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Appointments
Correction

Deaths

Dennis Hutchison, discontinued as a local pastor, effective April 30.

Walter Johansen, father of Rev. Patty Johansen and
father-in-law of Rev. Mike Crawford, died May 19 in
Iowa City, Iowa. Mr. Johansen was a former lay member to Annual Conference from Urbana First UMC before retirement in 1995 when he relocated to Iowa.
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to Rev. Patty
Johansen and Rev. Mike Crawford, 308 E. Sale St.,
Tuscola, IL 61953-1442.
Amer Shay, a former lay member to annual conference from the Cornell UMC, died May 16. Mr. Shay
served on various committees in the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference and directed directed work camps
at The Baby Fold and East Bay Camp. He was also the
father-in-law of Sandy Shay, who serves as administrative assistant in the Vermilion River District Office
in Pontiac. Expressions of sympathy may be sent to
his wife, Beulah Shay, 12624 E 2200 North Rd., Pontiac, IL 61764.

IGRC passes the 80 percent mark
on Imagine No Malaria goal
Dear Friends in Christ Jesus:
It has been two years since I invited you to join an awesome movement and put your shoulder to the wheel to
raise $2.3 million for Imagine No Malaria. Work began in
earnest in late fall 2010. You have responded in the most
inspiring of ways.
Congregational pledges, lemonade stands, car washes,
offerings, dinners, pillows, embroidery, music, golf outings, personal gifts, endowment gifts and at least a dozen
more means have been used to close in on the goal. As of
this writing, we have raised in cash and pledges $1,885,000.
More comes in every week. We have now crossed over the
80 percent mark toward our goal. We are too close not to
finish.
As a now deceased gospel music artist used to croon,
“I’m too close to turn around.”
We are too close to stop.

Your gifts have already made a difference in real time
in claiming a future without deaths due to malaria. When
we started we used to say “every 30 seconds a child dies of
malaria.” Your vision, generosity and sacrifice joined with
that of others has forced a revision that goes like this: “every 60 seconds a child dies of malaria.” You have moved
the clock and that 30 second difference represents tens of
thousands of lives. Thank you.
In just a few days, by God’s grace, I will greet many
of you face to face in Peoria and I look forward to giving
you the most up to date report possible on our continued
progress toward the goal.
Let’s cross the goal line together.
Yours in Christ,
Gregory Vaughn Palmer

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
CHURCH AND COMMUNITY
RELATIONS SPECIALIST
Are you a passionate speaker who is able to inspire an
audience to make a difference in the lives of others? Cunningham Children’s Home in Urbana, IL seeks a full-time
Church and Community Relations Specialist to develop
and implement strategic public relations activities and
events. The candidate will speak publicly about Cunningham, conduct campus tours, and build strong relationships with various publics, including the UMW, the
IGRC, and the community to support the fundraising
and advancement goals of the organization.
Excellent career opportunity for a dedicated team player
with strong oral and written communication skills who
is effective in motivating groups and individuals. Four
years of experience in Public Relations, Communications, or Fundraising required. Bachelor’s Degree in Public Relations, Marketing, Communications, Journalism or
related area required. Masters Degree preferred. Must
have strong knowledge of MicrosoftOffice. Experience
with social media, web site maintenance, and desk top
publishing (Adobe CS5) preferred. Knowledge of the
structure and practices of the UMW and UMC preferred.

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer sizes up a shot during the Outing as he offered his putting prowess to all of the foursomes on the 18th green, providing a fifth putt for each participating team. Photos by Paul Black

Must possess a valid Illinois driver’s license and proof of
auto insurance. Pre-employment drug screen and background check required. For consideration, apply by June
15, 2012 online at www.cunninghamhome.org
Cunningham is an Equal Opportunity
Employer and we value diversity.
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The foursome of Kip Shelby, Tom McClusky, Jay Halloman and Rob Harmon are pictured with Bishop Palmer on the 18th green at the Bishops’
Open for Imagine No Malaria May 18. The foursome carded a 12 under par 60 to win the first Bishops’ Open.
news from the episcopal office

In preparation for the 2012 Annual Conference, The Current will be offering stories on those that will be retiring from active ministry this year. To date, 25 pastors with a combined 612 ¾ years of service, have announced their retirements.
See the full list of pastors that comprise the retiring class of 2012 on page 8.

retiree
CLASS OF 2012

Hartleroad: A grace-filled journey in ministry

• Pamela S. Bradford, 8 years

By Paul Black

• Marilyn Brewer, 25 years

SPRINGFIELD – When John
Hartleroad talks about his call to ministry, he still has a sense of wonder and
awe.
“As I look back on my ministry, I
am most stunned that God would even
call me on someone like myself that was flawed as a 20-yearold young person and as flawed as I am as a 64-year-old person ,” he said. “It rather amazes me how that happened and
how quickly time has passed.”
Hartleroad, who currently serves as Executive Assistant
to Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, will retire July 1, having served
40 years of ministry.
“I feel I have been blessed to serve churches in five communities throughout my ministry and also these last 11 years
as a member of the Cabinet in close proximity with two bishops, all of whom have taught me what it means to love God,
to serve God and be a learner ,” he said.
While much of these last 11 years have been spent “putting out fires” and “dealing with the flaws of the church,”
Hartleroad said his years of service has deepened his love for
Christ and the church.
Starting at a church camp experience where he experienced forgiveness and grace, Hartleroad said he has tried to
live that out in his ministry. “I haven’t always done that well,”
Hartleroad said. “There are times that I have been less than
grace-filled but that is what I have always strived to do and
be.”
One of the pieces he gives to those beginning their ministry is, “go to a lot less meetings.”
“For me, the essence of ministry is about relationships,”
Hartleroad said. “It was a dear youth leader who first planted
the seed with me as a high school junior about going into the
ministry. I had planned to be an engineer, which university I

was going to attend and even started attending. But God had
other plans as God often does whether we are mid-career or
young when God selects us and moves us to respond in another way that will be remarkable.”
As a result, he advises that those preparing for ministry,
should “study more and pray…and pray…and pray some
more.” “We are led a lot by God’s goodness and grace and
the only way we are able to do anything is through prayer,”
he noted.
He also encouraged those starting out not to neglect visiting the saints, the sick, the vulnerable and those who are
grieving.
“Funerals are the place where I see some of the most
significant ministry being done and to be able to share with
those that are grieving what it means to be loved by God, to
be forgiven and to be able to rehearse the Easter message over
and over again,” he said. “The relationships where we care for
people in their time of need are certainly going to be rewarding. They were for me and I will cherish those relationships.”
Hartleroad was elected a probationary member in the
former Southern Illinois Conference in 1972. He became
an elder in full connection in 1978. During his ministry, he
served the following pastorates: associate pastor at Effingham
Centenary UMC; Kinmundy First-Wesley; Benton First;
Murphysboro; Metropolis; five years as Spoon River District
Superintendent and six years as Executive Assistant to the
Bishop.
The Hartleroads have purchased a home in Brentwood,
Tenn., where they will live in retirement. The choice was
made because “the smartest, prettiest little girl in Nashville
lives there and calls me Grandpa.” He has been asked to join a
church staff and will have time to pursue his passion of photography.

Hartman: Bloom where you are planted
By Paul Black
GILMAN – Steve Hartman looks
back on his nearly 24 years of ministry
and sees where there have been challenges but with each challenge, there
have been rewards.
“Several of the churches that I have
had the privilege to serve were in the midst of serious conflict and it was a challenge to see if I could love, heal and
nurture those churches back to health and back toward being
in full-time ministry,” Hartman said. “Forgiving, healing and
moving past conflict has been my ministry’s focus.”
In the midst of his ministry, Hartman points to the role
of mentoring and serving on district committees on ministry
as two of the greatest joys. “What I see coming into ministry
these last five to 10 years gives me hope for our denomination and the future of ministry in general. I see great things
coming from the younger men and women with whom
I have come into contact and my advice is simply: Bloom

where you are planted and get into a covenant group where
you feel supported, encouraged but also challenged.”
In retirement, Hartman and his wife are going to live
in Andover, where they have been renovating the former
Andover UMC, which closed several years ago. Hartman’s
daughter and family have lived in the former church building since 2008 and have begun much of the remodeling.
“My wife Judy and I have talked for a number of years
about keeping a light on in at least one of these former Methodist churches that are now closed,” Hartman said.
But Hartman also plans to continue ministering focusing
his attention on green and indigent funerals.
“In Iroquois County, where we have lived for the past five
years, there are around 40 indigent funerals each year where
the family can’t afford to pay for any part of a funeral,” Hartman noted. “I want to see what I can do to help make funerals and burials as dignified as possible for these families.”
In fact, Hartman recalls his first funeral which was for
the town drunk.

• Tommy Brewer, 32 years
• Terry C. Edele, 40 years
• Robert B. Einhouse, Jr., 27 years
• John M. Eisfelder, 19 years
• H. Suzanne Geer, 16 years
• John R. Hartleroad, Jr., 40 years
• Steven G. Hartman, 23 ½ years
• Pat Hutton, 12 years
• Stephen E. Killion, 8 ½ years
• Danny A. Lybarger, 43 years
• Richard Miles, 17 ¼ years
• William D. Minor, 31 ¼ years
• Larry E. Patton, 13 years
• G. Michael Pennell, 37 years
• Jimmy Lee Poole, 28 years
• Paul H. Prater, 32 years
• William S. Renner, 19 years
• R. David Reynolds, 41 years
• John E. Sims, 40 years
• John M. Swank, 16 ¾ years
• Paul H. Walles, 31 years
• James W. Whitaker, 4 years
• Nancy E. Wood, 8 years

“I was just being introduced to the pastor-parish committee of the church, had just made the decision to enter the
ministry and this lady grabbed me by the hand and said, ‘you
have a funeral,’” Hartman recalled. “I didn’t know what to do.
I was frozen. So I called my spiritual mentor, he walked me
through giving me a menu of options. Although he was the
town drunk, I also found out he was a fisherman and so I
centered my message on that theme.”
Halfway through the funeral, the power went out and the
deceased man’s family had a country band that was playing
How Great Thou Art, and when they came upon “I hear the
awesome thunder,” it was punctuated by a loud clap of thunder outside. “It was God’s timing,” Hartman said. “When the
power went out, it was the most beautiful acapella singing
you ever heard and the town drunk probably got the best
funeral I ever conducted.”
Hartman became a probationary member in 1998 and a
full member in 2000. His full-time appointments included
Hooppole Zion; Normal Morningstar; Galesburg Emmanuel
and Gilman-Ashkum.

Renner: Being a veterinarian for God
By Paul Black
QUINCY – For William Renner,
ministry is being a veterinarian for
God.
“A lot of people can be a veterinarian, but when a dog comes in wounded
and hurt, and you are trying to help it,
and it bites you, now you will find out if you are veterinarian
at heart that loves animals,” Renner said. “Of course, we’re
not talking about dogs but about people, but they come in
hurt and they bite and your ability to ignore that and love
them anyway determines what you are about.”
Renner is retiring after 19 years of active ministry. He
began as a full-time local pastor in 1996 and became an associate member in 2001.
Renner said his call to ministry came at a time when he
had intended to have a career in the military. “I had seven
events & announcments: retirees

years in the military at that time and with much fear and
trepidation,” he recalled. “To tell you the truth, I knew so
little about the scripture in my first church, I think everyone
else knew more than I did.”
An elderly minister, who had just pastored at the church,
remained at the church when Renner came and Renner said
“he got to be St. Paul and I got to be Timothy,” noting that his
presence and guidance provided a solid footing that would
help ground him for future ministry.
Education was also a challenge for Renner. “I just couldn’t
imagine God calling me to a career where I would be a student all my life,” he said. “So I decided I would do home
study, but after two years of trying to get the work done, I
realized that wasn’t possible. So I packed up and headed to
Colorado for seminary. And where I used to struggle, suddenly I was making A’s and B’s.”

One of the early mistakes Renner said he made was
judging whether he had a “good” week or “bad” week by the
numbers he put on the board (in worship attendance).
“The military always judged you on what you and your
men did and I transferred that over into the ministry,” he
said. “It took me 20 years to realize how unhealthy that approach is.”
In retrospect, Renner said the one thing that persons in
the ministry are not told but what is at the heart is giving
yourself away. “You think it’s going to be applauded but it
isn’t always applauded or wanted by those who receive it,” he
said. “But life is good and much of that has to do with being
a part of The United Methodist Church.”
Renner’s appointments in the IGRC include KirkwoodSmithshire-Little York; El Paso; and Quincy Melrose Chapel.

SEE MORE RETIREES ON PG. 12
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Being a page at
General Conference
Editor, The Current:
Every General Conference begins with the Wesley
hymn, And Are We Yet Alive? This hymn could also have
been sung by those who served as pages and marshals at
the end of two exhausting but exhilarating weeks at General Conference. This was my first experience serving as a
page so I did not know what to expect. Expectations and
time involvement were great. From passing out materials
for delegates at 7 a.m., counting votes in committees to
taking messages to bishops, our day was full.
There were 135 pages and marshals divided into two
teams. I made many great friends from serving with other
pastors and laity on my team. From the two weeks of General Conference, I made friends from all over the world in
time spent working and fellowshipping at meals. During
those two weeks, my team and leaders became my family.
As a page I also could observe our denomination at
work. There were moments of pride and sadness. It seems
like our United Methodist Church is very much the same
as the world we live in -- divided between conservative
and liberal with very little desire for compromise. On
the other hand, I also observed and heard about a United
Methodist Church that is still making a difference in our
world and is growing in membership in many parts of the
world. I also observed the kindness, respect and love that
all the participants showed to the Tampa area. The van
driver from my hotel noted how different, in a positive
way, the United Methodists were than many other convention participants who come to their city.
In closing, the music and worship were awesome, and
the words of gratitude for the pages and marshals from the
delegates and bishops were much appreciated. I was asked
if I would do this job again in Portland in four years and
without hesitation I said yes!
Rev. Ted Hartley, Pastor, Johnston City-Stiritz UMC’s
Cache River District

Church bell needed for
congregation in India
Editor, The Current:
Greetings from Arizona! For the last several years I
have been visiting India yearly. During this time I have
been very busy in preaching, ministry with women and
involvement in other activities in the local church, which
happens to be my home church. But these people look at
me as their missionary. This is a small town, but the church
there is growing very fast in numbers and the spirituality.
As a result the Church building where they meet is very
small for their current needs and so they are extending the
current building. The work is almost complete.
However, they need a most important tool of evangelism to complete that building which is a church bell.
A majority of people depend on the church bell to go
to church on Sunday morning. Also, it helps a pastor to
start the worship service on time. The church bells also
are used to announce when there is a death in the church
family. Thus, the Church bell is a very important instrument of this growing ministry.
They wrote me just recently that they have been looking for that kind of bells but are not made in India. There
are other kinds of bells which are used in the temples. But
they are very different from our regular Church bell we
have in the United States. Our bells here can be heard a
long distance from the church.
This is where I need your help. Is there any small
church in our Conference which was closed and has a bell
who can donate to the Church in India?
Margaret Misal, Retired IGRC clergy
P.S. I will deeply appreciate your help. The people in
Church in India will be eternally grateful for providing the
tool to spread the Gospel. Please pray for them.
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Itineracy: Practicing what we sing
By Rev. Dr. Terry Harter, Sangamon River District Superintendent
Later this month, I will observe the
42nd anniversary of my ordination as a
deacon. And since that day, I have not chosen any of my appointments. Each of them
came as a surprise to me, approached with a mixture of eager
anticipation and sheer terror. Over the years, when I became
worn out, tired, depressed, or disgruntled I frequently applied
for teaching or administrative positions for which I thought I
was far better suited (translation “get me out of here!”). However, I was always the number two choice for professorships of
Christian Education or Field Education at two of our seminaries, and my desires and dreams didn’t materialize. Thank God.
It took me a long time to realize that I was engaged in exactly
what God had in “mind” for the church and for me. I was trying to lead the Spirit of God, while God was waiting for me to
be led elsewhere by the Spirit.
Those who know me well wonder what the Spirit was doing at my appointment as a district superintendent. Me, too.
This is a ministry of service to which no reasonable woman or
man aspires. I can witness that it is not exactly what we imagine when we view it from “the outside.” I was looking toward
retirement this summer, but the Spirit was leading me elsewhere.
At this time of year “The Spirit is leading me elsewhere”
has great significance for both United Methodist clergy and
lay persons. When either the anticipated or unexpected phone
call comes from the district superintendent, clergy size up the
appointment. If clergy are pleased with the church to which
they are appointed, they’ll usually acknowledge that the Holy
Spirit is leading them elsewhere. However, if the appointment
does not honor their expectations for salary, status, or location, clergy may well ask the question, “Is the Holy Spirit leading me elsewhere, or is it just the Bishop and cabinet?”
It’s in our human nature for clergy to follow the way of
the world rather than the Spirit. As our skills and effectiveness grow, we become confident that recognition and reward
will follow, just like in other professions. We desire larger and
more prestigious appointments. We yearn for more salary and
recognition. We want to receive what we deserve.
For many years effective clergy could expect to climb the
“ladder,” with each succeeding appointment bigger and better
than the last. But the ladder has been sagging for the past few
years and is now horizontal or even turning upside down.
Since the recession of 2008, more and more churches are
unable to afford the compensation package for an elder or even
support a full-time pastor. For the most part, salaries are not
going up anymore. In addition, in many areas of the United
States there are far fewer large churches today than 10 or even
5 years ago. “Going to a larger church” now means, more than
ever, growing the church we’re in! The truth is that Spirit will
lead us elsewhere, but it may very well not be where we want
to go, even if we have a great track record.
The flip side of our current appointment reality is our reluctance to acknowledge that United Methodism has a “sent
ministry,” not a “called” ministry. Just as Jesus chose and then
sent the disciples out in ministry, so United Methodist clergy

are sent out not for our own convenience or comfort but to accomplish the mission of the church. We promise to go where
we are sent rather than where we think we are called. I’m under no illusion that the Cabinet always makes perfect appointments. But if a church is not the “size” we think we deserve,
do we automatically discount the possibility that the Spirit is
working?
The trade-off has always been that elders would be “guaranteed” an appointment. (Although, I think the word ‘guarantee’ is not in the Discipline). The report of the Commission for
the Study of Ministry said that security of appointment “limits
the ability of the church to respond to the primacy of missional needs.” The petition passed at General Conference has
modified the appointment process by allowing for less than
full-time appointments for elders and creating a transitional
leave status for elders who do not receive an appointment. This
action by the General Conference simply reinforces the fact
clergy no longer have a ladder where each rung will go higher,
higher. It will be a true test of our mettle and faith.
Ministry is ultimately not about our wants and desires. My
42 years of service evidence that reality. Nor is it about advancement or job security. Ministry is about bringing in God’s
kingdom on this earth. It’s about feeding the sheep and growing the church wherever we are appointed. Ministry is about
giving ourselves away by sharing grace, salvation, shalom, and
social and personal holiness. It’s about practicing what we sing:
• ”Trust and obey for there is no other way”
• ”Where He leads me I will follow; I’ll go with
Him all the way”
• ”Take up Thy cross if thou wouldst my disciple be;
... for only those who bear the cross may hope to wear the
glorious crown”
• ”Soar we now where Christ has led, following our
exalted head; Made like him, like him we rise, Ours the
cross, the grave, the skies”
The Spirit is constantly leading us elsewhere, whether we
are clergy, laity, local churches, or a denomination. The Spirit
leads us to fish on the other side. The Spirit leads us to change
our mindset about what “success” means for a disciple of Jesus
Christ. The Spirit leads us to creatively and expectantly go. The
Spirit leads us to a radical trust in a God who lovingly shapes
and molds our resistance into joyful obedience and sanctification.
When the Spirit leads us elsewhere, will we say, “The system failed me,” or will we joyfully affirm, “God has never failed
me yet.” Will we bemoan our fate, or will we confess with confidence, “Lord, we are able; our spirits are Thine; remold them,
make us, like thee, divine.” Will we fold up our tents and curse
God, or will we pitch our tents wherever the Spirit leads and
bear fruit for the kingdom of God? Will the charge to which
we’re sent be an affront to our self-understanding, or will we
see our appointment as a sacred charge to keep, knowing and
believing that we are sent as a blessing to fulfill God’s purposes? The Spirit is leading me elsewhere.
Where is the Spirit leading you? 

The rising global middle class:
How will it affect The United Methodist Church?
By Larry Hollon
A few years ago at a worship conference in Seoul, I watched
a group of young Koreans perform street dances more typical
of the South Bronx than South Korea. Ball caps sat crosswise
on young men’s heads and their pants precariously hugged
their hips. Young women wore brand-name jeans and designer
tops known the world over. They might have been from any
urban neighborhood in the United States or China, Brazil or
the Philippines.
A rising global middle class is emerging, not only in the
BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India and China) countries but in parts
of Africa as well. I’ve been thinking about this as I reflect on the
recent General Conference of The United Methodist Church.
United Methodists are members of this global middle class,
and I’m wondering how this will affect the church in the future.
According to Brink Lindsay of the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, the rising global middle class is shifting the
economic and political center of gravity eastward and southward, from North America and Europe toward Africa, Latin
America and Asia. It’s also leading sweeping cultural change.
The 2012 General Conference saw a similar shift with increasing numbers from outside the United States.
Formal education levels are rising around the world in response to a growing need for knowledge workers. Billions of
people are moving from meeting basic survival needs to a more

affluent lifestyle. It’s estimated that by 2022 those living in poverty will be a minority.

A new generation of leaders

Most delegates to General Conference are white-collar professionals, fulltime church workers and clergy. They have the
wherewithal to devote 10 days to the work of the church in an
international setting. Assuredly, many make sacrifices–using
vacation time, for example, as well as supplementing their allowances for lodging and food. But the ability to do this speaks
of a level of autonomy and position worth noting.
Lindsay writes that “the explosive growth of choices and
capabilities is ushering in a fundamental reorientation of culture: away from subservience to age-old tradition and established authority, and toward a new ethos of autonomy and selfrealization.”
In addition, a generation of young, educated and technically savvy leaders is rising. These young leaders will reshape the
church and take it in new directions. They reside in the North
and the South; they are more globally aware, multicultural and
diverse than previous generations.
“These young leaders will reshape the church and take it in
new directions.”
This is already occurring. In hallway conversations, I heard
continued on pg. 15, see Global
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Annual Conference to focus on risk-taking mission
By Paul Black

PEORIA – The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The
United Methodist Church will be meeting in Peoria for
the 11th consecutive year June 6-9. The Peoria Civic Center will serve as the conference’s central location for the
more than 2,400 expected to attend.
The theme of the conference is Risk-Taking Mission.
Rev. Jorge Acevedo, pastor of Grace Church, a multisite United Methodist congregation in Cape Coral, Fla.,
will be the conference speaker on both Thursday and
Friday mornings. When he began his ministry at Grace
Church, 400 people attended weekly services. Now more
than 2,600 attend each week and the congregation is busily growing the North Fort Myers campus and a new
storefront location. Inner transformation, which led to an
outer transformation, is cited as the catalyst for growth at
Grace Church. Rev. Acevedo states, “There are thousands
of people whose lives have been radically transformed by
the grace of Jesus through the ministry of Grace Church.”
He credits the people of the church with the turnaround
saying that they listened to what God asked them to do
and then just did it.”
Bishop Janice Riggle Huie, bishop of the Texas Annual
Conference, will be preaching Friday’s Ordination service
in which one elder and two deacons will be ordained and
one provisional member will be commissioned.
The conference has planned an all-conference dinner Thursday evening which will be a celebration of the
conference’s risk-taking ministry through its health and
welfare ministries as well as a celebration of its partnership in a global health initiative, Imagine No Malaria,
in which The United Methodist Church and its partners
have pledged to eradicate malaria deaths from the globe
by the year 2015. Within the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Gregory V. Palmer has announced that nearly $1.9 million, or 80 percent of a $2.3 million goal set in
2010 has been raised as part of the conference’s three-year
campaign. Shannon Trilli, director of global health initiatives for Imagine No Malaria, will be the banquet keynote
speaker.
The 2012 conference will be the fourth for Palmer as
presiding bishop of the Illinois Area. Palmer was assigned
to the Illinois Area in September 2008 and is former president of the church’s executive branch – the Council of
Bishops. Bishop Palmer will open each morning of the
conference with a short devotional time called Morning

Manna.
Special guests will include Moses Kumar, general secretary of the General Council on Finance and Administration, who will recognize the Illinois Great Rivers Conference as only one of 14 of the denomination’s 62 annual
conferences to have paid their general church apportionments at 100 percent. James Salley, associate vice chancellor for institutional advancement for Africa University,
will join conferees in a 20th anniversary celebration of the
institution. Tom Hazelwood, director of U.S. disaster response, for the United Methodist Committee on Relief,
will also address the conference on disaster response efforts within the United States, particularly in the aftermath of a Feb. 29 tornado in Harrisburg, Ill.
Conferees will be collecting special offerings will include funding for construction of the New Hope Church
in Liberia; an offering for Africa University scholarships;
the Tom Brown Scholarship at Wiley College, one of the
denomination’s Black Colleges; and one for this year’s class
of ordinands who will be going as a group to engage in
mission work. The conference laity, who just recently saw
the completion of the John Kofi Asmah School in Monrovia, Liberia, will take a special offering during its opening
session for furnishing the newly-completed school.
In addition to legislative sessions, United Methodists
will also be sharing in special collections which include
items for school kits assembled by the Midwest Mission
Distribution Center in Chatham and sent worldwide as
part of the denomination’s disaster response ministry.
Conference attendees will celebrate opening worship
on Wednesday evening with a memorial service, as pastors, pastors’ spouses and lay members to annual conference who have died in the last year are remembered. Rev.
Melva Graham England, pastor of Galesburg First UMC,
will preach the opening service.
A service of recognition of retiring pastors will be held
on Thursday afternoon with Rev. John Hartleroad, Jr., executive assistant to Bishop Palmer, preaching. Hartleroad
is one of 25 retirees totaling 612.75 years of service who
will be recognized in the service of recognition.
The annual conference will be streamed live over
the internet at www.igrc.org/AC2012Live. Persons may
also join in the virtual conversation on Twitter with the
hashtag, #IGRC2012.

It’s the time of the season
By Emily Snell*

Now that the 2012 General Conference has
ended, United Methodist leaders across the nation turn to jurisdictional and annual conferences coming up this summer.
The first U.S. annual (regional) conference
sessions began May 17 in the Detroit and Eastern Pennsylvania annual conferences. The annual conference meetings wrap up in the United States with the Virginia Annual Conference
session June 22-24.
The first annual conference session in the
central conferences was Feb. 2-6 in Eastern
Angola. Based on current data, the central conferences annual conference meetings wrap up
Dec. 14-16 with the East Zimbabwe session.
U.S. jurisdictional conferences meet in
July every four years, following General Conference, the denomination’s top lawmaking
assembly. The main purpose of jurisdictional
conferences, which involves twice as many U.S.
delegates as General Conference, is to elect and
assign new bishops.
Fourteen U.S. bishops and two central
conferences bishops will retire this year. The
North Central, South Central and Western
jurisdictions each will lose a bishop’s position,
while the Congo Central Conference will gain
a bishop.
New U.S. bishops will be elected during
jurisdictional conferences July 18-21. Central
Conferences are the outside-U.S. equivalent of
jurisdictions, and like jurisdictions, they have
multiple annual conferences.
They will meet at various dates ranging
general announcements

from August to December 2012, and will elect
or re-elect six bishops. The Central and Southern Europe central conferences will not meet
until March 13, 2013, but they will not be electing a new bishop.
The following bishops are retiring this year:
North Central Jurisdiction

Linda Lee, Wisconsin Area

Northeastern Jurisdiction

Ernest S. Lyght, West Virginia Area
Jane Allen Middleton, Harrisburg (Pa.)Area
Peter Weaver, Boston Area

South Central Jurisdiction

Charles N. Crutchfield, Arkansas Area
William W. Hutchinson, Louisiana Area
Ann Brookshire Sherer-Simpson, Nebraska Area
D. Max Whitfield, Northwest Texas-New Mexico Area

Southeastern Jurisdiction

Join the conversation
#IGRC2012 has been established as the hashtag
on Twitter for tweets about the 2012 Annual Conference.
Updates will also be posted on Facebook at
the Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference 2012
page, located at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/141465805972492/
The Daily Current, an e-newsletter, will also be published each day during the annual conference. Subscribers to The Current Week in Review mailing list will
automatically receive The Daily Current. To subscribe,
go to www.igrc.org, click on the Communications tab
at the top of the page and then select “Sign up for our
e-newsletters” link along the right-hand side of the
page.
IGRC Communications will also be broadcasting
the Annual Conference live. Viewers may find the webcast at: www.igrc.org/AC2012Live. The page provides
a complete broadcast schedule.

Pulling out all the Stops for
2011 Illinois Great Rivers Conference

Since 2001 Church Organ Network and Samuel Music has been providing the Allen Digital Renaissance Organ and the Yamaha Concert Grand
Piano for the Conference Worship Services!
Complete selection of Allen Organs and Yamaha Pianos are available to
serve your musical worship needs. Organs and pianos used at Church
Conferences are offered at reduced prices as well as pianos and clavinovas which are part of Academic year Univirsity loan programs (Uof I,
Greenville and Illinois Collleges, Lincoln Christian University.)
For more information regarding specifications and special pricing...

Call 217.342.2207 or
email info@churchorgannetwork.com

Alfred Wesley Gwinn Jr., Raleigh Area
Charlene Kammerer, Richmond Area
Timothy Whitaker, Florida Area
Will Willimon, Birmingham Area
Richard J. Wills Jr., Nashville Area

Western Jurisdiction

Mary Ann Swenson, Los Angeles Area

Central Conferences

Hans Växby, Eurasia Area
Leo Soriano, Davao Area
Bishops elected at the 2012 Jurisdictional
Conferences will begin their new assignments
Sept. 1.

*Snell is a freelance writer in Nashville, Tenn., and a former intern with United Methodist News Service.
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Barbara Gurtler: Undaunted
runner, climber at age 77

(Editor’s note: Barbara Gurtler will be a guest of the 2012 Annual Conference when she introduces a video segment celebrating the 40th anniversary of the Commission on the Status and
Role of Women. Gurtler was one of the laypersons who served in the Central Illinois Conference
on the predecessor body of COSROW before it was created by the 1972 General Conference)

SPRINGFIELD -- There she was, struggling to cross the finish line at the Lincoln
Half Marathon on April 7. Already with a
bloodied knee and lip from an earlier fall,
77-year-old Barb Gurtler of Peoria fell again a
few yards from the finish of the 13-mile race.
Watching from the sidelines was one runner who had already finished, Greg Hoffman
from Virden.
“Ten feet before the line she slows,” Greg
says. “Her knees buckle and she falls face first
into the pavement. Her arms were so tired she
couldn’t even completely break her fall.
“Before I could even react, the volunteers
at the finish line all jumped from their assigned positions and attended to her, getting
her up as blood is coming from her mouth,
across the finish line and into the medical
tent.”
Shades of Julie Moss, 1982 Ironman, when
she crawled across the finish line as ABC’s
cameras captured the agony.
Greg contacted me to see if I could find
out (a) if the woman he saw is all right and (b)
why she was so determined to finish this race.
I talked to Barb. She is fine and appreciates Greg’s concern, though she was a little
embarrassed by it. She was determined to finish Saturday’s half marathon and did, in two
hours, 36 minutes and 12 seconds.
“I am a runner,” she says, “and I’ve been
running for 30 years. I just wanted to cross
that finish line. I was so close. I ran out of
steam.”
I asked if she has ever struggled this much
to finish a race. Yes, but it has been a long
time. There was a Peoria race about 10 years
ago when she was in her mid-60s. She had not
trained properly for that one because she had
just climbed Mount Elbrus in Russia. That’s
18,506 feet.
“I’m a mountain climber,” Barb says. She
has climbed the highest point in every state
and on most of the continents.
“I’d been gone for three weeks and not
running. I ran the race, it was hot, and I did
cross the finish line. But then I passed out.”
There was a 15-kilometer race some years
before that, and she wasn’t ready for that one,
either. It was hot that day. She used a quick-

By Dave Bakke, Springfield State Journal-Register

breathing method to pump up the oxygen in
her blood. She did too good of a job and hyperventilated during the race.
“I fell and broke a tooth,” she says. “Blood
was pouring out.”
A race official told her that was it, her race
was over, and she was going into an ambulance. Barb stood there arguing with the race
official, insisting she be allowed to finish. As
they debated, another runner came by and
promised to stick with Barb the rest of the
way if the official would let her continue. He
did. She finished.
“Then I went to the hospital and got
stitches,” she says.
The same destination was hers after the
Lincoln Half Marathon on Saturday. Barb was
the only runner in her age group, female 7579, and so was due a trophy after the race. She
had to get that before seeing a doctor.
“They put strips on my lip, cleaned up my
knee in the medical tent,” she says, “then told
me to go get some stitches. I told them I’d won
first in my age group, so I stayed and got my
trophy, then went and got (three) stitches.”
She knows what happened to her Saturday. She usually runs about 30 miles a week,
but prior to the Lincoln Half Marathon, she
was too busy. That’s why she bonked at the
end.
“But I’m fine,” she said during our conversation. “I ran for an hour and 30 minutes this
morning.”
There is always another race, another
mountain, another finish line. Next time, she
says, she will be ready.
Greg Hoffman was happy to hear it.
“All of my experience and research about
running,” he says, “can be summarized as, ‘As
soon as you can stop your mind from telling
your body what it can’t do, you can go the
distance … whatever the distance you want
to go.’
“Ms. Gurtler proves this theory. She pushes her limits for 13.22 miles, takes a nasty fall
at the end, and sticks around to receive her
award.” 
(Reprinted with permission from the April 13 issue of the
Springfield State Journal-Register, www.sj-r.com)

Barbara Gurtler needed a little help from her friends but the 77-year-old was determined to finish the
Lincoln Half Marathon in Springfield April 7. Photo courtesy of PBC Sports Photography

Endowed scholarship at Africa
University has IGRC roots
By Elaine Jenkins, Africa University Development Office
Although Connie Ellen Phillips Disney grew up in the
Baptist Church, she descends from a long line of Methodists on both sides of her family.
Her paternal great-grandfather, Godfrey Phillips, was
a Methodist preacher in southern Illinois. His diaries and
journals documenting his ministry as a circuit rider during
the years 1862-1864 and 1900-1912 are still maintained by
the Phillips family. Her mother’s family were also Methodists. However, when Connie’s maternal grandmother died
during her mother’s childhood, her maternal great-grandmother, a staunch Baptist, assumed responsibility for the
religious education of her grandchildren.
Connie met her husband, Bill, when both were students
at Southern Illinois University. They married in 1960 when
he was in his final year of graduate school, and she was in
her sophomore year. Bill earned his master’s degree in education in 1961, and Connie earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in education in 1963 and 1972, respectively.
Connie became a member of Pekin Grace UMC in
1970. Bill joined her shortly thereafter. The couple’s three
children, Michael (now deceased), Brian and Jo Ellen, grew
6 | June 2012 | The Current Pre-Conference Issue

up in the church.
Bill and Connie were the first generation in their families to attend college. Bill was a high school guidance counselor for 31 years before retiring in 1992. Connie is a retired
elementary school teacher, having taught for more than 30
years.
Connie fondly recalls that her parents were very much
involved with outreach ministries in the Baptist Church.
Because they were farmers, they gave generously to mission projects that helped people in other countries improve
their farming practices and food production. Her parents’
example of selfless giving and her understanding of the
transformative power of education led Connie and Bill to
become very early supporters of Africa University.
After the death of the couple’s son Michael in 2002, followed by Bill’s death in 2007 and the death of her mother
in 2008, Connie decided she would establish an endowed
scholarship in the Faculty of Agriculture and Natural Resources at Africa University in memory of her loved ones.
“I am excited that Africa University is an international
institution, drawing students from 23 of the 55 nations of

Africa this current academic year,” Connie exclaimed.
For Connie, one of the great joys of establishing an endowed scholarship during her lifetime is learning about the
scholarship recipients and following their progress.
“I know that my husband would be so excited to learn
of the students who benefit from our scholarship,” she said.
Connie’s dream is to visit Africa University. We certainly pray that she will have an opportunity to do so during
the yearlong 20th anniversary celebrations. 
(Reprinted with permission from the Spring 2012 issue of Africa University
Today, a publication of Africa University and the General Board of Higher
Education and Ministry)

annual conference spotlight

wednesday June 6, 2012

Laity to celebrate completion
of West Point School

DAILY AGENDA
11:30
12:30

By Rhonda Whitaker, Conference Lay Leader
At the Laity Session of Annual Conference 2008 we
started on an amazing journey to build a school for the
West Point neighborhood of Monrovia, Liberia. For the
first time in the history of Illinois Great Rivers, we took
up an offering during Laity Session, and we received
over $11,000. Churches and individuals continued to
give throughout the following year, raising the total to
over $20,000. Bunny Wolfe, Coordinator of Missions
and Outreach, tenaciously sought other means of funding to reach a level where construction could begin.
My friends, this spring that school was completed!
For the FIRST TIME in its history the impoverished
neighborhood of 70,000 people has a school that includes junior and senior high classes…. because the Laity of IGRC saw the need and vowed to meet it.
Now we need to finish the job. The classrooms are
ready but the supplies are not. About half of the required
desks have been purchased, but another 250 are needed.
How many desks can your church fund? Please share
this story with your congregation, and by any means at
your disposal collect funds to send with your Lay Member to the Laity Session of Annual Conference.
If we can build a school, we can certainly raise the
money to furnish it. Any funds raised over the amount
needed for desks will be used for clean water for the
school or other needs that the Liberians deem vital for
that ministry. 

Secretarial Staff Training
Room 134

11:30 Special Lunch
1:00 Clergy Lunch Buffet 4th Floor Lobby
1:30 +Clergy Session
3:00 Grand Ballroom 4th Floor

2:00 Registration
9:00 Terrazzo Lobby
3:30 Laity Session - Grand Ballroom 4th Floor
5:30 Offering: John Kofi Asmah School
A crowd gathers outside for the completed John Kofi Asmah School in West Point neighborhood of Monrovia, Liberia. The school needs to be furnished in order to be fully
operational and a special offering will be taken during the
Laity Session to fund desks and supplies.
Photo courtesy of Rhonda Whitaker

5:30 Special Dinner
6:30 Light Dinner Buffet 4th Floor Lobby

7:00
8:15

Memorial Service & Holy Communion: Rev. Melva Graham England Preaching
Rev. Melva Graham England is pastor of
Galesburg First UMC.

was ordained an elder in full connection in
1988.

A probationary member in the former Central Illinois Conference in 1984, England

She has served pastorates at Bondvill-Centerville-Seymour-White Heath; associate pas-

tor at Geneseo Grace; Mansfield-Galesville;
chaplain at Cunningham Children’s Home in
Urbana; Marion First; and superintendent of
the Illinois River District for seven years.

Morning Manna Speaker: Bishop Gregory V. Palmer
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer will again be sharing a morning devotional message called
Morning Manna on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday mornings.

have come to look forward to this time of
centering and preparing for the day’s work
as Bishop Palmer provides a message of challenge and inspiration.

Regular attendees to annual conference

Bishop Palmer was elected bishop in 2000

Offering: New Hope Church - Liberia

8:15 Transitional
8:30 Break



The Wednesday evening offering, taken during the
Memorial Service, will assist with the building of New
Hope Church, also in Liberia. The congregation of New
Hope UMC found themselves as refugees in the Monrovia area after fleeing their home areas for safety during
the civil war. Because they wanted to worship in their
own vernacular, the Bassa language, a small group of
refugees began to meet regularly for worship services.
The congregation soon outgrew the home in which they

Call to Order & Organizational Motions
Roll Call

and served two quadrennia as bishop of the
Iowa Area before receiving his current assignment in 2008.
He is a former president of the Council of
Bishops.

worshipped and then moved to two rental spaces until
finally purchasing land in the Paynesville area.
The main structure of the church is erected. The
2011 Ordinand team worked to finish concreting the
once dirt floor. However, $40,000 is still needed to completely finish the church. Currently, most members of
the congregation are market women barely making only
enough to feed their families at the end of each day.

GCFA: Moses Kumar
Moses Kumar, general secretary of the General Council of
Finance and Administration,
will recognize the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference as one of
17 U.S. conferences that paid
its general church apportionments at 100 percent in 2011.
Kumar was elected as the sixth general secretary
of the General Council on Finance and Adminis-

tration in 2008. He is responsible for overseeing
the Nashville-based agency that coordinates and
administers finances for the 11.5 million-member
worldwide denomination, as well as safeguarding
its legal interests and rights.

vice president for finance and operations.
A native of Chennai (Madras), India, Kumar joins the
council at a time when the denomination is placing new emphasis on its global connections and is
considering significant changes to its worldwide
structure. The United Methodist Church is growing
in Africa and the Philippines, while its U.S. membership has shrunk to 7.9 million.

Prior to his election, Kumar served as treasurer and
executive director of administrative ministries for
the Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference for
eight years. He previously worked at Palmer Theological Seminary in Wynnewood, Pa., where he was

Nominations Initial Presentation

United Voices for Children hosts workshop
United Voices for Children will host a workshop, Don’t
Make Me Mad! Helping Children Learn to Resolve Anger, on
Wednesday, June 6, from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Peoria First
UMC.
John W. Roope, M. Ed, Director of Early Childhood Mental Health Services at Chaddock in Quincy, Illinois will be the
presenter for this pre-conference event.
Angry children have become a fact of life in many homes,
childcare settings, classrooms, and communities. This predaily agenda: wednesday

sentation provides adults with a clear, practical framework
to support and guide children as they master the important
developmental skill of resolving anger (and a few other difficult feelings on the way). This workshop moves beyond “managing” feelings to the deeper level of integration and resolution
Participants will take away:
• Four specific things children need in order to resolve
difficult emotions.

• A model for understanding the emotions children
experience and must learn to express/regulate.
• The crucial role of emotionally literate adults in
children’s emotional development.
The $15 registration includes lunch. Please send to Lisa
Graves, 1200 N. 13th Street, East St. Louis, IL 62205. Phone
618-874-0777 ext. 1113. Email lgraves@lessiebatesdavis.org by
May 25. Make checks payable to United Voices for Children.
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Revised numbers for proposed conference budget
A revised version of the 2013 proposed conference budget is now available for download.
The new version contains new 2013 General Church apportionment numbers based on the
2012 General Conference action. There is one matter to be considered before the Judicial Council
which could impact these numbers but they do represent the most current information available.
Some apportionments increased, some decreased. The net is a savings of $2,789 to the proposed
budget which is in the pre-conference workbook. Therefore, the actual proposed increase is 1.35%
with a total budget of $12,135,710.

thursday June 7, 2012

DAILY AGENDA
7:15

Special Breakfasts
403
200
203
202

The editorial changes from the budget printed in the pre-conference workbook will be announced during
the CCFA’s presentation of the budget Thursday. To download a copy, visit www.igrc.org/forms/detail/1133.

Garrett-Evangelical Alumni Breakfast
Eden Theological Seminary
Duke Divinity School Alumni
Mac Murray College Alumni

GETS Breakfast
Dr. Virginia Lee joined the faculty of
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in July 2011.
Dr. Lee previously held the position of
Associate Professor of Christian Education at Memphis Theological Seminary.

In addition to teaching at MTS for over a decade, Dr. Lee has
served in various capacities at numerous churches as a deacon in full connection in the Virginia Annual Conference. Her
academic accolades include receiving the Diaconal Advance
Graduate Award and the Rosalie Bentzinger Graduate Award,
both of which are given by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry of The United Methodist Church. Addi-

tionally, Dr. Lee has published articles in both academic and
lay journals and has been an active participant in educational
and ministerial forums and conferences.

Prior to coming to MacMurray, Hester served as vice president for strategic planning, institutional research and evaluation for the University of St. Thomas in Houston, Texas. As one
of several hats she wore during her 23 years at St. Thomas, she
also served as chair of the school’s psychology department,

chaired the school’s faculty senate, and served as assistant
to the president for institutional advancement and was the
school’s chief accreditation officer.

Garrett-Evangelical has been a leader in the Order of Deacon
since the order was created at The United Methodist Church’s
1996 General Conference.

MacMurray College Breakfast
Dr. Colleen Hester became MacMurray
College’s 15th president in 2007, which
was founded in 1849 as the Illinois
Conference Female Academy.

Thursday’s morning coffee sponsor:

She was twice named Professor of the Year.

8:30
10:15

IGRC Communications focuses and guides
the communication ministry of the IGRC. Its role
includes both the publication and production of a
monthly newspaper, The Current; the design, support and maintenance of the conference web site
igrc.org; video and audio production and distribution and producing interpretative and communication materials that facilitate the vision and mission
of the annual conference through collaboration
with the ministry areas of the conference. The team
also resources local churches with training, marketing and consulting services while leading the
continued on pg. 9, see Communications

Morning Manna - Bishop Gregory V. Palmer
Courtesies
Risk Taking Mission Video

IGRC Communications and UM Communications
Stop by the coffee station and pick up your free
Imagine No Malaria (INM) coffee mug (whether
you drink coffee or not; limit one per attendee).
These mugs can be purchased in quantity for $2
each postpaid and churches will be able to place
orders during the month of June as a fundraising
effort for INM.
Sell the mugs for $5 each and send the $3 profit
to INM. Online orders can be placed at www.igrc.
org/INMmugs or you may complete the paper order form located at the coffee station with the United Methodist ministries resource bag.

Call to Order

Initial Presentation of Conference Budget
Board of Pensions Report
Preacher’s Aid Society & Benefit Fund
Board of Ordained Ministry
Presentation of Ordinands
Presentation of Provisional Members
Imagine No Malaria Video & Report

10:15 Morning
10:30 Break
10:30
12:00

UMCOR/Advance Report
Guest Speakers

Tom Hazelwood
To be effective disaster response workers, volunteers must be willing “to go
down the roads where no one else
goes, where it doesn’t seem obvious,”
says the Rev. Tom Hazelwood. An ordained United Methodist minister and
native of Arkansas, Hazelwood is executive secretary for disaster response in the United States
for the United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR). He
has directed national disaster response for the agency since
1998.

Hazelwood will be representing the Advance as well as UMCOR, as he reports to the annual conference on its secondmile giving for 2011. This will be Hazelwood’s second visit to
the conference, as he was in Harrisburg within days after the
Feb. 29 tornado to offer support and discuss ways for UMCOR
to assist.
Hazelwood’s 13 years in Arkansas parishes burnished a commitment to the local church—an important constituency of
UMCOR in the mobilization of volunteers to assist with recovery efforts across the country.

Educated at Henderson State University in Arkansas and
Memphis Theological Seminary, Mr. Hazelwood works with
annual conferences and a network of trained volunteers
within The United Methodist Church to bring assistance to
persons who are left devastated by US disasters. His goal is
to help his constituencies know how to seek out and help
the most vulnerable in their communities. He works closely
with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
the American Red Cross and Church World Service, as well as
other faith-based or voluntary organizations, to coordinate
resources to those who are most in need after disaster.

+ Guest Speaker: Rev. Jorge Acevedo
Rev. Jorge Acevedo is a leader whose
life and ministry reflects a personal
commitment to helping persons experience God’s transforming love
through Jesus Christ. Rev. Acevedo is
a transformational United Methodist
pastor who lives his life “confirming
his love for Jesus Christ.” He provides
exceptional leadership to Grace Church, a multi-site United
Methodist congregation in Cape Coral, Fla. When he began
his ministry at Grace Church, 400 people attended weekly
services. Now more than 2,600 attend each week and the
congregation is busily growing the North Fort Myers campus
and a new storefront location.

Inner transformation, which led to an outer transformation,
is cited as the catalyst for growth at Grace Church. Rev. Acevedo states, “There are thousands of people whose lives have
been radically transformed by the grace of Jesus through the
ministry of Grace Church.” He credits the people of the church
with the turnaround saying that they listened to what God
asked them to do and then just did it.
Rev. Acevedo is a graduate of Asbury College and Asbury
Theological Seminary. He is an ordained Deacon and Elder
in the Florida Conference. In 2001 Rev. Acevedo received the
Denman Evangelism Award. He has been active as a delegate
to the Jurisdictional and General Conferences and serves on
the Southeastern Jurisdiction and Florida Conference Episco-

pal Committees. He co-authored The Heart of Youth Ministry
with Hule Goddard, and has also written for various publications including the United Methodist Publishing House and
Circuit Rider magazine.
Born in Puerto Rico, Rev. Acevedo moved with his family to
the United States when he was four months old. He is married to Cheryl Montgomery. They have two sons, Daniel (married to Courtney) and Nathan, and two grandchildren, Mia
Erin and Levi.
To learn more about Grace Church and the ministry of Rev.
Acevedo and his congregation, visit www.egracechurch.com.

Africa University & Offering: Jim Salley
James H. Salley is the Associate ViceChancellor for Institutional Advancement for Africa University. With more
than 22 years of higher education administration experience, with offices
both in Nashville at the General Board
of Higher Education and Ministry and
the university site in Old Mutare, Zim-

8 | June 2012 | The Current Pre-Conference Issue

babwe, Salley has been in ministry with Africa University since
its inception. He has helped individual and corporate donors,
local churches, annual conferences, and general agencies of
the United Methodist Church connection and beyond understand the mission and needs of the “School of Dreams”.
Salley will be present Thursday morning to recognize the Illinois Great Rivers Conference as one of 27 annual conferences
to pay its Africa University apportionment at 100 percent.

He serves as the chief advancement officer and fund raiser for
the institution; he is in charge of the University’s institutional
advancement program; and he is responsible for interpreting
the programs of the University to local churches, organizations, and agencies throughout the United Methodist connection and beyond.

daily agenda: thursday

thursday June 7, 2012 cont.

DAILY AGENDA
12:00 RECESS
1:30 12:15 Special Lunches
220
404

403
221/222
408
405/406
203
407
401/402
209
Hall D

IGRC Commission on Communications
Ethnic Local Concerns Committee/Religion
& Race/Hispanic Ministries
Golden Cross
Retired Ministers and Spouses
United Methodist Foundation
John Wesley Fellowship of Illinois
St. Paul School of Theology
Fellow. of Local Pastors & Assoc. Members
Liberian Reunion
COSROW Lunch
Daily Lunch Buffet

IGRC launches Africa University scholarship drive
By Bunny Wolfe, IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach

The IGRC Africa University Committee is
launching a campaign called Africa University
Scholarships - Making Dreams Possible to provide
$250,000 in scholarships for students over the next
four years. Over the next four years this campaign
amounts to $6,250 per district per year if each
IGRC district will commit to sending one student
to Africa University. Broken down into the actual
amount per church, this is a very achievable goal.
This amount will provide the opportunity for
ten students to complete a four year undergraduate degree at Africa University. The scholarships
will be given to students from throughout Africa;
therefore, scholarships awarded to Zimbabwean
students will be limited to provide students from
other countries an opportunity to attend Africa

St. Paul School of Theology Lunch: Dr. Sue McLaughlin

Dr. Sue McLaughlin was named Associate Dean for Academic Affairs in April 2010. A graduate of Ohio State
University, Dr. McLaughlin received her master's degree
at Trinity Lutheran Seminary and her D.Min. in transfor-

mative learning in ministerial education from St. Paul in
2003.
Prior to coming to St. Paul, she was a ministerial educa-

University. Students will apply for the scholarship
through Africa University.
This continues IGRC’s historic support of Africa University and gives a life-changing opportunity to ten students making a difference not only
in their lives, but in the lives of many they will help
through their education.
The 2012 Annual Conference Africa University Offering will launch this campaign. A new
IGRC Advance Special Number (#6980 Africa
University Scholarships – Making Dreams Possible) is established for this campaign. Please make
checks payable to IGRC with the IGRC Advance
#6980 AU Scholarships on the designation line.

tion and training specialist for 13 years at Community of
Christ Seminary and three years as Associate Dean -- also
at Community of Christ.

COSROW Lunch Honored guests will be 2011 Sondra Newman Scholarship Award recipients Nicole Ross Bishop and Nancy Wilson.

1:30
3:15

Gathering for Worshipful Work
Video & Prayer
Episcopal Address
COSROW 40th Anniversary Video
Electronic Voting Reminder
Reports & Resolutions
General Conference Report

3:15
3:30

Afternoon
Break

3:30

Reports & Resolutions

4:00
5:30

Service of Recognition of Retirees Hall D

The Midwest Mission Distribution Center is
asking lay and clergy members to consider bringing items for school bags which will be needed
during the summer for the school year in the fall.
Persons may drop off their collected items during Annual Conference at the MMDC truck. Personnel will be at the truck to receive the items on
Wednesday from 1 to 7 p.m.; Thursday, from 7:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 2
p.m.

Items requested are:
•24 count Crayola crayons
•70 or 80 count spiral bound notebooks
-- college or wide-ruled
•Loose-leaf notebook paper
-- in packages up to 150 sheets
•#2 soft lead pencils

John Hartleroad
Rev. John Hartleroad serves as
Executive Assistant to Bishop
Gregory V. Palmer and is one of
24 pastors entering into retired

relationship with the annual conference.
An elder in full connection since 1978, Hartleroad has
served pastorates as associate at Effingham Centenary;

Communications

5:30 RECESS

All Conference Dinner

5:30

Mission Dinner Gathering Time

5:45

Dinner Serving Time
Outside 4th Floor Balltroom

7:00

Collection for Midwest Mission
Distribution Center

Program:
Get Up! Get Out! Help Others!

Kinmundy First-Wesley; Bention First; Murphysboro; Metropolis and superintendent of the Spoon River District
for five years prior to being named Assistant to the Bishop
in August 2006.

(continued from pg. 8)

conference in using new and emerging technologies. The Communications Ministry Team provides a
connectional relationship between the conference and
UM Communications.
The Communications Team also is responsible for
the United Media Resource Center (UMRC), a lending library with resources to support the various ministries of the IGRC. The UMRC contains a variety of
resources for pastors, Sunday School teachers, committee members, small groups, youth groups and children’s ministries as well as resources for personal spiritual growth. There is no rental fee to borrow resources;
the only cost to churches is mailing items back to the

center. Visit and browse the UMRC collection at www.
igrc.org/UMRC.
UM Communications, based in Nashville, Tenn.,
meets the communication, public relations, and marketing needs of the entire Church, reflecting the cultural and racial diversity within The UMC. UMCOM
provides communication resources and services to local churches and annual conferences. UMCOM also
has a consultative relationship with all general agencies of the Church and with any structure for communication and public relations at the jurisdictional,
Episcopal area, annual conference, district, or local
church level.

Outside 4th Floor Ballroom

Shannon Trilli

Shannon Trilli serves as the Director of Global Health Initiatives.
She coordinates UMCOR’s health
projects around the globe with
boundless enthusiasm and a vivacious spirit.
Shannon joined the United
Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) in January 2008 as an executive for Project Im-

daily agenda: thursday

plementation and Evaluation for the Health Unit. Her program areas included the United Methodist Global AIDS
Fund, the Malaria Control Program, and developing and
directing UMCOR’s strategy as part of the denomination’s
$75 million “Imagine No Malaria” campaign. The INM campaign includes partners such as the United Nations Foundation and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis
and Malaria.

terprise Development Peace Corps Volunteer in Bolivia,
South America. Previous to Peace Corps, Shannon was
the Manager of Global Employee Programs for the Corporate Contributions and Community Relations unit of The
McGraw-Hill Companies. She earned a Masters of Public
Administration degree from New York University, and a
Bachelor’s Degree in Government from The University of
Texas at Austin.

Before joining UMCOR, Shannon served as a Micro-en-
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DAILY AGENDA
Friday’s coffee sponsor:

7:15
210
201
220
401

United Methodist Ministries Credit Union
UMMCU has many savings and lending services which can be of help in creating financial
stability by increasing your interest earnings and
reducing your debt. Available savings account options include passbook accounts, certificates of
deposit, club accounts, checking accounts, debit
cards, as well as several IRA accounts. Similarly,
UMMCU offers a range of lending opportunities
from personal and auto loans to Visa cards.
Since 1940, the United Methodist Ministries
Credit Union (UMMCU) has encouraged thrift
among its members, created a source of credit at
a reasonable rate of interest, and provided an opportunity for its members to use and control their
own money in order to improve their economic
and social conditions.
To apply for membership in UMMCU, call
(309)827-8636 to request a member packet. Alternately, you may fax a request to (309)827-7275
or e-mail a request to ummcu@earthlink.net.
Complete the Application for Membership. Do
not leave any spaces blank. Sign in the 2 designated spots and date the card. Complete the Account
the Agreement. Please make sure that all the necessary lines are filled in. All joint owners must
sign the account agreement. And, each owner will
need to provide a clear copy of a photo id such as
a driver’s license. Finally, an initial deposit of $25
payable to UMMCU is required.

Special Breakfasts

Membership is open to:
• Clergy persons of the IGRC and
Northern Illinois Conferences of The UMC
• Members of United Methodist churches in
the Illinois Great Rivers and Northern Illinois
Conferences
Employees of:
• The Illinois Great Rivers and Northern
Illinois Conference offices
• The IGRC and Northern Illinois Conference
churches
• Episcopal offices

8:30
10:15

Aldersgate Federal Credit Union
Drew University Theological School
United Voices for Children
Reconciling Uniting Ministries of Illinois

Call to Order
Morning Manna - Bishop Gregory V. Palmer
Courtesies
Guest Speaker: Rev. Jorge Acevedo

10:15 Morning
10:30 Break
10:30
12:00

Cabinet Address
Board of Trustees Report
Recognition of Churches Completing their Mission

• District Superintendents’ offices

Reports & Resolutions

• UM educational institutions

12:00 RECESS
1:30 12:15 Special Lunches

• UM health and welfare agencies
• Conference camps
• UM General Council on Finance and
Administration
• UM General Board of Pensions and
Health Benefits
• UM General Commission on the Status and
Role of Women
• UMMCU
• Family members of the above

407
211
408
203
403
210
404
Hall D

Social Justice “Fasting for Hunger”
Illinois Wesleyan University
Clergy Couples
Order of St. Luke
ILCAAAP
Candler Club
Asbury Seminary Alumni & Friends
Daily Lunch Buffet

ILCAAP Luncheon: State Senator Darin LaHood

Committees.

State Senator Darin LaHood was
unanimously selected to serve the
37th district in the Illinois Senate in
February 2011. He serves as the Republican Spokesperson for the Senate
Gaming Committee and also serves
on the Senate Transportation, Energy,
Environment, and Human Services

LaHood attended Loras College in Dubuque, Iowa where he
received a bachelor’s degree in Political Science. Following
graduation from Loras, he worked from 1990 to 1994 as a legislative assistant and Appropriations Committee associate for
the U.S. House of Representatives in Washington, D.C.
He graduated from the John Marshall Law School in 1997 receiving his Juris Doctor; he was admitted to the Illinois Bar
that same year.

LaHood is an active member of his community. He served on
the board of directors for The Center for Prevention of Abuse
2006 to 2010. Additionally he has been involved in the St.
Jude Memphis to Peoria Run, and served on the boards for
Big Brothers/Big Sisters and Salvation Army. He was selected
as a winner for the 40 Leaders Under 40 in 2006 and is an active member at St. Vincent de Paul Parish.
He and his wife, Kristen, have three children, McKay, Lucas
and Teddy.

1:30
3:15

CORRECTION

Laity Address

In the reporting of first quarter apportionment totals for the Illinois River District in the May issue of The Current,
names of several churches were misaligned. The following are the correct totals for those churches. To be current,
a church would have made a payment of 25 percent or more:
District/Church

Sheffield UMC
Toulon UMC
Tremont UMC
Washington Evangelical UMC
White Chapel UMC
Kingston Mines UMC
Monterey UMC
Willow Hill UMC
Wyoming UMC
Neponset UMC
Illinois River District Totals

CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total
% Paid

$591
$1,898
$0
$4,644
$1,095
$636
$549
$6,429
$0
$200

25.00%
17.00%
0.00%
25.00%
25.00%
25.00%
25.00%
25.00%
0.00%
7.00%

$357
$1,150
$0
$2,814
$663
$387
$333
$3,894
$0
$80

25.00%
17.00%
0.00%
25.00%
25.00%
25.00%
25.00%
25.00%
0.00%
5.00%

$948
$3,048
$0
$7,458
$1,758
$1,023
$882
$10,323
$0
$280

25.00%
17.00%
0.00%
25.00%
25.00%
25.00%
25.00%
25.00%
0.00%
6.00%

$182,968

19.69%

$118,219

21.00%

$301,187

20.18%
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Gathering for Worshipful Work
Video & Prayer
Risk Taking Mission Video
50th Anniversary of Aldersgate Fed. Credit Union
Celebration of New Church Starts
Liberia Partnership Report
Reports & Resolutions

3:15 Afternoon
3:30 Break
3:30
5:00

Reports & Resolutions
Honduras Partnership Report

daily agenda: friday

friday June 8, 2012 cont.

DAILY AGENDA

Reminder:
Clergy to vest for Ordination

5:00 RECESS
7:00 5:30 Special Dinners
402
408

IGRC clergy are reminded that they will be vesting for the service of Ordination on Friday
evening of Annual Conference.
Clergy will need to bring their red stoles and line up in the outer hall to process in to the service.

Volunteers in Mission
McKendree University

(Room 220) Good News: Rev. Dr. Joy Moore
The Rev. Dr. Joy J. Moore, PhD
serves as associate dean for Black
Church Studies and Church Relations at Duke Divinity School in
Durham, N.C., and teaches in the
area of homiletics and the practice
of ministry.
Moore serves on the board of directors for ZOE Ministries, an empowerment program of
that provides a comprehensive approach to transforming the lives of African children orphaned by HIV/AIDS,
war, disease, famine and other causes. She is also on the
advisory board of the Center for Reconciliation. Founded
in 2005 to inspire, form, and support leaders, communities, and congregations to live as ambassadors of Christ’s
reconciliation, the Center has become a leading voice in
shaping a distinctly Christian vision of reconciliation, with
a desire to equip the Church for reconciliation, justice,
and peacemaking in a divided world.
Moore’s research interests focus primarily on understanding the critical issues influencing contemporary culture
for community formation. Examining these interests in

biblical studies, practical theology, homiletics, narrative
hermeneutics and social media, she is known for loving
to tell stories with a theological twist! Her chapter in Andrew C.Thompson’s Generation Rising: A Future with Hope
for the United Methodist Church (Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 2011), calls for preaching that takes seriously the
story of Scripture over the moralisms we choose to impose on its stories.
She became a John Wesley Fellow in 2001, and is a member of the Society for Biblical Literature, the Academy of
Homiletics, the American Academy of Religion, and the
National Association of United Methodist Evangelists.
She joined the Administration at Duke in July 2008 first
as Associate Dean for Lifelong Learning. Prior to moving to Duke University, Moore was Assistant Professor
of Preaching at Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore,
Kentucky, where she has previously served a Director of
Women’s and Ethnic Ministries and later as Director of
Student Life. She has served as Chaplain and Director of
Church Relations at Adrian College, Adrian, Michigan, a
church-related liberal arts college. An ordained elder in
the United Methodist Church West Michigan Conference,
Moore has served as the associate and the senior pastor

in congregations in rural, urban and suburban Michigan.
A characteristic of her work has been to provide opportunities for the Christian hope to be explained and practiced so others are welcomed to accept their vocation as
representatives of the reconciling love of God — practicing hope, hospitality, and honesty.
A native of Chicago, Rev. Moore’s desire to teach led her
to study at National Louis University in Evanston, from
which she received a Bachelor of Arts in Education and
Mathematics. She holds a Master of Divinity from GarrettEvangelical Theological Seminary. Moore earned a PhD.
from Brunel University, London, England in practical theology with an emphasis in Homiletics and Theological
Hermeneutics.
A frequently featured preacher, Bible study leader and
teacher at workshops, conferences, and worship services
around the country, she is currently conducting research
on the impact of various media forms on how we assimilate information and what it does to our religious imagination. Dr. Joy is an avid fan of books by David Baldacci,
and, when she is not teaching, enjoys traveling, watching
reruns of Babylon 5, and reading.

(Rooms 405/406) United Methodist Women Dinner: Carolyn Yockey
Carolyn is currently a director on
the boards of Women’s Division
and the General Board of Global
Ministries. This leads to her being on the boards of Cunningham
Children’s Home and Lessie Bates
Davis Neighborhood House. Prior

to this, she has served in numerous capacities for the
Church and United Methodist Women at local, district
and conference levels.
She served as District UMW president, 1999-2002 and
Conference UMW president, 2005-2008. Her church service includes chairing the Conference Ministry Team,

2000-2004. She is very involved in the Festival of Trees
for The Baby Fold. Outside of church, Carolyn is involved
in the McLean County Historical Society and the Illinois
Symphony Orchestra. Carolyn is married to Duane, has 3
children and 5 grandchildren.
The title of her presentation is Faith, Hope, Love in Action.

(Room 200) Disability Concerns: Tim Vermande
Tim Vermande is the secretary of
the United Methodist Association
of Ministers with Disabilities; Webmaster for the United Methodist
Task Force on Disability and the
United Methodist Committee on
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Ministries; and member of the Indiana
Conference Committee on Disability Concerns.

7:00

Tim worked in the photography field for several years,
his photographs appearing in several publications, and
he is a contributor to the Dictionary of the Bible and Western Culture (Mary Ann Beavis and Michael Gilmour, editors). Tim returned to graduate school for an M.Div. from
United Theological Seminary and an M.A. (ABD) from the
Graduate Program in Religious Studies at Southern Methodist University. He currently teaches anthropology and
history at the Art Institute of Indianapolis in Indiana. His
field of research is the use of images and language drawn

from disabilities in religious practice.
Tim’s accomplishments in teaching and as a guest lecturer are too numerous to cite in this article. Tim will be
introducing us to the United Methodist Task Force on
Disability’s mission, why we need Disability Ministries in
our local churches, and to help us celebrate with the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing Board their 40th Anniversary of ministries in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

Worship Ordination, Commissioning & Holy Communion Bishop Janice Riggle Huie
Janice Riggle Huie serves as bishop
of the Texas Annual Conference of
the UMC, having been assigned
there in September 2004. The Texas Annual Conference is composed
of 713 congregations and 290,855
members, spread throughout east
Texas. It includes Houston, Galveston, Beaumont, Texarkana, Longview, Tyler and College
Station.
Since Bishop Huie’s assignment there, the Texas Annual
Conference has adopted a bold new missional strategy
aimed at making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. The primary priorities are as follows: Congregational Excellence (new church starts and
re-vitalization of existing congregations), Clergy Excellence (recruiting gifted young pastors and supporting

and training current pastors) and a Re-aligned Missional
Structure.
In connection with her Episcopal assignment she serves
on the Board of Trustees of The Methodist Hospital,
Southwestern University, Wiley College and Lon Morris College as well as The Texas Methodist Foundation.
Bishop Huie served as President of the Council of Bishops
from May 2006 through May 2008.
A noted speaker and experienced leader, she has
preached at numerous annual conferences and seminaries and led retreats for both pastors and laity in the area of
leadership and spiritual formation. She has taught in the
Mentor Program at Perkins School of Theology, served
as Adjunct Faculty for the Doctor of Ministry Program at
Austin Presbyterian School of Theology, and served as
Churchwoman in Residence at Candler School of Theol-

ogy. She was co-chair of the International Clergywomen’s
Consultation in 1995, has authored articles in preaching
and spirituality, and received the Bandy Distinguished
Preacher Award from Emory University in 1991. She
completed her term as President of the General Board
of Higher Education and Ministry shortly after moving to
Houston in August 2004.
After graduating with honors from the University of Texas
in Austin in 1969, Bishop Huie went to Perkins School
of Theology at Southern Methodist University in Dallas,
earning a Master of Theology and receiving both the
Flinn Award as outstanding senior and the DeJernette
Award in homiletics. In 1989 she was awarded a Doctor
of Ministry degree from Candler School of Theology at
Emory University in Atlanta, where she focused on homiletics and liturgy.

Celebrants: Bishop Gregory V. Palmer &
Bishop Janice Riggle Huie

Offering: Ordinands Mission Trip
Receiving Line in Hall D

daily agenda: friday

Each year, newly ordained clergy take part in
a mission saturation experience aimed at forming
and shaping them with a global perspective. Ordinand trips have been to several places around the



globe and the offering helps to support and provide
financial resources for the mission trip. This offering will be taken during the Friday service of Ordination and Commissioning.
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DAILY AGENDA

Ambassador: Lewis Joe’l Keys
Lewis Keys is the son of
Mr. Lewis C. Keys and Diane
Dancer and is a native of Fort
Worth, Texas.
This man of God accredits his solid Christian upbringing to not only his parents but to his great
grandmother, Ms. Ophelia T. Holmes. He is currently a graduating senior at Wiley College in
Marshall, Texas and is actively involved in Student Government Association, the Wiley College
A Cappella Choir, Student Pastors and Organizational Chaplains (SPOC), and numerous other
organizations on his campus.

He has recently taken a mission trip to Nairobi, Kenya, where he stayed for 3 weeks and taught
at the Magnet High School, and preached at The
Visions of Glory church.
This Black College ambassador maintains a
3.37 GPA and upon graduation, plans to attend
Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University, where he will pursue a Master of
Divinity degree and hopes to become a United
States Air Force Chaplain and global evangelist.
Taking on new challenges has been his driving
force, because he knows and believes that challenges will always bring about wisdom, not just
for him, but to be shared with others.

For nearly 25 years, a special offering has been
taken by the Illinois Great Rivers Conference and
one of its predecessors, the Central Illinois Conference, for the Tom Brown Scholarship at Wiley
College, one of the denomination’s Black Colleges. Rev. Brown, who passed away in 1986, served
many years as chief usher of the Annual Conference session and was a trustee for Wiley College.

In 1987, the Central Illinois Conference voted
to fund a special scholarship in Brown’s name and
a special offering has been taken every year since
then.
The offering will follow the address of the
Black College Fund Student Ambassador on Saturday morning.

8:30
10:15

Morning Manna - Bishop Gregory V. Palmer
Courtesies
Risk Taking Mission Video
100th Anniversary of the Wesley Fnd. Update
Annual Conference Foundation
40th Anniversary of the Black College Fund




Ambassador:
Lewis Joe’l Keys
Offering: Tom Brown Scholarship
for Wiley College
Nominations Report for Approval

10:15 Morning
10:30 Break
10:30
12:00

retiree

Call to Order

Nominations Report for Approval
Reports & Resolutions
Service of Appointments & Recognition of
Superintendents

CLASS OF 2012 CONTINUED

12:00 +Adjournment

Sims: Expressing the grace of God
By Paul Black
URBANA – To define risk-taking
mission, John Sims points to his first
appointment out of seminary.
“In the former Southern Illinois
Conference, there was a mission emphasis on Guatemala following the
earthquake there in the early 1970’s,” Sims recalled. “It was
called the Grain Train to Guatemala and these two small
churches with not more than 50 or 60 people combined on
a Sunday morning, got behind that and they were able to fill
up an entire boxcar with grain. I have never forgotten how
important that was.”
That experience led Sims to realize that ministry is only
limited by oneself. “I would tell those entering ministry to
not listen to what people tell you or pontificate to you about
what ministry is or should be,” he said. “Only you can answer
that.”
Sims said the key is finding a balance between the work
of ministry and the needed time for oneself.

“The best advice I ever received was from the commencement speaker at seminary,” Sims said. “He said, ‘The
best advice I can give is RUN. Do anything else that you can.’
And after a large gasp and a pause, he went on to say, ‘But you
can’t, because God’s grace has called you into ministry. Make
sure you do it with God’s grace.’”
When asked if there was a defining moment in ministry,
Sims declined to single one out. “Ministry is like a rung on a
ladder,” he replied. “To say one rung is more important than
another is to completely misunderstand the purpose of the
ladder. Every experience and behavior is a defining moment
and makes me who I am.”
One experience that had a major impact upon Sims’
ministry was in an appointment that was somewhat conflicted. Resolving to make the most of the situation, Sims
began praying for the individual to which he had the greatest conflict. “And you know, things started changing,” Sims
said. “Not only the dynamics of the appointment changed,
the congregation became different and I became different.

And we still keep in touch these years later with the person
to whom I had the issue.”
Sims said the heart of ministry is found in relationships
and community. One of the major parts of Sims’ ministry
has been to be a chaplain to police and fire departments in
the communities to which he is appointed and even went to
Ground Zero following 911.
“You share God’s grace by being a part of people’s lives
and that isn’t necessarily within the walls of the church,” he
said. “it is the one on one.” Sims quoted Don Houts, who
served in the Area Pastoral Care and Counseling Office prior
to his retirement: “What you do isn’t necessarily who you are,
but what you are must be reflected in what you do.”
Sims is completing 40 years of ministry, elected to probationary membership in 1972 and was elected as an elder in
full connection 1975. His pastorates included Bethel-Kane,
Grayville, Alton: Metropolitan, Edwardsville Immanuel, St.
Joseph and Urbana First.
The Simses are retiring to the Carbondale area.

Hutton: Journey as a pastor’s wife and as a pastor
By Paul Black
TOWER HILL – Pat Hutton has
the unique experience of having been
both a pastor’s wife and a pastor.
Starting ministry with her husband, David (who retired in 2009) in
1966, Hutton’s own call to ministry
came in high school when she accepted a call to full-time
Christian service during Sunday School at Downers Grove
Methodist Church. Given that there were very few ministry opportunities for women, Hutton decided that her call
would either be to the mission field or as a pastor’s wife.
“When David and I started going together, he wasn’t real
comfortable with either of those, but one day, he grabbed my
hand in a service and said, ‘Come on, we’re going to the altar
and I am going into the ministry,’” Hutton said. “So that was
the start in 1966. From that point on, whatever I was doing,
I considered myself involved in full-time Christian service
as a pastor’s wife, as a Bible Study leader or in preaching on
occasion.
“Later, I would teach and as I taught, I would see, as
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Christian artist Stephen Curtis Chapman sings, ‘the fingerprints of God’ on their lives,” she continued. “It really
changed the dynamic of teaching and it changed my later
pastoral ministry as well.”
Her entry into ministry under appointment came after
a Walk to Emmaus. Although she thought this would be
gradual transition, Hutton lost her teaching job the following week and began serving a church almost immediately.
“When God has his hand on you and you are going in
a certain direction, God doesn’t let go,” Hutton said. And
although the teaching job was restored and she taught five
more years, Hutton was also serving a church.”
One of the most memorable highlights of her ministry
was leading an older man to Christ. The man, who was reluctant to be baptized, was a diabetic and his large physical frame combined with multiple amputations made him
afraid to be baptized. He believed that Hutton wouldn’t be
able to pull him out of the water, saying, “I just see myself
bobbing up and down in the river.”
When Hutton realized what caused the man’s reluctance,

she told him, “We’re Methodists. We can do it with a lot less
water than that!” Taking a couple of men from the church
with her, Hutton baptized the man in his home.
Her advice to pastors just entering the ministry is be
adaptable. “If you are going into the United Methodist ministry, you also need to understand what you are accepting,”
she said. “My husband and I always accepted the fact that we
were under appointment and that we would receive wherever we were sent as of being from the Lord. We didn’t lay
blame on the Cabinet but somehow God wanted us in this
place for a specific reason.”
Hutton noted at the center of ministry is loving people.
“You have to remember that the people you are working with
are still under construction and so are you,” she said.
Licensed as a full-time local pastor in 1998 and a probationary elder in 2005, Hutton was ordained in 2011 and
then retired in August 2011. She served as an associate pastor
at Beardstown-Bluff Springs, Hammond-LaPlace, AshlandPeter Cartwright and now in retirement with her husband,
as supply pastors at Tower Hill and Herrick.

daily agenda: saturday

local
CHURCH NEWS



Cave-In Rock UMC, located in the Cache River District, recently celebrated the restoration of their
basement after sustaining major damage in the
Spring 2011 flooding of the Ohio River. The flood
destroyed the fellowship hall, kitchen and appliances with more than 3 foot of water.
Donations from IGRC and volunteers from the local community and other local churches helped
Cave-In-Rock UMC to come back to the place of
restoration and renewed energy for ministry;
without which the church saw her doors closing
due to the damage and mold.
The people of the Cave-In-Rock are very appreciative of the connectional system reaching out to
them.
Photo courtesy of Roger Russell





Bridgeport buries time capsule
Members of the Bridgeport UMC recently buried a
time capsule filled with a collection of church history,
photographs and documents collected from the 150year celebration in October 2011.

followed and were allowed to scoop a shovel of soil
into the burial location, since it is these youth of the
congregation who will be present in 2061 for the 200year anniversary celebration of the church.

David Patton of the church’s history committee and
son Andrew dug the 2 foot deep location, 18 inches
from the church’s cornerstone. At the close of the
morning worship, David carried the locked capsule out the center aisle of the church, followed by
the history committee – Bobbie Shuppert, Jack Polk
and Flossie Price and the congregation. The children

The key of the time capsule is stored in an especiallymade wood box, labeled with an engraved brass plate
– “to be opened in 2061”; inside with the key is the
location, information and instruction. A copy of the
2012 burial ceremony as planned and prayed by Pastor Steve Killion, congregation photos and names are
also included.



Sugar Grove UMC, located in the LaMoine River District, dedicated its new church building May 13. District Superintendent C. Douglas Rorex and four former pastors were among the 155 which gathered for the service. The church’s pastor,
Rev. Bob Einhouse preached the dedication message and was assisted in the service by the church’s lay speakers, Barbara
Wooldridge and David Little. Sugar Grove’s church was razed by fire in May 2011. Construction on the new building began
in November and the first service in the new building was April 8 (Easter Sunday).
Photo courtesy of Karen Peterson.

local church news
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local
CHURCH NEWS

Do you have a story, event
or picture you would like to
see in local church news?
Send items for consideration
to Paul Black, Director of
Communications, via email
at pblack@igrc.org or snail
mail to



IGRC, Attn: Paul Black
P.O. Box 19207
Springfield, IL 62794-9207
A prayer shawl ministry at Decatur First
UMC began in October of 2009. Since
that time, 326 shawls have been blessed
and sent to 12 states and Japan. The
ministry just recently sent 21 shawls to
Jerseyville to go to the tornado victims in
Southern Illinois. As part of Andrew Anderson’s Eagle Scout project, he will be
delivering 40 shawls to cancer patients as
he visits them.
The purpose of the Prayer Shawl ministry is simple and yet so large in our calling as Christians. The purpose is to knit
God’s love, care, and warmth into each
and every stitch of the shawls created
for people in need. Each stitch becomes
a spoken or unspoken prayer for another
human being – a prayer of celebration; a
prayer of intercession; a prayer of comfort, hope, love, and faith.
Shawls are given to celebrate the gift of
love, friendship, and caring. They offer
comfort during illness or during a time of
grief. They may be used to celebrate the
joy of a new baby, weddings, birthdays,
baptisms and some are given just to celebrate a friendship.



Photo courtesy of Decatur First UMC
Big Prairie UMC, located in the Cache
River District, celebrated its 200th anniversary May 6.

Family members of the three founding
families – Hannahs, Lands and Pomeroys
– were present. During the service, longtime pastor of 24 years, William Fechtig,
was made pastor emeritus of the Big Prairie-Maunie-Concord charge.



The first pastor of Big Prairie was John
Smith, assigned by presiding elder Peter
Cartwright meeting in the home of John
Hannah. This was during the War of 1812
when the British were trying to thwart
the advance of the young democratic nation. Men would stand guard during the
worship services to warn of raids.
Photo courtesy of Roger Russell

Several churches in the Cumberland Parish and the Toledo UMC in the Embarras
River District heeded the call from the
Conference UMW and the Midwest Mission Distribution Center to make and
fill school bags with basic supplies. Sue
Icenogle gave guidance and inspiration
to the many who sewers and shoppers.
“Protractor” was a new word for many
store clerks.
A group from Cottonwood UMC is shown
with about half of the 84 bags. Supplies
for another 50 bags were also collected.
Pictured in back from left, are Aften Peters, Jennifer Icenogle, Zachary Morecraft and Dorothy Cutright. Those in
front, from left are Sue Icenogle, Edna
Faye Cooley and Carolyn Auger.
Photo courtesy of Dorothy Cutright
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local church news

Evangelism training events
slated for the fall

conference

By Paul Black
SPRINGFIELD – Evangelism training, aimed at developing
a culture of invitation and discipling within the local church
will be held at five locations throughout the Illinois Great Rivers Conference this fall.
The seminars are a collaborative effort of the IGRC Cabinet, the IGRC Evangelism committee and the Reuben Job
Center for Leadership Development, a jurisdictional ministry
located at Dakota Wesleyan University.
Online registration was scheduled to open June 1 but its
start date was moved up due to widespread interest. More information on the seminar can be found at www.igrc.org/E3 and
registration is open at www.igrc.org/E3Registration.
The dates and locations for the seminars are as follows:
• Nov. 7 at Galesburg First UMC, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Nov. 8 at Savoy UMC, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Nov. 13 at Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Nov. 14 at Troy UMC, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(note different time from the others)
• Nov. 15 at Jacksonville Grace UMC, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
E3: Empowering and Equipping for Evangelism is a twopronged approach aimed at staying focused on the mission of
“making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world,” which is essential for being a fruitful congregation.
The morning of this seminar will explore with participants
a variety of issues around the mission. Included are the factors
that cause congregations to make decisions and plan ministries
that are more reflective of personal preference and comfort
than the mission of Jesus Christ. The seminar will then center
on the importance and process of developing spiritual leaders
that can help a congregation stay centered on the mission. The
specific process that will be discussed and detailed is out of our
Wesleyan heritage that was at the core of the Methodist movement when laity were dynamically involved in the living out
of the mission. And that process is the class meeting, where a
model of a 21st century class meeting with its key factors will
be experienced and clarified. This seminar will also give practical tools for aligning ministry consistently with the mission,
especially at the times of planning and reporting – including
results based ministry descriptions for the sake of the mission.

The afternoon session will focus attention on developing a
congregation’s ability to do the work of evangelism. The process
shared is a model of developing in stages the competencies and
confidence for persons to share their faith in Jesus Christ – using the educational system as an analogy. The model starts with
“elementary school” evangelism, which is service evangelism –
using service as a means of evangelism. Then, participants will
explore “middle school” evangelism of faith sharing in their
small groups. After that comes the “high school” evangelism of
testimonies in worship. Next is “college level” evangelism of invitational evangelism and proven strategies to engage the congregation in inviting others. And finally, then comes “graduate
school” evangelism – sharing our faith with someone not of
faith in order to help them come to faith. And by following this
simple process one step at a time, a congregation can be developed to do the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world consistently and well.
Seminar leader Dr. Doug Anderson is executive director
of the Bishop Rueben Job Center for Leadership Development
at Dakota Wesleyan University and also Associate Director for
Congregational Development for the Indiana Annual Conference.. He was a district superintendent and pastor of several
growing churches of different sizes in the United Methodist
Church. He has led a variety of practical church seminars and
consultations for over 25 years. He is a member of the Academy for Spiritual Formation of the Upper Room. He has taught
at the United Methodist School of Congregational Development (including Copenhagen, Denmark) for the last 9 years
– and will teach a ministry track again in St. Louis. He is the
co-author with Bishop Michael Coyner of the award-winning
book The Race to Reach Out. And best of all, his seminars are
energetic, effective, and fun. 

Age statistic comparisons for General Conference 2012
By Andrew Conard

I checked with InfoServ to dig up
some information on the ages of delegates
to General Conference 2012 as compared
to the entire denomination. Thank you to
the wonderful team at Ask InfoServ for their data gathering!
There is no official United Methodist source for age statistics for the denomination. GCFA has not collected age
statistics since General Council on Ministries. However,
there is the 2010 State of the Church: Congregational Life
Survey which breaks down ages by percentage. Here is the
comparison between the Congregational Life Survey and
the ages of 790 of the 988 total delegates to General Conference 2012.
Age 18 to 24
2.8% – General Conference Delegates
5% - United Methodist attendees in 2010

Age 25 to 44
14.9% – General Conference Delegates
19% - United Methodist attendees in 2010
Age 45 to 64
64.4% - General Conference Delegates
37% - United Methodist attendees in 2010
Age 65 to 84
17.8% - General Conference Delegates
34% - United Methodist attendees in 2010
Age 85+
0.0% - General Conference Delegates
5% – United Methodist attendees in 2010
(Rev. Andrew Conard is a pastor in charge of web ministry at The Church of
the Resurrection, Leawood, Kan. Reprinted with permission from Conard’s
blog of May 14, www.andrewconard.

NEWS

PK Facebook Page
The Office of Pastoral Care and Counseling has unveiled a new Facebook page, “IGRC PK’s.”
The new page is an effort to create a community of
PK’s within the IGRC. Connect with other PK’s, share your
favorite or least favorite things about life as as pastor’s
kid, or just post random things about your day.
Facebook users can find the page at https://www.
facebook.com/groups/332982986744149/.

Snider publishes third book
Retired IGRC pastor Ted Snider has published his
third book, And Jacob Digged a Well: Faith in the 21st Century, which is now available from both Amazon.com and
Barnes and Noble.
In describing the book, Snider said it was a discussion how scientific and technological discoveries have
changed not only our worldviews but our Godviews
and how consciousness and brain research are altering
the way we understand each other and how beliefs are
formed.
“From our youngest years, we are taught to value
‘the traditions’—traditions found in the family, clan, region, nation, religion and science,” Snider said. “We learn
to accept these honored truths without question. To
question them, regardless of our age or other circumstance, brings down upon us, in one way or another,
‘the wrath of the Gods.’ A major shift in the way we view
the world and ourselves occurs when new knowledge
radically changes our understandings. This is a constant
process: we both make changes and are changed. We
create and are created by the world. The search for truth
never ends. This seems to be the only attitude that is sufficiently humble and therefore worthy of our allegiance.”
The book is dedicated to the memory of the author’s
father, Rev. Earl Maurice Snider, who served Paris Trinity UMC at the time of his death to cancer in 1962. “He
taught me to ask questions,” Snider said. “And so the
book is also dedicated in honor of all those who are not
afraid to ask difficult questions.”
Snider is also the author of two other books: The
Continuity of Salvation: A Study of Paul’s Letter to the Romans (1984), a commentary on Romans; and The Divine
Activity: An Approach to Incarnational Theology (1990).

Benefit concert for
Imagine No Malaria
TAYLOR RIDGE -- “Malaria is NOT just a Methodist
problem; as Christians we should be willing to work together to rid the world of this terrible disease.” was the
response Rev. Mark Slaatte received from fellow County
Line Ministerial Alliance pastors.
Slaatte is pastor at Reynolds and Taylor Ridge UMCs
in the Spoon River District. He had asked his fellow pastors about a combined fundraiser for IGRC’s Imagine No
Malaria.
Support in hand, Rev. Slaatte is spearheading a benefit concert being called Malaria No More. The event,
scheduled for Saturday, June 30, from noon to 5 p.m. ,
will be held in Aledo, at the park located at the corner of
College Ave. and Highway 17. Praise bands and soloists
from local churches will be featured as money is raised.
Speakers will talk about the disease.
Presbyterians have made flyers to alert the public
of the event. Pork chops cooked by United Methodist
Men, pies made by Baptists, beverages and children’s
activities provided by other congregations will be available during the event. 

Global (continued from pg. 4)
criticism of authoritarian leadership styles, patronage appointments to committees, frustration about not being included in decisions and other expressions of autonomy, as well as
desire for participation that reveal change is at hand.

Entering new territory

While there were many dynamics at work, the inability
of the church to pass a restructure plan was informative. Restructure ran headlong into the rising expectations and voting
strength of the global middle class in The United Methodist
Church, expectations that include participation and influence
in decision-making.
When debate in plenary focused ever so briefly on the economic participation of jurisdictional conferences and central
conference news

conferences in supporting the general church budget, it was a
sign of things to come. The central conferences (the regions of
the church in Africa, Asia and Europe) will be asked to contribute more to the general church budget. And we will likely
take a second (or third) look at the Worldwide Nature of the
Church study, which calls for more regional autonomy.
Other issues are being discussed, sometimes in subdued
voices, sometimes not. These include the role of the episcopacy, lay leadership, equitable representation, unresolved theological matters about human sexuality and other concerns,
how we fund the general church budget and what we mean by
the phrase “global church.”
How we deal with these questions will affect how different

regions of the world church relate to each other and redefine
partnerships and missional efforts.
In the near term, these issues are likely to become more
acute and require greater attention than we’ve given them thus
far. Unlike cultural affectations–the donning of brand-name
jeans and rap music–they go to the heart of who we are as a
church, and they will require us to have a serious, long-term
conversation about how we want to move forward together in
a shifting landscape for which there are few road signs and the
territory is new to all of us. 
(Larry Hollon is the general secretary of United Methodist Communications.
Reprinted with permission from Hollon’s blog of May 11, www.larryhollon.
com)
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Summer seminars for mid-sized and large churches
By Paul Black

SPRINGFIELD – A variety of workshops for mid-sized and large churches will be held
during the summer months.
Online registration is already underway for these learning opportunities on the IGRC
website. The workshops are jointly sponsored by the IGRC Cabinet and the IGRC Equipping and Connecting Team, in collaboration with the Reuben Job Center for Leadership, a
ministry of the North Central Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church.

Building a Terrific Team: Staff Ministry in the Large Church
July 24-25, Peoria First UMC
Register at www.igrc.org/terrificteam
This seminar for lead pastors and staff members of larger churches will provide a solid
understanding of the nature and functioning of a large church as well as its staff. Some key
issues that will be explored include: creative leadership, staffing to grow, roles of various
staff members, decision making, leadership development, staff meetings, rules and rituals, strategies for change, purpose and vision, communication, staff principles, discipling
and spiritual growth. The importance of building a staff appreciation for the uniqueness
of large churches, as well as the practical skills and model for helping large churches to be
effective in ministry will be examined. The key issues that this seminar will focus on to
help the church successfully make the necessary transition to grow are results-based job
descriptions and the principles of staff coherence and effective functioning.
This will be a particularly helpful orientation for those new in their role. Participants
will then meet in one follow-up session for ongoing support and to help implement the
principles shared in the seminar, as well as to address specific questions and concerns regarding continuing, effective ministry.
Times for the sessions are 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. July 24 and 9 a.m. to noon on July 25. A
follow-up session will be held Feb. 5, 2013, at the United Methodist Center in Springfield
from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Registration is $50 for the first registrant from a church; $30 for additional registrants
from the same church/charge. The registration fee for each seminar includes lunch, dinner
and materials. Accommodations and other meals are on your own.

Motel accommodations

The Sheraton Four Points in downtown Peoria offers a special rate if you identify yourself as being with the Illinois Great Rivers Conference when reserving a room for the two
Peoria workshops. The Baymont Inn has a special block rate for the August workshop in
Springfield.

Seminar leader

Dr. Doug Anderson is executive director of the Bishop Rueben Job Center for Leadership Development at Dakota Wesleyan University. He was a district superintendent and
pastor of several growing churches of different sizes in The United Methodist Church and
now also serves on the Indiana Conference Congregational Development team.
He has led a variety of practical church seminars and consultations for more than 25
years. He is a member of the Academy for Spiritual Formation of the Upper Room. He
has taught at the United Methodist School of Congregational Development (including
Copenhagen, Denmark) for the last 7 years - and will teach a ministry track again this year
in Nashville, TN. He is the co-author with Bishop Michael Coyner of the award-winnning
book The Race to Reach Out. And best of all, his seminars are energetic effective and fun.

Parish Nurse Retreat Aug. 24-25
The Fourth Annual Parish Nurse retreat will be held Aug. 24-25 at the Chiara
Center in Springfield.
Sessions will run from 5:30 to 9 p.m. Aug. 24 and 9 a.m.to 3 p.m. Aug. 25.
Individual sessions will focus on the following topics:
• Emotional and Spiritual Care for Victims of Disasters
• Disability Awareness for Your Faith Community
• Please Help Me, I’m Falling! Balance and Mobility in Older Adults
• Complementary / Alternative Medicine (CAM) in Parish Nurse Practice
Online registration will begin on June 15.

Leading a Church Staff: Basic Tools for Effective Lead Pastors
July 25-26, Peoria First UMC
Register at www.igrc.org/leadpastors
The role of the lead pastor is an exciting and challenging one as a spiritual leader. Helping people be effective as lead pastors is the goal of this seminar. Participants will focus
attention and discussion on these issues and topics that are central to the ministry of the
lead pastor: staff roles, developing mission and vision, staff covenant, coach a staff, communication, developing leaders, staff systems and functioning, and growing spiritual community. Participants will learn models, tips, theories and practical handles to help them
function compassionately, competently and confidently as lead pastor. The key issues that
this seminar will focus on to help the church successfully make the necessary transition to
grow are purposeful leadership, coaching staff adn developing a leadership network.
The seminar will include cases and resources from the leader and the participants, as
well as significant time for discussion. This will be a particularly helpful orientation for
those new in their role. Participants will then meet in one follow-up session for ongoing
support and to help implement the principles shared in the seminar, as well as to address
specific questions and concerns regarding continuing, effective ministry.
Times of the sessions are 1 to 9 p.m. July 25 and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. July 26. The follow-up
session will be held Feb. 5, 2013, from 4 to 9 p.m. at the Conference Center in Springfield.
Registration is $35 for each registrant. The registration fee for each seminar includes
lunch, dinner and materials. Accommodations and other meals are on your own.

Mastering the Middle: Ministry in a Mid-Sized Church
Aug. 22-23, United Methodist Center, Springfield
Register online at www.igrc.org/middle
The mid-sized church (average worship attendance 100-175) has some interesting and
challenging dynamics. It is small enough to act like a small church, to the detriment of
continuing outreach and growth.
The issues to be addressed during this seminar include: caring systems, decision-making processes, assimilation of newcomers, discipling, pastoral role of care and leadership,
small group life, ministry specialties and developing lay ministries. The key issues that
this seminar will focus on to help the church successfully make the necessary transition to
grow are meeting nights and mentoring, monthly ministry and a care system.
Participants will also explore the relevant theory of mid-sized churches and find practical skills and models to effectively minister in this church size. Participants will then
meet in one follow-up session for ongoing support and to help implement the principles
shared in the seminar, as well as to address specific questions and concerns regarding continuing, effective ministry.
The seminar sessions will be from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Aug. 22 and from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Aug. 23. A follow-up session will be held Feb. 6 from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Conference
Center in Springfield.
Registration is $50 for each registrant. The registration fee includes meals and materials.
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