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FROM THE EPISCOPAL OFFICE

NEWS

Christ
mas Near

Composed by Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton, December 4, 2012, evening

A Statement from the Bishop
Bishop Jonathan Keaton issued the following statement in the aftermath of
the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn. Dec. 14:
"Quite often, I find myself saying silently and loudly, 'Lord, have mercy.'
Right now, my pen is declaring compassionately: 'LORD HAVE MERCY.' At
least 27 persons, 20 of which are children, have been killed. Tuesday, a
gunman killed himself after taking two lives in an Oregon mall. 'Lord have
mercy.' Show us the way Lord as we grieve for the dead and wounded and
for the DAY when every 'sword is beaten into ploughshares.'"

INM Goal Update

ImagIne no malarIa
Update as of dec. 13

$2,164,671
Donated & Pledged

23,176
Deaths
Irene “Rene” Frick (90), former spouse of the late Jack Frick, passed away
on Monday, December 17, 2012 in Indianapolis, IN.
During their marriage, Rene helped serve various churches in the former
Southern Illinois Conference. Rene had a big personality. She was an accomplished Gospel pianist and was a frequent contributor to revivals, camp
meetings and late-night KMOX radio programs.
Visitation will be on Friday, December 21, 2012, from 5:00 – 8:00 pm at the
Van Natta Funeral Home in Herrin, IL.

May you and yours be blessed with an abundance of health and wholeness. Truly, Beverly and I wish you and yours
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. God Bless you.
Bishop and Beverly Keaton

Funeral Services will be at the First United Methodist Church in Herrin, IL on
Saturday, December 22, 2012, at 10:00 am.
Condolences may be sent to a daughter, Linda Linn, 7822 N. Audubon Road,
Indianapolis, IN 46250.
Louis Bruce, husband of IGRC pastor Rev. Louella Pence died Dec. 7.
Rev. Pence is currently serving at the Bellflower UMC in the Iroquois River
District.
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to Rev. Pence, P.O. Box 22, Bellflower
IL 61724.
Lee J Harter, father of Sangamon River District Superintendent Rev. Terry
Harter, Dec. 3 in Tucson, Ariz.
Cards and notes of sympathy may be sent to: Rev. Terry and Martha Harter,
3100 St. Helens Court, Springfield, IL 62704.
Judith Ann Cox, wife of retired IGRC pastor Kenneth Cox died Nov. 26.
Together with her husband, the Coxes served 42 years in the former Central
Illinois Conference and the IGRC prior to retiring in 2011.
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to: Rev. Kenneth Cox, 2113 Georgetown Circle, Champaign, IL 61821-6421.
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Assistant to the Bishop Janice Griffith and Bishop Jonathan Keaton present their checks for the Bishop's Red Flannel Challenge which seeks to
provide the final $140,000 for the conference's $2.3 million Campaign. Photo by Natalie Rowe.

news from the episcopal office

events&announcements
Older Adult Ministries conference
explores Grandparenting in the Tech Age
SPRINGFIELD – A conference on Grandparenting in the Tech Age will be
held on Saturday, March 9, at the Conference Center from 9:30 a.m. to 3
p.m.
The conference is sponsored by IGRC Older Adult Ministries.
Cost for the conference is $20 per person and includes a light continen
continental breakfast and lunch. Online registration will begin on Jan. 2 at www.
igrc.org/grandparenting
igrc.org/grandparenting. A brochure (with registration form) will also
be placed on the IGRC website in January with copies of the brochure
sent to the districts at that time. Deadline for registrations will be Feb.
25.
Payments can be by credit card online or by sending payment to:
Sidna Young, Sangamon River District, P. O. Box 3487, Springfield, IL
62708-3487.
Three separate presentations will be made during the conference:

Cloydia Hill Larimore, Vice President of Advancement at Cunningham Children’s Home (right) and Jennifer Shelby, Owner of Shelby Motors, celebrate their Philanthropy Day Awards Nov. 16, at the Champaign
Country Club.

Cunningham Home receives Philanthropy Day Awards
URBANA -- Representatives from Cunningham Children’s Home and Shelby Motors
were recognized Nov. 16 for outstanding
philanthropy by the East Central Illinois
Chapter of the Association of Fundraising
Professionals.

United Methodist Association (UMA).
In 2008, she received the UMA’s distinguished Public Relations, Development,
and Marketing Director of the Year award.
She is a member of the Leadership Illinois
Class of 2010.

Cloydia Hill Larimore, CFRE, is the Vice President of Advancement for Cunningham Children’s Home, received the 2012 Lisa Mauney
Outstanding Fundraising Executive Award.
Jennifer Shelby, owner of Shelby Motors was
honored with the 2012 Outstanding Corporation Award. There are few individuals who
have contributed as much to the betterment
of children and youth in our community.

“Cunningham Children’s Home is very
proud of Cloydia and her professional
accomplishments as a highly skilled fundraiser,” said Marlin Livingston, President
and CEO of Cunningham. “In addition, we
value and respect that Cloydia is passionate about helping children in her professional and personal life.”

Larimore has served as the primary fund
development officer for 22 years at Cunningham Children’s Home. She was responsible
for building a fund development program
for Cunningham and currently oversees the
Advancement Department consisting of six
professional staff members who provide
comprehensive public relations, marketing,
and fundraising services for the agency.
Today the fundraising program generates
nearly $3 million annually to support the
operating, capital, and endowment funds of
the agency.
In addition, Larimore serves on the agency’s
Executive Leadership Team which is responsible for the agency’s $14 million budget
and 250 employees. Larimore was a vital
link in developing the Master Campus Plan
in 2000 which serves as a strategic road
map for the future of the campus and has
made it possible for Cunningham to care
for children and youth with severe emotional and behavioral disorders by keeping
them safe and providing for their educational needs.
Larimore is a current member and former president of the East Central Illinois
Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP), the Kiwanis Club
of Champaign County, and the Public
Relations, Development and Marketing
section of the national

For 23 consecutive years, Shelby Motors
has been the presenting sponsor of the
Kendall Gill Golf Tournament which has
generated more than $750,000 in revenue
to support Cunningham’s residential treatment, community services, and special education programs. Because of Shelby Motor’s
support, all of the proceeds from the golf
outing go directly to support programs at
Cunningham.
In addition, Jennifer Shelby and Shelby
Motors have provided generous support to
the Crisis Nursery, the Champaign County
Schools Foundation, the Humane Society’s
Fur Ball, and many other nonprofit organizations in the community.
Jennifer Shelby is honoring her late husband
Mike’s vision and memory by continuing
his selfless tradition of charitable support
in the community. Shelby Motors’ quiet approach to community support and corporate
responsibility is provided in the truest sense
of philanthropic spirit.
“Cunningham is very fortunate and proud
to call Jennifer Shelby a partner in our work
with children,” said Cloydia Hill Larimore, Vice
President of Advancement for Cunningham
Children’s Home. “Jennifer is a true advocate
for children and youth and as a business
owner, she is making our community a better
place for all of us.”

• Grandparents Raising Grandchildren will be presented by Barb
Schwartz, who recently retired from the Illinois Department of
Aging. Schwartz brings a wealth of expertise in the area as a strong
advocate for intergenerational programs and services.
• Technology with the Opportunity to Handle Actual Devices will be
presented by Bob Smithers, manager of the Springfield AT&T store.
Smithers says that he “wants to make seniors comfortable using
technology.” He will have some wireless devices available at the
Conference for “a hands-on” experience.
• Utilizing Technology in Our Now Rapidly Becoming Paperless
Society will be presented by Paul Black, IGRC Director of
Communications Ministries. Black will explain using wireless devices
especially those used in IGRC and help seniors understand “some”
of vocabulary used in the tech world. He will especially give
pointers regarding security issues and technology. 

No changes to Health Miles
program for 2013
HealthMiles – the IGRC Group Health Insurance department is an
announcing that there will be no changes to the HealthMiles program in
2013. The 2013 plan will run exactly the same as the 2012 plan. There
will be a $50 reward for meeting your HealthMiles goal each quarter,
for a potential reward of $200. If you meet your goal each quarter,
there is a $100 bonus at the end of the year for a maximum reward of
$300.
Clergy and spouses who are in the IGRC health insurance plan (both
active and retired) are eligible for participation in the HealthMiles pro
program. If you have not signed up yet, January is the best time to enroll.
Sign up on-line at www.virginhealthmiles.com/igrc.
If you already have a pedometer, but it’s in the drawer – January is a
GREAT time to get active again. Just put on your pedometer and start
downloading again!!! 

Intern applications available
Application forms for potential interns and potential host sites are now
available on the website ((www.igrc.org/interns).
All applicants should first download and read the "Handbook" docu
document, which includes information about qualifications and expecta
expectations.
The deadline for applications is March 1, 2013.



Clergy forum on health care reform
The first clergy forum on Health Care Reform and the IGRC Group
Health Plan will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 29, at 11 a.m. at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Springfield following the conclusion of Covenant Keep
Keepers 2013.
The IGRC Board of Pensions is continuing its discussion on the future of
healthcare. As the result of the 2012 elections, the Board believes that
the proposed health exchanges combined with a Conference-spon
Conference-sponsored Health Reimbursement Account has the potential to provide
coverage for future health care needs.
Legislation will need to be approved by the annual conference for any
changes to take effect. 
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Jake Spalding and Carter Oye of Champaign, junior cooks,
sample their own fare at a typical Mt. Vernon United Methodist Men’s pancake and sausage dinner at Mt. Vernon UMC near
Champaign. Photo courtesy of John Kraps.

Pigs in blanket featured in
UMM dinner fundraiser
CHAMPAIGN -- “How many pigs in blankets can YOU
eat?” is a perennial question at the Mt. Vernon United
Methodist Men’s annual Pancake and Sausage Dinner at
Mt. Vernon UMC near Champaign.
The Mt. Vernon men ask a modest $6 donation for all
the links and blankets you can eat. The men don the
aprons cooking and waiting on tables from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 19.
Proceeds support the Mt. Vernon Methodist Men’s missions, including local projects such as Helping Hands
in Mahomet and worldwide missions such as Theresa
Sherman, a peace corps worker in Turkey, and Rachel
Rebecca Berry, a mission intern with the World Student
Christian Federation in Geneva Switzerland.
The church is located at the corner of Champaign
Country Road 2200 north and 900 East. To get there,
drive north on Mattis Ave. in Champaign approximately
four miles north of U.S. 150 looking for the church sign
on the left at County Road 2200 North. Turn left on
CR2200 N for one mile to Country Road 900 East.
For more information, call 217-359-6183.

Do you have local church
news for publication?
Contact Paul Black, Director of Communications

pblack@igrc.org
Next deadline: January 18th, 2013

O’Fallon HS football team kicker Austin Barnes gathered over 3700 canned goods through the Kickin’ It For Cans program, which he donated Nov. 3 to the Fairview Heights Food Pantry. From left: volunteer Frank Nadler, Hunter Peebles who drove the truck that delivered
the canned goods, Austin Barnes, and volunteer Rhonda Farrell carry and stack boxes of canned goods inside the pantry.
Photo by Tim Vizer, Belleville News-Democrat.

O’Fallon kicker organizes massive canned
food drive for local food pantry
By Maria Baran, Belleville News-Democrat

More than 3,700 canned goods were donated to the
Fairview Heights Food Pantry Nov. 3 thanks to the kicking
of an O'Fallon Township High School student.
Austin Barnes, a senior kicker/punter on the Panthers
football team, organized Kickin' for Cans, a campaign to
encourage metro-east businesses, school groups and
others to donate cans for every successful kick he made
during the regular season.
Barnes' right foot landed 32 successful kicks and netted a donation of 3,756 cans and a $250 check.
"Growing up, I didn't really have much and I didn't
know what it was like to have a lot," said Austin, 17, who
wore a gold O'Fallon football jersey as he helped unload a
trailer filled with canned goods.
Every time Barnes scored during a regular season
O'Fallon football game, he donated 10 cans to the pantry.
He spoke to members of his church, Fairview Heights
Christ United Methodist Church, and encouraged others
to donate canned goods. Even the Mascoutah Little Indians football program donated 92 cans.
"This is a fabulous idea," said JoAnn Nadler, who volunteers and serves on the board at the food pantry. "We're
very pleased."
Midwest Auto Pro in Belleville donated 200 cans to the
drive.
"I thought it was great," said Sharon Favre, co-owner of
the business. She described Austin as a "go-getter."
More than two dozen individuals, businesses and

groups jumped on the can bandwagon. In addition to the
food, Consign and Design in O'Fallon donated $250 to the
food pantry.
It took Austin and several other volunteers about 15
minutes to unload the canned goods from a trailer. A
member of the Big Boss Blues Band donated the band's
trailer to help transport the donations to the food pantry.
Austin said he plans to play college football next year,
though he's not sure where.
He was offered a full scholarship to Southeast Missouri
State, but he said he hopes for offers from the University
of Notre Dame and the University of Alabama.
Kickin' for Cans inspired a high school basketball
player in Indiana, Dalton Taylor at Oregon Davis High
School, to do something similar.
"It reached even another state," said Angela Barnes,
Austin's mother. "I'm extremely proud of him -- on and off
the field."
The food pantry prepares monthly bags for needy
families that contain about 50 canned goods and nonperishable food items.
The Kickin' for Cans donation should help provide
food for about 75 families.
But that's a drop in the bucket for the food pantry,
which gave out 134 bags in October. That food helped
feed 427 people last month in the metro-east, Nadler said.
(Reprinted with permission from the Nov. 3 issue of the Belleville NewsDemocrat, www.bnd.com.)

“Back to Bethlehem”
Pictured in back are Mike Brock, Katie Sherman,
Alivia Spenard, Carter Oye; and, front row: Aaron
Weckhorst and D.J. Weckhorst, stars of the Mt.
Vernon UMC Christmas play, “Back to Bethlehem.”

Bored teenagers collide across time when past
meets present in the play which will be performed
Dec. 22-23 at the church, located near Champaign
in the Iroquois River District.
As the drama progresses, the youths’ faith is
renewed with laughter, tears, and miracles. During
the progress, a couple of squabbling guardian
angels intervene and their quarreling results
in a hilarious confusion of time sequences. But
the heart’s desire of a modern teenager is finally
granted: to “be in Bethlehem the night Jesus was
born.”
Throw in Scrooge, George Bailey of It’s a Wonderful Life, taciturn Roman guards, beloved seasonal
music and a casts of—well, not thousands--but
several dozen children, youth and adults, and the
result is a delightful holiday musical with something for each person in your family.
The Dec. 22 performance is at 7 p.m. and the Dec.
23 performance will be during the congregation’s
10:30 a.m. morning worship service.
For more information or directions, contact the
Rev. Dr. L. Rachel Berry, play director, at 217-3590196, for more information.
Photo courtesy of John Kraps
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Artist’s multi-panel mural captures
the many names of Jesus
By Jim Vorel, Decatur Herald & Review

Air Force Chief Derek Crowder and his son, Cody, embrace following Crowder's surprise return during a Carriel basketball game.

After two-year deployment, father surprises son
By the O'Fallon Progress

(Editor’s note: The Derek Crowder family are members of O’Fallon First UMC.)

O’FALLON -- Confusion quickly turned to joy for Carriel basketball player Cody Crowder during a game
Dec. 6 when his father unexpectedly returned from
serving a two-year deployment overseas.
After deployments to Afghanistan and Korea, Air
Force Chief Derek Crowder surprised his son as
the junior highschooler played with the O’Fallon
basketball team against Highland Middle School in
Highland.
The basketball referees called a timeout, cheerleaders created a tunnel formation, and Derek Crowder's
surprise return brought an emotional embrace from
his son and wife.
Almost everyone in the crowd knew of the arrival
except for the boys playing basketball, including
Crowder's son. While on the court, Cody had played
like it was just another night.
As everyone waited in anticipation of the arrival,
fans in the stands cheered on their respective
teams. The boys competed on the floor, 3-pointers were made, fouls were recorded and a typical
middle school basketball played on. At half-time,
Crowder waited in the lobby for the game to
resume. More than 500 fans and 200 students hid

their excitement and American flags from Cody.
With only a few seconds ticking off of the clock during the second half, the officials called for a timeout.
The boys on both teams threw up their hands in
confusion.
Highland cheerleaders and dancers quickly ran into
their tunnel formation. Kids in the crowd raised their
American flags. The announcer interrupted and
shared this message, "After serving his country and
away from his family for almost two years, the veteran joining us today just arrived from his deployment
in Afghanistan and Korea. Please help us welcome
United States Air Force Chief Derek Crowder."
At this point, everyone the crowd began chanting “USA” and waving American flags. As Crowder
walked toward his son, the cheers and emotions in
the gym were overwhelming. Crowder, his wife and
son embraced and Cody would not let go.
Eventually, Cody did let go of his dad. Crowder and
his wife moved to the stands and the game continued. This was the first time Crowder was able to see
his son play basketball in middle school.
(Reprinted with permission from the Dec. 10 issue of the O'Fallon
Progress, www.bnd.com/ofallon-progress)

SULLIVAN — Janet Roney isn’t afraid to take on a big project when
inspiration for a painting strikes, especially when it’s for her church.
The Sullivan resident has been painting professionally for decades, and
enjoys the challenge of a long-term project. But even so, she never
would have expected her magnum opus mural, “He Is!” to take more
than seven years to complete.
“I knew it would be a big undertaking, but I’ve never done anything
this big before,” said Roney of the final work, which has been almost
entirely installed at Sullivan First UMC. “I never thought it would take
this long. But life happens and interferes, you know?”
The completed mural stretches around the church’s Friendship Hall
as a sort of border — a series of connected panels, each 8 feet long by
about 1½ feet tall. That’s a large canvas all by itself, but the completed
work is comprised of many such panels, totaling around 190 feet in
length, for a whopping 280 square feet of painted area. Suddenly, it
becomes easy to see how the project took so long to complete.
“If I was doing it as individual paintings, it would be equal to about
60 good-sized canvasses,” Roney said. “And of course it was never the
only thing I was working on, because I’ve been a full-time painter with a
lot of other irons in the fire.”
The mural’s message is equally complex, as it aims to tell the complete story of Jesus through a flowing series of images of Christ’s many
“names” in the Christian Bible and in religious doctrine. Roney separated
these names into different categories of her own devising, beginning
with the “divine” aspect of Jesus and moving on to categories named
“promised,” “sent,” “sacrificed,” “risen” and “with us.” In all, there are 33
names of Jesus in the series, all illustrated in a style where each panel
flows cleanly into the next with no interruption.
“It was a very interesting challenge to assign the names to go with
the themes, because there are over 300 total names that I could have
used for Jesus,” the painter said. “Some of the example names are things
like ‘Alpha and Omega’ or ‘The Word’ in the ‘divine’ category, and the
images that go along with it are kind of cosmic and heavenly acrylic
paintings.”
Overall, the mural is designed to “give an overview of everything
Jesus is,” according to Roney. And it’s certainly an effort that has been
appreciated by her congregation, according to First United Methodist
pastor Charliam Renner.
“It’s greatly brightened up and brought interest to a room that
could have been rather sterile,” he said. “Janet has a passion to use the
gift that God has given her and I think she’s really seeking to give back
to her church and her God for giving her that talent.”
Overall, Roney feels the experience of working on the mural and
finally completing it has affected her own faith in a profound way. Indeed, she has often felt throughout the process that her task has been
guided by God.
“There are numerous instances where I have felt an unseen hand
at work,” she said. “Time and again, ideas I’d never heard of or thought
of before came to my mind to give me inspiration. I’m very thankful for
the inspiration that I received.”
(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 26 issue of the Decatur Herald & Review, www.
herald-review.com)

Devotional book companion

Seven Stephen ministers were commissioned Nov. 18 at
the Pocahontas UMC. The seven individuals received 50
hours of formal classroom training. Those commissioned
as Stephen Minister caregivers included Linda Bond, Ron
Gallas, Roger Marcoot, Brian Schaefer, Laurie Timmerman and Linda Trover. Anita Marcoot, who attended
the Stephen Ministry Leadership and Training School in
St. Louis, was also commissioned as the congregation’s
Stephen Ministry leader.
Rev. Dr. Charles Reed, a board certified church counselor,
assisted in training the Stephen Ministers by offering
local church news

professional insight in the subject of grief, depression
and suicide. He assisted with the commissioning ceremony and delivered the commissioning message.
Pictured in front kneeling, from left to right are: Linda
Trover and Brian Schaefer. Seated from left to right are
Roger Marcoot, Ron Gallas, Anita Marcoot, Laurie Timmerman, Linda Bond and Barbara Reed. Standing are
Rev. Dave Trover, the church’s pastor, and Rev. Dr. Charles
Reed.
Photo courtesy of Pocahontas UMC

A full-color booklet about the mural, “He Is,” is available for purchase
from the Sullivan First United Methodist Women’s group. The book sells
for a $5 donation and $1.50 for shipping. All proceeds of the book’s sale
go to Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House in East St. Louis, which is
a special mission of the UMW.
Persons passing through Sullivan are invited to stop by and see the
mural. The church is open weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Artist Janet
Roney is available by appointment to give personal interpretive tours of
the mural if a group wants to come and see it.
For more information on the book or the tours, contact Roney at
bluestem@one-eleven.net.
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new bishop, risk-taking mission and extravagant generosity
2012: A
By Paul Black, Director of Communication Ministries
United Methodists in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference
practiced risk-taking mission and extravagant generosity
on several fronts as well as welcome new episcopal leadership in 2012.
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton, who completed two terms as
leader in the Michigan Area, was assigned to the Illinois
Area by the North Central Jurisdictional Conference Committee on Episcopacy. Bishop Gregory Palmer, who served
only one term in Illinois, was assigned by the same committee to West Ohio.
For some, the change in episcopal leadership was a surprise, but Bishop Keaton waxed prophetically in a sermon,
But We Had Hoped, at the NCJ gathering and delivered
the message just the day before his new assignment was
announced. Utilizing the text of Cleopas and the other
disciple on the Road to Emmaus, Keaton spoke of how
they had lost their hope and how a little talk with Jesus
changed things.
“Feasting on the word of God, and seeing the risen Christ
in the breaking of bread rebuilt their hope,” Keaton said as
the message reached a crescendo with the words of the
hymn, The Solid Rock (My Hope is Built).
Bishop Palmer, in his farewell column, was quick to give
credit to others. “Whatever was accomplished during these
last four years was built upon the strong foundation that
I inherited,” he wrote. “I followed a superb visionary and
strategic leader in Bishop Sharon Brown Christopher. …All
of you – the lay and clergy of this conference – have been
warm, generous and responsive to me and my ministry
initiatives. You are a grace-filled, leader-full people. What
more could I have asked for? You have everything you
need to keep on keeping on for God.”
Bishop Keaton, who has only one term of service remaining, said of the new assignment, “It’s going to be another
good opportunity. I say that because I have been in
ministry for 40 years and it has all been itinerant ministry.
That means that in all these years, I have gone where I have
been sent. My whole ministry has been that whenever I
have gone, God is already there awaiting me and it will be
the same in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.”

Imagine No Malaria

The year 2012 was also a year that the IGRC zeroed in on
its $2.3 million goal for Imagine No Malaria. At the beginning of December, contributions and pledges fell $140,000
short of the goal.
Two farewell offerings for Bishop Palmer in separate
gatherings at Normal Calvary and Fairview Heights Christ
pushed the total past the 90 percent mark and the welcoming gift to Bishop Keaton also was applied to the campaign. A May golf outing in Fairview Heights generated
$30,000. The IGRC is one of only two conferences to have
surpassed the $2 million mark (Minnesota is the other).
In early December, Bishop Keaton set down a Red Flannel
Challenge – that if churches would raise new funds or new
pledges to meet the $140,000, he would bring his pair of
red flannel pajamas to annual conference and would provide a photo opportunity for folks as he held them up.
Churches who have already made pledges need to continue paying on those commitments. Some 200 churches
have not yet participated in the campaign and could still
do so with an offering or a pledged commitment for up to
three years. Any new money or new pledges count against
the $140,000 goal.

Harrisburg Tornado

Disaster relief and disaster response hit close to home this
year as an EF-4 tornado cut a path of destruction across
Southern Illinois Feb. 29. Starting north of Creal Springs,
the storm cut through the north end of Carrier Mills,
through Harrisburg and across to the village of Ridgway
where the Catholic Church was destroyed.
In Harrisburg, much of the damage was sustained in the
Dorrisville/Gaskins Park region where 300 homes were
damaged or destroyed as well as several businesses.
On March 5, Bishop Palmer along with Tom Hazelwood, assistant general secretary for disaster response in the United
States for the United Methodist Committee on Relief
toured the area, assessing the damage and offering assistance to victims and the community. Palmer also brought a
$10,000 check to the Harrisburg First UMC, which served as
a central point for feeding and assisting those displaced by
the storm. These funds were part of an episcopal request
to UMCOR. An additional $2,500 was also provided to the
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village of Ridgway from the Conference Disaster Response
Fund.

for reconstruction projects – three major emphases of
the IGRC-Liberia partnership

The IGRC response has been noteworthy as Harrisburg
continues its recovery. More than 460 persons have been
trained in Early Disaster Response and several trainings
were held throughout 2012. Spiritual and Emotional Care
teams have begun with assistance from the Office of
Pastoral Care and Counseling, along with work teams that
have assisted with rebuilding. IGRC congregations also
provided $67,854 in addition to the $10,000 UMCOR grant.
This total doesn’t include contributions which were directly
sent to Harrisburg and not through conference channels.

• Three mission trips to Liberia were completed in 2012 –
one conference team in February and two in October
– one from Peoria First UMC and one from Geneseo
First UMC.

Honduras Mission Partnership

On Aug. 18, seven members throughout the IGRC arrived
in Honduras on the first of what is envisioned to be future
mission trips as part of a new mission partnership with the
Central American country. Those making the initial trip
included Madonna Foster of Carrollton UMC; Greg Gelzinnis of Alton Main Street UMC; Sharon Hicks of Stronghurst
UMC; Bryan Lambdin of Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC;
Donna Schaad of Bloomington Wesley UMC; Ann Wagle of
Danville St. James UMC; and Bunny Wolfe, IGRC Missions
and Outreach Coordinator.
The group pioneered two areas, being the first to work
in Tegucilgalpa at the site of a newly-planned building in
the area of La Colonia Maya, which will take a minimum of
three years to build. While there the IGRC and members of
the nearby San Jose de la Vega UMC jointly held a Vacation
Bible School for the congregation’s children.
The next IGRC Honduras Mission Team is already scheduled
for June 2013. Additional teams will be planned as members of the IGRC answer God’s call to this new mission partnership. Information on the June 2013 trip can be obtained
by contacting Bunny Wolfe at bwolfe@igrc.org.

Liberia Mission Partnership

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference’s partnership with the
west African country of Liberia also saw some new avenues
of ministry being explored.
On Nov. 15-17, the IGRC hosted a first-ever Liberia Partners’
Summit aimed at coordinating the conference’s efforts
with others that have been involved in the rebuilding of
the country following a 14-year civil war.
Bishop John G. Innis told the attendees, which included
representatives from 14 states, five guests from Liberia,
a partner from the Germany East annual conference and
three staff members from the General Board of Global Ministries, “Your enthusiasm to organize and fully participate
in this summit speaks volumes of how well meaning and
intentional you are about the people of Liberia.”
A major item of the summit’s agenda was the presentation of a $1.4 million (US) plan for the construction of the
George W. Harley Regional Medical Center. Ganta UM
Hospital has operated in Nimba County on Liberia’s border
with the Republic of Guinea since 1926.
After summit conferees agreed that the Harley Medical
Center was a priority, a subcommittee has put together a
job description for a project manager to oversee the construction and a Feb. 25 conference call will update partners
on the progress of pre-construction issues.
The partners also identified the Bishop Prince A. Taylor
Youth Center as a project for all interested churches and
conferences. The 2013 Summit tentatively has been scheduled for Nov. 21-23 at Alton Main Street UMC.
Even before the Summit, the IGRC had several accomplishments to celebrate in Liberia:
• A three-story United Methodist school in West Point, a
slum of Monrovia, was finished and dedicated. West
Point is home to more than 60,000 people and the
school is the only one reaching junior high students in
the crowded community.
• An agriculture project at Ganta Mission Station was
launched, aimed at rebuilding the poultry and piggery
buildings so that they could become self-sustaining.
• A staff person to restart 4-H programs in United
Methodist schools in Liberia was hired.

Apportionment payments and
second-mile giving

The conference’s extravagant generosity is probably best illustrated in the faithful payment of apportionments by the
local church, considered the first benevolent responsibility
or first mile giving as well as those special offerings which
benefit the variety of missions to which United Methodists
are involved globally.
In 2011, apportionment receipts were 92.21 percent – just
1 percent lower than the record 93.16 percent in 2010.
Nevertheless, in tough economic times, IGRC churches
continue to be faithful in supporting the ministries and
paying their fair share.
IGRC was also one of 17 annual conferences to pay 100
percent of general church apportionments in 2011 and will
pay 100 percent in 2012.
While the books on 2012 haven’t been closed yet, there
is a positive trend. At the end of October and November,
apportionment receipts were running 5.24 percent ahead
of last year’s pace, meaning that a strong finish may result
in another record-setting year.
Regarding second mile giving, in addition to those missions and ministries already listed, IGRC gave $33,832 to
UMCOR U.S. Disaster Response; $13,179 to UMCOR International Disaster Response; and $14,996 to Heifer Project
International.
Churches also supported missionaries with salary support
with the following missionaries receiving the largest share
of support: Connie Wieck, $50,209; Janet McCarty, $23,250;
Priscilla Jaiah $10,958; and Larry Kies $8,234. Both Jaiah
and Kies returned to the IGRC and itinerated during the
year.
Several emerging needs grants have been approved for
specialized ministries during 2012 out of the conference’s
benevolence budget. These include: $1,000 grants to
summer garden programs at Springfield Grace UMC and
Edwardsville St. John UMC; $1,000 for a summer feeding
program for children at Alton Main Street UMC; $2,000 for
a week-end SnackPac program at Chillicothe First UMC and
a pending $1,000 grant to Newton Grace UMC for a teen
center.

Health insurance

There was much uncertainty concerning the future of
health care in the United States prior to the 2012 elections.
Following the election, the Conference Board of Pensions
and Health Benefits began considering the impact national
health insurance would have on clergy health insurance.
In looking at the information, the Board of Pensions estimated that the local church cost to continue the current
health insurance plan would be $20,000 per appointed
pastor in 2014 – up from the current $17,500 with higher
deductibles in order to maintain the present plan.
What emerged was a plan that would couple the purchase
of insurance through the newly-created health exchanges
with a Conference-sponsored Health Reimbursement Account (HRA), funded by employer contributions. HRA funds
can be used to pay for health insurance, co-pays, deductibles and other medical expenses. The plan design could
include a rollover provision where unspent funds could be
available in future years.
The first clergy forum on health insurance will be held on
Tuesday, Jan. 29, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Springfield
and will follow the conclusion of Covenant Keepers 2013.
Any changes to the health insurance plan would need the
approval of the 2013 annual conference session to be able
to put the new plan into effect in 2014.

New church starts and
congregational development

• Construction began on a school in the Cotton Tree area
of the Kakata/Farmington District

In the ongoing effort to start new congregations in the
IGRC, the Congregational Development Team is partnering
with congregations to start new sites for ministry.

• IGRC contributed more than $200,000 through the
Advance to Liberia. This included $31,869 for pastor’s
salary support; $25,630 for scholarships and $154,511

In addition to continuing to expand the campus in the Collinsville/Maryville area which launched in 2011, Fairview
continued on pg. 15, see Review

the year in review: at a glance

January: Mission

intern spotlighted in agency publication

Kara Johansen Crawford discovered the Mission Intern program through The United Methodist
Church. This program affords young adults between the ages 20 and 30 the opportunity to spend
three years engaging in missions and justice work, both in an international context and in their
home countries. Kara applied, was accepted, and invited to work with CEPALC (Comisión económica
para América latina) in Columbia where she spends 16 months in service. Photos courtesy of CEPALC

February: Risk taking

mission with prison inmates

Deeper Still event focuses on prison ministry
Breaking the Power of Canceled Sin: Experiencing the Scriptures and Ministry with the
Imprisoned provided local churches an opportunity to understand the nature of prison ministry and how a local congregation can begin
such a ministry.
The event was held March 9-10 at Decatur
Grace UMC and was part of the Deeper Still series of experiential retreats exploring the spiritual disciplines offered by the New Streams
Team.
the year in review: january - february

Deeper Still retreats offer hands-on experience with one act of piety (which helps
us grow in our love for God) and one act of
mercy (which helps us grow in our love for our
neighbor), along with time to explore the connection between the two and reflect on how
the practice of these means of grace helps us
grow deeper still in our life in the Spirit.
Please contact Beth Fender, Coordinator
of New Streams, at 217-529-2611 or by emailing bfender@igrc.org for more information.
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March: Risk taking mission with Harrisburg, immigrants

Bishop Minerva Carcaño prays with others in a circle that both separated and
joined opponents at an immigration demonstration held in Phoenix on April
24, 2010. UMNS photo courtesy of Jim Perdue Burke.

Bishop Gregory Palmer consoles Jim and Shirley Guard,
members of Harrisburg First UMC, who lost their home in
the February 29 tornado.
Volunteers help clear debris and wreckage from the devestationg storm.

April: Pre-General Conference

Current Structure

remembering those who passed
Rev. Scott Swigart, pastor of the Adams County Group Ministry (Paloma, Pleasant Grove, Richfield, Beverly, Kingston, Plainville) in the LaMoine RD, died Dec. 6, 2011.
Retired pastor, the Rev Frank Pierce, died Dec. 27, 2011, in Salem. Rev. Pierce served in the former Southern Illinois Conf. for
28 years retiring from W. Frankfort First in 1984.
Retired pastor, Rev. John W. Grob, died Dec. 19, 2011.
He served local churches in the former Southern Illinois Conf.,
retiring from Lebanon First UMC in 1995.
Rita Smith, wife of retired pastor Robert W. Smith, died Dec.
16, in Bourbonnais.
Helen Anderson, widow of the Rev. Ralph W. Anderson, died
Dec. 8, in Bethalto.
Michael Kesling, a pastor on disability leave, died March 21.
During his active ministry, he and his wife Anita served Dogwood Prairie, Strasburg, and Sunfield.
Roxy M. Lotz, widow of the Rev. Philip Henry Lotz, died March
16, 2011.
Retired pastor Perry Everett Bishop died March 10. Rev. Bishop served local churches in the former Central Illinois Conf.,
retiring from Chenoa in 1987.
Retired pastor Frank H. Nestler, died March 5. He served local
churches in the former Central Illinois Conf. for 42 years and
was appointed as a DS twice, of the Springfield and Decatur
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Districts.
Retired pastor Rev. Victor E. Ramsey, Sr., died Feb. 27. He
served several churches in the former Northwest Indiana and
Central Illinois Conf. prior to his retirement in 1988.
Eleanor Ruth Keiser, widow of the Rev. Oliver A. Keiser, died
Feb. 25.
C. Earline Douglas, widow of the Rev. Prentice P. Douglas,
died Feb. 16.
Charlotte B. Whittle, widow of the Rev. N. Felton Whittle, died
Feb. 15 in California.
Juanita Anne Dickey, wife of retired pastor Earl W. Dickey,
passed away on Wednesday, April 4.
Retired pastor Irvin Lee Kearns, passed away on Friday, April
6. He served local churches in the former Central Illinois Conf.,
retiring from the Kempton-Cabery-Cullom-Saunemin parish in
1988.
Dr. Gary G. Fritz, a retired IGRC clergy member, passed away
on April 22. He was a pastor, missionary, and professor who
retired from Champaign First UMC in 1988.
Dr. Richard (Dick) Brownfield, retired pastor who served
many churches in the former Central Illinois Conference, died
May 4.
Walter Johansen, father of Rev. Patty Johansen and father-inlaw of Rev. Mike Crawford, died May 19 in Iowa City, Iowa.

Amer Shay, a former lay member to annual conference from
the Cornell UMC, died May 16.
Gretchen Hawf, wife of retired pastor Paul Hawf, died June 2,
near Princeton, Ind.
Cynthia J. Booher, a former lay member to annual conference
from Springfield Douglas Ave. UMC, died June 1.
Edna Margaret White, widow of the Rev. Lowell C. White,
passed away on May 26, 2012 in Springfield, IL.
Word has been received of the recent death of Rev. Herbert
Zigbou. Herbert attended Ganta School. His siblings, parents
and one son live in Liberia. Herbert and Mary were responsible
for rebuilding Ganta Mission Station and Ganta Hospital.
Rev. Ray Porter retired pastor and DS of the former Southern
Illinois Conf., died June 28. Rev. Porter served five years as Olney DS and a second five-year tenure as East St. Louis DS in the
former Southern Illinois Conf. prior to retiring in 1996.
Retired pastor, Rev. Robert Wiedrich died June 18 in Decatur.
He served several churches throughout central Illinois during
his pastorate and retired from Washington First in 1990.
Retired pastor, Rev. George W. Loveland, died June 10, in
Silvis. He served local churches in the former Central Illinois
Conf., the IGRC and the Wesley Foundation at EIU, retiring from
Moline Bethel Wesley in 2006.
the year in review: march- april

May: Post General Conference

June: Annual conference

Frances Fechtig, wife of retired pastor Bill Fechtig, died Feb.
19, in Evansville, Ind.
Retired pastor Rev. Leoncia (“Lee”) Drayton died Feb. 6, in
Tennessee. She served local churches in both the former
Southern and Central Illinois Conf. prior to merger, last serving
Long Creek, near Decatur, in 1994.
Ralph Ogden (83), a retired pastor, passed away on Saturday,
July 21, 2012 in Morton, IL. He served the Wyoming UMC from
1988 until his retirement in 1995.
Paul Anders, husband of IGRC retired local pastor Joyce Anders, died Aug. 15.
Doris Semingson, wife of retired IGRC pastor Rev. Marshall
Semingson, died Aug. 7.
Stella Alice Webb, widow of the Rev. Julius J. Webb, died July
20, in Herrin.
Charlene Hull, a former staff member for Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund for many years, having worked with Rev.
Vernie Barnett, died July 24.
Charles Blickensderfer, a lay member from the Mackinaw
UMC in the Illinois RD, died July 24.
Retired pastor Rev. John Kovalcik died Aug. 23. Rev. Kolvalcik
pastored several churches in the former Central Illinois Conf.,
retiring in 1991.
Rev. Manuel Munoz died Aug. 27. Rev. Munoz was a Hispanic
the year in review: may - june

pastor who served Rock Island Hispanic UMC after coming to
Illinois in 1977 with his wife and seven children as a part of a
refugee resettlement in Chile.

Retired pastor Rev. Eugene Lee Reffett, Jr., died Oct. 1.
He served all 20 years of his UM ministry at the Beverly and
Kingston UMCs, retiring in 2005.

Retired pastor Rev. Edward Milhouse, died Sept. 8. Rev. Milhouse pastored several churches in the Central Illinois Conf.
before retiring in 1986.

Retired IGRC pastor, the Rev. Earl R. Black, died Oct. 28. Rev.
Black served 43 years of active ministry in the former Southern Illinois Conf., retiring in 1995 from Marion First UMC. Rev.
Black’s wife, Benita, survives.

Retired pastor Rev. James W. Hancock, died on , Sept. 20,
in Knoxville. He began his ministry in the Pilgrim Holiness
church, but became a Methodist pastor in 1957 and served
local churches in the Central Illinois Conf., retiring from Spring
Bay in 1983.
Retired pastor Rev. Norman E. Trolia, died Oct. 12. He served
local churches in the former Central Illinois Conf., last serving
Elmwood before going on disability leave. He retired in 1997.
Nancy Sexton-Guyer of Rochester died Oct. 12. She was at
one time the receptionist in the Bishop's office.
Retired local pastor Rev. James L. Hays died Oct. 10.
He served for 5 1/2 years in the former Central Illinois Conf.,
all at the Vermilion Charge in the Mattoon district. He retired
in 1996.
Rev. Bert Kuykendall died Oct. 7 in Rising Sun, Md. Rev.
Kuykendall was not a UM clergy member of the IGRC, but during his active ministry was involved in the ministry to the deaf
before retiring. He was a member of the Pleasant Grove UMC
near McLeansboro in the Cache RD.

Helen Irene Holloway, wife of retired pastor Jack Holloway,
died Oct. 11, Blairsville, Ga.
Pam Reed, wife of the Rev. Jim Reed, pastor of Monterey,
White Chapel and Kingston Mines UMCs, Illinois RD, died Nov.
11.
Louis Bruce, husband of IGRC pastor Rev. Louella Pence died
Dec. 7. Rev. Pence is currently serving at the Bellflower UMC in
the Iroquois River District.
Lee J Harter, father of Sangamon River District Superintendent Rev. Terry Harter, Dec. 3 in Tucson, Ariz.
Judith Ann Cox, wife of retired IGRC pastor Kenneth Cox
died Nov. 26. Together with her husband, the Coxes served 42
years in the former Central Illinois Conference and the IGRC
prior to retiring in 2011.
Irene “Rene” Frick (90), former spouse of the late Jack Frick,
passed away on Monday, December 17, 2012 in Indianapolis,
IN.
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July: IGRC camping

August: A day that brings change
Beloved in Christ Jesus:
I trust that this note
finds you well and thriving in ministry. To say
that a day brings about
a change is more than
understatement especially in light of the grizzly tragedy in Aurora,
Colo. Thank you for your
prayers and support for
the families and communities affected. This includes your community as
well as mine.
While most of us have not been directly affected
by unexplained violence on this scale we do know of
tragic violence in every community. This most recent
event which is holding us glued to news sources is a
call to remember who we follow and serve and how
Jesus Christ has invited us to live our lives. We are indeed called to be peacemakers, healers and reconcilers whether or not that is our first impulse. But the
other thing that is tugging at me in the face of the
Colorado tragedy is the question of mental illness
and what role it may have played.
On another matter in the area of change, I want
to give you a huge shout out for the generous and
thoughtful outpouring of love, kudos, affection and
so much more that has been directed toward me and
Cynthia. We have had a blast here and leave quite
naturally with feelings of incompleteness. But if the
truth be told, I leave every setting with that sense. I
am grateful to have had the opportunity to move the
ball down the field so to speak. During a short watch
I believe that all of us pulling together got a lot done.
Perhaps more than any of us realized.
Whatever was accomplished during these last
four years was built upon the strong foundation that
I inherited. I followed a superb visionary and strategic leader in Bishop Sharon Brown Christopher. I
have been privileged to work with a strong capable
staff in the Episcopal Office and the Conference and
I have partnered with diligent, knowledgeable and
passionate superintendents. All of you -- the lay and
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clergy of this conference -- have been warm, generous and responsive to me and my ministry initiatives.
You are a grace-filled, leader-full people. What more
could I have asked for? You have everything you
need to keep on keeping on for God.
Speaking of the incompleteness, if I had one
wish it would be to know on my last day as your
bishop that we had reached or exceeded the goal we
have been moving toward for Imagine No Malaria.
I am so pleased that I will be handing the proverbial baton to Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton. He is a
good leader, strong preacher and passionate proponent of the mission of the church and missional
outreach. He is an out there with the people kind of
bishop. I know him as friend, colleague and for four
years, he was my bishop. I am confident that you
will embrace him and his family and receive the gifts
for ministry that they bring. Lots of important transitional work is underway and our staff leaders are
functioning at a high level to assist the Keatons and
the conference to get off to a smashing start.
Now I know some are wondering what happened? Why is the bishop leaving after only four
years? These are understandable questions for which
the only answer is: nothing happened. Put another
way: the process worked. All bishops are assigned for
four years at a time and all assignments are reviewed
every four years. Bishops, like other pastors, move for
a variety of reasons to help assist the mission of the
church. A number of factors are always at work as in
the appointive process in the Annual Conference. We
had strong leaders on the Jurisdictional Episcopacy
Committee from IGRC. And the whole committee
(made up of one lay and one clergy member from
every conference) has to work together to serve the
best interest of the parts and the whole jurisdiction.
Cynthia and I have had an awesome ministry
experience here. We have been challenged to grow
and blessed beyond measure. Thank you. We embrace the next chapter in ministry with faith and joy.
Thank you for allowing us to move forward in this
spirit. As always I am,
Your servant in Christ Jesus,
Gregory Vaughn Palmer
the year in review: july - august

September: Jonathan

D. Keaton began serving IGRC
Prior to his appointment at the IGRC, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
served as the resident bishop of the Michigan Area, which
includes the Detroit and West Michigan Conferences, since
September 1, 2004. Prior to his Michigan Area appointment, he
served for 8 years as resident bishop of the Ohio East Area.
Bishop Keaton was elected to the Episcopacy in 1996 after serving for 6 years as the DS of the Aurora District in the Northern IL.
AC. He was an Associate Council Director in Northern Illinois for
8 years responsible for church and society, ethnic minority local
churches and spiritual formation. Bishop Keaton also served 2 local churches: Broadway UMC in Rockford,IL. and St. Luke UMC in
Chicago, IL. He was elected to 3 General Conference delegations
with the Northern IL. Conference and was head of the delegation in 1996.
Bishop Keaton served as a member of the General Council
on Ministries and is currently a member of the coordinating
committee for the Strengthening the Black Church for the
21st Century program, having served as chairperson of that
committee from 1996-2008. He is also currently a member of
the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. His past
involvement with general agencies include the General Board of
Global Ministry from 1996-2004, and The UM Development Fund
from 1996-2004, where he served as president. Bishop Keaton
has been a member of the New DS/Council Directors Training
Committee since 1996.
Bishop Keaton graduated with a Master's of Divinity Studies
from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary where he later
received a Doctorate in Sacred Theology. Awarded the Distinguished Alumni Award from Garrett in 2001, he was also a teaching assistant at Garrett in communications, ethics and society,
church and the Black experience. Originally from Fort Smith, Arkansas, Bishop Keaton received his Bachelor's of Science degree
from Philander Smith College and was awarded the Outstanding
Service Award. Philander Smith is one of the eleven colleges and
universities supported by The UMC's Black College Fund.

October: IGRC

the year in review: september- october

partnership in Honduras
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November: 2012

Liberia Partners Summit

ALTON – A gathering of partners with Liberia aimed a
coordinating and maximizing efforts of evangelization,
education, health care and economic opportunity among
various annual conferences was held Nov. 15-17 at Alton
Main Street UMC.
Bishop Jonathan Keaton preached the 7 p.m. opening worship service on Nov. 15 and Bishop John Innis,
episcopal leader for the Liberia Annual Conference,
preached the Nov. 16 worship service. Both services
were open to everyone, including those not
registered for the summit.
IGRC Communications audio recorded
sessions from the Summit and posted the
recordings on the IGRC website in the
days that followed the Summit. These files
are in MP3 format, allowing them to be
saved to computers and mobile devices for
playback. Visit www.igrc.org/liberiasummit
for play or download.
The purpose of the event was to celebrate
and enhance the working relationships which
United Methodist conferences and individuals in the
United States and globally have with the Liberia Annual
Conference. During three-day summit, the group explored
specific areas that included but were not limited to: Ganta
Hospital construction project, other joint construction
projects, agricultural projects, self-sustainable projects,
training opportunities, student scholarships, pastor salary
support, missionary salary support, as well as Advance
Special projects.
In a letter that was sent jointly by Innis’ office and the Illinois Area Episcopal office, both leaders noted its importance. “Your participation in this gathering of partners
with Liberia was crucial as we sought to better coordinate
and maximize our mutual efforts in evangelization, education, health care and economic opportunity in Liberia.
Please save these dates in your schedule and plan to join
us for this important conversation as we work together to
enhance our mutual disciple making ministry and mission
with our Liberian brothers and sisters."

In addition to the two bishops, the summit also included
an 8:30 a.m. morning devotion led by Dr. Caroline Njuki,
assistant general secretary of the General Board of Global
Ministries. Victor Taryor, administrator of Ganta Hospital led a general session beginning at 9 a.m. on the Ganta
Hospital construction project.
From 10:30 to noon on Friday, six breakout sessions were
available:
• Ganta Hospital – fundraising and promotion
• Scholarships and Education
• Agriculture projects
• Pastor salary support
• Traveling to Liberia
• Training opportunities – teacher, pastor, laity training;
women’s workshops; microcredit program and
marketing of Liberian artisan crafts
Following lunch, a general session on Advance Specials in
Liberia and missionary salary support was led by David
Malloy for the Advance. A general discussion on joint
building projects was held from 2:15 to 3 p.m. Round table
discussions resumed from 3 to 5:30 p.m. prior to the dinner break and evening worship.
Njuki led Saturday morning’s session at 9 a.m. with reports
from the round table discussions. Dismissal was set for
11:30 a.m.
IGRC has been involved in a partnership with the Liberia
Annual Conference since 2004 when Rev. Dr. Timothy
Bias, then pastor of Peoria First UMC, stood and asked the
conference to begin in a partnership. While early efforts
included collecting rice for the Liberia Annual Conference session and books for the Gbanga School of Theology,
much of the IGRC effort has centered around: scholarships
for students; rebuilding of churches damaged or destroyed
by the civil war; and providing salary support for Liberia
pastors, who earn an average of $20 per month.

December: Camping & Retreat Ministries D.C.
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Trip

the year in review: november - december

‘Queen’ reigns over Liberian hospital
By Kathy Gilbert

Community health workers
bring healing
By Kathy Gilbert

GANTA, Liberia (UMNS) - On a dreary, rainy
Monday, Dorothy Payetee starts singing a hymn.
Soon others join in and slowly begin to file into
the small cinderblock building that serves as the
village’s gathering place.
Today it is mostly mothers and children
because many of the villagers are already out busy
with daily chores. Payetee, a community health
volunteer from Ganta United Methodist Hospital, opens the spontaneous meeting with a prayer
and then she starts quizzing the group on healthy
habits.
Payetee, Kormassah Mulbah and Tonia Albertha Binda are welcome, familiar faces here. The
health-care volunteers are often the only way these
villagers can get medical attention.
The three have been coming to outlying villages served by the hospital since 2008. The Ganta
United Methodist Hospital works with Curamericas Global in the Nehnwaa Child Survival Project
in Nimba County, Liberia. Ganta Hospital serves
an area of more than 450,000 people.
Curamericas Global serves as a partner with
underserved communities to improve health and
well-being. According to the organization, this
area has the third-highest maternal mortality rate
in the world.
“What are some of the good things we have
done?” Payetee asks. It doesn’t take long for almost
everyone to chime in.
“You have to keep your child warm and the
surroundings clean,” said one mother with three
children attached at her hips.
Mulbah, the family planning supervisor, explains, “We taught them that to prevent pneumonia.”
Prevention is key
This small village has a population of 418
and is an hour’s drive from the hospital. Problem
is, no one has cars. There is one van used by the
Nehnwaa Child Survival Project to respond to any
emergencies.
Because it is so difficult to get help, prevention measures are stressed, said Allen Zomonway,
project manager for the hospital’s public health
program.
Binda, a registered nurse, cares for infants and
children up to 5 years old. Malaria, diarrhea and
pneumonia are constant enemies she works to
keep at bay.
She dispenses rapid-diagnosis tests for malaria
and gives out malaria medicine. She keeps zinc
on hand for pneumonia and talks to the villagers
about home remedies for diarrhea.
Health-care professionals from John Hopkins
Hospital in the U.S. have been to Ganta to train
the volunteers. The volunteers also make use of elearning offered by the USAID, Zomonway said.
The team works on water and sanitation
because those are core to good health, he said.
Family planning, prenatal and postnatal care for
women and HIV testing and education are also
stressed.
Liberia has dry and wet seasons. During the
global news

dry season, children are exposed to measles, polio,
diphtheria and other airborne diseases, he said.
Childhood immunizations are available for children under 5 years old.
The program provides water wells and maintains them for two years, and then the upkeep of
the wells is turned over to community. That is why
education is so important, Zomonway said.
Villagers are taught to cover the wells and treat
them every three months. Women are instructed
on everyday sanitation techniques such as building
elevated racks for dishes to keep them from becoming contaminated by waste from children and
roaming animals. They are taught to dig a pit away
from the village for garbage.
“It is challenging,” Zomonway said. “Many
villages did not welcome us at first. They were not
receptive to new ideas.”
Importance of family planning
One of the most challenging subjects is family
planning, Mulbah adds.
“We try to tell them to space out their children,
at least two years, and we offer birth control tablets
and condoms,” she said. “Some men are opposed
to the idea, and the women have to hide their pills.
Some think family planning is interfering with
God’s purpose.”
But Mulbah feels she has broken through
many of those barriers.
The United Methodist Book of Discipline, the
denomination’s law book, discusses family planning in the context of “The Right to Health Care.”
It affirms “the right of men and women to have
access to comprehensive reproductive health/
family planning information and services that will
serve as a means to prevent unplanned pregnancies, reduce abortions, and prevent the spread of
HIV/AIDS.” The passage cites John 10:10b, which
quotes Jesus: “I came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly.”
When Payetee asks the gathering about the
importance of family planning, there is some
laughter and smiles leap from face to face.
One woman, a midwife, volunteers some
added advice for the few men in the room. Pointing her finger and talking sternly she says, set aside
some money for your pregnant wives so they have
some clothing for themselves and the newborn.
She told a story about one man who went to
the hospital after his child was born and didn’t
bring the proper supplies. He had to cut up his
trousers for diapers, she says as laughter erupts.
The easy-going exchanges and good humor are
indications that the health workers are respected.
People are listening, Payetee said.
However, responding to emergencies is a crucial need for all the outlying villages.
“In the absence of a vehicle, we have to use a
hammock to bring someone to the hospital.” That
mode of transportation adds many hours and
prolonged pain and danger for the patient, Payetee
said.
*Gilbert is a multimedia reporter for the young adult content
team at United Methodist Communications, Nashville, Tenn.

GANTA, Liberia (UMNS) - Most hospitals don’t have royalty on staff, but then
Ganta (Liberia) United Methodist Hospital is not like most hospitals.
Rocked and ravaged by years of war, the battle-scarred hospital was founded
by two Methodist missionaries in 1926.
Ester Deline became “Queen of Ganta United Methodist Hospital” on July 31,
2010.
Deline was the top fundraiser for the hospital and the prize was a crown and
title. She credits her win to contributions from her seven children and many friends
among the staff and patients at the hospital.
There are no signs Deline will give up her crown anytime soon.
Her day job is the warehouse assistant for the hospital, a job with much responsibility. She catalogs everything that comes into the hospital — from purple
scrubs, to pink baby sheets, to heavy equipment like the air conditioner sitting in
front of her desk.
She keeps detailed ledgers, carefully printing everything that comes into or
goes out of the hospital. Many of the boxed items are donations from United
Methodists around the globe.
“It’s a tough job … whew,” she says.
But in addition to her heavy responsibilities in the warehouse she is also the
face and voice for the hospital. She comes to work every day dressed for spur-ofthe-moment royal visits. Even on a Saturday she looks exquisite, from her brown,
ruffled hat to her black pumps.
“I serve as public relations. As queen, they carry me out for ceremonies, marriages, deaths, all kinds of things. I speak on behalf of the hospital.”
Troubled history
Ganta is a hospital that needs all the good will it can get.
Despite a red mud road that makes traveling to the center a long tedious journey, the medical center cares for more than 450,000, including patients from the
surrounding countries of Guinea and Côte d’Ivoire. It is a hospital that was literally
a battlefield during the long years of civil war in Liberia. It is riddled with bullet
holes and other scars as proof of its troubled history.
War devastated the hospital, said United Methodist Bishop John Innis of Liberia. “They practically broke down the main hospital, and we became hopeless.”
Charles Taylor, 22nd president of Liberia, led a group to overthrow then-President Samuel Doe. That action initiated the first Liberian Civil War from 1989 to ‘96.
The second civil war was from 1999 to 2003.
The hospital became the base for Taylor and his people, Innis said. “It was like a
battlefield, a real battlefield. But God kept eyes on the hospital. In 2005, the United
Methodist Liberian Conference voted to build a new hospital that would receive
patients from all over Africa.”
Dr. Albert Willicore, chief medical officer of Ganta hospital, was in Liberia during the days of the civil war.
“The whole place was devastated because there was a seesaw era between
the government troops and the rebellious troops,” said Willicore. “So this place was
dilapidated, everything down. Most of the equipment in the operating theater
was bullet-ridden so that we did not do very involved surgery that would need
sophisticated equipment.”
Even today the hospital doesn’t have running water or reliable electricity. Generators are turned on when there is surgery or during emergencies, he said.
“The church has operated a hospital in Ganta that has met a very critical need
of the people of this country as well as in adjoining countries,” President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf said in a recent interview with the United Methodist Liberian Conference. The goal to build a new hospital is most welcome, she said.
“We ask all the partners of the church, domestic as well as international, to
come and work with The United Methodist Church to achieve this very, very
needed goal.
“This hospital provides healing for thousands, thousands of people here and
around. And so with a new hospital all their lives will be made whole. They will be
happy people.”
Personal toll
Deline was hired at the hospital Dec. 1, 2008. She clearly loves her job and the
hospital and works to raise awareness and funds for its repair.
“The population is increasing, patients are increasing and our hospital is full,”
she said. “Our dream is to build a new hospital.”
The war took a personal toll on Deline. She and her father and children fled
to Guinea. Her husband and mother stayed, and both were burned to death in a
church rebels set on fire.
One of her sons, who was 5, died when they were in exile because she couldn’t
get him to a hospital.
She said it took her a long time to come back to Liberia. Her days are much
happier now.
*Gilbert is a multimedia reporter for the young adult content team at United Methodist Communications, Nashville, Tenn.

Ester Deline became “Queen” of Ganta United Methodist Hospital in 2010 after being
recognized as the hospital’s top fundraiser. UMNS photos by Kathy L. Gilbert.
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2012: Judicial rulings play big role
In theory, the governance of The United Methodist Church
resembles what you find in a U.S. civics textbook.
Like the United States, the denomination has three roughly
equal branches of government outlined in its constitution.
General Conference, which meets every four years, tops the
church legislative branch with lawmaking authority “over all
matters distinctly connectional.” The Council of Bishops, with
some limitations, leads the executive branch. And topping the
denomination’s judiciary is the nine-member Judicial Council.
The denomination’s 13 general agencies exist to carry out
the mandates of General Conference and provide resources for
annual (regional) conferences and local churches.
But to hear some United Methodists tell it, a handful of Judicial Council rulings this year have turned the denomination’s
polity on its head and made the top church court the most
powerful branch in church government.
“In my view, the Judicial Council has become focused on
their power to override the legislative process rather than
looking for ways to support legislation,” said Joe Whittemore, a
North Georgia Conference lay delegate to the last six General
Conferences.
Other United Methodists disagree. The Judicial Council, they
contend, is doing only what the denomination’s constitution
requires of it: Deciding whether actions referred to it pass
constitutional muster.
“The council is charged with ruling on constitutionality,” said
the Rev. Thomas E. Frank, a historian of Methodism and profes-

sor at Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, N.C. He is also
the author of Polity, Practice, and the Mission of The United
Methodist Church. “If legislation doesn’t fit the constitution,
the Judicial Council is supposed to say so.”
Judicial Council rules forbid current members from speaking publicly about specific cases. However, the Rev. William
B. Lawrence, Judicial Council president and dean of Southern
Methodist University’s Perkins School of Theology, did say he
sees judicial review as playing a critical role in church life.
Whether secular or ecclesiastical, an independent judiciary
has at its root the principle that “the rights of the minority
must be taken seriously,” said Lawrence.

Controversial opinions

Three Judicial Council rulings, in particular, sparked debate
this year.

• On May 4, the Judicial Council stunned many on the last

day of the 2012 General Conference when it unanimously
declared the Plan UMC legislation to restructure the
general agencies unconstitutional. Delegates had ap
proved the legislation by almost 60 percent.

• At its Oct. 24-27 meeting, the Judicial Council upheld

church rules that ensure security of appointment for elders
and associate clergy members in good standing. The
decision struck down legislation to eliminate guaranteed
security of appointments approved on General
Conference’s consent calendar. In Decision 1226, the court

United Methodists of note who died in 2012
In 2012, church members marked the passing of a number of
United Methodist leaders who made significant contributions
in their Christian walk.
Those to whom we said goodbye include bishops and agency
executives, an evangelist in Sierra Leone, a pioneer in rural
ministry and a former U.S. Senator who even out of office
remained committed to fighting world hunger.
Here are eight remembrances.

Bishop Paul Andrews Duffey
died March 18 in Georgia after a brief
illness. He was 91.

In 1980, the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference elected Duffey to
the episcopacy. He was assigned to the
Louisville Area and served eight years.
He also was secretary of the Council of
Bishops from 1984 to 1988.
“Bishop Duffey was truly one of God’s
humble servants,” said the Rev. Karl Stegall, now retired from
the Alabama-West Florida Annual (regional) Conference. “He
was a Christian gentleman in the highest sense of the word.
He always lifted our spirits to the higher, nobler things of life.
He modeled for all of us in a unique way Christian piety and
social action.”

The Rev. Edward W. Paup

The Rev. Edward W. Paup, a former United Methodist bishop and top executive
of the denomination’s mission agency,
died March 21 after a long battle with a
brain tumor.

in St. Louis.
“She worked to realize a dream which is destined to change
the face of leadership in Africa from now until eternity,” said
Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa of the Zimbabwe Area.

The Rev. Isaac Momoh
Ndanema

“Pa” Ndanema, as he was fondly called,
spent a good deal of his life building
schools and developing congregations
for the denomination. His team established 14 churches and 10 schools in
eastern Freetown, Sierra Leone’s capital,
and the hinterland. The annual conference honored his work in 2010 when he
was given the title of “conference evangelist” — the first in the
conference to receive the title.
“He lived a life of self-denial. He loved a simple and humble
home,” said the Rev. Moses Massaquoi, Ndanema’s former
assistant, at the funeral service June 19. “With the support of
his children, he would have lived a better life in the United
States … or a far better home elsewhere in Freetown. But he
preferred to live a simple lifestyle in the Ginger Hall Community in eastern Freetown.”

The Rev. Harold W. McSwain
For 50 years, the Rev. Harold W.
McSwain played a pivotal role in the
church’s rural ministry network. McSwain, who died June 17 in Columbus,
Ohio, at age 87, had been in ill health
since suffering a stroke in December
2007.

In 1964, he was hired as the first fulltime director of Hinton Rural Life Center,
where he expanded on the parish-staff approach of linking
small churches to existing administrative, service and religious
structures. The center offered resources and training on the
model, established volunteer and youth programs and provided facilities for religious retreats. McSwain also helped form
the Appalachian Development Committee, which coordinated
United Methodist ministries across that region.

“We know that through God, Ed was formed, called, ordained
and commissioned — and now has been called to rest. As
resurrection people, we hold fast to Jesus’ promise that there
will be for each of us an eternal home,” said West Ohio Area
Bishop Bruce Ough, president of the United Methodist Board
of Global Ministries.

“Dr. McSwain had the deepest of commitment to all things
rural,” said the Rev. Owen Gorden, dean of the denomination’s
Rural Chaplains Association. “He dedicated his powerful intellectual and organizational abilities to advancing the causes of
the rural church and community.”

Many affectionately knew her as “Mrs.
Africa University.” As chair of the Division of Higher Education of the United
Methodist Board of Higher Education
and Ministry, Carruth became a key proponent of the Africa Initiative, supporting African bishops and church leaders.
She traveled to Liberia and Zimbabwe
as part of the site-selection committee
to investigate possible locations for the university. Carruth
presented the formal proposal to found and support Africa
University to the 1988 United Methodist General Conference
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said appointment “has long been a part of the tradition
of The United Methodist Church” and “abolishing security
of appointment would destroy our historic plan for
itinerant superintendency.”

• On Nov. 10, the Judicial Council ordered the immediate

reinstatement of Bishop W. Earl Bledsoe, whom the South
Central Jurisdictional Committee on Episcopacy had
voted to place in involuntary retirement. The full
jurisdictional conference affirmed Bledsoe’s removal by a
vote of 208 to 45. In Decision 1230, the court cited
“numerous errors in violation of the principles of fair
process” in Bledsoe’s case and “the inability to articulate”
what the “best interests” of the church or of the bishop
would be.

It should be noted the Judicial Council in each of these cases
comprised a slightly different group of people.

Plan UMC decision ends months of talks

The vote on Plan UMC followed more than a year of
discussion among church leaders about reconfiguring the
denomination’s agencies. Supporters of the Call to Action
restructuring plan and the alternative Plan B developed Plan
UMC compromise legislation during General Conference after
no comprehensive plan to consolidate agencies made it out of
committee. The plan would have established a General Council
for Strategy and Oversight to oversee the work of six of the
continued on pg. 15, see Judicial

By United Methodist News Service*

He served as bishop of the Portland
(Ore.) Area from 1996 to 2004 and
bishop of the Seattle Area until 2008,
when he resigned from the episcopacy
to become the top staff executive of
the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries. He served
only a year as the mission agency’s general secretary before
resigning from the position on Sept. 1, 2009, because of
health concerns.

Nancy Mikell Carruth

A UMNS Report, by Heather Hahn*

Bishop Leontine T.C. Kelly

Bishop Leontine Turpeau Current
Kelly, The United Methodist Church’s
first African-American woman bishop,
is remembered as a trailblazer, a
spiritual mother, a standard-bearer for
women of color in leadership and a
gift to The United Methodist Church.
She died at age 92 on June 28.
Although a member of the Virginia
Conference, Kelly was elected to the episcopacy by the Western Jurisdictional Conference in 1984. She was assigned to the
San Francisco Area. Among Kelly’s many contributions to the

denomination was as a founding member of Africa University, the first United Methodist university on the continent of
Africa. Kelly was the presiding bishop when the 1988 United
Methodist General Conference approved the African Initiative,
which later became Africa University.
“She made a bold journey from the Southeastern Jurisdiction
to the Western Jurisdiction. It was as audacious as her whole
life,” retired Bishop Judith Craig said. “She never ran from
challenge or controversy, and she also stood fast in her convictions.”

Former U.S. Sen. George
McGovern

Many United Methodists knew former
Sen. George McGovern not as a politician but as a faithful church member
who emulated John Wesley in his quest
to overcome hunger and poverty and
promote peace and justice. McGovern,
the son of a Wesleyan Methodist pastor,
died in the early morning hours of Oct.
21 in Sioux Falls, S.D. He was 90.
As a senator, McGovern wrote legislation to initiate the food
stamp program, the school lunch program and supplemental
food assistance to women and children (WIC). Later, as a U.N.
ambassador, he recruited his former political rival-turnedfriend, Sen. Bob Dole (R-Kansas), to sponsor an international
school lunch program to feed the hungry children in less
economically developed nations. Both men were honored
with the prestigious World Food Prize in 2008.
“For him, the social gospel was not just a theory, but the core
of his faith in seeking to make the world a better place,” said
the Rev. Donald Messer, executive director of the Center for
the Church and Global AIDS and a longtime friend of McGovern.

Bishop Mack B. Stokes

Bishop Mack B. Stokes, who taught
thousands of preachers and helped desegregate Mississippi United Methodists, died Nov. 21 in Perdido Key, Fla. He
was 100, just a month shy of his 101st
birthday.
Before his election to the episcopacy,
he taught for 31 years at Emory’s
Candler School of Theology in Atlanta,
where he was the school’s first Parker Professor of Systemic
Theology, associate dean and later acting dean. The Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference elected Stokes a bishop in
1972 and assigned him to the Jackson (Miss.) Episcopal Area,
where he served until his retirement as active bishop in 1980.
In Mississippi, he took on the task of merging African-American and white annual conferences into two integrated conferences. “He served in Mississippi at an important time,” said
retired Bishop Kenneth Lee Carder, who was the Jackson Area
bishop from 2004 to 2008. “He brought to that task not only a
pastoral sensitivity but also a deep theological grounding for
reconciliation.”
*Contributors to this article include Barbara Dunlap-Berg, Linda Bloom,
Kathy Gilbert, Heather Hahn, Phileas Jusu and Andra Stevens.
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denomination’s agencies and consult on the budget of
seven.
The Judicial Council ruled in Decision No. 1210 that under
Plan UMC, General Conference delegated authority that should
remain only with the lawmaking body.
The court also ruled that the establishment of a General
Council for Strategy and Oversight under Plan UMC was unconstitutional because it would intrude into the constitutional
authority of the Council of Bishops for general oversight of the
denomination.

have,” he said.
The Rev. Keith Boyette, a member of the 2000-2008 Judicial
Council, said he would have found Plan UMC constitutional.
Boyette, a pastor and attorney, was an alternate delegate to
the 2012 General Conference from the Virginia Conference.
“Nonetheless, the then-current members of the Judicial
Council unanimously held Plan UMC unconstitutional, as was
their right.”
The church court is no stranger to accusations of judicial
activism, Boyette said. That charge “always seems to issue forth
from those who come out on the losing end of a controversial
case decided by the Judicial Council.”

is in the early stages of exploring a potential merger with the
United Methodist Commission on Religion and Race.
“I think there is too much authority and not enough responsibility in different places,” she said. “I think restructure is necessary, and I think there does need to be not a chief executive
officer but some sort of coordinating entity that really does
coordinate and hold people accountable.”

The role and history of Judicial Council

What the United Methodist constitution says
Jurisdiction and Powers outlined in the Book of Discipline,
the denomination’s law book.
"A Brief History of the Judicial Council of The United
The ruling had some precedence. In Decision 364,
Methodist
Church" by Sally Curtis AsKew
the Judicial Council overturned part of the 1972
The Rev. Lovett H. Weems Jr., professor of church
legislation establishing the former General Council
leadership and director of the Lewis Center for Church
on Ministries, saying it gave that new body authority
Leadership of Wesley Theological Seminary in Washingthat the constitution reserves for General Conferton, echoed Burton’s point.
ence.
“Executive leadership is so diffused as to be virtually
The Judicial Council typically cannot rule on hypopowerless,” he said. He suggested the Council of Bishthetical actions. But there are exceptions that might
ops needs to be more empowered to give the “general
have applied in the case of Plan UMC and permitoversight” required by the denomination’s constitution.
ted the court to act before the last day of General
The Rev. Robert J. Williams, top executive of the
Conference, said Sally Curtis AsKew, a former Judicial
United
Methodist Commission on Archives and HisCouncil member and now its clerk.
tory, said as the church struggles in the United States,
The Council of Bishops, which endorsed the
United Methodists “have been very good at blaming
original Call to Action restructure in November 2011,
somebody else.”
can ask the Judicial Council at any time to review
“We can blame the bishops; we can blame the
proposed legislation. Likewise, the General Confergeneral agencies; we can blames the seminaries; we
ence itself can refer proposed actions to the Judicial
can blame our pastors; we can blame our laity,” he said.
Council, which is in session throughout the assem“And I think that is really unfortunate. Maybe we ought
bly.
to start saying, ‘There are a lot good things going on.’ As
Debate over rulings
Paul says in 1 Corinthians, ‘God gives the increase.’”
Members of the Virginia delegation huddle to discuss possible next steps after the UnitWhittemore noted that unlike Plan UMC, a General ed Methodist Judicial Council ruled the proposed "Plan UMC" for church restructuring to
Mary Brooke Casad, a General Conference delegate
Council of Ministries with more proscribed authority be unconstitutional during the 2012 United Methodist General Conference in Tampa, Fla. from the North Texas Conference and outgoing execuA UMNS photo by Mike DuBose.
did become part of the denomination’s structure.
tive secretary of the denomination’s Connectional
Whittemore, who helped develop the Plan B
Table, sees reasons for hope at the local church level.
restructuring proposal and later Plan UMC, said, “Plan UMC was
She was one of the early supporters of the Call to Action
not impossible to ‘fix’ if there had been the will to do so. Our
proposals. She also was a member of the episcopacy commitLooking ahead to reform
Judicial Council should make every reasonable construction
While feelings are mixed about the various Judicial Council
tee that voted to compel Bledsoe’s retirement.
of provisions passed by the General Conference to save the
rulings in 2012, just about everyone agrees The United Meth“The most important changes in our denomination will not
legislation from unconstitutionality.”
odist Church needs reforms. The church is growing worldwide
result from legislative action,” she said. “The important emphaFrank, however, said the rulings on general church structure
but for decades has experienced declining numbers in The
sis that has been affirmed by General Conference on creating
and security of appointment were “right on the mark.” He atUnited States.
vital congregations gives me hope. I’m sensing a groundswell
tended the 2012 General Conference as an observer.
Garlinda Burton, the outgoing top executive of the United
from the grass roots of doing church and being church in a
“If people want The United Methodist Church to have some
Methodist Commission on the Status and Role of Women, was
relevant way for the 21st century.”
other kind of system, then amend the constitution — don’t
a critic of all the restructuring plans. But she, too, sees a need
*Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News Service.
blame the Council charged with upholding the constitution we for agencies and other church bodies to change. Her agency
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Heights Christ UMC launched a new site in Millstadt in September. Springfield Kumler UMC is working toward launching
worship on North Grand Avenue in Springfield at the Kumler
Outreach Ministries site in the former Trinity UMC building.
Also, Jennie Edwards-Bertrand is working with recent college
graduates, most of whom participated in the Wesley Foundation at Illinois State University, to start a new congregation in
the Bloomington-Normal area.
IGRC also hosted the North Central Jurisdiction Church Planters’ Boot Camp May 14-17 for the fourth consecutive year and
plans are being made to host again in 2013 on April 30-May 2.
The Fruitful Congregations Process (FCP)continues to expand.
In all, 53 IGRC churches from all 10 districts have become
engaged in the 2 ½ year process. One church requested and
has completed the on-site consultation of the FCP. A new FCP
begins April 5-6, 2013, hosted by the Embarras River District.
Congregational Ministry Assistant Cam McKinney has piloted
a new planning process for small churches. One church is
implementing their new ministry plan and others are in conversation about starting the process in 2013.

Prison ministry

As part of its Deeper Still series, the New Streams Team hosted
Breaking the Power of Canceled Sin: Experiencing the Scriptures and Ministry with the Imprisoned March 9-10 at Decatur
Grace UMC.
Retired Bishops Kenneth Carder and Richard Wilke were two of
the keynote speakers for the event, along with Mark Hicks, executive of the North Carolina-based Bible Outreach Ministries
which has worked with United Methodist Men organizations
to bring Disciple Bible Study into prisons.
When church planters look at the best place to plant a ministry, they often look to the places where there is high growth,
reasoning that it provides the best mission field. Over the
past 30 years, the population in Illinois prisons has gone from
12,102 to 48,978. The current population is 150 percent of the
combined designed capacity of the 27 Illinois state prisons.
Work is underway to establish a joint ministry with the Northern Illinois Conference aimed at establishing a state affiliate
of Disciple Bible Outreach Ministries that will enable Disciple
Bible Study to be used in the state’s prison.

E-3 evangelism events

Nearly 300 participants took part in one of five E-3 evanthe year in review

gelism training events held in November, sponsored by the
Cabinet, the Equipping and Connecting Team and the Reuben
Job Center for Leadership Development at Dakota Wesleyan
University.
The training was aimed at developing a culture of invitation
and discipling within the local church. This involves a two-step
approach about getting people on mission, including moving
from a preference-driven model to a mission-driven model
and then utilizing the power of “testimony” to help people
find their voice to share their faith and disciple others.
A follow-up event is being planned for those who attended
one of the five events.

Other items of note

In addition to the Top 10 stories, there were several items of
note:
• Kara Johansen Crawford, a mission intern with the
General Board of Global Ministries, was featured in
Encuentro magazine, a publication of CEPALC (Centro
Popular para America Latina de Comunicacion), the
agency to which she is serving her internship.
• The Commission on Status and Role of Women hosted a
March 9 sexual ethics webinar, Many Gifts, One Spirit:
Healhty Relationships for a Fully Inclusive Church. The
webinar was streamed live from the conference center
with persons invited to pose questions to the speakers
via email. Speakers included: Sara Isbell, pastor of
Chatham UMC; Donna Rogers, a human resources
management specialist at the University of IllinoisSpringfield; and Judy Frymark, claims specialist for
Church Mutual Insurance Co. IGRC COSROW member
Eda Hackmann facilitated the three presentations.
• Rev. Edzaire Paul itinerated in the IGRC in February and
March, telling the story of the Alain Rocourt Endowment
Fund and how it has impacted schools in Haiti. While
here, Paul was presented with a $20,000 check from the
IGRC collected for the endowment.
• Two persons were conferred bachelor’s degrees in
theology from the extension program of Seminario
Metodista Juan Wesley based in Monterrey, Mexico. Rev.
Hiram Gonzalez, pastor of Dogwood Prairie UMC in the
Embarras River District, and Hector Uribe, a lay speaker
from Jesus es el Senor UMC, Cache River District, were
granted degrees Jan. 22 in a ceremony in Cobden. The

program receives funds from the NCJ Hispanic Center
and the IGRC Hispanic Ministries and Congregational
Development.
• After 86 years, Holden Center at the United Methodist
Village in Lawrenceville closed its doors. The closing in
late January was the oldest section of the Lawrenceville
campus. On Oct. 1, the UM Village welcome a new CEO,
Robert Benson of Mason, Ohio.
• IGRC local pastor Mike Rayson preached the Good
Friday service at Westminster Abbey in London.
• Spoon River District Superintendent Rev. Janice Griffith
was named Assistant to the Bishop following the
retirement announcement of John Hartleroad. Rev.
Sylvester Weatherall was named District Superintendent
of the Spoon River District, succeeding Griffith.
• General Conference delegates approved petitions
dealing with the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, but rejects
a move to divest from three companies by a 2 to 1
margin. One of the companies targeted was Peoriabased Caterpillar Corporation. While divestment was not
ruled out, it left the decision to the General Board of
Pensions and Health Benefits, as has been historically
done.
• Summer was filled with learning opportunities, as the
Cabinet hosted Building a Terrific Team: Staff Ministry
in the Large Church; Leading a Church Staff: Basic Tools
for Effective Lead Pastors; and Mastering the Middle:
Ministry in a Mid-Sized Church. The Parish Nurses held
its fourth annual Parish Nurse Retreat in August,
focusing on Emotional and Spiritual Care for Disaster
Victims; Disability Awareness; Balance and Mobility in
Older Adults; and Complementary/Alternative Medicine
(CAM) in Parish Nurse Practice.
• The Conference Commission on Archives and History
began a record digitization project with Ancestry.com,
digitizing 400 membership registers of closed churches
spanning 20,000 pages and transferring those images to
be indexed and loaded to the Ancestry.com website.
Once completed, IGRC will have free access to the
material which will enable quick searches of baptismal
and membership records without having to pull the
actual membership book.
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Schnase to speak
at Voigt Lectures
LEBANON – Bishop
Robert Schnase,
episcopal leader of
the Missouri Area and
author of the Five Fruitful Practices of Faithful
Congregations, will be
the speaker at the 2013
Voigt Lecture Series
luncheon and preaching event Jan. 24 at
McKendree University.
Schnase will be participating in a luncheon and presentation at the
Hett from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. , and be speaking
about his newest book, Remember the Future:
Praying for the Church and Change. Later that
day, he will be the keynote preacher for our
Martin Luther King, Jr. Chapel Service in Bothwell Chapel at 4 p.m.
Registration fee for lunch and the afternoon
presentation is $10. For more information, contact Chaplain Tim Harrison at 618-537-6962 or
by email btharris@mckendree.edu.

Witherington to speak at
Covenant Keepers 2013
SPRINGFIELD -- Bible
scholar Ben Witherington will be the keynote
speaker for Covenant
Keepers 2013 Jan. 28-29,
at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel in Springfield.
Registration is open for
Covenant Keepers 2013,
at www.igrc.org/CK2013.
This year's theme is Forever, based upon the
Chris Tomlin song. Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
will speak in the event's fourth session and the
Rivers of Life Clergy Band will lead worship.
Witherington is Amos Professor of New Testament for Doctoral Studies at Asbury Theological Seminary and on the doctoral faculty at St.
Andrews University in Scotland. A graduate
of UNC, Chapel Hill, he went on to receive the
M.Div. degree from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and a Ph.D. from the University of
Durham in England. He is now considered one
of the top evangelical scholars in the world, and
is an elected member of the prestigious SNTS, a
society dedicated to New Testament studies.
Witherington has also taught at Ashland Theological Seminary, Vanderbilt University, Duke
Divinity School and Gordon-Conwell. A popular
lecturer, Witherington has presented seminars
for churches, colleges and biblical meetings not
only in the United States but also in England,
Estonia, Russia, Europe, South Africa, Zimbabwe
and Australia. He has also led tours to Italy,
Greece, Turkey, Israel, Jordan, and Egypt.
Witherington has written more than 40 books,
including The Jesus Quest and The Paul Quest,
both of which were selected as top biblical
studies works by Christianity Today. He also
writes for many church and scholarly publications, and is a frequent contributor to the
Patheos website.
Along with many interviews on radio networks
across the country, Witherington has been
seen on the History Channel, NBC, ABC, CBS,
CNN, The Discovery Channel, A&E, and the PAX
Network.
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Tears and comfort in Newtown

A UMNS Report, by the Rev. Arthur McClanahan*
It was supposed to be Christmas Pageant Sunday at Newtown United Methodist Church. The joy candle was to be lit
on the Advent wreath. Christmas caroling was to take place
after the second service.
Instead, it was a time to weep, a time to mourn.
Two 7-year-olds from the congregation were among the
20 children and six adults who were killed two days earlier,
A memorial of candles, flowers, stuffed animals and cards for the 20 children and six adults who died at the Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Conn., Dec. 14 rests beneath a Christmas tree in Newtown. A UMNS photo by Arthur McClanahan.

Dec. 14, in the shooting rampage at Sandy Hook Elementary
School.
A 20-year-old had visited unspeakable horror on a school, a
community and a group of families that had sent their happy
youngsters off to another day at a school with a committed
staff of teachers and administrators.
First responders were called from their “day jobs” to rush
into a rescue situation that left them with lasting traumatic
images. Law enforcement — local, state and federal — were
frantically summoned to secure the school and begin the
painstaking process of putting together the pieces to determine what happened and to try to provide answers to the
inevitable question of “why.”

Everything changed

After the events of Friday morning, almost nothing seemed
right with the world.
The Rev. Mel Kawakami, the senior pastor at Newtown, had
to prepare a sermon on Saturday night, a sermon he did not
anticipate writing.
On Sunday morning, Jay and Jeff stood outside the church
in the gray, drizzly weather, welcoming guests and keeping a
wary eye on the media barrage that continued to sweep down
the narrow street in front of the church. They were keeping the
parking lot open for worshippers rather than the TV microwave trucks. They hadn’t imagined that they, and their friend
Don, would be out in the cold all morning long.
Karen, a member of the congregation, said she appreciated
“the caring commitment of the congregation,” something she
had experienced during her husband’s recent illness, but she
hadn’t imagined that people would be clinging to each other
for reasons beyond the friendliness and spirit of the season.
Bishop Martin McLee, the New York Annual (regional)
Conference’s new resident bishop, had made other commitments for Sunday, as had his cousin, who also changed his
plans and drove the bishop the two hours north to Newtown,
the usually quiet, Norman Rockwell-like country village with a
creek that gurgles through the main part of town.

A sanctuary overflowing

The sanctuary of Newtown United Methodist Church is
historic with narrow pews like the colonial era.
On Sunday, Dec. 16, the sanctuary’s first floor and balcony
quickly filled to capacity for the 8 a.m. service and was well
beyond overflowing, with people standing in the vestibule,
during the 10 a.m. service. McLee; Kawakami; the Rev. Jane
Sibley, the minister of visitation and spiritual growth; and the
Rev. E. Sue Klein, a deacon, entered the front of the chancel
in silence, mirroring the quietness of the congregation as it
gathered.
Flowers — sent by people from around the world — framed
the cross. The altar had 28 small candles burning, something
Kawakami noted as he prayed. “We remember the 20 children,
the six adults, the mother of the assailant, and yes, even the
shooter himself. We commend them all to you, Lord.”
McLee said that messages of care and love “have been
received from across the world, from Zimbabwe and nearer.
Many are connected in our pain. We are not alone. In the
midst of our pain we are not alone! And we give thanks that
God is our Comforter…and we say, Amen.”
Together the congregation declared, “We call to you, O Holy
One. In our trials, Lord, walk with us. When our hearts are
almost breaking and our hearts are bent in sorrow, Jesus, our
Savior, walk with us.”
“In the midst of terror we come to you for comfort,”
Kawakami observed in the pastoral prayer. “We pray for

students, parents, teachers, first responders. We pray for students who were able to escape and teachers who able to keep
students safe. We pray for this journey, for openness to receive
the compassion of others, and in that, begin to know and live
with forgiveness.”

Waves of emotion

A grandfather constantly dabbed his eyes with his handkerchief. A young mother clung to her babe-in-arms as tears
rolled down her cheek. Two teenaged girls nestled into their
father’s arms. A mother leaned into her elementary schoolaged son and put her hands on his shoulders as he sat in the
pew directly in front of her. The acolytes had reddened eyes as
they walked back from the altar after lighting the altar candles.
“I awoke with joy on Friday,” Kawakami said. “I enjoyed the
sunshine, a good report after a doctor’s visit, a wonderful day.
But then, at 10:30, I learned the unimaginable news. ‘It can’t
be’ I thought. I was stunned. Everyone around me was speechless.
“Thinking about today I have to ask, ‘Where is the joy,
God?’ But, just now, this is a time of tears. The Bible is filled
with tears, wailing and loud lamentations. I think of Rachel
who refused to be consoled for her children who were no
more. There are tears for children who endure sickness, suffer
through wars, experience the pains of hunger.
“And there are tears because we have love, empathy, compassion, caring. We have this blessing and thus we are touched
with the pain of this tragedy. My tears are still flowing and my
heart is still broken.”

Kawakami spoke of forgiveness.

“In 2006, a gunman killed 10 children in the one-room
Amish schoolhouse in Nickel Mines, Pa. That community immediately went to his home and offered their forgiveness to his
wife and his children…they offered what their faith told them
to do,” he said.
“I am not sure that I am there yet, but with the love of those
who came to our sanctuary, people who came to share love,
maybe we can move in that direction…and maybe we can hear
Jesus say, ‘Don’t be afraid,’” Kawakami said.
He invited the congregation to “turn to action, to shout out
in outrage to evil that’s in contradiction to the life-giving love
of God. In moments like this we can turn to one another, turn
to God, turn to the Child who came to lead us, Emmanuel,
who came to remind us, ‘Do not be afraid.’”
“Turn to God,” he concluded, “God who turned into our
world to lead us to a way of love.”

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Entire families, from the oldest adult to the youngest child,
were crying as they returned to their seats after receiving the
gifts of bread and cup. When they settled back into their pews
many, across family and group lines, held on to each other and
sobbed.
In his benediction, McLee encouraged the congregation to
“be drawn into the love of God.” He asked people to “reach out
in love and hold the hand of someone near you.”
McLee started to sing Mark Miller’s “Draw the Circle Wider.”
“Draw the circle, draw the circle wider. No one stands alone;
we’ll stand side by side. Draw the circle, draw the circle wider.
“My hope,” he said, is that “the people of the Newtown community, and beyond will be drawn into the tender, compassionate, comforting love of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord.”
*McClanahan, the director of communications for the Iowa Annual Conference, was in Connecticut at the time of the shooting and wrote this story on
assignment for United Methodist News Service.
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