thank the 17 people 
who gave last month for the first time to our church!” 
Celebrate it! Because what you celebrate, you accelerate!

If you want to know more, here’s a resource on engaging 
with first-time givers. You can also watch this short video on 
the importance of recognizing first-time givers.

#5: YOU DON’T LOOK AT YOUR DATA
Churches generally have a good grasp of these two 

financial stats: how much was given and how much 
we spent. But many of those same churches overlook 
significant opportunities by diving deeper into their 
giving data. These metrics are important markers of the 
life of your church.

Your decisions may be more anecdotal than data-
driven by not regularly going “under the hood” and 
getting a complete picture of your church’s financial 
reality. However, when you periodically review your 
data and have clarity around giving trends and cash 
flow, you can make a game plan for your ministry with 
confidence.

But most importantly: Giving issues are pastoral 
issues.

If we believe our giving to God is a spiritual matter 
and not a financial one, then the giving data tells us 
much about the spiritual lives of our people.It will 
uncover what is happening in the lives of your church 
community, creating pastoral care opportunities.

People who are flourishing in their giving tend to 
be thriving in other areas in their lives — let’s come 
alongside them and celebrate that.

The reverse is often true as well. When the data 
suggests someone is struggling in their giving, see that 
as a signal for pastoral care. Check-in with them, see 
how things are going, pray for them, encourage them, 
and help them with their giving journey when needed.

There is a multitude of reasons why giving patterns 
change. Don’t miss the moment to show up for your 
givers and connect with them.

Pay attention to your data, begin to measure what 
matters in your church, and use data to help you make 
better decisions and make deeper connections. Data is 
likely the most significant untapped tool in your church.

So if you see any of these generosity killers in your 
church, make it a priority to deal with them.

Unfortunately, they’re often silent, and their fallout 
can be devastating.

However, you can transform these generosity killers 
into generosity accelerators by prioritizing these areas 
and taking action.

The season ahead is an opportunity to reset key 
areas of your ministry, engage your church community, 
connect with your givers, and prioritize a culture of 
generosity and stewardship.

(Reprinted from https://careynieuwhof.com. Generis 
(https://www.generis.com) exists to help churches, 
Christian schools, and faith-based nonprofit organiza-
tions weave a culture of generosity into the very fabric of 
who they are.)

5 Faulty Assumptions about the Future Church
BY CAREY NIEUWHOF

As you know, it ’s been a tough time to lead in the church 
over the last few years.

What makes it even harder, though, is if you’re leading 
with a set of false assumptions about the future.

False assumptions are challenging enough in life. 
Thinking a hike in the woods is going to be easy, and 
then discovering it ’s really difficult and takes you three 
times as long as you forecasted can create more than a 
few challenges, not the least of which is that you end up 
feeling discouraged.

It ’s better to know it will be difficult and find it a bit easier 
than it is to think things will be easy and find them super 
challenging.

What’s true in life is especially true in leadership.

And that said, I keep hearing and seeing more than a few 
church leaders working off a set of assumptions that, in 
all likelihood, aren’t going to pan out.

Think of this as a companion piece to my 2022 Disruptive 
Church Trends post.

If you get your assumptions right as a church leader, the 
future should be a lot easier than if you get them wrong.

1. WHAT WORKED BEFORE IS  
   GOING TO WORK AGAIN
Crisis is both a revealer and an accelerator.

The crisis of the last few years has done two things for 
every church and business. It ’s revealed what’s working 
and what isn’t. And it ’s sped up the consequences of both.

While a few churches have seen rapid growth during the 
crisis, most churches are still hovering between 30 and 
70 percent of their 2019 attendance.

I shared this survey by FACT  in the 2022 Church Trends 
post, but let’s  look at it again in a new light.

A survey of over 15,000 churches conducted just before 
COVID hit shows that between 2000 and 2020, median 
church service attendance dropped from 137 people to 65.

The updated graph will probably show an even more 
precipitous decline.

So what’s the insight?

Because crisis both reveals and accelerates, perhaps 
you’re seeing today what your church would have looked 
like in 2030. The longer your church has been fully open 
for in-person services, the more true that is.

As sobering as that might be, perhaps it ’s a gift.

If the old approach hasn’t been working for 20 years, the 
accelerated decline can be a gift to help you see that a 
new approach is needed.

If the old approach never led to renewal, trying harder 
won’t bring about different results no matter how hard 
you try.

And if the old model of church wasn’t working before, it ’s 
probably not going to work again, no matter how sincere 
you are, how loudly you shout it, or how desperate you feel.

Perhaps the time has finally come for church leaders to 
double down on the mission and experiment with the method.

2. THE BUILDING WILL BE  
    THE CENTER OF MINISTRY
At the heart of the broken approach to church is our 
reliance on buildings as the focal point of all ministry.

What if the church has left the building? What if it ’s 
actually that deep?

And by left the building, I don’t mean that the church has 
abandoned gathering. In the future, gathering might be more 
decentralized, more small-group-based, and more distributed.

Somehow, somewhere, the church fell into the 
assumption for the church to meet, it has to be in a 
building owned or leased by the church.

And that usually means seating people in rows, not 
circles, where dialogue isn’t really encouraged.

As your church reopened after COVID, you’re still both 
shocked and frustrated by the surprisingly low return-to-
church attendance trends in your facility.

What if the people you’re missing haven’t left your 
church? What if they’ve just left your building? (Here’s 
more on why people aren’t coming back to church.)

Please hear what I’m saying: some former churchgoers 
are gone for good. No question.

But most Christians who are not returning to church are 
not leaving Christianity. They may not even be leaving 
your church.

They’re just not coming back to the building, and 
perhaps they won’t even after the pandemic is a distant 
memory.

I’m not saying this is good (I don’t like it either). I am saying 
it ’s, in all likelihood, real. Leaders who cooperate with reality 
tend to do far better than those who compete with it.

Here’s what’s critical. The mission isn’t dead. But the 
methods might be.

What if the building as a method is getting in the way of 
the church as a mission?

3. YOU DON’T NEED TO TAKE ONLINE  
    MINISTRY THAT SERIOUSLY
The rallying cry of “everybody get back to the building” 
that so many pastors have shouted over the last year or 
more still surprises me.

Accompanying that is a consistent dismissal that online 
is an essential component to ministry—that a website, 
live stream, and social media presence is enough. And 
that it ’s just fine to underfund all three and relegate them 
to the middle of someone’s job description.

Too many churches have a Web1 presence as Web2 
peaks, and Web3 emerges, yet still wonder why they 
can’t reach people.

Most churches still spend between 90 and 99 percent of 
their budget on in-person ministry in an era where fewer 
people show up for in-person ministry than ever.

Please hear me: I think you need to do in-person ministry 
exceptionally well (in fact, in-person ministry needs 
to become more personal—see Trend 6 in these 2022 
Church Trends).

But to spend a tiny fraction of your time and resources 
online connecting with people, starting conversations, 
and disciplining them is a significant missed opportunity.

Sometimes online conversations and ministries will lead 
to in-person conversations. Sometimes they won’t.

But the point is everyone you want to reach is online. 
If you miss the Internet, you miss them and all the 
opportunity that comes with it.

4. THE FUTURE WILL BE LINEAR
There was a season in leadership from the 1980s 
through the mid-2010s where leadership was more 
straightforward because progress (in both technology 
and society) was linear.

There were a few recessions and setbacks along the 
way, but it was usually only a matter of time until things 
started moving forward again. While that wasn’t true in 
every organization, it was culturally true.

The mid-2010s ushered in the first waves of instability 
(division, deeper partisanship, rage, and the serious 
questioning of institutions and disruption of the patterns 
we knew and had come to trust).

The pandemic and ensuing global crisis accelerated the 
destabilization even further.

Many experts predict the future will be unpredictable 
(how’s that for a prediction?). The future will be less 
linear, more unstable, and more complex beyond 
anything we’ve led through.

(Mark Sayers has some profound insights on “disruption 
as the new normal” at: https://youtu.be/qPB2krq6FTA )

Thinking the future will be linear and predictable only 
sets you up for more heartbreak and anger.

You know the old joke – the secret to happiness is low 
expectations.

Having lower expectations for the future and embracing 
the probability of instability will better prepare you to lead.

Agile leaders and organizations thrive in periods of rapid 
change, and if you’re ready for it, you can be one of those 
leaders and one of those congregations.

5. RUNNING REALLY HARD IS  
    THE ONLY WAY TO FIX THIS
So many leaders have been running so hard for so long, 
grinding under the false hope that the next vacation/new 
season/new year will bring new hope.

Guess what? It hasn’t. And it won’t.

Which leaves you with the gaping question: how long 
can you run at this pace?

For most leaders, the meter expired months or years 
ago. And that leaves you exhausted, looking ahead at an 
impossible future.

Exhaustion is the gateway drug to terrible decision-
making, moral failure, burnout, ineffectiveness, and 
honestly, more of the same. Why? Well, running at an 
unsustainable pace will leave you too tired to think 
about innovation and without the energy to dare, risk, or 
execute.

This has to be the moment for you to slow down—to find 
a sustainable pace.

It ’s no shock that one of the first casualties of working too 
hard is a loss of creativity. As Adam Grant has pointed 
out, great ideas take time and margin to develop and 
often involve experimentation and failure.

And most importantly, creativity is linked to slowing 
down and creating space for the creative process to 
ferment and grow (Adam’s 2016 TED talk would be good 
therapy right now, by the way).

Running hard indefinitely isn’t the way to fix a problem—
it’s actually the way to break you.

(Carey Nieuwhof is a best-selling leadership author, 
speaker, podcaster, former attorney, and church planter. He 
hosts one of today’s most influential leadership podcasts, 
and his online content is accessed by leaders over 1.5 
million times a month. He speaks to leaders around the 
world about leadership, change, and personal growth.)

Source: 2020 Faith Communities Today survey. Hartford Institute for Religion Research
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RECEIPTS AS OF JUNE 30, 2022*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 50% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

CACHE RIVER DISTRICT       
Anna UMC $3,210 50% $1,578 50% $4,788 50%
Belknap UMC $618 50% $306 50% $924 50%
Benton First UMC $6,020 42% $2,960 42% $8,980 42%
Broughton UMC $540 50% $264 50% $804 50%
Cache Chapel UMC $912 50% $450 50% $1,362 50%
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Carbondale First UMC $26,208 50% $12,882 50% $39,090 50%
Carbondale Grace UMC $1,500 10% $1,500 20% $3,000 13%
Carmi Emmanuel UMC $4,580 42% $2,250 42% $6,830 42%
Carmi First UMC $4,200 38% $1,800 33% $6,000 36%
Carrier Mills First UMC $6,090 50% $2,994 50% $9,084 50%
Carterville First UMC $3,730 42% $1,835 42% $5,565 42%
Cave In Rock UMC $835 42% $410 42% $1,245 42%
Cedar Grove UMC $3,684 50% $1,812 50% $5,496 50%
Concord UMC $642 50% $318 50% $960 50%
Crab Orchard UMC $1,320 50% $648 50% $1,968 50%
Creal Springs UMC $1,494 50% $732 50% $2,226 50%
Cross and Flame Ministries UMC $2,500 9% $2,500 18% $5,000 12%
Cross Road UMC $1,926 50% $948 50% $2,874 50%
Crossville UMC $4,944 50% $2,430 50% $7,374 50%
Cypress UMC $366 50% $180 50% $546 50%
Dahlgren UMC $834 50% $408 50% $1,242 50%
DuQuoin UMC $3,847 42% $2,538 57% $6,386 47%
Eddyville UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Eldorado First UMC $3,480 50% $1,710 50% $5,190 50%
Energy UMC $456 25% $225 25% $681 25%
Enfield UMC $864 50% $426 50% $1,290 50%
Equality UMC $636 33% $312 33% $948 33%
Fountain UMC $588 50% $288 50% $876 50%
Galatia UMC $101 9% $49 9% $150 9%
Glendale UMC $1,608 50% $792 50% $2,400 50%
Golconda First UMC $2,022 50% $996 50% $3,018 50%
Goreville UMC $4,878 50% $2,400 50% $7,278 50%
Grand Tower UMC $786 50% $384 50% $1,170 50%
Greenwood UMC $1,494 50% $732 50% $2,226 50%
Harrisburg First UMC $12,558 50% $6,174 50% $18,732 50%
Herrin UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Johnston City UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Jonesboro UMC $792 50% $390 50% $1,182 50%
Joppa UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Karnak UMC $1,794 50% $882 50% $2,676 50%
Luther's Chapel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Macedonia UMC $420 50% $204 50% $624 50%
Marion Aldersgate UMC $25,596 50% $12,582 50% $38,178 50%
Marion First UMC $8,376 50% $4,116 50% $12,492 50%
Maunie UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
McHenry UMC $1,746 50% $858 50% $2,604 50%
McLeansboro First UMC $8,004 50% $3,936 50% $11,940 50%
Metropolis First UMC $12,696 50% $6,240 50% $18,936 50%
Mounds UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Mount Moriah UMC $564 50% $276 50% $840 50%
New Burnside UMC $840 50% $414 50% $1,254 50%
Norris City UMC $5,466 50% $2,688 50% $8,154 50%
Olive Branch UMC $1,602 50% $786 50% $2,388 50%
Olmsted UMC $966 50% $474 50% $1,440 50%
Pinckneyville UMC $8,430 50% $4,146 50% $12,576 50%
Pittsburg UMC $384 50% $192 50% $576 50%
Pleasant Grove UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Powers UMC $1,314 50% $648 50% $1,962 50%
Raleigh UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Ridgway UMC $375 42% $185 42% $560 42%
Rosiclare UMC $2,280 100% $1,116 100% $3,396 100%
Royalton UMC $1,104 50% $546 50% $1,650 50%
Sesser First UMC $2,160 50% $1,062 50% $3,222 50%
Shawneetown Emmanuel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Shiloh UMC $840 50% $414 50% $1,254 50%
Stiritz UMC $1,158 50% $570 50% $1,728 50%
Sunfield UMC $4,561 51% $2,241 51% $6,802 51%
Tate's Chapel UMC $1,035 42% $510 42% $1,545 42%
Taylor UMC $900 50% $444 50% $1,344 50%
Valier UMC $612 50% $300 50% $912 50%
Vergennes Faith UMC $198 7% $98 7% $296 7%
Vergennes Wesley UMC $1,518 50% $744 50% $2,262 50%
Vienna UMC $4,835 42% $2,375 42% $7,210 42%
Walnut Grove UMC $426 50% $210 50% $636 50%
Ware UMC $792 50% $390 50% $1,182 50%
Webb's Chapel UMC $534 50% $264 50% $798 50%
Wesley Chapel UMC $654 50% $324 50% $978 50%
Wesley Chapel UMC $480 30% $270 35% $750 32%
West Eden UMC $438 50% $216 50% $654 50%
West Frankfort Antioch UMC $1,404 50% $690 50% $2,094 50%
West Frankfort Central UMC $594 50% $294 50% $888 50%
West Frankfort Trinity UMC $12,654 50% $6,222 50% $18,876 50%
Wolf Lake UMC $912 50% $450 50% $1,362 50%
Zeigler UMC $1,130 42% $555 42% $1,685 42%
Zion UMC $1,596 50% $786 50% $2,382 50%

Cache River District TOTALS $231,651 43% $116,340 44% $347,991 43%

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT       
Altamont First UMC $5,150 42% $2,535 42% $7,685 42%
Asbury UMC $354 50% $174 50% $528 50%
Beecher City UMC $1,794 50% $882 50% $2,676 50%
Brownstown UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Casey UMC $10,510 42% $5,165 42% $15,675 42%
Charleston Wesley UMC $19,035 42% $9,355 42% $28,390 42%
Coffeen UMC $1,320 50% $648 50% $1,968 50%
Cottonwood UMC $781 50% $383 50% $1,164 50%
Cowden UMC $1,752 50% $864 50% $2,616 50%
Dogwood Prairie UMC $3,144 50% $1,548 50% $4,692 50%
Dunlap UMC $594 50% $294 50% $888 50%
Effingham Centenary UMC $16,800 50% $8,256 50% $25,056 50%
Emmanuel UMC $774 50% $378 50% $1,152 50%
Etna UMC $345 25% $168 25% $513 25%
Falmouth UMC $1,044 50% $510 50% $1,554 50%
Fillmore UMC $725 42% $360 42% $1,085 42%
Flat Rock UMC $1,782 50% $876 50% $2,658 50%
Fourth Street UMC $888 33% $436 33% $1,324 33%
Funkhouser UMC $414 50% $204 50% $618 50%
Gaskill UMC $486 50% $240 50% $726 50%
Grandview UMC $655 42% $320 42% $975 42%
Greenup UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Harmon UMC $310 42% $150 42% $460 42%
Harvest UMC $693 25% $342 25% $1,035 25%
Herrick UMC $996 50% $492 50% $1,488 50%
Hillsboro UMC $5,240 42% $2,575 42% $7,815 42%
Humboldt UMC $1,722 50% $846 50% $2,568 50%
Hume UMC $2,076 100% $1,020 100% $3,096 100%
Hutsonville UMC $918 50% $450 50% $1,368 50%
Irving UMC $786 50% $390 50% $1,176 50%
Kansas UMC $1,605 42% $790 42% $2,395 42%
Kedron UMC $1,014 50% $498 50% $1,512 50%
Kirk Chapel UMC $134 12% $66 12% $200 12%
Lakewood UMC $1,728 50% $852 50% $2,580 50%
Lerna UMC $1,009 76% $491 76% $1,500 76%
Marshall Armstrong UMC $4,914 50% $2,412 50% $7,326 50%
Marshall Asbury UMC $222 50% $108 50% $330 50%
Marshall Emmanuel UMC $2,388 50% $1,176 50% $3,564 50%
Marshall First UMC $12,036 50% $5,916 50% $17,952 50%
Marshall Trinity UMC $2,990 42% $1,470 42% $4,460 42%
Martinsville UMC $1,935 42% $950 42% $2,885 42%
Mattoon First UMC $9,390 42% $4,615 42% $14,005 42%
Mode UMC $582 50% $288 50% $870 50%
Montrose UMC $930 50% $456 50% $1,386 50%
Morrisonville UMC $2,286 50% $1,122 50% $3,408 50%
Mount Carmel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Neoga Grace UMC $3,940 42% $1,935 42% $5,875 42%
Newton Grace UMC $4,728 50% $2,322 50% $7,050 50%
Nokomis UMC $4,890 50% $2,406 50% $7,296 50%
Oak Ridge UMC $498 50% $246 50% $744 50%
Oakland UMC $990 50% $486 50% $1,476 50%
Oblong Central UMC $4,356 50% $2,142 50% $6,498 50%
Oblong Evangelical UMC $5,496 50% $2,700 50% $8,196 50%
Oliver UMC $744 50% $366 50% $1,110 50%
Palestine First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Palestine Grace UMC $540 42% $265 42% $805 42%
Paris First UMC $7,380 38% $3,618 38% $10,998 38%
Paris Otterbein UMC $3,295 42% $1,620 42% $4,915 42%
Patton UMC $990 50% $486 50% $1,476 50%
Pearl Chapel UMC $1,476 50% $726 50% $2,202 50%
Pleasant Valley UMC $372 50% $180 50% $552 50%
Robinson First UMC $14,868 50% $7,308 50% $22,176 50%
Robinson Otterbein UMC $818 9% $402 9% $1,220 9%
Saint Elmo First UMC $839 13% $662 21% $1,500 15%
Salem UMC $2,250 50% $1,104 50% $3,354 50%
Salem UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Scottland UMC $762 50% $372 50% $1,134 50%
Seed Chapel UMC $1,608 50% $792 50% $2,400 50%
Shelbyville First UMC $8,160 50% $4,014 50% $12,174 50%
Shumway UMC $1,890 50% $930 50% $2,820 50%
Stewardson UMC $1,668 50% $822 50% $2,490 50%
Strasburg UMC $2,628 100% $1,296 100% $3,924 100%
Sugar Grove UMC $1,596 50% $786 50% $2,382 50%
Toledo UMC $3,336 100% $1,632 100% $4,968 100%
Trinity Chapel UMC $1,014 50% $498 50% $1,512 50%
Vandalia Haley Chapel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Vermilion UMC $2,664 50% $1,308 50% $3,972 50%
Washington UMC $822 50% $402 50% $1,224 50%
Watson UMC $2,636 33% $1,296 33% $3,932 33%
Wesley Chapel UMC $792 50% $390 50% $1,182 50%
West Liberty UMC $936 50% $456 50% $1,392 50%
Westfield UMC $3,378 50% $1,662 50% $5,040 50%
Willow Hill UMC $1,260 50% $618 50% $1,878 50%
Witt UMC $2,293 75% $1,129 75% $3,422 75%
Woodbury UMC $738 50% $360 50% $1,098 50%
Zion Hill UMC $1,320 50% $648 50% $1,968 50%
Zion UMC $2,580 50% $1,266 50% $3,846 50%
Zion UMC $1,230 50% $606 50% $1,836 50%

Embarras River District TOTALS $226,032 45% $111,327 45% $337,359 45%

C O N F E R E N C E
A P P O R T I O N M E N T S
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District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT 
Bartonville UMC $4,086 50% $2,010 50% $6,096 50%
Blue Ridge UMC $1,266 50% $624 50% $1,890 50%
Boyd's Grove UMC $1,422 50% $702 50% $2,124 50%
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC $1,652 38% $716 33% $2,368 36%
Brimfield UMC $822 50% $402 50% $1,224 50%
Canton South Park UMC $1,605 42% $790 42% $2,395 42%
Canton Wesley UMC $20,595 42% $10,125 42% $30,720 42%
Chillicothe First UMC $11,100 50% $5,454 50% $16,554 50%
Crossroads UMC $48,504 50% $23,844 50% $72,348 50%
Cuba UMC $1,975 42% $970 42% $2,945 42%
Deer Creek UMC $972 50% $480 50% $1,452 50%
Delavan UMC $6,144 50% $3,024 50% $9,168 50%
Dunlap Prospect UMC $10,019 45% $4,926 45% $14,945 45%
East Peoria First UMC $12,498 50% $6,144 50% $18,642 50%
Eureka UMC $2,970 20% $1,530 21% $4,500 20%
Farmington UMC $2,080 42% $1,020 42% $3,100 42%
Glasford UMC $4,902 50% $2,412 50% $7,314 50%
Green Valley First UMC $740 42% $365 42% $1,105 42%
Hanna City UMC $4,360 83% $2,150 83% $6,510 83%
Henry UMC $3,678 50% $1,806 50% $5,484 50%
Kewanee First UMC $9,870 42% $4,855 42% $14,725 42%
Kingston Mines UMC $2,112 50% $1,038 50% $3,150 50%
Lacon Sparland UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
LaFayette UMC $1,180 42% $580 42% $1,760 42%
Laura UMC $1,098 50% $540 50% $1,638 50%
Lewistown UMC $5,916 50% $2,910 50% $8,826 50%
Locust Lane UMC $735 42% $360 42% $1,095 42%
London Mills UMC $2,142 50% $1,056 50% $3,198 50%
Mackinaw UMC $6,555 42% $3,225 42% $9,780 42%
Manito UMC $4,775 42% $2,350 42% $7,125 42%
Maples Mill UMC $2,220 50% $1,092 50% $3,312 50%
Monica UMC $450 50% $222 50% $672 50%
Monterey UMC $1,152 50% $564 50% $1,716 50%
Morton UMC $24,690 50% $12,138 50% $36,828 50%
Mossville UMC $6,978 50% $3,432 50% $10,410 50%
Mount Pleasant UMC $1,164 50% $570 50% $1,734 50%
New Hope UMC $1,176 50% $582 50% $1,758 50%
Norris UMC $372 50% $180 50% $552 50%
Pekin First UMC $18,378 50% $9,036 50% $27,414 50%
Pekin Grace UMC $20,424 50% $10,044 50% $30,468 50%
Peoria Bethel UMC $8,910 50% $4,380 50% $13,290 50%
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC $12,978 50% $6,378 50% $19,356 50%
Peoria First UMC $46,590 50% $22,902 50% $69,492 50%
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC $7,362 50% $3,618 50% $10,980 50%
Peoria Northwest UMC $6,315 42% $3,105 42% $9,420 42%
Peoria University UMC $11,816 33% $5,808 33% $17,624 33%
Princeville UMC $6,924 50% $3,402 50% $10,326 50%
RiversEdge UMC $5,520 50% $2,712 50% $8,232 50%
Sheffield UMC $1,098 50% $540 50% $1,638 50%
Shields' Chapel UMC $1,914 50% $942 50% $2,856 50%
Smithfield Brock UMC $1,365 42% $670 42% $2,035 42%
Toulon UMC $6,348 50% $3,120 50% $9,468 50%
Tremont UMC $11,694 50% $5,748 50% $17,442 50%
Trivoli UMC $2,226 50% $1,092 50% $3,318 50%
Varna UMC $2,574 50% $1,266 50% $3,840 50%
Washburn UMC $1,125 25% $552 25% $1,677 25%
Washington Evangelical UMC $4,170 50% $2,052 50% $6,222 50%
West Jersey UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
White Chapel UMC $1,296 50% $636 50% $1,932 50%
Willow Hill UMC $4,050 13% $1,950 13% $6,000 13%
Wyoming UMC $3,372 50% $1,656 50% $5,028 50%
Zion Evangelical UMC  $1,280 42% $630 42% $1,910 42%

Illinois River District TOTALS $401,704 46% $197,427 46% $599,131 46%

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT
Allerton UMC $876 50% $432 50% $1,308 50%
Arcola UMC $6,894 50% $3,390 50% $10,284 50%
Arthur UMC $6,834 50% $3,360 50% $10,194 50%
Ashkum UMC $1,734 50% $852 50% $2,586 50%
Batestown UMC $1,674 50% $822 50% $2,496 50%
Bellflower UMC $1,308 50% $642 50% $1,950 50%
Bement UMC $4,656 50% $2,286 50% $6,942 50%
Bismarck UMC $2,964 50% $1,458 50% $4,422 50%
Bondville UMC $1,000 33% $0 0% $1,000 22%
Broadlands UMC $2,004 50% $984 50% $2,988 50%
Camargo UMC $2,580 50% $1,272 50% $3,852 50%
Catlin UMC $1,033 8% $508 8% $1,541 8%
Centerville UMC $3,138 50% $1,542 50% $4,680 50%
Champaign Faith UMC $23,796 50% $11,700 50% $35,496 50%
Champaign First UMC $20,220 42% $9,940 42% $30,160 42%
Champaign New Horizon UMC $22,152 50% $10,890 50% $33,042 50%
Chrisman UMC $2,202 50% $1,080 50% $3,282 50%
Cissna Park UMC $2,256 50% $1,110 50% $3,366 50%
Collison UMC $816 50% $402 50% $1,218 50%
Countryside UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Crescent City UMC $1,488 50% $732 50% $2,220 50%
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC $1,410 50% $696 50% $2,106 50%
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC $2,694 50% $1,326 50% $4,020 50%
Danville First UMC $1,775 29% $872 29% $2,646 29%
Danville Saint James UMC $24,228 50% $11,910 50% $36,138 50%

Donovan UMC $1,890 50% $930 50% $2,820 50%
Fairmount UMC $770 42% $380 42% $1,150 42%
Fairview UMC $648 50% $318 50% $966 50%
Farmer City UMC $3,750 50% $1,842 50% $5,592 50%
Fisher UMC $3,684 50% $1,812 50% $5,496 50%
Fithian UMC $3,162 50% $1,554 50% $4,716 50%
Georgetown UMC $1,494 50% $732 50% $2,226 50%
Gibson City UMC $4,680 25% $2,301 25% $6,981 25%
Gifford UMC $1,326 50% $654 50% $1,980 50%
Gilman UMC $630 10% $600 19% $1,230 13%
Hebron UMC $624 50% $306 50% $930 50%
Hindsboro UMC $1,110 50% $900 82% $2,010 61%
Homer UMC $3,915 42% $1,925 42% $5,840 42%
Hoopeston UMC $4,320 50% $2,124 50% $6,444 50%
Indianola UMC $659 55% $326 55% $985 55%
Loda UMC $3,472 33% $1,708 33% $5,180 33%
Mahomet UMC $16,716 50% $8,220 50% $24,936 50%
Mansfield UMC $2,158 17% $1,062 17% $3,220 17%
Melvin UMC $3,036 100% $1,488 100% $4,524 100%
Middlefork UMC $2,166 50% $1,062 50% $3,228 50%
Milford UMC $1,692 50% $834 50% $2,526 50%
Mount Vernon UMC $1,650 50% $810 50% $2,460 50%
Murdock UMC $1,572 100% $768 100% $2,340 100%
Newman UMC $2,016 50% $990 50% $3,006 50%
Oakwood UMC $2,184 50% $1,074 50% $3,258 50%
Ogden UMC $2,754 50% $1,356 50% $4,110 50%
Onarga UMC $335 6% $335 11% $670 8%
Paxton First UMC $11,800 67% $5,800 67% $17,600 67%
Pesotum UMC $715 42% $350 42% $1,065 42%
Piper City UMC $970 42% $480 42% $1,450 42%
Quest Grace UMC $12,545 42% $6,165 42% $18,710 42%
Rankin UMC $3,054 50% $1,500 50% $4,554 50%
Rantoul First UMC $6,515 42% $3,205 42% $9,720 42%
Ridge Farm UMC $1,512 50% $744 50% $2,256 50%
Rossville UMC $4,608 50% $2,268 50% $6,876 50%
Sadorus UMC $2,208 100% $1,092 100% $3,300 100%
Saint Joseph UMC $5,868 50% $2,886 50% $8,754 50%
Savoy UMC $14,952 50% $7,350 50% $22,302 50%
Seymour UMC $1,194 50% $588 50% $1,782 50%
Sheldon UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Shiloh UMC $1,080 42% $530 42% $1,610 42%
Sidell UMC $2,802 50% $1,380 50% $4,182 50%
Sullivan First UMC $11,850 50% $5,826 50% $17,676 50%
Tolono UMC $3,918 50% $1,926 50% $5,844 50%
Tuscola UMC $9,894 50% $4,866 50% $14,760 50%
Union Corner UMC $1,356 50% $666 50% $2,022 50%
Urbana First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Urbana Wesley UMC $21,456 50% $10,548 50% $32,004 50%
Villa Grove UMC $6,450 50% $3,168 50% $9,618 50%
Watseka UMC $1,718 11% $1,009 13% $2,726 11%
Weedman UMC $2,058 50% $1,014 50% $3,072 50%
Weldon UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Wellington UMC $725 42% $355 42% $1,080 42%
White Heath UMC $714 50% $354 50% $1,068 50%
Woodland UMC $732 50% $360 50% $1,092 50%

Iroquois River District TOTALS $342,839 44% $169,046 44% $511,885 44%

KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT
Adams Corner UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Albion First UMC $5,358 50% $2,634 50% $7,992 50%
Allendale UMC $575 18% $283 18% $858 18%
Alma UMC $534 50% $264 50% $798 50%
Asbury Chapel UMC $822 50% $402 50% $1,224 50%
Bellmont UMC $985 42% $485 42% $1,470 42%
Bethel UMC $0 0% $1,002 50% $1,002 17%
Bethel UMC $1,452 50% $714 50% $2,166 50%
Bethel UMC $564 50% $276 50% $840 50%
Beulah UMC $8,526 50% $4,194 50% $12,720 50%
Billett UMC $1,950 42% $955 42% $2,905 42%
Bluford Otterbein UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Boulder UMC $642 50% $312 50% $954 50%
Bridgeport UMC $3,465 42% $1,705 42% $5,170 42%
Brown's Chapel UMC $690 33% $342 33% $1,032 33%
Browns UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Calhoun UMC $980 58% $483 58% $1,463 58%
Centralia First UMC $7,572 50% $3,720 50% $11,292 50%
Chauncey-Landes UMC $532 33% $260 33% $792 33%
Clay City UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Conway UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Cornerstone UMC $3,126 50% $1,536 50% $4,662 50%
Ebenezer North UMC $1,284 50% $630 50% $1,914 50%
Ebenezer Sams UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Enterprise UMC $690 50% $342 50% $1,032 50%
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC $1,296 50% $636 50% $1,932 50%
Fairfield First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Farina UMC $2,502 50% $1,230 50% $3,732 50%
Flora First UMC $7,866 50% $3,864 50% $11,730 50%
Flora Trinity UMC $996 50% $492 50% $1,488 50%
Gilead UMC $756 100% $372 100% $1,128 100%
Golden Gate UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Grayville First UMC $2,832 50% $1,392 50% $4,224 50%
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Harmony UMC $1,950 50% $960 50% $2,910 50%
Hopewell UMC $40 7% $60 21% $100 12%
Ina UMC $930 50% $456 50% $1,386 50%
Iuka UMC $1,530 50% $756 50% $2,286 50%
Johnsonville UMC $786 50% $390 50% $1,176 50%
Kinmundy First UMC $7,548 50% $3,708 50% $11,256 50%
Lancaster UMC $444 50% $222 50% $666 50%
Lawrenceville First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Lawrenceville Zion UMC $1,554 50% $762 50% $2,316 50%
Little Wabash UMC $510 50% $252 50% $762 50%
Louisville UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
May Chapel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC $3,568 19% $2,008 22% $5,576 20%
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC $3,768 50% $1,854 50% $5,622 50%
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC $2,610 50% $1,284 50% $3,894 50%
Mount Vernon First UMC $21,882 50% $10,758 50% $32,640 50%
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC $1,614 50% $792 50% $2,406 50%
Mount Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC $10,398 50% $5,112 50% $15,510 50%
Mount Zion UMC $1,200 25% $591 25% $1,791 25%
Odin UMC $582 50% $288 50% $870 50%
Olney First UMC $10,430 42% $5,130 42% $15,560 42%
Olney Immanuel UMC $2,379 25% $1,170 25% $3,549 25%
Olney Saint Paul UMC $3,601 108% $1,768 108% $5,369 108%
Parkersburg UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Patoka UMC $2,940 50% $1,446 50% $4,386 50%
Petrolia UMC $606 50% $300 50% $906 50%
Pinkstaff UMC $2,262 50% $1,110 50% $3,372 50%
Pleasant Grove - Alma $462 50% $228 50% $690 50%
Pleasant Grove UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Richview UMC $903 25% $444 25% $1,347 25%
Saint Francisville UMC $1,275 42% $625 42% $1,900 42%
Salem Grace UMC $13,224 50% $6,498 50% $19,722 50%
Salem Trinity UMC $3,618 50% $1,776 50% $5,394 50%
Sandoval UMC $2,165 42% $1,065 42% $3,230 42%
Shattuc UMC $2,064 50% $1,014 50% $3,078 50%
Sumner UMC $1,665 25% $819 25% $2,484 25%
Union Chapel UMC $822 50% $408 50% $1,230 50%
Union Chapel UMC $744 50% $366 50% $1,110 50%
Vandalia First UMC $13,824 50% $6,798 50% $20,622 50%
Waltonville UMC $684 50% $336 50% $1,020 50%
Wayne City UMC $1,890 50% $930 50% $2,820 50%
Wesley UMC $1,824 100% $900 100% $2,724 100%
West Salem Zion UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Zion UMC $1,015 42% $500 42% $1,515 42%

Kaskaskia River District TOTALS $185,306 40% $92,409 41% $277,715 40%

LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT 
Arenzville UMC $2,832 50% $1,392 50% $4,224 50%
Ashland UMC $858 50% $420 50% $1,278 50%
Astoria UMC $918 50% $450 50% $1,368 50%
Barry UMC $2,370 42% $1,165 42% $3,535 42%
Batchtown UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Beardstown First UMC $8,484 50% $4,170 50% $12,654 50%
Beverly UMC $924 50% $450 50% $1,374 50%
Bluff Springs UMC $534 50% $264 50% $798 50%
Bluffs UMC $1,308 50% $642 50% $1,950 50%
Brooklyn UMC $564 50% $276 50% $840 50%
Browning UMC $918 75% $450 75% $1,368 75%
Camden UMC $888 50% $438 50% $1,326 50%
Camp Point UMC $5,334 50% $2,622 50% $7,956 50%
Carlinville UMC $6,724 33% $3,304 33% $10,028 33%
Carrollton UMC $936 50% $462 50% $1,398 50%
Carthage First UMC $6,786 50% $3,336 50% $10,122 50%
Centennial Ebenezer UMC $1,331 41% $656 41% $1,987 41%
Christ UMC $4,740 100% $2,328 100% $7,068 100%
Clayton Federated UMC $169 7% $83 7% $252 7%
Columbus UMC $948 50% $468 50% $1,416 50%
Concord UMC $325 42% $160 42% $485 42%
Detroit UMC $2,424 100% $1,188 100% $3,612 100%
Doddsville UMC $882 50% $432 50% $1,314 50%
Durbin UMC $1,338 50% $660 50% $1,998 50%
Ebenezer UMC $330 50% $162 50% $492 50%
Fairview UMC $468 50% $228 50% $696 50%
Franklin UMC $1,404 50% $690 50% $2,094 50%
Girard UMC $3,486 50% $1,710 50% $5,196 50%
Grafton UMC $1,233 75% $603 75% $1,836 75%
Greenfield UMC $3,828 50% $1,884 50% $5,712 50%
Griggsville UMC $1,878 50% $924 50% $2,802 50%
Hamilton UMC $2,526 50% $1,242 50% $3,768 50%
Havana First UMC $8,220 50% $4,038 50% $12,258 50%
Houston UMC $516 33% $252 33% $768 33%
Hull UMC $1,112 33% $548 33% $1,660 33%
Industry UMC $4,626 50% $2,274 50% $6,900 50%
Jacksonville Asbury UMC $462 25% $228 25% $690 25%
Jacksonville Centenary UMC $400 2% $400 3% $800 2%
Jacksonville Grace UMC $11,868 50% $5,832 50% $17,700 50%
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC $10,470 50% $5,148 50% $15,618 50%
Jerseyville UMC $13,374 50% $6,576 50% $19,950 50%
Littleton UMC $1,026 50% $504 50% $1,530 50%
Living Faith UMC $6,198 50% $3,048 50% $9,246 50%

Loraine UMC $2,004 50% $984 50% $2,988 50%
Manchester UMC $702 50% $348 50% $1,050 50%
Modesto UMC $1,134 50% $558 50% $1,692 50%
Mount Sterling First UMC $1,490 17% $732 17% $2,222 17%
Murrayville UMC $5,130 50% $2,520 50% $7,650 50%
Naples UMC $708 50% $348 50% $1,056 50%
New Canton UMC $1,146 50% $564 50% $1,710 50%
New Salem UMC $486 50% $240 50% $726 50%
Oakford UMC $2,436 100% $1,200 100% $3,636 100%
Oxville UMC $540 100% $264 100% $804 100%
Palmyra UMC $1,326 50% $654 50% $1,980 50%
Paloma UMC $966 50% $474 50% $1,440 50%
Payson UMC $2,550 50% $1,254 50% $3,804 50%
Perry UMC $1,740 50% $858 50% $2,598 50%
Peter Cartwright UMC $1,464 50% $720 50% $2,184 50%
Pittsfield UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Pleasant Grove UMC $1,344 50% $660 50% $2,004 50%
Pleasant Hill UMC $1,710 50% $840 50% $2,550 50%
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC $8,040 50% $3,954 50% $11,994 50%
Quincy Union UMC $6,245 42% $3,070 42% $9,315 42%
Quincy Vermont Street UMC $16,578 50% $8,148 50% $24,726 50%
Richfield UMC $744 50% $366 50% $1,110 50%
Rockbridge UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Rosedale UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Rural UMC $1,620 100% $804 100% $2,424 100%
Rushville First UMC $3,000 22% $3,000 45% $6,000 29%
Sheldon's Grove UMC $546 50% $270 50% $816 50%
Sugar Grove UMC $1,032 50% $504 50% $1,536 50%
Virden First UMC $3,270 50% $1,608 50% $4,878 50%
Virginia UMC $5,166 50% $2,538 50% $7,704 50%
Warsaw UMC $1,110 50% $546 50% $1,656 50%
Waverly UMC $3,576 50% $1,758 50% $5,334 50%
Winchester UMC $6,924 50% $3,402 50% $10,326 50%

LaMoine River District TOTALS $210,687 43% $105,293 44% $315,980 44%

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT 
Alton Grace UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Alton Main Street UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Beckemeyer UMC $600 42% $295 42% $895 42%
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC $46,400 42% $22,810 42% $69,210 42%
Belleville Signal Hill UMC $2,009 22% $1,004 22% $3,013 22%
Belleville Union UMC $27,384 50% $13,458 50% $40,842 50%
Benld UMC $1,944 50% $954 50% $2,898 50%
Bethalto UMC $4,593 31% $2,367 32% $6,960 31%
Brighton Saint Paul UMC $1,899 25% $933 25% $2,832 25%
Bunker Hill UMC $652 33% $320 33% $972 33%
Carlyle First UMC $4,624 33% $2,276 33% $6,900 33%
Caseyville UMC $2,760 50% $1,356 50% $4,116 50%
Chester First UMC $3,498 50% $1,716 50% $5,214 50%
Collinsville First UMC $4,145 42% $2,040 42% $6,185 42%
Columbia Bethany UMC $6,420 50% $3,156 50% $9,576 50%
Coulterville UMC $3,228 50% $1,590 50% $4,818 50%
Dorchester UMC $528 50% $258 50% $786 50%
East Alton First UMC $3,000 20% $3,000 40% $6,000 26%
East Saint Louis Trinity UMC $5,436 50% $2,676 50% $8,112 50%
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC $1,250 7% $2,300 26% $3,550 13%
Edwardsville Saint John's UMC $11,628 50% $5,718 50% $17,346 50%
Ellis Grove UMC $720 50% $354 50% $1,074 50%
Elsah UMC $1,290 50% $636 50% $1,926 50%
Fairview Heights Prospect Park UMC $1,104 50% $540 50% $1,644 50%
Gillespie First UMC $3,057 30% $1,503 30% $4,560 30%
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC $9,336 50% $4,590 50% $13,926 50%
Godfrey First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Granite City Dewey Avenue UMC $300 8% $100 6% $400 8%
Granite City Nameoki UMC $6,607 46% $4,163 59% $10,770 50%
Granite City Trinity UMC $1,824 50% $894 50% $2,718 50%
Greenville First UMC $10,836 50% $5,328 50% $16,164 50%
Hartford First UMC $1,120 42% $550 42% $1,670 42%
Highland Hope UMC $9,024 50% $4,440 50% $13,464 50%
Huey UMC $655 42% $320 42% $975 42%
Keyesport UMC $708 50% $348 50% $1,056 50%
Lebanon First UMC $8,582 58% $4,221 58% $12,803 58%
Litchfield Saint Timothy UMC $4,109 58% $2,023 58% $6,132 58%
Marissa UMC $2,220 50% $1,092 50% $3,312 50%
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC $2,450 17% $1,204 17% $3,654 17%
Mascoutah Bethel UMC $1,509 7% $741 7% $2,250 7%
Medora UMC $504 50% $246 50% $750 50%
Mount Olive UMC $0 0% $90 6% $90 2%
Mulberry Grove UMC $300 16% $300 32% $600 21%
Nashville Grace UMC $10,764 50% $5,292 50% $16,056 50%
New Athens UMC $1,674 50% $822 50% $2,496 50%
New Baden UMC $3,006 50% $1,476 50% $4,482 50%
New Palestine UMC $1,044 50% $510 50% $1,554 50%
O'Fallon First UMC $26,610 42% $13,080 42% $39,690 42%
Panama UMC $784 33% $384 33% $1,168 33%
Percy UMC $1,200 50% $588 50% $1,788 50%
Piasa UMC $702 50% $342 50% $1,044 50%
Pocahontas UMC $3,486 50% $1,716 50% $5,202 50%
Preston UMC $128 33% $64 33% $192 33%
Rosewood Heights Saint Paul UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%

RECEIPTS AS OF JUNE 30, 2022*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 50% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.
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RECEIPTS AS OF JUNE 30, 2022*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 50% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

Shiloh UMC $16,920 41% $4,953 25% $21,873 36%
Shipman UMC $1,728 50% $852 50% $2,580 50%
Sorento UMC $630 50% $312 50% $942 50%
Sparta First UMC $8,484 50% $4,170 50% $12,654 50%
Staunton UMC $1,686 50% $828 50% $2,514 50%
Steeleville UMC $2,394 75% $1,179 75% $3,573 75%
Tilden UMC $1,092 50% $540 50% $1,632 50%
Trenton First UMC $7,158 50% $3,522 50% $10,680 50%
Troy UMC $33,250 42% $16,345 42% $49,595 42%
Wanda UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Wood River First UMC $2,695 42% $1,325 42% $4,020 42%
Worden UMC $1,098 50% $540 50% $1,638 50%

Mississippi River District TOTALS $324,785 37% $160,750 38% $485,536 37%

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT
Argenta UMC $2,334 50% $1,146 50% $3,480 50%
Assumption UMC $1,872 50% $918 50% $2,790 50%
Athens UMC $4,425 42% $2,175 42% $6,600 42%
Auburn UMC $900 8% $442 8% $1,342 8%
Beason UMC $1,584 50% $780 50% $2,364 50%
Bethany UMC $705 42% $345 42% $1,050 42%
Bissell UMC $1,560 100% $768 100% $2,328 100%
Blue Mound UMC $4,686 50% $2,304 50% $6,990 50%
Buckeye UMC $1,404 100% $696 100% $2,100 100%
Cantrall UMC $3,000 50% $1,476 50% $4,476 50%
Cerro Gordo UMC $2,544 33% $1,252 33% $3,796 33%
Chatham UMC $15,024 50% $7,386 50% $22,410 50%
Chestnut UMC $708 50% $348 50% $1,056 50%
Cisco UMC $4,032 50% $1,980 50% $6,012 50%
Clinton UMC $10,800 60% $5,306 60% $16,106 60%
Dalton City UMC $1,908 50% $942 50% $2,850 50%
Decatur Christ UMC $3,438 50% $1,692 50% $5,130 50%
Decatur First UMC $22,938 50% $11,274 50% $34,212 50%
Decatur Grace UMC $22,370 38% $10,998 38% $33,368 38%
Decatur Wesley UMC $1,488 50% $732 50% $2,220 50%
Divernon UMC $1,902 50% $936 50% $2,838 50%
Easton UMC $1,824 50% $900 50% $2,724 50%
Edinburg UMC $3,276 50% $1,608 50% $4,884 50%
Elkhart UMC $1,290 50% $636 50% $1,926 50%
Elwin UMC $4,872 50% $2,394 50% $7,266 50%
Fairview UMC $996 50% $492 50% $1,488 50%
Farmersville UMC $444 50% $222 50% $666 50%
Findlay UMC $1,644 50% $810 50% $2,454 50%
Forsyth UMC $6,084 50% $2,988 50% $9,072 50%
Fountain of Life UMC $3,018 50% $1,482 50% $4,500 50%
Garver Brick UMC $2,040 100% $1,008 100% $3,048 100%
Hammond UMC $1,452 50% $714 50% $2,166 50%
Illiopolis UMC $1,380 50% $678 50% $2,058 50%
Island Grove UMC $1,164 50% $570 50% $1,734 50%
LaPlace UMC $1,020 50% $504 50% $1,524 50%
Latham UMC $978 50% $480 50% $1,458 50%
Lincoln First UMC $17,232 50% $8,472 50% $25,704 50%
Loami UMC $978 50% $480 50% $1,458 50%
Long Creek UMC $2,640 50% $1,296 50% $3,936 50%
Lovington UMC $2,040 42% $1,005 42% $3,045 42%
Macon UMC $3,162 50% $1,554 50% $4,716 50%
Maroa UMC $7,062 50% $3,474 50% $10,536 50%
Mason City UMC $217 3% $183 4% $400 3%
McLean UMC $2,660 42% $1,305 42% $3,965 42%
Middletown UMC $1,104 50% $546 50% $1,650 50%
Midland UMC $2,254 50% $1,110 50% $3,364 50%
Monticello UMC $13,806 50% $6,786 50% $20,592 50%
Mount Auburn UMC $858 50% $420 50% $1,278 50%
Mount Pulaski First UMC $1,056 50% $522 50% $1,578 50%
Mount Zion UMC $1,169 8% $575 8% $1,744 8%
Moweaqua UMC $5,406 50% $2,658 50% $8,064 50%
New Holland UMC $3,648 100% $1,800 100% $5,448 100%
Niantic UMC $1,500 39% $0 0% $1,500 26%
Owaneco UMC $654 50% $324 50% $978 50%
Pana UMC $10,212 50% $5,022 50% $15,234 50%
Pawnee UMC $2,958 50% $1,458 50% $4,416 50%
Petersburg UMC $7,674 50% $3,774 50% $11,448 50%
Raymond Community Of Faith UMC $4,020 50% $1,974 50% $5,994 50%
Riverton First UMC $2,496 50% $1,230 50% $3,726 50%
Rochester UMC $12,102 50% $5,952 50% $18,054 50%
San Jose UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Sharon UMC $5,562 50% $2,736 50% $8,298 50%
Sherman UMC $9,745 42% $4,790 42% $14,535 42%
South Fork UMC $1,920 50% $942 50% $2,862 50%
Springfield Asbury UMC $2,705 42% $1,330 42% $4,035 42%
Springfield Cotton Hill UMC $5,244 50% $2,580 50% $7,824 50%
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC $19,992 50% $9,828 50% $29,820 50%
Springfield First UMC $46,632 28% $22,926 28% $69,559 28%
Springfield Grace UMC $7,280 42% $3,580 42% $10,860 42%
Springfield Jerome UMC $1,482 50% $726 50% $2,208 50%
Springfield Kumler UMC $3,186 50% $1,566 50% $4,752 50%
Springfield Laurel UMC $25,740 50% $12,654 50% $38,394 50%
Stonington UMC $3,294 50% $1,620 50% $4,914 50%
Sugar Creek UMC $11,226 50% $5,520 50% $16,746 50%
Taylorville UMC $15,558 50% $7,650 50% $23,208 50%

Thayer UMC $1,782 50% $876 50% $2,658 50%
Warrensburg UMC $1,350 50% $660 50% $2,010 50%
Waynesville UMC $2,754 50% $1,356 50% $4,110 50%
Williamsville UMC $3,438 50% $1,692 50% $5,130 50%
Windsor UMC $2,694 50% $1,326 50% $4,020 50%
Zion Chapel UMC $2,748 50% $1,350 50% $4,098 50%

Sangamon River District TOTALS $422,344 43% $207,011 43% $629,355 43%

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT
Abingdon UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Aledo UMC $7,210 28% $2,171 17% $9,381 25%
Alpha UMC $4,740 50% $2,328 50% $7,068 50%
Annawan Community UMC $543 25% $267 25% $810 25%
Avon UMC $1,926 50% $948 50% $2,874 50%
Biggsville UMC $792 50% $390 50% $1,182 50%
Bishop Hill UMC $1,038 50% $510 50% $1,548 50%
Blandinsville UMC $1,266 50% $624 50% $1,890 50%
Burnside UMC $2,928 100% $1,440 100% $4,368 100%
Bushnell UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Cambridge UMC $6,096 50% $3,000 50% $9,096 50%
Carman UMC $1,704 50% $840 50% $2,544 50%
Church of the Cross UMC $1,602 50% $786 50% $2,388 50%
Colchester UMC $4,968 50% $2,442 50% $7,410 50%
Colona UMC $6,696 50% $3,294 50% $9,990 50%
Dahinda UMC $3,108 50% $1,530 50% $4,638 50%
Douglas UMC $960 50% $474 50% $1,434 50%
Durham UMC $1,344 50% $660 50% $2,004 50%
East Moline Christ Multisite UMC $24,900 50% $12,240 50% $37,140 50%
Eliza Community UMC $972 50% $0  $972 50%
Elmwood UMC $5,202 50% $2,556 50% $7,758 50%
Fairfield UMC $1,056 50% $522 50% $1,578 50%
Fairview Center UMC $5,214 50% $2,562 50% $7,776 50%
Fairview UMC $984 50% $486 50% $1,470 50%
Galesburg Faith UMC $3,432 50% $1,686 50% $5,118 50%
Galesburg First UMC $20,712 50% $10,182 50% $30,894 50%
Galva First UMC $4,266 50% $2,094 50% $6,360 50%
Galva Grace UMC $447 25% $219 25% $666 25%
Geneseo First UMC $26,364 50% $12,960 50% $39,324 50%
Geneseo Grace UMC $10,198 33% $5,013 33% $15,211 33%
Gladstone UMC $1,141 46% $559 46% $1,700 46%
Good Hope UMC $2,706 50% $1,332 50% $4,038 50%
Green River UMC $672 50% $330 50% $1,002 50%
Hampton Grace UMC $1,686 50% $828 50% $2,514 50%
Henderson UMC $775 42% $380 42% $1,155 42%
Hills Grove UMC $636 50% $312 50% $948 50%
Hillsdale UMC $1,500 50% $738 50% $2,238 50%
Hooppole Zion UMC $1,098 50% $540 50% $1,638 50%
Illinois City UMC $2,046 50% $1,008 50% $3,054 50%
Jerusalem UMC $1,608 50% $792 50% $2,400 50%
Joy UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Kirkwood UMC $1,998 50% $984 50% $2,982 50%
Knoxville UMC $3,870 50% $1,902 50% $5,772 50%
Loraine UMC $5,616 50% $2,760 50% $8,376 50%
Macomb Wesley UMC $19,845 42% $9,755 42% $29,600 42%
Maquon UMC $1,810 42% $890 42% $2,700 42%
Maxey Chapel UMC $1,512 50% $744 50% $2,256 50%
Milan Trinity UMC $4,392 50% $2,160 50% $6,552 50%
Mineral UMC $564 50% $276 50% $840 50%
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC $8,496 50% $4,176 50% $12,672 50%
Moline Riverside UMC $18,282 50% $8,988 50% $27,270 50%
Monmouth First UMC $9,950 42% $4,890 42% $14,840 42%
Nauvoo UMC $4,032 100% $1,980 100% $6,012 100%
New Boston UMC $774 50% $378 50% $1,152 50%
New Philadelphia UMC $414 50% $204 50% $618 50%
North Henderson UMC $1,062 50% $522 50% $1,584 50%
Oneida UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Oquawka UMC $960 50% $474 50% $1,434 50%
Orion UMC $5,840 33% $2,872 33% $8,712 33%
Pine Bluff UMC $678 50% $330 50% $1,008 50%
Point Pleasant UMC $300 50% $150 50% $450 50%
Port Byron First UMC $5,580 42% $2,745 42% $8,325 42%
Preemption UMC $3,444 50% $1,692 50% $5,136 50%
Reynolds UMC $5,064 50% $2,490 50% $7,554 50%
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC $9,318 50% $4,578 50% $13,896 50%
Roseville UMC $4,230 50% $2,082 50% $6,312 50%
Smithshire UMC $690 50% $336 50% $1,026 50%
Stronghurst UMC $1,956 50% $960 50% $2,916 50%
Swan Creek UMC $860 42% $425 42% $1,285 42%
Taylor Ridge UMC $1,164 50% $576 50% $1,740 50%
Terre Haute UMC $2,742 50% $1,350 50% $4,092 50%
Victoria UMC $1,270 33% $625 33% $1,895 33%
Viola UMC $2,000 33% $984 33% $2,984 33%
Walnut Grove UMC $1,770 50% $870 50% $2,640 50%
Williamsfield UMC $2,622 50% $1,290 50% $3,912 50%

Spoon River District TOTALS $297,640 45% $144,482 45% $442,122 45%

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT
Aroma Park UMC $930 42% $455 42% $1,385 42%
Atlanta UMC $3,282 50% $1,614 50% $4,896 50%
Bloomington Park UMC $2,940 50% $1,446 50% $4,386 50%
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Blickensderfer retires from IGRC staff 

Disaster response information
BY CURT FRANKLIN
IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach 

SPRINGFIELD – Just as volunteers responded to flooding in the 
Metro-East area of Illinois and the surrounding area, we invite all 
to join us in prayer for communities affected by the destruction. 
As assessments continue, IGRC Disaster Response Ministries 
stands ready to be a source of relief and hope.

For donation to help the affected areas within the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference we encourage you to give to the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference Disaster Response Fund. You can give through 
your local church by designating you offering for Advance Special 
6800 or you can visit the Disaster Response page https://www.igrc.
org/disasterresponse  and click on the Donate button to give online. 

For making a donation for a disaster that is in the United States 
and outside of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference you can give 
to UMCOR US Disaster Response and Recovery. You may do so 
by following this link https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-di-
saster-response-and-recovery.aspx. You may also give through your 
local church by designating your offering for Advance #901670.

C O N F E R E N C E
A P P O R T I O N M E N T S

Bloomington Wesley UMC $45,175 50% $22,205 50% $67,380 50%
Bloomington West Olive Faith UMC $1,692 50% $834 50% $2,526 50%
Bonfield Evangelical UMC $3,540 50% $1,740 50% $5,280 50%
Bourbonnais Grace Community UMC $7,014 50% $3,450 50% $10,464 50%
Braceville UMC $2,064 50% $1,014 50% $3,078 50%
Bradley Evangelical UMC $1,302 50% $642 50% $1,944 50%
Bradley Wesley UMC $5,706 50% $2,808 50% $8,514 50%
Cabery UMC $756 50% $372 50% $1,128 50%
Chatsworth UMC $4,190 83% $2,060 83% $6,250 83%
Chenoa UMC $5,244 100% $2,580 100% $7,824 100%
Coal City UMC $10,120 42% $4,975 42% $15,095 42%
Colfax UMC $1,128 50% $1,116 100% $2,244 67%
Cornell UMC $1,710 50% $840 50% $2,550 50%
Cropsey UMC $1,915 42% $940 42% $2,855 42%
Cullom UMC $800 42% $395 42% $1,195 42%
Downs UMC $8,232 50% $4,044 50% $12,276 50%
Dwight UMC $13,956 50% $6,858 50% $20,814 50%
Ebenezer UMC $3,015 75% $1,485 75% $4,500 75%
El Paso UMC $5,232 50% $2,574 50% $7,806 50%
Ellsworth UMC $1,660 42% $815 42% $2,475 42%
Essex UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Fairbury First UMC $9,108 50% $4,476 50% $13,584 50%
Forrest UMC $2,586 50% $1,272 50% $3,858 50%
Grand Prairie UMC $1,086 25% $534 25% $1,620 25%
Grand Ridge UMC $2,766 50% $1,362 50% $4,128 50%
Grant Park First UMC $882 50% $432 50% $1,314 50%
Hennepin UMC $1,950 50% $960 50% $2,910 50%
Herscher UMC $5,604 50% $2,754 50% $8,358 50%
Hopedale UMC $1,506 50% $738 50% $2,244 50%
Hudson UMC $3,978 50% $1,956 50% $5,934 50%
Kankakee Asbury UMC $0 0% $2,617 15% $2,617 5%
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC $5,676 50% $2,790 50% $8,466 50%
Kankakee Trinity UMC $3,114 50% $1,530 50% $4,644 50%
Kempton UMC $996 50% $486 50% $1,482 50%
LeRoy UMC $11,946 50% $5,874 50% $17,820 50%
Lexington First UMC $9,726 50% $4,782 50% $14,508 50%
Long Point UMC $1,182 50% $582 50% $1,764 50%
Lostant UMC $1,242 50% $612 50% $1,854 50%
Magnolia UMC $1,014 50% $498 50% $1,512 50%

Manteno UMC $8,754 50% $4,302 50% $13,056 50%
McDowell UMC $4,548 100% $2,244 100% $6,792 100%
McNabb UMC $1,704 100% $840 100% $2,544 100%
Minonk UMC $930 50% $456 50% $1,386 50%
Momence First UMC $3,126 50% $1,536 50% $4,662 50%
Normal Calvary UMC $52,656 50% $25,884 50% $78,540 50%
Normal First UMC $33,018 50% $16,230 50% $49,248 50%
Normal Morningstar UMC $6,432 50% $3,162 50% $9,594 50%
Pleasant Grove - Downs $1,152 50% $564 50% $1,716 50%
Pontiac First UMC $16,164 50% $7,944 50% $24,108 50%
Ransom UMC $2,634 50% $1,296 50% $3,930 50%
Reddick UMC $2,484 50% $1,218 50% $3,702 50%
Richland UMC $312 50% $156 50% $468 50%
Ritchey UMC $1,368 100% $672 100% $2,040 100%
Roanoke UMC $5,532 50% $2,718 50% $8,250 50%
Saunemin UMC $3,138 50% $1,542 50% $4,680 50%
Saybrook Wesbein UMC $1,728 50% $846 50% $2,574 50%
Secor UMC $1,542 50% $756 50% $2,298 50%
South Wilmington UMC $600 50% $294 50% $894 50%
Streator First UMC $6,312 50% $3,102 50% $9,414 50%
Tonica UMC $2,316 50% $1,140 50% $3,456 50%
United Church of Heyworth $5,690 42% $2,795 42% $8,485 42%
United Church of Odell UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Verona UMC $912 50% $444 50% $1,356 50%
Wenona Saint John's UMC $1,146 50% $564 50% $1,710 50%

Vermilion River District TOTALS $360,163 48% $180,222 49% $540,385 48%

Tamms UMC (CLOSED) $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Parkville UMC (CLOSED) $860 42% $420 42% $1,280 42%
West UMC (CLOSED) $1,218 50% $600 50% $1,818 50%
Bethel UMC (CLOSED) $535 42% $265 42% $800 42%
Plainville UMC (CLOSED) $306 17% $150 17% $456 17%
Okawville UMC (CLOSED) $845 42% $415 42% $1,260 42%
Pleasant Mound UMC (CLOSED) $510 50% $252 50% $762 50%
Kenney UMC (CLOSED) $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Sanner Chapel UMC (CLOSED) $996 50% $492 50% $1,488 50%
     

IGRC TOTALS  $3,008,421 44% $1,486,901 44% $4,495,322 44%
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RECEIPTS AS OF JUNE 30, 2022*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 50% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

C O N F E R E N C E  
N E W S

FIVE STAR MISSION HIGHLIGHTS
BY CURT FRANKLIN
IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach

The Five Star Mission Program (otherwise known 
as the Five Star Challenge) was developed to encourage 
local churches in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
to grow in mission giving and mission outreach every 
year. Five Star churches receive an award certificate and 
special conference recognition of their giving beyond the 
local church within the United Methodist connection. 
For a more detailed description of the various giving 
opportunities within the Five Star Challenge, you can 
download the booklet at: https://www.igrc.org/fivestar.

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
The first Sunday in October is World Communion 

Sunday. United Methodist congregations join many 
Christian churches across the globe for this celebration 
of unity among churches across denominations. World 
Communion Sunday is one of the Special offering Sundays 
that is part of the Five Star Giving Challenge. These 
offerings do not have to be taken on the "official" dates.

Holy Communion joins us in Christian unity. 
This sacrament invites us to focus on the holiness of 
communion with God and one another. On World 
Communion Sunday, United Methodists, in conjunction 
with other denominations and believers worldwide, 
participate in communion to recognize our unity in Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior. This universal and inclusive 
connection is the foundation of the special offering for 
World Communion Sunday.

MISSIONARY HIGHLIGHT
Dr. Lester Dornon and Deborah 

Dornon are GBGM missionaries at 
Tansen Hospital of the United Mission 
to Nepal. The hospital has over 400 
staff members, 169 beds, nearly 89,000 
outpatient visits, and over 11,000 
inpatient admissions. The United 
Mission to Nepal, established in 1954, 
is a partnership between the people of 
Nepal and a coalition of 20 Christian 
organizations on four continents. Les and 
Debbie returned to Nepal and Tansen as 
missionaries in mid-2012, having served 
there previously from 1990 to 2002.

Les is assigned as a family physician whose work 
is divided between clinical responsibilities at all levels 
of inpatient and outpatient care, except for surgery 
and teaching. For the past three years, he has been the 
coordinator for the training of new doctors in the hospital 
as well as paramedical staff who are on training courses 
sent by the Nepali government from rural health posts, 
along with midwives.

Debbie is assigned as coordinator of expatriate 
services at Tansen Hospital. She helps shepherd 
missionary personnel and their families through the 
application process, pointing them to the necessary 

resources for moving to Nepal, arranging housing, and 
then helping them settle in once they arrive. This behind-
the-scenes ministry is a vital supportive role to the 
missionary community working at the hospital. 

You can help by supporting Lester and Deborah, you 
can save the lives of people who need access to medical 
care in the impoverished country of Nepal. Like all United 
Methodist missionaries, Les and Debbie are responsible 
for raising their own support through covenant 
relationships with individuals, groups, and congregations. 
To support the Dornons, you may contact them directly 
at lesdebbiedornon@gmail.com, or send a check to 
West Ohio Conference, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, 
OH 43085, with ‘Lester Dornon, #10919Z’ or ‘Deborah 
Dornon, #10920Z’ in the Memo line.

CHILDREN’S AGENCY HIGHLIGHT
Chaddock is an internationally recognized leader 

in the successful treatment of childhood Trauma and 
Attachment-related issues. Children from 38 states and 
around the world have come to Chaddock to receive 
the highly-specialized therapeutic care our residential 
Developmental Trauma and Attachment Program 
(DTAP) provides. Our success in this field has led to the 
publication of 2 books and many professional articles 
by Chaddock staff, a weekly podcast hosted by our 
Director of Clinical Practice, which has nearly a million 
downloads, and a Trauma-Informed Clinician Facebook 
group with 11,500 members representing 99 countries. 
The Knowledge Center at Chaddock provides training for 
mental health professionals, educators, and other leaders 
from around the world. 

Chaddock School serves approximately 120 children, 
including those who live on our campus and children 
from surrounding communities. The children who attend 
Chaddock Day School receive a fully accredited education 
in a therapeutic environment. The number of children 
who require our academic services continues to climb, 
which has led us to launch our first satellite campus in 

reduction ahead of the 2020 General Conference. “The 
recommendation was made prayerfully 

and proactively, using the data and information we had at 
that time,” the press release said.

“However, as the NCJ has attempted to live out the 
experiment of reduced episcopal leadership, with Bishop 
Laurie Haller and Bishop Bard assuming oversight of 
additional annual conferences for what has become a 
24-month ‘interim,’ multiple medical leaves among our 
bishops and the uncertainty triggered by the pre-GC 
launch of the Global Methodist Church, we are finding 
such a reduction impractical at the present moment,” the 
press release said. “We acknowledge that such a reduction 
will likely be both necessary and inevitable following the 
transitions facing the UMC in 2024. But for the present 
moment of transition and uncertainty, we believe this 
approved reduction will not now help our jurisdiction “press 
on” into the future.”

The flexibility the Committee now possesses came on the 
heels of a Judicial Council ruling and affirmation by the 
General Council on Finance and Administration that the 
number of bishops per jurisdiction will remain at 2016 levels 
– the last time General Conference acted upon this issue.

Nine candidates have announced their plans to seek 
election to the episcopacy. They include:

• Rev. Dr. Todd Anderson, West Ohio Conference
• Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai, Michigan Conference
• Rev. Dr. Curtis Brown, Illinois Great Rivers Conference
• Rev. Jacques A. Conway, Northern Illinois Conference
• Rev. Cara E. Stultz Costello, East Ohio Conference
• Rev. Dr. Aleze Fulbright, Indiana Conference
• Rev. Jonathan Priebe, East Ohio Conference
• Rev. Luis Felipe Reyes, Northern Illinois Conference
• Rev. Dan Schwerin, Wisconsin Conference

Biographical information for each candidate as well as 
questions concerning their vision for the church can be 
found at: https://www.ncjumc.org/episcopal-candidates-
biographical-information/ 
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Oksana’s husband, men with more than three children are 
excused from compulsory military service.

The school is also helping a number of elderly 
residents.

“He is a man without a country. He has no one, so we 
help him best we can,” said Sergey Shvets, a church leader 
from Kyiv who now volunteers at both shelters.

The Rev. Volodymyr Prokip, pastor of St. John’s United 
Methodist Church in Lviv, said he met his church’s first 
evacuees while running to a bomb shelter during shelling.

“Before the war, we had regular ministry. The first two 
days of the war, we asked how we can be the most useful, 
so we opened the church because a lot of people started 
coming and we expected more would be coming,” he said.

Prokip said the church also became a facilitating 
center, collecting and distributing donations of food, 
clothes, sleeping bags and air mattresses not only nearby 
but also making deliveries to areas further east.

“Every new challenge, more people and more needs, 
we responded and God was providing everything we need,” 
he said.

In addition to aiding evacuees, many churches found 
ways to contribute to the fight. Prokip said people learned 
how to make Molotov cocktails, packed them in cars and 
sent them to the front lines, though he said his church did 
not participate.

“We were fighting back, fighting for our freedom and 
surviving as a country. Every person started being involved 
somehow,” he said. “We knew if the Russians go further, 
there will be more death and destruction. We knew that we 
needed to stop them at any price.”

Yulia Starodubets said that as of mid-July, the three 
United Methodist churches in Ukraine are caring for 
about 100 displaced people a day, providing shelter, food, 
medicine and other necessities.

“We believe this is the time for the church,” she said.
Long term, she said she’s trying to organize a way 

for psychologists to help those with emotional needs. 
Another project is to prepare a long-term shelter with the 
expectation that they will need to house people through 
the winter.

The United Methodist Committee on Relief has 
provided the Ukraine Moldova Provisional Annual 

Conference with two $10,000 solidarity grants to fund 
immediate needs and a third grant to help purchase a van 
to deliver humanitarian aid to other parts of the country. 
The denomination’s relief agency is also working with the 
conference on its long-term shelter project.

“I was struck by the grace with which the UMC 
team rose to the challenges posed by the war with Russia 
to serve displaced people in their communities,” said 
Katie Hills Uzoka, UMCOR’s director of international 
disaster response. “We observed this in Uzhhorod, but it 
is happening across western Ukraine as well. People are 
stepping up to serve their communities by supporting 
shelters, performing case management-type duties and 
providing emotional support. Their resilience, compassion 
and resourcefulness are truly remarkable.” 

Hills Uzoka said that UMCOR has funded 10 grants 
to partners in the United Methodist Church in Ukraine and 
other ecumenical and non-governmental organizations, and 
has almost 10 more grants in development. She added that 
UMCOR has been a presence in this area for a number of 
years through local partners.

“Since 2014, eastern Ukraine has been in conflict; this 
is more of a resurgence for them,” she said. “No one knows 
how long the war will go on, but it is apparent that the 
United Methodist Church in Ukraine will be walking with 
people who are affected by it for years to come.”

Bishop Christian Alsted, episcopal leader of the 
Nordic and Baltic Area, recently became Ukraine’s bishop 
as well after the Northern Europe and Eurasia Central 
Conference voted to transfer the Ukraine Moldova 
Provisional Annual Conference out of the Eurasia 
Episcopal Area, whose bishop is based in Moscow. Alsted 
visited Ukraine in May to meet for the first time with 
church leaders.

“It speaks so well about the spiritual strength of this 
church, the work they are doing,” Alsted said.

“It’s one of the central parts of our whole identity as 
United Methodists that we are one church,” he added. “No 
matter where we are in the world, no matter where we 
encounter the Cross and Flame, we are home.”

(Butler is a multimedia producer/editor for United Methodist 
News. Urs Schweizer, assistant to Bishop Patrick Streiff, 
Central Conference of Central and Southern Europe, 
contributed to this report.)
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Charge conference forms available
SPRINGFIELD – Forms for charge conferences which 

will be held in the fall are now available through your 
Church Portal Page.

To access the documents, click on Church Portal 
on the IGRC Homepage or go to: https://www.igrc.
org/churchportal  to find the log-in page. Select your 
District from the dropdown menu. This will trigger a 
second drop-down menu where you select your Church. 
The passcode is the church's six-digit GCFA number 
which can be found on the monthly remittance form for 
apportionment payments.

In preparation for charge conferences in the fall, the 
Finance Office has prepared two pages of information 
that will assist you in your budget building for 2023.

Clergy Benefits and Costs for 2023 – https://www.igrc.
org/clergy-benefits-and-costs 

Important Numbers for Charge Conferences – https://
www.igrc.org/important-numbers-for-charge-conference 

A document outlining the Clergy Benefits and Costs 
for 2023 includes action taken by the 2022 Annual 
Conference with regard to minimum salaries for full-
time elders and full-time local pastors.

2023 Apportionments released
SPRINGFIELD –  Apportionments for each 

congregation of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference have 
been released Aug. 12 by the Finance and Administration 
office. Copies of the listing were included in the monthly 
remittance statements sent to church treasurers.

The 2023 apportionment calculation is from the 2021 
Table II year-end report that every church completes. 
Lines 39-47 are used for the calculation. The total dollar 
amount from lines 39-47 from your church year-end 
report is divided by the total dollar amount from lines 
39-47 from all of the IGRC churches year-end report. 
This percentage is the church’s share of the 2023 IGRC 
budget.

The link to the complete list can be found at: https://
www.igrc.org/apportionments 

SPRINGFIELD – Christy Blickensderfer has 
announced her plans to retire from the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference staff, effective Aug. 15.

Christy has served as the Assistant to the 
Director of Connectional Ministries since the 
year 2000. Over those 22 years, Christy has 
been a key connection point for information 
about missions, scholarships, disaster response, 
spiritual formation, lay leadership training, and 
Conference committees.

Rev. Dr. Curtis Brown, Director of Connectional 
Ministries, shared, “Christy has been an integral part of 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference for over two decades. 
She has been consistently helpful and supportive of our 
lay and clergy leaders, providing them with information, 

encouragement, and hospitality. She leaves 
with us a legacy of excellent administration and 
superb friendliness. She is already missed, but 
we’re celebrating her ministry with us. I hope 
you’ll join me in praying for her ongoing health 
and for God’s blessings on her and her family.”

Christy announced her retirement due to 
illness, and she has already begun her medical 
leave prior to her retirement date. 

Cards and notes of appreciation can be 
sent to the Christy Blickensderfer at the IGRC Conference 
Center to be forwarded. All additional questions and 
communications should be directed to Curtis Brown at 
cbrown@igrc.org or 217-529-2442.

FIVE STAR CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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UNITED MEDIA  
RESOURCE CENTERUMRC

Greetings United Media Resource Center members!
Yes, if your church is a member of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The 
United Methodist Church, you already are a 
member of the UMRC!

With the help of many volunteers UMRC 
resources are unboxed and organized on 
shelves once again!  Some resources have 
been sent to users and more will continue 
to be sent as we get caught up on the 
backlog of orders.

What’s different:
The UMRC is now located at Kumler 
Outreach Ministries, a ministry of the 
Kumler United Methodist Church in 
Springfield.  

The new mailing address is:
Kumler Outreach Ministries 
Attn: United Media Resource Center 
303 E North Grand Ave
Springfield IL 62702-3822

The new phone number is 217-523-2269, 
which is the number for Kumler Outreach 
Ministries.  When the receptionist answers, 
ask for the United Media Resource Center.  
The UMRC hours of operation are in flux so 
it’s likely that you will need to leave a voice 
message.  Please include your name and 
church name in your message.

Items are not mailed out every day.  Items 
are generally sent by Library Rate or Media 
Mail, which is cheaper but adds delivery 
time.  For best results, order items as soon 
as possible before the beginning use date – 
four weeks is ideal.

Jill Stone's email, jstone@igrc.org, will be 
discontinued. Please use umrc@igrc.org. 

The UMRC is now operated by volunteers; 
training will be ongoing as we continue 
to transition to new ways of doing things.  
Please be patient with us!

The building hours are 9-noon and 1-3, 
Monday-Friday (the building is locked 
over lunch hour).  If you happen to be in 

Springfield, please drop in to look around 
and borrow items to take home!  The UMRC 
is located on the second floor (an elevator 
is available).  Parking is located behind the 
building.

What stays the same:

The UMRC has a wonderful collection of 
DVD studies, books, and more on a variety 
of topics!  Don’t buy what you can borrow!

Items can be ordered anytime online from 
the UMRC online catalog:  rqmweb.com/
search.asp?q=igrc

Items can be mailed to your church or home 
address; whichever is most convenient for 
you.  If you live or work in the Springfield 
area, it is appreciated if resources can be 
picked up instead of mailed.

The UMRC email address is umrc@igrc.org.  
Items can be requested through the online 
catalog or by email.

The UMRC website is  igrc.org/UMRC. 

The world around us continues to change, 
and although there are changes at the 
United Media Resource Center, Kumler UMC 
is pleased to be able to keep the UMRC 
open so it can continue to serve its member 
churches.  

We encourage you to use this convenient 
service to access resources for Christian 
education, leadership development, 
ministry support, and personal spiritual 
development.  Keep us in mind when you 
see resources of interest from Cokesbury or 
other distributors.  Check the UMRC online 
catalog to see if titles are already in the 
collection or email us at umrc@igrc.org to see 
if new or upcoming titles will be ordered.  
We welcome your resource suggestions!

The world around us changes and the 
UMRC encourages you to try new things!  
Be creative and bold!  And practice good 
stewardship with the United Media 
Resource Center!

(ABOVE) Jill Stone, retired United Media Resource Center 
director and now one of several volunteers, enters information 
in the United Media Resource Center to send out orders 
for resources. More than 24 shelving units line the UMRC’s 
collection at Kumler Outreach Ministries in Springfield.
A move of more than 200 boxes of resources was completed 
in July and items have been shelved and inventoried ready to 
send out.

(LEFT) There is also a free table of resources that represent 
overstocked and older resources that have been purged from 
the collection as this visitor browses the bargains.

Churches with equalization lay members for 2023 annual conference announced
BY PAUL BLACK 

SPRINGFIELD – Annual Conference Secretary Ethan Carnes 
announced Aug.12 that 162 congregations will have an 
additional lay member to annual conference to equalize the 
number of clergy and laity members for the 2023 Annual 
Conference session.

The equalization formula is set by the Standing Rules of the 
Annual Conference III.C.   The purpose of equalization is to 
ensure an equal number of laity and clergy at the annual 
conference.  Clergy members of the annual conference 
consist of all active and retired deacons and elders in full con-
nection, provisional members, and associate members. Local 
pastors under appointment are included, as well.  (2016 Book 
of Discipline, ¶32). Each charge in the conference elects one 
layperson for each pastor appointed to the charge.

Churches which paid 100 percent of their apportionments in 
the previous year (in this case, 2021) are to be granted one 
"equalization member.”   Eligibility will be granted to the 198 
largest churches according to membership who have paid 100 
percent of their 2021 apportionments. Equalization members 
are elected to serve to the end of the quadrennium if the con-
gregation continues to pay 100 percent of its apportionments.

"Please notify your district office if you have not filed your 
equalized member with your 2022 Charge Conference 
paperwork," Carnes said. "I have a Equalization Lay Member 
Change Form on my website: www.igrc.org/secretary. Please 
file this appropriately.  If you have any questions, do not 
hesitate to contact me."

Congregations that have been granted the additional equal-
ization lay member are as follows:

Carthage, Illinois. In addition, we have over 300 children 
placed in Chaddock's Foster Care Program.  

There are many ways for individuals and churches to 
partner with our ministry. Visit our campus for a tour. Come for a mission day 
or trip. Visit our website and follow us on social media (#chaddockforkids). 
Provide personal care supplies, toys, and school supplies year-round, and help 
us provide Christmas gifts to the over 400 children in our care through our 
Santa Express Program, October through December. Bless us with a one time 
or monthly financial gift. Join our Legacy Society by providing for Chaddock 
children in your estate plans. Spread the good news of what God is doing 
through our ministry to your friends and family at work and at play. God is 
great and he is doing great things through our ministry.

DISASTER RESPONSE MINISTRIES
People in Illinois Great Rivers Conference are always ready and 

willing to respond when there are people in need. Members of the IGRC 
family have already been at work in the flood damaged areas of St. Louis 
and Kentucky. IGRC Early Response Teams (ERTs) and Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center have been working together in the St. Louis / East St. 
Louis area. They spent time Mucking out homes and handing out hundreds 
of cleaning kits, hygiene kits, and hand sanitizer to families in need.
Here are four very specific ways you may join in this effort:

• Be trained and be ready to respond when the call for volunteers 
is made. In order to "do no harm," it is essential that volunteers be 
trained to keep themselves and others safe. Once a person is trained, 
and UMCOR certified to be a part of an Early Response Team (ERT), 
you may also be called upon to help in neighboring states when and if a 
natural disaster occurs.

• Contribute cleaning kit supplies to Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center. Monetary contributions for cleaning bucket supplies may 
be made through the IGRC Advance # 6620 - Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center. Please consider helping Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center have adequate supplies to assemble additional 
buckets for the area.

• Contribute to the IGRC Disaster Response Fund #6800. Funds from 
this Advance Special are needed to assist in the relief and recovery 
phases of disasters within the IGRC.

• Pray for those impacted by the disaster and those volunteering. 
Your prayers are important during this time of need. Pray for those 
experiencing significant loss and for those who will minister to them 
by mucking out houses. This will be a prolonged need, and we want to 
be a caring, Christ-like presence. Pray about how God wants to use you 
and your congregation.
 

UPCOMING TRAINING EVENTS
For more information, visit: https://www.igrc.org/disasterresponse 

ERT Basic Training 
Sept. 24, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at East Bay Camp 

ERT recertification 
Oct. 17-18, from 6 to 8 p.m. each evening  
(Online training)

Connecting Neighbors 
Nov. 14-15, from 6 to 8 p.m. each evening  
(Online training)
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Photo by Bob Freeman
Five persons completed studies at the License School for Local Pastors held July 17-28 at 
McKendree University in Lebanon.

Those receiving certificates of completion include Gail Meyers, Mike Schultz, Michelle 
Parker-Clark, Jacqui Young and Val Holbrook.

With the completion of studies, graduates may be licensed as full-time and part-time local 
pastors and receive an appointment from the Bishop and Cabinet. The license confers 
sacramental privileges within the context of the appointed church or churches.

Normal Calvary
Bloomington Wesley
Belleville Saint Matthew
Washington: Crossroads 
Peoria First  
Normal First UMC
Charleston Wesley UMC
Champaign Faith
Macomb Wesley
Belleville Union
Canton Wesley
Morton UMC
Springfield Laurel
Effingham Centenary 
Taylorville
Troy
Pontiac First
East Moline Christ Multisite
O'Fallon First
Pekin First
Geneseo Grace
Pana 
Monticello
Marion Aldersgate
Danville Saint James
Aledo
Carbondale First
Lincoln First 
Pekin Grace 
Kewanee First 
Geneseo First 
Coal City 

Edwardsville Saint John's
Willow Hill (Germantown Hills)
Gibson City
Mahomet
Dwight
Champaign First
Jerseyville
Mount Vernon First
Shelbyville First
Sugar Creek
Tremont
Chillicothe First
Quincy Vermont Street
Mackinaw
Dunlap Prospect
Peoria University
Granite City Nameoki
Decatur First
Manteno
Orion
Petersburg
Lexington First
Paxton First
Fairbury First
Metropolis First
Chatham
Centralia First
Carlinville 
Monmouth First
Urbana Wesley 
Galesburg First 
Beardstown First

Vandalia First
DuQuoin 
Paris First 
Highland Hope 
Saint Joseph 
Gillespie First
Camp Point
LeRoy 
West Frankfort Trinity
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel
Sherman
Kankakee Saint Mark
Mattoon First
Havana First
Arthur
Harrisburg First
Tuscola
Trenton First
Casey 
Savoy 
Carthage First 
Moline Riverside
Kankakee Asbury
Olney First
Springfield Douglas Avenue
Clinton
Delavan
Momence First
Cambridge
Colona
Sullivan First
Salem Grace

Galva First
Arcola
Quincy Melrose Chapel
Bradley Wesley
Tolono
Cerro Gordo
RiversEdge
Watson
Champaign New Horizon
Marshall First
Maryville Saint Luke's
United Church of Heyworth
Moweaqua
Manito
Sparta First
Pinckneyville
Streator First
Living Faith
Mount Sterling First
Neoga Grace
Elmwood
Greenville First
Jacksonville Centenary
Winchester
Mansfield
Columbia Bethany
Rantoul First
Fairview Center
Lewistown
Newton Grace
Flora First
Barry

Virginia
Reynolds
Elwin
East Peoria First
Roseville
Nashville Grace
Tonica
Peoria Bethel
Preemption
Peoria Bradley Epworth
Beulah
Macon
Springfield Cotton Hill
Washington Evangelical
Port Byron First 
Marshall Armstrong
Arenzville 
Shields' Chapel 
Glasford 
Villa Grove 
Waverly 
Robinson First 
Carmi Emmanuel 
Farmer City 
Stronghurst 
Warsaw 
Hoopeston 
Toulon 
Brighton Saint Paul 
Bement 
Caseyville

Cunningham’s Be a Hero 5K 
BY TINA DECHAUSAY
Cunningham Home Communications & Marketing Specialist

URBANA – Be a hero in the eyes of 
Cunningham kids! Join us Saturday, Oct. 1  for 
Cunningham Children’s Home’s 2nd Annual Be 
a Hero 5K.

There are several ways to participate!

• Register to walk/run on Oct. 1 at 
Meadowbrook Park in Urbana. 
Registration fee includes a race t-shirt.

• Register to participate and upgrade 
yourself to “Superhero” status by raising 
$100 or more. Your registration fee is 
included in your total and you also get a 
5K superhero cape.

• Give Cunningham youth a chance to 
participate by donating $10 for their 
registration. Donating $20 gives two youth 

a chance to participate. And so on.

• Join in this FUNdraiser from your own 
community and register as a “Tag Along” 
and complete your own 5K walk/run during 
the month of October. Contact Brooke 
Buzard at 217.337.9073 or bbuzard@
cunninghamhome.org by Sept. 15. 

Register today: https://runsignup.com/Race/IL/
Urbana/CunninghamBeaHero5k  

Whether you move like “The Flash” or at “Hulk” 
speed, the "Be a Hero 5K" is open to runners 
and walkers of all skill levels. All funds raised 
through the event will help to meet the critical 
needs of the 794 youth, and families served by 
Cunningham. More information about how 
our programs help youth and families to heal, 
learn and grow, can be found at: https://www.
cunninghamhome.org.

Reverend Chuck Trent, who serves at Oakland UMC and Kansas UMC,  
running in last year’s Be a Hero 5K.    Photo courtesy of Cunningham Home

Photos by Paul Black
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Preachers’  Aid Society keeping you informed.

Fall Banquets
For Retirees: Let’s just get together and enjoy good food, fellowship, news, 
and a chance to do a Med D review! 

October 20:  ARMS at West Salem Trinity UMC in Mt. Vernon
October 24:  Chatham UMC
October 25:  Champaign Faith UMC
October 28:  Willow Hill UMC East Peoria (Germantown Hills)

Other opportunities for a Med D review may be available  
without a meal included, such as Med D appointments  

at Westminster in Bloomington on November 7.
For our out-of-state members, feel free to call the PASBF office  

at 217-529-3221 or one of our regional assistants for help with reviews.  
Remember the open window is October 15-December 7.

For Actives:  If you are within 10 years of retirement, we highly recommend 
that you attend our Pre-Retirement Seminar.  This event will cover your 
pension projection and options with Wespath, issues related to the transition 
including insurance, housing, relationships, as well as being financially and 
emotionally prepared.  Scheduling details are being finalized for this year’s 
seminar.  Watch for more information soon.
For Churches:  Needing some help creating a Church Budget or 
understanding church finances, or financially planning ahead?   Need help 
fundraising or a Capital Campaign?  Think your members, as well as your 
church, could benefit from estate planning?  We offer seminars tailored to 
your needs and time frame.  Call our office and talk to Keith 217-529-3221, 
or Ed 618-806-6819.

    Stay 
Connected!


