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It’s that time of year, AGAIN! It is time to decide if we will 
try again to work on becoming “better.” 

Every year, I join thousands of others in making New 
Year’s resolutions. I’m sad to report that my attempts at initiat-
ing improvements and change is often, while well-intentioned, 
short-lived. 

Like an overwhelming majority of folks, I really want to 
do better. I want to exercise more, lose weight, quit bad habits, 
get organized, save money, write a book, learn a new skill, go to 
church more, read through the whole Bible, pray more, watch less 
television, volunteer more, and spend more time with family and 
friends. Am I the only one needing and seeking improvement?

Typically, I will shorten the list, narrowing it down to two 
or three things that “I really need and want to do.” Sometimes 
I even come up with an action plan for my resolutions.  If I 
am “really” serious, I will ask someone that I trust to help hold 
me “accountable.”  All too often, if no one holds me account-
able, by the middle of January or February, I find myself drift-
ing back into my old routines and patterns.  It is HARD TO 
CHANGE!

The Bible has a lot to say about change. From Genesis to 
Revelations, the entire Bible focuses on transformation and 
change. The core message of the gospel (good news) is that 
change is not only desirable, but it is an essential requirement 
for experiencing personal spiritual transformation. 

Real change begins when we repent. The Hebrew word 
for repent is teshuva (pronounced “teh-shoo-vah”). Teshuva 
is much more than feeling sorry or being remorseful, it is a 
decision to change directions. It is deciding to turn away from 
where you are headed and turning back toward God. To repent 
means to rearrange your entire way of thinking, feeling, and 
acting to abandon that which is wrong. 

The Bible says that all of us have broken God’s laws and 
need forgiveness and restoration. Jesus came preaching the 
message of repentance and offering the opportunity for each of 

us to have a new beginning through faith in him. Change is not 
only possible, but it is necessary for all followers of Jesus Christ.

Jesus enables us to experience transformation and change 
in every area of our lives. The resolutions that I have been 
successful in achieving and keeping have all been rooted and 
grounded in my walk with Jesus Christ. As I prepare for anoth-
er New Year, I celebrate the fact that because of God’s grace, I 
have the opportunity for improvement and continual renewal. 
I can begin again! 

Because of my relationship with Jesus Christ every area of 
my life can be open to and should experience improvement. 
Any area of my life that does not measure up to the statue and 
fullness of Jesus Christ is an area ripe for repentance and direc-
tional change. Areas that are not in conformity to the will and 
way of Jesus Christ are places where repentance and resolution 
are required. 

My hope for this New Year is that I will become more and 
more like Jesus. As I select one or two areas to be the focus for 
my personal resolutions, my constant prayer is that I will con-
form to the image and likeness of Jesus Christ.

The brothers of Joseph, the Judean wilderness followers of 
John the Baptist, the prodigal son, and the followers of Jesus 
were all encouraged to make a new start through the act of 
repentance.  When we confess our sins, God forgives us and 
grants to each a new start. There is nothing that God cannot 
restore and make whole. 

Resolutions, when submitted to Jesus Christ through 
confession and acts of repentance, can assist us in achieving 
our goals towards becoming better. My prayer for you and for 
myself is that Jesus will help us in our quest to become more 
Christlike in every area of life.

Happy New Year!

God Bless
Bishop Beard
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RESOLUTIONS OR REPENTANCE?

DEATHS
We have received word of the 
death Dec. 3 of Chaplain Roy B. 
Nash, 84, in Springfield.

Rev. Nash was a member of 
the Louisiana Conference but 
Moved to Springfield in 1978 to 

create and direct the pastoral care department at 
Memorial Medical Center and later, in group and 
family practice, as a marriage and family therapist.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.sj-r.
com/obituaries/pils0371253

 IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. 
John C. Wilkey, 87, died Dec. 6 
in Atlanta, Texas.

Rev. Wilkey served 42 years of 
active ministry in the former 
Illinois and Central Illinois 

conferences and the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
retiring in 2000 from Jacksonville: Grace. His son, the 
Rev. J. Wesley Wilkey, is also IGRC clergy.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Stephanie 
Wilkey, P. O. Box 317, Atlanta, Texas 75551-0317, and 
the Rev. J. Wesley Wilkey, 500 Mouton Ct, Savoy, 
IL 61874-9738. 

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Robert B. Einhouse, 
Jr., 77, died Nov. 24 in Springfield.

Rev. Einhouse served 26 of 
active ministry, retiring in 2012 
from Circle of Grace Parish. He 
then served Franklin and Durbin 
in retirement for four years.

For a complete obituary, 
visit: https://www.lincolnlandcs.com/
obituaries/obituary-listings?obId=26464478

Condolences may be sent to a daughter, Jolene 
Stephens, 4 Acadia Ct., Springfield, IL 62712. 

Alice R. Wiedrich, 97, widow of 
the Rev. Robert C. Wiedrich, died 
Nov. 21 in Decatur.

Together with her husband, the 
Wiedrichs served 29 years in the 
former Illinois Conference and 

later the former Central Illinois Conference, retiring 
in 1990 from Washington First UMC. Rev. Wiedrich 
died June 19, 2012.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
dawson-wikoff.com/obituaries/Alice-R-
Wiedrich?obId=26463267#/obituaryInfo, 
where condolences may be left for the family.

               T H Ecurrent
JAN 2023   |  VOL. 27 • NO. 5

Inside 
  T H I S  I S S U E
 1 News from the Episcopal Office

 2-3 Christian Conversations

 4 Announcements & Events

 5 Local Church News

 6-7 30th Anniversary of Africa University

 8-9 National News

 10 Global  News

 11-12 Conference News BISHOP  
Frank 
Beard

APPOINTMENTS
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard appoints the 
following:

Larry R Moreau to Middletown-Mt. Pulaski, Sangamon 
River District, less than ¼ time, effective Oct. 2. He will 
continue to serve at Elkhart in addition to the new 
appointment.

Ron Chase to New Athens, Mississippi River District, ½ 
time, effective Jan. 1, 2023.

Veronica McMichael to Carbondale: Grace Associate, 
¼ time, Cache River District, effective Dec. 1. This is a 
first-time appointment in the IGRC.

Michelle Parker-Clark to Carbondale: Grace 
Associate, ¼ time, Cache River District, effective Dec. 1. 
This is a first-time appointment in the IGRC.

Change of status
Jan Cunningham, discontinuation of the appointment, 
Embarras River District, less than ¼ time, effective Dec. 
1. Previously, she served Falmouth and Willow Hill. 
Effective Dec. 1, she will be serving Falmouth only. 

Samuel Horsch, discontinuation of assignment, 
Iroqouis River District, effective Jan. 1, 2023. His 
previous assignment was to Rantoul-Shiloh-Fisher.

Correction
The appointment of Rev. Dr. Roger Ross to Moline 
Riverside as interim pastor effective Jan. 1 contained 
several errors.

Rev. Ross will serve as interim pastor ¾ time while 
continuing to serve ¼ time to Spiritual Leadership, Inc. 
as a coach/specialist. Rev. Ross is an active clergy 
member of the Missouri Conference and not retired as 
previously reported.

Walker announces retirement effective June 30
BY PAUL BLACK 

SPRINGFIELD – Mississippi River District Superin-
tendent Allynn Walker announced Dec. 8 that she 
will retire from active ministry, effective  
June 30, 2023.

Walker, who is in her fourth year of superintendency, 
said, “I have full confidence that this is God’s timing. I 
am grateful for the Kingdom work I have been a part 
of with you and the Cabinet. You all will stay in my 
prayers as you leave your canoes behind to scale the 
mountains,” in a letter to Bishop Frank J. Beard.

Bishop Beard said that Walker will be missed at the Cabinet 
table. 

“It has been a joy to work with Rev. Walker. Her quiet demean-
or and Christ-like spirit are a gift to this Cabinet,” he said.  “Al-
lynn’s commitment to the local church and its growth has been 
a centering point of her ministry. She is a prayer warrior firmly 

rooted and grounded in God’s word. I wish her 
well in retirement.”

Her retirement comes at a time when the IGRC 
Cabinet is downsizing from 10 to five districts and 
from eight superintendents to five with a target 
date of July 1, 2023. Two retiring superintendents 
from 2021 were not replaced and the 10 districts 
have been supervised by the remaining eight 
superintendents.

Walker’s ministry has been fruit-filled, having 
served as a Deacon and as an Elder in the church. She is not-
ed as a gifted leader that has an infectious love for Jesus. 

A native of Springfield, Walker said she “experienced the local 
church at its best” at her home church, the Jerome UMC. A 
graduate of Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, the Uni-
versity of Missouri-Columbia and Eden Theological Seminary, 
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(ABOVE) The Rev. Margaret Ann Jessup at the furniture restoration “Wooden It 
Be Lovely” inside Springfield’s Douglas Avenue UMC.

(LEFT) A group of women from Glen Carbon use their skills with the sewing 
machine to assist the Midwest Mission Distribution Center with a variety of 
projects.

(BELOW)Bishops Cedrick D. Bridgeforth (left), Carlo A. Rapanut and Dottie 
Escobedo-Frank are consecrated during a service held Nov. 5 at Christ United 
Methodist Church in Salt Lake City. The Rev. W. Timothy McClendon has filed a 
complaint against all of the Western Jurisdiction’s bishops for the consecration of 
Bridgeforth, who is the denomination’s first openly gay man to be elected a bishop. 
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Members of the IGRC Extended Cabinet and Conference Staff participated in a Day of Service Dec. 7 at the Midwest Mission Distribution Center.  
The group of 22 assembled 1,041 meal packs which will provide 6,246 meals to persons receiving the meal packs. T H E  C U R R E N T    |    J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3   |   1
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Beware – The Golden Calf
BY JAMES BARNETT

The Old Testament narrative shares with us an unfortunate turn 
of events in the life of the people of Israel:

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from 
the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and said to 
him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this 

Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know 
what has become of him.”    – Exodus 32:1 NSRV

The context here is that the Israelites found themselves in a wilderness – unsure 
of the future, impatient with Moses who was delayed in coming down from the 
mountain. Desiring to move forward, to take matters into their own hands, they 
insisted that Aaron fashion for them a graven image:

He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; 
and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt!”   – Exodus 32:4 NSRV

Wow – just wow! Doesn’t that make your head spin? There is just all kinds of 
wrong about that!

Today, The United Methodist Church finds itself in a wilderness. Our world 
has changed. Our culture has changed. All forms of media constantly berate 
Christians and Christianity. Many folks don’t even know that we exist. Ask most 
unchurched folks what words come to mind when the word Christian is men-
tioned, and you get words like “hypocrite,” “judgmental,” and “negative”. Quite a 
departure from “they’ll know we are Christians by our love”.

Today, some United Methodists find themselves impatient – General Conference 
just doesn’t seem to want to get here. Some, no matter what happens at General 
Conference 2024, have made up their mind and are ready to strike out on their 
own – to chart a new way into the future.

Consequently, voices have been raised that a new way forward be fashioned. 
That new way forward is “disaffiliation.” This disaffiliation may take on various 
forms – going independent, uniting with another denomination, joining the 
Global Methodist Church. Whatever the form, it is largely fashioned upon the 
theological and philosophical framework of the Free Methodist denomination. 
The Free Methodist denomination was form around 1860. They have been in 
existence for around 160 years. Over the course of 160 years, that theological 
and philosophical framework has yielded a church that is currently just under 
70,000 members strong. 

The United Methodist Church has somewhere in the neighborhood of 6.5 million 
members in the United States. So, we are being told in essence that the Free 
Methodist Church has it right, and The United Methodist Church has it wrong. 
Please allow me to paraphrase – “Come, make for us a new way forward. The 
path of disaffiliation is what shall deliver us and guide us.” 

Wow-just wow! 

Yes, we are in a wilderness. Yes, many have grown impatient over delays and 
disputes over rules and the behavior of the UMC. However, disaffiliation is a false 
god, fashioned by the hands of men. Please permit me to suggest a different 
approach:

• Be patient – prayerfully wait upon the Lord (not General Conference) to 
guide the pastors and members of our congregations to receive guidance 
on how we might most effectively engage our modern world with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

• Take Action – train our congregants on how to see and to respond to the 
hurts and hopes of the people in their communities – all the people – not 
just those who dress like them, think like them, behave like them.

In Second Corinthians 6:2, Paul writes: “See, now is the acceptable time; see, 
now is the day of salvation!” There is no need to wait for a better time and 
way to be effective churches impacting the lives of people who are like sheep 
without a shepherd. We have a Shepherd who can lead us in mission and 
ministry which will make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.

(Rev. James Barnett is an IGRC conference superintendent assigned to the  
Vermilion River District)

C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

CHRIST WAS BORN!... 
SO METHODISTS 
COULD VOTE?

BY REV. JAMES C. HOWELL

This morning, I woke up remembering how often I’ve said 
“A virtue of Methodism is it’s not in our DNA to wake up in the 
morning and think ‘We’re right, and everybody else is wrong’ – and 
how within Methodism, we can disagree without killing each other, 
or getting a divorce.

This recollection probably drifted into my head because last 
night, like so many nights in recent weeks, I went to bed grieving questions that had 
come my way about some Methodist church or another ramping up to a vote on 
whether to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church. 

When I hear this, I shudder, and try then to recall the humorous truth of a clergy 
friend of mine who will snap a photo of the crowd during an especially tedious, 
cantankerous and dull denominational meeting, and text it to me across the room 
with the caption, “Another unintended consequence of the resurrection.” I saw a 
Facebook photo of church I love holding hearings to help them decide. Not what 
Jesus had in mind.

An unintended consequence of the resurrection? or since it's Christmas, of the 
incarnation?

Jesus came so we could… vote? Zealously, I advocate voting – in the United 
States. In the church, it’s hard to imagine a more destructive activity. Quakers, and a 
great many other Christian bodies, don’t vote. They discern. And the kicker here is: 
United Methodists don’t have to vote. And shouldn’t vote. 

“Somebody told us we need to vote.” You don’t, and if they told you this, or 
recruited you, they are well-meaning, but misguided. If your church is gearing up 
for a vote, you can and should back up, take a deep breath, and not forge forward 
into what will inevitably be a church division – the worst conceivable witness to a 
skeptical world, not what Jesus had in mind when he came into Mary’s womb or went 
to the cross.

An analogy: Lisa and I have stayed married for 36 years. What if, for Christmas, 
we entertained speakers on the virtues of divorce (“I finally found the love of my life,” 
“No more socks on the floor”) vs. staying married (“He’s getting creaky but he’s a 
dear”) – and then we took a vote on whether to aim for 37 years. Thankfully, we don’t 
have to vote. We have disagreed with one another on a great many issues (as has our 
church) all along. What I find, with her, is that when it gets tense and I am sure I am 
right, I quite often am wrong. Being right is way overrated anyhow. As best I can tell, 
it only hurts the other person, and puffs up my ego.

Some say to me “We have to draw a line!” Did Jesus say this? 
Here’s maybe the single most important reason not to vote to disaffiliate: at the 

2008 General Conference, I spoke from the floor and said "We have for decades 
declared that ‘We do not condone the practice of homosexuality.’ This has not 
prevented one person from being gay. It has, though, alienated tens of thousands not 
just from our church but from any church." 

Want to talk about an unintended consequence of the resurrection or 
incarnation? The question isn’t Who’s right? but, as in my marriage, Who’s hurt? 
I meet them all the time: people who used to go to church, don’t and won’t now, 
and the first or second reason they give is because the church is judgmental, and 
specifically because they judge and exclude gays.

Those who lobby churches to disaffiliate argue “It’s not about LGBTQ inclusion.” 
I’ve been wrong in saying they are wrong. I’ve been right, in that Methodists have 
strongly disagreed and stayed together over dozens of huge issues – but it’s this one 
that has created congregational votes. And yet, they are right. It’s about how to be the 
Body of Christ in this moment in history, when division is little more than a mirror 
image of what’s going on in our country politically. Instead of healing America, 
voting Methodists are letting themselves be ruined by America.

On sabbatical several years ago, I found myself in a pub, sitting next to a guy. I 
asked what he does in life. “I’m a shepherd.” This piqued my attention, so I quizzed 
him about shepherding, including this question: “Why are there always sheep and 
goats, never just sheep, never just goats.” He glanced upward as he stroked his beard 
and said “We just find that they do better together.” 

That’s United Methodism; we're better together. Instead of a smattering of 
broken-in-half churches all over this country, none thriving while all claim they are 
right, if we simply don’t vote, and stay with the one who brought us to the point, we 
can still be better together – an intended consequence of the resurrection and, since 
it’s Christmas, the incarnation.

(Rev. James C. HoweIl is pastor of Myers Park UMC in Charlotte, N.C. and a past 
General Conference delegate. He also teaches preaching and ministry at Duke Divinity 
School as an adjunct faculty member. Reprinted from Rev. Howell’s blog which you can 
visit at: https://revjameshowell.blogspot.com/) 

Maybe we’re wrong
BY REV. VICTOR LONG

Maybe we’re wrong, but our congregation 
continues to embrace the well-worn United 
Methodist mantra of “open hearts, open 
minds, open doors.” 

A recent new member tells of how surprised 
and delighted she was to discover a world-
wide denomination and a local congregation 
that “majors in the majors,” without getting 
caught up in the pettiness that characterizes 
so much of our culture’s energy and discourse 
these days.

Maybe we’re wrong, but our church values 
inclusion and diversity. In the heart of rural, 
largely conservative southern Illinois, we 
welcome and include Republicans and Demo-
crats, Trump voters and Biden voters, conser-
vatives and progressives, gay and straight, 
young and old, black and white and all hues 
of humanity.

Maybe we’re wrong, but we still strive to be 
that “big tent” congregation in which all are 
welcome, and we can find unity in Jesus 
Christ. While so much of society is increas-
ingly siloed within exclusive ideologies and 
tribes, we recognize that we can disagree on 
many things but remain friends. A transgender 
member recently said, directly to our district 
superintendent, “No other church in town 
would welcome me.” An increasing number 
of “ex-vangelicals” are finding a home in our 
congregation, and women who were once 
silenced in their previous churches are claim-
ing calls to ministry.

Maybe we’re wrong, but we are searching the 
scriptures deeply, and yes, taking the Bible 
quite seriously without getting bound up in 
literalism. We are allowing God to use both 
our intellects and our imaginations to explore 
the richness of the salvation story. 

A recent excursion through the Torah yielded 
fresh and relevant insights about life today. 

This included the story of Sodom and Gomor-
rah. While this tale, more often than not, is 
used to scapegoat gay folk, it more properly 
forces us to take a hard look at ourselves and 
the violence and inhospitality we perpetrate 
upon the stranger. Weaponizing it against “ho-
mosexuals” provides an easy excuse to avoid 
any serious self-examination.

Maybe we’re wrong, but we recognize that the 
“institution” of The United Methodist Church 
is not the real problem of our denominational 
life today. In fact, we have been supported, 
equipped, and enriched by both conference 
and denomination in many affirming ways. 
The deeper issue within our connection is the 
contempt we have for one another and the 
ways we – both right and left – typecast and 
disparage our brothers and sisters.

Rather than being labeled the “mushy middle,” 
I prefer the “radical core.” In terms of etymol-
ogy, “radical” suggests “rootedness.” We are 
committed to the essentials that Jesus defined 
for saving faith: loving God fully and com-
pletely, and loving other human beings as 

ourselves. As Wesley outlined and modeled 
for us, we grow in grace and move toward 
maturity (“perfection”) in this divine love that 
God has for the whole cosmos.

Maybe I am wrong, but, with all of our 
flaws and shortcomings, I love The United 
Methodist Church, which has baptized me into 
Christ, confirmed me in faith, educated and 
trained me in following Jesus and ordained 
me into ministry on his behalf.

Maybe I am wrong, but I am so grateful to be 
a part of The United Methodist Church, and I 
remain a passionate and committed advocate 
of the “radical core” of Wesleyan Christianity.

(Rev. Victor Long is IGRC clergy and senior 
pastor at Mt. Vernon First UMC, Kaskaskia 
River District)

C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

(Editor’s note: Printed below is Bishop Frank J. Beard’s Advent message 
which was released on Nov. 25) 

BY BISHOP FRANK J. BEARD

Foundations are important.  Designers, builders, 
architects, engineers, vision inspired dreamers, con-
tractors, suppliers, and construction workers all know 
that the crucial key to obtaining a successful finished 
product is the foundation.  Where you build and what 
you build upon is vitally important. The strength of the 

foundation enables the building to withstand and survive the elements.  
The failure to establish a firm secure foundation has been the 

downfall of several notable building projects. Stories of ill-reputable 
“fly by night” contractors that prey upon vulnerable clients in the af-
termath of a disaster abound. Much hurt, disappointment, damage, 
and harm has been caused by those that take advantage of others in 
the aftermath of a crisis.  Many of these cases are the result of a faulty 
foundation, either literally or in principle. Church leaders should take 
note that it is impossible to build a strong structure on a shoddy 
foundation!

No building will last very long without a proper foundation. If the 
foundation is not secure, stable, and structurally fit, the entire building 
is in danger of ruin.  The roof, siding, walls, windows, and doors can be 
constructed with the best material available, but it is all for nothing if 
the foundation is not done properly.  

A good foundation is essential to building anything successfully. 
Just about everything in life depends on having a solid stable founda-
tion; a marriage, a home, a family, an education, a career, a team, rela-
tionships, all require a solid foundation to ensure success.

Jesus, at the end of his “sermon on the mount” talks about the 
importance of choosing the right foundation. 

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts 
them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on 
the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 
put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on 
sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” Matthew 7:24-27. 

Jesus is very clear, building a structure directly onto the ground, no 
matter how good it looks, is doomed to failure. Without a proper foun-
dation the building is at the mercy of the natural elements. Eventually 
the wind, rain, and flood waters will test the security and safety of the 
building. Every building that is built on sandy ground will collapse 
when battered by the elements.  Jesus said that those who are wise 
build their houses on the rock. The rock provides the proper founda-
tion that allows the house to survive and provide safety to the occu-
pants during turbulent times. 

The scriptures testify that Jesus is our solid rock and the only foun-
dation that the church is built upon. Paul reminds Christians in his 
letter in First Corinthians 3:10-11, “10 By the grace God has given me, I 
laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on it. 
But each one should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any founda-
tion other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

The season of Advent is a reminder that Jesus Christ alone, our 
solid rock, provides us hope in times of darkness.  Jesus is not only our 
rock of stability, but he is the light that overcomes any and every dark 
storm that we face.  Jesus offers us a peace that guides us through the 
turbulent storms of life and yields ultimate joy, as we not only with-
stand the storms, but we triumph over the storms. “On Christ, the solid 
rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand!”

The sand may look good, and it may seem stable now but what 
happens when there is a storm? If we are not built on the proper foun-
dation, Jesus Christ, we will find ourselves in peril when the storms 
come.  There is no storm avoidance, storms come to every Christian, 
every lay person, every clergyperson, every congregation, every de-
nomination, and every ministry. Storms are a fact of life.  Our best 
defense against the storms is a rock-solid foundation. 

Advent is the time to affirm and proclaim our security in Christ, 
“My hope is built on nothing less, than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. On 
Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand!”

FOUNDATIONS

God Bless the UMC
A Musical Tribute 
to The United Methodist Church

BY REV. VICTOR LONG

Sung to the tune of “God Bless the USA”

While tomorrow is uncertain,
and the church is full of strife,
I’ve no regrets for serving
Jesus Christ with all my life.
I thank my lucky stars
to be the pastor here today;
For our church still stands for love,
and Jesus is the way!

Chorus:
And I’m proud to be United Methodist
where I know that grace is free!
And I won’t forget the One who died
to give new life to me.
And I’ll gladly serve God
in the way
organized by John Wesley.
‘Cause with all my heart, I love my church;
God bless the UMC!

From the rectory of Epworth
to the Oxford Holy Club;
Across the sea to Georgia — 
a monumental flub!
So full of doubt and questions,
to Aldersgate he went.
His heart was strangely set on fire,
and it never can be quenched! 

Chorus

Always putting faith in action,
not content with idle talk,
we show God’s love to everyone;
God’s salvation is for all.
In mission and in service,
around the world we go;
Open hearts, open minds and doors
will never, ever close! 

Chorus
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Updated clergy photos,  
church photos needed
SPRINGFIELD – IGRC Communications is 
updating clergy and church information 
on the IGRC website in preparation for a 
launch Jan. 1 of a clergy portal that will 
enable clergy to update their information 
in real time.

Churches will also migrate over to a new 
Church Dashboard on Jan. 1 that will 
enable churches to update its leadership 
roll at any time during the year as well as 
contact information. The Church Dash-
board also will have online journals that 
enable the church to see what money has 
been remitted to the Conference as well 
as itemization of benevolent and mission 
giving.

You can assist in this transition time 
by uploading a photo of the church at: 
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/UploadPhoto. 
The photo should not be downsized nor 
taken from Facebook but rather a photo 
that can be attached to an email (do not 
embed the photo in a Word document 
either).

Pastors can take a look at the Clergy 
Locator to view their current photo. If 
a different photo is desired, the photo 
can be uploaded and it will be put in the 
clergy locator file for that pastor.The same 
download page, https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/UploadPhoto  

Pastors also will have the opportunity to 
get a new photo taken at the 2023 Cove-
nant Keepers event Feb. 27-28 in O'Fallon.

Coming Soon: CPE at  
Blessing Hospital
QUINCY – The Chaplaincy Department at 
Blessing Hospital in Quincy is partnering 
with CPEI to begin offering Clinical Pasto-
ral Education (CPE) once again. 

CPE is a way to enrich one’s pastoral and 
chaplaincy skills and can help clergy and 
gifted lay people further develop their 
talents

Current Blessing Chaplaincy volunteers 
who decide to take CPE will have half of 
their tuition covered.

The first 16-week unit offered at Blessing 
will begin Jan. 12. If you are interested in 
taking CPE at Blessing or have any ques-
tions, please contact Tracy Armstrong at: 
tracy.armstrong@blessinghealth.org 

Apply To CPE at: https://cpei.populiweb.
com/router/admissions/onlineapplications/
index?application_form=32

MLK Service planned at Pawnee UMC
PAWNEE – Pawnee UMC will host a Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Unity Service at 6 p.m. 
on Sunday, Jan. 15.

Rev. Dr. Jacqui King, IGRC Director of 
Ministerial Excellence; the Rev. Dr. Cary 
Beckwith, pastor of Springfield Grace 
UMC; and host pastor, the Rev. Bobby 
Davis, will be speaking.

Special music will be provided by the 
Springfield Grace UMC choir.

A fellowship time will follow the service.

For more information, contact the  
Pawnee UMC church office at 217-625-

4381, Pastor Bobby Davis’ cell at 618-409-
2914 or email at: bddavis_113_99@yahoo.
com (there are underscores between 
words and numbers).

Internship application deadline nears
SPRINGFIELD – Applications for the 2023 
and 2023-24 IGRC Intern Program are be-
ing accepted through March 1. However, 
the priority deadline is Jan. 17.

Prospective interns, mentors, and host 
churches/ministries are all invited to 
apply. The program handbook and ap-
plication links are available at the IGRC 
Intern page by visiting: https://www.igrc.
org/interns 

PASBF hosts Pre-retirement seminar
MT. VERNON – Preachers' Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund is hosting a pre-retire-
ment seminar for clergy and spouses Jan. 
19-20 at the Mt. Vernon Double Tree Inn.

Items that will be covered in the seminar 
will be:

• UM Pension Plan
• Health Insurance
• Taxes in retirement
• Medicare/Medicaid
• Adjusting to retirement
• Housing options
• Identity changes
• Relationship with spouse
• Boundaries as retired clergy
• Relationship with conference
• Rest and relaxation
• Wills and estate planning

The seminar is open to anyone within 10 
years of retirement. Persons who register 
before Jan. 5 will have a personal retire-
ment projection provided to them along 
with an individual conference related to 
the projection and retirement concerns.

Download the flyer and registration form 
or register online by visiting: https://www.
pasbf.org/events/preretirementseminar/ 

Course of Study Extension School
SPRINGFIELD – The April-May term term 
will meet April 14-15 and May 12-13. Reg-
istration deadline is Feb. 3, 2023. Tuition 
payment is due at the time of registration 
or the registration will be cancelled!

All students must take COS 121 and COS 
122 before any other classes.

The Extension Course of Study is basi-
cally for part-time pastors and exists to 
provide quality theological training and 
equipping for ministry. It is administered 
by the Board of Ordained Ministry of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference. For more 
information, visit the Course of Study 
website at: www.igrc.org/cos, or contact 
the Dean, Rev. Kenneth Hutchens at bro-
kenhutchens@gmail.com 

Courses in the April-May 2023 term:

• COS 123 Formation and Discipleship 
– taught by Dr. Beth Fender

• COS 322 Theological Heritage III: 
Medieval--Reformation – taught by 
Dr. Dennis Powers

• Register for the April-May session by 
visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
COSApril2023 

Light Kids Conference
TROY – The Light Kids Conference, a one-
day event for children in first - fifth grades 

will be held in four locations during spring 
2023! Church leaders, pastors, and chil-
dren's pastors are invited to organize a 
group of children and attend the confer-
ence together!

The dates and locations of the conference 
sessions:

• Feb. 11 – Tuscola UMC
• March 4 – Peoria First UMC
• March 25 – Edwardsville St. Johns UMC
• April 1 – Marion Aldersgate UMC

Each location begins at 9 a.m. and con-
cludes at 2 p.m. 
Of course, parents or grandparents are 
welcome to bring their kids and attend 
with them!

Learn more at www.kidsconference.org or 
by contact Tim Price at 618-541-8291. 

Fire-up Conference
TROY – The 2023 Senior High Fire-Up 
Conference will be Feb, 24-26, at Troy 
UMC. This weekend discipleship event 
has happened each February since 1997. 
Students and their ministry leaders (pas-
tors, youth pastors or other adults) are 
invited to register to attend.

Roger Palmer of Highview Church in Lou-
isville, Ky., will be speaking and Harvest 
Worship Band will be leading worship. 
The theme is DARE TO... and we want to 
challenge students in the next generation 
to follow Jesus with all they are and all 
they have! (Lamentations 3:21).

Registration includes meals, program-
ming, entertainment, and a t-shirt (if you 
register before the early deadline).

If you have any questions, please contact 
Tim Price at 618-541-8291 or email tim@
troyumc.org 

Register online at: https://harvestministry-
teams.com/fireup/ 

Civil Rights Trip April 13-21, 2023
NORMAL – Normal First UMC is hosting a 
Civil Rights trip April 13-21.

Visit some of the sites of the Civil Rights 
Movement and learn more about Amer-
ica’s history of systemic racism.  Learn 
some of the stories that were left out of 
our history classes. Share this experience 
with others, who are committed to the 
work of restoration, reconciliation, and a 
new way forward. 

The journey will actually begin before the 
trip. The group will meet together monthly 
to get acquainted, learn about the places 
they will be visiting and to open their 
hearts and minds to new understandings. 

The group will depart from Normal First 
on April 13. Among the sites visited dur-
ing the trip will be the National Civil 
Rights Museum and the Loraine Motel in 

Memphis, Tenn.; Birmingham Civil Rights 
Institute; worship at the 16th St. Baptist 
Church; Kelly Ingram Park and the Civil 
Right District of Birmingham, Ala.; the 
Rosa Parks Museum, Tuskegee sites. the 
Equal Justice Initiative Museum and Me-
morial in Montgomery, Ala.; the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge, the National Equal Justice 
Initiative Museum and Memorial and the 
Old Depot Museum in Selma, Ala.

The group will return to Bloomington-
Normal on April 21.

Cost of the trip is $1,300 per person based 
upon double occupancy on lodging and 
includes transportation, lodging, tickets 
and breakfasts. An additional estimated 
$400 will be needed for personal expens-
es, lunches and dinners.

A payment of $1,300 per person payable to 
Normal First UMC will be due by Jan. 15.

For more information, contact Pastor 
Kathy King-Nobles by email at: pastork-
athy@normalfirst.org or phone 309-452-
2096.

United Media Resource  
Center’s new location
SPRINGFIELD – The United Media Re-
source Center has moved to a new loca-
tion!  The United Media Resource has en-
tered into a new partnership with Kumler 
United Methodist Church in Springfield, 
Illinois. As part of the transition, Kumler 
UMC will be housing the resource cen-
ter and managing the lending library of 
resources at their Kumler Outreach Minis-
tries location.

The UMRC is supported by and serves 
United Methodist churches in the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, the Northern 
Illinois Conference, and the Great Plains 
Conference. Churches in the Iowa Con-
ference are invited to become yearly 
members. Other denominational groups 
may e-mail umrc@igrc.org or phone 217-
523-2269 for information on obtaining 
a UMRC membership for their member 
churches by becoming a UMRC sup-
porter.

No rental fees! Resources are mailed to 
IGRC, NIC, and GPC churches at no cost. 
Borrower pays to return items (or you can 
drop off items when the building is open). 
Borrower is responsible for replacement 
costs of damaged or lost resources.

(Editor’s note: In honor of Veteran’s Day, 
IGRC pastor, the Rev. Dr. Beverly Wilkes-
Null shares her journey into ministry and 
her service to our country)
BY REV. DR. BEVERLY L. WILKES-NULL

When I was a little girl, I dreamed of 
becoming a preacher, psychologist, lawyer, 
and being a member of the Secret Service. 

As I was preparing to graduate from 
high school, I received a Congressional 
appointment to attend West Point from 
then Congressman from Kentucky’s First 
District, Congressman Carroll Hubbard.  
I remember being so excited, anxious, 
and scared all at the same time.  All those 
emotions were quickly replaced with 
disappointment as my Mom informed me 
that West Point was just too far away.  

Although I was 18, in those days, 
especially African American parents 
were very protective of their young adults 
because as a country, we were still learning 
how to live as benefactors of the Civil 
Rights movement. 

I did not go to West Point; I 
matriculated at Murray State University, 
Even, MSU was uncomfortable for my 
parents because, at the time MSU’s 
‘minority student population’ was less than 
4 percent. However, I had been promised 
a basketball scholarship by the head 
women’s basketball coach, I was on my 
way, so I thought.  

Upon my arrival, I quickly learned 
that the coach, who had worked with my 
high school coach to get me to MSU, had 
retired.  The new coach had determined 
that I could try out and possibly become 
a walk-on with no scholarship attached.  
As I was making my way to the shower 
during tryouts, I overheard the head coach 
say to her assistant, “you know these black 
girls’ their legs just don’t develop like white 
girls.”  When the tryouts were over, the 
only person of color on the team was the 
one girl who had been on the previous 
team with the previous coach.

I found myself at Murray State with 
no scholarship, no money and my Dad 
had just learned that  Social Security had 
his birthday wrong by a full year, so he 
would be without a salary and without 
an income my first year of school. Thank 
God for Federal Work Study, and gracious 
older siblings who financially carried me 
through my first year of college.  

In my second year of college, I 
discovered the Reserved Officers Training 
Corps (ROTC).  Once again, my parents 
allowed me to participate in ROTC as a 
student. However, I was not allowed to 
commit to the junior and senior year as a 
soldier in the program.

Two years after graduating from 
MSU, I was invited to join the Missouri 
Army National Guard (MOGUARD). I 

was no longer living in my parent’s home, 
nor in the same state with my parents. I 
was on my own and free to make my own 
decision.  I enlisted in the Guard with the 
desire to become a military chaplain. After 
being in the MOGUARD two years, my 
commanding officer recommended that I 
go to Officer Candidate School.  I was on 
my way, or so I thought.  

After 16 months of training, I was 
commissioned a Second Lieutenant. By 
this time, I was halfway through seminary, 
I was preparing to be ordained, and I had 
received endorsement from The United 

Methodist Church to become 
an Army Chaplain. I was on my 
way, or so I thought.  

After Office Candidate 
School one must choose a 
federal school to attend, I chose 
Chaplaincy School.  Then 

reality struck. For a year and a half, I 
was given one excuse after another as to 
why the MOGUARD had no money to 
send me to Chaplaincy School, but they 
could send me to Military Police School 
which had been my Military Occupation 
Specialty.

After being rejected a couple of times, 
I was faced with a moral decision -- with 
ordination just a few months away. I could 
not envision myself carrying both a .45 

ONE VETERAN’S STORY
L O C A L  C H U R C H
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Bondville women give time, 
talent to the community
BONDVILLE – Bondville UMC has an active group of women who use their 
time and talents to benefit the community, which includes Champaign-Urbana 
and surrounding area in Champaign County. While there are only about 12 
seamstresses, knitters, crocheters, quilters and bakers, they produce a great 
deal of items as outreach to the community.

Recently, some volunteers gathered at the church to make mittens, hats, and 
scarves to distribute through local charities to those in need. This event, called 
“Molly’s Mittens, was organized by member Molly Black, who enlisted friends 
and church members to make the mittens. 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Cunningham Home Chaplain
Cunningham Children's Home in Urbana, 

IL is looking to hire a Chap
lain to 

help fulfill the mission of Cunningham 

Children’s Home in providing spiritual 

support to youth and families. For more 

information, visit: https://www.igrc
.org/

classifiedsdetail/chaplain-17
165796  and 

click on the link to apply.

Director of Children  
and Family Ministries
Could God be calling you to be 
our Director of Children and 
Family Ministries?  Do you know 
someone you could recommend?  
Rewarding Job.  Great team.  Fun 
children and families.  Wonderful 
community.  Hours flexible.  Highly 
competitive salary.  For more 
information, or to send a letter 
of interest and resume, contact 
Pastor Kent King-Nobles at First 
United Methodist Church in 
Normal, Illinois.  pastorkent@
normalfirst.org or www.normalfirst.
org. Job description can be 
found at:  https://www.igrc.org/
classifiedsdetail/17156994  Review 
of applications will begin Jan. 2.

Photo by Molly Black
Bondville UMC members and friends pose with some of group’s handwork. Left to right:  Molly Black, 
Megumi Hashida, Robin Shaw, Connie Hopp, Linda Schoonover, Deb Dixon, Ron Hursey, and Pastor 
Naomi Roberts. Seated: Phyllis Godwin and Mary Kay Suttle. Not pictured, Wendy Yanke.
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Jessup named finalist in  
Springfield’s First Citizen Award
BY STEVEN SPEARIE
Springfield State Journal-Register

SPRINGFIELD – The Rev. Margaret 
Ann Jessup said a key reason why the 
greater Springfield community continues 
to support Wooden It Be Lovely is because 
it helps vulnerable women participate in 
their own healing.

"It isn't," Jessup said, "a handout, but 
a hand up. Women are actually going to 
work. They earn an income."

The non-profit organization, where 
women recovering from forms of 
addiction, poverty or abuse are given jobs 
refurbishing furniture, sewing or making 
candles, launched at Douglas Avenue 
United Methodist Church nine years ago.

Jessup's guidance and vision for the 
program were reasons she was a finalist for 
The State Journal-Register's annual First 
Citizen Award. The award has been given 
out annually since 1963.

A committee considered some 25 
nominations.

Jessup, a mother of four who gave 
up a nursing career for the ministry, 
credited a monthlong internship in 2013 
at Nashville’s Magdalene House/Thistle 
Farms, a like-minded residential facility 
for women, for opening her eyes to 
helping women in drastic situations.

Wooden It Be Lovely (WIBL) has tried 
to model itself after and is now considered 
a sister program to Thistle Farms, Jessup 

said, which has led to wider sharing of 
policies and procedures.

This past year, Jessup added, has been 
a whirlwind, but a major leap for WIBL's 
future direction.

"For the last six or seven years," Jessup 
said, "we've been unfolding and growing 
and growing, but it was 2022 when so 
many of our goals were met, when we 
opened our residential program, when 
we opened a boutique (both at 801 South 
Grand Ave. W.) to give our women some 
retail experience. It allows us to make and 
sell more products, which allows us to hire 
more women."

A nominator called Jessup "a visionary 
focused on providing a circle of hope and 
healing for the women in her program."

Jessup admitted that it "isn't logical" 
her bouncing from being an oncology and 
hospice nurse to being an associate pastor 
to founding a non-profit like WIBL, but 
"hopefully it's an example of how you truly 
can do whatever it is you feel called to do. 
When you have the passion or the call in 
your heart, you can figure out how to do it.

"I'm reminded every day of how 
fragile life is, that working with women 
and people who are trying so hard to 
change their lives most days helps me be a 
better person."

(Reprinted with permission from the 
Springfield State Journal-Register’s Nov. 27 
issue, www.sj-r.com)
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BY EVELINE CHIKWANAH

MUTARE, Zimbabwe (UM News) – Africa 
University has a major role to play in the development 
of the continent, said the keynote speaker at the United 
Methodist institution’s 30th anniversary celebrations.

Michael Ugwueke, president and chief executive 
officer of Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare in Memphis, 
Tennessee, lauded the university’s accomplishments 
during the Oct. 22 festivities, while also acknowledging 
room for growth. 

“Let us look forward to all that might be 
accomplished in the next 30 years. What does AU need 
to do to fulfill its responsibility in the progress of Africa?” 
Ugwueke asked.

He noted that the top 10 largest countries in Africa 
have 740 universities for a population of 660 million, 
while the U.S. has 5,300 universities and colleges for 333 
million. “So we have a long way to go,” said Ugwueke, 
who is from Nigeria. “As Africans, we must acknowledge 
that we are not where we need to be.”

He envisioned that Africa University would have 
campuses across the continent in the next three decades, 
adding that a more educated workforce would transform 
the economy and create more wealth and opportunities 
for everyone.

“To change 1,000 lives through education is good, 
to change 10,000 lives is better, but how does AU change 
millions of lives? If we think that is too ambitious a 
responsibility for the institution, just look at what we have 
celebrated here today,” Ugwueke said.

Zimbabwe’s first private university has come a long 
way from the bold dream in 1898 of the late Bishop Joseph 
Crane Hartzell, who stood on Chiremba Mountain above 
Old Mutare and envisioned hundreds of young Africans 
running to a school of higher learning in the valley. 

The Zimbabwe government granted the Africa 
University Charter in 1991. With an initial 40 students 
studying agriculture and divinity in 1992, the university 
has grown to an enrollment of 3,000 in 65 academic 
programs. Africa University currently boasts of 10,449 

alumni from 35 African countries, 
Europe, South America and Asia. It 
ranks among the top 100 universities in 
Africa.

The Rev. Beauty R. Maenzanise, one 
of the first two female deans of Africa 
University in 2005 and the second dean 
of the Faculty of Theology for 10 years, 
said she has observed the university 
move from glory to glory.  She said in 
her current role at the United Methodist 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry, 
she is seeing how Africa University is 
investing in Africa. She is the manager 
of contextual theological education and 
resourcing and director of the E-Reader 
Project.

“Africa University alumni are no 
longer leaders of the future but today’s 
leadership,” she said.

“All of the 13 episcopal areas 
(in Africa) are benefiting from the 
knowledge these graduates received from Africa 
University. Not only are they working in the church but 
also contributing in the development of their societies,” 
Maenzanise said.

Amos Dobyo, a divinity student from Nigeria and 
president of the Student Representative Council, said the 
institution is celebrating infrastructural, technological 
and scientific developments that benefit students in areas 
such as accommodation, health care and maintenance 
and the installation of classroom technologies. 

“A lot of our students studied and are still studying 
under scholarships, which the university provides 
through its development offices and the United Methodist 
churches around the world,” he said. 

“As a United Methodist-related institution, it is 
important to state that Africa University is unique not 
only in the area of delivering quality education but also in 
building good character.

“I’m proud to say that we have a student union 
building with well-furnished offices to facilitate leadership 
with ease. Africa University is student-centered and that is 
ensured in its policies and in execution of services,” he said.

During the weekend’s festivities, the institution 
honored four pioneer workers who had served the 
university since its inception. 

Morris Ngonidzashe Bangezhano, a Zimbabwean second-
year computer information systems student who designed the 
university’s 30th anniversary logo, also was celebrated.

“I’m not a man of many words; instead, I let my work 
do the talking for me. In all my designs, I aim to portray 
a clear message, and in this design, the Africa University 
30th anniversary logo symbolizes Africa University's 
30 years of excellence and leadership transformation in 
Africa,” he said. 

“The logo comprises additional elements, one of 
which is the utilization of golden wheat. The wheat has 
a modern vitality and it demonstrates our 30 years of 
positive transformation and exponential growth.”

To mark the university’s milestone, the Zimbabwe 
Episcopal Area cabinet, led by Bishop Eben K. Nhiwatiwa, 
gave a $10,000 gift to the institution.

“We are in the tradition here in Zimbabwe to keep 
the promise to follow the legacy of our former bishops. 
Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa gave the land (1,542 acres), 
Bishop (Christopher) Jokomo established the Africa 
University Sunday, where local churches raise funds 
for the university and, recently, we have established a 
scholarship to send two students at a given time to be 
trained here,” Nhiwatiwa said.

The 30th anniversary celebrations drew over 3,000 
people comprising bishops, clergy, laity and guests from 
around the world, including more than 90 from the U.S.

The Africa University choir performed songs 
tailored for the occasion in which they paid tribute 
to the institution’s founding fathers and other notable 
people who have contributed to the development of the 
institution over the past three decades.

The celebration coincided with the inauguration of 
the Rev. Peter Mageto of Kenya as Africa University’s fifth 
vice chancellor.

(Chikwanah is a communicator of the Zimbabwe East 
Conference.)
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AFRICA UNIVERSITY  
CELEBRATES 30 YEARS

Members of the Africa University choir sing during the school’s 30th anniversary celebration on Oct. 22.

Scholarships help students change Africa
BY KATHY L. GILBERT 

MUTARE, Zimbabwe (UM News)  – Two-thirds of the 
students at Africa University receive financial aid or 
scholarships, according toJim Salley, president and CEO 
of Africa University (Tennessee) Inc.

Africa University’s 30th anniversary marked the 
beginning of the African endowment for scholarships. 
The original goal of $100,000 was surpassed. Salley 
called that achievement “the ultimate empowerment 
story.”

An endowed scholarship fund requires a minimum gift 
of $10,000, and a fully funded endowment is $130,000. 

“The understanding is that the gift amount is 
never touched,” said Andra Stevens, director of 
communications and creative services for the Africa 
University Development Office. The initial gift accrues 
interest, and awards are made from earned interest 
income after three years. School fees are $5,765 
annually for a year of study.

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference has endowed 
12 scholarships – eight of these through the Making 
Dreams Possible campaign that endowed the Bishop 
Jonathan and Beverly Keaton endowment. A 13th 
scholarship in memory of Peoria laywoman Joyce 
Francis is nearing completion. Francis was part of a 
IGRC delegation that visited AU in 2013.

Berthia Mugwagwa, 20, knew exactly which university 
she wanted to attend to make her dream of running a 
large farm come true.

“Africa University has the best agricultural university 
in Africa,” she said. “I told my mom it was my only 
option.” Mugwagwa is enrolled in the College of Health, 
Agriculture and Natural Sciences.

Family finances were difficult. Her father is disabled, so 
one of his younger brothers agreed to pay her school 
fees.

In an interview during the recent celebration of United 
Methodist-related Africa University’s 30th anniversary, 
Mugwagwa tearfully said her uncle died at his job in 
South Africa just a few days before.

“I was crying. I thought I would have to drop out,” 
she said. School officials assured her they would find 
someone to sponsor her with a scholarship.

“I am so grateful,” she said. “My school fees are a lot, and 
my mom would not be able to pay.”

Africa University provides financial aid or scholarships 
to two-thirds of the students, said Jim Salley, president 
and chief executive officer of Africa University 
(Tennessee) Inc., one of three entities that run Africa 
University in Zimbabwe. He is also associate vice 
chancellor for institutional advancement.

A primary objective of Africa University is to educate 
leaders for the continent, Salley said.

“Of the more than 11,000 alumni, more than 90 percent 
are in leadership roles on the continent of Africa,” he 
added. Alumni come from 32 countries.

After the Sunday worship service on Oct. 23, 
Mugwagwa and a group of scholarship recipients 
spoke to visitors and donors from the U.S. who came 
to celebrate the milestone for the university in Mutare, 

Zimbabwe. 

One donor, the Rev. Jennifer Jue, is pastor of Brookside 
and Trinity United Methodist churches in Jackson, 
Michigan. She brought another $10,000 donation for 
an endowed scholarship she established in 2007 for a 
female theology student.

“The students I talked to mentioned the importance, 
impact and uniqueness of Africa University to bring 
together persons from different countries throughout 
Africa,” Jue said.

She was inspired to set up an endowed scholarship 
fund after she heard the Rev. Beauty Maenzanise, 
then dean of Theology at Africa University, give a 
presentation on the school.

“I wanted to begin an endowed scholarship at Africa 
University because I believe that Africa University 
provides quality higher education that equips and 
empowers leaders of many different countries of Africa,” 
Jue said. “Ethical leaders have the potential to bring 
peace and justice to their countries, government and 
institutions.”

Another scholarship recipient, Belinda Numbi, 22, is 
in her senior year at AU. Enrolled in the College of 
Business, Peace, Leadership and Governance, she is 
studying in the department of business sciences.

“I am the firstborn of eight children,” she said. “I want to 
run a company or a business in order to support my 
siblings. I have a lot of responsibilities.”

Numbi added, “I have never met my sponsor. I would be 
so grateful to say ‘thank you.’ I pray for them. May God 
bless them.”

During the anniversary celebration, Claflin University 
president Dwaun Warmack and his family donated 
$10,000 for an endowed scholarship fund. Located in 
Orangeburg, South Carolina, Claflin University is one of 
the 11 historically Black schools and colleges in the U.S 
related to The United Methodist Church.

The 80-plus visitors that were part of a charter group 
from the U.S. took up a special collection during their 
time in Africa. They gave $6,300 in direct scholarship 
aid in honor of the Africa University Development Office. 

Another $3 million has been given to endow 
scholarships as part of the U.S.-based endowment’s 
celebration. 

The 30th anniversary also marked the beginning of the 
African endowment for scholarships, Salley said. The 
original goal was to raise $100,000.

“We surpassed that goal,” Salley said. “It is a dream 
come true.”

Several gifts came from Zimbabwe businesses, 
including $25,000 from CIMAS Medical Aid Society, 
the university’s health insurance services partner, 
designated for laboratory equipment.

Other Zimbabwe businesses and many individual gifts 
from alumni, faculty and staff donated to support the 
Africa-based scholarship endowment effort.

Salley called the African-based endowment “the 
ultimate empowerment story.”

(Kathy Gilbert is a freelance writer in Nashville, Tenn.)

Photo courtesy of the Africa University Public Affairs Office 
Michael Ugwueke, president and CEO of Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare, gives the 
keynote address during the 30th anniversary celebration for United Methodist-related 
Africa University in Mutare, Zimbabwe. 

Photo courtesy of the Africa University Public Affairs Office 

Photos courtesy of Melissa Beard 
(TOP) Bishop Frank J. Beard was one of several bishops that were on 
hand for the 30th anniversary celebration of Africa University.

(MIDDLE) Bishop Beard and his wife, Melissa, pay a visit to the 
Fairfield Children’s Home across from Africa University. One of the 
scholarships from the eight Keaton Endowed Scholarships and the 
nearly-completed Joyce Francis Scholarship will go to students 
which lived at the orphanage.

(BOTTOM) Bishop Beard takes part in a program at Fairfield 
Children’s Home led by a delegation from the Michigan Conference.
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BY SAM HODGES

HOT SPRINGS, Ark. (UMNews) –   A special 
session of the Arkansas Conference took the apparently 
unprecedented action of blocking the disaffiliation of 
three churches, while approving 35 others for departure 
from The United Methodist Church.

During an emotional, day-long Nov. 19 meeting, 
the conference voted against ratifying disaffiliation for 
First United Methodist Church of Jonesboro, Searcy First 
United Methodist Church and Cabot United Methodist 
Church.

The churches had all cleared the requirement of a 
congregational vote with at least two-thirds favoring 
disaffiliation.

But conference approval is another requirement. And 
in the special session, held at the Hot Springs Convention 
Center, speakers raised questions about the fairness of the 
process leading to those congregations’ votes.

Nearly 20 U.S. conferences have scheduled special 
conferences this year and so far most have approved all 
the disaffiliations on the agenda. But not Arkansas.

“What happened was people voted, and this is 
going to sound trite, but they voted their heart about 
whether they felt a church should disaffiliate,” Arkansas 
Conference Bishop Gary Mueller told UM News.

The Arkansas Conference faces the question of what 
recourse there is for churches that cleared the hurdle 
of a church members’ vote and reached a disaffiliation 
agreement with the conference board of trustees — but 
lost in the vote at the special session.

“I would assume they have the right to resubmit 
the disaffiliation agreement or they have a right to go 
through the process again,” Mueller said. “We’re kind of in 
uncharted territory.”

The Rev. John Miles posted a video to inform the 
church he leads, First United Methodist of Jonesboro, that 
the conference had not approved its disaffiliation.

“That’s very discouraging, but y’all it’s not the end 
of the line,” he said. “There’s much more we can do. And 
we’ll regroup and we’ll think about it. … When we get 
back from Thanksgiving, we’ll get together with our 
administrative board, we’ll get your input and we’ll begin 
to look at our options for what’s next.”

On July 31, the Jonesboro church voted by 69 percent 
to leave, narrowly above the two-thirds necessary. None 
of the other churches seeking disaffiliation approval at the 
special session had that close a vote, percentage-wise.

Stay UMC Jonesboro is a group of First United 
Methodist of Jonesboro members who strongly opposed 
disaffiliation and created a website and used social media 
to argue that the process leading to the church’s vote had 
included misinformation and otherwise been unfair. A 
red-clad contingent of Stay UMC Jonesboro came to the 
special session as observers.

After the special session, Stay UMC Jonesboro posted 
a statement:

“We give thanks today for a vote that recognized the 
concerns raised about the disaffiliation process at First 
UMC Jonesboro ….  We look forward to the opportunity 
to start afresh united together in our spiritual home to 
make disciples of Jesus and love one another.”

Searcy First United Methodist’s pastor, the Rev. Jeff 
Jackson, declined to comment on the special session 
decision, saying his church is focused on prayer and 
healing.

Mark Eldridge is part of a group at Searcy First that 
opposed disaffiliation, and he said the special session’s 
decisions showed concern for the situation of what he 

called “displaced Methodists.”
“I’m glad that was recognized,” he said.
Leaders of the Cabot United Methodist Church did 

not immediately respond to request for comment.
The Cabot church had voted by 79 percent to 

disaffiliate, and the Searcy church by 71 percent.
The United Methodist Church has long faced 

internal division over LGBTQ inclusion and other issues. 
The contentious 2019 General Conference resulted in 
strengthened bans on the ordination of “self-avowed 
practicing” gay clergy and the officiating of same-sex 
weddings.

That same church lawmaking assembly approved 
adding Paragraph 2553 to the Book of Discipline, 
recognizing the deep divisions over homosexuality. 
The provision in the denomination’s policy book allows 
churches that meet a series of requirements to leave the 
denomination with property — gaining release from the 
denomination’s trust clause. The provision expires at the 
end of 2023.

In early 2020, a plan to allow for an amicable split of 
the denomination was announced by a diverse group of 
church leaders. But pandemic-related delays of General 
Conference have kept the plan from being considered.

Meanwhile, a breakaway traditionalist denomination, 
the Global Methodist Church, has formed, and many 
traditionalist churches have sought to exit The United 
Methodist Church under Paragraph 2553.

On Nov. 19, four other U.S. conferences — North 
Carolina, Indiana, West Ohio and Dakotas — also had 
special sessions to approve disaffiliations.

The North Carolina Conference approved 249 
churches for leaving. That represents 32 percent of the 
conference’s congregations and about 22 percent of 
conference membership.

A UM News tally shows that, after the Nov. 19 
sessions, 1,314 churches have been approved for 
disaffiliation by annual conferences, with 1,131 of those 

approvals coming this year.
The United Methodist Church has about 30,000 

congregations in the U.S.
The Arkansas Conference has seen considerable and 

heated conflict over disaffiliation, with social media a 
battleground.

Mueller, who is retiring at the end of the year, used 
his opening remarks at the special session to lament how 
disagreements have played out.

“I see this as the Body of Christ being wrenched 
apart, not by others but by us,” he said.

Before debate began at the special session, Mueller 
asked those present to hold hands and pray together.

The long meeting included speeches questioning 
the fairness of certain local church votes and noting that 
the disaffiliations would limit or even remove the United 
Methodist witness in some parts of the state. Others 
argued that the disaffiliating churches had followed the 
process, including having their disaffiliation agreements 
signed off on by the conference board of trustees.

A simple majority vote was needed to approve or 
disapprove disaffiliation. The First Jonesboro vote was 254 
in favor of approval and 335 against. The Searcy church 
vote was 287 for approval and 305 against. With the Cabot 
church, 296 voted to approve disaffiliation and 310 were 
opposed.

Mueller told UM News he had complete confidence 
in the district superintendents and trustees as they 
worked with churches moving toward disaffiliation. But 
he also did not second guess the conference members’ 
decision not to approve the First Jonesboro, Searcy First 
and Cabot churches’ disaffiliations.

“This was United Methodists getting together for 
conferencing, and they made the decisions they wanted to 
make.”

(Hodges is a Dallas-based writer for United Methodist 
News. Heather Hahn contributed to this report.)

N A T I O N A L
N E W S

N A T I O N A L
N E W S

BY HEATHER HAHN

NASHVILLE, Tenn. –  In its coming session, The 
United Methodist Church’s highest court faces multiple 
questions related to the delay of the denomination’s top 
lawmaking assembly to 2024. 

The Judicial Council also continues to deal with 
questions on how to handle church disaffiliations under 
church law.

The denomination’s top court plans to start 
deliberations on its 24-item fall 2022 docket this month. 

Since 2020, the pandemic has forced the 
Judicial Council — with nine members from Liberia, 
Mozambique, Norway and the U.S. — to do its work in 

a new way. Instead of gathering for a few days in one 
location, the Judicial Council has been meeting online 
throughout the year and publishing decisions as they 
are ready. The church court plans to resume in-person 
meetings next year. 

In the meantime, three annual conferences have each 
asked the Judicial Council to rule on the ramifications of 
the much-delayed General Conference, the denomination’s 
big legislative meeting. 

Chief among the annual conferences’ questions is 
whether new delegates need to be elected to the coming 
General Conference, and if so, how many. 

The denomination’s 133 annual conferences 
are church regional bodies consisting of multiple 

congregations and other ministries. As the basic bodies of 
the denomination, they are responsible for electing the lay 
and clergy delegates who vote at General Conference.

The coming lawmaking assembly — usually held 
every four years — was scheduled initially for May 2020, 
but the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic shuttered the 
meeting venue and forced postponement. Since then, the 
virus and resulting travel restrictions have continued to 
bedevil planning for the meeting that draws delegates 
from four continents and multiple time zones. 

Citing COVID-caused long waits for travel visas, 
the Commission on the General Conference voted earlier 
this year to delay the gathering a third time to 2024, the 

Church court deals with General Conference delay

DELAY CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Complaint filed against gay bishop’s consecration
BY HEATHER HAHN

AIKEN, S.C. (UMNews)  – A United Methodist pastor in 
South Carolina has filed a complaint against all Western 
Jurisdiction bishops, accusing them of violating church 
law with the consecration of the denomination’s second 
openly gay and married bishop.

The Rev. W. Timothy McClendon, senior pastor of St. 
John’s United Methodist Church in Aiken, South Carolina 
and former episcopal candidate himself, also has taken 
the highly unusual step of posting the complaint online 
and inviting other United Methodists to sign on. 

The United Methodist complaint process typically takes 
place in strict confidentiality, especially when there is no 
criminal allegation involved. As of Dec. 3, 1,046 United 
Methodists from around the globe have added their 
names to the complaint. 

Among those signing the complaint identified from the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference include the following 30 
pastors: Rev. Adrian Garcia, Rev. Edward Granadosin, Rev. 
Jon Carrell, Rev. Dr. Shalom S. L. Renner, Rev. W. Shane 
Frederick, Rev. Steve Granadosin, Rev. Beth A. McLaughlin, 
Rev. Steven Barrett, Rev. Jerry Haley, Rev. Sigurd Bjorklund, 
Rev. Jarrett Wells, Rev. Charles Graul, Rev. Mike Rucker, 
Rev. Roger Russell, Rev. Pete Ryan, Rev. Roger Grimmett, 
Rev. Marty McMichael, Rev. David Cochran, Rev. James K. 
Slone, Rev. Thaddeus J. Galloway, Rev. Carl Mesiti, Rev. Van 
Scott, Rev. Paul Jacob, Rev. April Turner, Rev. Bill Wiggs, Jr., 
Rev. Dennis D. Price, Rev. Dr. Robert Phillips, Rev. Charliam 
Renner, Rev. Danny Motta and Rev. Dr. Robert Swickard.

The signatories also include 15 IGRC laypersons:  Robert 
Hubert, Ruth Granadosin, Angela Sarandis, Frank Akers, John 
Granadosin, Betty Stoltz, John Cooper, Thomas Finley, Earlene 
Schroeder, Wanda Scott, Brian Neal, James R.W. Turner, M.J. 
Zimmerman, Rev. Lance Leeds, and Emily Hargraves.

The complaint can be found online at: https://
wjcomplaintcom.files.wordpress.com/2022/11/
complaint-against-wj-college-of-bishops-3.pdf 

“I contend that the action and/or inaction of the Western 
Jurisdiction College of Bishops has caused significant 
harm,” McClendon’s complaint said before listing ways he 
sees the consecration undermining his and other United 
Methodists’ ministry. 

The complaint comes after simultaneous regional meetings 
of the five U.S. jurisdictions earlier this month signaled a 
shift, at least among American United Methodists, toward 
a more LGBTQ-welcoming denomination. It also comes 
as The United Methodist Church — like other Protestant 
denominations before it — is seeing mounting church 
disaffiliations after decades of intensifying debate about 
the status of LGBTQ people in church life.

All five U.S. jurisdictions — meeting separately across the 
country — approved similarly worded resolutions that 
aspire to a future United Methodist Church where LGBTQ 
people “will be protected, affirmed, and empowered” 
including as laity, as ordained clergy, in the episcopacy 

and on denominational boards. 

Each jurisdiction also passed non-binding resolutions 
requesting that people who plan to leave The United 
Methodist Church, as a matter of integrity, refrain from 
serving in leadership roles in the denomination. 

The United Methodist Church still bans the officiating of 
same-sex weddings and the ordination of “self-avowed 
practicing” gay clergy. Only General Conference, the 
denomination’s international lawmaking assembly now 
scheduled for spring 2024, can alter those prohibitions.

However, the jurisdictions also elected 13 new bishops 
— none of whom identify with The United Methodist 
Church’s traditionalist wing that has sought to maintain 
and enforce those bans. A number of traditionalists 
expect the elections and resolutions to hasten 
theological conservatives’ move to the exits. 

But McClendon’s complaint is a reminder that 
traditionalists who support the denomination’s current 
stance on homosexuality remain part of the denomination. 

McClendon and 22 initial co-signers submitted the 
complaint to the denomination’s Council of Bishops on 
Nov. 8 — just days after Western Jurisdiction delegates 
elected and celebrated the consecration of three new 
episcopal leaders including Bishop Cedrick Bridgeforth.

Bridgeforth, an African American, is the first openly gay man 
to be elected bishop in The United Methodist Church. He is 
married to Christopher Hucks-Ortiz. The Western Jurisdiction, 
which has long opposed denominational bans related to 
LGBTQ individuals, previously elected Bishop Karen Oliveto 
— the denomination’s first openly gay and married bishop. 

“We are troubled by those who took this complaint public 
and are garnering signatures,” Oliveto said in a statement 
to UM News on behalf of the Western Jurisdiction bishops. 
She leads the Mountain Sky Conference and currently 
serves as president of the jurisdiction’s bishops.

“As we all know, this seriously compromises the 
confidentiality of the church’s complaint process. We 
continue to hold fast to a vision which was affirmed by every 
jurisdictional conference, that ‘LGBTQIA+ people will be 
protected, affirmed, and empowered in the life and ministry 
of the church.’ May we be a church where love lives.”

Bishops preside but do not have a vote at either 
jurisdictional conferences or General Conference. But 
they do participate in consecration services. 

After Oliveto’s election and consecration in 2016, the 
Judicial Council — the denomination’s top court — ruled 
that the consecration of a gay bishop violates church law. 
The church court also said the bishop “remains in good 
standing” until any administrative or judicial complaint 
process is completed. 

The special General Conference in 2019 also passed 
legislation that prohibits bishops “from consecrating 
bishops who are self-avowed practicing homosexuals, 
even if they have been duly elected.”

McClendon, a delegate at the 2019 General Conference, 
made the motion for the vote that ultimately passed the 
Traditional Plan, which included that and other legislation 
affirming the church’s current bans related to noncelibate 
gay clergy and same-sex weddings. 

McClendon’s complaint accuses all living bishops in 
the Western Jurisdiction — both retired and active — of 
violating church law, including bishops who did not 
attend the conference or participate in the service. 

McClendon wrote that the consecration undermines 
his personal ministry “by creating confusion about the 
United Methodist Church and its legislated laws on the 
highest ideals of the Christian life, and increasing anxiety, 
turmoil, and a potential lack of accountability to UM-
accepted teaching on every subject.”

He declined to answer any UM News questions about 
the complaint at this time. Leaders of the Council of 
Bishops also did not respond to a UM News inquiry.

The Book of Discipline, the denomination’s policy book, 
offers a mechanism for the whole Council of Bishops 
as a body to intercede in complaints against episcopal 
colleagues. But the Council of Bishops consistently has 
avoided doing so.

The Rev. Jeremy Smith, a delegate to the Western 
Jurisdictional Conference and frequent blogger on church 
matters, expects that practice is unlikely to change now. 

After the Traditional Plan passed in 2019, United 
Methodists in the U.S. elected a significantly different slate 
of delegates — most of whom opposed the legislation and 
wanted to work to change it. It was that class of delegates 
who voted for new bishops and the LGBTQ-affirming 
resolutions in this month’s jurisdictional conferences.

“My hope is that conservative United Methodists 
remember that every piece of our polity and structure 
caters to them,” Smith, pastor of First United Methodist 
Church in Seattle, told UM News. “No power or position is 
denied to them. They can even continue to file complaints 
like this. But they can no longer abuse the episcopacy 
against LGBTQ+ inclusion, and I’m hopeful for a return to a 
more Wesleyan accountability structure.”

(Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News)

Photo by Rodney Steele, courtesy of the Arkansas Conference
The Rev. David Kassos, pastor of Amity United Methodist Church in Amity, Ark., speaks at the Nov. 19 special session of the Arkansas Conference. 

THREE CHURCH DISAFFILIATIONS  
BLOCKED IN ARKANSAS

 UMNews File photo by Paul Jeffrey
The Rev. W. Timothy McClendon of South Carolina leads delegates in prayer 
before a vote to strengthen church bans related to homosexuality on the 
last day of the 2019 special General Conference in St. Louis. McClendon has 
filed a complaint and invited others to sign on following the consecration of 
the denomination’s second openly gay and married bishop. 
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Cunningham grad graduates from law school
URBANA  – Last spring, Jessica Fullilove, 
a former Cunningham youth, invited our 
Chaplain Gay King Crede to her graduation 
from Northern Illinois University College of 
Law. Naturally, she was delighted to hear from 
Jessica and attended the joyous occasion 
with great pride.

Following the ceremony, 
Chaplain Gay joined 
Jessica and her family 
for a celebration meal. 
It was then that Jessica 
expressed her gratitude 
to Chaplain Gay and 
Cunningham for helping 
her form values, sticking 
with her through her 
difficult years and helping 
her to believe in God’s love for her.

"When I reflect on my life," Jessica said, "I 
always remember how it started and what 
was my turning point. I remember talking 
to Chaplain Gay about how I was such a 
horrible person and her telling me God 
forgives, God loves. She taught me what 
grace and forgiveness looked like and that 
was the start of a transformation inside of 
me. I was able to learn from that, take it into 
therapy and understand that when properly 
heard, supported and loved, you can be 
successful. This helped me to manage my 
emotions instead of suppressing them and 
really changed my life. Chaplain Gay put me 
onto the path to be who I am today."

Because of a difficult home life, when Jessica 
arrived at Cunningham from Chicago, she 
lacked stability and needed people who 
could provide structure in a supportive, loving 
and encouraging environment.

"My staff at Cunningham welcomed me with 
open arms," Jessica said. "They could see I 
wasn’t a bad kid. I just needed someone to 
pour into me. They gave me a lot of positive 
energy and invested in me. And when I got 
that from them, it showed in everything I did 
afterwards."

Friends like you also pour into our kids 
and it makes all the difference in the world. 
Today, Jessica shares that the experiences 
she had at Cunningham—participating in 
sports, drama club and choir—were only 
possible because so many people care about 
Cunningham youth. Generous donors helped 
pay for much of the fees associated with her 
extracurricular activities and also funded 
fun experiences for all the kids. Our Special 
Therapies team supported Jessica in ways a 
family would, helping her practice and even 
created a special class where she could focus 

on her music and hone her craft.

"It was those instances when people took 
the extra time that helped build me up," 
Jessica said. "I have a lot of great memories, 
like the ski trip we took that was sponsored 
by donors and visits to the lake house. I 

know I wouldn’t have 
been able to do a 
lot of the things I did 
without the generosity 
of so many who support 
Cunningham. Those 
experiences, the amazing 
Special Therapies staff 
and Chaplain Gay, are 
what helped me find my 
footing and happiness."

After graduating high 
school, Jessica moved back to Chicago and 
lived in a transitional living house while she 
worked to rebuild a relationship with her 
family. Two years later, she entered college. 
Jessica earned an undergraduate degree in 
corporate communications from Northern 
Illinois and was encouraged to go see the 
world and spent the next four years traveling 
as a flight attendant.

"I used that time to gain some perspective," 
Jessica said. "I saw the political landscape 
and it reminded me that I needed to go 
back to my dream to advocate for the 
disenfranchised," Jessica said. "I decided it 
was time for law school."

In 2018, Jessica started to study for the LSAT 
again and in 2019, she entered law school. 
Today, she works in insurance defense for 
a Fortune 500 company in Texas and still 
relies on the values she learned long ago. She 
said one of the things she loved most about 
Chaplain Gay was how in her teachings she 
would mimic what Jesus did, emphasizing 
humility and the importance of serving 
others—lessons Jessica took with her.

"Chaplain Gay taught me the importance of 
always being humble and to remember that 
we are here to serve," Jessica said. "That’s 
why I became a lawyer, to help people. 
I am taking what was poured into me at 
Cunningham and giving it back to the world 
through a legal perspective."

Jessica said her relationship with her family 
is "pretty amazing right now" and the pride 
they feel for her was evident as they came 
out in droves for her graduation. It is safe to 
say Jessica and her family are thankful for the 
healing and growth they’ve experienced.

(Reprinted from the enewsletter of 
Cunningham Children’s Home)

CHURCH RESPONDS AS FAMINE THREATENS CONGO

C O N F E R E N C E  
N E W S

MT. VERNON  – Spero Family Services has been awarded EAGLE 
Accreditation by the Educational Assessment Guidelins Leading toward 
Excellence (EAGLE) Accreditation Commission. 

EAGLE is the only faith-based accreditation program in the United 
States and is managed by the United Methodist Association of Health and 
Welfare Ministries (UMA). 

EAGLE is a voluntary program that recognizes health and human 
service organizations that go 

beyond the requirements of licensure to improve operational 
processes and outcomes while pursuing excellence in holistic, Christian 
mission. EAGLE challenges organizations not just to compete in 
challenging human services environments, but to soar above the 
competition while living their faith values. EAGLE is ecumenical and 
applicable to organizations of all Christian faith traditions.

“Being EAGLE accredited means a lot to Spero Family Services. It 
adds to our credibility as a quality service provider and gives focus to our 
Christian-based mission work,” says Joe Bernard, Spero CEO. “Also, being 
peer reviewed has allowed us to develop stronger relationships with other 
child care ministries as well as identifying opportunities for growth and 
improvement.”

The EAGLE Accreditation Program includes the compilation of a 
rigorous self-study that covers all facets of care delivery and operations 
followed by a site visit from a review team of independent health care and 
human service professionals from across the country. Designation as an 
EAGLE-accredited organization continues for four years, during which 
Spero will submit annual reports to ensure all accreditation standards are 
being met.

“We extend our congratulations to Spero Family Services for 
its commitment to upholding EAGLE’s principles that reinforce the 
importance of faith-based mission, operational excellence and responsible 
stewardship,” said Mary Kemper, President/CEO of UMA.

BY CHADRACK TAMBWE LONDE

KINDU, Congo (UM News)  – United Methodist 
Bishop Gabriel Yemba Unda encourages people of faith to 
engage in agricultural efforts to address famine in Congo.

“All people, United Methodists and non-United 
Methodists alike,” he said, “need to understand that this 
is a crucial moment. We must embark, without wasting 
time, in agriculture in order to produce more food and 
fight famine.”

Elie Etako, who works for the church’s East Congo 
Development Bureau, said the field cultivated by young 
people during the last growing season made it possible 
to harvest more than 3,500 pounds of groundnuts. The 
maize crop did not fare as well, but the harvest for cassava 
extends from November through December. 

In Congo, millions of people have been affected 
by famine aggravated by conflict in some areas and the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The United Nations’ World Food 
Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization 
report that the number of people affected by high acute 
food insecurity in the DRC is estimated at 27 million, or 
one in three people. This includes nearly 7 million people 
facing emergency levels of acute hunger.

“For the first time,” said Peter Musoko, representative 
for the World Food Programme in Congo, “we were able 
to analyze the vast majority of the population, which 
helped us get closer to the true picture of the staggering 
scale of food insecurity in DRC.” 

Aristide Ongone Obame, Food and Agriculture 
Organization representative in the country, considers 
social and political stability key to strengthening food 
security.

“The recurrent conflicts in eastern DRC and the 
suffering they cause remain a serious concern,” he said. 
“Social and political stability is essential to strengthen 

food security and the resilience of vulnerable populations. 
We urgently need to focus on producing food where 
it is needed most. The main agricultural season is 
approaching, and there is no time to lose.”

Unda said neighboring areas not yet affected by 
insecurity should redouble their efforts in agriculture to 
produce even more food.

“The surplus of agricultural production in peaceful 
areas will have to be exported to the provinces affected by 
insecurity caused by armed groups,” Unda said.

Earlier this year, the United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries approved $3.5 million to help realize 
the late Bishop John K. Yambasu’s dream of making The 
United Methodist Church in Africa self-sufficient through 
agriculture. During its fall meeting, board members 
approved another nearly $1.1 million for the Yambasu 
agriculture initiative.

Nico Ndomba, who teaches at Kindu Methodist 
University, said Congo has millions of acres of arable land 
just waiting to be cultivated.

“In Congo,” Ndomba said, “you don't need chemical 
fertilizers to get the yield.”

However, Etako noted, The United Methodist Church 
in eastern Congo does not have its own land to cultivate 
the fields.

As part of the new efforts, Edmund Melusi Makowa 
will coordinate the agriculture department. A Global 
Ministries missionary, Makowa will serve as a resource 
person for agriculture and food security issues in eastern 
Congo.

“Edmund will provide technical expertise and 
promote technologies on sustainable agriculture for the 
episcopal area of eastern Congo, according to the vision 
and mission of The United Methodist  Church,” Unda 
said when he introduced Makowa to the delegates of the 
Eastern Congo Annual Conference in July 2022.

Etako said he believes Makowa’s expertise will benefit 
the church and improve agriculture.

“Our concern,” he said, “is that every local church 
should have a field to fight famine and malnutrition. 
We have the support of several leaders at the level of the 
Eastern Congo Annual Conference who have responded 
positively.

“I believe that with this field initiative, it will be very 
easy for local churches to take charge of themselves and 
fund the advancement of God's work.”

(Chadrack Tambwe Londe is French news editor for UM 
News in the Congo Central Conference.)

G L O B A L
N E W S

GLEN CARBON – One of the most 
inspiring things is hearing someone 
talk about their passion for serving. 
One person’s spark can set a fire 
of excitement among an entire 
community.

For Jane Johnson and her community, 
that is exactly what happened.

Jane and her husband Jeff had 
previously heard about Midwest 
Mission through the church they were 
attending. Because of this connection 
to Midwest Mission, Jane knew about 
the one-handled cloth bags used to 
hold school supplies in our Student 
Kits. At the time, in 2007, the one-
handled cloth bag was one of the 
only handmade projects Midwest 
Mission offered. The bag needed to be 

handmade by volunteers in particular 
dimensions. 

One day, as Jane cleared out some 
cabinets in the church building, she 
came across a lot of old fabric. Jane 
was a sewer, and upon seeing this, 
instead of throwing it out or giving it 
away, Jane had an idea - the spark. 

Calling a few ladies from the church, 
Jane set out with them to make 
the sturdy, beautiful one-handled 
bags. Gathering in her basement, 
the women sewed these bags as 
they fellowshipped and shared the 
enjoyment of light conversations and 
concentrated stitching. Jane was 
excited to share in the joy of making 
these bags with ladies from her church 
for an organization they loved. Little did 
she know, after that initial gathering, 
the group flourished and became Sew 
Much Joy. 

Fifteen years later, Sew Much Joy 
now has 20 women and moved from 
meeting four times a year to every 
two weeks. The group still fills Jane’s 
basement, bringing in their sewing 
machines and supplies, nestling in 
close together as they share stories 
over their hours together. They still sew 
the one-handled cloth bags, but now 
also sew dresses, receiving blankets, 
items for our Feminine Hygiene Kit, 
and diapers. 

Sew Much Joy group serves from home

SO MUCH JOY CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

UMNews photo by Chadrack Tambwe Londe
United Methodist Bishop Gabriel Yemba Unda prays for peanuts produced during the last growing season in Kindu, Congo. With an estimated 27 mil-
lion people facing food insecurity in the country, the East Congo bishop has called for redoubling efforts to combat hunger through agriculture. 

year when the next General Conference after 2020 already 
was supposed to take place. The commission has since 
specified that the next General Conference is scheduled 
for April 23-May 3, 2024, in Charlotte, North Carolina. 

The General Conference commission has long 
maintained that the 2020 legislative assembly is postponed 
and not cancelled. Based on that assessment, the 
commission argues that annual conferences do not need 
to hold new delegate elections for the delayed General 
Conference; nor does legislation already duly submitted to 
the assembly need to be resent.

However, a number of United Methodists are not 
so sure. The Alaska Conference has asked the Judicial 
Council to determine whether it’s legal under the Book of 
Discipline, the denomination’s law book, for the General 
Conference commission to postpone the 2020 General 
Conference to 2024 and hold the postponed session in lieu 
of the regular session.  

In a similar vein, both the Western Pennsylvania 
Annual Conference and the Kenya-Ethiopia Annual 
Conference in eastern Africa each asked the church court 
whether the General Conference in 2024 should be seen 
as a regular session, rather than postponed, and what that 

means for delegate elections. 
The Kenya-Ethiopia Conference phrased the 

question this way: “If new delegates must be elected, will 
the number of delegates to be elected be based on the 
allocation of delegates for the 2020 General Conference or 
a revised allocation of delegates based on the formula for a 
regular 2024 General Conference?”

Earlier this year, the Judicial Council took up another 
question about General Conference’s delay, ruling that 
each postponement resets the deadlines for legislative 
petitions to be submitted to the body. The church court’s 
Decision 1429 essentially opens the door for more 
legislation to be considered than what was already before 
delegates elected to the 2020 General Conference. 

The coming General Conference already faced 
multiple proposals for denominational separation after 
decades of intensifying debate and defiance of United 
Methodist bans on same-sex weddings and “self-avowed 
practicing” gay clergy.

But with the session’s third delay, a slow-motion 
separation is already under way with a number of 
congregations opting to use a Book of Discipline provision 
passed during the 2019 special General Conference that 
allows churches to leave the denomination with property if 
they meet certain financial and procedural conditions.

The provision, the Discipline’s new Paragraph 
2553, only applies in the U.S. The 2019 special General 
Conference also established that legislation passed at the 
gathering would not take effect in central conferences — 
church regions in Africa, Europe and the Philippines — 
until 12 months after the coming General Conference. The 
church law is set to expire Dec. 31, 2023, months before 
the next General Conference is set to take place.

Since Paragraph 2553 took effect in 2019, more than 
1,300 churches have used it as a pathway to withdraw from 
the denomination. That is still less than 5 percent of the 
more than 30,000 United Methodist churches in the U.S.

The Judicial Council has previously ruled on multiple 
questions related to Paragraph 2553. The church court also 
ruled that another measure in the Discipline, Paragraph 
2548.2, deals solely with property and cannot be used as a 
pathway for church disaffiliations. 

The fall docket includes 10 more items related to 
disaffiliation. They all stem from issues raised during the 
2022 U.S. annual conference season.

Bishops routinely face questions of law during the 
annual conference sessions at which they preside. The 
Book of Discipline requires that any bishop’s decision of law 
must go before the Judicial Council for review. 

(Heather Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News.)

DELAY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Spero Family Services  
awarded Eagle accreditation
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C O N F E R E N C E  
N E W S

UNITED MEDIA  
RESOURCE CENTERUMRC

‘Turn over a new leaf’ in 2023 using a book borrowed from the UMRC!
Items can be sent to your church or home address and can be requested  
from the online catalog: www.igrc.org/umrc or by email: umrc@igrc.org

No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage.
Books:
#819048 Common Rule: Habits of Purpose for an Age of Distraction
#816125 Deeper Journey: The Spirituality of Discovering Your True Self
#817068 Deeply Rooted: Knowing Self, Growing in God
#818181   Invitation to a Journey: A Road Map for Spiritual Formation
#818162 Invitation to Retreat: The Gift and Necessity of Time Away with God
#821070 Joy Stealers: Overcoming Obstacles  
 to Hope and Happiness
#809092   Making Crosses: A Creative Connection  
 to God
#820110   Mindfulness and Christian Spirituality:  
 Making Space for God
#819119   One Breath at a Time: A Skeptic's Guide  
 to Christian Meditation    
#814089   Shaped by the Word: The Power of  
 Scripture in Spiritual Formation
#816040   Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian  
 Spiritual Life
#817053   Upper Room Dictionary of Christian  
 Spiritual Formation
#816249   Walking in the Dust of Rabbi Jesus: 
 How the Jewish Words of Jesus Can  
 Change Your Life
#811079 Working Out Your Own Beliefs: A Guide 
 for Doing Your Own Theology

The UMRC is now located at Kumler Outreach Ministries, 
a ministry of the Kumler United Methodist Church in 
Springfield. The new mailing address is:

 Kumler Outreach Ministries
 Attn: United Media Resource Center
 303 E North Grand Ave
 Springfield IL 62702-3822

The new phone number is 217-523-2269, which is 
the number for Kumler Outreach Ministries. When the 
receptionist answers, ask for the United Media Resource 
Center. The UMRC hours of operation are in flux so it’s likely 
that you will need to leave a voice message. Please do so and 
include your name and church name in your message.

Questions, comments? 
Contact us at umrc@igrc.org

If you are interested in volunteering at the UMRC during 
weekday hours, please call 217-523-2269  
and ask for Sharon Brown.

caliber pistol on my hip and a Bible in my hand.  I 
resigned my hard-earned commission and made the 
decision to follow my call into full-time ministry.   

I was active in the MOGUARD for four years, 
seven months and seven days and an additional six 
years as inactive.  As part of my continuing education 
journey, I have completed two units of Clinical Pastoral 
Education at Jefferson Barracks in St. Louis, Mo., as it 
afforded me the opportunity to provide pastoral care to 
veterans.  My heart will always belong to veterans. In 
my family we have served in United States Army Guard 
and Regular, Air Force, Marines, and Navy. 

On Saturday, Nov. 5, the Quilts of Valor 
Foundation in Edwardsville, presented me with Quilt 
#704 in recognition for my service to our nation. My 
heart is filled with joy and my eyes yet overflow with 
tears of gratitude.  When you look at my certificate 
from the Missouri Army National Guard Military 
Academy my certificate pronoun states ‘him’.  I believe 
that there had been no women before the OCS Class of 
24 which had myself and one other woman; we could 
not get them to fix our pronoun.

As we prepare to honor veterans today, please do 
not forget the thousands of unsung men and women 
who are a part of our immediate families and our 
Bearcat family who have given their service so that we 
can have the opportunity to live our best lives. Thank 
you for your support as you pause this week remember 
as President Ronald Reagan said: “All gave some and 
some gave all.”

(Rev. Dr. Beverly Wilkes-Null is IGRC clergy, currently 
serving at McKendree University in Lebanon, as 
university chaplain and Director of Church Relations)

On the evening of Oct. 19, several participants brought 
in sewing machines to stitch up mittens being cut to 
shape by other volunteers; they crafted 57 pairs of 
mittens. In addition to the evening’s production, some 
participants sew items at home throughout the year. 
Molly Blacks’ mother, Deb Dixon, brought 134 knitted 
stocking caps; Mary Kay Suttle made 55 scarves, 135 
pairs of mittens and 25 fleece stocking caps. 

Consequently, Molly’s Mittens recently donated 192 
pairs of mittens, 55 scarves, 134 stocking caps and 
25 fleece stocking caps to the OSF Mitten tree in 
Champaign-Urbana. The group’s numbers may be 
small, but their impact on the community is huge.

In the past, the women have crocheted plastic bags 
into 3-foot by 6 foot mats for homeless people to 
use as sleep mats. Bondville donated 13 mats to the 
Daily Bread Soup Kitchen in Champaign. They have 
knitted or crocheted dozens of prayer shawls which 
are blessed and gifted to those who have suffered loss 
of loved ones. With an abundance of shawls, Bondville 
UMC was able to donate a supply to nearby Savoy 
UMC, when their supply ran short. They also donated 
eight prayers shawls to OSF Hospital in Urbana, Illinois.

The Bondville women participate in making craft items 
and baking for their annual Christmas Cookie and Craft 
sale held the first Saturday in December. Last year, the 
women sold over $5,500 worth of crafts and cookies in 
just five hours. They added this money to a fund for a 
new interior elevator.

BONDVILLE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

ONE VETERAN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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Plus, they have increased their mission 
to local organizations. They make pet 
beds for Partners for Pets, lap quilts for 
local nursing homes, Chemo Caps out 
of t-shirts, and items for the NICU at St. 
Louis Children’s Hospital. 

A spark, an inkling that this fabric 
could be used for something good, has 
become a fire of missional excitement, 
serving not just Midwest Mission, but 
their local community as well. 

“I think it started as a way to help out 
Midwest Mission and to use up the 
fabric,” Jane said. “But, the friendships we 
have developed are one of the big things 
that brings them back. I’ll have ladies in 
the group who are unable to do any of 
the work, but still come to talk. There is 
a lot of good fellowship and sharing. I personally learn a lot 
from working with older women.”

Jane has extended the invitation to ladies who aren’t able to 
go to her house. She drops off bags of “homework” for them, 
fitted with instructions and materials. They tell her when it 
is ready, and she picks it back up, adding it to her collection 
waiting to be dropped off at Midwest Mission.

“It [serving from home] can be done if you just put your 
resources together. Several of the women who come 
regularly are not sewers at all – but they can iron or turn 
things right side out. They do the other stuff that makes the 
job go a lot faster and easier,” Jane said.

Over the 15 years Sew Much 
Joy has met, the group has 
sewn 10,435 items for Midwest 
Mission, now making around 
2,000 items a year.

A mission experience, the joy of 
serving others far and wide, and 
the ability to do ministry is not 
restricted to serving on mission 
trips, or going overseas, or even 
going to the Midwest Mission 
campus.

Jane understood this, and her 
excitement lit a wildfire of joyful 
service and camaraderie – right 
at home.

At Midwest Mission, we know 
a lot of people aren’t always 
able to travel to us or serve 

elsewhere. Serving from home or from your community is 
a great opportunity to feel the joy of serving while working 
within your capabilities.

You might just have to start something. Get people involved. 
Stir up excitement. Serve the Kingdom of God together as 
the body of Christ.

Those at Sew Much Joy turned their gifts and talents and 
willingness into a beautiful picture of what serving together 
creates - friendships that make a global impact.

Are you the spark in your community?

(Reprinted from the Dec. 2 e-newsletter of the Midwest 
Mission Distribution Center)
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District office locations, 
names announced as 
reorganization continues

Registration for Covenant Keepers 2023 now open
BY PAUL BLACK

O’FALLON – Registration is now open for Covenant 
Keepers 2023, which will be Feb. 27-28 at the Regency 
Convention Center in O’Fallon.

The theme for the event is Joyful Resilience, based upon 
Psalm 30: 11-12 and Isaiah 55:12. 

After two years of holding the annual gathering of clergy 
online, the 2023 event returns to an in-person format. 
The agenda shows a 10:30 a.m. start on Feb. 27 and a 
end time of 12:30 p.m. Feb. 28.

Registration can be made by visiting: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/CK2023 

Cost is $25 per person, which includes lunch Feb. 
27 and breakfast Feb. 28. Individuals are responsible 
overnight accommodations and for the Feb. 27 evening 
meal. Rooms are available at the Hilton Garden Inn St. 
Louis/Shiloh/O’Fallon and the Hampton Inn O’Fallon, 
both in near proximity to the meeting site.

Clergy may also have an updated photo taken for a  
new clergy directory while at Covenant Keepers  
2023 or they may upload a photo they wish to use  

at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/UploadPhoto 

Christian comedian David Graham will 
be one of the speakers with others being 
finalized.

Graham is a 20-year stage veteran who 
has worked with stars like Chris Rock, 
Adam Sandler and Sinbad. He has 

appeared in the movies Apocalypse, Beauty Queen and 
Tapestry of Shadows. 

David’s 1992 stage debut was a reluctant “Open-
Mike” appearance at the Funny Bone Comedy Club 
in St. Louis. It just happened to be a contest. He just 
happened to win. He was hooked. His brand of physical, 
high-energy comedy led him to appear on the ABC- TV 
series America’s Funniest People, and later on Comedy 
Central’s Comic Justice, NBC's Last Comic Standing. 

Graham is a clean comedian who hits those hard-to-
reach areas of the comedic nervous system. From family 
discipline to a spell-binding Temptations review with 
David doing all four-part harmony acapella, Graham 
delivers for his audience.

Bishop Swanson to be 
guest preacher in 2023
BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – Bishop Frank Beard has announced that 
Bishop James Swanson, resident bishop of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference, will be the guest preacher at the 2023 
Annual Conference June 8-10 at the Peoria Civic Center.

Swanson, who will be retiring from active assignment 
with the Council of Bishops Dec. 31, will be participating 
in the Service of Ordination and Commission on June 10 
and may undertake other responsibilities as a guest of the 
Annual Conference. Details are still being finalized for the 
three-day Annual Conference

Bishop Beard also announced that in continuation 
with the quadrennial theme of “There is a time for 
everything…,” the 2023 theme will be A Time to Plant and 
A Time to Build, as the annual conference begins focusing 
on the mission of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
even amid some churches disaffiliating and charting a 
different course for their ministries.

Two special sessions – on May 6 and on Dec. 2 – 
will be a part of Annual Conference sessions for 2023. 
These two special sessions will be held online to deal 
with resolutions for disaffiliating churches. The Annual 
Conference has the final authority on approving these 
resolutions as per the Book of Discipline (2016) and 
recent Judicial Council decisions clarifying issues that 
have emerged.

While the two special sessions will be virtual, the 
June 8-10 session will be in-person only with a live 
webstream available to watch but credentialed persons 
will not be able to vote and participate in the plenaries. 
The 2023 session will also include the possibility of 
voting for new General Conference and Jurisdictional 
Conference delegates during the clergy and laity sessions.

The election is dependent upon a ruling from the 
Judicial Council as to whether new elections are needed 
since the current delegation, elected in 2019, did not 
have General Conference in 2020. At issue is whether the 
General Conference session, scheduled for April 23-May 
3, 2024 in Charlotte, N.C. is the 2024 General Conference 
or whether it is the 2020 General Conference which 
was postponed three times due to the Covid pandemic, 
technological challenges over 14 time zones globally and 
the inability of international delegates to obtain visas to 
the United States.

BISHOP JAMES SWANSON
Bishop Swanson is a gifted preacher 

and leader who was elected to the 
episcopacy in 2004. Since 2012, he has led 
the Mississippi Conference during this 
time, discerning with its members four 
core values — love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship — that Mississippi churches have 
sought seek to center their unique ministries, with Bishop 
Swanson saying, “We are one Church in 942 locations.”

His contagious spirit of hospitality, a determination 
to excel at being “the you” God created each person to 
be and spirited preaching has helped bring life, laughter 
and light to congregations in the Mississippi Conference 
and beyond. He continues to emphasize that winning 
people to Christ requires risk-taking love and crossing 
old boundaries to discover where the Holy Spirit is at 
work. He has modeled with the extended cabinet how 
coaching can revolutionize ministry. Cabinet members 
and other conference groups meet for two eight-hour 
sessions each month to be trained in loving, learning and 
leading. Because of this coaching, Swanson continually 
asks Mississippians about their “glory sightings”—where 
they see God at work.

Upon election, Swanson served eight years in 
the Holston Conference where a mission to Sudan 
was initiated, and the number of United Methodist 
congregations grew from three to 30 in a six-year period.   

A sought after preacher, workshop leader and 
lecturer, Bishop Swanson has presented to people in 
Japan, Korea, Brazil, Russia, Estonia, Chile, Canada, the 
Holy Land, Egypt, Liberia, Sudan, Uganda, South Africa, 
Zimbabwe and throughout the United States.

He and his wife, Delphine, are the parents of six adult 
children and are blessed with 15 grandchildren.

SPRINGFIELD – The Extended Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference will be bringing legislation to the 2023 Annual Conference 
formalizing new names for the five configured districts as part of its 
reorganization efforts.

The Cabinet announced Dec. 8 that interim names using the existing 
districts names together, will be used from July 1 to Dec. 31, 2023 with the 
new names becoming effective Jan. 1, 2024. The names are as follows:

• The Kaskaskia-Cache River District, with an office based in Marion, will 
become the South District

• The Embarras-Iroquois River District, with an office based in Champaign, will 
become the East District

• The Illinois-Vermilion River District, with an office based in Pontiac, will become the North District

• The Spoon-LaMoine River District, with an office based in Jacksonville, will become the West District

• The Mississippi-Sangamon River District, with an office based in Springfield, will become the Central 
District

Although the Book of Discipline (2016) does not require Annual Conference action in the naming of districts, 
conference leaders believed the Annual Conference, which gave the existing districts its names following 
the uniting of the former Central Illinois and Southern Illinois conference, should have voice and input on the 
new names.

In 2005, the number of districts reduced from 12 to 10, with the Okaw River District (based in Decatur) and 
the Little Wabash River District (based in Olney) were dissolved and merged into the other 10 districts.

At the 2022 Annual Conference, members approved a Cabinet proposal to reduce the number of districts 
from 10 to five, effective July 1, 2023. The recommendation on names and office locations came as a result  
of listening sessions held in October and November centered around three questions: 

Bishop Beard said he is inviting United Methodists to consider these three questions during the Listening 
Session:

• “What if anything, is unique about this district, that we do not want to lose?”

• “How do we assist two districts in coming together to form a new district?”

• “How do we assist our district laity and clergy in being better connected?”

Superintendents will be convening leadership in the five new districts to develop transition plans and to 
structure a new way of superintending.

Spoon
LaMoine

(West)

Illinois
Vermilion

(North)

Kaskaskia
Cache
(South)

Embarras
Iroquois

(East)
Mississippi
Sangamon
(Central)

We are connected.

RETIREMENT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Walker taught sociology at the University of Wisconsin 
and was an academic advisor at the University of 
Texas before receiving her call to ministry.

In 2002, Walker began candidacy as a deacon and 
served as associate pastor of Springfield First UMC. In 
2005, she was ordained a deacon in full connection. 
Sensing a new direction in her ministry, Walker began 
working on the elder’s track, a process that culminated 
with her ordination as an elder in 2013.
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Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

Let Preachers’ Aid help you with your financial planning in 2023.

www.pasbf.org • 217-529-3221

See us about estate planning, gift annuities, and on-going contributions.

wise men 

and women 

still seek him..


