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Dear Friends in Christ,
Fred Pratt Green penned the words below which is the first 

verse of the hymn Rejoice In God’s Saints (No. 708 in the United 
Methodist Hymnal). This year as we approach All Saints Day 
they speak to me poignantly as I continue to rejoice and give 
thanks for the life, faith and ministry of Bishop James Samuel 
Thomas. 

Rejoice in God’s saints, today and all days!
A world without saints forgets how to praise.
Their faith in acquiring the habit of prayer,
their depth of adoring, Lord, help us to share

There was considerable church press about Bishop Thomas immediately follow-
ing his death on Sunday, Oct. 10. You can still reference that material at www.umc.
org. The articles about Bishop Thomas included helpful reminders of historical details 
about the life of this saint of God. But my memories of his impact on my life and the 
life of the church are what I have been living most closely with. 

• As I give thanks for his life and witness I especially call to mind:
• His envisioning a church free from structures defined by race
• His tireless labor for a church and world of radical inclusivity
• His servant leadership that moved people and systems
• His practice of mentoring that has shaped countless leaders 
• His commitment to living a holy life
• His integration of “knowledge and vital piety”
• His love of his family
You may or may not have known Bishop Thomas. But there have been and there are 

right now people who have lived in such ways that their lives and faith has influenced 
you for the good. The invitation of the hymn writer is to Rejoice. So hear him again:

Rejoice in God’s saints, today and all days!
A world without saints forgets how to praise.
in loving, in living, they prove it is true:
The way of self-giving, Lord, leads us to you.

Have a blessed All Saints Day. I remain,
Your servant in Christ,
= Gregory V. Palmer

Giving thanks for Bishop James Thomas
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Bishop Palmer

News from the Episcopal Office
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Deaths
Janis L. Muir, surviving spouse of the 

Rev. John E. Muir, died Oct. 3. Rev. and 
Mrs. Muir served local churches in the for-
mer Central Illinois Conference for over 40 
years, retiring from Watseka in 1990. Ex-
pressions of sympathy may be sent to a son, 
Dale E. Muir, 715 Roberts Lane, Batavia, 
IL 60510.

Walter D. Krech, a retired pastor, died 
Sept. 28. He served in the former Central 
Illinois Conference, retiring from Kanka-
kee Asbury in 1985. Cards may be sent to 
1706 E. Amber Lane, Urbana, IL 61802. A 
full obituary may be found at www.renner-
wikoffchapel.com

Justine Louise Tunstall, widow of 
Rev. John Edward Tunstall, died Sept. 24. 
Rev. Tunstall served 62 years of ministry 
in Missouri, Iowa, Kansas and in the for-
mer Southern Illinois Conference where 
he served nine years as pastor of East St. 
Louis Wesley-Bethel UMC from 1964 until 
retirement in 1973. 

Ted Phillips, husband of retired pastor 
Lillian Phillips, died Sept. 22. Lillian Phillips 
currently serves the Alma – Pleasant Grove 
UMC’s in the Kaskaskia River District.

Retired pastor Lloyd H. Vinnedge, Jr., 
died Sept. 12 in Oklahoma. Rev. Vinnedge 
served in Oklahoma and in the former Cen-
tral Illinois Conference, retiring in 1981. 
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to a 

son, Ron Vinnedge, 9 Brandea Court, Glen 
Carbon, IL 62034-1350.

Positions
The General Board of Higher Educa-

tion and Ministry of The United Methodist 
Church is seeking candidates to fill the po-
sition of Director of Student Ministries, 
Vocation, and Enlistment, a position that 
has cross-divisional responsibilities within 
the Division of Higher Education and the 
Division of Ordained Ministry. The search 
team is actively seeking a pool of qualified 
candidates who would be representative of 
the church. We are requesting your nomi-
nations and your assistance in bringing this 
position to the attention of persons who 
might be interested in applying for the po-
sition. For more information please contact 
Cheryl Stacker at hr@gbhem.org

Director of Children and Youth Dis-
cipleship  — Greenville First UMC in 
Greenville Michigan is seeking a director 
of Children and Youth Discipleship. This is 
a 30 hour a week position with salary and 
housing included. Resumes must be in by 
Friday November 12th. Contact Michelle 
Fassett at office@greenvillefumc.org or 
send resumes to 204 West Cass St, Green-
ville MI 48838.  

CEO of GBHEM — The General 

Call to Action Steering Team    
Releases Final Report

NASHVILLE -- The first priority of 
The United Methodist Church must be a 
commitment to fostering and sustaining 
congregational vitality if the denomination 
is to be effective in its mission, states the 
final report of the Call to Action steering 
team, released Oct. 25.

The steering team’s final report, the op-
erational assessment report and the congre-
gational vitality report are all available in 
their entirety at www. umc.org/calltoaction.  

“While there are many examples of ef-
fective disciple-making, prophetic witness, 
and ministries of justice and mercy across 
the Connection, these efforts do not obviate 
the effects in the United States and Europe 
of our increasingly older membership and 
aging leaders; declines in the numbers of 
professions of faith, worship attendance, 
and baptisms; and growing financial bur-
dens accompanied by decreasing reve-
nues,” the report states.

“Thus, the adaptive challenge for The 
United Methodist Church is to redirect the 
flow of attention, energy, and resources to 
an intense concentration on fostering and 
sustaining an increase in the number of vital 
congregations effective in making disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.”

The steering team proposed the follow-
ing five recommendations, which would be 
mutually interdependent:

 • Beginning in January 2011 and con-
tinuing for at least ten years, concentrate 
on using the drivers of congregational vi-
tality to build effective practices in local 
churches.

 • Dramatically reform the clergy lead-
ership development, deployment, evalua-
tion, and accountability systems.

 • Measure progress in key perfor-
mance areas using statistical information to 
learn and adjust approaches to leadership, 
policies, and use of human and financial re-
sources.

• Reform the Council of Bishops, with 
active bishops assuming responsibility/
accountability for improving results in at-
tendance, professions of faith, baptisms, 
participation in servant/mission ministries, 
benevolent giving, and lowering the aver-
age age of church participants, as well as 
for establishing a new culture of account-

ability throughout the church.
 • Consolidate program and adminis-

trative agencies, and align their work and 
resources with church priorities and the 
commitment to build vital congregations, 
and reconstitute them with much smaller 
competency-based boards of directors.

The Call to Action Project was launched 
by assignment from the Council of Bishops 
with endorsement and funding from the 
Connectional Table in November 2009, 
building on work of the previous Call to 
Action Committee.

In order to assure that recommendations 
would be fact-based and not opinion-based, 
the steering team commissioned research 
based on extensive data-mining and objec-
tive methods for identifying relevant trends, 
behaviors, and issues.

An independent system-wide operation-
al assessment of the connectional church 
was conducted by Apex that looked at how 
the denomination is currently using people, 
money, and processes at the district, annual 
conference, and general church levels.

In addition, comprehensive research on 
data from various sources was carried out 
by the international firm Towers Watson to 
gain information about the factors that lead 
to congregations being more vital as evi-
denced by attendance, growth and engage-
ment.

Reliable statistical findings based on 
massive amounts of data from over 32,000 
congregations show that high-vitality 
churches consistently share common fac-
tors that work together to influence congre-
gational vitality and are characterized by 
the prevalence of:

 • Effective pastoral leadership includ-
ing inspirational preaching, mentoring laity, 
and effective management

 • Multiple small groups and programs 
for children and youth

 • A mix of traditional and contempo-
rary worship services

 • A high percentage of spiritually en-
gaged laity who assume leadership roles

The Call to Action steering team will 
present their recommendations to the 
Council of Bishops at their meeting in 
Panama City, Panama in two parts on Nov. 
3-4, and to the Connectional Table at their 
meeting in Franklin, Tenn. on Nov. 15.

See Positions on page 23
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By Lynn Bartlow

P H O E N I X , 
Ariz. – Former 
IGRC Communi-
cations staff writer 
and editor Stephen 
J. Hustedt has been 
appointed to serve 
on the General 
Commission on 
Communications.

The appoint-
ment came from 
the Western Juris-

diction College of Bishops and was an-
nounced Oct. 6. The General Commission 
on Communications provides oversight 
to United Methodist Communications 
in Nashville and is responsible for shar-
ing the story of the people of The United 
Methodist Church both within the church 
and with the world.

“I was a little taken aback when I was 
asked,” Hustedt said. “But, it is an incred-
ible honor. There are a lot of qualified peo-
ple who could have been asked to take this 
position, and I realize how important the 
work of the General Commission on Com-

munications is. I have faith that there are 
some valuable contributions I can provide. 
I believe in the mission of The United 
Methodist Church, to make disciples of 
Jesus for the transformation of the world, 
and I believe the only way to fulfill our 
mission is to learn to tell our story in a way 
that can be heard by the hungry and hurt-
ing people of the world. By accepting this 
position I will have one more opportunity 
to hold this vision up to the church.”

Hustedt succeeds Dr. Larry Hygh, Jr. as 
the Western Jurisdictional representative 
on the Commission. Hygh, formerly the 
Communications Director for the Califor-
nia-Pacific Conference, recently was hired 
by the General Board of Global Ministries.

In addition to the work Hustedt will 
do with The General Commission on 
Communications he serves on the United 
Methodist Association of Communicators 
executive board and provides communica-
tions support for the Western Jurisdiction 
Leadership Team.

“What makes us uniquely United 
Methodist is our system of connection,” 
Hustedt said. “In a world that is making 
people become more and more connected, 
whether they like it or not, United Meth-

odists have a distinct advantage in that 
connection is central to our denomination. 
Each level of the church plays a crucial 
role and I’m proud to be able to provide 
support, knowledge, and skills at every 
level our denomination has to offer.”

Hustedt, who left Illinois in 2006 to 
become Director of Communications for 
the Desert Southwest Conference, is an 
award-winning journalist. He joins the 
General Commission on Communications 
which includes as part of its current mem-
bership IGRC Director of Communication 
Ministries Paul Black, who was first elect-
ed in 2004 and re-elected in 2008.

“The world needs us to share our 
story,” Hustedt said. “The only question 
is if we are willing to do what it takes to 
help the world hear it… I believe that with 
God’s help we will make ourselves heard, 
and that we will transform the world.”  

(Rev. Lynn Bartlow is a former clergy 
member of the Illinois Great Rivers Con-
ference and is currently serving in the 
Desert Southwest Conference. A former 
member of the IGRC Commission on Com-
munications, Bartlow is chair of the Des-
ert Southwest Conference Commission on 
Communications).

ST. LOUIS, Mo. – Eden Theological 
Seminary has announced the establish-
ment of a Methodist House of Study, a 
unique program for United Methodist stu-
dents.  

The Methodist House of Study offers 
UMC students specialized courses for 
preparation for ordination in the United 
Methodist Church, provides fellowship 
and spiritual formation, assistance with 
candidacy for ordination, and other activi-
ties in the Wesleyan tradition.  

United Methodist students represent 
the second largest denomination in Eden’s 
current student body.

“While not a brick and mortar house, 
this program is designed to further 
strengthen Eden’s capacity to prepare stu-
dents for ministry in United Methodist 

churches as well as in the African Method-
ist Episcopal, Zion and Christian Method-
ist Episcopal churches,” said the Rev. Dr. 
David M. Greenhaw, president of Eden.

The Rev. Dr. Carl Schenck has been 
named as the first director of the Method-
ist House of Study. Dr. Schenck is a clergy 
member of the Missouri Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. He has served 
as pastor for rural, urban, university and 
suburban churches and in the role of Dis-
trict Superintendent. He has been a del-
egate to four General Conferences and 
seven Jurisdictional Conferences and has 
served as director for two United Method-
ist General Agencies. 

As part of Eden’s outreach to the Unit-
ed Methodist Church, Schenck will preach 
in local UMC churches and lead adult edu-

cation events and clergy workshops on the 
United Methodist history and doctrine.

Eden Theological Seminary, a graduate 
school affiliated with the United Church of 
Christ, educates women and men for lay 
and ordained Christian ministry. Eden of-
fers four graduate degrees in theology, in-
cluding Master of Divinity (M.Div.), Mas-
ter of Arts in Pastoral Studies (MAPS), 
Master of Theological Studies (MTS), 
and, Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.), along 
with a dual degree in conjunction with a 
Master of Social Work degree from Wash-
ington University George Warren Brown 
School of Social Work in St. Louis. 

Founded in 1850, Eden has more than 
200 students from more than 20 denomi-
nations.
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Announcement & Events

Eden Seminary establishes Methodist House of Study

Spoon River District 
discontinues grics.net 
email address

The Spoon River District Of-
fice email address grics.net is no 
longer in effect. Contact Superin-
tendent Jan Griffith at jgriffith@
igrc.org and/or the Spoon River District 
Office at spoonriver@igrc.org.

Asbury slates Wesleyan 
Studies Seminar for June

Asbury Theological Seminary and 
Asbury University have announced their 
first Wesleyan Studies Summer Seminar 
to be held June 2011. 

There are no tuition charges for the 
seminars, and participants will have ac-
cess with full privileges not only to the 
B.L. Fisher and Kinlaw libraries (includ-
ing significant electronic databases) but 
also to their special collection holdings 
in Wesleyan and Methodist studies. 

The staff of the Wesleyan Studies 
Summer Seminar will also help to make 
arrangements for free housing at the As-
bury Inn for each participant throughout 
the seminar. All other personal expenses 
(travel and food for example) will be the 
responsibility of the researchers, though 
the Seminary will provide a common 
meal on the evening of each seminar.

For more information, visit: www.
asburyseminary.edu/wesleyan-studies

The seminar is being established to 
develop and support research, writ-
ing and publication in the broad field 
of Wesleyan studies. The seminar will 
promote the work of serious researchers 
in the following ways:  

• Making the scholarly resources of 
Asbury Seminary and Asbury Univer-
sity available to each participant. 

• Fostering dialog between esearchers 
and the faculty of Asbury Seminary and 
University who have expertise in the 
researcher’s field.

• Creating an environment for con-
versation, study and networking among 
scholars in the field of Wesleyan studies.

B
riefs

Hustedt named to General Commission on Communications

43 IGRC students receive loans, scholarships from GBHEM

Stephen J. Hustedt

NASHVILLE – A total of 43 college, 
university and seminary students received 
$65,550 in loan and scholarship funding as 
part of more than $5 million awarded by 
the General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry for the 2010-2011 school year.

The recipients include the following:
Special Seminary Scholarships

Leanne Noland from O’Fallon First 
UMC, attending Garrett-Evangelical Theo-
logical Seminary. Noland also received 
$750 Conference Merit Award.

Alexander Thompson from Pawnee 
UMC, attending Candler School of Theol-
ogy

Colin Knapp, Petersburg UMC, attend-
ing Duke University Divinity School

United Methodist Allocation Program
Marshella Chambers, Jacksonville As-

bury UMC, attending MacMurray College
Shelby Jones, Normal Calvary UMC, 

attending Illinois Wesleyan University
Samantha Calhoun, Braceville UMC, 

attending Illinois Wesleyan University
John Wimsett, Carrollton UMC, attend-

ing MacMurray College
Jordan Zimmer, Delavan UMC, attend-

ing Illinois Wesleyan University
Tristan Chattan, Yates City Douglas 

UMC, attending Iowa Wesleyan College
Taylor Weigler, East Alton First UMC, 

attending McKendree University
Noah Dunham, Pontiac First UMC, at-

tending Illinois Wesleyan University

Olivia Dunham, Pontiac First UMC, at-
tending Illinois Wesleyan University

Kristin Matheny, Springfield First 
UMC, attending MacMurray College

Sarah Hall, Knoxville UMC, attending 
North Central College

Katie Petersen, Manchester UMC, at-
tending MacMurray College

Abby St. George, Monmouth First 
UMC, attending North Central College

Tina Arnold, Nokomis UMC, attending 
MacMurray College

August Filbert, Pittsfield UMC, attend-
ing Illinois Wesleyan University

Casara Marsaglia, Thayer UMC, at-
tending McKendree University

Alessandra Graber, Belleville Union 

UMC, attending McKendrey University
Karen Layman Gift of Hope Scholars

Joseph Irwin, Marshall Armstrong 
UMC, attending Indiana State University

Becky Davis, Pekin First UMC, attend-
ing Bradley University

Karin Wirth, Springfield First UMC, at-
tending Carthage College

Daniel Maurer, Forrest UMC, attending 
Illinois Wesleyan University

Lindsey Hayes, Galesburg First UMC, 
attending Olivet Nazarene University

Andrew Black, Springfield Jerome 
UMC, attending Illinois State University

Elizabeth Hohenshell, Manito UMC, 
attending Illinois Wesleyan University. She 

See IGRC students on page 4 ...
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also received a $500 Conference Merit 
Award.

Amie Burke, Oakwood UMC, attend-
ing Illinois State University
United Methodist General Scholarships

Joshua Benitone, Fairview Heights 
Christ UMC, attending McKendree Uni-
versity

Marnie Gebhardt, Heyworth UMC, 
attending Illinois Wesleyan University
Brandenburg Scholarship

Debra Hoertel, Highland Hope UMC, 
attending Asbury Theological Seminary
Conference Merit Awards

Additional Conference Merit Awards 
were given to the following persons:

William McClure, Bourbonnais Grace 
Community UMC, attending University of 
Evansville

Paige DeVary, ElPaso UMC, attending 

North Central College
Hannah Ebersohl, DuQuoin UMC, at-

tending McKendree University
Nicole Ross, Illinois CityUMC, attend-

ing Methodist Theological School in Ohio
Jordan Riddle, Leroy First UMC, at-

tending Illinois Wesleyan University
Martenia Jones, East St. Louis Trinity 

UMC, attending McKendree University
Student Loan Recipients

Elissa Horvath, Normal Calvary UMC, 
attending the University of Missouri-     

Columbia
Brittany Phillips, Lebanon First UMC, 

attending Blackburn College
Kyle Markley, Watseka First UMC, at-

tending Anderson University
Adam Bohland, Orion UMC, attending 

Augustana College
Steven Thomas, Strasburg UMC, at-

tending MacMurray College
Hilary Lierow, Quincy Vermont St. 

UMC, attending Midway College
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Local Church News

Cahokia churches join together 
in celebration at the park

By Beth McLaughlin
Pastor, Cahokia Park UMC

CAHOKIA – Some 300 people turned 
out Sept. 24-25 as part of Cahokia Con-
nections 2010 – a joint celebration of the 
area churches in and around Cahokia.

The event gave participants the oppor-
tunity to worship God together, to fellow-
ship with one another, to play in the park 
and to experience the beautiful early fall 
day God gave to us on Saturday.  In all, 50 
churches were represented in this commu-
nity witness that the church of Jesus Christ 
is one and is here to serve, to love and to 
make a positive difference for all who live 
in this city.

About 70 people gathered to hear 
the Rev. Sylvester Weatherall, pastor of 
Springfield Grace and Kumler UMC’s, as 
he spoke three times throughout the week-
end.  Weatherall challenged the group and 
spoke of the history-making event in which 
the congregations were participating.  

Volunteers from churches in the Ca-
hokia Church Alliance volunteered their 
time in hospitality, prayer, cooking and 
serving food and doing cleanup. Cahokia 
businesses, the school district and village 
also lent their support to the event.

Bill Mokriakow of Maplewood Park 

Baptist Church organized musicians, in-
cluding himself and his brother, to lead us 
in worship throughout the weekend. Mu-
sicians included the Cahokia High School 
Choirs, youth band C.I.A.A.D., Darius 
Williams, a.k.a. Christmatic, Alberdia 
Holman and the Praise Team all from New 
Visions World Ministries, Lonzell Haire of 
New Psalmist C.O.G.I.C., Kevin Wiggins 
of Mt. Nebo Missionary Baptist Church 
and Myra Gummershiemer of Immanuel 
U.C.C.

Pastor James Cook of Carondelet 
Christian Center served as emcee for the 
weekend. Crystal Schaefer of Prospect 
UMC shared her testimony of God’s trans-
forming love. Following her testimony, 
Paul Kurrelmeyer invited everyone to 
participate in Life’s Healing Choices be-
ing offered at Cahokia Park UMC which 
began on Monday, Oct. 4.

Churches have already begun planning 
for next year’s celebration and working on 
ways in which to cooperate and coordinate 
ministry.

For information about the Cahokia 
Churches Alliance contact Rev. Beth 
McLaughlin at Cahokia Park UMC at 
618-332-0909, or Pastor Barry Simmons 
at New Visions World Ministries at 618-
337-4444.

The youth of New Vision World Ministries prepare to share with those gathered at the 
Cahokia Connections 2010 celebration. Nearly 300 attended the event representing 
some 50 area churches.
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Belleville St. Matthew sends team 
to Paraguay on medical mission

Belleville St. Matthew UMC’s Medical 
Team ministered in Paraguay Sept. 3-12. 
The September trip was the 12th time that 
the church has sent a team since 1998. 
Many of the same personnel have gone on 
each of the trips and have been able to de-
velop ongoing relationships with the mis-
sionaries living there.

Each of the medical teams consists of 
two to three doctors, a pharmacist, an op-
tometrist and two to three dentists. The 
church collects used glasses throughout the 
year that the optometrist fits to each Para-

guayan in need of glasses.
During their recent stay, the clinic saw 

more than 800 patients. Each patient that 
comes to the clinic is prayed for by a lo-
cal Paraguayan pastor.  This year, 50 people 
who came to the clinic prayed to receive Je-
sus Christ as their Savior.

Pharmacist Keith Breithaupt is the team 
leader. He asks for donations of used read-
ing and prescription eyeglasses for next 
year’s medical mission trip. They can be 
mailed or brought to St. Matthew UMC, 
1200 Moreland Drive, Belleville, IL 62223. 
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IGRC students
Continued from page 3

Enthusiastic CROP Walkers from St. Joseph UMC were among the 100 walkers to take 
part in the Prairie Harvest CROP Walk for Church World Service Oct. 3 at Lake of 
the Woods in Mahomet. Pictured from St. Joseph UMC includes front row, from left, 
mission coordinator Connie Jamison, Jody Bentley, church you director Mary Sievers. 
Joanne Harris rounds out the St. Joseph contingent in back. 
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(Editor’s note: Lisa Unger, who serves 
as Church Council chair and certified lay 
speaker at Galesburg Faith UMC, was 
recently spotlighted in the Religion sec-
tion of the Galesburg newspaper as part 
of a weekly Religious Leader 10 Ques-
tions feature.)

What is your religious background?
I grew up in the Bishop Hill UMC. 

I attended regularly until I entered col-
lege at which time I began only attending 
church for Christmas, Easter and special 
family events/occasions. I began attend-
ing Galesburg Faith UMC in 1994 after a 
life-changing situation.

What is one of your fondest memo-
ries of being part of this church or reli-
gious community?

Participation in several Bible studies 
over the years including Disciple Bible 
Study and subsequently leading several 

studies helped me build my relationship 
with God and fellow Christians. The con-
firmation service for my sons was an im-
mense joy for my husband and me.

What role does religion play in your 
everyday life?

I believe that we live out our religion 
and faith as Christians each day through 
our actions. I try to be positive, kind and 
loving person. Throughout each day, I 
will say “flash” prayers to help me stay 
focused as well as alleviate worries and 
stresses that pop up.

What is your favorite part of Scrip-
ture other sacred text?

I Corinthians 16:13-14 states (para-
phrased) “Be on your guard, stand firm 
in your faith, be a woman of courage, be 
strong. Do everything in love.” This was 
my scripture passage from “The Week-
end,” which I led a few years ago. I strive 
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Keith Oye, of Mt. Vernon UMC, located northwest of Champaign in the Iroquois River 
District, serves as a beast of burden for his two sons, Caleb and Cory, introducing them 
to the CROP Walk at an early age. The Oye boys are followed by Keith’s brother-in-law 
and sister-in-law, Jay and Tracy Bailen who push Caleb’s and Cory’s cousin, Owen, 
who, at 2 mos., was the youngest CROP Walker. The Oye family was among the 26 
participants from Mt. Vernon that participated in the Champaign County CROP Walk 
Oct. 3.

Galesburg’s Unger spotlighted in 
Religious Leaders feature

Williamsville celebrates one year 
after devastating tornado

See Unger on page 6 . . . 

By Kandace McCoy
Mt. Vernon Register-News

MT. VERNON — Understanding do-
mestic violence and its indicators was the 
focus of a panel discussion Sept. 9 at Mt. 
Vernon Wesley UMC.

The discussion was part of the Kas-
kaskia River District United Methodist 
Women annual fall meeting as a way for 
churches to learn how to become an out-
reach source for victims of domestic abuse.

“I think people are quick to assume 
that because people recant statements (of 
violence), then maybe it’s not as bad as 
they thought,” said Misty Lucas, a thera-
pist with the United Methodist Children’s 
Home. “In reality, it’s much worse than 
they realize. We go by our own emotions, 
and if we see victims recant, then we think 
it’s not so bad. The reality is, the victims 
are really afraid for their life and forced to 
put on that mask.”

Domestic violence is defined as “a 
pattern of violent and coercive behavior 
exercised by one adult in an intimate rela-
tionship over another,” according to infor-
mation from the FaithTrust Institute. Do-
mestic violence may consist of “repeated, 
severe beatings, or more subtle forms of 
abuse, including threats and control,” in-
formation states.

“It could be name calling or putting 
someone down, rather than holding some-
one by the throat,” Lucas clarified. “It’s 
not just punching or burning someone.”

Other types of domestic violence in-
clude physical assault, sexual assault, 
psychological assault — such as isolation 
from family and friends, forced financial 
dependence and threats — and attacks 
against property and pets.

Lucas, who was joined by Jefferson 

County Sheriff Roger Mulch, explained 
to those attending the meeting there are 
many different indicators of domestic vio-
lence.

“Abuse itself is always individual-
ized,” Lucas added. “Not all indicators 
are physical, such as bruises, burns or 
bite marks. It’s also emotional — depres-
sion and low self-esteem. There may be a 
change in clothing to hide those physical 
marks or the victim quits grooming her-
self. There’s not always physical evidence 
on the outside — it may be on the inside.”

“When women get together, they like 
to talk. A lot of times they share their ex-
periences with each other,” Mulch joked, 
then added seriously, “If you have a friend 
who used to do that and stopped, that 
could be a key.”

According to information provided by 
the Kaskaskia River District, one in four 
women in the nation will experience do-
mestic violence in their lifetime. One in 
four in the world will be abused and 50 
percent of those will be abused by their 
partner or spouse.

“It’s a circle of violence,” Mulch said. 
“Men will even use the Bible for control 
— that a wife has to obey the husband — 
they literally take that seriously. ... Kids 
are the biggest victims. ... If you don’t do 
something to break this cycle it will end 
with someone dying.”

Lucas suggested being supportive of 
a person in a domestic violence situation 
and to “listen — don’t be judgmental.”

“Be someone who will speak up with 
the state’s attorney or in court. Be some-
one willing to say, ‘This is wrong,’” she 
said.

(Reprinted with permission from the 
Sept. 10 issue of the Mt. Vernon Register-
News.)

By Carole Piscatelli
Williamsville UMC

WILLIAMSVILLE – An outdoor ecu-
menical service on Sept. 19 capped off a 
weekend of celebration in Williamsville, 
just 13 months after a devastating tornado 
leveled several buildings in town, includ-
ing the Williamsville Christian Church.

The Williamsville UMC joined with 
the Christian Church in the service to 
thank the LORD for His provision dur-
ing and after the tornado. Pastor Dave 
Beals, pastor of the Christian Church and 
Rev. Dick Piscatelli, pastor of Williams-
ville UMC, led the service. The service 
was held under several large tents, which 

included praises, thanks in testimony and 
prayer and the recognition of many work-
ers that assisted with cleanup and rebuild-
ing.

A meal was held on the boulevard 
and all donations received after expenses 
are paid will go to the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center who sent flood buck-
ets and other supplies for the work to be 
done.

On Saturday as the Village celebrated 
Williamsville Festival Days, the Village 
President Tom Yokley presented special 
Certificates of Appreciation to individu-
als, law enforcement agencies and other 
organizations for their outstanding ser-
vice.

UMW panel discusses   
domestic violence issues



By Joyce Shelton
Good Shepherd Parish

WITT -- Cheryl Randel, a member of 
the Witt United Methodist Women recent-
ly attended the Annual Work Day at the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center in 
Chatham. The Witt UMW visit each year 
and work for a day at the Center. This was 
Cheryl’s first time to attend and she really 
amazed at all the projects being done. 

Randel commented that the children’s 
hospital gowns project took a “tug” at her 
heart. She had an idea that she could sew 
up a few of the gowns/outfits and take 
them to MMDC.

She  presented her vision and ideas 
to the United Methodist Women (UMW) 
at their monthly meeting. A big push for 
the mission was given by Pastor Diane 
Bigley, when she spread the word on the 
church email. The “Sewing for Missions” 
project became a reality.

Randel immediately contacted 
MMDC and asked if she could get some 
patterns of the children’s hospital gowns 
and specific sewing instructions   MMDC 
was more than happy to comply with her 
request. She started talking with everyone 
she came in contact with about her “Sew-
ing for Missions” project. She established 
several drop-off sites in the community 
for material. There were numerous phone 
calls and emails from people expressing 
their interest and wanting to get involved 
with the sewing mission. Offers of free 
sewing machines (some that needed re-
pair), material, donations, were coming in 
fast and furious. It was definitely getting 
contagious!  

Randel set everything up in the 
basement of the Witt United Methodist 
Church. There are now 10 sewing ma-
chines that are in good working condi-
tion, thanks to a friend of Cheryl’s who 
fixed the machines and only charged for 
the replacement parts. The labor of love 

has touched so many lives in the sur-
rounding communities.

There has already been two work days 
for sewing up the hospital gowns/outfits. 
There were more than 17  people who 
came on the first work day and more for 
the next one. It was extremely organized 
since everyone had their own specific job. 
Cheryl assigned people to cut out patterns 
and material. For those who were sewing 
impaired they ironed seams on the fin-
ished garments and pressed off other ma-
terial ready to be cut out. Several people 
helped set up a light lunch for the group.  
Some people worked for just a few hours 
and others stayed most of the day. It was 
a come and go work day as their schedule 
permitted. A few stopped by the church 
and picked up a pattern and material and 
took it home to sew.

As of this date, there are more than 
120 hospital gowns/outfits completed and 
ready to be taken to the MMDC. MMDC 
will then ship the finished outfits to places 
like the Grace Children’s Hospital in Hai-
ti, orphanages or other needy locations 
around the World. Each and every outfit 
is different, unique and so adorable. 

On Sept. 26, the “Sewing for Mis-
sions” project was dedicated during the 
morning worship service. Most of the 
hospital gowns/outfits were displayed 
all over the altar rail. Persons who 
helped with the project brought forth 
an outfit and placed them on the altar 
rail. Pastor Diane Bigley praised Randel 
for her efforts on the mission work al-
ready done. She said that is was through 
Cheryl’s compassion and seeing the 
need, and acting upon it that has made 
the “Sewing for Missions” project such 
an enormous success. 

Persons with questions about the 
Sewing for Missions project may con-
tact Randel at randel1947@yahoo.com. 
Persons interested in helping out with 
this mission may also call 217-594-2426 

and leave a message.
The “Sewing for Missions” is an 

amazing blessing for the Good Shep-
herd’s Parish, which consists of the 
Witt, Hillsboro, Fillmore and Coffeen 
United Methodist Churches. People 
from all faiths in the nearby communi-
ties of Witt, Nokomis, Hillsboro, Ir-
ving, Ohlman, Litchfield, Owaneco and 
Rochester have come forward to share 
their talents and work together on the 
sewing for mission project.  

The MMDC is located on an eight-
acre campus, 4 miles south of Spring-
field, Illinois. Construction began in 
October 1999 and opened for ministry in 
March 2000. Volunteers pack kits, sort 
items, sew school bags, hospital gowns, 
and blankets, and box goods for ship-
ment in the Center. 

The mission of the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center is to compassion-

ately help God’s people in need locally, 
nationally, and around the world and to 
offer a center to fulfill the call for ser-
vice to our neighbors in Christ’s name.

Disaster relief materials have been 
sent to people recovering from floods, 
fires, tornadoes, and hurricanes in the 
United States. Humanitarian aid, medi-
cal, and educational goods have been 
shipped to Afghanistan, Algeria, Be-
larus, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Ghana, 
Haiti, Honduras, India, Iraq, Jamaica, 
Liberia, Mexico, Pakistan, Panama, 
Peru, Philippines, Romania, Russia, Si-
erra Leone, Tajikistan, and Zimbabwe. 
In the nine years that the MMDC has 
been open, more than 1,800 shipments/
disbursements have been made. More 
than 146 tons were shipped/disbursed in 
2009.
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Good Shepherd Parish sewing for missions through MMDC

A total of 185 hospital gowns were delivered Oct. 14 to the Midwest Mission Distri-
bution Center by Witt UMC as part of the Sewing for Mission project initiated by the 
church’s UMW unit.  Pictured from left are: Johanne McDonald, MMDC coordinator; 
Cheryl Randel, Carol Hartman and MMDC volunteer Pat Fowler.
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to always “do everything in love.” I also 
appreciate the scripture passages at the 
end of Job when God asks Job if he knows 
how everything was created and how 
it all works. This is so powerful to me. 
How can anyone doubt that there is a 
Creator God when we know none of the 
answers to those questions? Scientists 
think they have the answers but there 
are many things that are still a mystery 
to us all and for me there is only one 
explanation…God.

What is your favorite spiritual 
music, song or hymn?

I love to listen to contemporary 
Christian music as well as several tradi-
tional hymns. Some of my favorites are 
Who Am I, Spirit Song, Hymn of Prom-

ise, In the Garden, Amazing Grace and 
Here I Am.

In what other ways are you in-
volved in the community?

I have participated on several teams 
for The Weekend: A Journey with Christ 
since 2002. I served on their board from 
2007 to 2010. Currently, I am partici-
pating on a team which will be the first 
Weekend to be held in Litchfield.

What hobbies do you enjoy in your 
free time?

Time spent with family and friends, 
reading, studying (when I was younger, 
I wanted to be a professional student … 
life has been the greatest classroom), 
movies, stamping and writing.

When times get tough, how does 
your religious belief or practice help 
you?

When life is going great it is easy to 

forget about or take for granted our faith 
and our need for God. When times get 
tough it would be easy to place blame 
on God. However, I do not know how 
to do either. I make it through each day 
– good or bad – by God’s grace. He is 
the one I turn to in good times and bad. 
During the worst of times is when I have 
felt his presence the strongest. I do not 
know or understand why things have to 
get so hard and complicated in this life; 
all I do know is that I could not make it 
through this life without my faith in God 
and the promise of a life beyond all this.

What religious leaders, public or 
private figures, do you admire the 
most?

My grandmother had the biggest 
impact on my life in all aspects, espe-
cially religiously and spiritually. She 
was a very strong, faith-filled Christian 

woman. She showed her love for the 
Lord and for each person through every 
act of service she did each day. She al-
ways put others before herself. One of 
her greatest spiritual gifts was hospital-
ity. Everyone felt completely welcomed 
and special in her presence and in her 
home. Several past ministers and cur-
rent Christian friends have significantly 
impacted my life.

What is your favorite religious ser-
vice?

I enjoy every service, especially 
those in which we partake of commu-
nion. I treasure the Christmas Eve can-
dlelight services and Easter services.

(Reprinted with permission from the 
Sept. 16 issue of the Galesburg Register 
Mail)

Unger
Continued from page 5

mailto:randel1947@yahoo.com


Local Church News

The RiversEdge UMC of Spring Bay launched a new ministry of doing minor home 
repairs called Building Hope. The ministry aims to help people in the River View 
School District who own and live in their own homes. The church wants the community 
to RiversEdge as “The Church That Cares.” In the first year, seven requests for help 
have been received. In six of them, the home owner provided the supplies or equipment 
needed (replace a screen door, paint a kitchen, trim bushes and clean gutters, move 
wood, caulk a leaky porch roof, cut down weeds and haul away trash). In the biggest 
project, one home owner needed his leaky roof repaired. Steve Peterson from the local 
roofer’s union says they do some charity work, if the supplies are provided. After look-
ing at the roof, Peterson said $650 in supplies would be needed. The homeowner was 
able to provide $100 and RiversEdge UMC raised the remaining $550 in donations.
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Greenwood UMC celebrates 165 years
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By Shirley Winters

ILLIOPOLIS – Illiopolis UMC recent-
ly celebrated its 40th anniversary of the 
current church facility.

The church’s sanctuary was decorated 
with fresh flowers on the altar and blue, 
silver and white balloons down the cen-
ter aisle. Several persons from Illiopolis’ 
sister church in Niantic as well as former 
members of the church joined in the cel-
ebration.

Dr. Terry Harter, Sangamon River 
District Superintendent, and his wife, Dr. 
Martha Harter were also present for the 
celebration.  Dr. Terry Harter delivered 
the morning’s message, Build It, He Will 
Come.

Many songs and readings from the 
original dedication service held Aug. 30, 
1970 were used during the service. Ed Bli-

ler played the organ prelude and also ac-
companied Emily Strum as she sang How 
Beautiful Upon the Mountain as she had 
in 1970.

Current church pastor, Rev. C.W. 
Reneker, Jr., also sang a solo, Joy’s Gonna 
Come and the combined choirs of Nian-
tic and Illiopolis sang under the direction 
of Marge Stout, who also gave the call to 
worship and the invocation in additional 
to playing for the rest of the service. Jake 
Stahl, Delores Dudas, Denzil Howard and 
Lora Batchelder also participated in the 
worship service.

The children’s bell choir under the 
direction of Cindy Ervin presented two 
musical selections.  Youth members Brian 
and Brandon Batchelder, Madison and 
MacKenzie Kohal, Casey and Jane Huck-
aba, Carter and Kennedy Hartwig and 
Ally Wilcox were recognized for their as-
sistance in the celebration, as well as Mi-
chelle, Josh and Michael Lee.

Following worship, a potluck dinner 
was served by the church’s United Meth-
odist Women’s unit. Each table was deco-
rated with blue, silver and white and car-
ried the day’s theme, Come Home, which 
was printed on the napkins.

Banners, photograph books with his-
torical information and a DVD of church 
activities were available for viewing dur-
ing lunch.

An afternoon musical program fea-
tured The Wanda Mountain Boys, a South-
ern gospel group from the Metro East area, 
as well as four-hand piano duets by Peggy 
Dunn and Sharolyn Griesheim, and piano 
solos by Marge Stout.

The planning committee for the 
day’s event was comprised of church 
historian Audra Howard, pastor C.W. 
Reneker, Stout, Heather Hartwig and 
Shirley Winters.

Illiopolis UMC celebrates    
40th year of church building

 Rev. C.W. Reneker, pastor of the Illiopolis 
and Niantic UMC’s, sings Joy’s Gonna 
Come as part of the 40th anniversary 
celebration at Illiopolis

By Marty Hargraves

MULKEYTOWN – The Greenwood 
UMC celebrated 165 years of service on 
Sept. 26.

The 2010 Homecoming celebration 
with current pastor, Rev. Jean Webster, 
officiating . A noon meal followed by an 
afternoon service with former Greenwood 
pastor Mike Sanders preaching and special 
music was provided by Beaucoup Creek. 

The Greenwood Episcopal Church 
was organized by Rev. Braxton Parrish at 
the home of Carter Greenwood in 1845. 
Rev. Parrish and other pioneer preachers 

preached when opportunity afforded.
Starting in 1857, services were of-

ten held in brush arbors on the Jefferson 
Greenwood farm. Those attending would 
also construct log buildings to live in for 
several weeks at a time during the pro-
tracted camp meetings, the last being held 
in 1860.

In 1868, the first church building was 
built on the present site. The second was 
built in 1900 and dedicated by Rev. John 
F. Harmond. The present church building 
was built and dedicated by District Super-
intendent C. H. Hall on Aug. 8, 1938.

Coal City UMC has clothes closet
By Cathy Milne
Coal City UMC

COAL CITY — The Clothes Closet 
is an outreach ministry of the Coal City 
United Methodist Church located at 130 
E. Blackstone St. in Coal City. It is a place 
where God’s children can go in their time of 
need, to get clothing and household goods, 
and be treated with the respect and dignity 
that they deserve as God’s children.

The Closet has been operating for one 
year. All workers are volunteer. Our vol-
unteers are from our community and sur-
rounding communities. They sort the dona-
tions and re-stock the shelves. Any group or 

organization that comes to volunteer at the 
Clothes Closet, would be sorting donations 
of clothing and restocking the shelves.

God has brought donations in at a rate 
that has never been before. Therefore, we 
are asking God to bring in workers to help 
us. We are currently operating at a 3,500 
square foot store front in Coal City. We are 
asking groups and organizations to come and 
volunteer on a day trip to work at the Clothes 
Closet. If God is calling you or your group to 
serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ , call 
to reserve your date. The phone number is 
815-661-1580, or you can contact the Coal 
City United Methodist Church at 815-634-
8670.

East St. Louis Trinity UMC held Laity Sunday Oct. 10 with special guest speaker 
James H. Sally from the Development Board of Africa University.  The church raised 
more than $500 for Africa University. Sally, standing on the right, is pictured with Rev. 
Robert Freeman and Felicia Freeman.
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By Heather Hahn*

NASHVILLE (UMNS) – Nathan Phil-
lips grew up United Methodist, but it was as 
a participant in campus ministry at Missis-
sippi State University that he first discerned 
a calling to enter ordained ministry.

“It gave me opportunities to grow not 
only in relationship to God but also in op-
portunities to serve,” he said. “It gave me 
space to hear him calling, ‘This is what I 
created you for.’ … My own relationship 
with him taught me that the greatest help 
I can give is to share Jesus Christ with oth-
ers.” 

Phillips, 26, is now a second-year stu-
dent at Asbury Theological Seminary in 
Wilmore, Ky., and plans to become an or-
dained elder.

A study released this week testifies to 
the ongoing need for more young adults like 
Phillips becoming clergy — and the widen-
ing age gap among U.S. pastoral leaders in 
The United Methodist Church. 

The denomination is moving in the 
right direction. Between 2009 and 2010, 
the number of young elders, deacons and 
local pastors (those under the age of 35) 
increased.

There are more young clergy than 10 
years ago, according to the 2010 study by 
the Lewis Center for Church Leadership of 
Wesley Theological Seminary in Washing-
ton, D.C. 

However, for the first time, more than 
half of the active elders in the United States 
are now between the ages of 55 and 72. El-
ders who are 35 to 54 comprise only 45 per-
cent of the nation’s 17,293 elders. 

Younger clergy are not necessarily bet-
ter ministers than their older colleagues, but 
they often bring a new passion and fresh 
ideas to their vocation, said the Rev. Lovett 
H. Weems Jr., the project director of the 
study. 

Ongoing leadership requires new gen-
erations to come in, he added. 

“Our assumption is that God continues 
to call people of all ages, so if there is a 
particular group not responding to that call, 
then it’s probably not (because of) God,” 
Weems said. “There are other reasons why 
younger persons might not be responding.”
Replenishing the feeder system

What has happened is that the denomi-
nation’s “feeder system” for young clergy 
has broken down, Weems said.

“What under-35 clergy have most in 
common is that they were active in church 
as children,” he said. “They were active in 
church as youth. So if year after year, there 
are fewer children in church, then it would 
naturally seem that there would be fewer 
clergy coming in.”

In recent years, the denomination has 
increased its efforts to help young United 
Methodists discern and act on their call. 

Since 1990, the denomination’s Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry has held 

periodic Exploration events where young 
people, ages 18 to 26, can consider the pos-
sibility of entering professional ministry. 
The next Exploration event, now held every 
other year, is scheduled for Nov. 11, 2011, 
in St. Louis. 

“We are very intentional now about fol-
lowing up with annual conferences to let 
them know which of their students attended 
those events so they can follow up,” said 
the Rev. Meg Lassiat, director of student 
ministries, vocation and enlistment with the 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry.

The board also holds gatherings where 
representatives from annual (regional) con-
ferences can discuss best practices in devel-
oping young clergy. In addition, an Explore 
Calling website answers frequently asked 
questions for youth and young adults con-
sidering the candidacy process and offers 
information on scholarships to seminary.  

Such efforts are starting to bear fruit.
Among the 2010 study’s findings:
The number of under-35 elders in-

creased from 906 in 2009 to 946 in 2010, 
now 5.47 percent of the total number of 
elders. That’s the highest number and per-
centage in more than a decade.

The number and percentage of young 
deacons has reached its highest level with 
89 deacons under 35, comprising 9.56 per-
cent of the nation’s deacons.

There are 426 young local pastors, more 
than any time in recent history. They com-
prise about 5.8 percent of all local pastors, 
slightly lower than the percentage 10 to 15 
years ago because of the overall increase in 
local pastors.

The conferences that have the highest 

proportion of young clergy tend to have 
plans to introduce young people to a life of 
ministry. That can include developing youth 
as camp leaders or through mission trips. It 
can be by offering summer internships. 

“What we’re finding is there’s not one 
magic way to make this happen,” Lassiat 
said. “But that if you are intentional in your 
annual conference about finding a plan that 
works, you’re likely to have success.”
Best practices

The Mississippi Annual (regional) Con-
ference, for the second year, topped the list 
of conferences with the highest percent-
age of young commissioned and ordained 
elders (11.11 percent). Other conferences 
in the top 10 included: Louisiana, Central 
Texas, Holston, Oklahoma, Virginia, Ten-
nessee, Alabama-West Florida, Arkansas 
and North Alabama.

The Western North Carolina Confer-
ence has the highest number of young el-
ders: 57.

The Rev. Lisa Garvin, director of min-
isterial services for the Mississippi confer-
ence, attributed the conference’s gains to 
“cultivating a culture of call” among the 
local churches. 

The conference holds its own discern-
ment event in years when the national Ex-
ploration gathering is not held. Mississippi 
congregations also “adopt” seminarians, 
sometimes sending care packages or invit-
ing their students to preach. 

One of the main things the Mississippi 
Conference does is support its campus min-
istries, Garvin said. The conference has 27 
such ministries at college and university 
campuses across the state. 
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Study shows number of young clergy increasing
Forming Spiritual Leaders

Course of Study 
Extension School 
dates announced

Dates and courses for 
the 2010-2011 Course of 
Study Extension School 
have been announced.

The Extension Course 
of Study is basically for part-time 
pastors and exists to provide quality 
theological training and equipping for 
ministry. It is administered by the Board 
of Ordained Ministry of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference.

For more information, visit the 
Course of Study website at: www.igrcos.
blogspot.com or contact the Dean, Rev. 
Dr. E. Michael Jones at mjones@igrc.
org

Classes and dates for the spring are as 
follows:

COS 312 Theological Heritage: 
Reformation – taught Rev. Dr. Dennis 
Powers

COS 512 Contemporary Theology – 
taught by Rev. Dr. Rose Booker-Jones.

Both courses are being taught Feb. 4-5 
and March 4-5. Online registration is at: 
http://www.igrc.org/COSFeb2011

COS 511 New Testament II – taught 
by Rev. Dr. E. Michael Jones and Rev. 
Keith Anderson.

COS 513 Our Mission: Transform-
ing Agent – taught by Rev. Dr. Thomas 
Logsdon.

Both courses are being held April 1-2 
and April 29-30. Online registration is at: 
www.igrc.org/COSApril2011

United Methodist        
Student Day offering 
Nov. 28
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Nearly 1,000 United Methodists 
who qualified for a scholarship this year 
walked away empty-handed, and even 
more students are expected to be disap-
pointed in 2011 unless giving to scholar-
ship funds increases dramatically.

Churches are encouraged to observe 
Student Day on Nov. 28 or any other day 
that this is convenient for the church. In 
addition, individuals can now contrib-
ute online with a credit card at any time 
at www.umcgiving.org/umstudentday, 
where you can also order free promo-
tional resources, video presentations, and 
worship resources. Or call United Meth-
odist Communications at 888-346-3862 
to order resources.

Links to give online for all three Spe-
cial Sundays with Offerings in support of 
scholarships can be found at www.gbhem.
org/loansandscholarships/givenow.

To learn more about loans and schol-
arships, visit www.gbhem.org/loansand-
scholarships.

http://www.igrcos.blogspot.com
http://www.igrcos.blogspot.com
mailto:mjones@igrc.org
mailto:mjones@igrc.org
http://www.igrc.org/COSFeb2011
http://www.igrc.org/COSApril2011
http://www.umcgiving.org/umstudentday
http://www.gbhem.org/loansandscholarships/givenow
http://www.gbhem.org/loansandscholarships/givenow
http://www.gbhem.org/loansandscholarships
http://www.gbhem.org/loansandscholarships
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Forming Discipleship Systems

Deeper Still event Nov. 19-20 focuses on fasting

Around the New  
Testament in 90 days

Registration continues until Nov. 10 
for Denying Oneself and Giving Life to 
Another, the next event in the Deeper 
Still series sponsored by the New Streams 
Team.

Denying Oneself and Giving Life to 
Another begins with registration at 6:30 
p.m. on Friday, Nov. 19, and concludes at 
4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 20. To download an 
event brochure or flyer, visit: www.igrc.
org/deeperstill. To register online, visit: 
www.igrc.org/deeperstill_nov2010.  

Denying Oneself and Giving Life to 
Another will focus on the spiritual disci-
plines of fasting and sheltering the home-
less. Hosted by Champaign Quest UMC,, 
itself a “homeless” congregation sharing 
space with a school, the event will focus 
on expanding concepts of both fasting and 
homelessness through times of teaching, 
reflection, and hands-on experience.

Featured speakers for the event are Sis-
ter Kathleen Flood of the Two- and Five-
Day Academy for Spiritual Formation and 
Ervin Williams, Director of Restoration 
Urban Ministries in Champaign.

Break-out sessions will allow partici-

pants to focus more closely on their choice 
of one particular aspect of fasting or min-
istry with the homeless. While you are 
welcome to come alone and connect with 
others who share your interest in these dis-
ciplines, churches are encouraged to send 
teams of lay and clergy participants who 
can share their different experiences with 
one another and with their church. 

All registrations are $35 per person 
through the Nov. 10 deadline. 

In keeping with the focus on fasting, 
no meals or snacks will be served during 
this event. Coffee, juice and water will 
be available at all times. Participants may 
choose to fast throughout the event or dur-
ing any part of it. Those not participating 
in the fast should eat dinner prior to arriv-
ing for registration on Friday, eat breakfast 
at home or hotel on Saturday morning, 
and stop for a quick lunch while out par-
ticipating in the service opportunities on 
Saturday. Fasting from Saturday lunch is 
strongly encouraged if possible, to allow 
more time for service to others.

Participants are responsible for their 
own hotel arrangements. 

Child care for a limited number of chil-
dren ages 6 weeks through 5th grade will 
be available on site. Cost is $10 per child. 
Registration deadline for child care is Nov. 
10. Register for child care online when 
you register for the event.

Participation in this event may count 
toward continuing education requirements 
for Advanced Lay Speaking. Please con-
tact your District Director of Lay Speak-
ing Ministries for more information and 
the required continuing education form. 
Approval to count this event for lay speak-
ing credit does not constitute registration 
for the event. You must still register for the 
event prior to the deadline and pay the ap-
propriate fee. Lay Speakers counting this 
event for credit are also required to read 
Fasting: Spiritual Freedom Beyond Our 
Appetites by Lynne Baab prior to the event. 
You may borrow this book from the United 
Media Resource Center or purchase your 
own copy through Cokesbury.

Come join the conversation about how 
we might grow spiritually by giving up a 
few of our many blessings so that all may 
have enough.

By Barbara Dunlap-Berg* 

What are you doing for the rest of the 
year? Have you considered reading the 
New Testament?

That is what the folks at St. Stephen 
United Methodist Church in Arlington, 
Texas, are doing.

The Rev. Mary Kathryn Spradlin  in-
vited her 250-member congregation to par-
ticipate in the Common English Bible’s 90-
day New Testament reading plan, and they 
started Friday, Oct. 1.

“I’m really excited,” she said. “We had 
109 people in worship Sept. 19, and 45 
signed up.” She anticipated the next week’s 
meal after church, with reminder announce-
ments, would motivate more registrations.

“I am excited about beginning our jour-
ney together,” she wrote in her blog. “The 
Common English Bible is a fresh, new trans-
lation — not a paraphrase — of the biblical 
text. Word choices have been made to en-
hance readability and clarity.” She is encour-
aging participants to use the CEB, even if 
they already have a favorite translation.

The full Bible translation will be avail-
able next fall. When the full version comes 
out, Shell noted, a variety of reading plans 
will be available, including a yearlong 
plan and one that compliments the three-
year Revised Common Lectionary.

*Dunlap-Berg is internal content edi-
tor for United Methodist Communications.

The gift of enough
A poor couple who spent a lifetime giving everything away

By Kristin Swenson

Before my Great 
Aunt Esther died, she 
lived in downtown 
Minneapolis in pov-
erty. Oddly, this is not 
embarrassing to my 
proper, upper-middle-
class, Christian fam-

ily. Esther simply continued to live as she 
had when her husband, my grandmother’s 
brother Ludwig, was alive. When we de-
scribe someone as living in poverty, we 
usually add an adjective-grinding, devas-
tating, dreadful, something like that. Of 
Aunt Esther and Uncle Lud, and at the 
risk of sounding cloying, I’m tempted to 
add “blessed.”

Esther and Lud were committed to 
God as I have never seen in anyone else. 
They were Christian missionaries in Af-
rica for decades. Whatever else you might 
think about that old-style missionary 
work, many babies with mahogany-dark 
skin were baptized with the names Lud-
wig and Esther during those decades.

I knew my great aunt and uncle as a 
kind, elderly couple eclipsed by the en-
ergy and drama of my extended family 
when we gathered for occasional Sunday 
dinners, Thanksgiving and Christmas. I 
remember Esther’s remarkably soft skin 
when she would take my hand and say, 
“Now let’s talk to Jesus,” and I remem-
ber their gentle but determined rejection 
of all offers of a ride home after dinner. 

They preferred to take the bus so that they 
could visit and pray with all the people-
”girls and boys,” “God’s children”-who 
rode those buses.

After Lud died, Esther continued to 
minister to the poor downtown, unat-
tached to any particular organization 
but encouraging the homeless, the drug-
addled, the alcoholics and mentally ill, 
quietly praying with desperate, hopeless 
and tired individuals in doorways and on 
the sidewalk. Remarkably, Aunt Esther 
and Uncle Lud didn’t seem crazy. They 
knew these pitiable neighbors by name 
and were loved in return. Their lives were 
rich as they saw it, so over-flowing with 
the generosity of their good God that they 
just kept giving everything away.

A decent coat is crucial in the Minne-
sota winter. Before an aging Esther finally 
agreed to move into the nearby Lutheran 
retirement home, I distinctly remember 
a shopping trip with my Aunt Jean. The 
goal was to find a winter coat for Esther 
that was warm enough to keep her com-
fortable (and, frankly, alive) yet ugly 
enough that she couldn’t give it away. We 
settled on a shapeless quilted number in a 
bronze-ish hue unflattering for any human 
complexion. She was terribly grateful 
when we dropped it off. But by the time 
of our next visit, she had already given 
it to “some poor girl who really needed 
something to keep her warm.”

Esther lived with the certainty that 
she had enough. She figured this out not 
through calculating her savings, income 

and spending but through her extraordi-
nary faith in God. I witnessed firsthand 
how this translated directly into her care 
for others. There is a wide-reaching prac-
tical effect of such faith, and it is nothing 
less than to participate in God’s work in 
the world.

I’m reminded of that great exemplar 
of peace, of change through non-vio-
lence, Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi identi-
fied seven “sins” as the root of injustices, 
destruction and violence: wealth with-
out work, pleasure without conscience, 
knowledge without character, commerce 
without morality, science without human-
ity, worship without sacrifice and politics 
without principle. Although as a Hindu 
he didn’t ground his observations in the 
traditions and language of the Bible, they 
are in profound agreement with Christian 
faith. The faith that allows us to receive 
God’s gift of a sense of enough not only 
obviates such “sins” but goes farther to 
ease suffering, promote peace and partner 
with God for good in the world.

(Kristin Swenson is associate profes-
sor of religious studies at Virginia Com-
monwealth University. She is the author of 
Bible Babel: Making Sense out of the Most 
Talked About Book of All Time (Harper). 
Copyright © 2010 by the Christian Cen-
tury. Reprinted by permission from www.
christiancentury.org. Subscriptions: $59/
yr. from P. O. Box 420235, Palm Coast, FL 
32142-0235; (800) 208-4097.
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Kristin Swenson

Five-Day Academy    
for Spiritual
Formation

The Upper Room and the 
IGRC will host a Five-Day 
Academy for Spiritual Forma-
tion May 1-6, 2011 at a retreat 
center in Magnolia, IL (near 
Henry). Designed to strengthen 
our connection with God, the re-
treat falls one week after Easter 
and will offer both clergy and 
lay persons five days of teach-
ing, reflection, worship and silence. 
It is an opportunity not to expand our 
skill set, but rather to focus deliber-
ately on deepening our own personal 
relationship with God.

In consultation with the Upper Room, 
Rev. Dan Wolpert and Rev. Dr. Eliza-
beth Canham will be the retreat leaders. 

Cost of the retreat is $475 per person. 
If registered before March 15, 2011, the 
cost is $450. A $100 non-refundable de-
posit will be required. Online registration 
is now available by visiting: www.igrc.
org/fiveday2011.

Scholarships may be available. For 
information on financial assistance, con-
tact Rev. Stan Haxton, 217-454-5543 or 
email at shaxton@igrc.org.

http://www.christiancentury.org
http://www.christiancentury.org
http://www.igrc.org/fiveday2011
http://www.igrc.org/fiveday2011
mailto:shaxton@igrc.org


By Mike Crawford
IGRC Coordinator 
of Congregational 
Development

Many people are 
looking for the perfect 
church. Many church-
es are striving to be 

the perfect church. 
Many pastors are praying to be appointed 
to the perfect church. You know the one I’m 
talking about. It’s the church with a certain 
style of worship with a certain type of mu-
sic. It is the church with the certain type of 
activities. In other words, it is the church 
that is perfect…for me (and my family).

But as I’ve heard it said, “When you 
find the perfect church, don’t join it (or, if 
you’re a pastor, don’t be appointed to it), 
because it won’t be perfect anymore.”

Recently, I’ve been studying the church 
at Antioch (in the book of Acts). What I see 
in the church at Antioch is not the perfect 
church, but a POWERFUL church. Their 

emphasis is not to be everything that ev-
eryone wants, but to be the people and the 
body of Christ that God wants. 

The church at Antioch started when the 
followers of Christ in Jerusalem were scat-
tered because of the stoning of Stephen and 
the persecution of believers. Some made 
their way to Antioch. They told the mes-
sage, not only to the Jews, but also to the 
Gentiles, and many people came to faith. 

When the Jerusalem church heard of 
this, they sent Barnabas. When he arrived, 
he saw “the evidence of the grace of God.” 
The work of God was obvious, tangible, 
and undeniable. Lives were transformed. 
The Holy Spirit was active.

The church at Antioch wasn’t seek-
ing the perfect programs that would attract 
others to the faith. They were seeking the 
almighty God who would break into their 
midst and turn their lives and their world 
right side up! And although it was started 
almost by accident, the church at Antioch 
became one of the most influential churches 
in the book of Acts (watch for more about 

this next month).
It didn’t come without a cost. One cost 

was sacrifice. Both times fasting is men-
tioned in the book of Acts, the church at 
Antioch was a part of it. Another cost was 
obedience. When it would have been easier 
or more convenient to do follow personal 
preferences, the church chose to follow the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

People who are spiritually seeking aren’t 
looking for a perfect church. People whose 
lives are broken by shattered dreams or emp-
ty relationships don’t want perfect programs. 
They are looking for a powerful church 
where there is “the evidence of the grace of 
God.”

My prayer is that God will raise up An-
tioch churches within the Illinois Great Riv-
ers Conference. I’m praying for churches 
that are willing to pay the price, asking God 
to break into their midst in a new and mighty 
way. I’m praying, not for perfect churches, 
but for powerful churches, where people will 
see “the evidence of the grace of God.”

Will you pray with me?
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Developing New Congregations & Revitalizing Existing Ones
Becoming a P.C. (perfect church)

First impressions matter to church guests
Can your church compete with Starbuck’s, McDonald’s or a warm, cozy bed?
By Rev. Sheila Fiorella* 

The people who come through the doors 
of our church have expectations. They’re 
making decisions as consumers at first. 
Whether they return rests on their entire ex-
perience with our community. Those people 
leave asking the same questions they ask of 
businesses throughout the week: “Was this 
worth my time? Do the people care about 
me? Am I valued here?”

How will our guests answer these ques-
tions? How do you answer those questions? 
We’re up against a competitor that is fierce, 
and I’m not talking about Satan or other 
churches. The other churches in town are 
on our team. They’re leading and loving for 
the same reason we are.

Our competition, the rival that will keep 
people away from our church, is any busi-
ness, service or experience our guests have 
encountered recently. That includes restau-
rants, malls, golf courses and amusement 
parks. First Bank (not First Church), United 
Parcel (not United Methodist) and Grace 
Medical (not Grace Community) set the bar 
for service.

According to Mark Waltz, author of 
First Impressions: Creating Wow Experi-
ences in Your Church, that competition 
doesn’t happen only on Sunday mornings. 
(The ideas I share here are from his book.) 
The competition for our guests began when 
they were wowed in another environment. 
Our guests have great expectations formed 
from experiences of excellence and reliable 
care. Although too much of their world is 
merely adequate, they know excellence, and 
they return to places where they experience 
it. Let’s not forget the intense competition 

that comes from warm, cozy beds, especial-
ly if you’re not a morning person. After all, 
competition in the mind of the consumer is 
about the value of the experience. Will our 
guests’ experience in our church be worth 
getting out of bed?
When people matter, guests are wowed

Competition for experiences that affirm 
the customer’s value is so intense in today’s 
culture that consumers often base the quality 
of any business – or church – on the first few 
seconds of their experience. The people of 
our congregations should be able to commu-
nicate to potential guests why they should 
be at our church on Sunday morning.

A saying goes: “You only have one 
chance to make a first impression,” and that 
is certainly true. Sometimes we expect great 
things, and the reality falls short. But consid-
er lasting impressions. Some of the impres-
sions you’ve had of a business, or church, for 
that matter, didn’t come within the first few 
minutes of your experience; they happened 
later. But they stayed with you.

Try this quick word-association exer-
cise. Look at the following list and think 
about or jot down your first thought about 
each place: McDonald’s, your bank, your 
church, Starbucks.

Organizations that understand the last-
ing nature of first impressions understand 
people matter. When people matter, guests 
are wowed. And when guests are wowed, 
they know they matter. An appropriate ap-
proach to consumerism is not to see con-
sumers, but people who matter to God.
Meeting people where they are

First impressions in church are about 
creating the atmosphere expressed in Je-
sus’ invitation. The Bible tells us he said, 

“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on 
religion? Come to me. Get away with me 
and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you 
how to take a real rest. Walk with me and 
work with me – watch how I do it. Learn 
the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay 
anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep 
company with me and you’ll learn to live 
freely and lightly.” (Matthew 11:28-30, The 
Message)

I want to encourage you. Try these next 
faith steps. Here’s an action plan:

• The next time you dine out, talk with 
your dinner guests about your shared ex-
perience. What disappointed you? Did the 
staff members do the best they could with 
what they had? What would have created 
a “Wow!” experience for you? Or was it a 
“Wow” experience? What made it so?

• At the end of your day or week, list 
your consumer experiences or any other 
encounters you’ve had. When did you feel 
valued? What did someone do or say that 
caught you by surprise in a positive way? 
When were you wowed? How could an 
aspect of this “Wow!” experience be dupli-
cated in your church?

• Did you have the opportunity to show 
someone you value him or her this week? 
What did you do? What could you have 
done better?

People matter to God; therefore, they 
matter to us. If we can faithfully follow 
Jesus’ example, the guests at our church 
will experience forgiveness, acceptance 
and love. They will know they are valued. 
*Fiorella is the founding pastor of New Day 
United Methodist Church in Mansfield, 
Texas. Commentary adapted from the New 
Day website, www.newdayumc.com.

Mike Crawford

10 in 2010 events 
slated

Modeled after the Forged in the 
Fire events, the IGRC Evange-
lism Committee will host 10 in 
2010 mini-evangelism events 

throughout the IGRC.
“We hope to bring the 

Forged in the Fire experi-
ence closer to the people 

of our conference,” said the Rev. David 
Kueker, chair of the Evangelism Commit-
tee. “Transformation in systems occurs 
when a critical mass of persons adopt and 
practice an innovation. We hope to con-
nect people in order to create a tipping 
point for evangelism and disciple making 
in each district.”

Several districts have held their 10 in 
2010 event already. However, several 
events still remain:

Nov. 7, 7 p.m. – Jacksonville Grace 
UMC (LaMoine River District), spon-
sored by the Holy Spokes Cluster. Rev. 
Dr. Beverly Wilkes preaching. Special 
offering to the Judith Craig Children’s 
Village in Liberia.

Dec. 5, 6 p.m. Marion Aldersgate 
UMC (Cache River District), Rev. Tom 
Atkins preaching

Jan. 23, 2011, Champaign New Hori-
zon UMC (Iroquois River District).

Feb. 13, 2011, Normal Calvary UMC 
(Vermilion River District). Rev. Dr. Kent 
Millard preaching.

Details for the Embarras River District 
event as well as additional details on the 
December, January and February events 
will be announced as they are confirmed.

To keep up with the latest informa-
tion, visit: www.igrc.org/evangelism and 
select 10 in 2010 events.

Camp Electric for      
student worship teams

Camp Electric, a two-day boot camp 
for student- led worship teams will be 
hosted at Troy UMC Dec. 29-30.

The camp has space for eight student- 
led worship teams to learn about the 
mission of their band, the core of worship 
ministry, the best ways to sharpen skills 
and how to lead/serve the congregation as 
worship leaders. The registration cost is 
the same for each church and the church 
can send all the members of the student 
worship team. For more information or 
registration, please visit: http://harvest-
conferences.org/campelectric/ or contact 
Tim Price at 618-667-6241 ext 14. 

In addition to time as a team to develop 
the mission of their group, individual-
ized times will be available for student 
worship teams to learn skills and sharpen 
their musical ability, stage presence and 
arrangements. 

Clinicians will be available during the 
boot camp to personally work with each 
team.
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SPRINGFIELD – Parish nurses work-
ing in churches throughout the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference met together Aug. 
6-7 for a weekend of renewal, networking, 
worship and celebrating a shared heritage 
of healing established by Florence Night-
ingale.

Retreat leader for the second annual 
parish nurse retreat was Helen Chigaros, 
co-founder of the Parish Nurse Network of 
the Kankakee River Valley and Executive 
Director of the Azzarelli Outreach Clinic 
in Kankakee, a faith-based free health 

care clinic. Helen’s recent travels to Eng-
land, where she walked in the footsteps of 
Nightingale, allowed her to bring everyone 
attending a personal account of the legacy 
and spiritual connection to The Lady with 
the Lamp.

Rev. Dr Terry Harter, Sangamon River 
District Superintendent opened the retreat 
with a meditation entitled Healing is a 
Beautiful Word, based on Matthew 9:20-
22, which examined the role personal faith 
plays in  wholeness. A service of Holy Com-
munion was shared together in the Chiara 

Center’s St Francis of Assisi Church.
Health ministry is a purposeful ministry 

that helps individuals, families, congrega-
tions and communities focus on “wholistic” 
health, wellness and disease and injury pre-
vention. Health ministry is usually directed 
by a health committee incorporating a par-
ish nurse and is customized to fit the needs 
of the congregation.

Parish nurses link faith and health 
by combining professional nursing with 
Christian ministry. Parish nurses focus on 
the whole person to emphasize wellness, 
disease prevention, health promotion and 
spiritual health. Registered nurses with ac-
tive licensure attend a Parish Nurse Basic 
Preparation Course and can then serve con-
gregations and the surrounding community. 

For more information about Health 
Ministry in United Methodist congregations 
contact Patricia Magyer at UMCOR Health 
pmagyar@gbgm-umc.org, or Sharon Hin-
ton UMCOR Parish Nurse Consultant, co-
ordinator@ruralnurseresource.com.

For information about Parish Nurse Ba-
sic Preparation Courses available in your 
area, go to the website of the International 
Parish Nurse Resource Center at www.
parishnurses.org.
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Parish nurse retreat a time of networking, renewal
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Early response 
training set for   
Herrin

Early response training has 
been set to be held in Coal City 
and in Herrin.

The training at Herrin 
UMC will be held Sat-
urday, Nov. 13. Online 
registration is avail-
able at: www.igrc.org/
response-herrin

The training event 
is a seven-hour training session to equip 
individuals to go into disaster areas as 
soon as it is safe for volunteers to enter 
into the area. Training includes how to 
help survivors sift through debris, how 
to tarp roofs, safe removal of debris and 
how to interact with people who have 
been traumatized.

Background check forms will be given 
at the training in order for participants to 
be credentialed.

Mission trip               
opportunities online

Upcoming mission trip opportuni-
ties are now posted online at the IGRC 
website.

Persons looking for a mission team 
or wish to publicize a trip and recruit 
additional team members will find the 
system useful.

Mission opportunities are found on 
the right-hand side of the IGRC home 
page at www.igrc.org

Clicking on Mission opportunities 
allows one to search within the IGRC 
(locally), nationally (within the United 
States) or internationally.

Persons hosting a team can also post 
their information by selecting Submit a 
Volunteer Opportunity from the right-
hand menu. 

Kumler needs 
sleeping bags

Kumler UMC and the Outreach Min-
istries opens up the church doors each 
Tuesday evening for two hours to share 
a light snack, a safe place and fellowship 
with the homeless and low-income.

As summer turns to fall one of the 
items desperately needed by our home-
less brothers and sisters is sleeping 
bags. Kumler is asking for donations 
of sleeping bags to help meet the need. 
Donors need to indicate the sleeping 
bags are for the homeless. 

Donations can also be dropped off at 
Kumler UMC, 600 N. 5th St., Spring-
field, by prior arrangement. Call 217-
523-2269 to make arrangements.

The training at Herrin 
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Missions and Outreach — Globally and Locally

Haiti Response Plan extended for three years
By Susan J. Meister

STAMFORD, Conn. – Declaring the 
six month Haiti Response Plan pilot proj-
ect a success, the Board of Directors of 
UMCOR approved a grant of $3,094,500 
to continue to field and host volunteer 
teams to address the humanitarian needs 
and priority projects of the Eglise Method-
iste de Haiti (EMH). 

The project was approved and affirmed 
by the Board of Directors of the General 
Board of Global Ministries at the October 
2010 board meeting.

The three-year proposal was present-
ed by the Mission Volunteers office of 
GBGM in collaboration with the EMH and 
the UMVIM Jurisdictional Coordinators. 

During the six-month pilot phase, April 
– October 2010 – the EMH identified and 
prioritized projects and the US and Haiti 
infrastructure was put in place to field UM-
VIM teams. More than 80 UMVIM teams 
will travel to Haiti in 2010, and nearly 150 
are scheduled for 2011. The three year 
grant, scheduled to begin on Nov. 1, will 
support and expand the current infrastruc-
ture and grant process already in place.

“The emphasis on collaboration, team 
placement procedures and calendar has 
created a greater economic impact for 
both long-term Haitian employment and 
the financial needs of the Eglise Method-
ist de Haiti,” explained Gregory Forrester, 
Northeast Jurisdiction UMVIM Coordina-
tor and principal author of the proposal. “A 
new methodology for placement of teams 

and strict guidelines for team leaders, 
training and team membership is in place.”

Nearly 70 percent ($2,082,500) of the 
three-year grant is allocated to Haitian 
labor development funds. Each UMVIM 
team traveling to Haiti is asked to raise 
$3,500 in project funds. These funds are 
matched dollar for dollar by the grant, and 
serve to support the focus on hiring Hai-
tian workers in a ratio of at least 2:1 to 
UMVIM team members. Workers include 
laborers, cooks, drivers, interpreters, fore-
men, engineers and more.  In addition, the 
funds allow work to begin before the UM-
VIM team arrives and to continue after the 
team leaves, resulting in improved project 
continuity, a sense of ownership for the 
local community and greater inclusion of 
local persons in the decision making pro-
cess.
n Staffing support in Haiti and US 

The three-year budget includes salaries 
for four persons (three in Haiti and one in 
the U.S.), transportation support for vehi-
cles in Haiti, and office support.  The staff 
positions in Haiti are a Volunteer Manage-
ment Coordinator, an Assistant Coordina-
tor, and a Finance/Hospitality Coordinator. 
The staff position in the US focuses on cal-
endaring and communications.

Rev. Mike Willis, who has held the po-
sition of Volunteer Management Coordina-
tor in the pilot phase of the Haiti Response 
Project, will return to Vestal UMC (Upper 
New York Conference) at the beginning of 
November. He will be succeeded by Rev. 
Tom Vencuss of Wethersfield UMC (Con-

necticut/ New England Conference). 
The Assistant position will be filled 

by Bethany Guy, a lay person from the 
Church of the Resurrection, Kansas East 
Conference, who has served as an intern in 
the Haiti office since May. 

The Finance/Hospitality Coordinator 
will be filled by Deanna Hawkins, a lay 
person from Holy Trinity UMC (Minne-
sota Conference). 

Susan Meister, a lay person from the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, will con-
tinue in the position of U.S.-based Calen-
daring Coordinator.

“I am both proud and humbled by the 
response of our churches and the amazing 
work that has already been done in the past 
six months,” remarked Vencuss. “There 
are some big shoes to fill and it is my hope 
to continue the work set by the staff over 
the past six months in the service of God’s 
people in Haiti.”

Rev. Cynthia Harvey, head of UM-
COR, expressed her gratitude to Willis at 
the Board Meeting prior to the approval of 
the three year grant. “We have been focus-
ing on laying a foundation for our work in 
Haiti over the past nine months,” she said, 
“and there are challenges as UMVIM and 
UMCOR learn to work together. We own 
a great debt to Mike and are so grateful for 
his service.”
n Volunteer Scheduling

Volunteer teams from across the con-
nection, representing all five Jurisdictions, 
have already served or registered to travel

See Haiti on page 14 . . .

mailto:pmagyar@gbgm-umc.org
mailto:coordinator@ruralnurseresource.com
mailto:coordinator@ruralnurseresource.com
http://www.parishnurses.org
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http://www.igrc.org/response-herrin
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Running Green in a Blue and Red state
St. Elmo’s Don Crawford sees convergence between Green Party values and his Wesleyan upbringing 

    [on his students]…
They are part of the 
voting public and 
some of them may 
run for office one of 
these days.

“
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By Paul Black

WINDSOR – It’s a Monday afternoon 
at Windsor High School and in Don Craw-
ford’s social studies class, talk is already 
on the 2012 election.

The veteran teacher poses the follow-
ing question: “If President Obama would 
run against Sarah Palin, who would you 
vote for? And why?”

His second question was just as pro-
vocative as the first, “Other than Sarah 
Palin, who would you want to see run 
against President Obama in 2012?”

After the class spent time wrestling 
with personalities, Crawford then honed in 
on the issues.

“What advice would you give Obama’s 
economic team?” Crawford pressed. 
“Where would you cut? Are there ar-
eas where you would spend more? What 
would you do to approach balancing the 
budget?”

It is this type of interaction with the 
students that Crawford relishes. “They are 
part of the voting public and some of them 
may run for office one of these days,” he 
said.

Crawford himself has already taken 
the plunge. After garnering 34 percent in a 
race for the County Board as a Green Party 
candidate in 2008, Crawford was urged by 
fellow Green Party members to run for 
lieutenant governor in a state that is domi-
nated by the two major parties.

“My biggest complaint is that we aren’t 
taken seriously,” Crawford said. “There is 
no news coverage (of the Green Party) and 
the election laws favor maintaining just 
two major parties. And because we will 
not take political action committee money, 
access to the airwaves has been reduced to 
Facebook and YouTube and not television 

and radio.”
Under Illinois law, a party must attain 

at least 10 percent of the popular vote in a 
gubernatorial election in order to be con-
sidered “a major party.”

The major party status is of great bene-
fit in that major party candidates need only 
2,500 signatures to be placed on the ballot. 
Otherwise, the threshold is 25,000 signa-
tures, or 10 times the number required of 
Democrats and Republicans. Once a party 
receives 10 percent of the popular vote, 
they must continue to receive at least 5 
percent or lose their major party status.

In 2006, candidate Rich Whitney 
achieved that in a race that pitted Demo-
crat Rod Blagojevich and Republican Judy 
Baar Topinka. Whitney is back for a sec-
ond run for governor and was paired with 
Crawford.

What is striking about the Green Party 
platform is the detail to which the party 
outlines how it would solve the state’s fi-
nancial crisis. While incumbent Pat Quinn 
and challenger Bill Brady have been less 
than specific in their budget proposals, the 
Green Party has unveiled a detailed plan 
that includes the following:

l Elimination of spending that ex-
ist only to reward political supporters of 
favored legislators and does not serve a 
legitimate public purpose.

l Enact reform of the tax system, 
shifting the burden from property taxes to 
a progressive income tax

l Impose a financial transaction tax 
on speculative trading, making the finan-
cial sector responsible for any damage to 
the economy it creates.

l Creation of a state bank in which 
state tax revenues and private depositors 
can be invested in productive ventures 
with the interest generated being put back

into the system rather than being paid as 
dividends to stockholders.

l Implementation of a fee and 
dividend system where fees are charged 
to producers who create greenhouse gases 
from which dividends would be paid to 
consumers who put into place clean en-
ergy and efficiency practices.

l Oppose any expansion of gam-
bling but legalize and tax the sale of mari-
juana.

“Unlike the other candidates, we put a 
plan out there that voters can look at and

evaluate,” Crawford said. “Brady’s plan of
cutting 10 percent, when you take into 
account things that have to be paid will 
probably be closer to 40 percent of dis-
cretionary spending.  And with the tax 
restructuring through use of larger exemp-
tions, it was estimated that 60 percent of 
persons will be paying the same or less 
under our proposal.”

To the skeptics who look at the pos-
sibility of electing a Green Party governor 
and lieutenant governor with a legisla-
ture of either Democrats or Republicans 
in majority (there are only eight Green 
Party candidates for the General Assem-
bly), Crawford quickly responds, “Can we 
do any worse than they have? Give us a 
chance.”

Stewardship of the environment is a 
large part of the Green Party emphasis. 
While some see environmental activism 
as a threat to job creation, Crawford said it 
is a job creator as well.

“We’re looking at green jobs – wind-
mills and solar power – and the machinery 
for such enterprises has to be manufac-
tured somewhere,” he said. “With geo-
thermal, we are already making the shift 
from coal power to wind and solar power. 
We can help shape our future by being in-
volved with it.”

Crawford, who is a member of St. 
Elmo First UMC, sees his political activ-
ism as part of his Christian witness. 

“I always saw John Wesley as an ad-
vocate for those who don’t have much … 
whether it be the mentally handicapped or 
single mothers,” he said. “I am running for 
lieutenant governor because by virtue of 

   [on the Green Party]
Unlike the other         
candidates, we put 
a plan out there that   
voters can look at and 
evaluate.

“

“

the office, that officeholder chairs the Ru-
ral Affairs Council, the Main Street pro-
gram for small business and is considered 
the state’s chief advocate for small com-
munities.”

“I grew up in St. Elmo and like most 
communities the downtown area is a shell 
of what it used to be…businesses have 
closed and there is nothing replacing 
them.”

Within the church, Crawford sings in 
the church choir, and has served as both lay 
leader and lay member to annual confer-
ence. 

One of Crawford’s fellow Methodists 
from St. Elmo who attended high school at 
the same time as Crawford is Forrest Clay-
pool, who is an independent candidate for 
Cook County Assessor.

Claypool, himself, has been seen by 
many in Chicago as a political reformer, 
having butted heads with the Daley Ma-
chine in Chicago.

A 1973 graduate of St. Elmo High 
School, Crawford graduated with a bach-
elor’s degree in political science in 1977 
and a master’s degree in public adminis-
tration in 1981 – both from Eastern Illi-
nois University. He has a second master’s 
degree in school counseling from EIU in 
2001.

Crawford chairs the Fayette County 
Green Party and serves on the St. Elmo Li-
brary District Board.

Crawford has been a teacher and coun-
selor at Windsor High School since 1992 
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Sheldon Schafer, 
Green Party candi-
date for the 18th U.S. 
House seat currently 
held by Rep. Aaron 
Shock. Schafer, who 
hails from Peoria, 
is an astronomy in-
structor at Bradley 

University.
“My upbringing was around social 

justice and I have seen a lot of similarities 
between the social justice positions of the 
United Methodist Church and the Catholic 
Church,” he said. “When I began looking 
for a political outlet that was strong on 
social justice, I found that the Green Par-
ty’s 10 Key Values and Four Pillars were 
in many ways, the secular exposition of 
the social justice platform of The United 
Methodist Church.”

Schafer does not presently attend a 
United Methodist Church but attends 
church with his wife, who is Catholic.

During his formative years, Schafer at-
tended North Broadway UMC in Colum-
bus, Ohio – the church from which Bishop 
Lance Webb was serving when elected to 
the episcopacy in 1964. Webb served ten-
ures in Illinois from 1964 to 1976 and in 
Iowa from 1976 to 1984.

During that time, Schafer was active 
in weekly Sunday School, MYF and was 
active in the Wesley Foundation at Ohio 
State University. Following graduation, 
he joined the Peace Corps where he met 

his future wife of 
more than 40 years.

State Sen. Dale 
Risinger (R-Peoria) 
was born in Odin, 
located in Marion 
County and serves in 
the Illinois Senate as a 
Senator from the 37th 
Senatorial District. He 

was first elected in 2002 after spending 
40 years working as a civil engineer. 

Rep. David F. 
“Dave” Winters (R-
Shirland) serves in the 
Illinois House from 
the 68th District, lo-
cated along the Wis-
consin border in Win-
nebago County in the 
Northern Illinois Con-

ference. A self-employed farmer, Win-
ters served six years on the Winnebago 
County Board (1986-1992) before being 
elected to the Illinois House in 1994.  

Rep. Donald L. Moffitt (R-Gilson) 
serves in the Illinois 
House from the 74th 
District, which in-
cludes Knox, Stark, 
and parts of Bureau 
and Henry counties. 
First elected to the Il-
linois House in 1992, 
Moffitt served in a va-
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United Methodist candidates, office holders in Illinois

Learn more…
To find out more about the candidates and their 
platforms on issues, visit the following websites:

Political parties
Democratic Party of Illinois: http://www.idems.com
Republican Party of Illinois: http://www.weareillinois.org
Green Party of Illinois: http://www.ilgp.org
Libertarian Party of Illinois: http://www.il.lp.org

Governor/lieutenant governor
William E. Brady, Jr. and Jason Plummer (Republican): 
http://www.bradyforillinois.com
Scott Lee Cohen and Baxter Swiley (Independent): http://www.scottleecohen.com
Lex C. Green and Ed Rutledge (Libertarian): http://www.electlex.com
Pat Quinn and Sheila Simon (Democratic): http://www.quinnforillinois.com
Richard J. Whitney and Don Crawford (Green):  http://www.whitneyforgov.org

U. S. Senate
Willie E. “Will” Boyd (write-in candidate): http://www.willboyd4illinois.com
Alexander Giannoulias (Democratic):  http://www.alexiforillinois.com
LeAlan M. Jones (Green):   http://www.lealanforsenate.com
Mark Kirk (Republican):   http://www.kirkforsenate.com
Mike Labno (Libertarian):  http://www.labno4senate.com

Attorney general
David F. Black (Green):  http://www.BlackforAttorneyGeneral.com
Steve Kim (Republican):  http://www.stevekimforag.com
Lisa Madigan (Democratic):  http://www.lisamadigan.org
Bill Malan (Libertarian):  http://www.bill4ag.org

Secretary of State
Robert S. Enriquez (Republican):  http://www.ilstatesec.com
Josh Hanson (Libertarian):  Contact at 720 Crescent St., Wheaton, IL  60187
Jesse White (Democratic):  http://www.jessewhite2010.com

Comptroller
Julie Fox (Libertarian):   http://www.foxforcomptroller.com
David E. Miller (Democratic):  http://www.davidmillerillinois.com
R. Erika Schaefer (Green):  http://www.electerika2010.com
Judy Baar Topinka (Republican):  http://www.judybaartopinka.com

Treasurer
Robin L. Kelly (Democratic):  http://www.robinfortreasurer.com
James Pauly (Libertarian):  http://pauly4illinois.com
Dan Rutherford (Republican):  http://www.danrutherford.org
Scott K. Summers (Green):  http://www.summersfortreasurer.org
Source: Project VoteSmart, www.votesmart.org

Ten Key Values of 
the Green Party

These are the 10 Key Values of the Illinois 
Green Party as approved in the Platform of 
the Illinois Green Party 2004. 

Values 1 through 4 — Ecological Wisdom, 
Social Justice, Grassroots Democracy, and 
Nonviolence — are known as the “Four Pil-
lars” and are shared by Green parties all over 
the world. The Green Party of the United 
States (GPUS) and the various state Green 
parties in the U.S. have adopted an expanded 
list of ten Key Values, with exact definitions 
varying slightly from one state organization 
to another.

1. Ecological Wisdom – The Greens 
recognize that the Earth sustains all life pro-
cesses. Green ecology moves beyond envi-
ronmentalism by understanding the common 
roots of the abuse of people. Whatever we do 
to the web of life, we do to ourselves.

2. Social Justice – Greens want to replace 
the worldwide system of poverty and injus-
tice with a world free of all oppression based 
on class, gender, race, citizenship, age, or 
sexual orientation.

3. Grassroots Democracy – The power-
less suffer the most from resource depletion 
and toxic pollution. Greens believe in direct 
participation by all people in the environ-
mental, political, and economic decisions that 
affect their lives.

4. Nonviolence – Greens reject violence as 
a way of settling disputes – it is shortsighted, 
morally wrong, and ultimately self-defeating. 
We are working to create a world where war 
is obsolete.

5. Decentralization – Power and responsi-
bility must be restored to local communities 
within an overall framework of ecologically 
sound and socially just values and lifestyles.

6. Community-Based Economics – 
Greens seek a new economics that is based 
upon the natural limits of the Earth, and 
which meets the basic needs of everyone on 
the planet, under democratic, localized com-
munity control.

7. Feminism – The Green movement is 
profoundly inspired by feminist values. The 
ethics of cooperation and understanding must 
replace the values of domination and control 
over others.

8. Respect for Diversity – Greens honor 
the biological diversity of the Earth and 
the cultural, sexual, and spiritual diversity 
of Earth’s people. We aim to reclaim this 
country’s finest ideals: popular democracy, 
the dignity of the individual, and liberty and 
justice for all.

9. Personal and Global Responsibil-
ity – Greens demonstrate a commitment to 
global sustainability and international justice 
through political solidarity and in personal 
lifestyles based on self-sufficiency and living 
lightly.

10. Future Focus – Like the Iroquois, 
Greens seek a society where the interests of 
the seventh generation are considered equal to 
the interests of the present. We must reclaim 
the future for our children and ourselves.

Source: Website for the Green Party of Illinois, 
www.ilgp.org
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Sheldon Schafer Dave Winters

Dale Risinger

     I always saw John 
Wesley as an advocate 
for those who don’t have 
much … whether it be 
the mentally 
handicapped or single 
mothers.

“

and believes his candidacy has enriched 
his students in their educational develop-
ment.

“When I first considered running for 
office, I talked with our principal and they 
didn’t see there being a problem,” he re-
called. “After all, the junior high social 
studies teacher is a conservative Repub-
lican, the high school history teacher is a 
Democrat and I am with the Green Party. 
That pretty well covers the spectrum.”

Donald Moffitt
See UM candidates on page 14

“

Information is 
provided to 

inform voters 
and does not 
constitute any

endorsement of 
any party or 
candidate.

http://www.idems.com
http://www.weareillinois.org
http://www.ilgp.org
http://www.il.lp.org
http://www.bradyforillinois.com
http://www.scottleecohen.com
http://www.electlex.com
http://www.quinnforillinois.com
http://www.whitneyforgov.org
http://www.willboyd4illinois.com
http://www.alexiforillinois.com
http://www.lealanforsenate.com
http://www.kirkforsenate.com
http://www.labno4senate.com
http://www.BlackforAttorneyGeneral.com
http://www.stevekimforag.com
http://www.lisamadigan.org
http://www.bill4ag.org
http://www.ilstatesec.com
http://www.jessewhite2010.com
http://www.foxforcomptroller.com
http://www.davidmillerillinois.com
http://www.electerika2010.com
http://www.judybaartopinka.com
http://www.robinfortreasurer.com
http://pauly4illinois.com
http://www.danrutherford.org
http://www.summersfortreasurer.org
http://www.votesmart.org
http://www.ilgp.org


to Haiti. Teams interested in information 
about UMVIM trips to Haiti are urged to re-
view the information on the Haiti Response 
Plan web site, www.umvimhaiti.org. The 
web site also includes volunteer reflections, 
the status of the 15 projects underway as of 
Oct. 1, a link to the Project newsletter, and 

more.
Three IGRC teams – from Living the 

Adventure Ministries in Waterloo, McKen-
dree University and Champaign New Hori-
zon UMC – have scheduled teams under the 
plan’s pilot project.

Haiti UMVIM teams consist of no more 
than 10 members, who travel to Haiti for 
seven to nine days. The team leader must 
have Haiti experience and UMVIM team 
leader training. Team leaders work with 
the US-based Calendaring Coordinator to 
schedule their trips and to process project 
funds. The staff in Haiti assigns projects 
about six weeks before the team travels to 
Haiti, and manages logistics, materials, in-
terpreter and driver scheduling, and project 

management. All projects are prioritized 
and managed in close cooperation with 
Rev. Gesner Paul, President of the EMH, 
and church leaders.

The Haiti Response Plan has set goals 
of 220 UMVIM teams in 2011, 200 teams 
in 2012 and 175 teams in 2013. Nearly 150 
teams are already on the calendar for 2011 
and there are two teams scheduled for 2012. 

Teams interested in exploring volun-
teering in Haiti should contact Meister at 
haitivolunteers@yahoo.com

Susan Meister is the US-based Calen-
daring Coordinator for the Haiti Response 
Project and is also responsible for the web 
site, newsletter and other communications 
for the Project.

riety of municipal and county offices from 
1971 to his election to the legislature.

Moffitt is a member of Knoxville UMC 
where he has held several local church of-
fices and has taught Sunday School.

“To a large extent, my political views 
are that the role of government is to help 
people, to help them have a better qual-
ity of life, to protect them and help them 
to achieve their fullest potential,” Mof-
fitt said. “This view, this perspective has 
been shaped by scripture, sermons, Sunday 
School lessons, fellow Christians, but also 
by the teachings of John Wesley, who said, 
‘Do all the good you can, by all the means 
you can, in all the ways you can, at all the 
times you can to all the people you can as 
long as you can.’”

Moffitt also said he was impressed by 
the early Methodist circuit rider Peter Cart-
wright. Noting that Cartwright was first a 
rival and later a very strong supporter of 
Lincoln, “I find it very exciting to think that 

a Methodist minister from Illinois probably 
helped to shape Lincoln into the great lead-
er that he was and to become the greatest 
president of our country,” he said.

“Some things that happen in the political 
arena can challenge a person’s beliefs, but it 
is the church family back home that helps to 
reaffirm what’s right and what’s wrong and 
keep the ‘moral compass’ on track.”

Moffitt has three children, one of which 
was deployed to Afghanistan in 2008.

“The Sunday before Justin deployed 
Rev. (Robert) Herath had a special prayer 
and blessing for our son near the end of the 
morning service,” he recalled. “Rev. Herath 
also gave a special devotional book both 
Justin and me and my wife. Since there was 
a devotion each day, we and our son could 

be reading the same de-
votion a half a world 
away. That was very 
helpful.” 

Rep. Tom Cross 
(R-Oswego) is current-
ly the House Minority 
Leader. The son of a 
United Methodist pas-

tor from the Northern Illinois Conference, 
Cross would be in line to become Speaker 
of the House if Republicans took control of 
the Illinois House following the November 
elections.

Cross, who is a member of Oswego 
Good Shepherd UMC, represents the 84th 
House District, which is situated primarily 
in eastern DuPage County and part in sub-
urban Cook County. First elected in 1992, 
Cross is an attorney and former prosecutor 
for Kendall County. He is a 1980 graduate 
of Illinois Wesleyan University.

“As the son of a Methodist minister, I 
was fortunate to grow up in a home where 
my parents provided wonderful values for 
my brothers and me.  Many of the beliefs 
we learned in church and at home have car-
ried over to my political career, including 
trying my best to have an open mind, an 
open heart, and an open door.”

Rep. Raymond Poe (R-Springfield) 
represents the 99th House District located 
in Sangamon County. A farmer since 1964, 
Poe was first elected to the House in 1994 
after serving 21 years on the Williamsville 
School Board. Poe has been active in the 

Sherman UMC, serv-
ing as youth group 
leader from 1980 to 
1990.

Rep. Chapin Rose 
(R-Mahomet) serves as 
the representative from 
the 110th House Dis-
trict, which includes 
Coles, Douglas, Piatt 
and parts of Edgar and 
Champaign counties. 
First elected in 2002, 
Rose is an attorney..

Rep. John Brad-
ley (D-Marion) serves 
in the House from the 
117th House District 
which is comprised of 
Franklin, Williamson 
and part of Hamilton 
County in southern Il-
linois. First elected in 
2002, Bradley attends 
Marion Aldersgate 
UMC.
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Editor’s note: Information in this story 
is based on the religious affiliations report-
ed by congressional staffs to Congressional 
Quarterly, the Almanac of American Poli-
tics and VoteSmart.com. This report reflects 
races decided or vacancies filled by Jan. 5. 
Information on the governors’ religious af-
filiation comes from CNN and The Almanac 
of American Politics. 

By Albert J. Menendez*
WASHINGTON (UMNS) – Fifty-three 

United Methodists served in the 111th Con-
gress, a decline of eight from the last three 
Congresses, but the denomination still ranks 
third in total congressional membership. 

While there were seven newly elected 
United Methodists in the 111th Congress, 
compared to five in the 110th Congress, 
an unusual number of Methodist members 
retired, died in office or were defeated for 
re-election in 2008, resulting in the overall 
reduction. 

Unlike 2006, when all newly elected 

United Methodists were Democrats, five 
of  2008’s new United Methodist members 
were Republicans while two were Demo-
crats. 

Those United Methodist Republicans 
who are completing their first term are 
Mike Coffman of Colorado, Bill Posey of 
Florida, Lynn Jenkins of Kansas, Phil Roe 
of Tennessee and Paul Olson of Texas. The 
two first-term United Methodist Democrats 
are Suzanne Kosmas of Florida and Mark 
Schauer of Michigan. All seven are House 
members. 

Nine United Methodists served in the 
Senate, a decline of four from the previous 
Congress. Former presidential candidate 
Hillary Clinton of New York became Sec-
retary of State in the Obama administration, 
while Elizabeth Dole of North Carolina lost 
her re-election campaign. Larry Craig of 
Idaho retired, and Craig Thomas of Wyo-
ming died while in office. 
n Split between parties

At the present, Congressional United 

Methodists are split almost equally between 
the two parties, with 27 Democrats and 26 
Republicans. 

Texas has the largest number of United 
Methodist members with 11, followed by 
Florida with five, and Arkansas, Indiana, 
Michigan and Kansas with three each. 

In terms of strength within state del-
egations, Arkansas is a United Methodist 
stronghold, with three of its four House 
members currently claiming membership in 
the denomination. Half of the Kansas del-
egation is United Methodist. Twenty-five 
states elected at least one United Methodist 
to Congress in 2008. 

Thirty-two Methodists represent states 
in the South or Border South, while 15 
come from the Midwest and six from the 
West. 

United Methodists remain in third place 
among religious groups represented in Con-
gress, following Roman Catholics in first 
place and Baptists in second. Jews, Presby-
terians and Episcopalians are in fourth, fifth 

and sixth place, respectively. 
Nondenominational Protestants, Lu-

therans, nondenominational Christians, and 
Mormons complete the top 10. There are 
also two Buddhists, two Muslims and eight 
Eastern Orthodox Christians in Congress. 
n Five state governors 

The United Methodist Church also has 
five serving as state governors, including 
Missouri Democrat Jay Nixon, elected in 
2008. The other four current United Meth-
odist governors are Republicans Charlie 
Crist of Florida, David Heinemann of Ne-
braska and Rick Perry of Texas, as well as 
Democrat Ted Strickland of Ohio. 

Two United Methodists left as gover-
nors of their states in 2008. Janet Napoli-
tano of Arizona became secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security, and 
Delaware Gov. Ruth Ann Minner did not 
seek reelection. 

*Menendez is a free-lance writer and 
research director for Americans for Reli-
gious Liberty. 

United Methodists third largest religious group in Congress

Going Green in a Red and Blue State
UM Candidates
Continued from page 13

Raymond Poe

Chapin Rose

John BradleyTom Cross

Members of an UMVIM Team from South-
west Texas Conference work with a Hai-
tian construction worker to clear debris 
and rubble from the courtyard and inside 
of the District Superintendent’s home in 
the Carrefour District in September.  Ph
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Continued from page 11
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A Facebook page or a Facebook group?
If you want to get your church on Face-

book, you will need to decide if you want a 
Facebook group or a Facebook page. 
n What is a Facebook Page?

A Facebook Page is like a person’s 
Facebook profile, except it is designed for 
an organization, not an individual. Face-
book Pages can behave like a person–con-
necting to and friending other people and 
Facebook Pages.
n What is a Facebook Group?

A Facebook Group is a page organized 
for a common interest or organization in 
order to promote discussion and interaction 
among the group members. It looks a lot 
like a Facebook Page.
n What’s the Difference?

According to Facebook, Pages and 
Groups are for two different purposes: 
“Groups and Pages serve different pur-
poses on Facebook. Groups are meant to 
foster group discussion around a particu-
lar topic area while Pages allow entities 
such as public figures and organizations to 
broadcast information to their fans. Only 
the authorized representative of the entity 
can run a Page.”

Facebook Pages lack some of the func-
tionality that Groups have. Most small 
organizations prefer Groups, since they 
give a better chance to grow virally and 
promote tight interaction. 

In two sum-it-up sentences: Facebook 
pages are to market an organization. Face-
book groups are to promote a common 
interest.
n Pros and Cons of a Facebook Page

PROs
• A Facebook Page is often more wel-

coming than a group. “Liking” is easier 
than “joining a group.”

• A Facebook Page gets indexed by 
search engines. In other words, if someone 
searches for “Your Church Name,” a user 
might find your church’s Facebook Page. 
Groups, on the other hand, aren’t indexed 
by search engines.

• A Facebook Page can host applica-
tions–those creative add-ons that Face-
book users often feature. Groups can’t do 
this.

CONs
• Facebook pages do not allow you to 

send personal messages to the inboxes of 
group members. Instead, they allow you to 
send updates, which appear as the little red 
alerts when you log in to Facebook.

• Because it is a “page,” it is less 
likely to promote interaction and fellow-
ship. “Pages” were created primarily for 
businesses or celebs to gain a presence 
and grow their reach on social media. 
“Groups” were created primarily to gener-
ate interaction and discussion. Obviously, 
the church could use both of these…but 
which one is better?

• Facebook Pages cannot host 
events. True, a Page can create an event 
and manually invite people from the Page 
friend list. However, a Page cannot host an 
event and easily invite all fans with a sin-
gle click. A Facebook Group is capable of 
doing this. Considering that most churches 
are event-oriented, this could be a factor in 
deciding between a Page and a Group.
n Pros and Cons of a Facebook Group

PROs
• Facebook Groups gives you tons 

of control over who gets to join, and how 
they participate and interact.

• Facebook Groups are designed 
to promote a “relationship” feel, giving 
members a greater sense of inclusion and 
participation.

• Because Facebook Groups are an 
extension of your personal Facebook pro-
file, you can grow faster by directly invit-
ing friends to join through personal mes-
sages.

CONs
• If your Facebook Group grows 

larger than 5,000 people, you may no lon-
ger send personal messages to the inbox of 
members.

• Facebook groups offer just a few 
applications–discussions, photos, videos, 
etc. Extras don’t work.

• The final word is this–Pages are 
awesome. Groups are awesome. The ques-
tion to ask as you decide is this: how do 
you primarily want to use your Facebook 
presence? If you conceive of your Face-
book presence as a marketing tool to gain 
a gathering and promote a cause, a Face-
book Page may be your best option. On 
the other hand, if you want your Facebook 
presence to have a closer feel and promote 
more fellowshipping, you may choose to 
create a Facebook Group.

Reprinted from the June 2 weblog en-
try of ShareFaithBlog, www.sharefaith-
blog.com

Embracing Communication & Technology
Web ministry         
workshop Nov. 20

The IGRC Communica-
tions Team will be holding a 
Web Ministry workshop for 
teams from local congregations who 

want to maximize their effective-
ness in ministry on the World 

Wide Web. The workshop will be 
held at the Conference Center on Sat-

urday, Nov. 20, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Cost for the daylong workshop will 

be $10 per person which includes lunch. 
Congregations that already have a website 
designed by the IGRC Communications 
Team may attend free of charge.

Registration is available at: www.igrc.
org/webministry_nov2010

The workshop is designed for congre-
gations that have a website and want to 
improve it, those who are considering a 
web presence and those that just want to 
understand the latest trends.

Topics such as defining your mission, 
selecting web hosting and design services 
as well as low-cost options that are avail-
able will be explored. Churches with 
established websites will find the evalu-
ation tool of whether the site is “seeker-
friendly” extremely useful in refining and 
tweaking their design.

The course will also encourage 
churches to update their Find-a-Church 
profile even if they do not wish to invest 
in any further web presence.

Social media and other enhancements 
will also be discussed.

Paid, electronic        
subscriptions online

Persons wishing to purchase a yearly 
subscription to The Current may now do 
so online by visiting www.igrc.org/sub-
scriptions.

Each IGRC congregation is given a 
certain number of free subscriptions 
for its local church leaders based upon 
size and worship attendance. Additional 
subscriptions may be purchased for $10 
a year.

Persons may also visit the Online 
Subscription Center to subscribe to the 
electronic version of The Current. Once 
production has been completed on an 
edition of The Current, the electronic 
subscriber is sent a link to view the issue 
that has been posted online. There is no 
limit to the number of electronic sub-
scriptions a church/charge may have and 
there is no cost for electronic subscrip-
tions.

Future plans are to enable pastors and 
churches to manage their free subscrip-
tions online as well, similar to updating 
their subscriptions to Interpreter maga-
zine at the general church level.

B
riefs

‘The people formerly known as the audience’
By Rev. Larry Hollon

That’s the descrip-
tion Professor Jay 
Rosen expanded upon 
after journalist Dan 
Gillmor wrote about 
the “former audience.”

It’s about the new 
relationship we have 

with each other and traditional media as a 
result of new media.

In its simplest definition, it means that 
we are no longer passive receivers of in-
formation sent through elite media chan-
nels controlled by someone else. Those 
channels continue to exist, to be sure, but 
they are no longer our sole sources of in-
formation, and because we have access to 
a variety of media ourselves, we have the 
ability to participate in news coverage by 
commenting upon it in ways unknown un-
til now. Under certain conditions, we even 
make news through these new media.

This is turning traditional media on its 
ear because it upsets a fundamental busi-

ness model that has served to create huge 
media conglomerates over the past 70 
years.

A new survey report from the Pew Re-
search Center for the People & the Press 
gives an even more interesting and complex 
picture of our use of news and information. 
The researchers say we’ve moved into a 
new phase even beyond a participatory cul-
ture for news. We are now utilizing specific 
platforms in different ways to receive, pro-
cess and utilize news.

This means a smartphone is used for 
one purpose, a tablet for another and news-
papers for yet other reasons. Moreover, 
we’re using specific newspapers for specif-
ic reasons--USA Today for news updates, 
the New York Times for in-depth reporting.

The report also finds the power of social 
networking as a news source. Many of us 
turn to Twitter to get immediate informa-
tion about breaking stories before we turn 
to major media.

What this means for the church is also 
telling. The same people formerly known 
as the audience make up the community 

formerly known as the congregation, a 
phrase popularized by blogger Bill Kinnon.

On the one hand, we no longer sit pas-
sively and receive pronouncements as if 
we are simply on the receiving end of the 
church’s messages. On the other, there is 
great opportunity in the current media land-
scape. It is the opportunity to be connected, 
resourced and empowered in new ways.

For United Methodists, for whom con-
nection has been a part of our community 
life from the beginning, this is an exciting 
time to be exploring new ways to be the 
church. These tools provide us the means 
to test new ways of learning and acting to-
gether. They provide us with information 
greater than our ability to absorb. They re-
veal the world to us more immediately and 
comprehensively than we’ve known before.

How are you managing these new me-
dia to connect, learn and act?

(Rev. Larry Hollon is general secretary 
of United Methodist Communications. Re-
printed with permission from Rev. Hollon’s 
blog, Church, Culture and Media, www.
churchcultureandmedia.blogspot.com)

Larry Hollon
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By Vicki Brown

NASHVILLE – 
The Rev. Dr. Jerome 
King Del Pino, gen-
eral secretary of the 
General Board of 
Higher Education and 
Ministry, announced 
Oct. 7 during the fall 
meeting of the Board 
that after consider-
able deliberation and 

prayer, he would retire Oct. 15. 
Bishop Marcus Matthews, presi-

dent of GBHEM, said John Lesesne, the 
agency’s treasurer and chief financial of-

ficer, will serve as interim general sec-
retary while the Board’s Search Com-
mittee completes the search for a new 
general secretary. 

“We thank Dr. Del Pino for his ser-
vice to the General Board of Higher Ed-
ucation and Ministry and wish him well. 
We ask that Board members, staff, and 
the church pray for us during this time of 
transition,” Matthews said. 

Del Pino said the Board has faced 
many challenges during his nine-year 
tenure, but added that he believes “we 
have made significant progress in imple-
menting our Strategic Plan and in es-
tablishing leadership development as a 
critical need in our church today.” 

Bishop Matthews assured the Board 
that both he and the Personnel and Poli-
cies Committee will work closely with 
Lesesne to see that the important lead-
ership development work of the agen-
cy continues uninterrupted during the 
search for a new general secretary. 

The Board has contracted with the 
Novak Consulting Group to assist with 
the search for a new general secretary 
with the goal of presenting a candidate 
to the Board by March 2011. 

The Board’s Personnel and Policies 
Committee, chaired by the Rev. Ramon 
Evangelista, will serve as the search 
committee. 
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National News

Court sides with agency on use of endowment funds
B

ri
ef

s Bishop Thomas dies
James Samuel Thomas, the 

United Methodist bishop who 
broke racial barriers when he was 
assigned to an all-white annual 

(regional) confer-
ence in 1964, died 
Oct. 10. Thomas 
was 91.

Funeral services 
were held Oct. 15 
at Cascade United 
Methodist Church 
in Atlanta.

“In the loss of 
Bishop James Samuel Thomas, the 
church has lost a truly great leader. 
He was a leader and a bishop without 
peer,” said Bishop Gregory Vaughn 
Palmer, Illinois Great Rivers Annual 
Conference.

“For me he was the perfect integra-
tion of dignity, grace and passion for 
the gospel that anyone would want to 
aspire to be no matter how they were 
serving Jesus Christ. … He will be 
missed dearly but there will not be a 
moment in the next days or weeks that 
will go by that his memory and his 
teaching will not be evoked. I am grate-
ful for who he was and who he will 
continue to be as he lives in our hearts.”

Thomas spent 12 years in Iowa and 
another 12 in the East Ohio Conference 
before retiring in 1988. The United 
Methodist Commission on Archives 
and History honored him for his contri-
butions in the Central Jurisdiction and 
for working to eliminate the racially 
segregated Central Jurisdiction. Of 
his life’s work, Thomas said, “I didn’t 
come to be a black bishop. I’ve always 
been black. I have come to be the best 
bishop I can be.”

The United Methodist General 
Conference, the denomination’s top 
lawmaking body, created the Central 
Jurisdiction in 1939 so black leadership 
could only serve black congregations. 
It was a decision that many regard as a 
shameful chapter of church history. 

United Methodist     
ecumenical leader dies

The church leader who helped shape 
the ecumenical vision of The United 
Methodist Church has died at the age 
of 90.

The Rev. Robert W. Huston was be-
ing remembered as a devout Christian 
with a fierce passion for the unity of the 
church and a humble man who cham-
pioned the gifts of women and young 
adults.

“There was no one in the whole 
world more knowledgeable about the 
ecumenical and interreligious scene 
than Rob Huston,” declared retired 
United Methodist Bishop Jack Tuell.

By Heather Hahn

WASHINGTON, D.C. (UMNS) -- The 
United Methodist Church’s social action 
agency can use funds given to the church’s 
building on Capitol Hill for advocacy be-
yond temperance-related issues, a District 
of Columbia judge has ruled. 

In her Oct. 6 decision, Superior Court 
Judge Rhonda Reid Winston found “clear 
and convincing evidence” donations to the 
predecessor agencies of the United Meth-
odist Board of Church and Society “were 
not restricted solely” to promoting temper-
ance.

The 78-page ruling resolves a longtime 
dispute over whether the Board of Church 
and Society was properly using rental fees 
and endowment funds related the United 
Methodist Building on Capitol Hill. At 
stake was about $1 million in annual rev-
enue, said Jim Winkler, the board’s chief 
executive. 

“The most immediate impact is that 
(the ruling) lifts the cloud of suspicion that 
has been hanging over the agency for 10 
years about the ‘misuse’ of funds from the 
United Methodist building,” Winkler said. 
“I think the judge was crystal-clear on that 
count. It’s great to have that sense of abso-
lution that money is being used properly.”

The board’s trustees filed a request in 
early 2007 for a judge’s declaratory deci-
sion on the appropriate use of the building 
endowment funds. Specifically, the board 
sought a reformation of a 1965 Declaration 
of Trust to allow the use of the endowment 
fund for more than strictly alcohol-related 
matters. 

The judge ruled in the board’s favor. 
She wrote that the authors of the 1965 
trust declaration were mistaken in indicat-
ing that gifts made in the early part of the 
20th century were meant only for temper-
ance purposes.

“The exhibits clearly show that 
throughout the years, the Boards were also 
authorized to, and did, perform substan-
tial work on other ‘public morals’ issues,” 

Winston wrote. 
n Intervenors’ concerns

The case went to trial Oct. 6, 2008, and 
Winston heard final arguments on Oct. 22 
that year.

The attorney general’s office for the 
District of Columbia argued against the 
board. In addition, five individual United 
Methodists joined the case as intervenors, 
through a procedure that allows nonparties 
to have their voices heard in litigation. 

The five intervenors — C. Pat Curtin, 
Carolyn Elias, Leslie O. Fowler, John Pat-
ton Meadows and John Stumbo — are all 
United Methodists who were delegates at 
one time or another to the General Confer-
ence, the denomination’s top lawmaking 
body. One of the intervenors, Curtin, is 
now deceased.

The five were supported by the Coali-
tion for United Methodist Accountability, 
which consists of three conservative re-
newal groups: Good News, the Institute 
on Religion & Democracy, and the Con-
fessing Movement. The three groups have 
been frequently at odds with the Board 
of Church and Society over its advocacy 
work on social justice issues.

The Rev. Rob Renfroe, the publisher of 
Good News magazine and a former mem-
ber of the Board of Church and Society, 
said the groups have not decided whether 
they will appeal the judge’s ruling. But he 
does not expect the disagreements with the 
board to end anytime soon.

“I find it very difficult to believe that 
people who originally gave money for this 
purpose to buy the Methodist building that 
they thought this money would ever be 
used to lobby for abortion rights or a par-
ticular health-care plan,” he said. “These 
are all things the Board of Church and So-
ciety has done.” 

Winkler has a different take. The board 
is still involved in work advocating against 
drug and alcohol abuse as well as other so-
cial issues.

“I think social justice and evangelism 
are two sides of the same coin,” Winkler 

said. “I think our church decided a long, 
long time ago to have our voice in the 
public arena. … So as faithful Christians, 
we are in the halls of power speaking on 
behalf of the marginalized and the poor as 
well as peace and justice.”
n Changing work

The Board of Church and Society is 
the successor to the Board of Temper-
ance, Prohibition and Public Morals and 
two other agencies of the former Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. The temperance 
board led efforts to construct The Method-
ist Building in Washington, completed in 
1923 at a cost of $650,000.

The Methodist Building, located next 
to the Supreme Court and across the street 
from the U.S. Capitol, is the only nongov-
ernment building on Capitol Hill and was 
the first national Protestant agency to lo-
cate in Washington, according to the Board 
of Church and Society. 

At the dedication in 1924, the 
building’s purpose was described as 
a “sentinel and a supporter for social 
reform in the Capital; a voice for the re-
ligious community, a visible witness.”  
Its adjacent apartment and office complex, 
constructed in 1931, has been home to 
congressional representatives, Methodist 
bishops and Supreme Court justices.

Over the past decade, some church 
leaders have questioned the legality of us-
ing income from the building assets for 
purposes other than addressing problems 
related to alcohol, Winkler said. That led 
the board’s trustees to turn to the court for 
resolution.

“This is not a victory for the Gen-
eral Board of Church and Society; this is 
a victory for the entire United Method-
ist denomination,” said New York attor-
ney Fredrick K. Brewington, chair of the 
board’s trustees. “The reason we brought 
this action was to settle this dispute so that 
we wouldn’t have this conflict within our 
midst.”

*Hahn is a multimedia news reporter 
for United Methodist News Service. 

Bishop Thomas

Del Pino announces retirement as GBHEM head

Jerome King 
Del Pino
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Malaria fight must go on, bishop tells UN
By Jackie Campbell* 

PITTSBURGH (UMNS) – During a 
round of public appearances that included 
speaking at the United Nations, Bishop 
Thomas J. Bickerton urged collaboration 
in efforts to beat malaria, a disease that 
kills an estimated 800,000 children in Af-
rica each year. 

The Pittsburgh-based bishop heads 
The United Methodist Church’s Imagine 
No Malaria campaign. His presence Sept. 
21 at events during the U.N.’s Millen-
nium Development Goals Review Summit 
showed both the power of partnerships and 
the need for collaboration among govern-
ment, business and faith-based organiza-
tions in achieving goals such as reducing 
childhood (under 5) mortality by two-
thirds and cutting worldwide poverty rates 
in half by 2015. 

Many faith-based groups focus on sav-
ing lives, and The United Methodist Church 
is in the middle of a $75 million Imagine 
No Malaria campaign, with a portion of that 

planned to go to the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. Founded 
in 2002, the Global Fundhas committed 
$19.3 billion to programs addressing those 
diseases. 

Progress has been made, the bishop 
noted. When the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals were adopted in 2000, statistics 
showed a child under 5 died from malaria 
every 30 seconds. Today the most recent 
figures show the death rate has slowed to 
one every 45 seconds in Africa, still an un-
acceptable situation when talking about a 
preventable disease, Bickerton said. 

“Children have been given a chance 
that they would not have had if this effort 
had not taken place,” he said during a panel 
discussion with journalists. However, he 
added, “we need a concentrated, coordinat-
ed, integrated effort of partners all over the 
world to get the job done.” 

In addition to speaking on a panel at the 
U.N. summit and later to journalists, Bick-
erton was interviewed by CNN. 

In opening the summit Sept. 20, U.N. 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon empha-
sized financial contributions. He said the 
eight Millennium Development Goals are 
achievable if member nations stay true to 
their commitments. 

“Being true means supporting the vul-
nerable despite the economic crisis,” he 
said. “We should not balance budgets on 
the backs of the poor.” 

Bickerton acknowledged that getting 
financial commitments for the Imagine No 
Malaria campaign in tough economic times 
is challenging, but he said many people are 
enthusiastic about the chance to make a real 
difference in the world. 

“What we are discovering in this pro-
cess is that when people understand the 
story of human need, they respond,” he 
said. He cited examples of help received 
from United Methodists in other nations 
like Liberia, when Hurricane Katrina hit, 
and the outpouring of aid for the people of 
Haiti after the January earthquakes. 

Still, the denomination’s work with 
the Global Fund builds on its 200-year 
history of developing hospitals, clinics 
and orphanages, Bickerton said. Between 
mid-2009 and mid-2010, the Global Fund 
provided 122 million insecticide-treated 
bed nets delivered through its funded pro-
grams to families at risk of contracting the 
disease. 

The campaign – and the opportunity to 
save lives – has energized youth and young 
adults who “are looking for a connection 
between the church’s message and its min-
istry,” Bickerton said. They are seeking a 
way to live out their faith, “to engage and 
make it happen in their own lives. 

“They believe they can make a differ-
ence, and they are depending on the lead-
ership and government sectors to come 
through because they are trying as hard as 
they can,” he said. “They put the heat on 
leadership to deliver the goods. They need 
to know how, and they want to know more.” 

*Campbell is director of communica-
tions for The United Methodist Church’s 
Western Pennsylvania Annual (regional) 
Conference. 
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Board of Church & Society withdraws rally endorsement
WASHINGTON, D.C. (UMNS) -- 

Concerned about recent “overtly political 
and partisan statements” made by event or-
ganizers, a United Methodist church agen-
cy withdrew its endorsement of an Oct. 2 
rally in Washington.

That decision was made public a day 
before the “One Nation Working Together” 
rally.

Jim Winkler, top executive of the Unit-
ed Methodist Board of Church and Society, 
said the agency originally had agreed to en-
dorse the rally because its aims — to “build 
a more united country with good jobs, equal 
justice and quality public education for all” 
— were consistent with Scripture and the 
denomination’s Social Principles.

Although initiated by groups such as 
the NAACP and the Leadership Confer-
ence for Civil and Human Rights, the rally 
has become increasingly political, adding 
some endorsers who “detracted greatly” 
from the aims of the rally, Winkler ex-
plained in the board’s statement.

The march was portrayed as a counter-
demonstration to the Aug. 28 event at the 
Lincoln Memorial led by Fox News TV 
and radio personality Glenn Beck, even 
though Church and Society signed onto 
the rally before that event took place, Win-
kler added.

The Board of Church and Society also 
did not support a statement attributed to 
NAACP President Ben Jealous in a Sept. 

29 story on The Washington Post website: 
“We aren’t the alternative to the tea party; 
we are the antidote.”

Winkler noted the increasing lack of 
civil discourse within the United States. 
“Perhaps more troubling, discourse within 
The United Methodist Church has taken on 
a very un-Christ-like tone,” he added. “E-
mails and phone calls made to the board 
by clergy and laity have been shocking in 
their vitriol.” 

Despite the controversy created by 
both rally opponents and proponents, the 
social action agency still supports efforts 
to provide “good jobs, equal justice and 
quality public education” to everyone, 
Winkler said.
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17 new missionaries 
commissioned

STAMFORD, Conn. – Seventeen 
new missionaries were commissioned 
for United Methodist service around the 
world Oct. 12 during the annual direc-
tors’ meeting of the General Board of 
Global Ministries. 

Those commissioned included five 
international missionaries, three US-
based Church and Community Workers, 
one pastor serving through a Hispanic/
Latino ministries plan in the US, and 
eight young adults, US-2s, for short-term 
assignments in the US.

Among the US-2 missionaries is Ca-
mille Duhon from the California-Pacific 
Conference, who has been assigned to 
Cunningham Children’s Home in Urbana. 

The exuberant service, filled with 
ancient and 21 st century motifs, was 
broadcast live via the internet. Some 
1,020 persons from 10 countries logged 
onto the site during the webcast. 

Missionaries form one of the oldest 
orders of Christian service, beginning 
in the New Testament with the circle 
of men and women closest to Jesus. 
To “commission” mean to anoint, to 
designate for special work on behalf 
of the church. It is rooted in the “Great 
Commission” of Matthew 28, in which 
Jesus tells followers to “make disciples 
of all nations.” 

Bishops break new 
ground at Africa     
University

OLD MUTARE, Zimbabwe (UMNS) 
– Breaking ground on a $60,000 duplex 
for staff members is a concrete signal of 
The United Methodist Church’s commit-
ment to Africa University, according to 
that school’s founding chancellor, Emilio 
de Carvalho. 

The groundbreaking marks the begin-
ning of the first structure built by The 
United Methodist Church’s African 
bishops at the 18-year-old campus in Old 
Mutare, Zimbabwe. 

Joining Carvalho at the Sept. 6 ceremo-
ny were members of the faculty and staff 
of the university as well as nine members 
of the Africa College of Bishops, on cam-
pus for their annual roundtable. 

Carvalho said the building, when com-
pleted, will demonstrate the unity and 
resolve of the African church in helping 
the school’s growth. 

The seed was planted a year before 
when, after unanimously endorsing the 
construction plan, each of the 12 bishops 
from the African episcopal areas of the 
denomination pledged $5,000. 

The new structure will be complete 
in fall 2011. Upon its completion next 
September, the new structure will join 
the school’s existing 13 units for faculty 
and administrative staff. 

World News

United Methodist Bishop Nkulu Ntambo (left) describes church efforts to improve 
drainage canals in order to fight malaria to South African singer and malaria ambas-
sador Yvonne Chaka Chaka (center) and United Methodist Bishop Thomas Bickerton 
in Kamina, Democratic Republic of the Congo in this April 2010 file photograph. 
Bickerton took part in a panel discussion at United Nations headquarters in New York 
Tuesday, September 21, 2010, calling for collaboration to combat malaria, tuberculo-
sis and HIV/AIDS through support of the Global Fund. 
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Apportionments as of September 30, 2010

CaChe RiveR DiStRiCt
Anna UMC  $4,134  42.17%  $3,152  49.94% 45.21%
Belknap UMC  $981  75.00%  $630  75.00% 75.00%
West Eden UMC  $304  66.67%  $200  66.67% 66.67%
Benton First UMC  $10,296  75.00%  $6,624  75.00% 75.00%
Big Prairie UMC  $371  58.33%  $238  58.33% 58.33%
Maunie UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Concord UMC  $360  66.67%  $232  66.67% 66.67%
Broughton UMC  $900  75.00%  $585  75.00% 75.00%
Cache Chapel UMC  $1,305  75.00%  $837  75.00% 75.00%
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC  $1,825  41.67%  $-  0.00% 25.35%
Mounds UMC  $537  25.00%  $345  25.00% 25.00%
Carbondale First UMC  $34,065  75.00%  $21,924  75.00% 75.00%
Carbondale Grace UMC  $12,051  75.00%  $7,758  75.00% 75.00%
Carmi Emmanuel UMC  $11,223  75.00%  $7,227  75.00% 75.00%
Carmi First UMC  $9,189  75.00%  $5,913  75.00% 75.00%
Carrier Mills UMC  $7,011  75.00%  $4,509  75.00% 75.00%
Carterville UMC  $10,080  75.00%  $6,489  75.00% 75.00%
Cedar Grove UMC  $4,329  75.00%  $2,790  75.00% 75.00%
Pittsburg UMC  $504  75.00%  $324  75.00% 75.00%
Cypress UMC  $496  66.67%  $320  66.67% 66.67%
Center UMC  $264  66.67%  $168  66.67% 66.67%
Luther’s Chapel UMC  $583  91.67%  $374  91.67% 91.67%
Cobden Jesus Es El Senor UMC  $1,784  66.67%  $1,144  66.67% 66.67%
Colp UMC  $1,323  75.00%  $846  75.00% 75.00%
Crab Orchard UMC  $1,936  66.67%  $1,248  66.67% 66.67%
Cross Road UMC  $3,888  75.00%  $2,502  75.00% 75.00%
Crossville UMC  $6,246  75.00%  $4,023  75.00% 75.00%
Zion UMC  $1,305  75.00%  $837  75.00% 75.00%
Dahlgren UMC  $1,016  66.67%  $656  66.67% 66.67%
Macedonia UMC  $828  75.00%  $531  75.00% 75.00%
Dale UMC  $459  75.00%  $297  75.00% 75.00%
Oliver UMC  $387  75.00%  $252  75.00% 75.00%
Webb’s Chapel UMC  $468  75.00%  $297  75.00% 75.00%
DeSoto UMC  $1,566  75.00%  $1,008  75.00% 75.00%
Vergennes Wesley UMC  $1,224  75.00%  $792  75.00% 75.00%
Hallidayboro UMC  $1,044  75.00%  $675  75.00% 75.00%
DuQuoin UMC  $4,538  28.26%  $2,918  28.24% 28.26%
Eldorado UMC  $3,325  41.67%  $2,140  41.67% 41.67%
Raleigh UMC  $902  91.67%  $583  91.67% 91.67%
Elkville UMC  $1,020  100.00%  $660  100.00% 100.00%
Energy UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Enfield UMC  $2,943  75.00%  $1,890  75.00% 75.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $1,152  75.00%  $738  75.00% 75.00%
Equality UMC  $2,025  75.00%  $1,305  75.00% 75.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $2,214  75.00%  $1,422  75.00% 75.00%
Ridgway UMC  $1,512  75.00%  $972  75.00% 75.00%
Fountain UMC  $927  75.00%  $594  75.00% 75.00%
Galatia UMC  $1,431  75.00%  $927  75.00% 75.00%
Glendale UMC  $3,348  75.00%  $2,151  75.00% 75.00%
Eddyville UMC  $1,134  75.00%  $729  75.00% 75.00%
Taylor UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Golconda UMC  $2,619  75.00%  $1,683  75.00% 75.00%
Rosiclare UMC  $1,476  75.00%  $945  75.00% 75.00%
Goreville UMC  $3,840  40.10%  $3,084  50.00% 43.98%
Creal Springs UMC  $3,504  100.00%  $2,256  100.00% 100.00%
Grand Tower UMC  $1,719  75.00%  $1,107  75.00% 75.00%
Wolf Lake UMC  $1,242  75.00%  $801  75.00% 75.00%
Ware UMC  $630  75.00%  $405  75.00% 75.00%
West Frankfort Antioch UMC  $2,781  75.00%  $1,791  75.00% 75.00%
West Frankfort Central UMC  $1,989  75.00%  $1,278  75.00% 75.00%
West Frankfort First UMC  $1,896  66.67%  $1,224  66.67% 66.67%
Greenwood UMC  $1,755  75.00%  $1,134  75.00% 75.00%
Dorris Heights UMC  $756  100.00%  $480  100.00% 100.00%
Mount Moriah UMC  $639  75.00%  $405  75.00% 75.00%
Harrisburg First UMC  $12,256  66.67%  $7,888  66.67% 66.67%
Herrin UMC  $1,830  14.61%  $1,170  14.51% 14.57%
Hurst UMC  $828  75.00%  $531  75.00% 75.00%
Johnston City UMC  $2,920  33.33%  $1,880  33.33% 33.33%
Stiritz UMC  $1,746  75.00%  $1,125  75.00% 75.00%
Jonesboro UMC  $1,080  66.67%  $696  66.67% 66.67%
Walnut Grove UMC  $1,287  75.00%  $828  75.00% 75.00%
Joppa UMC  $1,441  91.67%  $924  91.67% 91.67%
Oak Grove UMC  $792  75.00%  $513  75.00% 75.00%
Karnak UMC  $4,338  75.00%  $2,790  75.00% 75.00%
Marion Aldersgate UMC  $42,543  75.00%  $27,378  75.00% 75.00%
Marion First UMC  $13,419  58.33%  $8,638  58.33% 58.33%
McHenry UMC  $108  75.00%  $72  75.00% 75.00%
McLeansboro First UMC  $6,258  58.33%  $4,032  58.33% 58.33%
Metropolis UMC  $14,086  53.33%  $11,575  68.07% 59.11%
Murphysboro UMC  $17,730  75.00%  $11,412  75.00% 75.00%
New Burnside UMC  $824  41.62%  $530  41.67% 41.64%
Norris City UMC  $5,560  66.67%  $3,576  66.67% 66.67%
Shiloh UMC  $1,044  75.00%  $675  75.00% 75.00%
Ohio Chapel UMC  $1,827  75.00%  $1,179  75.00% 75.00%
Shawneetown UMC  $1,836  75.00%  $1,179  75.00% 75.00%
Cave In Rock UMC  $819  75.00%  $522  75.00% 75.00%
Elizabethtown UMC  $296  66.67%  $192  66.67% 66.67%
Olive Branch UMC  $553  58.33%  $357  58.33% 58.33%

Olmsted UMC  $1,260  75.00%  $720  66.67% 71.74%
Pinckneyville UMC  $10,592  66.67%  $6,816  66.67% 66.67%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $216  16.67%  $138  16.67% 16.67%
Powers UMC  $765  75.00%  $495  75.00% 75.00%
Sesser UMC  $6,111  75.00%  $3,933  75.00% 75.00%
Valier UMC  $1,458  75.00%  $936  75.00% 75.00%
Sunfield UMC  $5,769  75.00%  $3,717  75.00% 75.00%
Tamms UMC  $1,818  75.00%  $1,170  75.00% 75.00%
Tate’s Chapel UMC  $1,728  75.00%  $1,107  75.00% 75.00%
Vergennes Faith UMC  $2,034  75.00%  $1,305  75.00% 75.00%
Vienna UMC  $8,666  58.33%  $5,579  58.33% 58.33%
West Frankfort Trinity UMC  $16,578  75.00%  $10,665  75.00% 75.00%
Zeigler UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Royalton UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
total Cache River District  $378,015  65.29%  $245,612  65.92% 65.54%
     
emBaRRaS RiveR DiStRiCt
Asbury UMC  $765  75.00%  $495  75.00% 75.00%
Dexter UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Funkhouser UMC  $552  100.00%  $348  100.00% 100.00%
Salem UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Altamont First UMC  $3,300  25.00%  $2,124  25.00% 25.00%
Annapolis UMC  $960  100.00%  $612  100.00% 100.00%
Kirk Chapel UMC  $720  75.00%  $459  75.00% 75.00%
Beecher City UMC  $2,493  75.00%  $1,611  75.00% 75.00%
Shumway UMC  $2,439  75.00%  $1,566  75.00% 75.00%
Brownstown UMC  $2,178  75.00%  $1,404  75.00% 75.00%
Emmanuel UMC  $666  75.00%  $432  75.00% 75.00%
Casey UMC  $15,000  66.67%  $9,656  66.67% 66.67%
Charleston Otterbein UMC  $4,494  58.33%  $2,891  58.33% 58.33%
Charleston Wesley UMC  $28,760  66.67%  $18,512  66.67% 66.67%
Cowden UMC  $2,916  75.00%  $1,881  75.00% 75.00%
Lakewood UMC  $2,952  75.00%  $1,899  75.00% 75.00%
Greenup UMC  $2,376  66.67%  $1,528  66.67% 66.67%
Toledo UMC  $2,520  75.00%  $1,620  75.00% 75.00%
Cottonwood UMC  $936  75.00%  $603  75.00% 75.00%
Pleasant Valley UMC  $477  75.00%  $306  75.00% 75.00%
Salem UMC  $1,620  75.00%  $1,044  75.00% 75.00%
Woodbury UMC  $1,917  75.00%  $1,233  75.00% 75.00%
Dogwood Prairie UMC  $3,591  75.00%  $2,313  75.00% 75.00%
Seed Chapel UMC  $2,219  78.69%  $1,424  78.59% 78.65%
Hume UMC  $1,968  100.00%  $1,272  100.00% 100.00%
Chrisman UMC  $4,473  75.00%  $2,880  75.00% 75.00%
Scottland UMC  $728  66.67%  $472  66.67% 66.67%
Clay’s Prairie UMC  $286  91.67%  $187  91.67% 91.67%
Vermilion UMC  $2,133  75.00%  $1,368  75.00% 75.00%
Paris Otterbein UMC  $5,472  75.00%  $3,528  75.00% 75.00%
Grandview UMC  $810  75.00%  $522  75.00% 75.00%
Effingham Centenary UMC  $23,706  75.00%  $15,255  75.00% 75.00%
Stewardson UMC  $4,815  75.00%  $3,096  75.00% 75.00%
Mode UMC  $1,422  75.00%  $918  75.00% 75.00%
Strasburg UMC  $3,840  100.00%  $2,472  100.00% 100.00%
Washington UMC  $1,088  66.67%  $704  66.67% 66.67%
Gaskill UMC  $828  75.00%  $531  75.00% 75.00%
Flat Rock UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Harmon UMC  $728  66.67%  $472  66.67% 66.67%
Montrose UMC  $891  75.00%  $576  75.00% 75.00%
Harvest UMC  $1,986  75.23%  $1,278  75.00% 75.14%
Humboldt UMC  $1,464  66.67%  $944  66.67% 66.67%
Kansas UMC  $2,061  75.00%  $1,332  75.00% 75.00%
Lerna UMC  $474  50.00%  $306  50.00% 50.00%
Johnstown UMC  $594  75.00%  $387  75.00% 75.00%
Marshall Armstrong UMC  $4,536  75.00%  $2,925  75.00% 75.00%
Marshall Emmanuel UMC  $3,627  75.00%  $2,331  75.00% 75.00%
Zion UMC  $4,152  100.00%  $2,676  100.00% 100.00%
Dunlap UMC  $1,485  75.00%  $954  75.00% 75.00%
Marshall Asbury UMC  $702  75.00%  $450  75.00% 75.00%
Marshall First UMC  $14,940  75.00%  $9,621  75.00% 75.00%
Patton UMC  $2,178  75.00%  $1,404  75.00% 75.00%
Marshall Trinity UMC  $3,444  58.33%  $2,219  58.33% 58.33%
Brick UMC  $626  30.00%  $403  30.00% 30.00%
Martinsville UMC  $2,718  75.00%  $1,746  75.00% 75.00%
Mattoon First UMC  $24,804  75.00%  $15,966  75.00% 75.00%
Coffeen UMC  $1,344  66.67%  $864  66.67% 66.67%
Fillmore UMC  $1,503  75.00%  $972  75.00% 75.00%
Hillsboro UMC  $5,840  66.67%  $3,760  66.67% 66.67%
Irving UMC  $1,071  75.00%  $684  75.00% 75.00%
Witt UMC  $3,087  75.00%  $1,989  75.00% 75.00%
Neoga UMC  $7,812  75.00%  $5,022  75.00% 75.00%
Etna UMC  $726  50.00%  $468  50.00% 50.00%
Newton Grace UMC  $6,885  75.00%  $4,437  75.00% 75.00%
Nokomis UMC  $6,219  75.00%  $4,005  75.00% 75.00%
Oakland UMC  $1,944  66.67%  $1,248  66.67% 66.67%
Westfield UMC  $4,869  75.00%  $3,132  75.00% 75.00%
Oak Ridge UMC  $900  75.00%  $585  75.00% 75.00%
Oblong Central UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Oblong Evangelical UMC  $8,648  89.08%  $5,632  90.08% 89.47%
Oliver UMC  $1,323  75.00%  $855  75.00% 75.00%
Palestine First UMC  $1,683  75.00%  $1,080  75.00% 75.00%

District/Church CS/A %Paid B/CM %Paid Apportionment Total Paid District/Church CS/A %Paid B/CM %Paid Apportionment Total Paid



Palestine Grace UMC  $1,116  75.00%  $720  75.00% 75.00%
Paris First UMC  $12,933  75.00%  $8,325  75.00% 75.00%
Pearl Chapel UMC  $2,034  75.00%  $1,305  75.00% 75.00%
Robinson First UMC  $3,294  18.80%  $2,217  19.67% 19.14%
Robinson Otterbein UMC  $-  0.00%  $1,176  16.67% 6.52%
Hutsonville UMC  $1,764  75.00%  $1,134  75.00% 75.00%
Fairview UMC  $765  75.00%  $495  75.00% 75.00%
Trinity Chapel UMC  $1,287  75.00%  $828  75.00% 75.00%
Saint Elmo First UMC  $6,975  75.00%  $4,491  75.00% 75.00%
Fourth Street UMC  $2,367  75.00%  $1,530  75.00% 75.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $918  75.00%  $585  75.00% 75.00%
Shelbyville First UMC  $14,409  75.00%  $9,279  75.00% 75.00%
Sugar Grove UMC  $1,602  75.00%  $1,026  75.00% 75.00%
Tower Hill UMC  $2,048  66.67%  $1,320  66.67% 66.67%
Ramsey UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Herrick UMC  $2,187  75.00%  $1,413  75.00% 75.00%
Vandalia Haley Chapel UMC  $1,557  75.00%  $999  75.00% 75.00%
Mount Carmel UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Vandalia Luster Chapel UMC  $153  75.00%  $99  75.00% 75.00%
Watson UMC  $2,691  75.00%  $1,737  75.00% 75.00%
West Liberty UMC  $1,125  75.00%  $720  75.00% 75.00%
Kedron UMC  $954  75.00%  $621  75.00% 75.00%
Willow Hill UMC  $2,056  66.67%  $1,328  66.67% 66.67%
Falmouth UMC  $1,530  75.00%  $981  75.00% 75.00%
Windsor UMC  $3,888  75.00%  $2,502  75.00% 75.00%
Zion Hill UMC  $2,340  75.00%  $1,512  75.00% 75.00%
Zion UMC  $1,269  75.00%  $819  75.00% 75.00%
total embarras River District  $331,946  65.64%  $215,051  66.05% 65.80%
     
iLLinoiS RiveR DiStRiCt
Bartonville UMC  $4,169  60.00%  $2,686  60.00% 60.00%
Blue Ridge UMC  $1,233  75.00%  $792  75.00% 75.00%
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Boyd’s Grove UMC  $2,439  75.00%  $1,566  75.00% 75.00%
Brimfield UMC  $1,008  75.00%  $648  75.00% 75.00%
Canton South Park UMC  $2,178  75.00%  $1,404  75.00% 75.00%
Shields’ Chapel UMC  $4,716  75.00%  $3,033  75.00% 75.00%
Canton Wesley UMC  $35,552  66.67%  $22,880  66.67% 66.67%
Chillicothe First UMC  $11,134  52.24%  $7,742  56.45% 53.89%
Crossroads UMC  $21,059  33.85%  $26,688  66.67% 46.70%
Cuba UMC  $806  15.62%  $-  0.00% 9.51%
London Mills UMC  $4,122  75.00%  $2,655  75.00% 75.00%
Dayspring UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
East Peoria Faith UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Zion Evangelical UMC  $860  16.67%  $554  16.67% 16.67%
Deer Creek UMC  $1,332  75.00%  $855  75.00% 75.00%
Delavan UMC  $8,253  75.00%  $5,310  75.00% 75.00%
Dunlap Prospect UMC  $14,936  66.67%  $9,616  66.67% 66.67%
East Peoria First UMC  $14,202  75.00%  $9,144  75.00% 75.00%
Edwards UMC  $1,110  83.33%  $720  83.33% 83.33%
Eureka UMC  $10,539  75.00%  $6,777  75.00% 75.00%
Farmington UMC  $3,030  41.67%  $1,950  41.67% 41.67%
Glasford UMC  $1,680  15.32%  $1,120  15.87% 15.53%
Green Valley First UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Hopedale UMC  $2,720  66.67%  $1,752  66.67% 66.67%
Hanna City UMC  $4,840  83.33%  $3,110  83.33% 83.33%
Trivoli UMC  $3,438  75.00%  $2,214  75.00% 75.00%
Henry UMC  $4,218  52.23%  $3,011  57.95% 54.47%
Washburn UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Kewanee First UMC  $14,373  75.00%  $9,252  75.00% 75.00%
Lacon Sparland UMC  $1,860  33.33%  $1,196  33.33% 33.33%
Varna UMC  $2,610  75.00%  $1,683  75.00% 75.00%
LaFayette UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
West Jersey UMC  $1,017  75.00%  $657  75.00% 75.00%
Laura UMC  $3,384  75.00%  $2,178  75.00% 75.00%
Monica UMC  $1,560  66.67%  $1,008  66.67% 66.67%
Lewistown UMC  $7,677  75.00%  $4,941  75.00% 75.00%
Mackinaw UMC  $11,376  75.00%  $7,317  75.00% 75.00%
Manito UMC  $4,977  58.33%  $3,206  58.33% 58.33%
Maples Mill UMC  $2,898  75.00%  $1,872  75.00% 75.00%
Morton UMC  $33,390  75.00%  $21,492  75.00% 75.00%
Mossville UMC  $10,251  75.00%  $6,597  75.00% 75.00%
Mount Pleasant UMC  $590  83.33%  $380  83.33% 83.33%
Norris UMC  $1,188  75.00%  $765  75.00% 75.00%
Providence Chapel UMC  $553  58.33%  $357  58.33% 58.33%
Pekin First UMC  $31,378  77.39%  $20,232  77.55% 77.45%
Pekin Grace UMC  $29,088  75.00%  $18,720  75.00% 75.00%
Peoria Bethel UMC  $11,502  75.00%  $7,407  75.00% 75.00%
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC  $24,597  75.00%  $15,831  75.00% 75.00%
Peoria First UMC  $120,789  75.00%  $77,742  75.00% 75.00%
Peoria Madison Avenue UMC  $400  6.64%  $-  0.00% 4.04%
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC  $9,621  75.00%  $6,192  75.00% 75.00%
Peoria Northwest UMC  $8,442  58.33%  $5,432  58.33% 58.33%
Peoria University UMC  $17,748  75.00%  $11,421  75.00% 75.00%
Princeville UMC  $10,620  75.00%  $6,840  75.00% 75.00%
RiversEdge UMC  $7,578  75.00%  $4,878  75.00% 75.00%
Saint David UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Bryant UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Sheffield UMC  $1,611  75.00%  $1,035  75.00% 75.00%

Smithfield Brock UMC  $2,313  75.00%  $1,494  75.00% 75.00%
Locust Lane UMC  $2,205  75.00%  $1,422  75.00% 75.00%
Texas UMC  $500  59.52%  $330  61.11% 60.14%
Tiskilwa Community Church UM/AB  $950  41.67%  $615  41.67% 41.67%
Toulon UMC  $4,290  41.67%  $2,760  41.67% 41.67%
Tremont UMC  $10,904  41.57%  $7,035  41.67% 41.61%
Washington Evangelical UMC  $11,574  75.00%  $7,452  75.00% 75.00%
White Chapel UMC  $2,997  75.00%  $1,926  75.00% 75.00%
Kingston Mines UMC  $1,285  41.67%  $830  41.67% 41.67%
Monterey UMC  $1,845  75.00%  $1,188  75.00% 75.00%
Willow Hill UMC  $17,775  75.00%  $11,439  75.00% 75.00%
Wyoming UMC  $3,084  50.00%  $1,986  50.00% 50.00%
Neponset UMC  $1,100  39.68%  $-  0.00% 24.12%
total illinois River District  $591,474  64.16%  $393,335  66.29% 65.00%
     
iRoquoiS RiveR DiStRiCt
Allerton UMC  $1,008  75.00%  $648  75.00% 75.00%
Arcola UMC  $9,153  75.00%  $5,886  75.00% 75.00%
Arthur UMC  $9,387  75.00%  $6,039  75.00% 75.00%
Batestown UMC  $1,566  75.00%  $1,008  75.00% 75.00%
Union Corner UMC  $1,467  75.00%  $945  75.00% 75.00%
Bellflower UMC  $2,187  75.00%  $1,404  75.00% 75.00%
Bement UMC  $1,230  16.67  $792  16.67 16.67%
Bondville UMC  $2,610  75.00%  $1,683  75.00% 75.00%
Camargo UMC  $4,374  75.00%  $2,817  75.00% 75.00%
Catlin UMC  $10,458  75.00%  $6,732  75.00% 75.00%
Centerville UMC  $3,582  75.00%  $2,304  75.00% 75.00%
Seymour UMC  $1,287  75.00%  $828  75.00% 75.00%
White Heath UMC  $1,152  75.00%  $747  75.00% 75.00%
Champaign Faith UMC  $35,055  75.00%  $22,554  75.00% 75.00%
Champaign First UMC  $55,737  75.00%  $35,874  75.00% 75.00%
Champaign New Horizon UMC  $39,969  75.00%  $25,722  75.00% 75.00%
Cissna Park UMC  $1,809  75.00%  $1,161  75.00% 75.00%
Rankin UMC  $2,430  83.33%  $1,570  83.33% 83.33%
Collison UMC  $828  75.00%  $531  75.00% 75.00%
Countryside UMC  $5,432  45.00%  $3,499  45.00% 45.00%
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC  $2,898  75.00%  $1,863  75.00% 75.00%
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC  $2,808  75.00%  $1,809  75.00% 75.00%
Danville First UMC  $5,316  50.00%  $3,426  50.00% 50.00%
Danville Saint James UMC  $36,498  58.33%  $23,485  58.33% 58.33%
Donovan UMC  $2,952  75.00%  $1,899  75.00% 75.00%
Crescent City UMC  $1,476  75.00%  $945  75.00% 75.00%
East Lynn UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Fisher UMC  $3,774  50.00%  $2,430  50.00% 50.00%
Fithian UMC  $4,230  75.00%  $2,718  75.00% 75.00%
Oakwood UMC  $4,808  66.67%  $3,096  66.67% 66.67%
Hebron UMC  $1,260  75.00%  $810  75.00% 75.00%
Gibson City UMC  $15,831  75.00%  $10,188  75.00% 75.00%
Gifford UMC  $1,449  75.00%  $927  75.00% 75.00%
Ludlow UMC  $1,572  100.00%  $1,008  100.00% 100.00%
Gilman UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Ashkum UMC  $2,385  75.00%  $1,539  75.00% 75.00%
Hindsboro UMC  $1,161  75.00%  $544  54.62 67.02%
Homer UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Hoopeston UMC  $7,425  75.00%  $4,779  75.00% 75.00%
Wellington UMC  $2,034  75.00%  $1,314  75.00% 75.00%
Iroquois UMC  $819  75.00%  $531  75.00% 75.00%
Sheldon UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Loda UMC  $7,317  75.00%  $4,716  75.00% 75.00%
Mahomet UMC  $23,580  75.00%  $15,174  75.00% 75.00%
Mansfield UMC  $7,425  75.00%  $4,779  75.00% 75.00%
Melvin UMC  $4,792  66.67%  $3,088  66.67% 66.67%
Shiloh UMC  $2,097  75.00%  $1,350  75.00% 75.00%
Middlefork UMC  $3,552  100.00%  $2,280  100.00% 100.00%
Milford UMC  $3,072  66.67%  $1,976  66.67% 66.67%
Goodwine UMC  $438  50.00%  $282  50.00% 50.00%
Stockland UMC  $1,755  75.00%  $1,125  75.00% 75.00%
Mount Vernon UMC  $1,980  75.00%  $1,269  75.00% 75.00%
Newman UMC  $2,943  75.00%  $1,890  75.00% 75.00%
Murdock UMC  $954  75.00%  $612  75.00% 75.00%
Ogden UMC  $2,925  75.00%  $1,890  75.00% 75.00%
Broadlands UMC  $3,276  75.00%  $2,106  75.00% 75.00%
Onarga UMC  $1,212  16.67%  $780  16.67% 16.67%
Piper City UMC  $1,650  41.67%  $1,060  41.67% 41.67%
Paxton First UMC  $13,850  83.33%  $8,920  83.33% 83.33%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $621  75.00%  $405  75.00% 75.00%
Quest UMC  $4,048  66.67%  $2,608  66.67% 66.67%
Rantoul First UMC  $3,464  16.67%  $1,595  11.93% 14.81%
Roberts UMC  $1,233  75.00%  $801  75.00% 75.00%
Thawville UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Rossville UMC  $6,462  75.00%  $4,158  75.00% 75.00%
Bismarck UMC  $3,465  75.00%  $2,232  75.00% 75.00%
Sadorus UMC  $1,824  100.00%  $1,176  100.00% 100.00%
Parkville UMC  $837  75.00%  $540  75.00% 75.00%
Saint Joseph UMC  $127  0.86%  $6,352  67.43% 26.93%
Farmer City UMC  $4,320  66.00%  $2,784  66.00% 66.00%
Weedman UMC  $2,322  75.00%  $1,494  75.00% 75.00%
Weldon UMC  $1,510  41.67%  $975  41.67% 41.67%
Savoy UMC  $12,448  66.67%  $8,008  66.67% 66.67%
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Fairview UMC  $1,044  75.00%  $675  75.00% 75.00%
Fairmount UMC  $2,259  75.00%  $1,458  75.00% 75.00%
Georgetown UMC  $3,528  75.00%  $2,277  75.00% 75.00%
Indianola UMC  $1,161  75.00%  $747  75.00% 75.00%
Ridge Farm UMC  $1,778  58.33%  $1,141  58.33% 58.33%
Sidell UMC  $6,192  75.00%  $3,987  75.00% 75.00%
Sullivan UMC  $11,072  66.67%  $7,128  66.67% 66.67%
Tolono UMC  $4,753  58.33%  $3,059  58.33% 58.33%
Pesotum UMC  $1,576  66.67%  $1,016  66.67% 66.67%
Tuscola UMC  $15,165  75.00%  $9,756  75.00% 75.00%
Urbana First UMC  $2,712  16.67%  $1,746  16.67% 16.67%
Urbana Grace UMC  $7,230  41.67%  $4,655  41.67% 41.67%
Urbana Wesley UMC  $13,851  75.00%  $8,910  75.00% 75.00%
Villa Grove UMC  $12,348  75.00%  $7,947  75.00% 75.00%
Watseka UMC  $5,085  25.00%  $3,273  25.00% 25.00%
Woodland UMC  $1,700  83.33%  $1,090  83.33% 83.33%
total iroquois River District  $506,370  62.86%  $331,345  63.91% 63.27%
     
KaSKaSKia RiveR DiStRiCt
Albion UMC  $6,957  75.00%  $4,473  75.00% 75.00%
Bethel UMC  $2,502  75.00%  $1,611  75.00% 75.00%
Allendale UMC  $2,340  75.00%  $1,503  75.00% 75.00%
Alma UMC  $1,197  75.00%  $774  75.00% 75.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $891  75.00%  $576  75.00% 75.00%
Asbury Chapel UMC  $1,089  75.00%  $702  75.00% 75.00%
Bellmont UMC  $1,001  58.33%  $644  58.33% 58.33%
Ashley UMC  $1,526  58.33%  $980  58.33% 58.33%
Waltonville UMC  $855  75.00%  $549  75.00% 75.00%
Beulah UMC  $10,188  100.00%  $6,564  100.00% 100.00%
Bluford Otterbein UMC  $217  8.33%  $140  8.33% 8.33%
Wayne City UMC  $2,556  75.00%  $1,647  75.00% 75.00%
Bonnie UMC  $438  25.00%  $282  25.00% 25.00%
Ina UMC  $693  75.00%  $450  75.00% 75.00%
Bridgeport UMC  $4,613  58.33%  $2,968  58.33% 58.33%
Petrolia UMC  $621  75.00%  $396  75.00% 75.00%
Browns UMC  $1,404  75.00%  $909  75.00% 75.00%
Calhoun UMC  $1,169  58.33%  $756  58.33% 58.33%
Ebenezer UMC  $1,485  75.00%  $954  75.00% 75.00%
Centralia Faith UMC  $4,662  75.00%  $2,997  75.00% 75.00%
Central City UMC  $1,680  66.67%  $-  0.00% 40.58%
Centralia First UMC  $9,310  58.33%  $5,992  58.33% 58.33%
Chauncey UMC  $1,344  100.00%  $864  100.00% 100.00%
Claremont UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Prairieton UMC  $210  40.70%  $-  0.00% 24.65%
Dix UMC  $1,071  75.00%  $693  75.00% 75.00%
Union Chapel UMC  $1,416  66.67%  $912  66.67% 66.67%
Garrison Temple UMC  $873  75.00%  $567  75.00% 75.00%
Enterprise UMC  $2,115  75.00%  $1,359  75.00% 75.00%
West UMC  $1,449  75.00%  $936  75.00% 75.00%
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC  $1,509  17.56%  $2,429  43.92% 27.88%
Fairfield First UMC  $14,688  75.00%  $9,450  75.00% 75.00%
Fairview UMC  $360  66.67%  $232  66.67% 66.67%
Farina UMC  $5,949  75.00%  $3,834  75.00% 75.00%
Louisville UMC  $3,808  33.33%  $2,452  33.33% 33.33%
Flora First UMC  $12,672  75.00%  $8,154  75.00% 75.00%
Flora Trinity UMC  $1,485  75.00%  $954  75.00% 75.00%
Centralia Demaree UMC  $264  4.19%  $170  4.19% 4.19%
Odin UMC  $1,368  75.00%  $882  75.00% 75.00%
Shattuc UMC  $2,682  75.00%  $1,728  75.00% 75.00%
Gilead UMC  $600  100.00%  $384  100.00% 100.00%
Golden Gate UMC  $954  75.00%  $612  75.00% 75.00%
Conway UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Grayville UMC  $6,220  83.33%  $4,000  83.33% 83.33%
Fortney UMC  $832  66.67%  $536  66.67% 66.67%
Hopewell UMC  $218  58.60%  $46  19.17% 43.14%
Olive Branch UMC  $99  75.00%  $63  75.00% 75.00%
Kinmundy First UMC  $9,099  75.00%  $5,850  75.00% 75.00%
Wesley UMC  $1,125  75.00%  $729  75.00% 75.00%
Lancaster UMC  $972  75.00%  $630  75.00% 75.00%
Nye Chapel UMC  $324  75.00%  $207  75.00% 75.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $948  100.00%  $612  100.00% 100.00%
Lawrenceville First UMC  $14,239  66.85%  $1,470  10.72% 44.86%
Lawrenceville Otterbein UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
May Chapel UMC  $396  75.00%  $252  75.00% 75.00%
Lawrenceville Zion UMC  $3,159  75.00%  $2,034  75.00% 75.00%
Billett UMC  $3,519  75.00%  $2,268  75.00% 75.00%
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC  $12,424  66.67%  $7,992  66.67% 66.67%
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC  $4,354  41.37%  $2,788  41.12% 41.27%
Adams Corner UMC  $927  75.00%  $594  75.00% 75.00%
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC  $3,105  75.00%  $1,998  75.00% 75.00%
Hopewell UMC  $513  75.00%  $324  75.00% 75.00%
Zion UMC  $1,638  75.00%  $1,053  75.00% 75.00%
Mount Vernon First UMC  $29,808  75.00%  $19,179  75.00% 75.00%
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC  $1,748  33.33%  $1,128  33.33% 33.33%
Irvington UMC  $2,178  75.00%  $1,404  75.00% 75.00%
Mt. Vernon W.Salem Trinity UMC  $10,704  66.67%  $6,888  66.67% 66.67%
Mt. Zion UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Brown’s Chapel UMC  $2,565  75.00%  $1,647  75.00% 75.00%
Noble UMC  $212  14.60%  $119  12.71% 13.86%
Olney First UMC  $17,288  66.67%  $11,128  66.67% 66.67%

Olney Immanuel UMC  $2,360  18.75%  $1,519  18.75% 18.75%
Olney Saint Paul UMC  $5,485  63.05%  $466  8.33% 41.64%
Parkersburg UMC  $972  75.00%  $621  75.00% 75.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $1,188  100.00%  $756  100.00% 100.00%
Little Wabash UMC  $900  75.00%  $576  75.00% 75.00%
Pinkstaff UMC  $2,088  75.00%  $1,341  75.00% 75.00%
Birds UMC  $309  25.00%  $198  25.00% 25.00%
Richview UMC  $3,108  100.00%  $2,004  100.00% 100.00%
Saint Francisville UMC  $2,322  75.00%  $1,494  75.00% 75.00%
Salem Grace UMC  $16,114  58.33%  $10,374  58.33% 58.33%
Salem Trinity UMC  $6,112  66.67%  $3,936  66.67% 66.67%
Iuka UMC  $2,169  75.00%  $1,395  75.00% 75.00%
Cubbage Chapel UMC  $405  75.00%  $261  75.00% 75.00%
Sandoval UMC  $4,356  75.00%  $2,808  75.00% 75.00%
Patoka UMC  $4,041  75.00%  $2,601  75.00% 75.00%
Boulder UMC  $1,260  75.00%  $810  75.00% 75.00%
Sumner UMC  $10,278  75.00%  $6,615  75.00% 75.00%
Clay City UMC  $4,203  75.00%  $2,709  75.00% 75.00%
Harmony UMC  $2,673  75.00%  $1,719  75.00% 75.00%
Bethel UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Union Chapel UMC  $828  75.00%  $531  75.00% 75.00%
Landes UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Vandalia First UMC  $20,088  75.00%  $12,924  75.00% 75.00%
Bethel UMC  $1,179  75.00%  $765  75.00% 75.00%
Cisne UMC  $1,260  75.00%  $810  75.00% 75.00%
Johnsonville UMC  $824  66.67%  $528  66.67% 66.67%
West Salem Zion UMC  $6,488  66.67%  $4,176  66.67% 66.67%
Xenia UMC  $2,961  75.00%  $1,908  75.00% 75.00%
total Kaskaskia River District  $344,796  64.30%  $211,263  61.21% 63.09%
     
Lamoine RiveR DiStRiCt
Paloma UMC  $837  75.00%  $540  75.00% 75.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $1,528  66.67%  $984  66.67% 66.67%
Beverly UMC  $700  83.33%  $450  83.33% 83.33%
Kingston UMC  $828  75.00%  $-  0 45.70%
Ashland UMC  $3,564  75.00%  $2,295  75.00% 75.00%
Peter Cartwright UMC  $3,218  30.54%  $2,090  30.83% 30.65%
Barry UMC  $3,736  66.67%  $2,400  66.67% 66.67%
Hull UMC  $4,338  75.00%  $2,790  75.00% 75.00%
New Canton UMC  $2,430  75.00%  $1,566  75.00% 75.00%
Pleasant Hill UMC  $1,242  75.00%  $801  75.00% 75.00%
Hamburg UMC  $333  75.00%  $216  75.00% 75.00%
Batchtown UMC  $594  75.00%  $387  75.00% 75.00%
Beardstown UMC  $8,232  58.33%  $5,299  58.33% 58.33%
Bethel UMC  $896  58.33%  $574  58.33% 58.33%
Kane UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Bluff Springs UMC  $1,080  75.00%  $693  75.00% 75.00%
Griggsville UMC  $3,204  75.00%  $2,061  75.00% 75.00%
New Salem UMC  $783  75.00%  $504  75.00% 75.00%
Detroit UMC  $1,464  100.00%  $948  100.00% 100.00%
Florence UMC  $207  75.00%  $135  75.00% 75.00%
Oxville UMC  $444  100.00%  $288  100.00% 100.00%
Perry UMC  $2,889  75.00%  $1,854  75.00% 75.00%
Baylis UMC  $378  75.00%  $243  75.00% 75.00%
Camp Point UMC  $6,390  75.00%  $4,113  75.00% 75.00%
Centennial Ebenezer UMC  $1,140  50.00%  $732  50.00% 50.00%
Carlinville UMC  $12,224  66.67%  $7,864  66.67% 66.67%
Carrollton UMC  $3,776  66.67%  $2,432  66.67% 66.67%
Christ UMC  $3,045  58.33%  $1,960  58.33% 58.33%
Carthage First UMC  $6,084  33.33%  $4,266  36.31% 34.50%
Astoria UMC  $2,628  75.00%  $1,692  75.00% 75.00%
Sheldon’s Grove UMC  $1,264  66.67%  $816  66.67% 66.67%
Browning UMC  $738  75.00%  $477  75.00% 75.00%
Sugar Grove UMC  $1,611  75.00%  $1,035  75.00% 75.00%
Concord UMC  $1,134  75.00%  $729  75.00% 75.00%
Arenzville UMC  $5,625  75.00%  $3,618  75.00% 75.00%
Doddsville UMC  $756  75.00%  $486  75.00% 75.00%
Bluffs UMC  $2,712  66.67%  $1,744  66.67% 66.67%
Naples UMC  $642  25.00%  $414  25.00% 25.00%
Grafton UMC  $2,544  100.00%  $1,632  100.00% 100.00%
Rosedale UMC  $1,712  66.67%  $1,104  66.67% 66.67%
Greenfield UMC  $4,216  66.67%  $2,712  66.67% 66.67%
Rock Bridge UMC  $732  25.00%  $471  25.00% 25.00%
Hamilton UMC  $3,879  75.00%  $2,493  75.00% 75.00%
Warsaw UMC  $3,870  75.00%  $2,493  75.00% 75.00%
Havana First UMC  $8,520  66.67%  $5,488  66.67% 66.67%
Industry UMC  $4,761  75.00%  $3,060  75.00% 75.00%
Vermont UMC  $1,215  41.67%  $785  41.67% 41.67%
Jacksonville Asbury UMC  $1,008  75.00%  $648  75.00% 75.00%
Lynnville UMC  $990  75.00%  $639  75.00% 75.00%
Jacksonville Centenary UMC  $5,112  33.33%  $4,110  41.67% 36.60%
Jacksonville Brooklyn UMC  $2,808  75.00%  $1,809  75.00% 75.00%
Jacksonville Grace UMC  $21,114  75.00%  $13,590  75.00% 75.00%
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC  $8,703  75.00%  $5,598  75.00% 75.00%
Jerseyville UMC  $24,380  83.33%  $14,121  75.00% 80.07%
Living Faith UMC  $7,680  66.67%  $4,944  66.67% 66.67%
Loraine UMC  $2,944  66.67%  $1,896  66.67% 66.67%
Manchester UMC  $1,458  75.00%  $945  75.00% 75.00%
Mount Sterling UMC  $5,451  60.17%  $3,113  53.38% 57.51%
Columbus UMC  $1,233  75.00%  $792  75.00% 75.00%
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Murrayville UMC  $8,946  75.00%  $5,751  75.00% 75.00%
New Hope UMC  $448  66.67%  $288  66.67% 66.67%
Palmyra UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Modesto UMC  $846  75.00%  $549  75.00% 75.00%
Payson UMC  $2,214  75.00%  $1,431  75.00% 75.00%
Plainville UMC  $1,962  75.00%  $1,260  75.00% 75.00%
Richfield UMC  $1,152  75.00%  $747  75.00% 75.00%
Pittsfield UMC  $13,960  71.81%  $9,387  75.00% 73.06%
Oakford UMC  $4,167  75.00%  $2,682  75.00% 75.00%
Bath UMC  $945  75.00%  $612  75.00% 75.00%
Fairview UMC  $1,107  75.00%  $711  75.00% 75.00%
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC  $10,089  75.00%  $6,498  75.00% 75.00%
Quincy Union UMC  $9,123  55.90%  $4,380  41.67% 50.32%
Quincy Vermont Street UMC  $26,955  75.00%  $17,352  75.00% 75.00%
Rural UMC  $2,124  100.00%  $1,368  100.00% 100.00%
Rushville First UMC  $13,707  75.00%  $8,820  75.00% 75.00%
Virden First UMC  $4,568  66.67%  $2,944  66.67% 66.67%
Girard UMC  $4,266  75.00%  $2,745  75.00% 75.00%
Virginia UMC  $8,896  66.67%  $5,728  66.67% 66.67%
Waverly UMC  $6,795  75.00%  $4,374  75.00% 75.00%
Franklin UMC  $2,080  66.67%  $1,344  66.67% 66.67%
Durbin UMC  $1,962  75.00%  $1,269  75.00% 75.00%
Brooklyn UMC  $729  75.00%  $468  75.00% 75.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $738  75.00%  $477  75.00% 75.00%
Houston UMC  $1,008  75.00%  $648  75.00% 75.00%
Littleton UMC  $1,242  75.00%  $801  75.00% 75.00%
Clayton Federated UMC  $2,304  75.00%  $1,485  75.00% 75.00%
Camden UMC  $1,584  75.00%  $1,017  75.00% 75.00%
Elm Grove UMC  $927  75.00%  $594  75.00% 75.00%
Winchester UMC  $7,879  80.37%  $6,312  100.00% 88.06%
total Lamoine River District  $349,747  67.78%  $223,981  67.43% 67.64%
     
miSSiSSippi RiveR DiStRiCt
Alton Grace UMC  $1,281  58.33%  $826  58.33% 58.33%
Hartford UMC  $1,782  75.00%  $1,143  75.00% 75.00%
Elsah UMC  $1,431  75.00%  $918  75.00% 75.00%
Alton Main Street UMC  $8,194  16.67%  $5,274  16.67% 16.67%
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC  $73,112  66.67%  $-  0.00% 40.56%
Belleville Signal Hill UMC  $9,036  75.00%  $5,814  75.00% 75.00%
Belleville Union UMC  $10,972  36.68%  $7,420  38.53% 37.40%
New Athens UMC  $1,134  75.00%  $729  75.00% 75.00%
Bethalto UMC  $8,434  43.90%  $4,321  34.92% 40.38%
Brighton Saint Paul UMC  $5,616  75.00%  $3,618  75.00% 75.00%
Bunker Hill UMC  $1,386  75.00%  $891  75.00% 75.00%
Cahokia Park UMC  $4,583  67.95%  $2,930  67.64% 67.83%
Carlyle UMC  $5,555  41.67%  $3,575  41.67% 41.67%
Huey UMC  $342  75.00%  $216  75.00% 75.00%
Beckemeyer UMC  $648  66.67%  $416  66.67% 66.67%
Caseyville UMC  $7,100  68.56%  $-  0.00% 41.70%
Chester UMC  $3,909  80.63%  $2,067  66.25% 75.00%
Collinsville First UMC  $10,692  75.00%  $6,885  75.00% 75.00%
Columbia Bethany UMC  $13,455  75.00%  $8,658  75.00% 75.00%
Coulterville UMC  $4,779  75.00%  $3,078  75.00% 75.00%
Tilden UMC  $1,782  75.00%  $1,152  75.00% 75.00%
East Alton First UMC  $10,640  58.33%  $6,846  58.33% 58.33%
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC  $7,060  47.03%  $4,025  41.67% 44.93%
Edwardsville Saint John’s UMC  $21,069  75.00%  $13,554  75.00% 75.00%
Ellis Grove UMC  $1,044  75.00%  $666  75.00% 75.00%
New Palestine UMC  $1,359  75.00%  $873  75.00% 75.00%
Preston UMC  $378  75.00%  $243  75.00% 75.00%
Fairview Heights Christ UMC  $29,352  33.33%  $18,892  33.33% 33.33%
Fairview Heights Prospect Park UMC  $1,344  66.67%  $864  66.67% 66.67%
Gillespie First UMC  $5,089  58.33%  $3,276  58.33% 58.33%
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC  $11,606  58.33%  $7,469  58.33% 58.33%
Godfrey UMC  $14,296  66.67%  $9,200  66.67% 66.67%
Granite City Dewey Ave. UMC  $2,403  75.00%  $1,548  75.00% 75.00%
Granite City Good Shepherd UMC  $2,376  75.00%  $1,530  75.00% 75.00%
Granite City Nameoki UMC  $10,792  66.67%  $6,944  66.67% 66.67%
Granite City Niedringhaus UMC  $2,659  14.99%  $1,712  15.00% 15.00%
Granite City Trinity UMC  $3,321  75.00%  $2,133  75.00% 75.00%
Greenville First UMC  $8,992  66.67%  $5,784  66.67% 66.67%
Highland Hope UMC  $13,256  66.67%  $8,528  66.67% 66.67%
Keyesport UMC  $900  75.00%  $585  75.00% 75.00%
Lebanon First UMC  $10,648  66.67%  $6,856  66.67% 66.67%
Litchfield Saint Timothy UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Marissa UMC  $3,655  54.20%  $2,362  54.52% 54.32%
Maryville Saint Luke’s UMC  $11,295  75.00%  $7,272  75.00% 75.00%
Mascoutah Bethel UMC  $6,527  71.47%  $4,628  78.71% 74.31%
Medora UMC  $1,143  75.00%  $738  75.00% 75.00%
Piasa UMC  $1,494  75.00%  $963  75.00% 75.00%
Mount Olive UMC  $2,360  66.67%  $1,520  66.67% 66.67%
Sorento UMC  $738  75.00%  $477  75.00% 75.00%
Mulberry Grove UMC  $1,638  75.00%  $1,053  75.00% 75.00%
Pleasant Mound UMC  $783  75.00%  $501  74.55% 74.83%
Nashville Grace UMC  $18,488  66.67%  $11,896  66.67% 66.67%
New Baden UMC  $4,193  64.59%  $2,680  64.18% 64.43%
O’Fallon First UMC  $34,032  66.67%  $21,904  66.67% 66.67%
Okawville UMC  $2,016  75.00%  $1,296  75.00% 75.00%
Pocahontas UMC  $4,995  75.00%  $3,213  75.00% 75.00%
Panama UMC  $2,352  66.67%  $1,512  66.67% 66.67%

Rosewood Heights St.Paul UMC  $14,752  66.67%  $9,496  66.67% 66.67%
Saint Jacob UMC  $1,032  25.00%  $663  25.00% 25.00%
Shiloh UMC  $17,847  30.53%  $17,846  47.44% 37.15%
Shipman UMC  $3,210  83.33%  $2,070  83.33% 83.33%
Dorchester UMC  $696  100.00%  $444  100.00% 100.00%
Sparta First UMC  $12,200  66.67%  $7,856  66.67% 66.67%
Staunton UMC  $1,666  60.10%  $856  47.87% 55.31%
Steeleville UMC  $305  18.83%  $195  18.68% 18.77%
Percy UMC  $2,412  75.00%  $1,557  75.00% 75.00%
Trenton First UMC  $9,600  66.67%  $6,176  66.67% 66.67%
Trinity East Saint Louis UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Troy UMC  $18,624  50.00%  $11,988  50.00% 50.00%
Worden UMC  $1,760  83.33%  $1,130  83.33% 83.33%
Wanda UMC  $7,389  75.00%  $4,761  75.00% 75.00%
Wood River First UMC  $5,778  75.00%  $3,717  75.00% 75.00%
Benld UMC  $3,006  75.00%  $1,935  75.00% 75.00%
total mississippi River District  $529,793  54.66%  $294,164  47.15% 51.72%
     
SanGamon RiveR DiStRiCt
Argenta UMC  $4,046  77.16%  $2,602  77.16% 77.16%
Warrensburg UMC  $3,285  75.00%  $2,115  75.00% 75.00%
Assumption UMC  $2,934  75.00%  $1,890  75.00% 75.00%
Findlay UMC  $3,843  75.00%  $2,475  75.00% 75.00%
Athens UMC  $7,020  75.00%  $4,518  75.00% 75.00%
Cantrall UMC  $3,024  75.00%  $1,944  75.00% 75.00%
Auburn UMC  $9,540  75.00%  $6,138  75.00% 75.00%
Bethany UMC  $1,686  50.00%  $1,086  50.00% 50.00%
Sanner Chapel UMC  $1,995  58.33%  $1,281  58.33% 58.33%
Bethel UMC  $2,034  75.00%  $1,305  75.00% 75.00%
Bissell UMC  $1,692  75.00%  $1,089  75.00% 75.00%
Blue Mound UMC  $4,640  66.67%  $2,614  58.24% 63.36%
Buckeye UMC  $3,000  83.33%  $1,930  83.33% 83.33%
Owaneco UMC  $2,754  75.00%  $1,773  75.00% 75.00%
Chatham UMC  $22,272  100.00%  $14,328  100.00% 100.00%
Cisco UMC  $4,512  66.67%  $2,904  66.67% 66.67%
Clinton UMC  $13,811  58.33%  $8,890  58.33% 58.33%
Decatur Central UMC  $456  5.68%  $294  5.68% 5.68%
Decatur South Shores UMC  $377  8.33%  $243  8.33% 8.33%
Decatur Christ UMC  $6,034  58.33%  $3,885  58.33% 58.33%
Decatur First UMC  $25,758  75.00%  $16,578  75.00% 75.00%
Decatur Grace UMC  $35,472  66.67%  $22,824  66.67% 66.67%
Decatur Wesley UMC  $1,668  50.00%  $1,074  50.00% 50.00%
Garver Brick UMC  $1,809  75.00%  $1,161  75.00% 75.00%
Divernon UMC  $3,496  66.67  $2,248  66.67 66.67%
Farmersville UMC  $738  75.00%  $477  75.00% 75.00%
Midland UMC  $2,296  58.33%  $1,477  58.33% 58.33%
Easton UMC  $2,655  75.00%  $1,710  75.00% 75.00%
Edinburg UMC  $4,518  75.00%  $2,907  75.00% 75.00%
Stonington UMC  $4,248  75.00%  $2,736  75.00% 75.00%
Elwin UMC  $7,866  75.00%  $5,067  75.00% 75.00%
Forsyth UMC  $9,936  75.00%  $6,399  75.00% 75.00%
Fountain of Life UMC  $2,340  50.00%  $1,506  50.00% 50.00%
Island Grove UMC  $1,953  75.00%  $1,260  75.00% 75.00%
Loami UMC  $1,512  66.67%  $968  66.67% 66.67%
Kenney UMC  $675  75.00%  $432  75.00% 75.00%
Lincoln First UMC  $19,980  75.00%  $4,287  25.00% 55.42%
Beason UMC  $1,100  83.33%  $710  83.33% 83.33%
Elkhart UMC  $1,152  75.00%  $738  75.00% 75.00%
Hartsburg UMC  $1,755  75.00%  $1,134  75.00% 75.00%
New Holland UMC  $2,016  75.00%  $1,296  75.00% 75.00%
Long Creek UMC  $3,512  66.67%  $2,256  66.67% 66.67%
Dalton City UMC  $2,160  75.00%  $1,395  75.00% 75.00%
Macon UMC  $3,900  41.67%  $2,510  41.67% 41.67%
Maroa UMC  $7,736  66.67%  $4,976  66.67% 66.67%
Mason City UMC  $7,533  75.00%  $4,851  75.00% 75.00%
San Jose UMC  $3,618  50.00%  $2,328  50.00% 50.00%
Middletown UMC  $1,179  75.00%  $756  75.00% 75.00%
Monticello UMC  $24,093  75.00%  $15,507  75.00% 75.00%
Morrisonville UMC  $4,590  75.00%  $2,952  75.00% 75.00%
Mount Auburn UMC  $1,784  66.67%  $1,152  66.67% 66.67%
Mount Pulaski First UMC  $2,072  33.33%  $1,332  33.33% 33.33%
Chestnut UMC  $1,476  75.00%  $954  75.00% 75.00%
Latham UMC  $1,926  75.00%  $1,233  75.00% 75.00%
Mount Zion UMC  $1,623  10.22%  $1,151  11.27% 10.63%
Moweaqua UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
New Salem UMC  $1,980  75.00%  $1,269  75.00% 75.00%
Niantic UMC  $3,268  57.45%  $1,743  47.62% 53.61%
Illiopolis UMC  $2,415  58.33%  $1,394  52.34% 55.99%
Cerro Gordo UMC  $8,232  66.67%  $5,304  66.67% 66.67%
Lovington UMC  $4,140  75.00%  $2,664  75.00% 75.00%
Hammond UMC  $2,070  41.67%  $1,335  41.67% 41.67%
LaPlace UMC  $2,160  75.00%  $1,395  75.00% 75.00%
Pana UMC  $3,368  22.24%  $2,108  21.63% 22.00%
Pawnee UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Petersburg UMC  $1,661  13.56%  $1,297  16.45% 14.60%
Raymond Com. Of Faith UMC  $5,616  75.00%  $3,618  75.00% 75.00%
Riverton First UMC  $2,700  33.33%  $1,736  33.33% 33.33%
Rochester UMC  $18,296  66.67%  $11,776  66.67% 66.67%
Sharon UMC  $6,714  75.00%  $4,320  75.00% 75.00%
Sherman UMC  $15,952  66.67%  $10,264  66.67% 66.67%
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South Fork UMC  $4,014  75.00%  $2,583  75.00% 75.00%
Fairview UMC  $1,278  75.00%  $819  75.00% 75.00%
Springfield Asbury UMC  $3,870  75.00%  $2,493  75.00% 75.00%
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC  $15,156  75.00%  $9,756  75.00% 75.00%
Springfield First UMC  $125,136  75.00%  $80,541  75.00% 75.00%
Springfield Grace UMC  $1,608  16.44%  $877  13.91% 15.45%
Springfield Kumler UMC  $8,451  75.00%  $5,436  75.00% 75.00%
Springfield Jerome UMC  $3,870  75.00%  $2,493  75.00% 75.00%
Springfield Laurel UMC  $38,214  75.00%  $24,588  75.00% 75.00%
Springfield Northside UMC  $315  2.65%  $315  4.11% 3.22%
Springfield Woodside UMC  $9,736  66.67%  $6,264  66.67% 66.67%
Sugar Creek UMC  $19,704  66.67%  $12,680  66.67% 66.67%
Taylorville UMC  $20,196  75.00%  $12,996  75.00% 75.00%
Thayer UMC  $2,304  75.00%  $1,485  75.00% 75.00%
Williamsville UMC  $4,662  75.00%  $2,997  75.00% 75.00%
Zion Chapel UMC  $5,856  66.67%  $3,768  66.67% 66.67%
total Sangamon River District  $642,042  64.50%  $403,959  63.06% 64.94%
     
Spoon RiveR DiStRiCt
Abingdon UMC  $8,073  75.00%  $5,193  75.00% 75.00%
Aledo UMC  $1,080  6.46%  $70  0.65% 4.18%
Alpha UMC  $5,787  75.00%  $3,726  75.00% 75.00%
Altona UMC  $3,663  75.00%  $2,358  75.00% 75.00%
Oneida UMC  $1,992  50.00%  $1,284  50.00% 50.00%
Blandinsville UMC  $1,953  75.00%  $1,260  75.00% 75.00%
Burnside UMC  $1,992  100.00%  $918  71.50% 88.83%
Bushnell UMC  $5,112  75.00%  $3,294  75.00% 75.00%
Avon UMC  $2,745  75.00%  $1,764  75.00% 75.00%
New Philadelphia UMC  $396  75.00%  $252  75.00% 75.00%
Point Pleasant UMC  $729  75.00%  $468  75.00% 75.00%
Cambridge UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Colchester UMC  $5,432  66.67%  $3,496  66.67% 66.67%
Colona UMC  $8,559  75.00%  $5,508  75.00% 75.00%
Colusa UMC  $1,638  75.00%  $1,053  75.00% 75.00%
East Moline Christ UMC  $24,633  75.00%  $15,849  75.00% 75.00%
Elmwood UMC  $9,063  83.27%  $6,156  87.84% 85.06%
Fairview Center UMC  $5,670  75.00%  $3,654  75.00% 75.00%
Galesburg First UMC  $20,574  50.00%  $13,242  50.00% 50.00%
Galva Grace UMC  $1,584  66.67%  $1,016  66.67% 66.67%
Geneseo First UMC  $27,693  75.00%  $17,829  75.00% 75.00%
Geneseo Grace UMC  $21,636  75.00%  $13,923  75.00% 75.00%
Annawan Community UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Fairview UMC  $3,276  75.00%  $2,106  75.00% 75.00%
Hooppole Zion UMC  $2,646  75.00%  $1,701  75.00% 75.00%
Henderson UMC  $976  66.67%  $624  66.67% 66.67%
North Henderson UMC  $1,521  75.00%  $981  75.00% 75.00%
Hills Grove UMC  $944  66.67%  $608  66.67% 66.67%
Hillsdale UMC  $2,601  75.00%  $1,674  75.00% 75.00%
Illinois City UMC  $3,177  75.00%  $2,043  75.00% 75.00%
Pine Bluff UMC  $738  75.00%  $477  75.00% 75.00%
Kirkwood UMC  $3,496  66.67%  $2,248  66.67% 66.67%
Smithshire UMC  $945  75.00%  $612  75.00% 75.00%
Knoxville UMC  $2,280  15.68%  $1,415  15.12% 15.46%
Galesburg Faith UMC  $2,602  35.84%  $1,301  27.80% 32.69%
Galesburg Emmanuel UMC  $1,195  16.21%  $1,195  25.20% 19.73%
LaHarpe UMC  $2,646  75.00%  $1,701  75.00% 75.00%
Durham UMC  $1,611  75.00%  $1,035  75.00% 75.00%
Terre Haute UMC  $2,700  75.00%  $1,737  75.00% 75.00%
Good Hope UMC  $4,168  66.67%  $2,688  66.67% 66.67%
Jerusalem UMC  $2,666  75.06%  $1,710  75.00% 75.03%
Loraine UMC  $6,777  75.00%  $4,356  75.00% 75.00%
Macomb Wesley UMC  $32,310  75.00%  $20,799  75.00% 75.00%
Maquon UMC  $3,600  75.00%  $2,322  75.00% 75.00%
Douglas UMC  $1,836  75.00%  $1,179  75.00% 75.00%
Orange Chapel UMC  $1,248  66.67%  $800  66.67% 66.67%
Milan Trinity UMC  $5,390  58.33%  $3,472  58.33% 58.33%
Green River UMC  $1,026  75.00%  $657  75.00% 75.00%
Mineral UMC  $1,500  100.00%  $960  100.00% 100.00%
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC  $12,195  75.00%  $7,848  75.00% 75.00%
Moline Riverside UMC  $32,022  75.00%  $20,610  75.00% 75.00%
Monmouth First UMC  $14,085  75.00%  $9,063  75.00% 75.00%
Nauvoo UMC  $2,358  75.00%  $1,521  75.00% 75.00%
Galva First UMC  $7,440  66.67%  $4,792  66.67% 66.67%
Bishop Hill UMC  $1,242  75.00%  $801  75.00% 75.00%
Oquawka UMC  $1,575  75.00%  $1,017  75.00% 75.00%
Gladstone UMC  $570  83.33%  $360  83.33% 83.33%
Biggsville UMC  $759  91.67%  $495  91.67% 91.67%
Orion UMC  $11,493  75.00%  $7,398  75.00% 75.00%
Reynolds UMC  $5,463  75.00%  $3,519  75.00% 75.00%
Taylor Ridge UMC  $1,539  75.00%  $990  75.00% 75.00%
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC  $20,529  75.00%  $13,212  75.00% 75.00%
Roseville UMC  $5,656  66.67%  $3,640  66.67% 66.67%
Swan Creek UMC  $1,144  66.67%  $736  66.67% 66.67%
Silvis UMC  $4,806  75.00%  $3,096  75.00% 75.00%
Stronghurst UMC  $2,225  41.67%  $1,430  41.67% 41.67%
Carman UMC  $2,673  75.00%  $1,719  75.00% 75.00%
Carbon Cliff UMC  $1,926  75.00%  $1,242  75.00% 75.00%
Church of the Cross UMC  $2,529  75.00%  $1,629  75.00% 75.00%
East Moline Grace UMC  $1,494  75.00%  $963  75.00% 75.00%
Fairfield UMC  $1,557  75.00%  $998  74.92% 74.97%
Hampton UMC  $2,565  75.00%  $1,647  75.00% 75.00%

Port Byron First UMC  $6,426  75.00%  $4,131  75.00% 75.00%
Victoria UMC  $3,699  75.00%  $2,385  75.00% 75.00%
Maxey Chapel UMC  $2,421  75.00%  $1,557  75.00% 75.00%
Viola UMC  $3,951  75.00%  $2,547  75.00% 75.00%
Preemption UMC  $4,752  75.00%  $3,060  75.00% 75.00%
Walnut Grove UMC  $3,780  75.00%  $2,439  75.00% 75.00%
Joy UMC  $1,630  41.67%  $1,050  41.67% 41.67%
Eliza UMC  $1,917  75.00%  $-  0.00% 75.00%
New Boston UMC  $639  25.00%  $411  25.00% 25.00%
Williamsfield UMC  $3,368  66.67%  $2,168  66.67% 66.67%
Dahinda UMC  $4,932  100.00%  $3,180  100.00% 100.00%
total Spoon River District  $429,239  66.23%  $274,368  66.04% 66.16%
     
veRmiLion RiveR DiStRiCt
Atlanta UMC  $5,328  75.00%  $3,429  75.00% 75.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $3,249  75.00%  $2,097  75.00% 75.00%
Bloomington Grace UMC  $3,388  28.15%  $-  0.00% 17.12%
Bloomington Park UMC  $2,434  17.46%  $1,566  17.46% 17.45%
Bloomington West Olive Faith UMC  $3,000  75.53%  $2,000  75.53% 76.59%
Bloomington Wesley UMC  $63,144  75.00%  $40,644  75.00% 75.00%
Bonfield First UMC  $1,392  66.67%  $896  66.67% 66.67%
Bonfield Evangelical UMC  $4,380  100.00%  $2,820  100.00% 100.00%
Grand Prairie UMC  $2,763  75.00%  $1,782  75.00% 75.00%
Bourbonnais Grace UMC  $7,175  58.33%  $4,620  58.33% 58.33%
Braceville UMC  $2,862  75.00%  $1,845  75.00% 75.00%
Bradley Wesley UMC  $9,657  75.00%  $6,210  75.00% 75.00%
Chatsworth UMC  $6,828  100.00%  $4,392  100.00% 100.00%
Forrest UMC  $5,121  75.00%  $3,294  75.00% 75.00%
Chenoa UMC  $3,336  50.00%  $2,148  50.00% 50.00%
Coal City UMC  $13,240  66.67%  $8,520  66.67% 66.67%
Colfax UMC  $8,112  100.00%  $1,740  33.33% 73.90%
Cornell Blackstone UMC  $2,520  75.00%  $1,620  75.00% 75.00%
Cropsey UMC  $2,871  75.00%  $1,845  75.00% 75.00%
Saybrook Wesbein UMC  $3,222  75.00%  $2,079  75.00% 75.00%
Downs UMC  $8,019  75.00%  $5,157  75.00% 75.00%
Dwight UMC  $17,244  75.00%  $11,097  75.00% 75.00%
Ellsworth UMC  $3,618  75.00%  $2,331  75.00% 75.00%
El Paso UMC  $5,720  83.33%  $3,680  83.33% 83.33%
Essex UMC  $819  75.00%  $531  75.00% 75.00%
Fairbury UMC  $9,352  66.67%  $6,016  66.67% 66.67%
Flanagan UMC  $1,314  75.00%  $846  75.00% 75.00%
Herscher UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Heyworth UMC  $5,515  41.67%  $3,550  41.67% 41.67%
Hudson UMC  $4,074  58.33%  $2,625  58.33% 58.33%
Kankakee Asbury UMC  $18,529  58.33%  $11,921  58.33% 58.33%
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC  $2,460  16.67%  $1,584  16.67% 16.67%
Kankakee Trinity UMC  $6,255  75.00%  $4,032  75.00% 75.00%
Aroma Park UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Bradley Evangelical UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
LeRoy UMC  $15,498  75.00%  $9,972  75.00% 75.00%
Lexington First UMC  $12,321  75.00%  $7,929  75.00% 75.00%
Manteno UMC  $10,548  75.00%  $6,795  75.00% 75.00%
McDowell UMC  $4,068  100.00%  $2,616  100.00% 100.00%
McLean UMC  $2,046  25.00%  $1,317  25.00% 25.00%
Waynesville UMC  $6,012  75.00%  $3,870  75.00% 75.00%
Momence UMC  $6,912  66.67%  $4,448  66.67% 66.67%
Grant Park UMC  $1,521  75.00%  $981  75.00% 75.00%
Hennepin UMC  $2,819  50.74%  $1,833  51.27% 50.95%
Magnolia UMC  $1,008  75.00%  $648  75.00% 75.00%
McNabb UMC  $1,116  75.00%  $720  75.00% 75.00%
Normal Calvary UMC  $55,602  75.00%  $35,784  75.00% 75.00%
Normal First UMC  $46,863  75.00%  $30,159  75.00% 75.00%
Normal Morningstar UMC  $1,093  9.98%  $677  9.61% 9.83%
Odell UMC  $-  0.00%  $-  0.00% 0.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $3,060  75.00%  $1,971  75.00% 75.00%
Pontiac First UMC  $26,145  75.00%  $16,830  75.00% 75.00%
Ransom UMC  $3,069  75.00%  $1,971  75.00% 75.00%
Reddick UMC  $4,644  75.00%  $2,988  75.00% 75.00%
South Wilmington UMC  $846  75.00%  $549  75.00% 75.00%
Ritchey UMC  $528  100.00%  $336  100.00% 100.00%
Roanoke UMC  $5,427  75.00%  $3,492  75.00% 75.00%
Secor UMC  $1,989  75.00%  $1,278  75.00% 75.00%
Saunemin UMC  $4,016  66.67%  $2,584  66.67% 66.67%
Cabery UMC  $1,611  75.00%  $1,035  75.00% 75.00%
Cullom UMC  $2,313  75.00%  $1,494  75.00% 75.00%
Kempton UMC  $1,665  75.00%  $1,071  75.00% 75.00%
Streator First UMC  $4,221  30.59%  $1,973  22.22% 27.31%
Grand Ridge UMC  $2,919  58.33%  $1,883  58.33% 58.33%
Long Point UMC  $1,584  75.00%  $1,017  75.00% 75.00%
Tonica UMC  $4,548  50.00%  $4,392  75.00% 59.79%
Lostant UMC  $2,112  91.67%  $1,364  91.67% 91.67%
Richland UMC  $639  75.00%  $405  75.00% 75.00%
Minonk UMC  $2,115  75.00%  $1,359  75.00% 75.00%
Wenona Saint John’s UMC  $1,746  75.00%  $1,125  75.00% 75.00%
Verona UMC  $1,620  75.00%  $1,044  75.00% 75.00%
Mazon UMC  $1,314  75.00%  $846  75.00% 75.00%
total vermilion River District  $482,499  64.96%  $305,673  63.94% 64.56%

ConFeRenCe totaLS  $4,590,250  63.52%  $2,901,530  62.40% 63.08%
     

District/Church CS/A % Paid B/CM % Paid    Apportionment Total Paid District/Church CS/A % Paid B/CM % Paid    Apportionment Total Paid
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Apportionments as of September 30, 2010

CS & Adm. -- Clergy Support and Administration; WS & Conf. Ben. -- World Service & Conference Benevolences
To be “on track” for paying apportionments in full, 75 percent should have been paid by September 30.



Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
(GBHEM) seeks a passionate, creative, 
adaptable leader to serve as the CEO of 
the worldwide agency of educational, 
institutional, and ministerial leadership 
of the United Methodist Church. The $39 
million agency is located in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and employs approximately 65 
full-time employees. Minimum require-
ments include a masters degree in a field 
related to the agency’s work and active 

involvement as a United Methodist. The 
position is elected by the GBHEM Board 
with an expected hiring range of $135,000 
to 145,000. Download the profile at http://
thenovakconsultinggroup.com/services/
executive-search/apply-for-open-posi-
tions. Applications, including cover let-
ter, resume, salary history & references, to 
Catherine Tuck Parrish at The Novak Con-
sulting Group at apply@thenovakconsult-
inggroup.com. Open until filled. Resumes 
will be reviewed on 11/12/10. EOE

Part time Youth Leader for the As-
bury UMC wanted. Send resume to 196 S 
Harrison Ave. Kankakee IL 60901
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Christian Conversation

Former members of Congress seek civility, cooperation
Editor’s note: Former Members of Congress for Common Ground is comprised of Republicans and Democrats who have enjoyed 

the privilege of serving in the Congress of the United States and benefited from working with each other over the years. The group of 
130 former members have organized informally with the hope that their shared experience may be informative and encouraging to 
those men and women who are candidates for the House and Senate in November – suggesting that political parties and partisanship 
play a measured but not dominant role in their lives as Members of Congress. Former Members of Congress for Common Ground 
joined in sending the following letter to all congressional candidates with understanding and respect for the inevitable passion that 
affects their campaigns for and eventual service in office, but asking that they be mindful once elected of the different personal dynam-
ics needed to work together in addressing – and, they pray, meeting – the great challenges facing our Nation. For a complete list of 
signators, visit www.fmocforcommonground.org

Dear Candidate for Congress: 
We are all former Members of Con-

gress - and all partisans. We do not recoil 
from the term, or from the concept of par-
tisanship.

Although political parties were not 
mentioned in the Constitution or consid-
ered directly by the Framers, they have 
been a core part of American democracy 
from the beginning and are central to ev-
ery democracy. Parties are the way we or-
ganize to debate our differences; the way 
we organize Congress to do its work; the 
way we organize to offer citizens choices 
in elections. They pave the way for the or-
derly and peaceful transfer of power.

None of us shrank from partisan de-
bates while in Congress or from the parti-
san contests getting there. During our time 
in Congress, partisans on the other side 
may have been our opponents on some 
bills and our adversaries on some issues. 
They were not, however, the enemy.

We often had heated debates over poli-
cy, but we avoided challenging the motives 
or good will of those on the other side. At 
least as often as debates formed on partisan 
lines, we found ourselves with allies from 
the other side of the aisle, aligned against 
some similarly diverse and bipartisan group 
who viewed things in a different way. An 
adversary one day could and did easily be-
come an ally the next. All of us shared an 
overriding concern in common: we were in 
office to solve the problems facing Ameri-
cans at home and America abroad.

Today, the problems we face as a nation 
– challenges to our position in the global 
economy, challenges to our role defending 
democracy around the world, challenges 
from terrorists seeking to do us great harm, 
challenges of a faltering economy, chal-
lenges in education, energy, immigration, 
climate, health and countless other areas - 

are as great as any this country has faced in 
our lifetimes.

Sadly, faced with those challenges, our 
political system has not shown itself to be 
up to the task.

Congress appears gripped by zero-sum 
game partisanship. The goal often seems 
to be more to devastate the other side (the 
enemy, no longer the honorable adversary) 
than to find common ground to solve prob-
lems, much less to have a spirited but civil 
debate about how to do so.

The divisive and mean-spirited way 
debate often occurs inside Congress is en-
couraged and repeated outside: on cable 
news shows, in blogs and in rallies. Mem-
bers who far exceed the bounds of normal 
and respectful discourse are not viewed 
with shame but are lionized, treated as ce-
lebrities, rewarded with cable television 
appearances, and enlisted as magnets for 
campaign fund-raisers.

Meanwhile, lawmakers who try to ad-
dress problems and find workable solutions 
across party lines find themselves denigrat-
ed by an angry fringe of partisans, people 
unhappy that their representatives would 
even deign to work with the enemy. When 
bipartisan ideas are advanced, they are met 
by partisan derision.

In a politically diverse but ultimately 
centrist nation, it is axiomatic that the 
country’s major problems are going to have 
to be solved through compromises worked 
out between the parties. That’s especially 
the case for the problems that require 
tough solutions - like convincing taxpay-
ers to endure some short-term pain for the 
promise of long-term fiscal stability. That 
will require partisans on both sides to give 
ground on some of their cherished beliefs, 
to lose some traction on a “wedge issue” 
that can be used in campaigns against the 
other side, in order to find the broad coali-

tion necessary to make a policy work.
Both parties share in the blame for this 

sorry state of affairs. Still, without action 
by both parties to work together to address 
the problems that face our country through 
serious, respectful and civil discussion and 
debate, the prognosis for our politics - and 
with it our economic health and our secu-
rity - is grim.

As partisan veterans, we join togeth-
er to advocate a change in approach - a 
change in rhetoric and tone that can lead to 
a focus on problem-solving. This needs to 
begin now, especially as we head into the 
heat of the 2010 campaign.

We are wary of campaign promises 
that are not always within a candidate’s 
ability to deliver. But, we know there is 
one on which each candidate and eventual 
Member of the 112th Congress can make 
good for the institution and for the Nation: 
to conduct campaigns for Congress with 
decency and respect toward opponents, to 
be truthful in presenting information about 
self and opponents, to engage in good faith 
debate about the issues and each other’s re-
cord, to refrain from personal attack, and 
if elected, to behave in office according 
to these same principles, recognizing that 
all Members endeavor honorably to serve 
the Nation and their constituents and to 
advance honestly held beliefs about what 
is best for the country, and that all must 
eventually reconcile their differences in the 
national interest.

Sincerely, 
Former Members of Congress for 

Common Ground
Illinois signators included: 
The Hon. Bob Michel 
The Hon. Ab Mikva
The Hon. David D. Phelps 
The Hon. Tom Railsback
The Hon. Marty Russo

Hamilton article 
‘well-written’

Editor, The Current:
The article, When Christians 

Get it Wrong: How to repair the 
damage done by Christians acting 
unChristianly (Sept. 2010 issue) is the 
best article that I have ever read in The 
Current. 

For those of us who don’t profess to 
be Theists it is very kind. He seems to 
be a progressive minister and I wish 
there were more in the United Method-
ist Church. I feel too many are slipping 
back to fundamentalism and taking the 
Bible literally.

Carol Stevens
Springfield, Ill.

Enjoys The Current
Editor, The Current:
I was perusing the September issue 

of The Current when it struck me what 
a well-published newspaper it is. It is 
well-written with articles of a broad 
base of interests. 

It has an easy-to-read format. The 
photography is excellent. The layout 
makes sense and is pleasing. 

Your staff should be rightfully proud.
David L. Stevens
Springfield, Ill.

Churches helping people
(Editor’s note: This letter was sent to 

Rev. Ray Long, pastor of Marion First 
UMC recently)

Dear Pastor Long:
When I asked for help, you really 

sent me two angels. I was concerned 
because my family and friends thought 
I shouldn’t make such a long bus travel 
by myself. I wanted to spend my 81st 
birthday with my son Gary. He needed 
me and I needed him. 

With your help, God certainly 
answered my prayers. Lee and Diane 
Doughty were so wonderful to me and 
helped me in so many ways I can’t tell 
you how good they made me feel and 
got me through what could have been 
a sad day for me with joy and celebra-
tion. Your church is certainly a Meth-
odist Church where people help people. 
Marion is a nice town and wonderful 
First United Methodist Church. What 
a caring Pastor Ray, and what a lovely 
couple the Doughty family are. I also 
want to thank the efficient church sec-
retary; she made me feel welcome, too. 

Here in Meadowbrook, we call you, 
“as showing radical hospitality “

Prayers and Blessings,
Naomi Doss
Meadowbrook, Ill.

B
riefs

Positions
Continued from page 2 Correction

In the story, The World Doesn’t Re-
volve Around Me, that was published 
in the October issue of The Current, 
Rev. Kelly Cox was pictured in a 
photo with Wealah District Superin-
tendent Paye Mondolo and his wife.

Cox’s church was misidentified in 
the cutline. Cox is the pastor of Deca-
tur Christ UMC. 



By Paul Black

Bishop Scott 
Jones, resident 
bishop of the Kan-
sas Area, will be the 
keynote speaker for 
Covenant Keepers 
2011, to be held Feb. 
28-March 1, at the 
Pere Marquette Ho-
tel in Peoria.

Australian native 
and Dove Award-winning artist Grant 
Norsworthy will lead the worship. 

The theme of the two-day gathering 
will be The Evangelistic Love of God 
and Neighbor: Growing Evangelistically 
Effective Congregations. Online regis-
tration is now open at: www.igrc.org/
CK2011.

During the gathering, Shane Bishop, 
pastor of Fairview Heights Christ UMC 
and the 2010 Distinguished Evangelist of 
the Foundation for Evangelism and Nor-
sworthy will lead a presentation on Wor-
ship as Evangelism.

“I have every hope and expectation 
that this time together will challenge, in-
spire and equip us to engage the evange-
listic mission of the church with passion, 
joy and savvy,” said Bishop Gregory 
V. Palmer, in announcing the Covenant 
Keepers platform for 2011.

Jones  is a graduate of the University 
of Kansas (B.A. in Philosophy, with high-
est honors and departmental honors, Phi 
Beta Kappa), and Perkins School of The-
ology of Southern Methodist University 
(Master of Theology, with high honors).  
In May 1992, he received a Ph.D. in Re-
ligious Studies from Southern Methodist 
University. His dissertation research was 
focused on Wesley Studies and the His-
tory of Biblical Interpretation.

From 1986 to 1997, he served as pas-
tor of three United Methodist churches in 
Prosper, Howe and Commerce, Texas. In 
2003-2004, he served as interim pastor at 
Stonebridge UMC in McKinney, Texas. 
From 1997 to 2004, he served on the 
faculty of Perkins School of Theology, 
Southern Methodist University in Dal-
las, Texas. There he taught Evangelism, 
History of Christianity, United Method-
ist Studies and Wesley Studies courses. 
He was the director of the Center for the 
Advanced Study and Practice of Evange-
lism at SMU and was awarded the rank of 
associate professor with tenure in 2003.

Bishop Jones was ordained deacon in 
the Kansas East Conference of the United 
Methodist Church in 1978 and ordained 
elder in 1987 in the North Texas Confer-
ence. On July 16, 2004, he was elected 
bishop and consecrated on July 17, 2004, 
at the South Central Jurisdictional Con-
ference. He was assigned to serve as the 
resident bishop of the Kansas Area as of 
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Bishop Jones keynote speaker for Covenant Keepers 2011

Bishop Jones

Baby Fold’s Festival   
of Trees Nov. 11-14

The U.S. Cellular Coliseum is 
‘going green’ this November. The 
Bloomington facility will officially 

host The Baby Fold’s 17th annual Festi-
val of Trees from Nov. 11-14.

The Festival of Trees, a premiere 
holiday event in Bloomington-Normal, 
was forced to search for a new home 
when the Interstate Center announced the 
sale of most of their expo center late last 
fall. Interstate officials decided that they 
could no longer house the large, holiday 
festival.

The Festival of Trees is in its 17th year 
as a family-centered community event. 
Proceeds from the festival go toward 
serving the children and families of The 
Baby Fold.

The festival draws more than 10,000 
visitors annually and raised $215,000 
in 2009. More than $1 million has been 
raised for The Baby Fold’s programs and 
services to Illinois children and families 
in the 16 years of the festival.

McKendree to build 
two residence halls

LEBANON, Ill. — A groundbreaking 
for two new state-of-the-art residence 
halls at McKendree University was a 
highlight of homecoming weekend fes-
tivities on Saturday, Oct. 23. 

S.M. Wilson of St. Louis is the general 
contractor for the approximately 90,000 
square foot structure, designed by archi-
tectural firm Mackey Mitchell. These 
firms also designed and constructed the 
Hettenhausen Center for the Arts on 
campus, dedicated in 2006.

“A steady increase in campus enroll-
ment and retention, including the largest 
first-year classes in our history, neces-
sitates this expansion and upgrade to our 
residence halls,” said Dr. James Dennis, 
university president.

The new complex will accommo-
date 200 students in single and double 
suites, each with their own bathroom. 
Construction is expected to be complete 
by August 2011, the opening of the fall 
semester.

Thanksgiving for the 
Harvest: First Thursday 
theme

The November theme for First Thurs-
day observance on Thursday, Nov. 4  is 
Thanksgiving for the Harvest.

 IGRC congregations throughout are 
asked to join in offering thanksgiving to 
God for all of creation as we are called 
to be good stewards and caregivers to 
both the earth and the hungry people of 
the world.

Resources for the observance are 
posted online at www.igrc.org/first-
thursday-nov2010.

Sept. 1, 2004.
He is the author of a number of books, 

his most recent works being: Staying at 
the Table: The Gift of Unity for United 
Methodists (2008), United Methodist 
Doctrine: The Extreme Center (2002) and 
The Evangelistic Love of God and Neigh-
bor: A Theology of Discipleship and Wit-
ness (2003), all from Abingdon Press.

Norsworthy originally came to the 
public’s attention as the bassist for the 
very popular Paul Colman Trio (pc3); 

firstly in Australia and New Zealand in 
the late 90’s and then in the USA in the 
early 2000’s. Since then, while living in 
Nashville, Tennessee, in the USA – Grant 
continued as the bassist for many artists; 
most significantly a three and a half year 
stint with million-selling ‘worship rock-
ers’ SONICFLOOd. In March of 2008, 
Grant launched ‘word and song’ which 
combines his passions to teach through 
spoken word and to lead through music.

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer greets one of 225 church leaders who attended a regional 
gathering Oct. 4 at Neoga Grace UMC. The seven regional gatherings attracted more 
than 1,300.
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