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Our converts are few

Deaths

Welcoming celebration planned
SPRINGFIELD – The Area Episcopacy Committee will host a 

welcome celebration for Bishop Jonathan and Beverly Keaton 
on Sunday, Sept. 30, at Springfield First UMC, beginning at 4 
p.m.

Persons wishing to send greetings of welcome to the Ke-
atons may do so by emailing bishop@igrc.org, or letters can be 
mailed to the Illinois Area Office, P. O. Box 19215, Springfield, 
IL  62794-9215.

Farewell offering bolsters 
Imagine No Malaria efforts

SPRINGFIELD – A total of $50,000 was received during the 
month of August as the Illinois Great Rivers Conference inches 
closer to its $2.3 million goal for Imagine No Malaria.

The $50,000 includes $16,000 which was given in two fare-
well celebrations for Bishop Gregory and Cynthia Palmer at 

Normal Calvary UMC on Aug. 12 and Fairview Heights Christ 
UMC on Aug. 19. The $50,000 total does not include funds 
donated directly to Imagine No Malaria online or through the 
mail in August. It only includes funds remitted to the Confer-
ence office.

Most of the offerings at the farewell celebrations came by 
the way of individual gifts. What was missing, and this is criti-
cal in meeting the $320,000 necessary to go over the top, were 
special offerings from congregations.  Congregations can still 
take up a special offering and both congregations and indi-
viduals can make pledges which will also be included toward 
the $2.3 million goal. 

A suggested amount given prior to the farewell celebra-
tions was for churches to take their average worship atten-
dance and multiply it by $7 per attendee. If all churches made 
that level of commitment, the $2.3 million goal would be 
reached.

Persons are reminded that once the goal is reached, pay-
ment of pledges is necessary in order for that $2.3 million com-
mitment to be fully realized.   
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events&announcementsTo all persons whom I am called to serve in Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference: I greet you in the name of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Beverly and I are in the final throes of moving. Our 
two daughters have decided to move as well – to another 
place in Lansing, Mich., versus coming with us. We will 
arrive in Springfield with a status that has been a long 
time coming -- “Empty Nesters.” 

An article that I penned for the now defunct Michi-
gan Christian Advocate in December 2005 raised to 
prominence a melody that you will hear from me the 
entirety of my episcopacy in the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference. Namely, our mission is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Below 
is the script that pervades the length and breadth of my 
ministry.            
Our Converts are Few

Dare I sound the focus of my episcopacy to begin the 
New Year?  Unequivocally, yes. “Making Disciples of Je-
sus Christ for the Transformation of the World” will not 
leave me alone. 

You, gentle readers, must be weary of this spotlight. 
This I know, Christ’s joyful challenge of disciple-making 
causes my heart to ache. What pains me all too often is 
a familiar realization in numerous Methodist circles, our 
converts are few. Surely, I am not bereft of the skills, com-
mitment and/or vision of Mr. Wesley, John the Baptist 
and Lydia who started a house church in Acts 16. 

Or, am I?
Upon my 1996 arrival in East Ohio Conference as 

Bishop-elect, Bishop Boulton passed on to me a book en-

titled Sacerdos Et Pontifex. Bishop Kelly, a Roman Catho-
lic Bishop, published it in 1940. A lengthy quote from the 
author has torn at my spirit ever since. His words have 
served as a disturbing mirror with regard to my own dis-
ciple making. 

Bishop Kelly wrote:  
“…it is your own soul that comes first. Only when that 

is safe will the overflow of good from it help others. You can 
do all things, but only in Him that sent you.”  

Kelly went on to say, 
“That lesson I did not learn early enough, or rather 

did not fully understand from the beginning; not indeed 
until the fever of action had long had a grip on me. Con-
sequently I feel that for me there were many lost years. I 
did go out on the highways and by the hedges and I was 
an ardent and zealous servant. I organized, I wrote, I went 
to conventions. Did I get anything more out of it all than a 
transient reputation?  Almost nothing!! There arose a dis-
turbing fact to face me:  my converts were few. I know other 
priests who apparently had not been one-tenth as zealous 
as myself, priests who could not be dragged to conventions, 
who scarcely ever left the confines of their parishes, but 
who had the spiritual children denied me…  

You may be inclined – and in perfect good faith – to 
say that I am exaggerating, that indirectly I must have 
made hosts of converts. But if I did, I was denied the joy of 
meeting and instructing them.”  

Far too often, this has been my fate. Still, I press on 
toward the mark described in Matthew 28:19-20. 

What think ye?  See you soon. 

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

$5.00/person to enter maze (5 and under free)

Auburn United Methodist Church - 14100 State Route 4 - Auburn, IL  62615   

Web-site: www.auburn-umc.org  or  e-mail: Auburn.CornMaze@yahoo.com
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Paul Anders, husband of IGRC retired local pas-
tor Joyce Anders, died Aug. 15.

Together the Anders served Brighton St. Paul for 
17 years from 1989 to 2006 and Bunker Hill follow-
ing retirement in 2006. 

Condolences may be sent to: Rev. Joyce Anders, 
4074 Alpine Acres Lane, Brighton, IL  62012-2908.

Doris Semingson, wife of retired IGRC pastor 
Rev. Marshall Semingson, died Aug. 7. The Seming-
sons served Eldorado First, Godfrey and Centralia 
Faith-Central City in the former Southern Illinois 
Conference prior to retirement in 1991. 

Condolences may be sent to the family; among 
those surviving family members is Rev. Marshall 
Semingson, 84 Lester Ave., Apt. 629, Nashville, TN 
37210-4279 and her granddaughter, Amy (Rev. 
Grant) Armstrong, 114 N. Blair Dr., Normal, IL 61761.

Stella Alice Webb, widow of the Rev. Julius J. 
Webb, died July 20, in Herrin.

She and her husband served local churches in 
the former Southern Illinois Conference. He retired 
from the General Board of Global Ministries in 1978.

A full obituary may be found at www.hughesfu-
neralhomes.com and messages for the family can 
be submitted there on-line.

Charlene Hull, a former staff member for 
Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund for many 
years, having worked with Rev. Vernie Barnett, died 
July 24. 

Expressions of sympathy can be sent to Wayne 
Hull, 3434 E. Fulton, Decatur IL 62521.  

Charles Blickensderfer, a lay member from the 
Mackinaw UMC in the Illinois River District, died July 
24. He has been very active in his local church and 
has been a volunteer usher at Annual Conference 
for many years. 

He has three sons, Roger (wife Christy who 
works at the Conference office), Paul & Dale all from 
Illinois.

Cards and notes of sympathy may be sent to Do-
lores Blickensderfer, 400 West Fourth St., Mackinaw, 
IL 61755.

Retired pastor Rev. John Kovalcik died Aug. 23. 
Rev. Kolvalcik pastored several churches in the for-
mer Central Illinois Conference, retiring in 1991.  A 
memorial service will be held at 3 p.m. Sept. 15, at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Decatur.  Con-
dolences may be sent to his wife, Anne, at: 3764 
Mundell Rd., Eureka Springs, AR  72631-8935.

Rev. Manuel Munoz died Aug. 27.  Rev. Munoz 
was a Hispanic pastor who served Rock Island His-
panic UMC after coming to Illinois in 1977 with his 
wife and seven children as a part of a refugee reset-
tlement in Chile. Condolences may be sent to wife, 
Alicia, at:  1004 13th St., Moline  IL  61401.

announcements
One of two Church and Society events cancelled

BLOOMINGTON – The event, Rebuilding the Ruined Cities conference 
scheduled for Oct. 20 has been cancelled. However, the Sept. 29 event at Mt. 
Vernon First UMC is proceeding as scheduled from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Cost for the Mt. Vernon event is $30 per person and persons can register 
online at www.igrc.org/ruinedcities through Sept. 21.

Churches interested in starting a ministry for the local people in need are 
invited to participate in a discussion about: coordinating with local agencies, 
recruiting volunteers, setting appropriate ministry boundaries and working 
with local businesses.

 Churches with existing systems and policies for helping those in need 
are invited to attend and bring along their ministry information to network 
with peers, gain up-to-date regional information and receive feedback on the 
questions that have arisen in their ministry.

IGRC hosts NCJ Religion & Race learning event
BLOOMINGTON -- The Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference will be host 

for Living Into the Vision: Becoming the Beloved Community, the 2012 annual 
learning event of the North Central Jurisdiction’s Commission on Religion and 
Race.

The event will be held at the Doubletree Inn & Conference Center in 
Bloomington Oct. 19-21.

Cross-racial/cross-cultural appointments represent a nexus point for our 
prevailing conversations on congregational vitality, denominational growth, 
and relevance. A panel will discuss best practices as well as strategies for 
building relationships and multi-cultural ministries. 

Erin Hawkins, general secretary for the General Commission on Religion 
and Race, will lead the opening plenary session.  Several panels exploring 
interfaith dialogue and congregational vitality viewed through multi-cultural 
lenses will also be presented. 

Three training workshop sessions are a part of Saturday’s schedule, with 
each session designed to address pragmatic and practical applications of 
cross cultural ministry in the local church. 

For more information about the learning event, visit www.igrc.org/events/
detail/2029 to download the brochure and register online through Sept. 27.

Junior High YAR Oct. 12-14
CARLINVILLE – Registration is now open for Junior High YAR which will be 

Oct. 12-14 at Lake Williamson Christian Conference Center in Carlinville.
Rev. Joanne Cox, Evangelism in Contemporary Culture Officer in the 

Connexional Team, which is part of the British Methodist Church, will be the 
speaker. She is the co-editor of The Call and the Commission, published in 
2008, and has continued to research Christian leadership in new forms and 
expressions of church through her (now completed) doctoral studies. 

She is part of the leadership team at Sanctuary – a young adult’s commu-
nity based at Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, London. Joanne drinks tea, 
grows raspberries, and, based on a two-year old resolution, is determined to 
continue to learn a new recipe every month. During the last few years, Joanne 
has travelled to Singapore, studied in the United States and served the Meth-
odist Church in Chile, and taught in Sweden.

The Great Romance will be the worship band.
Links for online registration, registration packets and all the forms can be 

found at www.igrc.org/jhyar.

2012 Liberia Partners Summit
ALTON – A gathering of partners with Liberia aimed a coordinating and 

maximizing efforts of evangelization, education, health care and economic 
opportunity among various annual conferences will be held Nov. 15-17 at 
Alton Main Street UMC.

The purpose of the event is to celebrate and enhance the working relation-
ships which United Methodist conferences and individuals in the United 
States and globally have with the Liberia Annual Conference. During three-
day summit, the group will explore specific areas that may include but are 
not limited to: Ganta Hospital construction project, other joint construction 
projects, agricultural projects, self-sustainable projects, training opportunities, 
student scholarships, pastor salary support, missionary salary support, as well 
as Advance Special projects.

Registration cost is $95. Register on-line by Oct. 31 at: 2012 Liberia Summit. 
Hotel reservations under a special block rate must be made by the individual 
by Oct. 1.

Visit www.igrc.org/events/detail/2248 for more information.

Ignition Conference Oct. 26-27
TROY – The 2012 Ignition Middle School Conference will be Oct. 26-27 at 

Troy UMC.
Sponsored by Harvest Ministry Team, the conference is aimed at middle 

school students grades 6 to 8 and is designed to bring youth closer to Christ.
Lisa Joiner, middle school pastor at Central Christian Church in Mt. Vernon, 

will be the speaker, with music provided by Harvest Ministry Team.
More information and registration can be found at www.ignitionconfer-

ence.org.

Connexional Team, which is part of the British Methodist Church, will be the 
speaker. She is the co-editor of 
2008, and has continued to research Christian leadership in new forms and 
expressions of church through her (now completed) doctoral studies. 

nity based at Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, London. Joanne drinks tea, nity based at Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, London. Joanne drinks tea, 
grows raspberries, and, based on a two-year old resolution, is determined to grows raspberries, and, based on a two-year old resolution, is determined to 
continue to learn a new recipe every month. During the last few years, Joanne 
has travelled to Singapore, studied in the United States and served the Meth
odist Church in Chile, and taught in Sweden.

found at 

2012 Liberia Partners Summit

Preachers’ Aid Society sponsors seminars on 

financial success, preparing for retire
ment

BLOOMINGTON – Preachers’ Aid 

Society and Benefit Fund will host two 

seminars aimed at persons in different 

times of their ministries.

Financial Success in Life and in the 

Church will be Oct. 19-20 at Double-

tree Hotel and Conference Center in 

Bloomington. This seminar is targeted 

for clergy and spouses in their first 10 

years of ministry.

Topics which will be covered in-

clude: personal financial planning 

(debt, creating a budget, covering 

personal risks); United Methodist 

pension plans; IGRC health insurance 

plan, clergy taxes, stewardship in the 

church, reducing financial risk in the 

church, building a realistic church 

budget and individual meetings with 

a financial planner.

Registration is $30 per person and $50 

per couple. Cost of lodging is on your 

own although PASBF has a block of 

rooms reserved  and reservations can 

be made at registration time prior to 

the block deadline of Sept. 19. Pen-

sion projections will also be available 

for participant if registered prior to 

Oct. 12.

Register online at www.igrc.org/fi-

nancialsuccess.  Download an event 

brochure at www.igrc.org/events/

detail/2271.

Are You Ready for Retirement?, a semi-

nar for clergy and spouses that are 

10 years or less from retirement, will 

be Nov. 9-10 at Doubletree Hotel and 

Conference Center in Bloomington.

Topics to be covered include: The UM 

pension plan, health insurance for 

retirees, taxes in retirement, Medicare/

Medicaid, housing options and chang-

es, adjusting to retirement, identity 

changes, boundaries as retired clergy, 

relationship with spouse and rest and 

relaxation.

Registration is $30 per person and $50 

per couple. Cost of lodging is on your 

own although PASBF has a block of 

rooms reserved  and reservations can 

be made at registration time prior to 

the block deadline of Oct. 9. Pension 

projections will also be available for 

participant if registered prior to Nov. 

2.

Register online at www.igrc.org/retire-

ment.  Download an event brochure at 

www.igrc.org/events/detail/2273.

Whitler to speak at Women’s RetreatMAKANDA – Christian author/musician Celia Whitler will be the keynote speaker at a women’s retreat at Little Grassy Camp Sept. 21-22.Cost for the weekend is $80 for women 35 and younger, $150 for women over the age of 35.
Download an event brochure at www.igrc.org/events/detail/2201. Online registra-tion is open through Sept. 1 at www.igrc.org/Celia.

Dear friends in Jesus Christ:

That the last 45 days have been a whirlwind is an under-
statement of enormous proportions. But the whirlwind of 
change has been filled with blessing upon blessing. Albeit in a 
compressed timetable there have been numerous opportuni-
ties for expressing our impact on the other. 

Cynthia and I have and will continue to cherish into a 
long future every sign and expression of your love and ap-
preciation. We have been blown away by letters, cards, emails, 
speeches, jokes, dinners, parties, worship services, gifts and 
more. Thank you. We have attempted to collect all of these 
in such a way that now and again we can refer back to them 
as symbolic of a time when it was “all good.” What has really 
been astonishing is what you have caught onto about us. Over 
these last several weeks you have rehearsed these things in the 
most tender and raucously funny ways. 

To coin a phrase: “you get us.”
Thank you from the center of our hearts. We couldn’t be 

more delighted that you are in an all-out push to reach our 
goal for Imagine No Malaria. We are so honored.

It has been an awesome privilege to walk with you for four 
years. I have learned so much by being a servant leader in 
your midst. I have been stretched in ways that I needed to be. 
I have been pushed in directions that were good for me but 
most of all for the mission.  

I will try to avoid circling the drain of woulda, coulda, 
shoulda. Now you know how deeply committed I am to re-
flection and self-examination. But the approach really matters. 

The alternative reflective approach to woulda, coulda, shoulda 
is the next time. It will not be possible to ever exactly replicate 
any moment or experience we have had. But there are certain 
patterns in ministry and life that recur. So for all of the next 
times please know that you have been and will continue to be 
wonderful tutors. Thank you.

I do not know if you attended, have seen or recall the 
wonderful service of welcome and installation that you threw 
in the early fall 2008. But during that service when I had the 
privilege of addressing you I said in part, “if you could make 
all the people you come in contact with feel as loved and 
welcomed as we feel today we would be having a completely 
different conversation about worship attendance and church 
membership.” When I arrived here I was given a copy of a 
document that contained the following vision statement for 
the IGRC: “All the physically and spiritually hungry people of 
our world feasting on God’s abundant grace at God’s table so 
that they experience God’s unconditional love for them, are 
formed in that love, and are sent to live and share that love 
with the individuals and institutions of our world.” Wow. 

So while we are in the midst of a leadership change we 
have a clear vision of God’s yearning for the world and a 
compelling mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. With the vision before us and 
the mission driving us and the triune God at work with us our 
future is assured. AMEN. With much love I am,

Your servant in Jesus Christ,
Gregory Vaughn Palmer

In the midst of a whirlwind: ‘Thank You!’



Editor’s note: Video gambling interests are pressuring 
city councils to allow video gambling throughout the 

state of Illinois. Communities which previously have “opted out” are now 
voting to allow video gambling. Among the communities, Quincy and Car-
bondale had  “opted out” only to reverse course earlier this month.

The Quincy City Council is mulling over legalizing video 
gambling machines in Quincy. It remains to be seen what 
they will do, but I have the sneaking suspicion that it will pass.

As Glenn Frey wrote in his song, The Smuggler’s Blues: “It’s 
the lure of eacy money, it’s got a very strong appeal. Perhaps 
you’d understand it better, standing in my shoes, It’s the ultimate 
enticement…”

Frey was singing about the cocaine trade.
Easy money is always addictive…even more than cocaine. 

That’s why people drop billions in casinos. I had a member 
of a church I served in the Quad Cities, who had overcome 
an addiction to alcohol. One day, he decided to check out 
the gambling boat. In one afternoon, he lost $9,000. His wife 
threatened to leave him, if he ever gambled again. He didn’t. 

But, he did drop dead of a heart attack about six weeks later, 
leaving his wife with the debt.

There was another boat, just across the river, in Iowa. The 
people of Davenport had agreed to have one. One of the con-
ditions that they imposed was a limit of $500 on what a single 
gambler could lose in one day. They could go back the next 
day and lose another $500, if they wished, and continue to do 
so, day after day. But, the Rock Island boat (where the gentle-
man had lost $9,000 in one afternoon) had no such limit, and 
soon all the big losers were dumping their cash in Illinois.

The voters in Davenport then went back to the polls to re-
scind the $500 loss limit on their boat, so they could compete 
for all the money flowing out of the pockets of people who 
were, in many cases, addicted gamblers, throwing away their 
life savings…and then some. They approved the lifting of the 
limit. So you can go bust just as fast in Davenport as Rock 
Island. That’s progress.

But in many ways, the real addicts are the people… and 
the governments… which profit from the business. It’s easy 
money! People just hand it over to you! And, as long as you 
don’t care whether or not they can really afford to do so, you 
can make a killing without ever really producing anything. 
So, do you think those businesses and governments will be 
motivated to prevent addictive gambling? Or will they…like 

the state of Illinois…run ads selling the notion that you can 
become a bazillionaire if only you pour enough of your cash 
into their machines?

Will civilization collapse if video poker for money comes 
to Quincy? No. But, I seriously doubt all those jobs that are 
promised, if we only allow it, will show up, either. I’ve been in 
cities that had casinos, and they had far less positive impact 
than promised.

The disasters will largely be quiet ones. Concealed by the 
shame of people who were enticed by easy money and 
sucked into disastrous debt.  I’ve known people who attempt-
ed suicide in such circumstances.

The churches, will be lambasted as alarmist prudes for rais-
ing these issues. But, we get to see the folks you don’t see in 
the commercials for riverboats and Vegas.

The losers.
The irony is that those who choose to overlook the costs of 

gambling in a bid for the promise of easy money, are prob-
ably also quietly betting that those same churches will be 
there to tend to the victims.

I hope that’s a safe bet.  

(Reprinted with permission from The Union Messenger for Aug. 1, the 
newsletter of Quincy Union UMC)
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Editor’s note: The Mindset List was created at Beloit College in 1998 to 
reflect the world view of entering first year students. It started with the 
members of the class of 2002, born in 1980.

What started as a witty way of saying to faculty col-
leagues "watch your references," has turned into a globally 
reported and utilized guide to the intelligent if unprepared 
adolescent consciousness. It is requested by thousands 
of readers, reprinted in hundreds of print and electronic 
publications, and used for a wide variety of purposes. It 
immediately caught the imagination of the public, and in 
the ensuing years, has drawn responses from around the 
world. This site now gets more than a million hits a year.

This year’s entering college class of 2016 was born into 
cyberspace and they have therefore measured their output 
in the fundamental particles of life: bits, bytes, and bauds. 
They have come to political consciousness during a time 
of increasing doubts about America’s future, and are en-
tering college bombarded by questions about jobs and the 
value of a college degree. They have never needed an actual 
airline “ticket,” a set of bound encyclopedias, or Romper 
Room. Members of this year’s freshman class, most of 
them born in 1994, are probably the most tribal generation 
in history and they despise being separated from contact 
with friends. They prefer to watch television everywhere 
except on a television, have seen a woman lead the U.S. 
State Department for most of their lives, and can carry 
school books--those that are not on their e-Readers--in 
backpacks that roll. 

The class of 2016 was born the year of the professional 
baseball strike and the last year for NFL football in Los 
Angeles. They have spent much of their lives helping their 
parents understand that you don’t take pictures on “film” 
and that CDs and DVDs are not “tapes.” Those parents 
have been able to review the crime statistics for the col-
leges their children have applied to and then pop an Aleve 
as needed. In these students’ lifetimes, with MP3 players 
and iPods, they seldom listen to the car radio. A quarter of 
the entering students already have suffered some hearing 
loss. Since they've been born, the United States has mea-
sured progress by a 2 percent jump in unemployment and 
a 16-cent rise in the price of a first class postage stamp.

Each August since 1998, Beloit College has released the 
Beloit College Mindset List, providing a look at the cultural 
touchstones that shape the lives of students entering col-
lege this fall. The creation of Beloit’s former Public Affairs 
Director Ron Nief and Keefer Professor of the Humani-
ties Tom McBride, authors of The Mindset Lists of Ameri-
can History: From Typewriters to Text Messages, What Ten 
Generations of Americans Think Is Normal (John Wiley 
and Sons), it was originally created as a reminder to faculty 
to be aware of dated references. It quickly became an inter-
nationally monitored catalog of the changing worldview 
of each new college generation. Mindset List websites at 
themindsetlist.com and Beloit.edu, as well as the Mediasite 
webcast and their Facebook page receive more than a mil-
lion visits annually.

For those who cannot comprehend that it has been 18 
years since this year’s entering college students were born, 
they should recognize that the next four years will go even 
faster, confirming the authors’ belief that “generation gaps 

have always needed glue.”
 

The Mindset List for the Class of 2016

For this generation of entering college students, born 
in 1994, Kurt Cobain, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Rich-
ard Nixon and John Wayne Gacy have always been dead.

1. They should keep their eyes open for Justin Bieber or 
    Dakota Fanning at freshman orientation.
2. They have always lived in cyberspace, addicted to a 
     new generation of “electronic narcotics.”
3. The Biblical sources of terms such as “Forbidden 
     Fruit,” “The writing on the wall,” “Good Samaritan,” 
      and “The Promised Land” are unknown to most of 
      them.
4. Michael Jackson’s family, not the Kennedys, 
     constitutes “American Royalty.”
5. If they miss The Daily Show, they can always get their 
    news on YouTube. 
6. Their lives have been measured in the fundamental 
    particles of life: bits, bytes, and bauds.
7. Robert De Niro is thought of as Greg Focker's long-
   suffering father-in-law, not as Vito Corleone or Jimmy   
   Conway.
8. Bill Clinton is a senior statesman of whose presidency 
   they have little knowledge.
9. They have never seen an airplane “ticket.”
10. On TV and in films, the ditzy dumb blonde female 
     generally has been replaced by a couple of Dumb and 
     Dumber males. 
11. The paradox "too big to fail" has been, for their 
      generation, what "we had to destroy the village in 
      order to save it" was for their grandparents'.
12. For most of their lives, maintaining relations 
       between the U.S. and the rest of the world has been 
       a woman’s job in the State Department.
13. They can’t picture people actually carrying luggage 
      through airports rather than rolling it.
14. There has always been football in Jacksonville but 
       never in Los Angeles.
15. Having grown up with MP3s and iPods, they never 
      listen to music on the car radio and really have no 
      use for radio at all.
16. Since they've been born, the United States has 
      measured progress by a 2 percent jump in 
      unemployment and a 16 cent rise in the price of a 
      first class postage stamp.
 17. Benjamin Braddock, having given up both a career 
       in plastics and a relationship with Mrs. Robinson, 
       could be their grandfather.
 18. Their folks have never gazed with pride on a new 
        set of bound encyclopedias on the bookshelf.
 19. The Green Bay Packers have always celebrated with 
        the Lambeau Leap.

 20. Exposed bra straps have always been a fashion 
        statement, not a wardrobe malfunction to be 
        corrected quietly by well-meaning friends.
 21. A significant percentage of them will enter college 
       already displaying some hearing loss.
 22. The Real World has always stopped being polite and 
        started getting real on MTV.
 23. Women have always piloted war planes and space 
       shuttles.
 24. White House security has never felt it necessary to 
       wear rubber gloves when gay groups have visited.
 25. They have lived in an era of instant stardom and 
       self-proclaimed celebrities, famous for being 
       famous.
 26. Having made the acquaintance of Furby at an early 
       age, they have expected their toy friends to do ever 
       more unpredictable things.
 27. Outdated icons with images of floppy discs for 
       “save,” a telephone for “phone,” and a snail mail 
       envelope for “mail” have oddly decorated their 
       tablets and smart phone screens.
 28. Star Wars has always been just a film, not a defense 
       strategy.
 29. They have had to incessantly remind their parents 
       not to refer to their CDs and DVDs as “tapes.”
 30. There have always been blue M&Ms, but no tan 
       ones.’
 31. Along with online viewbooks, parents have always 
       been able to check the crime stats for the colleges 
       their kids have selected.
 32. Newt Gingrich has always been a key figure in 
       politics, trying to change the way America thinks 
       about everything.
33. They have come to political consciousness during a 
      time of increasing doubts about America’s future.
34. Billy Graham is as familiar to them as Otto Graham 
      was to their parents.
35. Probably the most tribal generation in history, they 
      despise being separated from contact with their 
      similar-aged friends. 
36. Stephen Breyer has always been an Associate Justice 
       on the U.S. Supreme Court.
37. Martin Lawrence has always been banned from 
      hosting Saturday Night Live.
38. Slavery has always been unconstitutional in 
      Mississippi, and Southern Baptists have always been 
     apologizing for supporting it in the first place.
39. The Metropolitan Opera House in New York has 
      always translated operas on seatback screens.
40. A bit of the late Gene Roddenberry, creator of Star 
      Trek, has always existed in space.
41. Good music programmers are rock stars to the 
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LOCAL
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Benefit concert raises 
$6,000 for INM
ALEDO -- A June 30 Malaria No More Concert in 
Aledo raised $6,000 for Imagine No Malaria.

In all, five hours of Christian music combined with 
testimonies of personal contact with malaria and 
games for children complemented cooperative 
weather.

New Salem VBS supports 
malaria efforts with $130 offering
NEW BERLIN -- Proving that they may have been 
small in number, but big in heart, the 16 children 
who participated in New Salem UMC’s Vacation 
Bible School held the week of July 9, collected 
$130.41 for the “Imagine No Malaria” campaign. 

Each Vacation Bible School participant was given 
a special bank to collect donations from friends, 
neighbors, family members, and at the end of the 
week, the donations were totaled. Throughout the 
week, the children learned about how lives of chil-
dren in Africa can be saved by bed nets that can 
keep away Malaria infected mosquitoes. Each bed 
net costs $10, and the VBS children were thrilled 
to know that their donations would purchase 13 
bed nets. 

The theme of New Salem UMC’s Vacation Bible 
School this year was Camp E.D.G.E., which stands 
for Experience and Discover God Everywhere. 
Incorporating the themes of nature, hiking and 
camping, tents were placed throughout the 
church and covered with bed nets. Every time 
$10 was raised for the purchase of a bed net, the 
children were allowed to “swat away” a “fake” mos-
quito off the bed net on the tent with a flyswatter.

Renew the Green VBS 
at Cahokia Park UMC
CAHOKIA – A total of 49 children and 27 adults 
learned about the Parable of the Sower, growing 
in faith, having fun and learning how to change 
the world together at Cahokia Park UMC June 
18-22.

In all, the adult leadership represented nine differ-
ent congregations. Through hands-on activities, 
creative snacks story-telling and lively songs, the 
children in attendance learned how the Parable 
of the Sower related to their own hearts, and how 
they could apply the lessons they learned to their 
involvement in the community and around the 
world.

Fans for Fairfield keeps things 
cool in the summer
FAIRFIELD -- Because Southern Illinois summers 
are very hot and humid, members of Fairfield First 
UMC decided they would help those in the com-
munity that either do not have air conditioning or 
perhaps their air conditioning is substandard.

Members purchased three-speed box fans and 
distributed them. As a way to keep the financial 
burden off the church budget, the congregation 
held a rummage sale in the church’s fellowship 
hall and a pork burger sale. More than $2,200 was 
raised during this one-day event and the first 100 
fans were ordered.

As the summer heat intensified, so did the need 
for cooling. At one point, the church had pur-
chased every box fan in the community, and in a 
matter of minutes, all of the fans were given out.

Several distributions have been made with a total 
of 250 fans distributed not only in Fairfield but 
throughout Wayne County.

(list continued on pg. 11, see Mindset)

BRIEFS

The Orville N. Mueth Chapter of the UMM in Caseyville pre-
sented to one of its members the chapter’s 13th John Wesley 
Fellowship Award.

President Rick Penny, right, presented the award July 15 to 
Larry Green, pictured left. Green has been a UMM member 
for more than 50 years and a diligent worker at the church 
behind the scenes.

Green was presented with his plaque and tie pin during the 
morning worship service. His family was in attendance and 
as is tradition, he did not know of the award in advance. 
Green is always willing to do the work of the church as long 
as it is quietly and with little attention. With this unselfish-
ness, he sets an example for the community, his family and 
his church. 

Caseyville UMC, located in the Mississippi River District, has 
about 200 members. The men’s group, lead for years by the 
late Orville N. Mueth, has a great desire to support United 
Methodist Men’s ministries.  desire to support United Meth-
odist Men’s ministries. There are more than  40 EMS/Legacy 
Builder members and an active group of volunteers.

Caseyville has nine living John Wesley Fellows with one 
member awarded twice. There are three women in the 
group and almost 10 women on the EMS rolls.  
Photo courtesy of Rick Penny.  

Fithian UMC recently honored Joy Love Johnston, who 
has taught first and second grade Sunday School since 
1955. She is still teaching after turning 90 in January 2012 
and has no plans to retire anytime soon.  The July 15 cel-
ebration included two of her students from the first class 
as well as students from her current class. Two current 
students – Mason High, left, and Lacey Harrison, right, are 
pictured with Johnston. Both Mason and Lacey’s parents 
were former students of Johnston’s. The children are don-
ning paper ears that say, “Listen to God’s word” and the 
other, “Love the Lord your God withyou’re your heart.” In 
all, 129 were in attendance for the service and dinner that 
followed. Photo courtesy of Melody West. 

Marshall First UMC sponsored three communi-
ty projects for Change the World Day on May 19th.   
A group of volunteers headed by Joe Schroder, lay 
leader, painted the office building at the Marshall 
Cemetery. The Cemetery Board provided the paint 
and the group provided the labor on the hottest day 
of the year so far.

A second volunteer group headed by Alan Gos-
smann, church member, participated in a sidewalk 
survey for the City of Marshall. Participants chose 
various routes to walk and chart where the walks 
needed to be repaired. This project will be ongoing 
until it is completed. We plan to finish this summer.

The third project was a community wide appeal 
for donations of peanut butter for the Marshall 
Food and Clothing Cooperative. Peanut butter was 
collected from area collection sites. 60 large jars of 
peanut butter were delivered.

The 25 volunteers enjoyed lunch and visiting 
together at noon in the second parsonage now used 
for church activities.  Ideas for next year's Change 
the World Day are now being discussed. 

RANKIN -- Ninety members and guests enjoyed the 
Centennial Celebration of the Rankin United Methodist 
Church July 22. The original church building burned on 
Dec. 31, 1911, and in November 1912, the new building was 
dedicated. 

Iroquois River District Superintendent Rev. In-Sook 
Hwang gave the message during the morning worship ser-
vice, after which everyone enjoyed an old fashioned potluck 
dinner with homemade ice cream. Many guests participated 

in a cake walk and, although it was a very hot day, some 
played croquet (after all, they didn’t have air conditioning 
in 1912!)

Some members dressed in fashions of 1912 and there 
was a display of documents and photographs from the past 
100 years in the life of the church. Items were also collected 
to put into a time capsule. The dinner was held in the new 
fellowship hall built in 2006.  

Rankin United Methodists celebrate 100 years
Allan Gossmann tells sidewalk surveyors what to look for. 
Photo courtesy of Marshall First UMC.

Change the World Day at Marshall First UMC
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Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton has served as the resident bishop of the Michigan Area, 
which includes the Detroit and West Michigan Conferences, since September 1, 2004. 
Prior to his Michigan Area appointment, he served for eight years as resident bishop of 
the Ohio East Area. 

Bishop Keaton was elected to the Episcopacy in 1996 after serving for six years as the 
district superintendent of the Aurora District in the Northern Illinois Annual Conference. 
Prior to that, he was an Associate Council Director in Northern Illinois for eight years re-
sponsible for church and society, ethnic minority local churches and spiritual formation. 
Bishop Keaton also served two local churches: Broadway UMC in Rockford, Ill. and St. 
Luke UMC in Chicago, Ill. Bishop Keaton was elected to three General Conference delega-
tions with the Northern Illinois Conference and was the head of the delegation in 1996. 
 
An active servant on the general church level, Bishop Keaton served as a member of the 
General Council on Ministries and is currently a member of the coordinating committee 
for the Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century program, having served as 
chairperson of that committee from 1996-2008. He is also currently a member of the 
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. His past involvement with general 
agencies include the General Board of Global Ministry from 1996-2004, and The United 
Methodist Development Fund from 1996-2004, where he served as president. Bishop 
Keaton has also been a member of the New District Superintendent/Council Directors 
Training Committee since 1996.
 
Bishop Keaton graduated with a Master's of Divinity Studies from Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary where he later received a Doctorate in Sacred Theology. Awarded 
the Distinguished Alumni Award from Garrett in 2001, he was also a teaching assistant 
at Garrett in communications, ethics and society, church and the Black experience. 
Originally from Fort Smith, Arkansas, Bishop Keaton received his Bachelor's of Science 
degree from Philander Smith College and was awarded the Outstanding Service Award. 
Philander Smith is one of the eleven colleges and universities supported by The United 
Methodist Church's Black College Fund.
 
Bishop Keaton has co-authored two books, The Confessions of Three Ebony Bishops with 
Bishop Edsel A. Ammons and Bishop Ernest S. Lyght and Our Father, Where Are the Fa-
thers? with Bishop Ernest S. Lyght. He also contributed to, God Delivers Me - a Model from 
Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century.
 
Bishop Keaton has traveled the world extensively in support of missions and is a fre-
quent presenter at The United Methodist Women Schools of Christian Mission across the 
United States.
 
Bishop Keaton and his wife, Beverly, have been blessed with three children: Jonathan II 
and his wife Lisa reside in Illinois with the Bishop and Mrs. Keaton’s two granddaughters, 
Maliah and Amara. Their adult daughters Tandreka and Anaya reside in Lansing.

During my second quadrennium in the Ohio East Area, ex-
citement came to the Cleveland, Cavaliers. Akron native, LeBron 
Raymone James was drafted.  The Cavaliers started winning a 
lot. The stadium filled up.  King James was named the NBA's 
2003 Rookie of the Year.  Things got better.  Perennial all-star 
selections and NBA play-off appearances became routine.  In 
2007, the Cavaliers played for the NBA championship eventually 
losing to Tim Duncan and the San Antonio Spurs.  Given these 
successes basketball pundits predicted a future with hope.  With 
"King James," the Cavaliers were destined to win multiple cham-
pionships, “not one, not two, not three” etc.  Suddenly, these 
hopes were dashed.  LeBron left Cleveland for Miami. When the 
Miami Heat stole OKC's Thunder recently making James a cham-
pion, Ohioans sounded a lament heard in days gone by, "but we 
had hoped that he would be the one to restore Cleveland to bas-
ketball glory."

A similar cry fell from the lips of Cleopas on the road to Em-
maus.  Cleopas and another disciple walked and talked about 
the devastating loss they had experienced in Jerusalem. Their 
leader, Jesus of Nazareth, had been betrayed, beaten and cruci-
fied.  He died and was buried.  Early Sunday morning, some of 
their women friends found the tomb empty.  Two angels said 
that their leader had risen from the dead.  That seemed impos-
sible.  Our Lord heard the story as he joined them on the road to 
Emmaus.  Though the disciples had eyes to see and ears to hear, 
they failed to recognize the risen Christ in their midst. Disen-
chanted, confused and possibly frustrated by what happened to 
his Lord, Cleopas shared his angst of spirit in a revealing opinion 
to Jesus and the other disciple.  "But we had hoped that he was 
the one who was going to redeem Israel.” What is the meaning 
of these things?

Cleopas' statement was a backhanded compliment of Je-
sus' leadership.  His coming had brought hope to Israel.  People 
sensed that things were changing or were going to change for 
the better.  Men forsook their fishing businesses to become of 
fishers of persons.  Despised tax collectors responded to Jesus.  
Fishing for people and following Christ seemed more attractive 
and productive than collecting filthy lucre.  Jesus' intellectual 

and practical knowledge moved people in society to think and 
act differently.  For instance, he crossed a major boundary when 
he met the woman at the well.  Not only was she the recipient 
of respectful dialogue from a Jewish man in public; she met the 
source of living water able to replenish her thirsty soul.  Some of 
his adherents were actually convinced that loving their enemies, 
not hating them, would become the order of the day.  True, our 
Lord failed to break down the walls between Jews and Gentiles 
permanently.  True, incessant military conquests by Rome had 
created multiracial and multicultural cities, towns and villages. 
Nevertheless, Jesus became the relational bridge for persons di-
vided by religious and cultural prescriptions and proscriptions.  
To be sure, some of his hearers heard a battle cry in his first ser-
mon as the spirit of the Lord directed him to "proclaim release to 
the captives and let the oppressed go free.”  At best, Rome’s oc-
cupation and dominance of the Holy Land always felt like a foot 
on the neck of the Jews.  Yet, our Lord brought hope to a divided 
world without resorting to “by any means necessary”. 

As our denomination put flesh on the concern for others 
dramatized in Matthew 25 concerning the "least of these,” we 
have brought hope to our world, like Christ. Imagine No Malar-
ia has become the most public expression of this health filled 
quest.  Rick Reilly's Nothing but Nets campaign provided the 
spark.  Bishop Tom Bickerton's leadership and the 2008 Gener-
al Conference lit the fuse and our support rocketed into flight.  
United Methodists have raised over $20 million dollars to date.  
A new goal of $75 million has been set.  When a representative 
of GBGM shared this information with the Detroit Conference, a 
‘God thing’ happened.  Without consulting with the Council on 
Finance and Administration, the Director of Connectional Min-
istries or the Bishop, a member of Detroit Conference moved, 
procured a second and received overwhelming support for a 
$500,000.00 campaign in support of Imagine No Malaria. After 
the fact, we took action consistent with our Rules of Order.

Three years ago, one of my Districts initiated a campaign to 
build Phase I of a Gathering Center at Africa University.  At the 
2012 West Michigan Annual Conference, the District Superinten-
dent, the District Chairperson of the Africa University Task Force 

and the churches on that District  announced they had reached 
the goal of raising half a million dollars in cash and pledges, six 
months ahead of schedule.  Major donors, conference offerings 
and support from five other districts helped.  Dr. Jim Sally shared 
a bonus.  The AU chancellor said a major donor had pledged an-
other $500,000.00 to match West Michigan’s gift thus enabling 
the construction of Phase II and the completion of the Gathering 
Center.

Eight years of ministry in the Michigan Area has taught this 
bishop that nothing will keep the Michigan Area from raising 
half a million here or half a million there to “make the wounded 
whole,” not Michigan's high unemployment, not a slowly recov-
ering auto industry, not the financial woes of Detroit, Marquette 
and Flint, Michigan; Grand Rapids, Lansing and Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, nothing - not even plain old doubt.  Giving to mission 
is stamped in the DNA of people called “Methodists” in Michigan.  
Quite frankly, our whole church is possessed by such contagion. 
The Book of Discipline is correct today, “The church in mission is a 
sign of God’s presence in the world.”

Like so many of you, I have written about, read, discussed, 
consented, dissented and/or questioned some of our decisions 
at General Conference 2012.  In one article, I simply asked, “what 
happened” to cause the defeat of the Set Aside Bishop, guar-
anteed appointments and the unsalvageable UMC Plan turned 
aside by Judicial Council, constitutionally speaking?  What hap-
pened to Holy Conferencing in the two score year debate that 
resulted in the preservation of our denominational language on 
human sexuality?  And why had General Conference delegates 
indicated that “Structure” was the most important issue facing 
them?  How did arranging chairs on the deck of the Titanic gain 
such prominence?  Another “what happened” moment troubled 
me. It was omitted from my article.  Our primary mission - mak-
ing disciples of Jesus Christ - along with our continuing mem-
bership slide, was relegated to the long ago status of children:  
to be seen and not heard.

Given the primary concerns our Lord expressed and lived 
out before his twelve disciples, it is ironic that Cleopas expressed 
a sentiment akin to the meanderings of General Conference.  He 
was bitterly disappointed and disenchanted.  The mission had 
not been accomplished.  Israel had not been redeemed.  How 
could this be?  It was Easter!!  God in Jesus Christ had gotten up 
from the grave just like he said he would.  Mary’s baby had ac-
complished what he had been sent to do, glory hallelujah.  Here 
and there, men and women proclaimed, “He is Risen.”  Others 
exclaimed, “He is risen indeed.”  Unmoved by the celebrative mo-

ment, Cleopas concluded that three long years of working for 
the Master had been wasted.  Three long years of working for the 
Master hadn’t brought Israel any closer to liberation.  Three long 
years devolved into a litany of familiar laments such as: 

1. We lost confidence in Jesus.  Loss of confidence led us to 
denial, betrayal and sleeping on the job.   Regrettably, all of 
us forsook him and fled.  

2.  Jesus chose an impulsive leader.  You never knew what 
Peter was going to do, walk on water, go fishing or tell Jesus 
what to do.  Peter is too frenetic to be called, “The Rock” 
much less lead us.  

3.  Jesus did not hold us accountable enough.  Why not?  

4.  He saved others, himself he could not save.  Why not?  

5.  Jesus gave us a milquetoast mission hardly designed to 
transform the world.  Why?  

6.  Last but not least, he failed to use any means necessary 
to redeem Israel.  Why not?  Apparently, the global focus of 
Jesus’ leadership got under the skin of Cleopas per his 
comment, "But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel."  Ironically, our Lord was on the same walk 
to Emmaus when Cleopas roasted him alive unknowingly.  
He heard every word of criticism leveled at his leadership.  
So what did Jesus do?

First, Jesus criticized Cleopas, but not for what we might 
think?  Getting back at his critics with vengeful word or deed 
was never his way.  Our Lord refused to put Cleopas down ver-
bally, evaluate the quality of his discipleship or eliminate him 
from the Eleven.  However, Jesus “took to task” Cleopas and his 
colleague for “slowness to believe.”  We used its parallel, “O ye of 
little faith.”  Countless times, Jesus told his disciples about the 
suffering, crucifixion, death and resurrection awaiting him In 
Jerusalem.  Like so many others things God tells us, it went in 
one ear and out the other.  Why? What God wants isn’t as easily 
remembered as what we want.

When I was assigned to the Ohio East Area, the late Bishop 
Boulton gave me a book that Richard Raines handed down to 
Lance Webb in 1964, Lance Webb to Ed Boulton in 1980, and Ed 
Boulton to me in 1996.  When my time is up, I will be handing it 
on to the next Bishop Elect, one who will replace me.  In Sacer-
dos et Pontifex, Catholic Bishop Francis Clement Kelly shared his 
wisdom in letters with a Bishop Elect.  In a chapter entitled “The 

Christlike Bishop,” the Catholic bishop painted a picture of our 
struggles or “slowness to believe,” just like Cleopas.

According to Bishop Francis Kelly, “many of our failures are 
signs of God defending himself against his thoughtless friends,” 
i.e., men and women of the cloth.  We’ve made some big plans 
for God; plans that God has to achieve for us.  When God wants 
the glory for God’s own self; “God allows everything to be re-
duced to powerlessness or utter failure, and then God acts,” ex-
plains Bishop Kelly.  Is that what happened with the UMC Plan 
at General Conference?  Bishop Kelly posed a parallel question, 
“Why do Bishops fail to be the light of the world? “ “Because 
we often make the mistake of putting ourselves in his place, of 
thinking that we ourselves are doing everything, of exalting our 
persons and failing to exalt the Person of the Son of God.” re-
sponded Bishop Kelly.  “It is not a humanly planned aposolate 
that will convert the world again.  It is Christ lifted up, Christ liv-
ing among men and living especially in the hearts that know 
him for what he is, the Lover of man and his salvation.”  Have 
we lifted up Christ with the same fervor and passion as we draft 
legislation, defend and explain it in committee and speak to it 
on the floor of General Conference to all who are willing to hear?  
Bishop Francis Kelly adds, “People must see Christ in us and hear 
Christ when we speak in His name.  We can do nothing or say 
nothing of power by ourselves.  Not we, but Christ living in us.”

Brother Cleopas was “slow to believe.”  So, Christ had to move 
him beyond critique and despair regarding what “he had hoped 
for” to belief and acceptance of what God wanted.  In passing, 
how could they not know they were talking to the One who had 
already gotten up early Sunday morning?

Second, Jesus’ criticism of lack of faith was not just connected 
to his leadership.   Their lack of knowledge about the “suffering” 
Messiah beginning with Moses and the prophets demonstrated 
an unfamiliarity with Old Testament scripture.  Two troubling 
misperceptions or core values emerged.  In one case, the Twelve 
focused on the redemption of Israel, a homeland.  The Messiah 
was sent to redeem the world not just them.  Self-centeredness, 
personal or public is a hard thing for all of us to escape.  Given Je-
sus’ priority; Cleopas had to expand his concept of Jesus’ mission 
from his people to all God’s children.  In the other case, redemp-
tive suffering was a major aspect of Messianic ministry.  To be 
cast in the role of the Messiah or to be an extension of the Messi-
anic role is to be engaged in a ministry of “redemptive suffering.”  
Time and again, Christ re-iterated that “making disciples of Jesus 
Christ and/or transforming the world” carried a heavy price tag, 
sacrificial living and dying.  Albeit effective, redemptive suffering 
is not something we’re attracted to.

He who Ohio called “King James” has learned a great deal 
about suffering in the past two years.  Heralded as the bearer of 
good news to the NBA like Magic and Bird, LeBron James went 
from the frying pan into the fire leaving Cleveland.  Even folks 
who don’t care a drab for professional basketball noticed.  Once 
loved and honored. LeBron became hated and reviled across the 
basketball world.  Humiliation and disgrace dogged James’ foot-
steps especially when the Dallas Mavericks beat the Heat in the 
2011 NBA Finals.  LeBron James secluded himself at home for 
two weeks praying and crying.  He took a hard look at his imma-
turity and failure to deliver in the clutch, e.g. when the game was 
on the line.  He opened his mind and spirit to critics who took joy 
in epithets of derision.  For example, “If you ask LeBron James to 
give you change for a dollar; he only gives you three quarters in 
return for a dollar.” Or, “Today is National LeBron Day.  Everybody 
gets out of work 12 minutes early.”  Long story short, King James 
said that his suffering was the best thing that ever happened 
to him in basketball.  It changed him.  It got him back to the 
basics of working on the things that would improve his game.  
More importantly, LeBron said that his suffering of the past year 
seeded and resourced his success in the 2012 NBA finals.  LeBron 
has changed.  He has earned an NBA championship ring.  Even 
now, forgiveness has still escaped him.

King Jesus communicated the positive aspects of suffering 
to his disciples on the road to Emmaus.  His crucifixion, death 
and resurrection were the best things that ever happened to Is-
rael and the world.  Old Testament passages which he reviewed 
with them imaged Christ as the suffering servant who redeemed 
and transformed the world.  To be crystal clear, Christ reminded 
his disciples that ministry on his behalf is filled with suffering.  
Maybe they had forgotten what our Lord stated in his call to 
ministry, “If anyone would come after me, let him first deny him-
self, take up his/her cross and follow me.” (Mt. 16:24). Maybe they 
ignored the prophet Isaiah, writing seven hundred years before 
Christ, “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: 
yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed.” (Is. 53:4-5). Isaiah painted the 
Messiah as ‘The Suffering Servant’. All of the above precipitated 
salient questions. Was the suffering experienced at the 2012 
General Conference the best thing that ever happened to us? In 
other words, was it Good Friday in Tampa getting us ready for an 
Easter in Portland?

I had a General Conference experience that relates to re-
demption and/or transformation seeded by suffering.  After a 
majority of delegates maintained our denominational position 
on human sexuality, activists poured on to the floor of General 
Conference singing, “What Does the Lord Require of Thee?” I had 
a General Conference flashback.  I wondered if we were going 
to see a repeat performance.  Let me explain.  I was assigned to 
the Ohio East Area in 1996.  We hosted General Conference 2000 

in Cleveland.  It was a privilege and great responsibility.  Tumult 
and turmoil squared affected virtually every session of our work.  
When the protestors claimed the floor of the 2000 General Con-
ference because voting delegates maintained the language in 
the book of Discipline on homosexuality, we had no idea that 
30-35 people would go to jail two days in a row; that 180 protes-
tors blocking auto access would be arrested, as well; that collect-
ing money for bail would happen in earnest, albeit informally.  If 
that were not draining enough; Jeanne Smile, a visitor, threat-
ened to jump off the balcony.  Other pitched battles were fought 
on a variety of issues, etc.

That suffering was averted in Tampa.  We adjourned till the 
afternoon session.  Conversations between some of the bish-
ops, concerned persons and leaders such as Rev. Amy DeLong 
resulted in an agreement.  If the protestors were allowed to pray 
from the podium, they would leave the floor peacefully though 
deeply grieved.  Rev. Frank Wulf prayed.  Per the agreement, 
demonstrators left the floor and the hall singing, “What Does the 
Lord Require of Thee?”  The sufferings and struggles of General 
Conference 2000 informed and helped shape the dialogue at 
the 2012 General Conference.

Third, arriving In Emmaus, the unrecognized companion 
(who was Jesus) had convinced the two disciples to look at their 
leader’s suffering differently.  What had happened to their leader 
was hope-filled, not hopeless.  Yes, the chief priests and other 
leaders had engineered the crucifixion and death of Christ.  No, 
it wasn’t a disaster.  Rather, our Lord showed the disciples Biblical 
proof that his suffering and its purpose had long been proph-
esied.  What happened to our Lord fulfilled the scripture.  Jesus’ 
suffering was the best thing that ever happened to us and them.  
This shift in perspective caused the disciples to understand that 
the impossible dream still lay before them.  Redemption of the 
world included the salvation of Israel.  In the words of Jeremiah, 
was our Lord saying “I know the plans I have for you,” says the 
Lord, “plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a fu-
ture with hope.” (Jeremiah. 29:11)

The discussion had grown so rich and productive that the 
disciples compelled the stranger to stay for dinner.  Jesus must 
have been astounded - his disciples still didn’t recognize him.  
But the moment he took bread, blessed and broke, and gave it 
to them, the scales fell from their eyes.  Then, they recognized 
him in the breaking of the bread!!!  Instantly, Jesus disappeared.  
He left them shouting, “Did not our hearts burn within us, while 
He talked with us by the way and …opened up to us the scrip-
tures?”  (Luke 24:32 KJV)

Earlier, I mentioned having a General Conference flashback 
related to the demonstration on human sexuality.  Another 
flashback happened as I witnessed the “breaking of the bread.”  
Years ago, the late William Carter, the Director of the Advance, 
sent me overseas with a group of seminarians.  He wanted to 
get them interested in Missions before their first appointment.  
I served as their Chaplain organizing worship times, facilitating 
discussions, mediating conflicts and/or interpreting the impor-
tance of missions at home and abroad.

Our New York orientation went well.  We formed a sense of 
community.  But during our two week sojourn to Zimbabwe and 
Kenya, our sense of unity dissolved quickly.  All the problems of 
race, gender, theology, cultural values and diverse personalities 
tore gaping holes in our community.  Leading the spiritual life 
of the seminarians, refereeing spats, resolving misunderstand-
ings, ministering to our group, and having a good time-turned 
into hard work and major challenges.  Through it all, our wor-
ship time held us together as did our visitation schedule.  How-
ever, the day of departure - things fell apart.  The morning of, I 
overslept and missed worship.  The group struggles had taken 
a toll on me.  Disconsolate for missing this important moment, 
we boarded the plane for Heathrow and home.  At Heathrow, 
we sat around waiting for our flights home.  Spontaneously or 
moved by the spirit, a seminarian asked me if we could do com-
munion since we had missed our closing worship.  I said “yes”.  
Someone volunteered to purchase bread.  Another seminarian 
rushed off to buy wine.  Still another secured a cup, paper, glass 
or porcelain - I can’t remember.  There, on the floor of Heathrow, 
we sat in a circle and sang the songs of Zion.  There, we broke 
the bread and drank the wine. The repentant spirit and fellow-
ship of the Acts 2 community broke out among us on the floor 
of the airport.  I saw Jesus Christ in the breaking of the bread and 
the coming together of our broken community.  On the floor of 
Heathrow Airport, all “our hearts burned within.”  What we had 
hoped for occurred in the breaking of the bread.

It was Easter, the first day of the week.  Cleopas and his col-
league had lost their hope.  On the road to Emmaus, a little talk 
with Jesus changed everything.  Feasting on the Word of God 
and seeing the risen Christ in the breaking of the bread rebuilt 
their hope.  One hymnologist said it best for Cleopas: “My hope 
is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.  I 
dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ 
name.  2. When darkness hides his lovely face, I rest on his un-
changing grace, in every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds 
within the veil.  3. His oath, his covenant, his blood support me 
in the whelming flood.  When all around my soul gives way, he 
then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain: On Christ the solid rock I 
stand, all other ground is sinking sand; all other ground is sink-
ing sand. 4. When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I 
then in him be found! Dressed in his righteousness alone, fault-
less to stand before the throne! On Christ the solid rock I stand, 
all other ground is sinking sand; all other ground is sinking sand.”    
So be it.  Amen.  

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

But we had hoped...
A sermon by Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton 2012 NCJ Conference, Thursday, July 19, Morning Worship

Photo by Paul Black
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Collinsville First UMC provides 
entire elementary school 
with supplies
Parents, children ‘blown away’ by 
church’s extravagant generosity 
to start school year
By Ramona C. Sanders, Suburban Journals

COLLINSVILLE -- By placing a backpack full 
of school supplies on the desk of every kindergarten 
through fourth-grade student at Webster Elementary 
School, Collinsville's First United Methodist Church 
is making sure no child is left behind.

"There's everything that the students needs to get 
a good start," said church pastor Mark Horn. "Every-
thing from the backpack itself to pencils and erasers, 
rulers, calculators, loose leaf paper, pens, glue — you 
name it. The whole thing for each grade."

School principal Kevin Stirnaman said parents 
were "blown away" when the only items on the 
school's supply list were an old sock or washcloth for 
art class and headphones for computer lab.

"I actually just got off the phone with someone 
who was excited to the point of tears," Stirnaman 
said last week. "Especially with the economy the way 
it is now — families need the help."

Webster Parent-Teacher Association president 
Gretchen Gerstenecker said the church's generosity 
means that she will be saving a couple of hundred 
dollars to get her two children — Gavin, a first-
grader and Alyssa, who is in fourth grade — ready 
for school.

"I just think that it's an amazing thing that the 
church has done for our school," Gerstenecker said. 
"We have a few families are lower income. This is 
helping all the families."

More than 70 percent of Webster's student body 
received free or reduced lunch last year because their 
families were considered low-income under federal 
guidelines

Horn said First United Methodist Church, which 
is across the street from Webster, had been donating 
school supplies to the school for at least a decade. He 
said they would bring the supplies to the school and 
let the administrators decided who should receive 
the items. But this year the 200 members of the 
historic church, which will be celebrating its 175th 
anniversary next year, decided to do something dif-
ferent.

"We took a look at some of the demographics 
of the school and one of the things that was part of 
the conversation was the recognition that most the 
students that went there ... fell under low-income 
guidelines," Horn said. "We took a look at that and 
somebody threw it out on the table if we're going to 
do it for that large part of the school, let's do it for 
everybody."

Church member Judy Beasley said the cost for 
the 380 backpacks averaged about $23 per backpack. 
She was part of a group of volunteers last week who 
placed the backpacks in classrooms to await students 
on the first day of school Monday. Horn said about 
40 volunteers, mostly from the church and some 
from the school and the community, have worked 
on the project.

School board member Theresa Billy volunteered 
her time to help assemble the backpacks before they 
were distributed.

"I taught in that building for 37 years and it's a 
soft spot in my heart," said Billy who is a member of 
Delta Kappa Gamma, a sorority of active and retired 
teachers. "But regardless of the school, it's a fantastic 
gesture on the part of the church. It speaks to the 
love that Collinsville has for its community." 

(Reprinted with permission from a story published Aug. 14 by 
the Suburban Journals, www.stltoday.com)

PEORIA — As Bob Reedy, Jon Staple and their crew 
prepared to get started on an ambitious building expansion 
project, an act of God occurred.

 "You could feel the floor shake," said Reedy, a member 
and construction supervisor at First UMC, the oldest in 
Peoria. "We were hit by lightning."

 The bolt zapped the church's bell tower, causing 
considerable damage. Structural engineers will let Reedy 
know to what extent repairs will be needed. A lane along 
Hamilton Boulevard had been shut off to traffic since the 
Aug. 16 lightning strike.

 "We've been managing our new construction, now we 
got to manage that," Reedy said. "Sometimes God works in 
mysterious ways."

 First opened during Andrew Jackson's presidency 
nearly 180 years ago, the Downtown church is often out 
in the public eye, serving with its 15 ministries. A food 
kitchen, soccer program, children's and youth ministries, 
mentorship programs with District 150, HIV/AIDS pro-
grams, among others, have served the area for years and 
continue to gain in popularity.

 "Right now, this is the most exciting time to be part of 
this church in my 53 years (as a member)," said Jim Bate-
man, a church lay leader. "It's exciting to walk through the 
doors here or walk onto the soccer field or walk into (the 
church's) 700 Main St. building. It's electric. People are 
thinking about the future and how do we make it happen 
for all the right reasons."

 That future is now. Starting this week, the church of-
ficially begins its construction project with an $8 million 
expansion that includes a new building at Main Street and 
Perry Avenue.

 The project is expected to be completed by the end of 
2013 or early 2014, or around the same time a more high 
profile construction project - the $92.8 million redevelop-
ment of the Hotel Pere Marquette into the Marriott Hotel 
project - is completed.

 "It's a vote of confidence that this city has a future," 

said the Rev. Bob Phillips, a former Navy chaplain and the 
church's head pastor since July 2009. "We're happy to be a 
part of that."
 'Transforming Lives'

 Planning for construction started about five years ago 
when a couple of congregation members traveled to Indi-
ana to attend a conference on building expansions.

"We went wanting to know, 'How do you do that?'" 
Bateman said. "They talked about the physical buildings for 
a half-hour. The rest of it was, 'You have to have the minis-
try in place that will use the building. You have to have an 
attitude . . . (such as) we know where we are going and how 
we are getting there.'"

Bateman said groups of church members spent nearly 
two years contemplating the mission's future before any 
concept of a building emerged. Also, the right consultant 
had to be selected.

 "The consultant we chose said for us to get everyone 
involved," Bateman said. "Give everyone a piece of owner-
ship into this product. That worked."

 The congregation's buy-in resulted in a quick fund-
raising campaign that began in June 2011 and ended four 
months later with $6.2 million raised for the next three 
years.

 The campaign, entitled Transforming Lives - Continu-
ing the Mission from the Heart of the City, had up to 500 
people involved in a variety of ways. The church has 1,400 
members, a number which has been steadily increasing 
following a period of decline.

 A well-attended groundbreaking ceremony earlier this 
month signified the beginning of a building project antici-
pated to be completed by July 2013. The final touches of 
the expansion include shifting offices out of the connected 
Shaw building and opening that area up as a gathering 
space.

 Once completed, the new addition will have a large 

Lightning strike part of building expansion 
By John Sharp, Peoria Journal-Star

multi-purpose worship space that can also double as a 
recreational facility.

 There also are a host of other plans for that space, 
many of which have not yet been completely determined. 
Children's services are likely to go within the addition, 
since it will be attached to the church where many parents 
are for worship services.

 Congregation members view the expansion as some-
thing that can benefit all of its ministries and its diverse 
worship services.

 "It's, 'We don't build something for us, we build it for 
the what comes in the future,'" said the Rev. Eric Swanson, 
pastor of contemporary worship and young adult ministry.

 Mission to serve Downtown
 First United Methodist Church, aside from the Illinois 

River, might be the oldest presence in Peoria.
 It never left Downtown.
 The church's first building was constructed at the 

corner of Madison Avenue and Fulton Street, with its third 
church built in 1884, where the Peoria Civic Center's box 
office is today (the church celebrated its 175th anniversary 
at the Civic Center, partly in honor of its heritage once 
located at that site).

 The present church at Hamilton Boulevard and Perry 
Avenue was built in 1916, with the Shaw building - named 
after William Shaw, the pastor who oversaw the 1916 
project - built in 1957. In 1994, the church purchased the 
700 Main St. building from First National Bank. Contem-
porary church services are held there today.

"There is a very clear presence by being Downtown," 
Phillips said.

 Over the years, the church's mission work grew to 
what is today a very active congregation.
 The need is there

 Every Saturday, the Loaves and Fish Ministry provides 
hot meals and worship. On Aug. 19, the ministry served 
the most people it ever has, feeding 364 people and the 
expansion project includes a remodeling of pantry rooms 
and new walk-in coolers and freezers.

 "Traditionally, (Loaves and Fish) is a program that 
services 200 people," Bateman said.

 A co-ed youth soccer program also is growing consid-
erably. Offered to children ages 5 to 12 at Morton Square 
Park, the summer soccer program's registration this year 
had to be cut off after 270 signed up, said Larry Whitler, 
the church's director of administration and facilities. He 
hopes to expand the program for 300 children next year.

 "It's been an opportunity for us to do relationship 
building with children not only in the near north side, but 
we also have children coming from other areas of the city," 
Whitler said.

The soccer program also is popular with the Latino 
population, which has grown so much within the church 
that bilingual services are provided.

 "The face of Peoria is changing," said the Rev. Adrian 
Garcia, pastor of Latino and Outreach Ministry. "We're 

reaching to people in Peoria in very different stages of 
their lives and economic status and language. I think that 
is amazing. Diversity is important. Inclusion is important."

Phillips said inclusion is one of the things that make 
First UMC a unique congregation. Garcia, for instance, 
began offering Spanish-speaking services on Saturday 
evenings after arriving at the church in 2010.

 "There is a very healthy sense of diversity," he said, es-
timating 15 percent to 20 percent of their worshippers are 
minorities. "We have worshippers who have seven-figure 
incomes and people who literally bring everything they 
own in a backpack."

 Phillips added, "If we had moved or relocated, there 
would have been a group of Peorians we would have 
stopped reaching."

 Phillips and his congregation also recognize the 
strong partnerships they've formed Downtown. Organi-
zations such as Friendship House, Salvation Army and 
Dream Center, among others, are crucial for the church's 
many missions.

 "Part of the reason we've been able to grow the 
missions is our partnerships," said Pam Mormann, the 
church's director of communications.
The mission continues

Volunteers also are actively involved in other church 
ministries that include, among others, the well-respected 
Bear Buddies program that offers mentoring services to 
children; youth ministries offering unique mission travel-
ing trips to junior high and high school students; and a 
children's ministry that continues to grow in size and is in 
need of more space with the upcoming expansion.

 Some of the church's popular ministries have connect-
ed for years at Irving Primary. The Bear Buddies program 
and soccer activities have involved Irving School students. 
Also, the church has provided after-school arts programs 
and includes Irving School students with an active choir.

 With Irving School closing next year, discussions have 
started about shifting to another school. Planning is under 
way for the church to reach out to Lincoln School in South 
Peoria, where a group of church volunteers were on hand 
recently to greet students upon their return to classes.

 "There are still some questions that remain to be 
answered because Lincoln and Irving (have not officially 
merged)," Phillips said. "We don't know specifics, but we 
do know there is a great deal of eagerness on the part of 
Lincoln for that to continue."

 Further expansions likely will take place as the build-
ing expansion moves toward completion and the church's 
ministry grows Downtown.

 Church leaders have faith that the congregation will 
continue its strong support.

 "With all of this stuff going on, you'd expect to hear, 
'Where are we going to find volunteers?'" Bateman said. "I 
get dragged off to meetings about once a week where the 
question is being asked, 'What else can I do? What are the 
needs?'"  

(Reprinted with permission from the Aug. 26 issue of the Peoria 
Journal-Star, www.pjstar.com)
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Laketown Ministries gives away 
bicycles and school supplies
Springfield Woodside UMC hosted a bicycle/school 
supply give-away at Laketown Ministries Resale 
Shop Aug. 25.

A total of 15 bicycles, donated by Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center, were given to needy children.  
Twenty backpacks loaded with school supplies 
were also distributed with 12 other back packs were 
donated to local schools.

Laketown Ministries is an outreach of Woodside 
that sells donated gently used clothing and house-
hold items.   All proceeds go to provide support to 
the needy of the Laketown area.  The goal of Lake-
town Ministries is to provide support to South and 
east Springfield.  Laketown Ministries is a 501(c)3, 
Conference Advance Special.

Arthur UMC provides sewing 
machines for Haiti
ARTHUR – United Methodist Women at Arthur 
UMC joined a sewing machine drive that’s helping 
Haitian women help their families.

“Our president, Beth Bartholomew, attended a fall 
UMW meeting in the Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence and heard our Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center was collecting used or new operating or 
non-operating machines for women in Haiti,” re-
ported Marilyn Allison, local vice president. 

“God placed this need on her heart, and she came 
back to our unit explaining the opportunities that 
could be opened for Haitian women.”

With sewing machines, Haitian women could make 
clothing for their families or earn money for hous-
ing, better food and medical care by making and 
selling crafts, clothing or other items. Arthur UMW 
put out a call in the church and community for sew-
ing machines.

“We felt if we collected three or four machines, we 
would be happy to get them over to the distribu-
tion center and on to Haiti,” Allison said. “But with 
the help of our church newsletter, bulletins and 
local newspaper, the response was greater than 
we could ever imagine: We collected more than 60 
sewing machines! Our church was overflowing with 
sewing machines and love for the women of Haiti.

“We are so thankful to our church, the Arthur com-
munity and all the wonderful people who donated 
the machines and trucked them to the distribution 
center in Chatham. We are so excited to be a part of 
this mission!”

(Reprinted with permission from the September issue of Re-
sponse, the publication of United Methodist Women)

MFSA, RUMI to host retreat
The IGRC chapter of Methodist Federation for 
Social Action and Reconciling United Methodists 
of Illinois will have its fall retreat Oct. 5-6 at Little 
Grassy Camp in Makanda. The retreat is open to all 
and membership in one of the two groups is not 
required.

Cost for the weekend is $50, which will cover hous-
ing, Friday dinner and Saturday’s breakfast and 
lunch. The retreat will begin at 6 p.m. Friday and 
conclude around 3 p.m. Saturday.  Please contact 
Steve Lobacz  at slobacz@sbcglobal.net for more 
specifics or to register.

The retreat's purpose is to provide a time of prayer 
and reflection, communion with nature, explora-
tion, education, renewal and commitment to the 
church and to each other. Specific agenda topics 
have yet to be finalized. 

MFSA was founded in 1907 to encourage and en-
able a faithful witness to living out the gospel in 
society. RUMI is a group of persons related to IGRC 
with a commitment to full inclusiveness in the Unit-
ed Methodist Church of gay and lesbian persons.

BRIEFS

The mission group did both construction work and held Vacation Bible School while in Honduras and at press time, the mission team was 
delayed returning home due to tropical storm Isaac. Members of the team include Greg Gelzennis, Madonna Foster, Sharon Hicks, Donna 
Schaad, Ann Marie Wagle, Bryan Lambdin and IGRC Missions and Outreach Coordinator Bunny Wolfe. 
Photo courtesy of Greg Gelzennis, IGRC Mission Journal Facebook page.

(continued on pg. 9, see Lightning)

Lightning (continued from pg. 8) 

Students in Val Schmitt's first-grade class walk into their class room 
mostly empty handed to find all of their school supplies on their desks 
during the first day of school at at Webster Elementary.  
Photo by John Switstak Jr., Suburban Journals.

Backpacks await students at Webster Elementary School. Members of 
the First United Methodist Church donated all of the school supplies for 
students this year. Photo by Ramona C. Sanders.

Damage to the northeast corner of the bell tower 
at Peoria First UMC following an Aug. 16, lightninig 
strike. Photo by Pam Mormann, Peoria First UMC.  
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All families have traditions, things that have been passed 
down from generation to generation. To say the Lowe fam-
ily is rooted in tradition is an understatement.  Four gen-
erations of the Lowe’s have attended McKendree and their 
commitment to the Methodist faith and our institution is 
still thriving today.

This wonderful legacy began with brothers John and 
George Lowe.  On Feb. 20, 1828, John and younger brother 
George were among the original 105 stockholders who 
pledged $10 and $20 respectively to incorporate the Leba-
non Seminary, which would later become McKendree Col-
lege.  George Lowe was among the signers of the original 
articles of organization and was elected as one of the origi-
nal eight trustees. John paid $5 in tuition costs for the first 
session of Lebanon Seminary, and since then at least 20 of 
his descendants have continued their support by attending 
McKendree.

According to the family, John Lowe and his oldest son, 
Capt. George Franklin Lowe, erected the first log cabins 
on the campus, eight acres purchased for $3 an acre. John’s 
eldest grandson James Henry Lowe ’1862 was the first fam-
ily member to graduate from McKendree College, and, ac-
cording to family records, all nine of his brothers and sis-
ters were also enrolled there during the Civil War and/or 
its aftermath. James’ mother, Martha Phillips, was the sister 
of David Whittenburg Phillips who was president of McK-
endree from 1879-1883. John’s great-grandson Rev. Cecil 
“C.C.” Lowe ’40 carried on the family tradition in the 20th 

century, followed by five of his seven children.
Sadie Delashmit ’14, of Bloomington, Ill., is the latest 

member of the Lowe family to walk through the front gates 
of McKendree.  When looking at universities in 2010, Sadie 
never thought she’d end up at her grandfather’s alma mater. 
She had been offered a soccer scholarship at another uni-
versity.  But one visit made her reconsider.

“I came to campus and fell in love with the school and the 
community,” Sadie recalls.

Sadie’s love of McKendree was passed down to her from 
her grandfather Rev. Dr. Don Lowe ’48. “I’ve always heard 
my grandpa talk about his days at McKendree and how im-
portant it was to him,” she said.  “I am so happy that all 
of these years he has been “preaching” to me about McK-
endree, and that I decided to listen.  This opportunity has 
opened many doors for me.”

Preaching comes naturally to Don.  He comes from a long 
family line of Methodist ministers and was a former district 
superintendent of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.  He 
also served on the McKendree Board of Trustees for over 30 
years and received an honorary doctorate in 1970.  While 
a religion student at McKendree, Don was extremely in-
volved on campus serving as president of the student body, 
president of the Student Christian Association, president of 
Philo, editor of the McKendree Review, member of the Ex-
G.I. Club, Sigma Tau Delta, Student Faculty Council, and 
the basketball and track teams.

Sadie’s grandfather instilled in her the importance of con-

tinuing her education and how instrumental McKendree 
has been in her family history.  Sadie’s Methodist heritage 
and commitment to helping others has led her to major 
in education. Her goal is to teach in the toughest school 
districts in the nation.  “I want to work at a school with 
disadvantaged students,” said Sadie. “I am not afraid to be 
in a struggling school district.  I am up for a challenge and 
excited to one day be able to make a difference in my stu-
dents lives.”  

Out of the classroom, Sadie is involved with Students To-
day, Alumni Tomorrow, the Center for Public Service, and 
the women’s soccer team. 

The Lowe family connection to McKendree has played 
such an important role in the family’s history that in 2005 
a special endowed scholarship was established by the fam-
ily and named in honor of Sadie’s great-grandparents - The 
Cecil C. and Agnes C. Lowe Scholarship.  Cecil and Ag-
nes encouraged their children to pursue their education 
and were dedicated to their family, the ministry, and their 
community. The scholarship is given to a student who is 
pursuing a second career in the ministry, is a member of 
Kinmundy United Methodist Church, or is a resident of 
Marion County, Ill.  

And so, a new generation of McKendree students contin-
ues to benefit from the legacy and journey of one family.


(Reprinted with permission from The Magazine for McKendree, summer 
2012 issue, McKendree University.)

Sadie Delaschmidt ’14 and 
the Reverend Don Lowe ‘48

John Lowe Family 
Dr. James H. Lowe ’1862
Sarah E. Lowe
Nancy E. (Lowe) Alvis
Lucy M. (Lowe) Ober
Adolphus G. Lowe
Albert A. Lowe
Addie (Lowe) Seibert
George Frederick Lowe

Frank D. Lowe
Charles “Edwin” Lowe
Samuel Eli Doolen
Rev. Cecil “C.C.” Lowe ’40
Carroll C. Lowe ’42
Rev. Dr. Donald Lowe ’48
Rev. Roy Katayama ’50
Dorris M. (Lowe) Young ’51
Kenneth Young ’51

Richard “Dick” Packard ’52
Clara I. (Lowe) Packard ’53
Dorothy M. (Lowe) 
    Katayama
Charles Garrett ’65
Kevin D. Wilkins ’07
Sadie Delashmit ’14Rooted in Tradition 

By Whitney Fraier, Director of Alumni Relations, McKendree University

The family honored Agnes and 
Cecil Lowe with an endowed 
scholarship in their name.

Lowe to receive Akers Alumni Award

       women of this generation, just as guitar players were 
       for their mothers.
42. Gene therapy has always been an available treatment.
43. They were too young to enjoy the 1994 World Series, 
      but then no one else got to enjoy it either.
44. The folks have always been able to grab an Aleve 
      when the kids started giving them a migraine.
45. While the iconic TV series for their older siblings 
      was the sci-fi show Lost, for them it’s Breaking Bad, a 
      gritty crime story motivated by desperate economic 
      circumstances.
46. Simba has always had trouble waiting to be king.
47. Before they purchase an assigned textbook, they will 
       investigate whether it is available for rent or 
       purchase as an e-book.
48. They grew up, somehow, without the benefits of 
       Romper Room.
49. There has always been a World Trade Organization.
50. L.L. Bean hunting shoes have always been known as 
      just plain Bean Boots.
51. They have always been able to see Starz on Direct 
      TV.
52. Ice skating competitions have always been jumping 
      matches.

53. There has always been a Santa Clause.
54. NBC has never shown A Wonderful Life more than 
       twice during the holidays.
55. Mr. Burns has replaced J.R.Ewing as the most shot-at 
      man on American television.
56. They have always enjoyed school and summer camp 
      memories with a digital yearbook.
57. Herr Schindler has always had a List; Mr. Spielberg 
       has always had an Oscar.
58. Selena's fans have always been in mourning.
59. They know many established film stars by their 
       voices on computer-animated blockbusters.
60. History has always had its own channel.
61. Thousands have always been gathering for 
      “million-man” demonstrations in Washington, D.C.
62. Television and film dramas have always risked being 
      pulled because the story line was too close to the 
      headlines from which they were ”ripped.”
63. The Twilight Zone involves vampires, not Rod 
      Serling.
64. Robert Osborne has always been introducing 
      Hollywood history on TCM.

65. Little Caesar has always been proclaiming “Pizza 
      Pizza.”
66. They have no recollection of when Arianna 
       Huffington was a conservative.
67. Chronic Fatigue Syndrome has always been officially 
      recognized with clinical guidelines.
68. They watch television everywhere but on a television.
69. Pulp Fiction’s meal of a "Royale with Cheese" and an 
       “Amos and Andy milkshake” has little or no 
       resonance with them.
70. Point-and-shoot cameras are soooooo last 
      millennium.
71. Despite being preferred urban gathering places, two-
      thirds of the independent bookstores in the United 
      States have closed for good during their lifetimes.
72. Astronauts have always spent well over a year in a 
       single space flight.
73. Lou Gehrig's record for most consecutive baseball 
      games played has never stood in their lifetimes.
74. Genomes of living things have always been 
      sequenced.
75. The Sistine Chapel ceiling has always been brighter 
       and cleaner.


"Four generations of the Lowe family 
have attended McKendree College"

LEBANON -- McKendree University will present its highest alumni honor to the 
Rev. Dr. Donald Lowe of Bloomington, at an awards dinner at 7 p.m., Oct. 6 at 
the Regency Conference Center  in O’Fallon. 

The Peter Akers Alumni Award is given annually to recognize a former stu-
dent’s professional success, outstanding service and loyalty to the university. 
It is named in honor of the Rev. Akers, who was the first McKendree degree 
recipient and the institution’s first president.

Tickets to the Alumni Awards dinner are $32 per person For more information 
about McKendree University’s Homecoming and Alumni Reunion Weekend 
Oct. 5-7, call the Alumni Relations office at 618-537-6826 or e-mail  alumni@
mckendree.edu.

Mindset (continued from pg. 4)

SPRINGFIELD – Evangelism training, aimed at devel-
oping the culture of invitation and discipling within the 
local church will be held at five locations throughout the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference in November:

• Nov. 7 at Galesburg First UMC, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Nov. 8 at Savoy UMC, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Nov. 13 at Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC, 
   9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Nov. 14 at Troy UMC, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
  (note different time from the others)
• Nov. 15 at Jacksonville Grace UMC, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Information on the seminars can be found at 
www.igrc.org/E3, with online registration through 

Nov. 1 at www.igrc.org/E3Registration.
E3: Empowering and Equipping for Evangelism is 

a two-pronged approach aimed at staying focused on 
the mission of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world,” which is essential for being a 
fruitful congregation.

Seminar leader Doug Anderson is the executive direc-
tor of the Reuben Job Center for Leadership Development 
at Dakota Wesleyan University and associate director 
of congregational development for the Indiana Annual 
Conference.

The morning is about getting people on mission. 
Anderson will share a success story that occurred in one 
of his appointments in Indiana when he decided to change 
the vision and the metric he measured to doubling the 
percentage of people involved in direct mission. This 
resulted in large increases in attendance and giving. 

The morning of this seminar will explore with par-
ticipants a variety of issues around the mission. Included 
are the factors that cause congregations to make decisions 

and plan ministries that are more reflective of personal 
preference and comfort than the mission of Jesus Christ.  
Participants will focus on the importance and process of 
developing spiritual leaders that can help a congregation 
stay centered on the mission.

The afternoon is about finding our voice in testimony. 
Harkening back to "the good old days" when people would 
speak emotionally, from the heart, about the changes in 
their life due to finding and following Christ as Lord and 
Savior, participant will explore why today’s believers are 
not only inarticulate but numb with regard to feeling con-
tent in what we say about God and our church. 

Focusing attention on developing a congregation’s 
ability to do the work of evangelism, participants will be 
introduced to a model of developing in stages the compe-
tencies and confidences for persons to share their faith in 
Jesus Christ.

Evangelism training events slated for November
By Paul Black

LEBANON -- Dr. Martha McDonald doesn’t just 
use her voice when teaching her nursing students about 
pathophysiology. She puts her whole body into the effort – 
literally throwing herself into a wall to make a point.

The point — in that particular instance — is to illus-
trate the difference between normal breathing and breath-
ing done for a patient by a ventilator. 

“(I do a) floating through the air kind of thing, waving 
my arms — that I’m just a breath coming in naturally. And 
then I slam myself into a wall to explain that air coming in 
from a ventilator is slammed into the lungs,” she said. 

“I haven’t hurt myself,” she adds. “I have knocked 
things off the wall.”

It’s that enthusiasm and passion that earned McDon-
ald an Exemplary Teacher Award from the General Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry’s Division of Higher 

Education.
McDonald is associate professor of nursing at McK-

endree University in Lebanon, Ill. She is one of 50 faculty 
members at United Methodist-related colleges and 
universities nominated and selected by their institutions 
to receive the 2012 spring award for exemplary teaching, 
service to students beyond the classroom, and commit-
ment to value-centered education. 

McDonald’s students are nurses who already have an 
associate’s degree in nursing and are pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree at an off-campus site in southern Illinois. The pro-
gram also offers a master’s degree.

McDonald says she tries to relate the topics she teaches 
— pathophysiology, health assessment, and nursing re-
search and statistics — to something her students encoun-
ter in everyday life. Acting out pathophysiology does that, 

she says. 
“They can anchor it to something in their own experi-

ence. These are practicing nurses, so I have the advantage 
that the class can often discuss a topic from patients 
they’ve had, rather than in an abstract form.”

And because her students are people already working 
in their careers, McDonald says she also tries “to put my-
self in their shoes” and understand when they aren’t able 
to submit an assignment on time or are having trouble 
finding information. 

“They’re adult learners,” she said. “Life often interrupts 
or intrudes on their learning, so without just making it 
too easy. . . I’m willing to make reasonable accommoda-
tions for issues that come up. That’s probably my strength 
(as a teacher).”
*Tita Parham is a freelance writer, editor and communications consultant 
based in Apopka, Fla.

Dr. Christine Bahr, McKendree University provost and dean, presents the 2012 United Methodist Church Exemplary Teacher Award to Dr. Martha McDonald, associate professor of nursing, on Honors Day. Photo 
courtesy of McKendree University.

Teacher receives award for exemplary service to students
By Tita Parham*



Editor’s note: The following are remarks made by the Rev. Gary Henderson, at a farewell celebration for Bishop 
Gregory and Cynthia Palmer Aug. 19 at Fairview Heights Christ UMC.

I begin with a simple and heart felt thank-you.
Just yesterday I returned from Accra, Ghana where for the last week I participated in a Pan-

Africa training event for United Methodist health professionals from all across the continent of 
Africa.  It was a proud moment for for Imagine No Malaria and for our whole church.   There was 
a buzz of excitement in the air.  Through the hum of simultaneous translation in three languages 
there was a symphony of joy.

Listen to the roll call of the countries present:

Thirteen countries in all; each focused on sharpening their skills related to funding for the fight 
against malaria and the implementation of country specific programing.  In short hand we call it 
Nets Plus.  Insecticide treated bed nets and all the other elements necessary for the fight.  Gathered 
in Accra were United Methodist health professionals from the front lines.

Illinois Great Rivers you need to know that this gathering was made possible because of your 
generous support of Imagine No Malaria. You need to know that you have already have made a 
profound and life giving difference.

I remember standing before your 2010 session of Annual Conference following the Episcopal 
Address and sharing the alarming statistic: That every 30 seconds a child dies of malaria.  I remem-
ber also telling you that a single child means the world to somebody. - Everybody!  You heard and 
you responded!

I remember visiting Sierra Leone with Rev. Jan Griffith and Dr. Pete Paulson.  We saw up close 
and personal the need and the difference the church was making.

Today, I report the news that the stats have changed and the needle has moved in the right 
direction.  Since then deaths by malaria have been cut in half;  currently every 60 seconds a person 
dies of malaria. Improvement yes, with the total elimination of death by malaria our goal and our 
goal is in view.  We must stay the course! 

I have come by this afternoon to say that Illinois Great Rivers is named among the pioneer 
conferences of INM, you have blazed the way. There are eight pioneer conferences and only two – 
Minnesota and Illinois Great Rivers --  have surpassed the $2 million mark; both within the North 
Central Jurisdiction.  As a member of this jurisdiction I say, “Way to go team!” You are in an elite 
and small number thanks to the visionary leadership of your episcopal leader Bishop Gregory 
Vaughn Palmer and the hard work of the clergy and laity of this Annual Conference.  I congratu-
late you and say that others are following your examples.

Bishop Thomas Bickerton the chairperson the Global Health Initiative and the Rev. Larry Hol-
lon, the general secretary of United Methodist Communication, often speak of your good work.  
Last week was a personal opportunity for me to brag about you in Ghana.  Your giving has also 
inspired Africa to give financially too.

Allow me to close as I began by simply by saying thank-you...

•  For the people of Ivory Coast and DRC I say in French "Merci"

•  For the people of Mozambique and Angola I say in Portuguse  "Abrigado"

•  For the people of Zimbawe I say in Shona "Tatenda"

•  For the people of Sierra Leone and Liberia I say in Creole "Tell em tanke, tell papa God tanke"

•  And for English speakers all across Sub-Saharan Africa and the whole of United Methodism I 
say from the bottom of my heart Thank-You!

Well done good and faith servants!  Amen and Hallelujah!  
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IGRC one of two conferences 
to surpass $2 million for 
Imagine No Malaria
By Gary Henderson, Executive Director, Global Health Initiative

Best practices for email
By Paul Black, IGRC Director of Communication Ministries

As several of you may have experienced, the IGRC email system has 
been under attack recently and it has affected the entire system. 

Staff has been working feverishly to contain and eliminate the 
problem, but is has affected the entire system. Of the 1,050 email ad-
dresses in the IGRC domain, five of them were compromised through 
a variety of phishing schemes and the addresses were then used to send 

out roughly 50,000 emails per minute. When those addresses are identified as spamming, the 
entire IGRC domain is affected, which result in bounced or blocked emails. 

We are in the final stages of automating a process which previously have been handled by 
our IT manager so that we can keep on top of the problem. We believe the problem has been 
resolved, but I asked our IT manager Mike Hembrough to collaborate with me in developing a 
list of best practices to consider when using email for business and personal uses. In the case of 
the five, the IGRC email addresses were being used for personal email as well as for church-
related activities:

 • Use business email for business communications 
• Business emails should not contain ‘pretty backgrounds,’  ‘animated butterflies,’ ‘fancy color 
   signatures’ etc. 
• Signing up for prayer of the day, joke of the day, JCPenney newsletter, Macy coupons etc. 
   are not business uses

• Get a freebie account for personal use – it can be deleted when compromised or when it 
   starts getting too much SPAM

• Free providers (aol, msn, gmail, live, juno, yahoo, etc.) own your email and all information 
   in your messages

• Nothing is free on the internet; cost is information, the more personal the better

• Never ever open a file attached in an email - save the file first

• Never ever click a link in an email - copy it and paste into a browser

• If you have any doubt about an email delete it immediately without hesitation, it only 
   takes one

• Don’t send, respond or forward chain emails

• Don’t send, respond or forward virus warnings

• Don’t send, respond or forward someone else’s personal information

• If you subscribed to an email list you are responsible to unsubscribe yourself, don’t report 
  the list as SPAM because you don’t want to receive the messages anymore

• If you are not using and updating anti-malware, anti-spyware and anti-virus software  
  please turn your PC off and leave it off or disconnect it from the internet permanently

• Typing a message with all caps is yelling, all lowercase is whispering

These are good practices to keep in mind and because it does affect us all, it is important to 
remember our responsibility to the larger IGRC community.  

Here We Stand: Immigration
By Rev. Sara Isbell, Member, IGRC Board of Church and Society

(Editor’s note: This is the fourth in a series of articles on the Social Principles of The 
United Methodist Church written by members of the IGRC Board of Church and Society.)

The past decade in the United States, particularly since 9/11, has seen a 
dramatic resurgence of concern over issues of immigration.  Having been 
attacked on our own soil, we now experience fear and caution:  Are all those 

wishing to step on American soil friendly to our people and our interests?  Have our doors swung 
open a little too wide?  What is the proper response of the Church to questions of illegal immigra-
tion, and what does Scripture tell us about how to treat the “foreigner and the alien”?

Following much prayer, discussion and discernment, the 2008 General Conference produced 
a simple statement on immigration for all nations, consistent with the Biblical injuctions:  "Do 
not mistreat an alien or oppress him, for you were aliens in Egypt" (Ex. 22:21); "Do not oppress an 
alien: you yourselves know how it feels to be aliens" (Ex. 23:9).  Paragraph 162H reads simply:

“We recognize, embrace, and affirm all persons, regardless of country of origin, as members 
of the family of God.  We affirm the right of all persons to equal opportunities for employment, 
access to housing, health care, education, and freedom from social discrimination.  We urge the 
Church and society to recognize the gifts, contributions, and struggles of those who are immi-
grants and to advocate for justice for all.”

With this statement, the United Methodist Church not only welcomes the immigrant, and 
commits to justice for all persons regardless of national origin, but actively rejoices in the gifts 
brought to one nation by citizens of another.   In addition, the United Methodist Church calls upon 
the secular society to protect the rights and “economic, educational, and social” benefits of foreign 
workers, and adds this challenge to the faith community:

“Foreign workers also need a religious fellowship, and we call for the churches to include these 
in their care and fellowships and to support them in their efforts for better conditions.” (par. 163F) 


•  Angola (West)
•  Democratic 
    Republic of Congo
•  Uganda

•  South Sudan
•  Rwanda
•  Burundi
•  Cote d'Ivorie

•  Liberia
•  Mozambique
•  Nigeria
•  Sierra Leone

•  Zimbabwe
•  Malawi

Tired of 
high gas 
prices?

UMMCU can help!
United Methodist Ministries Credit Union  

www.ummcu.com

Newer car models have greater 
fuel efficiency, and more manu-
facturers are producing hybrid 
vehicles.  

We can help you with 
your purchase.  

In addition to our low interest 
rates, purchase a vehicle (2010 or 
newer) in the month of Septem-
ber, and the first three months of 
your loan will be interest free.  

HELP!




