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THE BEAUTY OF EASTER 
The beauty of Easter starts with the ugliness of the cross!  
Easter is beautiful. Even in this new age of “relaxed ex-

pectations,” the beauty of Easter still shines through.  The 
emphasis on getting a new wardrobe, complete with a new hat 
or bonnet, belong to days long gone.  Very few folks approach 
their apparel choices for Easter Sunday with any intentional 
changes in mind. Easter Sunday, at least apparel wise, is just 
another Sunday.  

While I personally loved seeing the new hats, suits, dress-
es, shoes, and ties, most people apparently did not value that 
tradition enough to hang onto it. The pageantry and grandeur 
of Easter is no longer elaborate in most places.

I grew up in a tradition that cel-
ebrated and demonstrated the symbolic 
“newness” of Easter by showing up for 
worship on Easter Sunday with a new 
outfit.  The emphasis was not on the 
new clothes but on the newness of Eas-
ter itself. The Lenten Season was a time 
for laying the spiritual groundwork that 
culminated is personal and corporate 
resurgence. Easter, the celebration of 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, was 
modeled by many Christians through 
an outward physical representation of 
what they were celebrating as a com-
munity, mainly, new life because of 
Jesus Christ.

The beauty of Easter has not been 
lost nor misplaced, it has simply ex-
perienced a transition.  The beauty of 
Easter is still present and will never go 
away if we cling to the ugliness of the 
Good Friday cross. 

The redemptive work that Jesus did 
on the cross was ugly. The gruesome, 
painful death of Jesus was unattractive, 
unpleasant, and unappealing. Cruci-
fixion, by its design, was meant to be a 

public execution and a public demonstration of the power of em-
pirical Rome.  Criminals were nailed to a cross and left to die in 
humiliation and shame. This public embarrassment was meant 
to discourage others from committing similar crimes. Those 
condemned to crucifixion were often stripped of their clothes, 
tied to a post, and were publicly beaten with whips that were 
braided with bits of bone, pottery chards, and pieces of metal.

The cross was viewed as the ultimate symbol of suffering 
and shame. Yet, the writer of the book of Hebrews tells us that 
Jesus endured the cross while disregarding the shame of it, so 
that he might complete the work that God assigned. Jesus, hav-
ing endured the cross, having made intercession for fallen hu-

manity, is now seated at the right hand 
of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:2).

I love the wonderful words of the 
hymn, It is Well With My Soul.  Horatio 
G. Spafford, the hymn writer penned, 
“My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious 
thought! My sin, not in part but the 
whole, is nailed to the cross, and I bear 
it no more, praise the Lord, praise the 
Lord, O my soul!” 

Jesus’ work of redemption was fin-
ished on calvary’s cross. The ugliness of 
the crucifixion was transformed by the 
beautiful resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the grave. The resurrection is proof 
of God’s ability to turn the ugliness of 
sin into the newness and beauty repre-
sented in Easter.

Easter Sunday is a reminder that 
God, through Jesus Christ, makes all 
things new. Because of Jesus’ death on the 
cross we all can experience the beauty of 
Easter, knowing that this splendor is ours 
because of the ugliness of the cross.
God Bless
Bishop Beard
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DEATHS
IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. 
James Allen Thompson, 80, 
died March 8 in Normal.

Rev. Thompson served 24 
½ years in active ministry, 
beginning in the West Ohio, and 

including 18 in the former Central Illinois and Illinois 
Great Rivers conferences. He retired Dec. 31, 1997 
from McLean-Waynesville.

Funeral services will be 3 p.m. Saturday, May 13, at 
Bloomington Wesley UMC with a gathering from 1 
to 3 p.m.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Margaret 
Thompson, 1405 Schroeder Dr., Normal, IL  61761-3234.

IGRC retired deacon, the Rev. 
Conrad G. Steinhoff, 90, died 
March 2 in Wisconsin.

Rev. Steinhoff was a retired 
deacon, serving several years 
at Hoyleton Children and Family 

Services and at Washington Park: Grace UMC. He 
retired in 2003 and served as a supply pastor to 
Huey-Beckemeyer UMC.

A Celebration of Life Service for the Rev. Conrad 
G. Steinhoff, 90, will be 10 a.m. Saturday, June 17 
at Lebanon First UMC, with visitation from 6 to 8 
p.m. June 16 and an hour before the service at the 
church.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.

kalmermemorialservices.com/memorials/
conrad-steinhoff/5162476/index.php  

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Margaret 
Pearson, who is in the process of moving back to 
Illinois from Wisconsin. For mail sent prior to April 1, 
condolences may be sent to: Margaret Pearson, c/o 
Lebanon First UMC, 603 W. St. Louis St., Lebanon, 
IL 62254. Condolences sent after April 1 may be 
mailed to: Margaret Pearson, 600 S. Horner St., Apt. 
122, Lebanon, IL 62254.

Rev. Dr. John Shear, 66, 
spouse of the Rev. Jackie Havis-
Shear, died Feb. 24 in St. Louis.

Dr. Shear served in the 
Presbyterian Ministry for 28 
years, specializing in young 

adult and youth development and was also 
Professor of Religious Studies, teaching in Missouri 
and Illinois. Jackie Havis-Shear is a retired IGRC 
pastor serving Granite City: Trinity UMC.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://everloved.
com/life-of/john-shear/obituary/

Condolences may be sent to: Rev. Jackie Havis-
Shear, 1728A S. 10th ST., St. Louis, MO  63104-3936.

Marie Mosher, 96, widow of 
the Rev. Claude N. Mosher, died 
Feb. 22 in Peoria.

Together with her husband, 
they served 37 years of ministry, 

beginning in West Ohio Conference and later, the 
former Central Illinois Conference. Rev. Mosher 
retired in 1992 as Associate General Secretary of 
Preachers’ Aid Society and preceded her in death 
Dec. 21, 2021.

Cremation rites will be accorded. A family 
Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. 
Knapp-Johnson Funeral Home and Cremation 
Center in Morton is handling arrangements.

For a complete obituary, visit: https://www.
knappjohnson.com/obituaries/marie-
mosher, where condolences may be left for the 
family.

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. 
Tom Neufer Emswiler, 81, died 
Feb. 21.

Rev. Neufer Emswiler served 
38 years of active ministry in 
the former Kansas East, Central 

Illinois conferences and the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, retiring in 2003 from Urbana: Wesley 
and the Wesley Foundation at the University of 
Illinois, where he served as co-pastor with his 
spouse, the Rev. Sharon Neufer Emswiler.

Funeral arrangements are pending.

Condolences may be sent to the Rev. Sharon Neufer 
Emswiler, 4402 Doverbrook Dr., Champaign, IL 
61822-9363.
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APPOINTMENTS
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard appoints 
the following:

Shelly Forrest to Monmouth UMC, Spoon-LaMoine 
River (West) District, effective July 1.

Deborah Epley to Galesburg First UMC, Spoon-
LaMoine River (West) District, effective July 1. Rev. 
Epley is a clergy member of the North Alabama 
Conference and this is her first appointment in the 
IGRC.

Emily Little to Farmer City-Weedman, Embarras-
Iroquois River (East) District, effective July 1.

Nicholas Showalter to Conference 
Superintendent, Spoon-LaMoine (West) District, 
effective July 1.

Bradley Watkins II to Conference Superintendent, 
Mississippi-Sangamon River (Central) District, 
effective July 1.

Angie Lee to Conference Superintendent, 
Embarras-Iroquois River (East) District, effective 
July 1.

Stan Irvin to Conference Superintendent, 
Kaskaskia-Cache River (South) District, effective 
July 1.

Michael J. Crawford to Conference 
Superintendent, Vermilion-Illinois River (North) 
District, effective July 1.

Charliam Renner to Executive Assistant to the 
Bishop, Illinois Area Office, effective July 1.

Vincent Michael Rohn to Normal: Calvary UMC, 
Vermilion-Illinois River (North) District, effective 
July 1.

James Fielder to Moline: Riverside UMC, Spoon-
LaMoine River (West) District, effective July 1.

Donald Jackson to Danville: St. James UMC, 
Embarras-Iroquois River (East) District, effective 
July 1.

Binu Peniel to Lincoln: First UMC, Mississippi-
Sangamon River (Central) District, effective July 1.

Annelle Ruemmler to Payson UMC, Spoon-
LaMoine River (West) District, effective July 1.

Kay Goodwin to Illinois City-Pine Bluff UMC’s, 
Spoon-LaMoine River (West) District, ¾ time, 
effective July 1.

Terry Lancaster to Sheffield UMC, ¼ time and to 
Mineral UMC, ¼ time, Spoon-LaMoine River (West) 
District, effective July 1.

Patricia Wise to Batestown-Union Corner, ½ time, 
Embarras-Iroquois River (East) District, effective July 1.

Photo courtesy of Melissa Beard 
Bishop Frank J. Beard addresses 75 confirmands and adult sponsors March 25 at Springfield First UMC.

The Confirmation Rally was a time of celebration and sharing in our common connection with one another in 
Jesus Christ and our United Methodist Church family.

The day was both a time of celebration and witness.

APPOINTMENTS CONTINUED ON ADJACENT PAGE 

Connie Wieck provides update on her GBGM assignment.

Photo courtesy of Linda Harmon
Lincoln First UMC recently 
hosted a Chili Cookoff and 
Soup Supper for the public. 
Persons could sample all of 
the various type of chilis made 
by church members. The 
event was also a community 
outreach inviting persons 
to find out more about the 
church.
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Jim Barnett to Carbondale First, Kaskaskia-Cache 
River (South) District, effective July 1.

Andrew Paul Black to Vandalia First, interim 
pastor: Kaskaskia-Cache River (South) District, 
effective April 1.

Rose Mary Booker-Jones to Tremont, Vermilion-
Illinois River (North) District, effective July 1.

Lynette Barnett to Harrisburg: First, Kasaskia-
Cache River (South) District, effective July 1.

Leslie Chalupny to Sparta: First, Mississippi-
Sangamon River (Central) District, effective July 1. 
This is her first appointment in the IGRC.

Thaddeus Galloway to McLeansboro: First, 
Kaskaskia-Cache River (South) District, effective 
July 1.

David Ducommon to Robinson: Otterbein-
Hutsonville, 3/4 time, Embarras-Iroquois (East) 
District, effective July 1.

Supply not appointed
Thaddeus Galloway to Tate’s Chapel, less than 
1/4 time, Kaskaskia-Cache River (South) District, 
effective July 1. This is in addition to his full-time 
appointment to McLeansboro: First.

Change of status
Matthew’s Scott Lorimor, appointed to attend 
school, effective July 1. He previously served at 
LeRoy, Vermilion River District.

Tracy Armstrong, discontinuation of appointment, 
Spoon-LaMoine River (West) District, effective 
Dec. 31, 2022. Tracy previously served Carrollton, 
LaMoine River District.

David Meader to Medical Leave, effective Nov. 1, 
2022. He previously served at Colona, Spoon River 
District.

Gregory R. Coates, discontinuation as a local 
pastor, effective March 19. He previously served 
Glasford, Illinois River District.

Judy Williams, discontinuation of appointment, 
effective July 1. She previously served Robinson: 
Otterbein-Hutsonville, Embarras River District.

Don Shane, discontinuation of appointment, 
effective April 15. He previously served Galesburg: 
Faith, Spoon River District.

APPOINTMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Photo by Melissa Beard 
Bishop Beard with Filipino church leaders at the 
funeral in the Philippines of Socorro Granadosin, 
mother of Rev. Edward Granadosin serving East 
Alton First and Rev. Steve Granadosin, and mother-
in-law of Rev. Cecilia Granadosin — both IGRC clergy 
serving in the North Texas Annual Conference. Mrs. 
Granadosin is the widow of the late Bishop Paul 
Locke A. Granadosin.
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BY DAVID SCHULTZ
Pastor, Aledo UMC

In early December 2022, we 
received a phone call from the 
Aledo Walmart, asking if our 
church would like to receive all 
their old summer clothes and 

sandals which they were writing out of stock.
I was intrigued, but first called Gene Turner, 

one of our United Methodist clergy who has been 
appointed to the Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center. I explained the offer we had received and 
asked if the MMDC had a place for those out-of-
season items. Gene said yes, provided the items 
were new and still had tags on them. With that, we 
accepted the merchandise from Walmart.

Our plan was to distribute some of the items 
locally through agencies that help persons in need. 
So on Monday, Dec. 19, Rick Newswander, Stan 
Swank and I went to Walmart where three pallets 
of old merchandise was loaded onto Stan’s trailer. 
Altogether, Walmart gave us 43 boxes of goods 
which we unloaded into one of our Sunday School 
rooms.

After New Year’s, we began inviting select 
groups to take what they needed to help others. 
There was no way – or need – to count each piece 
of merchandise; however, I did keep track of the 
number of boxes that were distributed. Four boxes 
of goods were given away through our own Caring 
Hearts ministry. Eleven boxes went to Mercer 
County Schools to be distributed to children in 
need. Three boxes went to the Mercer County 
Family Crises Center and one box was set aside for 
Operation Christmas Child. That left 24 boxes of 
goods to be delivered to the MMDC with help from 
Bill Breeden.

Additionally, you have donated four small 
boxes of new socks which were designated for 
Ukrainian relief. Dwight and Joan Reynolds will 

take those socks to the MMDC along with 500 rice 
meal packets which you prepared on Feb. 19. Each 
packet feeds six, so you prepared enough food for 
3,000 meals! Praise the Lord!

You’re probably aware that The United 
Methodist Church is splintering. Some are saying 
that the UMC has gone off-track. But I wonder, 
“What are the tracks?” The tracks, it seems to me, 
were laid by Jesus in Matthew 28, “Go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
(vs. 19).

That mirrors the mission statement of our 
denomination which is to “make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world” (Book 
of Discipline, ¶120). Likewise, the Lord spoke 
through the prophet Micah. “He has shown all 
you people what is good. And what does the Lord 
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8).

Here at Aledo UMC, we have adapted those 
commands as our mission statement: “We exist 
to connect people to Jesus Christ.” Our mission 
statement is not only rooted in scripture; it also 
forms tracks which keep us in line. As long as we 
continue to connect people to Jesus Christ, whether 
through the proclamation of the Word, through 
acts of mercy or through any number of other 
compassionate means, then we’re on track.

I am thankfully and eternally grateful to be 
a part of a church and a denomination that is 
continuing to connect people to Jesus Christ. And 
I am especially grateful that I’m not on track by 
myself, for I know that you are joining me in this 
journey of connection people to Jesus Christ.
(Rev. David Schultz is pastor of the Aledo UMC in 
the Spoon River District. Reprinted with permission 
from the March issue of The Parish Visitor, the 
church’s newsletter.)

C H R I S T I A N
C O N V E R S A T I O N S

Clergy conversation  
with Bishop Beard
SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard is 
inviting IGRC clergy to an online Clergy 
Conversation on Wednesday, April 26.

With a special session scheduled May 6 
to deal with disaffiliation of churches, the 
conversation will center on updated infor-
mation concerning clergy issues related 
to disaffiliation.

Register online by visiting: https://igrc-
reg.brtapp.com/clergyconversation 

Bishop Beard will be doing three sessions 
on April 26 – at 9 a.m., noon and 4 p.m.

Making a Good Move webinar
SPRINGFIELD – An online seminar de-
signed to be helpful as you begin your 
new appointment as pastor and congre-
gation. Our seventh annual, Making A 
Good Move event will be an online webi-
nar on Saturday, May 13, from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.

The webinar will be in two sessions with 
a  lunch break in the middle. Register 
for the webinar at: https://www.igrc.org/
goodmove. 

Dr. Doug Anderson, former director of the 
Reuben Job Center, will be our featured 
presenter. This one-day event is designed 
to enhance your ministry and to prepare 
you and those you serve for a successful 
transition. I look forward to seeing each 
of you.

Dr. Anderson is a retired United Method-
ist pastor that continues to serve as a 
consultant, coach, preacher, interim pas-
tor, and webinar facilitator. Dr. Anderson 
is a personal friend and I am honored 
that he would join us again to share from 
his wealth of ministry experiences. Dr. 
Anderson is co-author of the book, Mak-
ing A Good Move with Bishop Michael J. 
Coyner, (deceased).

ALL clergy that are receiving a new ap-
pointment are expected to be present at 
this webinar along with SPRC representa-
tives from their new church/charge.

Where do you start?  There are movers to 
contact, items to pack and many arrange-
ments to be made before that important 

day finally arrives. How do you say good-
bye and enable folks to express their 
sorrow? How do you make the mental 
adjustment needed for a fresh start in a 
new place? What should I do and how 
can I improve? There are millions of ques-
tions and tons of emotions that need to 
be processed. Fortunately, you are not left 
alone to navigate these turbulent waters 
without assistance. Making A Good Move 
is provided as a helpful tool to assist you 
and those you are appointed to serve.                                                                                                                         

Should you have any questions about 
this event, please contact Carol Conover 
at cconover@igrc.org, or 217-529-3820. 
Please secure your reservation as soon 
as possible.  We look forward to joining 
you and assisting you in making a good 
move!

Registration open  
for Mission u 2023
SPRINGFIELD – Registration is now open 
for United Women in Faith's Mission u 
2023, July 16-19 at the Northfield Center in 
Springfield.

This year, there will be the main study, 
Living the Kin-dom, will be taught by Rev. 
Bradley Watkins II. Everyone will attend 
this session and then have the option of 
also participating in one of two breakout 
studies – Climate Justice taught by Linda 
Trent and Concerning Prayer taught by 
Rev. Mary Kathryn Pearce.

Registrations must be received and paid 
for by June 30, 2023. Unpaid registrations 
after that date will be accessed a $15 late 
charge but no new registrations will be 
allowed after June 30. Scholarships for 
first-time attendees are also available 
provided they register prior to May 30.

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/Missionu2023 

Young Adult mission trip  
to Fort Myers
CHAMPAIGN – Champaign Faith UMC is 
taking a trip to do Hurricane Ian relief in May.

The dates are Saturday, May 27, to Satur-
day, June 3. Cost is $400. Any young adult 
out of high school and over 18 is welcome 
to join.

Contact Sheryl Palmer at: sheryl@cham-
paignfaith.org for more information.

Disaster Response Training
Connecting Neighbors Training – 
Sept. 18 - 19

Training will take place online on from 
6 to 8 p.m., Monday and Tuesday, Sept. 
18-19.

Contact: Sharon Monroe at: smonroe50@
yahoo.com 

ERT Recertification – Nov. 6-7

Training will take place online from 6 to 
8 p.m. Monday and Tuesday, Nov. 6-7.

Contact: Sharon Monroe at: smonroe50@
yahoo.com 

Read more and register for training at: 
https://www.igrc.org/disasterresponse 

Youth Ministries events
Iroquois / Embarras Youth Rally –  
Sunday, April 30
Mattoon First UMC
2 to 5 p.m.
$5 per person
COST? – There is a small pre-registration 
fee of Five Dollars ($5.00) per person. 
Register at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
youthrally54 

Illinois / Vermilion Youth Rally –  
Sunday, April 30
Morton UMC
4 to 7 p.m.
$5 per person
Register at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
youthrally 

Crash Course on Youth Ministry
A crash course condenses lots of practi-
cal material so that you can understand 
that material quickly. A crash course is not 
where we strap you behind the wheel of 
a youth ministry bus, point you downhill 
toward the goal of inspiring youth to live 
Christ-like lives, and say, “Hope you don’t 
crash!” as you hit every bump in the road 
on your way to making disciples.

Trainings will be held via video call online 
on the second Thursdays of the month at 
3:30 pm.

• Self-Care Sabbath -  
Thursday April 13, 3:30 p.m.

• Keeping Volunteers -  
Thursday May 11, 3:30 p.m.

• Administration -  
Thursday July 13, 3:30 p.m.

• Discipleship -  
Thursday Aug. 10, 3:30 p.m.

• Fundraising -  
Thursday Sept. 14, 3:30 p.m.

• Digital Youth Ministry -  
Thursday Oct. 12, 3:30 p.m.

• UM Heritage Beliefs -  
Thursday Nov. 9, 3:30 p.m.

• Speaking Adolescent -  
Thursday Dec. 14, 3:30 p.m.

Register for Crash Course on Youth Min-
istry sessions at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/CrashCourseinYouthMinistry 

Youth 2023
Daytona Beach, Florida | July 25-28
Every four years, youth from throughout 
The United Methodist Church have gath-
ered for four days of discipleship, fun, and 
fellowship at the YOUTH event. The event 
is filled with interactive learning, worship, 
Bible study, service opportunities, and 
fellowship time.

Adult leaders who bring youth to our 
event can expect inspiration, support, and 
chances to authentically experience what 
it means to be part of the Methodist and 
Wesleyan family.

Read more at: https://www.umcdisciple-
ship.org/events/youth-2023 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  A N D 
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

STILL IN MISSION A Shepherd’s Tale
BY REV. PAUL PASKEWITZ

It was my second Sunday at my new church in Bement.

The scripture for the day was Psalm 23:

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes 
me to lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside 
still waters. He restores my soul. He guides me in paths 
of righteousness for his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no 
evil for you are with me. Your rod and staff they comfort 
me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 
my enemies, Thou anointest my head with oil. My cup 
runneth over. Truly good and mercy and love will follow 
all the days of my life. And I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever.

I began to preach, “Every day the Shepherd cares for his sheep. 
In the morning, he takes them to green pastures where they 
can eat. When they get thirsty, he takes them to still waters. 
Sheep will not drink from running water. He makes a cup in his 
hands and lets each sheep drink individually. As the day goes 
on, he protects them from the hot sun. He leads them to paths 
that are right and good. In places where there are wild beasts 
(lions, bears, wild dogs, wolves and others) just waiting for a 
stray lamb, he protects them with his rod and staff.

“Every day he feeds himself.

“In the evening, he takes them to the fold. He looks for grass 
in their eyes, burrs in their wool. He puts them down to sleep. 
In the morning, he takes them out for the next day. The sheep 
know his voice and they follow him.”

"My wife Stella and I have been to Israel and we have seen 
flocks of sheep there.

"As the shepherd cares for his sheep so the Lord cares for you 
and so I have a couple of sheep stories of my own.

"I grew up on a farm in Minnesota. We raised and cared for 
sheep. One morning, we went out to milk the cows and there 
was a sheep in the pen with the cows. The only way the 
sheep could have gotten there was to swim the creek from 
the pasture to the farm building. We milked the cows and then 
investigated. We discovered that during the night a pack of 
wild dogs had killed and wounded our flock of sheep. We once 
had 45 sheep, now we had 17! We could have used a good 
shepherd.

"On another occasion, we had a mother sheep – a ewe – 
whose lamb was stuck inside her. My Dad and I struggled with 
our hands to straighten it out to no avail. My Dad finally said, 
“we should kill the mother, maybe we can save the lamb.” We 
did this. The vet said, “feed the lamb as you would a baby – a 
bottle of milk with a tablespoon of sugar three times a day.” My 
Mother did this. The lamb grew and became very tame. We 
named her Daisy. She graduated from milk to oats. Sheep are 
good followers. Dad would put a bucket of oats to Daisy’s nose 
and she would follow wherever we wanted her to go.

"I have shared all this about sheep and their care, but I never 
met a shepherd. Amen.”

After the service, my wife and I stood in the back of the church 
to shake hands with our new flock. A woman came through 
the line and said, “Pastor, my name is Mrs. Shepherd, this is my 
husband, Mr. Shepherd.”

The line moved on and a woman said, “Pastor, my name is Mrs. 
Wooly and this is my husband, Mr. Wooly.” As the line moved on 
a couple of widow ladies introduced themselves as Mrs. Lamb. 
So my wife and I got to know of our new flock quickly.

We stayed in Bement for four years and worked together with 
these members of the flock.

(Rev. Paul Paskewitz served 30 years of active ministry in 
the former Central Illinois Conference, retiring in 1995 from 
Saunemin. He was pastor at Bement UMC from 1989 to 1993. 
He lives in Chrisman.)

Youth and Young Adult  
Pastor/Director
Are you successful in leading children 

and youth? Carlinville United Methodist 

Church, is seeking a qualified candidate
 

for the new position of Youth and Young
 

Adult Pastor/Director, a full-time position 

with a competitive salary. Be the leader 

for children and youth programs for our 

church, located in one of the 100 Best 

Small towns in America! More information, 

position description, and application 

requirements are available at www.

carlinvilleumc.com/youthpastor. 

Praise for The Current
Editor, The Current:

You and all your staff deserve praise and congratu-
lations for putting out the best Conference news-
paper we have ever had and as good as any in the 
denomination.

This past issue (February 2023) was special for me. 
It was encouraging and uplifting throughout, begin-
ning with Bishop Beard’s pastoral letter (“Love”) 
which, I thought, came across as window into his 
soul and I thank him for it.

The article by Scott Deuel (“Why I Have Decided to 
Stay United Methodist”) was superb and I have called 
him to thank him for it. It expressed my own strong 
sentiments perfectly and coming, as it did, from such 
a bright and articulate lay person, made it even better 
than it ever could be had it come from a worn out, old 
bishop. The whole conference should honor him for 
saying so well what so many obviously believe.

Just look at the apportionment figures. They testify 
so eloquently to the deep loyalty of United Meth-
odists in the IGRC. It is, indeed, the HEART land of 
our country and our denomination. I’m so proud to 
claim it for my heritage. Thank you, all of you there 
at the Conference office, for telling the story so well.

It brought some tears of joy and made me glad to 
have once been a part of it, as I shall always be in 
my own head and heart.

God bless you all,
Bishop William B. Lewis (retired)

(Editor’s note: Bishop William B. Lewis is an IGRC 
Bishop in Residence. He was a clergy member of 
the former Southern Illinois Conference prior to his 
election as bishop in 1988. He served eight years as 
bishop of the Dakotas Conference, retiring in 1996)

The Seven Last Words of Christ on the Cross 
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Great Rivers Conference chapter of 
Black Methodists for Church Renewal will continue its tradition 
of hosting and recording the Seven Last Words of Christ on the 
Cross church service for streaming on Good Friday.
The service will be aired on the IGRC website at www.igrc.org/
goodfriday as well as on the IGRC Facebook group and the IGRC 
Online Worship Facebook group at noon on Good Friday and 
can be played back at any time afterward.
Springfield Grace UMC will be host church for the April 7 service. 
The service will be recorded live at 11 a.m. on Saturday, April 1. 
IGRC Communications will produce the service for streaming. 
The public may attend and participate in the taping session.
Seven preachers will preach one of Jesus’ last words on the 
cross. The preachers are: Rev. Dr. Cary Beckwith (first word), Rev. 
Melly Momo (second word), Rev. Marty McMichael (third word),  
Rev. Veronica McMichael (fourth word), Rev. Jemiriye Fakunle 
(fifth word), Rev. Antonio Sutton (sixth word), and  Rev. Dianne 
Patterson, AME Zion (seventh word). Each preacher will offer 

a captivating reflection on Jesus’ final words before he died for 
humanity’s sins as the sacrificial lamb of God.
Although the church service will be recorded, the church service 
will be in the tradition of the Black Church experience. There will 
be singing, clapping, calling and responding to the speakers.
Those that wish to participate in the BMCR choir, rehearsal will 
be April 1 at 10 a.m. at Springfield Grace. The songs will be famil-
iar gospel songs. 
The Black Church has many rich traditions. Some parts of this 
rich tradition are call and response during the worship service, 
singing and arranging music that had its foundation in our Afri-
can heritage, and praise dancing that expressed a full range of 
emotions we experienced. 
One of the Black Church’s traditions is the Seven Last Words Ser-
vice. It is a service in which seven preachers reflect on the seven 
last words of Jesus on the cross. The members of the BMCR 
caucus continue to host the Seven Last Words service annually.
If you would like more information about the IGRC BMCR,  
visit: www.igrc.org/bmcr.

At IGRC Annual Conference 
last June, we voted to commemorate 
Aldersgate Day this year with a 
celebration of our proud heritage and 
practice as United Methodists.   It 
is hoped that this conference-wide 
celebration will guide us to remember 
John Wesley’s Aldersgate experience 
on May 24,1738; remember how 
our churches have shared the 
Good News of Jesus Christ across 
our communities; and renew our 
commitment to answer God’s call in 
the days ahead.  This can truly be a 
day of celebration and thankfulness to 
God for the connections that bind us 
together as United Methodists. 

Suggested worship ideas, 

Worship resources  
for Aldersgate Sunday

to make it easy for you to plan can be found 
by visiting: https://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/52f538f7-e7fe-4d73-aa7d-
f9563b1ff28b.pdf  We hope you will make it a 

priority to join United Methodist Churches across 
the conference to celebrate Aldersgate on May 21, 
or another day of your choosing.

 God still has great work for us to accomplish 
as United Methodists.

ALDERSGATE CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

ALDERSGATE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

2   |   A P R I L  2 0 2 3   |   T H E  C U R R E N T T H E  C U R R E N T    |    A P R I L  2 0 2 3   |   3

https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/clergyconversation
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/clergyconversation
https://www.igrc.org/goodmove
https://www.igrc.org/goodmove
mailto:cconover%40igrc.org?subject=
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/Missionu2023
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/Missionu2023
mailto:sheryl%40champaignfaith.org?subject=
mailto:sheryl%40champaignfaith.org?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:smonroe50%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.igrc.org/disasterresponse
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/youthrally54
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/youthrally54
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/youthrally
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/youthrally
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/CrashCourseinYouthMinistry
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/CrashCourseinYouthMinistry
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/events/youth-2023
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/events/youth-2023
http://www.carlinvilleumc.com/youthpastor
http://www.carlinvilleumc.com/youthpastor
http://www.igrc.org/goodfriday
http://www.igrc.org/goodfriday
http://www.igrc.org/bmcr
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/52f538f7-e7fe-4d73-aa7d-f9563b1ff28b.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/52f538f7-e7fe-4d73-aa7d-f9563b1ff28b.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/52f538f7-e7fe-4d73-aa7d-f9563b1ff28b.pdf


Busy Bees recent sewing project benefits CASA
The Busy Bees, a sewing and service group at Washington: Evan-
gelical UMC, recently sewed comfort blankets, gloves, and scarves 
for the Court Appointed Special Advocate program (CASA) of 
Illinois’ 10th Judicial Circuit.  Pictured in the photo above: Dava 
McLaughlin, LouAnn Mathews, Merc Allen, Mike Murphy associate 
director of CASA, Nancy Montgomery, Diana Roeder, and Carolyn 
Blumenshine.

The Busy Bees have many ongoing sewing projects such as walker 
bags and cell phone pouches for assisted living and rehab centers, 
post-mastectomy blouses sent to hospitals and baby blankets for 
hospitals and crisis nurseries. 

The group was recognized for its efforts by Peoria-based non-profit 
Living to Serve Foundation, The Living to Serve Foundation, Inc., 
whose mission is to increase awareness of women's health by pro-
viding resources, programming and education as well as increase 
breast cancer awareness. (Washington Evangelical 2)

Photos courtesy of Nancy Montgomery

L O C A L  C H U R C H
N E W S

Celebrations at Decatur Sharon
(LEFT) Mike Landacre was recognized during worship last month for his many 
years as Race Director for the Penguin in the Park 5K held annually in Decatur.  
Pat Bales created a blanket quilt for Mike using t-shirts from the races. Mike is 
shown holding the blanket with help from his grandson, Joshua Leeper.

(ABOVE) Sharon United Methodist Church celebrated Scout Sunday on February 
5.  Scouts from Troop 91, Troop 911 and Pack 91, along with their families, attended 
worship and participated in various ways.  It's always a joy during the Children's 
Message when Rev. Wally Carlson invites all the Scouts to participate!

L O C A L  C H U R C H
N E W SSPRINGFIELD 

FIRST TO HOST 
ACTS 29 PRAYER 
ENCOUNTER

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield First UMC will be 
hosting the Acts 29 Prayer Encounter on Saturday, May 20.

This event is meant to deepen our prayer lives 
through praying for the larger Springfield community. 
Our leaders will be Rev. Dr. Terry Teykl and Bishop 
Frank J. Beard. 

The Acts 29 Prayer Encounter will run from 
9:00am-1:00pm, with a break for lunch. Registration is 
open until May 10.  Your $20 fee includes lunch and a 
copy of Dr. Teykl’s book, Praying in Jesus Name for 21 
Centuries. Childcare is available for all ages with special 
programming for ages 5 and up. Registration is open 
at: https://tinyurl.com/wyx6c9js . Contact Sally at the 
church office at 217-793-9760 with any questions.  

Dr. Teykl, from Spring, Texas, has been a pastor 
for 28 years and has written 15 books on 
prayer. Having taught 1,200 workshops 
on helping people and local churches 
to pray more effectively, his thesis is 
that if we find God's Presence then the 
unchurched will look for us. His book, 
Acts 29 has been used by many churches 

in finding the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Whereas many churches measure success by the 

ABC's (Attendance, Buildings, and Cash), Dr. Teykl 
believes our true success is based on how we please 
God and are faithful to God’s Will. His newest book, 
Praying in Jesus Name for 21 Centuries, is a history of 
Christian prayer. The purpose of this book is to help us 
"hallow" His Name.

Bishop Beard is a gifted preacher and teacher.  
He has a passion for Jesus Christ that 
is contagious.  His primary focus is 
encouraging churches to be “on fire for 
Jesus.” His life quote is, “I want to be so 
full of Jesus that when a mosquito bites 
me it will fly away humming ‘there is 
power in the blood!’”

Photo courtesy of Sharon UMC

Photos courtesy of Nancy Montgomery

Don Berry and Steve Herrell of Chester sort and bag packages of sausage to be given away at the 
March 2023 Mobile Market sponsored by the Chester Area Christian Food Pantry. 

The event served approximately 96 vouchers that arrived in 50 automobiles on a cloudy, cold, 
spring morning. Both Berry and Herrell have been regular and loyal volunteers at the Mobile 
Markets for many years. 

Photos courtesy of Linda Harmon

Lincoln First UMC recently hosted a Chili Cookoff and Soup Supper for the public. Persons could sample all of the 
various type of chilis made by church members and then purchase bowls of chili and soup along with hot dogs and a 
variety of condiments. The event was also a community outreach inviting persons to find out more about the church.

IGRC to host jurisdictional symposium
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference Commission on Archives 
and History will host the North Central 
Jurisdictional Historical Convocation July 
10-13 in Springfield.

Registration is now open at: https://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/NCJConvocation. Cost 
for the three-day event will be $125 plus 
hotel accommodations.

The theme for the convocation is 
Lincoln Among the Methodists. Participants 
will dine at the Lincoln Presidential Library 
after spending time touring the $120 million 
museum (tickets are included). 

Attendees will visit Lincoln’s Home 
and Lincoln’s Tomb in Springfield. They 
will travel to Peter Cartwright UMC in 

Pleasant Plains where they will tour the 
newly=renovated Cartwright Museum 
and encounter the 19th century circuit 
riding preacher himself (portrayed by 
IGRC retired pastor Joel Catlin. There will 
also be a mission project at the Midwest 
Mission Distribution Center, a jurisdictional 
ministry of The United Methodist Church 
with which participants will take part.

Presentations by Dr. Samuel Rogal and 
others will address different aspects of the 
theme with original historical research.

For more information, contact Paul 
Black, IGRC staff liaison to the IGRC 
Commission on Archives and History at 
pblack@igrc.org or call (217) 529-2824.

Newhall to preach Prentice Sermon 
LEWISTOWN – IGRC retired 

pastor, the Rev. Alan Newhall, will be 
preaching the annual Prentice Sermon at 
the Lewistown UMC on Sunday, April 23, 
at 9 a.m.

Rev. Newhall served 41 years in 
active ministry, retiring in 2008 from East 
Peoria: First UMC. 

The Prentice Sermon began with 
a bequest from a Methodist layman in 
Springfield to honor a group of persons 
who are well known for their untiring 
proclamation of the Gospel, the pioneer 
Methodist circuit riding preachers. 

Hiram Buck Prentice made his 

bequest to the Illinois Conference in 1922 to pay 
the expenses of one of the ministers of the Illinois 
Conference to preach upon the topic, “the Ministry 
and service as exemplified by the lives and labors of 
pioneer preachers of the Illinois Annual Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church.” The location of the 
annual sermon rotates throughout the conference.

Methodists were among the first to establish a 
presence in Fulton County, which was formed from a 
part of Pike County in 1823. 

The other sermon series, typically the third Sunday 
in October, is the Peter Cartwright Memorial Sermon 
at Peter Cartwright UMC in Pleasant Plains.

Both sermon series are sponsored by the IGRC 
Commission on Archives and History.NEWHALL CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

NEWHALL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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Focusing on mission
The mission of The United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

The local congregation is the place where the disciple-making task is carried out. However, when the focus is on other 
matters, a congregation can become distracted, inwardly focused on itself and its members. When this happens, it sets 
into motion a series of events that lead to long-term decline.

However, a church and its people can rediscover the biblical model of an outward focus on mission, creating an  
environment of setting the table for persons that are not already a part of it.

Within the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, we are finding places of renewal for churches that have intentionally focused 
its mission outwardly and when it does, new life is infused and a force is created that moves us to revival and renewal.

BY JOLIE HOWARD ALOIS
The Bridge United Methodist Church

I needed a few days to collect my thoughts 
before sharing. 

On Sunday, March 19, our family had the 
honor of being part of the chartering of a 
brand new church in our adopted home 
town of Washington. In a day when more 
and more people are turning away from or-
ganized religion for a variety of (completely 
understandable) reasons, God is doing 
something pretty amazing in Washington. 

Not only is our former church continuing to 
thrive (something we are praying for), but 
it is incredible to watch this new “mission 
from God” bring people back to church or 
introduce them to the love of Jesus for the 
first time.  

Going from meeting in a barn, with no name, 
no pastor, no clear vision (except that God 
is love and all are welcome), a leadership 
team cobbled together and limping along 
while doing our day jobs... to an official UMC 

church, with a name, an incredible pastor as-
signment, a vision, value statements, formal 
leadership, and a temporary home in just a 
matter of two months – there are no words.  

211 people packed the primary school gym. 
168 people became members. We were 
blessed to have our District Superintendent 
in town to preach for us on this momentous 
Sunday. He said it best, “I have never experi-
enced the level of positive energy and love 
for ALL of God’s people, as I experienced this 
morning!” 

We could not have done this without amaz-
ing, prayerful leaders who were humbled ev-
ery step of the way, checking ourselves non-
stop to make sure God stayed in the driver’s 
seat, and (beyond) excellent leadership from 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.  

We look so forward to partnering with other 
local United Methodist churches to see what 
kind of impact we can have TOGETHER!

The Bridge United Methodist Church is here 
– for YOU. Come as you are. All are welcome.

‘Something pretty amazing’ 
is going on in Washington

S T O R I E S  F R O M
T H E  F I E L D

S T O R I E S  F R O M
T H E  F I E L D

‘Love heals’
How a mantra propels Rev. Margaret Ann Jessup forward
(Editor’s note: The Rev. Margaret Ann Jessup is one 
of USA TODAY’s Women of the Year, a recognition of 
women who have made a significant impact in their com-
munities and across the country. The program launched 
in 2022 as a continuation of Women of the Century, which 
commemorated the 100th anniversary of women gain-
ing the right to vote. Meet this year’s honorees at https://
womenoftheyear.usatoday.com.)

BY STEVEN SPEARIE

Springfield State Journal-Register

SPRINGFIELD – The Rev. Margaret Ann Jessup said a 
key reason why the greater Springfield, Illinois, commu-
nity continues to support the Wooden It Be Lovely min-
istry is because it helps vulnerable women participate in 
their own healing.

The nonprofit organization, where women recovering 
from forms of addiction, poverty or abuse have jobs re-
furbishing furniture, sewing or making candles, launched 
at Douglas Avenue United Methodist Church, where Jes-
sup serves as an assistant pastor, nearly 10 years ago.

In the summer of 2022, the program christened its first 
residential program for four single women, who also 
have jobs with Wooden It Be Lovely. The home includes 
a boutique gift shop and a rental space.

Wooden It Be Lovely's popular 
furniture sales have been known 
to attract lines of people before 
the doors even open and often 
sell out. Often featuring vibrant 
colors and whimsical art, 
Wooden It Be Lovely pieces can 
be seen in businesses and office 
spaces all over the Springfield 
area.

Jessup, a mother of four who gave up an oncology nurs-
ing career for the ministry, credited a monthlong intern-
ship in 2013 at Nashville’s Magdalene House/Thistle 
Farms, a like-minded residential facility for women, for 
opening her eyes to helping women in drastic situations.

“We’re able to provide grace other secular other employ-
ers can’t,” said Jessup. “It's a hand up, not a handout. 
It ’s an unfolding ministry. Every day is something new. 
When we have these sales and people see their work, 
they’re moved to tears. It ’s more than the furniture that’s 
been transformed.”

Who paved the way for you?
“The United Methodist Church (UMC) gave us initial 
grant money, seed money (for Wooden It Be Lovely). 

This congregation trusted in the vision. If it wasn't for 
(former Douglas Avenue UMC pastor) Rev. Julia Mel-
green endorsing it, it would have never it happened. 
They let me follow my dream. My sister-in-law, Rev. 
Mary Jessup of Springfield, was ordained in the clergy 
when she was very young. That's when women were 
not embraced in ministry, so I saw her do it and that 
intrigued me. She made me know it was possible. She 
supported me when I made the leap.”

What is your proudest moment? 
“My personal proudest moment was when my third (and 
youngest) daughter graduated from nursing school, and 
it hit me that I had three daughters, all nurses. Profes-
sionally, when UMC Bishop Frank Beard of the Great 
Rivers Conference blessed the new residence. That's 
when it became real that this dream that I had came 
to fruition, that we had a work program and a housing 
program to journey alongside women. It was kind of a 
holy moment.”

What is your definition of courage?
“I think when you keep going, when you don't know 
where it is that you're headed but every day you keep 
moving forward, even when you are fearful or unsure 
(that's the definition of courage). I think I see that with 
the women I work with, but even with starting a ministry. 

I said we were going to do it, 
but we weren't really sure how 
we would get to that point. We 
just trusted that we would.”

Is there a guiding prin-
ciple or mantra you tell 
yourself?
“The saying "Love heals," I can 
see no matter what challenges 
you have, if you are loved 

through it by people, by situations, that it can change. 
It doesn't always fix everything, but it does heal. I think 
love truly is healing and love heals. The women (in the 
program) it takes them sometimes years, but when they 
finally feel loved in this world and appreciated, they can 
move forward.”

Who do you look up to?
“The first person I thought of was the Rev. Becca Ste-
vens, who is the founder of Thistle Farms. She kind of 
paved the way for women survivors. She shares her 
model, her knowledge with anyone who wants it. She 
has such a vision that so many people have caught on 
to. Kristen Leslie was my professor at Eden Theological 
Seminary and she was the one who empowered me to 

think I could even model a program like that.”

How do you overcome adversity?
“Compared to many, I've had little adversity. I've had 
some grief and death, but I've had a good life. Some-
times it's hard to lead women who have had so little 
when you've had a nice life. When I do have adversity, 
you have to convince yourself can overcome whatever it 
is, then you have to find the right people to connect with. 
It's all about relationships and connections. I've learned 
that through this work, through nursing.”

Did your nursing career help you in your 
present ministry?
“Dealing with cancer patients, being at that critical time in 
people's lives, you see how you have to call on first your 
faith, but then other people. That was beautiful and holy 
work. I think working with recovering addicts, in a way, is 
more challenging. With oncology, there are well-defined 
treatments. There are specialists and there is an end, ei-
ther a cure, a remission or a death. You know where you're 
headed usually. With drug addiction, it's just always an 
ever and forever. There's no roadmap. There are special-
ists and wonderful people doing good work in addiction, 
but it's every day. I've seen such strength with the women 
I work with. To come from living in a car and having noth-
ing, to buying your first home, it's such courage.”

(Reprinted with permission from the March 19 issue of the 
Springfield State Journal-Register, www.sj-r.com)

Photo by Thomas J. Turney, Springfield State Journal-Register
The Rev. Margaret Ann Jessup at "Wooden It be Lovely," a program 
of women recovering from forms of addiction, poverty or abuse who 
have jobs refurbishing furniture, inside the Douglas Avenue United 
Methodist Church in Springfield, Illinois.

“I think love truly is healing, and love 

heals. The women (in the program) it 

takes them sometimes years, but when 

they finally feel loved in this world and 

appreciated, they can move forward.”

Community support drives Home Sweet Home forward 
BLOOMINGTON–  Through Night In A Car, everyone at 
Home Sweet Home understands the power of generosity and 
compassion. On February 3rd, around 180 participants braved 
the cold to raise awareness for those experiencing homelessness 
by spending the overnight hours in their cars. During the 
event, participants were provided a glimpse into the struggles 
that many in our community can face. Kimberly, a former 
resident of Home Sweet Home shared her story.

"You guys opened up the doors. It’s just been a blessing. 
Everybody on this staff has been wonderful to me. You have 
been understanding and letting me know that it is okay to cry. 
We lost everything we have, but God is amazing and I’ve felt 
Him in this place and in every staff member that I’ve dealt 

with,” praises Kimberly.
With encouragement and counseling, Kimberly successfully 

found a new home for herself and her daughter. Donors like you 
play a significant part in making stories like Kimberly’s a reality 
for so many others. 

HSHM is happy to share that Night in a Car raised over 
$153,000 this year! Thank you to all of our participants, 
sponsors, donors, and volunteers that helped make the night 
a success. Because of your efforts, more work can be done to 
support our neighbors in need. Thank You!

Are you interested in getting involved with Home Sweet Home? 
Please visit hshministries.org for more information including our 
urgent needs list, volunteer opportunities, and much more!

BLOOMINGTON–  Home Sweet Home 
Ministries is always seeking new innovative 
approaches that instill hope, restore lives, and 
build community. Back in the fall of 2022, 
Home Sweet Home Ministries embarked on a 
new journey—becoming a landlord. 

“In response to the housing crisis and 
lack of affordable housing in our community, 
we began the process of obtaining a property 
that we could rent to families at affordable 
rates,” shares Steve Tassio, Home Sweet Home 
Ministries’ Director of Community Outreach.  
“Although a small start, it felt necessary and 
timely to own a property where we could 
remove many of the barriers that keep people 
from safe and adequate housing opportunities.”

In September, Home Sweet Home 
purchased a duplex located on South Adelaide 
in Normal. The property consists of two 
rental units, a 2-bedroom apartment and a 
4-bedroom apartment. “In just 3 short months, 
the duplex went from outdated, dirty, and in 
disrepair to a fantastic property for new tenants 
to call home,” explains Steve.  

There were a lot of moving parts, 
coordination, and labor that went into making 
this happen so quickly. Staff, volunteers, 
contractors, and other agencies helped 
complete significant renovations including 
adding a new roof, new flooring, and painting. 
While the new duplex was starting to take 
shape, Steve and fellow staff members tasked 
themselves with finding our first tenants.

“We met with one of our church partners 
who connected us with a unique family not 
only suffering from homelessness but also 
fleeing from Ukraine,” explains Steve. “The 
family had left their home, relocated to our 
town, and were dealing with that sense of 
dislocation in the most literal sense.” 

By mid-December, the Ukrainian family 
of seven consisting of a father, mother, child, 
and extended family, finally had a place to call 
home. “By the Grace of God, we were able to 
offer the duplex to our Ukrainian neighbors 
and create an affordable lease with their unique 
family makeup and circumstances,” shares 
Steve.  “This displaced family may never get 
their home back in Ukraine, but they can 
now be together in a place of their own with 
the support of HSHM and our community 
partners.” 

With your continued support, Home 
Sweet Home looks forward to restoring even 
more lives and helping more families find a 
new home.

“I hope the family begins to experience 
enough peace in the new place that they 
can plant some new roots here in town and 
establish relationships and connections,” shares 
Steve.  “I hope the duplex is the start of a new 
restorative offering that Home Sweet Home can 
grow upon to combat homelessness.”

HOME SWEET HOME MINISTRIES BECOMES A LANDLORD
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BY MICHAEL ROBERTS

Here is my personal FAQ, with 
answers to real questions that I continue 
to hear from those leaning towards 
disaffiliation.  I am thankful for all who 
are willing to engage in the conversation.

How can we stay in a denomination with such 
doctrinal drift?

In the conversations around disaffiliation, some claim 
that there is a movement to change the beloved doctrines 
of our church.  In this regard, it is true that isolated 
examples can be found.  There are those within the 
church who stand at the edges of doctrinal interpretation. 
There always has been and always will be. To use isolated 
examples, however, as a justification for disaffiliation must 
assume that this will not happen in a new denomination. 
That is unlikely. 

Our seminaries are getting much blame for this 
supposed doctrinal drift.  I do not believe it is founded.  If 
we want to judge our seminaries, then I would encourage 
you to read the ordination papers of students applying to 
be ordained.  Read what they have to say about the trinity, 
the divinity and humanity of Christ, justification and 
sanctification, the calling of the church, what it means to 
be ordained, and more.  I get to do this every year, and it 
is inspiring. The holy apostolic faith will continue to be 
shared in powerful ways.

In response to accusations that our seminaries 
teach heresy, it is true that students can learn about 
other expressions of faith and explore other ideas. The 
trajectory, however, for those seeking ordination in the 
UMC is to be able to share the holy orthodox faith of the 
church in faithful and fruitful ways and to do so within 
the context and times in which they are called. For a 
comparison, I suspect you could go to the School of 
Business at the UofA and take a class on the economics of 
socialism, but it would not be fair to say that the school is 
trying to lead students in that direction.

In this larger debate about doctrinal drift, it is worth 
noting that there are over 30,000 United Methodist 
pastors in the U.S. In most discernment processes, the 
same handful of examples are used of people who have 
stood at the edges of theological interpretation and then 
used fallaciously to cast shade on the whole.  Is it fair to 
base this decision on such a small sampling?

How can we stay in a denomination where  
people are praying to a “Queer God?”

In many places where there are people promoting 
disaffiliation, this has become a major talking point.  It 
is true that such a prayer was recorded at a seminary, 
during Pride Month, and at a service designed to welcome 
members of the Plus community.  Can we give this a 
“generous read?” As explained by students, the term 
‘Queer” can be used for all who feel like they are different 
and who are judged because of that.  It is not only about 
sexuality.  In this case, the hope was to show that Christ 
stands with these beloved souls. There is much scriptural 
backing to say that Christ identified with the outcast, the 
marginalized, the judged. 

In this particular case, was it shocking to hear? 
Yes, for many.  Remembering that this came from an 
un-ordained student in the process of formulating 
how to best express her faith, was this worthy of being 
weaponized and used in ways to cause her harm and to 
cast unfair concerns upon the church as a whole?  The 
answer is “no” in my opinion.  If there is judgement to be 
made in how this is being communicated, the weight of 
that judgement should not be put on this one student in 
her twenties and still in school.  

How can we accept something that  
goes against the Bible?

This question, formed in many ways, is at the heart 

of it all for many.  Staying in the UMC will necessitate a 
willingness to accept that there may be different faithful 
interpretations of the passages before us.  I would be 
among those who want to approach the matter with more 
humility and less judgement, a deeply rooted biblical 
perspective.  I don’t fully understand matters of sexual 
orientation and identity.  I do, however, stand firm on 
the biblical virtues and values that are life-giving for all.  
I do not believe a separate standard should be made for 
some. I want to promote a strong sexual ethic rooted in 
the values of faithfulness, commitment and all the virtues 
summed up with the word “love.” 

When it comes to assessing who can be leaders in the 
church, I stand with those who want to focus on calling 
and character, rather than making blanket judgements 
around personal identity, that would keep us from even 
considering whether someone is called or has the character 
needed for faithful and fruitful leadership in the church. 

In one setting, a person asked me, in all sincerity, to 
share what a different interpretation would look like.  He 
had assumed that the scriptures were clear and that the 
matter was settled.  I started by saying that homosexuality 
was a term coined in the 20th century as a medical term 
to denote deviate behavior.  After this, the word found its 
way into scripture as a translation for words that point to 
abusive and harmful behavior.  

Both science and most translations have changed this 
understanding, but even where it still exists, Christians 
in the Plus community would agree that the behavior 
described in the original Greek is wrong. They might also 
say that this has nothing to do with two people wanting 
to live in a faithful, committed, and loving relationship. 
When it comes to the passage in Romans 1 and the words 
about doing what is unnatural, many in Plus community 
would agree that engaging in behaviors that are unnatural 
is harmful, but that they have come to a place, through 
much prayer and struggle, where they are comfortable 
living into what is natural for them. 

Personally, I have come to the point where I honor 
those who have come to such understandings in their 
conversations with God through the scriptures and who 
have found ways to truly grow in God’s love and to be a 
great blessing to the church.  I also lament the possibility 
that there may not be congregations in certain communities 
where such understandings would be honored.  

For more on this, including a look at Matthew 19, 
please see my blog posts “Wesley and Human Sexuality, 
Parts 1 and 2.” (https://connectedinchrist.net/2022/07/14/
wesley-on-human-sexuality-and-his-commentary-on-
often-cited-verses/  and  https://connectedinchrist.
net/2022/07/29/wesley-and-human-sexuality-part-two/) 

If we disaffiliate, won’t we be able to put this de-
bate behind us, stop talking about sexuality, and 
get on with the business of being the church?

Disaffiliation is not likely to bring an end to this 
debate. I had a conversation recently with something 
committed to joining the GMC. This person was in a 
church where the music director was gay. The person 
who wanted to disaffiliate loved this music director and 
appreciated his giftedness and the spirit he brought to 
worship.  I pointed out that, in the GMC, a gay person 
who wanted to live in a faithful relationship with another 
and grow in God’s love through that relationship, could 
not work in a church, even as a lay person. That would 
be grounds for dismissal.  This led to some rethinking.  It 
might also lead to attempts within the new denomination 
to change this policy.  The debate will continue.

We have another church that has voted to disaffiliate 
that has a similar situation.  That church is considering 
being independent rather than joining the GMC but that 
is leading to a whole different debate.  Some don’t believe 
it would be good to be independent in this way; others do.  
There is now division on top of division.

Changing denominations is unlikely to help. Recently, 
I have had conversations with both a Baptist pastor 

and a Church of Christ pastor who came to me to talk 
about how these same questions were surfacing in their 
congregations and they both said, in different ways, how 
much they admire how I was able to talk about it without 
being fired.  Being able to conference together in love is a 
good thing!

But we would still be methodist, right?  
Just not united?

This is an assumption that begs a lot of questions.  
To disaffiliate means that the local church will have to 
decide many things and to do so quickly.  It will lead to 
more debate, not less, and perhaps to division on top of 
division.  Will you still practice open communion?  What 
liturgies and hymns will be used? What will you believe?  
What will your policies be? How will not secure pastoral 
leadership and what criteria will be used.  Will you join 
another denomination or not?  The questions will keep 
coming.  And you will need a good lawyer to be involved.  
It is a good thing, in my opinion, to be rooted in the larger 
church where direction is given, where resources are 
shared, and ministry happens together. 

Is this our church or does it belong to the  
Conference? Is this not an opportunity for us  
to control our own destiny?

The idea of owning our own property and controlling 
our own destiny is popular in some circles. In response 
to this, I want to affirm our calling to be in covenant 
together. I like knowing that I can go to any United 
Methodist Church and say, “This is my church.” “We share 
in ministry together.” 

Yes, this is your church and, as a United Methodist, 
you are able a part of a mission that is so much bigger 
than you or this one place.  Together, we have built a 
global church that makes such a difference in the world. 
We can think of UMCOR, Global Ministries, United 
Methodist Women (now United Women in Faith), 
United Methodist Men, Africa University, Discipleship 
Ministries, Assembly, and Veritas, just to name a few. The 
hope of those who want to Stay UMC is that we would 
build this upon this witness rather than tear it down.   

Will we be forced to accept views or policies 
that do not align with our conscience?   
(This fear is expressed in different ways).

With so much rhetoric designed to stir up this fear 
it is hard to speak a word of reassurance.  I heard of how 
one pastor tried to speak a reassuring word into the 
conversation about how we continue to believe in Jesus, 
and the other person said, “The video I watched told me 
you would say that and that it would be a lie.”  In this 
case a video promoting disaffiliation was trusted over a 
beloved pastor. 

In my opinion, there is one official statement that 
needs to find a way into the noise.  In a letter from the 
Council of Bishops around this tension, we read: “We 
cannot be a traditional church or a progressive church or 
a centrist church. We cannot be a gay or straight church. 
Our churches must be more than echo chambers made in 
our own image arguing with each other while neglecting 
our central purpose. Instead, we must be one people, 
rooted in scripture, centered in Christ, serving in love, 
and united in the essential [of our shared faith].”

I love that and think that it is worthy of our 
commitment. Giving this witness would glorify and 
expresses a way of living the Christian faith that is so 
needed in our communities.  In many communities the 
UMC may be the only church where this welcoming spirit 
might be offered.

For many the calling found in Ephesians chapter 4 
continues to be a guiding light.  The Apostle Paul begs 
us to live out the calling we have been given, to love one 
another with patience, gentleness, and humility, being 
eager to maintain the unity of the spirit in the bond of 

Court rules on General Conference questions
BY HEATHER HAHN

NASHVILLE (UMNS) – The United Methodist Church’s 
highest court has opened the door of some new del-
egates to be elected to the long-postponed and po-
tentially momentous General Conference, now set for 
next year.
The majority of the Judicial Council also ruled that to 
put the General Conference’s quadrennial schedule 
back on track, another session of the denomination’s 
top lawmaking assembly must be scheduled between 
Jan. 1, 2025, and Dec. 31, 2027. Four of the nine mem-
bers dissented from that part of the ruling.
In Decision 1472, the church court addressed ques-
tions from the denomination’s Council of Bishops 
arising from the unprecedented length of General 
Conference’s pandemic-caused postponement. The 
Judicial Council released that decision and two other 
unrelated rulings on March 21.
“Annual conferences are permitted to hold elections 
to fill vacancies in the General Conference delega-
tion due to death, resignations, or otherwise, up to the 
maximum number of allocated delegates,” the decision 
said, “provided vacancies cannot be filled with reserve 
delegates.”
United Methodist annual conferences — more than 
130 church regional bodies around the globe — are 
responsible for electing the lay and clergy delegates 
who vote at General Conference.

Impact on IGRC delegation
In the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, the General 
Conference delegation will have no vacancies. There 
have been two clergy resignations – one due to disaf-
filiation and reserve delegates have been able to fill 
those vacancies. However, clergy delegates has only 
one jurisdictional reserve instead of the normal three.
Among laity, there have been five resignations – two 
due to disaffiliation, a third due to a delegate being 
commissioned as a provisional deacon (a clergy sta-
tus) at the 2023 annual conference; one resignation 
due to work conflicts and a fifth resignation due to 
health reasons. At the present, the IGRC jurisdictional 
delegation is short two jurisdictional delegates and 
three reserve jurisdictional delegates.

‘Not necessary’ doesn’t mean ‘not permitted’
The coming legislative assembly — typically held every 
four years — was initially planned for May 2020 be-
fore COVID shut down the meeting’s venue and world 
travel. Now, the global gathering that draws delegates, 

bishops and others from four continents is slated for 
April 23-May 3, 2024, in Charlotte, North Carolina.
The Judicial Council previously ruled that annual 
conferences “are not required” to hold new delegate 
elections for the postponed General Conference. The 
number and allocation of delegates among annual 
conferences would remain unchanged.
In practical terms, this meant that the same delegates 
elected in 2018 or 2019 to a General Conference facing 
multiple proposals for a denominational split or reor-
ganization could continue to serve when the session 
finally convenes.
But a lot has changed in the interim. Some delegates 
can no longer serve for various reasons including dis-
affiliation from the denomination amid what is already 
a slow-motion separation. Some delegates have seen 
their status change from lay to clergy or vice versa. 
Some conferences that were separate entities when 
elections took place have since merged into one.
Bishops wanted to know what these changes mean 
for delegate elections.
The Judicial Council clarified that its previous ruling 
saying elections are not required “does not mean ‘not 
permitted.’”

However, the church court emphasized that the pre-
condition for any new elections is that an annual 
conference has depleted its pool of reserve delegates 
including reserve delegates to the jurisdictional or cen-
tral conferences (the church bodies that elect bishops).
“When that point is reached, and only then,” the 
church court said, the denomination’s constitution 
“grants annual conferences ‘the right to vote... on the 
election of clergy and lay delegates.’”
The church court further clarified that if a delegate’s 
status as clergy or lay has changed since their elec-
tion, that person is no longer eligible to serve.
The denomination’s constitution — part of the Book of 
Discipline, the denomination’s law book — establishes 
that half of General Conference delegates must be la-
ity and half must be clergy. The constitution also man-
dates that an annual conference’s clergy members 
elect the clergy delegates, and lay members elect the 
lay delegates.
As with other gaps that now exist in General Confer-
ence delegations, the church court said, annual con-
ferences can hold a new election “if the vacancy can-
not be filled with reserve delegates.”

At the same time, the Judicial Council said the annual 
conference mergers that have taken place since del-
egate elections do not affect the number of delegates 
or their eligibility to serve.
“When two or more annual conferences unite to be-
come a merged annual conference, the delegates duly 
elected by each original annual conference stand as 
submitted,” the church court said.

The delegate number remains unchanged until adjusted 
for the next General Conference, the Judicial Council said.
With the postponed 2020 General Conference now 
scheduled for when the 2024 General Conference was 
to occur, the Council of Bishops had one more question: 
Does another legislative assembly need to be scheduled?
The denomination’s constitution in Paragraph 14 says 
General Conference “shall meet once in four years.”
A second General Conference session in 2024-
2028 quadrennium
But the coming General Conference is now scheduled 
eight years after the last regular General Conference 
session in 2016. The special General Conference held 
in 2019 is not part of the regular schedule.
“Since ¶ 14 stipulates one session per every four years, 
another regular session of General Conference is 
therefore required,” the church court majority said in 
Decision 1472. “Under this provision, a regular session 
of General Conference must be convened after the ad-
journment of the postponed 2020 General Conference, 
between January 1, 2025 and December 31, 2027.”

A PERSONAL FAQ ON DISAFFILIATION

peace. We are called to a higher unity, represented by 
something more than uniformity of opinion.  Our unity 
is rooted in a holy love that is patience and kind. It is not 
arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its own way, as 
the scripture says. How do we share this calling with one 
another and together as a witness to the world?  

What will happen at General Conference 
next year?

As a delegate to General Conference, my hope is that 
this language around the “h-word” and incompatibility will 
be removed.  In my opinion, it is shameful that our Church 
continues to use a word that hurts and de-humanizes 
people and turns them into issues and problems rather 
than beloved souls.   At the same time, I do not believe this 
language should be replaced with language that says it is 
compatible. I believe we should leave that for continued 
holy conferencing and seeking God’s guidance, and that 
we should allow (and protect) clergy and congregations 

to follow their conscience on how to love others, and in a 
wide diversity of cultural contexts.  That is the perspective 
of most delegates that I know.

In a global church, with delegates from many places 
and cultures, I must say that I am not optimistic that 
this language will change.  What is more likely is that 
some form of regionalization will pass, allowing different 
regions in the world to develop their own criteria for 
ministry.  Within the U.S, there is a desire to allow more 
freedom and to cultivate more openness.  That is the 
goal. There is not, however, a desire to replace “may” 
with “shall.”  That is not who we are as United Methodist 
Christians.

How can we conference together in ways that glo-
rify God and give a good witness to the world?

In all forms of “Conferencing” may we stand together 
as the Body of Christ, with many parts, rooted in the 
historic and core doctrines of our faith, and in this 
rootedness, honoring the various branches of perspective 
and interpretation that help us all to grow in faith.  May 

we “think and let think,” to use Wesley’s language, trusting 
that the Holy Spirit is at work among us to keep us 
centered as a whole and aligned to God’s will, recognizing 
that somethings this work of the Holy Spirit is a call to 
appreciate the spirit of those who are serving at the edges.

To build upon Wesley’s guidance, to focus on the 
opinions of our “party” or to want all to follow this or that 
“scheme of religion” is “quite wide of the point.” It is worth 
noting that the word “party” contains the word “part.” 
Attempts to make a “part” into the “whole” are destructive 
to the Body of Christ. According to Wesley, a methodist is 
to be distinguish by the love of God planted in the heart, the 
love that empower us to be the Body of Christ with many 
parts.  May this continue to be our focus and our witness.

(Michael Roberts is the Director of ReStart Initiative, a new 
cabinet position created in 2022 by the Arkansas Annual 
Conference to provide care and support for those who 
want to remain United Methodist and who are affected by 
disaffiliation. He is also a delegate to General Conference.)

Photo courtesy of charlottesgotalot.com 
The coming General Conference is scheduled to meet April 23-May 
3, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. The Judicial Council, The United Methodist 
Church’s top court, faced questions about how to handle delegate 
vacancies for the postponed General Conference, and whether another 
General Conference should be held between 2024 and 2028. 
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C O N F E R E N C E  
N E W S

BY CONNIE WIECK

MARSHALL – The text message from my 
Chinese college’s foreign affairs director was 
heartbreaking: “Connie,” it read. “We are so sorry. 
Amity has ended the teaching program. We will 
not invite you back as our foreign teacher.”

For 27 years, I have served as a United 
Methodist Global Ministries missionary in 
overseas’ positions as an English language teacher. 
My first placement was with the Mission Intern 
Program, or MIP, at the Kyoto, Japan YWCA. 
(MIP is currently known as the Global Mission 
Fellows Program, GMF). Next followed three years 
in Taipei, Taiwan at the Wesley Girls High School 
and the last placement was in Mainland China.    

The Mainland China placement had me 
serving with our Global Ministries partner, The 
Amity Foundation. Amity was the first Chinese 
Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) in the country’s 
history. It was founded in 1985 by Chinese Christians 
determined to show the love of Christ through service to 
the Chinese people. (See www.amityfoundation.org to read 
more.) 

I was in Amity’s education division as an Amity 
Foundation English teacher. This position placed me as an 
educator at financially struggling colleges in China. I served 
along with other foreigners from various denominations 
around the world whose sending agencies also partnered 
with Amity, as did ours. 

Over the years, I have taught with Amity at:  Jiangxi 
Normal University (1991-93), Inner Mongolia’s Adult 
Language Training Center (2001-2002),  Guangxi Normal 
University for Nationalities (2003-2006) and Luzhou 
Vocational and Technical College (2007 - 2019). 

In January 2020, I arrived in the United States for 
what was to be my one-month Chinese New Year break 
when news of Covid spread.  Immediately, China’s travel 
restrictions went into place. Visas were canceled. No one 
could enter or leave the country, which left me unable to 
fulfill my contract obligations as a teacher. 

Until China’s policies lifted, Global Ministries 
graciously moved my missionary service to the U.S. 
where I am the Mission Advocate for the North Central 
Jurisdiction. My duties for three years have been to help 
advise 10 conference representatives with their missionaries 
while promoting Global Ministries and its many projects 
and programs. 

All the while, I have kept in daily contact with my 
Chinese school, colleagues, friends and church members 
via my cell phone. We have all been waiting anxiously for 
China to fully open for my return, for me to be back in my 
classroom with my students and join once again as an active 
member of the Luzhou Protestant Church choir. 

When China threw wide its borders to full 
international travel on March 15, I was ready. Then the  
message from my college came, as well as my Amity’s 
announcement to Global Ministries: “The Amity 
Foundation teacher’s program will be closed. Connie is free 
to return as an independent teacher, but it will not be as one 
associated with our organization.”

In a recent Zoom meeting with Rev. Dr. Judy Chung, 
our Global Ministries’ missionary service director, Rev. 
Paul Kong, my Asia regional director, and Liu Ruhong, our 
laison person in China, it was fully explained the reasons 
why Amity made this decision and why it will be difficult 
for me to continue my time in China through our mission 
board. 

First, the Amity Foundation status at sponsoring 
schools is becoming problematic.  China is divided into 31 
provinces, which are similar to America’s 50 states. During 
these three years of Covid, without my presence, my 
position as an Amity Foundation teacher was not reinstated 
in my college’s province, Sichuan. In fact, I was told the 
provincial government denied Amity’s application because 
the officials didn’t understand why an organization located 
in Jiangsu Province was requesting to have a foreign teacher 
employed in Sichuan Province. The strong ties Amity had 
with government officials in Sichuan since 2001 had, sadly, 
disintegrated during the Covid years. 

Second, the number of Amity teachers has dwindled, 
making the program somewhat obsolete. Amity initially 
had 40 to 50 professional instructors who taught in the 
program. But over the years, this has not been the case. 

Many teachers couldn’t commit to living several years 
overseas without adequate salaries. Advertising among 
denominations and service organizations for possible 
Amity teachers in China also diminished. 

Plus the request by colleges for Amity teachers 
plummeted as China became more prosperous, with 
schools becoming financially sound enough  to hire their 
own teachers at competitive pay scales. In 2020, I was the 
last Amity Foundation teacher left standing. All of my 
colleagues had left due to retirement, health reasons or 
monetary constraints. 

Third, Amity staff is stretched too thin. The Amity 
Teaching Program is a miniscule part of Amity’s many 
divisions and service outreach projects. The cost of 
the program, time-consuming staff involvement, and 
complicated paperwork filings were just not feasible for 
only one person -- myself. 

Finally, Global Ministries  requires partnership 
between its in-country organizations and our placements. 
Since the placement as an Amity teacher in China was no 
longer available, I could not return to the country under 
Global Ministries employment.    

Discussions are currently underway of my continued 
service with the church but to a different country. There 
are so many exciting possibilities where my skills can be 

utilized as an English teacher and where I can fully join in 
new Christian communities, much as I did in China. Be 
assured, I will let you know when decisions are made.  

As for my apartment on my college campus in China, 
when the time comes, I will be returning to clear out, 
pack up and send my things onward to my next teaching 
position. I will have the ability to say goodbye, sing with my 
church choir once again, enjoy numerous farewell banquets, 
and lead a few English language seminars for interested 
students and colleagues. Absolutely, I will have the 
necessary closure to emotionally, mentally and spiritually 
depart from the country and people that have so warmly 
embraced me these many years. 

Let me add that I am incredibly grateful to our Illinois 
Great Rivers’ churches, United Women in Faith units and 
so many individuals who have unwaveringly continued to 
support me through your substantial giving to my Advance. 

As your Mission Advocate, I have been deeply moved 
by the energetic commitment of our North Central 
Jurisdictional representatives, which includes our IGRC 
staff, our stalwart Bishop Frank Beard and so many others 
who continually guide us on this faith-based journey.

Thank you  for your prayers, cards, invites to Zoom, 
speak in person, and your interest and encouragement 
during my three years of waiting. Your constant support 
and Christian love always brings me joy and excitement in 
no matter what role I fill in serving our United Methodist 
Church. It is, and always has been, a true blessing as we 
together continue to serve the Lord from everywhere, to 
everywhere.

CONNIE WIECK PROVIDES UPDATE  
ON HER GBGM ASSIGNMENT

Spero Family Services to 
conduct downtown cleanup, 
hosting Family Fun Night
MT. VERNON  –  Join Spero Family Services at the 
Innovation Hub (formerly US Bank building) on Friday, 
April 7, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Spero staff will be clean-
ing up around the square and putting up blue ribbons 
for Child Abuse Prevention Month. 

All who attend are asked to wear blue in recognition 
of Go Blue Day and child abuse prevention month. 
Wearing blue connects you with millions of others 
across the country who support child abuse preven-
tion efforts, strong families, and healthy children. 
Wearing blue also shows that you believe that - “All 
children deserve a great childhood because our chil-
dren are our future!” 

It is the hope that wearing blue can raise awareness 
and encourage others to support child abuse preven-
tion month.

The downtown cleanup is just one of the ways Spero 
Family Services will be celebrating National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. 

Spero Community Programs will be hosting the 8th 
annual Family Fun Night on the top of the parking ga-
rage of the Innovation Hub on Thursday, April 13, from 
4 to 6 p.m. This is a free event for the public. Spero is 
hosting this family fun event which will feature car-
nival style games, food, prizes and a car seat safety 
check in partnership with Project Child.

Connect with me!
• Visit my personal website for stories and pictures:  

https://conneinchina.org/

• Write to me:  710 Mulberry Street Marshall, IL 62441

• Send a message or text:  cwieck@umcmission.org 
Cell: 217-921-4909

• Be informed:   Check out these enlightening 
websites

www.amityfoundation.org (our partner 
organization in China, The Amity Foundation)

www.umcmission.org  (About Our United 
Methodist General Board of Global Ministries)

• For continued giving for Connie, her Advance 
number is 10672Z.  

• Online giving for Connie through the www.
umcmission.org website  is: https://umcmission.
org/missionary-bio/10672z/ 

Congregations invited to become Sanctuary Churches
BY SAM RODRIGUEZ
IGRC Director of Congregational 
Development

This past Sunday, March 19, 2023, Wash-
ington Fellowship became the Bridge 
United Methodist Church. I happily at-

tended the welcoming of a new church to the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference. 

As I walked into Central Elementary School the energy 
was high as well as the joy, evident through the smiles 

everyone shared. Rev. Brad Watkins III, Sangamon District 
Superintendent, led the constituting service with emanat-
ing energy and gladness. 

The parking lot was overflowing with cars and so was the 
worship service space as at least one extra row of chairs 
was added to an already tight space. Many Bridge leaders 
were formally recognized and assigned to their new roles.  
A total of 168 of the 211 people in attendance became 
charter members of the Bridge. After the service a long 
line of tables held the many options of food for the potluck 
luncheon that was held in celebration of the new church.

This is only one of the three ways our congregations in 
our annual conference can welcome UMC members 
who want to continue their journey as United Methodist. 

Another way is by becoming sanctuary churches for 
those whose church has disaffiliated from the UMC. What 
is a Sanctuary church?  I am glad you asked. A sanctuary 
church, for this particular purpose is one who provides 
the following.

Sanctuary churches are:

• A hospitable church that welcomes UM members 
whose church has disaffiliated.

• Willing to hold the names of members in their 
church roll until person(s) decide where their future 
membership will lie.

• Love them, care for them, and help them feel like 
they belong.

• Show patience for these fellow UM members as they 
figure out where their next church home will be.

If you your church is willing to be a Sanctuary Church, 
please contact me at: srodriguez@igrc.org, or at 217-529-3120.

Please join me as we continue to pray that all the church-
es in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference continue to 
engage lovingly with their community to make new dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

To help your church celebrate on April 23rd 
- how we give, why we give and the impact 
we make through connectional efforts:  
https://bit.ly/NAMSSkit

$500 architectural grants available
SPRINGFIELD – The Committee on Accessible 
Ministries has revamped their application for architectural 
grants. Grants are now available all year long. That means 
that there is no longer a deadline for grants to improve the 
accessibility of your church.   

All you have to do is fill out the application on 
the conference website https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/
DisabilityGrantArchitectural, submit photos of the area 
you want to improve, and submit your latest accessibility 
audit. Once submitted, the committee will review your 

application the following month and will approve your 
grant. For now, all grants will be in the amount of $500.  

The committee would like you to consider planning 
a celebration of Disability Awareness Sunday. This year 
it is on Sept. 24, but it can be celebrated on any Sunday. 
The committee will be happy to help you plan this day. 
Email the committee chair, Rev. Randy Shepard, at randy.
shepard622@gmail.com with questions about grants, 
Disability Awareness Sunday, or any other questions about 
ministering to persons living with disabilities.  

However, Judicial Council members the Rev. J. Kabam-
ba Kiboko, the Rev. Dennis Blackwell and Lidia Gulele 
issued a joint dissent to this part of the ruling.
“There is no point in using a language other than what 
is already in ¶ 14,” their dissent said. “This puts Judicial 
Council in danger of legislating rather than upholding 
the Book of Discipline.”
In a separate opinion, Judicial Council member Beth 
Capen said the meaning of the constitutional para-
graph is unequivocal — not “at least once in four 
years” nor “at most once in four years.”
She wrote that the denomination’s very structure is 
quadrennial.
Any attempt to hold a regular session of General Con-
ference in less than four years, she wrote, “will have 
a chaotic structural effect and the consequences will 
likely be far more egregious” than the difficulty caused 
by General Conference’s delay.
(Hahn is assistant news editor for UM News. IGRC 
Director of Communication Ministries Paul Black con-
tributed to this report.)

GENERAL CONFERENCE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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AT PEORIA CIVIC CENTER

IGRCIGRC
PROGRAMPROGRAM
CHILDREN'SCHILDREN'S

K I D D I E C O R P  P R E S E N T S

June

Don't let your children miss out on group games, arts and crafts,

manipulative & dramatic play, and an opportunity to meet new friends!

For more information: info@kiddiecorp.com -  (858) 455-1718

8-10

JOIN US THIS YEAR AT THE IGRC CHILDREN'S PROGRAM! KIDDIECORP

HAS BEEN PROVIDING QUALITY CHILDCARE FOR THE PAST 37 YEARS

AND WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING YOU AND CARING FOR

YOUR CHILDREN. OUR MISSION IS TO PROVIDE YOUR CHILDREN

WITH A SAFE, COMFORTABLE, AND FUN EXPERIENCE.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE MISSION COLLECTION SITE
Thursday, June 8 through Saturday, June 10

Collection Site Location

midwestmission.org

Peoria Civic Center - 201 SW Jefferson Ave., Peoria, IL 61602
The trailer will be at the corner of SW Monroe and North William Kumpf Blvd.

Specific Needs

For more information, visit midwestmission.org/annual-conferences.
To see full list of kits, visit midwestmission.org/kits

Questions: 
Contact Midwest Mission - 217.483.7911

or teresa@midwestmission.org

Midwest Mission will be holding a collection during the IGRC Annual Conference. All
Midwest Mission and UMCOR kits will be accepted, along with new or gently used non-
kit items: canes, crutches, wheelchairs, foldable walkers, non-electric tools, shovels,
brooms, rakes, blankets, and sewing machines (electric and treadle).

Liquid Dish Soap 16-64 oz bottles
Laundry Detergent 32-150 oz bottles
Liquid Household Cleaner 16-80 oz bottles
Personal Dignity Kits

Monetary donations are also welcome. For every $1 spent,
we send out $7.85 of aid. You may bring donations to the
collection site, or  donate at midwestmission.org/donate.

BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – The 2023 Annual Conference 
session will be electing delegate to fill vacancies created by 
resignations, disaffiliations and change of status when it 
meets June 8-10 in Peoria.

Bishop Frank J. Beard has announced that 
nominations for five laity delegate and two clergy delegate 
positions will be received through an online process 
where persons may submit their biographical information 
as well as a 200-word statement which will be printed in 
the materials for the Annual Conference.

Laity wishing to be considered for the lay delegate 
positions need to complete the Nomination Form at: 
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/ac2023laity and clergy need 
to complete the clergy nomination form at: https://igrc-
reg.brtapp.com/ac2023clergy  Deadline for completing 
the nomination form is Monday, May 1. 

Elections will take place in the clergy and laity 
sessions respectively on June 8. 

The two clergy delegates will be the second and third 
reserve delegates to jurisdictional conference and the 
five lay delegates will comprise the fourth and fifth lay 
delegate to jurisdictional conference as well as three lay 
reserve jurisdictional delegates.

The elections were made possible by a decision issued 
by the Judicial Council decision recently (see related story 
on p. 9 of this issue).

Information on the regular 2023 Annual Conference 
as well as the May 6 special session is now available at: 

www.igrc.org/ac2023. From there, there are several 
supporting pages that can be accessed by clicking the link 
in the right-hand column.

Registration for the May 6 online session which 
will include as its only business item consideration of 
disaffiliation agreements with churches. These agreements 
will be subject to a simple Yes/No vote and cannot be 
amended. Persons wishing to abstain merely will not vote 
on the proposal before them. Legislation will be posted 
the week of April 10 and mailed out to those that have 
requested printed materials.

The May 6 session will start at 10 a.m.
Registration for the June 8-10 session will open April 

3. The Annual Conference will begin at 10 a.m. with 
opening worship and organizational motions. Clergy and 
laity sessions scheduled in the afternoon. Persons will be 
able to sign up for any special meals. While the June 8-10 
session will be streamed, persons viewing will not be able 
to participate in the business of the annual conference by 
casting ballots.

A second special session for disaffiliation – also an 
online only session – is scheduled for 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 2. 

The theme for the 2023 Annual Conference is A Time 
to Plant, A Time to Build taken from Ecclesiastes 3.

Retired Bishop James Swanson will be preaching at 
the Annual Conference. 

Information on Annual Conference childcare and 
on the collection of items for the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center are found elsewhere on this page.

A Time 
to Plant, 
and A Time 
to Build.

ECCLESIASTES 3:2-3

A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E  
N E W S

ANNUAL CONFERENCE TO FILL  
DELEGATE VACANCIES AT JUNE SESSION

UNITED MEDIA  
RESOURCE CENTERUMRC

The United Media Resource Center has resources  
for your summer and fall classes!
Items can be sent to your church or home address and can  
be requested from the online catalog: www.igrc.org/umrc 
or by email: umrc@igrc.org
No rental fee – the only cost to churches is return postage.

#105097   Epic: An Around-the-World Journey  
 through Christian History (10 sessions)
#108078   Help Is Here: Finding Fresh Strength and Purpose  
 In the Power of the Holy Spirit (5 sessions)
#109070   In the Footsteps of the Savior: Following Jesus through  
 the Holy Land (6 sessions)
#112135  Lord's Prayer: The Meaning and Power of the Prayer  
 Jesus (6 sessions)
#116118   Parenting: Getting It Right (6 sessions)
#118080   Reckless Love: Jesus' Call to Love Our Neighbor 
  (6 sessions)
#118058   Revival: Faith as Wesley Lived It (6 sessions)
#119185   Sacred Pathways: Nine Ways to Connect with God  
 (5 sessions)
#121035   Undistracted: Capture Your Purpose, Rediscover  
 Your Joy (5 sessions)
#123119   Wildfire: A Study on Life in the Holy Spirit (8 sessions)

The UMRC is now located at Kumler Outreach Ministries, a ministry of the Kumler 
United Methodist Church in Springfield. The new mailing address is:

 Kumler Outreach Ministries, Attn: United Media Resource Center
 303 E North Grand Ave, Springfield IL 62702-3822

The new phone number is 217-523-2269, which is the number for Kumler 
Outreach Ministries. When the receptionist answers, ask for the United Media 
Resource Center. The UMRC hours of operation are in flux so it’s likely that you will 
need to leave a voice message. Please do so and include your name and church 
name in your message.

Questions, comments? Contact us at umrc@igrc.org
If you are interested in volunteering at the UMRC during weekday hours,  
please call 217-523-2269 and ask for Sharon Brown.

Annual Conference childcare 
Childcare for younger kids: 
• On-site childcare will be offered in Peoria for Annual Conference in 

2023 for ages 6 months-7 years.  Care will be provided by KiddieCorp, 
a nationally recognized childcare provider for events. Cost for onsite 
care will be $75 per child.

• KiddieCorp has been providing quality childcare for the past 37 
years and we are looking forward to meeting you and caring for 
your children. Our mission is to provide your children with a safe, 
comfortable, and fun experience. Don't let your children miss out 
on group games, arts and crafts, manipulative & dramatic play, and 
an opportunity to meet new friends! You can read more about our 
childcare service provider here: https://www.kiddiecorp.com/.

• Please register your kids for onsite care here: (insert link when 
provided)

Childcare for older kids:
• Offsite childcare will be provided for 3rd - 8th graders at the East 

Bay Kick Off to Summer camp which is happening at the same 
time as Annual Conference. After finalizing your Annual Conference 
registration, Annual Conference members should email Curtis Brown 
(cbrown@igrc.org) before May 22 to be provided a discounted 
registration code so that the camp will cost only $125. East Bay Camp 
is willing to work with members to accommodate their needs and 
drop-off times. 

• More information and camp registration can be found about the camp 
here: https://www.eastbaycamp.org/campsessions. Specific questions 
about the camp programming, schedule, or age-range may be 
addressed to the IGRC Coordinator of Camping & Retreat Ministries, 
Rev. Nancy Lane (nlane@igrc.org) or Camping Operations Manager, 
Lea Schuler at 309-365-7531 or by emailing camping@igrc.org.

• For households with special circumstances, please feel free to 
contact Curtis Brown (cbrown@igrc.org). We don’t want financial 
concerns, scheduling, or special needs to be a barrier to anyone 
participating in our 2023 Annual Conference Session.

Doctor of MinistryDoctor of Ministry
Spiritual Leadership in Spiritual Leadership in 

Unsettled TimesUnsettled Times

Offered in 
partnership with the 
United Methodist 
Church of the 
Resurrection and 
Industrial Areas 
Foundation

spst.edu
(913) 253-5084
admiss@spst.edu

Register at: 
http://www.igrc.org/bishopsopen2023

May 19th
Edgewood Golf Course  
{11am tee time, 16497 Kennedy Rd, Auburn, IL 62615}

 Bishop’s 

Save 
the date!

 open 
Save 
the date!

2023
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When you retire, feel secure  
under our umbrella of  protection.

Preachers' Aid Society and Benefit Fund's sole mission is to care for the retired 
clergy, spouses, and surviving spouses from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. We 
accomplish this mission through several different ministries:

• $1.5 million to purchase Medicare Supplement Plan
• Assistance in Researching Medicare Part D Plans
• $500 Thousand Medicare Part D Benefit
• Clergy Assistance Program for Retirees and Spouses
• Virgin Pulse Health Care Miles for the Retirees/Spouses
• Fellowship Groups, Fall Banquets, Seminars, Pastoral Care
• Presence at Funerals and Presentation of Grave Markers 
• Hearing Aid and Dental Loan Programs
• Financial and Estate Planning
• Advocates for Retirees and Spouses

PASBF also helps active clergy plan for retirement. Ministries for active clergy 
include:

• Pre-Retirement Seminar
• Pulpit Supply
• Consecration Sunday Leadership

• Fundraising Education
• Financial Planning Education
• Financial and Estate Planning

Our organization is very unique to our denomination 
and one of the greatest perks of IGRC!

Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

We’ve got you covered!

www.pasbf.org 217-529-3221
Serving those who have served us.

To All of  you, A Blessed Easter!


