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REVIVAL IS SUPPOSED 
TO BE NORMAL! 

Recent reports of revival on the 
campuses of Asbury University, Asbury 
Seminary, Lee College, and other Christian 
institutions across the United States are 
creating world-wide chatter. These reports 
of revival have resulted in folks flocking to 
the various schools seeking first-hand ex-
posure/experience and an attempt to vali-
date the authenticity of what is going on.  

I am excited about the reports of 
revival. I have been praying for over 40 
years for revival/ renewal in the body 
of Christ and specifically in The United 
Methodist Church.  Even as I pray for and 
hope that the winds of revival will con-
tinue to blow and spread, I am reminded 
that revival should not be a surprise. 
Revival is supposed to be normal within 
the church of Jesus Christ.

The fact that any movement of God, 
within the body of Christ, is treated as a 
new phenomenon, should be the shocker. 
After the ascension of Christ and the 
descension of the Holy Spirit, revival/re-
newal should be an ongoing reality. Signs, 
wonders, and an outpouring of the Spirit 
of God should be regular, ongoing and 
normal in the life of Christian believers 
and within the Body of Christ.  The fact 
that we are captivated by reports of fresh 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit’s work is 
a testimony to just how far we have drift-
ed away from our spiritual center.  

Please understand, I welcome and I 
embrace what God is apparently doing. All 
I am saying is that these renewal experi-
ences should be normal and should not be 
seen as a “fluke on the spiritual landscape.” 

As we enter the Lenten season, I pray 
for the revival fires to spread. I pray that 
the winds of revival will continue until 
the church is completely restored, like the 
day of Pentecost and its subsequent days.

I long for revival and renewal. Let 
me share seven things that I know about 
revival:

1. Only the Holy Spirit can bring 
genuine revival. There is no revival 
apart from a fresh outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit.

2. Every revival that has ever occurred 
started because of a renewed com-
mitment to prayer.  Prayer is the 
launch pad for revival, both per-
sonal and corporate.

3. Revival does not start with lost 
people being saved, but revival 
starts when saved people get right 
with God. Revival is marked by a re-
turn of Christians to our “first love,” 
Jesus Christ.

4. Revival, always (according to II 
Chronicles 7:14, “If my people, who 
are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then I will hear from heaven, 
and I will forgive their sin and will 
heal their land”) begins with an 
expression of our need and depen-
dence upon God. 

5. Revival is rooted and grounded in 
confession of our sins and repen-
tance (a turning away from) our sins.

6. Revival changes hearts, lives, and 
lifestyles, as revival spills over into 
society. Nothing is safe when it is 
exposed to the wind of God. The de-
bris and clutter of sin gets replaced 
by outward, Christ-like expressions 
of love and mercy.

7. Revival is sustainable!  The book 
of Acts shows the fruit of revival, 
and the effect revival should have 
on an ongoing basis. Acts 2:42-47 
--  “They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellow-
ship, to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer. Everyone was filled with 
awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. All the 
believers were together and had 
everything in common.  They sold 
property and possessions to give to 
anyone who had need. Every day 
they continued to meet together in 
the temple courts. They broke bread 
in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts, praising 
God and enjoying the favor of all 
the people. And the Lord added to 
their number daily those who were 
being saved.”

My revival prayer continues to be, 
“Lord, send the gentle wind of your Holy 
Spirit, blow across the embers of our 
hearts, and fan us into flames for Jesus. 
Amen.”
God Bless
Bishop Beard
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DEATHS
Retired local pastor, the Rev. Larry Bricker, 78, who was 
serving LaPlace and Lovington UMCs, as part of the Okaw River 
Parish died Feb. 19, at his home.

Rev. Bricker served 17 1/2 years in ministry.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.dawson-wikoff.
com/obituaries/Larry-Dean-Bricker

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Janiss Bricker, 201 Quail Hill Rd., Monticello, IL 
61856-1009.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Paul H. Prater, 75, died Feb. 12 in 
Jefferson City, Mo.

Rev. Prater served 23 years of active ministry before going on 
medical leave in 2004. His last appointment was at Washington 
Crossroads. He retired in 2012.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Betty Prater, 1753 Del 
Cerro Dr., Jefferson City, MO 65101-5537.

Walter Glen Storey, 88, died on January 22, 
2023 in St. Louis, Missouri, just 29 days after 
the death of his wife, Ruth Ann (Summers) 
Storey, 84 on Dec. 24, 2022.

Walter was an ordained United Methodist 
minister who served as pastor in United 

Methodist churches for 15 years in Texas, Massachusetts, Missouri, Illinois, and 
England. Ruth went to seminary later in life and became an ordained United 
Methodist minister. Walter was very supportive of Ruth as she pastored churches 
in the St. Louis area from 1991 until 2006 as a clergy member of the Missouri 
Conference when she retired. The Storeys are the parents of IGRC pastor, the Rev. 
Brian Storey and the uncle and aunt of IGRC pastor, the Rev. Linda Horrell.

Condolences may be sent to Rev. Brian Storey, 518 Oak Valley Dr., St. Louis, MO 
63131-4730 and Rev. Linda Horrell, 7680 Lindbergh Dr., St. Louis, MO  63117-2138.
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APPOINTMENTS
In consultation with the Cabinet of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop 
Frank J. Beard appoints the following:

David Fuquay to Urbana: Wesley-Wesley 
Foundation at the University of Illinois, 
Iroquois River District, effective July 1. 
Rev. Fuquay is a clergy member of the 
Florida Conference and this is his first 
appointment in the IGRC.

R. Donald Dexheimer to New Baden, 
Mississippi River District, ½ time, effective 
Feb. 1. Rev. Dexheimer is a retired clergy 
member of another annual conference. He 
previously served in the IGRC at Sunfield-
Greenwood.

Bill Wiggs, Jr. to Marshall: First, Embarras 
River District, effective July 1.

Supply not appointed
Robert James Tepatti to Mt. Auburn, 
Sangamon River District, less than ¼ time, 
effective Jan. 1.

What appeared to be a routine chapel service on Feb. 8 at Asbury University has spilled onto additional sites on the campus and across the 
street to Asbury Theological Seminary. Students from at least 20 colleges and universities have traveled to the Wilmore, Ky., campus.

C O N F E R E N C E   N E W S
Bishop Frank J. Beard led a group of 38 on a trip to the Holy Land Jan. 30-Feb. 8. The group includes several 
classes of newly-ordained clergy. During the pilgrimage, the group formed community, worshipped together 
and experienced sites Jerash, Jericho, Madaba, Mount Nebo, Petra, Jerusalem, Bethlehem and the Dead Sea.

N A T I O N A L
N E W S8

11

F E A T U R E  S T O R Y
Following a Jan. 22 vote by Crossroads UMC to disaffiliate and leave the denomination, about 85 people met to begin the process 
of continuing their ministry as a part of The United Methodist Church. With the help of several dozen leaders, discerned a call to 
launch a new United Methodist congregation in the Washington community. 6
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BY SKY MCCRACKEN

One of the most intellectually and 
factually dishonest things being said 
today is something similar to this: “If 
you want to be conservative/orthodox, 
you need to join the Global Methodist 
Church. If you want to be centrist or 

progressive/liberal, you need to be United Methodist.”
Consider the words conservative, orthodox, centrist, 

progressive, and liberal. Many of us think we know 
what those words mean, claim them for ourselves, or 
interchangeably use them in politics, social mores, and 
Christian theology. That would be a grave mistake and 
poorly defining the words.

Strictly speaking, it would be difficult to be a 
Protestant AND conservative or orthodox. We Protestants 
left the Catholic and Eastern Church over many issues. 
Those issues have still not changed much in Catholic 
and Eastern traditions, while they have undergone 
many changes in the huge umbrella of Protestantism. 
Historically, we Protestants are the progressives and 
liberals. Catholicism and the Eastern Church have 
remained staunchly conservative and unchanged on the 
issues that divided us. This would be using the classical 
and original definitions of conservative, orthodox, and 
liberal/progressive.

On the issue of women’s ordination, you would find 
both the Global Methodist Church AND the United 
Methodist Church to be historically liberal/progressive 
from a Christian standpoint. The Catholic Church, the 
Southern Baptist Church, the Mormon Church, Orthodox 
Judaism, Churches of Christ, The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod do not ordain women. They would call us 
liberal/progressive.

So we have to agree that the words conservative, 
orthodox, centrist, progressive, and liberal have undergone 
some evolution, as most words and definitions do over 
time. Unfortunately, this has allowed groups to co-opt 
and throw these words around as weapons and ways to 
undermine or even disenfranchise others, or “the other.” 
This is regrettable and makes me very sad, but it is a sad 
reality.

Among the vast majority of the United Methodists 
I know, I would consider them to be orthodox in 
theology in practice. They believe in, or have a shared 
understanding in:

• the Trinity 
• the Bible as the inspired word of God and
• uphold the Nicene or Apostles’ Creed primary 

source of authority
• Baptism 
• agree upon the primary operation of grace
• the virgin birth and salvation in Jesus Christ

• the Articles of Religion 
• embrace the evangelical, sacramental, and
• holiness nature of our lived-out faith 

Are there United Methodist pastors or laity who do 
not subscribe to these things? I am certain that they are. 
Regardless of who you’ve listened to or what you’ve read, 
they make up – at best – a small minority. In these times, 
political, theological, or social outliers get more press than 
those of us in the middle.

While on that subject, being “in the middle” in a 
Christian sense, or via media, contrary to what most 
will tell you, does NOT mean being in the middle of the 
road or on the fence; the classical definition is “being 
between the boundaries.” If you want to use the road 
analogy: “being between the shoulders.” It doesn’t mean 
you haven’t chosen a side, it means you’ve chosen not to 
be in the ditches. Via Media Christians attempt to stay 
out of the ditches of extreme Catholicism and extreme 
Protestantism. Some will tell you this is a logical fallacy 
or false balance. Others will tell you it’s the way of Jesus. I 
believe that it is the latter.

Lumping centrists and progressives together may 
make for convenient pigeonholing or fodder for social 
media spewing, but it is rarely accurate for identifying 
congregations. While many people in the city of Jackson 
might label our church as centrist/progressive, or even 
liberal, a quick-and-dirty poll of the silent majority would 
probably show you that our congregation is:

• theologically orthodox
• socially middle-of-the-road to moderate
• politically middle-of-the-road to conservative
• fiscally conservative
• physically and fiscally proactive regarding mission

On matters of human sexuality, I wouldn’t hazard a 
guess. I do know that we have gay and straight members, 
once-married and divorced couples, all who have gay and 
straight:

• children
• grandchildren
• siblings
• parents
• grandparents

All of us are at varying places regarding our levels of 
acceptance, rights, and vocational service to the Church.

Why remain United Methodist? At this time – for 
better or worse – there have been no changes made in 
church law regarding anything being “fought over” at the 
present. Are there likely changes to be made? Probably 
not in the near future. For those changes to be made, the 
denomination would more than likely have to be broken 
into regional areas (i.e., the Americas, Europe, Africa, 

Ode to Aunt Martha
BY JUDITH UNGER

So “Aunt Martha” and 
“Grandma Bennett” 
weren’t really blood 
relatives of mine.  But 
when Rev Bennett was 

appointed to our local church a century 
ago, his daughter Martha became my 
mother’s best friend.  Over the years, 
they were seen as church family as well 
as “family” to our family.
When my sister, Nancy, wanted to at-
tend Evansville College (a Methodist 
affiliated school), Aunt Martha offered 
her a home so Nancy could afford to go 
to college.
When the Wesleyan Service Guild of-
fered scholarships for 6 youth to go 
along on their US tour of Methodist 

related agencies, Aunt Martha submit-
ted my name.  That tour became a life-
changing and career-changing event 
for me. I was introduced to social work 
as well as to the vital agencies that my 
church sponsored. 

When Paul and I were in college, we 
committed our relationship at a Wesley 
Foundation work camp in Chicago.  Our 
daughters both met and married their 
spouses at another Wesley Foundation. 

My whole life has been nurtured by the 
local church and Methodist agencies – 
even before I was born!  In addition to 
my parents, Aunt Martha reached out 
as a loving representative of the church.  
Without her support, our family could 
have made very different decisions.  I 
choose to remain United Methodist 
because of the past and present care 
offered by our church to all people.

C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

Peace with Justice  
grants available
SPRINGFIELD – Peace with Justice 
grants are available to IGRC UMC con-
gregations and agencies to begin pro-
grams, plan events, and host activities 
that celebrate the purpose and objectives 
of the UMC Board of Church and Soci-
ety, specifically civil and human rights, 
economic justice, environmental justice, 
health and wholeness, peace with justice, 
and women and children.

Funding for the IGRC Peace with Justice 
Grant is generated by the local churches 
and Annual Conferences from the Peace 
with Justice offering taken on Peace with 
Justice Sunday in June which “witnesses 
to God’s demands for a faithful, just, dis-
armed, and secure world.”

To obtain a Peace with Justice Grant 
application visit: https://www.igrc.org/
peacewithjustice. Grant applications are 
reviewed in April, July and October. Email 
Christina Krost at: christina.krost@gmail.
com if you have any questions.

Young Adult mission trip  
to Fort Myers
CHAMPAIGN – Champaign Faith UMC is 
taking a trip to do Hurricane Ian relief in 
May.

The dates are Saturday, May 27, to Satur-
day, June 3. Cost is $400. Any young adult 
out of high school and over 18 is welcome 
to join.

Contact Sheryl Palmer at sheryl@cham-
paignfaith.org for more information. 

Bishops Confirmation Rally
SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard is 
hosting a Confirmation Rally at Spring-
field First UMC on Saturday, March 25, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The event is a celebration and a time of 
sharing our common connection with one 
another in Jesus Christ and our United 
Methodist Church Family. The day will be 
filled with interactive fun, worship, fellow-
ship and food.

There is a small pre-registration fee of $5 
per student. Adult leaders are free but 
must register so we can have an accurate 
count for lunch.

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/2023BishopsConfirmationRally  

Disaster Response Training
SPRINGFIELD – Several disaster response 
training events are scheduled in the up-
coming months for early responders to be 
re-certified and additional training.

ERT Recertification – April 3-4
Training will take place online from 6 to 8 
p.m. Monday and Tuesday, April 3-4.
Contact: Sharon Monroe at: smonroe50@
yahoo.com   
Connecting Neighbors Training – Sept. 18-19
Training will take place online on from 6 to 
8 p.m., Monday and Tuesday, Sept. 18-19.
Contact: Sharon Monroe at: smonroe50@
yahoo.com  
ERT Recertification – Nov. 6-7

Training will take place online from 6 to 8 
p.m. Monday and Tuesday, Nov. 6-7.
Contact: Sharon Monroe at: smonroe50@
yahoo.com 
To read more and register for the above 
training events, visit: https://www.igrc.org/
disasterresponse 

District Youth Rallies
LaMoine / Spoon Youth Rally –  
Saturday, March 18
Macomb Wesley UMC 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
$10 per person. 
Register at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
lrdsrdyouthrally 
Iroquois / Embarras Youth Rally – 
Sunday, April 30
Mattoon First UMC
2 to 5 p.m.
$5 per person
Register at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
youthrally54 
Illinois / Vermilion Youth Rally –  
Sunday, April 30
Morton UMC
4 to 7 p.m.
$5 per person
Register at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
youthrally 

Crash Course on Youth Ministry
SPRINGFIELD – A crash course con-
denses lots of practical material so that 
you can understand that material quickly. 
A crash course is not where we strap you 
behind the wheel of a youth ministry bus, 
point you downhill toward the goal of 
inspiring youth to live Christ-like lives, and 
say, “Hope you don’t crash!” as you hit 
every bump in the road on your way to 
making disciples.
Trainings will be held via video call online 
on the second Thursdays of the month at 
3:30 p.m.
• Trips/Retreats - Thursday March 9, 3:30 
p.m.

• Self-Care Sabbath - Thursday April 13, 
3:30 p.m.

• Keeping Volunteers - Thursday May 11, 
3:30 p.m.

• Administration - Thursday July 13, 3:30 p.m.
• Discipleship - Thursday Aug. 10, 3:30 p.m.
• Fundraising - Thursday Sept. 14, 3:30 p.m.
• Digital Youth Ministry - Thursday Oct 12, 
3:30 p.m.

• UM Heritage Beliefs - Thursday Nov. 9, 
3:30 p.m.

• Speaking Adolescent - Thursday Dec. 14, 
3:30 p.m.

Register for any of these sessions by visit-
ing: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/CrashCour-
seinYouthMinistry 

Light Kids Conference
TROY – The Light Kids Conference, a 
one-day event for children in first - fifth 
grades will be held in four locations dur-
ing spring 2023! Church leaders, pastors, 
and children's pastors are invited to or-
ganize a group of children and attend the 
conference together!
The dates and locations of the confer-
ence sessions:
• March 4 – Peoria First UMC
• March 25 – Edwardsville St. Johns 

UMC
• April 1 – Marion Aldersgate UMC

Each location begins at 9 a.m. and con-
cludes at 2 p.m.. 

Of course, parents or grandparents are 
welcome to bring their kids and attend 
with them!

The day includes worship with Harvest 
Ministry, recreation (with a 30-foot inflat-
able obstacle course), ShoutCo! Puppets, 
entertainment, pizza lunch, Bible Buzz 
and lessons around the theme of RISE 
UP! 

Learn more at https://www.kidsconfer-
ence.org or by contacting Tim Price at 
618-541-8291.

Mission trip to Eastern Kentucky
ALBION – Living the Adventure Minis-
tries, in partnership with the United Meth-
odist Mountain Mission and UMCOR, 
is leading a trip to Eastern Kentucky on 
March 12-18. 
The team will be working on the ongoing 
recovery from the July 2022 floods. We 
are looking for team members to travel 
with us. If you are interested in learning 
more about this trip, contact Matt Henson 
(618-830-6670 or matt@livingtheadven-
ture.net). The cost of the trip is $350/
person.

Mission Trip to the Philippines
A Volunteer in Mission trip to Abra, Philip-
pines will be from May 16 to 30.

Registration and a $500 deposit toward 
the $3,500 total cost is due now.
Download the brochure to learn more 
at: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EI
sENoBaBy2EB5hcKGR4pRSD6vSe3eqH/
view?usp=sharing 

Youth 2023
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. – Youth 2023 will 
be held at Dayton Beach, Fla. July 25-28.
Every four years, youth from throughout 
The United Methodist Church have gath-
ered for four days of discipleship, fun, and 
fellowship at the YOUTH event. The event 
is filled with interactive learning, worship, 
Bible study, service opportunities, and 
fellowship time.
Adult leaders who bring youth to our 
event can expect inspiration, support, and 
chances to authentically experience what 
it means to be part of the Methodist and 
Wesleyan family.
Learn more by visiting: https://www.igrc.
org/calendardetail/15841704 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Cunningham Home Chaplain
Cunningham Children's Home in Urbana, 

IL is looking to hire a Chap
lain to 

help fulfill the mission of Cunningham 

Children’s Home in providing spiritual 

support to youth and families. For more 

information, visit: https://www.igrc
.org/

classifiedsdetail/chaplain-17
165796  and 

click on the link to apply.

Photo courtesy of Judith Unger

Front row – Judith Unger, Indiana, and 
Diana Elder, Wisconsin, ended up in 
IGRC!

WHY STAY UNITED METHODIST?
Of bolts and clouds

BY JIM BARNETT

My goal for today, after I finish 
writing this article, is to adjust the 
play in the clutch pedal on my 1963 
Massey Ferguson TO35. It is a task 
which I approach with “fear and 
trepidation!” 

The thing is that I am not mechanically inclined. 
Manufactured “things” rely on certain specs, 
tolerances, torques, and viscosities. There really 
is no “wiggle room”. Manufactured things like 
engines require that every piece meet exact design 
requirements. If they are not exactly the same, 
things just don’t work. That’s the way it is with man-
made items (art being the exception). Uniformity is 
the name of the game.

As I lay in bed this morning thinking through 
this daunting task before me, a thought crossed 
my mind – we clergy often refer to such things 
and Divine inspiration. Things which are made, 
manufactured by man whether clutch, bolt, brick, or 
board, have to be uniform. 

In contrast, that which is created by God is 
generally not uniform. Things created by God are 
unique, different, diverse. Give this a little thought. 
There is not one cloud, tree, mountain, river, rock, or 
sunset which are identical. Look at your hands. No 
other person on earth (past or present) has same 
prints as you. Remember what we have been told 
about snowflakes? Not one of them are alike. It sort 
of gives a person the impression that God does not 
lean toward uniformity but rather revels in diversity.

God likes the diversity. God likes God’s creative 
work. Just consider for a moment the words of 
Exodus 20:25 – “And if thou wilt make me an altar 
of stone, thou shalt not build it of hewn stone: for 
if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted 
it.” (KJV) Some folks might consider this a stretch, 
but I get the clear impression that God is more in 
to “creating” than “manufacturing”. I believe that 
God isn’t so much into uniformity (a product of the 
hands of humanity) as God is in to diversity.

I suppose that you can see where I am going with 
this. When you and I do theology, words about 
God (Theo – God/Logos – words), I am wondering 
why folks make such a big deal about uniformity. 
If God the Creator revels in diversity, how is it that 
we lift up our theological tests upon other people’s 
understandings of who God is and how God relates 
to humanity in order to gain/force conformity? Is 
there no “wiggle room” in doing theology? 

If theology is something manufactured to precision, 
there is no “doing” in it. Theology has become static. 
It seems to me that standardized theology would 
have difficulty in fitting into the mind/soul of a 
radically diverse created humanity. Everyone seems 
to lament the decline of Christianity but rarely is 
much consideration given to the possibility that 
manufactured theology just does not fit very well 
into diversely created minds and souls. 

Could it be that the Master Creator who revels in 
the uniqueness of all things created has designed 
the human creature in such a way that diversity 
of thought and expression (even in all things 
theological) invites us to be unique and to celebrate 
uniqueness? 

Well – off to the garage where I will have to deal 
with the constraints of a manufactured product. 
Somehow, I feel much more comfortable with 
exploring the creative work of God!

(Rev. Jim Barnett is conference superintendent of the 
Vermilion River District and shares superintending 
responsibilities in the Illinois River District.)

STAY METHODIST CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

2   |   M A R C H  2 0 2 3   |   T H E  C U R R E N T T H E  C U R R E N T    |    M A R C H  2 0 2 3   |   3

https://www.igrc.org/peacewithjustice
https://www.igrc.org/peacewithjustice
mailto:christina.krost%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:christina.krost%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sheryl%40champaignfaith.org?subject=
mailto:sheryl%40champaignfaith.org?subject=
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/2023BishopsConfirmationRally
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/2023BishopsConfirmationRally
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.igrc.org/disasterresponse
https://www.igrc.org/disasterresponse
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/lrdsrdyouthrally
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/lrdsrdyouthrally
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/youthrally54
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/youthrally54
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/youthrally
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/youthrally
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/CrashCourseinYouthMinistry
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/CrashCourseinYouthMinistry
https://www.kidsconference.org
https://www.kidsconference.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EIsENoBaBy2EB5hcKGR4pRSD6vSe3eqH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EIsENoBaBy2EB5hcKGR4pRSD6vSe3eqH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EIsENoBaBy2EB5hcKGR4pRSD6vSe3eqH/view?usp=sharing
https://www.igrc.org/calendardetail/15841704
https://www.igrc.org/calendardetail/15841704
https://www.igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/chaplain-17165796
https://www.igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/chaplain-17165796


BY REV. DR. LOVETT H. WEEMS JR.

During denominational debates on 
homosexuality, some have repeatedly 
complained that General Conference 
legislation is ignored or violated by many. 
Some who are disaffiliating say they are 
tired of “increasing disobedience.”

History shows us that ignoring General Conference 
legislation did not begin with the issue of homosexuality. 
Such resistance has a long history. This article highlights 
historical examples from United Methodism and its prede-
cessor bodies when clergy, laity, bishops and conferences 
rejected, through their actions, legislation passed by the 
General Conference. 

HISTORICAL EXAMPLES
Slavery: The Christmas Conference in 1784 con-

demned slavery as an “abomination” and required all mem-
bers holding slaves to set them free or withdraw from the 
Society. There was immediate and massive disobedience.

Women Lay Representation: Women were not allowed 
as General Conference delegates in 1888 when the Kansas, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, Pittsburgh and Rock River Confer-
ences of The Methodist Episcopal Church elected women 
delegates despite the prohibition of their action. The group 
of five, including Frances Willard, the most prominent 
Methodist woman of the time, were denied seating.

Women Clergy Rights (United Brethren): The 1857 
United Brethren General Conference prohibited women 
from being licensed to preach. Union Biblical Seminary 
was founded as the denominational seminary “under the 
control of the General Conference” in 1869. When classes 
began, women were admitted on the same basis as men 
with all seminary offerings available to them. Despite 
prohibitions against licensing women to preach, the Pleas-
ant Valley quarterly conference issued a license to Maggie 
Thompson in 1874. In 1876, her name was submitted to 
the committee on applicants of the Indiana Conference, 
along with the names of nine men. She was approved. 

Women Clergy Rights (Methodist Protestant): The 
Methodist Protestant General Conference in 1870 disap-
proved the ordination of women. In 1875, the Kansas 
Conference ordained Pauline Martindale as elder. Anna 
Howard Shaw, the second woman to graduate from Boston 
University School of Theology, was ordained by the New 
York Conference of The Methodist Protestant Church in 
1880. In 1884, the General Conference rescinded her or-
dination as “out of order.” The annual conference ignored 
the action, and Shaw continued to serve and be recognized 
by that conference. In 1889, Eugenia St. John was ordained 
elder by the Kansas Conference.

Clergy Performing Marriages for Divorced People: 

From as early as 1884, most United Methodist predeces-
sor groups forbade clergy from performing marriages 
for divorced individuals who had a living former spouse, 
except for the innocent party in the case of adultery. Calls 
for increased enforcement and increased penalties indicate 
that pastoral situations led clergy to violate this restric-
tion. In 1928, the Methodist Episcopal Church retained the 
language about divorce but gave the final decision about 
performing weddings to the pastor. However, the more re-
strictive language for clergy performing wedding ceremo-
nies continued in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
and the Methodist Protestant Church until the formation 
of The Methodist Church in 1939 when the Methodist 
Episcopal language from 1928 was adopted.

Racial Equality. In the 1960s, many white Method-
ist churches still refused admittance of Black people to 
worship, a practice forbidden since 1884. One prominent 
confrontation came on Easter Sunday 1964 when a biracial 
group including two Methodist bishops, James K. Mathews 
and Charles Golden, was denied admission to Galloway 
Memorial Methodist Church in Mississippi. It was com-
mon in those days for churches to pass racial exclusion 
policies with total disregard for official denominational 
policies and beliefs. 

Clergy Smoking. Beginning in 1880 by action of Gen-
eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church (and 
continued in The Methodist Church), those approved as 
clergy had to promise to “abstain from the use of tobacco.” 
In 1960, the abstinence was continued but moved from a 
question to be answered to a statement of the requirement, 
before ending in 1968. In some cases, the bishops who 
asked the questions were smokers themselves. 

CONTEMPORARY EXAMPLES
Rebaptism. It is interesting that the “no pastor shall 

re-baptize” prohibition is literally next to the prohibition 
on conducting same-sex ceremonies in the Book of Dis-
cipline. Conversations with bishops and district superin-
tendents indicate that the frequency of reports coming to 
them regarding baptism practices by pastors at odds with 
the Discipline (rebaptism as well as refusing to baptize an 
infant) are far more common than reports regarding pas-
tors performing same-sex ceremonies.  

Open Itineracy. Today there are still congregations 
who refuse the appointment of a woman as pastor and who 
refuse the appointment of clergy of a different race from 
that of the congregation in explicit violation of church law.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
The purpose of this article is neither to justify nor 

condemn these violations. It is to document disobedience 
on a range of issues to show that universal compliance with 
General Conference decisions has regularly been violated 

throughout our history. Such actions occurred well before 
legislation related to homosexuality appeared and has 
taken place across a wide range of subjects.

Why are some broken rules easily tolerated while 
others, as in the case of homosexuality, bring the denomi-
nation to the brink of schism? There likely are various 
reasons that include what is happening in the larger society 
as much as what is happening within the church. Timing is 
surely a factor. Issues such as slavery, women’s clergy rights 
and lay representation are issues that once divided Meth-
odists but no longer do so.

As with all rule-making bodies, the General Confer-
ence has power to act only to the extent that those actions 
carry with them sufficient credibility and moral author-
ity to be accepted. When that is not the case, those in the 
United Methodist traditions have responded in one of 
several ways. The most common response has been some 
type of rejection, resistance and advocacy for change. Such 
defiance occurs on a continuum from statements of oppo-
sition to outright disobedience of the rule.

The point of these illustrations is not that General 
Conference actions are meaningless and that violations do 
not matter. Both are important. In some cases, the viola-
tions are inconsequential and are properly ignored. At 
other times, General Conference actions strike at the heart 
of who we are and are rightfully enforced. But, as history 
shows us, there are those times when the violations are 
examples of tendencies to overreach and control beyond 
the moral consensus of large segments of the church.

However, when one claims that some of those manda-
tory actions are truly necessary because of the doctrinal, 
theological and moral consequences of disobedience, it is 
hard to justify selecting only one, homosexuality, for such 
intricate and detailed enforcement mechanisms. Legisla-
tion must rest on a broadly shared consensus that it is 
necessary, right and consistent with John Wesley’s passion 
that all come to know the love of God revealed in Jesus 
Christ. For many, the actions of General Conference on 
homosexuality do not meet these minimum criteria of be-
ing necessary, right and grace-filled. 

(This article draws from “Methodism’s History of Re-
jection of General Conference Actions on Issues Other 
than Homosexuality” by Lovett Weems, Methodist His-
tory, Vol. 60, No. 1, 2022, Copyright © 2022 The Penn-
sylvania State University, University Park, PA. Used by 
permission.)

(Rev. Dr. Lovett Weems is distinguished professor of church 
leadership emeritus and senior consultant of the Lewis Cen-
ter for Church Leadership at Wesley Theological Seminary in 
Washington, D.C.)
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IGRC to host jurisdictional symposium
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Commission on Archives and History will host the North 
Central Jurisdictional Historical Convocation July 10-13 in 
Springfield.
Registration will be online beginning March 1 at: https://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/NCJConvocation. Cost for the three-
day event will be $125 plus hotel accommodations.

The theme for the convocation is Lincoln Among the 
Methodists. Participants will dine at the Lincoln Presiden-
tial Library after spending time touring the $120 million 
museum (tickets are included). 

Attendees will visit Lincoln’s Home and Lincoln’s Tomb in 
Springfield. They will travel to Peter Cartwright UMC in 
Pleasant Plains where they will tour the newly=renovated 
Cartwright Museum and encounter the 19th century 
circuit riding preacher himself (portrayed by IGRC retired 
pastor Joel Catlin. There will also be a mission project at 
the Midwest Mission Distribution Center, a jurisdictional 

ministry of The United Methodist Church with which 
participants will take part.

Presentations by Dr. Samuel Rogal and others will ad-
dress different aspects of the theme with original histori-
cal research.

For more information, contact Paul Black, IGRC staff 
liaison to the IGRC Commission on Archives and History 
at pblack@igrc.org or call (217) 529=2824.

Newhall to preach Prentice Sermon 
LEWISTOWN – IGRC retired pastor, the 
Rev. Alan Newhall, will be preaching the 
annual Prentice Sermon at the Lewis-
town UMC on Sunday, April 23, at 9 a.m.
Rev. Newhall served 41 years in active 
ministry, retiring in 2008 from East Peo-
ria: First UMC. 

The Prentice Sermon began with a bequest from a Meth-
odist layman in Springfield to honor a group of persons 

who are well known for their untiring proclamation of the 
Gospel, the pioneer Methodist circuit riding preachers. 

Hiram Buck Prentice made his bequest to the Illinois 
Conference in 1922 to pay the expenses of one of the 
ministers of the Illinois Conference to preach upon the 
topic, “the Ministry and service as exemplified by the 
lives and labors of pioneer preachers of the Illinois  
Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church.” 
The location of the annual sermon rotates throughout  
the conference.

Methodists were among the first to establish a presence 
in Fulton County, which was formed from a part of Pike 
County in 1823. 

The other sermon series, typically the third Sunday in Oc-
tober, is the Peter Cartwright Memorial Sermon at Peter 
Cartwright UMC in Pleasant Plains.

Both sermon series are sponsored by the IGRC Commis-
sion on Archives and History.

L O C A L  C H U R C H
N E W S

SPRINGFIELD FIRST CELEBRATES FIRST YEAR, 
PLANS FOR FALL WITH PRESCHOOL MINISTRY
BY GINA SOLOMON
Springfield First UMC

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield First 
Preschool is celebrating their first year in 
existence. The preschool, which serves 3-, 
4- and young 5-year-olds, is a ministry of 
Springfield First UMC.

The preschool is designed to provide 
an environment based on Christian 
values that will help children and families 
develop mentally, socially, physically, 
and spiritually.  Parents and/or guardians 
are encouraged to participate in the 
classroom, with optional involvement 
choices for those who cannot be available 
during class times. This reflects the 
desire to involve the entire family in 
helping each child to learn and develop. 
The learning environment vision is play 
based, with a developmentally appropriate 
curriculum that aligns with the Illinois 
Early Learning Standards. 

Kacey Belitsos, Early Life and 
Preschool Director, has done an 
amazing job of organizing and leading 
this adventure. Kacey has a bachelor’s 
degree in education and more than 
10 years’ experience in the education 
field teaching middle and high school, 

online, homebound, and then down 
to the preschool level where she found 
her passion for teaching students in the 
early childhood years. Seeing children 
grow through discovery and interaction 
with the world God created is one of her 
greatest joys. 

Students not only enjoy a wonderful 
indoor classroom, but a unique outdoor 
classroom as well. The large fenced 
outdoor space was built specifically for 
the preschool. This space is utilized year-
round with plans for planting a vegetable 
garden this spring. Outside of daily class, 
students and families participate in giving 
back to the community by preparing 
snack bags monthly for the meal ministry 
as well as enjoying field trips and nights 
out. 

“We are a class family and look 
forward to the adventures that await us 
the rest of the year!” said Belitsos. “Most 
importantly, our students are learning 
by engaging with their peers, adults, and 
the classroom environment in a kind and 
helpful way.”

Registration is now open for 
the 2023-2024 school year. For more 
information please visit the preschool 

website www.springfieldfirst.org/
preschool/  or contact Kacey Belitsos:  
kbelitsos@springfieldfirst.org. 

Also on our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/
SpringfieldFirstPreschool/

SPRINGFIELD

PRESCHOOL
FIRST

FALL ENROLLMENT  

217.793.9760    springfieldfirst.org
OPEN NOW!

Holy Stitchers benefit local charity
The Holy Stitchers began as a crochet and 
knitting group of the Watseka First UMC. 
Two workshop days were held in January. 

The group joined together with members 
of the Milford UMC and Calvary Lutheran 
Church and other volunteers to use another 
stitching method to make comfort bears for 
Harbor House in Watseka. The group com-
pleted 27 bears in various prints. 

Members of the group include Rhonda 
Leitz, Debi Custer, Jeanne Brown, Melinda 
Day, Barb Curry, Joanne Wheeler, Helen 

Gerber, Juanita Muller, Gretchen Elliott, Lynn 
Price, and Sherry Johnson, and Pastor Darla 
Holden. We are so grateful for those who 
cut, sewed, attached eyes and noses and 
stuffed these comfort bear creations. The 
Holy stitchers have blessed these bears that 
they will be a comfort for those who receive 
them. 

Those pictured, from left are Rev. Holden, 
Debi Custer, Rhonda Leitz, Helen Gerber, 
Barb Curry, Melinda Day, and Jeanne Brown.

Photo courtesy of Darla Holden

Asia and the Philippines). That would take 
years of amendments to the Book of Discipline 
(our church law). Then once regionalized, 
some changes regarding human sexuality 
might happen.

Have some conferences and bishops 
broken church law and covenant over issues? 
Yes. However, the vast majority have not. 
Because of that, some people have left the 
denomination because we are too conservative 
for them and not moving fast enough, while 
others have left the denomination because 
they fear a progressive movement and want to 
insure they are in a place where such cannot 
happen.

Practically and realistically, I would find 
something else to argue about, worry about, 
or consume myself about than the Split of 
the United Methodist Church. It’s more like a 
splintering. I would add that we need not and 

should not disparage those who wish to go 
another way, and if you are one of those who 
feels like they need to go to another church to 
be faithful, I would pray that you feel like you 
can without judgment or hindrance. My hope 
is that all of us are informed by the truth and 
facts, not hearsay and “people are saying.”

I would end with Paul’s words to the 
Philippians: “Finally, brothers and sisters, 
whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever 
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything 
is excellent or praiseworthy—think about 
such things. Whatever you have learned or 
received or heard from me, or seen in me—
put it into practice. And the God of peace will 
be with you.”

(Sky McCracken is senior pastor of First UMC 
in Jackson, Tenn., in the Tennesse-Western 
Kentucky Conference and has served as a 
General Conference delegate)

STAY METHODIST CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Photos courtesy of Springfield First UMC
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WASHINGTON – United Methodists in this 
community are forming a new congregation. 

Following a Jan. 22 vote by Crossroads UMC to 
disaffiliate and leave the denomination, about 85 people 
met to begin the process of continuing their ministry as 
a part of The United Methodist Church. With the help of 
several dozen leaders, this group held a standing room 
only informational meeting and discerned a call to launch 
a new United Methodist congregation in their community. 

On Jan. 29, they gathered more than 100 people 
together for worship and prayer in the pole barn of one of 
its participants. The following week they met with about 
130 people in a bigger barn just outside of Washington. 

On Feb. 5  this new congregation began meeting at 10 
a.m. for Sunday worship at Central Primary School in 
Washington.

Rev. Dr. Curtis Brown, a denominational staff 
consultant with the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of 
The United Methodist Church, has been organizing and 
coaching the leaders of this emerging congregation as a 
new church plant. 

 “There is an amazing spirit among this group. They 
are, of course, sad that their church home decided to 
leave the denomination,” Brown said. “However, I’ve been 
impressed with the way that they have put their trust in 
God to help them find a new way of following Jesus as a 
new congregation.

“Even more, many are reporting spiritual renewal and 
revival as they work on extending Christ’s love through a 
new engaging and inclusive United Methodist Church. It’s 
been a real blessing to walk with them, and I believe that 
they are a becoming a great blessing to their community!”

Washington resident Erin Curry has attended the 
first services of the new congregation. “For the past two 
Sundays, I’ve attended church in a barn with a group of 
people from all generations from my community who 

strive to develop a church community that encourages 
questions, understands doubt, and is inclusive of everyone 
as they are. I’m excited to see how this community grows,” 
she said.

The United Methodist Church is a global Christian 
denomination of 6.4 million members in over 31,000 
congregations. With almost 800 churches in central and 
southern Illinois, the Illinois Great Rivers Conference has 
been connecting and supporting congregations in our 
communities for 200 years. While Crossroads UMC is 
completing its process to leave the denomination over the 
next few months, the new Washington United Methodist 
Fellowship and Evangelical United Methodist Church will 
continue their ministries in the greater Washington area 
as part of The United Methodist Church.

The Washington United Methodist Fellowship is 
welcoming the community to join them as they continue 
to grow and plan for an exciting future. Leaders are 
actively forming ministry teams, planning for service 
opportunities, and discussing a name for their new 
congregation. More information can be found at 
www.WashingtonUMFellowship.com  or by emailing 
WashingtonUMFellowship@gmail.com

UNITED METHODISTS FORM NEW 
CHURCH IN WASHINGTON

Congregation comprised of persons from Crossroads UMC  
that wish to remain United Methodists following disaffiliation vote

F E A T U R E
S T O R Y
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Landing page created for resources on remaining 
United Methodist
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – IGRC Communications, in response to 
many United Methodists wanting a one-stop location for 
resources on The United Methodist Church, has created 
a landing page that can assist congregations in its dis-
cernment process and those who are part of departing 
congregations who wish to remain in The United Meth-
odist Church.

“Between social media and various websites that have 
taken on an aggressive posture in recruiting people and 
congregations away from The United Methodist Church, 
it was apparent that there was a need to present the 
other side of the story as well as take a more affirmative 
role in telling the United Methodist story,” said Paul Black, 
IGRC Director of Communication Ministries. “In making 
more than 45 presentations in IGRC churches, where I 
have provided lists of resources available, many would 
rather have one location where all of these are aggre-
gated. And so, this led to the creation of the #BeUMC 
landing page within the conference website.”

The landing page, found at: www.igrc.org/beumc includes 
reflections by IGRC individuals in the five photo carousel. 
Included are stories of those that have participated in 
discernment processes as well as the pain experienced 
when a majority does not take the entire congregation 
into consideration in their rush to leave.

The section, “Featured Links,” includes some of the most 
requested resources, which presently  includes:

• A list of options available to those that wish to 
remain UMC

• A comparison chart between The United Methodist 
Church and the Global Methodist Church (using the 

language of both denomination’s church law – The 
UMC Book of Discipline and the GMC’s Proposed 
Book of Doctrines and Discipline, without specula-
tion and spin that puts one in a positive light and 
the other negatively)

• A link for persons to register their membership with 
the Conference General Roll as a transition step 
toward finding a new church home when the home 
church is leaving

• Questions to consider in a congregational discern-
ment process

Included on the landing page are links to other like-
minded groups, such as: Proud to Be UMC, which in-
cludes Rev. Adam Hamilton’s video responses to a video 
series produced by Good News President Rob Renfroe; 

That We May Be One; Celebrate UMC; Stay UMC, as well 
as resources developed in other annual conferences, The 
Real United Methodist Church and the Who We Are and 
the UMC.

“The United Methodist Church has a compelling story 
that needs to be a part of any discernment process,” 
Black said. “When only one side is presented or it is 
filtered by leadership without providing balance, the 
process suffers. This is an opportunity for members to 
decides their futures. But the process is healthy only 
when various voices are heard.”

The choice of disaffiliating or staying UMC does not rest 
with your pastor or even a small, close-knit leadership 
circle within the church. It is your choice.

Timeline of a church start
Here’s a summary of what has happened since the 
formation of the Washington UM Fellowship:

• Worship Attendance has grown from 100 people 
Jan. 29 to 140 people Feb.12

• The congregation has secured the use of a local 
school to meet for Sunday morning worship

• Seven small groups with 80 participants have 
been formed for discipleship

• Leaders have been identified and members 
have been recruited into a dozen different teams, 
including a Leadership Team that can function 
as a Church Council

• A Planning Retreat was held Feb. 18 to estab-
lish vision and mission, identify a name for the 
church and begin discussion of a pastoral profile.

• IGRC Congregational Development has ap-
proved a $60,000 start-up grant and participants 
are already donating on a regular basis

• Bishop Beard has recognized the Washington 
UM Fellowship as a new church plant and has 
been assigned Conference Advance Special 
#6701 for receiving donations.

• The congregation hopes to hold a Constituting 
Charge Conference and welcome Charter  
Members before Easter

As a few churches are taking votes to disaffiliate 
from The United Methodist Church, the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference has taken some steps to make sure 
that everyone who wishes to remain a 

Curtis Brown, IGRC Director of Connectional 
Ministries and Sam Rodriguez, IGRC Director of 
Congregational Development, are leading the effort. 
“Our goal is that nobody falls through the cracks as a 
congregation leaves the denomination,” Brown said. “We 
want everyone to have the option of continuing in as a 
United Methodist connected to a vital congregation that 
is making disciples and transforming the world.”

The IGRC is implementing a three-tiered strategy. 

 • Forming new congregations among those 
wishing to remain United Methodist. 
Immediately following a congregational vote to 
disaffiliate, the District Superientendent is offering 
an opportunity for those who wish to remain United 
Methodist to meet, discuss, and discern their next 
steps. When there is a large enough group with 
enough leaders who are feeling the call to start a 
new congregation, those leaders are supported and 
coached through the process of launching a new 
United Methodist Church.

 • Forming United Methodist Fellowships. These 
are groups of United Methodists who discern that 
they would prefer to join existing congregations 
for worship, discipleship, and service, but that they 

want to stay connected to other United Methodists 
in their community. These Fellowship groups meet 
monthly for shared prayer, worship, and support, 
and the IGRC works to put them under the care of 
a nearby United Methodist pastor. In this way, they 
continue to be supported in their discipleship, but 
without the intensity of starting a new congregation 
from scratch.

 • The IGRC Sanctuary Church Network. This is 
a forming network of United Methodist churches 
willing to host individuals and small groups who 
no longer feel comfortable in their former churches 
following a disaffiliation vote. Sanctuary Churches 
have strong online and virtual ministries in order to 
connect with people who may live inconveniently 
far away from the church. Sanctuary Churches also 
have a deep commitment to the denomination and 
a culture rooted in United Methodist ways. This 
network is still forming, and if your church would 
like to receive more information about participating, 
contact Curtis Brown at cbrown@igrc.org.

The most important step in remaining United 
Methodist after a disaffiliation vote in your congregation 
is to make sure that we know you’d like to remain a part 
of The United Methodist Church. You can do this by 
completing the sign-up form found at: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/RemainingUnitedMethodist

Options for remaining United Methodist
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BY ALAN WILD

WILMORE, Ky.  – When Georgia Dobson and Haley 
Smith saw on TikTok that a spiritual revival was taking 
place at Asbury University, they knew they had to go see it 
for themselves. The friends, both 16, live in New Albany, 
Indiana, just across the Ohio River from Louisville and 
about a 90-minute drive from Wilmore.

“It’s so close,” Haley said Wednesday, Feb. 15, as she and 
Georgia stood outside Hughes Memorial Auditorium on 
the Asbury campus, waiting to go inside where a student-
led revival, dubbed by some the “outpouring,” was in its 
eighth day and showing no signs of ending anytime soon.

Added Georgia, “We want to be a part of it.”
The two were among at least 100 people in line 

waiting to go into the auditorium, where the revival has 
continued day and night and spilled onto additional sites 
on the campus and across the street at Asbury Theological 
Seminary. It began Feb. 8 after what appeared to be a 
routine chapel service. Since then, aided by TikTok, 
Facebook, and other social media, word has spread far 
and wide and at last count had attracted people of all 
ages, including students from at least 20 colleges and 
universities, both Christian and secular.

Bishop Leonard Fairley, who is currently leading a 
tour in the Holy Land, said he supports the movement at 
Asbury “and everywhere the Spirit deems to move.” He 
also expressed excitement that the revival is being led by 
young people.

University staff and other longtime residents of 
the area have expressed amazement and awe at what 
is transpiring in Wilmore, attributing the organic and 
student-driven awakening to the Holy Spirit. They noted 
that Asbury, a private school founded in 1890 with roots 
in The United Methodist Church, has a history of such 
revivals. But this one, they say, is special in its size, scope, 
and power, drawing comparisons to a revival in 1970 
that went for a week and a half and drew thousands of 
pilgrims – much as this one is doing.

The scene on the greenspace outside Hughes 
Auditorium on this sunny, springlike day was peaceful, 
but energetic and festive. People were coming to and 
going from the auditorium. Media crews from Lexington 
and elsewhere were interviewing people; small groups 
were gathered together praying; children ran and played 
on the periphery. People waited patiently in line to go 
inside the auditorium as others in front of them left and 
room opened up.

“The unity is beautiful,” said Donna Cherry, 65, 
of Indianapolis, who traveled to Wilmore with JoAnn 
Richmond, 83, and Karen Mitchell, 48. They had arrived 
a few hours earlier, “just to be in the presence of God,” 
Mitchell said. “This is just the beginning.” They also had 
learned of the revival on social media.

They, like others interviewed and posts on social 
media, were struck by the low-key but powerful spirit 
present – no hype, no agendas – just people of all ages, 

races, and walks of life, coming together to worship 
Christ.

Cherry said that when she was active in a United 
Methodist church in the 1970s, the pastor had two 
daughters attending Asbury who had experienced revival. 
“So, I knew it was real,” she said of this event. 

“The kingdom of God is here,” Richmond said. “You 
can feel it.”

Sarah, 33, who did not provide her last name, was in 
line with two other people from Monticello, Kentucky. 
They also had learned of it on social media. “We’re just 
here to check out the movement,” she said.

Kayla Mattox and Tyler Frye, both 27 and students 
at the seminary, also were in line to check it out. Frye 
said the feeling across the campuses has been different 
since the revival broke out. “The spirit’s presence is in the 
classrooms, too,” Mattox said.

Rev. Jim McIlrath, 70, a retired elder from the South 
Georgia Annual Conference, was sitting outside the 
auditorium as the line slowly filed past. He said he was 
present at the February 1970 revival, doing some janitorial 
work on campus at the time. He said someone came into 
the campus library and shouted for people to “get over to 
the chapel; the Holy Spirit is moving!”

McIlrath said he’ll never forget the scene – people 
lining up to give personal testimony, sometimes four deep 
kneeling at the altar. It lasted 10 days. When he arrived 
this week, he said, he felt the same sense of God’s spirit in 
the room.

“I’m so privileged. How many people can say they’ve 
been through two of these things?” He said that “there’s 
something about this place (Hughes Auditorium) that’s 
unique,” adding that he heard of similar revivals in 1905, 
1923, and 1950.

Rev. Dr. Esther Jadhav, the university’s associate 
vice president of intercultural affairs, also mentioned 
the smaller revivals that have periodically taken place 
through the years at Asbury, But this one, she said, is 
something special.

“God’s presence has been tangible,” she said. “Our 
students, faculty, staff have just shared across the school 

that they have been experiencing God.”
Revs. Shirley and George Burke, co-pastors of the 

UMC church community Agape Fellowship in Louisville, 
also were present Wednesday. They also were drawn to 
Wilmore after hearing about the revival.

Shirley Burke said she was amazed at the range of 
ages of the people present and also how far many have 
traveled. She sat next to someone in the auditorium from 
San Antonio, Texas. Like others, she said the common 
theme is that people just want to gather and worship the 
Lord.

“I’ve just sensed that people are hungry and thirsty 
for God. You can feel it,” she said.

Rev. D. Merricks, pastor of Wilmore UMC, a couple 
of blocks from the auditorium, said he first ventured 
down to the revival Friday morning, mainly out of 
curiosity. He stayed about an hour.

“Within a few moments of being there, I felt a sense 
of peace in the room. That’s probably the best way to put 
it,” he said. His church and GCF Vineyard, another church 
that shares the Wilmore UMC building, have hosted an 
overflow space in the building as needed. Meantime, they 
are mostly carrying on with their normal church activities 
as best they can, given the parking challenges with so 
many visitors.

“My experience is that this is very real,” Merricks said. 
“They’re calling it the ‘outpouring.’ I think that’s a good 
term for it.”

Rev. Dr. Iosmar Alvarez, superintendent of the 
Kentucky Annual Conference’s Lexington District, is also 
among the Kentucky UMC clergy who have been to the 
revival. Many of them have posted about the experience 
online, including video clips.

Alvarez and his wife, Rev. Zulayne Alvarez, senior 
pastor at Fuente de Avavamiento in Lexington, were there 
Tuesday evening with their two daughters. It was his 
second time at the revival, and Alvarez said he wanted the 
girls to see it for themselves.

In an email, he wrote: “I experienced a Spirit-led 
revival that began with repentance among the young 
adults, college kids and have now extended to all 
generations. … I saw people from all generations, no 
labels, no distinction of race worshiping the One King 
who has no equal, Jesus Christ.”

As to how long the revival lasts, people said they 
will stay as long as the Holy Spirit leads them to stay. But 
the hope is that this will help to spark a widespread and 
lasting revival, and there have been secondhand reports 
online and at the revival of students returning to their 
campuses and revivals breaking out there, as well.

“It’s just really, really cool” to see God at work, said 
Haley, the 16-year-old from Indiana. She and Georgia 
planned to be there as long as they sensed the Lord’s 
leading them to stay.

(Alan Wild is a communicator for the Kentucky Conference 
of The United Methodist Church)

We’re witnessing ‘A Surprising Work of God’
BY THOMAS H. MCCALL

Most Wednesday mornings at Asbury 
University are like any other. A few min-
utes before 10, students begin to gather 
in Hughes Auditorium for chapel. Stu-
dents are required to attend a certain 
number of chapels each semester, so 

they tend to show up as a matter of routine.
But this past Wednesday was different. After the bene-
diction, the gospel choir began to sing a final chorus—
and then something began to happen that defies easy 
description. Students did not leave. They were struck 
by what seemed to be a quiet but powerful sense of 
transcendence, and they did not want to go. They 
stayed and continued to worship. They are still there.
I teach theology across the street at Asbury Theologi-
cal Seminary, and when I heard of what was happen-
ing, I immediately decided to go to the chapel to see 
for myself. When I arrived, I saw hundreds of students 
singing quietly. They were praising and praying ear-
nestly for themselves and their neighbors and our 
world—expressing repentance and contrition for sin 
and interceding for healing, wholeness, peace, and 
justice.
Some were reading and reciting Scripture. Others 
were standing with arms raised. Several were clus-
tered in small groups praying together. A few were 
kneeling at the altar rail in the front of the auditorium. 
Some were lying prostrate, while others were talking 
to one another, their faces bright with joy.
They were still worshiping when I left in the late af-
ternoon and when I came back in the evening. They 
were still worshiping when I arrived early Thursday 
morning—and by midmorning hundreds were filling 
the auditorium again. I have seen multiple students 
running toward the chapel each day.
By Thursday evening, there was standing room only. 
Students had begun to arrive from other universi-
ties: the University of Kentucky, the University of the 
Cumberlands, Purdue University, Indiana Wesleyan 
University, Ohio Christian University, Transylvania Uni-
versity, Midway University, Lee University, Georgetown 
College, Mt. Vernon Nazarene University, and many 
others.
The worship continued throughout the day on Friday 
and indeed all through the night. On Saturday morn-
ing, I had a hard time finding a seat; by evening the 
building was packed beyond capacity. Every night, 
some students and others have stayed in the chapel to 
pray through the night. And as of Sunday evening, the 
momentum shows no signs of slowing down.
Some are calling this a revival, and I know that in 
recent years that term has become associated with 
political activism and Christian nationalism. But let me 
be clear: no one at Asbury has that agenda.
My colleague Steve Seamands, a retired theologian 
from the seminary, told me that what is happening re-
sembles the famous Asbury Revival of 1970 he experi-

enced when he was a student. That revival shut down 
classes for a week, then went on for two more weeks 
with nightly services. Hundreds of students went out 
to share what happened with other schools.
But what many don’t realize is that Asbury has an 
even more extensive history with revivals—including 
one that took place as early as 1905 and another as 
recent as 2006, when a student chapel led to four days 
of continuous worship, prayer and praise.
Many people say that in the chapel they hardly even 
realize how much time has elapsed. It is almost as 
though time and eternity blur together as heaven and 
earth meet. Anyone who has witnessed it can agree 
that something unusual and unscripted is happening.
As an analytic theologian, I am weary of hype and 
very wary of manipulation. I come from a background 
(in a particularly revivalist segment of the Methodist-
holiness tradition) where I’ve seen efforts to manufac-
ture “revivals” and “movements of the Spirit” that were 
sometimes not only hollow but also harmful. I do not 
want anything to do with that.
And truth be told, this is nothing like that. There is no 
pressure or hype. There is no manipulation. There is no 
high-pitched emotional fervor.
To the contrary, it has so far been mostly calm and 
serene. The mix of hope and joy and peace is inde-
scribably strong and indeed almost palpable—a vivid 
and incredibly powerful sense of shalom. The ministry 
of the Holy Spirit is undeniably powerful but also so 
gentle.
The holy love of the triune God is apparent, and there 
is an inexpressible sweetness and innate attractive-
ness to it. It is immediately obvious why no one wants 
to leave and why those who must leave want to come 
back as soon as they can.
I know that God moves in mysterious ways; Jesus tells 
us that the Spirit blows where it wills (John 3:8). And 
sometimes God does what Jonathan Edwards called 
“surprising work” and what John Wesley referred to as 
“extraordinary” ministry.
I firmly believe that much of what is important and 
vital in the Christian life happens in the everyday mo-
ments—in the daily disciplines and liturgies (whether 
formal or informal), in the in-the-moment decisions 
to pursue righteousness, in acts of sacrificial love of 
neighbor, in prayers breathed in quiet desperation.

I know that these “extraordinary” acts of God are no re-
placement for the “ordinary” ministry of the Holy Spirit 
through Word and sacrament. Likewise, the “surpris-
ing” works of God are not a substitute for the long road 
of discipleship. If that were the case, as my colleague 
Jason Vickers reminds me, we would be dependent on 
this experience—rather than the Holy Spirit who gra-
ciously gives the experience—to sustain us.
But I also believe that we should be willing to recog-
nize and celebrate these astounding encounters with 
the Holy Spirit. Our Lord promises that those who 
“hunger and thirst for righteousness” will be filled. He 

promised that he would send “another Comforter” 
(KJV)—and indeed that it would be better for him to go 
away and send his Spirit.
And anyone who has spent time in Hughes Auditorium 
over the past few days can testify that this promised 
Comforter is present and powerful. I cannot analyze—
or even adequately describe—all that is happening, 
but there is no doubt in my mind that God is present 
and active.
Several current students and recent alumni tell me 
that for several years they have been praying together 
for a move of God, and they are thrilled beyond words 
to see what is happening.
I am teaching a class in theological anthropology 
at the university this semester, and as we met last 
Friday, I reminded my students that we are creatures 
made for worship and communion with Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. This is our telos, the end for which we 
were created. We are never more fully alive and whole 
than when we worship. And what we are experiencing 
now—this inexpressibly deep sense of peace, whole-
ness, holiness, belonging, and love—is only the small-
est of windows into the life for which we are made.
Clearly this is not the beatific vision of seeing Christ 
in all his glory—but if what we are seeing is even the 
faintest shadow of that reality, then what lies before us 
is unspeakable joy and holy love.
I also reminded my students that we were created to 
worship God together in unity and in communion with 
one another. Thus, the worship we are experiencing 
in the chapel must have real-life implications for our 
fellowship outside of it. This is especially important 
as we are currently working through difficult issues 
around race and ethnicity.
In previous revivals, there has always been fruit that 
has blessed both the church and society. For instance, 
even secular historians acknowledge that the Second 
Great Awakening was pivotal to bringing about the 
end of slavery in our country. Likewise, I look forward 
to seeing what fruit God will bring from such a revival 
in our generation.
At lunch on Friday, my son Josiah found me and told 
me that he and his friends had been kneeling at the 
altar and praying together. There were four people in 
his group, and they were each praying in a different 
language. He later asked me, “Is this something like 
heaven will be?” I told him I thought it was, albeit the 
faintest reflection of what “no eye has seen, what no 
ear has heard.” It is as if a tiny slice of heaven is meet-
ing us here on earth.
The Gospel is not only true but also luminously won-
derful and mysteriously beautiful. Every time I leave 
the chapel auditorium, I feel I have tasted and seen 
that the Lord is good.
(Thomas H. McCall is Timothy C. and Julie M. Tennent 
professor of theology at Asbury Theological Seminary 
in Wilmore, Ky. Reprinted from Christianity Today, www.
christianitytoday.com.)

ORGANIC SPIRITUAL REVIVAL AT ASBURY 
DRAWS THOUSAND ACROSS THE U.S.
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Disaffiliation shouldn’t result in lost history
BY JIM PATTERSON 

On Nov. 22, 1963, the day President Kennedy was 
assassinated in Dallas, the doors of First Methodist 
Church in the suburb of Richardson, Texas, were kept 
open all day long for people to pray and seek comfort.

“(The Rev.) Bob Middlebrooks insisted that the chapel 
be left open on that afternoon after it happened,” said 
Frances Long, the archivist for what is now First United 
Methodist Church Richardson and historian for the South 
Central Jurisdiction.

It would be a shame for such an interesting nugget of 
information to get lost as time goes by.

“People want to know and hear stories of support and 
concern from a church sometimes, but it's up to the 
people who love history to make sure that happens,” 
Long added.

The loss of some United Methodist history is quite 
possible if care isn’t taken as some congregations move 
toward disaffiliation. That’s why Long and other archivists 
including Ashley Boggan, top executive of the United 
Methodist Commission on Archives and History, are 
trying to get the word out.

“We have to have those local church records preserved 
in order to hold our future selves accountable to this 
moment, in order to tell this story correctly, for historians 
100 years from now,” Boggan said.

Preserving the archives of disaffiliating churches “is a very 
important thing to do,” said the Rev. Ted A. Campbell, the 
Albert C. Outler Professor of Wesley Studies at Perkins 
School of Theology at Southern Methodist University.

“When there's a disaffiliating church, families and others 
concerned with the history of that church need to know about 
their records,” Campbell said. “And we as United Methodists 
who are not disaffiliating, we need to at least take responsibility 
for our history ... up until the point of disaffiliation.

“That's part of our history as well.”

After decades of internal division about the role of LGBTQ 

people in church life, more than 2,000 United Methodist 
churches in the U.S. have been approved by their annual 
conferences to disaffiliate. That’s about 6.6% of U.S. 
congregations withdrawing since 2019 when the church’s 
disaffiliation provision took effect. 

As part of the IGRC Disaffiliation Process (https://
www.igrc.org/igrc-process-on-disaffiliation), departing 
congregations following Annual Conference ratification, 
are to facilitate the moving of historical records to the 
Conference Archives (see Phase 7 of the plan). Historical 
records include membership records and baptismal 
records, including present members who may be 
transferring their membership to another congregation or 
departing the UMC denomination with their church. 

HOW TO HELP
At the local church level, the key to preserving records 
is to reach out to the conference archivist, said 
Ashley Boggan, top executive of the United Methodist 
Commission on Archives and History. 

The IGRC Archives are located at Mt. Vernon: Wesley 
UMC. Archivist Kenyon Reed may be contacted at 
archives@igrc.org 

For those with a deeper interest in archiving, Archives 
and History offers a free 12-week online Local Church 
Historian School course. There are two versions, one for 
continuing education credit and the other without.

“It ’s really the basics: what kind of boxes to buy, what 
kind of materials to use and then how to promote your 
church's story,” Boggan said.

The Texas (294) and North Carolina (249) conferences 
have approved the most so far, and more are expected 
with at least 20 annual conferences scheduling special 
sessions in 2023 to deal mainly with church disaffiliations. 

Some of the disaffiliating churches have indicated they 
will join the Global Methodist Church. The traditionalist 
denomination, which launched last year, is recruiting 
United Methodist churches who support bans on same-
sex weddings and “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy.

C O N F E R E N C E  
N E W S

BY SUSAN CLARK
ATLANTA, Ga. – A 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck 

southern Turkey at 4:17 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 6, 2023, the 
most powerful earthquake recorded since 1939. In the 
hours that followed, at least 78 aftershocks were reported, 
followed by a second earthquake of 7.5 magnitude.

The earthquake and aftershocks also impacted 
northwest Syria, where 4.1 million people depend on 
humanitarian assistance. Syrian communities, many of 
them women and children, are simultaneously facing an 
ongoing cholera outbreak and extreme winter weather, 
including heavy rain and snow.

Thousands have been killed in both countries, and 
deaths continue to rise as rescue crews seek survivors 
in collapsed buildings. The humanitarian response 
is struggling to ramp up to meet the need among the 
devastation and winter weather.

UMCOR’s longstanding humanitarian partner, 
International Blue Crescent (IBC), has multiple offices 
and project sites in Turkey. In IBC offices, people fill 
the halls as they seek shelter, warmth, and a hot meal. 
With the devastating damage to roads, transport and 
infrastructure, IBC has received hundreds of families in 
its Kilis Community Center for shelter, warm items, and 
hot meals since the first hours Monday morning. Kilis is 
serving as a major hub for coordination and relief efforts, 
including for cross-border response into Syria.

UMCOR has released initial solidarity grants to 
IBC and Forum for Development Culture and Dialogue 

(working in Syria) to help provide tents, heaters, blankets, 
warm clothes, ready to eat meals and first aid kits to those 
who have been displaced. UMCOR staff members are also in 
touch with other partners in the region. Additional updates 
will be provided as more information becomes available. 

Please join UMCOR in prayer for the many people 
affected by these devastating earthquakes, including the 
rescue crews seeking survivors and those caring for the 
injured and displaced.

Support relief and recovery efforts for this and other 
international disasters by donating to Advance #982450.

Founded in 1940, the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief is the global humanitarian relief agency of The 
United Methodist Church. A part of Global Ministries, 
UMCOR works in more than 80 countries worldwide, 
including the United States and its territories. The 
agency’s mission, grounded in the teachings of Jesus, is 
to alleviate human suffering with open hearts and minds 
to all people. Working in the areas of disaster response 
and recovery, sustainable development and migration, 
UMCOR responds to natural or civil disasters that are 
interruptions of such magnitude that they overwhelm 
a community’s ability to recover on its own. Learn 
more about UMCOR by visiting www.umcor.org or by 
following www.facebook.com/umcor  and www.twitter.
com/umc_umcor.

(Susan Clark is the chief communications officer for Global 
Ministries and UMCOR)

UMCOR RESPONDS TO  
TURKEY-SYRIA EARTHQUAKE

Photo courtesy of International Blue Crescent

A little girl is rescued in Gaziantep, Turkey after a series of earthquakes 
hit Turkey and Syria on Monday, Feb. 6, 2023. 

Personal dignity kits 
needed in Turkey
Help Midwest Mission meet the need 
PAWNEE – Rubble. Destruction. Chaos. That’s the 
scene many in Turkey are experiencing right now. 
Some have lost their homes, others their businesses, 
others have lost loved ones. It ’s moments like these 
that those of us on the outside can be paralyzed, feel-
ing helpless when looking in on such a disparaging 
situation, not knowing what we can do.

But there is hope.

We see people from all over the world joining to-
gether to help rescue people, find shelter for others, 
deliver food and water. We watch as children are 
reunited with their parents, friendships are formed in 
the midst of loneliness and uncertainty, and we wit-
ness God’s power work within the crisis as needs are 
met, and prayers are said all over the world. 

That is what gives those within the devastation hope. 
That is what gives us hope. And, the needs in Turkey, 
paired with that hope is what moves us to action. 

Are you ready to help? 
Midwest Mission is preparing to send disaster relief 
supplies through our partner, North Star Foundation. 

During the week of Feb. 13, Inna, from North Star, 
reached out with requests for specific needs. North 
Star has a preexisting relationship with the Turkish 
Consulate, allowing shipments to enter Turkey. After 
the earthquakes, North Star immediately began to 
collect supplies, and they set up donation drop-offs 
in Boston where they are located.

Donations began coming in, but they realized some-
thing. 

It would be convenient if the hygiene supplies -- like 
shampoo, toothbrushes, towels, etc. - were packaged 
together in bags for easy distribution. At the moment, 
they are getting the individual pieces that they would 
later have to put into Ziploc bags.

Inna was on the phone telling Brad Walton, Midwest 
Mission’s Operations Manager, this and the light 
bulbs going off in his head were almost visible! 

Midwest Mission Personal Dignity Kits are exactly 
what they are needing. 

And so, Midwest Mission needs to prepare 20,000 
Personal Dignity Kits so we have what is needed 
to send to Turkey, as well as Ukraine and the other 
countries where we consistently send help. 

What can you do? 
• You can donate! Monetary donations allow us 

to quickly buy supplies in bulk, and buy what is 
being requested by Turkey. Donate by visiting:  

DIGNITY KITS CONTINUED ON PAGE 10DISAFFILIATION CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Photos by Melissa Beard, Carol Brown Totten and Erin Totten-Jones

Bishop Frank J. Beard led a group of 38 on 
a trip to the Holy Land Jan. 30-Feb. 8. The 
group includes several classes of newly-
ordained clergy. During the pilgrimage, 
the group formed community, worshipped 
together and experienced sites Jerash, 
Jericho, Madaba, Mount Nebo, Petra, 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem and the Dead Sea.

The group experienced a wet boat ride 
across the Sea of Galilee (photo 1), Petra, 
where a city was carved in intricate detail 
into the cliffsides of rose-colored rock 
(photo 2), the Temple Mount (photo 3).

Communion, celebrated Communion with 
assistance from Rev. Dr. Jacqui King as part 
of worship (photo 4).

The group awoke to sunrise over the Sea of 
Galilee at Tiberias (photo 5); and had the 
opportunity to shop at the Nisan Brothers’ 
Store in Bethlehem where a worker shows 
an olive wood carving (photo 6).  While in 
Jerusalem, the skyline of the city could be 
seen from participants’ hotel rooms with 
the gold-domed Temple Mount shining in 
the morning sun (Photo 7).
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SPRINGFIELD – God is up to something amazing in the churches of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, and we want to invite you to join us in prayer for 
God to continue to pour down the Holy Spirit on our churches, our leaders, and 
our ministries.

IGRC staff directors Curtis Brown and Sam Rodriguez are traveling across 
our Conference hosting prayer meetings to invite God set our Prairie State on 
fire with passion for Christ’s mission. Five prayer meetings were held this week 
at Jacksonville Grace, Pawnee, Decatur First, Mattoon First and Paris First. The 
remaining schedule is listed below.

Everyone is welcome to these hour-long meetings. We’ll seek God’s word 
together but spend most of our time praying for God’s blessings on our churches, 

pastors, and leaders. We’ll seek 
together God’s permission for us 
to reach out to new people in our 
communities. And we’ll seek God’s 
guidance for how our churches will 
move into a vibrant future of engaging 

a new generation with God’s love in 
Jesus Christ.

Join us at any location:

Coal City UMC 
   – Tues Mar 7 @ 10 a.m.
Normal First UMC  

  – Tues Mar 7 @ 7 p.m.
Alton Main Street UMC  

  – Wed Mar 8 @ 10 a.m.
O'Fallon First UMC  
 – Wed Mar 8 @ 3 p.m.

If you’d like to host a prayer 
meeting contact Curtis Brown 
(cbrown@igrc.org or 217-529-2442), 
and we’ll see if we can set one up!

Photo courtesy of Curtis Brown

Retired pastor, the Rev. Bob Thompson blessed the 
Prairie Fire prayer meetings by creating a stained glass 
window of the meetings’ theme image. The window has 
adorned each Prairie Fire prayer meeting in the IGRC.

Register at: 
http://www.igrc.org/bishopsopen2023

May 19th
Edgewood Golf Course  
{11am tee time, 16497 Kennedy Rd, Auburn, IL 62615}

 Bishop’s 
2023

2023 Annual Conference information released
PEORIA  – Information on the regular session of the 2023 
Annual Conference was released this week with a letter 
from Annual Conference Secretary Ethan Carnes.

The regular session will be an in-person event June 8-10 
at the Peoria Civic Center. Two special sessions – one 
on May 6 and the other on Dec. 2 – will be held virtually 
to solely consider disaffiliation agreements negotiated 
between the Conference and the departing churches.

Registration for the June session will open April 3. 
Registration for the May special session is already open, 
and persons will need to register in order to receive 
credentials for the online meeting.

Read the Annual Conference Secretary’s letter at:  
https://www.igrc.org/secretary

Download the Annual Conference checklist at:  
https://www.igrc.org/ac2023checklist

View the list of hotels in the Annual Conference block to 

make your reservation: https://www.igrc.org/ac2023hotels

Request display space in the exhibit hall at: https://www.
igrc.org/ac2023displays

All materials will be posted online at: https://www.
igrc.org/ac2023downloads. If you wish to have print 
materials mailed to you, you must request it by 
completing the request form at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/ac2023printmaterials or by contacting Paul Black, 
pblack@Igrc.org or (217) 529-2824 by April 29.

Register for the May 6 online special session at: https://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/ac2023maysession 

Journal-Yearbooks will be distributed on a CD and mailed 
in early 2024. Every clergy and lay member are entitled 
to a free Journal-Yearbook and will receive a CD unless 
you request a printed Journal-Yearbook. Make your print 
request or order additional books and CD’s at: https://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/2023journal 

UNITED MEDIA  
RESOURCE CENTERUMRC

Lenten DVD studies available to borrow from the UMRC!
Items can be sent to your church or home address and can be requested  
from the online catalog: www.igrc.org/umrc or by email: umrc@igrc.org
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage.

#106106 Finding Jesus in the Psalms: A Lenten Journey  
 (6 sessions)
#108061 He Chose the Nails (5 sessions)
#109070 In the Footsteps of the Savior: Following Jesus  
 through the Holy Land (6 sessions)
#112137 Last Supper on the Moon: The Ocean of Space, the   
 Mystery of Grace, and the Life Jesus Died for You to Have  
 (5 sessions)
#112138 Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders, Outcasts, and Outlaws  
 (6 sessions)
#116110 Passion Play: Living the Story of Christ’s Last Days  
 (6 sessions)
#119182 Savior: What the Bible Says about the Cross (6 sessions)
#119183 Seven Words: Listening to Christ from the Cross  
 (6 sessions)  
#123115 Why Easter Matters (4 sessions)
#123125 Witness at the Cross: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Friday  
 (6 sessions)

A Time 
to Plant, 
and A Time 
to Build.
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ECCLESIASTES 3:2-3

The UMRC is now located at Kumler Outreach Ministries, a ministry of the Kumler 
United Methodist Church in Springfield. The new mailing address is:

 Kumler Outreach Ministries, Attn: United Media Resource Center
 303 E North Grand Ave, Springfield IL 62702-3822

The new phone number is 217-523-2269, which is the number for Kumler 
Outreach Ministries. When the receptionist answers, ask for the United Media 
Resource Center. The UMRC hours of operation are in flux so it’s likely that you will 
need to leave a voice message. Please do so and include your name and church 
name in your message.

Questions, comments? 
Contact us at umrc@igrc.org

If you are interested in volunteering at the UMRC during weekday hours,  
please call 217-523-2269 and ask for Sharon Brown.

C O N F E R E N C E  
N E W S

Prairie Fire Prayer Meetings 
continue across the IGRC

CELEBRATE  
UMCOR SUNDAY 
MARCH 19

UMCOR Sunday is one of The United 
Methodist Church’s Special Sundays. Special 
Sundays are designated Sundays each year that 
deepen the connection between the local church 
and ministries on a global scale. Individuals and 
congregations are encouraged to give to support 
the church’s collective work with an offering.

Gifts given on UMCOR Sunday strengthen 
the church’s global humanitarian response by 
underwriting UMCOR’s administrative costs. 
This allows UMCOR to use 100 percent of 
additional funds for specific programs like U.S. 
disaster response, international disaster response, 
and global migration.  

RESOURCES
Resources are available for all ages to help 

promote and support UMCOR Sunday. Assets 
such as bulletin inserts, pew cards, videos, social 
media graphics and devotions are available in 
English, Spanish, Korean and French.

Visit: https://www.resourceumc.org/en/
churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/umcor-
sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit 

GIVING
Make a gift through your local church, 

either in person or online, by designating it for 
“UMCOR Sunday.” 

Give directly to the denomination-wide 
UMCOR Sunday Special Offering through the 
General Council on Finance and Administration 
(GCFA) at: https://umcmission.org/umcor_sunday/ 

Save 
the date!Save 
the date!

 open 

https://www.midwestmission.org/donate 

• You can also buy items for the Per-
sonal Dignity Kit from our Amazon 
shopping list and have it delivered to 
Midwest Mission. To see the list, visit: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/360CZAC62IHG0/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex 

• You can pray! Disaster Relief is both a 
marathon and a sprint. There are years 
of recovery to come in Turkey. Pray for 
the people who are in crisis, pray for 
the people who are responding, and 

pray for God’s hand in the process so 
that the people who are in need will 
receive life-saving supplies.

This is the first request for the first shipment 
- and there will be more. 

Turkey was hit by these earthquakes, but 
they are also facing the bone chilling winter 
temperatures, a lack of food and water, and 
a lack of basic necessities. This is another 
disaster in and of itself. Your donations and 
prayer will help Midwest Mission send Per-
sonal Dignity Kits, and to be ready for when 
we are called upon for more shipments.

DIGNITY KITS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Campbell said there is no reason for 
churches planning to join the Global 
Methodist Church to be leery of the 
request from The United Methodist Church 
to preserve documents.

“(Church records) absolutely should be 
with both (denominations),” Campbell said. 
“We want the records everywhere they 
can be, but by our claim as The United 
Methodist Church, we want the records — 
or at least a copy of the records.”

“That's one of the nice things about 
archives,” Long said. “We have cooperative 
relationships with both Wesleyan and 
Methodist archives and other denominations’ 
archives. ... We have to think creatively 
about how we do archives in a world that's 
experiencing this digital transformation — 
how are we staying up to speed?”

The United Methodist archives are not just for 
people with the denomination, Boggan said.

“Our denominational repository on the 
campus of Drew University is open,” 
she said. “You don't have to be United 
Methodist to come and look at our records. 
The same goes at the annual conference 
and jurisdictional levels.”

Some archives may be less convenient to 
access because they are volunteer-staffed 
and open just one or two days a week, 
Boggan said.

Church historians and genealogists 
frequent the archives, but they are not the 
only ones, Long said.

“Oh my gosh, the records in the archives 
are researched by people far and near,” 
she said. “Overall, the people who are most 
interested in the church records are people 
who want to write histories about their 
family's involvement in the church.

“They want to tell their story.”

(Jim Patterson is a UM News reporter in 
Nashville, Tenn. Paul Black, IGRC Director of 
Communications contributed to this report).

DISAFFILIATION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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