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Our new look began with a mistake
BY PAUL BLACK
IGRC Director of Communication Ministries

A few years ago, best-selling author, coach and speaker 
John MacArthur wrote the book Failing Forward.  Ma-
cArthur made the observation that the major difference 
between achieving people and average people is their 
perception of and response to failure.

After completing the May issue of The Current, our 
printer sent a box with 200 or so copies of the paper to us. 
Normally, they would arrive in a couple of days and those 
copies are distributed to the Conference Center and are 
put in racks for our visitors.

This particular time, one week went by and no papers. 
My assistant Michele Willson called and we waited an-
other week. Still no papers.

As our printers began tracking down the package, we 
found out that the package had been labeled to send to 
us, but somewhere along the way, a second label had been 
placed on top of the first one and the parcel was in Cali-
fornia. The printer worked to get the package retrieved 
and according to FedEx’s tracking it was logged into the 
system in Oklahoma but never dispatched to its destina-
tion. To make a long story short, our package is believed 
to have been blown away by an Oklahoma tornado during 
its return trip to Illinois.

In an effort to meet our need for those copies, the 
printer took the master file and placed it on their digi-
tal printer and ran the pages on 17-by-22 inch paper 
folded in half. The results were stunning. The paper was 
a glossier finish and the color saturation was so much 
richer. Since the printer merely took our old pages and 
reduced them to scale, the print was a little small, but the 
Communications Team began to ask the question: Do we 
need to look at this mistake as an opportunity to improve 
the overall product of The Current?

We have been on a journey since September 2010 

when the format of The Current moved from a newspaper 
layout to more like a news magazine format. Although 
still printed on newsprint, your feedback has indicated 
you liked the progression away from a newspaper to the 
longer, more feature-based stories with the website and 
weekly e-newsletters being used for the breaking news 
and information.

In spite of decline in print newspaper from among 
the mass communication mix today, the 2014 Annual 
Conference turned down a proposal to discontinue it, 
with many of the speakers saying it played an important 
role in providing information to them.  In fact, later in the 
fall, the United Methodist Association of Communicators 
voted The Current best newspaper in the United Method-
ist connection.

The new format is on a heavier paper that is glossier. 
We think the photographs and design elements will be 
even more brilliant. The page is one vertical inch less than 
the newsprint edition, but the new size and format opens 
up new possibilities for our talented graphic designer and 
assistant editor to present our stories in ways that will 
engage you.

As always, we welcome your feedback. As church lead-
ers, please take the time to peruse this issue. Because of 
your faithful payment of apportionments, most of the 
copies we mail are provided as free subscriptions. How-
ever, there are churches that do not use their allotment of 
free subscriptions. Check out whether you have free sub-
scriptions that are being unused by visiting The Current’s 
online subscription center at: www.igrc.org/subscriptions. 

And just to think, it all began because The Current was 
mailed to California and got blown away in an Oklahoma 
tornado!

Paul Black
Director of Communication Ministries
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NEWS
From The Episcopal Office
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

And are we yet…Connected?
(Editor’s note: Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton is on renewal leave. 
In his absence, he has asked the Rev. Sylvester Weatherall, Spoon 
River District Superintendent and Dean of the Cabinet to pro-
vide this month’s column)

BY SYLVESTER WEATHERALL

The mission of our beloved United Meth-
odist Church is to “make disciples for Jesus 
Christ, for the transformation of God’s world.” 
Our Church seeks to achieve this through 
outreach, evangelism, and holiness, also called 
sanctification, by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

We Methodists are convinced that building loving relation-
ships with others, through social service, is a means of working 
towards the inclusiveness of God’s love. 

Our logo indicates our total dependency on God’s Holy Spirit 
and the connective church, to achieve the entirety of the trans-
formation God seeks for the 
world. The flame in our logo, 
represents the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the world. The two 
parts of the flame, represent 
our predecessor denomina-
tions, the Methodist Church 
and the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. The flames 
“uniting” at the base symbol-
izes their 1968 merger. 

The mission is not achieved 
singly, by the work of individu-
als, but, is also ignited, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit 
and the Global Connection 
of our church. You see, my 
brothers and sisters, we are the 
conduits of God’s disciple mak-
ing work. Many of us understand the work of Spirit…to guide, 
teach, help and comfort us in our work as God’s ambassadors. 

But, how does the globally-connected nature of our United 
Methodist Church assist individuals and local churches in 
achieving our work as God’s emissaries?  Another way to ask 
the question is, “In a world that is increasingly becoming more 
polarized, are we yet connected?” As a presiding elder or Dis-
trict Superintendent, I am blessed to see our Church, and our 
connection, at work from a balcony view. 

Recently, the small town of Cameron, was hit by a tornado. 
I am the area superintendent but I was on vacation. However, 
through the connectional relationship, that weaves us all togeth-
er as conference superintendents within the Illinois Great Rivers 
Cabinet, Rev. Doug Rorex was graciously covering the Spoon 
River District in my absence. But yet, there was something 
tugging away at my spirit that made me want to be present, so I 
came back two days early. 

As I drove to Fairview Center UMC (a church in Spoon River 
District, where our leaders decided to stage UMC volunteers), I 
was wondering, just what would I do? What would I say?  How 
would I be of help in a crisis that I had personally never experi-
enced?  

To my surprise, when I arrived I saw that Superintendent 
Rorex was already there, in work attire; ready to help in my 
absence. WOW, I thought! This really literally speaks to our 
individual interpretations of what it means to be connected, 
as members of the cabinet serving the entire conference, when 
needed!  What a blessing, indeed! As superintendents, we are 
each dedicated to ensuring that all is tended to, on our own turf!  
We have churches, pastors, and laity; we have mission visions to 
cast; we are to encourage, facilitate, uphold, uplift, observe, in-
struct, and supervise in our own district… and yet, we manage 
to remember and respond, in areas not assigned directly to us, 
through the umbilical cord of our conference connection. 

On the frontlines, we sometimes feel that our connectivity has 

been lost due to the geographical size of our conference. Those 
too far north/south, cannot “feel” nor understand the needs of 
our southernmost/northernmost brothers and sisters, and from 
their perches in the conference office…our IGRC staff just has 
no idea what we’re dealing with in the trenches. Let me assure 
you that, too, has been proven to be a misunderstanding of how 
far and wide and connected… is the reach from our staff in the 
Springfield Conference Center!

Bunny Wolfe was in Cameron with notepad in hand, as-
sessing the need, coordinating the resources and offering 
comforting and assuring words. I discovered that it’s no easy 
task, walking into a disaster area and not be overwhelmed by 
the destruction and sense of total loss…knowing that the path 
you are walking is through what used to be somebody’s kitchen 
or bedroom. As you begin to assess the damage, you have a 
feeling of overall helplessness wash over you, knowing that this 
community has lived…thanking God that there was no loss of 
life and no serious injuries…through the complete destruction 
of their homes, grain bins, family memorabilia and everything 
else important to them… while also learning that because of its 
unincorporated status, there will be no funding assistance from 
any local, state or federal government entity. Facing all of that 
makes you almost want to throw your hands up and say “There’s 
nothing that can be done!”  But, that’s NOT what happened in 
Cameron! 

We, as United Methodists, were connected to the people 
of this community, through the love and grace of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ!  As our Coordinator of Missions and 
Outreach, Bunny provided assistance to the people of Cam-
eron, and together, through our connection, arranged for their 
spiritual brothers and sisters of Fairview Center United Method-
ist Church in Fairview to be the ground zero headquarters for 
all coordinating activity. This would be the place where meals 
would be provided and rest for the volunteers could be achieved 

News From The Episcopal Office

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton appoints the following:

Nancy Monohan to Hindsboro, Iroquois River District, effective Aug. 1.  

Change of status
Christopher Wise to Eldorado-Raleigh, Cache River District, effective 
Aug. 1. He previously was serving as supply.

Deborah Ann Rhodes to Norris-Providence Chapel, Illinois River 
District, effective Aug. 1. She previously was serving as supply.

Lenny Summar to Camargo, Iroquois River District, effective Aug. 1. He 
was previously serving as supply.

Steven Hudspath to Ludlow, Iroquois River District, effective Aug. 1. 
He was previously serving as supply.

Jeff Morrison to Harvest, Embarras River District, effective Aug. 1. He 
was previously serving as supply.

Mark Hendrickson to Nauvoo, Spoon River District, effective Aug. 1. He 
was previously serving as supply.

Russell Theobald to Victoria, Spoon River District, effective Aug. 1. He 
was previously serving as supply.

Mitch Ramey to Five Points Parish: Associate Pastor, effective Aug. 1. 
He was previously serving as supply.

Supply not appointed
Chiyong Oh to Urbana Jesus Love Ministry, Iroquois River District, 
effective July 1.

Deaths
Rev. William “Bill” Renner, 68, a retired pastor, died Aug. 11 in 
Springfield.

He served local churches in the Nazarene Church and in the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference of the UMC, retiring from Quincy Melrose Chapel in 
2012.

Two sons also serve as pastors in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference: 
Charliam Renner serving in Sullivan; and Shalom Renner serving in 
Metropolis.

His wife, Maralee Renner, survives. Condolences may be sent to her at 
3121 Norwood Drive, Springfield, IL  62704.

Betty Eastin, mother of the Rev. William Lakota Eastin and mother-in-
law of Kaskaskia River District Superintendent Carol Lakota Eastin, died 
Aug. 9, in St. Francis Hospice in Peoria. 

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to William and Carol at: 405 Jay 
Drive, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864.

Retired pastor Oliver K. Zivney, 89, died July 30, in Dwight.

He served local churches in the former Central Illinois Conference, retir-
ing from Reddick in 1993.

His wife, Shirley, passed away in 2010.

Online condolences for the family can be left on the Hager Memorial 
Homes website at:  http://www.calvertmemorial.com/dwightarea/
component/memorials/item/133/16-dwight.html

Retired pastor Chester E. Sheldon, 97, died July 29, in Minnesota.

He served local churches in the former Central Illinois Conference, as the 
District Superintendent of the Springfield District and retired from serv-
ing as Director of the Conference Council on Ministries in 1984.

His wife, Helen, died in February.

The Rev. Ralph H. Dude, 77, died July 24, in Normal.

He served local churches in the former Central Illinois Conference, served 
on the Conference Council on Ministries staff as the Counselor for Camp-
ing and Youth Ministries, and retired as the Director of Public Relations 
at the Baby Fold in Normal.

His wife, Karleen Dude, survives. Condolences may be sent to her at 901 
Randall Drive, Normal, IL  61761-2446.

A full obituary may be found at the following website address and mes-
sages for the family may be posted there: http://www.calvertmemorial.
com/obituaries/bloomington.html

CONNECTED CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Photos by Bunny Wolfe
Stan Swank from Aledo UMC, Steve Erlandson from Monmouth First Lutheran Church, Mike Millar from Aledo UMC; 
and Dwight Reynolds from Aledo UMC.
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Events & Announcements

Early response   
training
Several Early Response training sessions 
have been slated for persons who wish 
to become an Early Responder in times 
of disaster and a re-certification course 
is available for those responders whose 
certification is due to expire in the near 
future.

The following training sessions are 
scheduled:

• Sept. 19 -- Bloomington Wes-
ley UMC, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Registration deadline is: Sept. 14. 
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/ERTBloomingtonWes-
ley150915. Note: This is a resched-
uled date.

• Sept. 19 – Fairview Heights Christ 
UMC, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Registration deadline is: Sept. 14. 
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/ERTFairviewHeight-
sChrist91915

• Oct. 24 – Peoria First UMC, 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Registration deadline is 
Oct. 19. Register online at: https://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/ERTatPeori-
aFirst102415

Recertification training is being offered 
Sept. 19 at Bloomington Wesley UMC 
from 8 a.m. to noon.  Online registration 
through Aug. 14 can be found by visit-
ing: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/ERT-
RecertBloomingtonWesleyAM150919

All ERTs are trained by authorized 
UMCOR trainers and given badges 

by their own 
conference. The 
Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference has 
several UMCOR 
trainers available 
to lead ERT 
trainings at 
your church or in 
your district. ERT trainings normally will 
take place on a Saturday and be held 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. If you are 
interested in having a training held in 
your area, please contact Ron Monroe 
at smonroe50@yahoo.com for more 
information and for scheduling a time 
for the training.

ERT trainings cost $40 for the full day. 
The cost includes background check, 
training materials, lunch, ERT t-shirt 
and UMCOR badge. The deadline for 
registration is usually 8 days before the 
training. Please note that there needs 
to be a minimum of 12 people for the 
training to take place and the maximum 
number is 30. 

Missionary Sandra 
Raasch in 
IGRC
Sept. 29 to 
Oct. 4
Sandra K. Raasch, a 
missionary with the 
General Board of 
Global Ministries of The United Method-
ist Church serving as coordinator of 
medical and environmental ministries 
of the Honduras Mission, will be itiner-
ating in the IGRC Sept. 29-Oct. 4. If you 
would like to host Sandra for a speaking 
opportunity, contact Carolyn Yockey by 
emailing CLPY508@aol.com

You can also view her calendar for infor-
mation about where she will be speak-
ing by visiting: http://www.igrc.org/
missions_itinerationcalendar (there is 
an underscore between missions and 
itinerationcalendar).

To read more about Raasch’s work in 
Honduras, visit: http://www.umcmis-
sion.org/explore-our-work/mission-
aries-in-service/missionary-profiles/
Raasch-Sandra

Rx Consultation       
Oct. 9-11 in West Ohio
Registration for the North Central 
Jurisdiction’s Rx Consultation is now 
open. The consultation will be at Scioto 
Ridge UMC in the West Ohio Confer-
ence, Oct. 9-11. The event helps to 
prepare teams to do medical missions 
and healthy community missions in a 

productive and meaningful way with-
out doing harm.

For more information, visit: http://
events.r20.constantcontact.com/regis-
ter/event?oeidk=a07eb3gnphnc26924
16&llr=rpqrezcab

Reaching New       
People Workshops
Too often churches take a “wait for 
people to come” approach, or they think 
‘invitation’ means standing on street 
corners or initiating painfully difficult 
conversations. Not so!

This workshop will teach principles 
which are effective in churches of all 
sizes that are making new disciples of 
Jesus Christ. The key to reaching new 
people is to move beyond the walls of 
the building and develop relationships 
with people in the community. This 
workshop will equip the church to reach 
out in non-threatening ways.

If more people of the church intentional-
ly engage in this invitational model, the 
church will be more effective in reaching 
new people.

This one-day workshop invites a team (a 
pastor and at least 3 lay people) to take 
next steps in reaching new people.  The 
larger the number of people who attend, 
the greater the likelihood the principles 
will have a positive impact on a church's 
ability to reach new people.  Bring a 
large team!!

Upcoming workshops:

Oct. 10 at Troy UMC. Register online at: 
http://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/Reaching-
NewPeopleOct102015Troy

Oct.  17 at Flora First UMC -- NOTE: there 
is a limit of 160 total registrants for this 
workshop. Register online at: http://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/ReachingNewPeo-
pleOct172015Flora 

If you are interested in this workshop 
taking place in your district or for more 
information, contact Mike Crawford at 
mcrawford@igrc.org

Ignition Middle 
School Conference
Ignition Middle School Conference is a 
weekend discipleship event for students 
in 6th to 8th grades.  The event will be 
held at Troy United Methodist Church 
Oct. 23-24.  

Steven Wiseman, youth pastor at Alders-
gate UMC in Marion, IL will be speaking.  
Jesus painter Andy Raines will be there 
during the weekend, while Tim Price 

and Harvest will lead worship.  Worship, 
seminars, small groups, meals and enter-
tainment are a part of the agenda. Typi-
cally, a group of students comes with 
an adult leader and participate in the 
weekend, beginning at 7 p.m. Friday and 
concluding at 4 p.m. Saturday.  Groups 
are responsible for arranging their own 
housing on Friday night.  

For more information, visit: www.
ignitionconference.org where one can 
download the registration forms.

COS Extension School 
dates for 2015-2016
Dates have been announced for the 
2015-2016 Course of Study Extension 
School for part-time local pastors.

Dates are as follows:

Aug-Sept. 2015 session --              
Aug. 21-22 and Sept. 18-19
*Registration closed June 20*

Oct.-Nov. 2015 session --             
Oct. 9-10 and Nov. 6-7
*Registration closed August 10*

Feb.-March 2016 session --            
Feb. 5-6 and March 4-5, 2016
Deadline: Dec. 10
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/COS_Feb2016 (underscore 
between COS and Feb2016)

April-May 2016 session -- 
April 8-9 and May 6-7, 2016
Deadline: Feb. 10, 2016
Register online at: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/COS_April2016 (under-
score between COS and April2016)

Iowa hosts 5-Day 
Academy
CEDAR FALLS, Iowa – The Iowa Confer-
ence will host a Five-Day Academy 
for Spiritual Formation Oct. 4-9, at the 
American Martyrs Retreat Center in 
Cedar Falls, Iowa.

The academy's theme is Pursuing Humor.

Guest speakers are Daniel Wolpert, 
author of the "Life with God" series and 
Illinois native Sister Kathleen Flood, a 
member of the Order of Preachers.

Both will share their experiences and 
practices in Spiritual direction and de-
velopment while focusing on the caring 
love and light 'hearted side' of our God.

For more information or to request a 
brochure, contact David Hobbs, LDM for 
Camps and Christian Formation at (515) 
974-9813 or by email at: david.hobbs@
iaumc.org
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Clergy robes unclaimed
from annual conference
Two clergy robes were left at the Peoria Civic Center following 
Annual Conference. To date, no one has claimed them. 

The robes can be claimed by contacting Nancy Patton at the 
Conference Center by emailing njpatton@igrc.org or by calling 
217-529-2397

CLASSIFIEDS

East Bay Camp is looking for 2 part-time cooks able to get 
food managers certificate. Willing to provide training. Also 
looking for housekeeping staff. Positions may include both 
roles for more hours. For an interview please call 309-365-7531   
Camp is located near Lake Bloomington 

Youth Leader
Seeking outstanding candidates to oversee our youth program.
Youth Leader position will oversee the spiritual development 
and guidance for youth in grades 6 through 12 within SUMC 
and the community.
We anticipate this will be a 20-25 hour per week position that 
is responsible for developing, planning and promoting all 
events that target youth and their spiritual growth, publicize 
and promote involvement, including communicating with 
parents guardians, as well as attend staff and leadership team 
meetings. If you love working with youth and want to learn 
more about this rewarding part time position, we’d like to talk 
to you.
Please e-mail your resume to:  marc@savoyumc.org 
or send to:  SUMC -
Attn. Pastor Marc Brown
3002 W. Old Church Rd
Champaign, IL

Illinois Great Rivers 

trainers available 

your church or in 



Christian Conversations

Local pastors deserve our full respect and support
BY MARK TEASDALE

I have just finished teaching my sixth year in 
Course of Study (COS), providing the required educa-
tion for people to be licensed local pastors (LLPs) in 
The United Methodist Church. Over this time I have 
taught in two different United Methodist seminaries 
in different parts of the country.

The LLPs I have encountered are committed both 
to the Christian faith and to the denomination. Many 
have entered the ministry with a deep sense of calling 
and at great personal sacrifice. All of them are in their 
second career or bi-vocational, requiring either the 
nest egg from their previous career or the additional 
salary of a second career in order to offset the low 
wages they receive from the congregations they serve.

In spite of the meager pay and lack of benefits 
provided by the church, LLPs face the same demands 
as ordained Elders, including preaching, administra-
tion, pastoral care and maintaining the connection 
with the district and the conference. However, they 
do these without the same authority and support as 
Elders. Lower minimum salary packages, strictures 
on voting in the Annual Conference, and the lack of 
assurance of having an appointment year-after-year 
are some of the differences.

While there are reasons for the polity differentia-
tions between those who are licensed and ordained, I 
am concerned that Elders see LLPs and the congrega-
tions they serve as an underclass of the denomination 
because of these differences. Over the years I have 

heard LLPs affirm this. They speak of being passed 
over in conference discussions because they can vote 
neither as clergy nor as laity. They share stories of 
how they have been ignored or dismissed at unofficial 
gatherings of UM clergy, especially at Annual Confer-
ence Sessions, where their non-blue name tag ribbons 
are so visible.

Pamela Holliman, Associate Professor of Pastoral 
Theology and Pastoral Psychotherapy at Garrett-
Evangelical, spoke to this in a Ministry Study Sympo-
sium held at Garrett Nov. 18, 2009. “Is the denomina-
tion taking advantage of some candidates for local 
pastor?  The need is great for people willing to serve 
small parishes and who will do so for a low wage, 
insufficient support and lack of resources. I found this 
to be particularly true for ethnic minorities. … Most 
were on a road to early burnout and heart disease.”

I offer four steps to begin addressing this con-
cern:

• Do away with the colored ribbons that announce 
our formal title or rank at annual conference.

• Seminaries treat COS as equal to their other 
degree offerings. COS is set off from the regu-
lar faculty and course offerings, as though the 
education offered at COS is of lesser quality than 
what is offered through other programs. The 
core of what I teach, and what is expected from 
the denomination, is the exact same in both my 
MDiv and COS courses. The education should be 
valued accordingly.

• Elders should connect with LLPs in their daily 
ministry as well as during annual conference, 
recognizing that we are all commonly called 
through our baptism.  I encourage every Elder 
who reads this to take at least one LLP to lunch 
before next annual conference in order to con-
nect with a fellow UM pastor.

• The annual conference meetings and conference 
news service needs to acknowledge regularly the 
hard work of the LLPs, which is often remarkable 
given the scale on which they operate.

LLPs are grateful for the opportunity the church 
gives them to live out their calling. As a denomina-
tion, we should support them in the sacrifice and 
work they do as they faithfully carry out that calling. 
As one LLP explained to me “we are not competitors 
nor usurpers of (the) authority or status (of) ordained 
Elders in our tradition. We too are called, often late 
in life and only desire to answer that call to serve 
alongside them in the fields of the Lord. Not ahead or 
above, nor below or behind.”

(The Rev. Mark Teasdale, and Elder in the BWC, is 
E. Stanley Jones Associate Professor of Evangelism and 
Director of the Doctor of Ministry Program at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, IL. 
Originally posted on the Baltimore-Washington Annual 
Conference website, www.bwcumc.org)

Two local pastors completed their Course of Study and 
graduated June 30 from St. Paul School of Theology. The 
graduation ceremony was held at the Wesley Chapel of the 
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, 
Kan. Graduates were anointed by their professors to go out 
to serve the church and the world.
Pictured is Rev. Cathy Clark. Rev. Jim Crozier also graduated 
but is not pictured.

Photo courtesy of Heather Snodgrass, St. Paul School of Theology

Eleven individuals recently completed the License for Local Pastors’ school held 
at Normal Calvary UMC. Pictured in the back row, from left are: Fred Sistler, Mark 
Hendrickson, Russ Theobold and Carl “Mitch” Ramey. Middle row from left are: 
Christopher Wise, Debby Rhodes, Valerie Mezger Wengstrom and Jeff Morrison. Front 
row from left are: Stephen Hudspath, Lenny Summar and Natarsha Baker Brown 
Gardner.
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Local Church News

Dohner’s ‘5 years in Rushville’ became 60
BY DAVE BAKKE

Springfield State Journal-Register

RUSHVILLE – Dr. Russell Dohner will never 
really leave Rushville. The good doctor, who died 
early Friday morning (Aug. 7) at the age of 90, will 
live on in the lives of the people he treated, which 
was just about everyone in town.

And their parents. And their grandparents. And, 
yeah, their great-grandparents. There’s a statue of him 
in Rushville as well. So he will remain a presence.

Dohner became a celebrity in part because of his 
longevity but mostly because he only charged $5 for an 
office visit (up from the original $2). His story put Rush-
ville, population a little more than 3,000, on the map. 
He was featured by NBC, CBS and the BBC in England. 
He said no to 60 Minutes. Too controversial, he said. 
Major daily newspapers, local TV and radio spread the 
story of the small-town doc from coast to coast.

Though I sincerely doubt that he had ever a 
Facebook page of his own, his fans created one in his 
honor. It was the Dr. Dohner Fan Page (located at: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dr-Dohner-Fan-
Page/124097997605300).

We started following him in 1985, when he 
was just 60. We, too, were drawn by his low fee (it 

had risen from $2 to $3 in 
1985) and the fact that he 
practically worked around 
the clock.

Even then we referred 
to his small-town practice 
as “fading.” Yes, it faded all 
right — faded for the next 
30 years, until he retired in 
2013 after 60 years as a doc-
tor in Rushville.

Originally, he was 
only going to practice there 
for five years. That’s what 
Dohner said his plan was 
when a local banker and 
doctor lured him to Rush-
ville from his internship in 
Chicago. But when the five 
years were up, he was so 
involved with his patients 
that he couldn’t leave.

“When the time came, 
I didn’t think much of it,” he 
told us in 1985. “I was busy 
here, and I was content 
here, and I really didn’t try 
to leave.”

It was really till death do us part. His marriage 
wasn’t. He married while an intern in Chicago, but 
between his long hours and her distaste for small-
town life, it didn’t last very long.

Dohner said his parents spoke German around 
their farm home near Vermont, about 14 miles 
northeast of Rushville, and instilled a work ethic in 
him and each of their seven children.

“I think that part of me (the part that likes to 
work long hours) is from the family,” he told us. “We 
were brought up to work all of the time. We had very 

little in the way of vacations. It was hard work, living 
on the farm. But it was good.”

Rushville Mayor Carson Klitz said that when it 
came to medicine, Dohner knew his stuff. The mayor 
said his stepfather had a heart attack, and Dohner’s 
diagnosis and treatment were the same as the stepfa-
ther later got from doctors when he went to Chicago.

“He was cut from a different mold,” Klitz said 
Friday. “He’s done more for our community than 
anyone who didn’t live here would realize. He was a 
wonderful man, and it was a privilege to know him.

“He had people go into his office, which was on 
the north side of the square, on Sundays. He’d go to 
church (at Rushville UMC), and when it was over, he 
would hold office hours every Sunday. The drugstore 
here wouldn’t close until Doc Dohner’s office closed. 
There were no appointments; you just went. It was 
different way to run a railroad, but that’s the way he 
did it his whole life.”

The year 2013 was a landmark. Not only did 
Dohner retire that year, at age 88, but that’s the year 
the Dr. Russell R. Dohner Living Memorial was 
unveiled in Rushville. It’s a life-size bronze statue of 
Dohner sitting on a park bench talking to a child.

It was the year Dohner was grand marshal of the 
Illinois State Fair parade. And the year U.S. Sen. Dick 
Durbin took to the Senate floor to honor Dohner, 
comparing him to George Bailey from It’s a Wonder-
ful Life.

“Dr. Dohner was an extraordinary man,” Durbin 
said Friday, “who found his calling in a red-brick 
storefront on Rushville’s town square. His life’s work 
was devoted to the health and well-being of every 
man, woman and child in his community, regardless 
of their ability to pay. 

“No doubt his story will continue to inspire 
young people to become doctors, but I am also cer-
tain his story will motivate so many more to identify 
a need in their community and work hard to fill it.”

As news of Dohner’s death spread through 
Rushville on Friday, several people placed bouquets 
of flowers at his statue on the northwest corner of the 
square.

(Reprinted with permission from the Aug. 9 issue of the 
State Journal-Register, www.sj-r.com)

Dr. Russell R. Dohner
• Born Feb. 8, 1925
• A regular church attendee at Rushville First UMC
• Member of Rushville Rotary Club (with a 37-year per-

fect attendance pin and a Paul Harris Fellow)
• Enjoyed singing at church and at Rotary
• Hobbies included growing flowers and trees and fish-

ing at his cabin at the lake
• Dohner’s vocational choice was inspired by the town 

doctor who treated him for seizures as a child
• During 1944-1946, he served in the U.S. Army mili-

tary police unit, guarding the Pentagon (seeing such 
notables as President Harry Truman and General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower) then was placed in the medi-
cal detachment of a battalion where he became a 
Staff Sergeant.

• In 1946, Dr. Dohner became one of the first four 
pre-med students at then Western Illinois Teacher’s 
College, now Western Illinois University (the only one 
of the four who became a doctor, so he was the first 
doctor produced by WIU).

• Graduated from Northwestern University in 1953 with 
his medical degree, having saved his Army pay of two 
years plus working in Chicago area doctors’ offices to 
pay his way through Northwestern. 

• Served as Cardiology Internist at St. Luke’s Hospital, 
Chicago, Ill., in 1954, and came to Rushville, Ill., in 

1955 to practice medicine which he did for 
58 years until Oct. 31, 2013.

• Attracted national notice beginning in the 
early 1970’s due to his $2 office visit fee 
which at that time was being revised to $3 and 
later raised to $5 per office visit (which remained 
his office fee until his practice concluded in 2013); the 
fact that he regularly did house calls; that, in addition 
to visiting his patients at Culbertson Hospital, he also 
regularly visited patients in Astoria, Beardstown, Mt. 
Sterling, and Rushville nursing homes; that no ap-
pointments were taken at his office, names went on 
a list and he would see patients in sequential order 
until everyone had been seen (and if a patient was 
feeling really sickly, they came through the back door 
for quicker attention); and, he would also see patients 
who came to his home.

• Appeared on NBC’s “Today Show” (1970 and 2012 
with Kevin Tibbles, and 1983, early 1990’s, and 2010 
with Bob Dotson); on CNN (twice in 2012, once with 
Sanjay Gupta and once with Piers Morgan); and, was 
featured in People Magazine (1983 and 2012).

• Delivered more than 3,500 babies in Rushville and 
donated at least 10,000 trees to Rushville.

• Encouraged many young people to enter the medical 
field, including the current CEO of Culbertson Memo-
rial Hospital Lynn Stambaugh (whom he also brought 
into this world).

Photos courtesy of Springfield State Journal-Register

4
SE

PT
EM

BE
R 

20
15



Local Church News

Youth 
  shares 
how mission trip 

 was transformational to her
(Editor’s note: Below is a transcript of a presentation 
given by Tristan Bixby, a junior high youth from Nor-
mal First UMC at morning worship July 26, when the 
youth returned from a mission trip to Indiana.)
BY TRISTAN BIXBY
NORMAL FIRST UMC

NORMAL -- I would like to start by thanking my 
church family for your prayers and support. Also, 
thank you for this opportunity to become closer with 
Christ. 
Hi, my name is Tristan Bixby and I recently went on a 
mission trip in Indiana with the junior high youth group. 
They mixed our youth groups up into several groups. 
The group I was in got to go to the local clothing and 
food pantry. Of course, at first, being with a group of 
strangers was a bit awkward, but by the end of the 
first day, we were all comfortable with each other. 
I remember how on the first day, we unloaded a truck. 
I looked at the weather outlook that day and brought 
a jacket (guess who was the most prepared to work 
with the ice-cream?). I was working alongside with 
two other girls. As we passed the ice-cream along our 
makeshift assembly line, we began to sing the song 
that the dwarfs in Snow White sang as they worked in 
the mine. Needless to say, it was a lot more fun than I 
expected. 
The man who was volunteering in the pantry, David, 
was amazing. He was in charge of coordinating and 
taking care of the pantry, not to mention how he spent 
most of his time there. He also spoke four different 
languages for the people he was serving. I remember 
how David would often speak about how we are all 
brothers and sisters in The Lord. Normally, I would let 
that thought go in one ear and out the other because 
I understood it and have heard it so many times, but 
I remember the thought lingering in my head all week 
and being enhanced every time he spoke about it. 
We did several jobs at the pantry; unloading, load-
ing, setting food out, putting food away, working with 
warm food, working with cold food, sorting clothes, 
and lots of painting. Believe it or not, the second most 
time consuming job was putting out and sorting the 
bread… the first was painting. We set out loaf after 

loaf after loaf of bread, and just when we thought it 
was over more bread would almost magically appear. 
Once we finished stacking and sorting the bread, we 
took our break and ate our sandwiches. The day I 
came home I looked my parents in the eye and said, 
“I’ll be fine without sandwiches for a while.”
The next and last day, we set out a bit more food and 
moved nine big shelves that were attached to each 
other. I remember looking at them from across the 
room and thinking, “you want us to move that?” Sure 
enough, that’s exactly what David wanted us to do. 
The nine of us grabbed onto the shelves and moved 
them. It was as easy as that! It felt like I was only lifting 
five pounds, not even. Not only did we impress our-
selves, but almost all the volunteers were impressed, 
too. We even got a few cheers from them. After we 
set it down, we saw David and he said, “what’d I tell 
you? I knew you guys could do it.” 
We were assigned to our tables of food that we would 
be serving and guess who was assigned the bread 

table. I can’t complain, it turned out to be very fun 
and rewarding. I stood by my table and began to feel 
a tad bit anxious. The time came to serve and I was 
nervous, no, not nervous, terrified. I was astounded 
by how much anxiety had built up. I couldn’t find a 
way to calm down so I did the only thing I could think 
of, I sang. It sounds strange, I know, but it helped. I 
kept singing this one line from Pocahontas over and 
over again between people in line. It was the line, “you 
think the only people who are people are the people 
who look and think like you.” It brought me back to 
the lesson that David was so passionate about; how 
we are all brothers and sisters in The Lord. 
As people passed by, I realized just how important 
that lesson is. I noticed that not one single person 
looked like another. It seemed like there was at least 
one person from every corner of the world. No one 
looked alike, but it felt like we were all connected. 
After I made that discovery, I noticed something that 
hadn’t crossed my mind. The volunteers were getting 
in line, too. 
It’s one thing for someone like me to volunteer. I have 
everything I need; a roof over my head, food on my 
table, a great family, and amazing friends, but to have 
worked with these people all week, look forward to 
seeing their smiling faces every day, and see them 
getting in that line is really groundbreaking. It remind-
ed me that you can’t just praise and serve God in the 
good times, but in the bad times too. Things weren’t 
exactly going their way, but they still smiled through it 
and thanked The Lord for everything he blessed them 
with. I find that amazing. 
I found a quote about giving because I love quotes 
and quotes are cool. Winston Churchill once said, “We 
make a living by what we get, but we make a life by 
what we give.”
When I got back home, I couldn’t stop talking about 
the mission trip. Despite my family’s greatest efforts, I 
told them everything at least three times. I didn’t take 
much for granted and I felt a lot happier than usual. 
Sure, the showers were cold and outside, the bugs 
ate me alive, but I couldn’t have asked for a better 
experience.

I learned the joy of servanthood  
and how rewarding it truly is to   
give. I understand how the people 
who give are some of the happiest 
people you will ever meet.” 

Photos courtesy of Kathryn Gossard
Normal First UMC’s junior high youth group recently took a mission 
trip to Indiana. Pictured in the photo are: (back row, from left) Gavin 
Cunningham, Rev. Kim Burke, sponsor Laurie Fuller, Jacob Matchett 
and sponsor Harlan Fuller. (front row, from left) are Alex Herrera, Daniel 
Estabrook, Caleb Morse, Nekimbreah Moore, Benjamin Morgan and Andy 
Sprouls. Kneeling in front are Tristan Bixby and Tori Kafer. (above photo) 
Tristan Bixby at work during the mission trip.

“
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Watseka experiences second flood in seven years
BY BOB SABO
Watseka First UMC

WATSEKA – Watseka experienced its second major 
flood in seven years over the weekend of July 12.

Roughly, 60 square blocks and 350 homes were 
affected.  Many were displaced from their homes and 
moved to the local Red Cross shelter, motels, and friends’ 
homes the week following the flood.

The Watseka Area Food Pantry, a ministry of the 
Watseka First UMC, expanded its outreach the two weeks 
following the flood.  During the two-week period, the 
ministry provided food to 214 households representing 
750 people.  For the month of July, the pantry assisted 
290 households representing 1000 people.  More than 100 
flood buckets, provided by the Midwest Mission Distribu-
tion Center, have been distributed to the community.

As the waters receded, cleanup began to take place.  
On Aug. 1, 30 volunteers from the United Methodist, Lu-
theran and Presbyterian churches gathered at the Watseka 
First UMC for a time of orientation and prayer before 
going out into the community to assist families with muck 
out. On Aug. 8,  groups also went out to share God’s love 
by assisting in cleanup.

There will soon be opportunities for Early Response 
Teams and Volunteers in Mission teams to assist with 
repair work.  At this time assessments are being done to 
determine the needs.  Word will be sent out through the 
Conference office when the next phase of recovery is set 

to take place.  
Thankfully, neither the Watseka First United Meth-

odist Church nor the parsonage were affected by the 
flood.  The water came within a block and a half of the 
church.  

Conference Disaster funds were granted to assist 
with flood relief.  This will be a blessing to families in the 
community. Thanks to everyone for your prayers for those 
affected by the flood and those who are aiding in the 
recovery.

The 2015 Second Quarter Mission Empha-
sis for the Newman and Murdock 
UMC’s was Chaddock in Quincy. Chad-
dock broke ground last May for a new 
school on their 32-acre campus, as was 
written in a recent issue of The Current.  On 
March 22, Jeff VanCamp spoke at both 
churches, sharing stories of the ministry at 
Chaddock.  Immediately the two churches 
wanted to be part of this kingdom worthy 
goal of a new building.  
During the months of April, May, and June, 
they received $10 gifts from the church 
family and filled in a “brick” with a name of 
a family member or friend for whom they 
were grateful. At first, children and grand-
children, nieces and nephews were named 
who were able to go to school and do well.  
As the months unfolded, the bricks grew to 
include other family and friends and the gifts 
increased. The brick wall at each church 
filled up and the excitement grew.  At the 
end of the project, the final Sunday in June, 
a total of $2,390 in gifts were collected to be 
sent to Chaddock, along with the churches’ 
prayers and encouragement.

URBANA – The Scriptural Foundations class at Ur-
bana Wesley UMC just completed a study of Giving 
Our Hearts Away by Thom White Wolf Fassett, and 
included in this study a 
field trip to the Eiteljorg 
Museum of American 
Indians and Western 
Art in Indianapolis, 
Ind..  Dr. Fassett was a 
featured speaker at the 
2015 Annual Confer-
ence in Peoria during 
the Act of Repen-
tance, recognizing the 
“church’s role in the 
subjugation of Ameri-
ca’s Native people.” 
In addition to reading 
and discussing the 
chapters in the book, 
the class watched 
videos, listened to Native music, and shared worship 
resources used in Native Christian churches.  Major 
topics included the history of Indian-US relations, 
contributions from Native culture, and Indian social 
and religious values, as well as problems of poverty, 
alcoholism, and reservation life. Perhaps the most 
difficult discussions centered around the church’s 
historical role in operating boarding schools, the Trail 
of Death through Illinois, and the current expansion 
of gambling casinos.
On July 26, Rev Danny Lybarger was invited as a 
special guest at Wesley. The class welcomed others 
to join them to hear his personal Native stories and 
to discuss questions that had been stimulated by 
the study. Rev Lybarger closed the session outside 
on the lawn with a pipe ceremony. The class intends 
to continue this focus by identifying an area project 
so their study can be put into action.  

Urbana Wesley class completes 
Native American study BY JUDITH UNGER

Urbana Wesley UMC

Photo courtesy of Mary Burgett

Photo courtesy of Bob Sabo

Photos courtesy of Judith Unger
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Local Church News

Vacation Bible School 
and an urban church
BY AMY GEORGE
VBS Director, Peoria First UMC

PEORIA -- The theme for Vacation Bible School at 
Peoria First UMC was Conquering our Challenges with 
God’s Mighty Power.  Let me tell you 
a true story of how we lived the 
reality of this theme – with God’s 
Mighty Power!

Tuesday morning 
began early, with a 
frantic message that 
there were two boys 
fighting in the 
Worship Center. 
When I asked 
one of the boys 
what happened, his 
answer was solemn 
and matter of fact: 
“That boy was mean 
to me, so I had to fight 
him.”  

I explained that 
we never have to 
fight, but later that 
morning, I found 
myself having the same 
conversation with him 

about making right choices.  Several times 
throughout each day, I checked in with him and 
I saw how our powerful God was conquering 
this challenge.  

This boy’s small group leader was a patient, 
caring man, who understood how to 

use firm, but gentle guidance when 
needed.  In the same larger group, 
was a man who provided constant 
hugs that the child so clearly craved.  

Both gentlemen are active mem-
bers of our church.  

Neither one had been on 
the list of volunteers, but 
came at the last minute, 
offering to help.  

Our God provided for the 
needs of His child!  On Thursday 
morning, the young boy jumped 

into my lap and said, “Miss 
Amy, do you know what hap-
pened in the story yesterday?  
They killed that dude!  It made 

me cry.  How could they just kill 
that dude??”   

My heart melted as I explained 
why they killed “that dude” and what 
that could mean in his life.  

My friend wasn’t ready to accept Christ’s story as his 
own, but as I prayed with him, I knew a seed had been 
planted.  He is connected to us through Lincoln School 
and through soccer, and I am grateful that the seed will 
have the opportunity to be watered and nurtured.  

We did a lot of awesome things at VBS  -- music, 
games, science, snacks and stories.  Our fifth and sixth 
graders served in the community and the children do-
nated money and supplies for more than 100 UMCOR 
health and school kits. But most importantly, a nine-year-
old boy cried when they killed “that dude.”  That is why 
VBS exists. God has the power!

Members of Kewanee UMC             
M & M’s (Mavens & Mavericks) 
gather to organize their latest projects. 
Pictured are wheelchair/walker bags 
which will be given to local nursing home 
residents.  Also shown are book bags to 
be given to the Midwest Mission Distribu-
tion Center in Chatham for distribution to 
children worldwide. The group currently 
has 26 members – men and women – 
and meet weekly.  They also head up 
the church’s Relay For Life Team, raising 
more than $12,000 this year. The group’s 
average age is 79.

BY DELORES LIVENGOOD
Albion First UMC

ALBION – Many of you have heard about Red Nose 
Day Fundraising through NBC and Walgreens.   It 
is a campaign by the nonprofit organization Comic 
Relief.  In the UK the Red Nose Campaign has been 
going for 30 years.  Money raised gets distributed 
by grants that benefit children and young people in 
the U.S. and some of the poorest communities in the 
world.  In the U.S. over $21 Million was raised in this 
first campaign!!!   
After contacting the Red Nose warehouse, Pas-
tor Steve Livengood found out that in order to get 
enough Red Noses for one of his congregations he 

would have to contact a Walgreens’ 
store.  The store he contacted told him 
that they didn’t have as many as he needed 
but that they would contact other Walgreen stores in 
the area and try to come up with 100 Red Noses for 
Albion First.  
Sure enough in a few weeks they contacted him and 
said they were ready for pickup!!!  It took no time at 
all for the word to spread at Albion First and soon 
all of the noses had been purchased!!!  May 17 was 
the date selected for everyone to wear the noses in 
church.  The local newspaper was contacted and 
they took the picture and published it that week!  
Everyone had fun participating in the event!

Albion First celebrates Red Nose Sunday

Photo courtesy of Pat Damron

Photos courtesy of Peoria First UMC
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Featured News

Conference files suit against breakaway 
church who occupies church building
BY HEATHER HAHN

GRAND CHAIN, Ill. 
(UMNS) – The Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference filed a 
lawsuit Aug. 6 seeking to 
keep property now used 
by a breakaway congre-
gation.

The lawsuit, filed in 
Illinois’ Pulaski County 
Circuit Court, asks for 
a permanent injunc-
tion that would bar the 
church from “occupying, 
possessing or otherwise exercising control over the 

real and personal property.”
Ohio Chapel Church in Grand Chain, 

Ill., formerly Ohio Chapel United Method-
ist Church, declared its independence from 
The United Methodist Church in March. The 
church told the conference it wanted to be 

“more self-governing,” said Paul Black, the confer-
ence’s director of communication ministries.

Neither the Rev. Tammy Horn, Ohio Chapel’s 
pastor, nor the congregation’s attorney immediately 
returned requests for comment from United Methodist 
News Service. 

However, in an Aug. 8 news story, The Southern 
Illinoisian, based in Carbondale, reported, that Larry 
Badgley, chair of the trustees for Ohio Chapel, said the 

decision was due to The United Methodist Church sliding 
“way, way left” of Biblical beliefs. “We just simply need to 
be attending a church that believes the Bible. The Methodist 
Conference is not necessarily doing that at all.”

The news story went on to speculate that “at the heart 
of the matter was same-sex marriage, which the Ohio 
Chapel church, is opposed to. The original report claimed 
that the Conference would require the church to perform 
same-sex marriages according to an IGRC policy in light of 
the June 25 Supreme Court ruling. 

Conference spokesperson Paul Black contacted the 
newspaper seeking a correction to the information.  

“The Supreme Court ruling on same-sex marriage 
has no impact on The United Methodist Church’s position 
on homosexuality and same-sex marriage. The position of 

The United Methodist Church is that 
‘homosexuality is incompatible with 
Christian teaching,’ a position the 
church has held since 1972. Further, 
The United Methodist Church pro-
hibits pastors from performing same-
sex marriages and prohibits churches 
from holding same-sex weddings,” 
Black said, providing the denomina-
tion’s full statements on the issue. “As 
part of The United Methodist Church 
connection, the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference and its leadership sup-
port and enforce those positions. 

Only General Conference, which meets every four years, 
has the authority to change those positions of the church. 
They have not.

“The letter sent to Bishop Jonathan Keaton and District 
Superintendent Roger Russell in March from the congre-
gation said ‘self-governance’ was the issue (i.e. being able 
to select their own pastor rather than the pastor being 
appointed by the bishop), which is not consistent with our 
polity. Homosexuality was mentioned, but it was not con-
sidered the major concern.”

The newspaper followed the original story with a clari-
fication on Aug. 10.

The Illinois Great Rivers case follows a highly-pub-
licized property settlement between the Eastern Pennsyl-
vania Conference and a fast-growing church that left the 
denomination. In that case, Wesley Church of Quarryville, 
Pennsylvania, paid the conference $100,000 for the church 
buildings and land, along with an additional $58,000 in 
other conference obligations.

Role of trust clause
One difference between those two cases, Black said, 

is that conference leadership “believes there is still viable 
ministry to be done there (in Grand Chain) in the name of 
The United Methodist Church.”

Another difference is in application of The United 
Methodist Church’s trust clause, part of the Book of Disci-
pline, the denomination’s law book.

The trust clause, which dates to 1797, states that local 
church properties are held “in trust” for the denomination, 
even if the church’s name is on the deed.

Black noted that in Eastern Pennsylvania, the de-

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  T R U S T  C L A U S E
Local churches use real property— buildings and 
land— for their bases of operation. Federal, state, 
and local laws require this property to be “owned” by 
some legal entity.
From the time John Wesley began establishing 
Methodist congregations on the American continent 
(late 1700’s), Methodist-chartered congregations 
purchasing property have been required in their 
deeds of purchase to include a “trust clause,” which 
commits the building to the grantee’s (denomina-
tion’s) ends and purposes. Similar expectations have 
long been imposed on former Evangelical United 
Brethren congregations. Such trust clauses serve 
important ends in our life together, but can become 
a source of conflict and hard feelings when not un-
derstood by folks in local churches.

What is at stake?
• A Wesleyan Church: The trust clause ensures 

that the Wesleyan spirit and intentions of found-
ing saints are protected. It guarantees that what 

our ancestors planted as Methodist, Evangeli-
cal, or United Brethren Churches will continue 
through the years to be infused and invigorated 
with Wesleyan DNA.

• A United Church: The trust clause links our 
local churches with other United Methodist local 
churches in a connectional network called, “The 
United Methodist Church.” We believe that many 
united are stronger and more resourceful than 
one alone.

• A Global Church: The trust clause helps us 
remember there is a world beyond the four walls 
of our buildings. Our connection calls us beyond 
parochial interests of local community into global 
mission and ministry.

• A Forgiving Church: The trust clause moti-
vates United Methodists to practice compas-
sion, forgiveness, understanding, and reconcili-
ation in the midst of conflict. Breaking up in The 
United Methodist Church is definitely hard to do. 

Our founders designed it to be that way.
• An Itinerant Ministry: The trust clause enables 

The United Methodist Church to send pastors 
who are mentored and equipped by the denomi-
nation to serve local United Methodist congrega-
tions. This helps ensure consistency, constancy, 
and quality of pastoral leadership.

• A Prophetic Pastoral Leadership: The trust 
clause frees pastors to be leaders instead of 
employees of the congregation, subject to the 
congregation’s (or a few powerful persons’) 
whims, moods, and agendas. Pastors are ap-
pointed and moved in a systematic and prayer-
ful way by the Bishop according to the missional 
needs of congregations and the annual confer-
ence and the varied gifts of pastors.

What are the legal implications?
• The title to United Methodist local church prop-

erty is held by the local church, but held in trust 

The bulletin board nameplate no longer reads United Methodist 
Church
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Conference files suit against breakaway 
church who occupies church building

parting congregation acknowledged “that the trust clause 
applied.”

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference’s suit asks the 
court to declare that all property used by Ohio Chapel is 
held under the trust clause. It also calls for the conference 
to receive an accounting of all assets held by Ohio Chapel.

Steve Lambert, general counsel for the denomina-
tion’s General Council on Finance and Administration, said 
rarely do trust clause disputes end in litigation. His legal 
services department provides counsel across the denomina-
tion.

He said the denomination’s trust clause has faced court 
challenges before, but with few exceptions, courts have 
upheld it for more than 100 years.  

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton, who leads the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, is on rest and renewal leave and 
not available for comment.

Background on case
According to the Pulaski County history published in 

1987, Ohio Chapel was organized in 1890 and held its first 
services in 1892. As of 2013, the church in far southern 
Illinois had 48 members and an average weekly attendance 
of 51.

In March, Ohio Chapel members sent a letter to the 
bishop and the Rev. Roger Russell, the 
Cache River District superintendent, 
saying the church wanted to leave The 
United Methodist Church and asking 
to be released from the trust clause.

“I thought that meant they were 
going to leave the denomination and 
relocate,” Russell said.

Horn, a part-time local pastor 
appointed to the Ohio Chapel for 
the past 11 years, notified Russell in 
April that she would discontinue her 
relationship with The United Method-
ist Church on June 30. She remains with the Ohio Chapel 
congregation.

Russell said Horn and the congregation’s desire to leave 
took him somewhat by surprise.

The church’s March letter did mention the denomina-
tion’s ongoing debate regarding homosexuality as a source 
of concern. But Russell said congregants later told the 
bishop that this particular issue was not the main reason for 

leaving. “They wanted to choose their own pastor 
in the future,” Russell said.

The church and conference leadership had 
dialogue throughout the spring, but to no avail.

New pastor’s chilly reception
Matters came to a head in July after the 

bishop appointed the Rev. Alan Milligan to serve 
as the congregation’s pastor. Milligan also serves as 
the conference’s evangelist and pastor of nearby Karnak 
and Olmstead United Methodist churches. The Karnak 
and Ohio Chapel congregations have jointly held vacation 
Bible school for years.

When Milligan arrived July 5 to lead worship, Ohio 
Chapel members met him in the parking lot and said he 
would not be allowed entry to conduct worship. Milligan 
then held a brief prayer service in the parking lot.

When Milligan returned the following Sunday, he 
was met this time by a Pulaski County deputy sheriff, 
who advised him that “no uninvited guests” would be 
permitted on the grounds of the church property. The 
deputy then said the congregation considered Mil-
ligan an uninvited guest.

Ever since, Milligan has held a prayer service in 
the cemetery across from the church with his wife 

and a few Karnak members 
in attendance. No member of 
Ohio Chapel has participated.

Milligan stressed that it’s a 
challenging situation. He regards 
Horn and others at the church as 
friends. Last week, members of 
Karnak and Ohio Chapel again 
joined together at Karnak’s facil-
ity to hold vacation Bible school 
for nearly 90 youngsters.

No one mentioned the 
dispute, he said. Milligan said his 

prayer is that what God wants happens, and that it hap-
pens quickly.

“When the dust is all settled,” he said, “we’re all going 
to have to live together down here.”

(Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist 
News Service. Contact her at (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@
umcom.org).

¶ 2501. Requirement of the Trust 
Clause for All Property-
1. All properties of United Methodist lo-
cal churches and other United Methodist 
agencies and institutions are held, in trust, 
for the benefit of the entire denomina-
tion, and ownership and usage of church 
property is subject to the Discipline. This 
trust requirement is an essential element 
of the historic polity of The United Meth-
odist Church or its predecessor denomi-
nations or communions and has been a 
part of the Discipline since 1797. It reflects 
the connectional structure of the Church 
by ensuring that the property will be used 
solely for purposes consonant with the 
mission of the entire denomination as set 
forth in the Discipline. The trust require-
ment is thus a fundamental expression of 
United Methodism whereby local churches 
and other agencies and institutions within 
the denomination are both held account-
able to and benefit from their connection 
with the entire worldwide Church.
In consonance with the legal definition and 
self-understanding of The United Method-
ist Church (see ¶ 141), and with particular 
reference to its lack of capacity to hold 
title to property, The United Methodist 
Church is organized as a connectional 
structure, and titles to all real and person-
al, tangible and intangible property held at 
jurisdictional, annual, or district conference 
levels, or by a local church or charge, or 
by an agency or institution of the Church, 
shall be held in trust for The United Meth-
odist Church and subject to the provisions 
of its Discipline. Titles are not held by The 
United Methodist Church (see ¶ 807.1) 
or by the General Conference of The 
United Methodist Church, but instead by 
the incorporated conferences, agencies, 
or organizations of the denomination, or 
in the case of unincorporated bodies of 
the denomination, by boards of trustees 
established for the purpose of holding and 
administering real and personal, tangible 
and intangible property.
2. The trust is and always has been irrevo-
cable, except as provided in the Discipline. 
Property can be released from the trust, 
transferred free of trust or subordinated to 
the interests of creditors and other third 
parties only to the extent authority is given 
by the Discipline.
3. Local churches and other United 
Methodist agencies and institutions may 
acquire, hold, maintain, improve, and sell 
property for purposes consistent with the 
mission of the Church, unless restricted or 
prevented by the Discipline. 
From The Book of Discipline of The United 
Methodist Church - 2012. Copyright 
2012 by The United Methodist Publishing 
House. Used by permission.

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  T R U S T  C L A U S E
Our founders designed it to be that way.

• An Itinerant Ministry: The trust clause enables 
The United Methodist Church to send pastors 
who are mentored and equipped by the denomi-
nation to serve local United Methodist congrega-
tions. This helps ensure consistency, constancy, 
and quality of pastoral leadership.

• A Prophetic Pastoral Leadership: The trust 
clause frees pastors to be leaders instead of 
employees of the congregation, subject to the 
congregation’s (or a few powerful persons’) 
whims, moods, and agendas. Pastors are ap-
pointed and moved in a systematic and prayer-
ful way by the Bishop according to the missional 
needs of congregations and the annual confer-
ence and the varied gifts of pastors.

What are the legal implications?
• The title to United Methodist local church prop-

erty is held by the local church, but held in trust 

for the whole United Methodist Church. Property 
is administered by local church trustees and 
subject to certain Disciplinary checks and bal-
ances.

• Although The United Methodist Church is a con-
nectional system, it is not an “entity” possessing 
legal capacities and attributes.

The United Methodist Church does not and cannot 
hold title to property (¶139). An annual conference, 
however, may hold title to property just as local 
churches do.

• Bishops, superintendents, pastors, or members 
of local congregations (including trustees) do 
not own title to United Methodist local church 
property.

• The absence of a trust clause does not exclude 
a United Methodist local church from its con-
nectional responsibilities or legal relationship to 
The United Methodist Church. The use of the 

name, customs, or polity of The United Method-
ist Church, or acceptance of appointed pas-
tors, is sufficient to legally demonstrate a United 
Methodist identity. (¶2503.6)

• If a local church decides to discontinue its life 
as a faith community, The Discipline permits the 
local church trustees to carry out the recom-
mendations of the charge conference regarding 
the disposal of property (¶ 2548.2) if 
the property matters are handled before 
actual dissolution.

• If a church abandons 1) the United 
Methodist relationship or 2) the property 
itself, The Discipline places decisions 
about disposition of property in the 
hands of Conference Trustees. 

(From the pamphlet, Whose Church Is It Anyway? 
The pamphlet can be found and downloaded on the 
IGRC website at: www.igrc.org/cabinetresources) 
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MESSENGER
The legacy of Mattie McMahon
BY DAVID SCHULTZ

Mattie Yates McMahon was born near 
Griggsville on Aug. 5, 1851. Although 
largely forgotten by history, she holds the 
distinction as the first woman elected to 
the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church.

The first General Conference she was to attend 
was held in 1900 in Chicago. Delegates came from all 
regions of the United States as well as foreign confer-
ences such as the Foochow Conference in China.

Methodist Episcopal annual conferences had 
elected female delegates to General Conference as ear-
ly as 1888. Among them was temperance leader and 
educator France Willard. Earlier delegates, however, 
withdrew their names. McMahon holds the distinction 
of being the first woman elected to General Confer-
ence (in 1900) who was also admitted to General 
Conference (in 1904). She also arranged to have her 
voice heard at the 1900 General Conference.

In 1900, the Women’s Suffrage movement was in 
full swing in America; however, the right to vote had 
been granted to women only in four states and full 
suffrage would not occur until passage of the 19th 
Amendment on Aug. 26, 1920.

A May 3, 1900, newspaper article provides a color-
ful background as to why Mrs. McMahon declined:

The only woman reserve delegate to the 
General Conference is Mrs. Levi W. McMahon 
of Griggsville, Ill. A great many of the church 
dignitaries are in consternation for fear her 
appearance at Chicago will upset all the provi-
sional brethren. Let them fly to Dr. Buckley for 
defense. O these women! Like Banquo’s ghost, 
they appear at the table and spoil the enter-
tainment.

In the 1900 Illinois Conference Journal (page 58), 

the presiding elder for the West Jacksonville District 
confirmed that consternation. On the other hand, his 
report also betrayed his discomfort with inclusive lan-
guage concerning women as he gave his own opinion 
of the debate:

The serenity of the District was undis-
turbed by the “Storm Centers” that prevailed 
around the Auditorium in the city by the 
lake during the month of May….Had it not 
been for the graceful and gracious with-
drawal from the General Conference of that 
elected and gifted lady “lay member,” from the 
West Jacksonville District, Mrs. Mattie Yates 
McMahon, the storm would, no doubt, have 
developed into a cyclone. There were probably 
not more than 30 persons, including ministers 
and members in the 30 pastoral charges of 
the District, who were anxious for the accom-
plishment of the changes effected, while many 
regarded them as unnecessary and unwise. 
They have the feeling that frequent tinkering of 
the Church in the way of doubtful legislation 
is weakening, if not disastrous. Indeed, it may 
reasonably be questioned whether much of the 
radical legislation of the last 25 years has really 
added to the moral power and efficiency of the 
Church. It would be difficult to demonstrate 
that such has been the case in some instances.

As to the tinkering, the Journal of the 1900 General 
Conference (page 106f) reflects a debate concerning 
the admission of lay delegates to the conference as 
well as equal representation of clergy and lay del-
egates. Equal representation was adopted; however, 
the General Conference retained the right to challenge 
whether or not individual elected delegates would be 
duly admitted. Presumably, this meant they retained 
the right to refuse admission to women. Rather than 

Women’s suffrage at 
General Conference
BY PAUL BLACK

When the 2015 Annual Conference gathered to elect 
its delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conference, 
the issue of gender was never openly discussed. 
In fact, one clergy and three laity delegates elected 
are female for the 2016 General Conference and three 
female clergy and two laywomen will join the General 
Conference delegation as Jurisdictional Conference 
delegates with an additional clergywoman and three 
laywomen selected as jurisdictional alternates.
What we take for granted was a long struggle within 
the church and its predecessor denominations to grant 
both representation of women as well as eventually, 
ordination of women clergy – something that wasn’t 
attained until some 60 years later. And there are some 
Illinois connections.
The United Methodist Church is the product of five 
antecedent denominations – Evangelical, United Breth-
ren, Methodist Protestant, Methodist Episcopal and 
Methodist Episcopal South.
The Methodist Protestant Church was the first in the 
United Methodist family to seat women at their General 
Conference in 1892 when Eugenia St. John of Kansas 
was seated as a ministerial delegate was were three 
lay women – Melissa M. Bonnet of West Virginia; Mrs. 
M.J. Morgan of Indiana and A.E. Murphy of Iowa. The 
MPC was not only the first to allow women to par-
ticipate as delegates but the first to recognize the full 
ministerial status of a woman in allowing her a seat as 
a ministerial delegate.
In 1893, the United Brethren in Christ for the first time 
included two women as General Conference lay del-
egates – Mattie A. Brewer was seated with the Lower 
Wabash delegation and Mrs. S.J. Staves with the Des 
Moines delegation. This was also the first General 
Conference where lay delegates were elected as lay 
representation was only established four years earlier.
In the M.E. Church North, five women were elected 
lay delegates for the first time in 1888 with another 16 
elected as lay reserves. But opposition to their eligibil-
ity prevented them from being seated. The controversy 
over “the woman question” continued to persist until 
1900 when Mattie Yates McMahon of Griggsville was 
elected but not seated at General Conference (see re-
lated story). Despite not being seated, the controversy 
led to the acceptance of women delegates and their 
inclusion in 1904.
In 1904, 24 women were elected as lay delegates 
and reserves. While McMahon was again elected by 
the Illinois Conference (a predecessor of the Central 
Illinois Conference), Emeline A. Hypes became the 
first woman elected from the former Southern Illinois 
Conference.
The M.E. Church South first extended laity rights to 
women in 1918 and at the 1922 General Conference, 
20 women took their places as lay delegates.
Lay delegates first attended the General Conference in 
the United Evangelical Association in 1898, represen-
tation in church governance in 1903 and lay participa-
tion in General Conference in 1907. However, women 
were not admitted even after the 1922 merger to form 
the Evangelical Church. It would be 1946 before wom-
en were extended laity rights. Among the “laymen” 
elected that year was Mrs. Edward (Millie) Stukenberg 
of Freeport, Ill., and Irene Haumerson of Wisconsin.
(Information for the article was largely adapted from 
“Ecclesiastical Suffrage: The First Women Participants 
at General Conference in the Antecedents of The United 
Methodist Church,” by Karen Heetdeeks Strong, Method-
ist History, Vol. 25, No. 1, October 1986)

Historical Illinois Great Rivers Conference
Volume 47, Number 3
July – September 2015

Lydia Sexton, 1799-1894
First woman to be voted recommendation as a Pulpit Speaker by the General Confer-
ence of The United Brethren Church, 1851. First presented to the General Conference 
by the Illinois Conference, United Brethren Church.

Frances Willard, 1839-1898
American temperance leader and reformer, well-known lecturer, writer, and educa-
tor, Frances Willard is remembered among Methodists for her strong stance in favor of 
women’s participation. She was elected by the Rock River Conference, a predecessor 
of today’s Northern Illinois Conference as a lay delegate in 1888 but was denied the seat 
at General Conference.

Margaret Misal, Born 1938
A clergy member of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Margaret Misal was the first East 
Indian woman to be received into full connection in The United Methodist Church.
“Before I accepted God’s call to become a pastor, I was a high-school teacher in India. I was 
very content in my job. I had no ambition or any plans to be a pastor. However, as I look 
back, I know that the Lord had planned my life in a baffling way. I did not have a vision nor 
did I see any bright light, but somehow traumatic incidents began to take place around me. 
Finally, I realized that God was calling me into ministry. After strong resistance, I surrendered 
to God’s will in 1971. In 1972 I enrolled in Princeton Theological Seminary for a master of 
Christian education degree, because I was still unclear about the call. I had to leave my 
husband and two precious young children, ages three and four, and for two years live eight 
thousand miles away. Leaving family, home, friends, and country behind made for a very 
lonesome journey. I continued further studies in the MDiv program at the Theological School 
at Drew University.”
In 1979 Margaret was given an appointment in the Central Illinois Conference. “It was a 
long journey. We had no family, no home, no friends--nothing. We had only our strong faith 

and God’s promise to always be with us. To our delight the church welcomed us graciously. Soon I found 
out that I was the only ethnic woman in the conference at that time. I had more advantages of being ethnic 
clergy than disadvantages. People were very receptive of me and my family. However, I realized that I had to 
work harder than any other pastors due to the language barriers and to prove that I was very capable to be 
a church leader.
“My journey will continue as long as God leads me and wants me. I am eternally thankful to the Lord for 
being my friend and guide on this long journey.”  She retired in 2004 from the Grant Park UMC. She and her 
husband Sashi live in retirement in Chandler, Ariz.

LEGACY CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Other Illinois ties to ‘firsts’ for women in United Methodism
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Local Church News

BY WILLIAM M. HAMMITT

The motto of Normal First UMC for many 
years was “Serving Christ: Community and Cam-
pus.” The church’s history has demonstrated that 
the words, “and Beyond” could have been added as 
individuals have gone on from here to serve Jesus 
Christ all over the world.

Members and guests will celebrate that 150 
years of history in September as we take a look at 
total span of history and how visions and dreams 
were planted for others to harvest.

Beginnings
The intertwining of campus and community 

was very apparent from the earliest days. The City 
of Bloomington was chartered by the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly in 1850. In May 1853, the Illinois 
Central Railroad ran its north-south line from 
Galena to Cairo straight through the community. 

In October 1853, the Chicago and Mississippi 
Railroad built its diagonal line from Chicago to 
Alton crossing the Illinois Central 2 ½ miles north 
of Bloomington in what is now called “uptown” 
Normal. This was the drawing card for what later 
became Normal.

Illinois State Normal University was estab-
lished by legislation signed by Gov. William H. 
Bissell on Feb. 18, 1957. With the help of Jesse Fell 
and his friend Abraham Lincoln, the University 
was located on a high point in North Bloomington 
or “The Junction.” The population of North Bloom-
ington was 847 in the 1860 census.

One the Old Main Building was completed in 
1860, an interdenominational service was held on 
the top floor of Normal Hall on Sunday afternoons. 
The Protestant ministers in Bloomington took 
turns conducting these services. Also during this 
time various denominations of Normal residents 
held prayer meetings or classes in the various 
homes of their members or in individual class-
rooms in Old Main. In Spring 1865, the Congrega-
tional Class voted to organize as a Congregational 
Church. They continued to meet in Old Main.

Illinois State’s second president, Dr. Richard 
Edwards, became concerned that there was no 
church building developing in the new town. He 
felt strongly that the spiritual needsof the students 
were as important as their educational needs. 
Being a Presbyterian, Edwards realized that there 
were more residents with Methodist leanings than 
there were of his own church, so he approached 
them voicing his concern that there was no church 
building in town. On Sept. 5, 1865, Rev. J.W. Van 
Pelt, Rev. C. D. James, Dr. T. M. Taylor, Andrew 
Mason, M. Rallins and Robert Fell, brother of Jesse 
Fell, met at the Mason’s home at 309 North St. 
(the east end of the parking lot closest to Watter-
son Food Service today) and voted to organize a 
church with 23 members.

Dr. Edwards attended the Illinois Annual 
Conference of The Methodist Episcopal Church on 
Sept. 20 and made a personal appeal, noting “the 
village is increasing in population with astonish-
ing rapidity. Its present population is more than 
five times what it was three years ago. And the 
prospect is that the future rate of increase will be 
still greater.”

The Annual Conference gave its warm ap-
proval and support for the construction of a 
Methodist Church in Normal. Normal and 
Twin Grove were made into a circuit with the 
Rev. C.D. James appointed as the first pastor. 
James’ son, Edward J. James, was president 
of Northwestern University and later of the 
University of Illinois.

A building committee was formed. A lot 
at Ash Street and Fell Avenue was donated to 
the church by philanthropist Daniel Sill. Con-
struction was far enough along for worship 
to be held in the basement of the unfinished 
church by September 1866. The completed 
church was dedicated June 7, 1867.

Early sacrifices
A writer of the early history of the 

church says, “More than one Methodist fam-
ily ate poor fare and wore scant clothing that 
money might be given to the church. The 
woman planned and labored and sacrificed 
that the building might be erected. The Trustees, 
after giving all they could, borrowed large sums for 
which they did not hesitate to give their personal 
notes. God’s house was dearer than their own and 
God’s house grew apace, until when Conference 
met in Bloomington in September 1866, the new 
church was rapidly approaching completion.”

In 1880, the church was struggling to pay off 
the original debt to build the church building and 
parsonage. Rev. R.D. Russell was appointed to 
Normal First in September 1880. The debt was rep-
resented by two notes – one for $800 and the other 
for $1,300. Rev. Russell proposed to the Official 
Board that if they would raise the $1,300 locally, 
he would raise the $800 from outside the area. The 
Board felt Russell would be jeopardizing his own 
personal funds, but he insisted and the Board gave 
its approval. On March 15, 1881, the two notes 
were paid off the church was debt-free.

By 1895, the church was extensively remod-
eled and enlarged. The baptistery was removed 
from the sanctuary and placed in the basement. 
Water in the baptistery was heated by hot irons put 
in the water. Early records indicate that 20 percent 
of the baptisms were by immersion. By 1938, 
the baptistery was completely removed from the 
church.

Lightning hit the spire of the southeast steeple 
in 1908. The first was quickly put out but the spires 
were torn off both of the towers.

In the early 1920, the Official Board, in an 
attempt to improve giving, authorized the publish-
ing of how much each member pledged and how 
much they paid. It was not only revealing, but its 
popularity was probably indicated by the fact there 
is no record that indicates it was ever done again.

In September 1933, the Official Board thanked 
the janitor, the music staff and Dr. Arthur Cates, 
the pastor, each for donating one month’s salary 
to the church. At the same time they ordered the 

phone removed from the church.
During Dr. Cates’ pastorate, he arranged with 

Rev. Vance of the Presbyterian church for a period 
of union services in the summer to allow each 
pastor time for a vacation. In the 1960’s this was 
enlarged to include all four downtown churchs: 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist and Christian. 
These union services continued until the late 20th 
century.

Growth and expansion
Space became an issue and in September 

1951, at the request of pastor Dr. Gordon B. white, 
the Official Board approved two Sunday worship 
services – at 8:45 and 10:45 a.m. – the first local 
Protestant church to take such action.

Ground was broken for a new church July 1, 
1956. The cornerstone was laid April 7, 1957. A 
leave taking service was held during the 10:45 a.m. 
service on Dec. 22, 1957, moving from the old 
church to the present location.

Shortly after moving the church to its new 
location, the attendance increased to the point of 
needing three worship services – 8:15, 9:30 and 
10:45 a.m. Soon, capacity saw the church experi-
ment with a fourth worship service at noon, but 
was later abandoned due to low attendance. Be-
ginning on April 24, 1965, the 10:45 a.m. service 
was moved to 11 a.m. and began broadcasting 
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News (Continued)

and all activities would be coordinated.
I must share that my spirits were lifted, and my heart sang 

“let’s do this” when I heard someone say, “I’m so glad the 
Methodists have come!”  YES… we are yet connected!

In a small community, without the resources of a bigger 
city, it can become difficult to determine how you will get the 
word out to the surrounding areas and churches, regarding 
the true situation Cameron is facing. How do you help those 
who are far, far away be aware of what is facing a community 
when there is no avenue of funding available to them? Oh, 
there might have been blips on the national news channels… 
but they didn’t tell the whole story! There might have been 
reporters there from local papers… but, there was no men-
tion of the true dire needs of the community. They reported 
on the “what happened,” not the “what now!”

Through the Communications Center of our Springfield 
Conference Center, and under the leadership of Paul Black, 
Director of Communication Ministries… there have been, 

and will continue to be articles and photos, sharing the cur-
rent circumstances and resource needs of Cameron. Our line 
of communication provides funding links and information 
needed to help us live through our connection to the people 
of Cameron. We are important to them and our connection 
will provide the information and direction to help them 
overcome their disastrous circumstances. Please continue 
to read The Current and other conference media for more 
information. Oh YES, we are yet connected!

for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave 
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 
was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous 
will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw 
you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 

you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick 
or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will an-
swer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one 
of the least of these who are members of my family, 
you did it to me.’ Matthew 25:35-40, NRSV

There’s much work to be done in Cameron. The human 
and environmental needs must be addressed. Loads and 
loads of trash and debris must be removed, before the restor-
ative process can begin, and ALL of it requires people, time, 
and funding!

By contacting our conference office, you can receive more 
information regarding the status of the people of Cameron, 
learn of the opportunities for your assistance and obtain 
information you can share with your congregations. Bunny or 
Paul can also provide you with volunteer need information in 
Cameron and at Fairview Center UMC, channels for funding 
assistance and Advance numbers assigned. 

Oh YES… we ARE yet connected! Thanks be to God. Amen!

CONNECTED CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

test the resolution, Mrs. McMahon “graciously 
withdrew.” Had she been admitted, she would have 
been seated among 400-plus delegates.

She did not withdraw without a voice, however. 
Mrs. McMahon requested D. H. Moore to pres-
ent a short speech to the conference on her behalf. 
Her speech is recorded in the Journal of the 1900 
General Conference (page 107):

To the members of the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church, Chicago, Ill.:

Greeting. In presenting to you 
my greetings, I desire to say that I 

have not swerved one iota from the views I 
have always held in regard to the rights of 
women to a seat in your honorable body.

I believe the General Conference is the 
supreme court of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church (editor’s note: the current Judicial 
Council body wasn’t created until the 1968 
merger), and that it was in its power to 
have so interpreted the Constitution of the 
Church that the question of women’s eligi-
bility could have been settled 12 years ago, 
when Frances Willard, of blessed memory, 
and other elect women of the Church pre-
sented themselves for admission.

I have no doubt of my own eligibility. 

I believe that the Church will never attain 
its highest plane of usefulness until there is 
equal representation, clerical and lay, in its 
great lawmaking body. Unequal representa-
tion is un-American!

Therefore, waiving none of the prin-
ciples involved in the eligibility of women, 
yet, for the sake of removing every pos-
sible hindrance to the immediate seating 
of these provisional candidates, so far as 
that hindrance may be occasioned by the 
question of admission, I shall not pres-
ent my credentials for admission to this 
Conference. When elected a provisional 
(lay) delegate by my own Lay Conference, 
a responsibility came with it that could not 
be lightly treated. That responsibility is now 
transferred to you.

The question of women’s eligibility is 
not a question of personal preference, but 
one of solemn duty to the Church militant. 
So long as it is left unsettled, so long is our 
beloved Church out of harmony with the 
divine comprehensiveness of the Gospel 
of Christ and the spirit of the age. May our 
great Church take no backward step!

Very respectfully yours,
(Mrs.) Mattie Yates McMahon
“Fairview Farm,” Griggsville, Ill.

Four years later, it was time for another Gen-
eral Conference. Mrs. McMahon was again selected 
as a lay delegate representing Illinois at the 1904 
General Conference held in California. In so doing, 
this native of a rural, downstate Illinois community 
secured a place in history. This time, however, Mrs. 
McMahon was not alone. Twenty-four lay delegates 
and 30 lay reserves were women.

(Adapted from a biographical sketch that was used 
as part of a Mattie McMahon Day celebration at 
Griggsville UMC when Rev. Schultz was pastor)

LEGACY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Emeline A. Hypes
By virtue of her election as a delegate to the 1904 
General Conference, Emeline A. Hypes was the 
first woman from the Southern Illinois Conference 
to serve as a General Conference delegate.
Like the 2015 Annual Conference, clergy and laity 
held separate sessions on the afternoon of Sept. 
25, 1903, to conduct elections.
According to the 1903 Journal, 152 clergy ballots 
were cast with 77 needed for election. One ballot 
was spoiled.
The clergy elected J. F. Harmon (95), F. W. Loy 
(93), J. W. Flint (89), N.J. Crow (84). C. D. Shu-
mard and F. M. Van Treese, having received 36 
votes each  (the next highest vote cast), were, on 
the motion by O.H. Clark, were declared elected 
delegates to rank by seniority.
Hypes was the second elected by the Lay Elec-
toral Conference and joined R. L. Stratton of Mt. 
Vernon; J. D. Madding of Lawrenceville; and Dr. 
E.W. Feigenbaum of Edwardsville as the elected 
lay delegates. 

Hypes of Carbondale, attended Carbondale First 
M.E. Church and was well known to the Confer-
ence. At the time of her election, Hypes served as 
the Corresponding Secretary of the conference’s 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, which later 
led to the formation of the United Methodist Wom-
en. While living in Carbondale, her residence was 
the Dr. Barrow property on West Walnut St.
She was the daughter of the Rev. Dr. Robert Allyn, 
a native of Connecticut. Allyn entered the ministry 
in 1842 and spent three years in the local church 
before moving into higher education.
In 1863, Allyn accepted the presidency of McK-
endree College and for 11 years, was a leading 
voice for a teacher’s college in southern Illinois. 
When the Southern Illinois State Normal University 
was built at Carbondale, Allyn was selected as its 
first president, a post he held until 1892.
In later years, Hypes returned to Connecticut and 
died in October 1936 at the age of 92.

over the local radio station. Between 1957 and 
1985, membership grew from 1,692 to 2,361; 
average attendance grew from 512 to 901 and 
Sunday School grew from 307 to 512.

A Saturday worship service began in De-
cember 1991 and continues today.  Additional 
staff was added to accommodate the growth 
with an associate pastor’s position being inaugu-
rated in 1965.

Three additional building fund drives have 
made additional changes in recent years.

Wesley Foundation
One of the strongest partnerships has been 

the serving of the campus community and its 
students. In 1920, the first funds were allocated 
for student work, namely the Wesley Founda-
tion. The University of Illinois established the 
first Wesley Foundation in 1913.

Although it would be 1943 before a full-time 
director would be hired, the ministry shared space 
and facilities with the church on Fell Avenue. When 
a new site was discussed, a priority was given that 
the Foundation could have an area of its own.

The final plans for the School Street facility 
included an office, lounge, recreation area, din-
ing room, full kitchen and restrooms on the low-
er level for the Wesley Foundation. The Central 
Illinois Conference provided $100,000 toward 
the construction of the church building to house 
the Wesley Foundation, with other areas of the 
church available on a reservation basis.

From 1986 to 2006, at least 30 young people 
from the ISU Wesley Foundation answered the 
call to ministry by attending seminary follow-
ing graduation from ISU. From 2006 to 2014, 
another eight have followed.

NORMAL FIRST CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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Higher Education

A college student’s perspective on campus ministry
BY HANNAH PORTER
Macomb Wesley UMC

We had a dynamic year at 
the Western Illinois University 
Wesley Foundation. I am blessed 
to say this place has been my 
campus faith home for three 
years. Wesley Foundation has al-
ways been a place where I could fellowship and grow 
as I continue on my faith journey. I enjoy the sharing 
that takes place with students of various backgrounds. 
We are like-minded in one way; we want to grow 
closer to God. I am going into my senior year at WIU 
as a music student, and I do not know what I would 
have done without having a campus ministry like 
Wesley Foundation to call home. Since my freshman 
year, I have grown closer to God through discipleship 
from my pastors, leadership opportunities, music 
ministry, and most recently, a mission trip to Cuba. 
This ministry has grown a great deal since my fresh-
man year, and I am filled with joy when I see how we 
interact with the whole United Methodist community 
around us. 

Not only do we fellowship together at the Foun-
dation, we are also strongly connected with many 

churches in the area. Our worship team has traveled 
to three different UM Churches to lead worship, as 
well as playing multiple times at the local church, 
Wesley United Methodist, in Macomb. We also invite 
the high school youth group from WUMC to fellow-
ship with us from time to time. All of these things 
carry me through my busy weeks and remind me to 
consistently work on my relationship with God. 

I have had the pleasure of leading book studies 
the past few semesters over books by C.S. Lewis. We 
have read and discussed Mere Christianity, The Four 
Loves, and this past spring we read what has become 
a new favorite for me - Surprised by Joy. This upcom-
ing fall, we are planning to read Milton’s Paradise 
Lost. Having a wonderful facility where so many 
student-led activities such as this can take place is 
very meaningful.

I have helped lead the worship team for the past 
three years, and I am elated that many of us were 
given the privilege of traveling to minister to our 
brothers and sisters in Cuba this past spring. It had 
been a very difficult semester, and as spring break 
began to roll around, I began to dread leaving for 
Cuba. I was very worried about all of the homework I 
had to complete, an upcoming vocal recital, and many 

other things. I remember well when the airplane 
touched down in Havana; at that point I realized that 
my access to Wi-Fi, cell phone service, and anyone 
not on the trip with me was gone for a week. I felt an 
incredible peace come over me as I realized that God 
had purposely placed this trip in a very difficult part 
of my year. 

For the next week, I led worship, taught music, 
and did other mission work. I was able to engage my 
heart and soul in the lifestyle of rural Cuba for just a 
few days, but I found that I was very changed when 
I returned home. I feel so blessed that God gave me 
the opportunity to live among people that are seek-
ing him, and that I could worship and sing with in 
Spanish. When I spent time with so many who had so 
little, and saw how happy and how faithful they were, 
it gave new meaning to my comfortable faith at home. 
When we left Cuba, I did not feel ready to return to 
the United States, but I kept this verse close to my 
heart: And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7). I truly felt the calm 
voice of Christ close to me this entire year at Wesley 
Foundation. I know this place has blessed my life, and 
the lives of many others as well.

Welcoming students 
back to campus
BY MALLORY MOORE
Campus Minister
Illinois State University Wesley Foundation

NORMAL – As students moved to campus 
in the middle of August, the ISU Wesley 
Foundation had a blast welcoming them 
back to school and connecting with new stu-
dents.  On Sunday, August 16th, we hosted 
a cookout and concert featuring local band, 
Heroso, whose members include alumni 
of our ministry, our worship leader, and our 
board president!  It was a night filled with 
awesome live music, good food, and the op-
portunity to meet and connect with students.    
One of the unique aspects of campus min-
istry is the constant flux of students.  Every 
year a class graduates and a new class be-
gins.  Because of this, events and activities 
at the beginning of a school year are critical 
for connecting with students, both new to 
campus and returning.  This event was care-
fully thought through to be an intentional way 
to reach out to students on campus, particu-
larly those who are unchurched or are not 
currently connected to any ministry in town.  
This cookout and our other welcome week 
activities were huge successes in connecting 
with students!  We are excited to see how 
these connections will impact our ministry in 
positive ways this year and for many years to 
come.

13 ways to stay connected with college students
BY ERIC SEIBERLING

Going to college brings significant 
change to a young person’s life. 
Students often leave the communities 
where they have grown up, break-
ing the bonds with their local church. 
Finding a new church home that is 
a good fit can be difficult. It is often 
easier simply to drop out of church.
Local churches can help young people 
maintain their connection to God and 
a faith community. Home church mem-
bers can encourage them to maintain 
and grow in their relationship with 
God, as well as succeed in college.
Before students leave
1. Pray early and often.
Ask Sunday school classes to pray 
for the students. If your church has a 
prayer chain, ask the coordinator to 
have the members pray for one stu-
dent each week. Send the student a 
note telling him or her of your prayers 
and support.
2. Create a contact directory.
List the names and addresses of the 
students in the church newsletter. 
Invite church members to send them 
a positive note, email or text message. 
Take note cards addressed to each 
student to different Sunday school 
classes and ask class members to 
write a short greeting.
3. Create a Facebook group for 
students.
Create a Facebook group for college 
students from the church. Use it to 
offer online Bible study, post videos of 
church activities and share videos filled 
with words of encouragement from the 
congregation.
4. Help students find faith commu-
nities in and around their campus.
New students are often overwhelmed 
as they begin college.  Using Find-A-
Church, (www.umc.org/find-a-church) 

research options to find churches fitting 
both their transportation options and 
their preferred worship styles. Learn 
if United Methodist collegiate ministry 
(www.gbhem.org/education/col-
legiate-ministry) is available on the 
campuses where your college students 
will attend. A little homework on your 
part makes it easier for students to try 
a new church or college ministry.
5. Look for United Methodist col-
lege ministries at their school.
Where United Methodist-related col-
legiate ministries exist, be certain to 
share the names and contact informa-
tion for your students with the campus 
minister or chaplain.
6. Make a prayer shawl or blanket 
in school colors.
Ask senior members or others who 
like to knit or crochet to make a prayer 
shawl or blanket for each student in 
their school colors. Have people in the 
congregation pray over the blankets 
and present them to the students on 
the Sunday before they leave for col-
lege.
7. Have a “Blessing of the College 
Students.”
Take a moment during the worship ser-
vice to pray over the college students 
right before they leave for college.
While they are at college...
8. Send an “encouragement jar.”
Ask Sunday school classes or other 
small groups to write short encour-
agement notes for each student and 
then put them into containers. Give 
each student a container as part of 
a college starter kit or mail it to them 
as part of a care package.  Urge the 
students to read a note whenever they 
become discouraged or need a pick-
me-up as a reminder that their church 
family is rooting for them. Get every-
one involved. The best notes often 
come from the younger children.

9. Keep the students in front of the 
congregation.
Create a bulletin board with the names 
and pictures of students attend-
ing college. Post a map to show the 
locations of their schools. If a student 
has a prayer request, post that on the 
bulletin board.
10. Card shower.
Toward the middle of the semester, 
ask people in the congregation to 
bombard each student’s inbox, phone, 
Facebook and physical mailbox with 
short notes of encouragement.
11. Send an “exams survival kit.”
Every student loves a care package, 
especially at finals. Include snacks to 
fuel up during exams and messages of 
love and encouragement.
When they come home...
12. Plan a “welcome home”       
service and lunch.
Plan a “welcome home” service for 
students at the end of the semester 
and/or school year. Involve students in 
planning and carrying out the service. 
Hold a church-wide lunch featuring 
their favorite foods.
13. Start a college group.
During the summer, offer a special 
study and fellowship group for college 
students who are home. Remember, 
even those who are only a year out 
of high school are no longer are part 
of the youth group. Ask the students 
what format, day and place would be 
appropriate for such a group. If they 
wish to meet over a meal, ask other 
church members to take turns helping 
provide the food - or invite the group 
to use the church kitchen to prepare 
their own snacks or meal.
Staying connected with college 
students and offering the encourage-
ment they need can make a world of 
difference as they face the challenges 
of college.
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BY KENNETH HUTCHENS
Mattoon First UMC

A mission team from Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference visited 
Budapest, Hungary, in June 
2015. The team partnered with 
Pest United Methodist Church 
of Budapest for outreach and 
training. 
The first of the three team 
goals was building relation-
ships through worship and 
fellowship. Dr. Steve Heitkamp 
brought the sermon at the Pest 
church on Sunday, June 21, 
while his wife Mindy Heitkamp 
sang a special. The Americans 
were guests at a church potluck following wor-
ship. Home stays and continued interaction dur-
ing the week helped build lasting friendships. 
The Illinois team taught conversational English 
classes to the students of Forrai High School in 
Budapest from Monday through Friday as the 
second goal of the mission. Forrai is a private 
school that offers preparation for college and 
careers in art and fashion. Knowledge of Eng-
lish opens many doors for work and growth to 
native Hungarian speakers. Heather Durham, a 
Wesleyan missionary serving in Budapest with 
her husband Ed, joined us so we could offer five 
classes at different levels of English ability. 
During the week we began each day with games 
and a Bible lesson, taught English for the remain-
der of the morning, ate lunch with the students, 

and interacted with them as 
they did art work or took field 
trips in the afternoons. We av-
eraged 35 students each day, 
the majority incoming fresh-
man with a couple of return-
ing sophomores. Hungarian 
helpers from the Budapest 
churches were assigned to 
each class. 
Kelly Pierce and Ken Hutch-
ens from Mattoon First UMC 
were able to build on relation-
ships began last year when 
they were part of the first team 
to Budapest. The Hungar-
ian helper in Hutchens’ class 

was a student last year who has developed both 
her English capability and her connection to the 
Hungarian United Methodist church. Visits from 
other students who were part of the English 
camp last year encouraged us that we were 
making a difference in tangible ways in their lives.
The third goal of our work was outreach with 
our partner church. Pest UMC hosted two 
events which drew upon the expertise of group 
member Steve Heitkamp. Steve, who has 
a Doctorate of Ministry in counseling, is an 
elder in IGRC on extension ministry with Ho-
rizon Hope Counseling in O’Fallon. Steve 
used his counseling knowledge to lead a 
session on parenting teenagers. Church 
members, parents of the students at the 
Forrai school, and the Hungarian public 
were invited to attend. Two days later 

Steve led a training session at the Pest church 
focused on counseling a friend or family member 
in need.
The finale of the week was the graduation 
ceremony at Pest UMC. Students and parents 
joined church members for games, skits, songs, 
presentation of certificates, food and fellowship. 
The relationships built between the people of 
Pest UMC and the students and their parents 
from the school allows continual sharing of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Plans are underway for our third trip to Bu-
dapest. For a brochure on the 2016 Hungary 
mission or more information on how you can be 
involved, visit www.igrc.org/hungary or Face-
book users can visit Illinois-Hungary Methodist 
Partnership at: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/547737708704381/. Persons may also 
call either Bunny Wolfe at 217-529-2749 or Ken 
Hutchens at 217-390-1566.

Conference News

IGRC Partnership makes third visit to Hungary

brought the sermon at the Pest 
church on Sunday, June 21, 
while his wife Mindy Heitkamp 
sang a special. The Americans 
were guests at a church potluck following wor
ship. Home stays and continued interaction dur
ing the week helped build lasting friendships. 
The Illinois team taught conversational English 
classes to the students of Forrai High School in 
Budapest from Monday through Friday as the 
second goal of the mission. Forrai is a private 
school that offers preparation for college and 
careers in art and fashion. Knowledge of Eng
lish opens many doors for work and growth to 
native Hungarian speakers. Heather Durham, a 
Wesleyan missionary serving in Budapest with 
her husband Ed, joined us so we could offer five 
classes at different levels of English ability. 
During the week we began each day with games 
and a Bible lesson, taught English for the remain
der of the morning, ate lunch with the students, 

her English capability and her connection to the 
Hungarian United Methodist church. Visits from 
other students who were part of the English 
camp last year encouraged us that we were 
making a difference in tangible ways in their lives.
The third goal of our work was outreach with 
our partner church. Pest UMC hosted two 
events which drew upon the expertise of group 
member Steve Heitkamp. Steve, who has 
a Doctorate of Ministry in counseling, is an 
elder in IGRC on extension ministry with Ho-
rizon Hope Counseling in O’Fallon. Steve 
used his counseling knowledge to lead a 
session on parenting teenagers. Church 
members, parents of the students at the 
Forrai school, and the Hungarian public 
were invited to attend. Two days later 

call either Bunny Wolfe at 217-529-2749 or Ken 
Hutchens at 217-390-1566.
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Conference News

Prepare for The Journey of 10x10
Step 1: PRAY! Get your pray team or prayer 
warriors together and pray over what the Jour-
ney will mean for your congregation.
Step 2: PREPARE – order participant guides 
by Aug. 31 to get the discounted pricing.
Step 3: PROMOTE – get a team of folks to-
gether to help with the planning and implemen-
tation that will take effect in January.
Step 4: PEGGY – contact her with questions 
at: phisey@igrc.org.
For more information, visit The 
Journey of 10x10 website at: 
www.thejourneyof10x10.
org. There is also a Face-
book page for Facebook 
users to engage in conver-
sation at: https://www.
facebook.com/groups/
thejourneyof10x10/. Just 
added are links for Spanish 
resources.
Joining the Facebook page 
will allow congregations to 
be connectional. Churches 
can use the page to see 
what is working for others, 
and to share what God is 
doing in their congrega-

tion. More than 100 churches have signed up 
to participate in this proven transformational 
process.
Register your church for the Journey of 10x10 
and/or order Participant Guides at a discount 
before Aug. 31 by visiting: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/journey
The Journey is a 10-month (Feb-Nov) congre-
gational spiritual growth tool based on John 
10:10. The congregation will experience teach-

ing on the monthly 
topics and be chal-
lenged to take part 
in transformational 
disciplines. More than 
1,500 people have tak-
en part in this process 
in 25+ churches.  If you 
are interested in signing 
up, or would like more 
information, please 
contact Hisey, Associate 
Coordinator of Congre-
gational Development at 
phisey@igrc.org.
The planning starts now, 
and the process starts in 
January 2016.

Junior High YAR 
slated for Oct. 9-11

CARLINVILLE – The 2015 Junior High Youth 
Annual Retreat will be Oct. 9-11 at the Lake William-
son Christian Center.

Carl Gladstone, a United Meth-
odist deacon working in ministries 
that engage young people as leaders 
for the transformation and the world, 
will be the speaker. Gladstone serves 
as director of Young Leaders Initia-
tive, which is related to The United 

Methodist Church, an urban mission trip destination 
called Motown Mission and a Detroit-based campus 
ministry, Motor City Wesley.

Tim Price of Harvest Ministries 
will be the worship leader. Harvest is a 
20-year-old ministry that has trained 
students for ministry.

The cost is $125 per person and 
includes lodging, meals, worship, 
small groups, workshops and recre-

ation. YAR will run from 5:30 p.m. Friday to 11:30 
a.m. Sunday.

More information will be posted in the upcoming 
days at: http://www.igrc.org/jrhighYAR. Registration 
packets can be downloaded there.

YAR participants and youth groups are encour-
aged to participate in the Math Challenge 4 Chaddock, 
which seeks to build a new classroom at Chaddock 
between now and February 2017.

A total of 20 persons from the Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence attended the School of Congregational Development 
in Indianapolis, Ind., recently.
Pictured in back, from left are: Sig Bjorklund and Beth 
McLaughlin, both from Decatur Grace UMC; Tim Ozment. 
Marion Aldersgate UMC; Garry Gromley, Lexington First 
UMC; Sheryl Palmer, Champaign Faith UMC; David Wolf, 
Champaign Faith UMC; Spoon River District Superin-
tendent Sylvester Weatherall; Mississippi River District 
Superintendent Roger Grimmett; Paul Jacob, Director of 
Outreach Ministries, Marion Aldersgate UMC; Lisa Guil-
liams of Granite City Trinity UMC.

In front, from left, are: Zack Dunlap, Path 1 Resident at 
Fairivew Heights Christ; Steve Wiseman, Youth Ministry 
Director, Marion Aldersgate UMC; Shane Smith of Cham-
paign Faith UMC; Illinois River District Superintendent 
Mary Kathryn Pearce; Kaskaskia River District Superinten-
dent Carol Lakota Eastin; IGRC Associate Coordinator for 
Congregational Development Peggy Hisey; IGRC Coordi-
nator of Congregational Development Mike Crawford; and 
Larry Weber, Director of Campus Development, Fairview 
Heights Christ.
Not present for the photograph were IGRC Director of 
Connectional Ministries Tom Logsdon and Vermilion River 
District Superintendent Leah Pogemiller.

Photo courtesy of Mike Crawford

For more information, visit The 
Journey of 10x10 website at: 

10:10. The congregation will experience teach

in transformational 
disciplines. More than 
1,500 people have tak
en part in this process 
in 25+ churches.  If you 
are interested in signing 
up, or would like more 
information, please 
contact Hisey, Associate 
Coordinator of Congre
gational Development at 
phisey@igrc.org.
The planning starts now, 
and the process starts in 
January 2016.

A Christian Response 
to Violence seminar

The Iroquois River District will be hosting a seminar on “A 
Christian Response to Violence” on Saturday, Oct. 17, 2015, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Champaign Faith UMC, 1719 S Prospect Ave., 
Champaign.  This will be a focused seminar for those who are 
interested in learning how to respond to the risk of violence and 
how to share the information with their local churches.  Topics 
will include God and Violence in the Biblical Story, Fear and Vio-
lence, Helping our Children Feel Safe, and A Guide to Developing a 
Safe Church. 

The seminar will be based on the curriculum developed by 
an IGRC Task Force to provide “encouragement and resources to 
local churches for opportunities to explore, discuss, and dialogue 
about the spiritual and ethical issues related to the growing pres-
ence of violence in society and communities.”  The curriculum 
was pre-tested by the Task Force in July 2014, with the first semi-
nar offering in Springfield in April 2015.  The Task Force hopes to 
offer the seminar in every district.  Curriculum materials can be 
viewed at http://www.igrc.org/violence

The IGRC Chapter of the Methodist Federation for Social 
Action and Reconciling Uniting Ministries of Illinois chose 
violence as one of its focus areas for 2015 and invited the Task 
Force to present their curriculum in the Iroquois River District.  
Also co-sponsoring this seminar will be Champaign Faith UMC, 
Urbana Wesley UMC Social Action Ministries, and IGRC Church 
& Society.

“A Christian Response to Violence” seminar will be offered 
at no fee, but donations will be accepted.  Registration and a 
continental breakfast will begin at 8:30 and a light lunch will be 
provided.  Child care will be available on request.

Advance registration is requested either online at https://
igrc-regbrtapp.com/violence until Oct. 12, or by contacting Pat 
Davis by email at: pat@bnpdavis.com or by calling 217-344-2075.

The Oct. 17 seminar, A Christian Response to Violence, will 
also be a part of the fall theme of Race and Violence in America at 
Urbana Wesley UMC. Events will include Monday Movie Nights on 
Sept. 14, 21, and 28.  On Sunday, Sept. 27, a dramatic reading of 
“Tangled,” a play about gun violence written by local playwright Ni-
cole Anderson-Cobb, will be presented.  The Wesley Fall Seminar 
will feature a panel discussion on “Black and White in America,” on 
Sunday, Oct. 4.  More information is available at http://wesleyui.
org/fallseminar

Become a test church for Disciple Fast Track
Disciple Fast Track is looking for 10 churches from 

each annual conference to join Disciple in its second 
round of Beta testing to make sure the new Fast Track 
study is of the highest quality.

For nearly 30 years, the original Disciple Bible Study 
has helped millions of people read through the Bible and 
grow their faith through a 34-week class. The new Fast 
Track study leads groups through the Bible in a shortened, 
24-week format while maintaining the integrity and prin-

ciples of the original study.
New, easy-to-use print and video materials and an 

online community gives participants the tools to absorb 
and retain what they learn in this shortened format. 
Churches that participate in the Beta 2 testing phase will 
receive the final, official-release materials at no cost.

To learn more and sign up, visit: http://www.disciple-
fasttrack.com.
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Bedtime storybook reminds 
children of Jesus’ love
NEW YORK— Morgan James Publishing’s new release due out 
on Sept. 1, Momma Loves You by Katie Hook, teaches children 
about sharing the deep love of Christ in this touching bedtime 
story.
Hook has lived all over the Midwest and 
was raised by IGRC pastor Alan Milligan 
and his wife JoEllen. She is a graduate 
of Murray State University in Kentucky, 
where she double majored in Elemen-
tary Education and Special Education. 
She grew up as a preacher’s kid and 
spent her youth serving in a ministry 
where she saw the grace of Jesus 
Christ change lives. After spending years teaching special educa-
tion in Kentucky, Hook now lives in Vienna, with her husband and 
three children, where God continues to use her life and family to 
spread His message every day.
Momma Loves You tells the story of David and his sisters Eliza-
beth and Caroline, and how they each grew to know Jesus. 
Through a special song sung by Momma, this beautifully illus-
trated children’s story presents the depth of God’s love and the 
message of the gospel in a way that’s both clear and captivating. 
For children, there is no greater love than the love of their mother. 
So when David’s Momma sings to him that Jesus loves him even 
more than that, it’s a message that sticks in his mind. As he 
grows older, he is reminded of Momma’s melodic message, and 
he accepts Christ as his Savior. Watching his sisters grow, Seth 
develops a passion for sharing this message with them as well.
Inspired by watching her own children’s budding relationships 
with Jesus, Hook felt compelled to write this story, as she hoped 
to empower parents to share the gospel with their kids. Momma 
Loves You is a great way to include the entire family in know-
ing and sharing the gospel message. The way the love of Christ 
infectiously spreads through the lives of Momma and her children 
inspires young readers and their older family members alike to 
want to teach others about that love. º is a perfect bedtime story 
for the whole family, using something as familiar and powerful as 
a mother’s love to share the love of Jesus.

Peoria First works 
with Mexican consulate 
to provide services
BY JIM BATEMAN 
Peoria First UMC

PEORIA – Since 2013 the 
Mexican Consulate of Chicago 
has visited First United Methodist 
Church of Peoria several times to 
provide services on behalf of the 
Mexican government to people of 
Mexican heritage.

In a recent three day visit to 
Peoria the consulate staff provid-
ed services to 800 people. These 
services include documentation, consular 
ID, same day passports, and information 
about immigration, human rights, and job 
issues.  The consular ID is valuable because 

it helps to establish 
the person’s legitimacy 
when moving about in 
either country. 80% of 
the people they serve 
were born in the Unit-
ed States but in Mexico 
they are considered 
Mexican nationals.

Rev. Adrian 
Garcia, pastor of La-
tino and Outreach for 
Peoria First UMC, says, 

“Having a place in Peoria eliminates the 
need for people to go to Chicago for such 
services and speeds up the process.”

Consul Alfredo Gomez Sepulveda says, 
“We like to come to this church because it 

has a large Latino community, they invite us 
here, it is a great space for our work, and it 
is comfortable for our staff and the people 
we serve.”     

Many people prefer to have dual 
citizenship because that provides the best 
of both worlds. With Mexican citizenship 
they can inherit property in Mexico, go to 
school, and receive other advantages that 
native Mexicans receive.

Pastor Garcia says, “It is important for 
First United Methodist Church to be visible 
to the Latino community in a positive way. 
Our involvement with the consulate visit is 
not evangelism but it provides us an oppor-
tunity to build relationships. We have gotten 
new people to attend our Renuevo service.”

The church allows other local agencies 
who have services to offer to be present and 
make their services known to people who 
are moving through the process.

LEBANON – A Christian music and 
worship leaders seminar led by 
Christian artist Grant Norsworthy 
will be Tuesday, Sept. 8, from 6 to 9 
p.m. at Bothwell Chapel on the cam-
pus of McKendree University.
Cost for the seminar is $25 per 
person or $45 for a church with an 
unlimited number of participants. 
More information can be obtained 
by visiting: http://issuu.com/grant-
norsworthy/docs/gn_w_s_mtm-
workshop_onesheet_ryc.
Registration can be made by email-
ing Chaplain Tim Harrison at bthar-
ris@mckendree.edu or by calling 
618-537-6962. 

Christian music and 
worship leaders seminar

IGRC United Methodist Men’s President Jeff Thornton 
throws out a ceremonial first pitch at Busch Stadium the second 
United Methodist Men’s Day at the Ballpark July 19.
Photo by Susan Meister, 
Lebanon Advertiser

MacMurray College alumni: where are you?
JACKSONVILLE – LaMoine River District Superintendent Doug Rorex is asking pastors 

and active laypersons that have served in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference and its predeces-
sor conferences that graduated from MacMurray College to contact him.

Rorex can be reached by email at: drorex@igrc.org.

Photos courtesy of Peoria First UMC
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Schedule an advertisement in The Current by contacting 
Michele Willson, Assistant to The Director of Communication, 

at 217.529.3122 or email at mwillson@igrc.org

HISTORY & QUICK FACTS REFERENCE
 › The Central Illinois Conference Reporter 

was the first newspaper printed in 
January 1978.

 › The Southern Conference Connexion 
began publication in 1983.

 › In August 1996, the two conferences 
united to form The Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference and the publication was 
renamed The Current.

 › It is mailed to a list of self-enrolled 
subscribers throughout central and 
southern regions of the state with a 
distribution of 6,000 magazines.

 › The Current is printed in full color and 
delivers local, national and global 
news.

 › It offers competitive display and 
classified advertising rates.

Advertise in The Current!
The Current is a full color award-winning news magazine with a     devoted 
readership of over 6,000 print subscriptions. In addition to print, The Current is 
offered online for subscribers who prefer a digital format.

While the face of this publication has changed over the years, its messages, 
themes, core values and principles have remained loyal to its original mission 
- to deliver news of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, its members, staff, 
churches and parishoners news stories spanning locally, nationally and 
globally to its faithful United Methodist readership. 
 
Do you have a message, service or product to promote to the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference? Consider running a display ad for communicating your 
message with text and imagery on a large scale anywhere throughout the 
publication. Or schedule a classified ad, comprised of text only at a smaller 
size, to get the word out about events, employment opportunities, estate 
sales, benefits, items for sale, etc.

RATES

Christian ConversationsChristian ConversationsChristian ConversationsChristian Conversations

Announcements & Events

Conference News

Global News

Developing DisciplesNational News Local Church News

Disaster Response

ApportionmentsMissions

Get your message out.

Christian ConversationsChristian Conversations

Apportionments

Ministry

Developing Disciples

Get your message out.

Single Display Ads
1/4 Page ad  $300.00

Vertical only 5.00” x 7.00”

1/2 Page ad $600.00
Vertical 5.00” x 14.00”
Horizontal 10.00” x 7.00”

Full Page $1,000.00
Vertical only 10.00” x 14.00”

Triple Impact 
Ad Packages

Campaign 1: $800.00
3 - 1/4 pg ads* 
(savings of $100.00)

Campaign 2: $1,000.00
1 - 1/2 pg ad and 2 -1/4 pg ads*
(savings of $200.00)

Campaign 3: $1,600.00
3 - 1/2 pg ads*
(savings of $200.00)

Campaign 4: $3,000.00
Buy 3 - full pg ads*
Get 4th full pg ad  FREE!
(savings of $1,000.00)

*Rate based on 3 time run within a year

Classified Ads
$0.25 per word



Are you ready for 
Retirement? 
What do you need to plan for and consider?  
Can you financially or emotionally afford it?  
Where will you live? What will you do? 

Pre-Retirement Seminar 
When Friday, October 9, 2015 to Saturday, October 10, 2015

Where National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows
 442 S. DeMazenod Drive
 Belleville, IL 62223-1023

Phone 217-529-3215

Email csims@igrc.org

Contact Carol Sims

Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund can help you work through 
these questions and more at our annual Pre-Retirement Seminar to 
be held this year at the Our Lady of the Snows Conference Center 
near Belleville, October 9-10.

The seminar is open to clergy and spouses that are within 10 years 
of retirement. A personal pension projection will be available for 
all who register by Sept. 25, AND individual conferencing will be 

available for the projection and personal retirement 
concerns.

Topics covered during the seminar will be: United 
Methodist Pension Plan, health insurance, taxes in 
retirement, Medicare/Medicaid, housing options, 

adjusting to retirement, identity 
changes, boundaries as retired 

clergy, relationship with spouse 
and rest and relaxation.

Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

To serve the retired clergy of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, their spouses, 
and any dependent children.

Services to Retired Clergy and Spouses:
• $1.5 Million to purchase Medicare Supplement Plan

• Assistance in Research Medicare Part D Plans

• $500 Thousand Medicare Part D Benefit

• Clergy Assistance Program for Retirees and Spouses

• Virgin Health Miles Benefits for Retirees and Spouses

• Fellowship Groups

• Fall Banquets - 

• Seminar for Retirees and Spouses

• Pastoral Care

• Presence at Funerals and Presentation of Grave Markers

• Dental Loan Program

• Hearing Aid Program

• Financial and Estate Planning

• Advocates for Retirees and Spouses

Oct. 22 in Mt. Vernon
Oct. 28 in Savoy
 

Oct. 30 in East Peoria
Nov.   3 in Springfield     
               (Conf. Office)

www.pasbf.org
217-529-3221




