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Lincoln among the 
Methodists



Love! 
The word “love” is overused and misun-

derstood by most Christians. 
Unconditional love is a concept that 

nearly all Christian churches embrace and 
support but very few put into practice.  Love 
has fallen on hard times among church folks. 
I believe that if we really understood the 
demands of love, as required by Jesus, we 
would quit tossing it about so casually.

Love led Jesus to empty himself and take 
on a role that was beneath himself in order 
that a broken, lost world could be saved. Love 
caused Jesus to deny himself the position, 
power and prestige that was rightly his, so 
that the will and plan of God would come to 
fruition. Love enabled Jesus to say, “not my 
will, but thy will be done.”

How do you make sense of that which 
makes no sense? It does not make sense that 
a tired shepherd, at the end of a long day, 
would leave 99 sheep, to go out looking for 
one that was missing. Most would say that 
the loss is minimal and that losing one sheep 
is a part of the cost for doing business. Some 
would understand sending out a hired hand 
or a well-rested sheep wrangler that was in 
the business of sheep procurement. But Jesus, 
because he loves and values each lamb, tra-
verses, and traces his steps until he finds the 
missing sheep.

In the IGRC the disaffiliation process has 
been civil, and non-combative. I have done 
my best to oversee a process that is mutually 
respectful, fair, transparent, and open. Most 
of the churches and pastors have been willing 

to accept my plea to “wait until we know what 
General Conference will do.” I appreciate the 
restraint and the trust. 

For the very small (but still important) 
percentage choosing to “get out now,” I have 
deep concerns about the unintended carnage 
being left behind. I’m not sure that some seek-
ing to disaffiliate have considered the message 
they are sending to members of their congre-
gation that do not want to disaffiliate.

I’m sure that I do not understand the 
pressing need that would cause a congregation 
to leave a significant number of its members, 
those deciding that they want to remain Unit-
ed Methodist, out of the church’s future. I can-
not believe that splitting a church, separating 
from folks that you’ve worshipped with and 
fellowshipped with, is the way of Christ. I can-
not believe that it is “Christlike” to tell folks 
that have been raised in a church facility that 
they now have to find a new place to worship 
because “our group” has voted “you and your 
group” out. At the end of the day, when all the 
dust settles, it is not about “honoring Jesus” 
or “upholding the Bible.” It’s about power and 
control. This type of power and control are 
never rooted and grounded in love.

Love is not a sentimental, mushy, goosy, 
feeling; real love is an intentional choice and 
a decision of the heart, soul, mind, and will. 
Real love is based on a total commitment to 
Jesus Christ, and a determination to love like 
Jesus, that is interwoven into the very fabric of 
one’s being. Loving like Jesus requires that we 
live like Jesus lived. Jesus did not demand his 
own way, but he carefully listened and dis-
cerned God’s directives. Above all, Jesus was 
committed to loving obedience.

Jesus knowing that Judas would betray 
him, loved Judas enough to wash his feet. Peter 
cussed and claimed that he did not know Jesus 
and never associated with Jesus, but Jesus 
cooked and fed Peter breakfast (an act of lov-
ing service) prior to restoring him into lead-
ership. Jesus, while preparing to ascend, was 
aware that some in the crowd were “doubters” 
but Jesus still commissioned them to go share 
the gospel. Jesus loved unconditionally!

Prior to leaving, Jesus gave us a new com-
mandment, recorded in John 13:34: “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another, even as I have loved you, that you 
also love one another.” He continued in John 
13:35: “By this all men will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
The ‘disciple that Jesus loved, John the apostle’ 
wrote in 1 John 3:16, “This is how we know 
what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for 
us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 
brothers and sisters.”

The challenge before us is simple. We 
can continue to choose “our way”, or we can 
choose the difficult, often unclear, uncomfort-
able, complex, and complicated way of Christ, 
the way of unconditional love.

Jesus is surely saddened by the state of 
confusion and disharmony that we have al-
lowed and accepted within the church body. 
Our acts of selfishness are a horrible witness to 
one another and within the communities we 
are called to love and to serve. Let’s stop the 
foolishness and ask Jesus to teach us and en-
able us to love like he loves, unconditionally! 

God Bless
Bishop Beard
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DEATHS
Barbara Kaley, 95, widow of the 
Rev. Jack W. Kaley, died Jan. 9 at 
her daughter’s home in Lexington, 
S.C.

Rev. Kaley served in the former 
Central Illinois Conference and 

died Oct. 8, 2013. She is also the mother of IGRC retired 
pastor Mark Kaley.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
hindsfuneralhome.com/obituary/Barbara-
Kaley 

Condolences may be sent to the Rev. Mark Kaley, 1851 
Sunset Dr., Lincoln, IL 62656-5422.

The Rev. David Lee Blackburn, 
74, spouse of Mississippi River 
District Superintendent, the Rev. 
Allynn Walker, died Jan. 8 at home.

He served as Associate Pastor at 
Faith Fellowship in Alton for the 

last 13 years. He was ordained in the Assembly of God 
Church and served in AG churches in Gillespie, Morton 
and Washington Park.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.legacy.
com/us/obituaries/name/david-blackburn-
obituary?id=38619026  

Condolences may be sent to: Rev. Allynn Walker, 
713 Wild Horse Creek Dr., Fairview Heights, IL 62208.  
In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be given to 
Compassion International, The Bridges food ministry at 
Trinity UMC in E. St. Louis, or Stray Rescue of St. Louis.
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APPOINTMENTS
In consultation with the Cabinet of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop 
Frank J. Beard appoints the following:

Scott Carnes to First Presbyterian Church, 
PCUSA, Ga0lesburg, IL, effective Dec. 1. 
He was previously on personal leave of 
absence.

Change of status
Bradley Curtis, withdrawal/surrender 
of credentials, effective Sept. 30, 2022. 
He previously served at Lincoln: First, 
Sangamon River District.

Michael Peter Paulson to Medical Leave, 
effective March 1, 2022. He previously 
served at Morton, Illinois River District.

Zachary LeCrone to Catlin, Iroquois River 
District, effective Jan. 1. This is change of 
status only moving to ¾ time from full-time.

Renner appointed new Executive Assistant, five superintendents receive appointments
BY PAUL BLACK 

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard 
announced that the Rev. Charliam 
Renner has been appointed Executive 
Assistant to the Bishop, effective July 1.

Renner is currently in his fourth year as 
Embarras River District Superintendent. 
The announcement, along with the as-
signment of superintendents in the five 
newly-configured districts, was made Jan. 
17 following a meeting between Bishop 
Beard and members of the District Com-
mittee on Superintendency.

“Charliam Renner is a gifted leader with 
a wealth of knowledge and experience 
suitable to serve as the Executive Assis-
tant,” Bishop Beard said. “He understands 
systems and process and has led the 
churches and the District with excellence.

“Charliam is a committed disciple and 
deeply passionate follower of Jesus 
Christ. He is well respected as a leader 
and has a commitment to developing 
both lay and clergy leaders.”

Renner will succeed the Rev. Janice 
Griffith, who is retiring after 13 years of 
service in the Area Office.

Parsonages and ministry are almost all 
Renner has ever known. Since the age of 
3, he has been part of a parsonage family, 
and he has called Illinois home since fifth 
grade. 

Renner graduated from Georgetown-
Ridge Farm High School, Olivet Nazarene 
University and the University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary. He became a 

probationary elder in 1997 and an elder in 
full connection in 2001.

He has served Smithfield-Brock, Jackson-
ville: Grace (Associate); West Frankfort 
Trinity; Peoria: Forrest Hill; Sumner-
Beulah and Sullivan UMC prior to being 
appointed to the Cabinet in 2019.

Bishop Beard also announced the fol-
lowing appointments on the appointive 
cabinet when the Conference transitions 
to five districts:

• North District (Illinois and Vermilion 
districts) based in Pontiac: Rev. Mike 
Crawford

• South District (Kaskaskia and Cache 
districts) based in Marion: Rev. Stan 
Irvin

• Central District (Mississippi and San-
gamon districts) based in Springfield: 
Rev. Bradley Watkins II

• West District (Spoon and LaMoine 
districts) based in Jacksonville: Rev. 
Nic Showalter

• East District (Embarras and Iroquois 
districts) based in Champaign: Rev. 
Angie Lee

Crawford is in his first year as Spoon 
River District Superintendent, Irvin, his 
fifth as Cache River District Superinten-

dent; Watkins, his fourth year as San-
gamon River District Superintendent; 
Showalter and Lee, each in their sixth 
years as superintendents of the LaMoine 
and Iroquois River districts respectively. 

Since July 1, 2021, the current eight super-
intendents have been covering the exist-
ing 10 districts as the first step of reorga-
nizing the conference into the five-district, 
five-superintendent configuration.

Bishop Beard indicated that the five 
districts will pretty well retain the pair-
ing of districts with the possibility of a 
few churches moving from one district to 
another at a later time. “Rather than start-
ing by redrawing the entire map, I think it 
is much better to use what we know and 
then tweak as we need to,” Bishop Beard 
said. “There may be churches along the 
outer edges of districts that may change, 
especially if new charge alignments 
require it.”

Mississippi River District Superintendent, 
Rev. Allyn Walker, announced her retire-
ment, effective June 30, and Vermilion 
River District Superintendent, the Rev. 
James Barnett, will be returning to an 
appointment in a local church. Walker is 
in her fourth year as superintendent and 
Barnett is completing his fifth year.

DEATHS CONTINUED ON ADJACENT PAGE

Deborah M. Cogdill, 67, wife 
of IGRC pastor, the Rev. David 
Cogdill, died Dec. 30. Rev. Cogdill 
serves Pinkstaff and Chauncey-
Landes UMC’s in the Kaskaskia 
River District.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
echovita.com/us/obituaries/il/allendale/
deborah-cogdill-15752025 

Condolences may be sent to Rev. David Cogdill, 
16002 N 2250 Ln, Allendale, IL 62410-2114.

Myla Sue Davis, 77, widow of 
the Rev. C. Raydean Davis, died 
Dec. 25 in Bloomington.

The Davises served 35 years 
of active ministry, including 20 
years as directing pastor of the 

Wesley Foundation at Illinois State University. Rev. 
Davis retired in 2006 and died May 1, 2014.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
calvertmemorial.com/obituaries/Myla-Sue-
Davis?obId=26753873#/obituaryInfo where 
condolences may be left for the family.

Condolences can also be sent to: Julie Moore, 314 
Davis Ave, Bloomington IL 61701.

Rev. Ruth Storey, wife of Rev. Walter Storey and 
mother of IGRC pastor, the Rev. Brian Storey, died 
Dec. 24 in St. Louis.

Both Ruth and Walter were clergy members of 
Missouri Conference, but Rev. Walter Storey also 
served briefly in the IGRC.  conference, but Walter 
served in IGRC briefly.

No arrangements have been announced by the 
family.

Condolences can be sent to Rev. Brian Storey, 518 
Oak Valley Dr, Saint Louis, MO 63131-4730.

Barbara Westwood 
Fradenburgh, 94, widow of the 
Rev. Charles A. Fradenbaugh, 
died Dec. 22 in Tuscon, Ariz.

Together with her husband, the 
Fradenbaughs served 30 years 

of active ministry, with Rev. Fradenbaugh’s last 
appointment being at Ogden-Mayview from 1977-
1980. Rev. Fradenbaugh died Oct. 19, 2011.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
legacy.com/us/obituaries/tucson/name/
barbara-fradenburgh-obituary?id=38507310 

Condolences may be sent to daughter, Shari 
Fradenburgh, at 265 E. Ponderosa St., Tucson AZ 85705.

Rev. Don Walden, 93, died Dec. 
19, 2022 in Urbana.

Rev. Walden was a retired clergy 
member of another conference, 
but during his ministry, served 
several congregations in the 

former Central Illinois Conference and the IGRC, 
including Bondville, Homer and Champaign First. His 
last appointment was to Allerton.

Visit: https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/
news-gazette/name/donald-walden-
obituary?id=38431711   for a complete obituary 
where condolences may be left for the family.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. 
Charles R. Wheeler, 99, died 
Dec. 19 in Frankfort, Ind.

Rev. Wheeler served 34 years 
of active ministry, first in the 
former Evangelical United 

Brethren Church in Illinois and later, The United 
Methodist Church, retiring from Countryside in 1987.

A service will be held at a later date in Charleston. 
Goodwin Funeral Home in Frankfort, Ind., is in 
charge of arrangements. 

Memorials may be made to the Preachers' Aid 
Society and Benefit Fund, P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, 
IL 62794 or Wesley Manor Employee Appreciation 
Fund, 1555 N. Main St., Frankfort, IN 46041, where 
Rev. Wheeler lived in retirement and continued to 
provide pastoral care for its residents.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://
goodwinfuneralhome.com/obituaries/11869/ 
where condolences may be left for the family.

Maurine Seibert, 93, the 
widow of the Rev. Ron Seibert, 
died Dec. 11 in LaClede Groves, 
Mo. 

Together with her husband, 
the Seiberts served 38 years 

of active ministry, 37 of those in campus ministry 
at the Wesley Foundations at Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale and Western Illinois 
University in Macomb, retiring in 1992. Rev. Seibert 
died Oct. 29, 2018.

A complete obituary will be posted later today at: 
https://www.ziegenheinfuneralhome.com/
obituary/Maurine-Seibert

Condolences to the family may be mailed to 
daughters Ronna Seibert and Julie Berman, 10948 
Ambush Dr., St. Louis, MO 63123.

The Rev. William Causer, 83, 
died Dec. 10 in Mt. Vernon.

Rev. Causer served several 
churches in the former Southern 
Illinois Conference before serving 
churches in the United Church of 

Christ denomination for more than 30 years.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
hugheyfh.com/obituaries/William-Bill-
Causer?obId=26623545 where condolences may 
be left for the family.

DEATHS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Ellsworth UMC, part of the Three Rivers Parish in the Vermilion River District, conducts discussion and 
Bible Study during ministry called Welcome Wednesday, that also combines experiential activities.
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BY BOB SABO
Pastor, Marshall UMC

MARSHALL – Marshall is located on 
Interstate 70 just west of Terre Haute, Ind.  Each 
evening many truckers spend the night at local 
truck stops and rest areas. Truckers deal many 
challenges in their work, spend long stretches of 
time away from family, and are often faced with 
temptations.  

On Dec. 20, Marshall First UMC extended 
the love of Christ to the truckers.  Ten members 
of the church delivered about 170 Christmas bags 
to those who deliver our nation’s goods. 

This was a new experience for everyone 
involved. In the weeks leading up to the witness 
ministry, the church prayed for God’s blessing.   It 
was certainly a ministry that stretched their faith 
and challenged their level of comfort.  

Members of the congregation donated the items for 
the bags.  The youth filled the bags.  Each bag contained 
a signed Christmas card, a copy of the Gospel of 
John, candy, a beef stick, deodorant, a toothbrush and 
toothpaste, a comb, and a small card that said, “Because 
we have experienced God’s love freely given in Jesus 
Christ, we offer you this gift of love at Christmas. May you 
know the love of God, born that first Christmas, whose 
name is Jesus.”  

The church received thank you messages from some 
of the truckers including the following: 

“I woke up this morning to find a little care package. 
It was very thoughtful,” wrote Robert H. “As a truck driver 
of 25+ years, this was the first time receiving something 
from anyone that wasn’t hate or anger. It brought a 
tear and smile to me. Have a safe and blessed Merry 
Christmas.”

“Thank y’all for the gift bag. Also, I’d like to add a 
special thank you to “Kathryn” who signed the card,” 
wrote another.

And another: “Just wanted to say thank you from my 
family for the lovely and cute little gift left on my dad's 
truck step this morning! He is a long-haul trucker who 
works quite hard and this really put a smile on his face 

and made his day! Thank you from me and my family in 
Canada!! Merry Christmas to you all, especially Dylan!!!   
And if Dylan is a young kid can you please make sure he 
gets the thank you from our family, I imagine that would 
make him happy!” (Sarah P.) 

This has been a great ministry experience and 
hopefully will open the door to continued ministry 
opportunities to share God’s love with those who are the 
community’s nightly neighbors.  

For more information about the ministry to 
truckers, you can contact Pastor Bob Sabo at bob.sabo@
marshallfumc.com.

L O C A L  C H U R C H
N E W S

Registration deadline for  
Course of Study nears
SPRINGFIELD – Dates and courses for the 
2023 Course of Study Extension School 
have been announced.

The April-May term term will meet April 14-15 
and May 12-13. Registration deadline is Feb. 3, 
2023. Tuition payment is due at the time of reg-
istration or the registration will be cancelled!

All students must take COS 121 and COS 122 
before any other classes.

The Extension Course of Study is basically 
for part-time pastors and exists to provide 
quality theological training and equipping 
for ministry. It is administered by the Board 
of Ordained Ministry of the Illinois Great Riv-
ers Conference. For more information, visit 
the Course of Study website at: www.igrc.
org/cos, or contact the Dean, Rev. Kenneth 
Hutchens at brokenhutchens@gmail.com

Courses in the April-May 2023 term:

• COS 123 Formation and Discipleship – 
taught by Dr. Beth Fender

• COS 322 Theological Heritage III: Medi-
eval–Reformation – taught by Dr. Den-
nis Powers

Read more about the Course of Study Ex-
tension School by visiting: https://www.igrc.
org/cos. Register for the April-May session is: 
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/COSApril2023

Covenant Keepers 2023  
registration open
O’FALLON – Registration is now open for Cov-
enant Keepers 2023, which will be Feb. 27-28 
at the Regency Convention Center in O’Fallon.

The theme for the event is Joyful Resilience, 
based upon Psalm 30: 11-12 and Isaiah 55:12.

Links for making hotel accommodations 
have been added to the registration form. 
Those already registered can access the 
registration form to get direct links to the 
Hilton Garden Inn, the Hampton Inn or 
Fairfield Inn to make reservations with the 
Covenant Keeper block rates.

After two years of holding the annual gath-
ering of clergy online, the 2023 event returns 
to an in-person format. The agenda shows a 
10:30 a.m. start on Feb. 27 and a end time of 
12:30 p.m. Feb. 28.

Cost is $25 per person, which includes lunch 
Feb. 27 and breakfast Feb. 28. Individuals are 

responsible overnight accommodations and 
for the Feb. 27 evening meal. Rooms are avail-
able at the Hilton Garden Inn St. Louis/Shiloh/
O’Fallon and the Hampton Inn O’Fallon, both 
in near proximity to the meeting site.

Register for Covenant Keepers 2023 by visit-
ing: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/CK2023 

Creative Rural Ministries webinar
The United Methodist Rural Advocates will 
be sponsoring a “Creative Rural Ministries” 
webinar on Saturday, Feb. 11 from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. (Central time).

The webinar will be featuring four ministries 
of rural UM churches in four different states.   
Each of these ministries were recipients 
of grants from the United Methodist Rural 
Advocates. The hope is that these ministries 
will inspire other churches to reach beyond 
their walls and be in creative ministries in 
their communities. These ministries and the 
churches are as follows:

• Fort Branch UMC, Ft Branch, Ind. – 
Back to School Bash - an organized 
program that gives away as many as 
400 or more custom-filled backpacks to 
students in their area

• MoCo Feeds- McConnelsville, Ohio – a 
food ministry that offers a lunch meal 
5 days a week to homeless neighbors 
and others with the help of volunteers 
from neighboring churches and service 
organizations.

• Clothes 4 U, Belle Vernon UMC, Penn. – a 
clothing ministry that runs on a donation 
in, donation out basis. Any monies do-
nated go into a fund for helping others.

• Personal Care Pantry, Dakota-Rock 
Grove UMC Dakota, Ill., Northern Illinois 
Conference. They provide help to low 
income families in their community with 
basis hygiene and household needs.

Deadline to register for the webinar is Feb. 1. 
Download the flyer and complete the regis-
tration form.

Download the flyer at: https://files.constant-
contact.com/72d8f968001/e5812322-4c99-429c-
8745-370d69aac71f.pdf 

Light Kids Conference
TROY – The Light Kids Conference, a one-
day event for children in first - fifth grades 
will be held in four locations during spring 
2023! Church leaders, pastors, and children's 
pastors are invited to organize a group of 
children and attend the conference together!
The dates and locations of the conference 
sessions:
• Feb. 11 – Tuscola UMC
• March 4 – Peoria First UMC

• March 25 – Edwardsville St. Johns 
UMC

• April 1 – Marion Aldersgate UMC

Each location begins at 9 a.m. and con-
cludes at 2 p.m.. 

Of course, parents or grandparents are wel-
come to bring their kids and attend with them!

The day includes worship with Harvest 
Ministry, recreation (with a 30-foot inflat-
able obstacle course), ShoutCo! Puppets, 
entertainment, pizza lunch, Bible Buzz and 
lessons around the theme of RISE UP! 

Learn more at https://www.kidsconference.org 
or by contacting Tim Price at 618-541-8291. 

Fire-up Conference
TROY – The 2023 Sr. High Fire-Up Conference 
will be Feb, 24-26, at Tr  oy UMC.This weekend 
discipleship event has happened each Febru-
ary since 1997 and we’re inviting students and 
their ministry leaders (pastors, youth pastors 
or other adults) to register to attend.
Roger Palmer of Highview Church in Lou-
isville, Ky., will be speaking and Harvest 
Worship Band will be leading worship. The 
theme is DARE TO... and we want to chal-
lenge students in the next generation to 
follow Jesus with all they are and all they 
have! (Lamentations 3:21).
Registration includes meals, programming, 
entertainment, and a t-shirt (if you register 
before the early deadline).
If you have any questions, please contact 
Tim Price at 618-541-8291 or email tim@
troyumc.org 
Register online at: https://harvestministry-
teams.com/fireup/

Mission Trip to Hungary
SPRINGFIELD – A Conference Mission Part-
nership trip to Budapest, Hungary, has been 
scheduled for June 22 to July 1.

The mission trip, which centers on relation-
ship building, provides opportunities for Hun-
garians to engage in conversational English.

Cost ofw the trip is $3,000, with a $500 
deposit due Jan. 15. Additional payments of 
$1,000 are due Feb. 15 and March 15, with 
the $500 balance due April 15.

For more information, download the trip 
brochure at: https://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/4cd1d7de-8c4b-415e-b779-
1a9e6db68eca.pdf or  contact Ken Hutchens 
at brokenhutchens@gmail.com 

Disaster Response Training
ERT Recertification – Feb. 6-7
Training will take place online from 6 to 8 
p.m. on Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 6-7.

Contact:  
Sharon Monroe at smonroe50@yahoo.com
ERT Recertification – April 3-4
Training will take place online from 6 to 8 
p.m. Monday and Tuesday, April 3-4.
Contact:  
Sharon Monroe at smonroe50@yahoo.com 
Connecting Neighbors Training – Sept. 18-19
Training will take place online on from 6 to 8 
p.m., Monday and Tuesday, Sept. 18-19.
Contact:  
Sharon Monroe at smonroe50@yahoo.com 
ERT Recertification – Nov. 6-7
Training will take place online from 6 to 8 
p.m. Monday and Tuesday, Nov. 6-7.
Contact:  
Sharon Monroe at smonroe50@yahoo.com 
Read more and register for disaster re-
sponse trainings by visiting: https://www.
igrc.org/disasterresponse

Cunningham Mission Day 
URBANA – Cunningham Home will have its 
annual Mission Day on Saturday, March 4.

Youth groups and Confirmation classes are 
invited to join us for an inspiring day that 
includes a first-hand look into our mission 
and the exemplary programs offered at Cun-
ningham.

At Mission Day, youth learn:

• what happens daily to help the vulner-
able and hurting youth that we serve;

• the importance of faith for healing;
• the involvement of United Methodists in 

our mission; and,
• how to put their prayers, presence, gifts, 

and service into action.

Read more by visiting: https://www.cunning-
hamhome.org/events/mission-day 

LaMoine/Spoon River District 
Youth Rally
MACOMB – The LaMoine and Spoon River 
districts will hold a joint Youth Rally on Satur-
day, March 18, at Macomb Wesley UMC. Join in 
a day of celebration for youth and youth work-
ers as the new districts begin to form.
Save the date. More info to come soon!

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S Cunningham Home Chaplain

Cunningham Children's Home in Urbana, 

IL is looking to hire a Chap
lain to 

help fulfill the mission of Cunningham 

Children’s Home in providing spiritual 

support to youth and families. For more 

information, visit: https://www.igrc
.org/

classifiedsdetail/chaplain-17
165796  and 

click on the link to apply.

R E S I L I E N C E

Psalm 30:11-12 • Isa 55-12

R E S I L I E N C E

Psalm 30:11-12 • Isa 55-12
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Photos courtesy of Michelle Giermann

Ellsworth UMC, part of the Three Rivers Parish in the Vermilion River District, has a ministry called 
Welcome Wednesday ministry for its children and youth that combines a time of discussion and 
Bible Study, including experiential activities.

Photo courtesy of Paul Unger

Rev Sara Isbell and Rev E Paul Unger, Co-teachers of Wesley Adult Sunday school Class at 
Bloomington Wesley UMC is pictured with packages of baby diapers donated by the class 
to the church’s Paper Distribution Ministry.  #BeUMC.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Marshall First UMC extends love to truckers

Photo by Jim Beers

The United Women in Faith (formerly United Methodist Women) at Chester First UMC greet 
customers at the 2022 Craft Sale held at the Randolph County Courthouse. Pictured are Jeanne 
Kleinschmidt and Donna Clendenin.

:  https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/CreatingHealthyIndividuals

2   |   F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 3   |   T H E  C U R R E N T T H E  C U R R E N T    |    F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 3   |   3

mailto:bob.sabo%40marshallfumc.com?subject=
mailto:bob.sabo%40marshallfumc.com?subject=
http://www.igrc.org/cos
http://www.igrc.org/cos
mailto:brokenhutchens%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.igrc.org/cos
https://www.igrc.org/cos
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/COSApril2023
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/CK2023
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/e5812322-4c99-429c-8745-370d69aac71f.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/e5812322-4c99-429c-8745-370d69aac71f.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/e5812322-4c99-429c-8745-370d69aac71f.pdf
https://www.kidsconference.org
mailto:tim%40troyumc.org?subject=
mailto:tim%40troyumc.org?subject=
https://harvestministryteams.com/fireup/
https://harvestministryteams.com/fireup/
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/4cd1d7de-8c4b-415e-b779-1a9e6db68eca.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/4cd1d7de-8c4b-415e-b779-1a9e6db68eca.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/4cd1d7de-8c4b-415e-b779-1a9e6db68eca.pdf
mailto:brokenhutchens%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.igrc.org/disasterresponse
https://www.igrc.org/disasterresponse
https://www.cunninghamhome.org/events/mission-day
https://www.cunninghamhome.org/events/mission-day
https://www.igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/chaplain-17165796
https://www.igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/chaplain-17165796
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/CreatingHealthyIndividuals


C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

Slave or free, disaffiliate or stay UMC?
BY BEVERLY WILKES NULL

Many of us can quote John 3:16: “For 
God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life.” These wonderful 
words remind us that God’s love is too 

vast for human understanding. God not only loves me; 
God also loves those that I or the world may deem as 
unlovable.

God has chosen to create a kaleidoscopic family of 
many and diverse colors, languages, nationalities and 
understandings. God has created people who love God 
with all of our hearts. We are straight, gay, LGBTQI+, 
and we are all loved by God, though not understood 
by each other.

We are empowered to accept John 3:16 as profound 
truth when we fully embrace John 10:16. This is Jesus’ 
statement: “I have other sheep that are not of this 
sheep pen. I must bring them also. They, too, will listen 
to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one 
shepherd.” We do not get to choose who is in and 
who cannot be in the sheep pen because the sheep 
pen does not belong to us. We are but caretakers, 
“undershepherds” at best. The pen, the fold, belongs to 
God.

No one needs to disaffiliate from The United Methodist 
Church because the thought of worshipping with and 

loving those whom we have demonized and criticized 
makes us uncomfortable. Look at me! My people, 
African Americans, were once considered to be three-
fifths human because we were different. To think of 
us as less than human allowed and promoted our 
enslavement, rape and dehumanization.

Look at me! Since African Americans were deemed 
less than human, we were chattel. We could not be 
licensed to preach in the Methodist Church.

Look at me! Women, no matter the color of our skin, 
slave or free, could not be licensed or ordained or even 
lead a Bible study session.

We are still here, lay and ordained, investing in and 
challenging the church. Please do not do to our 
LGBTQI+ siblings what you have already done to me, 
to us. God’s sheep pen is no great human experiment 
with which to toy. God’s sheep pen is a mirroring of 
God’s heaven; it is for everyone whom Jesus chooses 
to bring in.

If you are a part of The United Methodist Church and 
are reading this post, in your heart, you have already 
decided that you want to stay UMC. However, you 
may be struggling with how others will view you if 
you stay. You may have been told that if you stay, your 
congregation will die. That is a lie. You may have been 
told that you will receive a pastor whose theology is 
contrary to your congregation’s beliefs. That, too, is a lie.

The clergy appointment process includes the voices 
of the laity via the pastor-parish relations committee. 
Your committee will continue to work with your district 
superintendent, who works in tandem with colleagues 
and the bishop to make missional appointments. 
Granted, appointment making is not an exact 
science because no perfect congregations and no 
perfect pastors exist. However, bishops and cabinets 
throughout The United Methodist Church have nothing 
to gain by sending congregations pastors who are not 
a missional fit.

If your pastor wants to disaffiliate, celebrate the time 
you have had with them, shake their hands and let 
them go. Call your district superintendent and tell 
them, “We are staying, and our pastor is going, so 
please include our congregation in the appointment 
process.” You do not need to leave because your 
pastor does not want to stay.

Slave or free, disaffiliate or stay UMC? The choice is 
not your pastor’s; it is yours.

No matter what you decide, the world will continue to 
challenge you. I can promise that if you choose to stay 
United Methodist, we will continue to see the world as 
our parish. We will continue to be in ministry with all 
the world, even when it makes us uncomfortable.

(Rev. Beverly Wilkes-Null is an IGRC clergy member, 
currently appointed as chaplain at McKendree 
University in Lebanon)

Editor, The Current:
You do recall that there is a parable of Jesus in which a man leaves three stewards in charge of his 
estate while he is absent.  Two take charge as he had directed, use their initiative, and bringing in 
an increase in their productivity.  

One, however, fearing his master as a "hard man",  buries what he had been given in the ground 
where it yielded nothing.  A colleague of mine, Robert A. Hunt, who is currently Director of Global 
Theological Education and the Center of Evangelism at the United Methodist-related school at Per-
kins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University, uses this parable to write that ”Too many 
Christians, particularly those who identify as traditionalists are like this third steward, frightened of 
the responsibility for reaching their own judgments based on all the evidence of God’s self-disclo-
sure. They are frightened of the risk that leads to an increase for God’s Reign.

And so, fearing God’s wrath they try to simply reiterate what was always accepted as a godly order 
in the past, holding fast to the assurance that if they have not fully manifested God’s righteousness, 
at least they have avoided God’s wrath."  

Dr. Hunt states " I don’t want to live in their world, and frankly I don’t think the apostles, not least 
Paul, wanted to either."  

I so agree!

New times do teach new duties and even challenging new thinking. Some months ago, our Bishop  
wrote in The Current that "the squeaky wheel gets the grease." That is also true for the setting of our 
thoughts and the plans for our future as a denomination. The church that is visualized today is not 
the same church that was in existence when I first received my "license to preach" way back in 1952 
or even the church in which I was fully ordained -- some seventy years ago -- in 1961. 

Churches have changed -- the singing of the Doxology is appropriate at this point -- with the issues 
of the times.  Are we not thankful today for the correction of our poor judgment and our errors of the 
past that excluded persons from our church just because of their sexuality or the color of their skin?  

What I want to say is that those changes were encouraged by the times in which we lived. Our 
thinking and our action as God's church were rightly orchestrated by the times in which we were 
living. Just because "such and such" is what we have formerly done or believed, doesn't make it 
right for us today. 

The status quo of thinking and doing as we have done in the past is not satisfactory for our day or 
would I believe it be pleasing to the will of God.  Changes in our thinking is good if growth is our 
goal. 

If the church is going to speak with relevancy to our day, it must seek to confront the issues of our 
day.  Just because it was "written in stone" in the past doesn't make it true or right for today. Yes, new 
times make new thinking and new action necessary and that makes changes necessary as well

Rev, Dr. Donald L. Batz
IGRC Retired Clergy

C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

WHY I HAVE DECIDED  
TO STAY UNITED METHODIST

BY SCOTT DEUELL

There is a lot of confusion and 
uncertainty right now around what’s 
happening in and around the United 
Methodist Church, and all the buzz about 
disaffiliation.  

I am not qualified to explain the 
details.  And honestly, much smarter people than me have 
written exhaustively about that subject, so I won’t attempt 
to add to that.  I am also not a Bible scholar or church 
historian.  But since the debate has reached the doors of 
my own home church, I feel like I need to say something. 
And with the initial straw vote coming in less than three 
short weeks, now seems like the right time to say it. 

Before I begin though, don’t be deceived; regardless 
of what anyone says, this whole debate begins and ends 
over the topic of human sexuality.  Whatever your view 
on the subject, that’s where it began and what continues 
to fuel it. 

So, here it is: Why I Have Decided to Stay United 
Methodist:

Tradition
I was raised United Methodist.  I was confirmed, 

baptized, married, and chose to raise my daughter in 
the same small rural Southern Illinois UM church.  I 
left briefly when I was a teenager to explore other, more 
exciting church options, but the shine quickly wore off.  
I came right back, and soon after became a lay speaker, 
an Annual Conference delegate, and a lay leader, and I 
currently serve as the chair of the Church Council.  None 
of this is a good reason to not want to leave – but it does 
illustrate my connection to the church I consider home. 

Wesleyan tradition emphasizes prevenient grace, 
justification, and sanctification – as well as mission, 
service, and the primacy of scripture (which I’ll talk 
more about later). These principles are the basis of the 
theology and doctrine of the UMC, as well as my own 
personal worldview.  So the question is, will that change 
just because a group of people or churches decide to leave 
the denomination?  Of course not.  Those roots are much 
deeper than that. 

Let me state for the record, there are aspects of 
the United Methodist Church that I’m not entirely 
crazy about or don’t completely agree with.  But I can 
undoubtedly say that I agree far more with it than I do 
any other major denomination.  And one of the primary 
reasons is that it has always been considered a “big 
tent” church.  What that means is that if we agree on 
the big stuff, regardless of those little things that we will 
inevitably disagree on, we can still worship, study, and 
serve together as one body – one family.  Conservative, 
liberal, republican, democrat, evangelical, social justice 
centered…  whatever.  Our individuality, uniqueness, and 
diversity are exactly what make us stronger. 

Reason
According to John Wesley, Reason is a fundamental 

principle that goes hand-in-hand with Christianity.  By 
my own crude interpretation, that means that God gave 
us brains and the capacity for critical thought – so we 
should use them. 

I have read the materials provided by the Global 
Methodist Church and those written by my own 
pastor.  I have watched the videos by Rob Renfroe and 
listened to sermons, discussions, and debates.  But I am 
dumbfounded by how much misinformation is being 
disseminated and presented as “fact”.  The GMC has even 
invented a term, "Post-Separation UMC," to attempt to 
paint the church in an unflattering light; as if something 
fundamental is going to change just because some people 
are being led away from the UMC like rats being led out 
of Hamelin by the Pied Piper.  As I said before, it’s not. 

To put it in the simplest terms I can come up with, 
they want to leave because they think that the UMC is 
becoming too liberal or progressive.  That’s it.  The only 
real evidence they have of that is ongoing discussions to 
allow and affirm same-sex marriages and the ordination 
of practicing LGBTQ+ persons.  But as of yet, that hasn’t 
happened.  Sure, GMC supporters will bring up a couple 
of extreme examples –- always the same few – in order 
to frighten the more conservative members into thinking 
that it’s more widespread than it really is, or that it’s like 
an infectious disease rapidly spreading across the country.  
But again, it’s really not.  Those are just scare tactics. 

To me, it seems like a natural extension of the state of 
our current politics.  The divide between those considered 
liberal and those considered conservative is growing 
wider and wider for no apparent reason, eliminating any 
chance of compromise or collaboration, and precipitating 
the need to vilify and demonize the other side.  That 
mentality has leached into our churches – and that’s not 
healthy or okay. 

Experience
“I once was blind, but now I see.”  
I was once asked why I believed in God or what 

proof I could present for my faith. I replied that I couldn’t 
provide any written or scientific proof – all I can really 
tell you is how I have experienced the transformational, 
sustaining, loving hand of God in my own life.  

I was essentially raised in the church and have been 
a Christian most of my life, but my moment (conversion, 
being saved, accepting Jesus into my heart… whatever 
you want to call it) came in 1983 at Beulah Youth 
Institute church camp after what can only in retrospect 
be considered a terrible hell fire and brimstone sermon.  I 
actually went up to the altar twice – two nights in a row 
– because I was afraid the first one didn’t take since my 
life wasn’t magically or radically different as a result of my 
first trip.  

My pastor, in his gentle, caring way explained – much 
like the old lady in the Geico commercial – “that’s not 
how it works – that’s not how any of this works!”

Thank God my experience didn’t end there!  My faith 
is not the same as it was when I was 12.  It has grown 
and matured and evolved over time. It’s taken many left 
turns and traveled long, winding paths through the dark 
woods as well as the bright sunshine.  I have had amazing 
spiritual mentors along the way and powerful examples 
of true, living faith – and it’s all led me here.  If you want 
to label me progressive or liberal – that's fine – I can live 
with that.  But I’m also happy to work side-by-side with 
my more conservative brothers and sisters as long as we 
are living out the words and directives of Jesus Christ.  
Because of my experience, I believe that God’s love in 
action can change the world. 

Scripture
Okay – this can be an enormous blog post all on its own 
– so let’s keep this one simple and straightforward.  If 
you want a more detailed look at what the UMC believes 
about the bible – and will continue to believe “post-
separation”, check out this link, https://www.umc.org/en/
content/theological-guidelines-scripture

The Bible was written, compiled, translated, and 
passed down through generations by men – but it was 
divinely inspired by God.  It is a holy and sacred text – 
the source of our doctrines – the authority for our lives 
– and the roadmap to reconciliation with God through 
the sacrifice of Jesus and the sustaining of the Holy Spirit.  
It is a love story, a measuring rod, and a guidebook.  
But it is not meant to be read literally.  It is intended 
to be interpreted with the help of the Holy Spirit, and 
understood through the lenses of tradition, experience, 
and reason.  

Once again, the GMC wants to allude to a future 
where the UMC discounts or discards the Bible.  Nothing 
could be further from the truth. 

Conclusion
I hate that we have been forced to take sides.  I hate 

that there has to be an “us” and a “them”.  I hate that there 
is discord between brothers and sisters in Christ.  But this 
is where we are. 

Yes, there are things about the United Methodist 
Church that I would like to see changed.  And I will 
continue to fight for those changes.  Change and growth 
are good things.  That’s why the General Conference 
meets every four years, to discuss revisions to The Book 
of Discipline and The Book of Resolutions.  And I’m sorry 
to be the one to have to say this out loud, but as society 
changes – our social principles should evolve to reflect 
and address those changes.  These books are not divinely 
inspired scripture – they’re books that can and should be 
updated and edited. 

But I cannot in good conscience, cast a vote to 
disaffiliate in order to join a denomination that was 
established primarily to stop the discussion about human 
sexuality and deny the full inclusion of my LGBTQ+ 
friends and family into the church.  I can’t and I won’t.  At 
the very least, the UMC is still open to the discussion. 

Nor can I be a part of a denomination that has 
deemed it necessary to recruit clergy, members, and even 
whole churches through what I see as a pattern of deceit, 
fearmongering, and unfair maligning of my church.  That 
is certainly not how Jesus taught us to treat each other. 

This has not been an easy decision.  There has been 
much weeping and gnashing of teeth.  But If my home 
church votes to disaffiliate, I will mourn – I will grieve – I 
will wish them the best and will continue to pray for its 
members that I will always love – but I will find another 
UMC church that believes and is willing to live out the 
motto, “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.” 

Peace.

(Scott Deuel is a member of the Carrier Mills UMC in 
the Cache River District. Reprinted with permission 
from the author’s blog, https://sadeuel.wixsite.com/
arachnerdsblog) 

Editor, The Current:
I had a long talk this morning with a family member 
this morning because her congregation is consider-
ing disaffiliating. As we talked, I came up with some 
discussion points for churches, particularly rural 
churches, that are considering this move. While not 
exhaustive, I hope they might help churches who are 
having these discussions.

1. Who is driving the discussion? If it's the pastor 
and not the congregation what impact does this 
have on what's being presented. Are you getting 
information from both sides of the discussion 
- conservative, mid-line, and progressive - to 
make well informed decisions?

2. Is your congregation looking at this primarily 
for theological or financial reasons? Be honest 
about this. If your congregation is just tired of 
paying apportionments make sure you've talked 
about and understand where apportioned funds 
really go.

3. Are you considering joining the Global Method-
ist Church or becoming an independent church? 
If it's the former, how long will it be until they 
have an organizational structure for your con-
gregation to really consider? If it's the latter then 
the next questions will be more applicable.

4. As an independent church what will your theological 
basis be and who will determine it? If it's your pastor, 
who will have a voice in determining what your core 
beliefs and practices will be? If you're striving to be 
a "Bible Believing" church (I don't know any that 
aren't) how will you determine which parts/aspects 
of the Bible you'll follow? Will members/attendees be 
allowed to question these beliefs? (you can as a UM 
member)

5. Are you looking to separate because of major 
differences or just a few differences?

6. Will disaffiliation allow you to stay the same or will 
you be looking at ways to improve/expand your 
understanding of what the Bible is saying to you 
corporately and personally?

7. How will you define the role of pastor and how will 
you call your next pastor? Remember that there won't 
be any more pastoral appointments.

8. How will you define who can become a member 
and/or participate in the life and leadership of your 
congregation?

9. Is the congregation looking for a way to "save" what's 
left of your congregation or really looking for ways to 
expand your ministry? Will you continue to have the 
same leadership/power structures in place?

10. How will you care for you pastor and his/her family 
over the long run? Will you provide health insurance 
and retirement benefits to them or are you just 
looking for a way to lower your bills?

11. Finally, who will leave and who will stay? What 
impact will this have on the congregation? 
Remember that there will always be folks on both 
sides of the debate and folks will leave and/or 
attempt to take on different roles.

Hope these are helpful

Rev. Paul Newhall
IGRC Retired Clergy

NEWHALL LETTER CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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BY GAD MAIGA

MOMBASA COUNTY, Kenya (UM News)  – Youth at 
Tazama Christ United Methodist Church are living out their 
faith through community service projects.

Developed by the church in 2020, Tazama Youth in 
Christ encourages Christian discipleship patterned after the 
servanthood of Jesus, who cared for the sick, fed the hungry 
and befriended the outcast, said Samwel Birya, youth president. 

“One of the most important things a church can do is help 
young people live out their faith in practical ways,” he said.

The project, dubbed “TYC,” focuses on entrepreneurial 
efforts that promote moral values and active leadership by 
youth. Through poultry projects, secondhand clothing stores, 
car washes and refreshment kiosks, the program’s youth are 
navigating successfully in communities prone to drug and 
substance abuse. 

“(Tazama Christ United Methodist Church) has given 
the youth and young adults a chance to change their lives,” 
Birya said. “Many young people have deserted their idling 
bases to join projects led by TYC to earn a living and support 
themselves and their families.”

Birya, who oversees one of the car washes operated by 
TYC in Kadongo, said that the business has employed more 
than 10 youth who joined their church. Before working at 
the car wash, they participated in intensive rehabilitation and 
entrepreneurial skills training.

“Young people can do productive work when given 
support and skills empowerment,” Birya said. “I fondly talk 
about how the car wash has transformed the lives of 10 youth 
from alcoholism and drug abuse to active youth in business 
and church ministry. To God be the glory.”

Drug and substance abuse are prevalent in the coastal 
region that is home to the church. TYC has helped hundreds 
of youth in Mombasa County by providing employment 
opportunities, offering counseling and rehabilitation services 
and conducting mentorship and spiritual programs.

 Since its establishment, Tazama Christ United 
Methodist Church has transformed 200 youth from job 
seekers into job creators. Fifty new members resulted from 
the church’s youth ministry.  

TYC operates more than 10 small businesses in Mombasa 
County. Included are two poultry projects in Mlango Saba with 

over 500 birds, two secondhand clothing stores in the Business 
Annex area, two car washes in Kadongo and four refreshment 
kiosks in Falcon stage. The businesses have employed more 
than 50 youth. 

Malaika Bamba, 22, once lived on the streets. 
“TYC mentored and transformed me into a 

responsible woman,” Bamba said. “They instilled in me 
the virtues of courage and self-esteem and empowered 
me to live a value-based life. I now have a good job and a 
community at (Tazama Christ United Methodist Church) 
to turn to whenever I am in need.”

Zeddrick Injera, a youth member at the church, manages 
a poultry project. The small businesses, he said, exemplify the 
true meaning of biblical prosperity that encompasses spiritual 
and physical well-being. 

“The church’s role as outlined in the Holy Bible is not just 
concentrated on the spiritual well-being of the people in the 
community,” Injera said. “Jesus himself cared for the people he 
ministered to, making sure to feed them, heal them and even 
raise the dead. 

“Through community service projects, young people offer 
services and receive love and compensation in return, thereby 
living out faith in practical ways.” 

Elsie Gacheri, youth treasurer at the church, noted a 
significant change in the attitude of young people who joined 
the congregation. 

“Most of them have demonstrated commendable behavior 
with a renewed sense of belief and belonging, not only to (the 
church), but (also) the entire Mushomoroni community,” 
she said. “Christian faith is indispensable in preventing and 
recovering from substance abuse. TYC community service 
exemplifies ways in which Christian faith can contribute to 
preventing people from falling victim to substance abuse and 
helping them recover from it.” 

Peter Rua, who operates a fruit and vegetable shop run by 
TYC, said the youth projects have directly contributed to the 
increase in church youth membership. “Initially, we had only 
30 youth, but now we have over 100 youth attending Sunday 
worship services.” 

The Rev. Bernard Amani, Tazama Christ United 
Methodist Church senior pastor and Mombasa district 
superintended,thanked Tazama Youth in Christ for creating 
opportunities for young people through empowerment and 
mentorship programs and gathering successful youth to run 
various programs to help those who are lost in drug and 
substance abuse. 

“I am grateful to TYC for living out their faith in 
exceptional and commendable ways,” said Amani. “They came 
up with empowerment and mentorship programs that inspire 
young people who are hopeless in society and who had turned 
to substance abuse as a remedy to their problems.”

He urged support of TYC community service projects. 
Specific areas of need, he noted, include expansion of the 
poultry project to house up to 1,000 birds, establishment 
of additional secondhand clothing stores and refreshment 
kiosks, and purchase of car-washing machines to create more 
employment opportunities. 

“I foresee lasting transformation, spiritually and morally,” 
Amani added.

(Gad Maiga is a communicator for the Kenya-Ethiopia 
Conference.)

KENYAN YOUTH PUT FAITH INTO ACTION

G L O B A L
N E W S

N A T I O N A L 
N E W S

BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard has ruled a 
resolution approved at the North Central Jurisdictional 
Conference in November “null, void and without effect” in 
a decision of law issued in December.

Bishop Beard made his ruling Dec. 5 in response 
to a series of questions posed by Indiana delegate John 
Lomperis just prior to the conclusion of the three-day 
conference. Bishop Beard was the presiding bishop over 
the plenary session when the resolution was considered.

Bishop Beard’s Decision of Law is automatically 
reviewed by the Judicial Council and will be a part 
of its Spring 2023 docket. Bishop Beard’s Decision of 
Law may be viewed at: https://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/1d1eee25-eeb2-40aa-876e-
31b287f87aa4.pdf 

The resolution, Queer Delegates’ Call to Center Justice 
and Empowerment for LGBTQIA+ People in the UMC, 
passed overwhelming at the NCJ session. The resolution 
called upon the North Central Jurisdiction to:

1. Support and amplify the queer delegates’ call to 
justice and empowerment for the LGBTQIA+ 
community in our Jurisdiction, within and 
beyond our churches and agencies.

2. Affirms the spirit of the abeyance or moratorium 
as proposed to the General Conference, as 
referenced above, until changes can be made in 
the United Methodist Book of Discipline. 

3. Implore our member Annual Conferences to 
either not pursue or resolve in an appropriately 
timely fashion through a non-punitive, just 
resolution process any complaints against clergy 
regarding their sexual orientation or clergy who 
officiate weddings of LGBTQIA+ persons.

4. Urge that as a Jurisdiction we either not pursue 
or resolve in an appropriately timely fashion 
through a non-punitive, just resolution process 
any complaints against Bishops regarding 
their sexual orientation or those who officiate 
weddings of LGBTQIA+ persons.

5. Supports the election of 
episcopal leaders who commit 
to upholding this resolution and 
who will further justice for and 
empowerment of LGBTQIA+ 
people in the annual conferences 
where they serve;

6. Commit to a future of The 
United Methodist Church 
where LGBTQIA+ people will 
be protected, affirmed, and 
empowered in the life and 
ministry of the church in our 
Jurisdiction, including as laity, 
ordained clergy, in the episcopacy, 
and on boards and agencies.

In Bishop Beard’s ruling, he 
noted, “while presented to the conference delegates as 
‘aspirational,’ [the resolution] does impermissibly negate, 
ignore, violate, encourage actions that are contrary to, or 
discourage the enforcement of the Book of Discipline and 
therefore are null, void, and of no effect.”

Bishop Beard also ruled that the resolution’s call 
for “abeyance” does contradict the Book of Discipline’s 
requirement for complaints held in abeyance as outlined in 
paragraph 362.1g and therefore is null, void, and of no effect.

Bishop Beard also ruled: 
“The passage of this resolution does overrule, limit, 

or restrict the rights or obligations of bishops, district 
superintendents, counsels for the church, committees on 
investigation, trial courts, boards of ordained ministry, or 
district committees on ministry to fully comply with and 
uphold the Book of Discipline, and therefore passage of this 
resolution is null, void, and of no effect?

“An abeyance or moratorium was proposed to the 
General Conference, but the General Conference Session 
was not held, and delegates were not able to adopt or 
reject the proposal by the authors of the Protocol of 
Reconciliation and Grace through Separation, the only 

provision for abeyance or moratorium are those outlined 
in our current 2016 Book of Discipline. Imploring such 
persons to “not pursue” complaints is improper and 
violates the Discipline and decisions of the Judicial 
Council, including Decisions 1399 and 1435.  Therefore, 
that part of paragraph 3 of the resolution that implores 
annual conferences not to pursue complaints against 
clergy regarding their sexual orientation or clergy who 
officiate weddings of LGBTQIA+ persons is null, void and 
of no effect.  

“The part of paragraph 4 that urges a jurisdiction not 
to pursue complaints against bishops regarding their sexual 
orientation or those who officiate weddings of LGBTQIA+ 
persons is improper, null, void and of no effect.”

All five jurisdictions met in November and had 
parallel resolutions offered. The Southeastern Jurisdiction's 
final version of the Queer Delegates’ Call had several key 
amendments to it and the presiding bishop in the South 
Central Conference ruled the resolution "out of order," in 
that the language was more than aspirational in nature and 
sought to direct the actions of bishops and other bodies of 
the church in fulfilling their responsibilities.

United Methodists seek peace after church bombing
BY PHILIPPE KITUKA LOLANGA

At least 17 people were killed and 20 others seriously in-
jured in a suspected terrorist attack during a worship ser-
vice Jan. 15 at a Pentecostal church in Kasindi near where 
United Methodists congregate. 

A United Methodist lay leader was at the 8th Community of 
Pentecostal Churches of Congo during the attack.

In a press release, Patrick Muyaya, Congo minister of com-
munication, said the explosion at the church at the border 
between Congo and Uganda in the North Kivu province 
was perpetrated by suspected Allied Democratic Forces, a 
radical Islamist group.

“The explosion ... happened just a short distance from 
where more than 180 United Methodists were attending 
service,” said Pastor Kambale Vanzane of Kasindi United 
Methodist Church.

Paluku Kalihali, Kasindi United Methodist Church’s lay 
leader, had been invited to a baptism ceremony at the 
Pentecostal church that day.  

“I thank the Lord that I was not injured in the attack,” Kali-
hali said. “It was the first time for me to see such an event. 
... God is good because I was not affected.”

Kalihali, who is a nurse at a local hospital, said more help 
is needed for those injured in the explosion because there 
is a lack of medicine.  

He also pleaded for the government to restore peace in 
North Kivu and Ituri where there is increased civil unrest. 

He said more needs to be done to keep churches se-
cure, noting that there were several visitors from different 
communities in the Pentecostal church on the day of the 
bombing.

Germain Masinda, Beni District superintendent, said, “As 
long as there is no restoration of peace in the area, we will 
continue to witness such loss of lives, hence the need to 
seek lasting peace. And this lasting peace will only come 
from the Lord our God.”

Masinda said the church will have to intensify awareness 
campaigns for peace to prevail in the area and also en-
courage residents to report all suspicious persons to the 
security forces.

“We are now living in fear as we don't know where the 
next attack will be as churches are becoming the targets,” 
he added.

Masinda said if such attacks continue, church members 
will have no choice but to stop attending worship services.

United Methodist Bishop Gabriel Yemba Unda, the national 
moderator of Christian churches in Congo, strongly con-
demned the bomb attack and called for investigations to 
identify the perpetrators.

The World Council of Churches also denounced the attack. 

“The ability to worship freely and without fear is at the very 
core of the fundamental human right to religious freedom,” 
said the Rev. Jerry Pillay, the council’s general secretary.

“We pray for the bereaved families and community, and 

for the wounded. We denounce this despicable attack, the 
perpetrators of which must be apprehended and prosecut-
ed to the full extent of the law.”

(Kituka Lolonga is a communicator in the Kivu Conference.)
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Bishop Frank J. Beard (center) presides over the plenary session of the North 
Central Jurisdictional Conference Nov. 4. Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, former bishop 
of the Illinois Area from 2008 to 2012, assists Bishop Beard and to the left is NCJ 
Secretary Paul White.

First United Methodist Latina sworn into U.S. Congress
CHICAGO (UM News) – Rep. Delia Ramírez Hernández (D-Ill.) was 
sworn into the 118th U.S. Congress on Jan. 7, becoming its first United 
Methodist Latino woman. She was elected Nov. 8, 2022, to Illinois’ 3rd 
District with more than 67 percent of the vote.

She is also the first Guatemalan-American to achieve such a high of-
fice in the political history of the United States, and, at 39, is one of the 
youngest members of the U.S. House of Representatives.

Ramírez Hernández told CNN that her journey from being a working-
class daughter of a migrant to elected office mirrors the journey of “so 
many people and so many children of immigrants who contribute and 
do so much for this country.

“I want men and women, young and old, to see me and think, ‘That 
was my m’hija; that was my daughter.’”

Ramírez Hernández grew up attending Humboldt Park United Method-
ist Church in Chicago. She has served as a leader in the local church 
and the denomination, including roles with the Hispanic-Latino caucus 
of The United Methodist Church and the National Plan for Hispanic-
Latino Ministry.

She had been serving as representative to the 4th District in the Illinois 
General Assembly since 2018. That year, she spoke with UM News at 
the time of her election.

“In this church, my parents have shown me and my siblings that be-
ing a Christian is much more than words and certainly much more 
than participating on Sundays,” she said. “Being a Christian is a way of 
living, a way of treating people, and the way we show the light of God 
through our actions.”

At Humboldt Park, she found her call and the opportunity to develop 
the abilities and talents to serve others.

As a political leader, she recognizes that the seeds that the church's 
teachings planted in her have borne prosperous fruit for the benefit 
of many poor people and needy families in the city of Chicago. While 
serving as a state representative, she proposed laws to help the most 
impoverished parts of her district.

She describes Humboldt Park United Methodist as “a beacon for me, a 
fortress.”

“In the church, I was formed in my faith and found my call to serve my 
community,” she said. “There I developed skills as a leader and learned 
how to lead my life as a Christian.”

Remembering the text of the "Great Commission," Ramírez Hernández 
points out that this church has fed the poor, provided shelter for home-
less, visited people in prison and made people aware of why many of 
them live in poverty.

At just 11 years old, she had the opportunity to preach for the first time. 
She had to stand on a drawer to be able to reach the microphone and 
remembers being able to feel and hear her voice with a force that she 
had never felt before.

“From that moment, I began to understand that the call I have received 
from God is to serve God, bringing a prophetic voice to others.”

She said that it was as a first-time attendee at a MARCHA meeting 
when she learned how the Latino community is organized within The 
United Methodist Church at the national level. MARCHA is the Hispan-
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Rep. Delia Ramirez Hernández 
shows her new credential as a 
congresswoman before being 

sworn in on Jan. 7. Ramirez 
Hernández is one of the youngest 
in the U.S. Congress and the first 

Latina to represent Illinois. 

UM News file photo by Philippe Kituka Lolonga

United Methodists pray for peace in eastern Congo during a 
national day of prayer service in Goma, Congo, in 2022. Church 
leaders are calling for efforts to restore peace in North Kivu and 
Ituri after a Jan. 15 attack on a Pentecostal church killed 17 and 
injured 20. 

UM News Photo by Gad Maiga

Peter Rua (left) buys clothes at a store run by Tazama Youth in 
Christ in Mombasa County, Kenya. The program, a ministry of 
Tazama Christ United Methodist Church, provides training and 
employment opportunities at secondhand clothing stores, car 
washes, refreshment kiosks and other business ventures.

HERNÁNDEZ CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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H I S T O R I C A L 
M E S S E N G E R

The seemingly endless biographers of Abraham Lincoln 
have generally and collectively concluded that attempts 
to adorn their subject's lapel with a firm denominational 
label prove more than difficult. His impoverished nomadic 
parents, Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks Lincoln, as 
well as his widowed step- mother from Elizabethtown, Ky., 
Sarah Johnston, held rigidly to the teachings of the Baptist 
Church, but there exists little evidence that their son com-
mitted to that line of thought or discipline. 

Although Lincoln, following the death of his four-
year-old son, Edward Baker Lincoln, on 1 February 1850, 
regularly attended Presbyterian churches in Springfield, and 
Washington, D.C., he did not become a communicant of 
that denomination. Indeed, there lies even less detail con-
cerning his interest in Christian creeds or formal theology. 
The Bible lay upon his reading table as the sole source suf-
ficient to meet his religious needs.

Despite Lincoln’s knowledge of the substance of holy 
scriptures and evidence in his willingness to accept the 
spirit and the workings of a Judaic-Christian God, he of-
fered mainline Protestant denominations few opportunities 
to recruit him into their ranks. Thus, his relationships with 
those religious organizations existed principally on social 
and political levels. 

Lincoln would not lose sight of the Methodists. For six 
years—from 1831 to 1837, from the ages of 20 to 26—he 
resided and worked in New Salem, a settlement on the San-
gamon River, 20 miles northwest of Springfield, a village then 
without a church, but one in which its settlers experienced no 
barriers to the practice of their religious sentiments. 

The Baptists met in the local schoolhouse, while the 
Presbyterians and Methodists did the same in one another’s 
homes. In the summers members of each denomination 
removed themselves to weekly outdoor campground meet-
ings. The itinerant Methodist minister and frontier preacher, 
Peter Cartwright, whom Lincoln would have to confront in 
the next decade, conducted a number of revival meetings 
at New Salem during the future President’s residence there, 
and one might reasonably speculate that the young man 
knew of those events and, possibly, attended at least one—
out of curiosity, if for no other reason. 

“The anti-intellectualism and emotionalism of the of the 
revivals turned some residents away,” argued one of Lincoln’s 
biographers, treading upon the thin ice of generalization, 
“while inspiring a search in others for a more rational faith” 
(White, 45). The writer does not commit his subject firmly to 
the "some" or to the “others.” Nonetheless, during his youth 
in Kentucky and Indiana, and in the brief New Salem pe-
riod, Lincoln observed the deep divisions within the Baptist 
Church—General Baptists, Particular Baptist, Separate 
Baptists—and the rancor among Baptists, Presbyterians, and 
Methodists, all of which tended to widen the distance be-
tween those principal 19th century denominations and him.

Occasions did arise, however, when Lincoln responded 
to a friendly wave from the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
There crossed his path for a brief moment another frontier 
preacher, Orceneth Fisher (1803- 1880). Born into a Baptist 
family at Chester, Windsor County, Vt., Fisher accompa-
nied his parents to the Indiana territory at some point prior 
to 1821, after which he left the Baptist fold and embraced 
Methodism. In 1823, he joined the Missouri Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, then, a year later, re-
moved to the Illinois Conference. Fisher spent 1839-1840 
on the Methodist itinerancy in Texas, returned to Illinois 
for a short tour, then spent the remainder of his years on the 

itinerancy in the Northwest, Texas, and the Pacific Coast. 
At Springfield, Fisher preached in “a modest-looking 

[Methodist] meeting-house, which speaks more for the 
simple piety of the inhabitants, than the ostentatious taste 
of the citizens…” Further, the state capitol then under con-
struction, the Illinois Senate met in Fisher's church, and 
his tenure in Springfield coincided with Lincoln’s early law 
practice there—the latter having moved to that town from 
New Salem in 1837. According to one Methodist historian, 
Orceneth Fisher had related to his children those occasions 
when Lincoln attended his services (Sweet. 469,476).  

What prompted Lincoln to do so rises as a question 
without satisfactory answers. Ronald White stroked his 
readers’ imaginations by noting that despite Lincoln’s posi-
tion in the Illinois General Assembly, he remained practi-
cally friendless in Springfield. "Lincoln considered attending 
a church in Springfield, but, remarked, ' I've never been to 
church yet, nor probably not be soon. I stay away because I 
should not know how to behave myself ’” (White, 86). How 
does one reconcile that statement, even though it had been 
filtered through a secondary source, with Rev. Orceneth 
Fisher's tales to his children? To accept both means to estab-
lish Lincoln’s view of a church service, including a Method-
ist service, as a social occasion, as opposed to participation 
in a meaningful religious experience.

PETER CARTWRIGHT
Lincoln’s experience with Methodism assumed a totally 

new dimension at the very outset of his political career. 
When, at age twenty- three, 
he sought a seat in the Illinois 
General Assembly in 1832, he 
came in eighth in a field of 13 
candidates; ahead of him stood a 
47-year-old Methodist itinerant 
preacher on the western frontier 
by the name of Peter Cartwright. 
Born in Amherst County, Va., 
Cartwright accompanied his 
family in 1790, to Kentucky. Of-
fered little in the way of formal 

education, the boy eventually embraced horse racing and 
gambling until, at a camp meeting in 1801, he underwent 
religious conversion. 

A year later he obtained a license to preach as an ex-
horter in the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1803, Cart-
wright, having mastered the skill of contemporary preach-
ing, became a circuit rider, thus beginning two decades of 
preaching at least one sermon per day. Then followed ordi-
nation as a deacon in 1806, elder in 1808, presiding elder 
of the Methodists’ Cumberland circuit from 1821 to 1823, 
transfer to the Illinois Conference in 1824, and presiding 
elder for that Conference over the next half-century. De-
scribed as "a rugged man, about 5 feet, 10 inches tall, Cart-
wright bore his nearly 200 pounds on a medium frame. His 
resolute personality exuded from a face with high cheek-
bones, a firm jaw, and piercing black eyes” (White, 134).

Cartwright expressed little patience with religious for-
malism, having been convinced that daily reading of holy 
scriptures and consistent prayer comprised the essential 
components of the truly spiritual life. The “texts” of his 
sermons focused upon the clear message of free salvation 
and rigid moral conduct—the guiding purpose of early 
American Methodism. He also advanced a form of anti-in-
tellectualism, maintaining that Methodists could ignite the 
spirits of their congregations while their denominational 
rivals spent their time earning college degrees and nego-

tiating for their stipends. By the middle of the nineteenth 
century, however, Cartwright’s fundamentalist views began 
to recede, and he lamented the fact that the Methodist Epis-
copal Church had begun to ignore the popular enthusiasm 
that had cultivated the essence of the movement. Again, he 
mounted a rhetorical assault upon those Methodist min-
isters who had become “downy doctors and learned presi-
dents and professors,” while Methodist laymen and women 
desired little beyond affluence, social fashion, and maternal 
comfort (Queen, 1:107).

In an effort to establish his reputation and solidify his 
leadership, Peter Cartwright turned his attention to politics. 
Twice he gained election to the Illinois General Assembly, 
representing his district from 1824 to 1840, embracing 
an anti-slavery policy. At the 1844 General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, featuring a debate over 
slave-holding, he attempted, without success, to prevent a 
division between the two factions, resulting, in 1845, with 
the formation of the Protestant Episcopal Church, South. 
Nonetheless, Cartwright’s career remained without serious 
blemish. Reportedly, throughout a career spanning 70 years, 
he had preached nearly 15,000 sermons and baptized close 
to 10,000 persons while traveling circuits in Kentucky, Ten-
nessee, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. Peter Cartwright died at 
Pleasant Plains, on 25 September 1872.

Fourteen years following their initial 1832 political con-
frontation, the 61-year-old Democrat Cartwright and the 37-
year- old Whig Lincoln entered the arena in an effort to repre-
sent the Illinois Congressional District. Interestingly enough, 
they waged the contest at a distance from each other—no 
debates, no joint appearances. To the surprise of but a few, 
Cartwright injected religion into the campaign as a principal 
issue. Lincoln received word that in a number of the northern 
counties in the district, "Mr. Cartwright was whispering the 
charge of [religious} infidelity against me…” (White, 135).

In response. Lincoln prepared a handbill addressed “To 
the Voters of the Seventh Congressional District,” dated 31 
July 1846—four days before the election: “That I am not a 
member of any Christian Church is true,” he confessed;

…but I have never denied the truth of the scriptures; 
and I have never spoken with intentional disrespect of 
religion in general, or of any denomination of Christians in 
particular. It is true that in early life I was inclined to believe 
in what understand is called the 'Doctrine of Necessity’—
that is that the human mind is impelled into action, or held 
in rest by some power, over which the mind itself had no 
control, and I have sometimes (with one, two or three, but 
never publicly) tried to maintain this opinion in argument. 
The habit of arguing thus, however, have entirely left off for 
more than five years. And I add here, I have always under-
stood this same opinion to be held by several of the Chris-
tian denominations. The foregoing is the whole truth, briefly 
stated, in relation to myself, upon this subject.

Lincoln then concluded,
I do not think I could myself, be brought to support a 

man for office, whom knew to be an open enemy of, and a 
scoffer at, religion. Leaving the higher matter of eternal con-
sequences, between him and his Maker, I still do not think 
any man has the right thus to insult the feelings, and injure 
the morals, of the community in which he may live. If, then, 
I was guilty of such conduct, I should blame no man who 
should condemn me for it; but I do blame those, whoever 
they may be, who falsely out such a charge in circulation 
against me (Fehrenbacher, 1832-1858, 139-140).

Lincoln’s “friends,” for whatever reason, never published 
this document.

LINCOLN AMONG THE METHODISTS
(Editor’s note: Samuel J. Rogal will be one of several presenters at the North Central Jurisdictional Historical Symposium, hosted by the IGRC Commission 
on Archives and History July 10-13, 2023, in Springfield. Details about the event along with registration is found elsewhere in this issue of The Current)

BY SAMUEL J. ROGAL

Undeterred by the failure of that initial response, 
Lincoln, eleven days later, from Springfield, on 11 August 
1846,31 addressed a letter to Allen N. Ford, a publisher at 
Lacon, and the editor of the Illinois Gazette. He had just 
returned from a campaign tour of the northern counties of 
the district and received a letter from Jacksonville, claiming 
that Peter Cartwright had been spreading rumors about 
his [Lincoln's} infidelity. “I have little doubt now,” asserted 
Lincoln, that to make the same charge—to slyly sow the 
seeds in the same spots—was the chief objective of his 
mission through your part of the District, at a time when 
he knew I could not contradict him, either in person or by 
letter before the election. And, from the election returns 
in your county [Marshall], being so different from what 
they are in parts where Mr. Cartwright and I are both well 
known, I incline to the belief that he has succeeded in 
deceiving some honest men there (Fehrenbacher, 1832-
1858, .140-141).

In the end, all of this excitement came to naught. A to-
tal of 11,169 white males from the Illinois Seventh Congres-
sional District cast votes on 3 August 1846: 6,340 (56.8%) 
for Abraham Lincoln, 4,829 (43.2%) for Peter Cartwright 
(White, 135).

How, then. does one interpret Lincoln’s victory? Other 
than second-hand newspaper reports, Lincoln’s broadside 
of 31 July 1846 and his 11 August letter to Allen Ford, little 
specificity concerning the Congressional campaign of 1846 
has emerged. Peter Cartwright never mentioned it in his 
1858 Autobiography of Peter Cartwright, the Backwoods 
Preacher, nor did later editors of that volume take note of 
it. Prior to the election of 1846, Cartwright had declared 
his commitment to the “born again/holiness gospel when 
he stated that 'real religion'" embraced the notion of the 
Holy Spirit “’bearing witness with our spirits that we are the 
children of God,’ which results in an effective expression of 
faith, a 'sensible evidence of change of heart.'" When Cart-
wright opposed Lincoln in the 1846 Congressional election, 
his principal campaign issue focused hard upon Lincoln's 
"unsuitability for office because of his rational realistic 
skepticism." He harped upon Lincoln's "unwillingness to 
affirm a palpable conviction of sin and an explicit new birth 
encounter with Jesus.”

In Cartwright's view, Lincoln emerged as "an infidel." 
To the majority of voters in the District, presumably aware 
of Cartwright’s religious agenda because of his years of 
preaching in that area of the state, “his insistence on evan-
gelical conversion” proved to have been “typical Methodist 
fare” (Vickers, 67). Would that campaign and its election 
result, then, be considered Lincoln’s victory over Method-
ism or over the Methodist Episcopal Church? No! He had 
campaigned against Peter Cartwright as a purely political 
opponent, Whig versus Democrat. His election proved that 
one need not necessarily be obliged to practice frontier-style 
Methodism to be considered a Christian. One needed only to 
be Abraham Lincoln.

METHODISM’S INFLUENCE
Lincoln appeared to have little contact of importance 

with Methodism, its people or its Church, until two years 
prior to the 1860 Presidential election. In the seventh of 
the campaign debates on 25 October 1858 between Sena-
tor Steven Arnold Douglas (1813-1861) of Illinois, Lincoln 
declared,

“There never was a party in the history of this 
country, and there probably never will be of sufficient 
strength to disturb the general peace of the country. 
Parties themselves may be divided and quarrel on 
minor questions, yet it extends not beyond the par-
ties themselves. But does not the question make a 
disturbance outside of political circles? Does it not 
enter into the churches and rend them asunder? What 
divided the great Methodist Church into two parts, 
North and South? What has raised the constant dis-
turbance in every Presbyterian General Assembly that 
meets?” (Fehrenbacher, 1832-1858, 805).

The answer, of course: slavery! Two years later, on the 
eve of his first Presidential term, Lincoln found his way into 
the poverty-stricken sections of New York City. By 1860, 
the Five Points Mission House of Industry, situated in that 
metropolis as an adjunct of the Methodist Ladies’ Home 

Missionary Society, had become a regular stop for visitors 
seeking to examine, first hand, a well-publicized prime 
example of Methodist piety and charity. Lincoln, by now 
an knowledgeable politician, campaigning for the Presi-
dency, visited the Five Points Mission on 24 February 1860 
(Richet, Rowe and Schmidt, 1:129).

Following the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, in the 
North, an interdenominational organization, the United 
States Christian Commission, had been created, with sig-
nificant assistance from Methodist Bishop Edward Storer 
Janes (1807-1876), to supply relief, carried forth mainly by 
Methodist women, and to conduct worship services by the 
ministry, both for the benefit of Union soldiers. Further, 
nearly 500 pastors from the Methodist Episcopal Church 
volunteered as regimental chaplains. 

President Lincoln would later respond to the whole-
some support of the war effort of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church North, emphasizing to Church leaders the point 
that the Church, “by its greater numbers… sends more 
soldiers to the field, more nurses to the hospitals, and 
more prayers to heaven than any. God bless the Methodist 
Church” (Vickers, 75) 

Indeed, throughout the war, 
Bishop Matthew Simpson (1811-1884) 
became a close and trusted associate 
of Lincoln, an “informal” chaplain, if 
you will, and the President, in turn, 
viewing him as the “greatest orator he 
had ever heard,” extended his favor 
toward Simpson. Following Lincoln’s 
assassination Simpson preached 
the President's funeral sermon in 

Springfield, a highly patriotic oration, labeling Lincoln a 
Christian hero and a martyr, endowed with noble virtues 
and godly character—a far cry from two decades earlier 
when Peter Cartwright had branded Lincoln an infidel. 
During the war the aged Cartwright had mellowed in his 
opinion of Lincoln and extended his appreciation to the 
President for his leadership (Vickers, 80, 94, 339).

Following the issuance of the first draft of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation on 22 July 1862, Lincoln received an 
unheralded measure of support from a different segment of 
Methodism, The Methodist Protestant Church, comprised 
of a group of democratic-leaning reformers and innova-
tors disenfranchised from the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in 1830. They formed, in the same year, the Methodist 
Protestant Church as a denomination without bishops or 
presiding elders, with preachers appointed by an elected 
“President” of Conference—and those appointments could 
be appealed. The laity and clergy of the new denomination 
achieved equal representation in denominational meetings, 
an egalitarian polity that all members viewed as truly “Prot-
estant.” However, the Methodist Protestant Church assumed 
a conservative view on the issue of slavery, obviously a con-
cession to Southern members, a position that, 30 years later, 
brought about serious disruption and division (Vickers, 71).

At the General Convention of the Methodist Protestant 
Church, held at Cincinnati, Ohio, on 5-12 November 1862, 
by then devoid of membership from any of the Confederate 
States, the Committee on the Country, chaired by Dennis 
B. Dorsey, Jr., from Western Virginia, “reported a series of 
whereases and resolutions,” the principal item reading,

“Resolved, That we heartily endorse the Emancipation 
Proclamation of President Lincoln; because it strikes at that 
baleful cause of all our civil and ecclesiastical difficulties, 
American slavery, the sum of all villainies, the darling idol 
of all villainies, the central power of villainous secessionism, 
but now, by the wisdom of the President, about to be made 
the agent of retributive justice in punishing that culmina-
tion of villainous enterprises, the attempt to overthrow the 
most glorious civil government that God’s providence ever 
established on earth” (Drinkhouse, 2:450-451, 452-453).

Lincoln’s reaction and response to the resolution (if, 
indeed, a response ever came forth) have not survived.

Perhaps the last “direct” contact between Abraham Lin-
coln and the Methodist Episcopal Church occurred approx-
imately 11 months prior to the assassination of the Presi-
dent. From the General Conference of that Church, held 
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in mid-May 1864, emerged 

LINCOLN CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

While not a professed member of any religious 
denomination, the relationship between Abraham 
Lincoln and the Methodist Episcopal Church of his 
time is important, both in terms of their views on 
the abolition of slavery and the political rise of the 
number of Methodists in the United States.

IGRC to host jurisdictional symposium
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Commission on Archives and History will host the 
North Central Jurisdictional Historical Convocation July 
10-13 in Springfield.

Registration will be online beginning March 1 at: 
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/NCJConvocation. Cost for  
the three-day event will be $125 plus hotel  
accommodations.

The theme for the convocation is Lincoln Among 
the Methodists. Participants will dine at the Lincoln 
Presidential Library after spending time touring the 
$120 million museum (tickets are included). 

Attendees will visit Lincoln’s Home and Lincoln’s Tomb 
in Springfield. They will travel to Peter Cartwright UMC 
in Pleasant Plains where they will tour the newly-
renovated Cartwright Museum and encounter the 19th 
century circuit riding preacher himself (portrayed by 
IGRC retired pastor Joel Catlin. There will also be a 
mission project at the Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center, a jurisdictional ministry of The United Method-
ist Church with which participants will take part.

Presentations by Dr. Samuel Rogal and others will 
address different aspects of the theme with original 
historical research.

For more information, contact Paul Black, IGRC staff 
liaison to the IGRC Commission on Archives and 
History at pblack@igrc.org or call (217) 529-2824.

Newhall to preach Prentice Sermon 
LEWISTOWN – IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Alan 
Newhall, will be preaching the annual Prentice Sermon 
at the Lewistown UMC on Sunday, April 23, at 9 a.m.

Rev. Newhall served 41 years in  
active ministry, retiring in 2008 from 
East Peoria: First UMC. 

The Prentice Sermon began with a 
bequest from a Methodist layman 
in Springfield to honor a group of 
persons who are well known for 

their untiring proclamation of the Gospel, the pioneer 
Methodist circuit riding preachers. 

Hiram Buck Prentice made his bequest to the Illinois 
Conference in 1922 to pay the expenses of one of the 
ministers of the Illinois Conference to preach upon 
the topic, “the Ministry and service as exemplified 
by the lives and labors of pioneer preachers of the 
Illinois Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church.” The location of the annual sermon rotates 
throughout the conference.

Methodists were among the first to establish a 
presence in Fulton County, which was formed from  
a part of Pike County in 1823. 

The other sermon series, typically the third Sunday in 
October, is the Peter Cartwright Memorial Sermon at 
Peter Cartwright UMC in Pleasant Plains.

Both sermon series are sponsored by the IGRC 
Commission on Archives and History.
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RECEIPTS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2022*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 100% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

CACHE RIVER DISTRICT       
Anna UMC $6,420 100% $3,156 100% $9,576 100%
Belknap UMC $1,236 100% $612 100% $1,848 100%
Benton First UMC $14,448 100% $7,104 100% $21,552 100%
Broughton UMC $1,080 100% $528 100% $1,608 100%
Cache Chapel UMC $1,824 100% $900 100% $2,724 100%
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Carbondale First UMC $52,416 100% $25,764 100% $78,180 100%
Carbondale Grace UMC $5,250 34% $5,250 70% $10,500 46%
Carmi Emmanuel UMC $10,076 92% $4,950 92% $15,026 92%
Carmi First UMC $8,400 76% $3,600 66% $12,000 73%
Carrier Mills First UMC $12,180 100% $5,988 100% $18,168 100%
Carterville First UMC $8,952 100% $4,404 100% $13,356 100%
Cave In Rock UMC $2,004 100% $984 100% $2,988 100%
Cedar Grove UMC $7,368 100% $3,624 100% $10,992 100%
Concord UMC $642 50% $318 50% $960 50%
Crab Orchard UMC $2,640 100% $1,296 100% $3,936 100%
Creal Springs UMC $2,988 100% $1,464 100% $4,452 100%
Cross and Flame Ministries UMC $7,500 27% $7,500 55% $15,000 36%
Cross Road UMC $3,852 100% $1,896 100% $5,748 100%
Crossville UMC $9,888 100% $4,860 100% $14,748 100%
Cypress UMC $732 100% $360 100% $1,092 100%
Dahlgren UMC $1,529 92% $748 92% $2,277 92%
DuQuoin UMC $8,460 93% $4,488 100% $12,948 95%
Eddyville UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Eldorado First UMC $6,960 100% $3,420 100% $10,380 100%
Energy UMC $456 25% $225 25% $681 25%
Enfield UMC $1,728 100% $852 100% $2,580 100%
Equality UMC $1,908 100% $936 100% $2,844 100%
Fountain UMC $1,176 100% $576 100% $1,752 100%
Galatia UMC $571 50% $279 50% $850 50%
Glendale UMC $3,216 100% $1,584 100% $4,800 100%
Golconda First UMC $4,044 100% $1,992 100% $6,036 100%
Goreville UMC $9,756 100% $4,800 100% $14,556 100%
Grand Tower UMC $1,572 100% $768 100% $2,340 100%
Greenwood UMC $2,988 100% $1,464 100% $4,452 100%
Harrisburg First UMC $25,116 100% $12,348 100% $37,464 100%
Herrin UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Johnston City UMC $600 6% $600 13% $1,200 9%
Jonesboro UMC $1,584 100% $780 100% $2,364 100%
Joppa UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Karnak UMC $2,392 67% $1,176 67% $3,568 67%
Luther's Chapel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Macedonia UMC $840 100% $408 100% $1,248 100%
Marion Aldersgate UMC $51,192 100% $25,164 100% $76,356 100%
Marion First UMC $16,752 100% $8,232 100% $24,984 100%
Maunie UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
McHenry UMC $3,492 100% $1,716 100% $5,208 100%
McLeansboro First UMC $16,008 100% $7,872 100% $23,880 100%
Metropolis First UMC $25,392 100% $12,480 100% $37,872 100%
Mounds UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Mount Moriah UMC $1,128 100% $552 100% $1,680 100%
New Burnside UMC $1,680 100% $828 100% $2,508 100%
Norris City UMC $10,932 100% $5,376 100% $16,308 100%
Olive Branch UMC $3,204 100% $1,572 100% $4,776 100%
Olmsted UMC $1,932 100% $948 100% $2,880 100%
Pinckneyville UMC $16,860 100% $8,292 100% $25,152 100%
Pittsburg UMC $768 100% $384 100% $1,152 100%
Pleasant Grove UMC $1,212 100% $600 100% $1,812 100%
Powers UMC $2,628 100% $1,296 100% $3,924 100%
Raleigh UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Ridgway UMC $900 100% $444 100% $1,344 100%
Rosiclare UMC $2,280 100% $1,116 100% $3,396 100%
Royalton UMC $2,208 100% $1,092 100% $3,300 100%
Sesser First UMC $4,320 100% $2,124 100% $6,444 100%
Shawneetown Emmanuel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Shiloh UMC $1,680 100% $828 100% $2,508 100%
Stiritz UMC $2,316 100% $1,140 100% $3,456 100%
Sunfield UMC $8,988 100% $4,416 100% $13,404 100%
Tate's Chapel UMC $2,484 100% $1,224 100% $3,708 100%
Taylor UMC $1,800 100% $888 100% $2,688 100%
Valier UMC $1,224 100% $600 100% $1,824 100%
Vergennes Faith UMC $198 7% $98 7% $296 7%
Vergennes Wesley UMC $3,036 100% $1,488 100% $4,524 100%
Vienna UMC $10,637 92% $5,225 92% $15,862 92%
Walnut Grove UMC $852 100% $420 100% $1,272 100%
Ware UMC $1,584 100% $780 100% $2,364 100%
Webb's Chapel UMC $1,068 100% $528 100% $1,596 100%
Wesley Chapel UMC $1,308 100% $648 100% $1,956 100%
Wesley Chapel UMC $960 61% $540 69% $1,500 63%
West Eden UMC $876 100% $432 100% $1,308 100%
West Frankfort Antioch UMC $2,808 100% $1,380 100% $4,188 100%
West Frankfort Central UMC $1,188 100% $588 100% $1,776 100%
West Frankfort Trinity UMC $25,308 100% $12,444 100% $37,752 100%
Wolf Lake UMC $1,824 100% $900 100% $2,724 100%
Zeigler UMC $2,712 100% $1,332 100% $4,044 100%
Zion UMC $3,192 100% $1,572 100% $4,764 100%

Cache River District TOTALS $473,722 87% $239,561 90% $713,284 88%

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT       
Altamont First UMC $12,360 100% $6,084 100% $18,444 100%
Asbury UMC $708 100% $348 100% $1,056 100%
Beecher City UMC $3,588 100% $1,764 100% $5,352 100%
Brownstown UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Casey UMC $25,224 100% $12,396 100% $37,620 100%
Charleston Wesley UMC $45,684 100% $22,452 100% $68,136 100%
Coffeen UMC $2,640 100% $1,296 100% $3,936 100%
Cottonwood UMC $1,560 100% $768 100% $2,328 100%
Cowden UMC $3,504 100% $1,728 100% $5,232 100%
Dogwood Prairie UMC $6,288 100% $3,096 100% $9,384 100%
Dunlap UMC $1,188 100% $588 100% $1,776 100%
Effingham Centenary UMC $33,600 100% $16,512 100% $50,112 100%
Emmanuel UMC $1,548 100% $756 100% $2,304 100%
Etna UMC $1,380 100% $672 100% $2,052 100%
Falmouth UMC $2,088 100% $1,020 100% $3,108 100%
Fillmore UMC $1,740 100% $864 100% $2,604 100%
Flat Rock UMC $3,564 100% $1,752 100% $5,316 100%
Fourth Street UMC $2,220 83% $1,090 83% $3,310 83%
Funkhouser UMC $828 100% $408 100% $1,236 100%
Gaskill UMC $972 100% $480 100% $1,452 100%
Grandview UMC $1,572 100% $768 100% $2,340 100%
Greenup UMC $3,696 100% $1,824 100% $5,520 100%
Harmon UMC $620 83% $300 83% $920 83%
Harvest UMC $2,772 100% $1,368 100% $4,140 100%
Herrick UMC $1,992 100% $984 100% $2,976 100%
Hillsboro UMC $12,576 100% $6,180 100% $18,756 100%
Humboldt UMC $3,444 100% $1,692 100% $5,136 100%
Hume UMC $2,076 100% $1,020 100% $3,096 100%
Hutsonville UMC $1,836 100% $900 100% $2,736 100%
Irving UMC $1,572 100% $780 100% $2,352 100%
Kansas UMC $3,852 100% $1,896 100% $5,748 100%
Kedron UMC $2,028 100% $996 100% $3,024 100%
Kirk Chapel UMC $134 12% $66 12% $200 12%
Lakewood UMC $3,456 100% $1,704 100% $5,160 100%
Lerna UMC $1,332 100% $648 100% $1,980 100%
Marshall Armstrong UMC $9,828 100% $4,824 100% $14,652 100%
Marshall Asbury UMC $444 100% $216 100% $660 100%
Marshall Emmanuel UMC $4,776 100% $2,352 100% $7,128 100%
Marshall First UMC $24,072 100% $11,832 100% $35,904 100%
Marshall Trinity UMC $7,176 100% $3,528 100% $10,704 100%
Martinsville UMC $4,644 100% $2,280 100% $6,924 100%
Mattoon First UMC $22,536 100% $11,076 100% $33,612 100%
Mode UMC $1,164 100% $576 100% $1,740 100%
Montrose UMC $1,860 100% $912 100% $2,772 100%
Morrisonville UMC $4,572 100% $2,244 100% $6,816 100%
Mount Carmel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Neoga Grace UMC $9,456 100% $4,644 100% $14,100 100%
Newton Grace UMC $9,456 100% $4,644 100% $14,100 100%
Nokomis UMC $9,780 100% $4,812 100% $14,592 100%
Oak Ridge UMC $996 100% $492 100% $1,488 100%
Oakland UMC $1,980 100% $972 100% $2,952 100%
Oblong Central UMC $8,712 100% $4,284 100% $12,996 100%
Oblong Evangelical UMC $10,992 100% $5,400 100% $16,392 100%
Oliver UMC $1,488 100% $732 100% $2,220 100%
Palestine First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Palestine Grace UMC $1,296 100% $636 100% $1,932 100%
Paris First UMC $12,298 63% $6,030 63% $18,328 63%
Paris Otterbein UMC $7,908 100% $3,888 100% $11,796 100%
Patton UMC $1,980 100% $972 100% $2,952 100%
Pearl Chapel UMC $2,952 100% $1,452 100% $4,404 100%
Pleasant Valley UMC $744 100% $360 100% $1,104 100%
Robinson First UMC $29,736 100% $14,616 100% $44,352 100%
Robinson Otterbein UMC $1,689 18% $831 18% $2,520 18%
Saint Elmo First UMC $1,845 28% $1,155 36% $3,000 31%
Salem UMC $4,500 100% $2,208 100% $6,708 100%
Salem UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Scottland UMC $1,524 100% $744 100% $2,268 100%
Seed Chapel UMC $3,216 100% $1,584 100% $4,800 100%
Shelbyville First UMC $16,320 100% $8,028 100% $24,348 100%
Shumway UMC $3,780 100% $1,860 100% $5,640 100%
Stewardson UMC $3,336 100% $1,644 100% $4,980 100%
Strasburg UMC $2,628 100% $1,296 100% $3,924 100%
Sugar Grove UMC $3,192 100% $1,572 100% $4,764 100%
Toledo UMC $3,336 100% $1,632 100% $4,968 100%
Trinity Chapel UMC $2,028 100% $996 100% $3,024 100%
Vandalia Haley Chapel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Vermilion UMC $5,328 100% $2,616 100% $7,944 100%
Washington UMC $1,644 100% $804 100% $2,448 100%
Watson UMC $7,908 100% $3,888 100% $11,796 100%
Wesley Chapel UMC $1,584 100% $780 100% $2,364 100%
West Liberty UMC $1,872 100% $912 100% $2,784 100%
Westfield UMC $6,756 100% $3,324 100% $10,080 100%
Willow Hill UMC $2,520 100% $1,236 100% $3,756 100%
Witt UMC $3,072 100% $1,512 100% $4,584 100%
Woodbury UMC $1,476 100% $720 100% $2,196 100%
Zion Hill UMC $2,640 100% $1,296 100% $3,936 100%
Zion UMC $5,160 100% $2,532 100% $7,692 100%
Zion UMC $2,460 100% $1,212 100% $3,672 100%

Embarras River District TOTALS $474,302 95% $233,355 95% $707,658 95%

C O N F E R E N C E
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*Churches reflecting contributions of 100% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.
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ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT 
Bartonville UMC $8,172 100% $4,020 100% $12,192 100%
Blue Ridge UMC $1,266 50% $624 50% $1,890 50%
Boyd's Grove UMC $2,844 100% $1,404 100% $4,248 100%
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC $4,030 93% $1,790 83% $5,820 89%
Brimfield UMC $1,644 100% $804 100% $2,448 100%
Canton South Park UMC $2,247 58% $1,106 58% $3,353 58%
Canton Wesley UMC $49,428 100% $24,300 100% $73,728 100%
Chillicothe First UMC $22,200 100% $10,908 100% $33,108 100%
Crossroads UMC $97,008 100% $47,688 100% $144,696 100%
Cuba UMC $4,740 100% $2,328 100% $7,068 100%
Deer Creek UMC $1,944 100% $960 100% $2,904 100%
Delavan UMC $12,288 100% $6,048 100% $18,336 100%
Dunlap Prospect UMC $22,332 100% $10,980 100% $33,312 100%
East Peoria First UMC $24,996 100% $12,288 100% $37,284 100%
Eureka UMC $5,940 40% $3,060 42% $9,000 41%
Farmington UMC $4,992 100% $2,448 100% $7,440 100%
Glasford UMC $8,553 87% $4,518 94% $13,071 89%
Green Valley First UMC $1,776 100% $876 100% $2,652 100%
Hanna City UMC $5,232 100% $2,580 100% $7,812 100%
Henry UMC $6,743 92% $3,311 92% $10,054 92%
Kewanee First UMC $23,688 100% $11,652 100% $35,340 100%
Kingston Mines UMC $4,224 100% $2,076 100% $6,300 100%
Lacon Sparland UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
LaFayette UMC $2,832 100% $1,392 100% $4,224 100%
Laura UMC $2,196 100% $1,080 100% $3,276 100%
Lewistown UMC $11,832 100% $5,820 100% $17,652 100%
Locust Lane UMC $1,764 100% $864 100% $2,628 100%
London Mills UMC $4,284 100% $2,112 100% $6,396 100%
Mackinaw UMC $15,732 100% $7,740 100% $23,472 100%
Manito UMC $11,460 100% $5,640 100% $17,100 100%
Maples Mill UMC $4,440 100% $2,184 100% $6,624 100%
Monica UMC $900 100% $444 100% $1,344 100%
Monterey UMC $2,304 100% $1,128 100% $3,432 100%
Morton UMC $49,380 100% $24,276 100% $73,656 100%
Mossville UMC $13,956 100% $6,864 100% $20,820 100%
Mount Pleasant UMC $2,328 100% $1,140 100% $3,468 100%
New Hope UMC $2,352 100% $1,164 100% $3,516 100%
Norris UMC $744 100% $360 100% $1,104 100%
Pekin First UMC $36,756 100% $18,072 100% $54,828 100%
Pekin Grace UMC $40,848 100% $20,088 100% $60,936 100%
Peoria Bethel UMC $17,820 100% $8,760 100% $26,580 100%
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC $25,956 100% $12,756 100% $38,712 100%
Peoria First UMC $93,180 100% $45,804 100% $138,984 100%
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC $14,724 100% $7,236 100% $21,960 100%
Peoria Northwest UMC $15,156 100% $7,452 100% $22,608 100%
Peoria University UMC $35,448 100% $17,424 100% $52,872 100%
Princeville UMC $13,848 100% $6,804 100% $20,652 100%
RiversEdge UMC $11,040 100% $5,424 100% $16,464 100%
Sheffield UMC $2,196 100% $1,080 100% $3,276 100%
Shields' Chapel UMC $3,828 100% $1,884 100% $5,712 100%
Smithfield Brock UMC $3,276 100% $1,608 100% $4,884 100%
Toulon UMC $12,696 100% $6,240 100% $18,936 100%
Tremont UMC $23,388 100% $11,496 100% $34,884 100%
Trivoli UMC $4,452 100% $2,184 100% $6,636 100%
Varna UMC $5,148 100% $2,532 100% $7,680 100%
Washburn UMC $4,500 100% $2,208 100% $6,708 100%
Washington Evangelical UMC $8,340 100% $4,104 100% $12,444 100%
West Jersey UMC $1,284 100% $636 100% $1,920 100%
White Chapel UMC $2,592 100% $1,272 100% $3,864 100%
Willow Hill UMC $30,492 100% $14,988 100% $45,480 100%
Wyoming UMC $6,744 100% $3,312 100% $10,056 100%
Zion Evangelical UMC $3,072 100% $1,512 100% $4,584 100%

Illinois River District TOTALS $859,575 98% $422,853 98% $1,282,428 98%

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT
Allerton UMC $1,752 100% $864 100% $2,616 100%
Arcola UMC $13,788 100% $6,780 100% $20,568 100%
Arthur UMC $13,668 100% $6,720 100% $20,388 100%
Ashkum UMC $3,468 100% $1,704 100% $5,172 100%
Batestown UMC $3,348 100% $1,644 100% $4,992 100%
Bellflower UMC $2,616 100% $1,284 100% $3,900 100%
Bement UMC $9,312 100% $4,572 100% $13,884 100%
Bismarck UMC $5,928 100% $2,916 100% $8,844 100%
Bondville UMC $3,048 100% $1,500 100% $4,548 100%
Broadlands UMC $4,008 100% $1,968 100% $5,976 100%
Camargo UMC $5,160 100% $2,544 100% $7,704 100%
Catlin UMC $1,033 8% $508 8% $1,541 8%
Centerville UMC $6,276 100% $3,084 100% $9,360 100%
Champaign Faith UMC $47,592 100% $23,400 100% $70,992 100%
Champaign First UMC $48,528 100% $23,856 100% $72,384 100%
Champaign New Horizon UMC $44,304 100% $21,780 100% $66,084 100%
Chrisman UMC $4,404 100% $2,160 100% $6,564 100%
Cissna Park UMC $4,512 100% $2,220 100% $6,732 100%
Collison UMC $1,632 100% $804 100% $2,436 100%
Countryside UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Crescent City UMC $2,976 100% $1,464 100% $4,440 100%
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC $2,820 100% $1,392 100% $4,212 100%
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC $5,388 100% $2,652 100% $8,040 100%
Danville First UMC $3,296 54% $1,619 54% $4,914 54%
Danville Saint James UMC $48,456 100% $23,820 100% $72,276 100%
Donovan UMC $3,780 100% $1,860 100% $5,640 100%

Fairmount UMC $1,848 100% $912 100% $2,760 100%
Fairview UMC $1,296 100% $636 100% $1,932 100%
Farmer City UMC $7,500 100% $3,684 100% $11,184 100%
Fisher UMC $7,368 100% $3,624 100% $10,992 100%
Fithian UMC $6,324 100% $3,108 100% $9,432 100%
Georgetown UMC $2,988 100% $1,464 100% $4,452 100%
Gibson City UMC $18,720 100% $9,204 100% $27,924 100%
Gifford UMC $2,652 100% $1,308 100% $3,960 100%
Gilman UMC $1,260 19% $1,200 37% $2,460 25%
Hebron UMC $1,248 100% $612 100% $1,860 100%
Hindsboro UMC $2,220 100% $1,092 100% $3,312 100%
Homer UMC $9,396 100% $4,620 100% $14,016 100%
Hoopeston UMC $8,640 100% $4,248 100% $12,888 100%
Indianola UMC $1,188 100% $588 100% $1,776 100%
Loda UMC $8,680 83% $4,270 83% $12,950 83%
Mahomet UMC $33,432 100% $16,440 100% $49,872 100%
Mansfield UMC $2,158 17% $1,062 17% $3,220 17%
Melvin UMC $3,036 100% $1,488 100% $4,524 100%
Middlefork UMC $4,332 100% $2,124 100% $6,456 100%
Milford UMC $3,384 100% $1,668 100% $5,052 100%
Mount Vernon UMC $3,300 100% $1,620 100% $4,920 100%
Murdock UMC $1,572 100% $768 100% $2,340 100%
Newman UMC $4,032 100% $1,980 100% $6,012 100%
Oakwood UMC $4,368 100% $2,148 100% $6,516 100%
Ogden UMC $5,508 100% $2,712 100% $8,220 100%
Onarga UMC $785 13% $1,235 42% $2,020 23%
Paxton First UMC $17,700 100% $8,700 100% $26,400 100%
Pesotum UMC $1,716 100% $840 100% $2,556 100%
Piper City UMC $2,328 100% $1,152 100% $3,480 100%
Quest Grace UMC $27,599 92% $13,563 92% $41,162 92%
Rankin UMC $6,108 100% $3,000 100% $9,108 100%
Rantoul First UMC $15,636 100% $7,692 100% $23,328 100%
Ridge Farm UMC $3,024 100% $1,488 100% $4,512 100%
Rossville UMC $8,448 92% $4,158 92% $12,606 92%
Sadorus UMC $2,208 100% $1,092 100% $3,300 100%
Saint Joseph UMC $11,736 100% $5,772 100% $17,508 100%
Savoy UMC $29,904 100% $14,700 100% $44,604 100%
Seymour UMC $2,388 100% $1,176 100% $3,564 100%
Sheldon UMC $1,200 100% $588 100% $1,788 100%
Shiloh UMC $2,376 92% $1,166 92% $3,542 92%
Sidell UMC $5,604 100% $2,760 100% $8,364 100%
Sullivan First UMC $23,700 100% $11,652 100% $35,352 100%
Tolono UMC $7,836 100% $3,852 100% $11,688 100%
Tuscola UMC $19,788 100% $9,732 100% $29,520 100%
Union Corner UMC $2,712 100% $1,332 100% $4,044 100%
Urbana First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Urbana Wesley UMC $42,912 100% $21,096 100% $64,008 100%
Villa Grove UMC $9,675 75% $4,752 75% $14,427 75%
Watseka UMC $3,944 25% $2,316 30% $6,260 26%
Weedman UMC $4,116 100% $2,028 100% $6,144 100%
Weldon UMC $4,812 100% $2,364 100% $7,176 100%
Wellington UMC $1,521 87% $639 75% $2,160 83%
White Heath UMC $1,428 100% $708 100% $2,136 100%
Woodland UMC $1,464 100% $720 100% $2,184 100%

Iroquois River District TOTALS $700,211 90% $345,968 90% $1,046,178 90%

KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT
Adams Corner UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Albion First UMC $10,716 100% $5,268 100% $15,984 100%
Allendale UMC $3,144 100% $1,548 100% $4,692 100%
Alma UMC $1,068 100% $528 100% $1,596 100%
Asbury Chapel UMC $1,644 100% $804 100% $2,448 100%
Bellmont UMC $2,167 92% $1,067 92% $3,234 92%
Bethel UMC $0 0% $2,004 100% $2,004 33%
Bethel UMC $2,904 100% $1,428 100% $4,332 100%
Bethel UMC $1,128 100% $552 100% $1,680 100%
Beulah UMC $17,052 100% $8,388 100% $25,440 100%
Billett UMC $4,290 92% $2,101 92% $6,391 92%
Bluford Otterbein UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Boulder UMC $1,284 100% $624 100% $1,908 100%
Bridgeport UMC $8,316 100% $4,092 100% $12,408 100%
Brown's Chapel UMC $1,033 50% $509 50% $1,542 50%
Browns UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Calhoun UMC $1,680 100% $828 100% $2,508 100%
Centralia First UMC $15,144 100% $7,440 100% $22,584 100%
Chauncey-Landes UMC $1,064 67% $520 67% $1,584 67%
Clay City UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Conway UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Cornerstone UMC $6,252 100% $3,072 100% $9,324 100%
Ebenezer North UMC $2,568 100% $1,260 100% $3,828 100%
Ebenezer Sams UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Enterprise UMC $1,380 100% $684 100% $2,064 100%
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC $2,592 100% $1,272 100% $3,864 100%
Fairfield First UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Farina UMC $5,004 100% $2,460 100% $7,464 100%
Flora First UMC $15,732 100% $7,728 100% $23,460 100%
Flora Trinity UMC $1,992 100% $984 100% $2,976 100%
Gilead UMC $756 100% $372 100% $1,128 100%
Golden Gate UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Grayville First UMC $5,664 100% $2,784 100% $8,448 100%
Harmony UMC $3,900 100% $1,920 100% $5,820 100%
Hopewell UMC $135 23% $165 57% $300 35%
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Ina UMC $1,860 100% $912 100% $2,772 100%
Iuka UMC $3,060 100% $1,512 100% $4,572 100%
Johnsonville UMC $1,572 100% $780 100% $2,352 100%
Kinmundy First UMC $15,096 100% $7,416 100% $22,512 100%
Lancaster UMC $888 100% $444 100% $1,332 100%
Lawrenceville First UMC $9,540 100% $4,692 100% $14,232 100%
Lawrenceville Zion UMC $3,108 100% $1,524 100% $4,632 100%
Little Wabash UMC $1,020 100% $504 100% $1,524 100%
Louisville UMC $4,405 82% $2,214 84% $6,618 83%
May Chapel UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC $8,170 44% $4,270 47% $12,440 45%
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC $7,536 100% $3,708 100% $11,244 100%
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC $5,220 100% $2,568 100% $7,788 100%
Mount Vernon First UMC $43,764 100% $21,516 100% $65,280 100%
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC $3,228 100% $1,584 100% $4,812 100%
Mount Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC $20,796 100% $10,224 100% $31,020 100%
Mount Zion UMC $2,400 50% $1,182 50% $3,582 50%
Odin UMC $1,164 100% $576 100% $1,740 100%
Olney First UMC $22,946 92% $11,286 92% $34,232 92%
Olney Immanuel UMC $5,710 60% $2,808 60% $8,518 60%
Olney Saint Paul UMC $3,324 100% $1,632 100% $4,956 100%
Parkersburg UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Patoka UMC $5,880 100% $2,892 100% $8,772 100%
Petrolia UMC $1,212 100% $600 100% $1,812 100%
Pinkstaff UMC $4,524 100% $2,220 100% $6,744 100%
Pleasant Grove - Alma $924 100% $456 100% $1,380 100%
Pleasant Grove UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Richview UMC $3,612 100% $1,776 100% $5,388 100%
Saint Francisville UMC $3,060 100% $1,500 100% $4,560 100%
Salem Grace UMC $26,448 100% $12,996 100% $39,444 100%
Salem Trinity UMC $7,236 100% $3,552 100% $10,788 100%
Sandoval UMC $4,763 92% $2,343 92% $7,106 92%
Shattuc UMC $4,128 100% $2,028 100% $6,156 100%
Sumner UMC $6,660 100% $3,276 100% $9,936 100%
Union Chapel UMC $1,644 100% $816 100% $2,460 100%
Union Chapel UMC $1,488 100% $732 100% $2,220 100%
Vandalia First UMC $27,648 100% $13,596 100% $41,244 100%
Waltonville UMC $1,368 100% $672 100% $2,040 100%
Wayne City UMC $3,780 100% $1,860 100% $5,640 100%
Wesley UMC $1,824 100% $900 100% $2,724 100%
West Salem Zion UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Zion UMC $2,030 83% $1,000 83% $3,030 83%

Kaskaskia River District TOTALS $391,644 85% $194,969 86% $586,613 85%

LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT 
Arenzville UMC $5,664 100% $2,784 100% $8,448 100%
Ashland UMC $1,716 100% $840 100% $2,556 100%
Astoria UMC $1,836 100% $900 100% $2,736 100%
Barry UMC $5,688 100% $2,796 100% $8,484 100%
Batchtown UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Beardstown First UMC $16,968 100% $8,340 100% $25,308 100%
Beverly UMC $1,848 100% $900 100% $2,748 100%
Bluff Springs UMC $1,068 100% $528 100% $1,596 100%
Bluffs UMC $2,616 100% $1,284 100% $3,900 100%
Brooklyn UMC $1,128 100% $552 100% $1,680 100%
Browning UMC $1,224 100% $600 100% $1,824 100%
Camden UMC $1,776 100% $876 100% $2,652 100%
Camp Point UMC $10,668 100% $5,244 100% $15,912 100%
Carlinville UMC $20,172 100% $9,912 100% $30,084 100%
Carrollton UMC $1,872 100% $924 100% $2,796 100%
Carthage First UMC $13,572 100% $6,672 100% $20,244 100%
Centennial Ebenezer UMC $2,135 66% $1,052 66% $3,187 66%
Christ UMC $4,740 100% $2,328 100% $7,068 100%
Clayton Federated UMC $338 15% $166 15% $504 15%
Columbus UMC $1,896 100% $936 100% $2,832 100%
Concord UMC $780 100% $384 100% $1,164 100%
Detroit UMC $2,424 100% $1,188 100% $3,612 100%
Doddsville UMC $1,764 100% $864 100% $2,628 100%
Durbin UMC $2,676 100% $1,320 100% $3,996 100%
Ebenezer UMC $660 100% $324 100% $984 100%
Fairview UMC $936 100% $456 100% $1,392 100%
Franklin UMC $2,808 100% $1,380 100% $4,188 100%
Girard UMC $6,972 100% $3,420 100% $10,392 100%
Grafton UMC $1,644 100% $804 100% $2,448 100%
Greenfield UMC $7,656 100% $3,768 100% $11,424 100%
Griggsville UMC $3,756 100% $1,848 100% $5,604 100%
Hamilton UMC $5,052 100% $2,484 100% $7,536 100%
Havana First UMC $16,440 100% $8,076 100% $24,516 100%
Houston UMC $1,548 100% $756 100% $2,304 100%
Hull UMC $1,112 33% $548 33% $1,660 33%
Industry UMC $9,252 100% $4,548 100% $13,800 100%
Jacksonville Asbury UMC $1,694 92% $836 92% $2,530 92%
Jacksonville Centenary UMC $26,364 100% $12,960 100% $39,324 100%
Jacksonville Grace UMC $23,736 100% $11,664 100% $35,400 100%
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC $20,940 100% $10,296 100% $31,236 100%
Jerseyville UMC $26,748 100% $13,152 100% $39,900 100%
Littleton UMC $2,052 100% $1,008 100% $3,060 100%
Living Faith UMC $12,396 100% $6,096 100% $18,492 100%
Loraine UMC $4,008 100% $1,968 100% $5,976 100%
Manchester UMC $1,404 100% $696 100% $2,100 100%

Modesto UMC $2,268 100% $1,116 100% $3,384 100%
Mount Sterling First UMC $8,940 100% $4,392 100% $13,332 100%
Murrayville UMC $10,260 100% $5,040 100% $15,300 100%
Naples UMC $1,416 100% $696 100% $2,112 100%
New Canton UMC $2,292 100% $1,128 100% $3,420 100%
New Salem UMC $972 100% $480 100% $1,452 100%
Oakford UMC $2,436 100% $1,200 100% $3,636 100%
Oxville UMC $540 100% $264 100% $804 100%
Palmyra UMC $2,652 100% $1,308 100% $3,960 100%
Paloma UMC $1,932 100% $948 100% $2,880 100%
Payson UMC $5,100 100% $2,508 100% $7,608 100%
Perry UMC $3,480 100% $1,716 100% $5,196 100%
Peter Cartwright UMC $2,928 100% $1,440 100% $4,368 100%
Pittsfield UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Pleasant Grove UMC $2,688 100% $1,320 100% $4,008 100%
Pleasant Hill UMC $3,420 100% $1,680 100% $5,100 100%
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC $16,080 100% $7,908 100% $23,988 100%
Quincy Union UMC $14,988 100% $7,368 100% $22,356 100%
Quincy Vermont Street UMC $33,156 100% $16,296 100% $49,452 100%
Richfield UMC $1,488 100% $732 100% $2,220 100%
Rockbridge UMC $3,420 100% $1,680 100% $5,100 100%
Rosedale UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Rural UMC $1,620 100% $804 100% $2,424 100%
Rushville First UMC $6,000 44% $6,000 89% $12,000 59%
Sheldon's Grove UMC $1,092 100% $540 100% $1,632 100%
Sugar Grove UMC $2,064 100% $1,008 100% $3,072 100%
Virden First UMC $6,540 100% $3,216 100% $9,756 100%
Virginia UMC $10,332 100% $5,076 100% $15,408 100%
Warsaw UMC $2,220 100% $1,092 100% $3,312 100%
Waverly UMC $7,152 100% $3,516 100% $10,668 100%
Winchester UMC $13,848 100% $6,804 100% $20,652 100%

LaMoine River District TOTALS $453,071 93% $225,754 94% $678,825 94%

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT 
Alton Grace UMC $1,498 58% $735 58% $2,233 58%
Alton Main Street UMC $27,234 75% $13,392 75% $40,626 75%
Beckemeyer UMC $1,440 100% $708 100% $2,148 100%
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC $46,400 42% $22,810 42% $69,210 42%
Belleville Signal Hill UMC $4,476 48% $2,232 49% $6,708 48%
Belleville Union UMC $54,768 100% $26,916 100% $81,684 100%
Benld UMC $3,888 100% $1,908 100% $5,796 100%
Bethalto UMC $7,713 52% $3,972 54% $11,685 52%
Brighton Saint Paul UMC $7,596 100% $3,732 100% $11,328 100%
Bunker Hill UMC $1,956 100% $960 100% $2,916 100%
Carlyle First UMC $6,936 50% $3,414 50% $10,350 50%
Caseyville UMC $5,520 100% $2,712 100% $8,232 100%
Chester First UMC $6,996 100% $3,432 100% $10,428 100%
Collinsville First UMC $9,948 100% $4,896 100% $14,844 100%
Columbia Bethany UMC $12,840 100% $6,312 100% $19,152 100%
Coulterville UMC $6,456 100% $3,180 100% $9,636 100%
Dorchester UMC $1,056 100% $516 100% $1,572 100%
East Alton First UMC $5,400 35% $4,600 61% $10,000 44%
East Saint Louis Trinity UMC $10,872 100% $5,352 100% $16,224 100%
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC $4,293 24% $8,712 100% $13,005 49%
Edwardsville Saint John's UMC $23,256 100% $11,436 100% $34,692 100%
Ellis Grove UMC $1,440 100% $708 100% $2,148 100%
Elsah UMC $2,580 100% $1,272 100% $3,852 100%
Fairview Heights Prospect Park UMC $2,208 100% $1,080 100% $3,288 100%
Gillespie First UMC $10,176 100% $5,004 100% $15,180 100%
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC $18,672 100% $9,180 100% $27,852 100%
Godfrey First UMC $900 4% $0 0% $900 3%
Granite City Dewey Avenue UMC $750 21% $450 26% $1,200 23%
Granite City Nameoki UMC $14,436 100% $7,104 100% $21,540 100%
Granite City Trinity UMC $3,648 100% $1,788 100% $5,436 100%
Greenville First UMC $21,672 100% $10,656 100% $32,328 100%
Hartford First UMC $2,688 100% $1,320 100% $4,008 100%
Highland Hope UMC $18,048 100% $8,880 100% $26,928 100%
Huey UMC $786 50% $384 50% $1,170 50%
Keyesport UMC $1,416 100% $696 100% $2,112 100%
Lebanon First UMC $14,712 100% $7,236 100% $21,948 100%
Litchfield Saint Timothy UMC $7,044 100% $3,468 100% $10,512 100%
Marissa UMC $4,440 100% $2,184 100% $6,624 100%
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC $3,675 25% $1,806 25% $5,481 25%
Mascoutah Bethel UMC $1,509 7% $741 7% $2,250 7%
Medora UMC $1,008 100% $492 100% $1,500 100%
Mount Olive UMC $2,964 100% $1,452 100% $4,416 100%
Mulberry Grove UMC $600 31% $600 63% $1,200 42%
Nashville Grace UMC $21,528 100% $10,584 100% $32,112 100%
New Athens UMC $3,348 100% $1,644 100% $4,992 100%
New Baden UMC $6,012 100% $2,952 100% $8,964 100%
New Palestine UMC $2,088 100% $1,020 100% $3,108 100%
O'Fallon First UMC $63,864 100% $31,392 100% $95,256 100%
Panama UMC $2,352 100% $1,152 100% $3,504 100%
Percy UMC $2,400 100% $1,176 100% $3,576 100%
Piasa UMC $1,404 100% $684 100% $2,088 100%
Pocahontas UMC $6,972 100% $3,432 100% $10,404 100%
Preston UMC $384 100% $192 100% $576 100%
Rosewood Heights Saint Paul UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Shiloh UMC $41,040 100% $20,172 100% $61,212 100%
Shipman UMC $2,592 75% $1,278 75% $3,870 75%

RECEIPTS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2022*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 100% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.
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Sorento UMC $1,260 100% $624 100% $1,884 100%
Sparta First UMC $16,968 100% $8,340 100% $25,308 100%
Staunton UMC $3,372 100% $1,656 100% $5,028 100%
Steeleville UMC $3,192 100% $1,572 100% $4,764 100%
Tilden UMC $2,184 100% $1,080 100% $3,264 100%
Trenton First UMC $14,316 100% $7,044 100% $21,360 100%
Troy UMC $79,800 100% $39,228 100% $119,028 100%
Wanda UMC $67 1% $33 1% $100 1%
Wood River First UMC $6,468 100% $3,180 100% $9,648 100%
Worden UMC $2,196 100% $1,080 100% $3,276 100%

Mississippi River District TOTALS $669,720 77% $337,943 79% $1,007,664 78%

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT
Argenta UMC $4,668 100% $2,292 100% $6,960 100%
Assumption UMC $3,744 100% $1,836 100% $5,580 100%
Athens UMC $10,620 100% $5,220 100% $15,840 100%
Auburn UMC $10,800 100% $5,304 100% $16,104 100%
Beason UMC $3,168 100% $1,560 100% $4,728 100%
Bethany UMC $1,692 100% $828 100% $2,520 100%
Bissell UMC $1,560 100% $768 100% $2,328 100%
Blue Mound UMC $9,372 100% $4,608 100% $13,980 100%
Buckeye UMC $1,404 100% $696 100% $2,100 100%
Cantrall UMC $6,000 100% $2,952 100% $8,952 100%
Cerro Gordo UMC $7,632 100% $3,756 100% $11,388 100%
Chatham UMC $30,048 100% $14,772 100% $44,820 100%
Cisco UMC $8,064 100% $3,960 100% $12,024 100%
Clinton UMC $18,000 100% $8,844 100% $26,844 100%
Dalton City UMC $3,816 100% $1,884 100% $5,700 100%
Decatur Christ UMC $6,876 100% $3,384 100% $10,260 100%
Decatur First UMC $45,876 100% $22,548 100% $68,424 100%
Decatur Grace UMC $29,826 50% $14,664 50% $44,490 50%
Decatur Wesley UMC $2,976 100% $1,464 100% $4,440 100%
Divernon UMC $3,804 100% $1,872 100% $5,676 100%
Easton UMC $3,648 100% $1,800 100% $5,448 100%
Edinburg UMC $6,552 100% $3,216 100% $9,768 100%
Elkhart UMC $2,580 100% $1,272 100% $3,852 100%
Elwin UMC $9,744 100% $4,788 100% $14,532 100%
Fairview UMC $1,992 100% $984 100% $2,976 100%
Farmersville UMC $888 100% $444 100% $1,332 100%
Findlay UMC $3,288 100% $1,620 100% $4,908 100%
Forsyth UMC $12,168 100% $5,976 100% $18,144 100%
Fountain of Life UMC $6,036 100% $2,964 100% $9,000 100%
Garver Brick UMC $2,040 100% $1,008 100% $3,048 100%
Hammond UMC $2,904 100% $1,428 100% $4,332 100%
Illiopolis UMC $2,760 100% $1,356 100% $4,116 100%
Island Grove UMC $2,328 100% $1,140 100% $3,468 100%
LaPlace UMC $2,040 100% $1,008 100% $3,048 100%
Latham UMC $1,956 100% $960 100% $2,916 100%
Lincoln First UMC $34,464 100% $16,944 100% $51,408 100%
Loami UMC $1,956 100% $960 100% $2,916 100%
Long Creek UMC $5,280 100% $2,592 100% $7,872 100%
Lovington UMC $4,896 100% $2,412 100% $7,308 100%
Macon UMC $5,797 92% $2,849 92% $8,646 92%
Maroa UMC $14,124 100% $6,948 100% $21,072 100%
Mason City UMC $686 8% $414 10% $1,100 9%
McLean UMC $4,256 67% $2,088 67% $6,344 67%
Middletown UMC $2,208 100% $1,092 100% $3,300 100%
Midland UMC $4,536 100% $2,232 100% $6,768 100%
Monticello UMC $27,612 100% $13,572 100% $41,184 100%
Mount Auburn UMC $1,716 100% $840 100% $2,556 100%
Mount Pulaski First UMC $2,112 100% $1,044 100% $3,156 100%
Mount Zion UMC $1,169 8% $575 8% $1,744 8%
Moweaqua UMC $10,812 100% $5,316 100% $16,128 100%
New Holland UMC $3,648 100% $1,800 100% $5,448 100%
Niantic UMC $1,500 39% $0 0% $1,500 26%
Owaneco UMC $1,308 100% $648 100% $1,956 100%
Pana UMC $20,424 100% $10,044 100% $30,468 100%
Pawnee UMC $5,916 100% $2,916 100% $8,832 100%
Petersburg UMC $15,348 100% $7,548 100% $22,896 100%
Raymond Community Of Faith UMC $8,040 100% $3,948 100% $11,988 100%
Riverton First UMC $4,992 100% $2,460 100% $7,452 100%
Rochester UMC $16,136 67% $7,936 67% $24,072 67%
San Jose UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Sharon UMC $11,124 100% $5,472 100% $16,596 100%
Sherman UMC $23,388 100% $11,496 100% $34,884 100%
South Fork UMC $3,840 100% $1,884 100% $5,724 100%
Springfield Asbury UMC $6,492 100% $3,192 100% $9,684 100%
Springfield Cotton Hill UMC $10,488 100% $5,160 100% $15,648 100%
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC $39,984 100% $19,656 100% $59,640 100%
Springfield First UMC $167,544 100% $82,368 100% $249,912 100%
Springfield Grace UMC $17,472 100% $8,592 100% $26,064 100%
Springfield Jerome UMC $2,964 100% $1,452 100% $4,416 100%
Springfield Kumler UMC $6,372 100% $3,132 100% $9,504 100%
Springfield Laurel UMC $51,480 100% $25,308 100% $76,788 100%
Stonington UMC $6,588 100% $3,240 100% $9,828 100%
Sugar Creek UMC $22,452 100% $11,040 100% $33,492 100%
Taylorville UMC $31,116 100% $15,300 100% $46,416 100%
Thayer UMC $3,564 100% $1,752 100% $5,316 100%
Warrensburg UMC $2,700 100% $1,320 100% $4,020 100%
Waynesville UMC $5,508 100% $2,712 100% $8,220 100%

Williamsville UMC $6,876 100% $3,384 100% $10,260 100%
Windsor UMC $5,388 100% $2,652 100% $8,040 100%
Zion Chapel UMC $5,496 100% $2,700 100% $8,196 100%

Sangamon River District TOTALS $900,642 93% $442,166 93% $1,342,808 93%

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT
Abingdon UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Aledo UMC $25,464 100% $12,516 100% $37,980 100%
Alpha UMC $9,480 100% $4,656 100% $14,136 100%
Annawan Community UMC $2,172 100% $1,068 100% $3,240 100%
Avon UMC $3,852 100% $1,896 100% $5,748 100%
Biggsville UMC $1,584 100% $780 100% $2,364 100%
Bishop Hill UMC $2,076 100% $1,020 100% $3,096 100%
Blandinsville UMC $2,532 100% $1,248 100% $3,780 100%
Burnside UMC $2,928 100% $1,440 100% $4,368 100%
Bushnell UMC $4,864 67% $2,392 67% $7,256 67%
Cambridge UMC $12,192 100% $6,000 100% $18,192 100%
Carman UMC $3,408 100% $1,680 100% $5,088 100%
Church of the Cross UMC $3,204 100% $1,572 100% $4,776 100%
Colchester UMC $9,936 100% $4,884 100% $14,820 100%
Colona UMC $13,392 100% $6,588 100% $19,980 100%
Dahinda UMC $6,216 100% $3,060 100% $9,276 100%
Douglas UMC $1,920 100% $948 100% $2,868 100%
Durham UMC $2,688 100% $1,320 100% $4,008 100%
East Moline Christ Multisite UMC $49,800 100% $24,480 100% $74,280 100%
Eliza Community UMC $1,944 100% $0 0% $1,944 100%
Elmwood UMC $10,404 100% $5,112 100% $15,516 100%
Fairfield UMC $2,112 100% $1,044 100% $3,156 100%
Fairview Center UMC $10,428 100% $5,124 100% $15,552 100%
Fairview UMC $1,968 100% $972 100% $2,940 100%
Galesburg Faith UMC $6,864 100% $3,372 100% $10,236 100%
Galesburg First UMC $41,424 100% $20,364 100% $61,788 100%
Galva First UMC $8,532 100% $4,188 100% $12,720 100%
Galva Grace UMC $894 50% $438 50% $1,332 50%
Geneseo First UMC $52,728 100% $25,920 100% $78,648 100%
Geneseo Grace UMC $30,588 100% $15,036 100% $45,624 100%
Gladstone UMC $2,472 100% $1,212 100% $3,684 100%
Good Hope UMC $5,412 100% $2,664 100% $8,076 100%
Green River UMC $1,344 100% $660 100% $2,004 100%
Hampton Grace UMC $3,372 100% $1,656 100% $5,028 100%
Henderson UMC $1,860 100% $912 100% $2,772 100%
Hills Grove UMC $1,272 100% $624 100% $1,896 100%
Hillsdale UMC $3,000 100% $1,476 100% $4,476 100%
Hooppole Zion UMC $2,196 100% $1,080 100% $3,276 100%
Illinois City UMC $4,092 100% $2,016 100% $6,108 100%
Jerusalem UMC $3,216 100% $1,584 100% $4,800 100%
Joy UMC $1,788 100% $876 100% $2,664 100%
Kirkwood UMC $3,996 100% $1,968 100% $5,964 100%
Knoxville UMC $7,740 100% $3,804 100% $11,544 100%
Loraine UMC $11,232 100% $5,520 100% $16,752 100%
Macomb Wesley UMC $47,628 100% $23,412 100% $71,040 100%
Maquon UMC $4,344 100% $2,136 100% $6,480 100%
Maxey Chapel UMC $3,024 100% $1,488 100% $4,512 100%
Milan Trinity UMC $8,784 100% $4,320 100% $13,104 100%
Mineral UMC $1,128 100% $552 100% $1,680 100%
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC $16,992 100% $8,352 100% $25,344 100%
Moline Riverside UMC $36,564 100% $17,976 100% $54,540 100%
Monmouth First UMC $23,880 100% $11,736 100% $35,616 100%
Nauvoo UMC $4,032 100% $1,980 100% $6,012 100%
New Boston UMC $1,548 100% $756 100% $2,304 100%
New Philadelphia UMC $828 100% $408 100% $1,236 100%
North Henderson UMC $2,124 100% $1,044 100% $3,168 100%
Oneida UMC $1,332 100% $660 100% $1,992 100%
Oquawka UMC $1,920 100% $948 100% $2,868 100%
Orion UMC $17,520 100% $8,616 100% $26,136 100%
Pine Bluff UMC $1,356 100% $660 100% $2,016 100%
Point Pleasant UMC $600 100% $300 100% $900 100%
Port Byron First UMC $13,392 100% $6,588 100% $19,980 100%
Preemption UMC $6,888 100% $3,384 100% $10,272 100%
Reynolds UMC $9,284 92% $4,565 92% $13,849 92%
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC $18,636 100% $9,156 100% $27,792 100%
Roseville UMC $8,460 100% $4,164 100% $12,624 100%
Smithshire UMC $1,380 100% $672 100% $2,052 100%
Stronghurst UMC $3,912 100% $1,920 100% $5,832 100%
Swan Creek UMC $2,064 100% $1,020 100% $3,084 100%
Taylor Ridge UMC $2,328 100% $1,152 100% $3,480 100%
Terre Haute UMC $5,484 100% $2,700 100% $8,184 100%
Victoria UMC $2,818 74% $1,387 74% $4,205 74%
Viola UMC $6,000 100% $2,952 100% $8,952 100%
Walnut Grove UMC $3,540 100% $1,740 100% $5,280 100%
Williamsfield UMC $5,244 100% $2,580 100% $7,824 100%

Spoon River District TOTALS $641,620 97% $314,494 97% $956,114 97%

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT
Aroma Park UMC $1,302 58% $637 58% $1,939 58%
Atlanta UMC $6,564 100% $3,228 100% $9,792 100%
Bloomington Wesley UMC $90,108 100% $44,292 100% $134,400 100%
Bloomington West Olive Faith UMC $3,384 100% $1,668 100% $5,052 100%
Bonfield Evangelical UMC $7,080 100% $3,480 100% $10,560 100%
Bourbonnais Grace Community UMC $14,028 100% $6,900 100% $20,928 100%



Fifteen IGRC students receive UM scholarships to assist their educational goals
BY PAUL BLACK 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. –  Fifteen students from the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference were among those awarded 
scholarships totaling $30,907, to further their education 
in the 2022-23 school year, the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry announced.

In all, GBHEM’s Office of Loans and Scholarships 
awarded more than 2,000 students a total of $4 million 
in financial assistance for the current school year. 
These future leaders range from first-year freshmen to 
Doctorate-level students across the denomination.

The United Methodist Student Day, World Communion 
Sunday, and Native American Sunday which help 
fund a portion of our scholarships. The remaining 
funds for these awards come from gifts, annuities, and 
endowments GBHEM has invested and administered for 
decades.

Students who are members of The United Methodist 
Church may apply for a Fall 2023 GBHEM scholarship 
online between Dec. 15, 2022 to March 30, 2023, at: www.
gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication 

IGRC students receiving scholarships are:

•	 Jacey	Schwarzlose, Albion First UMC, Rev. Charles 
W. Tadlock Scholarship, $2,000, Asbury Theological 
Seminary

•	 Melanie	Buzzard, Sherman UMC, Ethnic Scholar-
ship, $1,000, Bradley University

•	 Benjamin	Rohn, Galesburg First UMC, Rev. Dr. Kaern 
Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship, $1,000, Butler 
University

•	 Emily	Little, Rantoul First UMC, United Methodist 
General Scholarship, $2,000, Christian Theological 
Seminary

•	 Michael	Olson, Belleville Union UMC, John Q. 
Schisler Scholarship, $3,500, Eden Theological 
Seminary

•	 John	Taliwaga, Effingham Centenary UMC, Ethnic 
in Service Training Stipend Scholarship, $2,967, 
enrolled in Advanced or Clinical Pastoral or Clinical 
Education Training for Endorsement

•	 Rachel	Schlueter, Cantrall UMC, Karen Layman Gift 
of Hope Scholarship, $1,000, Illinois State University

•	 Anna	Smith, Normal Calvary UMC, Karen Layman Gift 
of Hope Scholarship, $1,000, Illinois State University

•	 Mackenzie	Martin, Paris First UMC, United Method-
ist General Scholarship, $600, Indiana University

•	 Henrick	Esguerra, Goreville UMC, HANA Scholar-
ship, $950, UM Allocation Award, $2,000, McKendree 
University

•	 Aidan	Kostbade, Coal City UMC, Miriam Hoffman 
Scholarship, $1,250, Millikin University

•	 Fiona	Kelly, Griggsville UMC, Karen Layman Gift of 
Hope Scholarship, $1,000, Sewanee: The University 
of the South

•	 Hunter	Barnett, Pinckneyville UMC, Excellence in 
Clergy Leadership Scholarship from matching part-
ner IGRC MEF Scholarship, $2,500 and from GBHEM 
matching partner, $3,500, Perkins School of Theol-
ogy, Southern Methodist University

•	 Emily	King-Nobles, Normal First UMC, Karen Lay-
man Gift of Hope Scholarship, $1,000, St. Olaf College

•	 Lucas	Greer, Troy UMC, Edith Allen Scholarship, 
$2,940, University of Evansville

C O N F E R E N C E  
N E W S

BY LISA RIGONI
Midwest Mission Development Manager

PAWNEE – As I was walking through the Kit Room and warehouses 
reflecting on 2022, God once again reminded me how life-changing the 
ministry of Midwest Mission is. That’s what we’re all about and because 
of the generosity of our donors and volunteers, God’s love was shown in 
practical ways, bringing hope and empowerment around the world and 
around the corner in abundant and meaningful ways this year. 

We were able to respond to 15 domestic natural disasters, including 
two semi loads to Florida in December; send 48 international shipments, 
including 8 containers to war-torn Ukraine, and partner with the U.S. 
Military Southern Command on two containers to Guatemala. See the 
full measure of impact made in 2022 in our 2022 summary. 

It’s humbling to think about what we often take for granted in our 
personal lives. A hot shower with soap, shampoo, and a fluffy towel. 
Daily meals, with our choice of snacks in between. Roofs over our heads. 
Resources to keep a clean house and garner medical care. 

Midwest Mission provides for those who don’t have even the basic 
necessities. We help feed the hungry with nutritious rice meals, send life-
saving medical equipment and hygiene items, including soap, shampoo, 
toothpaste and toothbrushes, to help combat disease and promote 
healthy habits.

We continue to hear life-changing stories from partners, gift 
recipients, and volunteers. One of our volunteers said “This is the first 
time in my life I have ever felt like I belonged.” That came with a hug and 
tears spilling from red eyes and a shared life story. We had volunteers on 
campus with direct connections to loved ones in Ukraine sharing how 
much it meant that we trusted God when he led us to partner with a new 
organization to serve people in the midst of a war. 

Midwest Mission provides opportunities to serve as the hands and 
feet of Jesus. YOU make that happen!

As I hold a tiny crocheted sweater that will warm a baby’s body, look 
at a stack of finished desks made from reclaimed bleacher wood that 
seats students who have a thirst for learning, and recall stories of why it 
all matters, gratitude and the love of Jesus in this place is clearly evident.

Even as I walk the floors of the warehouses and notice empty 
shelves, I am reminded it is because we have sent an abundance of 
blessings. The gifts of our supporters have provided this global ministry, 
situated in the middle of an 8-acre corn field in Pawnee, Illinois, with 
opportunities to love on people in their times of crisis. 

We are thankful for everyone who has supported the ministry of 
Midwest Mission as we look forward to bringing joy to those who give 
and receive in the year ahead. What a blessing it is to be a blessing!

A YEAR OF JOY AND BLESSINGS AT MIDWEST MISSION
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS

Sending hope and empowerment is possible because of your generosity and God's provision - Thank You!
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an epistolary address directly to the President, dated 14 
May 1864 and signed on behalf of the members of the 
Conference, by Joseph Cummings, the General Conference 
chairman. Be aware that this address to Lincoln extends far 
beyond a pile of paragraphs of bloated rhetorical praise and 
perhaps devoid of 90 percent of no other purpose other 
than the obligatory knee-bending before the monarch. 

The Conference had an agenda here, beginning with 
informing the President of its strength as a religious orga-
nization: “The General Conference of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church, now in session in the city of Philadelphia, 
representing nearly 7,000 ministers and nearly a million of 
members, mindful of their duty as Christian citizens, takes 
the earliest opportunity to express to you the assurance of 
the loyalty of the Church, her earnest devotion to the inter-
est of the country, and her sympathy with you in the great 
responsibilities of your high position in this trying hour.” 

However, a triumph of another sort did emerge, one to 
which the Methodist Episcopal Church North had devel-
oped and maintained a passionate interest—a triumph that 
these representatives of the Church could confine to but a 
single sentence: “We honor you for your proclamations of 
liberty, and rejoice in all the acts of the government de-
signed to secure freedom to the enslaved.”

The address also provided Lincoln with a degree of 
opportunity to view the collective mood of the Method-
ist leadership toward the role of government in the face of 
open rebellion.

Lincoln responded to the General Conference address 
four days later, on 1 May 1864, having done so in the tone 
and manner of an elected official, carefully avoiding ex-
pressions of personal feeling: 

“Gentlemen, – In response to your address, allow me 
to attest the accuracy of its historical statements, endorse 
the sentiment it expresses, and thank you, in the nation's 
name for the sure promise it gives.” 

At the end of it all, and on the surface—meaning 
in public— Lincoln managed to maintain his personal 
distance from American Methodism. Nonetheless, as a 
politician, he certainly must have understood the numbers 
involved; he could count church membership and he could 

translate the figures into votes. 
For example, according to one source, by 1860, the 

combined lay membership of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church (1,661,086) and the Evangelical United Brethren 
(141,841) had reached a total of 1,802,927—or 5.7 percent 
of the population of the United States (31,443,321) (Richey, 
2:22). Because of the number of political and ecclesiasti-
cal variables that occurred from 1860 to 1865, one cannot 
accept those figures as “official,” but if nothing else, they 
do allow one to assess the political strength of American 
Methodism during Abraham Lincoln’s relatively brief ten-
ure in the executive mansion. 

Place that beside the President’s close relationship with 
Bishop Matthew Simpson and a vision emerges that might 
have tantalized the imaginations of one or two historians 
or biographers; but those seeds took no roots. There arises 
no evidence that Lincoln consciously sought to acquaint 
himself with or to read seriously the Articles of Religion of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, or that he ever contem-
plated entering into its membership. There ends that story.

The Methodists, however, held little reservation in 
claiming Abraham Lincoln as among their own. The Presi-
dent’s Emancipation Proclamation harmonized well with 
the strong abolition position of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and his equally strong determination to preserve 
the Union fit well with the political agenda of the church. 
More importantly, however, the church wanted a hero to 
rise above the bloody destruction of civil war, and a num-
ber of its members truly believed that Bishop Matthew 
Simpson, a long-time abolitionist, had inspired Lincoln to 
issue the Emancipation Proclamation. 

No matter that such a belief lacked validity, for the 
purported hero became an actual martyr on 14 April 1865 
when John Wilkes Booth put a bullet into his head and he 
died the next day. 

At Lincoln's funeral in Springfield, Bishop Matthew 
Simpson, speaking on behalf of his nation and his church, 
concluded, “Chieftain, farewell! The nation mourns thee… 
Mute though thy lips be, yet they still speak. Hushed is thy 
voice, but echoes of liberty are ringing throughout the world, 
and the sons of bondage listen with joy. Thou didst fall not 
for thyself. The assassin had no hate for thee. Our hearts were 
aimed at; our national life was sought. We crown thee as our 

martyr and Humanity enthrones thee as her triumphant son. 
Hero, martyr, friend, farewell” (Norwood, 243). 

In the end of that story, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church could claim, for five short years, both its hero and 
its martyr.
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Braceville UMC $4,128 100% $2,028 100% $6,156 100%
Bradley Evangelical UMC $2,604 100% $1,284 100% $3,888 100%
Bradley Wesley UMC $11,412 100% $5,616 100% $17,028 100%
Cabery UMC $1,512 100% $744 100% $2,256 100%
Chatsworth UMC $5,028 100% $2,472 100% $7,500 100%
Chenoa UMC $5,244 100% $2,580 100% $7,824 100%
Coal City UMC $24,288 100% $11,940 100% $36,228 100%
Colfax UMC $2,256 100% $1,116 100% $3,372 100%
Cornell UMC $3,420 100% $1,680 100% $5,100 100%
Cropsey UMC $4,596 100% $2,256 100% $6,852 100%
Cullom UMC $1,920 100% $948 100% $2,868 100%
Downs UMC $16,464 100% $8,088 100% $24,552 100%
Dwight UMC $27,912 100% $13,716 100% $41,628 100%
Ebenezer UMC $4,020 100% $1,980 100% $6,000 100%
El Paso UMC $10,464 100% $5,148 100% $15,612 100%
Ellsworth UMC $3,984 100% $1,956 100% $5,940 100%
Essex UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Fairbury First UMC $18,216 100% $8,952 100% $27,168 100%
Forrest UMC $5,172 100% $2,544 100% $7,716 100%
Grand Prairie UMC $4,344 100% $2,136 100% $6,480 100%
Grand Ridge UMC $5,532 100% $2,724 100% $8,256 100%
Grant Park First UMC $1,764 100% $864 100% $2,628 100%
Hennepin UMC $3,900 100% $1,920 100% $5,820 100%
Herscher UMC $11,208 100% $5,508 100% $16,716 100%
Hopedale UMC $3,012 100% $1,476 100% $4,488 100%
Hudson UMC $7,956 100% $3,912 100% $11,868 100%
Kankakee Asbury UMC $15,275 43% $17,496 100% $32,771 62%
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC $11,352 100% $5,580 100% $16,932 100%
Kankakee Trinity UMC $6,228 100% $3,060 100% $9,288 100%
Kempton UMC $1,992 100% $972 100% $2,964 100%
LeRoy UMC $23,892 100% $11,748 100% $35,640 100%
Lexington First UMC $19,452 100% $9,564 100% $29,016 100%
Long Point UMC $2,364 100% $1,164 100% $3,528 100%
Lostant UMC $2,484 100% $1,224 100% $3,708 100%
Magnolia UMC $2,028 100% $996 100% $3,024 100%
Manteno UMC $17,508 100% $8,604 100% $26,112 100%
McDowell UMC $4,548 100% $2,244 100% $6,792 100%
McNabb UMC $1,704 100% $840 100% $2,544 100%

Minonk UMC $1,860 100% $912 100% $2,772 100%
Momence First UMC $6,252 100% $3,072 100% $9,324 100%
Normal Calvary UMC $105,312 100% $51,768 100% $157,080 100%
Normal First UMC $66,036 100% $32,460 100% $98,496 100%
Normal Morningstar UMC $12,864 100% $6,324 100% $19,188 100%
Pleasant Grove - Downs $2,304 100% $1,128 100% $3,432 100%
Pontiac First UMC $32,328 100% $15,888 100% $48,216 100%
Ransom UMC $4,829 92% $2,376 92% $7,205 92%
Reddick UMC $4,968 100% $2,436 100% $7,404 100%
Richland UMC $624 100% $312 100% $936 100%
Ritchey UMC $1,368 100% $672 100% $2,040 100%
Roanoke UMC $11,064 100% $5,436 100% $16,500 100%
Saunemin UMC $6,276 100% $3,084 100% $9,360 100%
Saybrook Wesbein UMC $3,456 100% $1,692 100% $5,148 100%
Secor UMC $3,084 100% $1,512 100% $4,596 100%
South Wilmington UMC $1,200 100% $588 100% $1,788 100%
Streator First UMC $12,624 100% $6,204 100% $18,828 100%
Tonica UMC $4,632 100% $2,280 100% $6,912 100%
United Church of Heyworth $13,656 100% $6,708 100% $20,364 100%
United Church of Odell UMC $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Verona UMC $1,824 100% $888 100% $2,712 100%
Wenona Saint John's UMC $2,292 100% $1,128 100% $3,420 100%

Vermilion River District TOTALS $720,502 97% $364,153 99% $1,084,655 98%

Tamms UMC (CLOSED) $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Parkville UMC (CLOSED) $860 42% $420 42% $1,280 42%
West UMC (CLOSED) $1,218 50% $600 50% $1,818 50%
Bethel UMC (CLOSED) $535 42% $265 42% $800 42%
Plainville UMC (CLOSED) $306 17% $150 17% $456 17%
Okawville UMC (CLOSED) $1,014 50% $498 50% $1,512 50%
Pleasant Mound UMC (CLOSED) $510 50% $252 50% $762 50%
Chestnut UMC (CLOSED) $708 50% $348 50% $1,056 50%
Kenney UMC (CLOSED) $0 0% $0 0% $0 0%
Sanner Chapel UMC (CLOSED) $996 50% $492 50% $1,488 50%
Bloomington Park UMC (CLOSED) $3,920 67% $1,928 67% $5,848 67%
     

IGRC TOTALS  $6,295,077 91% $3,126,169 92% $9,421,246 91%

District/Church CS/Adm
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% Paid

B/CM
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Total 
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RECEIPTS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2022*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 100% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

http://www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication
http://www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication


Plans moving forward for 2023 Annual Conference
May 6 and Dec. 2 special sessions are virtual, June 8-10 session only in-person
BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA  – Planning for the 2023 Annual Conference 
sessions is underway with several questions needing to 
be answered.

The regular session is slated for June 8-10, at the Peoria 
Civic Center with the theme, A Time to Plant, A Time to 
Build, from Ecclesiastes 3: 2-3. The conference’s opening 
worship is tentatively scheduled for 10 a.m.

Bishop James Swanson, who retired Dec. 31 as resident 
bishop of the Mississippi Conference, will be the guest 
preacher for the opening worship and the Memorial 
Service. Bishop Frank J. Beard will be preaching the 
Service of Ordination and Commissioning on June 10. The 
Retirees’ Recognition preacher has not been announced.

There will be a live stream of the conference at: https://
www.igrc.org/ac2023live but there will be no online voting 
or participation in the decision making virtually.

Although 2023 would normally be a year for General and 
Jurisdictional Conference delegate elections, the Judicial 
Council has ruled that annual conference elections won’t 

be necessary since the 2024 gathering is the postponed 
2020 General Conference and delegates elected in 2019 
may continue to serve.

The Council of Bishops has asked for clarification (see 
related story elsewhere on this page) as to whether 
elections could be held to fill vacancies that exist due to 
resignations since the elections were held.

The IGRC Sessions Committee is awaiting the guidance 
before finalizing arrangements. However, the planning 
group is assuming there will be some type of elections 
held during the clergy and laity sessions.

SPECIAL SESSIONS

Special sessions handling disaffiliation for specific 
congregations will be held on May 6 and Dec. 2, 2023. 
These sessions are limited to the single purpose of 
approving disaffiliation agreements – the final step of the 
disaffiliation process. 

These sessions will be conducted online and while there 
can be discussion, no amendments may be made to the 
agreement brokered by the IGRC Disaffiliation Team and 

the church. The vote is a straight Yes-No vote.

The date of disaffiliation is effective once the disaffiliation 
agreement is ratified. Members to the annual conference 
from the congregation as well as pastors that are 
disaffiliating no longer will have voice or vote at future 
annual conference sessions.

A list of dates and deadlines for the special sessions can 
be found at: https://www.igrc.org/important-dates-for-2023 

Parties failing to meet the deadlines for the May 6 special 
session will be delayed until the Dec. 2 special session.

C O N F E R E N C E  
N E W S

UNITED MEDIA  
RESOURCE CENTERUMRC

Easter books available to borrow from the UMRC!
Items can be sent to your church or home address and can be requested  
from the online catalog: www.igrc.org/umrc or by email: umrc@igrc.org
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage.

#821096 ATONE: The Difference the Cross Makes
#820082 Bedrock of Christianity: The Unalterable Facts of Jesus' Death and Resurrection
#814001 Children's Dramas for the Church Year: Reproducible Dramas for Lent, Easter, and Pentecost
#814215 Easter-Rific!
#822011 Embracing the Uncertain: A Lenten Study for Unsteady Times
#818147 Faithful Celebrations: Making Time for God from Mardi Gras through Pentecost
#822004 Faithful Families for Lent, Easter, and Resurrection: Simple Ways to Create Meaning for the Season
#817023 Make Room: A Child's Guide to Lent and Easter
#817299 Messy Easter
#817303 Resurrection: A Pastor's Reading of the Major New Testament Resurrection Passages
#806047 Sharing the Easter Faith with Children: Helping Children Observe Lent and Celebrate Easter
#814119 Voices for Good Friday: Worship Services with Dramatic Monologues Based on the Gospels

A Time 
to Plant, 
and A Time 
to Build.

COUNCIL OF BISHOPS SEEK CLARIFICATION REGARDING 
GENERAL CONFERENCE, DELEGATE ELECTIONS

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Council of Bishops 
(COB) of The United Methodist Church is petitioning 
the denomination’s top court for clarification on its recent 
decision regarding the General Conference that will be 
held in 2024.

The church’s court, known as the Judicial Council, 
ruled last month in Judicial Council Decision 1451 that 
the General Conference session to be held in 2024 is the 
postponed 2020 General Conference.

The United Methodist Church’s highest court ruled 
that new delegate elections “are not required” for the 
long-delayed and potentially pivotal General Conference, 
now set for 2024.

“The delegates duly elected to the 2020 General 
Conference for the 2020-2024 Quadrennium stand 
as submitted and certified by the annual conference 
secretaries,” the Judicial Council said in Decision 1451.

In practice, this means that the same delegates elected 
in 2018 or 2019 to a General Conference facing multiple 
proposals for a denominational split or reorganization 
can continue to serve when the session finally convenes. 
The United Methodist Church’s top lawmaking assembly 
is the only body that can speak for the denomination and 
formalize such changes.

The church court also said the duly elected delegates can 
vote at the jurisdictional and central conferences that follow 
the next General Conference. Jurisdictional conferences 
in the U.S. and central conferences in Africa, Europe and 
the Philippines elect the denomination’s bishops. Recently, 
the same cohort of delegates elected bishops in the U.S., 
Philippines and Central and Southern Europe.

While the COB appreciates the clarity and guidance 

on that issue, the bishops feel that the decision has 
generated a number of other questions that arise from 
the language of the decision, and the COB therefore was 
petitioning the Judicial Council for clarification of the 
decision on four limited questions.

The bishops made the decision to seek clarification 
during a special session of the COB meeting held via 
Zoom on Friday, January 6, 2023.

Here are the four questions on which the bishops are 
seeking clarification:

1. Question for Clarification No. 1: If an annual 
conference has vacancies in its General Conference 
delegation due to death, resignation, or otherwise, 
does JCD 1451 allow an annual conference to hold 
elections to fill the vacancies that have not already 
been filled by its reserve delegates?

2. Question for Clarification No. 2: If a person was 
elected as a lay or clergy delegate for the postponed 
2020 General Conference and that person’s status as 
a lay or clergy person has changed since election by 
the annual conference, do ¶¶ 34-36 of the 2016 Book 
of Discipline require that the delegate be declared 
ineligible to serve as a delegate in the status as 
elected and thereby creating a vacancy to be filled by 
the election of a new lay or clergy delegate if there is 
no reserve delegate to fill the vacancy?

3. Question for Clarification No. 3: In regard to 
delegates who were elected from two previous 
annual conferences for the postponed 2020 General 
Conference that have since merged, (a) which 
delegates previously elected are eligible to serve at 

the postponed 2020 General Conference; and (b) if 
the merged annual conference is entitled to fewer 
delegates, what is the process under the Discipline 
for determining who among those previously 
elected is eligible to serve, including the date for 
determination of the delegates?

4. Question for Clarification No. 4: Based on the 
holding in JCD 1451, is the Commission on the 
General Conference required to schedule and make 
arrangements pursuant to ¶ 511.4 for a session of the 
General Conference to occur in the quadrennium 
after the adjournment of the postponed 2020 
General Conference in 2024 and before December 
31, 2027?

The bishops are asking for an expedited hearing in 
the matter.

“Our request for clarification is to simply ask for 
specific clarification so that our work, both in the Annual 
Conferences and the General Church, can function with 
uniformity and alignment.  Our work in these specific 
areas needs to be conducted in a manner that is consistent 
across the church,” said COB President Bishop Thomas J. 
Bickerton of New York Area.

In another matter, the COB voted last month during 
the Dec. 21, 2022 meeting to request a declaratory 
decision regarding Paragraph 413 of the 2016 Book of 
Discipline of The United Methodist Church.

The requested decision pertains to how Council 
of Bishops holds its individual members accountable 
for their work, both as general superintendents and as 
presidents and residents in episcopal areas.

Annual Conference Child Care Coordinator
SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC Committee on Annual 
Conference Sessions is looking for an excited and 
organized person to coordinate on-site childcare 
during our Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference 
Session June 8-10 at the Peoria Civic Center. 
This position will provide a stipend and report 
to our IGRC Director of Connectional Ministries. 
Responsibilities include:

• Recruiting, training, and supervising volunteer 
childcare providers

• Organizing and arranging set up and take down 
of childcare spaces

• Planning childcare activities for ages Infant 
through 7-years during Conference Sessions

Qualifications include:

• Leadership experience in early childhood 
education and/or childcare organization\

• Knowledge about leading volunteers in 
childcare setting

• Excitement about mission and ministry of The 
United Methodist Church

• Clear background check and excellent 
references

If you are interested, please submit a resume and 
cover letter by Jan. 31, 2023 to Curtis Brown at 
cbrown@igrc.org
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ECCLESIASTES 3:2-3

The UMRC is now located at Kumler Outreach Ministries, a ministry of the 
Kumler United Methodist Church in Springfield. The new mailing address is:

 Kumler Outreach Ministries, Attn: United Media Resource Center
 303 E North Grand Ave, Springfield IL 62702-3822

The new phone number is 217-523-2269, which is the number for Kumler 
Outreach Ministries. When the receptionist answers, ask for the United Media 
Resource Center. The UMRC hours of operation are in flux so it’s likely that you 
will need to leave a voice message. Please do so and include your name and 
church name in your message.

Questions, comments? 
Contact us at umrc@igrc.org

If you are interested in volunteering at the UMRC during weekday hours, please 
call 217-523-2269 and ask for Sharon Brown.

Bishops Confirmation Rally
SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard is 
hosting a Confirmation Rally at Springfield 
First UMC on Saturday, March 25, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Join Bishop Beard for a day of celebration 
and witness. The event is designed to cel-
ebrate and share our common connection 
with one another in Jesus Christ and our 

United Methodist Church family. It is open 
to recent confirmands and those currently 
participating in the confirmation process.

There is a small pre-registration fee of $5 
per student. Adult leaders are free but must 
register so we can have an accurate count 
for lunch.

Register for the Bishop's Confirmation Rally 
by visiting: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/2023Bi
shopsConfirmationRally 

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
ic-Latino caucus of The United Methodist 
Church. It is an organization that advocates 
for the rights of the Hispanic-Latino com-
munity within the church and has been a 
place that supports the Methodist doctrinal 
principle of "social holiness."

“In MARCHA, I was able to see how young 
people organized and demanded a voice 
within the church, not only to occupy minor 
responsibilities, but also to be integral lead-
ers of the church. I was able to see how God 
moved in and out of the church,” she said.

At 27, Ramírez Hernández became a mem-
ber of the Executive Committee of the Na-
tional Plan for Hispanic-Latino Ministry. Her 
presence and participation were the result 
of the organized work of the youth groups 
of MARCHA.

“These experiences were a school for me on 
how to relate, how to find common ground, 
how to build coalitions that allow the church 
to be a force that advocates for all those 
who are in need, based on loving the neigh-

bor and without differences,” she said.

“I was born in The United Methodist 
Church; I love it. And I have criticized the 
church, because we talk a lot about being 
Christians, about being a United Method-
ist, how to be a church serving people and 
how to be a church loving each other and 
not attacking each other,” she said. “Instead 
of focusing on talking about God's love, we 
should focus on living that love and sharing 
it with our actions.”

A message she wants to give to the church 
is “that we stop talking about the church; 
let's focus rather on being a church.”

“Let's be a church supporting people when 
they are victims of injustice,” she said. “Let's 
demand that political representatives fulfill 
their responsibilities. Let's participate in 
our communities helping them to organize. 
Let's make people recognize our presence 
by testimony and not just by inviting them 
to a Sunday service or a Bible study.”

(Rev. Gustavo Vasquez is the Hispanic/La-
tino Director of United Methodist News.)

HERNÁNDEZ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Register at: 
http://www.igrc.org/bishopsopen2023

May 19th
Edgewood Golf Course  
{11am tee time, 16497 Kennedy Rd, Auburn, IL 62615}

 Bishop’s open 
2023

Save 
the date!
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Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

www.pasbf.org 
217-529-3221

We love servingWe love serving
those who have those who have 
served us.served us.

Services to Retired Clergy and Spouses:
• $1.5 Million to purchase  

Medicare Supplement Plan
• Assistance in Research  

Medicare Part D Plans
• $500 Thousand Medicare  

Part D Benefit
• Clergy Assistance Program  

for Retirees and Spouses
• Fellowship Groups

• $580 Thousand Contribution  
to Pre-82 Plan

• Fall Banquets
• Seminar for Retirees & Spouses
• Pastoral Care
• Presence at Funerals and  

Presentation of Grave Markers
• Dental Loan Program
• Hearing Aid Program
• Financial and Estate Planning
• Advocates for Retirees and Spouses
• Virgin Health Miles Benefits  

for Retirees and Spouses


