
 

 

President Susan Connor 

1431 CR 800 N 

Sullivan, IL 61951 

(217) 259 –1649 

radtech20032003@yahoo.com 

Greetings to my sisters serving God through the United Women 

in Faith. 

This is certain to be an exciting and challenging year. As we ap-

proach the Lenten Season, I pray a blessing on every woman in 

the boarders of our conference. Jesus has called us to great 

things, please don’t let the details and rough road keep you 

from doing His work in your neighborhood. Remember, accord-

ing to Jesus, anyone in need is your neighbor. As many church-

es close and or disaffiliate, and units become inactive, please 

encourage the women dedicated to serving Christ to remain 

members of the United Women in Faith. They can continue as 

they are because you don’t have to be a UMC member to be a 

United Women of Faith member. They can join a local unit near-

by and or go to the UWFaith website and become an All Access 

Member.  

Bishop Beard also announced the following appointments on 

the appointive cabinet when the Conference transitions to five 

districts: 
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• North District (Illinois and Vermilion districts) based in Pontiac: Rev. Mike Crawford 

• South District (Kaskaskia and Cache districts) based in Marion: Rev. Stan Irvin 

• Central District (Mississippi and Sangamon districts) based in Springfield: Rev. Bradley Watkins 

II 

• West District (Spoon and LaMoine districts) based in Jacksonville: Rev. Nic Showalter 

• East District (Embarras and Iroquois districts) based in Champaign: Rev. Angie Lee 

The National Mission Institutions supported by United Women in Faith continue to serve over 

600,000 women, children and youth. Your prayers and financial support are needed as much today 

as it was when these institutions were founded. Notice which districts are combining and who your 

District Superintendent will be in July of 2023. 

Although we, the United Women in Faith, are not merging our districts until January 2024, we need 

to begin to work with our sister districts and nominations team in selecting officers for nomination 

and planning our meeting schedules for 2024. 

Please share your District United Women in Faith meeting announcements with all the districts as 

well as me. I will attend as many as I am able again this year. Women in towns along the borders of 

districts may want to experience your awesome events as well. 

Our Social Action issues for 2023-2024 continue to be Just Energy for All and Interrupting the 

School to Prison Pipeline. We once again are in need of leadership for Social Action. Anyone who is 

moved to help with this, please contact our Nominations Chair, Pam DuFour. If you do not feel you 

can commit to a Chair of Social Action position, but are moved to action for social Justice you can 

contact me with actions or suggestions that I can then present to our officers and or membership. 

Check out the UMC Creation Justice website at umcreationjustice.org. 

I hope all of you celebrated Black History Month, perhaps as a way to remind others of Racial Jus-

tice issues and opportunities as we continue to advocate for equality and justice. As I attended the 

January meeting of IGRC Commission on Religion and Race, I was reminded that many of our cler-

gy are non-white. I hope you reach out to your minister or your neighbor who is other than you with 

love and encouragement. It may be a little late for Valentine Cards, but Thinking of you cards are 

always welcome. It is always the right time to share the love of God! And United Women in Faith are 

historically people who step out in faith and fill the need whatever it is.  

There are several good books by black authors in this years Reading Program. Please read. One is 

by an Episcopalian Bishop Michael Curry. Title: Love Is the Way. He states: You can be intentional 

in the stories you tell as well as the stories you consume. Examine which stories are taking your 

time and attention. If you are getting information and testimony form people who look like you and 

sound like you, you are ultimately getting a less than truthful picture of the world. It takes effort to 

read and hear the stories of those who are invisible from our daily life. When we don’t have inter-

change with people who have differing points of view, slowly but surely the voices of the extreme 

become the norm.  
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My favorite bible verse is Micah 6:8 Do Justice, love mercy and walk humbly with your God. I have 

recently rediscovered the Isaiah passage 58:6-7 Isn’t this the fast I choose: releasing wicked 

restraints, untying the ropes of a yoke, setting free the mistreated and breaking every yoke? Isn’t it 

sharing your bread with the hungry and bringing the homeless poor into your house, covering the 

naked when you see them, and not hiding from your own family? Happy Easter and Lenten 

Season. God’s peace to all. 

Susan Connor, IGRC United Women in Faith President. 

Mission u Preview Information 

The fancy brochures will be coming out soon, but here is the information in advance! 

Dates:  Sunday, July 16 through Wednesday, July 19.  Registration begins 4:00 P.M. on Sunday 

Place:  Northfield Inn & Suites, Springfield, Illinois 

Theme:  Living the Kin-dom 

Spiritual Growth Study:  Exploring the Lord’s Prayer as a Spiritual Practice for Social 

Transformation led by Rev. Bradley Wakins, II, District Superintendent 

Option studies – choose 1: 

Climate Justice led by Linda Y Trent 

Concerning Prayer written by and led by Rev. Mary Kathryn Pearce 

DEADLINE  for Scholarship applications – May 30, 2023 

DEADLINE for registrations – June 30, 2023 

Registration fees: 

 Virtual - $55.00 

 Commuter - $190.00 

 2/room in person - $295.00 

 1/room in person - $430.00 

There will be a $12.00 fee for late payment of registration fees.   DOES NOT MEAN they can still 

register until that date.   

Need line to indicate the name of their roommate.  

Need line to indicate any allergies.   

Talent Show – line to indicate if they are interested in participating.  Contact Caroline Jones at 

jonesteach1@att.net or 309-453-3729 

Submitted by Barb Smith 

mailto:jonesteach1@att.net


 

Pleasure reading is fine done alone; instructive reading cries out be shared, whether as a group 

simultaneously reading a particular work, one reading to another (others), or with the reader sharing 

the information with others.   Our UWF Reading Program is a cumulative treasure trove of 

knowledge, experience, analyses and syntheses; hopefully a first reaction to reading any of the 

selections is “I need to tell my (friend, relative, neighbor, pastor…) about this!”  Used well, that 

selection becomes a springboard to conversation (relationship building), study and research 

(personal and/or spiritual growth), and action (community building).  Because of the cumulative 

effect of years of reading, empathizing, and reacting, United Women recognize that almost all issues 

have two sides, so their processes also lead to inclusion (kin-dom building).   

Reading is a portable activity and is an almost universally accepted activity.  We can read as we wait 

to see the (doctor, lawyer, principal, etc); that simple act may spark a conversation with someone 

who becomes interested in a subject as a result of your obvious involvement.  My daughter and I 

used to keep a book in the car:  one of us was the driver and the other automatically became the 

reader.  (Sometimes we made up excuses to drive longer so we could get through a particular 

section before stopping.)  From the car seat behind us, the grandson learned the practice, the 

rhythms, and the love of reading.   As her husband’s health failed, my unit president read to him from 

the reading program books.  Both being aware and intelligent persons, I’m sure the topics were 

discussed in depth.  In a former unit, people gave book reports as they finished selected readings. 

The 2023 Reading Program includes numerous books for children.  These books offer an excellent 

opportunity to gently and lovingly introduce any number of topics to your children, grandchildren, 

and, if you are fortunate enough to have a school system that welcomes your talents as a reader, 

the children of your community.  The possibilities are endless!  We can become the Johnny 

Appleseeds of rational thinking and social holiness. 

Go to uwfaith.org, click on the MENU in the upper right, under Resources select Shop & Download 

(don’t be afraid that you will be making a purchase, it’s just a listing), then click on The Reading 

Program in the left column.  You will find useful information and suggestions about using the 

Reading Program.  In the right-side column is a colored rectangle labeled 2023 Reading Program 

Catalog.  That will open to a comprehensive overview of the Reading Program.  Scrolling down to 

page 5, you will encounter a list of the new-for-2023 books with brief summaries of the content of 

each book.  Similar information for previous years is also available. 

Don’t overlook this exceptional resource: it can enrich, enlighten, and invigorate your personal, your 

social, and your spiritual life.  If you are concerned about your (or your unit’s) financial life, check 

with the IGRC United Media Resource Center.  There you will find another treasure trove….  

Blessings, Diane  

Secretary of Program Resources Diane Goff 

89 County Rd 475 E 

Grayville, IL 62844 

(618) 375 –7824 

dianehgoff@gmail.com 
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Treasurer Louella Christensen 

200 E Wurl Lane 

Altamont, IL 62411 

(618) 315 –8020 

mail2lou@mac.com 

The United Women in Faith Constitution and Bylaws tell us each unit is to set an annual Mission 

Pledge goal and work to meet it.  What we give in the five Mission Giving channels funds the budget 

that supports United Women in Faith programs here and around the world.  We make Mission with 

women, children and youth happen. 

Has your unit set a 2023 Unit Pledge goal? 

Do your best to estimate what the unit hopes to donate in the five Mission Giving channels this year.  

Then report that goal to your District Treasurer.  District Leadership Teams will be meeting soon to 

make any needed revisions to this year’s District Pledge goals and budgets and to set 2024 Pledge 

goals and budgets.  Unit Pledge goals provide important information to use in this multi-year 

process.  We don’t want to overspend.   

Continued on page 7 

Setting a unit Pledge goal is especially important this year as our Church Conference moves to five 

districts on July 1, 2023 and as changes continue within the United Methodist Church.  Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference United Women in Faith is already busy preparing and will move to five districts at 

the beginning of the next UWF fiscal year on January 1, 2024.  I should have more to share in the 

next newsletter about what unit treasurers can expect. 

And as you may have heard, some of our churches will be disaffiliating from the United Methodist 

Church this year.  Remember, you do not have to be United Methodist to be a member of United 

Women in Faith.  Churches that disaffiliate are welcome to host a United Women in Faith unit and 

continue their support of Mission with women, children and youth.  Members of churches without 

units are welcome to join nearby UWF units or join as district or national members to be part of our 

sisterhood and participate in vital Mission work with women, children and youth.  Many hands make 

light the work.  (If your unit plans to go inactive, the unit treasurer is asked to contact their district 

treasurer for a current Inactive Unit Report form to complete with the unit president.) 

A Year of Change 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a 

community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to 

experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 

develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of 

mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.   
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Communication Coordinator Denise Caparula 

522 S Poplar St 

Manteno, IL 60950 

(815) 474 –3659 

igrcumwbridge@gmail.com 

Due to United Methodist Women’s focus and commitment to Climate Justice, The Bridge is 

distributed electronically. The Bridge is published 3 times a year: March, June, and September. 

Please let me know if your email address changes. 

Please forward copies of this newsletter and post publicly to share with those who are interested.  

Newsletter questions or contributions: igrcumwbridge@gmail.com 

How goes the Mission in Illinois Great Rivers Conference? 

In 2022, 177 of 224 Active 

Units, 5 Districts and the 

Conference met our 

Pledge goals! 

 

Thanks for everything  

you do to support  

the Mission of 

United Women in Faith! 

 

Our 2023 Conference 

Pledge goal is $202,000.  

Thank you for answering God’s call to be in Mission with women, children and youth. I am praying 

for you. 

Continued from page 6 
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Greetings in this new year of adventures in United Women in Faith! There is so much happening, 

and lots of changes coming up. First, we got a new name (but still the same purpose). Then we got 

a new website, and are learning how to navigate all the areas there. We are slowly getting used to a 

new way of reporting our membership, along with the opportunity through the Unit Survey, to have 

some input on what we are doing and where we are headed. There are even new ways of becoming 

and fulfilling our membership roles. 

If you haven’t checked out the new website, I encourage you to do a little exploring, 

www.uwfaith.org . There are several ways to navigate from page to page. If you are looking for 

something in particular, just click on the menu, and you will find a list of the various sections of the 

website. Right now, most of the resources you might need are in the “Shop and Download” section.  

Sometime in April or early May, the Membership Portal will be activated. At that time, the 

membership resources will be moved to that portal. More about that in the next newsletter. One of 

the new ways to become a member (if your church is disaffiliating or if there is no UM Church near 

you with a unit) is the All Access Membership. There will soon be a way to sign up not only as an 

individual, but also as a group! I’ll share more about that once it goes live on the website. 

I guess the most exciting news I have to share is that we will soon be able to fill out our Unit Survey 

for 2022. They are hoping to activate the link sometime early March, and we will have until at least 

August to enter our information. Like last year, this will be more than just our membership numbers. 

There will be several questions that pertain to resources – social networking, programming, 

resources available or needed, etc. I hope to have a document available so that you will have that 

record for your unit from year to year. And like last year, if your unit doesn’t want to or can’t enter 

the information online, I will be glad to do so if you send me a copy of the document filled out.  

Let’s make this the best year yet in United Women in Faith! Try to think of at least one woman you 

would like to invite to join us as we step out in mission and put our love into action. 

Membership Nurture & Outreach Kay Fisher 

324 S Center Ave 

Bradley, IL 60915 

(815) 932 –9605 

kay9605@yahoo.com 

Find us on the web! 

http://www.igrc.org/umw 

https://www.facebook.com/IGRCUMW/ 

http://www.uwfaith.org
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Chairperson of Nominations Pam Dufour 

609 W Harrison 

Auburn, IL 62615 

(217) 341–7351 

pamdufour@hotmail.com 

Blessings to all UWF Members  

For the 2024 year we have numerous positions to fill on the Conference level. Following is the 

positions that will be available:  

Vice President; Treasurer; Secretary; Spiritual Growth filled by Kay Clifton (thank you Kay); 

Membership, Nurture and Out Reach; Communication Coordinator; Social Action; 2 on Nominations 

and The Chair of Nominations.  

As you can see we have a full state to fill. Please be in prayer for the filling of the Positions. If you 

are interested in a position or know of anyone who may be interested in a positions, please contact 

me at:  

217-341-7351 or pamdufour@hotmail.com  

Thanks, Pam Dufour Chair of Nominations  
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It is with great excitement that we bring to you an opportunity to support the repair of Pantoc United 

Methodist Church, San Quintin, province of Abra in the northern part of Luzon in the Philippines. 

Volunteers in Mission will be traveling to the Philippines May 16-30, 2023. 

The community has no water system and only those who can afford to install electric pumps have 

their own water supply. Unfortunately, Pantoc UMC does not have a water supply.  Workers and 

members have to fetch water from other sources and bring it to church especially on Sundays.  The 

Church roof is old and full of holes, also there are now cracks on the walls brought about by the 

earthquake that occurred a few months ago.  

Often, Sunday School in this small but rapidly growing church is held outdoors and in the rainy 

season, classes are always wet and soggy, but the people are faithfully persistent. The parsonage 

is unfinished with no water supply and toilet. Therefore pastors and church workers cannot live in 

the parsonage.  Our representative also asked which church would have the greatest growth 

potential if repairs were done on the church.  The immediate reply was: Pantoc UMC.   

Repair of the church is essential in order to create a better atmosphere for ministry, a place that is 

clean and inviting for worship.  The proposed project includes the installation of a water pump, the 

construction of flushable toilets, the repair of walls and the roof, and the finishing of the parsonage.   

Additionally, we are raising funds for our volunteers’ expenses to include: $1,750 per person in the 

12-person team. This includes flights and transportation within the Philippines, food and lodging.  

We have been busy collecting items for the mission trip and have packed 20 large boxes of supplies 

needed for us to help with this mission upon arrival.  These boxes, as you can imagine are quite 

expensive to send.   

When we arrive in Pantoc we will need to purchase items for the sewing ministry such as irons, 

ironing boards and battery packs which can change the electrical current on the sewing machines 

we have sent.  We have found in the past, we also need to purchase fans for the church and other 

items for the pastor of the church to help them live a little easier.  We also purchase rice, which is a 

staple food for them.  We pass this out to surrounding church pastors as the pastors have not been 

paid since the pandemic started. 

If you are unable to help with the building funds, please prayerfully consider supporting the 

volunteers. 

 

Volunteers in Mission Team 

517 S Mary St 

Stronghurst, IL 61480 
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Please send donations to Volunteers in Mission International and send to our treasurer Sharon 

Hicks at 517 S Mary Street, Stronghurst, IL 61480.   

We pray that you are the same mind and conviction as the Apostle Paul who rallied the early church 

to help the struggling congregations of Jerusalem. In the Letter of Paul to the Galatians (chapter 2), 

despite having to undergo a long, arduous journey, James, Cephas, and John met with Paul and 

Barnabas to shake hands in agreement to help the Gentile churches and the poor. So also we are 

glad that you are considering being in partnership to help churches in need in the world. May it be 

our testimony to God’s faithfulness to provide for his people. 

As God’s people in covenant together within the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, we are in this 

mission together. We are filled with the assurance that you will help support this mission. Already, 

we thank God for the prayers you will raise up to God for the success of this mission work. We will 

gratefully receive any amount you can send.  

Volunteers in Mission Team 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference 

United Methodist Church 
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Upcoming Important Dates! 
 

March 11: IGRC UWFaith Leadership Team Meeting 

Jun 8-10: IGRC Annual Conference 

July 15: IGRC UWFaith Leadership Team Meeting 

July 16-19 Mission u—Northfield Inn and Conference Center,  

 Springfield 

Please watch your District newsletters for District event dates! 

Please feel free to make copies of this newsletter - either individual pages, or the complete 

issue - for others in your districts and units who would be interested in the information! 


