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...Then the righteous will answer him, 
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, 
or thirsty and gave you something to drink?
And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, 
or naked and gave you clothing? 
And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?” 

And the king will answer them, 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family,* 
you did it to me.”

(Matthew 25: 34-40)
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NEWS

FROM THE EPISCOPAL OFFICE

Dear friends in Jesus Christ:
On the day that I went to work on this column the morn-

ing Psalm from the daily lectionary was Psalm 41. The first 
verse reads like this according to the NRSV "Happy are those 
who consider the poor, the Lord delivers them on the day 
of trouble."  The Common English Bible puts the same verse 
like this "Those who pay close attention to the poor are truly 
happy! The Lord rescues them during troubling times." 

This issue of The Current invites us to "pay close attention 
to the poor."  You know well our church (The United Meth-
odist Church) has embraced four particular areas through 
which we can live out and into the mission of making dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. One 
of these focus areas is Ministry With the Poor. You will find 
it rich in data and story that typify ways in which you are 
engaging the poor and addressing poverty in your local com-
munities. There is no end to the good work that you are doing 
to near and far.

To be in ministry with the poor is biblical. When i say 
biblical I do not refer to something that shows up in the Bi-
ble once or a few times. I mean something that is threaded 
through the word of God in scripture consistently and per-
sistently. I do not believe that it is possible come to be a ma-
ture Christian and a grown-up church apart from knowing 
our neighbors and being in relationship with them. Among 
our neighbors are the poor no matter how invisible we allow 

them to become. Many Christians and lots of congregations 
do good stuff for the poor. We are charitable. But ministry 
with the poor  puts the emphasis on the with. It goes beyond 
good deeds and moves toward relationships. Relationships 
that are healthy assume mutuality and embrace that everyone 
has something to contribute (tangible and/or Intangible) to 
the other. Life giving relationships are about giving and re-
ceiving.

To be in ministry with the poor is to be a Wesleyan Chris-
tian. In the earliest part of our movement John Wesley and 
his colleagues set the template for us in so many ways. The 
early Methodists were encouraged to and marked by their 
engagement with the poor. This included the expectation and 
practice of not just giving to relieve the dire circumstances of 
the poor but being among them in ministry and community. 

Could it be that by taking the Bible seriously, Jesus as es-
sential, our heritage as shaping and current reality as a com-
pelling call that we might find the life and robustness that 
sometimes eludes us by being in relationship and ministry 
with the poor? The Palestinian peasant, Jesus the Christ, who 
the scriptures say "became poor for our sake" awaits us to 
summon the courage to join him in ministry where he prom-
ised he could be found.

Faithfully in Christ,

Gregory V. Palmer

Deaths
Carol Taube, wife of Rev. Oliver Taube, pastor of Loraine UMC, died Sept. 

30. Expressions of sympathy may be sent to Rev. Taube at: 3334 Lyric Lane, 
Quincy, IL  62301-4540.
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Ministry WITH the poor: it's about relationships

Rev. Elke Sharma, left, presents LaMoine River District Super-
intendent C. Douglas Rorex with a bowl of water, as a sign of 
renewal of baptismal vows as part of the Service of Gifts Pre-
sentation that occurred during Rorex’s Service of Installation 
Oct. 2 at Jacksonville Grace UMC. Rorex’s installation was the 
third in four weeks, as Vermilion River District welcomed Leah 
Pogemiller on Sept. 11 and Cache River District welcomed Rog-
er Russell on Sept. 18.  Photo by Paul Black.

WASHINGTON, D.C.  --  The IGRC Task Force on Cross-
Racial and Cross-Cultural Task Force has been awarded an 
$8,000 Racial Justice grant by the General Commission on Re-
ligion and Race, the agency announced Oct. 18.

In all, 13 recipients received awards totaling more than 
$300,000 for “bold and innovative programs promoting diver-
sity within the denomination.”

Seven conferences, five United Methodist seminaries, and 
a jurisdictional organization received the CORR Action Fund 
(CAF) awards (funded by the Minority Group Self-Determi-
nation Fund) for projects ranging from developing intentional 
multicultural community, forming immersion programs, 
leading book study, creating cultural competency training for 
clergy and lay leadership, and for one seminary the complete 
redesign of the school's theological program.  

The $8,000 award to the IGRC Task Force will be used to 
partially fund a project, which will include the collection of 
history and narratives of CR/CC appointments in IGRC and 
its predecessor Annual Conferences; leadership training and 
development of training modules for pastors and lay persons. 
The task force was formed by Bishop Gregory V. Palmer follow-
ing the 2010 Annual Conference, in which Palmer identified 
diversity through cross-racial and cross-cultural appointments 
as a major initiative.

“This grant affirms the work that we have been doing and 
gives a tangible boost toward accomplishing our goals,” Palmer 
said. “This is an excellent illustration of partnering between a 
denominational agency and an annual conference to help us be 
a more diverse and culturally competent church.”

The latest awards were in two categories: 
•  The Racial Justice Grant for Clergy Leadership, of up 
to $20,000 for clergy and programs within districts and 
annual conferences that support efforts to dismantle 
racism by promoting the values of diversity, 

inclusiveness, multiculturalism and cross-racial/cross-
cultural work; and
•  The Racial Justice Grant for UM Seminaries of up to 
$80,000 for efforts by faculty, staff or students to improve 
racial, ethnic and cultural intergroup relationships and/
or bringing about organizational, institutional and 
system changes in the church, seminary, and in society.
Announcement of the grant recipients came at GCORR's 

fall Board meeting, held in Detroit, Mich., October 5-8, 2011. 
Bishop Minerva Carcaño, chair of the GCORR CORR Action 
Fund committee, said the four-month review process of more 
than 100 applicants underscored the importance churches 
across the country place on advocating for inclusivity at all lev-
els of the church. 

"We have annual conferences that are gathering all of their 
clergy and insisting that they become aware of their own per-
sonal racism, and aware of the institutional racism that they're 
dealing with so that they are ready for cross-cultural, cross-ra-
cial appointments," said Bishop Carcaño. "And this isn't simply 
in order to plug appointment holes. This represents acknowl-
edgement of the critical need for cross-cultural and cross-racial 
awareness, competency, in the life of the church." 

The General Commission on Religion & Race (GCORR) 
is one of six general commissions of The United Methodist 
Church charged with addressing specific, focused areas of con-
cern. GCORR was established in 1968 to challenge and help 
the denomination's agencies, institutions, annual (regional) 
conferences and congregations to achieve full, equal participa-
tion of its racial and ethnic constituencies in the total life and 
mission of the church. GCORR strives to accomplish this task 
through education and advocacy and by reviewing, monitor-
ing and supporting The United Methodist Church's efforts to 
ensure racial inclusiveness and foster racial justice and recon-
ciliation. 

IGRC task force, seminaries, conferences benefit from Racial Justice Grants

...But ministry with the 
poor  puts the emphasis 

on the with. It goes 
beyond good deeds 

and moves 
toward relationships…



EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTSThe Current  |   November 2011 |  3

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Wanted: UM Hymnal Deluxe Keyboard Edition publishing 
date of 1989 and ISBN#0-687-43142-5. This edition 
is two spiral bound books that open flat.  Contact Jo 
Greenwood at  (618) 433-1131

Sugar Creek United Methodist Church in Cha-
tham Illinois, is seeking a full-time person to be 
the Director of our Children & Youth Ministry Pro-
gram. This person will be involved with directing 
the youth program (6th – 12th grade) as well as 
assisting the Education Team in children ministries. 
Chatham is located in central Illinois (village of ap-
proximately 11,500 residents) and is approximately 
5 miles south of Springfield, Illinois (state capitol). 
Please send your resume to 1022 New City Road, 
Chatham, IL. 62629 or office@sugarcreek.org. If you 
have any questions, please contact our office.

EVENTS

& ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastoral Care and Counceling 
slates two retreats

The Office of Pastoral Care and Counseling will 
sponsor two retreats in upcoming weeks.

The first retreat, Lifestorms, is a retreat for cler-
gy, clergy spouses and families living and minister-
ing in a the midst of loss.

The retreat is open to all clergy (active and re-
tired), spouses, widows/widowers and children 
and will be held at Little Grassy Camp Nov. 18-19 
for 24 hours. Worship music will be provided by 
Mike Rayson.

Cost for the retreat includes an overnight room 
that sleeps four for $88; Friday evening dinner, $13; 
Saturday breakfast, $11; and Saturday lunch $12.

A registration form and brochure may be 
downloaded from the IGRC website at http://www.
igrc.org/events/detail/1633. Registration deadline 
is Nov. 11.

The second retreat, Single Clergy: Challenges, 
will be held Dec. 8-10, at East Bay Camp. The re-
treat will be a time of fellowship, discussion, spiri-
tual reflection, wellness discussions, and discus-
sions on singleness, boundaries and living alone.

Rooms are $25 per night, and meals are as fol-
lows: Thursday evening, $13; Friday breakfast, $11; 
Friday lunch, $12; Friday evening, $13; Saturday 
breakfast, $11; and Saturday lunch, $12.

A registration and brochure may be download-
ed from the IGRC website at http://www.igrc.org/
events/detail/1634. Registration deadline is Dec. 1.

Registrations and payments for both retreats 
should be mailed to: Karen Blank-Ewell, 15058 N. 
Lorton Road, Effingham, IL  62401. Late registra-
tions may contact Blank-Ewell at kblank-ewell@
igrc.org and payment will be expected upon ar-
rival. 

A Medicare Part D volunteer 
and Preachers’ Aid Society As-
sistant Raydean Davis assists 
retired pastor Terry Clark in 
reviewing his options for en-
rollment in Medicare Part D 
prescription drug benefit. By 
action of the 2011 annual con-
ference, prescription drugs 
will no longer be covered by 
the conference health insur-
ance and Medicare-eligible 
retirees have the option to 
enroll in Medicare Part D. The 
benefits office and Preacher’s 
Aid have held four meetings 
for retirees throughout the 
conference in October.  Five 
meetings with counseling ses-
sions remain – Nov. 3 at Bel-
leville St. Matthew UMC; Nov. 
8 at Marion Aldersgate UMC; 
Nov. 10 at Quincy Melrose 
Chapel UMC; Nov. 16 at Eff-
ingham Centenary UMC; and 
Nov. 18 at Peoria Northwest 
UMC.  For more information, 
contact the Conference Ben-
efits office at 217-529-2040.  
Photo by Paul Black.

LEBANON — McKendree University presented its high-
est alumni honor to the Rev. Robert Edwards of Mascoutah, 
at an awards dinner on Oct. 22 at the Regency Conference 
Center in O’Fallon. 

The Peter Akers Alumni Award is given annually to rec-
ognize a former student’s professional success, outstanding 
service and loyalty to the university. It is named in honor of 
Rev. Peter Akers, the first McKendree degree recipient and 

the institution’s first president.
Rev. Edwards graduated in 1957 

and completed a master’s degree 
from Boston University School of 
Theology in 1961. His 45-year ca-
reer in ministry with the United 
Methodist Church included six 
years as superintendent of the Van-
dalia District UMC. After his re-
tirement in 1999, he was associate 
pastor of Union United Methodist 

Church in Belleville for four years. A former Mascoutah “Per-
son of the Year,” he is active in numerous civic organizations 
including the Rotary Club and Chamber of Commerce.  He is 
a university trustee, a William McKendree Society donor and 
a sponsor of the Hettenhausen Center for the Arts.

The Alumni Association commended 11 others for their 
exceptional contributions to the honor and prestige of McK-
endree. “All are deserving individuals who demonstrate the 
values imparted by a liberal arts education,” said Whitney 
Fraier, director of alumni relations.

Four were inducted into the Academy of Excellence for 
their achievement, leadership and character. They represent 
excellence in education; the humanities; language, literature 
and communications; and math, science and technology.

• Charles Kamm ’55, of Lebanon, taught at Summerfield 
Grade School before he became an administrator in 1961. As 
a former superintendent and principal for 23 years, he re-
ceived many accolades for his commitment to the students 
and schools he served. As the subject of a recent book, The 
Man who Became A School, he is praised for being a teacher 
“who lives on and through his students.” Kamm serves on the 
St. Paul United Church of Christ Council and McKendree’s 
Teacher Advisory Council, as a volunteer for Interfaith Care-
givers, and as a liaison for the Hoyleton Children’s Founda-
tion. He was inducted into the Lebanon Education Founda-
tion Hall of Fame and received the Kappa Gamma Epsilon 
Career Achievement Award for exemplary service in public 
education. 

• Rev. Robert Souders ’58, of 
Caseyville, retired in 2002 as se-
nior pastor of St. Matthew’s United 
Methodist Church in Belleville af-
ter 37 years. He is a recipient of the 
Harry Denman Evangelism Award 
and a founding member of the Mis-
sion Society for United Methodists. 
He has also been a volunteer and 
scoutmaster for the Boy Scouts of 

America, and a 25-year member of the 

Memorial Hospital board. At McKendree, he helps with an-
nual fund drives and volunteers as a chapel speaker.

• Anne Meyer-Thomure ’80, of Belleville, has served for 22 
years as director of hospital and community relations at Me-
morial Hospital. She was named as a “Phenomenal Woman 
of Metropolitan St. Louis” by Racial Harmony and an “Am-
bassador of the Year” by the Greater Belleville Chamber of 
Commerce. Active in her community, she volunteers with the 
Violence Prevention Center of Southwestern Illinois, United 
Way, and Hospice of Southern Illinois. She is vice president of 
the Fairview Heights Chamber of Commerce.

• Dr. Kristi McQuade Daugherty ’91, of Edelstein, has 
been a faculty member of Grinnell College and Bradley Uni-
versity, where she is an associate professor of chemistry and 
biochemistry. She has mentored over 20 undergraduate re-
searchers and three graduate students at Bradley, receiving a 
Certificate of Merit for Excellence in Service. Her profession-
al accomplishments in the biochemistry field include numer-
ous publications, projects and presentations.

McKendree’s Loyal Service Award is given for long and 
continuous service demonstrated by attendance at university 
functions, assistance in recruitment, service in fundraising 
for scholarships or programs, and a positive influence on the 
university’s mission and image. 

• Kent Marty, ’80, of Edwardsville, is the driving force 
behind the Steven Marty Memorial Scholarship Fund, cre-
ated in honor of his late brother. Steve Marty received an Ad-
ministration of Justice degree from McKendree in 1979 and 
enjoyed an extensive career in law enforcement. Kent Marty 
has honored his brother’s legacy by raising nearly $125,000 
for the scholarship fund, which benefits students pursuing 
careers in law enforcement. He has also served on the Sports 
Hall of Fame Committee and frequently attends McKendree 
events. He is the director of international trade channel de-
velopment for Aclara Technologies, his employer for 31 years. 

The 2011 Rising Star Awards were given to two alumni 
from the past decade who have excelled in their profession.

• Joe Blasdel ’00, of Lebanon, has taught political science 
at McKendree since 2005 and coached its debate and speech 
team since 2003. His students consistently advance to final 
rounds in major tournaments and his coaching has led the 
university’s debate program to numerous championships, 
culminating in a national first-place finish in 2010-11. He was 
named to the board of trustees for the National Parliamen-
tary Tournament of Excellence in 2011.

• Matthew Olmsted ’01 is director of sales for RR Don-
nelley Roman Financial in Korea, India, the Philippines, Tai-
wan and Hong Kong, where he resides. He remains active 
at his alma mater nonetheless, returning for campus events 
and maintaining relationships with faculty and friends. Dur-
ing his college years he was involved with the Choir, Cantori 
(now the Chamber Choir), and New Student Orientation, 
and he studied abroad in Ireland and Japan.

Four former outstanding student-athletes entered the 
university’s Sports Hall of Fame this year: Hank Feldt ’59 of 
Mascoutah; John Batson ’88 of Chicago; Jamie Dienell ’04 of 
Lebanon; and Cory Wilson ’05, receiving the award posthu-
mously. 

McKendree honors 12 Alumni at Awards Dinner
Edwards, Souders among those honored for achievement, leadership 

Rev. Robert Edwards

Rev. Robert Souders

Ask for Michele Willson or email her at 

mwillson@igrc.org 
FOR RATES AND DETAILS TODAY!

217.529.
2040
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Saving the Paradox 
of October
By Bettie Wilson Story

I should hate the month of October.  It has 
claimed the lives of friends and several family 
members, including my mother and mother-in-
law, aunt and uncle, and my brother.

The memories of facing the reality of their suf-
fering, and being with my brother and mother as 
we helped ease them into another life, surface as 
leaves begin to turn.

Yet October in Illinois is my favorite month.  
After more than 50 years in this state, I still catch 
my breath in surprise at the bright hues of bush 
and tree and flower.  How different from the ev-
ergreens of pine, live oak, and cedar in my south 
Alabama homeland.

Choose your month--personal in its pain and 
its beauty, its hope and its reality.

My October may be your March, May, or Sep-
tember.  The month with its recognition that dis-
ease and age and accidents bring on the death of 
winter.  It also holds within its bosom the promise 
of resurrection in the brilliant creation unfolding 
before our eyes.  Agony and joy.

Songbirds and waning colors.  Death and res-
urrection.  Reality and faith.  That is the tightrope 
we walk, said my younger brother in his final days.

We hold on to God's promises in our winters, 
whenever they come, with God's faithful assurance 
that indeed the spring of God's healing presence is 
ever with us. 

(Bettie Wilson Story is a former Director of Communications 
for the Illinois Great Rivers Conference and one of its predeces-
sors, the Central Illinois Conference. She is an award-winning 
writer and a member of the United Methodist Association of 
Communicators Hall of Fame. This column first appeared in The 
Current in 1997 and is reprinted with permission of the author. 
Copyright 1997 by Bettie Wilson Story).

The Current welcomes letters to the editor.  
Letters may be edited for space requirements.  
Letters may be sent to:

Editor, The Current, P.O. Box 19207
Springfield, IL  62794-9207
or by emailing thecurrent@igrc.org

Editor, The Current:
Given the decades our Conference has focused on the sin 

of racism, I was not surprised the Rev. Glen Bocox might call 
himself a recovering racist.  But I was surprised when he said, 
“Chances are...you are too,” (The Current, October 2011).  

Well, I am not a recovering racist, nor am I a racist. Not all 
whites who grew up in the Chicago suburbs in the 1950’s and 
1960’s were racists. And not all whites believe in the popular 
idea of “corporate guilt for the way that whites had treated 
(and still treat) Blacks in our nation.” Rev. Bocox’s use of “cor-
porate guilt” sounds a lot like whites are guilty by association. 
That is something I have never believed in. I am not a racist, 
nor was anyone in my family. All this never ending concern 
in our Conference over racism has not really gotten us any-
where. 

And now those efforts are all challenged by science. When 
it comes to “race”, God and science are in agreement. In 2003, 
Jeffrey Long and Rick Kittles published a paper, Human Ge-
netic Diversity and the Nonexistence of Biological Races. The 
genetic difference, (0.1%) is so small that the concept of race 
has become “biologically meaningless.” “Genome variation 
does not support the existence of human races.”  

Genetic research is now challenging the scientific com-
munity to find new ways to talk about people without using 
the word race. There is one human species, Homo sapiens. 
There are no sub-species, no races. Science and God’s cre-
ation are in agreement. To continue talking about race to-
day mocks God’s creation and mocks genetic science. The 
2010 U.S. Census form had 10 categories of race for people 
to check. Our IGRC local church membership form has six 
categories. So who is right: the U.S. government or God and 
the scientists who agree with God’s creation? 

The term race has become archaic, as it no longer points 
to any present reality.  Of course, this does not mean that 
bigotry has disappeared. One implication of this genetic dis-
covery is that we can no longer use race to explain people’s 
behavior or problems between groups of people. We need to 
look elsewhere, and that is to culture. Some believe multicul-
turalism is our best approach, but that is not so.  

As Angela Merkel, the leader of Germany has said, “This 
multiculturalism approach, saying that we simply live side 
by side and  live happily with each other has failed,” Oct. 18, 
2010.  Germany has a more than 50-year history of this failed 
approach to our problems with each other. Cultures do not 
simply live side by side.  They clash!  

We need to look at the work of people like John W. Mc-
Whorter, Losing the Race and Winning the Race.  He writes 
about a cultural change in the mid-1960’s which occurred 
in the Afro-American community in America. Because it is 
cultural, all economic levels and social groups have been af-
fected in that community.  

A similar cultural challenge is described by Ayaan Hirsi 
Ali in her book, Nomad. She is a former Somali Muslim. Her 
book describes how Muslims living in a western country, Eu-
rope or America, do not flourish well, as long as they hang on 
to the values of their Muslim culture.  

The work of McWhorter, Ali and others shows us that we 
cannot continue telling ourselves that we are struggling with 
racism in 2011. That will lead nowhere. Thinking that most 
whites are recovering racists today is archaic thinking. God 
created one people, the creature Homo sapiens.  We then cre-
ated races.  Now we need to find our way back to God’s unity 
for us, and looking at cultures is the way to do that.                                                                                                                                                                          
Rev. Doug Rettig, Retired IGRC clergy, Viola

“If you don’t have a job and you’re not rich, blame yourself.” 
Thus says Herman Cain to the unemployed Wall Street pro-

testors. I understand why he said it. He wants to live in a world 
where the American Dream works, where being optimistic and 
entrepreneurial and hard-working guarantees success. Cain 
wants for blame to be something that is distributed neatly and 
perfectly between individual people. This could be described as 
an ethic of individual responsibility.

In a different context, Cain credits God’s grace for his for-
tune: “As you get older, your faith gets stronger because of your 
own personal experiences where you know the only way you 

could have made it through some of those personal experi-
ences was by the grace of God.” This way of understanding our 
dependence on God’s grace is often termed the doctrine of di-
vine providence.

The question is whether these two belief systems are com-
patible. Can you say at the same time that people are individu-
ally responsible for their success or failure but then credit their 
success to the grace of God? I would argue that the humility of 
knowing your dependence on God’s grace ought to keep you 
from saying something like “If you’re not rich, blame your

Letter to the Editor: The term ‘race’ is archaic

What if America truly were a Christian nation?
Not a Southern Baptist nation, or an Episcopal nation, or 

a Roman Catholic nation. Not grounded in the doctrinal and 
ecclesiastical isms that have grown up over the centuries. But 
a Christian nation, doing what Jesus did.

Well, we wouldn’t be arguing about sex, that’s for sure. Je-
sus devoted no time to matters of sexuality.

We wouldn’t be leading cheers for any particular eco-
nomic system, capitalist or socialist, for in his many teach-
ings about wealth and power, Jesus saw both as snares and 
delusions.

We wouldn’t be taking votes on who gets medical care, or 
who gets to live, or who gets to learn, or whose rights matter 
more, or whose race or religion can’t be allowed to breathe 
freely. For Jesus gave healing to all who asked, defended the 
lives of sinners, taught all who were eager to learn, welcomed 
all to his circle — even outcasts, lepers and children. He had 
no regard for his own tradition’s finely tuned boundaries.

We wouldn’t be loading great wealth onto the already 
wealthy, but rather would be asking them to follow the lead of 
biblical tax collector Zacchaeus and to give away half of what 
they have.

We wouldn’t need as many lawyers, because generosity 
would trump tax-reduction strategies, parables would trump 
rules, property would be shared as needed and people would 
be forgiving — not suing — each other.

If we were a genuinely Christian nation, we would be 
gathering the harvest of this abundant land and sharing it 
with the hungry of our own land and of many other lands. 
We would forgive our enemies, speak truth to power and go 
forth to serve and to sacrifice, not to rule.

We would stand with the poor when predators circled 
around them. We would stand with sinners when the self-
righteous picked up stones. We would join hands with non-

conformists and strangers.
We would become God’s beacon to the nations. And 

when the tired and poor followed that light to our borders, we 
would greet them with open arms and make room for them 
in our communities.

That’s what Jesus did, and that is what it would mean to be 
a Christian nation.

So to those who insist that America be a Christian na-
tion, I ask: Is this truly what you want? Do you want the I-
was-hungry-and-you-gave-me-something-to-eat of Matthew 
25? Do you want the Sermon on the Mount? Do you want to 
shine God’s light in the darkness?

Your behavior says no.
Your shouts against generosity say no.
Your penchant for oppressive culture says no.
Your willingness to shower wealth on the few while the 

many suffer says no.
Your hostility to freedom says no.
So stop pretending. At least be as honest as the hedge fund 

manager who paid himself $8 billion last year. It’s “all about 
the Benjamins,” not the Gospel. It’s about stifling any freedom 
but your own. It’s about imposing your cultural preferences 
on others. It’s about turning your fears and appetites into law. 
It’s about you, not about Jesus Christ.

That’s the nature of politics, of course: one “you” versus 
another “you.” That’s fine, and it’s why we formed a democ-
racy, so that our various interests could compete fairly. Just 
spare us the religious posturing.

If America became a Christian nation, doing what Jesus 
did, you would be aghast. 

(Tom Ehrich is a writer, church consultant and Episcopal priest based in 
New York. He is the author of “Just Wondering, Jesus” and founder of the 
Church Wellness Project. His website is www.morningwalkmedia.com. Follow 
Tom on Twitter @tomehrich. Reprinted with permission of Religion News Ser-
vice).

Facing the truth: Do we really live like Christians?
By Tom Ehrich, © 2011, Religion News Service

The gospel of Herman Cain vs. John Wesley
By Morgan Guyton

continued on pg. 14, see Gospel
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MAHOMET -- Two dozen folks from Mt. Vernon UMC, 
located in the Iroquois River District, comprised the largest 
troop of nearly 100 United Methodists from Champaign and 
McLean counties who ambled at various speeds through Lake 
of the Woods regional park in Mahomet to feed hungry peo-
ple in local communities and around the world.  Each walker 
enlisted friends and family to sponsor them with funds to do 
the CROP Walk. 

The twin county CROP Walk has become a regular fall 
feature at Lake of the Woods.  CROP is a fundraising project 
of the Church World Service, a relief organization made up of 
a number of Protestant churches.  It began after World War II 
to enable American farmers to share their grain with hungry 
neighbors in Europe and Asia and was called “Christian Ru-
ral Overseas Program.”  Today Church World Service (CWS) 
feeds hungry people around the world and their primary fun-
draising effort is still called the “Crop Walk.”

While the final tally of funds collected on this year’s walk 

has yet to be figured, the total from all the walkers will ap-
proach $5,000.   Of the total, 25 percent  will go to local hun-
ger organizations like Salt and Light of Champaign.  The rest 
will be distributed by CWS around the world.

The Rev. Rachel Berry, pastor of the Mt. Vernon church, 
says that the CROP Walk gives her parishioners “a chance to 
‘walk the Walk’ as well as ‘talk the Talk.’  It is easy to just write 
a check and forget about it,” the pastor and college psychol-
ogy instructor says.  “When we walk we remind ourselves of 
all the people around the world who have to walk miles ev-
ery day for clean water. When we walk in Lake of the Woods 
it makes us thankful for the beauty of God's world and the 
abundance we enjoy here in the United States. We also just 
have plain old fun talking and laughing together on the walk! 
The kids and young can run and play to their hearts’ content. 
It is a great way to make a difference in the world and have 
fun doing it!”  

L O C A L

C H U R C H  N E W S

Bridgeport UMC Celebrates 
150 years of service
By Flossie Price, Bridgeport UMC Historian

BRIDGEPORT -- Bridgeport UMC celebrated 
150 years of ministry and service to the community 
on Oct. 16.

There were seven charter members that began 
the congregation in October 1861, just six months 
after the start of the Civil War. Today's members are 
convinced that those seven charter members prayed 
for soldiers from Bridgeport who fought in the war 
and supported their families who were left behind 
during those war years.

On Oct. 16, more than 200 folks joined in the 
celebration with Rev. Steve Killion, pastor of the 
church preaching a message of remembrance and 
the hope of the Christian life in morning worship. A 
noon meal served 140 followed by an afternoon pro-
gram in which congregation members shared their 
talents: Brad and Jane Buchanan, vocal solo and 
piano accompaniment; Muriel Brumley, saxaphone 
solo; Anna Polk, Linda Davis and Elaine Heath, vo-
cal trio accompanied by Liz Clark; Shirley Osborn, 
piano solo; Jack Polk (dressed in Civil War uniform), 
narration of his Civil War grandfather, Peter Polk; a 
trio of Jane Cunningham, Dixie Purcell and Steve 
Killion; and Saylor Price, dancing a butterfly ribbon 
baton ballet. The congregation concluded singing a 
favorite song, "Lord of the Dance."

Kaskaskia River District Superintendent Cyn-
thia Jones preached the celebration service message.

Charles Cunningham shared an antique car and 
the oldest of the Bridgeport fire trucks which were 
parked in front of the church. Some attendees were 
dressed in vintage attire in celebration of "days gone 
by." Guests also viewed the archives collections that 
were on display. 

The all day church celebration ended with re-
freshments and an anniversary cake. Guests came 
from Texas, Kentucky, Missouri; from Spain, Ger-
many and Thailand; as well as Springfield, Peoria, 
Effingham and Mt. Vernon. The day of celebration 
was planned by the church's history committee of 
Sarah Brian, Bobbie Shuppert, David Patton, Jack 
Polk and chair Flossie Price. 

Coal City UMC receives 
hospitality award

COAL CITY – Coal City UMC, in the Vermil-
ion River District, has been recognized by United 
Methodist Communications (UMCom) as an offi-
cial “Welcoming Congregation” for the 2011.

“Welcoming Congregations” are a select group 
of United Methodist congregations nationwide that 
meets criteria including embracing newcomers and 
providing opportunities in discipleship. The recog-
nition program is part of a larger effort launched in 
late 2000 by UMCom, the denomination’s commu-
nications agency, to use modern technology and the 

Diverse group of walkers take 
part in bi-county CROP Walk
By John Kraps

Representatives of the Concord and 
Maunie UMC congregations in the Cache 
River District receive checks from the Con-
ference Disaster Fund to assist with the 
costs of flood damage which ravaged the 
region this spring. Cache River District Su-
perintendent Roger Russell made the pre-
sentation to the two congregations.

Concord UMC used its funds to replace a 
water pump and repair the church’s fur-
nace.

A donation was also presented to Cave-in-
Rock UMC at Russell’s Service of Installa-
tion Sept. 18.

The Conference Disaster Fund is money 
which IGRC congregations sent to assist 
with disaster relief this spring as wide-
spread flooding hit Southern Illinois. Pho-
to courtesy of Roger Russell.

Mt. Carmel Evangelical UMC celebrated its 
175th anniversary Oct. 2 with a celebra-
tion. Pictured at the celebration are back 
row from left, Bill Bunnage, current pas-
tor; Bruce Baumberger, pastor 1992-95; 
Nelson Reiber, former EUM member before 
becoming a pastor in IGRC (now retired); 
Judy Medlen, educational director of EUM 
before becoming a pastor in IGRC (now re-
tired); and church historian Linda Kepley. 
Pictured in front are from left, Rev. Cynthia 
Jones, Kaskaskia River District Superinten-
dent who preached the anniversary cel-
ebration sermon; Dr. Donald Tombaugh, 
the longest continuous member of EUM; 
and Rev. Earl Dickey, former pastor of EUM 
from 1975-79.

Former pastor Curt Rush was not pictured 
but attended the anniversary banquet.

Evangelical UMC began as a German mis-
sion church in 1836, with its present loca-
tion at 2010 Cherry in Mt. Carmel.
Photo courtesy of Leta Homan

Mt. Vernon UMC in the Iroquois River District were well represented at the recent bi-county CROP Walk held at Lake of the Woods State Park in Ma-
homet. Pictured in back, from left are: Chuck Arbuckle, Gary Darling, Johnny Kraps, Jan Darling, Sam McCall, Tracy, Owen and Jay Bailen; Rob and 
Jake Spalding; and Preston Bradley.  Middle row are: Sue Arbuckle, Phyllis Harper, Carter Oye and Rev. John Kraps. Front are Kathy and Bob Biehl, 
Amy and Caleb Oye, Rev. Dr. Rachel Berry, Cory Oye, Keith Oye and Alivia Spinard.  Tracy Bailen carries her 14-month-old son, Owen, a two-year 
veteran of the CROP Walk. Photos courtesy of John Kraps.

continued on pg. 6, see Briefs:  Coal City
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common language of television to spread the 
Good News of Christ to a world in need. 

For the past eight years, “Open hearts, Open 
minds, Open doors” has been the theme of the de-
nomination supported with a series of national ca-
ble TV advertising, supplemented by regional and 
local church participation. The overall aim of the 
effort was to invite people, to enter into connection 
with the Christian community as they seek mean-
ing and purpose in their lives.  The new campaign, 
Rethink Church, seeks to capitalize on the previous 
campaign, targeting 18-34 year olds and inviting 
churches to think of the motto as a verb, not just 
an adjective as in:  “Together we can…Open hearts, 
Open minds and Open doors.

More information is available from the agency’s 
web site at www.rethinkchurch.org or by calling toll 
free 877-281-6535.  

Happy camper
Vet volunteers at 
church camp
By David Pruitt, The Alton 
Telegraph 

ALTON -- Many retirees 
devote themselves to work-
ing on their lawns or fishing, 
but Dean Lackey of Alton has 
other ideas.

This Army veteran spends 
his summers volunteering at 
Jenson Woods, a church camp 
in Timewell,  where he tends 
to the camp's horses and helps 
with facility maintenance.

"Years ago we had horses, 
and this gives me a chance to 
put my experience to use; car-
ing for the horses and teaching 

the kids to ride," he said. "There is always some grass 
that needs cut or some other projects to work on."

But that is just the beginning of Lackey's vol-
unteer work. It started in 1999, when he began an-
nually volunteering for five weeks at Klien Ranch 
church camp in Isabel, S.D. In 2006, he decided it 
was more rewarding to help other people than ac-
complish things around the house, and his volun-
teering took off.

Through Main Street Methodist Church, he 
joined the Honduras Missions Team. Since then it 
has been a non-stop parade of charity events and 
fund-raisers. The team has raised more than $85,000 
in that time and has been to Honduras three times 
for humanitarian work.

"You see how poor those people are, and it 
makes you realize just how good we have it," he said. 
"You can't help but do something."

In Honduras, the team has helped on various 
construction projects, such as building a church 
with freshwater treatment capabilities, and install-
ing energy-efficient stoves for residents to cook and 
vent smoke out of their homes. The team also takes 
medical supplies and clothing for the children.

To make the mission trips possible, Main Street 
Methodist has fund-raisers going year-round and 
you can always find Lackey right in the middle of 
them. Whether selling hot dogs at Busch Stadium, 
assisting in the National Wheelchair Tennis Tour-
nament, or making peanut brittle and apple butter 
after church, he is there joyfully donating his time.

In addition to the church, Lackey volunteers at 
Washington University Medical Center. He got in-
volved at the university to help children with cere-
bral palsy and assist in Alzheimer's research, a dis-
ease that took his mother in 2001.

"It is great to go and watch the kids grow up and 
continue to improve," he said. "You really get at-
tached to them."

He also takes a couple of weeks out of the year to 

continued on pg. 7, see Briefs:  Volunteer

SUN PRAIRIE, Wis. – Bish-
op Linda Lee, episcopal leader 
of the Wisconsin Area of The 
United Methodist Church, has 
announced her intention to re-
tire, effective Sept. 1, 2012.

Lee, who was elected in 
2000, is completing her second 
four-year term as bishop in Wis-
consin. Elected in 2000 from the 

West Michigan Conference, Lee was assigned to the Michigan 
Area for a single term in 2000 before succeeding retiring Bish-
op Sharon Zimmerman Rader in 2004.

“After much soul searching, family discussions, and prayer, 
I have made the decision to retire as Bishop effective Septem-
ber 1, 2012,” Lee wrote in a letter dated Oct. 4. “Rest assured 
that this was not an easy decision. I continue to feel God's call-
ing on my life. I will keep you informed as I pursue my future 
service to God in the Church, and will always keep you in my 
prayers. Please know that I have valued, thoroughly enjoyed 
and appreciated my time as your Bishop in Wisconsin. Thank 
you for the honor of serving you, and for your support in the 
past and throughout the next year.”

Lee, who is in her early 60s, told the Madison State Journal 
last year she turned to God as a child, in part to get through 
difficult episodes with her father, an alcoholic.

Raised Presbyterian, she chose the United Methodist 
Church as her adult spiritual home because she wanted a de-
nomination with a clear focus "on personal holiness and social 
justice," she said. 

The Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist 
Church is based in Sun Prairie and serves about 480 churches.

Lee will be one of 13 active bishops seeking retired rela-
tionship in 2012 across the five U.S. jurisdictions. Because of 
legislation passed by the 2008 General Conference where each 
jurisdiction was to reduces its College of Bishops by one, only 
10 will be elected to fill the vacancies left by retirements.

Lee’s retirement addresses an issue of reducing the North 
Central Jurisdiction’s College of Bishops by one, effective Sept. 
1, 2012. The North Central College of Bishops last year ap-
proved the joining together of two episcopal areas – Minnesota 
and the Dakotas – into a single area. Although the two con-
ferences may remain separate, they will be served by a single 
bishop. If there are no other retirements within the College of 
Bishops, NCJ delegates will not be electing any bishops when it 

gathers in July 2012 in Akron, Ohio.
The Southeastern Jurisdiction, which was entitled to an ad-

ditional episcopal area which had not been formed, gave up 
that area. Five bishops from the Southeastern Jurisdiction have 
announced plans to retire – Bishop Dick Wills, who has already 
taken retirement due to health concerns in Tennessee; Bishop 
Charlene Kammerer who leads the Virginia Conference; Bish-
op Al Gwinn, episcopal leader for the North Carolina Confer-
ence; Bishop William Willimon of North Alabama Conference; 
and Bishop Timothy Whitaker of the Florida Conference. Del-
egates will elect five bishops to replace the retiring bishops.

In the South Central Jurisdiction, the Nebraska confer-
ence and the two Kansas conferences, currently served by two 
bishops, will be a single episcopal area beginning in Septem-
ber 2012. Delegates will elect two new bishops as three have 
announced plans to retire – Bishop Ann Sherer-Simpson of 
Nebraska Area; Bishop William Hutchinson of the Louisiana 
Area; and Bishop Max Whitfield, who leads the Northwest 
Texas and New Mexico conferences.

The Northeastern Jurisdiction has already addressed the 
reduction of episcopal areas when four conferences in upstate 
New York, Vermont and Pennsylvania merged into two newly 
formed conferences – the Susquehanna and Upper New York 
conferences with Vermont joining the New England Confer-
ence. Since the reduction has already been addressed, three 
new bishops will be elected in 2012 to fill the retirements of 
Bishop Peter Weaver of New England; Bishop Ernest Lyght of 
West Virginia; and Bishop Jane Middleton of the Susquehan-
nah Conference (the new name of the conference formed by 
the Central Pennsylvania and Wyoming conferences).

The Western Jurisdiction, which has the largest geographic 
area and the fewest bishops in its College, announced plans 
for a new, single Episcopal Area that will serve Oregon-Ida-
ho, Pacific Northwest and the Alaska Missionary conferences. 
Currently, Oregon-Idaho has its own bishop, while the Pacific 
Northwest and Alaska Missionary conferences are served by 
a second bishop residing in Seattle. Under the new plan, each 
annual or mission conference will continue to remain inde-
pendent. The plan does not call for any boundary changes or 
merger of conferences. All other episcopal areas will remain as 
they are.

Bishop Mary Ann Swenson, currently serving as bishop of 
the California-Pacific Conference, has announced her retire-
ment in 2012. Delegates will not have an election to replace her 
due to the cutback mandate. 

Bishop Lee announces retirement
North Central Jurisdiction finds a solution
By Paul Black

TIMEWELL -- Excitement as well as the sights and sounds 
of construction are in the air at Jensen Woods Camp near 
Timewell as construction is already underway following the 
Sept. 24 groundbreaking for the addition to Dixon Lodge and 
the construction of the Jensen Memorial Chapel.

Nearly  80 persons spent all or a portion of the Sept. 24 cel-
ebration, enjoying the beautiful grounds and engaging  in “tree 
climbing,” offered by Curt Franklin our conference-trained 
tree climbing instructor, as well as pony rides by the Jensen 
Woods’ Equine director Teri Houser and tours of the overall 
site. The groundbreaking day ended with the formal service of 
the breaking of the ground and a pulled pork dinner. 

Since the event, the septic system has been installed and the 
basement is dug with the pouring of the walls completed Oct. 
17. The fall weather has accommodated the efforts of Brinkman 
Plumbing, subcontractor from Quincy, as well as the general 
contractor Schlipman Construction also of Quincy. 

When completed, the addition to Dixon Lodge will include 
additional dining room seating to accommodate 120 persons 
as well as the professional kitchen which will expand the capa-
bilities of camp to provide for the needs and safety of summer 
campers and additional space to host larger groups in the off 
season. The new addition of approximately 4,000 square feet 
will also include a “walk out” basement shelter and program-
ming space with bathroom and shower facilities underground 
and the addition of the “long dreamed of ” Jensen Memorial 
Chapel, above ground overlooking the pond area. 

The improvements are part of a strategic plan to enable the 
camp to be an option for retreats and church group gather-
ings  year-round. The project is being done on a step of faith as 
Trustee Doug Tenhouse, representing the Jensen Trust made an 
initial $150,000 contribution to get the project started. 

Individuals, churches and organizations from throughout 

the Illinois Great Rivers Conference are invited to send contri-
butions to underwrite the construction and equipment costs to 
“IGRC Camping – Jensen Woods Building Project.” The Jen-
sen Site Support Committee is challenging persons to “buy a 
square” at a cost of $200 per square foot, with those purchas-
ing “squares recognized at the conclusion of the project. Jensen 
Woods is also seeking professional equipment for the kitchen 
such as a chemical commercial dishwasher, stainless steel 
counters, triple well stainless steel sink, hot and cold serving 
table and storage shelving. If anyone has equipment, they are 
willing to sell or donate, please contact Rev. Ron Cox, Jensen 
Woods Site Manager. 

The entire project is expected to be completed by June 1, 
2012 for the 2012 camping season.  Many thanks to Ernest, 
Florence and Roselyn Jensen for their gifts and foresight that 
made the 550 acre camp a reality in the early 1960’s and a place 
of discipleship ministry today and for the future. 

Work underway at Jensen Woods addition
By Dixie Croxton, Jensen Woods Site Support Team Chair

Briefs:  Coal City (continued from pg. 5)

Dean Lackey of Al-
ton spends his sum-
mers volunteering 
at Jensen Woods, 
a church camp in 
Timewell, Ill. Lackey, 
an Army veteran, is 
involved with many 
other volunteer ac-
tivities as well, such 
as a Main Street 
United Methodist 
Church mission trip 
to Honduras. Photo 
courtesy of Alton 
Telegraph
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Brad Paisley, Elmo and Lily, a new character dealing with 
hunger, discuss the importance of helping others in need as part 
of Sesame Street’s primetime television special titled “Growing 
Hope Against Hunger.” A web-only photo by Gil Vaknin cour-
tesy of the Sesame Workshop, © 2011.

Jagged lines of 4- and 5-year-olds zigzagged into the room. 
Excitement rumbled through the tiny crowd as their widen-
ing eyes recognized the red and blue monsters surrounding the 
television.

On this Friday morning, “Sesame Street” had come to the 
children of the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House, a 
United Methodist community center.

Thanks to the St. Louis Area Foodbank and a grant from 
Walmart, the children at the center viewed a screening of a 
primetime special of “Sesame Street,” titled “Growing Hope 
Against Hunger.” The special features celebrity guests Brad 
Paisley and Kimberly Williams Paisley and, of course, the 
Sesame Street Muppets, including a new Muppet named Lily, 
whose family doesn’t always 
have enough to eat.

Many of the children who 
watched Lily at the Oct. 14 
screening could identify with 
her experience.

“Right now, 41 percent of 
our residents here in East St. 
Louis are living in poverty, 
and 20 percent are in extreme 
poverty,” said Aundrea Young, 
deputy director at the Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood 
House. “That means 40 per-
cent of our area children are 
going hungry. So this message 
by ‘Sesame Street’ is very close 
to us, very close to our hearts. 
We know a resolution will take 
a community effort, and I see 
the Lessie Bates Davis House playing a vital role.”
Lessons from Elmo and Lily

The one-hour special follows the familiar and beloved 
Muppets — Elmo, Rosita and Grover. Together, through song 
and humor, they help Lily realize that her family is not the only 
family that suffers from hunger. In fact, it is quite common for 
families to depend on food pantries and other resources. Lily 
plants the seed in her audience that communication can also 
help. “Talking about it with my parents made me feel a lot bet-
ter,” she says.

Hunger may seem an unusual topic for the sunny TV 
show famed for teaching generations of children their ABCs 
and 123s. But in the troubled economy, many more American 
children are experiencing empty bellies. They need the food 
pantries that so many United Methodist congregations offer.

The Annie E. Casey Foundation reported in August that 2.4 
million more children joined the ranks of the U.S. poor over 
the past decade. According to U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
nearly 17 million American children are “food insecure,” which 
means their access to food is limited or uncertain.

“By Lily coming out and talking about having to go to the 
food pantry, it makes our kids not feel so ashamed of having 
to reach out for help,” said Vera Jones, director of education 

and youth development at the Lessie Bates Davis Neighbor-
hood House. “Plus, we want to make sure that if they need help 
and are not currently reaching out, that they feel comfortable 
enough to do so.”
Watch the special

Growing Hope against Hunger.
Can you tell me how to get to a food pantry?
During the episode of Growing Hope for Hunger Paisley be-

gan a song with words of “planting hope.” As the kids of the 
Neighborhood House clapped along, Paisley provided simple 
strategies on how anyone can lend a hand — by planting a gar-
den, holding a food drive, donating food or even just by being 
a friend. The friends at the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood go 
a few steps further.

At the Neighborhood House, Jones said, staff members are 
a resource for parents and their community. They have coun-
selors on hand who can connect and transition parents to any 
assistance they may need.

“If we identify a family 
that may not be aware of the 
WIC (Women, Infants and 
Children) program, or maybe 
they need food delivered from 
our food pantry, we help get 
them connected to those re-
sources and will deliver food,” 
she said.

The mission work of the 
Lessie Bates Davis Neighbor-
hood House began in the ear-
ly 1900s with the support of 
the Rev. W.F. Fransee. During 
the past 10 years, Neighbor-
hood House has continued to 
expand its programs and ser-
vices to youth, families and 
the elderly.

Bethany Prange, commu-
nications coordinator at the St. Louis Foodbank, talks to chil-
dren at the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House in East St. 
Louis, Ill. A UMNS photo by Heather Kemper-Hussey. View in 
Photo Gallery

Programs today include day care, emergency services, 
community organizing and outreach, as well as youth services, 
including recreation, education and cultural enrichment. The 
Neighborhood House, which now has two locations in East St. 
Louis, also offers a wide range of comprehensive family sup-
port and family preservation services. The ministry is now a 
national mission institution supported by United Methodist 
Women.

Through the years, Fransee’s original commitment — “To 
try to see the face of Jesus Christ in every person who walks 
through the doors of the Neighborhood House” — continues.

“I think Lily is just perfect!” squealed 5-year-old Anastasia, 
as she twirled the yellow bracelet just given to her by the St. 
Louis Foodbank.

When asked why she thought Lily was so perfect, she 
looked up with bright eyes and exclaimed, “Because she’s just 
like me.” 
*Kemper-Hussey is the director of communications at Morning Star Church, a 
United Methodist congregation in Dardenne Prairie, Mo.

News Briefs (continued)

go to Minnesota and help at Camp Courage. 
Lackey spends his time assisting at this special camp 
for children with spina bifida, a defect that affects 
children's spinal cords. This annual journey started 
in 2008 and is a trip he wouldn't dream of missing.

With all of these events going on, one might 
think Lackey's time is full. But he also volunteers 
at Eastwood Elementary, in the grandfather's pro-
gram, does a little painting for the Bucket Brigade, 
works in the church kitchen and donates blood.

When asked if his volunteer duties were like 
full-time work, he shrugged his shoulders as if he 
had never put any thought into it. It's not that Lack-
ey doesn't like to talk about his volunteering; he just 
considers it as naturally something you should do. It 
is proof that one person can make a difference, and 
that's great for a man who was voted most likely to 
end up in prison by his high school teachers.
(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 19 issue of the Alton 
Telegraph.)

Credit union may save you 
money on car loan
By Jay Reginniter, UMMCU Board Member

BLOOMINGTON -- As United Methodists, we 
often turn to the words of John Wesley for wisdom 
on how to practice faithful living.  In his sermon 
The Use of Money (1760), Wesley encourages these 
concepts as a means to encourage economic disci-
pline and faithful stewardship.  First, gain all you 
can.  Gain without injuring your body or mind, and 
without hurting your neighbor in substance, body 
or soul.  Second, save all you can.  Do not waste what 
has been given to you on the desires of the flesh.  
Last, Wesley implores us to give all we can.  What 
you have belongs to God, so provide for yourself 
and your household, but also to anyone in need.  

In times of economic downturn, we certainly 
want to follow these concepts of Wesley’s.  We want 
to be good stewards of the resources God has given 
to us.  Sometimes, an opportunity to gain and save 
money is a major reason that we purchase particu-
lar items.  For example, when a person goes to the 
car dealership and is offered a 0% interest rate OR 
a rebate, many people think the 0% APR is the best 
solution.  It sounds good, because if you take 0% fi-
nancing, you will be financing the full amount, and 
paying back only that full amount.  Consider, how-
ever, what would happen if you take the cash back 
rebate.  The total amount to be financed is lowered 
by the rebate, and with an exceptionally low interest 
rate from a lending institution, you would pay less 
over the time of the loan.

To give an example, the United Methodist Min-
istries Credit Union in Bloomington, offers com-
petitive new and used car loan rates.  Let’s look at a 
cost comparison on a new car financing on $23,000 
for 60 months:

       Dealer      UMMCU (lowest rate)
Interest Rate      0%       3.00%
Rebate       -       $3,000
Finance Amount      $23,000     $20,000
Monthly Payment      $383.34     $359.39
Total Repayment      $23,000     $21,563.40
Savings       -       $1,436.60

As you can see, using the rebate and the low in-
terest rate is actually more cost-effective than taking 
the 0% APR from the dealership.  

The United Methodist Ministries Credit Union 
is committed to helping people enact Wesleyan 
stewardship concepts in their daily lives.  We are a 
full-service credit union, offering savings and share 
draft (checking accounts) with debit cards; IRA ac-
counts and CD’s; three kinds of Visa credit cards 
with low interest rates; new and used car loans; as 
well as personal loans.  Visit us on our website today 
at www.ummcu.com, or call us at 309-827-8636, and 
we will be happy to assist you in practicing Chris-
tian stewardship. 
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The Muppets take East St. Louis
By Heather Kemper-Hussey*

CARMI — Elastec/American Marine is a world-class 
company.

Proof of that came at midday Tuesday when the Carmi-
based company won an international competition in con-
vincing style.

EAM took first prize (and $1 million) in the $1.4 million 
Wendy Schmidt Oil Cleanup X CHALLENGE.

The announcement was made in New York City by the X 
PRIZE Foundation-described as the leading nonprofit orga-
nization solving the world's grand challenges by creating and 
managing large-scale, global incentivized competitions--and 
philanthropist Wendy Schmidt, who personally funded the 
prize purse.

EAM and the second place team, NOFI from Tromsø, 
Norway, emerged from an original field of more than 350 
entry submissions from around the world. The teams were 
honored for their "remarkable and historic achievement" for 

cleaning up crude oil on the ocean's surface, according to a 
news release provided by the challenge.

The Awards Ceremony was attended by X PRIZE Foun-
dation representatives; government and business leaders; oil 
industry executives; and representatives from the 10 finalist 
teams. The winning teams were presented with a trophy and 
prize purse - $1 million for Elastec/American Marine and 
$300,000 for NOFI. The third place prize was not awarded.

Launched in July 2010 in the wake of the Deepwater Ho-
rizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, the competition inspired 
entrepreneurs, engineers and scientists worldwide to develop 
innovative, rapidly deployable and highly efficient methods of 
capturing crude oil from the ocean surface. The finalist teams 
demonstrated their cleanup systems individually during rig-
orous field testing over a 10-week period in the summer. The 
teams were overseen by an experienced panel 

Bethany Prange, communications coordinator at the St. Louis Food-
bank, talks to children at the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House in 
East St. Louis, Ill. A UMNS photo by Heather Kemper-Hussey.

Carmi-based company wins $1 million in oil cleanup challenge
(Editor’s note: Two of the three owners of Elastec/American Marine – Jeff Cantrell and Jeff Bohleber attend Carmi Emmanuel UMC.  Cantrell was the leader of 
the design team and his son-in law, Brian Orr, was one of the design engineers and builders of the skimmer. Orr and Jerome Riley, another member of the design 
team also are members of Carmi Emmanuel. The church’s youth coordinator, Keesha Allen, is also part of the Elastec office team.  It was Elastec that provided the 
technology which enabled BP to clean up the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010.)

continued on pg. 19, see Carmi
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Gates praises church 
in malaria fight
By Larry Hollon*

More than 1.1 million children, pregnant 
mothers and working fathers are alive today be-
cause of gains in preventing and treating malaria. 
Since 2000 the malaria death rate has been reduced 
by 20 percent.

United Methodists have played a role in that 
fight, and the church’s work drew praise from phi-
lanthropist Melinda Gates Oct. 18 during the Ma-
laria Forum sponsored by the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

The answer to ending malaria rests in leader-
ship, Gates said.

"Leaders inspire us to do the extraordinary,” she 
told her audience of 300.

"(United) Methodist Bishop Thomas Bickerton 
believes the meaning of the scripture is the service 
rendered by millions of (United) Methodists. So 
his church created Imagine No Malaria. He took 
something that was none of his business and made 
it his business with this campaign. Now (United) 
Methodists from all over have made it their busi-
ness too, by donating to this cause," she said.

‘Change the future’
Gates told the story of 2-year-old Said Shaku-

ru, who was unconscious from malaria when his 
mother brought him to a hospital.

"But he's alive today because he received the 
treatment that he needed," Gates said.

"Several years ago, his older sister got sick with 
malaria, too. But she didn't get the treatment she 
needed, and she died," Gates told group. "Said's 
mother has felt the difference between then and 
now more keenly than any of us sitting in this room. 
For her, it's the difference between her daughter's 
tragic death and the enormous hopes that she has 
for her beautiful son.

"We can't change the past, but we are changing 
the future," she said.

Gates said she is filled with optimism about 
what can be accomplished. She noted that the use 
of bed nets has dramatically reduced deaths caused 
by malaria, but she cautioned that "we are at the 
very early stages of this disease" and that a pro-
longed, sustained effort will be required to prevent 
reversing the positive trends.

She told the forum that the world needs to 
move even faster to eliminate deaths caused by ma-
laria, and she called for doubling current funding 
levels to fill the gap between the present and what 
is needed for the future.

Along with the mention of The United Meth-
odist Church, Gates cited other leaders in the 
global fight against the disease: Dr. Saleem Abdul, 
director of the Research Institute in Tanzania and 
principal investigator in a pioneering vaccine trial, 
President Jakaya Kikwete of Tanzania for creat-
ing the African Leaders Malaria Alliance, which 
releases a scorecard to make the progress of all 
member countries a matter of public record, and 
Awa Marie Coll-Seck, executive director of the Roll 
Back Malaria Partnership, which is the global um-
brella group coordinating malaria response.

The Imagine No Malaria campaign was initi-
ated by the General Conference of the church in 
2007. It is a multi-pronged effort including a fund-
raising campaign goal of $75 million, public policy 
advocacy for funds, research and treatment, and 
the creation of a sustainable health infrastructure 
in Africa – where the malaria burden is greatest – 
plus training health workers and distributing bed 
nets and medications. 

*Hollon is top staff executive of United Methodist Communi-
cations and publisher of United Methodist News Service.

    

IMAGINE 
NO MALARIA

WASHINGTON, 
D.C. (UMNS) -- More 
than 50 Imagine No 
Malaria advocates were 
in the U.S.capital the 
week of Oct. 3 to ask 
members of Congress 
to help them save lives.

The event was 
jointly sponsored by 
the United Methodist 
Board of Church and 
Society, United Meth-
odist Communications 
and the Board of Glob-

al Ministries as part of the shared commitment to Imagine 
No Malaria.

With federal budget cuts looming, U.S. funding for ma-
laria programs in Africa is at stake, said the advocates. They 
are urging government leaders to protect existing levels of 
funding to fight a disease that affects millions of people each 
year.

John Hill, director of environmental and economic justice 
for the Board of Church and Society, explained the ramifica-
tions of malaria funding cuts in simple terms.

“The current 9 percent budget cut under consideration 
in the House of Representatives means as many as 3.8 mil-
lion people in Africa would no longer have access to malaria 
treatment,” he said.
Raising voices

To gain support for protecting current levels of ma-
laria funding, advocates came from key legislative districts 
throughout the country. 

Fifty-nine people, representing nine United Methodist 
annual (regional) conferences, were involved in the “INM 
Days on the Hill.” Participants included five students from 
United Methodist-related Allegheny College and two high 
school students from northern Virginia. Six native Africans 
were present; five now live in the United States. 

During the Oct. 4-6 event, participants were updated on 
Imagine No Malaria programs in Africa and briefed on the 
budget issue before conducting personal visits with members 
of Congress.

Mike McCurry — a United Methodist, former White 
House press secretary and current Imagine No Malaria ex-
ecutive committee member — coached the advocates on how 
to deliver the message to elected officials.

He emphasized that the officials must be reminded that 
“U.S. funds to fight malaria is money well spent because our 
work is making progress against this disease.”

Just last year, the World Health Organization updated 
malaria mortality rates, reducing the death toll from an es-
timated 1 million lives per year to 800,000 lives. In spite of 
that remarkable progress, malaria remains a leading killer of 
children and pregnant women throughout Africa.

Also speaking at the event were Dr. Christoph Benn, di-
rector of external relations with The Global Fund, and retired 
U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Timothy Ziemer, director of the Presi-
dent’s Malaria Initiative.
Taking it personally

Although much of the talk in the halls of Congress is 
about budget and impending cuts, advocates say the discus-
sion about malaria comes down to saving lives.

“It is so difficult to see people die from a preventable 
disease like malaria,” said the Rev. Francis Mutach Kapend 
of Lubumbashi, Democratic Republic of Congo. “It is very 
touching to know that the faithful are able to mobilize to 
ask the (U.S.) government to help support the work of the 
church.”

Imagine No Malaria’s Congo bed-net campaign has made 
a dramatic impact on his home community he said. After the 
nets were installed in hospitals in 2010, the number of treated 
malaria cases dropped from 217,235 to 135,000 and the num-
ber of malaria deaths from 481 to 231.

Imagine No Malaria advocates were sure to bring those 
stories to elected officials during Oct. 5 visits to the offices of 
U.S. senators and representatives.

“Hearing the personal stories is striking. It reminds us 
that this fight isn’t about statistics or politics,” said Donna 
Hough, an Imagine No Malaria advocate from Marleton, N.J. 
“It’s about people. And that makes you want to fight for fund-
ing.”
Bullseye

The advocacy teams visited the offices of 10 House mem-
bers and 10 Senate members and were able to meet person-
ally with Rep. Tim Griffin (R-Ark.), Rep. Jeff Fortenberry ( 
R-Neb.), Rep. Gerry Connolly ( D-Va.), Rep. Tom Marino (R-
Pa.), Rep. Mike Kelly (R-Pa.), Rep. Heath Shuler (D-N.C.), 
Sen. John Boozman (R-Ark.) and Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-
N.J.).

Those stories hit their target. Lautenberg encouraged his 
constituents to help spread the word about the importance 
of international aid to assist in fighting diseases like malaria.

 “People don’t realize that malaria isn’t just a thing of the 
past,” he said. “Please keep working at it.”

Danielle Snider, a team member from Canton, N.C., 
said she was pleased to visit Shuler as an advocate for global 
health.

"I am a United Methodist through and through,” she said. 
“My husband’s a pastor; my father’s a pastor. There are a lot of 
people in my family who are pastors. I’ve been in the church 
all my life, but I have never been as proud to be a United 
Methodist as I am today.”

INM Days on the Hill was also supported by the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief and Africa University in Mu-
tare, Zimbabwe. To take action in support of malaria funding, 
visit the Imagine No Malaria website.  

(Rob Naylor is the communications coordinator for Imagine No Malaria. 
The Rev. Clayton Childers, Board of Church and Society, contributed to this 
report.)

Asking Congress to save lives
By Rob Naylor

Mike McCurry provides a training on how 
to make an effective visit with legislators 
during the Imagine No Malaria Days on 
the Hill advocacy event.  A UMNS photo 
by Skyler Nimmons.

Dr. Frances Mutach of Democratic Republic of Congo provides an update on progress against malaria in his home country during the Imagine No 
Malaria Days on the Hill advocacy event.  A UMNS photo by Skyler Nimmons.
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People who had the least to start with before the recession 
were hit first, hit hardest, and will regain lost ground slowest, 
according to the 2010 Report on Illinois Poverty. Workers in the 
lowest income group in Illinois had a 1930’s-like unemploy-
ment rate of 27.0percent in the 4th quarter of 2009 while Il-
linois’ overall unemployment rate was 10.2percent.

More than 1.5 million Illinoisans, 12.2 percent of the state’s 
population, were living in poverty in 2008. An additional 16.0 
percent—more than 2 million people—were on shaky financial 
ground with incomes between the poverty line and twice the 
poverty line. The magnitude of this poverty data, based on in-
formation from 2008, does not fully capture the effects of the 
recession.

Signs of increasing poverty are seen throughout the state. 
The report found that poverty worsened in many areas of the 
state even before the worst of the recent economic crisis, in-
creasing in 63 of Illinois’ 102 counties. A total of 29 counties 
were placed on the report’s Poverty Warning List, an indication 
that poverty trends in these counties are the most alarming in 
Illinois. Another 42 counties appeared on the Poverty Watch 
List, which accounts for counties where poverty indicators 
need to be monitored closely.

Male, minority, younger, and less educated workers have 
been hit hardest by unemployment in this recession. In 2009:

•  The unemployment rate for men was 11.1 percent 
compared to women’s unemployment rate of 8.7 percent.
•  The unemployment rate for black workers was 17.1
percent compared to 9.0 percent for white workers. 
•  Newer entrants to the workforce (ages 20 to 24) had 
an unemployment rate of 16.3 percent compared to rates 
of 9.7 percent and below for older workers. 
•  Workers with less than a high school diploma are 4 
times more likely to be unemployed than workers with a 
bachelor’s degree. 

Illinoisans have experienced a tremendous erosion of 
wealth as a result of the recession:

•  Only 9 states had a greater proportion of foreclosure 
filing in March 2010 than Illinois, in which 1 out of every 
371 homes received a foreclosure filing.
•  1 out every 7 Illinois households has zero or negative 
net worth. 
•  Illinoisans’ average debt from all sources is over 
$11,300. 
•  The increase in personal bankruptcy filings from 
2006-2009 in Chicago region counties has been exponential: 
Cook +163 percent, DuPage +249 percent, Kane +266 
percent, Lake +190 percent, McHenry +240 percent, and 
Will +191 percent. 

Extreme poverty has worsened, with those in extreme 
poverty being subject to great hardship:

•  680,000 Illinoisans lived in extreme poverty in 2008 
on an annual income of less than half of the poverty line 
(less than $11,000 a year for a family of four) – a 
considerable increase from 2000 when 619,240 Illinoisans 
lived in extreme poverty. 
•  Being in extreme poverty greatly increases a person’s 
likelihood of being uninsured.  Forty-nine percent of adults 
ages 18-64 years old in extreme poverty are uninsured, 
versus 16.4percent for those not in extreme overty. 
•  Low-income people with disabilities face severe 
gaps between disability payment amounts, averaging 
$674 a month in Illinois, and average monthly rents for 
a 1-bedroom at $788 and even studio apartments at 
$690. 

Illinois poverty levels 
continue to surge upward

Some depressing statistics released by the U.S. 
Census Bureau Sept. 13 show that Illinois is cur-
rently home to more poor people than was the case 
nearly two decades ago.

As the Chicago Sun-Times reports, more than 
1.82 million people lived at or below the poverty 
level in Illinois last year compared to 1.69 million 
the year before --  percentage-wise, that's an in-
crease of 14.1 percent from 13.2 percent in 2009. 

While Illinois' poverty rate is high, it is still 
lower than the current national average, which is 
a whopping 15.1 percent, or just more than 46 mil-
lion Americans. The number is the highest-ever 
since the Census Bureau began reporting poverty 
rates in 1959.

The number of uninsured Illinois residents is 
also on the rise. The Sun-Times reports that 1.91 
million people, or 14.8 percent of the state's pop-
ulation last year are without health insurance, up 
from 14.2 percent or 1.81 million in 2009. Related-
ly, the number of long-term unemployed Illinois-
ans, those who have not found a job in more than 
26 weeks of searching, is also at a near-record high.

The Chicago Tribune reports that the poverty 
figures are being felt locally at food pantries, low-
income resource centers and homeless shelters 
throughout the Chicagoland area. Bob Dolgan, a 
spokesman for the Greater Chicago Food Deposi-
tory, said his organization, which operates some 
650 shelters and pantries in the area said they've 
serviced 5.1 million individual visits during the 
most recent fiscal year. Three years ago, that num-
ber was only 3.2 million.

As recently as 1999, the Illinois poverty rate 
was just 10.7 percent. According to a report issued 
late last year by the Heartland Alliance for Human 
Needs and Human Rights, emphasized that child 
poverty rates and "extreme poverty" rates -- the 
number of those living on less than half the federal 
poverty threshold -- has also been steadily on the 
rise over the past decade.

The Census Bureau defines poverty as hav-
ing a household income of $11,139 or less for one 
person and $22,314 for a family of four. Without 
unemployment insurance or other government as-
sistance, the reported poverty rate would have been 
even higher.

According to the Associated Press, University of 
Chicago professor Bruce Meyer said the worst may 
still be coming down the pike in terms of poverty 
levels both in Illinois and nationwide as demand 
continues to increase for food stamps and other 
government assistance -- a safety net that is under 
serious threat of drastic cutbacks given the state's 
dire financial straits. 

--Huffington Post, Sept. 14, 2011

Homelessness in Illinois
Based on the January 2011 National Alliance to 

End Homelessness State of Homelessness report, an 
estimated 14,055 people experience homelessness 
each night in Illinois.

* 84% were living in shelters and transitional 
housing, while 16% were unsheltered. 

* 53% were single adults and 47% were persons 
living in families. 

* 16% were chronically homeless according
to HUD’s definition.

People who are homeless in Illinois have a vari-
ety of characteristics. Of the total persons who are 
homeless at a given point in time, sheltered and un-
sheltered, in Illinois:

15% are veterans

32% are severally mentally ill

48% have chronic substance abuse issues

4% are living with HIV/AIDS

25% are victims of domestic violence
(The State of Homelessness in America. Prepared by National 

Alliance to End Homelessness. January 2011). 

2010 Report on 
Illinois Poverty
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CHAMPAIGN – It's about 8:30 p.m. After two hours 
mainly spent outside in frigid temperatures, volunteers are 
ready to call it a night.

The Salvation Army truck they use has just pulled back 
into the thrift store parking lot on North Market Street when 
volunteer driver Dan Davies, 56, gets a cell phone call from 
a Champaign police officer, saying that a 61-year-old woman 
needs food. As the truck makes a U-turn for the 2-mile trek 
south, volunteer Karen Krusa fills three bags with food for the 
woman.

When they arrive, Dan's wife, Barb Davies, 48, the leader 
of the group, gives the officer a list of local agencies that help 
the homeless. The woman seems reluctant to stay at a shelter, 
but police won't let her stay in the underground garage where 
they found her.

Barb Davies calls a local emergency shelter to see if they 
will allow the woman to stay there, although it is past their 
usual cutoff time for evaluations.

As she waits to find out her fate, the woman, who intro-
duces herself as Ann, takes shelter in the warm truck, telling 
Krusa that she has been homeless for 2 1/2 years. This is her 
second time on the street.

After getting off the phone, Davies says a shelter employee 
may have a couch available in her home for the woman to sleep 
on. The truck drives the woman to the police station to wait 
until arrangements can be confirmed.

This is the Canteen Run. Two nights a week, a truck parks 
in front of locations throughout downtown Champaign where 
low-income and homeless people congregate.

The truck is loaded with plastic bins and coolers full of 
food and drinks and laundry hampers stuffed with clothing 
and blankets. Toiletries are also available.

At each stop, whoever is riding in the back puts down a 
black plastic step stool to help bridge the gap between the back 
of the truck and the pavement. Volunteers, most from area 
churches, then jump out and wait for people to grab free food 
and clothing. If the needy aren't there already, they seek them 
out.

Sometimes volunteers just pray with the people or offer 
them information about services available.

"We try to find out what their needs are and direct them," 
Barb Davies said.

The Canteen Runs started three years ago through Part-
nering Against Homeless, a networking body of government 
agencies, not-for-profits and programs that serve the home-
less. The Salvation Army volunteered the use of its canteen 
truck.

Dan and Barb Davies, who are Champaign residents and 
members of the Savoy United Methodist Church, were the first 
two volunteers for the program.

"We look at it as mission work," Dan Davies said. "We're 
trying to do what we're called to do. It's something we're pas-
sionate about."

The truck currently goes out on Monday and Thursday 
nights. Organizers want to take it out every night of the week.

"You don't have to belong to a church (to volunteer)," Barb 
Davies noted.

Until this year, the Canteen Runs only went out on Mon-
days during the winter. Last summer, volunteers would en-
counter as many as 60 people, though whether all of those 
people were homeless is unknown.

"We were getting extremely busy," Barb Davies said. "We 
stepped up asking for donations."

The Canteen Run is quickly outgrowing its truck, especial-
ly in the winter when bulky coats make it even more crowded. 
Organizers are trying to raise enough money to buy a used 
concession trailer that would allow meals to be prepared on 
the spot or even a used ambulance that would offer more stor-
age space and could be easily cleaned. That would probably 
cost about $35,000.

On this night, volunteers are handing out ham sandwiches 
made by a family from the Davies' church. Other nights they 
may give out peanut butter sandwiches.

While much of what the Canteen Run volunteers hand out 
is donated, it still costs between $200 and $300 per month in 
gas to operate the truck.

Those receiving food and clothing don't have to show 
identification of any kind. Volunteers count on the honesty of 
those they're helping.

"The little kids sometimes see us as a goodie truck," Barb 
Davies admitted. "We're not out to select who we help. We 
want to bring the body of Christ together."

While some nights are busy, on Thanksgiving night, for ex-
ample, the Canteen Run encountered just one person in need 
of help.

"You never know what kind of night you're going to en-
counter," Barb Davies said as the truck pulled out to start the 
night's journey. "It's just the fact we're out there."

At the evening's first stop, the Illinois Terminal, the group 
meets a variety of people. A man on his way to West Virginia 
wants only a cup of coffee. Meanwhile, volunteers sort through 
shoes looking for size 13 boots for another man.

"Y'all have a good day," an appreciative man calls back to 
volunteers as he leaves with a sandwich and some hot choco-
late.

Back on the road, Barb Davies braces herself on the boun-
cy ride with one hand on a cabinet and the other on a counter 
as she tells volunteers about a new emergency family shelter 
opening in St. Mary's Catholic Church's Oscar Romero Center 
in Champaign. Up until now, there had been no place in the 
community where homeless women and children could stay 
together until they found a more long-term solution.

Conversation then turns to how things had gone at the 
train station.

"There weren't many in there tonight," Karen Krusa's hus-
band, Doug, observes.

Dan Davies notes that because it's early in the month, some 
have just received Social Security checks. Barb Davies explains 
that the homeless often have their mail sent to a friend's ad-
dress or to a place like St. Jude Catholic Worker House that 
allows them to use its address.

On this night, the volunteers don't encounter many famil-
iar faces, although many nights they do.

"A lot of these people you get to know," Barb Davies said.
The next stop is the Champaign Public Library.
Bill Taylor, another Savoy United Methodist Church mem-

ber who met up the Canteen Run at the train station, walks 
through the building, scanning the faces, looking for those in 
need. He approaches some people using public access comput-
ers.

"You need anything from Salvation Army?" he asks no one 
in particular. "Coffee or cake?"

No one seems to respond. Taylor approaches a disabled 
man with whom he's clearly acquainted and quietly converses 
with him.

Later, two college-aged girls who had been sitting at the 

computers come out to the truck, seeking some warm bever-
ages and food.

While the girls are being helped, Doug Krusa says he and 
Karen began volunteering with the Canteen Run after reading 
an article about it in the newspaper.

"We spent one evening doing it, and we've done it every 
week since," he says.

Krusa says something as simple as seeing a little girl at the 
train station smile after receiving help makes it worthwhile for 
him.

"It's like Christmas for them," he said.
The hardest part is when he can offer people on the streets 

only some food to eat and blankets to cover themselves, Krusa 
says.

"It's very sad," he says.
Not every moment is so poignant, though; as the truck 

moves on, volunteers try to keep the mood light with stories 
and jokes.

"Even if we don't see a lot of people, we always have a good 
time," Barb Davies says.

A stop at Sixth and Green streets allows volunteers to can-
vass campus, looking for anyone who is homeless. But on this 
bitter cold night, none is found.

The Canteen truck returns to the train station. Dan Davies 
takes some coffee to cab drivers waiting for fares. Taylor gets 
a hug after finding some scarves, hats, gloves and blankets for 
Chicago resident Latifah Smith and her 7-year-old nephew, 
Charles Thigpen.

"That made my day," Taylor says later.
Taylor has been helping the homeless for years.
"I know the guys on the street," he said. "I'm one of them. 

I'll find them anything they need."
Taylor goes to a lot of church rummage sales to find clothes 

for the Canteen Run, and his daughter bakes for it.
"I think it's really nice," Marquieta Walker says after Taylor 

locates some clothes for her 2-year-old daughter, Amari Con-
ner. "It's a blessing for people who don't have money."

Back at the truck, Barb Davies is trying to help Champaign 
resident Rebecca Adams and her 10-year-old daughter Kylee 
find a place to stay in anticipation of the friends with whom 
they are staying asking them to leave.

"I think it's very helpful and sweet," Adams says of the 
Canteen Run volunteers' efforts.

For Jason Fisher, the youth minister at Good Shepherd Lu-
theran Church in Champaign, volunteering with the Canteen 
Run is a way for him to encourage members of his congrega-
tion to meet and connect with homeless people.

"We can be people they (the homeless) are friends with and 
they know," Fisher said. "We invite them over and introduce 
them to our friends. Any one of us could become homeless."

Kristy Wilson, who attended a recent Canteen Run meet-
ing, knows the problems of homeless teens and young adults 
only too well – she is the residential services coordinator at 
Community Elements. Wilson cited statistics that show that 
there are at least 367 homeless teens in Champaign County.

Wilson said the causes of youths becoming homeless are 
many – substance abuse, mental health problems, abuse and 
many others. But she's not without hope.

"They (homeless youth) are incredibly resilient," Wilson 
said. 

(Reprinted with permission from the Feb. 20 issue of the Champaign 
News-Gazette,The News-Gazette, Inc..)

Canteen Run offers help to some 
of Champaign-Urbana’s neediest
By Christine Walsh, Champaign News-Gazette

(Editor’s note: Since publication of this story, Canteen Run is now operating year-round three nights a week. Canteen Run is a five-year-old 
ministry of the Salvation Army and Savoy UMC is one of its partners and members volunteer regularly to staff the canteen as well as donate other 
items that are given away, such as blankets, underwear, socks, shirts, vitamins, toiletries, jackets, gloves, gifts, scarves, towels, backpacks, duffle 
bags, sleeping bags and baby food. Volunteers are also available to pray with persons they meet.)

Kyla Stanley, 10, clutches gloves and a hat as she sips a hot chocolate 
in the parking lot of Illinois Terminal. Several churches, in cooperation 
with the Salvation Army, take a canteen truck through downtown 
Champaign with the sole purpose of offering food, drinks, informa-
tion, articles of clothing, blankets, information about agencies that 
can help them and prayers to anyone they meet on the streets who 
needs it. Photos by Robin Scholz, Champaign News-Gazette

Barb Davies, right, shows Matthew Minniear possible places to stay at the parking lot of the Illinois Terminal in Champaign during a Canteen 
Run in February.
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“It seems people don’t necessarily remember what they 
are told of God’s love, but they never forget what they have 
experienced of God’s love.” (Sjogren, 29)

SPRINGFIELD -- Many of our local churches 
have become invisible to the communities in which 
they reside. 

Woodside UMC, located in the Laketown area of 
Springfield, was once the center of civic activity in 
the community. Woodside listed 999 members on its 
rolls 40 years ago. Today, it lists less than 200. Eigh-
teen months ago, Woodside told their Superinten-
dent, “We do not want to die, what do we do?”  They 
were told to pray, pray, pray!  Listen for God’s will.

Woodside has been studying the book, Conspira-
cy of Kindness, by Steve Sjogren (1993). Sjogren uses 
the story of the Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:29-37) to 
illustrate what servant evangelism is. Woodside has 
begun modeling what servant evangelism with “no 
strings attached” is all about. Woodside has been 
looking at where they are, where God is calling them 
to be, how do they get to where God is calling them 
to be, and how do they move beyond.

By listening to God’s calling, Woodside saw a vi-
sion of reaching the poor and needy of Laketown by 
providing assistance for food, gas, rent, utilities and 
medications. The opportunity was through open-
ing a resale store, called Laketown Ministries, Inc., 
on Stevenson Drive where 20,000 cars pass by each 
day.  Laketown Ministries, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) orga-
nization of Woodside United Methodist Church. All 
proceeds, over and above expenses, go into a fund 
for assistance to the needy of the Laketown ministry 
area. The ministry area is a two-mile radius around 
Woodside church where there are 16,000 people liv-
ing.

The resale store has new and used clothing, new 
and used shoes, books, videos/CDs/DVDs, house-
wares and holiday items that are sold at greatly re-
duced prices. Volunteer workers are the mainstay 
of the store and volunteers may work as little or as 
much as they would like during the two shifts, 9:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 1:30 to 5:30 p.m. The store is 
open Tuesdays through Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. un-
til 5:30 p.m. The opening of the store has been made 
possible by a grant from the Larson Trust. The initial 
opening was Oct. 15 and the Grand Opening will be 
Nov. 5 at 11 a.m.

Woodside UMC is living out the vision of all the 
poor and hungry feasting at God’s table through its 
new outreach ministry, Laketown Ministries, Inc. 
Laketown Ministries is partnering and will continue 
to partner with Kumler and other outreach minis-
tries in the Springfield area to provide assistance to 
the needy. 

You may be a part of this new ministry by call-
ing the church office at 217-529-2736 or the resale 
store at 217-679-5006 to volunteer. Donations will be 
accepted on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. or by 
appointment. The ministry does not accept toys, ap-
pliances/air conditioners, TVs, or furniture. 

GRANITE CITY – A vision for caring for a community’s 
hunger during the summer by providing them a free lunch has 
become a growing partnership of church, school district and 
several government entities that is meeting the needs by taking 
ministry to them.

Granite City Trinity UMC has embraced such a vision of 
feeding children during the summer. The congregation, which 
had been a student pastorate until returning to full-time status in 
2009, began to see deep hunger in its community – the type that 
causes a child’s belly to growl from lack of food.

When the congregation circulated a simple two-question in-
quiry that was distributed to every house in a 12 to 15 block ra-
dius. Among those who responded were:

• Grandparents who retired after working for 39 years, 
thinking they had enough to live comfortably  only to find 
themselves struggling after being left to raise their 
grandchildren

• Young parents work-
ing multiple jobs just to 
keep food on the 

table

• Families within the 
Trinity UMC  congrega-
tion struggling to 

keep their children fed

As the congregation 
began to unwrap hun-
ger, they began within 
their walls. The church 
began to feed all children 
who come to children’s 
church every Sunday 
morning and the church 
hosts a fourth Sunday 
hot breakfast, knowing that food budgets are often depleted by 
the end of the month. 

The church also began to help a few of the families in the 
neighborhood who were desperate for food. On one particular 
day, there was 
a family who 
literally had 
one can of veg-
etables in their 
house and when 
we dropped off 
bags of groceries 
a couple of the 
smaller children 
came out to help 
carry. While car-
rying a box of 
cereal, one of the 
little girls said, 
“it’s going be a 
good day papa, 
it’s going be a 
very good day.”

Even as the 
church was start-
ing to see the 
hunger issue,  
one of the local grade schools posted a sign in the summer of 
2010. It read, “Free lunch. Children through age 18. Ends June 
30.” After members of the congregation saw the sign, they asked, 
“What happens to those hungry children come July 1?” As the 
congregation began digging deeper, they found out that the num-
ber of students qualifying for free or reduced price lunches within 
the school district had increased to 60 percent with some schools 
as high as 85 percent. With a total student population of just over 
6,500, that meant close to 4,000 were receiving free or reduced 
priced lunches. Totals are based upon those parents who com-
pleted the form and may actually be higher.

Working out of four locations (the two Granite City grade 
schools, Trinity’s Outreach Center and the Granite City Town-
ship Hall), the TWIGS summer lunch program was launched in 
the summer of 2011 providing free lunches to Granite City area 
children ages Pre-K to 8th grade Monday through Friday for the 
months of June, July and August. The program begins the day 
after school is dismissed for the summer and runs until school 
resumes in the fall.

TWIGS is funded entirely through grants and personal do-
nations, whether monetary or “in-kind.” A couple of corpora-
tions donated pallets of food items and others donated refrigera-

tors and air conditioners for the Outreach Center.  Still, another 
woman, one of the grandmas who brought her grandchildren to 
one of the sites every day, had a connection to cases of new plastic 
grocery bags…perfect for sacking the lunches together.

Receiving an initial grant through the IGRC Emerging Min-
istries Grant Fund, the $3,000 helped to pay for the first shipment 
of Armour-Eckrich “Lunchmates.”

We were fortunate to have a professional grant writer to assist 
us. One  of the first lessons we learned from our grant-writer was 
that we could not be “Lone Rangers” if we truly wanted to receive 
the necessary funding to support this outreach. We had to have 
the support of others in the community – school district, city and 
township officials, corporations, churches and individuals.

Outside of the community support, the church has also part-
nered with Edwardsville St. John UMC.   Through the connection-
al system that brings together elder candidates and their mentors, 
Pastor Lisa Guillams was paired up with Rev. Sheryl Palmer, pas-

tor at St. John. Through this 
time of mentoring a relation-
ship of trust was built and 
many discussions and brain-
storming sessions were had 
about the TWIGS program.  
In the end, the congregation 
of St. John’s became a crucial 
“cog in the wheel”. Many in 
the congregation helped 
“man” the feeding sites each 
day and one group, JOMAS 
(Just Over Middle Age Se-
niors) had volunteers who 
worked all four locations ev-
ery Wednesday. 

“We just feel so blessed 
to have partnered with such 
an amazing and faithful 

group of servants for Jesus Christ,” Palmer said. 
At the end of Summer 2011 it was clear that TWIGS was feed-

ing empty bellies, touching the lives of children and their families 
and making a difference in the community. On our final day there 

were many tears 
shed, hugs given 
and smiles and 
laughter shared. 
The children who 
began the sum-
mer reluctant to 
come and receive 
a lunch were run-
ning up to say 
hello and quickly 
looking in their 
bags to see what 
was for lunch 
that day. We also 
had many parents 
and grandparents 
who shed tears 
while thanking us 
for caring enough 
to help them feed 
their children. 
Many mentioned 

that they didn’t know how they were going to feed their chil-
dren this summer, but with the help of TWIGS they were able to 
spread their food budget.

We also learned that we need to be in the neighborhoods 
where the children live. In many instances, the children are 
bussed to the schools; therefore they have no way to get to the 
school(s) during the summer. So, if they cannot get to us, we will 
go to them. This means we will hand out the lunches from coolers 
in the back of vans, trucks, or cars. In some instances the volun-
teers may simply be dropped off with a cooler and a chair. 

As we look forward to and plan for 2012, our focus is on more 
feeding locations, additional sources of funding and partnering 
with more “food resources;” so that we can reach more children. 
A huge part of this focus is the implementation of a new 501c3 
non-profit known as The Family TreeHouse. Even though the 
church is a non-profit there are many corporations and founda-
tions that will not donate to church-run programs, but are more 
than willing to donate to other non-profits. It  is our hope that the 
much needed additional funding will become available and more 
and more children can be fed during Summer 2012 and for many 
summers to come. 

Granite City gains a vision for feeding the hungry
Community partners with church to feed its children during the summer
By Lisa Guillams, Granite City Trinity UMC

Springfield Woodside 
vision reaches needy
By Dave Estep, Pastor, Springfield Woodside UMC



12 |  November 2011 |  The Current

JACKSONVILLE – It all began with a sermon, a YouTube 
video and God’s timing.

Mike Fender, pastor of Jacksonville Grace UMC, said a ser-
mon on baptismal vows in which members of the congregation 
were challenged to live out in mission what it means to support 
the church with their prayers, presence, gifts and witness.

The following Sunday, while preaching on the text from 
John in which Jesus is calling his disciples, Fender shared the 
viral video of Ted Williams, the homeless man with the golden 
voice. The video was filmed by United Methodist layman Doral 
Chenowith of Dayton, Ohio, a homeless advocate whose telling 
of Williams’ story vaulted Williams to national headlines.

“I simply asked the question in that sermon: ‘Would you 
be willing to do something to help the homeless? It would cost 
you nothing. Would you be willing to just say yes? And 75 to 
80 percent of the congregation said yes! At that time, I realized 
I had a consensus.”

God’s timing came into play later that same day when 
Fender saw Alan Bradish of the local Salvation Army. Brad-
ish told Fender about a group called New Directions and their 
need for an emergeny warming station. Fender told Bradish 
about his congregation’s response that morning and both men 
prayed about it. When the church council met the following 
evening and discussed the issue, the vote was unanimous to 
move forward in providing the space.

Since February, more than 2,000 bed nights have been pro-
vided in two Sunday School rooms that have been converted 
into men and women’s dormitories – each with 10 beds and a 
third room, which is a commons area. The ministry operates 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. seven days a week.

“The ministry is not designed to become home. It is a tran-
sitional shelter that enables people to get the help they need,” 
Fender said. “There are individuals from the Jacksonville Cor-
rectional Center that are paroled, having paid their debt to so-
ciety. But in order to be released, they have to have a place to go 

and have a job. A rural transportation system provides a ride 
to Beardstown-based Cargill where they can find employment 
and get a couple of paychecks in hand so they can transition 
into an apartment and the shelter provides a place for them to 
be able to get on their feet.”

The church, which was equipped with showers several 
years ago to provide overnight accommodations for persons 
participating in the Conference biking events, are now able to 
use the facility to provide for the needs of its clients.

“People at Grace are looking for places to plug in,” Fender 
said. “People are starting to practice radical hospitality. We are 
getting ready to put in a laundry but in the meantime, we have 
some ladies doing six to eight loads of laundry at their home 
for the residents and the hospitality is capturing the commu-
nity, not just Grace.”

Because the facility does not have a kitchen, it cannot serve 
prepared food. However, Fender said, nothing prevents the 
church from holding a nightly potluck. “If we prepare the food 
onsite, we fall under the same guidelines as a restaurant,” he 
said. “But you know what…even restaurants are calling and 
saying, ‘we have prepared too much food. Can you use it?’”

The radical hospitality of the church is also seen in how 
the church has responded to other needs. When First Chris-
tian Church sustained a fire in its facility in November 2010, 
the congregation became nomadic, moving from place to 
place. Grace extended an invitation and on Palm Sunday, both 
congregations began utilizing Grace’s facility and both pro-
vide worship services on Sunday morning with Grace having 
a 9 a.m. service and First Christian a service at 10:45 a.m. A 
combined Easter Sunday morning worship totaled 868 in at-
tendance.

In addition, an Eastern Orthodox Church uses the Grace 
Chapel once a quarter for a vesper service with a priest travel-
ing from Quincy to officiate for a small group of believers. 

JACKSONVILLE – Homeless advocate Vanessa Tyus un-
derstands the needs of her clients who frequent the new Com-
fort Center housed inside Jacksonville Grace UMC.

As a homeless advocate for Helping Hands ministry in 
Springfield, Tyus returned to Jacksonville to help her commu-
nity to begin addressing the homeless situation in the greater 
Morgan County area. 

“I started seeing persons from Jacksonville coming to 
Springfield because there were no services,” Tyus said. “So I 
came back and begin meeting with the City Council to see 
what could be done.”

But it was a 2006 event that gave her the passion for her 
work. 

“I was out with a homeless man one day and trying to get 
him located in an apartment,” Tyus recalled. “When I was driv-
ing home, I started seeing billows of smoke in the air and the 
closer I got to home, I realized it was my home that was on fire. 
In just minutes, I was homeless myself.”

Tyus said the incident, which caused her, her four children 
and a baby to be housed in a motel for four months, was a time 
of questioning God. 

“I prayed, ‘Lord, why would you do this when I am trying 
to help so many people?’” Tyus said. “The response was very 

clear: you have to live it before you can serve.”
Joining forces with the Salvation Army, Tyus was directed 

to Grace UMC by Alan Bradish who had spoken with Grace 
UMC pastor Mike Fender. 

“Between this church and community, there has been an 
overwhelming response to the needs,” Tyus said. “We want it to 
look like home – a place to live, love and laugh.”

But Tyus also runs a taut ship in that every client must be 
looking for work. “We are able to plug them into social service, 
but each day they have to have a plan, whether it is looking for 
a job or actually working in order to stay,” she said.

Sue Bowen, who volunteers at the comfort center, finds it 
an opportunity to give back for the blessings she has received.

“It takes special people to be willing to get outside their 
comfort zone and help,” Bowen said, who was once homeless 
herself. “All of us, at one time or another have been homeless or 
just two paychecks from being there. “

Betty Kaesberg, a current comfort center resident, said she 
was assaulted in her apartment building and the financial is-
sues that came from her medical expenses made it impossible 
to pay rent.

“I feel like part of the family,” Kaesberg said. “This ministry 
gives me a lot of faith and hope.” 

Jacksonville Grace addressing homeless problem
Sunday school room converted into comfort center
By Paul Black

By Lori Nimke, Magnolia UMC

In December 2010 a woman came to our church 
with a variety of needs, and one of her primary needs 
included transportation.   At approximately the same 
time I became aware of a local transportation com-
mittee that met monthly to discuss and eventually to 
initiate public transportation for the Putnam Coun-
ty area.   In attending a first meeting I discovered 
that rural public transportation was not limited to 
Putnam County but was evolving throughout the 
entire State of Illinois.   How exciting it was to know 
that meeting the transportation needs of those living 
in our rural communities was so wide spread.

There are a variety of needs to meet in the ru-
ral public transportation system, with an emphasis 
on providing service to everyone throughout rural 
Illinois.  The needs of many individuals are met 
through transportation to medical appointments or 
for ease of transportation due to surgery and the in-
ability to drive for a period of time. There are some 
that will enjoy the convenience of the door to door 
service and for the older adult a relaxing and stress 
free ride.  There are also those that will ride the bus 
purely for social events, a trip to the grocery store, 
the local mall or a restaurant. 

 For many who are struggling economically, ru-
ral public transportation plays a much more signifi-
cant role.   For those who cannot afford to take time 
off work to pick up a child, to take their parent to 
the doctor, or to have the money to repair their car 
for a week or a month will all benefit using public 
transportation.  There is also the student attend-
ing a local community college that does not have a 
car or chooses to ride the bus because it is less ex-
pensive than driving.  There are those that may not 
have family to depend on and limited support, for 
them public transportation is a blessing. Regardless 
of one’s economic situation, one can retain their in-
dependence, remain within their communities and 
continue to enrich their lives. 

The rural public transportation initiative for Illi-
nois was instituted six years ago.  Money has been al-
located for the development of rural transportation 
in Illinois for approximately 30 years.  Funding has 
increased on an average of 3 percent per year, de-
riving its source from 62 Federal Funding Streams.  
In our present economy and taking into account the 
longevity of this transportation initiative, it seems to 
have a stable foundation for continued success. 

Currently the State itself has completed Phase III 
with the exception of 11 counties.  I have recently at-
tended meetings in the Tri-County area of Calhoun, 
Greene and Jersey; Effingham County, Christian 
County as well as covering Sangamon and Menard 
counties.  These particular counties are in various 
stages of Phase III and are in need of your service.  
In participating in the committee meetings you will 
be at the ground level for input and decision mak-
ing as well as promoting rural transportation in local 
churches and throughout your communities. 

For those counties which have completed the 
process there should still be promotion which can 
be extended as well as encouraging those in your 
church and community to utilize the service.  The 
more people who utilize the system, the more the 
system will grow in its flexibility of operation as well 
as the number of small buses or vans available for 
each county. 

To all pastors, and laity I ask that you spread the 
word and encourage people to join their local trans-
portation committee.  If your church has a van you 
can be a vital part of this link in your community 
in setting up a service contract with your local lead 
agency.  Providing rural public transportation is a 
viable ministry throughout our Illinois Great Riv-
ers Conference.  In joining in this effort you will not 
only meet the needs of those in your local commu-
nities but you will also make connections through-
out other faiths and people from other communities 
within your County. 

If you have any further questions you may con-
tact me, Lori Nimke at llnimke@yahoo.com, text or 
phone at 815-257-1154.  You may also find dates for 
your next meeting from your local newspaper as well 
as through the offices of your local public officials.

Public transportation 
transforming lives in 
rural Illinois

Shelter director a tireless advocate for homeless
By Paul Black



I am currently reading an excel-
lent book by Mike Breen and Steve 
Cockram titled, Building a Discipling 
Culture. Early in the introduction 
readers see the following quote print-
ed in all capital letters:

IF YOU MAKE DISCIPLES, YOU 
ALWAYS GET THE CHURCH.

BUT IF YOU MAKE A CHURCH, 
YOU RARELY GET DISCIPLES.

The authors use the capital letters in much the same way 
people who regularly use electronic communication. In e-culture 
the use of all caps in a message tells the recipient that the sender 
intends to be screaming his or her message at the top of his or her 
lungs. It is meant to convey urgency.

Clearly Breen and Cockram are trying to get the reader’s at-
tention. They want to make sure we understand the central argu-
ment of their book and their approach to pastoral leadership. As 
I read Building a Discipling Culture it is abundantly clear to me 
that the authors are trying to wake up the church to the fact that 
it has got things backwards.

We’ve convinced ourselves that the church makes disciples. 
Therefore, we need to build up the church so that disciples can 
be made. The church is the factory, people and programs are the 
input, and disciples are the product. Disciple-making is a me-
chanical process similar to building automobiles, computers, or 
any other complex machine. The important thing is that we need 
to build and maintain the factory (church) in order to make the 
desired product (disciples).

The problem with this thinking is that it is not Scriptural. 
Here’s another insightful and challenging quote from Breen and 
Cockram:

Effective discipleship builds the church, not the other way 
around. We need to understand the church as the effect of disci-
pleship and not the cause. If you set out to build the church, there 
is no guarantee you will make disciples. It is far more likely that 
you will create consumers who depend on the spiritual services 
that religious professionals provide.

When we focus on building the church we too often end up 
with an institution that seeks to grow and sustain itself. Its mis-
sion is church growth by developing and providing programs 
and services that attract large numbers of people. Conventional 
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ATLANTA, Ga. -- Rev. 
Otis Moss III, senior pastor 
of Trinity United Church of 
Christ in Chicago, bluntly 
told a chapel full of pastors 
gathered yesterday at Em-
ory University Oct. 10 that 
Tweeting and other digital 
media are tools they need 
to embrace: “There is a lot 
of 8-track preaching in an 

MP3 world.”
Moss was one of eight national preaching stars sharing lec-

tures, sermons, worship moments and creative processes during 
the Art of Preaching in the 21st Century, a three-day conference 
sponsored by Emory’s Candler School of Theology.

The event, which ran Oct. 10-12, was designed to help 
preachers improve their techniques for delivering a great sermon 
and explore the challenges facing them in the digital age. It takes 
place in Cannon Chapel on Emory’s campus.

Moss called for a “360 degree homiletic” that embraces cul-
tural and technological changes rather than rejecting them. He 
peppered his lecture with astute cultural references, making the 
case, for instance, that the four pillars of hip-hop culture (graffiti, 
deejaying, breakdance, and rap) have a place in an ecclesiastical 
setting (defined by Moss in context as visual art, such as stained 
glass; use of technology, such as prerecorded music and video; 
movement of both preacher and audience; and oral culture).

But it was his references to the improvisational nature of jazz 
music that drove home his theme. “When we have the courage 
to step outside,” as jazz soloists must do, Moss said, “we may fail, 
but we find our voice. That is what we are called to do.

“Find that supportive group of people who may not sound 
just like you, but can play in the band,” he continued. “You all can 
make music together and that’s when the church works at its best 
and preaching works at its best.”

Conference organizer Rev. Thomas G. Long, Candler’s Bandy 
Professor of Preaching, delivered a lyrical sermon that explored 
the contradiction between Jesus’ request to his disciples in Luke 
9 to “take nothing” with them when preaching the gospel, while 
the mission of seminaries—and even the conference—was to 

pack preachers’ heads with information, processes and anec-
dotes to make them better at their jobs.

“I am sick to the point of nausea at people who go out into 
the pulpit with nothing,” quipped Long, named one of the top 12 
preachers in the English speaking world.

Quickly, a more serious Long deftly shifted toward his point. 
“I think Jesus is calling us to recognize that none of us can go out 
to preach the Kingdom if we believe we are taking the Kingdom 
to people. Rather we must identify the Kingdom that is already 
at work in them,” he said.

Rev. Anna Carter Florence, Peter Marshall Associate Profes-
sor of Preaching and Worship at Columbia Theological Semi-
nary in Decatur, challenged both preachers and parishioners to 
take active roles in their communities.

“Life and death is happening right outside the church doors 
and we are singing songs and feeling warm,” she said. “Doesn’t 
preaching feel like that sometimes? Doesn’t church feel like that 
sometimes?

Candler’s Teresa Fry Brown mixed matter-of-fact discussion 
about rhetorical strategies in preaching with a passionate, even 
accusatory, call for preachers to change their way of doing busi-
ness.

“The problem with the 21st century pulpit is that there are 
too many cowardly preachers,” said Fry Brown, professor of 
homiletics, director of Black Church Studies, and the first Af-
rican American woman to attain the rank of full professor at 
Candler.

“Most of the time we’re cloned in pulpits, we’re doing things 
we saw someone else do,” she said. “So people seek other faiths, 
and I’m not talking about Christianity. The faith in a pipe. The 
faith in a needle. The faith in a bottle.”

Some 140 multifaith church professionals and academics 
from around the country are attending the conference. Other 
presenters include P. Alice Rogers, assistant professor in the prac-
tice of congregational leadership at Candler; James C. Howell, 
senior pastor, Myers Park United Methodist Church, Charlotte, 
N.C.; Gary V. Simpson, senior pastor, Concord Baptist Church, 
Brooklyn, N.Y.; and Cláudio Carvalhaes, assistant professor of 
worship and preaching, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, Lou-
isville, Ky. 

Conference calls preachers to find 
their own voice within Tweet culture

Wesley accepting 
D.Min. applications

WASHINGTON, DC – Wesley Theological 
Seminary is accepting applications for Doctor of 
Ministry in Church Leadership Excellence. The 
application deadline is Dec. 1, 2011, for the May 
2012 cohort. The program provides clergy the 
enhanced knowledge, skills, and motivation to 
increase congregational and denominational ser-
vice, vitality, and growth. A serious engagement 
with contemporary secular leadership studies is 
held in tension with theology as participants ex-
amine the biblical, theological, and ethical foun-
dations of ministry through the lens of leadership 
to enhance their own fruitful practice of leader-
ship. The combined resources of the Wesley fac-
ulty and the Lewis Center for Church Leadership 
bring depth and energy to this program.

For more information, prospective students 
may visit www.wesleyseminary.edu/doctorofmin-
istry or contact Dr. Lovett H. Weems, Jr., direc-
tor of the Lewis Center, at (202) 885-8621 or 
lovettw@wesleyseminary.edu. 

Exploration 2011 in St. Louis

ST. LOUIS, Mo. -- Young adults ages 18- to  26 
years-old interested in exploring God’s call to or-
dained ministry in The United Methodist Church 
will gather in St. Louis Nov. 11-13 for Exploration 
2011, sponsored by the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry.

Exploration 2011 will include speakers, wor-
ship, workshops, and small group interaction to 
help students hear, discern, and respond to their 
call to ordained ministry. Speakers include the 
Rev. Adam Hamilton, founding pastor of The 
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in 
Leawood, Kan. The church has grown from four 
people in 1990 to more than 12,000 adult mem-
bers. 

The $175 registration fee covers hotel for two 
nights, double occupancy, as well as dinner on 
Friday, three meals on Saturday, and breakfast on 
Sunday. After September 25, the late registration 
fee is $200.

For more information, or to register for Ex-
ploration 2011, please visit www.gbhem.org/ex-
ploration or www.explorecalling.org. 

Discipleship and the church: have we got it backwards?
By Stephen Manskar

wisdom tells us a church that can attract large numbers of people 
to its programs and services is successful and vital. Success and 
vitality are then seen as faithfulness to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The problem with this focus on building the church is that 
discipleship always gets short shrift. It becomes one of the pro-
gram options provided to members. Membership is then equated 
with discipleship. Faithful consumption of church programs and 
services is all that is expected from disciples. Making disciples, 
therefore, is the process of turning “un-churched” people into 
faithful consumers of church programs. We end up with people 
who are ardent admirers of Jesus but who have little interest or 
time to “deny themselves, take up their cross daily” and follow 
him.

Breen and Cockram remind us that Jesus commissioned his 
disciples to “Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, 
in this way of life…” (Matthew 28:19a, The Message). Jesus never 
told his disciples to build the church. Building the church is his 
job (see Matthew 16:18). Our part is to obey his command to go 
into the world and train everyone we meet in Jesus’ way of life. 
Disciples are Jesus ambassadors who are given the task of invit-
ing and training the world in the way of holiness. The church 
emerges when we focus on doing what Jesus taught his disciples 
to do.

Discipleship and the church are organically related. They are 
symbiotic. One emerges with the other. They cannot be complete 
without each other. The important thing to always remember is 
that discipleship comes first. When we get that right, then Jesus 
will be at the center of the church. When Jesus is at the center 
the church is clear that its mission is his mission: preparing this 
world for the coming reign of God. When Jesus is at the cen-
ter the church proclaims and is good news to the poor; hungry 
people are fed; thirsty people find what they need to quench their 
thirst; people who are homeless and strangers find welcome; 
people who have nothing receive warm clothes and are helped 
to put on Christ (see Colossians 3:12); the sick are healed and 
prisoners are visited.

John Wesley understood this very well. When asked what was 
the purpose (mission) of the Methodist societies he replied, “To 
reform the nation, particularly the Church; and to spread Scrip-
tural holiness over the land.” His way of reforming the church 
was to make disciples of Jesus Christ, known as Methodist, and 
send them to be salt and light (see Matthew 5:13-16) the Church 

needed to faithfully participate in Christ’s mission in the 
world. He wanted to shift the Church’s focus from itself 
to Christ and his mission. Wesley’s method was making 
disciples of Jesus Christ whose lives were characterized by 
holiness of heart and life.

Covenant Discipleship groups are a contemporary 
adaptation of Wesley’s method of making disciples who 
make disciples. When congregations embrace the minis-
try of Covenant Discipleship they begin to make the shift 
from church growth to Jesus and his mission in the world. 


(Stephen Manskar is Director of Wesleyan Leadership for the General 
Board of Discipleship. Reprinted with permission from Manskar’s blog, 
Wesleyan Leadership, http://wesleyanleadership.wordpress.com.)
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self.” If you really believe that you stand on God’s grace, 
that means your work ethic, intelligence, and creativity are to 
God’s credit, not yours, which disqualifies using these quali-
ties as a soapbox from which to judge other people. A lot of 
Christians want to get credit for the humility of believing in 
divine providence while retaining the right to judge others 
based on an ethic of individual responsibility.

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, lived in a very 
different time than ours. He framed his entire theology 
around the concept of divine providence. His understanding 
of our dependence on God led him to believe that the rich 
were supposed to take care of the poor. Instead of saying, “If 
you’re not rich, blame yourself,” Wesley said, “If I die rich, 
blame me.” Here’s exactly how he put it in 18th century lan-
guage: “If I leave behind me ten pounds [when I die]… you 
and all mankind bear witness against me, that I have lived 
and died a thief and a robber.” Wesley believed that there was 
nothing wrong with making money as long as you spent all 
of it helping the poor after “supplying thy own reasonable 
wants, together with those of thy family.”

In his sermon, The More Excellent Way, Wesley explains 
that all wealth belongs to God and is given to those who have 
it for the purpose of taking care of others:

You may consider yourself as one in whose hands the Pro-
prietor of heaven and earth and all things therein has lodged 
a part of his goods, to be disposed of according to his direc-
tion. And his direction is, that you should look upon yourself 
as one of a certain number of indigent persons who are to be 
provided for out of that portion of His goods wherewith you 
are entrusted.

Wesley assumed that being truly dependent on God’s 
grace meant seeing ourselves as “indigent persons” (poor). 
People who have money have the God-given responsibil-
ity to help those who don’t. If Christians lived according to 
Wesley’s vision, none of us would have financial security but 
it wouldn’t matter because everyone would trust God and 
lean on each other. When Wesley saw that members of his 
Methodist movement were adding small luxuries to their life 
as they increased their wealth, he ripped into them in his 
Causes of the Inefficacy of Christianity:

But you say, you can ‘afford’ it! O be ashamed to take such 
miserable nonsense into your mouths…. Can any steward ‘af-
ford’ to be an errant knave? To waste his Lord’s goods? Can any 

servant ‘afford’ to lay out his master’s money any other wise 
than his master appoints him?

Wesley was utterly scandalized that anyone could spend 
more money than necessary on themselves. He contradicts 
the views of people like Herman Cain most squarely when 
he blames the rich among his followers for the plight of their 
poor brethren:

Many of your brethren, beloved of God, have not food to 
eat; they have not raiment to put on; they have not a place 
where to lay their head. And why are they thus distressed? Be-
cause you impiously, unjustly, and cruelly detain from them 
what your Master lodges in your hands on purpose to supply 
their wants!

Whereas today wealth is supposedly the measure of hard 
work and diligence, in Wesley’s sermon The Mystery of Iniq-
uity, he writes that poverty is the greatest virtue:

As long as the Christians in any place were poor they were 
devoted to God. While they had little of the world they did 
not love the world; but the more had of it the more they loved 
it. This constrained the Lover of their souls at various times 
to unchain their persecutors, who by reducing them to their 
former poverty reduced them to their former purity. But still 
remember: riches have in all ages been the bane of genuine 
Christianity.

I’m sure that somebody will say Wesley was just an 
oddball and he certainly was, but his views on wealth and 
poverty are far closer to the norm of historical Christianity 
than our age’s view that wealth shows our virtue. For most 
of Christian history, poverty was idealized because it meant 
putting your full trust in God. Part of the difference between 
Wesley’s vantage point and ours is that he was writing in a 
time when the values of capitalism were only starting to re-
place the values of feudalism that had preceded them.

The glue that held the feudal order together was the 
doctrine of divine providence, the idea that everything in 
creation belonged to God and everyone had a place within 
this order. The king’s privilege and power were accompa-
nied by an awesome responsibility for his subjects, each of 
whom had a certain acreage of land to tend for God and their 
king. If kings were not so easily corrupted by their power, 
then this order grounded in divine providence might have 
worked. Because divine providence was associated with the 
corruption of feudal Christendom, the presumptions that 
frame our secular society and free-market economy push in 

the entirely opposite direction.
The ethic of individual responsibility that people like 

Herman Cain are trying to make “Christian” is actually the 
core of the secular humanist response to feudal Christen-
dom’s understanding of divine providence. It is secular to 
think of our wealth as something we’ve earned and can use 
how we please instead of seeing it as a gift from God to use 
for His purpose. It doesn’t mean anything to piously credit 
your fortune to “the grace of God” unless you really see it as 
an unmerited gift. So many Christians today want to talk one 
way when the topic is economics and another way when the 
topic is religion.

John Wesley really believed that God has given us every-
thing we have to share with others. And while I don’t think 
we should return to feudalism, I do think that divine provi-
dence lays the foundation for a better world than the world 
of individual responsibility we have now. It’s also more hon-
est. As Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 4:7, “What do you have 
that you did not receive? And if you received it, why do you 
boast as if it were not a gift?” Everything that we have ever 
accomplished is the result of skills and habits that were cul-
tivated in us through the guidance of parents, teachers, and 
mentors over the course of our life. To falsely individualize 
our accomplishments is to mock all the people who have 
made us who we are and the God who has worked through 
all who helped us because He loves us. We are the product 
of a community investment in our success ordered by the 
“invisible hand” of divine providence.

In one sense, Herman Cain is right. As Christians, we 
shouldn’t blame anyone else if we’re not rich; we should in-
stead thank God for sparing us the treacherous temptations 
of wealth. The richer we are, the more we should blame our-
selves if people around us are suffering because we haven’t 
shared what God gave us to share with them. In truth though, 
“blame” shouldn’t be part of Christian vocabulary. Jesus took 
the blame on the cross so that we could simply be grateful as 
the foundation for everything we do with whatever God has 
given us to share. 

(Rev. Morgan A. Guyton is associate pastor of Burke UMC in Burke, 
Va. A graduate of University of Virginia and Duke Divinity School, Guyton 
has experience in leading cross-cultural youth groups, teaching high school 
English and serving in the non-profit sector. He is a resident of Burke, Va., 
and his wife Cheryl is also a Duke Divinity School graduate. Reprinted with 
permission from the Oct. 10 blog post of Guyton’s blog, Mercy Not Sacri-
fice, http://morganguyton.wordpress.com)

Gospel (continued from pg. 4)

If you already purchased a car this year, but 
wish to transfer your loan to UMMCU, from 
now until December 31, 2011, we will pay your 
title transfer fee.

Feeling the weight of car loan 
interest?

UMMCU
We have competitive interest rates for both new 
and used vehicle purchases.  Visit our website for 
the latest interest rates.

We’ll Help!
United Methodist Ministries 
Credit Union  

Added Incentive

www.ummcu.com
Your full-service credit union.

A junior high student shares in one of the small group discussions at Junior High YAR Oct. 14-16 at Lake 
Williamson Christian Retreat Center in Carlinville.  More than 240 were in attendance for the weekend 
retreat.  Photo by Suzy Burns.
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Alton Main Street hosts 
Eastern European 
mission consultation

ALTON – Alton Main Street UMC  is hosting 
the Eastern European and Balkan Consultation 
VII Oct. 27-29. 

The purpose of the consultation is to strength-
en relationships between Eastern European 
churches and their partner churches in the Unit-
ed States. Mission coordinators will make video 
presentations about their countries during a fun 
activity where attendees use their “passports” to 
travel to each country. How to make use of Skype 
and Facebook in missions is the subject of one of 
the many workshops that are offered. 

Main Street UMC is anticipating an attendance 
of 85 to 100 people from seven foreign countries 
and 16 states in the US, ranging from Arizona to 
Virginia and Texas to the Dakotas.

The guests from Europe will get a chance to 
speak to classes at Alton Marquette High School 
Oct. 27. Since communism divided Eastern Eu-
rope from the western world until 25 years ago, 
many of the visitors can offer the unique perspec-
tive of what it was like to live in a communist 
country. 

Highlights of the consultation are the evening 
worship services which are open to the public. 
Thursday evening will be A Special Visit from Cir-
cuit Rider, Peter Cartwright, played by Rev. Joel 
Catlin, of O’Fallon First UMC; a worship service 
led by host pastor, the Rev. Jame Hahs and Rev. 
Vladimir Todorov of the Dr. Long UMC in Sofia, 
Bulgaria. These two churches have been partners 
for three years. 

Bishop Patrick Streiff from Zurich, Switzer-
land, will preside over Holy Communion and will 
pronounce the benediction Friday evening. Both 
night events begin at 7:15 p.m. and the public is 
invited to attend. For more information visit www.
mainstreetumc.net. 

L O C A L  &  G L O B A L

Rev. Paye Cooper Mondolo, superintendent of the Wealah District of the Liberia Annual Conference casts his ballot in the Liberia elec-
tions held Oct. 11. Many polling places showed long lines waiting to cast ballots in the second presidential election since the end of 
a 14-year civil war. Results show that incumbent President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf tallied 48 percent of the vote, triggering a runoff be-
tween her and second place finisher Winston Tubman on Nov. 8. Photo courtesy of Paye Mondolo

NEW YORK (UMNS) -- When the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries started work in Russia 20 years 
ago, the primary goal was to deliver food to the Moscow area.

But a changing political climate also led to the opportuni-
ty to re-establish Methodism in the former Soviet Union, and 
the agency wasn’t the only denominational entity interested 
in church growth in the region. 

Under the board’s sponsorship, the Russia Initiative, 
which also includes Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus, has cre-
ated a thriving partnership among the denomination’s annual 
(regional) conferences, congregations and institutions.

Now, as the Board of Global Ministries continues to rede-
fine its role as the denomination’s mission leader and a 21st 
century missionary-sending agency, the Russia Initiative pro-
vides one possible “roadmap” to change, says Thomas Kem-
per, the board’s top executive.

The initiative’s model of retaining cultural identification 
and fostering financial self-reliance should be studied, Kem-
per told directors during his report at the board’s Oct. 10-12 
annual meeting.

How to engage effectively in global mission is a constant 
topic of discussion by both the Board of Global Ministries 
and the denomination at large. Most of the 10 new missionar-
ies commissioned during this week’s meeting will engage in 
new or expanding mission activities, Kemper said.

A new strategic plan for mission focuses on everything 
from streamlining the agency’s operations to tailoring mis-
sionary placements to reflect new global realities to expand-
ing mission partnerships.
Connection with Mission Society

Such partnerships even include other mission agencies 
that might have been considered competitors in the past. To 
illustrate that point, Kemper invited the Rev. Dick McLain, 
president of The Mission Society, to preach during the board’s 
Oct. 11 worship service. 

Incorporated in 1984 as the Mission Society for United 
Methodists, the organization set itself up as a secondary 
agency to send missionaries outside the United States. Kem-
per acknowledged the tense relations between the two orga-
nizations in the past. 

“We are trying to lay aside animosities from 20, 30 years 
ago, recognizing that the society … proceeds in its work as a 
general missionary-sending organization, but not one con-
stituted or operated in opposition to the General Board of 
Global Ministries,” Kemper told directors.

In fact, both Kemper, a member of the Germany Annual 
Conference with extensive mission experience, and McLain, 
who first joined The Mission Society in 1986 as its first direc-
tor of missionary personnel, spoke of the friendship that has 
developed between them over the last 18 months.

Cooperation can benefit both agencies, Kemper said. “We 
know that openness between the two agencies helps both to 
deal with real issues that arise in mission areas where we each 
have personnel or may plan to have personnel,” he explained. 

In his sermon, McLain offered board directors and staff a 
welcome from the society’s 200 missionaries in 37 countries 
and 33 staff in its Norcross, Ga., offices. “Every member of 
our community rejoices that I’m here today,” he added.

The new realities of the mission field are not just global 
but also local, McLain pointed out. For example, 35 percent 
of the residents in a community near the society offices are 
recent immigrants and 85 percent are Muslims.

Such diverse communities offer “amazing opportuni-
ties and significant challenges to churches all over Ameri-

ca,” McLain said. “While the content of the gospel has not 
changed, the context in which we proclaim it has changed 
dramatically, almost overnight.”
Research trends

Dana Robert, a Boston University School of Theology 
professor, and David Scott, a doctoral student there, offered a 
taste of their research into that new context during an Oct. 10 
presentation to board directors.

As it was a century ago, Christianity remains the world’s 
largest religion, but the population it encompasses has 
changed. “We are a truly multicultural faith today, with 
roughly one-fourth to one-fifth of Christianity represented 
on different continents,” Robert explained.

The configuration of Christianity also has shifted. In 
1900, one-third of all Christians were Protestants, but today, 
she reported, “that percentage is less than one-fourth.” In-
stead, indigenous churches and new denominations are ex-
periencing rapid growth that “may not have any relationship 
to something like the Methodist church.”

United Methodist membership has declined in the West 
and experienced growth in Africa and Asia. However, the 
global growth rate isn’t as strong as some independent or re-
lated churches. “Worldwide, UMC growth is lagging behind 
sister denominations,” Scott said.

Directors were invited to ponder possible explanations 
for such trends, including the idea that United Methodists 
are stuck in a North American, mid-20th century denomi-
national model.

Robert had just attended a meeting of what she called "a 
21st century effort at ecumenism," the Global Christian Fo-
rum in Indonesia, where religious groups that don’t usually 
connect listen to each other’s stories. “There’s a tremendous 
sense of hope welling up from recognizing what we have in 
common with Christians from other communions,” she said.
Missionary presence

Kemper said the Board of Global Ministries is indebted to 
the insights of scholars such as Robert and Scott as it contin-
ues to organize the church’s global witness — in new mission 
arenas, such as Vietnam, Laos, Thailand and Mongolia — and 
in established ventures, such as the Russia Initiative.

Missionaries themselves are more diverse than ever, rep-
resenting a variety of cultures and nations and fulfilling as-
signments virtually across the globe.

Those commissioned this week include a missionary pilot 
and air-safety administrator from the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, a Korean-American couple assigned to the United 
Methodist mission center in Kazakhstan, an Oklahoma pas-
tor headed to Jerusalem and an attorney working with im-
migrants in Iowa.

One of the board’s strategic goals is to increase young 
adult participation in mission. Twenty-five new young adult 
missionaries were commissioned Aug. 18 for two- to three-
year terms.

Another 17 summer interns served at mission sites in the 
United States. Eleven young people served as Global Justice 
Volunteers this year in Kenya, and 15 are scheduled to serve 
in the Philippines.

But mission awareness must start at a much earlier age, 
Kemper acknowledged, so the board is “developing educa-
tional resources to help children understand and appreciate 
mission.”

(Linda Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia reporter 
based in New York. Follow her at http://twitter.com/umcscribe.)

Looking ahead to future mission trends
By Linda Bloom

“We are a truly 
multicultural faith 
today, with roughly 
one-fourth to one-
fifth of Christianity 

represented on 
different continents”
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IGRC Email Account Updates
Due to a security upgrade done the weekend 

of October 14th all passwords were unexpectedly 
erased.  To have your password reset or if you are 
unable to log into your IGRC email account due 
to these password security changes please contact 
Mike Hembrough, IT Manager, at 217-529-2734 or 
Michele Willson mwillson@igrc.org or at 217-529-
3122. 

Facebook widget added to 
Church Locator

IGRC Communications has just added a new field 
whereby a Facebook widget can be added to a Church 
Locator page on the IGRC website.

The widget provides a link to the church’s Face-
book page as another point of connection.

Churches that would like to have their Facebook 
page included are asked to send a link to the church’s 
Facebook page to Paul Black at pblack@igrc.org.

Churches are also asked to check the accuracy of 
the rest of their Church Locator page information. If 
worship service times have changed or a church has 
launched a new website or church email addresses 
have changed, indicate any changes needed to keep 
this information updated.

Online classes available
The United Methodist Online Learning Center 

provides persons with several opportunities to receive 
additional training.

Here is a current offering of courses available:
Exploring General Conference --  Experience 

General Conference through reading content, watch-
ing video clips, listening to audio clips, taking fun 
quizzes, digging deeper with supplementary materi-
als, interacting with multimedia, and participating in 
discussion forums.

This self-directed online course will give you the 

EMBRACING COMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGY

A total of 40 participants took part in a Social Media Seminar, sponsored by the Office of Congregational Development and IGRC Communications 
Department Oct. 8.  Photo by Paul Black.

Nov. 15 is the deadline to apply for the 2012 Congrega-
tional Development Leadership Institute (CDLI). 

If you have not yet participated in the CDLI, don't miss 
this opportunity to grow in personal leadership and gain in-
sight into leading more fruitful ministry in your local set-
ting. Workshop leaders will be Jim Griffith, Christie Latona, 
Mike Crawford, and Doug Anderson. 

2012 Workshop dates are Jan. 16-17, March 12-13, June 
5-6, and Sept. 10-11. In three years, 130 IGRC pastors have 
participated in the CDLI. Some participants came with more 
than 30 years of ministry experience and others were in their 
first year. No matter your stage of ministry, the CDLI can 
equip you to be a more vital leader.

Read what past participants have said about CDLI: 
"I found the CDLI to be a learning experience that chal-

lenged my thinking and encouraged my spirit."
"I must confess...I NEEDED THIS TRAINING!! I would 

highly recommend all of my colleagues to take advantage of 
the experience."

"CDLI has been a phenomenal opportunity to grow both 
as a leader and in understanding how to lead a church more 
effectively to fulfill our mission of making disciples of Jesus 
Christ."

"The leadership and the reading have given me new ways 
to focus my efforts on behalf of making disciples. That is a 
gift I treasure."

"I have been in the ministry for 34 years and would high-
ly recommend this educational opportunity."

 More information, including a registration form, is 
available at www.igrc.org/cdli. 

Application deadline for 2012 CDLI approaching

REVITALIZING EXISTING ONES

STARTING
N E W  C H U R C H E S  &

continued on pg. 19, see Briefs:  Classes

News Briefs

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. – The IGRC Communications 
team won eight awards, including an Award of Excellence at 
the 2011 United Methodist Association of Communicators 
annual meeting Oct. 20 in Albuquerque, N.M.

“I am proud of the IGRC Communications Team which 
collaborates to tell the stories of faith within our conference,” 
said IGRC Director of Communication Ministries Paul Black. 
“The fact that four different team members were recognized 
by UMAC speaks of the high quality of work that is done on 
behalf of the conference.”

Black won an Award of Excellence for The 
Current Week in Review e-newsletter.  Judg-
es commented that the weekly e-newsletter, 
which has a circulation of more than 2,000 
subscribers, is “well-designed and has a good 
use of color in its design.”

Black joined his assistant Michele Willson 
in earning a Certificate of Merit in the blog 
category for On the Journey…With Jesus, the 
Lenten devotional series published both in e-
newsletter form and in the blog section of the 
IGRC website.

“The design is clean and serves it purpose,” 
judges noted, as the 40 days of devotions were contributed by 
a variety of writers in the IGRC community.

Graphic designer Natalie Rowe and Black 
picked up two Certificates of Merit for rede-
sign of the conference monthly publication, 
The Current and Got Spirit? – the 2011 IGRC 
Camping supplement. 

The judges, looking at the March 2011 is-
sue of The Current with the cover story, Letters 

from Liberia, noted that the publication was “designed well 
from cover to cover” and supported the “strong first person 
accounts” that told the story of the February trip to Liberia.

 “The publication was highly effective, highlighting the 
IGRC summer camps,” judges wrote about Got Spirit? “Well 
designed and camping information was explained in an age 
appropriate way.”

Rowe picked up a third award in visual design for her de-
sign of the 2011-12 Liberia calendar. Utilizing photos from 
persons who had traveled to Liberia on mission trips, Rowe 
designed an 18-month calendar which was sold at the 2011 
Annual Conference.

Video production manager Suzy Burns also was rec-
ognized for three awards. Burns won two 
awards – one for motion graphics and one 
for video production of Discipleship in the 
IGRC, a series of three vignettes produced 
for the 2011 Annual Conference.

Utilizing a different question for each 
day of conference, each vignette provided re-

sponses from persons in IGRC congregations.  “An excellent 
script and content,” judges noted.

Judges were equally complimentary of Burns’ production 
of Buzz the Mosquito animated cartoons which were shown 
at the 2011 All-Conference dinner. Several IGRC churches 
requested copies to use as promotion for Imagine No Malaria 
in their Vacation Bible Schools.

“Customized animation such as this is a distinctive step 
forward for any conference,” the judges wrote. “An effective 
and memorable fulfillment of purpose.”

The United Methodist Association of Communicators is a 
voluntary, professional organization designed to:

•  Provide recognition, fellowship and vocational 
enrichment for professional and volunteer 
communicators of the church; 
•  Plan, participate in and support training and 
continuing education events;
•  Develop standards and seek to enhance the 
professional quality of the work by United Methodist 
communicators;
•  Assist in keeping members informed about 
developments in the communications industry and 
in promoting dialogue and discussion on technology 
and communication advocacy issues.  


IGRC Communications Team garners eight UMAC awards
By Paul Black
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'We've lost something we won't get back'

WASHINGTON, D.C. (UMNS) -- Two United Methodist 
leaders and nine other faith leaders arrested July 28 in the Capi-
tol Rotunda after refusing to stop public prayers have agreed to a 
pretrial settlement.

The settlement will not involve fines or jail time, but most 
of those arrested — now known as the Rotunda 11 — will be 
required to complete a drug-screening program and to stay out 
of the Capitol building for six months.

The Rev. Bob Edgar, a United Methodist elder and president 
of Common Cause, a national advocacy group, and Jim Winkler, 
top executive of the United Methodist Board of Church and So-
ciety, the denomination’s social action agency, were among those 
arrested and charged with a misdemeanor. The group held a 
prayer vigil in the rotunda of the Capitol as a response to the 
budget crisis.

The action, which was termed a “faithful act of civil disobedi-
ence,” lasted about 90 minutes before police began making ar-
rests. 

Winkler said after the arrests that the vigils were an inter-
religious effort to raise the voice of people of faith on behalf of 
the poorest and most vulnerable. “We are sending a visible signal 
to those in power that we do not believe the negotiations over 
the debt ceiling and budget can be resolved on the backs of poor 
people, ” he said.

“We understood at the outset that the vigil could have legal 
consequences,” Edgar said. “While we accept the agreement to 
resolve the charges against us, we do not regret or apologize for 
our actions,” he said.

A news release from Common Cause said the settlement was 
a resolution to the charges filed when the leaders performed a 
prayer service in the rotunda of the Capitol building “on behalf 
of the poor and voiceless.”

“We went to the rotunda at the height of the budget debate 
to refocus the attention of Congress, President Obama and the 
nation on the plight of millions of sick, poor and working Ameri-
cans,” Edgar said. “We must keep their struggles paramount in 
all our minds as we attempt to fashion solutions to our nation’s 
fiscal problems.”

Winkler said he also had a personal reason for getting in-
volved. He recalled how legendary Vietnam-era pacifist A.J. 
Muste stood alone for nights on end outside the White House, 
holding a candle to protest the war. When a journalist asked if 
Muste truly thought he could “change the policies of this country 
by standing out here alone at night with a candle,” Muste had a 

simple reply:
“Oh, I don’t do this to change the country,” he said. “I do this 

so the country won’t change me.”
Winkler wrote in a Sept. 27 commentary in Faith in Action, a 

publication of the Board of Church and Society, that “social jus-
tice ministry is difficult, no argument there. It is a daily struggle. 
As followers of Jesus Christ, we cannot withdraw from the battle, 
though. Instead, we must draw on his compassion for the least, 
the last and the lost to re-energize us each time we may falter.” 

Before the sentencing, a small prayer service took place out-
side the D.C. Superior Court. Four members of the group spoke 
and prayed.

The coalition of arrested leaders in addition to Edgar and 
Winkler included:

•  The Rev. Jennifer Butler, executive director of Faith and 
Public Life 

•  The Rev. Paul Sherry, director, Washington, D.C., Office 
of Interfaith Worker Justice, and national coordinator, 
Faith Advocates for Jobs Campaign

•  The Rev. J. Herbert Nelson, director of public witness, 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

•  The Rev. Michael Livingston, past president, National 
Council of the Churches of Christ (USA)

•  Sandy Sorensen, director, Washington Office, United 
Church of Christ

•  Martin Shupack, director of advocacy, Church World 
Service

•  Jordan Blevins, director of Peace Witness Ministries, 
Church of the Brethren

•  Jean Stokan, director, Institute Justice Team, Sisters of 
Mercy of the Americas, and policy advisor, Pax Christi 
USA 

•  Rabbi Arthur Waskow, The Shalom Center, Philadelphia

The cases of two of the demonstrators were handled sepa-
rately. At the hearing, Stokan pleaded guilty and was fined the 
minimum of $50. The sentence for Waskow is pending because 
of his health-related absence. 

(*Snell is a United Methodist Communications intern and a senior at Lip-
scomb University in Nashville, Tenn.)

Dear friends in Christ Jesus:

On Wednesday, Oct. 5, there were two deaths of famous 
people that changed our life. I was struck by both famous people 
whose lives were taken within hours of each other –Steve Jobs 
and Fred Shuttlesworth.

One a California whiz kid, tech giant and the other a pastor 
and civil rights leader. Both rightfully laid claim to the label "co-
founder." One co-founded Apple Computer and the other the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). Both were visionar-
ies. They each saw a world others could not see. Each labored to 
bring vision to reality. They both succeeded. The world changed 
as a result of their vision , genius, creativity and determination

Steve Wozniak, co-founder of Apple Computer, said on the 
occasion of the death of his friend and Apple co-founder, "we've 
lost something we won't get back". He is right. And his insight 
applies not only to Steve Jobs, his friend and business partner. It 
applies also to Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth. For that matter it applies 
to every one who has lived. One could say that what we all share 
in common is that we are each unique creations of God. And I 
might add we should be. At one and the same time we are both 
alike and un-alike. Thanks be to God for both realities.

"We've lost something we won't get back."

None of us will taste the grief of the 
loss of Jobs and Shuttlesworth as their 
families and close personal friends 
will. This is true no matter how con-
nected we feel to them and their lega-
cies. Beyond the intimate grieving of a 
family and circle of friends the tender 
quote of Mr. Wozniak ought to haunt 
us. He is right what we have lost "we 
won't get back."

But each one of us is called every 
day to be every bit the visionaries they 
were. Ours must be a vision of a new 
world in which peace, justice, inclu-
sion, and abundance reign because vi-
olence, oppression, injustice and scarcity have been put to flight 
by the work that brings the vision to reality.

Jobs and Shuttlesworth have completed their earthly course. 
We're still on duty. God will use us beyond our wildest imagina-
tions to see and assist God to bring to pass God's new world. But 
first we've got to see the new world.

Your servant in Christ, 
Gregory Vaughn Palmer

Settlement reached in Capitol rotunda arrests
By Emily Snell*

WINONA, Minn. 
(UMNS) -- The Minnesota 
Annual (regional) Conference 
must pay $164,000 in com-
pensatory damages to a wom-
an who was sexually abused 
by a former United Methodist 
pastor.

A Winona, Minn., jury on 
Oct. 6 awarded the woman 

more than $1.4 million in a civil suit against the 
conference and Donald Dean Budd, who already 
had pleaded guilty to the abuse.

The Minnesota woman accused Budd of pursu-
ing an inappropriate sexual relationship after she 
went to him for counseling in 2003. The woman 
was in her 30s at the time. Budd, now 67, pleaded 
guilty to the two counts of felony sexual abuse and 
surrendered his credentials in 2009.

Budd must pay $1 million in punitive damag-
es and $246,000 of the $410,000 in compensatory 
damages.

The woman reported the relationship with Budd 
to Minnesota Area Bishop Sally Dyck in 2006.

Dyck said that she followed the due process 
required by The United Methodist Church in ad-
dressing the woman’s allegations. When she re-
ceived the woman’s complaint, Dyck said she im-
mediately began the 120-day church complaint 
process. The bishop said she also restricted Budd, 
then pastor of McKinley United Methodist Church 
in Winona, from counseling females or being alone 
with females as the church process continued. 
When criminal charges were filed, she said, Budd 
was removed from McKinley.

“I want to emphasize that we take this very 
seriously,” the bishop said in a statement after the 
verdict. “We are committed to doing everything we 
can to create a safe environment for all, especially 
vulnerable people. Our theology, our laws and our 
practices are clear: Our pastors and laypeople are 
expected to meet a high moral standard in their 
professional and personal lives.”

The conference’s insurance will cover its share 
of the compensatory damages, Dyck said in her 
statement. The conference is considering whether 
to appeal. 

Conference must 
pay in sex abuse case

ATLANTA, Ga. (UMNS) -- In a night filled with rousing 
performances, the Rev. Joseph Lowery was still able to bring the 
house down with his rendition of We Shall Overcome at a gala 
celebration in his honor Oct. 9 at the Atlanta Symphony Hall.

It was standing room only for the 90th birthday of the dean 
— or king as some call him — of the civil rights movement.

President Barack Obama sent a video greeting with three of 
his staff members — Valerie Jarrett, senior adviser; Josh DuBois, 
head of the Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partner-
ships; and Attorney General Eric Holder.

“I don’t know where I would be without your support and 
advice,” Obama said in a video tribute. “I don’t know where this 

country would be without your leadership.”
Holder, the first African-American to hold his position, told 

Lowery he was rededicating the Department of Justice’s commit-
ment to civil rights work.

Holder called Lowery his “mentor, role model and dear 
friend.”

Other celebrities that sent video greetings to Lowery were 
poet Maya Angelou, Oprah Winfrey and former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter.

“You have been an example to me,” Carter said. “I couldn’t be 
there tonight, but I am thinking of you.” 

Pop stars, presidents honor Lowery

NATIONAL NEWS

Steve Jobs 
1955 - 2011
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OSLO, Norway -- United Methodist Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
president of Liberia, Liberian peace activist Leymah Gbowee 
and Tawakkul Karman of Yemen were awarded the 2011 No-
bel Peace Prize for their work on women’s rights.

Johnson Sirleaf, a member of First United Methodist 
Church, Monrovia, Liberia, in 2006 was the first woman to 
be elected a head of state in modern Africa. She is up for re-
election this month.

Bishop John Innis, who leads Liberia's 170,000 United 
Methodists, has urged support for Johnson Sirleaf from the 
first days of her presidency.

"You are going to be a sweet mother to us all," he said when 
a delegation of United Methodists from the United States and 
Liberia met with the new president on her third day in office.

She calls herself “Mama Ellen” and has made equality for 
women a top priority. In her inauguration speech, she said: 
“Women have endured injustices and inhumane treatment; 
yet, it is the women who have labored and advocated for 
peace."

She thanked the women in Liberia who "had an un-
matched passion" for her candidacy. She said she would work 
to make sure women had their proper place in the economic 
process.

Johnson Sirleaf addressed the United Methodist 2008 
General Conference. “This is a special honor for me,” she said. 
“I am the first African leader and the first female president 
to address the General Conference of The United Methodist 
Church.”

She was the first recipient of the James K. and Eunice 
Mathews Bridge Builder Award, which was created to honor 
a person “who has played a significant role in building global 
community and dismantling barriers that separate people.”

In a statement released after she learned of her award, 
Johnson Sirleaf said progress has been made in the last five 
years of her presidency and a new foundation for Liberia has 
been built.

“Dear Liberians, as we look at the work that must still be 
done, let us not forget that we are at peace with ourselves and 
our neighboring countries. Liberia is no longer a place where 
its people are fleeing in the thousands. On the contrary, Libe-
ria is a country that Liberians and the world are returning to.”

“I can think of no one who is more deserving than Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. This award is 
powerful example of the impact of women as peace builders,” 
said Thomas Kemper, top executive of the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries. “Global Ministries has a strong 
relationship with Liberia on issues of peace and we have been 
so encouraged by the bishop of Liberia who is the vice presi-
dent of our board. I join United Methodists around the world 
in congratulating Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Leymah Gbowee, and 
Tawakul Karman on this extraordinary honor.”

Bishop Peter D. Weaver, Boston area, was part of the del-
egation from the U.S. who attended Johnson Sirleaf ’s inaugu-
ration in 2006. Hearing of her award he said, “She is a great 
example of the influence of the Prince of Peace, Jesus, on a 
life that has been dedicated to bringing people together, na-
tions together as a reflection of her own commitment to be a 
disciple of Jesus Christ.”

The three prizewinners share the 2011 award "for their 
nonviolent struggle for the safety of women and for women's 
rights to full participation in peace-building work," Norwe-
gian Nobel Committee president Thorbjoern Jagland said in 
his announcement.

"We cannot achieve democracy and lasting peace in the 
world unless women obtain the same opportunities as men 
to influence developments at all levels of society," he added.

Karman heads the human rights group Women Journal-
ists Without Chains. Gbowee organized a group of Christian 
and Muslim women to challenge Liberia’s warlords. 

(Kathy Gilbert is a multimedia reporter for the young adult content team at 
United Methodist Communications, Nashville, Tenn.) 

NEW YORK (UMNS)  -- When Leymah Gbowee was liv-
ing a hard life as a refugee in Ghana, she used to comfort her 
small children at night with a beloved gospel song.

She said she was reminded of that song Oct. 7 when, as a 
newly minted Nobel Peace Prize winner, she entered the cha-
pel of the Interchurch Center in New York. As Gbowee sang, 
“This little light of mine, I’m going to make it shine,” she was 
joined by a chorus of some 200 admirers.

“For the last, almost 16 years, I’ve done nothing great but 
to let my light shine,” she told the crowd about the accom-
plishments that now have drawn global attention. “The jour-
ney has been tough, the road has been rough, but it’s been 
rewarding.”

Gbowee, a 39-year-old Liberian peace activist, Lutheran 
and mother of six, will share equally in the 2011 Nobel Peace 
Prize with Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, a United Methodist who has 
served as Liberia’s president since 2006, and Tawakul Kar-
man, a Muslim activist for women’s rights and peace and de-

mocracy in Yemen.
“It is the Norwegian Nobel Committee’s hope that the 

prize to Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Leymah Gbowee and Tawakul 
Karman will help to bring an end to the suppression of wom-
en that still occurs in many countries, and to realize the great 
potential for democracy and peace that women can repre-
sent,” the announcement stated.
Book-party-turned-celebration

The Interchurch Center event originally was scheduled as 
a book party, hosted by the National Council of Churches, 
for Gbowee’s memoir, Mighty Be Our Powers: How Sisterhood, 
Prayer, and Sex Changes a Nation at War.

The Rev. Ann Tiemeyer, the council’s program direc-
tor for women’s ministries, was delighted the gathering had 
become an opportunity to showcase a decision by the Nobel 
committee that “recognizes women’s role in peace as critically 
important.”

Gbowee’s book party turns into celebration
By Linda Bloom* 

United Methodist 
among three 
awarded Nobel 
Peace Prize
Johnson Sirleaf, Gbowee 
recognized for efforts in Liberia
By Kathy L. Gilbert* 

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, president of Liberia and a United Methodist, is 
one of three women awarded the 2011 Nobel Peace prize. She was 
selected by the award committee in Oslo for her non-violent strug-
gle for the safety of women and for women’s rights to full participa-
tion in peace-building work.  Here she addresses the 2008 United 
Methodist General Conference in Fort Worth, Texas.  A UMNS photo 
by Mike DuBose.

continued on pg. 20, see Gbowee
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Panel urges church 
to be more global

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) -- The time has 
come for The United Methodist Church to get seri-
ous about its global nature and be less U.S.-centric, 
says an international panel of United Methodist 
leaders.

To that end, the 20-member committee has is-
sued a report and proposed legislation to General 
Conference, the denomination’s top lawmaking 
body. 

The legislation would:
•  Incorporate a new worldwide United 
Methodist Church covenant into the Book 
of Discipline, the denomination’s law book. 
The covenant will be accompanied by a “Litany 
for the Covenant of The Worldwide United 
Methodist Church.” 
•  Make clear in a new global Book of 
Discipline what decisions the General 
Conference makes, and which areas of 
ministry and organization are adaptable by 
central conferences outside the United States. 
•  Clarify how general agencies function in a 
worldwide rather than U.S.-centric church. 
•  Set in motion a process for annual (regional) 
conferences to study a proposed new model for 
a worldwide church. This study process may 
result in petitions for greater structural change 
at the 2016 General Conference. 
Passing this legislation will require a major-

ity vote of General Conference delegates. The next 
General Conference meets April 24-May 4, 2012.

The United Methodist Church has nearly 40,000 
congregations in the United States, Africa, Europe 
and the Philippines. As of 2010, the denomination’s 
membership topped 12 million members world-
wide.

However, the denomination’s U.S. membership 
has been declining for more than 40 years, even as 
the church in Africa and the Philippines has been 
growing. Today, about 7.8 million United Method-
ists live in the United States. 

The proposed legislation to clarify the Book 
of Discipline specifies that matters such as the de-
nomination’s doctrine, Constitution, Social Princi-
ples and structure would not be subject to adaption. 
However, the legislation, if passed, would empower 
annual conferences outside the United States to set 
some different educational standards for ordina-
tion as elders and deacons.

At General Conference, the committee also 
wants to set in motion consideration of a new 
worldwide model that would have The United 
Methodist Church organized in the same central 
conferences structure, with the five U.S. jurisdic-
tions constituting a new central conference. 

Under the model, jurisdictions would still elect 
bishops in the United States, and larger central con-
ferences would have the right to form jurisdictions 
within their boundaries. 



The Current  |  November 2011 |  19

basic information you need to understand the 
importance and function of General Conference. 
Ongoing. 

Four Areas of Focus -- This free, self-directed, 
four-part online learning experience is designed 
to provide foundational information about The 
United Methodist Church's collaborative effort to 
join in ministry around four key areas: Leadership 
Development, Church Growth, Ministry with the 
Poor and Global Health. Ongoing course through 
Dec. 31.

United Methodism 101 (UM101) is a free, ba-
sic online course designed for new United Meth-
odists and anyone wanting to know more about 
the denomination, as well as long-time United 
Methodists who would like to check their basic 
knowledge of the church. Each of the four mod-
ules in this course contains many interactive fea-
tures and takes about one hour to complete at the 
participant's leisure. Course begins Oct. 5 and runs 
through Nov. 16. Pre-registration is required.

Turning Connectional Living into Con-
nectional Giving (CG101) is a free, basic online 
course that explores how to turn our connectional 
living as United Methodists into connectional giv-
ing that supports the shared ministry and mission 
of The United Methodist Church. It is a four-part 
journey through why we give, the connectional 
nature of the church, the Apportioned and Desig-
nated funds of the church, and how you can make a 
difference in the world. Participants work through 
the course at their own pace and have the opportu-
nity to interact through discussion forums, quiz-
zes, and feedback activities. Pre-registration re-
quired. Course is open between Nov. 2 and Dec. 14.

First-time students need to create an account at 
http://moodle.umcom.org. Your log-in will be your 
email address and a password will be sent to you. 
Once you have the log-in, you are able to pre-reg-
ister for courses that require it as well as participate 
in the interactive forums.

For more information or questions, visit http://
training.umcom.org. 

United Methodists Launch 
Free Mobile App

NASHVILLE, Tenn (UMNS) - Mobile device 
users can easily access information about The 
United Methodist Church on the go with a new 
free United Methodist application. Developed by 
United Methodist Communications and Music 
City Networks, the app is now available for free 
download for iPad and iPhone. It should be avail-
able for Android smartphone users by the end of 
October.

The application enables mobile access to dai-
ly devotions, news, videos, photos, social media 
sites and a searchable index of United Methodist 
churches by geographic area. The “Ask InfoServ” 
feature connects users who have questions about 
the church or requests for resources with church 
staff who can help.

“We created the app so that we could deliver 
information about the denomination to people in a 
way that’s fast, simple and easy to use,” said the Rev. 
Larry Hollon, chief executive of United Method-
ist Communications, the global communications 
agency of The United Methodist Church. “The 
features available now are just a start. Our goal is 
to roll out new offerings over the coming months.”

Hollon said that in early 2012, another new 
mobile application will be launched that will make 
it easier for users to connect with the United Meth-
odist General Conference, the meeting of the de-
nomination’s top policy-making body which oc-
curs once every four years.  The 2012 meeting will 
take place April 24-May 4 in Tampa, Fla. The ap-
plication will allow delegates and other interested 
parties to track proposed legislation, as well as to 
conveniently keep up with scheduled events and 
access information about the meeting locale. 
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of judges as they demonstrated their technology's ability 
to recover oil from the sea-water surface at Ohmsett - the Na-
tional Oil Spill Response Research & Renewable Energy Test 
Facility - in Leonardo, N.J. Ohmsett is a Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) facility and is the largest 
outdoor saltwater wave/tow facility in North America.

"First, I am thankful to Wendy Schmidt for stepping up to 
underwrite this competition. Second, congratulations to the 
winners and all the teams for their inspiration, teamwork and 
technology," said Dr. Peter H. Diamandis, chairman & CEO 
of X PRIZE Foundation. "I am continually amazed how a 
relatively small but significant purse can inspire such a global 
response. We are grateful for the enormous efforts of all the 
participants. What these teams were able to accomplish is 
truly remarkable and will have a significant impact on future 
oil cleanup efforts and better protect our ocean ecosystems 
and economies."

"Today we celebrate the teams and what they have 
achieved," noted Schmidt, who is president of the Schmidt 
Family Foundation and Title Donor of the Wendy Schmidt 
Oil Cleanup X CHALLENGE. "I am proud to see how this 
competition drove the creation and demonstration of better, 
more efficient methods to cleaning up oil from the ocean sur-
face."

The winning teams were required to demonstrate the 
highest ability to recover oil on a sea-water surface at the 
highest Oil Recovery Rate (ORR) above 2,500 gallons per 
minute with an Oil Recovery Efficiency (ORE) of greater than 
70 percent. The two winning teams were:

Elastec/American Marine had an average ORR of 4,670 
gallons per minute and an average ORE of 89.5 percent oil to 
water recovered. NOFI's product tested at 2,712 gallons per 
minute and an average ORE of 83 percent.

Elastec/American Marine is a manufacturer of oil spill 
and environmental equipment known for innovation in 
machinery design, according to the news release. It is a self-
funded, privately held Midwest corporation that has grown 
to become one of the largest manufacturers of oil spill equip-
ment in North America. The company, which started over 20 
years ago as just an idea, now has a work force of over 100 
and has gained a global reputation for its technological in-
novations.

"Using local talent for nearly all of its fabrication, Elastec/
American Marine is proof that small town values can tran-
scend to a global market," said the news release. In the com-

petition, Elastec/American Marine reached more than three 
times the industry's previous best oil recovery rate tested in 
controlled conditions.

NOFI was described as an innovative industrial corpora-
tion located in northern Norway that develops, manufactures 
and sells its products and services around the world, primar-
ily within the maritime sector. NOFI develops and produces 
world-class boom technologies, and it has a range of products 
that cover most aspects of oil spill control. An ongoing focus 
on innovation and diversification as key strategies enables 
NOFI to offer quality products within several market areas. 
In the competition, despite contending with schedule delays 
caused by Hurricane Irene, NOFI reached more than two 
times the industry's previous best oil recovery rate tested in 
controlled conditions.

Awards Ceremony participants included Schmidt; David 
Lawrence, executive vice president, exploration and commer-
cial, Shell Upstream Americas; Diamandis; Robert K. Weiss, 
vice chairman & president, X PRIZE Foundation; and Cristin 
Dorgelo Lindsay, vice president, prize operations, X PRIZE 
Foundation.

Also present at today's Awards Ceremony were represen-
tatives of all 10 finalist teams, including CRUCIAL of Loui-
siana, USA; Elastec/American Marine of Illinois, USA; Ko-
seq of Puttershoek, Netherlands; Lamor of Porvoo, Finland; 
NOFI of Tromsø, Norway; OilShaver of Norway; OilWhale of 
Lielax, Finland; PPR of Washington, USA; Vor-Tek of Cali-
fornia/Nevada, USA; and Voraxial of Florida, USA.

The $1.4 million Wendy Schmidt Oil Cleanup X CHAL-
LENGE is the fourth competition awarded by the X PRIZE 
Foundation, known worldwide as the leading organization 
for bringing about radical breakthroughs for the benefit of 
humanity through incentivized competitions.

Shell, the only industry participant, in an effort to ensure 
that advancing technologies emerge and are introduced into 
the marketplace, provided support and collaboration to the 
Wendy Schmidt Oil Cleanup X CHALLENGE. As part of this 
ongoing association, Shell, as Supporting Partner to the com-
petition, assisted with direct support for the technical, opera-
tional, and scientific components of the competition, creating 
a valued partnership within the X PRIZE Foundation.

This competition is part of the X PRIZE Foundation's En-
ergy & Environment Prize Group presented by Cisco. 
(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 11 issue of the Carmi Times.)

Carmi (continued from pg. 7)
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URBANA – Cunningham Children’s Home Teacher Roy Ri-
ley, competed in the Ironman Triathlon World Championship 
Oct. 8 in Kona, Hawaii. 

Riley was invited because of an essay he wrote explaining 
how the Ironman motto “Anything is Possible” reflects his life. 
Using his experiences as a physi-
cal education teacher at Gerber 
School on the Cunningham 
campus, Riley reflected on the 
challenges his students have ex-
perienced in their young lives 
– abuse, neglect, and separation 
from their families – which they 
struggle with every day. “My 
students have not had many 
role models in their life and they 
have rarely had an opportunity 
to play sports with a parent,” Ri-
ley said. “They have taught me 
that anything is possible if you 
work hard.” 

Gerber School provides spe-
cial education services to resi-
dents at Cunningham who have 
emotional, behavioral, and men-
tal health issues. 

NBC Sports was impressed 
with Roy’s journey to the Iron-
man Triathlon and his story, and 
will feature a story about Riley’s 
life during the national broad-
cast of the event, on Dec. 10, at 
3:30 p.m. Central Time. A cam-
era crew from NBC was in Urba-
na on the Cunningham campus 
recently to film Roy.

Riley has not participated 
in a World Championship of the Ironman Triathlon before and 
was excited about the opportunity. His students at Cunningham 
signed a visor that he wore during the event. “My students know 

that they will be with me in spirit at the event,” Riley explained. 
“I have use the race to have some great 

conversations with my students and we have talked about 
how it is very similar to life – it isn’t always about winning the 
race, it’s about working hard, doing the best you can, and being 

proud of finishing.”
The Ironman Triathlon 

consists of three parts: a 2.4-
mile swim in the ocean, a 
112-mile bike ride, followed 
by a full marathon of a 26.2 
mile run.

Riley finished the course 
1290th overall in a field of 
1855 from 50 countries. His 
overall time of 11 hours, 47 
minutes and 46 seconds was 
85th among men ages 25-
29. Riley clocked the swim 
in 1:13:30; the bike ride time 
of 5:52:18 and the marathon 
run in 4:30:24.

On an annual basis, Cun-
ningham Children’s Home 
serves more than 250 chil-
dren and adolescents with 
serious emotional and be-
havioral disabilities and their 
families in programs that in-
clude Residential Treatment, 
Foster Care, Independent 
Living, and Therapeutic Spe-
cial Education. Cunningham 
Children’s Home is a mission 
and ministry of the United 
Methodist Women of the Illi-
nois Great Rivers Conference 

in partnership with the General Board of Global Ministries of 
The United Methodist Church 

Tiemeyer added Gbowee’s name to the coun-
cil’s Circles of Names campaign, honoring women 
of faith who have been sources of inspiration and 
acted as mentors for others.

Harriett Jane Olson, top executive for the 
Women’s Division, United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries, brought her board of directors 
to what had turned into a celebration and press 
event.

Olson, who heads the policymaking body of 
United Methodist Women, found a “sense of pride 
and hope” in the way the three women put their 
faith and organizing power to work in efforts to 
secure a peaceful future for their countries.

“United Methodist Women have been both 
inspired and challenged by the story of the peace 
movement in Liberia that Leymah led, which re-
sulted in President Johnson Sirleaf ’s election,” she 
added.

Women’s Division directors had a discussion 
the following evening with Abigail Disney, execu-
tive producer for Women, War & Peace, a five-part 
series on PBS, and producer of Pray the Devil Back 
to Hell, a documentary in which Leymah Gbowee 
is a central figure.
Interfaith influence

Sharing the prize with a Muslim called “the 
mother of Yemen’s revolution” seems fitting, since 
Gbowee showed Christian and Muslim women 
how to break down the stereotypes they had of 
each other and find common goals to work for 
peace in their country.

After years of civil war, she called these women 
of faith in Liberia to peace-building in 2003. The 
women’s movement eventually led to the ouster of 
then-President Charles Taylor and the election of 
Johnson Sirleaf, with whom Gbowee said she has a 
“mother-daughter relationship.” The elder woman 
is the first female to be elected a head of state in 
modern Africa.

 “I can go to the president and speak the truth,” 
Gbowee explained, noting that she continues to 
present her ideas and opinions to Johnson Sirleaf. 
“We have a professional work relationship, and I 
have a lot of respect for this woman.” 

On Oct. 9, when she returned to Africa, the 
two women publicly embraced each other in the 
Liberian field where Gbowee began her peace 
movement. Johnson Sirleaf is a candidate for re-
election on Oct. 11.

In New York, Gbowee displayed a robust sense 
of humor but also had some critical words for her 
U.S. audience, advising her listeners to tend to 
peace and justice issues in their own backyard.

She reminded the audience that the women 
who won the peace prize “didn’t set out to conquer 
the world — they set out to transform their societ-
ies first.”

Since the 2006 elections, peace has become a 
reality in Liberia. “If you visit Liberia in 2003 and 
you go to Liberia today, you’ll see the difference,” 
she said. “That fear that we lived with is slowly go-
ing away.”

She believes the path to nonviolent change 
must be connected to belief in a higher power and 
firmly links her faith with her accomplishments.

“I could not have walked this walk all by my-
self,” she declared. 

(Linda Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multi-
media reporter based in New York)

Cunningham teacher competes in Ironman Triathalon 

Gbowee (continued from pg. 18)

UM Student 
Sunday Nov. 27

United Methodist Student Day 
is Sunday, Nov. 27. Your participa-
tion in this Special Sunday is impor-
tant to so many United Methodist 
students who struggle to meet the 
financial obligations of higher edu-
cation. Your gifts provide scholar-
ships and loans for United Method-
ist students who might not be able 
to pursue higher education without 
your support.

Offering inserts, a poster, wor-
ship resources, stories, videos and 
PowerPoint presentation are avail-
able online at www.umcgiving.org/
UMSD or order your printed offer-
ing poster and leaflet online or by 
calling 888-346-3862.

SOSA offers Alternative 
Christmas

While you and your family cel-
ebrate the joyous Christmas season, 
many Americans will experience 
first-hand the reality of hunger and 
poverty in our land of abundance. 
This Christmas, you can give them 
hope by the simple act of honoring 
your loved ones with a gift donation 
to feed the hungry.

Each $12 gift donation to the So-
ciety of St. Andrew provides about 
600 servings of fresh, nutritious 
food to America's hungry families. 
Each person you so honor will re-
ceive our exclusive Christmas Gift 
Donation Card announcing your 
generous gift in their name.

A free Advent devotional guide, 
Passing the Peace, has also been de-
veloped for your use. 

Both items can be ordered on-
line at www.endhunger.org or by 
calling 1-800-333-4597.


