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is, it feels like, world.
See Palmer on page 18 . . .
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Deaths

Pauline Mick, wife of retired IGRC
pastor Richard Mick, died Sept. 12. The
Micks served in both the former Southern
Illinois and Central Illinois Conferences
prior for 37 years before retiring in 1998.
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to
Rev. Richard Mick, 225 Churchill Crossing, Nicholasville, KY 40356-2583.
Jesse James Seiber, retired pastor,
died Sept. 1. He was a pastor in the former
Southern Illinois Conference for almost
40 years and retired from Sandoval/Boulder in 1980. His wife, Bertha, passed away
in 2001. Expressions of sympathy may be
sent to a son, Jim Seiber, 5002 Eagle Ridge,
Springfield, IL 62711. A full obituary may
be found on the IGRC website, www.igrc.
org/obituaries.

Positions
Contemporary Worship Leader –
Carbondale Grace, in Carbondale, Il seeks

a permanent part time worship leader for
a contemporary service. Responsibilities
include: leading music, weekly rehearsal, planning worship with pastor. Please
email resume to info@gumc.net.
Youth Ministry Leader – Carbondale Grace, in Carbondale, Il. seeks a permanent part time youth ministry leader.
Responsibilities include planning and
leading weekly youth meeting; leading
youth outings; yearly mission trip; forming small groups for youth. Please email
resume to info@gumc.net.
Youth Coordinator – Pawnee UMC
is looking for a part-time Youth Coordinator to work with youth in the church
and community. The person must be musically talented so as to lead worship on
some Sundays when the Music Director is
off. One day of your choice and Sundays
a must. Please contact Rev. Flo Scott at
the Pawnee UMC at 217-625-4381 if interested.
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(The following message was released
on Sept. 9 in advance of the ninth anniversary of Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.)
As we approach yet another September 11, we are reminded that the world
we live in continues to be fragile place
where emotions and tensions run high.
There are not many of us who will ever
forget where we were on that September
morning nine years ago. We should never
forget those whose lives were taken away
in the horror of just a few hours.
September 11 should be, for all of us,
a day of prayer for peace in this world. It
should be a day for quiet remembrance
and reflection as we seek to find and live
in the ways of peace. We think of Jesus
pausing on his way into the holy city of
Jerusalem on the day we call Palm Sunday. He wept over the city—not so much
for what was about to happen to him,
but because the people did not know the
things that make for peace (Luke 19:4142). We suspect he still weeps, looking
out over the world we currently inhabit.
September 11 should be a day of
prayer for rebuilding and restoring relationships, and for reaching out to find
ways to work and live together in this
world. It is not a day for burning the holy
book of another faith tradition. Tragically
one person has garnered headlines for advocating such a thing. There is nothing of
Jesus in such an action. In fact, as we recall, there was a time when the disciples
wanted to call down fire from heaven on
the perceived enemies for refusing to
receive Jesus. No, Jesus said; in fact he
“rebuked” those who advocated such a
means. (Luke 9:51-55). Such an action
is not the way of Jesus, nor the way of
peace and love.
There was a meeting earlier this
week in Washington, DC, of religious
leaders of many faith communities. The
United Methodist Church and its Council of Bishops was represented by its Executive Secretary, Bishop Neil L. Irons.
The members of the group, in a formal
statement, said: “We are committed to
building a future in which religious differences no longer lead to hostility or
division between communities. Rather,
we believe that such diversity can serve
to enrich our public discourse about the
great moral challenges that face our nation and our planet. On the basis of our
shared reflection, we insist that no religion should be judged on the words or
actions of those who seek to pervert it
through acts of violence; that politicians
and members of the media are never justified in exploiting religious differences
as a wedge to advance political agendas
or ideologies . . . We work together on the
basis of deeply held and widely shared

UMNS photo by John C. Goodwin

News from the Episcopal Office
Bishop marks two-year anniversary
Council of Bishops president issues
(Editor’s note: On Sept. 1, Bishop and I think there are some tangible, vispastoral letter on 9-11 anniversary
Gregory V. Palmer had served two years ible signs, that we are increasingly posi-

A cross made of steel beams from the
wreckage of the World Trade Center
Towers sits at Ground Zero in New York
City in this 2006 UMNS file photo
values, each supported by the sacred texts
of our respective traditions. We acknowledge with gratitude the dialogues between
our scholars and religious authorities that
have helped us to identify a common understanding of the divine command to
love one’s neighbor. Judaism, Christianity
and Islam all see an intimate link between
faithfulness to God and love of neighbor;
a neighbor who in many instances is the
stranger in our midst.
“We are convinced that spiritual leaders representing the various faiths in the
United States have a moral responsibility to stand together and to denounce
categorically derision, misinformation or
outright bigotry directed against any religious group in this country. Silence is not
an option. Only by taking this stand, can
spiritual leaders fulfill the highest calling
of our respective faiths, and thereby help
to create a safer and stronger America for
all of our people.”
We urge all of us to approach the remembrance of September 11 in prayer
and hope for peace; and in resolving to
do everything we can individually and
collectively to live the way of Jesus. It
is our prayer that this weekend be filled
with prayers and not the fires of hatred
and irrational rage.
Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster
President, Council of Bishops
Bishop Neil L. Irons
Executive Secretary,
Council of Bishops
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Announcement & Events
LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C. – Rev. Shane
Bishop of Fairview
Heights Christ UMC
encourages his congregation to be evangelists when he says,
“We exist to connect
people with Jesus
Shane Bishop
Christ; that is all we do
here.” He practices Wesleyan Evangelism
in every aspect of his leadership, which is
why he has been named the 2010 Distinguished Evangelist of The United Methodist Church by the Foundation for Evangelism.
Rev. Bishop has been the senior pastor at Christ UMC since 1997. Under his
leadership the average worship attendance
has grown from around 300 to more than
1,200, and membership has grown from
400 to over 1,000. In the last three years,
there have been almost 200 professions
of faith. Yet, Bishop insists he is not the
sole minister of the church. The ministers
are all those who attend, and he puts this
philosophy into practice by promoting
discipleship and spiritual growth so that

more individuals may be evangelists for
Christ. He encourages laity to plant seeds
wherever they go. Many people under
Bishop’s leadership have “caught the fever for spreading the good news of Jesus
Christ,” according to Alan Prass, Executive Director for Christ UMC.
The son of a Baptist preacher, Rev.
Bishop is described as having “southern
Illinois grit,” a down-to-earth manner that
makes him both approachable and reputable. His congregation feels his strengths
in Bible-based preaching, soul-winning,
and leadership have helped the church’s
congregation to grow six-fold since 1997.
Bishop holds undergraduate and graduate
degrees from Southern Illinois University-Carbondale. He is an ordained Elder in
the United Methodist Church and a graduate of Candler School of Theology at Emory University. A former history teacher
and coach, he is a world-traveler having
served in mission and ministry to the Philippines, Israel, Jordan and this year plans
to travel to Greece. Evidence of Wesleyan
Evangelism is found wherever Bishop’s
influence touches, such as reaching out to
families with small children, promoting

Bishop Palmer to visit with
local church leaders

Bishop Gregory V.
Palmer will be visiting with local church
leaders – lay leaders,
lay members to annual
conference, chairs of
church council, trustees and staff-parish
Bishop Palmer relations committees;
worship leaders, Sunday
School leaders and leadership – in a series
of seven regional gatherings this fall. The
purpose of the events is to build relationships and equip and empower laity for the
disciple-making task.
In each gathering, Bishop Palmer will
have an opening devotion and discuss the
initiatives presented at Annual Conference.

A question and answer period will follow.
Although targeted for local church leaders, anyone may attend.
Dates for the gatherings are as follows:
Wednesday, Sept. 22 – Peoria Bethel
UMC, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 26 – Savoy UMC, 4 to 6
p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 29 – Moline Riverside UMC, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 30 – Quincy Melrose
Chapel UMC, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 3 – Carbondale First
UMC, 4 to 6 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 4 – Neoga Grace UMC,
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 13 – Troy UMC, 6:30
to 8:30 p.m.

Flexible spending account changes in 2011
By Rick Van Giesen
Director of Administrative Services and
Conference Benefits Officer
Active pastors who participate in the
IGRC FLEX plan (also called Section
125 Plan, Cafeteria Plan, Flexible Medical Spending Plan, FSA Plan) will notice a
change in the rules regarding the purchase
of over-the-counter (OTC) medications
with the FLEX plan beginning in 2011.
The recent Health Care Reform Act
(PPACA) vastly reduces your ability to
claim reimbursements for OTC medications. Pastors should consider these
changes in making plans for their salary-

reduction amounts in 2011.
Beginning in Jan. 1, 2011, over-thecounter medications can only be reimbursed by the FLEX plan in 2011 if they
are purchased with a doctor’s prescription.
The new rules do not apply to the purchase
of insulin or diabetic supplies.
Will my FLEX card still work for
purchases of OTC medications at the
register?
No. The regulations require Flex Cards
to be deactivated for these purchases.
I have a prescription for an OTC
medication; how do I get reimbursed?
You will probably have to file your
See FLEX changes on page 5 …

door-to-door “knock and talks,” Invite-aFriend Sundays, and cultivating culturally
relevant programs and ministries to meet
the needs of outsiders.
Since Rev. Bishop’s tenure began, the
Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference
has recognized Fairview Heights Christ
UMC with its Award for Church Growth
and Evangelism for Large Churches four
times. Rev. Bishop has also been recognized with the Denman Evangelism
Award (1996) and was inducted into the
World Methodist Evangelism Council’s
“Order of the FLAME” in 1999.
The Distinguished Evangelist of The
United Methodist Church Award is presented annually to an individual whose
personal ministry in evangelism has been
recognized throughout the United Methodist denomination. The Foundation for
Evangelism is an affiliate of the General Board of Discipleship of The United
Methodist Church. Founded in 1949 by
the late Dr. Harry Denman, the Foundation provides grants for Doctoral Education, Leadership Development, Leadership Enrichment, and Venture Capital.

Chittister to speak
in Springfield

Women at the Well-Springfield is
hosting international speaker and author Joan Chittister, OSB as the keynote
speaker for a one-day ecumenical conference in Springfield.
The event, Praise the God of Justice
Who Knows No Favorites, will be held
on Oct. 23 at the Prairie Capital Convention Center in Springfield.
Chittister’s presentation is entitled,
God, People and the World. The fee for
the day is $75 which includes lunch and
opportunities to visit exhibitors.
Information about the conference
is available at http://womenatthewellspringfield.com.

Foundation to assist
Native Americans
The 4 Directions Healing Foundation
is an educational and charitable organization comprised of Native American people
from different states and reservations, six
of whom are Native American United
Methodist ministers, with four of those in
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.
4 Directions is a newly-formed organization, incorporated in Illinois, with offices in Chillicothe, IL. The organization is
currently working to become a 501c3 notfor-profit.
To find out more about 4 Directions,
visit: www.4directionshealingfoundatio
n.com, or call President Adam Danner at
309-635-1107.

2011 apportionments,
important numbers

Briefs

Bishop named 2010 Distinguished Evangelist

Apportionment totals for
2011 along with other important
numbers that will assist local
congregations in their charge conference preparations are available on the
IGRC website.
The apportionment totals can
be downloaded at: www.igrc.
org/2011apportionments and numbers
associated with minimum salaries,
direct billing of pensions and health
benefits can be found at www.igrc.
org/2011numbers.
Both pages are located in the Finance and Benefits section of the IGRC
website.

Are you ready for
retirement?
Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit
Fund will host, “Are You Ready for Retirement?” a two-day, one-night conference Oct. 29-30 at the Pere Marquette
Hotel in Peoria.
Participants will explore issues
surrounding retirement ranging from
pension benefits, health insurance, tax
issues, emotional issues, and relationship with your spouse.
The seminar is open to anyone but
specifically to those clergy and spouses
who are 10 years or less from retirement. Cost for the event is $30 per
person, $50 per couple. These costs
do not include lodging for which the
participant is responsible.
A block of rooms have been secured
at Pere Marquette Hotel. All room reservations are to be completed through
registration for the event.
To register, download the event
brochure by going to: www.igrc.org/
events/detail/604 or register online at:
www.igrc.org/retirement. Payment is
expected with the completed registration form.
For more information, contact Rev.
Keith Anderson at kanderson@igrc.org
or by calling 217-529-3221.

NCJ Religion & Race
learning event challenges
‘business as usual’
The 2010 North Central Jurisdiction
Religion & Race learning event Challenging Business as Usual, will be held
Oct. 15-17 at the Hilton Milwaukee
City Center.
Rev. Leondis Fuller, associate minister of New Covenant Bishop Church
in Milwaukee will be Friday’s keynote
speaker.
A downloadable brochure is available at: www.igrc.org/events/detail/388.
The link is located at the bottom of the
page under the address for the Hilton
City Center.
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Local Church News
AUBURN – Jonah and the Whale
is the theme of the Fifth Annual Amaze-ing Corn Maze, sponsored by the
Auburn UMC.
The maze has already been open two
weekends and the remaining schedule is
as follows:
Saturday, Oct. 2 and 9 from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m.; Sunday, Oct. 3 and 10, noon
to 6 p.m.; and Monday, Oct. 11 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.
Admission is $5 per person to enter
the maze.
A special Youth Group Night has
been scheduled from 6 to 9 p.m. on
Monday, Oct. 10. Youth group members can have access to the maze, with
hot dog, chips and soda pop for $7 per
person.
For more details, visit www.auburnumc.org, or contact Gay Marques at
217-438-3553 or by emailing AuburnCornMaze@yahoo.com

Mt. Olive UMC to host
Red Bird craftsmen
Mt. Olive UMC will host craftsmen from Red Bird Mission as part of
a Nov. 20-21 craft fair.
Hours for the fair are 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Nov. 20 and following the Sunday service until 3 p.m. on Nov. 21.
All items are hand-made Appalachian crafts. Items include baskets,
woven rugs, homemade dolls, cornshuck items, candles, jewelry, jams,
jellies, recipes toys, games utensils,
furniture, Christmas ornaments and
nativity sets.
Purchasing of these craft items provides a market for local artisans which
is a vital part of the region’s economic
development plan. The area’s unemployment rate is nearly 50 percent.
Red Bird Mission is an Agency
of Red Bird Missionary Conference
related to the General Board of Global
Ministries of The United Methodist
Church.

Challenge leads to ‘beast’ of a trip to Disney
By Robert Schoolcraft
Pastor, Beardstown
UMC

It was a “beast” of a
trip! The trip entered the
planning, and planting,
stage nearly a year and
a half ago.
Robert Schoolcraft
The Sunday School
Superintendent began questioning as to
why there wasn’t a Junior High/Senior
High Sunday School class anymore. The
answer was simple; there were no youth
and, therefore, no teacher. I took the concern to the Church Council. They, too,
were concerned that we had no Junior
High/Senior High Sunday School class.
The next Church Council meeting, I
asked how committed they were to having
a Junior High/Senior High Sunday School
class. The answer was very committed. I
pressed more and asked HOW committed.
The reply was VERY committed. It was at
this point the journey began.
Since we were beginning with a clean
slate, I asked if they were willing to send
youth with perfect attendance for a year to
Disney’s Magic Kingdom. “Yes” was the
enthusiastic reply. I then asked, “Do we
have a teacher for the class?” After hesitation, they asked if I would teach the class. I
agreed if I could teach in a non-traditional
manner. They agreed.
A beginning date was set. We didn’t
know what to expect. Would anyone attend? Would everyone attend? Needless
to say, it WAS a concern. After all, many
youth (and adults) would love to visit Disney’s Magic Kingdom.
The date arrived and there were 11 in
attendance. I opened class with prayer. I
then asked those who had attended Sunday
School before why they had quit attending.
“It’s boring,” was the answer. I then asked
the group as a whole what they thought of
school in general. “It’s boring,” was the
answer.
“So the only reason you are here is to
go to Disney?”
“Duh!”
It was what I expected. I then distributed the student Bibles and opened them
to the first Chapter of Acts. I said, “I want

you to read the first fifteen verses and I am
going downstairs to get a cup of coffee.”
I returned shortly and asked if they had
completed the reading. There was laughter.
Once again I stated: “So the only reason you are here is to go to Disney?” Nearly everyone said, “Yes.”
I closed their student Bibles and placed
them on the shelf. I then said, “Ok, let’s go
shoot pool.” I will never forget the look on
their faces as we went to the game room.
I stated they had to choose someone
to break. They did. After he chalked his
cue stick and was about to break, I said,
“if you scratch you have to give me a ten
commandment.”
“What’s a ten commandment?” one
asked. I distributed a copy of the ten commandments to them. Once again it was
time to break. And once again, I interrupted.
“You are not playing “eight ball”; you
are playing “rotation”. (That means one
has to make the one ball first, then the two,
and so on.)
There were no balls made on the break.
The next youth missed his shot. The third
youth made the one ball. I asked him to
take the ball out of the pocket and look

at it. He did and said it looked like a one
ball. I asked him to look closer. He then
replied, “it looks like eleven or something
on here.”
I had taken an erasable marker and had
written “1:1” on the ball. I replied, “that is
Acts 1:1 … that is your memory verse for
the week. As class progressed, we adapted
ping-pong, foosball, and some other games
using the same premise.
Nine youth completed the year with
perfect attendance. I stressed they had
to memorize the ten commandments and
selected verses before they could ride the
rides at Disney. In other words, they could
go to Disney with perfect attendance but
if they were to ride the rides, there were
additional requirements. They fulfilled
the requirements. They knew that as they
neared the head of the line at Disney, I
would ask them for either a ten commandment (I would just give a number) or I
would ask for one of the selected memory
verses. If they could not answer, they went
to the back of the line with one of the chaperones.
I find this to be a radical but effective
way to reach our youth. Oh, and I learned
that “beast” is the new term for “cool”.

Photo courtesy of Robert Schoolcraft

Auburn unveils Jonah and
the Whale Corn Maze

Students from Beardstown UMC are pictured in front of the castle at Disney’s Magic
Kingdom.

Decatur church members offer helping hand to flood-ravaged Iowa town
By Sheila Smith
Decatur Herald & Review
DECATUR - More than two years
after flood waters swamped the town of
Oakville, Iowa, efforts to rebuild are still
under way, thanks to federal funds and
help from church groups such as Decatur
First UMC.
This summer, 26 church members
went to Oakville, 55 miles southwest of

the Quad-Cities, to lend a hand.
“It was such a huge blessing to give
a little back in helping those folks who
have been through so much, as well as
spend time with our church family,” said
the Rev. Kathy King-Nobles. The intergenerational mission trip included members as young as age 3 to seniors.
First United Methodist members did
drywalling, insulation work and interior
and exterior painting of flood-damaged

homes.
In June 2008, the more than 400
residents of Oakville found themselves
overrun with rushing flood waters that
destroyed most of the town. Now only
150 people have returned to rebuild their
homes and save their town, King-Nobles
said.
“There were some hardships encountered with the lack of electricity and running water at the homes we were working

on,” she said.
Sleeping arrangements, she added,
were air mattresses on bunk beds in the
basement of a United Methodist church in
Oakville. A curtain made of white sheets
separated the men’s from the women’s
sleeping quarters.
Evenings were set aside for devotion,
singing songs and laughter after working
all day.
See Decatur First UMC on page 7 …
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Three United Methodist churches join in ‘Back to Church Sunday’
Pana First, Decatur Grace and Effingham Centenary among the participating congregations

By Sheila Smith
Decatur Herald& Review

PANA – Mykaela Elder is always inviting someone to her church.
Recently, the 11-year-old has asked
three friends, a neighbor and parents from
her school to attend Pana’s First United
Methodist Church for “Back to Church
Sunday.”
Dawn Elder said her daughter, a student at Decatur’s Northwest Christian
Campus before moving to Pana, wants to
see people worship.
“I’ve invited the mother and father of
one of Mykaela’s friends to come back to
church on Sunday. They are new in town
and visited for the first time last Sunday,”
Elder said of her own efforts to get people
to visit the church.
“I saw a boy in our town at Wal-Mart,
and he hadn’t been to church in a while, so I
invited him and his family back to church.”
Churches will be opening their doors
wide to welcome visitors for Back to

Church Sunday. This year, more than 1.4
million invitations were sent out from
churches across the country in hopes of
reaching out to those who are unchurched.
This is double the amount of invitations sent out last year, when the Nashville based-LifeWay Christian Resources
kicked off the event for the first time.
“We find that a high percentage of
people have a personal belief in God that
is not equal to the number of those who
actually attend church,” said Phillip Nation, director of ministry development for
LifeWay Resources.
Nation said that, based on a study of
15,000 American adults, 63 percent of
them received information about a local
congregation from a relative. About 56 percent of them received information on a local congregation from a friend or neighbor.
“What we learned is that the more
personal (the) invitation, then the more
effective it is,” Nation said about starting
the national movement. “This whole campaign is to get people across the thresholds

of church.”
Several churches in Central Illinois
signed up online at www.backtochurch.
com to get the tools needed to motivate
their members for Sunday’s event. Among
them are Decatur’s Grace United Methodist Church and Oak Grove Church of the
Nazarene, as well as Broadway Christian
Church in Mattoon and Centenary United
Methodist Church in Effingham.
The Rev. Danny Cox, senior pastor
of Grace United Methodist, has activities planned for the whole weekend, including a women’s conference today and
a morning worship service and a concert
with Dove Award winning Christian group
Sidewalk Prophets on Sunday.
Cox said his members have been passing out cards reminding people of the activities for the weekend and inviting them
to church Sunday.
“Our attendance halted a little this
summer,” Cox said. “But with the end of
summer and kids back in school, we are
hoping that people will be more receptive

to the invitation to come to church. We just
want people to go to church somewhere
and hopefully get a percentage of those at
our church.”
The Rev. David Hultberg said that if
it wasn’t for Mykaela and her family, he
wouldn’t see as many new faces at First
United Methodist in Pana. His church participated in the Back to Church Sunday
event last year.
“People who regularly attend church
tend to get concerned about themselves
and their own relationship (with God).
Only a small percentage of people actually
invite others to church,” Hultberg said.
“This event allows them to do the task
of talking to family, friends or co-workers
about coming back to church. Last year
for the event, there were people we hadn’t
seen in a while come back to church and
others who hadn’t been to church since
they were a kid.”
(Reprinted with permission from the
Sept. 10 issue of the Decatur Herald &
Review)

Winchester UMC celebrates 175 years of faithful ministry

The Winchester UMC completed a
year-long celebration of its 175th anniversary with an “official” celebration held Aug.
30, 2009.
As we celebrate this milestone of our
church and as we go forth in faith; it is our
prayer that God will continue to lead and
guide us as we strive to be that “Lighthouse
of Hope” for generations to come.
Winchester UMC started plans for its
175th year celebration in March 2009.
On March 29, the year-long celebration
was kicked off with a concert from a local
Christian music group. A packed house enjoyed listening to “Shouts of Grace” as they
shared their love for God through music and
praise. Plans to build a float to enter summer parades at local celebrations began in
early June. The United Methodist Cross and
Flame (built by one of our church members and his family) and a sign bearing our
church’s mission statement, stood out in
every parade and always brought applause
from the onlookers. Several members of our
church family, young and old, took part in
this fun event.
Jewelry and other commemorative

FLEX
Continued from page 3
claim on paper with copies of your prescriptions and receipts.
If I have money left over from 2010,
can I purchase OTC medications with it
in 2011?

items were made out of stained-glass from
the windows of the razed church. These
items were available for purchase, as well
as T-shirts, ceramic mugs, and mouse pads
throughout the year long celebration. A photographic wedding exhibit was on display as
well as pictures of past and current events.
The church held its Homecoming Celebration on Sunday, Aug. 30, welcoming
back four of our six living former ministers
and their families. The morning began with
fellowship and coffee time in Sibert Hall.
Rev. Robin Lyons led the morning worship
service, which included welcoming the former ministers in attendance, serving of Holy
Communion, and confirming seven young
people on this historic day.
Rev. Randy Robinson, LaMoine River
District Superintendant, was also in attendance and passed out Bibles to the church’s
incoming class of third graders and high
school freshmen. There was a photo session following the morning worship service
followed by a catered lunch.
The afternoon service started off by
honoring 16 members of our church family with 50 or more years of membership.
There was a re-dedication of our church
building, new members received into our
church fellowship, and memories shared by

Four of six pastors who are still living took part in Winchester UMC’s 175th anniversary celebration. Pictured here, from left are Rev. James McClarey (pastor, 1989-1996);
Rev. Tom Corum (1996-1999); Rev. Robin Lyons (2005-present); and Rev. David Deal
(1968-1981). Former pastors unable to attend were Rev. Joel Catlin (1999-2005) and
Rev. Paul Paskewitz (1985-1989).
our former ministers as well as our church formed selections on the historic 1908 Lyon
family.
& Healy pipe organ.
The year-long celebration was capped
A new church directory is nearing comoff with an organ recital on Dec. 13. Chris pletion and will include pictures of many
Moore, an organist from St. Louis, per- events from the year-long celebration.

No, the changes take effect in 2011,
even for 2010 plan year funds.
What about other supplies like
crutches, bandages, and self-diagnostic
kits?
Generally, only medicine is covered by
the new rules, so supplies could still be eligible for reimbursement.

Can I still use the FLEX Plan for copays, deductibles and unreimbursed expenses from medical providers?
Yes – no change there. However, be
aware that the $6000 limit in our current
plan has to be reduced to $2500 in 2013.
So if Junior needs braces, you might want
to think about it sooner than later.

Photo courtesy of Winchester UMC

By Pat Robinson
Winchester UMC

2011 IGRC
Program Calendar
dates needed.
See page 14 for details
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USDA lab devotes plot to produce and experimentation

Photo courtesy of istockphoto.com

People’s Gardens provide fresh produce for Peoria First’s Loaves and Fishes

By Clare Howard
Galesburg Register-Mail
PEORIA — Research chemist Rogers Harry-O’kuru tends the tomato patch.
Research chemist Susan McCormick, who
specializes in mycotoxins in wheat, works
on squash, carrots and onions in the garden.
Mark Klokkenga, a science technician, and
James Swezey, a microbiologist, grow purple beans, pole beans and kohlrabi.
The scientists all work at the National
Center for Agriculture Utilization Research in Peoria, and all heard the call
from U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack asking for volunteers to establish
“People’s Gardens.”
Vilsack launched the program last
year on the 200th anniversary of the birth
of Abraham Lincoln, who started the U.S.
Department of Agriculture in 1862 and referred to it as “The People’s Department.”
Vilsack’s program aims to create gardens at USDA facilities around the world

that benefit their communities and highlight
sustainable practices that protect the environment.
When the program started last year, 124
People’s Gardens were established. The
Peoria ag lab started a People’s Garden this
year, and the program has grown to more
than 400 gardens worldwide.
Some might be window boxes at embassies in major cities while others are
large plots. The chemical-free, 45-foot-by65-foot plot on the south lawn at the Peoria
facility supplies produce for two food pantries, South Side Mission’s Benevolence
Center, 2919 W. Garden St., and First United Methodist Church Loaves and Fishes
soup kitchen, 116 NE Perry Ave.
About 75 pounds of fresh produce has
already been harvested and distributed to
the food pantries.
Plant biologist and greenhouse manager
Nathan Deppe is coordinator of the People’s Garden in Peoria.
“This is completely volunteer and not
during normal working hours. People work
in the garden during their lunch hour or before or after work,” he said.
No chemical pesticides or fertilizers are
used on the garden, Deppe said. A composter at one end of the garden turns organic
matter to usable compost in about two
months.
Harry-O’kuru smiled broadly and shook
his head ... no chemicals on his vegetable
garden at home either, which is twice the
size of the ag lab garden.
“I grew up with dirt. We don’t use any
chemicals in Nigeria, and I follow my mother’s practices,” he said. “Here (in the United
States), chemicals are mostly used on large
commercial operations for convenience.”
Vilsack would like to see People’s Gar-

dens that are designed to capture rainwater
that runs into rivers and streams causing
erosion and siltation. Other gardens might
be green roofs that reduce runoff and insulate buildings. Others are demonstration
gardens to teach sustainable practices.
Jeffrey Davidson works in animal and
plant health inspection at the USDA and
volunteers with Klokkenga and Swezey on
beans and kohlrabi in the People’s Garden.
Davidson specializes in the emerald ash
borer and the Japanese beetle.
All three scientists have vegetable gardens at home and don’t use chemical pesticides or fertilizers. When it became clear
early on that the rabbits were feasting on the
People’s Garden, they installed a fence.
Meg Newell, spokeswoman at South
Side Mission, said the number of people
needing help from the organization’s food
pantry has grown by 41 percent over the
past four years.
“We have seen no indication of an economic recovery, but we know from history
that recovery comes to the South Side last.
Our people are the first hurt and the last
helped,” Newell said. “We gratefully receive everything the ag lab donates to our
food pantry.”
At Loaves and Fishes, an average of
250 people are served every Saturday.
“It’s wonderful that the ag lab donates
their fresh produce. We try to serve the most
nutritious meals possible. Sometimes we
use the produce in our cooking and sometimes we put it on our take-home table,”
said Patty Bash, coordinator of the soup
kitchen. “We love it when people can take
home fresh produce.”
(Reprinted with permission from the
July 13 issue of the Galesburg RegisterMail)
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Community garden
benefits ministry
By Jon Krenek
Kankakee Daily Journal

KANKAKEE – Rather than potato
chips or popcorn for a snack, kids at Asbury United Methodist Church’s day care
center in Kankakee ask for zucchini.
What’s the trick?
“Having seen it grow, they want to try
it,” said Alex Panozzo, a certified Master
Gardener with the University of Illinois
Extension. “How many kids would ask
for zucchini for a snack?”
The community garden Panozzo
helps Asbury maintain is a daily stop for
children staying at the day care. In addition to producing fresh vegetables for
area food pantries, the garden provides
children with the opportunity to plant
seeds, learn about growing plants -- and
get excited about new, healthy foods.
But sometimes, it still takes a little
convincing. The sight of a strange, new
thing can still make the youngsters wince.
“It’s not going to hurt you,” said Panozzo, as he passed a prickly cucumber
to a cautious group of care children last
week. “It’s not like a cactus.”
The garden at the Kankakee church
is the latest addition locally to a growing
number of urban gardens in the area. The
Kankakee Community Center started one
recently in a vacant lot on Harrison Avenue in Kankakee; and youth agencies
have increasingly made garden visits a
regular part of their programming, said
Donna Nuger, youth development educator with the University of Illinois Extension office for Kankakee County.
“It’s definitely becoming more of a
trend,” Nuger said. “There are so many
things that come out of this in a positive
See Garden on page 15 …

By Karen Rivera
Decatur Christ UMC

DECATUR – A few years ago, I received an ad encouraging me to subscribe
to a new phone service.
On the flap of the envelope, these words
were printed: “The world doesn’t revolve
around Karen Rivera.”
My first thought was: this was a strange
marketing slogan. After all, how could
someone who had never met me decide that
I was merely a speck in the universe? Really? I decided to keep that small piece of
paper on my refrigerator as a daily reality
check about my significance in the world.
Our visit with Rev. Paye and Deborah
Mondolo clarified the importance of those
words even more. For example, I was feeling overwhelmed when I had a stack of
dishes, goblets, and glassware to wash and
dry (no automatic dishwasher in my house
– ever). The items had been stored on the

cabinet tops during a recent home improvement project that left a layer of dust over
everything in the house.
Then I heard Rev. Paye describe the
destruction of the infrastructure of Liberia during the wars that have plagued the
country for years. I was complaining about
washing dishes while people near the Weala
District had to wait in line to pump water by
hand and then carry it to their homes.
Besides having to wait for the scheduled time that the hydraulic pump would
be available, the people have to deal with
a lack of electricity. Power is provided by
generators, and Rev. Paye said that is how
he recharges his laptop computer. Use of
the internet is usually limited to times when
they can visit an internet café in Monrovia,
Liberia’s capital.
One topic of interest was the importance
placed on education. The teachers and pastors help the students realize that having an
education is the only way they can improve

Rev. Paye Mondolo, district superintendent in the Wealah District in Liberia, and his
wife Deborah, recently visited the Sangamon River District. The Mondolos are pictured
with Rev. Kelly Cox, pastor of Decatur First UMC.
their country. This concept is emphasized in but especially as the students enter their last
the 12th grade building that has the follow- year. A person must have appropriate moral
ing sign posted over its entrance: School of behavior to be a good leader and a good
Wisdom and Integrity. Rev. Paye told us family member.
that integrity is emphasized in all grades
See Mondolo visit on page 8 …

Photo courtesy of Decatur Christ UMC

The world doesn’t revolve around me?
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Johnstown UMC holds its final service, completes its mission
class of the Church of the United Brethren
in Christ was organized by Rev. A Rider
of Westfield in 1887. He was serving as a
supply pastor for the Toledo Circuit.
From the date of its organization, the

Photos courtesy of Paul Black

(Editor’s note: The following history
has read by Martha Roberts as part of the
closing service at the Johnstown UMC on
Sept. 12).
JOHNSTOWN – The Johnstown

Johnstown UMC, located in the Embarras River District, held its final service as a
United Methodist congregation on Sept. 12. The church, located near the Coles-Cumberland County line was organized as a United Brethren Church in 1887.

Among those in attendance for the final service included former pastors Paul Black
(1985-1998), Rev. Thomas and Rev. Jan Hawkins (1998-2004), current pastor Rev. L.
Raymond Roberts and Embarras River District Superintendent Randy Reese.

Decatur First UMC
Continued from page 5
King-Nobles said the highlight of the
trip was when church member Patty Barr
led daily story time for children at a park
in Oakville.
“It gave the children something to do
who had nothing to do before in that community. And leaders in the town said they
wanted to continue it,” she said.
King-Nobles said the time spent in
Oakville “has had a profound impact on all
of us.”
One participant, Debbie Vandermyde,
agreed. She said she felt the mission was
where God wanted them to be.
“I came back feeling that we really

made a difference. And many of us are excited to go
(Reprinted with permission from the
Sept. 10 issue of the Decatur Herald & Review)

Russell
Continued from page 19
Persons who take membership vows
promise to “uphold this congregation of
the United Methodist Church by [their]
prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.” All too often, however, there are
few expectations beyond serving on a
committee, showing up on Sunday and
making a financial pledge—and certainly
no follow-through or consequences.

Johnstown Class was served by Rev. Rider
as an appointment on the Toledo Circuit.
During the annual conference session held
in Westfield in September 1888, the Janesville Circuit was formed. This circuit consisted of Janesville, Zion, Unity Chapel
and Johnstown. Rev. F.M. Buckner was
appointed the first pastor of the Janesville
Circuit. Johnstown has been part of seven
circuits since its organization.
The Johnstown Class did not have
a building of its own in which to worship until 1899. Worship was held in a
church building belonging to the Christian
Church. This building was shared with all
the orthodox denominations in the community.
From 1887 to 1897, the Johnstown
Class grew very little in numbers and financial strength. The Conference Minutes
of 1898 report a very substantial growth
in membership and finances. Early in February 1898, the Johnstown Class decided
to build a house in which to worship. The
following persons were named Trustees:
Charles Connell, C. Laymon, Joseph L.
Ozee, D.F. Jones and Sidney Greeson.
The Building Committee consisted of
the Trustees and James Beals who was to
direct solicitation for money and materials with which to build. Those who carried subscription papers were Charles
Connell, C. Laymon, D.F. Jones and
Clarence Ferguson. These papers made
it clear that all orthodox denominations
were free to worship in the church when
it was not in use by the United Brethren
people.
Land on which to build the church
was purchased from Dr. Johnathan Shull
for the sum of $50. The building was
started Feb. 10, 1898, and was completed
Feb. 1, 1899. It was not dedicated at the
time of completion. The Christian Church
held all of its worship services there and
continued to do so until it was dedicated
as the United Brethren Church in Christ,
Aug. 7, 1908.
In 1946, the United Brethren and
Evangelical churches merged into the
Evangelical United Brethren Church.

The merger was graciously accepted by
the members of the Johnstown church but
did not create a major difference in the
way the church functioned from day to
day. Church attendance fluctuated greatly
during this period with generally low attendance during the winter months, but as
many as 25 attendees during the months
of good weather. In the 1950’s the Church
experienced a period of growth and a
Sunday School room was added to accommodate the number of children who
were attending.
In 1968, the Evangelical United
Brethren Chruch and the Methodist
Church merged to form the United Methodist denomination. Names of some of
the organizations within the church were
changed, but again the merger did not
greatly affect the church operation.
From 1968 to the present, the Johnstown United Methodist Church has experienced a number of changes. Because
the church is located in a stable, rural
community, the church has suffered attrition which it has not been unable to stop.
Children who attended the church have
grown and moved away. Some families
left the church to attend larger churches
where there are more opportunities for
the young people.
As the church population grew older,
death has taken many away. In 1956, there
were 75 names on the Church roster; today there are 10. In the 1950’s, it was not
unusual to have 45 persons attending the
worship services. Today, there are four;
six if you include the minister and his
wife in the count.
The church building has seen periods
of war and periods of peace. It has seen
periods of economic depression and periods of a flourishing economy. It has seen
its people grow old and few.
The Johnstown Church of the United Brethren in Christ – The Johnstown
Evangelical United Brethren Church –
The Johnstown United Methodist Church
has fulfilled its mission and on Sept. 12,
2010, is sending its people to worship in
other places.

Yet churches that ask something of
their members tend to have a more engaged
and active laity who feel empowered for
the work of the ministry. Young people, in
particular, are eager to invest their lives in
something bigger than themselves.
To be sure, it’s not always easy to
describe the theological nuances of the
Christian faith journey as Wesley understood it. You can’t quite fit it into a neat
and tidy gospel tract or a pithy slogan.
But offering a path toward spiritual
formation shouldn’t be beyond our capabilities. We’re supposed to be about making disciples, after all.
And isn’t that what people are looking
for in a church—a place where they can
learn how to become a Christ-follower?

“They want to know how to pray,”
writes Dr. Dick. “They want to know how
to read and interpret the Bible. They want
to be able to talk about Christian beliefs
and practices. They want companions on
the journey.
“People are seeking depth . . . and they
reject those places where people don’t
know their own story—the story of the
church, the faith and God.”
Can the United Methodist Church rediscover and share its distinctive story? Or
will Comedy Central have the last laugh?
(Robin Russell is the managing editor
of United Methodist Reporter. Reprinted
with permission from United Methodist
Reporter Online, www.umportal.org.)
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Forming Spiritual Leaders
Course of Study
Extension School
dates announced

Dates and
courses for the
2010-2011 Course
of Study Extension
School have been announced.
The Extension Course of Study
is basically for part-time pastors and
exists to provide quality theological
training and equipping for ministry. It is
administered by the Board of Ordained
Ministry of the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference.
For more information, visit the
Course of Study website at: www.
igrcos.blogspot.com or contact the
Dean, Rev. Dr. E. Michael Jones at
mjones@igrc.org
Classes and dates for the spring are
as follows:
COS 312 Theological Heritage:
Reformation – taught by Rev. Dr. Dennis Powers
COS 512 Contemporary Theology
– instructor TBA.
Both courses are being taught Feb.
4-5 and March 4-5. Online registration
is at: http://www.igrc.org/COSFeb2011
COS 511 New Testament II –
taught by Rev. Dr. E. Michael Jones
and Rev. Keith Anderson.
COS 513 Our Mission: Transforming Agent – taught by Rev. Dr.
Thomas Logsdon.
Both courses are being held April
1-2 and April 29-30. Online registration is at: http://www.igrc.org/COSApril2011

Mondolo

Continued from page 6
Many students walk an hour to get to
school and another hour to go home. To
show the importance of education, Rev.
Paye told us about a 42-year-old man who
wanted to go back to school. He had a 10th
grade education, but he wanted to graduate with a high school diploma. His village would not allow him to go to school
because he was the only person in their society who had the power and authority to
communicate with other village leaders.
After some serious negotiating, the
church convinced the people to allow a
pastor to come to the village to replace the
leader temporarily. His status allowed him
to be able to be accepted as the main communicator. This compromise allowed the
man to complete his education and receive
his diploma.
Rev. Paye reported that the schools
expect to have 1,000 students enrolled in
the fall of 2010. We asked him how many

Mentoring for effective clergy leadership
Rev. Patty Johansen,
Tuscola UMC, ChairMentor Coordination
& Training Team
IGRC Board of
Ordained Ministry

As a seminarian,
I served as a student
Patty Johansen pastor in a very large
church for three years.
There were several full-time “real” pastors on that staff, and one of them became a
mentor for me. He was there to listen when
I was unsure about some aspect of my ministry, he provided suggestions about how to
move ministry forward, he encouraged me,
and he taught me a lot of important lessons
that I still apply in my ministry today.
Good mentoring is vital in the journey
toward becoming a clergyperson. In The
United Methodist Church, there are two
ways of officially mentoring those who are
responding to a call to ministry: candidacy
mentors and clergy mentors. Each one has
distinct functions and responsibilities.
“Candidacy mentors are clergy in full
connection, associate members, or fulltime local pastors who have completed the
Course of Study trained to provide counsel
and guidance related to the candidacy process. Candidates will be assigned a candidacy mentor by the district committee on
ordained ministry in consultation with the
district superintendent. Candidacy mentors
will work with the candidate until that candidate begins serving in an appointive ministry as a local pastor or a commissioned
minister.” (The Book of Discipline of the
United Methodist Church, 2008; paragraph
349.1.a)
Candidacy mentors are part of a per-

son’s preparation and growth in responding to a call to ministry. As such, candidacy
mentors have two basic roles:
Guide to the candidate (as a co-discerner, consultant, and adviser to encourage and
support the candidate in making vocational
and ministry decisions)
Represent the process (by informing
and explaining UM understanding and accountability to the teaching and polity under which the candidate may be serving and
leading)
The relationship between candidate
and mentor is to be a very open one, in
which the mentor creates a safe place for
the candidates’ reflection and growth. The
mentor is not an evaluator of the candidate,
and should not be considered an automatic
“pipeline” of information to the district superintendent or the district committee on
ordained ministry. The role of the mentor
is to represent the candidate, making sure
his or her story is told and heard throughout
the process of candidacy. The relationship
might be characterized as a sacred, holy
place outside the evaluative process.
Training for candidacy mentors took
place last fall for all IGRC districts, and a
large number of persons are now prepared
to provide candidacy mentoring.
“Clergy mentors are clergy in full connection, associate members, or full time
local pastors who have completed the
Course of Study trained to provide ongoing oversight and counsel with local pastors and with provisional members pursuing ordained ministry. Local pastors will
be assigned a clergy mentor by the district
committee on ordained ministry in consultation with the district superintendent.
Provisional members will be assigned a
clergy mentor in full connection by the

conference Board of Ordained Ministry in
consultation with the district superintendent. A candidacy mentor may continue
with the same person if trained to serve as
a clergy mentor.” (The Book of Discipline
of the United Methodist Church, 2008;
paragraph 349.1.b)
Clergy mentors serve as guides for
those new to the vocational roles of clergy.
As such, clergy mentors have three basic
roles:
Helping individuals discover who they
are and how they are to be used in God’s
service, including exploration of the various roles in ministerial life
Assisting in the discovery and affirmation of gifts for ministry
Challenging growth in effectiveness,
including theological reflection on the difficult questions where faith meets practice
A clergy mentor may be assigned to
work with one individual, or with a group
of local pastors and/or provisional members. The relationship between mentor
and clergy is covenantal. It is a dynamic
process, not a legalistic procedure. Trust is
one of the fundamental building blocks of
a successful mentoring relationship. Here
again, the mentor is not an evaluator of the
clergy, but rather one who guides, builds
up, and supports the person.
The Mentor Coordination and Training
Team of the Board of Ordained Ministry
encourages all clergy in full connection
and local pastors to recall who your own
mentors have been over the years, to express a word of gratitude to those persons
(if possible), and to offer yourself as a
mentor to someone who needs the benefit
of your experience and guidance, either
in the role of candidacy mentor, or clergy
mentor.

teachers were responsible for that group,
and he said there were 25 last year. The
community would like to have more teachers if they can obtain money to compensate
them. When students have free time, they
enjoy playing soccer and sitting in groups
to discuss intellectual topic. At present, they
do not have team soccer shirts or shoes. The
students play with bare feet.
Shortage of food has been a continuing
problem in Liberia, and the basic menu is
rice and beans. They have a variety of fruits
that grow in the area including watermelon
and pineapple. Casaba is also a staple food
that can be prepared in many ways.
There are other shortages in Liberia that
were surprising to us. One of these is the
lack of African animals that normally live in
the area. Rev. Pay said that when the guns
of war caused the ground to rumble like an
earthquake, the animals ran toward the borders and exited Liberia. The only animals
that have returned are the monkeys. In fact,
Rev. Paye and his family have a pet monkey.
Gasoline is another commodity that is
difficult to obtain. We thought it would be

inexpensive since Liberia is closer to the
Middle East than Decatur, Ill. Rev. Paye
said that gasoline costs $3.50 per gallon.
Usually, he buys only one or two gallons
and it is purchased in a box.
If he had to go on a long trip for a church
meeting or revival, he would purchase
about 15 gallons for a total cost of $52.50.
When he was driving to a large meeting, his
vehicle became stuck in the mud. Since tow
trucks are not part of the culture and the elephants have not returned to the area, the
people pushed and dug the truck out of very
deep mud to help the pastor go on his way
to the meeting.
The holistic approach of the church emphasizes the interaction of religious beliefs,
education, and improvement of the health
and nutrition of the people. Many people
are being converted in Liberia, and several
new churches have been established in the
past years. We were told that their goal is to
convert thousands of Liberians in the coming year.
We asked Rev. Paye and Deborah how
other religious influences were affecting

their efforts to promote Christianity. They
told us that the group who are not Christian
are constantly trying to gain a foothold in
Liberia. These group have money and material goods to give to people who are desperate and hungry.
At first, the groups and leaders are kind
and accepting of the people of Liberia. Later, when the people depend on the food and
other amenities, these groups become controlling. They dictate what the people may
or may not do.
Health care is another part of life we
take for granted. In Liberia, many die while
waiting to see the doctor or to obtain money
to pay. In their culture, the doctor must be
paid with cash before the patient is allowed
to see him. After the diagnosis, cash must be
paid before the prescriptions are accepted.
How many of us would have enough cash
in our pockets to follow their procedures?
The obstacles faced in Liberia made
me realize that the world really does not
revolve around me. However, we can be a
part of something bigger than ourselves and
our community.

October 2010

Illinois Great Rivers Conference — The Current

Page 9

Forming Discipleship Systems

By Beth Fender
Coordinator of New
Streams

Children and teens
today have access to
a variety of technological devices that can
greatly enhance their
Beth Fender
lives – devices like cell
phones with cameras and texting capability, computers, social networking websites,
video games with capacity to connect to the
internet, and many more. However, cyberbullies and potential abusers have access to
this technology, as well.
Paul O’Briant, author of CyberSafety
for Families, is well-acquainted with internet safety issues due to his role as Chief
Information Officer for a public school dis-

Deeper Still
If you are committed to prayer and
fasting as part of First Thursdays, or if
you’re considering it but you don’t have
a lot of experience with fasting, you
won’t want to miss the next event in
the Deeper Still series sponsored by the
IGRC New Streams Team.
Scheduled for Nov. 19-20, 2010, Denying Oneself and Giving Life to Another
will focus on the spiritual disciplines
of fasting and sheltering the homeless.
Hosted by Quest United Methodist
Church in Champaign, itself a “homeless” congregation sharing space with a
school, the event will focus on expanding
concepts of both fasting and homelessness through times of teaching, reflection, and hands-on experience. Break-out
sessions will allow participants to focus
more closely on their choice of one particular aspect of fasting or ministry with
the homeless. While you are welcome to
come alone and connect with others who
share your interest in these disciplines,
churches are encouraged to send teams
of lay and clergy participants who can
share their different experiences with one
another and with their church. Groups of
three or more from the same church or
charge who register prior to October 20
will receive a discounted registration fee.
The final registration deadline is November 10.
Denying Oneself and Giving Life to
Another begins with registration at 6:30
p.m. on Friday, Nov. 19, and concludes
at 4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 20. To download a color brochure or black and white
flyer with further information, please
visit www.igrc.org/deeperstill. To register online, please visit www.igrc.org/
deeperstill_nov2010.
Come join the conversation about
how we might grow spiritually by giving up a few of our many blessings so
that all may have enough.

trict. He is also an active church member.
These two commitments come together in
this valuable resource designed to help train
parents and other interested adults to protect children and teens from technological
dangers.
The CD includes a slide presentation
complete with audio, as well as the slides
without audio for those who prefer to do
their own speaking. A teaching plan for a
2½ hour seminar, preparation material, and
handouts to support the presentation may
also be printed from the CD. A computer
with Adobe Acrobat Reader (a free download) is required to open and view the files,
and a projector and screen or TV monitor
and connection would be necessary to present the material to a group.
The material on the CD provides an
overview of the issue, along with specific

steps parents and other adults can take to
protect children and teens. While anyone
familiar with teaching or presenting could
use this material to lead a basic workshop,
the optional “Tour of Websites and Features” would require a leader with enough
expertise to demonstrate the listed websites
and features. Internet connection would
also be necessary for this component of the
presentation.
This helpful new resource is available
to borrow from the United Media Resource
Center, umrc@igrc.org, 217-529-2744. It is
also available to purchase from Cokesbury.
Church leaders may also be interested
to know that the Illinois Office of the Attorney General provides resources for adults
and for children and youth on internet safety issues. Visit www.ag.state.il.us/children/
internet.html for further information.

Come to the Quiet
Five-Day Academy a place to refuel and reconnect
The Upper Room and the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference will host a FiveDay Academy for Spiritual Formation May
1-6, 2011 at a retreat center in Magnolia, IL
(near Henry). Designed to strengthen our
connection with God, the retreat falls one
week after Easter and will offer both clergy
and lay persons five days of teaching, reflection, worship and silence. It is an opportunity not to expand our skill set, but rather
to focus deliberately on deepening our own
personal relationship with God.
In consultation with the Upper Room,
Rev. Dan Wolpert and Rev. Dr. Elizabeth
Canham will be the retreat leaders. Wolpert
is a Presbyterian pastor who also operates
a rural retreat center in Minnesota for the
practice and study of spiritual formation
and leadership, healing and the arts. His focus during the five-day academy will be on
spiritual leadership as seen through prayer
practices. He has written Leading a Life
With God: The Practice of Spiritual Leadership and Creating a Life With God: The

Call of Ancient Prayer Practices.
Elizabeth Canham is a British born
Episcopal priest who has led retreats and
pilgrimages for 25 years. She is the founder
of Stillpoint Ministries, an organization facilitating retreats, workshops, and spiritual
direction. She has served in parishes here
and in Britain and directed the retreat ministry for a Benedictine monastery in South
Carolina. Her books include Heart Whispers and Praying the Bible. During the fiveday academy, Canham will speak on being
attentive to God’s word through meditation,
reflection, silence and holy listening.
Cost of the retreat is $475 per person. If
registered before March 15, 2011, the cost
is $450. A $100 non-refundable deposit will
be required. Watch for further information
in the Current and online for when registrations are being accepted.
Scholarships may be available. For information on financial assistance, contact
Rev. Stan Haxton, 217-454-5543 or email
at shaxton@igrc.org.

Oestreicher, 2 Cent
offering headline
Junior High YAR

Briefs

Review: CyberSafety for Families

Crash: What Happens When Heaven and
Earth Collide? is the theme
for the 2010 Junior High YAR
to be held Oct. 15-17, at Lake
Williamson Retreat Center in
Carlinville.
Registration materials are
available at: www.igrc.org/JuniorHighYAR10
Mark Oestriecher will be the
speaker and the musical group 2 Cent
Offering will lead worship.
Oestreicher has been involved in
church ministry his whole life, particularly with teenagers and youth workers. Marko has had a broad experience
working in churches in roles ranging
from junior high pastor to executive
pastor. For 11 years, Marko was at
Youth Specialties in San Diego, an organization that trains and equips church
youth workers – the last eight of which
he served as president. For the last four
years, Marko has also been a part of the
leadership team of Zondevan.
Marko has authored or contributed to more than 50 books, including
the much-talked-about Youth Ministry 3.0, and his most recent, Middle
School Ministry (co-authored with
Scott Rubin). He speaks nationally and
internationally, consults with churches
and ministry non-profits, and leads the
Youth Ministry Coach Program.
An active blogger with 2,000 daily
readers, Marko is engaged in social media and is a forward thinker in all things
digital and youth. Marko has been married to Jeannie for 24 years and has two
teenage children, Liesl and Max.
Two Cent Offering was initially
formed in 2007. The group takes its
name from Luke 21:1-4, “As he looked
up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts
into the temple treasury. He also saw a
poor widow put in two very small copper coins. I tell you the truth,” he said,
“this poor widow has put in more than
all the others...she out of her poverty
put in all she had to live on.”

Fasting a natural, inevitable response
By Pam Hoffman
Pastor, New Baden UMC
It was the Two-Year Academy for Spiritual Formation that first gave me a vision
for what a regular rhythm of prayer might
look like.
Though he didn’t devote much time to
it, Tom Albin laid out for us a plan for staying connected to God and the plan looked
like this: an hour a day… a day a month…
a week a year.
What a great concept, I thought when
I first heard it. This is worth building into

my life. Trouble is, it takes more than a
momentary flash of enthusiasm to make
something like that happen. I hadn’t even
been able to commit to an hour a day with
God.
Still, I liked the idea a lot. Every once
in a while, I’d remember what Tom said,
particularly about taking a day away each
month just to be with God in prayer. But I
never got around to actually doing it. For
some reason, I never took the time to write
it into my schedule until the conference
conceived the idea of a day of fasting on
the first Thursday of the month.

Fasting has never been a part of my
walk with God. Until the last two months,
I’ve probably never skipped a meal voluntarily. But somehow the idea of a monthly
day of fasting ignited a spark of excitement
within. And it provided the mechanism I
needed to take a day of prayer each month.
The conference saved me the trouble of
agonizing over my calendar and figuring
out which day of the month that will be.
It’s the first Thursday.
The past two months, I’ve taken that
day away at a Catholic retreat center. It’s
See Fasting on page 15 …
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Imagining…No Malaria

Imagine No Malaria is an extraor-

IGRC joins worldwide effort, embarking on $3.5 million drive
to eradicate the disease by 2015

$75 million to eliminate death and

Can you imagine a world where every
mosquito bite could lead to a hospital visit
or worse…death?
While mosquito bites are not deadly in
our communities, they pose a serious threat
to families in sub-Saharan Africa. In fact,
with an annual death toll of more than 1
million, malaria kills enough people every
month to fill the Edward Jones Dome (capacity 70,000) AND the Scottrade Center
(cap. 19,000).
But, it’s not all bad news. We are making progress. In Rwanda and Eritrea, an
aggressive approach has yielded a dramatic decline in malaria deaths ; a result of
increased utilization of bed nets and available community-based medical treatment.
South Africa is close to being declared
“malaria-free” by the World Health Organization. Through Imagine No Malaria,
we are supporting a similar comprehensive
fight to eliminate malaria deaths across the
rest of the African continent.
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference,
as a leader in global health outreach, has
the opportunity to set the example for the
entire denomination on what it truly means
to live into Christ’s call to heal the sick and
take care of the poor (2 Corinthians 9:6-7).
Now is the time to begin planning activities to support Imagine No Malaria.
However, it’s not too soon to begin planning and considering how your church can
make an impact.
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, in his Episcopal Address at the 2010 Annual Conference, said there is urgency in the goal. “We
need to immerse ourselves in the vision of
a world without malaria; dream dreams
so big that without working together they
cannot be done and absent God’s help we
will surely fail,” Palmer said. “We need to
attempt great things for God and expect
great things from God.”
Palmer set a minimum goal of $2.1
million and a challenge goal of $3.5 mil-

lion. The figure is derived by taking the total average attendance in IGRC churches,
assume a participation level of between 30
and 50 percent with an average contribution of $100 per person.
When addressing the size of the goal,
Palmer believes the goal is attainable.
“Not only are you on point week in and
week out in mission delivery, but your response to tragedy and disaster is extraordinary,” he said. He cited the following
examples of combined conference giving:
n $587,212 in giving for Southeast
		
Asia tsunami relief
n $938,160 in Hurricane Katrina
relief
n $776,824 in Haiti earthquake
relief
“In addition, the percentage of apportionments paid at the end of May is 1.5
percent ahead of last year and the highest
since the Illinois Great Rivers Conference
was formed 14 years ago,” Palmer said.
That trend has continued as receipts at the
end of August 2010 are 1.88 percent ahead
of last year and the highest percentage paid
since the two former conferences merged.
“If we work up to or over our capacity, we
can tie our efforts in this campaign to Liberia, our partner Annual Conference. Can
you imagine with me 210,000 bed nets or
350,000 bed nets and the lives saved?”
Following the adjournment of annual
conference, Palmer is in the process of
forming the appropriate leadership team
and is working with the established leadership structures of the conference to launch
the campaign before the end of 2010.
Imagine No Malaria is, as campaign
chair Bishop Thomas Bickerton puts it,
“nets plus.” Mosquito nets, plus education about the disease, communication and
more effective treatment. In fact, in almost
every way, the ministry of Imagine No Malaria represents a scaled-up, integrated effort for the entire church.

In continued partnership with the UN
Foundation, Imagine No Malaria firmly
sets our sights on a partnership to empower the people of Africa to achieve a
sustainable victory over malaria’s burden.
The premise is simple – we will continue
to support Nothing But Nets, as bed nets
are the most cost-effective malaria prevention tool available. But, through the work
of The United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR) and in partnership with
the United Nations Foundation and The
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis
and Malaria, we will establish communitybased health workers, improve hospitals
and clinics and work with Africa communities to wipe-out mosquito breeding areas.
The people of The United Methodist
Church, particularly in the Illinois Great
River Conference, have supported the
fight against malaria with extraordinary
compassion through Nothing But Nets.
As many are aware, our denomination is a
founding partner with the United Nations
Foundation in the life-saving program.
“Three years ago, we began a new journey in our battle against this deadly disease,” Gary Henderson, executive director
of the Global Health Initiative, said. “Today, we are ready to do more; to engage
our collective effort to eliminate death and
suffering from malaria.”
“We hope members of our Wesleyan
family will embrace Imagine No Malaria
just as fervently as they have Nothing But
Nets,” Henderson continued. “Our brothers and sisters in Africa are eager partners
and our support is the key to their ability to
eliminate malaria deaths.”
For more malaria news, activity ideas,
downloadable resources or to share a lifechanging gift, please visit: www.ImagineNoMalaria.org

dinary effort of The people of The
United Methodist Church to raise
suffering from malaria in Africa by
2015. This comprehensive approach
to beating malaria will engage the
passion of 11.5 million United Methodists worldwide will empower an
entire continent to achieve a sustainable victory over malaria through
prevention, education, communication and treatment.
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FAQs
Advance Special #3021190
www.ImagineNoMalaria.org

Resources
To print-on-demand, visit: www.ImagineNoMalaria.org (Unless otherwise noted*)
TRI-FOLD BROCHURE
Educate church members about our fight against malaria. This brochure provides
an overview of why and how Imagine No Malaria helps us live a Christ-like ministry
for those in need. UMCom Product #0700
POSTER BROCHURE
Every day, malaria’s impact unfolds throughout Africa. Unfold this brochure – it’s
an illustrated impact of malaria’s toll, ending with a poster to convey the case against
malaria. UMCom Product #0701
MINISTRY IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE
A simple, straightforward manual to help you lead your congregation and direct
their energy to achieve a maximum fundraising impact. UMCom Product #0702
DATA CD-ROM*
Print-on-demand PDF copies of material to support you Imagine No Malaria efforts. Contents include facts, FAQ, reporting forms and bulletin inserts.
OFFERING ENVELOPE*
These Imagine No malaria offering envelopes are perfect to include as a bulletin
insert on your designated Sunday to Save Lives. They should also be available at
Nothing But Nets and Impact 100 events.
WORSHIP RESOURCES
Crafted by our ministry staff to help connect this urgent need to living a Christlike ministry, we offer compelling scripture related to this calling, worship planning
support to help connect our calling to this issue.
IMPACT 100 – BROCHURE
This brochure is a perfect for supporting Impact 100 events; it provides a breakdown of how we can maximize support of Imagine No Malaria to save lives.
SUNDAY TO SAVE LIVES – CONGREGATION-WIDE LETTER
Distribute by mail along with the brochure to all members prior to the Sunday to
Save Lives.
POSTER This specially designed poster can be printed as an 11”x17” promotional piece for display in and around the church
IMAGINE NO MALARIA TOOLKIT A comprehensive kit assembled to provide detailed information about how The people of The United Methodist Church are
putting discipleship into action to overcome malaria in Africa.
IMAGINE NO MALARIA ONLINE
For all the latest news, tips, activities and success stories, visit us at www.ImagineNoMalaria.org, sign-up for Mosquito Bytes, our official monthly e-newsletter. Be
sure to follow

Frequently asked questions
n Why are we focused on malaria?
Malaria is a global health problem, affecting more than 500 million and killing more
than one million every year. Every 30 seconds, a child dies of malaria. Malaria disproportionately affects young children and pregnant women. The people of The United
Methodist Church have the unique opportunity to put discipleship into action to make a
difference. Malaria is a treatable and preventable disease and it is a fight we can win.
n Why Africa?
More than 90 percent of the one million malaria deaths each year occur in subSaharan Africa. One in five children who dies before age five will die of malaria.
Malaria was eliminated in the United States in the 1950s, but it remains a serious
health issue across the globe, particularly in developing African countries. The United
Methodist Church has been operating hospitals and clinics across Africa for more than
160 years, allowing us to reach the most remote areas, providing care and treatment
where people need it most.
n Why

is this effort to fight malaria different than what we have
done before?
Imagine No Malaria is a comprehensive effort to deliver a sustainable solution to
the malaria burden in Africa. Imagine No Malaria represents an unprecedented approach, which includes prevention, education, communication and treatment resources
in a life-changing ministry.
n How is Imagine No Malaria different from Nothing But Nets?
The success of Nothing But Nets has lifted us to a place where a sustainable
victory over malaria is possible. The great work of Nothing But Nets will continue
as part of Imagine No Malaria. Mosquito nets remain very important tool, and when
combined with education, communications and improved treatment, we will achieve a
sustainable victory over malaria.
n What can we do to maximize our impact?
Imagine No Malaria offer something for everyone to make a difference in the fight
against malaria. There are three main vehicles in place to achieve the greatest impact:
1. Nothing But Nets – ideal for youth groups, these activities provide a tangible
connection and a vital tool for preventing malaria.
2. Impact 100 – tailored specifically to reach our potential for saving lives. Impact
100 is the perfect global outreach for men’s and women’s ministry programs. Impact
100 events are advocacy-oriented and a critical part of the initiative’s success.
3. Sunday To Save Lives – a designated day for the entire church to participate as
a group in support of this life-changing ministry.
n Can we really achieve this goal?
Yes. The world already possesses the treatment and preventative measures to
eliminate deaths from malaria. Working with a Christ-like compassion, 11.5 million
United Methodists are opening doors to those who need it most.
n Is The United Methodist Church working alone in this effort?
No. The United Methodist Church is blessed to work alongside several key partners
in the fight against malaria. With partnership support from the United Nations Foundation (UNF) and The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, The United
Methodist Church will harness the energy of an entire denomination to empower our
brothers and sisters in Africa to achieve a sustainable victory over malaria.
n How much of my contribution will go to fighting malaria?
Thanks to a generous grant from the United Nations Foundation that will pay for
all administrative costs of Imagine No Malaria, one hundred percent of contributions
to this ministry will go to the fight against malaria.
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Healthy congregation
workshops slated

The first in a series
of six workshops will
be held in each of
the IGRC districts
over the upcoming
months.
Online registration is available on
the IGRC website at: www.igrc.org/
healthycongregations. There is no
charge for the workshop, as it is underwritten by the Area Office of Pastoral
Care and Counseling. On-site lunch
will be the participant’s responsibility.
For more information, visit the Healthy
Congregations website at www.healthycongregations.com
At press time, four sessions have
already been held in the Kaskaskia,
Cache, Mississippi and Sangamon River
districts. Four dates remain for the first
workshop in the Iroquois, Vermilion,
Embarras and LaMoine River districts, and the second phase of Healthy
Congregations will be held in the Spoon
River District in October.
For additional information, contact
the Rev. J. William Werner, interim director of the Office of Pastoral Care and
Counseling at bilterwerner@gmail.com
The development of the workshops
were based on Peter Steinke’s book,
How Your Church Family Works, published by the Alban Institute. Particpants
are encouraged to read the book prior
to attending the workshop. Participants
may attend the workshop of their choice.
Healthy Congregations Workshop
I -- all workshops are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Oct. 12 – Iroquois River District,
Mahomet UMC
Oct. 13 – Vermilion River District,
Chenoa UMC
Oct. 18 – Embarras River District,
Neoga Grace UMC
Nov. 1 – LaMoine River District,
Camp Point UMC
Healthy Congregations Workshop
II -- 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Oct. 14 – Spoon River District,
Galesburg First UMC
Note: The Healthy Congregation
Workshop for the Illinois River District
in September (being hosted at Dunlap
Prospect) has been postponed. They
are looking to re-schedule sometime
in spring of 2011. If you have any
questions, please contact Dan Harry at
dharry@igrc.org

Lay Witness Mission team member training a success
By Ava Williams
Conference Director of Lay Speaking
Ministries
Twenty-five persons from eight of the
10 districts of the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference came together on April 23-24
at Bloomington Wesley UMC to receive
training to become Lay Witness Mission
Team Members.
As a result of two training events
we have offered, there are now 59 new
persons from our Conference who have
attended either to be trained as a Team
Member or to find out what a Lay Witness Mission might be like for their congregation.
We have at least two persons in each
District who have been trained as Team
Members. One District has as many as
thirteen. We have people trained and they
are just waiting to share their faith and
witness their walk with your congregation.

The training

Both days of this training event were
interspersed with worship, instruction
and fellowship as the group walked
through the parts of a Lay Witness Mission that take place on Friday evening
through Sunday morning of a scheduled
weekend.
On Friday evening of the training
event participants learned about team
leadership. Using the illustration of fishing with a net and Scripture from Luke
5:1-15, participants were given a visual
demonstration of the dynamics of team
ministry. A video titled Cardboard Testimonies was also shown illustrating several silent testimonies given by individuals and couples who simply wrote out a
few words on large pieces of cardboard
as the way of sharing their testimony of

the mighty works that God has done in
their lives.
On Saturday participants were given
several opportunities to share in small
groups. Each one first wrote out their witness in preparation for sharing their testimony in one of the small group times,
and then shared as they walked through
the different small group sessions that
take place during a Lay Witness Mission weekend. Instruction was also given
for leading small group discussions and
tips were shared for offering prayer team
ministry at the altar.
At the end of the day on Saturday
participants were prayed for individually
and anointed with oil for ministry by the
leadership team.
Rev. Frank Billman, director of
church relations for Aldersgate Renewal
Ministries (ARM), Goodlettsville, Tenn.,
served us as the instructor of the course.
Peggi Billman, also from ARM, served
as worship leader and shared in the giving of instruction.
Dean Bruns and his wife, Alta, of
Hartsburg, were present to lead portions
of the time as well as give insight from
the Lay Witness Mission Coordinator’s
point of view. This event also gave Bruns
an opportunity to get acquainted with
new potential team members that he can
suggest congregations invite to be a part
of a team for a Lay Witness Mission being held at their church.
Linda Johnston of Nokomis came to
the event as a volunteer worker. Johnston, who is a Certified Lay Speaker,
completed the November training event
in Mt. Vernon and was called upon as a
first time team member this spring. She
shared with us her testimony as a first
time team member and participated a second time in the small group discussions.
Linda multiplied her enthusiasm for Lay

Witness Mission by bringing with her
three other members of her congregation
to the Bloomington training event!
On Saturday we had the pleasure of
welcoming Rev. Keith Zimmerman, District Superintendent of the Vermilion
River District, as a visitor to the class.
While the format of this class was that
of an Advanced Lay Speaking Course
(and Lay Speaker Continuing Education
credit was available), participants did not
have to be a lay speaker to attend. This
event was open to all laity who were interested in learning how to be better able
to share their witness and testimony with
others as well as receiving training to become a team member or to see what Lay
Witness Mission is all about. We even
had a few Clergy who chose to attend so
that they could find out what a Lay Witness Mission weekend would be like for
their church(es) and to also be better able
to share their own witness and testimony.

Ready to go to work

Please be in prayer and conversation
with your pastor and church leadership
about the possibility of having a Lay Witness Mission Team come to your congregation. Should you discern God’s leading
in that direction, the person to contact is
Rev. Frank Billman, Aldersgate Renewal
Ministries, 121 East Avenue, Goodlettsville, TN 37072 Phone: 1-877-857-9372
or 615-851-9192. E-mail: fbillman@aldersgaterenewal.org
Persons interested in taking the lay
witness mission team training may contact Ava Williams at 618-966-3870 or
adwilliams2@juno.com When another
training event is announced, persons who
contact Williams will receive information directly.

10 in 2010 events slated
Modeled after the Forged in the Fire
events, the IGRC Evangelism Committee will host 10 in 2010 mini-evangelism
events throughout the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference.
Teams representing several IGRC congregations strategize on how to improve their church’s worship experience as part of the Fruit“We hope to bring the Forged in the ful Congregations Leadership Institute’s Passionate worship workshop. Songwriter and author Cathy Townley served as the workSee 10 on page 15 … shop’s facilitator.
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Mission and Outreach — Locally and Globally

By Bunny Wolfe
Coordinator of Mission
and Outreach

Two four wheel drive
vehicles capable of carrying eight people are needed
Bunny Wolfe
as soon as possible for the
IGRC mission teams traveling in Liberia.
A special fund is now established to
raise funds to purchase two four wheel
drive vehicles for IGRC mission teams
use in Liberia. The need is simply for safe,
dependable vehicles to help us continue to
reach destinations in Liberia to further our
partnership. These vehicles do not need to
be new vehicles – only in good repair and
capable of traversing very poor roads.
To contribute to this fund, checks may
be made out to IGRC with the following
clearly written on the check designation
line: LIBERIA VEHICLE 300-40500
PROJECT 384. Questions regarding this
need may be directed to Bunny Wolfe at
bwolfe@igrc.org.
With teams larger than five people two
vehicles are needed to haul team members,
Liberian VIM assistants, cooks and our
supplies. We have been advised to send or
purchase only Nissan or Toyota vehicles
because of availability of parts within the
country.
Here are some photos of roads we have
crossed in Liberia. The past two years we
have reached places where we were forced
to turn around because our vehicle could
not cross a bridge or navigate deep holes
of mud. Congregations we were trying to
reach had waited four hours or longer and
then had an even longer wait to receive
the news we could not reach our destination. This is not only disappointing to IGRC
teams trying to reach a partner church but
it is more importantly disappointing to our
friends in Liberia who love to have us visit.
Our partnership with Liberia is about building relationships and being with people and
our projects help make that happen in some
very remote areas at times.
The need for vehicles for IGRC teams

is a matter of safety. We continue to repair
Liberia Conference vehicles while we are
there, but these repairs are only temporary
and these vehicles are no longer safe to use.
On a recent trip we paid more than $600
into repairs for our team to have transportation only to have a tie rod collapse on our
way to the airport.
Vehicle rental is not a good option for
us because of cost, potentially unsafe drivers and poor conditions of the rental vehicles. In January, in order to reach a district

event we rented a van that was driven by
an inexperienced young man who was just
hired the morning we left. The rental
van broke down twice leaving us once
stranded at night by the side of the road.
Our regular drivers who work for the
Liberia Annual Conference will not
drive rental vans because of the
poor condition of most of the rentals which makes us vulnerable to
drivers we do not know.

Early response training
set for Coal City, Herrin

Briefs
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Early response training has
been set to be held
in Coal City and in
Herrin.
The Coal City training is set for Saturday,
Oct. 9 from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. at Coal City
UMC. Online registration
is available at: www.
igrc.org/response-coalcity.
The training at Herrin UMC will be
held Saturday, Nov. 13. Online registration is available at: www.igrc.org/
response-herrin
The training event is a seven-hour
training session to equip individuals
to go into disaster areas as soon as it
is safe for volunteers to enter into the
area. Training includes how to help
survivors sift through debris, how to tarp
roofs, safe removal of debris and how
to interact with people who have been
traumatized.
Background check forms will be
given at the training in order for participants to be credentialed.

Mission trip opportunities
online
Upcoming mission trip opportunities are now posted online at the IGRC
website.
Persons looking for a mission team
or wish to publicize a trip and recruit
additional team members will find the
system useful.
Mission opportunities are found on
the right-hand side of the IGRC home
page at www.igrc.org
Clicking on Mission opportunities
allows one to search within the IGRC
(locally), nationally (within the United
States) or internationally.
Persons hosting a team can also post
their information by selecting Submit a
Volunteer Opportunity from the righthand menu.

Live internet events launch 10-Fold Mission
UMC calls for grassroots participation for 10 missions in 10 days
NEW YORK – The United Methodist
Church plans a 10-day series of live internet events from Sunday, Oct. 10 through
Tuesday, Oct. 19, to report on the denomination’s work to combat poverty, disease,
and social injustice throughout the world.
Known as 10-Fold, the events will
provide immediate access to missionaries, volunteers, and churches in Haiti, Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the United
States.
Webcasts, streaming video, online
chats, and discussions have been developed by the General Board of Global Ministries, the mission agency of The United
Methodist Church, with the goal of draw-

ing 100,000 supporters for the church’s
global program.
“Millions of church members across
the world share a passion for the ministries
of The United Methodist Church,” said
Thomas Kemper, chief executive of Global
Ministries. “These ministries rebuild hospitals, provide clean water, build churches,
protect victims of violence, and strive to
create a just world. 10-Fold is a chance
to see this work firsthand and be part of a
movement that multiplies God’s work.”
For a detailed schedule of online
events from Oct 10 through 19, and additional background information, please
visit www.10-fold.org.

GBGM summit at Alton Main St. UMC

The General Board of Global Ministries’ Annual Honduras Summit will be
held at Alton Main Street UMC Oct. 6-9.
Representatives from the General
Board of Global Ministries, missionaries from Honduras, work team members
from around the country, and leaders
from our Annual Conference will be attending this summit. Bishop Palmer will
be preaching Friday night, Oct. 8.
IGRC is pursuing a relationship with
Honduras and this summit will be an easy
opportunity to get acquainted with the
work going on in Honduras. The United

Methodist Church has only been active in
Honduras for about 10 years. The summit
will also acquaint participants with the
Hispanic needs in our conference. VIM
Leadership Certification will be offered,
which opens doors for ministry in the
U.S. and around the world.
Basic mission trip information is being offered. There will be training for
people who have never led a mission trip
but would like to do so. And the event
will include opportunities to engage in
multi-cultural worship.
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Embracing Communication & Technology
Dates needed for 2011
program calendar
Briefs

Groups, committees, task
forces and other conference
entities that wish to have
their events included in the
2011 IGRC Program Calendar are
asked to submit those events by
Friday, Oct. 8.
Due to rising production costs,
the 2011 Program calendar will not be
printed this year but will be available
for download for anyone free of charge.
Persons can download the PDF and print
the pages they desire. The PDF calendar
will not be updated throughout the year
so any changes will only be updated on
the conference calendar, located at www.
igrc.org/events/calendar. The submitted
events will be included on the calendar
and will also be posted on the Conference Calendar online at www.igrc.org.
Groups are reminded that as their
meetings change, please contact the
Communications Team and changes will
be made to the online calendar. Also,
please include the location of the meeting, the starting and end time and any
costs associated with the event.
The Communications Team can also
set up online registration for events with
the only cost being what is charged by
Paypal for processing credit card sales.
Events can be submitted to Michele
Willson at mwillson@igrc.org

Rethink Church web
addresses change
NASHVILLE – Congregational
resources for the Rethink Church
advertising and welcoming campaign
have moved to a new website address:
umcom.org/rethinkchurch, though the
site content remains the same.
The website that previously housed
congregational resources, www.RethinkChurch.org, will become the primary
seeker site that is featured in Rethink
Church advertising, beginning this fall.
“Research shows that RethinkChurch.
org resonates most strongly with the
seekers we are trying to reach with our
denominational advertising,” said the
Rev. Larry Hollon, chief executive of
United Methodist Communications.
“This website address reinforces the
message we want non-United Methodist
seekers to take away from our advertising—that we are rethinking church.”
The RethinkChurch.org seeker site
will feature more site engagement capabilities and content offerings than its predecessor, 10thousanddoors.org. Visitors
will be able to read, watch, comment, and
interact on topics that are important both
to them and to The United Methodist
Church—from the environment, to global
health, to disaster relief. An interactive
map will connect seekers to a church in
their area.

Conference dashboard to launch Oct. 1

Congregations are asked to enter statistical data weekly beginning Oct. 3
By Paul Black

Congregations and pastors will be asked
to start reporting weekly statistical data for
the Conference Dashboard beginning Sunday, Oct. 3.
Persons wishing to see how the report
side of the system can visit: www.igrc.org/
weeklyreport.asp.
Much of the analysis will be skewed because the only information in the system is
from calendar year 2009.
“I think it’s very important and can be
very strategic,” said Bishop Gregory V.
Palmer about the value of the Conference
dashboard. “I think it will be a form of ongoing accountability to the mission so it’s
not about accountability to the bureaucracy;
it’s about accountability to the mission.”
Palmer explained that in every aspect of
our lives we tend to have the greatest accomplishments in those areas where we pay
the most attention.
“(The conference dashboard) is one
way of saying the mission of making and
maturing disciples for Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world,” Palmer said.
“And we ought to be checking in more regularly to show we’re doing because if our
stats are saying something – they say something to us no matter whether they’re flat,
whether they’re moving upward or moving in a downward trajectory. My prayer
is that it won’t make anyone neurotic. It’s
not about guilt. It’s about ongoing accountability to the mission and keeping enough
of a check on it at the local level that we can
have reasons to have the right conversations
in every ministry setting.”
On Monday, Oct. 4 and each Monday
thereafter, an email will be sent to the pastor’s IGRC email address requesting that
the statistical data be entered and a link will
be provided to the data entry page. Pastors
serving more than one congregation will
receive an email with link for each congregation since each church will have its own
page.

Should the pastor wish to delegate this
responsibility to staff or someone in the
church, the pastor will need to provide the
alternate email address by contacting Michele Willson at mwillson@igrc.org
In accordance with action taken by the
2008 annual conference, the IGRC email
address for clergy is the official means
of communication. Therefore, we cannot
honor requests by clergy to have the email
notification sent to their personal email accounts.
Clergy who have never accesssed their
IGRC account may contact Willson for
their password or assistance.
Persons can view a sample entry process at: www.igrc.org/weeklyreportentry.
asp?id=904.
When information is current, the
church’s link will read, “Your weekly reports are up to date.” A link will be provided
to enable one to review previously posted
information and to make any corrections to
it.
The information that is being sought on
a weekly basis is:
• Worship attendance: number of people who attended this week’s principal worship services, any services held on a weekly
basis as the primary opportunity to worship.
Churches with multiple services should report the combined total of all persons in
these worship services, including children
and volunteers involved in children’s events
or nursery during the services.
• New members: number of people
who have become professing members this
week through profession of faith; restoration; or transfer of membership. Affiliate,
associate, and baptized members who have
not yet taken the vows of professing membership are not to be counted as professing
members. (See the 2008 United Methodist
Book of Discipline ¶214 – ¶242)
• Members removed: Number of people removed from professing member status
this week by withdrawal; transfer; death;
action of charge conference; or church trial

Your church has a web presence

For churches that don’t want the responsibility of a full website, this is the
perfect opportunity to introduce its ministries to persons looking for a church home
and local church information. The IGRC
website, www.igrc.org, will include the
find-a-church link in the future but we
wanted to give churches an opportunity to
update their information now. Eventually
all churches in the IGRC will be included
in the find-a-church database.
Find-a-Church, located at www.finda-church.org is a powerful search engine
that has information on all 10,000 United
Methodist congregations in the United
States. As part of the Rethink Church initiative, United Methodist Communications
has included a link to Find a Church on its

website, www.10thousanddoors.org, a site
geared for seekers.
Churches can update their info by going to www.find-a-church.org and clicking on the link. Update Your Page Now.
You will be prompted for information and
then you will find the list of churches fitting those criteria. Click on your church
and you will be asked for your name, your
email, telephone number and the church’s
six-digit GCFA number. This number is
used to file your annual reports and pastors
can contact the Conference Center for their
number.
Once logged in, there are areas for
greeting, description of ministries and if
you have a website, a way to link the page
to your particular website.

court.
• Professions of faith: Number of persons who have become professing members this week by profession of faith. This
is their first public expression of commitment to the Christian faith by responding to
historic questions of the faith and taking the
membership vows of the United Methodist
Church. These people are also counted in
the new members total reported above.
• Baptisms: The number of people baptized this week. This number includes infants, youth and adults.
• People within your congregation involved in acts of outreach: Members/active worship attendees who were involved in
acts of outreach / missions this week. Some
examples of ways churches are reaching out
in service include Food Pantries; Homeless
Ministries; Meals on Wheels; hosting and
leading Scouting Ministries, Divorcee Ministries, AIDS Outreach, Community Childcare, Community Meals/Meetings; making
outreach donations through United Methodist Women and Men Mission Drives or Disaster Response Donations; serving through
Mission trips and Mission work days.
• People outside the congregation to
whom congregation was in outreach: The
people not currently part of your congregation your congregation was in service to in
the name of Jesus Christ. Some examples of
ways churches are reaching out in service
include Food Pantries, Utility Assistance,
Homeless Ministries, Scouting Ministries,
Divorcee Ministries, AIDS Outreach, Community Childcare, Housing Assistance,
United Methodist Women and Men Mission Drives, Disaster Response Donations,
Meals on Wheels, Ethnic Ministries, Community Meals/Meetings, Mission trips and
Mission work days.
In addition to the following information, conference staff will also be inputting
receipts of apportionments and contributions to the Imagine No Malaria campaign
which will get underway in the near future.

Web Ministry Workshop

November 20

The IGRC Communications Team
will be holding a Web Ministry workshop for teams from local congregations
who want to maximize their effectiveness in ministry on the World Wide
Web.
The workshop will be held at the
Conference Center on Saturday, Nov.
20, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Cost for the daylong workshop will
be $10 per person which includes lunch.
Congregations that already have a website designed by the IGRC Communications Team may attend free of charge.
Registration is available at: www.
igrc.org/webministry_nov2010
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District and Conference News

Embarras River District trains lay speakers

World and make disciples for Jesus Christ.”
The group of 16 certified lay speaker
training centered on Leading Small Groups
Aug. 6-7. Led by Martin and Rev. Dr. Joe
Scheets, pastor of Effingham Centenary
UMC, the group explored how meeting
tables are also the Lord’s Table, as Christ is
invited to be present at each gathering held
in the church or in homes.
Scheets said that a Christian small
group leader is a spiritual guide which witnesses to the power and purpose of God in
their own lives. Service to others is a means
of grace by which we Christ is served.
The advanced class continued in discussion of ways the small group leader
transforms Christian lives and changes the
church’s everyday meeting into times of
spiritual growth.
Donohoo and Chuck Cunningham led
the topics of Christian hospitality, group listening and shared vision. Rev. Randy Reese
helped them look at ways to work through
resistance.
The two groups joined together to conclude their respective training sessions with
a shared time of worship and Holy Communion.

Photo courtesy of Embarras River District

A total of 31 laypersons from the Embarras River District completed the Basic
Lay Speaking Ministries course or the advanced, Certified Lay Speaking Course
over the summer.
Fifteen completed the Basic Course on
July 31 and Aug. 7 at Casey UMC.
Led by District Lay Speaking Director
Carol Martin, Certified Lay Speaker Rondel Boyd and District Lay Leader Richard
Small, the class was encouraged to examine their personal “call” to serve God as a
lay speaker. Various ways in which one can
be a leader were presented whether the setting is in worship, small groups, praying or
meetings.
Opportunities were given for the group
to learn about communicating orally in presentations ranging from small groups to sermon preparation.
A week later, the group gathered to
share with each other the devotional messages they had prepared. Each message was
critiqued and discussed by the group. They
spent time with Conference Lay Leader
Rhonda Whitaker talking about many
types of Caring ministries. Marilyn Donohoo helped them get ready to “Go into the

2010 ERD Local Lay Speaking Class – Front row (L to R): Hank Irwin, Valerie Vermilyn, Betsy Harlow, Kayla Duke, Betty Brinkerhoff, Beverly Harlow, Nolan Carter.
Second row: Sam Finkbiner, Eric Owen. Nathan Crews, Richard Jones, Charles Bell,
Caleb McGregor, Tim Dion, Victor Watson

Garden

flowers to grow themselves, which helps
foster interest.
“They get to choose what to plant where,
and to make a design,” Sharp said. “More
or less, the biggest thing they get out of it is
compromising and working together.”
Setting roots
Once the seed is planted, it starts to
grow.
Asbury’s community garden has given
Xavier Neblock, 10, some new favorite
foods -- among them radishes, zucchini and
squash.
“I like it,” said Neblock, who plucked a
radish from the garden during a daily visit
last week. And his interest is growing. Neblock said he’s been asking his parents to
start a garden, and the one at Asbury has
helped convince them to try.
“My dad wants to start one up because
he saw how well this was growing,” Neblock said.
But Neblock dreams of something more
grand than a radish -- he wants to start
growing pumpkins.
(GateHouse News Service contributed
to this report. Reprinted with permission
from the Aug. 5 issue of the Kankakee Daily Journal.)

Fasting

from a biblical point of view.
Scot McKnight has written a book
called Fasting as part of The Ancient Practices Series. For a thoughtful and profound
treatment that challenges some of the
typical misunderstandings associated with
fasting, this is a good place to begin.
If you’re using fasting as a tool to manipulate God into producing certain results, McKnight will disabuse you of that
idea. Biblically speaking, fasting is “not
an instrument designed to get desired results.”
Popular writers like to promote fasting, saying it works. But biblically speaking, McKnight says fasting is “the natural,
inevitable response of a person to a grievous sacred moment in life.” Fasting is not
something one does to manipulate God,
but it is something one does because that
is what God’s people do in the face of a
grievous, sacred moment.

Continued from page 6
way.”
Growing trend
While plants are a literal part of life for
children growing up in rural farming towns,
in urban communities like Kankakee, Bradley and Bourbonnais, food is still often
thought of as something you get from the
grocery store.
“Often you ask kids what a carrot looks
like, and they show you a can,” said the
Rev. Steve Goodwin, Asbury’s pastor.
Research showing an increase in childhood obesity and a decrease in the time
children spend outdoors is driving some of
the interest, said Stephanie Jutila, director
of member programs and outreach for the
American Horticultural Society. And educators have discovered the value, as well.
“So many kids are not exposed to outdoor activity,” said Mary Sharp, an eighthgrade science teacher at Bradley Central
School. “I think they are surprised when
they are forced to do it, that they like it.”
Sharp started a butterfly garden in a
courtyard of her school where students
are given responsibility for its care. While
she sets guidelines, students choose which

Continued from page 7
a day of re-centering myself in God. It’s a
day of listening, praying and reflecting, as
well as fasting. I like to think of it as lingering with God. It’s essentially wasting
time with God, but it’s not wasted time.
Heart change becomes possible when
we linger with God…without cell phones,
without laptops, without internet access.
God speaks into our hearts when we make
time for stillness with him. He spoke to
mine.
The past two Thursdays have been a
profound experience for me. God has met
me and spoken to me in unpredictable
ways that likely would not have occurred
otherwise and I continue to feel the impact
of those encounters.
One of the results of this initiative for
me is that it has awakened a desire to know
more about fasting as a spiritual practice

Photos courtesy of Embarras River District

10 in 2010

2010 ERD Local Lay Speaking Class – Front row (L to R): Chuck Cunningham,
Carol Martin, Lori Sparks, Linda Garner, Marty Finn, Lisa McMorris, Jane Drake.
Second row: Bob Miller, Joe Irwin, Sr., Howard Tingley, Tom Loeper, Joe Schrader,
Ray Cary, Dan Garner, Michael Giertz,Tory Potts

Continued from page 12
Fire experience closer to the people of our
conference,” said the Rev. David Kueker, chair of the Evangelism Committee.
“Transformation in systems occurs when a
critical mass of persons adopt and practice
an innovation. We hope to connect people
in order to create a tipping point for evangelism and disciple making in each district.”
Dates have been confirmed in eight of
the 10 sites with the first event being a part
of the Ignite Your Fire event held by the
Mississippi River District United Methodist Men Aug. 27-28.
The remaining dates include:

Sept. 26, 7 p.m. – Sumner UMC (Kaskaskia River District). Mike Rayson speaking.
Oct. 16, 5:30 p.m. – Springfield First
UMC (Sangamon River District).
Oct. 24, 6 p.m. – East Moline Christ
UMC (Spoon River District). Rev. Danny
Cox speaking. Offering for the John Wesley
Elementary School in Wealah, Liberia.
Nov. 7, 7 p.m. – Jacksonville Grace
UMC (LaMoine River District), sponsored
by the Holy Spokes Cluster.
Dec. 5, 6 p.m. (tentative) Marion Aldersgate UMC (Cache River District)
Dates for the Embarras, Illinois and
Iroquois districts will be announced as they
are scheduled.
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Africa University

Africa University holds 10th Annual Reeves legacy dinner
NASHVILLE – About 100 persons
helped to celebrate with the Africa University’s Development Office as it hosted
the 10th annual Richard E. “Dick” Reeves
Legacy Society Recognition Dinner Sept.
10 in Nashville.
Ms. Nontombi Naomi Tutu, a human
rights activist and the daughter of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, delivered the keynote address at the dinner. Her message was
simply that we are all responsible for each
other, and she thanked all present for continuing to invest in the lives of the young
people on the African continent.
Those in attendance were members of
the AU Board Development Committee,
the Advisory Development Committee,
new inductees into the Legacy Society, donors, and friends.
For more information about the many
ways to support the mission of Africa University, please contact the Africa University
Development Office, P. O. Box 340007,

Nashville, TN, 37203-0007; 615-340-7438;
615-340-7290 (fax); audevoffice@gbhem.
org; www.support-africauniversity.org.
The Legacy Society was established
in 2001 in memory of Richard E. “Dick”
Reeves to recognize and thank donors who
have included Africa University in their estate plans by way of wills, trusts, gift annuities, life insurance designations, and other
estate planning vehicles.
As the stories of Africa University’s vision, development and continued growth
were shared by many, one of the most encouraging and inspiring was that of the late
Dick Reeves, a layman from Decatur, Ill., a
part of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.
Reeves’ commitment and support of
the new university was clear from the very
beginning. Dick volunteered his skills as a
retired engineer to help build a strong foundation for the university. He was elected
to serve on the AU Board of Directors in
1988 and chaired the Building and Grounds
Committee until 1998.
Dick’s expertise was instrumental in
developing the long-range construction and

Photo by Amelia Tucker-Shaw

By Amelia Tucker-Shaw
United Methodist Communications

Nontombi Naomi Tutu, a human rights activist and the daughter of Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, delivers the keynote address at the Richard E. Reeves Legacy Dinner
for Africa University Sept. 10 in Nashville. Tutu’s message was simply that we are all
responsible for each other, and she thanked all present for continuing to invest in the
lives of the young people on the African continent.
site plans for the campus. At Dick’s death
on June 2, 1999, 19 new buildings had been

Africa University

A symbol of
what Africa
should be

A United Methodist Related Institution

Africa University Sunday is October 17

By Vicki Brown
United Methodist Communications

Celebrate with joyous giving!

By Bettie W. Story

Photo by Mike DuBose

When Zimbabwe was chosen as the
site for Africa University, the country was
viewed as the future of Africa, Nontombi
Naomi Tutu told supporters of the United
Methodist university attending at the Richard E. “Dick” Reeves Legacy Society Recognition Dinner.
“That was why Africa University was
located there. The university was going to
be an investment in the new Africa,” said
Tutu, a human rights activist and the daughter of Nobel Peace Prize winner Desmond
Tutu, archbishop emeritus of Cape Town,
South Africa.
Today, with the economic and political challenges of living in Zimbabwe, the
university says something about God, she
said. “When people are raising their hands
and asking, ‘Where is our dream?’ Africa
University says to the people of Zimbabwe
and Africa that a functioning institution is
not simply a possibility here, it is a reality,”
Tutu said.
“It is a reality that stands there saying
this is Africa. This is what we are supposed
to be. This is who we are going to be. This is
who we must be,” Tutu said.
Tutu related an African proverb in Xhosa: “ Umuntu Nagumuntu Ngabantu,” which
means “a person is a person through other
people.” Those who support Africa University are living out that proverb, she said.
“That Africa University is functioning

constructed on Africa University’s campus
with his support and leadership.

Nontombi Naomi Tutut said Africa
University “is a reality that stands there
saying this is Africa. This is what we are
supposed to be. This is who we are going
to be. This is who we must be.”
today speaks to your belief and faith – coupled with action and financial support – faith
in all of our humanity. Faith that the young
people of Africa deserve not only to be able
to dream a better world, but to be given the
tools to create a better world,” Tutu said.
She said the next generation of leaders is
being prepared today at Africa University; a
generation she believes will look at the failures of the past and learn. And the students
are not only graduating with degrees and
skills, they are leaving with relationships to
students from other countries.
“You are educating a generation of
young people who know that they are Africa, not just Nigeria, Zimbabwe, or Congo,”
she said. “If any part of the continent of
Africa is going to make it, every part has
to make it.”

Twenty years ago deep in the valley
that includes United Methodism’s Old
Mutare Mission on the other side of the
road, one lone large sign stood. It proclaimed, “The Future Home of Africa
University.” What pride emanated from
that simple sign! It promised a better future for youth all across Africa.
In June of this year, 248 undergraduate and 101 graduate students received
their degrees, according to “Acacia,” a
newsletter of Africa University. They
joined more than 3,000 alumni and represented 24 African countries, an historic record for the school.
All graduates through the years have
jobs in Africa or attend graduate schools
in Europe or the U.S. As an example,
Hazvinei Jongi, a 2008 graduate, works
with a United Nations peacekeeping
mission in Sudan.
In these short 20 years, the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference (IGRC) has
supported Africa University with 100
percent payments on apportionments,
which are the donations each church
gives to provide ministry beyond the local church. You and your local churches have provided endowed scholarships,
a Wesley Foundation campus ministry-the first outside the United States, a

building and maintenance endowment
fund, and a bridge over the stream that
becomes a river in the rainy season.
Also, you have given faithfully to
an extra-mile offering on Africa University Sunday each October. This offering
supports scholarships for students, most
of whom need extensive aid.
Celebrate Africa University Sunday
on Oct. 17 (or another date your church
may choose) with a special offering for
its students. Give as generously as you
can for the future leadership of Africa,
knowing thousands of graduates are already making their mark in their native
lands.
As you Celebrate Africa University
this October, think on two things: That
lone sign in the valley 20 years ago representing its hoped-for future, and the
buildings that you cannot even count
today from the “Bridge of Dreams” entrance to the campus.
Then smile. You, as a United Methodist in IGRC, are a strong link in making possible a successful university in
Zimbabwe.
(Bettie W. Story is a former Director of Communications for the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference and a member
of the United Methodist Association of
Communicators Hall of Fame)
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Higher Education

MacMurray College changes policies to help students, parents

“

locked into for four years,” said UIS
spokesman Derek Schnapp.
Hester said MacMurray is partnering
with its Follett’s-operated bookstore to allow students to rent, rather than buy, some
textbooks. UIS also instituted that program
this year.
The small, (518 students in 2009) fouryear liberal arts college also will no longer
require ACT or SAT test scores for admission, except for its selective nursing program or if a student wants to be considered
for merit aid.
Hester said an influx of students who
are the first in their families to attend college has prompted the change in test-score
requirements.
“There is a real growth of students migrating into higher education who are firstgeneration, and their families may not be familiar with the ins and outs of the process,”
Hester said. “We’re removing one more obstacle by making test scores optional.”
Other colleges around the country have
adopted similar policies, including Augustana and Knox colleges in Illinois, as well
as larger universities such as the University
of Arizona, Arizona State, Kansas State and
Kansas and the University of Arkansas.
Hester said some Ivy League schools also
are part of the trend.
Success indicators
Illinois College, Jacksonville’s other
four-year, private liberal arts college, made
ACT and SAT scores optional last year.
“So far, so good,” said Kristen Prief,
assistant director of admissions at IC when
asked how the policy was working out.
“For our students, there’s not a lot of
training for the ACT test,” she said. “It’s not
a direct indicator of college success.”

Photo courtesy of MacMurray College

JACKSONVILLE – College isn’t getting any cheaper, and MacMurray College
wants to do something about it.
“I don’t know any families where things
are easy right now,” said MacMurray College President Colleen Hester.
With that in mind, the private Jacksonville college will start offering tuition incentives and make applying to MacMurray
less difficult.
Starting in the 2011-12 school year, tuition will be held flat for full-time students
who continue full time in the next school
year. Freshmen who enroll in 2011-12 and
who graduate in four years will have no
more than one tuition increase over their
MacMurray careers.
In addition, senior students who have
lived in residence halls their first 3 1/2 years
will receive free room and board in their
final semester. That perk also begins next
school year.
“I know of no other college or university that is doing that,” Hester said.
Tuition at MacMurray currently is
$18,838 annually. The school has instituted
a flat-rate tuition schedule under which fulltime students pay the same tuition whether
they take 12 or 16 credit hours per semester.
That provides more incentive to graduate
on time, Hester said.
Residence hall fees are $3,330 per year
for a standard double room, and a full meal
plan is another $4,310 a year.
Test-score changes
“The motive for this is coming from our
students,” Hester said. “They are telling us,
‘We love our education, but our families are
realizing the realities of the economy.’
“Students and their parents can plan
their finances,” she said. “It is the clear sort
of promise and partnership that we want
with students and their parents.”
The University of Illinois Springfield,
as well as other state universities in Illinois, are required by state law to hold tuition steady throughout a student’s college
career.
“What you pay as a freshman, you’re

The motive for this is coming from our students … They
are telling us ‘We love our
education, but our families
are realizing the realities of
the economy.’
— Colleen Hester

“

By Chris Dettro
Springfield State Journal-Register

Class of 2010 graduates celebrate following Commencement exercises at MacMurray
College.
Hester said dropping the standardized 2010 won’t be available until later this
test scores requirement doesn’t mean Mac- week, but Hester acknowledges that her
Murray is lowering its acceptance stan- hope is the new incentives will help turn
dards.
around declining enrollment.
“We will still have admissions stan“We clearly want to increase enrolldards,” she said. “A high school record, or ment,” she said, noting that recent enrolljunior college record for transfer students, ment growth is in community colleges and
of someone’s achievements is a robust pre- public universities, and costs are a big part
dictor of their ability to work or even learn.” of that.
Hester said some students are very intelEven without the changes, tuition and
ligent, but don’t have the day-to-day disci- fees in 2009-10 put MacMurray among
pline required to adjust to college.
the most affordable 20 percent of Illinois’
“Good study skills and discipline are 59 private colleges and universities, Hester
better predictors of success,” Hester said. said.
“With the tests, it’s a one-shot deal.
More than a year ago, MacMurray
“We’re using the most robust indicator changed its weekly schedule to offer coursand at the same time removing an obstacle, es Tuesday through Friday, giving students
particularly for first-generation college stu- Monday off to do independent academic
dents.”
study, pursue other learning opportunities
Declining enrollment
such as internships or to work part-time to
Hester said MacMurray, which is af- help pay for college.
filiated with the United Methodist Church,
“We’re trying to be proactive to extend
is trying to provide incentives to students affordability,” Hester said.
to finish their undergraduate degrees in
(Reprinted with permission from the
four years. The flat tuition and housing Sept. 7 issue of the Springfield State Jourincentives both are considered graduation nal-Register.)
awards, she said.
MacMurray’s enrollment figures for

McKendree University in the top 13 percent of regional colleges
LEBANON – McKendree University
scores in the top 13 percent overall of
319 Best Regional Colleges, reported
in the 2011 edition of U.S. News Media
Group’s Best Colleges. Regional colleges are those that offer a broad range
of programs in the liberal arts, business,
nursing and education. The exclusive
rankings, which include more than 1,400
schools nationwide, were available Aug.
31 at www.usnews.com/colleges, and
were also be published in the September
issue of U.S. News & World Report.
McKendree was among the top

schools in the Midwest category for Best
Regional Colleges. It was also recognized for having one of the most ethnically and racially diverse undergraduate
student bodies among regional colleges
in the Midwest, with a diversity index of
.55 on a 1.0 scale.
“These rankings affirm our position
among the finest institutions in the category,” said Dr. James Dennis, McKendree University president. “We continue
to offer a great education at an affordable price and our students and families
recognize this. The strength of McKend-

ree University has never been better, as
evidenced by the largest first-year class
in our history joining us this fall.”
Over the past two decades, the U.S.
News college rankings, which group
schools based on categories created by
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, has become a
comprehensive research tool for students and parents considering higher
education opportunities.
The 2011 Best Colleges report examines how more than 1,400 accredited four-year schools compare on a set

of up to 16 widely accepted indicators
of excellence. Among the many factors
weighed in determining the rankings,
the key measures of quality are: peer assessment, graduation and retention rates,
faculty resources, student selectivity,
financial resources and alumni giving.
U.S. News made some significant changes to its Best Colleges methodology and
presentation for 2011. Categories have
been renamed, more schools are ranked,
and the graduation rate is more heavily
weighted.
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Christian Conversation
Bishop Palmer
Continued from page 2
ing inward and backward can be like trying
to run a race with weights on so we have
to continually keep rising above our fears
and celebrating our victories in the life of
this annual conference and in particular local churches. I also see as a continuing challenge but an enormous opportunity the rich
diversity of the annual conference and the
communities and cultures that are within
the bounds of the annual conference.
The challenge is we can see diversity
as a problem or we can see it as an opportunity and I think we ought to seize it as an
opportunity and there are signs of that to
see our theological richness as a gift to be
celebrated -- not as a problem to be solved
or other people to be fixed. Our diversity in
the culture as an opportunity for the church
itself in Great Rivers Annual Conference
to become more diverse not only theologically but I want to say in terms of specific
— a greater participation racially, ethnically and in terms of language groups.
I think the other challenge that we face
is — this is not many but sometimes they
are attention getting — the number of
churches that do not seem to be focused
on the primary mission and I think that’s
connected to the fear thing and it’s understandable at one level. They are worried
about their survival as “Will my church
still be here?” But there is that point in
which we must release that and seize on to
another question because the ministry and
the words of Jesus as best we know remind
us that unless we give our lives away we
will not have any life and if we will give
our lives away for the sake of the gospel
and for the kingdom of God, we will have
more life than we know what to do with.

Moore
Continued from page 19
ever demagogues can yell the loudest or cry
the hardest. The answer isn’t a narrowing
sectarianism, retreating further and further
into our enclaves. The answer includes local churches that preach the gospel of Jesus
Christ, and disciple their congregations to

Letters to the Editor

Judging rightly

Editor, The Current:
Our IGRC newspaper The Current
printed an excerpt of Adam Hamilton’s
book, When Christians Get It Wrong,
(Sept. 2010 issue).
I was disappointed by his handling of
the judgmentalism criticism by Christians,
probably the most popular criticism leveled at us. It is leveled by non-Christian
and by Christians alike.
In the excerpt, Rev. Hamilton said that
“Jesus commanded His followers not to
judge.” Well, that is the commonplace understanding of scripture, if you read only
the first half of the verse. The complete
verse is, “Do not judge, so that you may

You said two years ago that you
have never been more hopeful about the
church than today. Where do you see
signs of hope within the IGRC?
Bishop Palmer: What I mentioned
earlier about an increasing sense of pulling together and particularly in this annual
conference. In this conference and in the
domination, we’ve been pushed back or
pushed forward as the case may be to the
basics and I’m delighted about that because
we’re having to use – to coin a phrase from
United Methodist Communications – to
Rethink Church. But the rethinking of it
is not really new; it’s sort of an ancient future thing. What’s new to us – what’s new
to some generations – is what I call apostolic church. A New Testament church that
is about worship, evangelization, outreach
and the transformation of communities. It’s
about both the content and the living of our
belief.
So I’m just as excited as I can be that
we’re having to ask questions in every local church, in districts, in regions: Why are
we here? And why should God let us keep
on being here? And why should we stay in
business and call it a church? And if we’re
not going to do the things that make us a
church -- which begins with the proclamation of the Gospel, the celebration of life
through the worshipping community and
the sacraments — the teaching and translation of the faith, the transformation of individual and communal lives, etc., then we
might as well take down the sign that says
church and put up another sign that says
we’re really a (and you fill in the blank)
or take down the sign and close the doors
completely.
So I’m hopeful because we’re wrestling
with what I call root, core questions about
being as a church. And I’m also very hope-

ful because, particularly in the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference, we do not lack any of
the resources, spiritual or human, intellectual or emotional and the list could go on
and on to get done the things that God has
put on our heart.
This year was the first year in several years where the number of pastors
ordained outnumbered the number of
those pastors retiring and the average
age also was significantly younger. What
are the reasons for this changing trend?
Bishop Palmer: I don’t know if it’s a
trend yet. It feels like we could be turning
the corner. Some of it is the cycle of people
running through the system for ordained,
consecrated, licensed ministry and all of
that and the way in which the Discipline
currently reads after the major changes in
1996 have sort of caught up with each other in the best sense of the word so we are
advantaged to that extent.
It appears — we do know statistically
that the average age of those who are enrolled in seminary is dropping rather remarkably and significantly – particularly
in looking at entering classes of key, major
seminaries over the last several years. The
question, the challenge that we will continue to face is: are the people – particularly the younger people who are entering
seminary who feel a call to some form of
particular ministry – will they see ordination in the life of the church and do they
see themselves with that ordination the
vast majority of them serving local congregations? To that end, the annual conference has to continue to recruit – to support
people in that process financially and spiritually – but more than that we have got
to have a positive climate for ministry in
our local congregations and in the annual
conference so that younger generations en-

tering ordained and licensed ministry see
a place for themselves that doesn’t drain
them of their enthusiasm and their passion
for ministry but that they find that enthusiasm and passion continuing to be ignited.
Are we seeing our churches taking
a bigger responsibility of sending their
best and their brightest by asking those
questions, “Have you considering the
ministry?” Are we seeing a difference
there or are there new settings that are
enabling these young people to respond
to the call?
Bishop Palmer: I think it’s in three
categories. I think it’s in long-established
churches, some of which have a strong
history of encouraging people to consider
“full- time Christian vocations.” I think it’s
newer congregations, less than 30 years
old, tend in that direction significantly and
thirdly it’s reinvigorated congregations or
congregations that have moved from one
category in terms of size and scope of ministry and they see as a larger church and
part of their responsibility is to feed the
system with lots of people that are feeling a sense of being called to do more than
serve in this local church as a lay person.
In your Episcopal Address you talked about several initiatives — one of
them being the launch of a Conference
dashboard. Can you elaborate on its importance in monitoring how we are doing as a church?
Bishop Palmer: I think it’s very important and can be very strategic. I think it
will be a form of ongoing accountability to
the mission so it’s not about accountability
to the bureaucracy; it’s about accountability to the mission.
In any and every aspect of our lives,
what we tend to pay focused, creative, enerSee Bishop Palmer on page 20 . . .

know the difference between the kingdom
of God and the latest political whim.
It’s sad to see so many Christians confusing Mormon politics or American nationalism with the gospel of Jesus Christ.
But, don’t get me wrong, I’m not pessimistic. Jesus will build his church, and he
will build it on the gospel. He doesn’t need
American Christianity to do it. Vibrant,

loving, orthodox Christianity will flourish,
perhaps among the poor of Haiti or the persecuted of Sudan or the outlawed of China,
but it will flourish.
And there will be a new generation, in
America and elsewhere, who will be ready
for a gospel that is more than just Fox News
at prayer.
(Russell Moore is the Dean of the School

of Theology and Senior Vice-President for
Academic Administration at The Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville,
Ky. He also serves as a preaching pastor
at Highview Baptist Church, where he ministers weekly at the congregation’s Fegenbush location. Reprinted with permission
from Dr. Moore’s blog, Moore to the Point,
www.russellmoore.com)

not be judged,.” Matthew 7:1. And he
makes no mention of John 7:24, where Jesus tells us to judge, “Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right/righteous
judgment.”
His commonplace treatment of scripture is a misrepresentation of what Jesus
teaches the church. This is not a question
of judging or not judging, but rather of
judging rightly. The challenge with judging is how to acquire the spiritual gift of
right/righteous judgment.
One step is removing the log in our
own eye, says Jesus in Matthew. The other
is asking Jesus to give us His gift of right
/righteous judgment.
For Christians, judging rightly is
critical, especially if we are to recognize
whether something or someone is evil or

not. Twelve disciples accompanied Jesus,
yet He knew one would betray Him. Jesus judges rightly, and so can we if we ask
Him to give us that gift.
Douglas W. Rettig
Retired IGRC Clergy

up on – VBS, mission trips, food pantries,
working together with other churches.
It was also uplifting to read of the positive response to the First Thursday Call to
Prayer and Fasting.
Finally, the unexpected picture of the
Bishop and (my wife) Cindy visiting at
Cunningham’s 115th anniversary celebration and the accompanying story brought
joy to my heart. My years of serving as
the chaplain at CCH and at Chaddock are
very dear to me. I and my family were,
and continue to be, richly blessed personally and professionally by those ministries.
Grace and peace,
E. Michael Jones
Mt. Vernon, Ill.

Pride in being United
Methodist renewed
Editor, The Current
Congratulations on a great issue of
The Current – well laid out – attractive,
eye-catching, informative, excellent blend
of local, conference, and world news.
As I was reading it, my pride in being
an UM was renewed. Despite all the laments, there are ministries we still do well
that other mainline churches have given
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Christian Conversation
God, the Gospel and Glenn Beck
United Methodists: too bland
By Dr. Russell Moore
pressors as though our ultimate problem
were the reign of Rome and not the reign of
for our own good?
death. The liberation theology of the Right
wants a golden calf, to represent religion
and to remind us of all the economic security we had in Egypt. Both want a Caesar or
a Pharaoh, not a Messiah.
Leaders will always be tempted to bypass the problem behind the problems: captivity to sin, bondage to the accusations of
the demonic powers, the sentence of death.
That’s why so many of our Christian superstars smile at crowds of thousands, reassuring them that they don’t like to talk about
sin. That’s why other Christian celebrities
are seen to be courageous for fighting their
culture wars, while they carefully leave out
the sins most likely to be endemic to the
people paying the bills in their movements.
Where there is no gospel, something
else will fill the void: therapy, consumerism, racial or class resentment, utopian politics, crazy conspiracy theories of the left,
crazy conspiracy theories of the right; anything will do. The prophet Isaiah warned us
of such conspiracies replacing the Word of
God centuries ago (Is. 8:12–20). As long as
the Serpent’s voice is heard, “You shall not
surely die,” the powers are comfortable.
This is, of course, not new. Our Lord
Jesus faced this test when Satan took him
to a high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the earth, and their glory. Satan did not mind surrendering his authority
to Jesus. He didn’t mind a universe without
pornography or Islam or abortion or nuclear
weaponry. Satan did not mind Judeo-Christian values. He wasn’t worried about “revival” or “getting back to God.” What he
opposes was the gospel of Christ crucified
and resurrected for the sins of the world.
We used to sing that old gospel song,
“I will cling to an old rugged cross, and
exchange it some day for a crown.” The
scandalous scene at the Lincoln Memorial
indicates that many of us want to exchange
it in too soon. To Jesus, Satan offered power
and glory. To us, all he needs offer is celebrity and attention.
Mormonism and Mammonism are contrary to the gospel of Jesus Christ. They
offer another Lord Jesus than the One offered in the Scriptures and Christian tradition, and another way to approach him. An
embrace of these tragic new vehicles for
the old Gnostic heresy is unloving to our
Mormon friends and secularist neighbors,
and to the rest of the watching world. Any
“revival” that is possible without the Lord
Jesus Christ is a “revival” of a different
kind of spirit than the Spirit of Christ (1 Jn.
4:1-3).
The answer to this scandal isn’t a retreat, as some would have it, to an allegedly apolitical isolation. Such attempts lead
us right back here, in spades, to a hyperpolitical wasteland. If the churches are not
forming consciences, consciences will be
formed by the status quo, including whatSee Moore on page 18 …

By Robin Russell

Jon Stewart got a
big laugh recently on
The Daily Show when
Robin Russell he said the United
Methodist
Church
“is like the University of Phoenix of religions”—inferring that being a United
Methodist is as easy as getting an online
diploma.
In other words, you don’t have to show
up in person. You don’t have to work very
hard at it. And as long as you pay your
dues, you stay in good standing.
Please, no e-mails telling me that your
church is not like that. I know there are
many thriving and healthy United Methodist congregations.
But considering how the joke resonated with Mr. Stewart’s television audience,
we all just might have to admit that the
United Methodist Church has a bit of an
image problem.
Notwithstanding the hip, new “Rethink
Church” ad campaign (which doesn’t always translate down to the local congregation experience), the perception of United
Methodism seems to be a rather lukewarm
version of Christianity.
You know what I mean. The place
where you and your spouse from another
denomination can find “neutral” ground.
The place where no one tells you what
to believe. The place where the Christian
journey is self-paced, and where questions
are better than answers.
Not that there’s anything wrong with
those things, as Seinfeld would say.
But if you are seriously seeking Christian faith development and an engaged,
authentic community, some of our United
Methodist churches would undoubtedly
fall short (as would any number of churches in any denomination—but this is about
us).
Check out the findings from an exit
poll of people who attended a seeker study
from 2003-2006 at United Methodist
churches, and walked away disappointed.
Among their comments:
• “You don’t know your own story. You
don’t know who you are and what you believe.”
•“You believe some of the lamest,
weirdest stuff and ignore the simple, kind,
and helpful stuff.”
• “Methodists are all over the map. I
spent almost a year finding out that they
don’t have a clue what they really believe.”
• “It feels like a time warp—like 1984,
but from the other side.”
Respondents felt the church was lacking in prayer, reading the Bible and spiritual conversation, says Dan Dick, director of
connectional ministries for the Wisconsin
Conference, who posted these comments
on his blog, “United Methodeviations.”

“

I find it interesting that John Wesley, the father of small-group ministry,
is a hero of the faith even to many outside the Wesleyan traditions. Whatever
they’re called today—lifegroups, cell
groups, home churches—these gatherings for study, fellowship and accountability are a hallmark of most growing
nondenominational churches.

“

A Mormon television star stands in front
of the Lincoln Memorial and calls American
Christians to revival.
He assembles some
evangelical celebrities
Russell Moore to give testimonies, and
then preaches a God and
country revivalism that leaves the evangelicals cheering that they’ve heard the gospel,
right there in the nation’s capital.
The news media pronounces him the
new leader of America’s Christian conservative movement, and a flock of America’s
Christian conservatives have no problem
with that.
If you’d told me that 10 years ago, I
would have assumed it was from the pages
of an evangelical apocalyptic novel about
the end-times. But it’s not. It’s from this
week’s headlines. And it is a scandal.
Fox News commentator Glenn Beck,
of course, is that Mormon at the center of
all this. Beck isn’t the problem. He’s an
entrepreneur, he’s brilliant, and, hats off to
him, he knows his market. Latter-day Saints
have every right to speak, with full religious
liberty, in the public square. I’m quite willing to work with Mormons on various issues, as citizens working for the common
good. What concerns me here is not what
this says about Beck or the “Tea Party” or
any other entertainment or political figure.
What concerns me is about what this says
about the Christian churches in the United
States.
It’s taken us a long time to get here,
in this plummet from Francis Schaeffer to
Glenn Beck. In order to be this gullible,
American Christians have had to endure
years of vacuous talk about undefined “revival” and “turning America back to God”
that was less about anything uniquely
Christian than about, at best, a generically
theistic civil religion and, at worst, some
partisan political movement.
Rather than cultivating a Christian
vision of justice and the common good
(which would have, by necessity, been nuanced enough to put us sometimes at odds
with our political allies), we’ve relied on
populist God-and-country sloganeering and
outrage-generating talking heads. We’ve
tolerated heresy and buffoonery in our leadership as long as with it there is sufficient
political “conservatism” and a sufficient
commercial venue to sell our books and
products.
Too often, and for too long, American
“Christianity” has been a political agenda
in search of a gospel useful enough to accommodate it. There is a liberation theology of the Left, and there is also a liberation
theology of the Right, and both are at heart
mammon worship.
The liberation theology of the Left often wants a Barabbas, to fight off the op-

“People are disappointed that we don’t
seem to know why we do the things we do;
why we believe the things we believe; why
we say the things we say,” Dr. Dick said.
“People feel we are out of touch, behind
the times, and disconnected. People discover that church doesn’t offer them value
in their spiritual journey.
“Jon Stewart is not the only person
who thinks you can believe and do anything and be a Methodist.”
Straying from roots
So what does it mean to be a Methodist? How many people sitting in the
pew could easily answer that question? I
am amazed at how many readers write in
each week to thank our Wesleyan Wisdom
columnist Donald Haynes for explaining
the basics of United Methodism (and in a
shameless plug, see www.umportal.org for
information on his book, On the Threshold
of Grace: Methodist Fundamentals).
This sense of spiritual mushiness is a
far cry from John Wesley’s approach when
he launched the Methodist revival movement in the mid-18th century. There was
no mistaking Wesley’s take on the importance of the spiritual disciplines—fasting,
prayer, Bible study, Communion, worship and small-group accountability—and
reaching out to those outside the faith.
Can the average United Methodist explain Wesley’s grace theology?
I find it interesting that John Wesley, the
father of small-group ministry, is a hero of
the faith even to many outside the Wesleyan traditions. Whatever they’re called today—lifegroups, cell groups, home churches—these gatherings for study, fellowship
and accountability are a hallmark of most
growing nondenominational churches.
But glance at a typical United Methodist
church bulletin and you’ll see more announcements for Zumba classes and senior citizen outings than for Bible studies
or accountability groups.
So what’s a spiritually minded person
to do?
Perkins School of Theology professor William Abraham describes the current malaise as “doctrinal amnesia.” The
General Board of Discipleship’s Taylor Burton-Edwards takes it a bit further in a comment on Dr. Dick’s blog:
“I’m wondering if it has not advanced
to doctrinal and practical dementia.”
Membership vows
See Russell on page 7 …
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Continued from page 18
getic attention to tend to be the areas where
we have the greatest accomplishments. So
whether we’re trying to grow or whether
we’re trying to downsize, in paying attention to it we get encouragement and momentum. And I think it is our way and one
way – not the only way – but one way of
saying the mission of making and maturing
disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world is important. And we
ought to be checking in more regularly to
see how we’re doing because if our stats are
saying something – they say something to
us no matter whether they’re flat, whether
they’re moving upward or moving on a
downward trajectory. But let’s say they’re
moving on a downward trajectory, then we
get to ask the question: This is significant,
you know? We have 10 to 20 less in worship in a worshipping congregation of over
200 over the period of over a year. What
happened? Where there 10 families or 10
households where people retired and moved
out of the community? You know? What
were our efforts in reaching newer people in
the community who are un-churched or dechurched people in the community? So it’s
kind of an ongoing wake up call. My prayer
is that it won’t make anyone neurotic. It’s
not about guilt. It’s about ongoing accountability to the mission and keeping enough
of a check on it at the local level that we can
have reasons to have the right conversations
in every ministry setting.
Another of the initiatives was a major push toward eradication of malaria.
Can you speak of its importance both to
the overall commitment of the general
church to eradicate the disease but also
its ability in shaping and forming us in
mission?
Bishop Palmer: It will be one thing
among many that we can do where we all
are invited to pull in the same direction.
Get traction, have
momentum,
have a target
and hit the target dead on the

“

I also see as a continuing
challenge but an enormous
opportunity the rich diversity of
I
the annual
conference and the
communities and cultures that
are within the bounds of the
annual conference.

bull’s eye. And that has a tremendous and
powerful effect on a people —in this case
the annual conference. If local churches
have a target, they try to hit it and do hit
it, it gives them traction and momentum.
The second thing is, that in almost
every case when we give generously and
even sacrificially to that which would fall
under the category of mission or outreach,
we do not suffer in our giving. The data
shows otherwise -- giving to other things
also go up. So that we can do more mission as well as care for the other sort of operational things that we have to care for to
keep our congregations going.
So those are some of the hopes and
dreams that I have. On the missional side,
reducing the number of deaths from malaria
is a worthy goal because it literally saves
lives. I don’t know anyone who does not
care about the more vulnerable people in
this world, particularly children, who die
needlessly from a preventable disease. The
more people that we prevent from being
infected by it, we will reduce the number
of deaths. A tremendous amount of education goes with a net distribution and people
begin to access other forms of medical care
that they need in those places. So this is a
doorway to holistic health concerns that we
can as human beings, as Christians , and as
United Methodists have as to the killer diseases that are particularly related to poverty.
Thirdly, and finally, if we can reduce the
amount of attention that needs to be paid to
malaria, for example, it frees resources both
here and in the nations that are affected, to
attend to other health concerns and other nation building concerns with regard to infrastructure, education, etc. We have a big passion in Illinois Great Rivers for Liberia let’s
say. So if we can add to our commitment in
Liberia -- helping to reduce the number of
deaths and sickness from malaria – imagine the attention that can be paid to starting
more schools and opening more churches.
The Council of bishops’ president,
Bishop Goodpaster, the COB Executive, Bishop Irons, issued a pastoral letter on the 9th anniversary of 9-11. You
as COB President issued a call to civility just prior to the 2008 election. What
role can the church play in the civil discourse of issues that are potentially divisive, and what have we learned at the
national level that we need to bring into
our discussions within the church? Can
the church play a role in bringing civility and peace to events which capture
our attention today?
Bishop Palmer: Absolutely. And
thank you for simply naming that we are
in a period that is not highly exemplary of
civil discourse. And it’s all over the place,
particularly in the U.S. But the lack of civil discourse exists in places outside of the
U.S. as well. I don’t want to lose sight that
it’s likely a global problem. I happen to live
here; you happen to live here, so it’s sort of
in our faces.
I think the church has the capacity to

name it and to invite people to live in a different way that has nothing to do with partisanship, party affiliation and ideology. And
we do it out of our rootedness in Jesus Christ
whose ways in every respect were peace but
they were not less than truth-telling. To tell
the truth does not mean that any human being or group of human beings ever has to
be caricatured or denigrated. So we know
what it’s like when people get caricatured
and denigrated. They end up on a cross, as
the Lord of the church ended up on a cross.
So we can make sure that doesn’t happen by
being what we’ve been called to be.
I’m amazed as I read the New Testament, namely the epistles of Paul and the
pastoral epistles, how frequently those
writers, when addressing the Christian
community, were addressing the manner of
our speech. Obviously, they are speaking
in those contexts of our speech with one
another. But if we season our speech and
guard our tongues to say helpful rather than
hurtful things in the Christian community,
it is a natural behavior, I would trust, if it’s
been disciplined in the church, to guard our
tongues to be helpful rather than hurtful
when we are outside of the confines of the
church community.
So we have the privilege of modeling
before people and I would say interceding
for people to say: “No, it’s not that way. No
that’s not acceptable behavior.” But here
are ways that more resemble ways it means
to be human, to be loving, to be just; for

those who are Christian, what it means to
be Christian. But if we
don’t model it, we
can’t say to other
people, let us lead
the way, or let us
show you how.

“

I’m just as excited as I can
be that we’re having to ask
questions in every local church
…Why are we here? … why
should we stay in business and
call it a church?

“

Bishop Palmer

And we’ve got to be very vigilant.
We haven’t been perfect at this. Even in
the church, sometimes our annual conferences and general conference sessions can
get pretty rancorous and name-calling. But
if we can practice it at home when we go
away from home, we can embody it in such
a way that our light is shining and others
will see our good works.

“

