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Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illi-

nois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Gregory 
V. Palmer announces the following appoint-
ments:

Robb McCoy to Moline Riverside: Associ-
ate, Spoon River District, effective March 1. 
This is a change in the effective date on an ap-
pointment previously announced.

Randall W. Douglass to Peoria Northwest, 
Illinois River District, effective March 1.

Pamela Cochran to Norris-Providence 
Chapel, Illinois River District, effective Feb. 
1. This is her first appointment in the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference.

Randall Robinson to Danville: St. James, 

Iroquois River District, effective July 1.
Allen Wayne Miller to Sugar Creek, San-

gamon River District, effective July 1.
Howard White to Macomb Wesley, Spoon 

River District, effective July 1.
Cyndi Wiedman to Cumberland Parish, 

Embarras River District, effective Feb. 15.

Supply not appointed
Nelson Reiber to Lancaster-Nye Chapel, 

Kaskaskia River District, effective Jan.15.
Terry Michels to Flora Trinity, Kaskaskia 

River District, effective Feb. 1.
David Eadie to Albion-Bethel, Kaskaskia 

River District, effective Feb. 1.

Strengthened by your prayers we go. Our 
partnership is deep and wide. At every turn 
people in IGRC have said “greet this one 
and that one.” PTL

A theology of hope
As I said in my first tweet from Liberia, 

after some delays, modest inconveniences in 
travel and on-the-road mechanical disrup-
tions, we are here safe and sound. Hospital-
ity is pouring over us. There is an instinct 
that wants to say “oh no.” Better judgment 
tells us to say “Thank You.”

It was well worth the trip. Already we 
have witnessed the incarnation of a theology 
of hope in the midst of dire deprivation by 
any standard much less to what we are ac-
customed. But the United Methodist Church 
here preaches, sings and practices hope. 
Churches, schools and medical centers are 
being built. The gospel is being preached, 
eager minds are learning and broken bod-
ies are being healed. You my friends in the 
IGRC are a huge part of that story. Your love 
and imprint are everywhere we go. You are 
in ministry here as well as in your local com-
munities.

 Thank you for being a conference of lo-
cal churches that are making a difference on 
purpose.

IGRC is all over it
Communication has been a bit of a chal-

lenge. But it goes with the territory as the 
saying goes. The challenge by no means 
thwarts the power of the experience of being 

in ministry here. So here are a few highlights 
of the last two days.

Our team of ordinands has taken on a 
painting project. The last two days have 
focused on a facelift for the administrative 
building here at Ganta that you made pos-
sible. Tomorrow, they move on to the school 
for more painting. In between we relate to 
children, learn more about the breadth of 
ministry here at the mission station and 
dream about how to bring about fulfillment 
to many projects for which churches in the 
IGRC is a partner.

We have taken in huge segments of the 
Annual Conference session. So much of it 
feels familiar. There is a passion and inten-
sity that inspires the heart and stimulates the 
mind. The ideas are racing. But when all is 
said and done it is Christian Conferencing 
with all its pitfalls, still brimming with pos-
sibility.

 Among the gifts that encourages a keep 
on keeping on spirit, this partnership’s pur-
pose is to engage with new friends from oth-
er conferences at various levels of engage-
ment in building partnerships. We are both 
learning and teaching.

 You have heard the saying “he or she 
is all over it.” As we sat and listened to the 
reports of the District Superintendents about 
the work in their respective districts IGRC, 
or IGRC churches and IGRC pastors and 
IGRC DS’s were mentioned repeatedly and 
profusely. As I lay down each night all I can 
say is IGRC is all over it.

Bishopfrom the
Journal entries from Liberia
By Bishop Gregory V. Palmer

(Editor’s note: Bishop Gregory V. Palmer utilized a blog as well as Twitter to send messages back to 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference during his stay in Liberia Feb. 5-16. The following is a compila-
tion of the Bishop’s journal entries).

Willow Hill UMC seeking part-time Pianist
Duties include: pianist for the weekly Sunday morning casual traditional service which 

includes hymns, other short congregational singing, and a prepared prelude and postlude. The 
pianist accompanies the choir at rehearsals and performances as well as the occasional solo-
ist. The position also entails scheduling/coordinating volunteer pianists for a weekly nursing 
home worship service. Send resume and direct inquiries to: Rudy Higgins, Director of Music 
Ministry, Willow Hill UMC, 304 E. Far Hills Dr., East Peoria, IL 61611 Ph. 309-645-0918.

Bishop Palmer, Bishop Innis and students enroute to the new school in West Point.  Photo courtesy 
of Susan Burns, IGRC’s video production manager.  Be sure to read Susan’s personal account of 
the Liberia mission trip in the April issue of The Current.

Beloved in Christ Jesus:
 
In just over 90 days we will gather in Peo-

ria for Annual Conference. The theme for the 
2011 session is Intentional Faith Develop-
ment- Growing Up to the Full Measure of Jesus 
Christ (see Ephesians 4:13).

This year’s theme continues our confer-
ence emphasis on the Five Practices of Fruit-
ful Congregations. One of our guest present-
ers will be the Rev. Dr. Kenda Creasy Dean, a 
United Methodist Elder and Associate Profes-
sor of Youth, Church and Culture at Princeton 
Theological Seminary. Her most recent book is 
Almost Christian, What the Faith of Our Teen-
agers Is Telling the American Church.

One reviewer says of the book, “Persua-
sively and accessibly written, Almost Christian 
is a wake-up call that no one concerned about 
the future of Christianity in America can afford 
to ignore.” I can tell you that the book will rock 
our world and Kenda as a presenter matches the 

power of her writing and research.
We are at a critical juncture in American 

Christianity. I want to join you in being re-
evangelized by the saving Gospel seen in the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. I 
want you to join me in preaching, teaching and 
living the heart of the Gospel in America and to 
the ends of the earth.

I still believe that Jesus Christ changes 
lives and life. I dare to believe God still has 
purpose for the church. I want all the pastors, 
laity and congregations of the IGRC to live up 
to that holy purpose. I have every expectation 
that our conferencing this year will help us to 
reclaim and be better equipped to fulfill our 
calling to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the Transformation of the World.

As always, I am yours for the sake of the mis-
sion,

Gregory V. Palmer

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer can be followed on Twitter at 
ILAreaBishop, or visit: www.igrc.org/bishop to view Bishop 
Palmer’s messages throughout the week.
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Announcements
Change in Five Star 
program for 2011

A change has been made to the 
Five Star Mission program for 2011.

 The change involves the support 
level of a congregation’s support of 
a missionary.  In addition to paying 
all conference apportionments in 
full and contributing to a General Ad-
vance Special, a Conference Advance 
Special and an UMCOR Advance Spe-
cial, a church must have a covenant re-
lationship with a United Methodist mis-
sionary.

 To be in a “Covenant Relationship,” 
a congregation needs to give a minimum 
of $5 per member of $2,500, whichever 
is less.  To be in Covenant Relationship a 
congregation needs to complete a “cov-
enant” with a missionary through the 
General Board of Global Ministries. The 
form is available for download on the 
IGRC website at: . http://www.igrc.org/
pages/detail/1968

Should you need assistance in finding 
a missionary to sponsor, contact Bunny 
Wolfe, coordinator of Mission and Out-
reach at bwolfe@igrc.org.

Cunningham Mission Day 
for confirmation, youth 

Cunningham Home is hosting a retreat 
specifically tailored for confirmation 
and youth groups aimed at giving them 
a firsthand glimpse into the life of Cun-
ningham youth.

On March 26, the agency is hosting 
its annual Mission Day, a daylong ex-
perience filled with activities, including 
games and programs that Cunningham 
youth love, a worship service connect-
ing youth from throughout the confer-
ence and a lunch party with Cunningham 
youth.

Mission Day is an excellent way for 
youth to become acquainted with a Unit-
ed Methodist Mission and Ministry and 
to help them learn how to get involved. 

For more information about this event 
contact Stephanie Lynge at 217-337-
9074, e-mail slynge@cunninghamhome.
org, or visit our website at www.cunning-
hamhome.org.

Festival of Quilts benefits 
Cunningham 

Cunningham Children’s Home annual 
Festival of Quilts will be held April 8-9 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day.

Admission is a $5 donation.
More than 100 quilts from across Il-

linois will be on display and up for bid as 
part of the silent auction. A gift shop and 
bake sale will also be part of the festival.

All proceeds benefit Cunningham 
Children’s Home. For more information, 
visit the Cunningham Home website at: 
www.cunninghamhome.org or on Face-
book at: http://www.facebook.com/#!/
pages/Festival-of-Quilts/389076735752.

B
riefsTwo disaster response training events 

have been scheduled in preparation for tor-
nado season this spring.

Pekin First UMC will host the first 
training on Saturday, March 12 from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Registration is available on-
line at: http://www.igrc.org/ert-pekin with 
a March 7 deadline.

Trainers for the session at Pekin are 
Ken Miner and Steve Schoeffel.

Bonfield Evangelical UMC will host 
the second training session on Saturday, 
April 2, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Registration 
is available online at: http://www.igrc.org/
ert-bonfield with a March 28 deadline.

Trainers for the session is Steve 

Schoeffel.
Cost for either session is $30 which in-

cludes training manual, background check, 
lunch, ID badge and t-shirt.

For more information, contact Christy 
Blickensderfer at cblickensderfer@igrc.
org 


Disaster response training sessions slated for spring

Lay and clergy members of the Illi-
nois Great Rivers Conference are invited 
to journey together through the season of 
Lent, using a daily devotional guide en-
titled, On the Journey With Jesus.  This 
original devotional resource, created by 
and for our conference, will be entirely 
“paperless,” and be available to you and 
the members of your congregation via 
email, on the  IGRC website and the IGRC 
Facebook page each morning from Ash 
Wednesday through Easter.

Each day’s devotional reading will 
include a scripture, a brief and original 
reflection written by a member of our 
conference, and a prayer for your use.  A 
variety of writers, witnesses, ideas and 
experiences will be shared as inspiration, 
as we “feed” one another’s spirits, day by 
day.

On the Journey with Jesus is free, 
and enables your congregation, covenant 
group, Sunday School class or ministry 
area to share daily devotions and reflec-
tions together using an ecumenical daily 
lectionary schedule based on the gospel of 
John.  From the calling of Jesus’ first dis-
ciples to his passion on the cross, we will 
walk together the gospel path.

IGRC pastors need not do anything to 
subscribe to the devotional; the devotional 
will be sent to the pastor’s IGRC email 
account each morning. Laypersons may 
subscribe to the daily devotional by visit-
ing www.igrc.org, clicking on the Com-
munications tab and then selecting “Sub-
scribe to our e-newsletters.” Visitors will 
be prompted to enter their email address. If 
they are subscribed to other mailing lists, 
they will receive an email to update their 

preferences. Make sure that “On the Jour-
ney with Jesus 2011 Lenten Devotional” is 
checked in order to receive it.

Persons who want to read the Daily 
Devotional online, may do so by visiting: 
www.igrc.org/lentendevotional beginning 
March 9. The day’s devotional will always 
be at the top. A link will also be provided 
on a new Facebook group, “On the Jour-
ney with Jesus Lenten Devotional” to the 
devotional and members of the group will 
be automatically notified when the new de-
votional is posted.

We hope you will put your feet on Je-
sus’ road this Lent, and join us on the jour-
ney.  


(Rev. Sara Isbell is serving as editor for the Jour-
neying With Jesus Lenten devotional project).

IGRC invited to ‘Journey with Jesus’ during Lent
By Sara Isbell, Chatham UMC

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The General 
Council on Finance and Administration 
(GCFA) reports that 15 annual conferenc-
es paid 100 percent of their apportioned 
funds in 2010, with seven of those confer-
ences being from the North Central Juris-
diction. 

The conferences are Alaska, Balti-
more-Washington, Dakotas, East Ohio, 
Greater New Jersey, Illinois Great Rivers, 
Iowa, New York, North Carolina, North-
ern Illinois, Oklahoma Indian Missionary, 
Peninsula-Delaware, Red Bird Mission-
ary, West Michigan, and Wisconsin. In 
2009, 14 conferences gave 100 percent to 
all seven apportioned funds, including the 
IGRC.

In addition, these annual conferences 
gave 100% to the World Service Fund in 
2010. They are Central Pennsylvania, Rio 
Grande, Texas, Upper New York, Wash-
ington and West Michigan. 

Models of improvement 
Faithful members of The United Meth-

odist Church found ways to contribute 
funds to ministry even through a tough 
year economically in 2010. 

Several annual conferences experi-
enced significant increases in apportioned 
giving. They include the Indiana Annual 
Conference, which increased 61.05 per-
cent over 2009. Indiana paid 84 percent of 
their apportioned funds in 2010. The Up-

per New York Annual Conference, a unifi-
cation of four conferences in the northeast, 
paid 94.55 percent of their apportioned 
funds. Other conferences across the con-
nection that increased giving to appor-
tioned funds by more than 10 percent are 
Dakotas, Memphis, Mississippi, North-
ern Illinois, Red Bird Missionary, Rocky 
Mountain, and Western North Carolina.

 Total giving to all denominational 
funds – including apportionments, Spe-
cial Sundays, and the Advance including 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
– was up $46.5 million (28 percent) from 
2009. Giving to UMCOR accounted for 
the greatest share of that increase which 
was largely in response to the January 
2010 earthquake in Haiti. Giving to the six 
Special Sundays was down 9.7% in 2010, 
with total donations of $5,178,605. 

2009 membership data 
The staff of GCFA completed auditing 

the year-end 2009 statistical data for local 
churches in the United States. 

The statistics as reported by local 
churches and annual conferences indicate 
that professing membership in 2009 was 
down 1.22% over 2008, and average wor-
ship attendance was down 1.85%. 

In 2008, membership decreased 1.01% 
and attendance 1.83%. Although member-
ship was down for the US church at large, 
five conferences reported increases in 

membership, and eight reported increases 
in worship attendance. 

The conferences reporting membership 
growth in 2009 were Central Texas, North 
Georgia, Red Bird Missionary, Tennessee, 
and Virginia. The conferences reporting 
attendance increases were Alabama-West 
Florida, Detroit, North Carolina, Pacific 
Northwest, Red Bird Missionary, Rocky 
Mountain, Rio Grande, and Yellowstone.

“Some of the acceleration in declining 
membership could be a result of changes 
in the statistical forms,” Scott Brewer, Di-
rector of Connectional Services at GCFA 
said. “These changes allowed churches to 
more easily reconcile their statistical re-
ports with their membership records and 
may have contributed to the greater de-
crease,” he said. 

The GCFA Committee on Official 
Forms and Records made significant re-
visions to the statistical forms for the 
2009-2012 quadrennium, adding a num-
ber of new questions on church activities. 
Congregations reported nearly 280,000 
persons enrolled in covenant discipleship 
groups, over 1 million children participat-
ing in vacation bible schools, over 800,000 
persons served by daycares or community 
education ministries, and over 15 million 
person impacted by community ministries 
for outreach, justice, or mercy. 


IGRC one of 15 conferences who paid 100 percent in 2010



  Decatur Christ UMC began 
the new year by celebrating a 
Covenant Renewal Service and 
by receiving nine new members. 
Seven of the nine new members 
are pictured with the church 
pastor, Rev. Kelly Cox (standing 
in back).

Those standing in front, from 
left, are: Gene Pinnell, Sally 
Deem, Loretta White, Martha 
Fletcher, Gloria Jones, Paula 
Carr and Sandra Hawkinson.  
Two new members – Vern Woo-
lington and Ruth Randall – are 
not pictured.  Photo courtesy of 
Barbara Boyd.
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Local Church News
Gospel choir in 
concert at Troy

The 40-voice Bethune-Cook-
man University Inspirational 
Gospel Choir will perform a 
concert at Troy UMC on Thurs-

day, March 3 at 7 p.m.
The choir, hailing from Daytona 

Beach, Fla., is an award-winning 
choir known for its musical creativ-
ity.

The Gospel choir is an extracurric-
ular activity for students. The choir 
renders a wide range of music to 
include rock and jazzy gospel, con-
temporary and blues gospel as well 
as acapella renditions.

Mark Schultz in concert 
to support missions

Alton Main Street UMC will host a 
concert featuring artist Mark Schultz 
on Friday, March 18 beginning at  
7:30 p.m.

The concert will be held at Heart-
land Baptist Church, 4500 Humbert 
Road in Alton to accommodate a 
larger concert crowd.

Tickets are on sale and range from 
$15 to $30 each. Visit www.mark-
schultzinconcert.com or www.main-
streetumc.net.

All proceeds will support Main 
Street UMC’s mission in Hondu-
ras.  

Cave in Rock women 
provide huggies 

Cave in Rock UMC, located in 
Cache River District, recently deliv-
ered 45 colorful wraps called “hug-
gies” to the Rosiclare Rehabilitation 
Center for the center’s clients.

The group has also sent huggies 
to Wisconsin, Kentucky and to other 
places within the state. The group 
enjoys sharing their time and talents 
to help others.

The wraps were the brainchild of 
church pianist Melinda Walker.

Scout troop celebrates 
three generations of 
Eagle Scouts 

A Boy Scout troop sponsored by 
the Camp Point UMC recently cele-
brated three generations and five Ea-
gle Scouts from the same family.

Joe Smith, 15, was awarded Eagle 
Scout Jan. 7 at a Court of Honor.

His father, David Smith, is Troop 
41’s Scoutmaster and was awarded 
the Eagle Scout rank in 1978.

David Smith’s father began the 
three generation string in 1943.

Joe joins his brothers Isaac, who 
earned Eagle Scout in 2006, and Ja-
cob, who was awarded the rank in 
June 2010.

B
ri
ef
s

▲   Rick Penny, president of the Orville N. Mueth chapter of Unit-
ed Methodist Men in Caseyville, presents the chapter’s 13th and 
latest John Wesley Fellowship Award to Vernie Cox. The presen-
tation was made Dec. 12 during the morning worship. Cox was 
supported by many members of her family including two great 
nieces who provided special music for the occasion.

The award was a surprise to Cox who thought the family 
was there to share in the special music by her great nieces. Cox 
is the longest serving member of the Caseyville UMC and has 
been an inspiration to many younger people through the years 
by her willingness to service the Church, the community and God 
in a quiet selfless manner. During the presentation many people 
shared their thoughts and thanks for her service and life lived as 
an example of what a Christian life should be.

Cox is the latest in a list at Caseyville UMC that includes 13 dif-
ferent John Wesley Fellowship Awards. The last three recipients 
just happen to be women. The United Methodist Men’s group in 
Caseyville was founded over 50 years ago by Orville Mueth who 
died in 2010. The group is very active in United Methodist Men’s 
activities including John Wesley Fellowship and EMS. The group 
does all it can to support United Methodist Men and has 50 EMS 
members enrolled for 2011 in a Church with less that 300 total 
membership.  Photo courtesy of Rick Penny. 

▲  Dora the Explorer (aka pastor Connie Jenkins) paid a visit to 
Mt. Sterling UMC Jan. 16, taking the congregation on an ad-
venture, using the Bible as a map.  We learned that many things 
would try to get us off the path including shortcuts, detours and 
of course, The Swiper.  Remember: “Swiper, no swiping!”  The 
visit from Dora came as a result of the church paying its 2010 ap-
portionments in full.  Photo courtesy of Judy Wilson. 

▲  Lindsey Cathcart, Salem Community High School junior, 
held the congregation of Salem Grace United Methodist Church 
captive on “Souper Bowl Sunday,” Feb. 6, as she preached a 
whole sermon on faith while standing on a balance beam.  In her 
sermon, she told the story of Peter walking on water and urged 
the congregation to cultivate a faith that enables them to take 
the risks that victorious living require.  Photo courtesy of Salem 
Times-Commoner. 
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Local Church News

BROWNSTOWN --  “Many hands 
make light work” is an old adage that, ac-
cording to Ben Forbis, chairman of the 
Emmanual UMC board, is true … to some 
extent.

The church stands on the prairie land in 
Sefton, north of Brownstown, as it has for 
more than a century.

In these days of extravagant, beautiful 
and ornate buildings, part of the charm of 
the Emmanuel Church in its country set-
ting is the refreshing simplicity, which it 
has retained all these many years.

The church has been maintained struc-
turally without fault, but has not been 
modernized, as most have. Surprisingly, 
the restroom facilities were two old-fash-
ioned outside toilets, which again, have 
been carefully maintained and cleaned.

However, about 10 months ago, a wom-
an in the congregation, Norma Willms, 
suggested it would be nice if the church 
had an indoor restroom. Others agreed it 
would be nice, 
and it followed 
that a kitchen 
and dining area 
would also be 
convenient for 
the congregation 
gatherings.

Forbis, a life-
time member of 
the church, start-
ed the ball roll-
ing, and gained 
the help and par-
ticipation of the 
whole congre-
gation. A recent 
open house that 
attracted about 
60 people was 
held to celebrate 
the new addition. 

Forbis said 
that in his 82 
years, he has never attended any other 
church, although his work with the tele-
phone company took him out of the area a 
lot over the years.

He was named after his grandfather, 
Benjamin Franklin Forbis.

“I was born and raised just down the 
road from the church,” he said, “and I live 
now just a ways the other way down the 
road.”

Jim Green pastors the little church, 
which has 32 members in the congrega-
tion.

“Everybody helped (with the addi-
tion),” Forbis said.

The kitchen is small, but convenient 
and efficient, and equipped with needed 
appliances for meal preparation. It has 
serving windows through to the dining 

area, which contains tables, and seating for 
the congregation, 12 tables and 48 chairs.

The dining area has an exit door and 
windows, including a large high window, 
which affords a view of the trees and sky, 
for illumination and the enjoyment of na-
ture’s beauty.

The dining area also has a piano, 
“which (our) pianist, Betty Mill, found 
for us. She also donated the painting that 
hangs above it. It was a wedding gift for 
her and her late husband, Jessie, 42 years 
ago. She gave it to the church on their an-
niversary,” he said.

Church pews are also placed along two 
walls, which provides extra seating. Add-
ing to the comfortable, homey setting is an 
old-fashioned rocking chair, which, Forbis 
said with a smile, “is mine.”

Smaller rooms off the dining area can 
be used as Sunday school classrooms.

The restroom is attractive and roomy, 
and contains a baby changing station.

Although he was reticent talking about 
himself, Forbis said that while he lived in 
Vandalia at one time, he was still a farm 
boy at heart, and he had chickens and 
goats.

He oversees Forbis Cemetery, which 
was established in 1887. The Evangelical 
Church and parsonage buildings that were 
nearby are gone, but the cemetery remains.

He served in the Army, in Germany 
during World War II.  His life’s work was 
with the telephone company, working 
mainly in Southern Illinois. He mentioned 
co-workers George Meseke and Wally 
Bertram.

He enthusiastically talked about the 
addition to the church and the members’ 
participation. He said how it was difficult 
to figure how much of an addition they 

could afford.  
“It took from Feb. 1 to Oct. 13,” he 

said, the delay caused by “lots of rain” 
and problems.  The ground contains a lot 
of water.

“The original part of the building is set 
on that flat rock, like you get from Mis-
souri. It has set there for 128 years,” he 
said.

“At one time, the building was jacked 
up and the flat rocks raised, and the build-
ing set back down. That was necessary due 
to some of the rocks sinking down.

“I didn’t want the addition to look like 
it had been added on,” he said, and that 
was accomplished, showing no obvious 
evidence of a dividing mark with the new 
addition.

“Everybody helped,” he said. “Carol 
Henna and Connie Green redecorated the 
sanctuary, the cross was built by Chuck 
Wagner, Jim Green built the podium and 
assisted Carol and Connie in the sanctuary, 
Jim Skinner Construction built the addi-
tion and Willard Fulk raised the pre-made 

rafters.”
A stained glass 

garden window in 
memory of Mary Lou-
is Koonce also was 
hung and illuminated 
by Jim Green.

A Little Church 
History

The Emmanuel 
(meaning God Is With 
us) United Method-
ist Church is on the 
site of the former Mt. 
Zion Evangelical Ger-
man Church building 
and parsonage, built in 
1887.

A church building was eventually built 
by God’s people in the lower part of Sef-
ton Township on ground deeded by Morris 
German to the congregation for the pur-
pose of building a church. It was to be used 
as a church for as long as the doors would 
open for services.

The Emmanuel Church was built in 
1889. In 1922, the building was purchased 
from the Evangelical Association  and 
dedicated into the Methodist Conference.

The exterior of Emmanuel UMC has 
retained the simple lines and look, with 
only the small stained glass window 
over the door;  the setting has remained 
natural, with the lawn and trees the only 
adornment. And most important of all, the 
congregation worship and work together,  
strengthened by their shared faith and care 
for one another. 

(Reprinted with permission from the Nov. 

17, 2010, issue of the Vandalia Leader-Union).

Forbis part of team on church’s building addition
By Panzi Blackwell, Vandalia Leader-Union 

CUQCA celebrates
50th anniversary

Churches United of the Quad City 
Area will be celebrating its 50th anni-
versary in 2011 with an array of events 
and celebrations highlighting the orga-
nization’s accomplishments.

On April 28, Kathleen Kennedy 
Townsend, author of Failing the Faith-
ful, will speak to the organization’s 
Delegate Assembly. Townsend will 
present her perspective on faith and the 
ecumenical movement as it relates to 
her book. Along with Townsend’s pre-
sentation, an original composition will 
be performed by William Campbell and 
the Maia String Quartet.

For more information on these and 
other events, visit the Churches United 
website at www.cuqca.org. Questions 
can be directed to Anne Wachal at 563-
332-5002 or awachal@cuqca.org

CUQCA represents more than 136 
faith groups and 24 religious denomi-
nations and work beyond the Christian 
community in a variety of interfaith 
special events.

Social Principles bulletin 
inserts downloadable

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The 
General Board of Church & Society 
(GBCS) has developed bulletin inserts 
featuring individual United Methodist 
Social Principles. 

The new resource, designed to be in-
cluded in church worship bulletins, can 
be downloaded for free from the agen-
cy’s Web site. It is located under Social 
Principles Resources in the Leadership 
Development section of the website at: 
www.umc-gbcs.org.

The bulletin inserts are designed in 
two colors that reproduce excellently 
in black and white. They are 11 by 8.5 
inches. 

Twelve Social Principles under the 
Social Community are in the first re-
lease of inserts. The inserts highlight 
positions approved by the denomina-
tion’s highest policy-making body, the 
General Conference, on issues such as 
immigrants, health care, religious mi-
norities, racism and children’s rights.

B
riefs

Kathleen Kennedy Townsend

The Emmanuel UMC.

Ben Forbis
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Year in ReviewLocal Church News

LEBANON -- Retired IGRC pastor Jack 
Travelstead was recently honored by McKend-
ree University for his 44 years of service on the 
school’s Board of Trustees.

In a press release, the university called Trav-
elstead “an enduring friend, mentor, advisor, 
consultant and supporter.” During his tenure on 
the board, Travelstead has experienced McKen-
dree’s growth under the leadership of six presi-

dents. He has served on the Church Relations 
Committee, which he chaired for a time, and as 
a former chair of the Academic Affairs Commit-
tee. He also has attended almost all commence-
ment ceremonies at the Lebanon campus since 
he joined the board in 1966.

McKendree awarded him an honorary Doc-
tor of Divinity degree in 1968.

As pastor of Macomb Wesley UMC, Trav-

elstead helped secure a $140,000 grant from the 
Fellheimer Trust managed by his church, for the 
refurbishment of McKendree’s Clark Hall in 
1974.

At its Oct. 2 meeting, the board issued a 
proclamation on behalf of its trustees, faculty, 
staff and students to “extend sincere apprecia-
tion…in profound gratitude for his dedication to 
McKendree University.”  

Travelstead honored by McKendree University Board of Trustees

We began the year with a new goal to increase our 
Mission giving across the board. 

Our monthly loose change offerings doubled when the 
children collected the “change only” offering in plastic 
cups. It made for a great, noisy offering time, and the kids 
felt instrumental. 

Each month they collected for different agencies and 
ministries: Salvation Army, Lessie Bates Davis Neighbor-
hood House, Brad and Marie Fester, Nets for Malaria in 
Liberia, Red Bird Mission, Heifer Project, plus six more. 
The Mission Committee has been on fire with new and 
creative ideas for spreading the information and encour-
aging the congregation. It has really boosted our mission 
giving.

 And here is the miracle. We have been giving to Ja-
net McCarty, a missionary to the Philippines for several 
years, as part of our Five-Star Giving. About six years 
ago the Finance Committee, because of difficult financial 
hardships, adjusted our Christmas and Easter Offerings to 
Janet to only half of what we had been giving in previous 

years. They cut it back to $500 for each of the two special 
offerings. 

 At the beginning of 2010, I challenged the congrega-
tion to use an older Lenten Offering plan called Thirty 
Pieces of Silver, buying back the betrayal of Jesus with 
our Thirty Pieces of Silver. The members of all ages re-
ceived purple bags, similar to marble bags, to place any 
coin they desired: Thirty pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, 
or dollars. Our Easter offering came in. 

$500 came out first, and we added $1,008.68 from the 
purple bags for a total of $1,508.68. Awesome!  However, 
our goal was $2,365, (473 members X $5). We knew that 
there would be an additional $500 to add to the total in our 
Christmas Offering. That would give us $2,008.68, just 
barely short of our goal.

 Are you still with me?  Hey, purple is also one of 
the colors for Advent, and that’s exactly what we did. We 
prepared for an Advent offering to join in with the March 
to the manger.

 But here was the fun part. I fashioned a calendar like 

I saw years ago which I patterned from the United Meth-
odist Women, who always have great ideas. The calendar 
included facts from Janet’s ministry in Kidapawan at the 
Southern Philippines Methodist College. I got most of my 
information about Janet from an article written by Paul 
Black in The Current earlier in the year. 

 Each day of Advent we would give nickels, pennies, 
or dimes for bibles, or windows, or cereal boxes in their 
homes. We needed $356.32 to meet our goal. We exceed-
ed our goal. Our “Bag Filled with Love” Offering came 
to $397.11, and everyone had a blast. It wasn’t painful 
at all, well maybe it was a little tough for the financial 
secretary who had to count all those coins. The grand total 
was $2,405.79. The challenge was exciting and informa-
tional, and we increased our giving to Janet McCarty by 
more than $1,400 and enjoyed ourselves as we felt more 
connected to Janet and to each other in our ability to work 
together to meet and surpass our goal.


Granite City Nameoki uses spare change, increases mission giving
By Tim Pate, Granite City Nameoki UMC

Brittany and Jacob Doane are all smiles after making a delivery to Bill West, a resi-
dent at the Illinois Veterans’ Home in Quincy during the Christmas holiday.  The youth 
from the Eagle Valley Charge (Bluffs and Naples UMCs, LaMoine River District) made 14 
stockings and wrapped gifts for each of the stocking. Each stocking contained a pair 
of socks, lotion, aftershave and a candy cane. Each veteran was asked where they had 
served and what their job was. As they were presented their stocking, the veteran also 
received a “Victory” medal as a thank you for their service to the country.  Photo courtesy 
of Karen Doane.  

Volunteers at First United Methodist Church of Vandalia recently loaded up boxes 
packed with shoeboxes filled with Christmas gifts that were sent around the world to 
war-torn countries, areas experiencing natural disasters and areas of extreme poverty. 
Locally, 1,080 shoeboxes were filled, about 200 more than last year.  Photo courtesy of 
Rich Bauer, Vandalia Leader-Union. 
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Forming Spiritual Leaders

The 2011 Camping catalog mailed in 
the February issue of The Current and to 
those who attended  a camp in 2010.

The catalog may be downloaded from 
www.igrc.org/camping.

Register online and save
Register online and take $25 off of 

the registration fee up to three weeks be-

fore the camp begins. If 
mailing registrations, full 
payment must be sent be-
fore April 13 in order to 
receive the discount. For 
more information on camp 
start and end dates, refer to 
the catalog on the camping 
website, www.igrCAMP.
org.

NEW THIS YEAR: 
You may complete the 

health history form online 
when registering. A health 
form must be completed 
for each camper (including 
adults). This is required 
for the campsites due to 
American Camping As-
sociation accreditation. 
Registration will not be 
considered complete until 
a health form is received.

Payments and deposits
A minimum registration deposit of $50 

per camp, per person, is required; Master-
Card or Visa accepted in writing with sig-
nature. Payments cannot be accepted by 
phone.

Checks should be made payable to 
IGRC and mailed to:

IGRC Camping Office
P. O. Box 19207
Springfield, IL  62794-9207

Indicate the camper’s name and camp 
number on all checks. For proper credit, 
checks must be sent to the Springfield 
Camping Office.  Do not take payment to 
the campsite.

Registration deadline
Registration deadline is three weeks 

prior to the start of the camp. Registra-
tions received less than three weeks before 
the start of camp must be approved by the 
Camp Office or Camp Dean. Online reg-
istrations received less than three weeks 
prior to the start of camp will not receive 
$25 off of the registration fee.

For more information on Cancellation 
Policies, Grades/Cabin Mate Requests, Fi-
nancial Aid and Insurance forms; please 
visit www.igrc.org/camping.

Errata
The dates for Beulah Holiness Camp 

and Mission Blitz (BC255) is incorrectly 
listed in the camp brochure. The cor-
rect dates for the encampment is July 29 
through Aug. 5.


2011 Camping catalog available for download, www.igrc.org/camping

This $200 donation is actually a long 
overdue payment. Let the story begin…

I attended one to two camps a year at 
Epworth Springs (now Living Springs) be-
tween fifth and eighth grades. I graduated 
eighth grade in 1991. My church growing 
up – Industry UMC – would pay to send 
me to camp. During those years, the new 
“lodge” was built. We ate in a temporary 
mess hall at the top of the hill and the vol-
unteers served our food from big trays that 
they prepared off-site and then brought to 
us during the first year or two at camp.

Well, at some point, a fundraiser was 
completed to help raise money for the new 
“lodge.” I had pledges totaling somewhere 
near $120. I was only able to collect about 
$80 of the money. Some of the money was 
to come from my mother and we didn’t 
have the money after my parents divorced. 
I held onto the money I collected in an 
envelope for several years. By the time I 

graduated high school in 1995, I had even-
tually spent the money on other things. I 
kept saving that money but was too em-
barrassed to give only part of the money 
to the camp.

Life kept moving and I kept drifting 
farther from God. I went to college and 
like many young adults, I fell away from 
the church during my late teens and most 
of my 20s. I married and started a family. 
It wasn’t until a marital crisis hit me in the 
face in recent years that I realized how dis-
appointed in myself I had become without 
faith. 

Recently, I have surrendered my life to 
Christ again and enjoy a renewed sense of 
peace and enjoyment in life.

I hadn’t thought about this past memo-
ry since I was probably 18 years old. Well, 
we all know how God works…this past 
debt popped into my brain the other day. 
So, I took the hint and decided it was time 

to send you the money. 
As I said at the opening of this letter, 

it isn’t really a donation, but a past debt 
coming home to you at the urging of our 
almighty God.

By the way, you have my permission 
to share this story with anybody that you 
think needs to hear it. I believe God want-
ed me to write this letter to go along with 
the check…and maybe you will feel the 
need to share this story.

Sincerely,
Courtney Prentice

P.S.  I didn’t feel it was necessary to 
calculate interest so I rounded up…hope 
you don’t mind! I would have an inter-
est in helping with a camp at some point 
down the road as well. I’ve always wanted 
to serve as a camp counselor or mentor af-
ter my positive experiences with Epworth 
Springs as a youth. 

Applications are being accepted for 
the 2011 Marked Leadership Camp, a 
weeklong leadership training camp that 
teaches students through worship, learning 
to identify and utilize your strengths, team 
building and recreation.

The 2011 camp, part of a four-year 

leadership academy, will be held June 12-
18 at Living Springs Camp.

Students who have demonstrated lead-
ership skills in church and school and de-
sire to grow in leadership effectiveness are 
encouraged to apply for admission into 
Marked. Registration is $300 per applicant 

with a $25 discount for applications com-
pleted prior to March 1. Final registration 
deadline is March 21.

For more information, visit the IGRC 
Camping website at: www.igrCAMP.org 
and click on “Marked Leadership Camp.”


Former camper returns to pay a debt (with interest)

Leadership Camp June 12-18Reaching students with

B
riefs

Course of Study
Extension School 
dates announced

Registration deadline for 
April classes for the 2010-2011 
Course of Study Extension 
School is March 1.

Registration can be accessed by vis-
iting: www.igrc.org/COSApril2011

The Extension Course of Study is 
basically for part-time pastors and 
exists to provide quality theological 
training and equipping for ministry. 
It is administered by the Board of Or-
dained Ministry of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference.

For more information, visit the 
Course of Study website at: www.
igrcos.blogspot.com or contact the 
Dean, Rev. Dr. E. Michael Jones at 
mjones@igrc.org.

J.A.M. Scholarship 
available 
 The J.A.M. Scholarship - A Celebra-
tion of the Life and Music of Justin 
Andrew Melzer is being offered 
through Trenton First UMC.

The mission of this scholarship 
is to honor Justin Melzer’s ministry 
through music and to encourage par-
ticipation in church music ministries. 
It is the prayer and intention of the 
church that this scholarship will culti-
vate and stimulate a future generation 
of church musicians.  $500 will be 
awarded to a qualified recipient.  

Anyone who applied last year and 
was not a recipient is invited to apply 
this year.  

Deadline to apply is April 1.  Award 
will be announced in May. To obtain 
an application for this scholarship, 
you can go to the church’s website at 
www.trentonfumc.com and click on 
the link to the scholarship or contact 
the church at 618-224-7416.

Sondra Newman 
Scholarship for Women 
Candidacy in Ministry 

Applications are now being ac-
cepted for the Sondra Newman Schol-
arship for women in candidacy for 
ministry, administered by the IGRC 
Commission on Status and Role of 
Women.

Qualified applicants are women 
who are certified candidates for min-
istry from the IGRC who are enrolled 
in seminary or course of study and 
have completed at least one semester 
of training.

Details and submission guidelines 
may be downloaded from the IGRC 
website at: http://www.igrc.org/new-
manscholarship.

Editor’s note:  The following letter was recently received by the IGRC Camping Office by a former IGRC camper.



At the turn of 
the 20th century, 
northwest Ohio was 
booming.

Lima was the 
locomotive capital 
of the world, build-

ing four 200-ton steam locomotives every 
week. A cigar factory produced a million 
cigars a month. Standard Oil had a refinery 
in the area. Agriculture was a mainstay of 
the region, with farmers cultivating land 
that their families would hold for genera-
tions.

Leipsic Methodist 
Church, built in 1894, 
immediately became a 
denominational flagship, 
growing with its name-
sake town. In a way, it 
still is, although much 
has changed.

The farms are still 
there, but the economic 
decline in Putnam and 
nearby counties began in 
1950, when diesels put 
steam locomotives out 
of business. Some new 
business has come in, 
but the boom times are 
long gone.

The story is famil-
iar to those of us who 
grew up in the industrial 
north. What’s new is 
how the church is trying 
to save and, hopefully, 
grow its small churches 
in these areas.

Last September, 
UMNS photographer 
Mike DuBose and I 
spent a weekend visiting 
the folks at the Greater 
Leipsic Multi-Site Par-
ish to get a sense of 
how this model for rural 
ministry is working. You 
can read the rural church 
series at http://bit.ly/
hYRwo5.

The parish’s four 
pastors and five con-
gregations welcomed us 
with a spirit of hospital-
ity and connectionalism. The Rev. Tom 
Graves, our main contact in the parish, 
went out of his way to make sure we met 
with people from each congregation, had a 
chance to chat with the pastors, and were 
able to catch a sampling of community life 
through the parade and fair for the “Leipsic 
Days” celebration on that Saturday.

The Rev. Bill Patterson – who had just 
started a few months earlier as the new 
senior pastor but grew up 20 miles away, 

in North Baltimore – was generous with 
his time. He opened his home so we could 
have a sit-down discussion with him, 
Graves brought another perspective, as did 
the Rev. Amy Haines, a younger clergy 
member with two children and a spouse 
active in the parish.

We didn’t meet the Rev. Janet Lewis-
Cattell until Sunday morning, when we 
arrived at Oakdale United Methodist 
Church for worship. But we had heard the 
concerns and prayers of the parish regard-
ing her battle against cancer. Thankfully, 

her prognosis has steadily improved since 
then.

In true Methodist fashion, the con-
gregations kept us well fed – we were in-
cluded in a carry-in dinner, breakfast and 
lunch.

We couldn’t absorb everything or get 
to know everyone over a weekend. But 
driving along the roads of a region that 
was once part of the Great Black Swamp, 
we caught glimpses of the past, present 

and future and how the church is chang-
ing, whether it wants to or not.

As the Rev. Roger Grace, an Ohio na-
tive and president of the United Method-
ist Rural Fellowship, told me, this area 
had been a stronghold for the predecessor 
groups of our denomination – Methodist, 
Evangelical and United Brethren.

After the mergers, some places ended 
up with two United Methodists churches 
in very close proximity. In the village of 
Deshler, two congregations were literally 
across the street from each other – until it 

just didn’t make sense to 
maintain two separate 
buildings anymore.

As I sat in the base-
ment fellowship hall 
with a few members of 
what is now the “New 
Beginnings” church, 
they admitted it’s been 
hard to let go of their 
separate identities.

Sandy Powell re-
membered the revival 
meetings typical of the 
Evangelical United 
Brethren tradition that 
St. Paul’s Church, now 
shuttered, held as she 
was growing up and said 
she misses the “sing-
spirations” conducted 
several times a year.

“We’re still work-
ing out some things,” 
added Phyllis LaRue, 
who joined the Deshler 
Methodist Church in 
1940, when she was 14 
years old.

The truth is, they 
really have no choice 
but to make the best of 
it. But from what I ex-
perienced in northwest 
Ohio, that’s not a bad 
choice at all.

(Reprinted from Bloom-
Bytes, the blog of United 
Methodist News Service 
writer Linda Bloom, http://
bloombytes.blogspot.com)
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The Rural Church in America
Surviving, and perhaps thriving, in rural Ohio
By Linda Bloom

Lesbian elder faces 
church trial

OSCEOLA, Wis. (UMNS) - A 
lesbian clergywoman in Wisconsin 
will face a church trial that could 
result in her removal from United 

Methodist ordained ministry. 
The Rev. Amy DeLong triggered 

the case in 2009 when she agreed to 
officiate at a union of a lesbian couple. 
That same year, she also registered 
with her partner of nearly 16 years 
under state law. She reported both ac-
tions to the United Methodist Wiscon-
sin Annual (regional) Conference. 

Bishop Linda Lee of the Wiscon-
sin Conference on Jan. 31 set the trial 
date and appointed retired Bishop 
Bruce Blake to be the trial’s presiding 
officer, according to the conference. 
A jury of 13 clergy members and two 
alternates will be selected to hear the 
case.

Seminary reduces 
tuition for military 
chaplain degree

WASHINGTON (UMNS) - Wes-
ley Theological Seminary is offering 
its new doctor of ministry degree pro-
gram for military chaplains at half the 
usual tuition rate. 

Classes for the new “Military 
Chaplaincy: Religious Leadership in 
a Complex, Multi-faith Environment” 
degree will begin in early May with 
an application deadline of March 18. 

Questions can be directed to Lew 
Parks at 202-885-6481 or by e-mail 
at lparks@wesleyseminary.edu. Pro-
gram details are also available by con-
tacting the admissions office at admis-
sions@wesleyseminary.edu. 

GOP dominates church’s 
congressional group

WASHINGTON (UMNS) -- Re-
publican gains in the 2010 election 
produced a dramatic shift in the party 
affiliations of United Methodists serv-
ing in Congress.

United Methodist Republican leg-
islators outnumber United Methodist 
Democrats two to one, or 32 to 16, in 
the 112th Congress. Democrats had a 
slight edge of 27 to 26 in the outgoing 
Congress.

Overall, five fewer United Meth-
odists serve in the new Congress. In 
the Senate, United Methodists in-
creased from nine to 11. However, 
they declined from 44 to 37 in the 
House. 

Texas still has the largest Unit-
ed Methodist contingent, with nine 
members, followed by five in Ohio, 
and four in Florida and Kansas. 

B
ri
ef
s

The Rev. Janet Lewis-Cattell leads children’s worship at Oakdale United Methodist 
Church near Deshler, Ohio.   UMNS photo by Mike DuBose

A farmer moves his combine down Highway 109 past New Hope Bethel United Method-
ist Church near Leipsic, Ohio.   UMNS photo by Mike DuBose

National News See related story on pg. 17

Last September, UMNS pho-
tographer Mike DuBose and 
writer Linda Bloom spent a 
weekend visiting the folks at the 
Greater Leipsic Multi-Site Parish 
to get a sense of how this model 
for rural ministry is working. You 
can read the rural church Har-
vest of Hope series at http://bit.ly/
hYRwo5.
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Liberialetters from

MONROVIA, Liberia --  February 2006 
was our first trip to consider a conference to 
conference partnership. Today nearly 250 peo-
ple from IGRC have experienced this journey. 
This is God’s partnership -- not ours -- and God 
continues to call others to go. 

Being in Liberia certainly is a “risk taking 
mission”. Besides the physical challenges of 
travel on difficult roads and heat, we face the 
potentiality of contracting malaria and typhoid. 
Daily life in Liberia is a constant reminder of 
an ever present reliance upon God. Liberia is 
far, far away from our comfort zones. 

IGRC teams travel to Liberia to participate 
in specific projects or to conduct workshops 
and trainings. We have completed numerous 
projects and countless children, youth and 
young adults are attending school. Many wells 
have also been dug throughout Liberia. 

We have completely rebuilt and renovated 
15 churches. Others are currently under con-
struction including New Hope UMC – a Bassa 
congregation who found each other seeking 
refuge in Monrovia during the war and yearned  
to worship in their own dialect. Their struggles 
and survival stories are powerful, but their faith 
in God and their determination to have their 
own church completed are far greater. 

IGRC has built seven schools and John 
Kofi Asmah United Methodist School in West 
Point (a crowded slum area of Monrovia) is 
currently under construction. The three-story 
school will be the ONLY high school in an area 
of more than 60,000 people. This school will 
be a powerful beacon of hope for West Point. 
West Point is a place where even many Libe-
rians will not go, but IGRC and The United 
Methodist Church of Liberia are there. 

The projects and training are what bring 
us to Liberia. However, we soon learn that we 
have more to learn from our brothers and sis-
ters in Liberia than we can ever offer. Often 
team members in Liberia comment, “I thought 
I was coming to Liberia to help change Liberia, 
but I am the one who is changed.”  It happens 
every time!  We come to realize through the 
great faith of our friends in Liberia the shallow-
ness of our own faith and we are drawn closer 
to God. Our Liberian partnership is an amazing 
faith builder because of people – not projects.

The IGRC/Liberia partnership  focuses on 
getting to know and understand people who 
have tremendous faith and hope even though 
their country is still war torn. These faithful 
and dear friends pray for us daily. They pray 
for all of  IGRC and not just for those who 
have funded projects or traveled to Liberia. 
They pray for team members by name before 
we touch foot on their soil. Before the arrival 
of each IGRC mission team some people in 
Liberia fast for three days and others fast for 
21 days. While there we are covered daily with 
their prayers. 

I believe walking this faith journey hand in 
hand and working side by side our brothers and 
sisters in Liberia are the ultimate goals of our 
work in Liberia. Our partnership is so much 
more than projects, trainings and buildings. No 
building or project can draw us closer to God 
or transform our individual spiritual walk. 

As I write about our conference partner-
ship with the Liberia Annual Conference and 
the faith journey we have been walking with 
Christ half the world away, I am reminded of 
words from a Liberian sister on our fourth trip 
to Liberia. I will never forget Martha’s words: 
“Bunny, it’s different when IGRC teams come 
to Liberia.”  My questions to her were “What 
do you mean it is different?  You have hosted 
many groups visiting Liberia. How are our 
teams different?”

Martha’s answer was simple, yet pro-
found  as she commented, “It’s different be-
cause when IGRC teams come, they WANT to 
be with us. Your teams take time to talk with 
us. They want to get to know us and what we 
have experienced during the war. They want to 
know how we can hold onto our faith in the 
midst of so much destruction. We laugh and cry 
together. We pray together. It’s just very differ-
ent!”  If we travel to Liberia,  yet never really 
take the time to fellowship with our brothers 
and sisters, we would most certainly miss an 
amazing blessing. 

The apostle Paul writes in Philippians 1:3-
6:  I thank God every time I remember you. In 
all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 
joy  because of your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now, being confident of 
this, that he who began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.

Like Paul, those who have gone to Liberia 
remember with joy those we meet and come 
to know and no ocean can separate the power 
of our prayers for one another. Some have re-
turned two and three times and God continues 
to call others. It is my sincere prayer that we 
have just begun. 

Future teams are planned for Liberia. There 
will be a teacher training trip in July 2011 oth-
ers will join this team for other projects. We 
have been advised not to be in Liberia during 
the election; therefore, the October 2011 team 
will be postponed. Mission teams to Liberia 
will resume in February 2012 following the Li-
berian presidential election and inauguration. 
Let us all remember to pray for Liberia that the 
fall 2011 presidential election will be peaceful. 

God continues to be faithful to call the right 
people at the right times to journey to Liberia. 
What about you?  If God is calling you to Libe-
ria or if your congregation wants to know more 
about our IGRC partnership, please contact  
bwolfe@igrc.org.

‘The Trip Makes all the Difference’
Five years later, IGRC’s mission with Liberia grows deeper
By Bunny Wolfe, IGRC Missions and Outreach Coordinator

Photo courtesy of Bunny Wolfe.

Photo courtesy of Bunny Wolfe.
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Liberialetters from

MONROVIA, Liberia -- In January 2011, 
the LaMoine River District  completed its sec-
ond mission work team to Liberia to work in 
Tubmanburg, a 90-minute drive northwest out 
of Monrovia. The A.B. Anderson UMC in Tub-
manburg sits along one route to Sierra Leone 
and it was heavily damaged and looted several 
times during the war. 

In February 2007,  A.B. Anderson, Jr., was 
clear that the war devastated the town, church 
and parsonage, but it did not deter their hope. 
While standing in the doorway of the looted 
church and looking through the rusted, leaky 
roof and seeing only one rickety pew left in the 
church, he calmly said: “I don’t know why God 
brought you here, but there must be a reason.” 

As we commented on the condition of the  
building and the looting by several rebel fac-
tions, he said: “Before the war we had every-

thing!  We didn’t have to depend upon others 
for anything. Our offerings were sufficient to 
support this church. We had pews, windows, 
ceiling, electricity, a choir – everything,  but the 
war has made us beggars. Yet as people of God 
we have to have hope. They can take everything 
away, but they can’t take away our hope!”

Holding Onto Hope with the People of Libe-
ria is the theme of our conference partnership. It 
is not our hope – it is a hope that wells up from 
deep within our brothers and sisters in Liberia. 
It is a testimony of God’s protection and power 
that kept them through years of war and con-
tinues to sustain them. It is that same hope that 
transforms us when we journey to Liberia. It is a 
faith and hope that many of us in the U.S. never 
experience or fully realize. It is a hope that only 
God can provide. 

The A.B. Anderson UMC is located in the 
St. Paul River District of Liberia which is part-
nered with our LaMoine River District. In Janu-
ary 2009, the first team from LaMoine River 

District visited the A.B. Anderson UMC and 
provided funds for a new roof and ceiling. In 
January 2011, Rev. Randy and Laura Robinson 
from LaMoine River District returned to Libe-
ria along with Carol and Dennis Rankin, Rev. 
Kathryn Herring, Rev. Mark Dickerson and Pa-
tricia Estes. The team laid tile on the floor of 
A.B. Anderson UMC and resumed construction 
work on a library for the Anderson-Weamah 
UM School, also in Tubmanburg. The LaMoine 
River District has raised more than $30,000 for 
these Tubmanburg  projects and has received a 
matching grant of $25,000 from the Fellheimer 
Trust of Macomb Wesley UMC. 

Our first trip to Tubmanburg this year was 
intermittently interrupted by a flat tire and brake 
repair on our rented van while en route, fol-
lowed by another flat tire on a taxi that came to 
carry us onto Tubmanburg. It was a challenge 

every day to reach Tubmanburg, but God pro-
vided what was needed. 

Dennis and Carol Rankin worshipped at 
their partner church in St. Paul River District, 
the New Georgia UMC. We returned with 
the entire team to visit the New Georgia UM 
School, also supported by Living Faith UMC in 
Bowen. Matching partnership banners will soon 
hang in each of these partner churches. 

Joining the team from LaMoine River were 
Rev. Marc Brown, Carol Russell, Brenda Derry, 
Bryce Falk and Renee Gage of Canton Wes-
ley UMC. Everyone worked at Tubmanburg 
and then traveled to visit three sites in Gompa 
District where Canton Wesley has built Bor-
poaynee, Gelepa and Kpain United Methodist 
Churches and the parsonage at Kpain. 

One of the praise choruses in Liberia refers 
to our “able God.”  While in Liberia we experi-
ence firsthand God’s ability to keep, protect and 
surround us. Truly, God is able!

Canton Wesley works on second mission trip
By Bunny Wolfe, IGRC Missions and Outreach Coordinator

Photo courtesy of Canton Wesley. Photo courtesy of Canton Wesley.

Photo courtesy of Canton Wesley.

Photo courtesy of Canton Wesley.

Photo courtesy of Canton Wesley.



We started the day off easy, we slept in and then went off to the 
bishop’s house while we waited for everything to be ready for our 
journey to Ganta.

Our adventure began as we set out. We went to New Hope UMC 
in Monrovia and witnessed them dedicating the opening of their new 
church building. This was a structure that had half of the concrete 
flooring poured and no plaster on the brick walls, but the building 
could house worship now and the people were excited to begin. Bish-
op Palmer spoke of the way he hoped the church in America could 
learn to serve the Lord with things that are not yet perfect.

We then set out for Ganta and the long, rough road. We had a 
radiator overheat and that shut us down for a short time. From there 
we got many miles out but had a breakdown of our driveshaft on the 
van. We took refuge in the local Lutheran church, the Zeanzue Ko-
lila area. That morning, I posted that in Psalm 66 we read of God’s 
goodness and I was reassured of that as together we experienced the 
hospitality of strangers while we waited for a new ride that evening. 
Truly God is great and we were on a great adventure for our God.

Psalm 66 talks about the goodness of God. I read this psalm this 
morning as we began our adventure in Liberia. As we are here it is 
so quick for us to see where there are needs and where God could 
use us. I find it fitting though that this Psalm got us started with the 
goodness of God. 

Even though there will be needs and there will be suffering we 
rest assured of the goodness of our God who has provided us with 
life, these relationships we are fostering and the love we find in 
Christ. As we are here we are excited for this goodness of our God.

As a note, I wrote the last bit before we got into Ganta.  We made 
it there that night a little after midnight and called it a night. God 
truly was at work through all of this, great things he has done.
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Perhaps one of oddest mixes of mission 
workers to descend upon Monrovia left the Il-
linois Great Rivers Conference in a snow storm 
on Jan. 20 and arrived on a humid 90 degree 
evening in Monrovia the next day.  This group 
of five persons consisted of four child thera-
pists from Chaddock in Quincy and an environ-
mental health specialist from Kumler UMC in 
Springfield.

The mission of Karen Buckwalter, Thomas 
Donovan, Angel Knoverek and Michelle Robi-
son of Chaddock was to show the love of Christ 
through training nearly 200 teachers, house par-
ents, and seminarians how to meet the special 
needs of children who have experienced trauma 

in their lives.  Meanwhile, Ken Runkle from the 
Illinois Department of Public Health was sam-
pling wells and providing health information to 
persons who used those wells.

The Chaddock Team led workshops at the 
Bishop Judith Craig UM School, the J.J. Rob-
erts UM School, the Gbarnga School of Theol-
ogy, the Ganta UM School, and the J.L Morris 
UM School.  First, they explained attachment 
theory, which is the concept that an infant’s ear-
liest experiences of being cared for affects all 
future relationships. They taught about how the 
brain functions normally and how trauma af-
fects the brain.  They taught how to recognize 
and be sensitive to persons affected by trauma, 
and how to use techniques like Theraplay® 
games to help them gain trust again.  Workshop 
participants got to play some of these games, 
much to their education and enjoyment.

Another aspect of understanding trauma is 
knowing how to teach the brain to calm down 
from a state of fear.  One technique used to do 
this is mindfulness, which was used to help par-
ticipants recognize their internal states, includ-
ing fear and using calming methods to deal with 
it, such as relaxation breathing and progressive 
muscle relaxation.

Runkle found that most of the shallow wells 
in Monrovia, Gbarnga and Ganta were contami-
nated with coliform bacteria, some including E. 
coli.  He recommended that water from these 
supplies be boiled for five minutes before con-
sumption, or treated with the appropriate ratio 
of bleach per volume of water.

Wells in the West Point area of Monrovia, 
a high density high poverty area where the UM 
church is building a new school, were also con-
taminated with high levels of nitrates, which 
are particularly harmful to babies 6 months old 
or younger.  West Point residents lack the re-
sources to buy bottled water for their infants and 
public water is not available.

Assistant Pastor Sam Quarshie of J.K. As-
mah UMC in West Point hopes the building of 
the new UM school there will ultimately lead to 
increased public services for this local parish. 

This team returned to America in early Feb-
ruary, having been affected by the faith and 
kindness of the people of Liberia perhaps more 
than they had affected those whom they trained 
and worked with. 

Trauma Training and Well Water Sampling

Photo courtesy of Bunny Wolfe.

A long trip to Ganta
By Eric Swanson, Peoria First UMC

(Editor’s note: Eric Swanson was one of a group of ordi-
nands that traveled to Liberia Feb. 5-19. The following is 
one of two different blogs filed on Feb. 7 from Liberia).

Photo courtesy of Justin Snider
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I can only describe it as miraculous... 

By January 2010, we had spent a year praying and planning to plant 
three new churches in Liberia. We worked with our dear brother and Weala 
District Superintendent, Rev. Paye Mondolo, to identify the target areas, buy 
land in each location, and have a pastor ready to take over each site. Our goal 
was clear: to have a three-day crusade in each place that would result in a 
new church. 

The process was also well defined. The soon-to-be-assigned pastor 
would work with United Methodist Christians in the area to put up flyers 
and spread the word several days before the crusade. 

On the first day, our team would canvass the area inviting people to come 
to the Jesus film that night. On the second night, we would hold an evange-
listic worship service and invite people to follow Jesus. The next morning, 
new converts would be baptized, everyone would be introduced to their new 
pastor, and BOOM—a new church would be born!

We knew the plan. We just weren’t prepared for how the Holy Spirit 
would move. 

On the first night, the local Christian band we hired drew people from 
every direction with upbeat music that created an atmosphere of celebration. 
When the Jesus film was shown, people were transfixed. As the Gospel of 
Luke was portrayed, it was the first time many people had heard the story 
of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection in their native language, Kpelle (pro-
nounced pay-lay). 

It was also the first time some of them had seen a movie. When the last 
reel ended, a simple invitation was given to accept this Jesus into their lives 
as their personal Savior and Lord. Hundreds of hands shot up in the air 
as the crowd surged to the stage to receive prayer. We didn’t have enough 
people to pray for each person individually, so we resorted to simply touch-
ing their hands and blessing them. Those who had not been baptized were 
taken aside, so they could give their names and receive additional prayer.

This scene was played out night after night. At each site, people desired 
to accept Christ by the hundreds. As the second night came to a close, all 
those who had not been baptized were invited to receive basic instruction on 
following Jesus. Pastors and church leaders spent the entire night with this 
group, teaching them, praying with them, and singing together. At dawn, 
they walked about a mile down to a river and were baptized one-by-one into 
their new life in Christ.

In all, we witnessed 120 baptisms over nine days. A week later, we heard 
that 100 more people desired to be baptized. Today these new churches are 
young, growing, and pulsating with life. They have already begun to change 
their communities. 

No doubt they will also transform the world. God knows they are off to 
a good start with 13 changed lives in Illinois.

Changed lives…on two continents
By Roger Ross, Springfield First UMC

(Editor’s note: Roger Ross, senior pastor of Springfield First UMC, 
relates his experience from a January 2010 mission trip to the Wea-
la District).

The music pounded out a beat. The nine-piece band and two singers 
were really letting it go. They sang of God’s goodness. They sang of God’s 
providence, of God’s peace and God’s justice. 

I stood there and allowed the music to envelop me. I swayed a little, 
closed my eyes and prayed. I tried to sing the words, but my voice faltered. I 
gathered myself, tried to sing again, but nothing would come.

Tears came instead. The music continued, and I could feel a great weight 
being lifted off of me. I could feel myself letting go of so much tension. Now 
the tears were flowing freely. Still no words to sing, only a voice crying out, 
drowned out by the music and the singing – “I’m scared.”

A simple, two-word prayer. Again, I cried, “I’m so scared.”  Now a three-
word prayer, it was the limit of my ability to articulate what I was thinking 
and feeling. I reached over to grab my wife’s hand. I squeezed it, held her 
close and said to her, “I’m so scared.” 

It was a lamentation. All I could do was cry out to God in lamentation. 
I know God is with me. I know that God is good. I know that I can do all 
things through Christ. I know that nothing will separate me from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus. Yet in that moment the Holy Spirit was able to break 
into my heart and allowed me to simply lament. Does it mean that I have 
any less faith?  I don’t think so. It was a powerful and incredibly healing 
moment. 

We’ll be spending most of our time in the capital city of Monrovia, 
building a school in the West Point section; and Ganta.

I’m scared. I’m excited too, but in that moment all I could do was cry, 
“I’m scared.”  I’m scared of going to Liberia for two weeks. I’m scared of 13 
hours in a seat not designed for fat Pastors. I’m scared of leaving my girls. 
I’m scared of missing their bedtime story. I’m scared of missing their kisses. 
I’m scared of mosquitoes and infected water. I’m scared of sweltering heat. 
I’m scared of fugitives and the desparately poor and the contagiously sick. 
I’m scared of stories of evil and brutality for which my heart is not prepared. 

I’m scared of moving to Moline a week after I get back from Liberia. 
I’m scared of packing up all our junk. I’m scared of getting it all done in 
time. I’m scared of leaving Chenoa, my church, my friends. I’m scared of 
leaving behind all that we have built. I’m scared for ministries that might 
lose momentum. I’m scared of not preaching every week. I’m scared of not 
knowing every single person I worship with on Sunday. I’m scared of get-
ting lost – not just in a new city, but in the biggest church I’ve ever worked. 
I’m scared of starting from scratch. Despite this fear, I believe.

I believe I’m going to have an amazing trip. I believe I’m going to be 
transformed in ways I cannot even anticipate. I believe I will hear stories of 
hope and redemption that will fill my heart with joy. I believe I am going to 
build relationships with people that will last a lifetime. I believe that when 
I get back to Chenoa we will pack up all our stuff on time. I believe that the 
church in Chenoa will go on strong without me. I believe that the leader-
ship will not lose sight of their mission. I believe that there are tremendous 
people, opportunities and resources in Moline that will allign well with my 
talents and passion. I believe that together we will do great work for the 
Kingdom of God. I believe these things, and yet I’m scared.

I sit here and feel both strong and scared at the same time. It is okay for 
me to be both excited and terrified. It is right, and a good and joyful thing for 
me to wipe away tears one moment, and then smile wide the next. I’m ex-
cited. It doesn’t make me love my family or the people of Chenoa any less. 
I’m sad. That doesn’t mean I can’t enjoy Liberia or Moline. 

I’m scared. It doesn’t make me any less of a  man. It doesn’t mean I don’t 
believe in God. It doesn’t make me a worse pastor. It just means that I’m hu-
man. I’m scared, but I move on. I move on with my family. I move on with 
God. I move on straight into my fear, and that is all that matters.

(Reprinted with permission from the Feb. 3 entry of McCoy’s blog, www.fatpas-
tor.wordpress.com)

I’m scared
By Robb McCoy. Chenoa UMC

(Editor’s note: Robb McCoy was one of the ordinands that trav-
eled to Liberia Feb. 5-19. The following was posted on his blog 

as he prepared for the trip).

Liberia mission trip 2010.
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It was still dark when I first heard them in the distance. 
I quickly got out of bed, threw on some clothes and went outside. In the 

dim light of pre-dawn, I could faintly see a 25- woman platoon dressed in 
pure white making their way across an open field. With a drum encouraging 
their measured steps, their melodic chant grew gradually stronger. 

When they arrived at the place we were staying, the District Superin-
tendent, Rev. Paye Mondolo, came out and they engulfed him in a circle of 
prayer. Through African prayer songs and tribal spoken words, they spiritual-
ly covered their leader for his work that day. Shaking the sleep from his eyes, 
he then prayed for them. As the prayer session drew to a close, they briefly 
greeted me as a guest of this holy moment. Joyfully, they banded together 
to march back to their sleeping quarters over a mile away—a small United 
Methodist Church with a dirt floor. 

These were the deaconesses (lay servants) of the Weala District of the 
United Methodist Church in Liberia. 

Rev. Mondolo told us that each night during the five-day District Confer-
ence, the Deaconesses would get up at 3 a.m. and go to the four fire houses that 
served as the feeding centers for the more than 1,000 people who attended the 
Conference. They prayed over each fire house before the fire was started for 
that day. They would make their way to the District Superintendent’s quarters 
to pray for him, and finally, they would end their miles long prayer walk by 
singing and praying all the way back to the church where they started. 

These women were prayer warriors on an order I have never seen. To 
them, prayer was not a nice thing to do in churchy groups. It was an indis-
pensable force deployed to fend off the schemes of the evil one and to gain 
new spiritual victories. 

They saw clearly the invisible realities of the spiritual world and co-la-
bored with God to see God’s will done on earth as it is in heaven. Small 
wonder that 62 adults came to Christ during the District Conference and were 
baptized in the river on the concluding Sunday. 

The Deaconesses of the Weala District are some of my new heroes. God 
used these spiritually rich women in this desperately poor country to reveal 
the poverty of my prayer life. Maybe some day I will be able to pray like 
them. 

But for now, I will have to start where I am. What I learned from the Dea-
conesses is this: when God’s people humble themselves and pray, God’s hand 
moves in miraculous ways.

An indispensable force
By Roger Ross, Springfield First UMC

(Editor’s note: Roger Ross, senior pastor of Springfield First UMC, shares his experience 
from a January 2009 mission trip).

Photo courtesy of Bunny Wolfe.

District Conference January 2009.

Photo courtesy of Justin Snider

Photo courtesy of Justin Snider
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Embracing Technology and Relationships
Paid, electronic 
subscriptions online
 
 Persons wishing to purchase 
a yearly subscription to The Cur-
rent may now do so online by 

visiting: http://www.igrc.org/subscrip-
tions.
Each IGRC congregation is given a 
certain number of free subscriptions 
for its local church leaders based upon 
size and worship attendance. Addi-
tional subscriptions may be purchased 
for $10 a year.
 Persons may also visit the Online 
Subscription Center to subscribe to 
the electronic version of The Current. 
Once production has been completed 
on an edition of The Current, the 
electronic subscriber is sent a link to 
view the issue that has been posted 
online. There is no limit to the number 
of electronic subscriptions a church/
charge may have and there is no cost 
for electronic subscriptions.
 Future plans are to enable pastors 
and churches to manage their free 
subscriptions online as well, similar to 
updating their subscriptions to Inter-
preter magazine at the general church 
level.
 Persons may also subscribe to a 
number of electronic newsletters by 
visiting www.igrc.org and selecting 
Communications from the top banner.
 From the Communications page, 
click “Sign Up for Our E-newsletters.” 
Persons who already are subscribed 
to one or more IGRC e-newsletters 
will get a message, “You are already 
subscribed…” and an email will be 
sent to the subscriber to update their 
preferences and choices.
 Persons who are subscribing for the 
first time, upon entering their email 
address, will be given a list of interests 
and e-newsletters to which they can 
subscribe.

Church website 
addresses sought

 IGRC congregations that have estab-
lished websites in operation are asked 
to submit those web addresses to the 
IGRC Communications Team.
 Website addresses can be added to 
the church’s profile in the Church 
Locator section of the IGRC website, 
providing an additional link for per-
sons looking for a church in a particu-
lar area.
 Send the website addresses to Paul 
Black, Director of Communication 
Ministries at pblack@igrc.org Up-
dates will be made as addresses are 
received.

B
ri
ef
s

Whether you use Facebook, Twitter, 
blogs, forums or websites, proper etiquette 
can set the tone for how people view you 
and your church.

Completely avoiding social media eti-
quette pitfalls is difficult because it is such 
a personal world and users’ opinions are 
subjective. However, you can limit the 
chances of embarrassing or annoying peo-
ple by using common-sense guidelines.

Along with adhering to your church’s 
official online communications policy, 
consider the following:
Facebook

•  Greetings and salutations: Whether 
it is your personal page or the church’s 
page, not everyone you want to “friend” 
or “like” will know you. Do not add users 
without introducing yourself. 

•  Avoid unsolicited marketing: If you 
are in a Facebook group for “NFL fans,” 
do not abuse the “invite” ability and send 
out mass notices about your church. Stick, 
for the most part, to the content topics 
identified. 

•  It is all about you: Do not use your 
Facebook page to “over promote” your 
church connection. Facebook is about re-
lationships, not fundraising or events in 
and of themselves. Use your church’s fan 
page for those promotions and more. 

•  Put it in the vault: If people ask you 
to pray for them, they are not asking every-
one to pray for them. If you want to share 
your prayer with others, ask the individual 
who requested it. Remember: If you put it 
on Facebook, it is like putting it on a bill-
board. Consider sending a message rather 
than posting the prayer on someone’s wall. 
It may be better to respond by a personal 
e-mail. Keep private things private. 

Twitter
•  I will follow: Twitter users should 

be respectful. After you sign up to “fol-
low” certain users, invite them to follow 
you. Give people time before you decide 
to stop following them. Be polite. Do not 
“unfollow” someone who has just started 
following you. 

•  Give them love: Do not use Twitter 
for hour-by-hour promotion of you or your 
church. Twitter is about sending 144-char-
acter snippets of interesting information in 
a rapid manner. It involves ongoing reci-
procity—much like personal relationships. 
Information is like love; it should be given 
with no strings attached. The effort is not 
genuine if you have an ulterior motive. 

•  Keep it short: Twitter limits charac-
ters in a message just as you should limit 
the messages in a conversation. Do not use 
a Twitter feed as a chat room. 
YouTube

Let YouTube do what it is designed to 
do. The value of the videos you post will 
be apparent by the number of views. Con-
stantly asking others to view your videos 
is amateurish and annoying.

Social News Sites
When using social media news sites 

such as Digg, Sphinn, Mixx, Reddit and 
Tip’d, maintain your professional perso-
na. Stay on topic with your submissions, 
be respectful in your comments, and be a 
give-and-take participant — reciprocating 
votes and not repeating posts. 
Blogging

•  Give sources their due: Using com-
mentary and ideas from others in your 
blog keeps things interesting. However, 
don’t use content from another blog with-
out attributing (and linking to the original 
source). 

•  Add variety: People don’t want to 
read about the same thing over and over. 
Current events provide an ongoing re-
source. When news is slow, consider writ-
ing about a personal experience or obser-
vation that offers insight, meaning or a 
glimpse behind the scenes. Don’t repeat a 
blog entry even if it’s been a while since 
you’ve written about it. Readers will re-
member and think you can’t come up with 
original material. 

•  Be humble: While blogs certainly 
are good places for personal opinion, don’t 
overdo it. You will come off as boorish if 
you don’t acknowledge the valid opinions 
of others. If you are wrong, acknowledge 
the wrongdoing and focus on the lesson 
you learned.  
In general...

...It is a good idea as a church leader to 
do the following:

•  Limit frequent mass communication. 
•  Encourage church members to share 

birth announcements and other news on 
a designated Web site page or Facebook 
posting rather than having them e-mail ev-
erybody in the church directory. Similarly, 
avoid multiple mass messages from the 
pastor or church staff, i.e., “It’s fundrais-
ing time again!” Use mass broadcasts only 
when vital information must be distributed 
quickly.

•  Make online information accessible. 
•  Not everyone participates in social 

media at the same level. Your church web-
site can close this gap. Think about your 
home page as the front page of a newspa-
per, and the group Facebook pages, RSS 
feeds and blogs as the special “sections.” 
Provide links to these and explain how 
people can register and use these social 
media tools.

The Dos and Don’ts:  A social media etiquette handbook
By United Methodist Communications

Are you using social media to strength-
en relationships within the church or are 
you just creating more noise? 

A recent national study of church 
members reports that most churches are 
using social media to supplement e-mail. 
In other words, social media is just another 
tool to push out messages – or more noise. 
As a result, many churches do not realize 
the full potential of social media to engage 
their congregations. 

The study, published in July 2010 by 
Buzzplant, a Tennessee-based social-me-
dia marketing company, involved more 
than 400 church members across the coun-
try. The study reports that although 61 per-
cent of those surveyed said their church 
uses some form of social media, typically 
Facebook, only 18 percent of respondents 
indicated their church seeks or solicits 
their feedback through social media. Their 
churches employ these emerging tools, 
not as a method to engage, but as another 

way to push out notices about events, 47 
percent; youth activities, 34 percent; and 
volunteer needs, 20 percent. Only about 
one-third of respondents were involved in 
small groups where they used social media 
to discuss their studies. 

For such a “hot” technology, normal 
church practices have rendered Facebook, 
Twitter and similar services as relatively 
ineffective.   This performance did not 
reflect a lack of interest in social media 
among church members. Two out of three 
indicated they would follow church lead-
ers on social media if they knew how to 
connect with them. Instead, churches must 
establish communications strategies that 
acknowledge and embrace the “connec-
tional” nature of these technologies.   

It is not enough to get someone to “fol-
low” the church or church leaders. The fo-
cus must become to create conversations. 
The true power of social media comes 
from exchanging ideas and opinions. 

Churches must be intentional in encourag-
ing members to engage in this exchange. 

To make your social media efforts 
more effective, the newsletter has recom-
mended that churches:

•  Set up a group page where you can 
  post news, a church calendar and 
  event invitations.
•  Create polls to gather information 
   and opinions.
•  Set up discussion pages and post 
   questions.
•  Encourage groups to create pages 
   for their resource discussions.
•  Tie Facebook to your podcasts, 
   photos and blogs.
•  Engage in reciprocal links with 
   members.
•  Promote your Facebook group page 
   in bulletins, newsletters and other 
   communications materials.

Church ‘noise’ is the ‘spam’ of social media
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Developing Discipleship Systems

The deadline for registration for the 
March 11 -12 event, Studying God’s Word 
and Transforming the World is Friday, 
March 4, 2011.

Internationally-known preacher and 
storyteller Rev. Grace Imathiu will be the 
featured speaker for the event which will 
be held at Cahokia Park UMC.

The event is the latest in the Deeper 
Still discipleship events, sponsored by the 
New Streams Team. The retreat will ex-
plore how our engagement with Scripture 
leads us into mission and ministry in our 
community and beyond, often in partner-

ship with others who have similar goals.
Cost for the retreat is $25 per person 

through Feb. 11 or $20 per person if three 
or more attend from the same church.  Af-
ter Feb. 11, the cost is a flat $35 per person 
with no group discount.

Registration includes lunch on Sat-
urday, snacks and drinks throughout the 
event, and all event materials. 

Child care on Friday evening and a 
children’s program on Saturday will be 
available on site for children ages 3-10 for 
$5 per child for the entire event. Please 
indicate the number of children for child 

care online when you register for the 
event, and registration forms will be sent 

to you separately.
Participants are responsible for their 

own hotel arrangements. As one way to 
seek the good of the community in which 
this event will be held, the design team en-
courages participants to stay at the nearby 
Comfort Inn and Suites in Cahokia.  Call 
the hotel at 618-332-2000 and ask for the 
“Deeper Still Event” block prior to March 
1.

This event may qualify for advanced 
lay speaking renewal. Interested Lay 
Speakers should contact their District Di-
rector of Lay Speaking Ministry for fur-
ther details and the required continuing 
education form. 

A new Fruitful Congregations Leader-
ship Institute (FCLI) will begin on March 
19-20 at Galesburg Emmanuel UMC. The 
FCLI is being offered by the Office of 
Congregational Development and hosted 
by the Spoon River District. 

The March 19-20 workshop is Radical 
Hospitality: How to Reach More People 
and will be led by Mike Crawford, IGRC 
Coordinator of Congregational Develop-
ment.

More information and a registration 
form is available for download at www.
igrc.org/FCLI.

The cost for a church team to attend the 
workshop (and cluster coaching) is $250. 

The registration cost is for a team of four 
to six people and includes snacks and Sat-
urday lunch. Additional meals and lodg-
ing, if needed, are not included.

If you are interested in learning more 
about the FCLI process, contact Mike 
Crawford, Coordinator of Congregational 
Development (mcrawford@igrc.org). 

The 2 ½ year process FCLI process is 
designed to bring new life and fruitfulness 
to congregations. The process includes 
five workshops, each based on one of the 
practices of fruitful congregations (Five 
Practices of Fruitful Congregations, by 
Bishop Robert Schnase). To participate, 
a congregation must send a team to each 

event that includes the pastor and three to 
five laity. In between workshops, cluster 
coaching will be provided to encourage 
churches to move forward in their imple-
mentation plans. 

Twenty-four churches are participat-
ing in the first FCLI hosted by the Ver-
milion River District and are gaining new 
momentum in ministry. A couple com-
ments include, “Fruitful Congregations 
has helped us so very much” and “Fruit-
ful Congregations rocks!!” Other churches 
have indicated that the timing of the work-
shops has been such that it helped answer 
the very questions they were asking.


Radical hospitality to be focus of second FCLI gathering

Final registration deadline for Deeper Still event:  March 4
By Paul Black

The 23rd Annual Handbell Festival, 
sponsored by the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference Chapter of the Fellowship of 
United Methodists in Music and Worship 
Arts (UMMWA), will be held on Satur-
day, March 26, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 
the Northfield Inn Suites and Conference 

Center in Springfield.
A registration form can be downloaded 

by visiting the Conference Calendar and 
clicking on the FUMMWA Handbell Fes-
tival link on March 26.

Registration cost is $35 per person 
if a member of the Fellowship, $40 for 

non-members. Registrations will be ac-
cepted through Feb. 26. Late registrations 
after Feb. 26 are non-refundable and will 
be $45 for a Fellowship member, $50 for 
non-members. Substitutions with same 
bell assignment can be made by notifying 
Marilyn Hirschman at mjhir@aol.com, by 

mailing her at: P. O. Box 138, Farmer City, 
IL  61842-0138 or by calling 309-928-
2067. Fees include a morning snack and 
lunch. Registrations are limited to the first 
225 registrants.


WASHINGTON, D.C. – To help con-
gregations develop secure and reliable 
funding to support ministry, the Lewis 
Center for Church Leadership is hosting 
its annual funding conference and releas-
ing an accompanying DVD/CD Resource 
Guide.

 Conference
 The half-day Funding Your Ministry 

in Changing Times conference will be held 
Saturday, March 26, from 9 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. on the campus of Wesley Theologi-
cal Seminary in Washington, DC. Build-
ing on the Lewis Center’s continuing work 
in funding ministry, this conference will 
explore congregational funding issues 
through plenary presentations by Lovett 

H. Weems, Jr., Distinguished Professor 
of Church Leadership and Director of the 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership at 
Wesley Theological Seminary, and David 
McAllister-Wilson, President of Wesley 
Theological Seminary. It will also include 
workshops on a variety of subjects led by 
the presenters and Lewis Center staff.

 The workshop topics are: Developing 
an Operating Budget, The Three Pillars of 
Giving, Developing a Dashboard of Key 
Financial Indicators, Building and Fund-
ing a Capital Budget, Fostering Generos-
ity in Children, Youth and Stewardship, 
and Investing Church Funds Wisely.

 Clergy and laity may find more in-
formation and register at http://www.

churchleadership.com.
 DVD/CD Resource Guide
The Funding Your Ministry in Chang-

ing Times DVD/CD Resource Guide will 
be released in April. The resource will 
include video recordings of plenary pre-
sentations from the conference as well 
as workshop PowerPoint presentations, 
templates, handouts, and other resources 
which are useful in congregational set-
tings.

 Both conference attendees and non-at-
tendees may preorder the Resource Guide 
by March 26, for a reduced price at http://
www.churchleadership.com. 


Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary is sponsoring a consultation 
for congregations, Partners In Educa-
tion (PIE), who have significant edu-
cational ministries in their communi-
ties.  The event will be held Thursday, 
April 7, at St. Luke’s UMC in India-
napolis. The purpose of this event is to 
bring together leaders of United Meth-
odist congregations who are involved 
in K-12 education to:

•  Learn about present ministries 
   in public and private schools;

•  Strategize regarding new 
    partnerships in underserved 
    communities;

•  Explore ideas of providing 
 internship opportunities for 
 students through UMC colleges, 
 universities, and seminaries, and;

•  Develop a network of support for 
 congregations who are engaged  
 in such ministries. 
This event will be an explora-

tion into how The United Methodist 
Church can develop a system of sup-
port for congregations who are in-
volved in these ministries.

All information, including regis-
tration details, can be found at www.
garrett.edu/pie.  

Starting New Churches and Revitalizing Existing Ones

Lewis Center to host conference, offer resource on funding ministries

Garrett to sponsor 
congregation consultation

FUMMWA Handbell Festival March 26 at Springfield’s Northfield Inn and Conference
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Imagine No Malaria

The United Methodist Church’s am-
bitious goal for Imagine No Malaria is to 
eradicate malaria by 2015 in sub-Saharan 
Africa, which has 90 percent of worldwide 
deaths from malaria. 

In 2010, the Illinois Great Rivers Con-
ference joined this commitment. Bishop 
Gregory V. Palmer challenged the confer-
ence to raise between $2.3 and 3.5 million 
over a three-year period. Training for this 
initiative began in the Spoon River District 
last year and other districts have or are 
launching their efforts in early 2011.

The United Methodist Church has had 
a missions presence in Africa for more 
than 160 years, establishing hospitals and 
clinics in very remote places where other 
organizations have little or no presence. 
This existing network provides on-the-
ground staff and distribution points to 
combat malaria, the most devastating dis-
ease in Africa.

Many churches have participated in 
the Nothing But Nets project co-founded 
by The United Methodist Church with the 
National Basketball Association and other 
partners. This project has provided mos-
quito nets to people in Africa and helped 
them learn how to use them. Most recently, 
Imagine No Malaria delivered bed nets to 
Sierra Leone and Spoon River District Su-
perintendent Janice Griffith and Sangam-
on River District Lay Leader Pete Paulson 
were among the delegation delivering 

300,000 bed nets. 
Because of the bed nets, a child dies 

every 45 seconds from malaria – an im-
provement of nearly one-third from the 
one death in every 30 seconds which was 
occurring when Nothing But Nets was 
launched.

Imagine No Malaria builds upon Noth-
ing But Nets. Mosquito nets alone cannot 
overcome malaria, and that is why Imag-
ine No Malaria has developed a four-part 
strategy:

•  Prevent the spread of malaria by 
   continuing to distribute bed nets, 

   teaching people how to us them ef
   fectively, and breaking the mosquito 
   life cycle by draining standing water 
   where insects breed.

•  Treat existing and new infections by 
   equipping existing hospitals and 

   community health workers with 
   rapid diagnosis kits and 
   combination therapies of life-saving 
   medicines. Because children under 
   age 5 and pregnant women are most 
   likely to die from malaria, 
   Imagine No Malaria is focusing on 
   these two groups.

•  Educate people in rural areas about 
   how they can protect themselves 
   from mosquitoes and the illnesses 
   they carry by activities such as 
   trimming foliage and emptying 
   containers that might hold stagnant 
   water.

•  Communicate by deploying radios, 
   cell phones and citizens to spread 
   life-saving information since Africa 
   as a continent does not rely on 
   newspapers.

Because of global partners working 
with The United Methodist Church, 100 
percent of donations will go to helping in-
dividuals in Africa.  Because of the IGRC 
partnership with Liberia, 51 percent of all 
donations will be earmarked for malaria 
efforts in Liberia. The remaining 49 per-
cent will be put into a general pool of mon-
ey for education and prevention in which 
health facilities throughout Africa (includ-
ing Liberia) may apply for funds to assist 
in their outreach efforts.

For more information, visit www.imag-
inenomalaria.org or the Conference’s 
INM Page at www.igrc.org/imaginenoma-
laria  Both the denomination and confer-
ence campaigns have Facebook pages in 
which persons may join. 


To assist in fundraising efforts, the 
IGRC Communications Team has de-
signed a shirt for members of the IGRC 
SWAT Team and you can become a mem-
ber by ordering a t-shirt.

The cotton t-shirts are military green 
in color and bear the words “Imagine No 
Malaria: Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
SWAT Team” with a mosquito on the back 
of  the shirt about to swatted by the web-
bing of a flyswatter.

The design is the creation of IGRC 
graphic designer Natalie Rowe.

Orders for the t-shirts can be placed 
online at: www.igrc.org/INMSupplies. The 
cost of the t-shirts are $16.25 for small, 
medium, large and XL; $17.50 for XXL 
and $18.75 for XXXL. The cost includes a 
tax-deductible $10 donation  over the cost 
of the shirt – the price of a malaria bed net.

Postage for one to three shirts is $4.95; 
four to six shirts, $9.95 and orders of sev-
en or more shirts will be shipped postage 
paid.
Coin collection cans to assist INM 
campaign

Coin collection cans which can be used 
to collect spare change for the Imagine No 
Malaria campaign are available through 
the Conference Center.

The collection cans, which measure 3 
inches in diameter and are 5 ½ inches in 
height, will make their debut at with the 
youth Se-
nior High 
YAR Feb. 
25-27, and 
at Covenant 
K e e p e r s 
2011 Feb. 
2 8 - M a r c h 
1 in Peoria. 
The I-CAN 
c a m p a i g n 
is one of 
s e v e r a l 
fundraising 
components 
that assist 
in achieving 
the $2.3 to 
3.5 million 
goal. 

T h e 
colorful la-
bel, designed by IGRC graphic designer 
Natalie Rowe, features the words, “I Can 
Imagine No Malaria…I Can Help.” The 
can also has a plug in the bottom so that 
cans can be emptied when full and refilled 
again. Churches are asked to develop a 

collection plan to allow fund collections to 
be ongoing.

To request coin collection cans, com-
plete an 
online or-
der form 
at: www.
i g rc . o rg /
I N M S u p -
plies.  A 
donation of 
$1 is sug-
gested to 
offset the 
cost of the 
can and la-
beling. The 
cans will 
be shipped 
as requests 
are re-
ceived and 
as supplies 
are avail-
able.

Host a house party for Imagine 
No Malaria

Yes, raising money is a priority when it 
comes to throwing a house party for Imag-
ine No Malaria. But it’s bigger than that. 

It’s about saving children’s lives. It’s about 
fixing something that is fixable; healing 
something that is healable; preventing 
something that is preventable. At your 
house party, you have the opportunity to 
put faces on those who suffer. We believe 
when your guests see those faces and hear 
the stories of both sorrow and joy, they 
will be moved to do the right thing . . . the 
giving thing.

Just invite folks who like to have a 
good time. Throw in a little food. Mix in 
a lot of fun. Do it all to make a difference. 
And before you can say “party hearty,” 
your Imagine No Malaria house party will 
have raised enough money to provide life-
saving medicine, health training and mos-
quito nets to protect children and adults 
from malaria in Africa.

Visit www.imaginenomalaria.org/
houseparty. Register your house party and 
order any resources you might need and 
download additional information. Invite 
your guests to make a contribution and 
send those contributions to the Conference 
Office, marked for Imagine No Malaria.

 So, get the party started! All you need 
to be a house party host or hostess is a 
heart for the children of Africa . . . and 
for their mothers and fathers. It’s a good 
cause. Make it your cause. 

Imagine No Malaria – nothing but ‘Nets Plus’ strategy

Join the IGRC SWAT Team: Ending malaria and starting a brighter future 

In Cote d’Ivoire, 300,000 nets were distributed in a recent Imagine No Malaria bed net distribution.
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Imagine No Malaria

Every 45 
seconds, an in-
nocent child in 
Africa dies of 
malaria.  We can 
make a differ-
ence!

Every child means the world to some-
one.  In my case, a little boy in Liberia 
named Randy Quire means the world to 
me.  Why?  Because on May 8, 2006, the 
day he was born, his father called me on the 
way to the hospital to say that if this child 
was a boy, he would be named Randall.  
Actually, this was a tribute to the churches 
of the LaMoine River District, who just six 

weeks earlier had raised well over $20,000 
to support the struggling orphanage where 
my friend was director.  Your generous re-
sponse met such a deep need in his life and 
ministry, that he responded in a way which 
seemed appropriate to him.  He gave his 
son my name.  How humbling.

In each of Randy Quire’s first four 
years, he has suffered life-threatening ef-
fects from malaria.  Last September he 
was diagnosed with 2+ malaria, twice the 
number of parasites than a “normal” case.  
For children under five, 2+ malaria is often 
fatal.  

Malaria infects quietly.  But its wake 
is catastrophic.  One bite from an infect-

ed mosquito can transmit a tiny parasite 
(plasmodium) into a person’s bloodstream.  
The onset of symptoms may take days or 
weeks, but the fever, chills, vomiting, and 
severe pain of full-blown malaria are de-
bilitating.  Without a complete course of 
the proper treatment—quickly—malaria 
can lead to anemia, convulsions, organ 
failure and death. (quoted from Imagine 
No Malaria resource)

Little Randy’s life hung in the balance 
for 24 hours as he suffered convulsions.  
Thankfully, he was able to be treated at a 
Catholic hospital in Monrovia, Liberia’s 
capital city.  However, access to health 
care is unavailable to many African chil-

dren.  Randy is one of the fortunate ones.  
Last month, after several days of work 

on the mission project at Tubmanburg, 
Laura and I were able to spend a day with 
little Randy and his family.  He is learn-
ing to ride a new bicycle.  He attends pre-
school.  He is part of Liberia’s bright fu-
ture.  

Every child means the world to some-
one.

(Randall Robinson is superintendent of the 
LaMoine River District. Reprinted with permis-
sion from the LaMoine River District’s Feb. 9 
e-newsletter)     



What can you get with a dollar a day?

Not much.

You can buy a soda, something off of 
the dollar menu at McDonald’s or some-
thing at the dollar store. Nowadays, you 
can’t even buy a cup of coffee with a dol-
lar.

What if I told you that you could save 
lives? What if I told you that you could 
save 100 lives with less than a dollar a 

day?
It certainly seems a lot more valuable 

than a can of soda, doesn’t it?
For $28 a month, less than a dollar a 

day, YOU can impact 100 lives.
Impact 100 is the quickest way for in-

dividuals and churches to maximize the 
amount of lives saved through Imagine No 
Malaria.

Churches and individuals across the 
connection have already begun partici-

pating in Impact 100. I encourage you do 
several things. First, consider the success 
of other churches and individuals across 
the connection. Since activity has only just 
begun here in Illinois Great Rivers Confer-
ence, the connection-wide successes from 
other conferences are meant to serve as 
encouragement and vision for your indi-
vidual and church-wide goals.

Second, consider how many lives as a 
church, and as an individual, you can save. 

Individuals and churches who set goals are 
much more likely to maximize their im-
pact, because they have a vision for activ-
ity and an investment in impacting lives.

I leave you with the following two 
questions:

•  How many lives can YOUimpact?

•  How many lives can YOUR 
   CHURCH impact?



Every child means the world to someone
By Randall Robinson, LaMoine River District Superintendent

The value of a dollar:  For less than a dollar a day over three years, you can impact 100 lives
By Brittanie Wilczak, Field Coordinator, IGRC Imagine No Malaria campaign

Rural churches cannot do it on their 
own. It will take a United Methodist con-
nection — and beyond — to revive the ru-
ral church in America.

The key areas of need, and the solu-
tions proposed by many rural leaders, in-
clude the following:

Qualified leaders: 
Tough times require experienced clergy 

well versed in rural needs. New seminary 
graduates, or hard-to-place pastors, do not 
cut it, rural leaders say. Part of attracting 
and keeping good clergy, advocates say, 
involves supporting greater efforts toward 
equal salaries for rural clergy.

At the same time, with limited financ-
es, the rural church needs to explore alter-
natives such as an elder supervising local 
pastors and certified lay ministers in a co-
operative parish, Kemp says. Sociologist 
David Ruesink, leader of the ecumenical 
Rural Church Network, also says churches 
should be open to partnerships with clergy 
from other denominations.

Mission emphasis: 
National and regional church leaders 

often look to urban and suburban areas for 

mission outreach, writing off rural areas as 
a losing proposition, rural church leaders 

say. Rural leaders ask successful church-
es to consider a partnership with a rural 

church, and for the denomination to make 
rural missions a priority.

“In the post-modern world, people are 
looking for community,” Kemp says. “The 
small rural churches may be in a better 
situation to provide that than the suburban 
churches where we’re focusing our atten-
tion.”

The need for resources: 
One suburban size does not fit all. A 

key concern expressed by rural church 
leaders in a 2010 survey is a lack of de-
nominational resources geared to their 
needs. They seek more affordable, relevant 
resources and training sessions for lay and 
pastoral leadership that are geographically 
accessible. 

Equal representation: 
To make sure their voices are heard, 

rural leaders seek proportional appoint-
ments on district, regional and national 
boards and committees.

(From Harvest of Hope, rural church series 
produced by United Methodist News Service)

Key areas of need for rural churches
The Rural Church in America See related story on pg. 8

Brig Barrientes (left) shares a video from his nephew, a marine headed toward Pakistan, with the 
Rev. Bill Patterson (center) and Karl Simon during a men’s group meeting at Leipsic (Ohio) United 
Methodist Church. UMNS photo by Mike DuBose



The 2011 Annual Conference will elect six clergy 
to represent the Illinois Great Rivers Conference at the 
2012 General Conference in Tampa, Fla.

Forty clergy have indicated they would be willing to 
serve if elected by the annual conference.

Price, Dennis - Dennis D Price. Husband; 
Father; Grandfather; Pastor of Troy Unit-
ed Methodist Church, Troy, IL; Pastor of 
Worden United Methodist Church, Wor-
den, IL; Contender of the faith once for all 
handed down to the saints.

Adams, Andy - Graduate of Asbury Theo-
logical Seminary; Ordained in 2007; One 
of few IGRC clergy under 35; Current and 
founding pastor of Quest UMC, with over 
67% adults under 35; Passionate about 
global church and reaching his genera-
tion for Christ – over 25 baptisms and 30 
professions of faith at Quest since 2009.
 

Booker-Jones, Rose - Elder/Full Connec-
tion. Pastor Peoria Bethel UMC; Board of 
Ordained Ministry – served as Chair and 
Vice; COS Instructor; National Program 
Chair, Strengthening Black Church 21st 
Century; Jurisdictional Delegate 2008. 
Called to serve. Committed to Jesus 
Christ and the mission of The Church.

Davis, Sidney - As a child, Sidney attend-
ed General Conference with his father in 
1972.  He became a local pastor in 1983 
and an elder in 1988 -- Sidney has 28 
years of pastoral ministry experience and 
a deep love for God and the people of the 
United Methodist Church.

Harry, Dan - Dan Harry, Superintendent 
of the Illinois River District.  He serves on 
the Conference Board of Ordained Minis-
try, Committee on Native American Min-
istries, Strengthening the Black Church 
Task Force, and Conference Board of 
Trustees.  He previously served as Chair 
-Congregational Development & Visions 
Committee of the former Southern Illinois 
Conference.

Herath, Robert - Directing Pastor of 
Mossville UMC.  He and his wife, Julie, 
have three daughters.  Bob has served 
appointments in both rural communities 
and inner city congregations.  His experi-
ences include serving on Area Committee 
on Episcopacy, Conference Nominating 
Committee, District Committee on Minis-
try,   He is also a Candidacy Mentor.

Lobacz, Steve - I am strong enough to 
be vulnerable, smart enough to recog-
nize mistakes, loved enough to feel God’s 
nudges.  I am stubborn enough to search 
for the good in ornery persons, bold 
enough to speak out and speak up, quiet 
enough to listen well, tall enough to see 
the future’s horizon.

McCoy, Robb - Ordained in 2010, Mc-
Coy served for 4.5 years as the pastor of 
Chenoa UMC before being appointed as 
the associate pastor of Moline-Riverside 
UMC.  In 2010 he played football for the 
Twin City Dawgs. He has recently re-
turned from a trip to Liberia and served 
on the VRD connectional table.

Rev. Mary Arnold, East Peoria First UMC, 
finds joy working with people who are 
growing in their faith and love of Jesus 
Christ.  She has 20 years’ experience 
faithfully serving the local church, district, 
and conference, living and testifying to 
the transforming power of God’s great 
love for all people.

Crede, Gay King - Chaplain at Cunning-
ham Children’s Home.  Served various 
sized congregations since 1983.  Joys: 
Creating uplifting worship, outreach to 
the poor and children, extending God’s 
grace to those excluded. Served on Em-
maus teams and BOM.  Currently on 
Conference Pastoral Care and Counsel-
ing Board and President of the National 
Chaplain’s Association for Youth at Risk.

Goodell, Thomas - Directing pastor at 
Crossroads UMC, a congregation of 800 
worshipers.  Also served as Director of 
the Wesley Foundation at Eastern Illinois 
University, pastor of St. Luke’s UMC in 
Maryville, associate pastor at First UMC 
in Normal, and pastor of Cropsey-Strawn 
UMC.

Hartley, Ted - Johnston City and Stiritz 
United Methodist Church; Delegate to 
2001 World Methodist Conference; Annu-
al Conference Secretarial Staff; CO-Chair 
Fellowship of LP and Associate Mem-
bers; CORR JURISDICTIONAL Meet-
ing Host; Worship Director Illinois Area 
Church Conference; Annual Conference 
Sessions; Wesley Foundation Board; Mt. 
Vernon Children’s Home Board

Isbell, Sara - Lifelong IL UM.  Served: 
campus ministry, children’s ministry, 
downtown church, currently pastor Cha-
tham UMC.  Committees: Cong. Dev., 
Sessions (Worship), Church & Society, 
Sangamon DCOM, Connectional Table.  
GETS 2003; FE 2006.  General/Juris. 
Conf. 2008.  Values: peace, justice, in-
clusiveness, making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world!

Logsdon,  Thomas - has successfully 
served The United Methodist Church on 
all levels from parish pastor to denomi-
national mission executive. Passionate 
about mission, evangelism, and disciple 
formation, he has taught Course of Study, 
13 Schools for License as Local Pastor, 
and 14 Regional and Conference Schools 
of Christian Mission.

Ozment, Timothy - At 16 God called me 
to be a pastor and to ministry within the 
UMC.  BA ‘97, M-Div ‘91, D-Min ’07.  SLP 
‘85, PM ‘90, FM ‘92; currently serving 
Marion Aldersgate.  Served on: Conf. Ed., 
Annual Conf. Sessions, CDC, DCOM, and 
elected to Gen. BOD in 2010.

Bishop, Shane - Senior Pastor of Fair-
view Heights Christ 1997-Present.  Dis-
tinguished Evangelist of the UMC Award 
2010.  General and Jurisdictional Con-
ference delegate 2000, 2004 and 2008.  
Jurisdictional Episcopacy Committee.  
Watching God move at Christ Church has 
fueled my passion for seeing God move 
across our connection.  

Crozier, Kathy - Kathy Crozier, Chair, Or-
der of Deacons: District Leader, Imagine 
No Malaria  (Provisional member: 2005, 
Ordained: 2008).  Kathy’s ministry priori-
ties include proclaiming the Truth found in 
the Bible, exhorting and leading the UMC 
in ministry with the poor, and challenging 
clergy to be faithful to their high calling.

Griffith, Jan - Superintendent (5 years); 
Cabinet Co-Chair (2 years); Chair - 
BOOM; Chair - Order of Elder; Conference 
Hispanic Ministry Team; CCFA; General/
Jurisdictional Conference 2004;  School 
of Congregational Development (4 years).  
Recently participated in 2 events re: GC 
2012 legislation [clergy pension/benefits 
and the financial future of the UMC].

Hempstead, Camilla - Associate pas-
tor, Bloomington Wesley UMC. She has 
served under appointment for 20 years, 
serving on three dCOMs, currently as 
VRD registrar.  She is also a candidacy 
mentor.  She and her husband Jeff (retired 
USAF) have two children.  Her desire is to 
connect people with Christ for a lifetime 
of service.

Lakota-Eastin, Carol - Pastor of Rantoul 
First UMC.  Has served as local pastor, 
missionary with American Indians, pas-
toral counselor. On General Commission 
on Christian Unity and Interreligious Con-
cerns; co-chairs  2012 Act of Repentance 
Task Force/ healing relationships with in-
digenous people; World Methodist Coun-
cil; Native American Comprehensive Plan; 
NCJCONAM

McClarey, Jim - Spouse – Lisa. Children – 
Rachel (24), Eric (22).  Interests – sports, 
reading.  Appointments – Perry/ Baylis/ 
Fishhook, Winchester, Savoy.  Led two 
church building projects, concentrating 
each on how a building is a tool for the 
true work of advancing Christ’s Kingdom 
through evangelism and mission.

Perry, Roger - I am the lead pastor at 
Christ United Methodist Church, East 
Moline, in the beautiful Quad City area 
near THE Great River that borders our 
conference.  I have served as a Jurisdic-
tional Delegate twice and as an alternate 
delegate to General Conference.
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The 2012 General Conference

Clergy Candidates
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Rhein, Alan - I am privileged to serve as 
a local church pastor serving Carbon-
dale First United Methodist Church. I 
have served churches in Mounds, West 
Frankfort, Harrisburg, and Mt. Vernon. I, 
also, served as District Superintendent 
of the Kaskaskia River District from 2002 
to 2009. I was elected Jurisdictional Del-
egate in 2004.

Savage, Gerald L. - is pastor of Wanda 
UMC, Roxana, IL.  He has been a mem-
ber of the IGRC since 1997.  He has and 
continues to serve on several Conference 
and Jurisdictional boards and commit-
tees, some of which he has chaired.  He 
is committed to doing good to the glory 
of God.

Stockle, Rachel - has led churches in a 
variety of settings, from rural to suburban, 
single and multiple point charges.  She 
has served on district and conference 
committees and has been active in Walk 
to Emmaus and Chrysalis throughout the 
state.  She loves the United Methodist 
Church and being a pastor.

Thompson, Jeremiah - Life-long United 
Methodist, Lay Delegate to General Con-
ference in 2000, Lay Delegate to Juris-
dictional Conference 2000, 2004, US2 
Missionary of the UMC 2002-04, Board 
of Directors GBGM 2004-08, Commis-
sioned 2007, Ordained 2010, Associate 
Pastor Mahomet UMC, 2007-present, 
committed to a Wesleyan message of be-
ing evangelical and socially progressive.

White, Howard - Dr. White has experience 
with issues coming before GC, including 
Ordination, Conference Membership, Re-
cruitment, Young Adult Ministry and Cam-
pus Ministry.  BOM, DCOM, Instructor at 
License School and Course of Study.  
Moving to Macomb, has served Urbana 
Wesley Church and Foundation, Bethalto, 
Williamsville, Mt. Vernon, and Wesley’s 
Chapel in London.

J Keith Zimmerman - Served rural/small 
town churches, as well as mid-size/larger 
community churches prior to becoming 
district superintendent; twice co-chair of 
Cabinet; past chair of Board of Ordained 
Ministry; committed to fruitful clergy and 
lay leadership through coaching and 
leadership development; elected del-
egate to 2008 General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. 

Atchinson, Sharon - is a member of Cross 
Road UMC, Cache River District.  A grad-
uate of Southern Illinois University, she is 
a social worker and employed as Director 
of the homeless shelter in Marion, IL. She 
is a retired federal manager and former 
city commissioner. She is a certified lay 
speaker.

Pyatt, Bill - 2008 Jurisdictional Confer-
ence- Reserve delegate; Vice-Chair of 
NCJ Mission Council; Covenant Care 
Team (2001-2008), Study on Ministe-
rial Advocacy (SOMA), co-chair Order of 
Elders (2004-2008). Pastoral Care and 
Counseling 2009-present.  Will research 
issues relevant to IGRC congregations 
and clergy. Will work with others to ac-
complish common goals.

Robinson, Randy - I am passionately com-
mitted to: local churches’ revitalization by 
challenging congregations to practice the 
Wesleyan means of grace consistently; rural 
churches’ empowerment by facilitating co-
operative ministry; clergy well-being through 
covenant discipleship groups for support, 
nurture, accountability; denominational re-
vival through deepening engagement with 
our mission to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ.

Schultz, David - Currently serving Orion, 
David Schultz has also directed a seven-
church cooperative parish. Connection-
ally minded, he has served with the Com-
munications Commission, Connectional 
Table, Personnel Committee, Rural Wit-
ness Team and as a Care Guide. He has 
also written two books, including his lat-
est, “The Mission of Pentecost.”

Swanson, Eric - is a 30 year old recently 
ordained pastor living with his wife Cori in 
Peoria.  Eric has served as a Wesley Foun-
dation director while in seminary, pastor 
of Illinois City & Pine Bluff churches and 
now serves as Contemporary & Missions 
Ministry Pastor at Peoria First UMC.

VanGiesen, Rick - What you really want 
in a Delegate is someone who can grasp 
the complex issues of the day and rep-
resent our annual conference positively. 
Indications are that cataclysmic changes 
in UMC finances and benefits are neces-
sary. I think my experience and relation-
ships could serve the IGRC well in this 
role.

Wilkes-Null, Beverly - I am requesting 
your support because I love Jesus Christ, 
the Church universal, and I am willing to 
work with others to bring about positive 
change.  If elected, I will support pol-
ity changes that will empower the laity, 
strengthen the clergy and renew the local 
church. 

Black, Paul - IGRC Director of Commu-
nications, former Assistant to the Bishop; 
General Conference delegate 2004 and 
2008; member, General Commission on 
Communications. Lay supply pastor for 
27 years. As a former Congressional staff 
member, I am able to wade through vol-
umes of legislation, clarify the issues be-
ing considered and cast an informed vote. 

Reynolds, R. David - I always appreciated 
working with our IGRC as chairperson of 
the Conference Sessions Committee.  As 
a delegate to General Conference, I shall 
continually seek the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit through the Scriptures and prayer 
on all issues.

Ross, Roger - is married to Leanne Klein 
Ross, and they have two rockin’ teenag-
ers, Zach and Jane. Roger has a passion 
for church planting and loves to see lives 
and churches transformed by Christ for 
the transformation of the world. He also 
has a weakness for golf. 

Smith, Julie - Elder (2010).  Married 
(1990) to Joe Schripsema with two chil-
dren, Frankie Ann (12) and Lyndsay Joe 
(7).  BA - 1980 from University of Illinois 
- Springfield; Juris Doctorate - 1988 from 
Southern Illinois University School of Law 
and Master of Divinity, 2007 from Garrett 
Evangelical Theological Seminary.

Sweet, Craig - In my 29th year of ministry 
I continue to feel the call to serve Christ 
and the Church as I ask for your vote to 
be a General / Jurisdictional delegate. I 
am the Chair of our IGRC Nominations 
Team and Pastor of Bourbonnais Grace, 
Vermillion River District. Thank you.

Weatherall, Sylvester - Directing Pas-
tor, Grace and Kumler United Methodist 
Churches, Springfield; graduate McKen-
dree College (1988), Eden Theological 
Seminary (1991); Recipient of the Na-
tional Evangelism Award, and The Harry 
Denman Award; Serves on conference 
committees and jurisdictional commit-
tees and commissions; Elected Delegate, 
2000 and 2004 and First-Alternate, 2008.

Woolever, Jason - graduated from Aus-
tin Seminary in 2002 and was ordained 
as an Elder in 2005. From 2002-2007 he 
served as the Associate Pastor at Pontiac 
FUMC, and he has been at Bethel UMC 
in Mascoutah since July 2007. Jason is 
35-years-old and is a conservative evan-
gelical.

Calvillo, Melissa - is Lay Leader at Car-
thage UMC, 5-year annual conference 
representative, delegate to Jurisdictional 
Conference 2008 and participated in 
General Conference as a reserve dele-
gate.  After seven years working in social 
services, she is pursuing a master’s de-
gree in nursing. She is a Deaconess can-
didate and HANA Scholarship recipient.

Sarah Brian - Member of First UMC, 
Bridgeport; Advanced Lay Speaker; 
Sunday School teacher, member of local 
church board of trustees, member of the 
annual conference on several occasions, 
member of IGRC hospitality committee; 
present chair of Committee on Church 
Location and Building, Kaskaskia District.

Twenty-six laypersons have indicated they would 
be willing to serve if elected by the annual conference.  
Each candidates submitted a 50-word biography to the 

Annual Conference Secretary and is included with their 
photo.

The 2012 General Conference

Lay Candidates



Page 20 Illinois Great Rivers Conference — The Current March 2011

Connor, Susan - I  have been on all  com-
mittees in the Sullivan First UMC, the 
Mattoon First UMC, the Demaree UMC 
and/or  Irvington UMC,  a Certified Lay 
Speaker since 2006, and representa-
tive to Annual Conference  since 1994.  I 
would be grateful for the opportunity to 
serve the IGRC.

Farren, Mindy - I  am an active member 
of Goreville United Methodist Church.  I 
have served as Sunday school teacher, 
UMW President, and as UMW district of-
ficer for Cache River District.  Currently, 
I am Coordinator of our Christian Educa-
tion/ Discipleship Team as well as a Certi-
fied Lay Speaker.

Iutzi, Fred - Age 31, is a fourth genera-
tion member of Carthage FUMC, annual 
conference member since 2006, and Vice 
Chair of the IGRC Nominations Commit-
tee. He was elected First Reserve and 
seated at 2008 Jurisdictional Conference. 
Iutzi’s university work includes agriculture 
and renewable energy, and he assists 
with the family farm.

McCray, Marian - Marian B. McCray, 
member of Cahokia Park UMC; serves as 
District Lay Leader, Mississippi River Dis-
trict; North Central Jurisdiction Commis-
sion on Religion and Race (NCJ-CORR) 
Monitoring Coordinator. Elected delegate 
2000 General and Jurisdictional Confer-
ences; Monitor for 2002, 2004 and 2008 
Jurisdictional Conferences; member of 
monitoring team, 2008 General Conf.

Prass, Alan - Executive Director of Fair-
view Heights Christ.  Member since 
1998.  Retired Lt. Colonel United States 
Air Force.  Ohio State and Embry-Riddle 
graduate.  Married for 25 years to Van-
essa Prass with two children in college.  
Has a passion for connecting people with 
Jesus Christ and growing churches.

Stauder, Anthony - Formational experi-
ences—including lifelong participation 
in Springfield Laurel’s community, Baby 
Fold camp, campus ministries, and at-
tendance at the 2001 World Methodist 
Conference—have nourished Anthony’s 
witness to the grace and love of God in 
Christ Jesus. A 2004 WIU graduate, he 
studied Religion (minor) and served in the 
Student Senate.

Williams, Robin - Age 42, resides in DeSo-
to, Illinois; married 22 years to Kevin Wil-
liams.  Mother of two children, Erin 19 and 
Denton 15.  Member, 22 year, Vergennes 
Wesley UMC (Cache River District). Cur-
rent Chairperson PPR Committee and 
Food Pantry Committee. Current school 
board member at Trinity Christian School 
of Carbondale.

Crawford, Kara - is a lay young adult who 
has been a delegate to the IGR Annual 
Conference for a number of years. She 
has served the UMC in various capaci-
ties, including two quadrenniums on the 
General Board of Church and Society and 
various young people’s committees, both 
conference and jurisdictional.

Hart, Karen - Member of Coal City United 
Methodist Church, Coal City IL.  Director 
of Welcoming/Nurturing Coal City UMC. 
Parish Nurse Coal City UMC. Completed 
Basic Lay Speaking Class 2009. Attended 
Annual Conference as Lay Delegate 2010. 
Have been a member of Coal City UMC 
since 2007. Live in Braidwood IL. with 
husband. 

Kauerhauf, John - IGRC Conference 
Chancellor (attorney) since 2001.  Mem-
ber, First United Methodist Church, 
Springfield, since 1987.  Various FUMC 
board and council leadership posts over 
the last 22 consecutive years.  Active in 
FUMC Music Ministry and Boy Scout 
Troop.  Board Member, Asbury Children’s 
Supper Hour Ministry, Springfield.  Past 
Member, Chatham United Methodist 
Church.

McQuilkin, Mary - has been active at an-
nual conference for eleven years.  She has 
been on the Hospitality Staff every year, 
frequently seen running.  She is also ac-
tive in the children’s ministry at her home 
church.  She would like to represent this 
conference at General and Jurisdictional 
Conference.

Carol Rankin - Being semi-retired from 
special education, I would have time 
and energy to serve.  Formerly a teacher 
at Chaddock; currently serving board of 
Sunset, Chaddock, and Wesley Village; 
teach SS for mentally challenged adults; 
serve on COSROW; Health and Welfare 
chair; Jurisdictional delegate 3 times; 
2011 Liberian mission trip.

Whitaker, Rhonda - General/Juris. Del-
egate 2004, 2008; Conf. Lay Leader, mem-
ber Jurisdictional & Conf. Episcopacy 
Comm,, Conf. Sessions, Nominations, Lay 
leadership Team, CCFA, ECT; President- 
Elect Cunningham Children’s Home Board, 
UMW Rep. Lessie Bates Davis Neighbor-
hood House; Certified Lay-Speaker;  Neo-
ga Grace UMC –Treasurer, Worship Com-
mittee Chair, musician; visited Liberia 2008.

Wilson, J. Lavon - A life member of Grace 
UMC, presently serves on the Conference 
Nomination Committee, Chairperson/
Conference Ethnic Local Church Concern 
Committee and Vice President/Confer-
ence United Methodist Women.  Mrs. Wil-
son has also served on numerous boards 
and committee throughout the connec-
tion and as a delegate to the General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences.

Davis, Ryan - is the son and grandson of 
United Methodist ministers.  Ryan is pres-
ently a member of the Conference Coun-
cil on Finance and Administration.  He is a 
junior at Havana High School.  Ryan has 
attended and served the Illinois Great Riv-
ers Annual Conference as a youth mem-
ber since 2009.

Hunt, Dennis - I have spent my whole life 
in the Methodist organization.  I have been 
a Lay Speaker since 1996.  My personal 
studies have led me to teach and work 
in my church.  I have a website, riverof-
forgiveness.com, which is a testament 
to my years of study.  I have seen many 
changes in my 70 years, and I believe that 
I would make a good representative of our 
shared faith.

Madding, W. Noel - Active Member of 
West UMC, Mt. Erie, IL.  Certified Lay 
Speaker since 1988.  1996 Alternate 
member North Central Jurisdictional Con-
ference; 2000 Alternate member General 
Conference for 3 days; 2000 attended 
North Central Jurisdictional Conference; 
Active in Southern Illinois Wabash Val-
ley Walk to Emmaus and Chrysalis; Work 
Service Tech/ Truck Driver.

Potts, Mike - Married to Jamee since 
1994;  we have a 13 year old daughter 
named Allison.  I have been the Execu-
tive Director of New Horizon UMC for 7 
years, also lay member and leader to An-
nual Conference.  I enjoyed helping as-
sess New Church planters and led Laity 
in Leadership workshops.

Schonert, Steve - Serving God for 55 
years in my: Community – CPA  Church– 
Treasurer, SPRC, Council Chairperson 
Conference – Congregational Develop-
ment, CCFA World – Mission trips to Li-
beria, Haiti, Mexico, Mississippi I believe 
the: Bible is the infallible word of God, 
Book of Discipline should not be changed 
in ways that conflict with God’s word.

Williams, Ava - 38 year member, Confer-
ence Director LSM 2007 to present, Con-
nectional Table, CMT 2004-2008, ERD 
Director LSM 2001-2007, ERDMT  and 
Executive Committee 2001-2007, ERD 
Administrative Assistant 1996-2001, Cer-
tified Lay Speaker 1996 to present, have 
served as parish secretary, Church Coun-
cil Chairperson, Sunday school superin-
tendent, Sunday school teacher, Trustee 
and Youth President.

Wolfe, Bunny - serves IGRC as Missions 
and Outreach Coordinator leading our 
partnership with Liberia and works with 
many committees including Volunteers 
in Mission, Board of Church and Soci-
ety, Disaster Response, United Method-
ist Women, and others.  She is a life-long 
member and understands the world-wide 
nature of The United Methodist Church.

Yockey, Carolyn - I am currently on the 
boards of Women’s Division and the Gen-
eral Board of Global Ministries and con-
tinue to serve the church at all levels. I 
was a delegate to General Conference in 
2000, 2004, and 2008 and am willing to 
serve again, with God’s help and yours.

General Conference 
April 24 - May 4, 2012


