
FEATURE STORY: 
Churches 

challenged 
to become 
‘GREEN’

OCTOBER 2015 • VOL. 20 NO. 3



INSIDE 
THIS ISSUE
News from the Episcopal Office 1
Events & Announcements 2
Christian Conversations 3
Local Church News 4-6
Featured News 8-10
Game Changer Summit 11
National / Global News  12-13
Conference News 14-16

IGRC’s best kept secret:
Your church has FREE
Current subscriptions!
Due to the faithful payment of apportionments of our churches,  free subscriptions 
to The Current are available to each IGRC congregation.

The bad news? One-half of those subscriptions go unclaimed!

Pastors:  To check the list of subscribers to The Current for your church,  
                 visit: www.igrc.org/subscriptions.
Click the link “Need help logging in?” Enter your email and hit Submit.
Instructions for setting up an account that will allow you to update your subscription 
list or add additional subscribers.
Members can also subscribe to the electronic version of The Current and there is 
no limit on the number of electronic subscriptions a church may have. Merely send 
those names, email addresses and the corresponding church to Michele Willson at 

mwillson@igrc.org or by calling Michele at 217-529-3122. or by calling Michele at 217-529-3122. or by calling Michele at 217-529-3122.
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NEWS
From The Episcopal Office
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

Don’t forget the children!
By happenstance, children were the subject of 

my preaching and writing assignments in the past 
three months. 

These children are babies, young adults and those 
in between. What an apt reminder for the bishop 
who spends 90-plus percent of his time with adults. 
Ongoing reflections from the gospels of Mark and 
Matthew say as much. Don’t forget the children.     

In Matthew 19:13-15, Jesus allows children direct 
access to himself. What’s the big deal?  Our Lord 
interrupts a very important teaching moment with 
adults. Adults in need of receiving valuable advice 
on the challenges of marriage, the pain of divorce 
and the scourge of adultery are put on hold. Over 
the objection of his disciples and the needs of 
adults, our Lord receives the children and ministers 
to them.

Hmmmmmmmm…    
Composer of the shortest gospel, Mark addresses 

the same question differently (Mark 9:33-37). To 
settle a heated argument among the Twelve on 
who is the greatest; Jesus scoops up a little child 
in his arms saying “whoever welcomes one such 
child welcomes and him who sent me.”  In short, 
there is no such thing as becoming “servant of all” 
or becoming “the greatest” if it does not include 
children. 

Below are a few provocative narratives reminding 
us: Don’t Forget the Children:

• Near the end of the 2015 Annual Conference, 
important legislation on Camping was being 
debated. Torn between hearing from the chil-
dren and finishing the debate, someone stood 
up and moved that the adults table the debate 
so the children could take the stage. The con-
ference agreed. Our children took the stage. 
And they gifted us with chatter, talk, cries, 
songs and presentations to the bishop. With 
the decision to “let the children come,” we 
laughed, sang with them and affirmed their 
presence and involvement in Annual Confer-
ence with sustained applause. In them, we 
saw ourselves. In them, we experienced their 
ministry to us. In them, our future became 
present.

• During their 150th Anniversary Celebration, 
I learned that children’s ministry is a major 
asset to the program life of Normal First 
UMC. On Wonderful Wednesdays, children 
and their families pour into the church. 
Families, fellowship, food and fun are part of 
the routine. So is Bible Study. For this semes-
ter, Old Testament stories are the curriculum. 

There is a picture on their website which I 
found touching. In the picture, a woman 
holds the Bible in two hands. Her face cannot 
be seen. The message near the Bible can. It 
reads Education Starts Here.

• When the Council of Bishops met in Ger-
many, we learned of a congregation that 
ministered to so-called neglected children in 
the neighborhood. Members of the Method-
ist church got involved through play, home-
work, serving food and developing relation-
ships. Because the children were of a Muslim 
faith, all questions of religious belief were 
avoided. Such reluctance continued until 
the church created a new vision. The church 
decided to “bear witness to what it means to 
lie as Christians” in a multi-racial, and multi-
cultural and multi-religious neighborhood. 
Note: Jesus’ invitation for the children to 
come unto him is not based on one religious 
affiliation over another. Jesus loves the little 
children. All are precious in his sight.

• Across the conference, Wesley Foundations 
are ministering to our young adult children. 
While we worry about their grades, their 
safety, their college lifestyle and paying tu-
ition and living expenses, churches with Wes-
ley Foundations have the awesome responsi-
bility of proving “a home away from home” 
for those who enter their doors. An article 
in the September 2015 Current reminds us 
of what we do for our young adult children 
“when we don’t forget.”  Hannah Porter, a 
member of the Wesley Foundation on the 
campus Western Illinois University offers 
these excerpts: 
“I am blessed to say this place has been my 
campus faith home (I like the term) for three 
years. Wesley Foundation has always been a 
place where I could fellowship and grow in 
my faith journey…I am going into my senior 
year at Western as a music student, and I do 
not know what I would have done without 
a campus ministry like Wesley Foundation 
to call home. Since my freshman year, I have 
grown closer to God through discipleship from 
my pastors, leadership opportunities, music 
ministry and a mission trip to Cuba.” 

Is not the heart of making disciples for Jesus for 
the transformation of the world largely dependent 
on not forgetting the children?  “For to such be-
longs the kingdom of God.”
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

News From The Episcopal Office

Deaths
The Rev. Lindsay D. Churchman, 54, associate 
pastor of Normal First UMC, died Sept. 19 in Eureka.

Rev. Churchman served numerous congregations in 
Central Texas and was former director of the Wesley 
Foundation at Texas Christian University before 
moving to the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 

where he served Washburn and Henry UMC’s prior to his appointment 
to Normal First UMC.

A memorial service will be held at First United Methodist Church in 
Normal, IL on Saturday, Oct. 3, at 5:00 p.m., with visitation prior to 
service from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to his wife, Rev. Jennie 
Churchman, 705 Curtis Ct., Eureka, IL 61530.

A full obituary can be found online at: http://www.argoruestman-
harris.com/obituaries/Lindsay-Churchman/#!/Obituary 

Eula Mae Bender, 84, widow of the Rev. William 
N. Bender, died Sept. 10, in Woodruff, Wis.

She and her husband served local churches in the 
former Central Illinois Conference, retiring from 
Savoy in 1989.

Condolences may be sent to a daughter, Susan 
Knapstein, 1292 East Harbor Drive, Arbor Vitae, WI 54568-9702.

A full obituary may be found at the following website and messages 
for the family may be posted there: http://www.bolgerfuneral.
com/obituaries/Eula-Bender/#!/Obituary

Richard V. Garabrant, 88, a retired pastor, died 
Aug. 30, at Meadows Mennonite Nursing Home 
in Chenoa.

He served local churches in the former Central 
Illinois Conference, retiring from Sidell in 1989.

His wife, Irene, survives. Condolences may be sent 
to her at Irene Garabrant, 817 Snyder Dr, Bloomington, IL 61701-
5820.

A full obituary may be found at:

http://www.pantagraph.com/news/local/obituaries/richard-
garabrant/article_5db5491b-c2a6-5872-b89f-d39f0251c73d.
html

Elizabeth “Betty-Jo” Hendry, 81, the widow of 
the Rev. Carl Richard Hendry, died Aug. 31, 2015. 
Betty-Jo died on Aug. 31.

She and her husband served churches in Florida 
and in the former Central Illinois Conferences, 
retiring from Saybrook Wesbein in 1990.

She was living in Greenville, SC at the time of her death.

Condolences may be posted for the family and a full obituary may be 
found at the following website:

http://obits.dignitymemorial.com/dignity-memorial/obituary.
aspx?n=Elizabeth-Hendry&lc=9611&pid=175691214&uuid=1
7277f38-1340-40bb-abe6-7812591b1ebd

The Current (USPS 014-964) is published 
monthly by the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
of The UMC,  5900 South Second Street, 
Springfield, IL  62711

An individual subscription is $15 per year.  The 
opinions expressed in viewpoints are those of 
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Communications Team leader:  Paul E. Black 
Team members: Kim Halusan and Michele Willson 

Send materials to:  

P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207  
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additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to 
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Events & Announcements

A Christian Response 
to Violence seminar

The Iroquois River District will be hosting a seminar 
on A Christian Response to Violence on Saturday, Oct. 17, 
2015, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Champaign Faith UMC, 1719 S 
Prospect Ave., Champaign.  This will be a focused seminar 
for those who are interested in learning how to respond to 
the risk of violence and how to share the information with 
their local churches.  Topics will include God and Violence in 
the Biblical Story, Fear and Violence, Helping our Children Feel 
Safe, and A Guide to Developing a Safe Church. 

The seminar will be based on the curriculum developed 
by an IGRC Task Force to provide “encouragement and re-
sources to local churches for opportunities to explore, discuss, 
and dialogue about the spiritual and ethical issues related to 
the growing presence of violence in society and communi-
ties.”  The curriculum was pre-tested by the Task Force in July 
2014, with the first seminar offering in Springfield in April 
2015.  The Task Force hopes to offer the seminar in every 
district.  Curriculum materials can be viewed at http://www.
igrc.org/violence

The IGRC Chapter of the Methodist Federation for Social 
Action and Reconciling Uniting Ministries of Illinois chose 
violence as one of its focus areas for 2015 and invited the 
Task Force to present their curriculum in the Iroquois River 
District.  Also co-sponsoring this seminar will be Champaign 
Faith UMC, Urbana Wesley UMC Social Action Ministries, 
and IGRC Church & Society.

“A Christian Response to Violence” seminar will be offered 
at no fee, but donations will be accepted.  Registration and a 
continental breakfast will begin at 8:30 and a light lunch will 
be provided.  Child care will be available on request.

Advance registration is requested either online at https://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/violence until Oct. 12, or by contacting 
Pat Davis by email at: pat@bnpdavis.com or by calling 217-
344-2075.

The Oct. 17 seminar, A Christian Response to Violence, will 
also be a part of the fall theme of Race and Violence in Ameri-
ca at Urbana Wesley UMC. Events will include Monday Movie 
Nights on Sept. 14, 21, and 28.  On Sunday, Sept. 27, a dramatic 
reading of “Tangled,” a play about gun violence written by local 
playwright Nicole Anderson-Cobb, will be presented.  The 
Wesley Fall Seminar will feature a panel discussion on “Black 
and White in America,” on Sunday, Oct. 4.  More information is 
available at http://wesleyui.org/fallseminar

Volunteers needed for 
fall cleanup in Coal 
City
COAL CITY – The Long Term Recovery 
Committee for the Coal City Tornado 
Relief is seeking volunteers for continued 
response in the aftermath of the EF-3 
Tornado. The following three work days 
have been established this fall: Sept. 26, 
Oct. 24 and Nov. 28.

Work assignments for Sept. 26 will include 
a house tear down, fence rebuilding, 
clean up at the park pavilion, playground, 
ball field and a few yards. Other needs are 
being identified for this and subsequent 
work days.

If you have a team or if you are an indi-
vidual willing to help on Saturday, Sept. 

26, contact Lori Cora at 
815-955-2286 or contact 
her at cardsbylori@sbcglobal.net. Let her 
know how many people will be available 
to work Sept. 26 or either of the two re-
maining dates in October and November

Early Response  Train-
ing at Peoria First 
UMC Oct. 24
A training session will be at Peoria First 
UMC on Saturday, Oct. 24 for persons 
wishing to become certified as Early Re-
sponders through the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. For more informa-
tion, visit www.igrc.org/disasterresponse 

The team is neither a first response group 
of emergency workers nor a recovery, 

rebuild or repair team. Rather, 
it fills a specific need in the 
early days after a disaster to 
establish the presence of the 
church.

Closing services 
for three camps 
announced
The IGRC Camping Office 
has announced that closing 
services will be held at the 
three campsites which have 
completed their mission.

A Celebration of the ministry of 
Epworth Camp will be Sunday, 
Oct. 4, at 3 p.m. and a Celebra-
tion of the ministry of Jensen 
Woods Camp will be Sunday, 
Oct. 18, at 4 p.m. A Celebration 
of Ministry at Living Springs 
Camp has just been announced 
for Sunday, Nov. 8, at 3 p.m.

All three camps have com-
pleted their final IGRC Camping 
Season and were approved 
for closure at the 2015 Annual 
Conference.

Lay Witness Mis-
sion team mem-
ber training
IGRC Lay Servant Ministries and 
the IGRC Evangelism Commit-
tee are co-sponsoring a Lay 
Witness Mission Training event 
on Oct. 9-10 at Jacksonville 
Wesley Chapel UMC.

Times for the training are 6:30 
to 9 p.m. Friday and 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Saturday.

Lay Witness Mission Training is 
a GBOD/Discipleship Ministries-
approved Advanced Course 
therefore you will not need to 
contact your District Director 
for prior approval nor will you 

need to obtain a Continuing Education 
Form to bring with you to this event.

Registration deadline for those taking as 
Advanced Course credit is Friday, Sept. 25. 
All other registrants have until Wednes-
day, Oct. 7. Register online at: http://igrc-
reg.brtapp.com/laywitness  For more 
information, visit: http://www.igrc.org/
calendardetail/590630 

Auburn UMC Corn 
Maze hosts Special 
Youth Night Oct. 11
After a year’s hiatus, the Auburn UMC 
Corn Maze is once again open!

There will be a special Youth Night event 
on Sunday, October 11 from 7-9 pm.  The 
cost is $7 for maze entry, a hot dog, chips, 
and soda and music by the campfire.

RSVP to 217-438-3126 by Oct. 5 with the 
number you expect to attend.

For more information, visit http://auburn-
umc.org/festival.html

Reaching New People 
Workshops
Too often churches take a “wait for people 
to come” approach, or they think ‘invita-
tion’ means standing on street corners or 
initiating painfully difficult conversations. 
Not so!

This workshop will teach principles which 
are effective in churches of all sizes that 
are making new disciples of Jesus Christ. 
The key to reaching new people is to 
move beyond the walls of the building 
and develop relationships with people in 
the community. This workshop will equip 
the church to reach out in non-threaten-
ing ways.

This one-day workshop invites a team (a 
pastor and at least 3 lay people) to take 
next steps in reaching new people.  The 
larger the number of people who attend, 
the greater the likelihood the principles 
will have a positive impact on a church’s 
ability to reach new people.  Bring a large 
team!!

Upcoming workshops will be held as 
follows:

Oct. 10 at Troy UMC. Register online at: 
http://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/Reaching-
NewPeopleOct102015Troy

Oct.  17 at Flora First UMC -- NOTE: there 
is a limit of 160 total registrants for this 
workshop. Register online at: http://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/ReachingNewPeo-
pleOct172015Flora 

If you are interested in this workshop 

taking place in your district or for more 
information, contact Mike Crawford at 
mcrawford@igrc.org.

Ignition Middle School 
Conference
Ignition Middle School Conference is a 
weekend discipleship event for students 
in 6th to 8th grades.  The event will be 
held at Troy United Methodist Church 
Oct. 23-24.  

Steven Wiseman, youth pastor at Alders-
gate UMC in Marion, IL will be speaking.  
Jesus painter Andy Raines will be there 
during the weekend, while Tim Price and 
Harvest will lead worship.  

For more information, visit: www.
ignitionconference.org where one can 
download the registration forms.

The Well Conference 
for Youth Ministry
Harvest Ministry will be hosting its youth 
ministry events -- The Well -- at six loca-
tions during the month of October.  

The topics for The Well this fall: How to 
Get and Keep Students Connected to Your 
Ministry and Why Student Ministry Matters. 
In addition to these topics, there is time 
for network and idea sharing among the 
leaders in attendance. 

Student ministry may be changing these 
days, but we still need it. The Well, now 
in its 11th season, is a close to home op-
portunity for encouragement and equip-
ping. Bring someone with you (there’s 
discounted rate if you do).  For more 
information and to register, visit www.
harvestministryteams.com/thewell

COS Extension School 
dates for 2015-2016
Registration for the Spring 2016 session 
of the IGRC Course of Study Extension 
School for part-time local pastors is still 
open.

Dates are as follows:

Feb.-March 2016 session -- Feb. 5-6 and 
March 4-5, 2016

Deadline: Dec. 10

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/COS_Feb2016 (underscore 
between COS and Feb2016)

April-May 2016 session -- April 8-9 and 
May 6-7, 2016

Deadline: Feb. 10, 2016

Register online at: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/COS_April2016 (underscore 
between COS and April2016)
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15 Volunteers needed for Baby 
Fold’s Festival of Trees
The Baby Fold is in need of volunteers for the 2015 Festival of Trees, to 
be held Nov. 20-22, at the Interstate Center’s Mini Expo and West Expo 
buildings. There are a broad range of volunteer opportunities through-
out the weekend from set up to tear down and everything in between.

Volunteer opportunities include daytime and evening shifts from Nov. 
17-22.

To learn about volunteer opportunities, visit http://thebabyfold.volun-
teerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=10377 or email Bonnie Yancey, volunteer 
committee coordinator at bsyancey@gmail.com



Christian Conversations

Retirees: Time to review and 
compare your Medicare plans
BY KEITH ANDERSON
Executive Director, Preachers’ Aid Society

All seniors who are on Medicare 
and purchase a Medicare Supple-
ment and/or Medicare Part D Plan 
are strongly encouraged to review and 
compare their plans. The “open win-
dow” will be from Oct. 15- Dec. 7. This 
is the only time seniors can change 

plans unless there are special circumstances. 
Insurance companies can make changes to their 

Medicare Supplement and Part D Plans only once a 
year. These changes include premium costs, deductible 
limits, formulary lists (what drugs will be covered and 
not covered), and co-pay structures. You will be noti-
fied by your insurance company of any and all changes. 
However, most of us will not read the “fine print” or 
understand the implications of the changes. Plus, the 
notification of the changes does not inform you of the 
cost comparison with other plans. 

The only way to know if you are in the best plan 
for you is to do a Review and Compare every year. 

Cost savings
Does it really make a difference to do a Review 

and Compare?  There is no way to know without actu-
ally doing the Review and Compare. Every person has 
a different set of prescription medications so there is 
no way to know which plan is the best plan for you 
with you doing the comparison.

But, from my experience, it is worth the time to 
run the numbers. One SHIP counselor shared this 
insight. Last year, she assisted with close to 60 retired 

clergy and/or spouses. 6 out of 10 saved money by 
switching plans. The total savings was close to $20,000!  

How do you know if you are one of the 60 per-
cent?  You do not know until you run the numbers. 
But, why overspend for your medications?  Trust me, 
the insurance companies are all doing well!  

Medicare sanctions Torchmark Corporation
American Insurance Company. Since late 2012, 

the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) has been watching Torchmark for several 
deficiencies in their services. Effective Aug. 1, issued 
sanctions against Torchmark and their Part D Plans. 

The sanctions mean Torchmark cannot enroll any 
new customers until all the problems are solved to the 
satisfaction of the CMS. The company has also been 
fined due to the sanctions as well. 

All of the issues with Torchmark are related to 
coverage denials and the appeals process. For example, 
when coverage for a patient for a prescription drug was 
denied, Torchmark did not follow the correct pro-
cedures in notifying the person and/or in the appeal 
process. 

What if I have a plan from American 
Insurance Company?

If you have experienced no problems with your 
coverage or your plan, you do not need to do anything. 
Allow the plan to continue as is for the rest of the year. 

If you have had problems in getting the plan to 
pay, you may be able to switch to a new plan for the 
rest of the year at no penalty to you. The process is 
somewhat cumbersome and complex. It is recom-

mended that you contact your local Senior Health 
Insurance Program (SHIP) office to get help. If you do 
not know the location or number for your office, call 
the general SHIP office toll free at 800-548-9034. The 
SHIP office is a program through the Department of 
Aging. SHIP counselors are trained to assist seniors 
with health insurance issues. There are no charges to 
use a SHIP counselor.

 All persons who have a plan from American In-
surance Company needs to do a Review and Compare. 
Given that the CMS has issued these sanctions against 
the plan, means the plans are not reliable. It would be 
wise for you to find another plan for 2016. 

To change or not to change?
Remember, the open window is Oct. 15 through 

Dec. 7. During this time you will want to do a Review 
and Compare to see if you want to stay in your current 
plan. 

If you decide to stay in the plan, you do NOTH-
ING. You will be automatically re-enrolled.

If you wish to change plans, you must enroll in the 
NEW plan. Never unenroll in a plan!  You may enroll 
by phone or online. Be sure to keep your confirmation 
number so that you have proof of your enrollment. 

Soon your mailbox will be full of advertisements 
for Medicare Supplements and Part D Plans. We will 
see even more commercials on TV. Be sure to do your 
homework and pick the best plan for you. 

(Rev. Keith Anderson is a certified financial planner. He 
may be reached by email at KEAnderson@igrc.org or 
by calling 217-529-3221.)

BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – For more than 10 years, the 
Rev. Dr. Roger Ross says there has been a 
book on the shelf of his heart.

Now it is about to be published.

Ross, who is senior pastor at Springfield 
First UMC, has served local churches for 30 
years – from Texas to the British Channel 
Island of Guernsey to successfully planting 
and pastoring churches in the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference – writes about The Goodpeople.

“The Goodpeople are those persons who truly are 
good persons, but they just don’t know God,” Ross said. 
“John Wesley knew people like that as well.”

Taking his cue from Wesley, Ross identifies seven prac-
tices that emerged in the 18th century Wesleyan revival 
that led hundreds of thousands to faith in Christ. The 
book re-invents those practices for the 21st century.

“I first stumbled onto these seven ways when I was 
starting (Champaign) New Horizon UMC,” Ross said. 
“Since then, I have been applying them in a completely 
different context at Springfield First. I have found they 
work in both settings, and because they are very acces-
sible to both pastors and laity, with some intentionality, 
they can be adapted to help any size church grow.”

The early reviews from across the connection have 
been overwhelmingly favorable.

“I was inspired! This is a terrific read that my 
leadership team will be reading together,” 
said Rev. Adam Hamilton, senior pastor of The 
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection 
in Leawood, Kan.

Rev. Mike Slaughter, pastor of Ginghamsburg 
UMC in Tipp City, Ohio, said that Ross “shares 
the spiritual core that leads and sustains vital, 
life-changing ministry” in his book.

The book has also earned praise from three 
United Methodist bishops. “Helpful to pastors and 
laity alike!” writes Bishop Scott Jones of the Great 
Plains Conference. Bishop Jonathan Keaton said Meet 
The Goodpeople provides “Seven practices worthy of 
conversation, contemplation and promulgation.” And 
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer of the West Ohio Conference 
says of the book, “Roger invites us to see, love and 
relate to the neighbors all around us with a new heart 
and new eyes.”

Martha Grace Reese, author of Unbinding the Gospel 
also endorses the book. “(It will be) helpful to Chris-
tians across the denominational landscape. Study it in 
groups – it will deepen your faith and help you move 
far beyond church walls.”

Abingdon Press is the publisher, and it will be released 
on Oct. 20. The book will be available through Cokes-
bury as well as Amazon.com, where one can buy it as a 
book or a e-book for Kindle.

Ross pens book, due out Oct. 20
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Local Church News

Kumler UMC celebrates 150 years         
of ministry to Springfield(Editor’s note: The sermon below was delivered 

by the Rev. Dr. Thomas Logsdon, IGRC Director of 
Connectional Ministries as part of a month-long 
celebration of Springfield Kumler UMC’s 150th an-
niversary celebration. Dr. Logsdon was the guest 
speaker on Sunday, Sept. 6.)

A GLORIOUS HERITAGE

Isaiah 51:1-3, Matthew 25: 37-40

Early this year I was privileged to preach the Hiram 
Buck Prentice Memorial Sermon on “the Ministry 
and service as exemplified by the lives and labors 
of pioneer preachers of the Illinois Annual Confer-
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church.”

Today I am just as privileged to preach an an-
niversary sermon in a church founded by Hiram 
Buck Prentice’s father Rev. William S. Prentice just 4 
months and 2 days after the end of the American 
Civil War.

Happy Birthday, Kumler United Methodist Church! 
You’re looking pretty good for 150!

According to a booklet produced for your 125th 
anniversary:

In the days of wooden houses of worship with warped 
weather boarding, kerosene lamps, wood or coal 
stoves, horses and buggies, board sidewalks, and 
unlighted, unpaved streets, the Second Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Springfield was organized in the 
basement of First Methodist Episcopal Church on a 
Monday evening, September 11, 1865. Springfield 
was then noticeably extending to the north and it was 
thought that this development, combined with the 
“southern location” and overcrowding condition of 
the First Methodist Episcopal Church was a providen-
tial call of Methodism to move out and “possess the 
land” in the northern part of the city. “Accordingly, 
a noble and self-sacrificing band” of 83 members in 
a most peaceable and amicable manner withdrew 

from First Church to provide the nucleus for a new 
Second Methodist Episcopal Church. This action was 
approved by the Illinois Conference on September 20, 
1865.  (“Our Spiritual Home.” 125 Years of Service to 
God: 1865-1990)

You started in, “an unpretentious frame build-
ing on the northwest corner of Sixth and Monroe 
Streets which was purchased from the Presbyterian 
Church. Later the building was moved to 325 North 
Fifth Street. It was remodeled and in 1878 a par-
sonage was built on that lot. The 
entire property was then valued 
at $10,000 and was debt free. The 
congregation had grown to 179 
members.” (125 Years of Service)

Your present stone structure – a 
landmark for our city – was begun 
less than a decade later and your 
first meeting was held in that 
building on September 11, 1887 
– 22 years to the day after the Sec-
ond Methodist Episcopal Church 
of Springfield, Ill., was organized 
in the basement of First Methodist 
Episcopal Church.

“(T)he building was far from complete,” your 125th 
Anniversary booklet tells us.

… the brick walls of the sanctuary were unplastered, 
the balcony unbuilt, and some of the windows were 
only set in temporarily or without glass “. . . but the 
warm spirit and enthusiasm of the members of the 
congregation was not chilled by the lack of heating 
facilities.” (125 Years of Service)

Good thing it was mid-September and not mid-
January!

The completed building was dedicated the follow-
ing spring on April 15, 1888 – two weeks after Eas-
ter and 23 years to the day after Lincoln was shot. 

I wonder if any other events were happening in 
Springfield that day?

A year and half later the Rev. John A. Kumler was 
appointed pastor and served well for the next six 

years. Your 125th anniversary book 
notes:

There was such a deep feeling of love 
and devotion between pastor and 
congregation during his ministry from 
1889 to 1895 that in 1900 Rev. Kumler 
was honored for his philanthropy, evan-
gelism and membership expansion by 
changing the church name from Second 
Methodist Episcopal Church to Kumler 
Methodist Episcopal Church. (125 Years 
of Service)

Now you know where you got your 
name.

In 1926, work was begun on a brick addition which 
was dedicated the next year and included

… Sunday School classrooms, auditorium, kitchen, 
dining hall and gymnasium. Kumler’s “gym” was 
renowned in Springfield, and many city residents 
remember when they played basketball and volley-
ball there as youths and young adults. (125 Years of 
Service)

How many people do you think were brought to 
God through Christian baptism; brought to Christ 
through Christian conversion; nurtured in Sun-
day School classes, Bible Studies, choirs, youth 

“Our vision is to create a context where 
people from all walks of life can gather 
together so that, in some way, the       
Kingdom of God might be experienced.”
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groups, and Vacation Bible Schools; 
nourished physically and spiritu-
ally through Church potlucks and 
Holy Communion; joined with life 
partners through Christian marriage, 
and brought before this altar one 
last time before their earthly remains 
were entrusted to the ground and 
their souls given back to God in 
gratitude for the lives they touched 
while they walked this earthly path 
with us?

But that’s not what I think of when 
I think of Kumler United Methodist 
Church. I think of a congregation 
with a heart for hurting people. According to your 
125th Anniversary book:

It was in the checkout line of a nearby grocery store in 
1976 that the “call to care” of Kumler Neighborhood 
Ministries first sounded its beacon. Mabel Anne Harjes, 
wife of Kumler’s then-pastor, George Harjes, observed 
an elderly woman in front of her purchasing a pack-
age of bones from the meat counter. She learned that 
the widow lived on $150 a month. Boiling these bones 
for broth was about the only food she could afford. 
Even while she lived in terrible conditions, the widow 
was eligible for Social Security and food stamps – but 
she didn’t know it, nor did she have anyone to guide 
her through the application process. Mabel Anne, 
George, and Kathy Howell, Chairperson of Social 
Concerns at Kumler, answered the call of crisis. As 
they reached out to help this older widow, they laid 
the foundation of the ministries which touched over 
10,000 lives a year by 1990. (125 Years of Service)

Eventually, these ministries would outgrow their 
Fifth and Carpenter location and, starting in 2008, 
began their move to 303 East North Grand, site of 
the former Trinity United Methodist Church.

Today, Kumler Outreach Ministries continues “to 
help the at-risk population of the greater Spring-
field area to overcome the social, economic and 
spiritual challenges they face . . . by providing ne-
cessities such as food, clothing and medicine.” (2014 
Benevolence Application)

According to your 2014 benevolence application for 
2016 funding:

“In a given week, an average 500 people receive 
groceries through the food pantry; 25 to 30 get help 
paying for their prescription medicines; 90-110 people 
participate in our weekly community meal, Hospitality 

House, sharing in 
food and fellow-
ship; 40-50 gar-
deners work their 
individual plots and 
communal plots in 
our two community 
garden sites; 10-12 
students benefit 
from the GED 
program located in 
Kumler’s Outreach 
Center; and an 
untold number ac-
cess clothing, small 

household items and other necessities through our 
clothing ministry (there is not a definite number for 
this ministry as all items are donated, and we do not 
track those served).    

“While Kumler Outreach Ministries continues to 
address the immediate needs of our neighbors, we 
recognize we can do more. We recognize that we can 
go deeper. We recognize that instead of providing 
people with food for their tables, we can help them 
provide for themselves. We recognize that instead 
of treating an illness with a medicine, we can equip 
people with the knowledge and self-awareness to 
better manage their health. We recognize that instead 
of merely knowing people by name and having a 
passing knowledge of their situation, we can establish 
relationships, build trust and empower people.  

“We have started down this path by hosting a GED 
program (in its fourth year) operated by Lincoln Land 
Community College. Our partnership with Lincoln 
Land helps ensure that those seeking to further their 
education can do so at a time and location that best 
meets their needs. Prior to Kumler becoming a GED 
site, there was no such location serving the north end 
of Springfield, only the east side and the campus loca-
tion several miles south of Springfield.

“Hospitality House, our weekly community meal, is an 
opportunity for people to get to know one another, 
share their stories and lives; and remind all of us that 
we are children of the heavenly Father, separated 
only by circumstances and human-created barriers. 
Our vision is to create a context where people from 
all walks of life can gather together so that, in some 
way, the Kingdom of God might be experienced. We 
understand that our neighbors who are struggling 
with poverty and homelessness are also struggling 
with societal disconnectedness. Therefore, our hope 

is that when someone walks in the door on Tuesday 
night they won’t be able to tell the guests from the 
servant volunteers. All will be partaking of food and 
fellowship, one alongside the next.  

“The Neighborhood Gardens, our community gardens 
in two locations, provide a context where people from 
all walks of life can gather together and work toward 
a common goal. It is our “third space”—not yours, not 
mine, but ours—where people can become neighbors. 
This is particularly critical in the most diverse neigh-
borhood in Springfield, where doctors and publish-
ers work alongside mothers and children living in 
transitional homes. Our hope is to break down societal 
barriers that keep these neighbors apart. The gardens 
are at once about high-quality food and about more 
than food; they are about teaching and learning skills, 
turning strangers into neighbors, and strengthening 
the health—physical, emotional and spiritual—of 
individuals, of a neighborhood and in turn, of a com-
munity.  

“In all of these things, we are working with a long-
term view. 

“While these ministries are a small step forward in 
deepening our relationships with our neighbors, we 
are intentionally exploring how Kumler Outreach 
Ministries can be a leader in Christian community 
development in our community, how such a change 
would affect the face of our ministries, and the neces-
sary systems that would need to be in place to imple-
ment such a change. We realize this will not happen 
overnight. In all, we desire to live into God’s best for 
us, to empower our neighbors to their fullest, and to 
engage in ministries that address the whole human.” 
(2014 Benevolence Application)

“But surely other churches are doing the same 
thing,” you may be saying to yourself. “After all, there 
are needs everywhere.”

If only that were true. The needs are there but, 
all too often, the response is not. Like your glass 
brick cross installed in 1948, Kumler has been “a 
light shining in the darkness,” a source of hope for 
the people of Springfield and inspiration for the 
churches of our community and annual conference.

God bless you, Kumler UMC, on your 150th anniver-
sary. You may have started as the Second Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Springfield, Illinois, but you 
are a committed congregation of Christians that’s 
second to none!

Well done, thou good and faithful servant! Well 
done!
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Gibson City churches partner 
in ‘out of church’ experience
BY PATTI WELANDER
Bloomington Pantagraph

GIBSON CITY – Three Gibson City churches have 
demonstrated that, as one member put it, “Church 
isn’t what happens within the walls.” 

The sanctuaries of Gibson City’s American Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church, United Methodist Church, First 
Presbyterian Church and First Christian Church were 
empty on a recent Sunday morning, when an “out-
of-church experience” replaced traditional worship.

More than 200 church members bagged groceries 
and assisted shoppers with carrying their bags to 
their cars at County Market, delivered baked goods 
to shut-ins and workplaces, collected food for 
Shepherd’s Closet, assembled hygiene kits, prayed 
at the schools, performed hymns at the Annex and 
Heritage Manor and washed motorists’ windshields 
at gas stations.

The campaign was called Poured Out Church.

“Church isn’t what happens within the walls,” said Barb 
Horsch, one of the coordinators of the Poured Out 
Church event. “It’s what happens wherever we are.”

“Living out God’s love in practical ways” was the 

theme of the event that has been celebrated by the 
Methodist Church for four years. This year, the three 
other churches joined in.

While some activities were designed to show a 
presence in the community and brighten some-
one’s day, others were designed to provide a 
specific service.

“It’s a continuing expression of worship,” said Pastor 
Ed Taylor of the First Christian Church. “We are giv-
ing thanksgiving and honoring God by taking care 
of those God has given us, and God has given us 
the community.”

The Iverson family continued their worship all over 
Ford County. Members of the First Christian Church, 
they delivered cookies to a number of residents.

“It was a good experience to be a part of,” said Janet 
Iverson. “The kids have soaked it in.”

GCMS Elementary School student Kate Kristensen 
also enjoyed delivering cookies.

“People said, ‘Thank you’ a lot,” Kate said.

Her friend, Wrigley Maxey, usually attends the 
Methodist Church, but helped assemble 102 

hygiene kits, which are often distributed follow-
ing natural disasters such as tornadoes, floods and 
earthquakes.

Although Wrigley likes the traditional church ser-
vice, she said she also liked the Poured Out Church 
service. “I like to help people,” Wrigley said.

Horsch said one of the goals is for the children and 
adults to carry that attitude beyond Sunday.

“I’m hoping that’s what we seek to be every day,” 
Horsch said.

(Reprinted with permission from the Sept. 7 issue of 
the Bloomington Pantagraph, www.pantagraph.com)

A total of 20 members from  Decatur Sharon UMC volunteered during the 
weekend of Aug. 22-23 at East Bay Camp.

The crew performed a variety of tasks, including pulling weeds, roofing, 
moving mattresses and chopping wood.  This has been an annual summer trip 
for Sharon U.M.C. members for several years.  

In 2009, they built an altar at “Inspiration Point” overlooking Lake 
Bloomington.  Last year, they built a human Foosball court on the back side of 
the Dining Hall.  East Bay Camp is a favorite destination for Sharon members.

Photos courtesy of Jarred Leeper

Decatur Sharon UMC
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BY DENA HOPKINS
Metropolis First UMC

METROPOLIS – This year, our youth 
groups’ theme is I Am Second, as we begin 
to practice putting Jesus and others before 
ourselves. We are connecting teens to God, 
each other, and communities through Christ 
centered missions and service. 

In August, our high school youth group 
went to Nashville, Tenn., and served at the 
Bridge Ministries which feeds the homeless 
in that area. We worked in the warehouse 
preparing school supplies to be given away 
that evening, as well as clothing, and grocer-
ies. Then, we went to the bridge area under 
the Jefferson Street overpass and assisted 
with setting up the worship area, unloading 
groceries, handing out water to those in line 
for the meal, delivering meals to the seats of 
those in attendance, working in the children’s 
area, and handing out school supply dona-
tions. 

Our junior high and high school youth 
groups, partnered with a few of our Team 
Kids, collected 654 pounds of food for the 
local food pantry, COPE. This event was a 
two-hour collection whereas we went door to 
door asking for donations for the pantry. 

In September, we handed out free 
popcorn with the church’s “Back to Church 
Sunday” flyers, to people along the Labor 
Day parade route. We also collected coins for 
our HOPE Unlimited ministry which serves 
women and children in Massac County by 

providing parenting education, clothing, dia-
pers, baby food, and other necessary items.  
Additionally, our youth are planning a yard 
sale to raise funds to purchase an outdoor 
play item for our children’s ministry such as a 
climber/slide combination. 

This year will be the first that our youth 
will also participate in a Judgment House 
event in partnership with the First Baptist 
Church in Metropolis. We are sponsoring a 
room, including the decor and actors, as part 
of the outreach/witness drama which will be 
free to the public in October. 

Loaves and Fish surpasses 300,000 meals
BY BOB PHILLIPS
Peoria First UMC

PEORIA – Last year, I was talking 
with a couple about what went into 
their selection of whether and/or which 
church to call home. Their Christian 
faith is strong, so connecting with a 
church home was a no-brainer. The 
decisive question for them in determin-
ing where they connected was this. 
“Every church says, ‘God loves you.’ 
We have been looking for a church that 
then asks, ‘Now what are you going to 
do about it?’”

Every Saturday for 20 years, area 
volunteers from various churches 
and faith groups, civic organizations 
and businesses, schools and random 
individuals have flowed to “Loaves and 
Fish,” the noon meal offered at Peoria 
First United Methodist Church. 

Liberals and conservatives, life-long believ-
ers and steadfast unbelievers . . . all face forward 
in practical care for the 250-300+ men, women 
and children who seek a hot meal, clothes, medical 
care, tutoring, take-away food, an optional worship 
service and down time to connect with others with-
out being rushed out the door. While First Church 
hosts this work and provides much leadership, the 
volunteer spirit of many churches and secular groups 
make it possible.

How a community cares for those unable to 
return that care is a reflection of the community’s 
deepest values. In the Christian tradition, questions 
of food, shelter, clothing, health and education are 

not simply political questions or economic ques-
tions. They are spiritual questions, flowing from the 
conviction that all people are created in the image of 
God (Genesis 1:27). For this reason all are entitled to 
“life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” that form 
human dignity.

Jesus was asked what it would be like at the end 
of the world, often called ‘The Second Coming.’ He 
gave a two chapter response in Matthew 24-25 and 
ended with a curve ball none of his followers were 
expecting. When the time comes for the world to 
cash in its chips and all stand before God in judg-
ment, the ability to recite creeds and clichés won’t 
cut it, no matter how sincerely believed. What will 
reflect that a person really ‘got it’ will be the track 

record of their basic care for others. 
The acts themselves do not save but are 
a clear metric that one has gotten with 
the God program. “I was hungry and 
you fed me, thirsty and you gave me 
drink, naked and you clothed me, sick, 
lonely, imprisoned and you came to 
me” (Matthew 25:31ff).

Loaves and Fish is only one 
example of community caring. Dream 
Center, Catholic Charities, the food 
pantries and feeding programs and 
tutoring programs at many churches, 
Urban League and NAACP programs 
are some of the avenues of service. 
True faith is more than “being nice to 
grandmother and the cat,” and true 
caring is more than becoming well-in-
tentioned enablers and co-dependents 
with those in need. In Christian tradi-

tion, what we believe matters a lot. What we do with 
what we believe reflects whether or not we got the 
message and really believe Jesus. As someone once 
said, “How can you worship a homeless man on Sun-
day and ignore the homeless the rest of the week?” 
In the mind of this (full disclosure) Bible-believing, 
born-again, Spirit-filled, revival-preaching Method-
ist child of the King, we can’t.

The take-away is simple. In this community of 
greatness and great need, find your place and fill it. 
“God loves you. Now what are you going to do about 
it?”

(Reprinted with permission from The Community 
Word, a free monthly publication for the Peoria Area, 
www.thecommunityword.com)

Metropolis youth completes summer of ministry Vermilion River 
District UMM 
Trivia Night Oct. 24
KANKAKEEE – The Vermilion 
River District United Method-
ist Men will hold its Third An-
nual Trivia Night on Saturday, 
Oct. 24 at Kankakee Asbury 
UMC.

The competition gets under-
way at 7 p.m.

Registration is $10 person 
with teams of eight to 10 
players per table. Checks 
may be made payable to 
Vermilion River District UMM 
and may be sent to District 
UMM President Steve West at: 
1346 S. Fourth Ave., Kanka-
kee, IL  60901. West may 
also be reached by email at: 
stvwest@yahoo.com. 
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I feel certain that God 
wishes us to preserve 
this wonderful Earth 
that we have been so 
blessed to walk upon.

Featured News

BY HAVEN KING-NOBLES
Decatur Faith UMC

If he were alive today, I think 
John Wesley would have been a 

part of the Green Team. From the 
way he lived out his faith by acting 

on the social issues of his day, it’s not a 
far stretch to picture Wesley making every effort 

to preserve our beautiful, God-given planet for future 
generations. 

Young people like me are looking for an organization 
that takes a clear stand on the issues of the world, 
and is actively addressing these issues. I would love to 
see these young people find that organization in The 
United Methodist church, where they might find our 
Wesleyan tradition to be particularly attractive. Regard-
less of those who we may attract, I feel certain that God 
wishes us to preserve this wonderful Earth that we have 
been so blessed to walk upon.

With all this in mind, I decided to begin a group with 

Churches being challenged 
    to become ‘green’ “All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways 

in which we use and abuse it. Water, air, soil, minerals, energy 
resources, plants, animal life, and space are to be valued and 
conserved because they are God’s creation and not solely 
because they are useful to human beings. God has granted us 
stewardship of creation. We should meet these stewardship 
duties through acts of loving care and respect. Economic, 
political, social, and technological developments have 
increased our human numbers, and lengthened and enriched 
our lives. However, these developments have led to regional 
defoliation, dramatic extinction of species, massive human 
suffering, overpopulation, and misuse and overconsumption 
of natural and nonrenewable resources, particularly by 
industrialized societies. This continued course of action 
jeopardizes the natural heritage that God has entrusted to 
all generations. Therefore, let us recognize the responsibility 
of the church and its members to place a high priority on 
changes in economic, political, social, and technological 
lifestyles to support a more ecologically equitable and 
sustainable world leading to a higher quality of life for all of 
God’s creation.”

From The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 
- 2012. Copyright 2012 by The United Methodist Publishing  
House. Used by permission.

BY CHRISTINA KROST

“You can’t love God and ignore the 
Earth.”

Those words are hard to hear. But 
Rebekah Simon-Peter, ordained United 
Methodist elder and author of Green 
Church and Seven Steps to Green Your Church believes it’s 
essential to speak them.

Many churches say, “But we’re recycling and we’ve 
stopped using Styrofoam cups during coffee hour.” “That’s 
not enough,” says Simon-Peter. The church has to think 
bigger, do more. 

At Faith in Place, an organization in Illinois inspir-
ing people of diverse faiths to care for the Earth through 
education, connection, and advocacy, faith communities 
are challenged to dream big through the creation of green 
team ministries. These ministries turn faucet aerators 
into permeable parking lots. Energy efficient light bulbs 
become the growing of many green roofs. Single tomato 
plants become sustaining gardens, and native plants grow 
to full restoration of our communities.

Our Catholic brothers and sisters have spoken out 
about creation care this year. In Pope Francis’ recent 
encyclical Laudato Si, he writes: “Many things have to 
change course, but it is we human beings above all who 
need to change. We lack an awareness of our common 

origin, of our mutual belong-
ing, and of a future to be 
shared with everyone. . . . A 
great cultural, spiritual and 
educational challenge stands 
before us, and it will demand 
that we set out on the long 
path of renewal.”

We cannot continue on 
our present path. Earth is 

Student leads congregation in green initiatives

“
”
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the purpose of bringing my church more in line with 
God’s commission to Earth Stewardship. Through 
several bulletin articles, I recruited a group of friendly 
adults to come to the first ever meeting of the “Green 
Church Committee.”

Wednesday evening came. I felt incredibly timid: here 
were a dozen adults who were looking to me, a mere 
high schooler, for leadership. In our first order of busi-
ness, we changed our name to the “First Green Team.” 
We spent the next two hours conveying our visions 
for what we hoped this team would accomplish, and 
after several early exits I finally got the impression that 
people don’t care for long meetings. We agreed to meet 
again next week.

I was ecstatic. I had a fantastic group of individuals who 
were not only extremely talented, but who also shared 
my vision of a church that operated in harmony with 
God’s Earth. We had a team, we had a handful of ideas, 
and we were ready to begin.

That was ten months ago. Since its formation, the 

Green Team has expanded, reorganized, shared many-
a-laughs, and most importantly done a great deal of 
good. We would like to share with you some of our 
accomplishments, not to brag, but in the hope that 
you will feel called to bring these ideas into your own 
church:

• After installing a dishwasher and convincing all the 
coffee drinkers that mugs would work equally well, 
we eliminated the church’s use of Styrofoam.

• We led an Earth Day service, where it was my great 
pleasure to deliver the message.

• We implemented a church-wide single-stream recy-
cling program.

• In a slight twist on a favorite Methodist tradition, 
we organized monthly vegetarian potlucks.

• We partnered with other churches to organize a 
neighborhood cleanup.

• We collected nearly 100 different electronics to be 
recycled.

• We gave away 1,000 reusable bags into our com-
munity.

• Our greatest accomplishment came in the form of 
the countless articles, posters, and Facebook “green 
tips” that we disseminated to spread the message 
of Earth Stewardship and how we can practice it 
through our everyday actions.

I’m about to leave for college, but the First Green Team 
at Decatur First UMC will carry on in my absence. I hope 
it will bring forth more good than ever before. Even 
more so, I hope that you will feel inspired to make a dif-
ference at your own church. 

After all, God has only loaned us this marvelous planet. 
On the day we must give it back, let us be like the 
servant who invests his master’s talents to bring forth 
something far greater than before.

(Haven King-Nobles is the son of Revs. Kent and Kathy 
King-Nobles, pastors of Decatur First UMC, Sangamon 
River District. He is currently a freshman at Oberlin College 
in Oberlin, Ohio.)

Churches being challenged 
    to become ‘green’ 

crying out for help, our plants and animals are disappear-
ing, and God’s people are suffering. Care of creation is 
a moral issue. But what can we do at the congregational 
level about a problem so large? Let’s start by identifying 
four areas of concern: energy and climate change, sus-
tainable food and land use, water preservation, and advo-
cacy. In each of these areas, there are both large and small 
changes that United Methodist churches can start making 
today to begin living more faithfully and sustainably. 

Energy and climate change:
One only needs to turn on the news to see the results 

of climate change in America: raging wildfires and dev-
astating drought in the west, severe flooding in the south, 
powerful thunderstorms and tornadoes in the plains, and 
more frequent hurricanes along the eastern coast. Even if 
we disagree on humans’ role in climate change, the results 
don’t lie: Global temperatures are rising. The Social Prin-
ciples (¶ 160 B and C) statements are clear: we need to 
find ways to reduce our carbon and greenhouse gas emis-
sions and seek new, cleaner ways to produce electricity. 

It is remarkably easy to reduce our consumption of 
electricity, and positively impact carbon emissions from 
coal-fired power plants.   

Having an energy audit often produces multiple 
opportunities to capture energy savings.  Urbana Wes-
ley UMC reduced its annual electric bill by $2,500 by 
making changes in lighting alone.  This means almost 25 
metric tons of carbon was kept out of the atmosphere, 
the amount sequestered by 20.2 acres of U.S. forest.  And 
$2,500 was freed up for their local and global ministry 
concerns.  Euclid Avenue UMC in the Northern Illinois 
Conference went even further, installing solar panels and 
geothermal units to power their house of worship.  La 
Grange First UMC in La Grange, also in the Northern 
Illinois Conference, has signed the Paris Pledge, part of 
the 2015 United Nations’ Climate Talks, to reduce their 

carbon footprint 50 percent by 
2030 and 100 percent by 2050.

Saving energy has never been 
easier.  New technology being 
deployed by Ameren in many areas 
of the IGRC can help us become 
informed energy consumers. This 
new technology is called the smart 
grid. All residential and com-
mercial Ameren customers will be 
getting smart meters by the end of 
2021. Many thousands have already 
been deployed. These smart meters give 
customers more control over their energy 
use. With your smart meter, you will be able 
to opt-in to Peak Time Rebate (coming soon) and 
Power Smart Pricing programs (https://www.powers-
martpricing.org/). These programs can help you save 
money on your electricity bills by reducing your usage. 

But to people of faith, what is just as important as 
saving money is reducing electricity from coal-fired 
plants. This in turn can reduce asthma rates, which 
disproportionally affect our low-income and minority 
brothers and sisters. Cases of asthma have rapidly in-
creased, more than doubling in the past two decades. Six 
percent of U.S. children have asthma. 

Sustainable food and land use:
The Syrian refugee crisis has shown what happens 

when factors like drought, food scarcity and conflict over 
resources plague a population—people must move. These 
same patterns play out in nature as well, like with mon-
arch butterflies and other pollinators that are decreasing 
in number due to habitat destruction, climate change, 
and chemical interference.  

Many of our congregations understand food scarcity 
at a local level. Many of you support programs such as a 

food pantry or “backpack” feeding program. We know 
that healthy bodies, healthy communities and a healthy 
environment somehow meet at the intersection of food 
and faith.  After all, our central sacrament is a meal at 
which Jesus himself welcomes us.  

My church, Neoga Grace UMC, is taking early steps 
to start a community garden to add nutritional value to 
the summer feeding program. We will need congregation 
and community involvement to make this a success. We 
are hopeful that in addition to growing and providing 
fresh fruits and vegetables to those served by our feeding 
program we can teach how to properly cook and store the 
produce given, increasing the possibility that the produce 
will be eaten and enjoyed. This program connects us to 
the rich land around us, and to the families served by our 
congregation. 

Education is the key to making a difference. There are 
many programs available on food justice, native plants, 
community gardening, and migration. Engage your 
congregation in a conversation on which topics they find 

Student leads congregation in green initiatives
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the long path of renewal.
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important and seek resources on these topics (see related article).

Water preservation
In the Great Lakes region we may believe we have all the fresh water we’ll 

ever need. And it’s true: the Great Lakes are an impressive resource contain-
ing 20 percent of the Earth’s surface freshwater. But because we are people of 

faith, we know that water is sacred. And it is limited. 
What can we do as people of faith to preserve our precious water resourc-

es? Have a water audit at your church building, and encourage members of 
your congregation to do the same. An audit will check for leaks and inefficien-
cies in water use and identify ways storm water handling could be improved. 

Based on the findings of the audit, your house of worship will be presented 
with opportunities to conserve and protect water. Taking action on as many 
recommendations as possible will produce great results.

Advocacy
It is pretty hard to imagine that one voice matters among the din of discord 

in Springfield lately. But if you had been standing with me on Earth Day on 
the steps of the Capitol building while youth led cheers, young families waved 
signs, and retirees stood in witness, like me, you would be a believer. The spirit 
moved people from the north, south, east, and west to come prayerfully to 
Springfield to tell their Representatives and Senators that creation care matters 
to them. 

People of faith came to Springfield in support of the Illinois Clean Jobs 
Bill (HB2601, SB1485), the only energy bill designed to create jobs and help 
consumers and families in every part of the state. The bill makes targeted 
investments in solar and wind energy, is intended to create revenues to invest 
in workforce development, and enables Illinois to meet the standards called for 
by the EPA’s “Clean Power Plan”, which would reduce carbon released by power 
plants and improve public health.

Charles and Eleanor Evans, members of Urbana Wesley UMC  and leaders 
of their church’s Green Team, say that, “Staying in touch with environmental 
issues going on in your community, then having conversations with your pastor 
and other congregants about them, opens the door to better understanding and 
action.” 

As your church considers creation care possibilities, remember what Rev. 
Pat Watkins, global missionary for the Care of God’s Creation, part of the Gen-
eral Board of Global Ministries, says: “Church works at the intersection of areas 
we’re passionate about.” Which area speaks to you personally? To your congre-
gation? Use that passion and translate it into action.

Creation care is not more unique to one generation over another, but our 
youth will inherit the world previous generations bequeath them, and young 
people deserve to be heard. They can often educate and motivate a congrega-
tion, as is seen in Decatur First’s Green Team.  Elder members may remember 
days and ways in which people walked more gently on the Earth.  In remem-
bering, they offer hope for a different and brighter future.  And those who are 
in the middle years can bring reasoned urgency to the community’s conversa-
tion. In closing, I encourage both clergy and laity to make space in their church 
to speak about these issues.

Pope Francis’ Laudato Si says “Once we start to think about the kind of 
world we are leaving to future generations, we look at things differently; we realize 
that the world is a gift which we have freely received and must share with others…
Intergenerational solidarity 
is not optional, but rather 
a basic question of justice, 
since the world we have 
received also belongs to 
those who will follow us. 
(Laudato si’: Paragraph 
159)

As United Method-
ists today, we are living 
in a crucial time.  Now 
is the time for us to 
rise to the challenge to 
protect and preserve 
Creation.  

(Christina Krost is an 
elementary teacher 
turned mom turned 
United Methodist pas-
tor’s wife turned activist. 
She does outreach support 
for the interfaith Earth care 
non-profit Faith in Place (www.
faithinplace.org). She lives with 
her husband, Todd, and three young 
daughters in Neoga, Illinois as they serve Grace 
UMC and Etna UMC. She blogs at thekrostfamily.
blogspot.com.)

                              RESOURCES
BOOKS 

Green Church: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rejoice! 
by Rebekah Simon-Peter, Abingdon Press, 2010. 

Seven Steps to Green Your Church 
by Rebekah Simon-Peter, Abingdon Press, 2010.

On Care for our Common Home (Laudauto Si) 
by Pope Francis, United States Council of Catholic Bishops, 2015.

GreenFaith: Mobilizing God’s People to Save the Earth by Fletcher 
Harper, Abingdon Press, 2015.

WEBSITES  

Faith in Place:  www.faithinplace.org
Caretakers of God’s Creation: 

http://www.umccreationcare.org/
Interfaith Power and Light: 

http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/ 
Greenfaith:  http://www.greenfaith.org/

GREEN CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 9

Staying in touch 
with environmental 
issues going on in 
your community, then 
having conversations 
with your pastor and 
other congregants 
about them, opens   
the door to better  
   understanding 
         and action. 
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Tech summit shows church’s importance
Game Changers Summit

Photos by Mike DuBose, UMNS

(BELOW) Revi Sterling moderates a 
discussion of the role of information 
and communications technologies in 
responding to Ebola crisis in West Africa 
during the United Methodist Com-
munications Game Changers Summit in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Phileas Jusu addresses the United Methodist Communica-
tions Game Changers Summit in Nashville, Tenn. 

BY KATHY L. GILBERT AND JOEY BUTLER

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) -- Did Jesus want us to feed the hungry, 
heal the sick and shelter the poor, or give them the tools to provide 
for themselves?                                                          

The Rev. Neelley Hicks said both are needed.

Hicks, the director of United Methodist Communications’ ICT4D (in-
formation and communications technology for development) Church 
Initiative, spoke at the 2015 Game Changers Summit. The summit, 
hosted by the United Methodist Communications, features innovators 
who are international leaders in the use of technology and communi-
cations for social good.

The summit is the communication agency’s fourth international learn-
ing event this year, she said. Others were held in the Philippines, Côte 
d’Ivoire and Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Also attending this year’s summit are seven church workers from Af-
rica and the Philippines who are workshop leaders and panelists. They 
testified about how these technologies have saved and transformed 
lives in their countries.

Hicks said in the United States, people complain of information over-
load.

“Here in the U.S., amber alerts, campus communication systems, 
weather alerts, up-to-date electronic curriculum and public health no-
tices keep us as safe and educated about the things that matter most. 
But in other parts of the world, this flow of information is lacking, 
creating poverty of a unique sort — information poverty,” Hicks said.

Bringing dignity
The first keynote speaker was Ken Banks, founder of kiwanja.net and 
developer of Frontline SMS, a free text-messaging communication 
system.

He said one of the keys to this kind of technology is to nurture, not 
take over. “In the rush to produce useful things, we often forget the 
empathy,” Banks said.

Banks told a story about a man in an African village with no electricity 
who would carry a car battery to a neighboring village, charge it up, 
and bring it back to his village so people could pay him to charge their 
phones. He said that entrepreneur with a car battery is an example 
of how people make up their own solutions out of a simple drive to 
improve their lives.

“Do we need to help them or do we need to do things to help them 
help themselves? We need to be working as hard as we can to make 

an environment where people can help themselves,” he said.

Banks said Frontline SMS was successful because it is “the most basic, 
dumbest technology. We often shirk at the simple stuff in favor of 
modern, sexy stuff. It is the simple stuff that has most profound 
impact.”

He cited the 2007 Nigerian presidential election as one of the first 
times he saw the power of SMS technology. It was the first time Nige-
rians were able to freely monitor their national elections by receiving 
results via text.

Life-saving messages
ICT4D was lifesaving when the Ebola crisis hit the countries of Guinea, 
Sierra Leone and Liberia.

Phileas Jusu, United Methodist communicator in Sierra Leone, said 
The United Methodist Church was the first to raise the alarm about 
Ebola.

“The government was manipulating the facts while Ebola was killing 
people,” he said.

“Bishop John Yambasu and other religious and faith leaders joined 
hands to get critical information out to the people. It worked because 
the religious leaders are more trusted than politicians,” he said.

United Methodist Communications collaborated with Yambasu and 
Liberia’s United Methodist Bishop John Innis to use Frontline SMS to 
send out twice-daily text messages that informed and provided hope.

“Simple mobile phones carried daily messages from the CDC (Centers 
for Disease Control) and WHO (World Health Organization), letting 
clergy know that Ebola is real and that they needed to adjust behav-
iors in church by not touching one another, but instead bowing as a 
sign of respect,” Hicks said.

“Nightly messages brought inspiration — like this one:

‘As we struggle with Ebola, I pray that faith — not fear — will be 
our response. This is not the time for blame or denial. It is a time to 
respond in love. Bishop John Innis’”

David Robinson of World Vision said the messages went to their staff. 
“To this day, these messages still arrive in the cell phones of our staff,” 
he said. Staff members have said those messages gave them encour-
agement and gave them a lifeline.

Gilbert is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News Service, 
and Butler is a multimedia editor/producer for United Methodist Commu-
nications. Contact them at (615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org. 

The church can help close the technology gap for women
BY KATHY L. GILBERT AND JOEY BUTLER

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – Revi Stering told at-
tendees she was impressed that the topic of gender ineq-
uity in technology had such a prominent role at the Game 
Changers Summit, a conference on using information and 
communications technology for development (ICT4D).

The summit, hosted by United Methodist Communica-
tions, features innovators who are international leaders in the 
use of technology and communications for the social good.

On a day focused on how mobile technology can em-
power women in developing nations, the Rev. J. Kabamba 
Kiboko began morning worship and later shared a personal 
anecdote about the importance of information access. 
Kiboko is the first woman ordained in the Southern Congo 
Conference.

“My cousin, a villager in Congo, cannot even write, 
cannot even read, but she has a cell phone,” she said. “That is 
powerful.”

Sterling said that while it’s important to offer technol-
ogy to help women improve their lives, it can be danger-
ous, which may be a difficult concept for a U.S. audience to 
grasp. She gave examples of villages barring women from 
using phones or punishing them for using them too much. 
“Women have been killed for using technology,” she said.

She told of a project in Nigeria with 3,000 women par-
ticipating and only two had smart phones. “Now, when smart 
phones arrive at a community, the men get them, and their 
wives finally get the old phones their husbands had.”

Fundamentally, Sterling said, the more ICT focuses on 
women, the more successful ICT will be for all.

“Women bear the biggest brunt of poverty,” she said, 
“and if you don’t have access to information, you stay under-
empowered.”
On the cutting edge

In a panel on exciting new technologies that can be used 
for development, Game Changers attendees saw a 3-D printer 
in action, a fleet of drones and learned about the first “library 
for humanity.”

Thane Richard of Outernet displayed a device that could 
receive data from a satellite in an area with no Internet access. 
Operating the same way a radio receiver can pluck an FM 
signal out of thin air, Outernet’s receiver can download an 
endless supply of books and educational materials. United 
Methodist Communications recently partnered with Outer-
net to provide faith-based texts, the first religious institution 
to do so.

Richard said 4.3 billion people currently lack access to 
the Internet, so receiving information that doesn’t require a 
web connection is vital in a remote or impoverished area.

“Needs aren’t exclusionary,” he said. “Just because 
someone has health needs doesn’t mean they don’t also need 
education, and Outernet is able to provide everything.”

Another panelist, Christoper Tuckwood of the Sentinel 
Project, explained how drones could be deployed in war-torn 
areas to patrol a security perimeter around a village, or sent 
out on reconnaissance missions to see if a militant group is 
preparing to attack and alert the locals and authorities.

Sara Pitcairn, co-director of instructional design at Tech-
Change, oversees a course in 3-D printing for social good 
and shared how 3-D printers could be used to create replace-
ment parts for medical equipment — important in situations 

where waiting on a part to ship could threaten a life. Several 
programs are now printing prosthetic parts.

Pitcairn said that thanks to the ability to download 
online templates, “you don’t have to be an engineer to use a 
3-D printer.”
Importance of church involvement

Talk of 3-D printers and drones might lead one to believe 
that ICT is best left to engineers and IT experts, but those 
same experts believe the church’s involvement is vital.

David Robinson of World Vision shared a story about a 
messaging project in Guinea that was a collaboration among 
several nongovernmental organizations. Because there were 
so many layers of agreement required to finalize every deci-
sion, the project was only able to send out 10 messages in 10 
months. Robinson said when The United Methodist Church 
became involved in the Ebola fight, “you were able to cut 
through those layers because of the trust and credibility Sierra 
Leoneans have in their faith leaders.

“You were the first out of the blocks on this,” Robinson 
said. “The investment you made can be increased exponen-
tially. Friends, keep investing in this space.”

A common theme the panelists and workshop leaders 
stressed was how important it is to know and understand the 
culture of the people you are trying to help, and one solution 
doesn’t fix every problem.

During a session called “Lessons From the Field” — 
highlighting mistakes ICT workers have made in the past 
— Wayan Vota of consulting firm Kurante said, “One of my 
favorite sayings is the one about leading a horse to water but 
you can’t make him drink. Did anyone ask whether the horse 
was thirsty in the first place?”
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Online ordination ends clergy candidacy
BY HEATHER HAHN

LANSING, Mich. (UMNS) – By getting an online 
ordination through another denomination, a United 
Methodist clergy candidate has dropped out of the 
ordination process and abandoned her church mem-
bership, church leaders said.

Michigan Area leaders offered that explanation in a 
Sept. 9 statement about Ginny Mikita. Using creden-
tials from the Universal Life Church, Mikata officiated 
at the same-sex wedding of the Rev. Benjamin and 
Monty Hutchison.

The leaders said they wanted to set the record straight 
after multiple social media posts said the church had 
“excommunicated” Mikita.

“Neither bishops or district superintendents have the 
authority to excommunicate lay persons from the 
church, nor to remove individuals from candidacy 
for ministry,” Michigan church leaders said, citing 
the Book of Discipline, the denomination’s law book. 
Bishop Deborah Lieder Kiesey leads the Michigan 
Area, and the Rev. William Haggard was Mikita’s dis-
trict superintendent.

“In choosing to become ordained in The Universal Life 
Church, Ms. Mikita elected to change denominations.”  
That means, the leaders said, she also relinquished her 
status as a certified candidate to be deacon.

Nevertheless, she can rejoin the denomination at any 
time, the leaders said.

Mikita, an attorney, said she knew that by officiating 
at a same-sex wedding, she was putting her clergy 
candidacy at risk but she said her love for her friend, 
the Rev. Hutchison, made it worth the risk.

However, she disputes that she surrendered her 
church membership. “I did not and still do not believe 
my actions equated to an automatic forfeit of my 

membership or the processes - both in letter and 
spirit - outlined in the Book of Discipline.”

She said she is in discussion with clergy, counsel and 
others regarding possible courses of action going 
forward.

What church law says
The end of Mikita’s clergy candidacy is the latest 
development since Hutchison, an African Methodist 
Episcopal elder, was removed as pastor of a United 
Methodist congregation. Nine ordained United Meth-
odist clergy in Michigan are also under complaint for 
helping to officiate at Hutchison’s wedding.

The Book of Discipline since 1972 has proclaimed that 
all people are of sacred worth but that the practice of 
homosexuality is “incompatible with Christian teach-
ing.”

Church law prohibits “self-avowed practicing” gay 
clergy from serving United Methodist churches and 
bans pastors from officiating at same-sex unions.

In saying Mikita removed herself from church mem-
bership, church leaders cited another part of the Dis-
cipline. Paragraph 241 states, “If a pastor is informed 
that a member has without notice united with a 
church of another denomination, the pastor shall 
make diligent inquiry and, if the report is confirmed, 
shall enter “Withdrawn” after the person’s name on 
the membership roll and shall report the same to the 
next charge conference.”

However, Mikita said she alerted her pastor and the 
chair of her district committee on ordained ministry 
of her intentions ahead of the Hutchisons’ wedding. 

To rejoin the denomination, the Discipline says she 
will need to transfer her membership back to The 
United Methodist Church. If that’s not possible, she 
can be restored by reaffirmation of her baptismal 
vows.

She can reapply to the candidacy process after a year 
of leadership in her local church.

Online ordination church membership
The Judicial Council, the denomination’s top court, 
also has taken up the question of when a clergy mem-
ber’s association with another denomination crosses 
the line into a membership shift. 

In Decision 696 from 1993, the court ruled that a man 
could not be simultaneously a United Methodist pas-
tor and lay member in the Roman Catholic Church. 
The court said becoming a lay member in another 
denomination constitutes termination of United 
Methodist Church membership.

The same principle applies to quickie online ordina-
tions, writes Philadelphia Area Bishop Peggy John-
son in an October 2013 blog post. She specifically 
addressed the issue of lay people and licensed local 
pastors purchasing ordination certificates to officiate 
at weddings.

“The integrity of our process and Wesleyan heritage is 
diminished when people purchase ordinations for the 
sake of convenience,” she said.

The bishop’s pastoral letter offers solid advice, said the 
Rev. Robert F. Zilhaver. He is a member of Associates in 
Advocacy, a United Methodist group that offers advice 
to pastors under complaint and seeks to ensure the 
church’s due process is followed.

Zilhaver saw no violation of due process in Mikita’s 
case. As a clergy candidate, she is more like a job 
applicant and does not have the same protections as 
ordained clergy.

He sees the prohibition on dual membership as a 
protective measure for the church. “This protects the 
church from people trying to split it and saying we 
can pull it away from the accountability of the church,” 
he said.

That concern applies to more than just the church’s 
ongoing debate about homosexuality but also to 
other areas of theology, he added.

Bottom line, he said, online ordinations cannot be 
used for an end run around the denomination’s ban 
on blessing same-sex unions.

Mikita told Reconciling Ministries Network, which 
first reported her removal, that her commitment to 
The United Methodist Church has not changed. The 
network is an unofficial United Methodist advocacy 
group that seeks full inclusion for gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals, transgender and queer or questioning indi-
viduals in church life.

“My membership in The UMC represented my sacred 
and holy commitment, made by public profession of 
faith during worship, to remain loyal to Christ through 
The UMC and to do all in my power to strengthen its 
ministries by my prayers, presence, gifts, service and 
witness,” she said.

Matt Berryman, the executive director of Reconciling 
Ministries Network said the group understands the ac-
tions taken against Mikita may be in line with church 
law.

“However, we remain deeply disturbed by the reality 
that such harmful and unfruitful actions can be justi-
fied by our own policies,” said Berryman, the group’s 
executive director. “To say that we must be comfort-
able with such actions simply because they are in line 
with church polity is like asking Jesus to sanction the 
suffering of a fellow human being because Scripture 
forbids healing on the Sabbath.”

The relationship among gay individuals and The 
United Methodist Church “has been the source of 
intense emotional debate for decades,” the Michigan 
Area statement said. “Faithful members of The United 
Methodist Church represent a diverse spectrum of 
belief on all sides of these matters.”

Only General Conference, the denomination’s top law-
making assembly, has the authority to change church 
teachings and governance. General Conference will 
next convene May 10-20 in Portland, Oregon.

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Meth-
odist News Service. Contact her at (615) 742-5470 or 
newsdesk@umcom.org.

Photo courtesy of Mikita 
Ginny Mikita, then a certified candidate for a deacon, co-officiates at a blessing 
of the animals with the Rev. Benjamin Hutchison at Cassopolis (Mich.) United 
Methodist Church. 

Moffitt will not seek re-election to the Illinois House
GILSON – After more than 20 years serving Knox 

County and the region in Springfield, state Rep. Don Mof-
fitt announced Sept. 20 he will leave the Illinois General 
Assembly when his term ends next year. 

“After many weeks of reflection, discussion with family, 
friends and colleagues, I have decided that I will not be a 
candidate for re-election as state representative in 2016,” 
Moffitt said at his annual picnic on his farm. “This has not 
been an easy decision but I believe it is the right one.” 

Moffitt, R-Gilson, is a member of the Mossville UMC.

Though he is stepping down from his post in Spring-
field after his term ends, Moffitt did not rule out running 
or serving in local government in some capacity. He served 
on many local governmental boards before he was elected 
to state representative. 

Moffitt started in the Legislature in 1993 after serving 
as the Knox County Treasurer for nearly 10 years. He was 
also an alderman in Knoxville and the Mayor of Oneida. 
He is currently in his 23rd year in the Legislature serving 
his 12th term. 

World Communion Sunday resources
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) – United Method-

ists will join other Christians in celebrating Holy 
Communion on Oct. 4. United Methodist churches 
also are asked to receive a special offering to support 
scholarships for ethnic undergraduate and graduate 
students. United Methodist gifts often enable first-
generation students to attend college.
Visit www.umcgiving.org/pastors/
resources?category=2750 to examine resources that 
can be used by local congregations.
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National / Global News

BY LINDA BLOOM
NEW YORK (UMNS) – As refugees continue to trek 

across Europe, Methodist leaders are recognizing that 
church members there may “experience and interpret” the 
effects of that migration in different ways.

But European church leaders said that those who play 
on people’s fears must be challenged and encouraged sup-
port to those in need.  

God calls the church “to welcome those who arrive as 
our fellow pilgrims,” the European Methodist Council said 
in a pastoral letter to the Methodist, Wesleyan and united 
churches in Europe, as well as the European public.

“We commit ourselves to immediate actions and the 
long-term perspectives that the issues raised by migration 
require,” the letter declared. “With a united voice, the Euro-
pean Methodist Council calls on our fellow citizens across 
the continent to join us in reflection and action.”

Thomas Kemper, top executive of the United Method-
ist Board of Global Ministries and a German citizen, has 
issued a statement noting the difficult yet necessary work of 
welcoming “the thousands of displaced persons pouring out 
of Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, and various parts of Africa into 
Europe.”

Other European churches and ecumenical organizations 
also are offering vocal support and taking action.

Recognize and reaffirm
The European Methodist Council’s letter was released 

after the group concluded a meeting in Ruse, Bulgaria, 
on Sept. 15. The consultative body brings together United 
Methodist and Methodist leaders to share information, 
discuss common issues and support the work of the Fund 
for Mission in Europe.

Council co-chairs are the Rev. Donald Ker of Ireland 
and United Methodist Bishop Christian Alsted, leader of the 
denomination’s Nordic and Baltic Area.

As a matter of general principles, the letter asks the 
European churches to:

• Renew our understanding and practice of the obliga-
tion to radical Christian hospitality to all, recogniz-
ing the practical implications for congregations and 
individuals.

• Acknowledge that migration has and always will be a 
part of the human story.

• Recognize that we experience and interpret the reality 
of migration to and within Europe in different ways, 
depending on our context.

• Resist false narratives, generalizations and negative 
stereotyping and challenge those who would play on 
people’s fears.

• Reaffirm our Christian commitment to honor Christ 
in the face of the stranger regardless of religious back-
ground or the prevailing political situation.

• Encourage and support those who dare to open their 
doors and offer hospitality to those in need.

• Pledge both our continuing solidarity with those 
parts of world from which migrants and refugees 
come and our active engagement to achieve a just and 
peaceful world.

‘Radical hospitality’
“Methodists across Europe are doing what they can to 

extend radical hospitality both in countries of entry, coun-
tries of transit and in countries where refugees will be living 
for a foreseeable time,” Alsted told United Methodist News 
Service.

Council members said they found strength and inspira-
tion in the fellowship with the Methodist family. “We have 
drawn hope and inspiration from stories of Methodists 
working in many places to assist migrants and refugees,” the 
letter noted.

“Often these are small groups of our sisters and brothers 
tirelessly fulfilling our common commitment to Christian 
hospitality and care. We give thanks to God for their vision, 
courage and continuing service in the name of Christ. May 
we all draw inspiration from their example.”

Alsted pointed to the “astounding ministry” of Italian 
Methodists, both on the island of Lampedusa, where many 
refugees arrive after treacherous trips across the Mediterra-
nean, and in several other parts of Italy.

During the council meeting, the Methodist Church in 
Italy presented facts and best practices on dealing with the 
refugee crisis, demonstrating how a small church can re-
spond. Professor Yann Redalié from the Methodist-Walden-
sian theological faculty in Rome offered a reflection on the 
biblical-theological background to the issue of migration.

Theology and migration
A time for theological reflection on mi-

gration was followed by small-group discus-
sions to identify needs and the drafting of the 
pastoral letter.

The council meeting provided opportuni-
ties to hear about specific experiences related 
to migration issues in each country, said the 
Rev. Üllas Tankler, an executive with the Unit-
ed Methodist Board of Global Ministries. One 
concern, he noted was how to address fears 
that the crisis has raised in various communi-
ties, particularly in Eastern Europe.

“In most places, the Methodist church is small 
in the community,” Tankler explained. “Sometimes, there is 
a good cooperation with humanitarian-diaconal organiza-
tions. In other cases, Methodists send their own representa-
tive to the refugee camps on country borders to learn what 
the real facts are.”

The council’s letter acknowledges the complexity of the 
current migration crisis and that church members hold a 
variety of political and theological views.

“We seek to move beyond a sterile discussion about the 
rightness of migration to engaging with the many complicat-
ed issues involved in the crisis affecting our continent,” the 
letter stated. “In all this, we are aware of our own limitations 
and the need of the help of others.”

Everyday reality
The Rev. Michael Nausner, a United Methodist who is 

a professor and dean of international affairs at the Reutlin-
gen School of Theology in Germany, told United Methodist 
News Service that responding to the refugee crisis requires 
large-scale participation.

“Immigration is no longer an issue that can be thor-

oughly planned and bureaucratically managed by officials; 
it is an everyday reality that could not be handled without 
countless people who welcome, donate and assist,” he wrote 
in a Sept. 11 email.

Earlier that week, Nausner had stayed with Methodist 
friends in Hamburg helping out at a refugee camp with tents 
next door. Camp organizers, he was told, were forced to 
turn back both volunteers and donations because they were 
overloaded. Similar gestures of welcome have occurred else-
where in Germany, Austria and at his own theology school.

“In Vienna, Austria, for example, Methodists are among 
those holding up ‘Refugees Welcome’ signs at the railway 
station, and the biggest United Methodist church in Vienna 
is – as I type these lines – calling for mattresses and volun-
teers to help host up to 50 refugees if need be in the church 
facility,” he wrote.

Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia re-
porter based in New York. Üllas Tankler, staff with the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries, contributed to this 
report. 

(ABOVE) Handmade banner Refugees Welcome is hanged in Co-
penhagen, Denmark railroad station by the place where locals 
bring clothes for refugees. (RIGHT) Syrian migrants feed on the 
ground near the Budapest’s international railway station, on 
Saturday Sept. 5.

Photo by Jorge Felix Costa, shutterstock.com

Photo by d13, Shutterstock.com

UMCOR at work with 
international partners
At the current time, UMCOR does not plan to establish 
a separate Advance number assigned to the Syrian 
refugee crisis. To designate to this particular need, 
donations may be sent through your monthly church 
remittance to the conference office with the following 
designation: UMCOR ADVANCE #982450 “SYRIAN REFU-
GEE CRISIS” or checks may be made out to IGRC with 
this designation on the memo line. 

Advance 982450 is the general UMCOR for interna-
tional humanitarian assistance/international disaster 
response. For your donation to reach the Syrian refugee 
crisis, the designation must be indicated.

UMCOR continues to partner with various relief agen-
cies and NGO’s (non-governmental organizations) 
throughout the region and in Europe. Among those 
partners are Pellegrino della Terra, providing food in 
Italy; Global Medic, providing medical care in Greece; 
and United Methodist Bishops assigned in Europe are 
working with UMCOR to meet the needs of the Syrian 
refugees.

Bunny Wolfe
IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach

Welcoming refugees as  
‘fellow pilgrims’ in Europe
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Conference News

Junior High YAR 
slated for Oct. 9-11

CARLINVILLE – The 2015 Junior High Youth Annual 
Retreat will be Oct. 9-11 at the Lake Williamson Christian 
Center.

Carl Gladstone, a United Methodist 
deacon working in ministries that engage 
young people as leaders for the transfor-
mation and the world, will be the speaker. 
Gladstone serves as director of Young Lead-
ers Initiative, which is related to The United 
Methodist Church, an urban mission trip 

destination called Motown Mission and a Detroit-based 
campus ministry, Motor City Wesley.

Tim Price of Harvest Ministries will be the worship 
leader. Harvest is a 20-year-old ministry 
that has trained students for ministry.

The cost is $125 per person and 
includes lodging, meals, worship, small 
groups, workshops and recreation. YAR 
will run from 5:30 p.m. Friday to 11:30 a.m. 
Sunday.

More information will be posted in the upcoming days 
at: http://www.igrc.org/jrhighYAR. Registration packets can 
be downloaded there.

YAR participants and youth groups are encouraged to 
participate in the Math Challenge 4 Chaddock, which seeks 
to build a new classroom at Chaddock between now and 
February 2017.

Eagle House Ministries to dedicate lighthouse Oct. 10   
Eagle House Ministries will dedicate a four-story 

lighthouse on Saturday, Oct. 10 at 2 p.m.
The dedication is part of a day of activities at the 

ministry, which is an IGRC Advance Special, beginning 
at 10 a.m. and running until 3 p.m. All proceeds will go 

to the 2016 mission trip to Mexico.
Donations are still being accepted in 

the following areas. Persons wishing to 
donate may call the following: silent 

auction, 618-771-2456; flea 
market, 618-697-6651; bake 
sale, 618-559-2272; crafts, 
618-524-9027 or 618-524-5075. 

For general information, call 
618-771-2279. 

Alan and Jo Ellen Milligan 
founded Eagle House in 1986. 
Alan says “this is the fulfillment 
of a Vision began when Shirley 
Montgomery, a former board 
member stated she had a 
dream about the lighthouse 
on the Buncombe hill at 
Eagle House Ministries.” “We 
couldn’t be more thrilled 
about the completion of the 
lighthouse; says Pastor Alan 

“and give God the praise.” 
After a decade and more, a four-story lighthouse is 

nearly complete in Johnson County, six miles south of 
Goreville on Illinois Route 37. 

The first floor houses the ministries’ offices; the 
second floor has a small prayer room along with 
observation windows in the main traffic area; the third 
floor will serve as the meeting room for prayer services 
and other gatherings, as well as windows for obser-
vation; and the fourth floor houses the operational 
tugboat light and has access to a viewing Terrance. The 
fourth floor is mainly accessible by way of a ladder and 
will only be open to the public with a staff member. 

After years of stop and start construction, the 
lighthouse will be open seven days a week to small 
groups, families and individuals. Each floor has scrip-
ture on the walls and the intent of the Lighthouse is to 
point to Jesus as the Light of the World and to remind 
Christians that we are the light of the world. The tower 
will serve as a viewing deck for the beautiful valley 
below. There are picnic tables in the lighthouse yard 
and hopefully will attract many Christians and others 
to see and appreciate the beauty of God’s creation as 
well as remind them of Salvation through Jesus Christ.  

Daniel and Jennifer Money along with Katie Hook 
serve as the staff for Eagle House Ministries. See the 
website at www.eaglehouseministries.com.

Illinois Wesleyan names Jensen its 19th president
BLOOMINGTON – The Illinois Wesleyan Uni-

versity Board of Trustees Sept. 14 that Eric R. Jensen 
of Hamline University has been selected to serve as 
the University’s 19th president. Jensen was named 
following a national search, which began in February. 
He succeeds Richard F. Wilson, who announced his 
retirement in December 2014 and will step down at 
the end of October. 

Jensen served as Hamline’s provost from 2012 to 
2015. Located in Saint Paul, Minn., Hamline enrolls 

approximately 4,900 undergraduate 
and graduate students in its College of 
Liberal Arts, School of Business, School 
of Education and School of Law. Previ-
ously, Jensen served as a professor of 
economics and public policy at the Col-
lege of William and Mary in Williams-
burg, Va. From 2004 to 2012, Jensen 
also served as director of William and 
Mary’s Thomas Jefferson Program in 
Public Policy. A research university with 
a strong liberal arts curriculum, William 
and Mary is also the nation’s second  

oldest institution of higher learning.
“I am extremely proud to have been selected to 

lead this fine institution and to join with you in pro-
moting the values and importance of the University’s 
liberal arts mission,” said Jensen.  “I remarked on my 
recent campus visit how at home I felt walking onto 
this campus, and how impressed I have been with the 
people I’ve met. It’s the people who bring a univer-
sity’s mission to life, and through their efforts and in-
novative approaches, distinguish it and prepare it for 
the future. Today this is more important than ever, as 
we face a changing higher education landscape. I look 
forward to working with the Wesleyan community to 
address the challenges that lie ahead.”   

About Eric Jensen
Jensen will bring to Illinois Wesleyan a broad 

portfolio of academic and administrative experience. 
As Hamline provost, he oversaw undergraduate and 
graduate programming, academic advising, student 
affairs, intercollegiate athletics, the libraries and 

the international and diversity programs. In addi-
tion, Jensen had significant budgetary responsibility, 
working closely with the chief financial officer in 
developing the university’s overall budget. He also 
created a process to successfully deal with the signifi-
cant budget shortfall that existed when he arrived at 
Hamline. Jensen also led curricular strategic planning 
and preparations for an upcoming major fundraising 
campaign.

“We are delighted that someone with Dr. Jensen’s 
passion for the liberal arts and extensive experience 
and impressive record of accomplishment as an ad-
ministrator, faculty member and scholar has accepted 
our invitation to serve as the 19th president of Illinois 
Wesleyan University,” said George A. Vinyard, chair-
man of the Board of Trustees. In addition to being 
appointed to the presidency, Jensen was awarded a 
tenured professorship in economics.

Vinyard expressed the University’s gratitude to 
outgoing President Richard F. Wilson for his excellent 
service to Illinois Wesleyan, and to Mrs. Pat Wilson 
for their collective contributions to the life of the 
University community over the past 11 years. He also 
extended the Board’s thanks to Search Committee 
Chair Jean Baird and each of the committee’s trustee, 
faculty, staff and student members for their hard 
work over the past six months, culminating in a great 
result for the University. Vinyard invited the campus 
community to personally congratulate and welcome 
Jensen and his wife, Elizabeth, at an afternoon recep-
tion.

In commenting on the presidential search pro-
cess, Baird noted how impressed the committee and 
campus community were with Jensen’s experience 
and how well he connected with faculty, staff and stu-
dents during his visit to Illinois Wesleyan’s campus.

“Dr. Jensen’s portfolio of responsibilities at 
Hamline went beyond that of most provosts, and 
included overseeing student affairs and working with 
the chief financial officer in the development of the 
institutional budget,” said Baird. “We also valued the 
fact that he has had fundraising and external relations 
experience, both of which are important roles for our 
president. And importantly, we received feedback 

from representatives of all campus constituents that 
he had the kind of personal qualities they were look-
ing for to lead the institution in these very challeng-
ing times.”

Baird also pointed to Jensen’s tenure as director 
of William and Mary’s Thomas Jefferson Program in 
Public Policy, where he was responsible for pro-
grammatic and curricular initiatives, and managed 
relationships with government agencies, nonprofits 
and private firms on a range of policy-relevant proj-
ects. He was also actively engaged in recruiting and 
cultivating donors, and recruiting and working with a 
30-plus member external board of advisors.

President Wilson, who was on hand for the an-
nouncement at the Hansen Student Center, con-
gratulated his successor on his appointment and 
along with his wife, Pat, presented the Jensens with a 
ceremonial key to the campus.

As a faculty member at William and Mary, Jen-
sen was an active scholar and researcher. He worked 
for four years with the College Board to develop and 
implement its Financial Aid Strategy Tool (FAST), 
which enabled participating institutions to individu-
ally tailor financial aid offers to admitted students. He 
was named a Senior Fellow in the Program in Popu-
lation at the East–West Center, Honolulu, and served 
concurrently as Economist, Office of Population, 
USAID and a Council on Foreign Relations Interna-
tional Affairs Fellow, based in Washington, D.C.

Jensen was also a Visiting Scholar in Economics 
at the University of Indonesia, has evaluated HIV-
AIDS efforts for the World Bank and reproductive 
health programs for USAID, and served as guest edi-
tor of the Journal of Philippine Development and the 
Philippine Population Journal. 

A native of Homewood, Ill., Jensen earned his 
Ph.D. in economics from the University of Michi-
gan and a bachelor of business administration in 
economics from the University of Miami. Elizabeth 
Jensen is a former middle school teacher. The couple 
has two grown children. Joseph works for University 
of Washington Medicine in Seattle, and Jessica is 
pursuing a master’s in public health at the University 
of Minnesota and resides in Saint Paul.

Eric Jensen
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Conference News

Reporting clergy s alary f or    
calculating pension costs
For pastors and church financial officers who 
are calculating clergy pension costs for 2016:

On the “Pastoral Financial Support Form” 
– line 5(c) – “salary” means: salary + health 
insurance allowance + any other cash com-
pensation paid to the pastor.

In other words, the number you want to start 
with is line #3 on page 1 of the same form. 
That’s the total cash compensation paid to 
the pastor and everything is included for the 
pension calculation.

Equalization members to 
annual conference
In early September, a number of churches/
charges were notified that they are eligible 
to send an equalization member to annual 
conference in 2016. The purpose of equal-
ization members is to achieve a balance of 
clergy and laity at annual conference.   

Please note the following:

• Each charge is eligible for one lay mem-
ber

• Each charge with multiple (qualified) 
clergy on staff is entitled to as many lay 
persons as clergy.

• Most charges do not get an equaliza-
tion member.  Only 176 churches were 
awarded the extra members for 2016 
because they paid 100 percent of their 
apportionments in 2014 and have a 
membership size that puts them in the 
top 176 charges.  NOTE:  Just because a 
charge was able to send an equalization 
member in 2015 does not guarantee 
that the church will qualify in 2016.  The 
number of equalization members varies 
from year to year.

• The term of service for the lay member(s) 
from each charge is four years.  At the 
end of four years there is another elec-
tion.

• The term of service for an equalization 
member is also four years, IF the church 
continues to pay 100% of its apportion-
ments and is listed among the churches 
who qualify because of size.

 The equalization member’s expenses are 
reimbursed by their local church. The annual 
conference secretary recommends that a 
person who attends as an equalization mem-
ber be labeled as such in the church rolls.

Sims to preach Cartwright 
Memorial Sermon Oct. 11

The Peter Cartwright Memo-
rial Service will be held on 
Sunday, Oct. 11 at the Peter 
Cartwright UMC in Pleasant 
Plains.

Retired IGRC pastor, the Rev. 
Dr. John Sims will be speaking. Worship is at 
10:30 a.m.

The annual sermon is sponsored by the 
church, the IGRC Commission on Archives 
and History and the IGRC Historical Society. 

Camping commission 
begins next steps in 
revitalization process
Celebrations of Ministry planned at Epworth, 
Jensen Woods and Living Springs camps
BY ED HOKE

Chair, IGRC Camping Commission

While camp kids were concluding a season of swimming, 
boating, tree-climbing, “creeking,” fishing, horseback riding, 
singing, worship, and scripture study, the Conference Com-
mission on Camping and Retreat Ministries (CCRM) took its 
first steps toward a new future made possible by right-
sizing property, reallocation of assets, and engaging in a 
master planning process. 

Shortly after annual conference in June, the CCRM asked 
various master planning firms to provide information about 
their experience and qualifications and at their August 
retreat at East Bay narrowed those down to two.  It is hoped 
that by the first of October the CCRM will have a contract 
with a firm and an initial workshop on the calendar. 

At the August retreat the CCRM also prayerfully discerned 
new wording for its mission commitment, which will guide 
planning, configurations for employment, and marketing 
from this point on:

IGRC Camping and Retreat Ministries provides transform-
ing:

• Settings for re-creation
• Intensives for spiritual formation
• Hospitality to all

As part of the reconfiguration, the CCRM has approved and 
is now seeking approval from the Conference Personnel 
Committee for a new position at both Little Grassy and East 
Bay called Minister of Mission Expansion.  This individual 
would be an ordained clergy whose tasks would be very 
similar to that of a local church pastor:  keeping the vision 
front and center; encouraging, equipping, and supervising 
employees; overseeing all aspects of hospitality; interpret-
ing Christ’s call to discipleship and the role retreat minis-
tries play in that call; and connecting with local churches 
and clergy to identify their retreat needs and serve them.  

Out of camping’s renewed commitment to serve the needs 
of local churches and leaders, the camping office is setting 
aside 20 percent of apportioned giving to provide grants to 
local churches and their leaders to support retreat minis-
tries initiated by the local church.  A document outlining 

expectations and processes for distributing grant dollars is 
being reviewed, refined, and tested.

The CCRM budget will continue to feel some stress until 
the closing properties are sold, although steps are already 
taken to discontinue or reduce utilities and services.  Need 
for some staff continues, as well as security and insurance, 
which is very costly.

In the meantime, closing worship services are planned for 
all three of the camps which are closing.  Epworth’s service, 
which is being led by Rev. Tim Pearce, will be held on Sun-
day, Oct. 4, at 3 p.m.  Jensen Woods’ service, which is being 
arranged by Rev. Gary Livesay, Rev. Danny Wright, and Rev. 
Clyde Snyder, will be held on  Sunday, Oct. 18, at 4 p.m.  The 
service at Living Springs is scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 8 at 
3 p.m., and will be led by John Hauck, Rex Hendrix, and Bill 
Shumaker.

Plans for the disposition of the properties at Lewistown, 
Louisville, and Timewell are still in the early stages as an ap-
praiser is selected.  Once a value is attached to the proper-
ties, they will be placed on the market.  

In addition to work on properties and personnel, the CCRM 
is addressing content and goals of spiritual formation in 
camping and retreat ministries.  Last spring, at the request 
of the CCRM, the IGRC Board of Discipleship discerned a 
core process that can be summarized in four words:    

• Know: Know and experience God through Jesus Christ
• Sow: Claim and live God’s promises
• Grow: Grow in God’s grace and in the gifts God has 

given us for ministry
• Go: Serve as disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-

mation of the world

The core process will be reflected in a curriculum written by 
a team of a dozen creative and credentialed writers, which 
will gather for the first time in October.  

Finally, conference camping program and site managers are 
gathering regularly to sketch out a calendar for the sum-
mer of 2016, which will include a number of the traditional 
camps as well as horseback riding camps and a trip to 
Washington, D.C., for older high school youth.  

Philippines VIM trip planned for March 2016
BY STEVE GRANADOSIN
Pastor, Industry UMC

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference will send a Volunteers 
in Mission Team (VIM) to Palawan Island in the Philippines 
March 3-17, 2016. 

The VIM Team will partner with the churches in the Philip-
pines to build an Activity Center in one of the expansion areas of 
The United Methodist Church in the Philippines.  The team will 
also help establish relations with brothers and sisters there for 
future mission partnerships.  

The Activity Center will become a place for conferencing, 
gatherings and camps for youth.  It will be an invaluable asset to 
the church in that area in the Philippines where conferencing is a 
difficult and expensive undertaking especially for a people who live 
in islands and for many who aren’t able to eat three meals a day.

IGRC and the Philippines Central Conference both officially 
endorse this undertaking.  The IGRC Board of Global Minis-

tries has approved a $10,000 grant toward the completion of the 
project.  The grant amount will enable the main building will be 
completed. The volunteers are also currently fund raising for the 
next phase of the project which includes the construction of the 
first of two bunk houses.  The local congregations in Palawan 
continue to give time and energy to restart the project, as well.

To support this mission trip and for more information 
regarding participating in the trip, please contact pastors Steve 
and Cecilia Granadosin at 309-313-3001, or IGRC Coordinator 
of Missions and Outreach Bunny Wolfe by email at bwolfe@igrc.
org or by calling  217-529-2749.  

If you wish to send your support to help make this VIM 
trip a reality, please make checks payable to Industry United 
Methodist Church (memo: 2016 Philippines VIM) and send to: 
Industry UMC, P.O. Box 218, Industry, IL 61440.

Support of this VIM trip and project will not only help in 
the construction of a building, it will also help build bridges 
between the people of Christ here and in the Philippines. 
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Members of the IGRC delegation are to be in 
prayer daily for the discernment process.  All discus-
sions and information about candidates is to remain 
totally confidential for the integrity of the process, the 
candidates, as well as we delegates.

Names of ordained elders for consideration in 
the discernment process will be lifted at the meeting 
of the delegation on Saturday, Aug. 22. Additional 
names may be submitted to Lay Co-chair Rhonda 
Whitaker not later than Monday, Aug. 31. Those 
nominated may include ordained elders who are not 
members of the delegation.

Those whose names have been lifted and who are 
willing to offer themselves for consideration as a can-

didate for Bishop will prepare a resume 
that outlines their basic personal, edu-
cational, and professional information, 
their faith journey and practice of the 
spiritual disciplines, as well as an as-
sessment of their spiritual gifts for the 
episcopacy. In doing so, each candidate 
is to refer to A Guideline for Discerning 
an Episcopal Nominee from the North 
Central Jurisdictional Committee on 
Episcopacy and Desired Qualities In An 
Episcopal Leader—Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, 2016, and provide evidence 
of spiritual, transformational, and 
administrative leadership.  These docu-
ments along with documents from the 
North Central Jurisdiction are posted 
at www.igrc.org/forms and then select 
“North Central Jurisdictional Confer-
ence” as the form type. A template 
for the resume and the jurisdictional 
guideline will be provided to each can-
didate. The deadline for submission of 
this resume is Wednesday, Sept. 30.

The resumes will be received by 
the Lay Co-chair of the delegation and 
three other members of the delegation 
(one lay and two clergy who are not 
candidates) who will form a Candidate 
Process Team.

The Candidate Process Team will email resumes 
received from candidates to members of the delega-
tion on or before Monday, Oct. 5. The Team will also 
invite delegates who are not candidates for Bishop to 
submit questions that might become part of a core 
set of questions which they will develop for use in 
the face-to-face interviews.  Possible core questions 
should be submitted no later than Monday, Oct. 12.

If there are more than four candidates submitting 
resumes, the Candidate Process Team will addition-
ally invite from the delegation statements of support 
for one or more of the candidates, which are likewise 
to be submitted by Monday, Oct. 12.  The Candidate 
Process Team will review the resumes and any state-
ments of support, and determine by Monday, Oct. 19, 
those to be interviewed by the whole delegation. They 
will also determine the core questions to be asked 
during the interviews.

The names of candidates to be interviewed will 
be emailed to the delegation, along with the core 
questions, on or before Monday, Oct. 19, for reading, 
reflection, and prayer. Confidentiality remains of the 
utmost importance!

Candidate interviews will be conducted at the 
meeting of the delegation on Saturday, Oct. 31. Each 
interview will be 30-45 minutes in duration.  The 
Candidate Process Team will guide the interviews 
using the core questions.  Once those questions have 
been adequately vetted, the floor will be open for 
questions from anyone in the delegation. Candidates 
will be asked to remain at the site of the meeting 
should delegates desire additional conversation with 
one or all of the candidates.  After the interviews are 
completed, and any additional conversation with can-
didates is completed, the candidates will be released.  
The Lay Co-chair will then lead the delegation in a 
conversation (not debate or lobbying for a candidate) 
for up to one hour about the merits and concerns of 
each candidate for Bishop.  Any delegation members 
who are candidates for Bishop should recuse herself/
himself from this conversation.

Prayers for discernment, as well as confidential-
ity, will continue throughout the week following. 

Delegates will gather on Saturday, Nov. 7, to 
prayerfully begin the balloting process to name a 
single candidate for Bishop.  Each round of balloting 
allows the elected delegates to General and Jurisdic-
tional Conference to cast one vote for the candidate 
she/he has discerned should be our conference’s 
candidate. Voting will continue until one candidate 
receives the support of a majority of those present. 
The successful and unsuccessful candidates will be 
notified immediately.

Delegation develops discernment 
process for episcopal nominee

Episcopal candidacy 
forms now available
Nomination Forms and Episcopal Covenant 
Forms are now available for any active Elder 
of the United Methodist Church in the North 
Central Jurisdiction wishing to become a 
nominee for the Episcopacy.

The information for 2016 NCJ Episcopal 
Nominees has been sent to all Annual 
Conference Secretaries, to Chairpersons of 
Annual Conference 2016 NCJ Delegations, 
and to all NCJ Bishops (active and retired).  
Forms have been posted on the NCJ website 
at www.ncjumc.org, and may also be 
obtained by contacting the NCJ Secretary, 
Rev. Paul White at paulw2800@gmail.com. 
The forms are also on the IGRC website at: 
www.igrc.org/forms and then select “North 
Central Jurisdictional Conference” as the form 
type.

Nominees can submit the Episcopal Nominee 
Information Form at any time but by the 
NCJ Rules of Order must do so “immediately 
after the close of their annual conferences 
(2016), and no later than June 25, in order 
to be included in the packet of nominee 
information sent to all the Jurisdictional 
Conference delegates.”

Upon receipt of the forms by the NCJ 
Secretary they will be posted on the NCJ 
website and will “be distributed via first class 
mail or email to delegates, first reserves, 
members of the College of Bishops, and 
other persons with Jurisdictional Conference 
responsibilities” at least 17 days prior to the 
opening of the NCJ Conference.

Retiring Bishop Coyner

Retiring Bishop Hopkins

Retiring Bishop Keaton

Delegates will elect three new bishops
The North Central Jurisdiction will be electing 
three new bishops when it gathers at the 
Peoria Civic Center in July 2016.

Bishops that will be retiring in 2016, include 
Bishop Michael Coyner, episcopal leader of 
the Indiana Area; Bishop John Hopkins, epis-

copal leader of the Ohio East Area; and Bishop 
Jonathan D. Keaton, episcopal leader of the 
Illinois Area.

All three bishops have served 20 years as 
bishop in The United Methodist Church, with 
all three having been elected in 1996.

Liberia Partners Summit to include In Mission Together training
FARMINGTON HILLS, Mich. – The 2015 Liberia Partners Sum-
mit will include an In Mission Training from the General Board 
of Global Ministres Nov. 13-14 at Nardin Park UMC,  29887 
West 11 Mile Road, Farmington Hills, Mich. 

The purpose of the 2015 Summit is to better coordinate and 
maximize our mutual efforts in evangelization, education, 
health care, and economic opportunity in Liberia through up-
dates on ministry priorities being implemented in Ebola Free 
Liberia and training offered by the In Mission Together  (IMT) 
Team focusing on creating 50/50 partnerships.  

The Saturday session will be valuable to any and all mis-
sion teams from local churches -- not just those focusing 
on Liberia.  It will feature an In Mission Together Team from 
the General Board of Global Ministry with a focus on 50/50 

Covenant Partnerships where we work to empower others 
without creating dependency.  We will learn more about how 
to move from short-term, needs-based charity to long-term, 
asset-based development.  If your church regularly sponsors 
mission trips, domestically or internationally, the Saturday 
program has value for you! 

Online registration is now open and will close Oct.31 at: 
http://forms.michiganumc.org/liberia-summit-2015.  Pay-
ment can be either online or by check. The fee schedule is as 
follows:

• Two Days: Early payment special (before Oct. 5): $75
• Regular payment (Oct. 5 – 31): $90
• After Nov. 1: $95
• Friday only (Nov. 13): $45

• Saturday only (Nov. 14): $25

If paying by check, make payable to the Detroit Conference 
Treasurer and mail to Kayte Aspray, Summit Registrar, 1709 S. 
Warner St., Bay City, MI 48706. 

Rooms are reserved at the Comfort Inn listed below with the 
daily rate indicated. You must call and make your own room 
reservation before Oct. 1.  After this date, the rates will in-
crease and the block of rooms will be released.  Please identify 
the room as UNITED METHODIST LIBERIA SUMMIT.  Comfort Inn, 
30715 W. 12 Mile Rd., Farmington, MI [$59 plus tax per night - 
w/breakfast]  248-471-9220     1.8 miles from church 

If you have questions, contact Duane Miller at: duane@
ddmiller.net or Kayte Aspray at: summitregistrar@detroit-
conference.org.
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$126,106,416
  TO AND THROUGH THEIR LOCAL CHURCHES FOR MINISTRY

$1,461,327,210

131,925
UNITED

METHODISTS
IN THE 

GAVE A TOTAL 
OF

461,327,327, ,327,327210327210327
WITH ASSETS TOTALING

IN LAND, BUILDINGS, 
EQUIPMENT, ENDOWMENTS, ETC.

==

$106,927,259
$9,198,232
$1,979,239
$2,986,223
$5,015,463

85%

7%

4%2%
2%

FOR EVERY DOLLAR GIVEN TO AND THROUGH OUR LOCAL CHURCHES 
IN THE ILLINOIS GREAT RIVERS CONFERENCE IN 2014:

IGRC

(85%) was spent on Local Church Mission and Ministries such as: 

(7%) was spent on Annual Conference Mission and Ministries 

(2%) was spent on General Conference Mission and Ministries

(2%) was given to Other United Methodist Ministries

(4%) was given to Other Ministries

IN 2014: 

850
CHURCHES

• Buildings, improvements,                 
debt liquidation, etc. 

• Local church programs  
and operations 

• Lay and clergy salaries 
and benefits

{ }

If every church in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
paid their apportionments in full in 2014, 

we would have had an additional:

$1,015,944 

FOR MISSION AND MINISTRIES

For  more information on how funds sent through 
your Annual Conference Treasurer are spent, please 
see the Conference Committee on Finance and 
Administration (CCFA) Narrative Summary to the 
Budget, submitted each year with the Conference 
Budget and published in the IGRC Journal-Yearbook.
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Illinois Great Rivers Conference
of The United Methodist Church

WHERE DOES IT COME FROM? 
WHERE DOES IT GO?



Schedule an advertisement in The Current by contacting 
Michele Willson, Assistant to The Director of Communication, 

at 217.529.3122 or email at mwillson@igrc.org

HISTORY & QUICK FACTS REFERENCE
 › The Central Illinois Conference Reporter 

was the first newspaper printed in 
January 1978.

 › The Southern Conference Connexion 
began publication in 1983.

 › In August 1996, the two conferences 
united to form The Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference and the publication was 
renamed The Current.

 › It is mailed to a list of self-enrolled 
subscribers throughout central and 
southern regions of the state with a 
distribution of 6,000 magazines.

 › The Current is printed in full color and 
delivers local, national and global 
news.

 › It offers competitive display and 
classified advertising rates.

Advertise in The Current!
The Current is a full color award-winning news magazine with a devoted 
readership of over 6,000 print subscriptions. In addition to print, The Current     
is offered online for subscribers who prefer a digital format.

While the face of this publication has changed over the years, its messages, 
themes, core values and principles have remained loyal to its original mission 
- to deliver news of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, its members, staff, 
churches and parishoners news stories spanning locally, nationally and 
globally to its faithful United Methodist readership. 
 
Do you have a message, service or product to promote to the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference? Consider running a display ad for communicating your 
message with text and imagery on a large scale anywhere throughout the 
publication. Or schedule a classified ad, comprised of text only at a smaller 
size, to get the word out about events, employment opportunities, estate 
sales, benefits, items for sale, etc.

RATES

Christian ConversationsChristian ConversationsChristian ConversationsChristian Conversations

Announcements & Events

Conference News

Global News

Developing DisciplesNational News Local Church News

Disaster Response

ApportionmentsMissions

Get your message out.

Christian ConversationsChristian Conversations

Apportionments

Ministry

Developing Disciples

Get your message out.

Single Display Ads
1/4 Page ad  $300.00

Vertical only 5.00” x 7.00”

1/2 Page ad $600.00
Vertical 5.00” x 14.00”
Horizontal 10.00” x 7.00”

Full Page $1,000.00
Vertical only 10.00” x 14.00”

Triple Impact 
Ad Packages

Campaign 1: $800.00
3 - 1/4 pg ads* 
(savings of $100.00)

Campaign 2: $1,000.00
1 - 1/2 pg ad and 2 -1/4 pg ads*
(savings of $200.00)

Campaign 3: $1,600.00
3 - 1/2 pg ads*
(savings of $200.00)

Campaign 4: $3,000.00
Buy 3 - full pg ads*
Get 4th full pg ad  FREE!
(savings of $1,000.00)

*Rate based on 3 time run within a year

Classified Ads
$0.25 per word




