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reflect the views of The Current, The IGRC, 
or The UMC.

Communications Team leader:  Paul E. 
Black Team members: Kim Halusan and 
Michele Willson 

Send materials to:  

P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207  
or tel. 217.529.2040 or fax 217.529.4155
thecurrent@igrc.org, website www.igrc.org
Periodical postage paid at Peoria, IL, and 
additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Please send address 
changes to 
The Current, Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference,
P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL  62794-9207

IGRC’s best kept secret: 
Your church has FREE 
Current subscriptions!
Due to the faithful payment of apportionments of our churches,  free 
subscriptions to The Current are available to each IGRC congregation.

The bad news? One-half of those subscriptions go unclaimed!

Pastors:  Check the list of subscribers to The Current for your church by 
visiting 
                 www.igrc.org/subscriptions. Select the District, Church and enter 

the church’s six-digit GCFA number. 

Print subscriptions are based upon a church’s average worship attendance 
with every church guaranteed a minimum of four subscriptions.

Members can also subscribe to the elec-
tronic version of The Current and there 
is no limit on the number of electronic 
subscriptions a church may have. Merely 
send those names, email addresses and 
the corresponding church to Michele 
Willson at mwillson@igrc.org or by call-
ing Michele at 217-529-3122.

Representative
With Church Mutual, you get more 
than just insurance. You get access 
to a team of experts who will be 
there when you need us most.

Maria Allen is a Church Mutual account manager 
with more than 10 years of experience. She leads 
a team of customer service professionals ready to 
serve your most immediate needs. Whether that 
means helping you file a claim or answering a 
question quickly and accurately, being present 
when you need us most is important to each and 
every one of our employees. Because with more 
than 117 years of experience, we understand how 
important it is to you.

Church Mutual is the recommended property 
and liability insurance company of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

To learn more, call us at 
(800) 554-2642 
or visit 
www.churchmutual.com.Li
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NEWS
From The Episcopal Office

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

A Christmas refrain
His fiancée found his body lying at the 
bottom of his swimming pool, June 17, 
2012. He was 47. 

Well known, but not well known for aca-
demic or civic achievements, he made his 
living as a taxi driver, delivering passen-
gers from point A to point B in L.A. 

That changed March 3, 1991. 

He burst upon the international scene 
from a high-speed chase. Apprehended, 
beaten, arrested, hospitalized in critical 
condition and subsequently incarcer-
ated, Rodney King moved to the center of 
controversy and derision as a thousand 
interpretations of a videotape of what 
happened to him at the hands of the 
L.A. police made news around the world. 
Policemen put on trial for abuse were 
acquitted. 

Riots followed. Most observers opined 
that the acquittals triggered the 1992 riots 
Los Angeles. The riots were said to have 

“caused 53 deaths, 2,383 injuries, 7,000 
fires, damage to 3,100 businesses, and 
nearly $1 billion in financial losses.”  

During the height of the riots, the power 
brokers of L.A. decided that the word of a 
convict would accomplish what they could 
not, cessation of the riot. Lawyers drew 
up a script for him to read on television. 
King rejected it. Instead of speaking to the 
rioters alone about their behavior, Rodney 
King spoke to all God’s people about their 
behavior in L.A., New York, Paris, Beirut, 
Israel, Africa, in fact the whole world, with 
an unscripted God inspired speech that 
will be recalled for years to come. “Can 
we all get along?” known more widely 
as: “Can’t we all just get along?” was his 
memorable plaintive cry.

When Rodney King fielded questions 
about his legacy from the BBC, he re-
sponded, “Some people feel like I’m some 
kind of hero. Others hate me. They say I 
deserved it. Other people, I can hear them 

mocking me for when I called for an end 
to the destruction (the L.A. riots), like I’m a 
fool for believing in peace.” 

To a world steeped in violence and terror 
at every hand, where forgiveness and 
reconciliation are drowned out by others 
who allegedly know a better way, Rodney 
King’s unscripted spirit driven statement 
stands on the shoulders of folk like Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Jesus of Nazareth (the 
Prince of Peace) who espoused the way 
of peace while suffering violent deaths 
themselves. 

A Christmas Refrain framed by one who 
became persona non grata to many in 
America finds truth and resonance in 
minds and hearts unable to stop the 
cycles of violence washing over us daily. 

And so we respond like Rodney King, 
“Can’t we all just get along?”  

Who will answer? 

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton                 

From The Episcopal Office

News From The Episcopal Office

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop 
Jonathan D. Keaton appoints the following:

Chuck Cunningham to Falmouth-Willow Hill, 
Embarras River District, effective Nov. 15. This is a 
a new charge alignment, yoking the two churches 
into a single charge.

Pamela Hoffman to Newton Grace-Kedron, 
effective Nov. 15. This is a new charge alignment.

Deaths 

Evelyn Titus, 91, a 
former lay member to 
annual conference from 
the Johnstown UMC (now 
closed) in the Embarras 
River District, died Oct. 28. 

Titus was a member of the Johnstown UMC 
for 76 years and more recently, the Lerna 
UMC. She was active in United Methodist 
Women at the local, district and conference 
level.

A full obituary can be found at:  http://
www.meyerfh.com/home/index.
cfm?action=public:obituaries.
view&id=3365505

African bishops issue statement
BY HEATHER HAHN

LAKE VICTORIA, Zimbabwe (UMNS)  – African bish-
ops called on The United Methodist Church to confront global 
terrorism and hold the line on church teachings regarding 
human sexuality.

“As leaders of the church, we believe that there are far 
more important issues that unite us than issues of sexual ori-
entation,” the bishops said in a statement on the state of global 
UMC and our common world. The complete statement can be 
read by visiting: http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Proper-
ties/africa-college-of-bishops-press-release.pdf 

“As a church, we are called to be in solidarity with people 
who suffer as a result of unjust political systems, wars, famine, 
poverty, natural disasters, diseases, illiteracy, etc. We believe 
that we can be united around these issues rather than allow 
ourselves to be ripped apart by issues of sexual orientation.”

The bishops registered alarm at the rise of terrorist 
organizations such as ISIS (Islamic State Group) in the Middle 
East, Boko Haram in Nigeria and Al Shabab in eastern Africa. 
These groups’ insurgencies have resulted in “massive hu-
man rights abuses against innocent, helpless and defenseless 
families… and the horrible refugee crisis that has engulfed and 
overwhelmed parts of Europe and Africa,” their statement said.

The bishops also said that they are “deeply saddened” 
because as they see it, the Bible and the Book of Discipline, the 
denomination’s policy book, are being ignored in how some 
United Methodists minister with lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender individuals. They noted that church teachings only 
affirm sexual relations in monogamous, heterosexual marriage, 
and not in same-sex unions or polygamy.

Sierra Leone Area Bishop John K. Yambasu, who coordi-
nated the statement and is one of its signers, 
said the bishops hope their words might 
prompt more conversation among church 
members.

“For far too long, the voice of the African 
church has been silent, especially on global 
issues,” he told United Methodist News Service 

“We felt that at a critical moment like this we needed to come 
out with a voice so that the global church will hear. And then it 
might provoke more conversation at every level of the church 
for us to be more intentional as a denomination to facing the 

realities of the day.”
San Francisco Area Bishop Warner Brown Jr., the presi-

dent of the Council of Bishops, said his African colleagues 
were speaking out of their context. He also told UMNS that the 
full council, which includes active and retired 
bishops, has not had the chance yet to discuss 
the statement.

“One of the unfortunate things about 
the debate that exists around human sexuality 
is that it has given the false impression that 
that is the only issue we want to discuss,” he 
said. “We are actively working together, including people who 

UMNS file photo by Kathleen Barry
Bishop Eben Nhiwatwa of Zimbabwe (center) holds a meeting of African 
bishops following the April 26, 2012, “passing of the gavel ceremony” in 
Tampa, Fla., in this file photo from the 2012 General Conference.

AFRICAN BISHOPS CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

Council of Bishops issue 
statement about terrorist 
attacks in Paris
The President of the United Methodist Council of 
Bishops issued the following statement about the 
November 13 terrorist attacks in Paris: 

John 11:35

Jesus wept.

This week, we weep for those in Paris. We weep for the 
senseless violence. We weep for the innocents whose 
lives were cut short. We weep for those who are griev-
ing, who are frightened, who are hurting. We weep for 
those whose hearts are breaking, in France and all over 
the world. As several world leaders have stated, this is an 
attack on all humanity.

Even as we weep, we know that God is with us, that he 
sustains us with hope and that he will dry our tears. Once 
again, the forces of evil have tried to dominate; but, as 
disciples of Jesus, we must make our witness that the 
darkness will not overcome our light.

Let us be in prayer for Paris and the people of France. 
These events have impacted them in the way September 
11, 2001, grieved the U.S. Also, please pray for communi-
ties around our world that will not make the news, but 
cringe under the threat of violence. May the Holy Spirit 
guide us in ways that will break this cycle of violence.

Bishop Warner H. Brown, Jr.

President, Council of Bishops
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Events & Announcements

CLASSIFIEDS

Havana 1st UMC has 45 Blue choir robes that we would 
like to donate.   We have 20 green/purple stoles and 20 red/
white stoles as well. Please contact the church at (309) 543-
4725 or email pastorjame@havanafirstmethodist.org

Baby Fold Festival 
of Trees ticket 
information
NORMAL – Tickets for the 2016 Baby 
Fold Festival of Trees are currently on 
sale. Tickets for general admission 
and special events can be purchased 
from The Baby Fold by calling 
309-451-7254, online at www.
FestOfTrees.org and at the Interstate 
Center during the event.

Daily general admission tickets to 
the event (good for Nov. 20-22) are 
$6 in advance and $7 at the door 
for adults, $2 for children 3-12, and 
FREE for children under 3. General 
admission times are Friday, Nov. 20 
- Saturday, Nov. 21 from 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 22 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

MMDC Twice       
Giving Gift Shop 
Open House
CHATHAM – The Twice Giving Gift 
Shop at the Midwest Mission Distri-
bution Center will hold its annual 
Christmas Open House on Saturday, 
Nov. 21 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Twice Giving Gifts is a not-for-profit 
faith ministry offering fair-trade 
items for sale to help disadvantaged 
artisans worldwide. Artists create 
the items with local materials and in 
keeping with their culture. Your pur-
chase will be a gift for the artisan as 
well as for your intended recipient.

For complete directions, visit www.
midwestmissiondc.org. For more 
information, call 217-793-6446.

Hats and scarves 
collection 
for Pine Ridge
GIFFORD – The Gifford UMC Native 
American Fellowship is collecting 
hats and scarves for residents of the 
Pine Ridge Reservation in Wounded 
Knee, S.D., through Sunday, Dec. 6.

Hats and scarves can be knitted, 
crocheted or purchased at a store. 
Gloves, blankets and new or gently 
used winter coats are also being 
accepted. 

Items may be dropped off at KCM 
Auto Repair Shop, 1709 N. Cunning-
ham in Urbana, or by calling pastor 
Lisa Wiedman at 217-898-8403.

Freed, Atkins,      
Keaton to speak at 
Covenant Keepers 
2016
EAST PEORIA -- Covenant Keepers 
2016 will be held Feb. 2-3, at the 
Holiday Inn Convention Center in 
East Peoria.

Online registration will begin Dec. 1 
at www.igrc.org/ck2016.

Chip Freed, lead pastor of Garfield 
Memorial UMC, and Martyn Atkins, 
former general secretary of the Brit-
ish Methodist Church and Bishop 
Jonathan D. Keaton will be the 
event’s three speakers.

Freed has been a pioneer in the 
multi-ethnic church movement and 
helps lead on this topic at several 
national conferences.  His book on 
the multi-ethnic church, Two Seg-
regated Souls Never Meet God, is in 
process. Garfield Memorial is the first 
multi-site church in the East Ohio 
Conference as well as the first live 
video venue with a simulcast from 
South Euclid to the church’s Pepper 
Pike location.

Atkins is currently team leader and 
superintendent minister of Method-
ist Central Hall, Westminster. He has 
travelled and spoken widely, and 
is well known and respected both 
within and outside Methodism, stat-
ing that one of his greatest blessings 
is “knowing so many wonderful 
people of faith from all over the 
world.”

Keaton is in his final year as an active 
bishop and will be retiring in Sep-
tember 2016. He has been a bishop 
of The United Methodist Church 
since 1996 – serving eight years in 
East Ohio, eight years in Michigan 
and four years in the Illinois Area.

Reaching New   
People workshops 
slated in early 2016
SPRINGFIELD -- Three more Reach-
ing New People workshops have 
been scheduled by the IGRC Office 
of Congregational Development in 
early 2016. Links for online registra-
tion can be found at: www.igrc.org/
reachingnewpeople. 

IGRC Coordinator of Congregational 
Development Mike Crawford will 
lead these workshops, which equips 
participants to develop action steps 
to engage relationally with people 
in their communities who are not 
connected to any church and to 

increase the invitational culture in 
the congregation.

Workshops will be held as follows:

• Jan. 23 at Murrayville, LaMoine 
River District. 

• Jan. 30 at Marion Aldersgate, 
Cache River District (District 
Leadership Training Event in 
Cache River District; churches 
from other district may attend)

• Feb. 6 at Arthur UMC, Iroquois 
River District.  

A total of 54 churches and roughly 
350 people have participated in the 
Reaching New People workshop in 
2015. 

Renovate            
Conference for 
grades 6 to 12
EAST MOLINE – Harvest Ministry 
Team and East Moline Christ UMC 
will host the Renovate Conference 
for students from sixth to 12th 
grades Feb. 12-13 at the church.

The speaker is Mike Womer and 
Harvest will be leading music.  The 
event begins at 7 p.m. on Friday and 
concludes at 4 p.m. on Saturday. 

For more information on the sched-
ule, speakers or registration, visit 
http://harvestministryteams.com/
renovate/.

Fire-Up Conference 
at Troy Feb. 26-28
The 20th Annual Fire-Up Senior High 
Conference for students in ninth to 
12th grades, will be Feb. 26-28 at 
Troy UMC.

Registration is underway at http://
fire-up.org/. The page also includes 
a video, schedule and registration 
information. Early registration before 
Feb. 5 is $59 per participant. Call 618-
667-6241 for more information.

Conference speaker is Brooklyn 
Lindsey, who works with The Church 
of the Nazarene, speaks to students, 
blogs at www.brooklynlindsey.
com and is an Orange Conference 
speaker. The theme is Legacy and 
Harvest Ministry Team will be lead-
ing the music.

Quilters needed for 
General Conference 
project
The United Methodist Women 
has made a request for quilters to 
make 2,000 finger labyrinths for 
General Conference.  Conference 
UMW President Marge Stout has the 
pattern instructions and a picture 

of the finished product. Quilters 
willing to assist may contact Stout at 
isew825@comcast.net or by calling 
Stout at 217-638-6031.

Intern applicants 
sought for summer 
2016, 2016-17
SPRINGFIELD -- Applications are cur-
rently being accepted from young 
adults and host churches/ministries 
interested in being part of the IGRC 
Intern Program for Summer 2016 or 
the 2016-17 academic year. Deadline 
is March 1, 2016. Application materi-
als and a handbook with further de-
tails are available on the conference 
website at www.igrc.org/interns.

Confirmation          
retreats slated for 
February 2016
SPRINGFIELD – What does it mean 
to be a member of a church? What 
are YOUR responsibilities? What 
expectations come with confirma-
tion? You may know the answer but 
do your youth fully understand what 
it means to be confirmed? We invite 
you and your youth to join other UM 
confirmands as they are led through 
the weekend discovering the rich 
history of The United Methodist 
Church. Material from Credo will give 
an opportunity for your students to 
grow as they learn.

Retreats are designed to comple-
ment, not replace, the confirmation 
classes at the local church. Register 
early for your first choice of camp. 
Retreats will start on Friday at 7 p.m. 
and end after worship on Sunday by 
11 a.m.

Cost for two nights is $100 per per-
son. Open to middle school/junior 
high sixth to eighth grade.

Feb. 19-21, 2016: at East Bay Camp, 
Hudson

Leader: Keith Michaels

Feb. 26-28, 2016: at Little Grassy 
Camp, Makanda

Leader: Kim Stuby

Download all the necessary forms by 
visiting www.igrc.org/confirmation

2
DE

CE
M

BE
R 

20
15



Christian Conversations

BY LINDA HARROD

Recently Julia Melgreen, Margaret 
Ann Jessup and I attended the Embracing 
Diversity: Building Relationships Deep and 
Wide Conference. The Embracing Diversity 
Conference is held each year at The United 
Methodist Church 4 All People in Colum-

bus. 
The C4AP began as a Free Store which opened its doors 

in January 1999, as a mission focus for the South District 
of Columbus. As relationships formed between volunteers 
and customers from the Free Store, the C4AP was launched 
in 2003 and Rev John Edgar was appointed as their pastor.  
What has developed since C4AP’s inception is a vibrant faith 
community of people from diverse social, economic, and 
racial backgrounds. 

Plenary sessions and workshops for the conference are 
designed to explore the best practices for inclusive ministry. 
Participants learn how to create a radically diverse con-

gregation with members across the income spectrum, use 
worship that is diverse and welcoming, launch local outreach 
programs that use assets to address community concerns, 
and identify partners that support and sustain local church 
outreach ministries. 

The C4AP pastors, staff and volunteers warmly wel-
comed and embraced us when we arrived at the conference. 
We found the workshops to be informative and engaging. We 
were touched and inspired by the Sunday morning service as 
the community of faith, comprised of people from all walks 
of life, came together to hear Pastor Edgar’s message, and to 
worship and praise God. 

In addition, an old friend Bishop Gregory Palmer, from 
the West Ohio Conference, gave the keynote address entitled 
Preaching and Leadership in a Multicultural World. Bishop 
Palmer said, “Let’s do life together by building relationships 
so people can do the work of God.” In addition, featured 
speaker 

Bishop Julius Trimble, from the Iowa Conference, en-

titled his message Embracing Diversity, A Faithful Church and 
A Healthy World. Bishop Trimble said, “Embracing diversity 
is more than being tolerant. Everyone is part of the human 
family of God, and although everybody is not the same they 
should be loved the same.” 

Whether you yearn to take the next step in reaching out 
to a community that is different from the people who sit in 
the pews on Sunday, or are already engaged in multicultural, 
multi-class ministry and desire for it to grow deeper, this 
experience is for you. Julia, Margaret Ann and I encourage 
pastors and laity alike to consider joining the C4AP for their 
2016 conference scheduled for Oct. 21-23, 2016. 

Check the C4AP’s website at www.4allpeople.org or 
contact your District Office for further information. I prom-
ise you will be blessed!

(Linda Harrod is an IGRC retired deacon in full connection. 
Rev. Julia Melgreen is directing pastor of Springfield Douglas 
Ave. UMC and Rev. Margaret Jessup is an IGRC probationary 
elder and pastor at Springfield Douglas Ave. UMC)

Embracing diversity: Building 
relationships deep and wide

The prayer meeting that changed the world
BY BOB MORWELL

This Christmas Eve will mark the 25th anniversary of a historic 
telecast which linked Decatur Grace UMC with a United Meth-
odist church in the newly-reunited city of Berlin, Germany. 

Bishop Woodie White was the preacher for 
the American portion of the shared worship 
service. Bishop Ruediger Minor, who was 
then the Bishop of The United Methodist 
Church in the area which had previously 
been the communist German Democratic 
Republic, preached in Berlin. Minor would go 
on to become the first Bishop of the Eurasia 

Conference in the former USSR. The joint worship service was 
broadcast on the ABC television network in the U.S., as well as 
a German network, and the Armed Forces Television Network.

Germany had been reunited only a couple of months earlier 
after a peaceful revolution brought down the infamous Berlin 
Wall, the year before, paving the way for a national reunifica-
tion many had assumed impossible only a short time earlier. 
To this day, many people are unaware of the essential role the 
church played in that revolution, which was pivotal in bring-
ing down the Soviet Empire.

It began with a prayer service...

In the mid-1980’s, the Cold War had become particularly 
intense. Both sides were engaged in massive build-ups of 
their forces, which included a total of nearly 50,000 nuclear 
weapons --more than enough firepower to extinguish the 
human race. Both superpowers had deployed intermediate 
range nuclear missiles, which reduced the warning time of 
an attack from a half hour to a few minutes. The effect was to 
tighten the nuclear trip wire to a tension not seen since the 
Cuban Missile Crisis.

In the city of Leipzig in East Germany, pastors and members 
of the St. Nikolai Lutheran Church decided to start a weekly 
“Friedensgebete” (Peace Prayer) Service, in response to the 
placement of missiles by both superpowers on their respec-
tive chunks of Germany. A few hundred people showed up for 
the first few services. But, attendance steadily dwindled as the 
rhetoric of both sides remained hostile and suspicious.

One night, the total attendance was just six. Four laywomen 
and two pastors, one of whom was aptly named Christian 
Fuhrer (Christian Leader). It was he who related this story to 
me, when I visited him at the St. Nikolai Church, a year after 
the revolution. 

One of the women dejectedly suggested that they discon-
tinue the prayer meeting, since attendance was so poor, and 
their prayers seemed to go unanswered. The other pastor in 

the group rejected the suggestions, saying that it was not 
their task to be numerous, but to be faithful. Faithfulness in 
the face of opposition was a daily reality for the Christian 
community in that officially atheistic state. They agreed to 
continue. The average attendance was about a dozen.  

Then, something happened which they saw as an answer to 
prayer. Mikhail Gorbachev became President of the Soviet 
Union and ushered in sweeping reforms that electrified the 
whole Soviet Bloc. Tensions began to ease, and hopes for 
greater freedom began to ignite, even though East Germany 
was stilled ruled by an old school Stalinist named Erich Hon-
ecker, who resisted much of Gorbachev’s reformist measures. 

The Peace Prayer service began to draw new people. While 
most were Christians, some tended to be more agnostic. But, 
they were drawn by the hopefulness of the service. Political 
activists, both religious and non-religious, began to see the 
service as a possible launching pad for a protest movement, 
which called not just for peace, but for freedom.

Some of the more conservative members of the church, 
resisted taking their prayers into a more “worldly” and political 
dimension. They were bothered by the “strangers” who were 
coming to their services. But, despite their objections, the 
church began to serve as Ground Zero for a protest move-
ment, with marches following each prayer service.

This, of course, roused the attention of the feared secret po-
lice, known as the Stasi. The Stasi, at first, dismissed the prayer 
service. After all, religion was, according to Marxist ideology, 
an archaic fossil that had no real power in the real world. But, 
as it grew, they decided to try to discourage the prayer service 
protests, without being too thuggish about it.

This led to some decidedly comical confrontations. In one 
march, the protesters held helium balloons. Stasi agents 
with pins stationed themselves at the end of the route, and 
ran around popping the balloons. In another instance, the 
protesters carried candles. Stasi agents ran around, nearly 
hyperventilating themselves, frantically blowing out the 
candles held by the bemused marchers. Making the Stasi look 
ridiculous only empowered the protesters and drew more 
people to the Peace Prayer service, which soon overflowed 
into the streets around the church.

In the Fall 1989, Gorbachev came to Berlin and received a 
tumultuous welcome from the populace, much to the con-
sternation of Honecker. At his orders, the Stasi became more 
aggressive. They tried to provoke the Leipzig marchers into 
violence. But, the marchers refused to retaliate.

“It was a miracle,” Fuhrer told me. “The young people in these 
marchers had been indoctrinated all their lives to believe that 

change only came through violent revolution. But, during the 
prayer services, we always emphasized the non-violent way 
of Christ. The prayers set the tone for the protest, and they 
refused to engage in violence. It was like the hand of God was 
over them.”

On Oct. 9, 1989, shortly after Gorbachev’s visit, the prayer 
service which had once dwindled to six discouraged people, 
served as the launch point for a demonstration by 70,000 
people. A week later, there were 120,000. Inspired by the 
events in Leipzig, hundreds of thousands of East Germans 
took up the protest in other cities.

Honecker, in a panic, ordered military and Stasi units to enact 
“the Chinese solution.”  Earlier that year, the Chinese army had 
sent tanks and troops to ruthlessly crush a nascent democ-
racy movement in Tienanmen Square. But, before the German 
tanks could be deployed, the head of the Stasi, of all people, 
refused the order and peacefully deposed Honecker. He 
sensed that the jig was up.

Three weeks later, the Berlin Wall fell.  

The United Methodist Church in the U.S. and in East Germany 
had begun negotiating for a joint Christmas broadcast just 
before the revolution. The stunning turn of events made it 
impossible to arrange a service in 1989, which was originally 
conceived as an electronic leap over the Wall, bringing people 
divided by politics together in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Thanks to a small, faithful band of people who prayed against 
impossible odds, by the time the service was aired, the Wall 
was gone, Germany was reunited and the Soviet Union had 
one year left to exist. One country after another shook off the 
yoke of tyranny.  

One year later, on Christmas Day, 1991, the last domino fell 
and Mikhail Gorbachev signed the document which ended 
the USSR. That night, a company in Russia which had been 
the largest producer of Lenin statues, announced that it was 
changing its product line...to church bells. 

One can only wonder how history might have changed...or 
not changed...if those six disciples of Jesus had decided to 
abandon their prayers, or if those who attended the prayer 
services had decided to eject the “strangers” who brought 
new ideas and activism, which put feet on those prayers. It 
seems both atheists and Christians can discount the ability of 
God to use our prayers to change the world. 

Fortunately, God refuses to be limited by our theologies, 
ideologies, or lack of imagination. That is definitely an answer 
to prayer.

(Rev. Bob Morwell is the pastor of the Carterville UMC in the 
Cache River District.)
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Local Church News

BY DEAN OLSEN
Springfield State Journal-Register

SPRINGFIELD – A half-century after the Rev. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. lamented that 11 a.m. Sunday is “the 
most segregated hour” in America, local pastors whose 
races are different from most members of their flocks are 
learning and teaching how to bridge the racial divide.

“For the most part, most persons will receive you, but 
it takes time,” the Rev. Robert Freeman said. “I think it 
takes some getting used to on both sides.”

Freeman, 57, is black and leads both the majority 
white congregation at Kumler United Methodist Church 
on Springfield’s north end and the almost all-black Grace 
United Methodist Church on the city’s east side.

The work that Freeman is engaged in makes them 
unique because the voluntary segregation that the slain 
civil rights icon referred to in the 1960s continues in 
2015, with some movement but not substantial change.

About eight in 10 Americans attending religious 
services do so in a place where a single racial or ethnic 
group makes up at least 80 percent of the congregation, 
according to the 2012 National Congregations Study. The 
segregation began after the Civil War, when blacks fled 
the “slave galleries” where slaves and freed blacks were 
expected to pray in the same churches as whites.

The black church, a source of strength for African-
Americans for generations, may hold some blacks back 
economically and socially in modern-day America, said 
Freeman, a Delaware native who has led white Methodist 
churches in Rantoul and Geneseo and a black church in 
East St. Louis.

  Shaping attitudes
Michael Emerson, a white sociologist and provost at 

North Park University in Chicago, has studied the racial 
divisions in America’s religious institutions and sees those 
divisions as negative.

“This is actively perpetuating economic inequal-
ity,” said Emerson, 50, author of the 2000 book, Divided 
by Faith: Evangelical Religion and the Problem of Race in 
America.

He was interviewed by Reuters in June after a white 
gunman killed nine African-Americans at the mostly 
black at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Charleston, S.C.

That attack, as well as the unrest last year in Fergu-
son, Mo., and elsewhere after the deaths of blacks at the 

hands of police or while in police custody, highlights the 
fact that racial tension continues in the United States, 
Emerson told The State Journal-Register.

The conversation about race now involves even more 
people through Twitter, Facebook and other forms of so-
cial media, he said, adding, “It’s almost like we’re entering 
a different version of the civil rights movement.”

Churches are where attitudes on race relations can 
be shaped and where social networks leading to employ-
ment opportunities can form, Emerson said. As the gap 
between rich and poor in the U.S. grows and the middle 
class shrinks, blacks, who are disproportionately rep-
resented in lower-income groups, feel this economic 
inequality more keenly than whites, he said.

Participation in churches and other houses of wor-
ship is one of the few areas of society that isn’t regulated 
by laws, he said, and people get to choose where they 
want to go. So they attend where they feel comfortable, 
which can perpetuate habits that originated when they 
were children, Emerson said.

People often leave their own neighborhoods to attend 
a church, and studies have shown that churches are one-
tenth as diverse as the neighborhoods in which they are 
located, he said.

  Changing gears
There are some efforts nationwide to make church 

the integrated institution that King encouraged. One such 
movement is called Mosaix Global Network, whose goal 
is to establish multiracial and multiethnic churches “for 
the sake of the Gospel.”

There are no churches formally connected with Mo-
saix in the Springfield area, but Freeman said the move-
ment is “the future of the church.”

“The world is changing in front of us,” he said.
A pastor whose race or ethnicity differs from that of 

his or her congregation can be a vehicle for promoting 
more understanding, Emerson said, though if a congrega-
tion of one race chooses a pastor of another race and that 

person doesn’t help the congregation challenge stereo-
types, the opportunity may be lost.

The United Methodist Church decides which minis-
ters to send to its churches. Freeman is pastor of Kumler, 
600 N. Fifth St., and Grace, 1612 E. Capitol Ave., because 
neither church can afford to support a pastor on its own. 
Kumler has about 225 members; Grace has about 150.

Freeman said he sometimes is asked by members of 
each church, “How do you make it work?”

His answer: “You have to learn different ways of do-
ing ministry. You have to change gears.”

Pastors in black churches use more of a “call-and-
response” style, and the music in black churches gener-
ally is more modern and upbeat than in white churches, 
Freeman said.

White congregations want the pastor to gain consen-
sus before making major decisions, he said, while black 
congregations are less demanding in that regard and give 
the pastor more leeway in terms of leadership.

White congregations can take some convincing that a 
new black pastor is competent, Freeman added.

“Once people begin to know you are competent, 
that’s a non-issue,” he said.

 ‘Greater perspective’
Freeman, who preaches at 9:45 a.m. at Kumler and at 

11 a.m. at Grace on Sundays, said he tailors his sermons to 
focus more on “community struggles” for a black audience 
and national and global issues for a white audience.

He noted that many people are attracted to Kumler 
because of its work in the community to serve people who 
are poor and homeless.

Jim Herrin, 60, a white member of Kumler who has 
attended both white and black churches, said he likes the 
fact that Kumler attracts a significant number of minori-
ties, and he enjoys Freeman’s preaching.

“In life in general, it’s good to have diversity,” said 
Herrin, a permit supervisor for the city of Springfield 
whose wife is black. “Anytime you can be with people from 

Local pastors reach across racial 
divides to share faith, perspective

Photos by David Spencer, State Journal-Register
As part of the service in which congregation members acknowledge their blessings 
in a segment called “Thanks be to God,” congregation member Vicky Hammond, 
left, makes a point that fellow parishioner Shirley Johnson, right, laughs about in 
agreement.

Rev. Robert Freeman chats and has a laugh with Kumler church member Bobbie Eby before the start of the service. Freeman splits his time as pastor of Kumler United 
Methodist Church on Springfield’s north side as well as Grace United Methodist Church. 
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BY MAUREEN HOUSTON
Belleville News-Democrat

FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS – Before Amanda Bryant left for 
her moms’ group Tuesday morning, she rummaged 
through her bra drawer.
“I brought a nursing bra and a sports bra I never used,” 
said the 28-year-old from Belleville.

Her bras were among more than 100 covering a long 
table at Christ United Methodist Church in Fairview 
Heights where Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) were 
meeting. The total was 141 bras and $136 donated for 
the cause. The new and gently used bras, in all colors, 
styles, and sizes, will be sent to Africa or Central Ameri-
ca through Free the Girls, a nonprofit that provides job 
opportunities for survivors of sex trafficking. To re-enter 
the work force, the survivors sell bras in second-hand 
clothing markets. The good thing about the bra busi-
ness is it’s women selling to women. As they make 
money, they can buy more bras. In turn, they support 
themselves and their children.

“I am kind of amazed I never heard of the organization 
before,” said Amanda, mom of a 13-month-old son. “I’m 
involved in a lot of organizations. It’s really an impor-
tant thing to shine the light on, something a lot of 
people don’t like to think about. It’s amazing what they 
are doing, but heart-breaking knowing it’s something 
that happens all too often.”

According to the Free the Girls website, programs are 
set up in urban areas where women have long ago 
been exposed to Western culture, including the idea of 
wearing undergarments for support and shaping. Free 
The Girls program operates within this niche market 
and offers women better access to good-quality and 
properly-fitting undergarments.

“Depending on the program location and quality of the 
individual bra being sold, the women in our programs 
can sell bras for $1 to $10 per bra. When you consider 
the local minimum wage in many of these locations is 
as little as $3 per day, our program allows the women 
to make three to five times the local minimum wage.”

Free The Girls launched its first pilot program in Mo-
zambique in 2011. In February 2012, it was featured on 
CNN’s Freedom Project. With support from all over the 
world, the nonprofit shipped more than 30,000 bras to 
Mozambique and increased the number of women in 

its program there to 24.

CNN then aired a follow-up on Free The Girls 
in February 2013 called “Mozambique or 
Bust.” They launched pilot programs with af-
ter-care providers in Uganda and El Salvador, 
increasing the number of women served to 
60. They’ve now collected more than 500,000 
new and gently used bras, including sports 
bras, nursing bras and camisoles.

Erica Kniffen, part of MOPS’ leadership com-
mittee, learned about Free the Girls earlier 
this year at a service conference for MOPS 
leaders.

“I was looking for a community service proj-
ect. One of the women brought it up.”

It was just the right fit.

“Free the Girls was a great idea, beneficial, 

easy to do,” said Erica, 32, the Belleville mother of a 
3-year-old daughter and 2-year-old son. “Moms don’t 
have much free time. You meet yourself coming and 
going. It makes you feel good about helping out. It was 
something to do to give back to others. Everyone has 
tons of bras in the back of drawers. What do you do 
with them?”

Sara Belvin, 34, mom of three, donated nursing bras.

“I figured I was done having babies. They need to go 
to someone who can use them. I heard about this. This 
is where they have to go. It’s a really good cause. I feel 
like women should be entitled to wear bras even when 

they don’t have money or live in poor areas.”

Sara Robertson, Swansea, 35, mom of two, looked 
through her bra surplus.

“I didn’t know what to do with them. To donate and 
help someone, it was the perfect great cause. I brought 
eight.”

Bras on hangers hung from the stroller of sleeping 
7-week-old Lainey Prince. They belong to her mom, 
Kelly Prince.

“I didn’t know if I had anything to give,” said Kelly, of 
Belleville. “Then, I started looking through drawers. Oh, 
yeah. I had some things.

“It’s such a small gesture, but obviously makes a big 
impact.”

(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 23 issue of The 
BND News Magazine, a publication of the Belleville News-
Democrat, www.bnd.com)

Local Church News

different backgrounds, it gives you a greater perspective.”
Doris Chambers, a black woman in her 60s who is a 

member of Kumler, said she has made many white friends 
at the church since she began attending a few years ago.

“Every day I go, I’m embraced,” she said. “It doesn’t 
have anything to do with color.”

Freeman said Grace United Methodist focuses on edu-
cational and other programs for young people and families. 
But regardless of the church they attend, blacks and whites 
share the need for a relationship with God, he said.

“The pain and the struggles are the same,” he said.

  Pulpit exchange
Freeman is a member of the Springfield Race Unity 

Committee, which formed Conversations on Race in 2014 

and sponsored recent showings of the 2013 documentary 
film Racial Taboo in Springfield.

Though not connected with the Mosaix movement, 
the committee’s activities led to members of two Spring-
field churches — the mostly white Abraham Lincoln 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation and the mostly black 
Calvary Missionary Baptist Church — to engage in “con-
versations on race” beginning in 2014.

That effort continues Nov. 15, when the congrega-
tions will experience a “pulpit exchange.” The Rev. Martin 
Woulfe, head minister of the Unitarian congregation, will 
preach at Calvary, and the Rev. Silas Johnson, pastor of 
Calvary, will preach in front of Woulfe’s congregation on 
the topic, “Who is my neighbor?”

“The faith traditions can be a force for good,” Woulfe said.

Woulfe, 55, who is white and was born and grew up 
in the south suburbs of Chicago, said he was surprised by 
the racial divide among ministers’ groups in Springfield 
when he arrived in 2003.

“I’m hoping this will be the start of more pulpit ex-
changes among Springfield-area congregations,” he said.

Johnson, 60, who is black, said: “Racial tension will 
increase if we do nothing about it. But if we mix with each 
other and start talking with each other, that racial tension 
will subside.”
(Adapted from an article which appeared in the Oct. 18 is-
sue of the Springfield State Journal-Register, www.sj-r.com 
Reprinted with permission)

Photos by Maureen Houston, Belleville News-Democrat 
(ABOVE) Erica Kniffen, right, had her Fairview Heights MOPS group collect bras for 
Free the Girls, a nonprofit that works to provide jobs to survivors of sex trafficking 
in developing countries by helping them set up micro enterprises selling bras. Her 
helpers include, from left, Sara Robertson, of Swansea; Sara Belvin, of O’Fallon, and 
Jenna Battleson, of Fairview Heights.

(AT LEFT) Bras hanging near 7-week-old Lainey Prince belong to her mom, Kelly 
Prince, who was donating the bras to Free the Girls to help women who had been 
victims of sex trafficking in Africa and Central America.“It’s such a small gesture, but 
obviously makes a big impact.”

Moms’ group collect bras to 
help sex trafficking survivors
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BY JEANETTE BRICKNER
TimesNewspapers

EAST PEORIA — When Danira Parra was 9 years 
old, she had a dream that would shape her future.

In the dream, she was a pastor of a church. A lamb 
walked beside her up an aisle and stood with her on a 
platform.

The lamb said to her, “Preach. You’re a pastor.”
The next day, Danira (pronounced Da-nita) told her 

parents about the dream and said she wanted to become 
a pastor. They responded by saying that was not possible 
because she was a girl. Her parents were Seventh-day Ad-
ventist, which she said was a “very conservative Christian 
group that believes that women should not be pastors.”

“They said I could be a good pastor’s wife and to do 
that I really needed to practice my piano lessons so that I 
could help my pastor husband,” Parra said.

Her parents recommended she become a teacher or 
a nurse. Throughout her life, Parra was involved in many 
different occupations, but none of them seemed to fulfill 
her. There was a calling she felt.

“It’s a spirit thing. I remember talking to another pas-
tor when I was in my 20s about becoming a pastor, and he 

said to me at that time, ‘Do something else. Do anything 
else, and if you keep coming back to it, then you will 
know that it is a real calling. But if you can be happy do-
ing something else, that’s what you should do,’” Parra said.

Parra spent the next several years as a real estate 
agent, editorial secretary, salesperson, human resource 
manager, high school Spanish teacher, lifeguard and caf-
eteria worker, among other occupations.

“It was like there was always something missing,” she said.
When she went to a Methodist church, the idea of 

becoming a pastor returned. She began as a missionary in 
LaSalle working with Spanish-speaking people in a cross-
cultural ministry. It wasn’t until she was in her 40s that 
she became a licensed local pastor.

Now, Parra, 55, is serving as a pastor in East Peoria at 
Dayspring United Methodist Church and the East Peoria 
Faith United Methodist Church, 2403 Springfield Road.

Looking back, Parra said what she learned in her 
previous jobs has helped her as a pastor.

“The things that I learned in these various jobs 
that I had have all come together here,” Parra said. “For 
instance, being a human resource manager and being a 
person who had to deal with crews and long-range plan-

ning or writing grants, even taking classes, like continuing 
ed in communications, all come together here.”

When Parra arrived in East Peoria, which may be 
viewed as a big city compared to the town of Ransom — 
population 401 — where she lived previously, she thought 
she wouldn’t like it, but that has not been the case.

Arriving at Dayspring, a church that resembles a 
large log cabin on wooded acreage, was overwhelming to 
Parra’s senses.

“There are not many churches I imagine that have 43 
acres of wooded land and a building that is this big and 
this beautiful,” she said.

From the first day, Parra said she made changes at 
the church, including adding some traditional Native 
American aspects.

“They received it very well,” Parra said of the congre-
gation. “For instance, I asked that before people enter the 
church that they be smudged.”

Smudging is a tradition in which sage is lit and the 
smoke is spread around a person as they are prayed for.

“Smudging is very traditional. … It’s a soul cleansing. 
… If you think about it when you walk into somebody’s 
home and it’s been raining and muddy outside, and you’ve 
walked and gotten your shoes all full of mud, you don’t 
just walk into the house, you wipe your feet first,” Parra 
said. “… That’s what smudging does, it puts you in a place 
of being aware first of all of things that either you’ve been 
clinging to or that have been clinging to you.”

Parra said she does not know how to quantify the 
amount of Native American aspects that are incorporated 
into the service.

“We do hymns. We do prayers. We have commu-
nion. We do baptisms and all of those are things you will 
see in a regular church,” Parra said. “However, the call to 
worship — which you will find on a bulletin at a regular 
church — the call to worship here is done by somebody 
that’s at the drum.”

A large Native American drum is the focal point in 
the sanctuary.

Also important to Parra is establishing relationships, 
“because really that’s the only thing that lasts,” she said.

There are about 35 people in the congregation at 
Dayspring, which Parra said is a small group. Although 
there are Native American customs incorporated into the 
services, Parra said the church is open to all. The services 
are at 1:15 p.m. Sundays. There is a potluck at noon every 
Sunday. For more information, call 309-698-2527.

(Reprinted with permission from the Nov. 1 issue of the 
Peoria Journal-Star, www.pjstar.com. Dayspring Native 
American Fellowship UMC is a Conference Advance Spe-
cial, #6470)

Local Church News

Dayspring’s minister felt early call, 
came to vocation later in life

Danira Parra, the new pastor at Day-
spring United Methodist Church in 
East Peoria, said it’s important to her 
to teach people about cultures and 
traditions

Photo by Jeanette Brickner, 
TimesNewspapers

Eleven members of the same family were baptized at 
Pleasant Grove UMC Oct. 11.  All were members of the 
Polson family that have been members of the church for many 
years.  The church is located in Ford County in the Iroquois 
River District.

Pictured back row, from left are: Dana Polson, Jacey Polson, 
Karin Peeler, Hope Peeler and Dylan Polson. Dennis Polson is 
pictured behind the row. Those in the front row, from left are:  
Kayla Hall, Haley Jo O’Neill, Madison Peeler, Olivia Peeler and 
Lacey Jordon.

Photo courtesy of Rev. Lisa Wiedman
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What is the return 
on your investment?

BY REV. ALICE J. SHIRLEY

What is the first thing that comes to mind 
when you hear “summer camp”?  Tents?  
Campfire singing? Roasted marshmallows? 
Swimming? Hiking?  Making new friends?

 Camping and retreat ministries have 
probably failed over the years to emphasize 
what we believe is the most important feature 
of summer camp: intensive formation of the 
camper’s Christian faith, life, and call.  This 
omission may be because organizers have 
assumed that campers and their parents know 
about this priority or, perhaps, because it was 
at one time not the most enticing reason to go 

to camp.
Camps abound in our day and age—band camps, sports camps, 

computer camps, language camps, science camps, and art camps, just to 
name a few.  To be sure, these camps nurture skills that have value in terms 
of “success” in life as the culture defines it.  What good are success-skills, 
however, if a child or youth does not develop the courage to choose life 
when faced with rejection or failure?  What good are success-skills if a child 
or youth does not learn how to live peaceably in community with others?  
What good are success-skills if at the end of life, a child or youth cannot say, 
“I lived for a purpose higher than myself ” and “I do not fear death, because 
God has prepared a place for me in a life yet to come?”

In a new mission statement, the IGRC CRM is expressing emphatically 
its commitment to the singular mission of camping and retreat ministries: 
providing transforming settings for re-creation (renewal), intensives for 
spiritual formation (learning to love God, neighbor, and self with everything 
we have), and hospitality to all (welcoming everyone as they are).

Water toys, horses, rock-climbing, gaga ball, campfires, goofy songs, and 
s’mores are a means to an end, not an end in themselves.  Play is a God-
given means to re-creation.  It generates laughter, which breaks down walls, 
builds community, and transmits a contagious cheerfulness to others.  It 
teaches cooperation, cultivates trust, and provides endless opportunities for 
teachable moments.  

As you begin planning for the summer ahead, consider the importance 
of a life prepared not only to succeed in the marketplace, but also in the 
sacred realm of relationships with others, with self, and the Beginning and 
End of the Cosmos, Jesus Christ.  It is in that sacred realm alone that life has 
its true meaning and abounds with treasures that are everlasting.

The mission of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference 
Camping and Retreat 
Ministries (IGRCCRM) is to 
provide transforming:

• Settings for re-creation
• Intensives for spiritual 

formation
• Hospitality to all
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There’s a Place for You 
in Summer Camping!

There are multitudes of ways you can be a participant 
and/or partner in the summer camping ministry of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference.  Here are a few:

BE A CAMPER
You are never too old or too young to go to camp!  

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference offers camping 
experiences for all school-aged children as well as 
intergenerational camps that appeal to parent and 
grandparent-types along with children who are old 
enough to enjoy games, crafts, swimming, and worship.  
All your options are described in this summer camp 
guide or online at www.igrc.org/camping. 

BE A VOLUNTEER
Volunteering at summer camps is a great way to use 

your gifts, make a difference, and have fun while you’re 
doing it.  Volunteers are generally persons 18 years of age 
and older, although younger teens can help with small 
children. There are a variety of places where volunteers 
are used:  teaching, providing expertise (like nursing, 
photography, or nature study), supervising, dining, 
maintenance, cleaning, lifeguarding, and administration, 
just to name a few.  If you have a spiritual gift (and we 
know you do) and want to give a few days, a week, or 
even more to a worthy cause, please contact the camping 
office at 217-529-2646 or camping@igrc.org.  Persons 18 
and older are background checked.  All receive training.  
Room and board are part of the deal.  Check with 
your program manager to see if childcare is available 
for children of volunteers who are not old enough be 
registered campers.

BE A DEAN
Deans provide program leadership at our camps 

and are supported by volunteers and/or paid summer 
staff.  A dean’s work requires collaboration with program 
and/or site managers to create a spiritual formation 
experience that is transforming, safe, and fun.  You may 
be able to assume responsibilities at an existing camp or, 
if you have a great idea for a camp experience, ask for 
a slot on the summer calendar to make it happen. For 
more information contact the camping office at 217-
529-2646 or camping@igrc.org.  Note:  Program grants 
are available to churches and church leaders who would 
like to plan a retreat experience for their own youth or 
children, or even open up the retreat conference-wide.

BE A SPONSOR
Some camps encourage local churches to bring 

their whole youth group.  The adults who come with 
them generally are called sponsors, and they function as 
leaders and helpers.  Some camps ask sponsors to pay 
a reduced fee toward the cost of room and board.  For 
more information contact the camping office at 217-529-
2646 or camping@igrc.org. 

BE A CHAPLAIN
Chaplains are clergy or clergy-candidates who bring 

spiritual formation skills as well as worship leadership 
to the camps.  A typical day might involve delivery of 
devotions, teaching, spiritual direction, and some roles 
that simply make camp life more efficient and hospitable.  
Clergy interested in serving as a chaplain need to contact 
Rev. Kim Stuby at kstuby@igrc.org or 618-534-6813 or 
the camping office at 217-529-2646 or camping@igrc.org.

BE A PATRON
If you aren’t able to come to camp, you can still 

help.  Our camping ministry is always in need of 
financial support to provide scholarships and to expand 
or enhance programs, buildings, and grounds.  Some 
churches or individuals pay all or part of a child’s 

registration fee.  Each camp site also has an Advance 
Special Program and Improvement account.  You can 
give directly to the account by writing the check to the 
IGRC and designating the Advance Special or, better 
yet, write the check to your local church which passes it 
along and gets credit toward 5-Star status. Program and 
Improvement Advance Special numbers for camping are:  

• Camp Scholarships (#6910)
• East Bay (#6840)
• Little Grassy (#6820)

BE A FUND-RAISER
There are many ways to raise funds to help support 

camping and retreat ministries.  Be creative, encourage 
participation by the children and youth, and be sure to 
have fun!  Encourage your United Methodist Women, 
United Methodist Men, Sunday school classes, and 
entire congregation to invest in the church’s health and 
leadership by helping to make camp affordable for your 
children and youth.  See the fund-raising ideas offered at 
right.  

BE A PROMOTER
Some kids (young and old!) are not aware of 

camping opportunities or need an extra word of 
encouragement to fill out a registration form.  Unless a 
camper has attended an IGRC camp before, they may 
not even be aware that such opportunities exist.  Make 
sure they have this summer camp guide. (If your church 
runs out, contact the conference office or direct them to 
www.igrc.org/camping to obtain information online).  
Make announcements and issue reminders in small 
groups and worship.  Organize a camping Sunday or 
invite a conference camp employee or leader to preach 
or speak.  Recruit a former camper to share about his/
her experience in the church newsletter or from the 
pulpit.  The most effective promotion, needless to say, is 
personal invitation.

BE A PRAYER WARRIOR
If one of your gifts is the gift of prayer, IGRC 

summer camps need you!  Prayers can be lifted up in 
your private devotional time for campers attending from 
your church, all campers, campers with special needs, 
particular programs, volunteer and paid staff, safety, 
transformative experiences, and even the weather.  If you 
would like your prayers to be made known to campers 
or staff, send a note or a “praying for you” gift, contact 
the camping office at 217-529-2646 or camping@igrc.org 
and you will be directed to program managers who can 
help you.

Ways to raise funds 
for your campers
Raising funds for campers not only can be 
fun, but also promote an awareness of the 
camping ministry to your congregation 
and even your community.  The internet 
is loaded with ideas, but here are a few to 
consider:

Simple Collections
• Pass the plate or solicit for donations 

and prayers
• Take up loose change offerings
• Adopt-a-youth

Traditional
• Bake sales
• Auctions or silent auctions
• Donation-funded dinners
• A camper testimonial dinner (after 

camp is over)
• Dinner or Dessert Café with a play
• Chili or Soup Cook-Off
• Super Bowl pizza, sandwich, or soup 

sale
• Talent show with dinner or dessert
• Trivia Nights
• Car washes
• Rent-a-youth (e.g., for raking, weeding, 

window-washing)
• A sponsored walk or run (or jump-a-

thon)
• Pay-to-play tourneys (golf, basketball, 

baseball, dodge ball, etc.)
• 24-hour rocking chair marathon
• Parents Day Out (child care—especially 

around Christmas)
• Yard or Garage Sale
• Recycling for cash

New, Unusual, or Fun
• Toilet or Pink Flamingo Flocking Pranks 

• Charge to have an old toilet or 
a flock of pink flamingos placed 
on the lawn of another member/
neighbor, etc.

• Charge to have them removed
• Sell “insurance policies” that pre-

vent the prank
• Campout on the church lawn
• Ice-bucket challenge
• A S’more Sale (sale of any food con-

taining chocolate, marshmallows, or 
graham crackers)

• Pay to have your pastor do something 
goofy (preach in pajamas, pie-in-the-
face, dye hair)

• Newlywed Game
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EAST BAY CAMP

East Bay Listings
2016
EAST BAY DAY CAMP
Monday - Friday June 13 – August 5
(Daily from 7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.)
For more information, prices, and 
to register for day camp contact 
East Bay at 309-365-7531 or email 
eastbay@igrc.org 

Week June 12 – 17
CIT
Grades: 9 – 12
Begins: Sunday, June 12, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 17, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $590.00
Actual Price $615.00
Actual Plus  $640.00
Camp ID: EB320

You Did What At Camp? 1
Grades: 3 – 5
Begins: Sunday, June 12, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 17, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $560.00
Actual Price $585.00
Actual Plus  $610.00
Camp ID: EB324

Riding High Horse Camp 
Grades: 9 – 12
Begins: Sunday, June 12, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 17, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $880.00
Actual Price $905.00
Actual Plus  $930.00
Camp ID: EB338

Week June 19 – 24
Sports Camp
Grades: 4 – 6
Begins: Sunday, June 19, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 24, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $580.00
Actual Price $605.00
Actual Plus  $630.00
Camp ID: EB364

Catch The Spirit
Grades: 7 - 12
Begins: Sunday, June 19, 6:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 24, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: Don Long, Jr. 618-466-3624
E-mail: dlong@godfreyfirst.org
Assisted Price $405.00
Actual Price $430.00
Actual Plus  $455.00
Camp ID: EB394

Sailing Camp
Grades: 7 – 12
Begins: Sunday, June 19, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 24, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $585.00
Actual Price $610.00
Actual Plus  $635.00
Camp ID: EB376

Campelodeons 1
Grades: 1 – 2
Begins: Sunday, June 19, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Tuesday, June 21, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $265.00
Actual Price $290.00
Actual Plus  $315.00
Camp ID: EB312

Campelodeons 2
Grades: 3 – 5
Begins: Tuesday, June 21, 7:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 24, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $360.00
Actual Price $385.00
Actual Plus  $410.00
Camp ID: EB314

My Shepherd and Me
Grades: Pre K – 4th and adults
Begins: Friday, June 24, 7:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, June 26, 10:00 a.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $120.00
Actual Price $145.00
Actual Plus  $170.00
Camp ID: EB346 discount not             
applicable

Roots Ropes & Trees
Grades: 7 – 12
Begins: Friday, June 24, 7:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, June 26, 1:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff

Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $250.00
Actual Price $275.00
Actual Plus  $300.00
Camp ID: EB374

Week June 26 – July 1
SPLAT
Grades: 4 – 6
Begins: Sunday, June 26, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 1, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $585.00
Actual Price $610.00
Actual Plus  $635.00
Camp ID: EB330

You Can’t Do That             
At Camp 1
Grades: 6 – 8
Begins: Sunday, June 26, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 1, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $560.00
Actual Price $585.00
Actual Plus  $610.00
Camp ID: EB350

Giddy Up Horse Camp 
Grades: 3 – 6
Begins: Sunday, June 26, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 1, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $880.00
Actual Price $905.00
Actual Plus  $930.00
Camp ID: EB339

Week July 10 – 15
Baby Fold
Grades: 10 – 13
Begins: Saturday, July 9, 1:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 15, 3:00 p.m. 
Dean: Tom Corum
Dean phone: 217-356-9078
E-mail: tomcorum@yahoo.com
Assisted Price $440.00
Actual Price $465.00
Actual Plus  $490.00
Camp ID: EB398

Altitude 1
Grades: 7 – 12
Begins: Sunday, July 10, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 15, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $635.00
Actual Price $660.00
Actual Plus  $685.00
Camp ID: EB390

You Did What At Camp? 2
Grades: 3 – 5
Begins: Sunday, July 10, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 15, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $560.00
Actual Price $585.00
Actual Plus  $610.00
Camp ID: EB325

Week July 17 – 22
Girls Only Camp
Grades: 6 - 12
Begins: Sunday, July 17, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 22, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $590.00
Actual Price $615.00
Actual Plus  $640.00
Camp ID: EB332

Altitude 2
Grades: 7 – 12
Begins: Sunday, July 17, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 22, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $635.00
Actual Price $660.00
Actual Plus  $685.00
Camp ID: EB391

You Can’t Do That             
At Camp 2 
Grades: 6 – 8
Begins: Sunday, July 17, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 22, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $560.00
Actual Price $585.00
Actual Plus  $610.00
Camp ID: EB352

Grandparent and Me
Grades: Pre K – 4th and adults
Begins: Friday, July 22, 7:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, July 24, 10:00 a.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $120.00
Actual Price $145.00
Actual Plus  $170.00
Camp ID: EB344 discount not            
applicable

Week July 24 – July 29
2 Night Beginner Camp
Grades: 1 – 2
Begins: Sunday, July 24, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Tuesday, July 26, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $265.00
Actual Price $290.00
Actual Plus  $315.00
Camp ID: EB315

3 Night Beginner Camp
Grades: 3 – 5
Begins: Sunday, July 24, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Wednesday, July 27, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $360.00
Actual Price $385.00
Actual Plus  $410.00
Camp ID: EB316

Camp Care
Ages: 16 – Adult
Begins: Sunday, July 24, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Wednesday, July 27, 2:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $265.00
Actual Price $290.00
Actual Plus  $315.00
Camp ID: EB382

Youth Latino Retreat
Ages: 13 - 21
Begins: Thursday, July 28, 2:00 p.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 30, 3:00 p.m. 
Dean: Adrian Garcia
Phone: 309-673-3641
E-mail: agarcia@igrc.org
Assisted Price $50.00
Actual Price $115.00
Actual Plus  $140.00
Camp ID: EB393 discount not            
applicable

Week July 31 – Aug. 5
Fusion
Grades: 7 - 12
Begins: Sunday, July 31, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, August 5, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $590.00
Actual Price $615.00
Actual Plus  $640.00
Camp ID: EB326

Archery
Grades: 7 – 12
Begins: Sunday, July 31, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, August 5, 5:00 p.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $580.00
Actual Price $605.00
Actual Plus  $630.00
Camp ID: EB362

Family Camp
All ages
Begins: Friday, August 5, 7:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, August 7, 10:00 a.m. 
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price $120.00
Actual Price $145.00
Actual Plus  $170.00
Camp ID: EB342 discount not            
applicable
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Camp Descriptions
CIT
CIT is a can’t-miss opportunity to make your 
mark on the ministry of East Bay Camp. If 
you are interested in becoming an East Bay 
Camp counselor one day or simply improv-
ing your leadership skills, CIT is a great 
place to start. All campers that attend CIT 
camp will attend a week of fun and training 
to develop the leadership skills God has 
given you. After the week, you may have 
the opportunity to return and volunteer for 
a week to make a difference in the ministry 
of East Bay Camp.

Riding High & Giddy Up 
Horse Camp
If you are looking for a more in-depth 
riding experience and love to spend time 
riding horses, this camp is for you. Getting 
to know horses and learning to care for 
them is all part of the fun. Campers will 
participate in daily riding lessons as well 
as swimming, boating, crafts, worship, and 
Bible studies. If you love horses, this is the 
ultimate equestrian experience!

You Did What At Camp? /      
You Can’t Do That At Camp
Think you’ve done everything at camp? 
Think again! These are two of the most 
popular sessions at East Bay—and for a 
very good reason! Campers will experience 
a high-energy, life-changing week where 
you will be making lifelong friendships and 
unforgettable memories on beautiful Lake 
Bloomington. Spend four full days choosing 
your favorite activity in the afternoon – sail-
ing, volleyball, tree climbing, gaga, archery, 
crazy games, sneak out when you should 
be getting ready to sleep, and challenge 
course. We’ve told you everything you need 
to know -- you don’t want to miss it! 

Catch The Spirit
In many ways CTS is like other church 
camps: swimming, boating, singing, pray-
ing, Bible study, dining hall food, and lots 
of hanging out with old and new friends. 
But it’s also unlike any other camp in the 
way we do the usual stuff in unique ways. 
We hope you’ll join our crazy camp staff for 
a Spirit-filled, life-changing week living in 
the love of Jesus Christ and creating lasting 
memories, real connections with Christ, 
and, oh yeah, building cardboard boats for 
the 17th Annual Cardboard Boat Regatta!  

Girls Only
Calling all girls! Immerse in this #camplife 
concept where girls collaborate and dis-
cover inner beauty, confidence, leadership, 
and more in a beautiful camp setting. 
Counselors act as role models, emphasizing 
that the program is about more than just 
having fun. It’s about making the world 
a better place to help others in our local 
communities and beyond our borders. 

Young women shouldn’t be intimidating 
or uninspired. East Bay Camp provide girls 
with both a sense of adventure and the 
chance for personal growth. We offer lots of 
activities to meet the diverse and expand-
ing recreational needs and interests of our 
campers, such as swimming, boating, tree 
climbing, crafts, worship, and Bible studies. 
Camp teaches girls to take responsibility, 
and the importance of meaningful relation-
ships in life. It is where they can truly be 
themselves, and accepted for who they 
are. Self-esteem is boosted, confidence 
increases, and girls learn about investing in 
themselves and the things that matter. 

Sailing Camp
No experience needed. If you have never set 
foot aboard a sailboat, it’s okay with us. At 
East Bay, sailing is a breeze. You don’t need 
any prior knowledge, in fact most students 
who join our summer adventures have just 
a little sailing experience and some have 
none at all. You just need to love being 
in and on the water. We start with all the 
basics and you’ll learn along the way – it is a 
true hands-on process with our staff by your 
side. It won’t be long before you’re speaking 
the lingo and working the boat like a real 
sailor: hauling, winching, tacking, and jib-
ing. Sign up early there is limited room!

Campelodeons 1 and 2
2 and 3 Night Beginner Camps
Campers are invited to experience the 
beauty of God’s creation and the awesome 
experiences that camp can provide. For 
some this may be their first sleep away 
camp experience and we promise to make 
it one they will never forget!! These camps 
are a great choice for first-time campers 
ready to experience East Bay Camp in a 
shortened form. Come join us as we go ca-
noeing, swimming, hiking, play games, eat 
s’mores, do crafts, learn about our incred-
ibly awesome God, and make new friends.

SPLAT
Are you tired of coloring in the lines? Are 
you wild and crazy about exploring with 
color and experimenting with texture in 
your artwork? Do you really care what type 
of mess your project might make? Neither 
do we! Come paint or work with clay. 
Chaotic messy arts will be the goal and out-
rageous fun will be our reward. Don’t bring 
new clothing to this camp unless you want 
it to go home tie-dyed. Room is limited -- 
register early.  

Baby Fold 
Experience emotional and spiritual growth 
as you serve children in need. Work as part 
of a team during the day, ministering to day 
campers with behavior disorders from The 
Baby Fold. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to connect faith with service. There will also 
be great music and free time for fellowship.  

Sports Camp
We will be spending time each day playing 
sports like baseball, soccer, and basketball. 
Throughout the week we will be talking 
about what it means to be a part of a team, 
what it means to be a good sport, and how 
Christ makes all of us winners! We are going 
to be very active during this camp and you 
are not going to want to miss out. In addi-
tion to the team sports we will be playing 
all week, there will be opportunities for the 
regular East Bay Camp activities like swim-
ming, boating, archery, hayrides, campfires, 
Bible studies, and more.  

Archery
No archery experience required. This camp 
is fun and exciting, and provides campers 
with an introduction to the sport of target 
archery. Campers will learn range safety, 
practice drills and skills. Archery camp is 
perfect for competitive, non-competitive, 
new, and experienced archers. You will have 
the opportunity to be guided by a Level 3 
USA archery coach. We will also have plenty 
of time to experience all the other camp 
activities like swimming, boating, hayrides, 
campfires, Bible studies, and more.  

Roots Ropes & Trees
We will be strengthening our roots of faith 
through Bible study, devotions, and wor-
ship while we learn how, in a much more 
tangible way, to apply faith to our lives. We 
will be tree-climbing every day. If you ex-
perienced tree-climbing last year at camp, 
then you know how fun it is. This camp will 
take it to the next level. Don’t miss out on 
this great camp.  

Family/Grandparent and Me /
My Shepherd and Me
Want to enjoy camp with your family?  Plan 
now to join us for another fabulous sum-
mer camp at East Bay!  Our Family Camp 
weekends are JAM PACKED with fun…SO 
much fun that you will go home exhausted 
yet refreshed!  Enjoy swimming in the 
pool, boating at the beach, making some 
fun crafts, and eating some ooey-gooey 
s’mores!  Develop a deeper relationship 
with your family and be surrounded by 
God’s Spirit.  Don’t be lift out…sign up 
today.

Youth Latino Retreat
Let us seek the Lord along with other Youth 
of our Hispanic Jurisdiction congregations. 
Experience God’s power and Holy fire this 
summer.

Busquemos al Señor juntos en compa-
ñía de otros jóvenes de congregaciones 
hispanas de nuestra jurisdicción. Experi-
menta este verano el poder de Dios y su 
fuego santificador.  

Altitude
Are you bored with your life on the ground?  
Do you dream of being high in the air?  
Then come to Altitude where you spend 
your week running through our amazing 
team’s course, climbing some of our tallest 
trees, and soaring through the air on the 
zip line.  One day will even be at a rock 
gym off site, where you will get a chance to 
climb in one of the largest climbing gyms 
in the country. This week will take you to 
a much higher place that will leave you 
understanding what it means to fully trust 
in God.  Don’t let this camp fill up without 
you! Register early -- room is limited!! 
 

Camp Care
Campers will experience the wonders of 
God in the out-of-doors, learn camp skills, 
develop friendships, and use their indepen-
dence skills. This is a perfect week full of fun 
and relaxation. You will get to swim, paddle 
boat, create crafts, sing around the camp-
fire, and learn more about our wonderful 
Creator. Campers must be at least 16 years 
old, ambulatory, and toilet-trained.

Fusion 
Come to camp and bring your whole 
church group of friends! Rock out as the 
band plays, paddle around the lake, race 
to win games, shoot hoops on the flex 
court, and grow closer to God, all while 
surrounded by tons of your soon-to-be 
closest friends.  Let’s not forget about 
roasting s’mores around the campfire!  Find 
out where God is leading you. Talk to your 
parents or church leader and tell them to 
register FAST!!  

Young Adult Convergence
Age: Post-High School
Begins:  Tuesday, August 9
Ends:  Friday, August 12
Dean: Erin Totten
Email: etotten0623@gmail.com
Phone: 618-542-6726
Camp ID: EB300

At this get-together for post-high school/
young adults, participants will engage in 
spiritual formation based on the theme 

Explosion: Taking Faith to the Next Level.  
The event will include time for fellow-
ship, conversation in small groups, wor-
ship, and mission, with some re-creation 
activities thrown in for pure fun.
Please watch the conference web site 
and Facebook page for more details in 
the spring.
The cost is for lodging and meals only.  
Child care will be available.

Are you bored with your life on the ground?  
Do you dream of being high in the air?  
Then come to Altitude where you spend 

Are you bored with your life on the ground?  
Do you dream of being high in the air?  
Are you bored with your life on the ground?  
Do you dream of being high in the air?  
Are you bored with your life on the ground?  
Do you dream of being high in the air?  
Are you bored with your life on the ground?  
Do you dream of being high in the air?  
Are you bored with your life on the ground?  
Do you dream of being high in the air?  
Then come to Altitude where you spend 
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SEMINAR AND TRIP CAMPS

Washington, D.C. 
Seminar Trip 2016

Wednesday, June 29—Saturday, July 9, 2016
Seminar Topic:  Embracing Diversity: Confronting Racism
Who can go: 

• Youth entering junior or senior years of high school
• And/or between 16-18 years old

Cost:  $900  Camp ID: TG825
$300.00 - Deposit due Feb. 15
$300.00 - 2nd installment due April 15
$300.00 - Final installment due June 15

Traveling by Bales, Unlimited, Charter Coach
Lodging at Hostelling International, Washington, D.C.

Tentative Itinerary
Wednesday, June 29
 6:00 p.m. Depart United Methodist Center

Thursday, June 30
 Noon Arrive in Washington, D.C.
  Arlington Cemetery
 3:00 p.m. Check-in to Hostelling 
  International and rest
Friday, July 1
 All Day Trip to Colonial Williamburg 
  or Jamestown 
Saturday, July 2
 All Day Holocaust Museum and 
  touring in small groups
Sunday, July 3
 All Day Worship and touring 
  in small groups
Monday, July 4
 All Day Touring in small groups
  Fireworks (if weather and 
  circumstances permit) 
Tuesday, July 5
 Daytime Seminar

Wednesday, July 6
 Daytime Seminar

Thursday, July 7
 Daytime Seminar

Friday, July 8
 All Day Touring in small groups
 7:00 p.m. Depart Washington, D.C.

Saturday, July 9
 10:00 a.m. Arrive UM Center

Watch for updates and more details at: www.igrc.org/DC

Lower Wisconsin River Canoe Trip
Ages: 8 years and above
Begins: Saturday, July 16
Ends: Saturday, July 23
Leaders: Ron & Phyllis Dickinson
Email: padpeace@sbcglobal.net
Phone: 618-632-2354
Assisted Price $365.00
Actual Price $400.00
Actual Plus $425.00
Camp ID: TG820

If you enjoy water, earth, and sky as the basic 
backdrop, you want to consider canoeing the 
lower Wisconsin River.  We focus on God through 
canoeing, camping, cooking, sharing, singing, 
and just being with a group in a water and woods 
primitive-tent-camp setting. (Children under Senior 
High School must be accompanied by an adult.)

Lower Wisconsin River Canoe Trip

Canoe Trip
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God is doing a new thing with Epworth Camp!

The summer programs that have been associated with Epworth Camp -- Fledg-
ling, Generations, Junior High Camp, and Senior High Institute—are moving to 
a new location!  

The new location is Durley Camp and Retreat Center, a wooded site northeast 
of Greenville, IL.  Durley has modern, clean, climate-controlled, accessible ac-
commodations, dining room, game room, tabernacle, lakefront for swimming, 
water toys, boating, basketball and volleyball courts, low ropes course, a zip 
line, climbing wall, 9-square, and more!

The change of location came about because of action at annual conference 
to close the Epworth Camp in Louisville.  Leaders of the four camps realized, 
however, that the Epworth experience is not about property, but about people.  
The four camps will meet during the third week in July and will have use of the 
entire site while they are there.

Leaders of the Epworth programs have adopted the names “Epworth Journey” 
and “Epworth on the Move” to symbolize the new path the Epworth Camp expe-
rience is taking.  They are also taking advantage of the new program grant min-
istry offered by Illinois Great Rivers Conference Camping and Retreat Ministries.

Epworth Camp lives on!   
EPWORTH JOURNEY

Epworth Fledgling              
Journey Camp
Have a blast this summer at Fledgling 
Camp!  There will be plenty of fun 
with a Christ-centered group zipping 
on a zip line, bouncing in a bouncy 
house, playing in the large game 
room, and competing in a modified 
version of kickball.  Through stories, 
team-building activities, crafts, and 
games we will learn about God’s love 
for us!   Journey back in time as you 
hear parables by the lake, much like 
Jesus’ followers did.  Together we will 
meet new friends and have lots of fun 
making incredible memories!  Fledg-
ling Camp is perfect for all stages of 
campers, entering grades 1-5.

Begins: Friday, July 22, 2:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, July 24, Noon
Dean:  Lee Harrison
Email: racer79@hotmail.com
Phone: 217-494-4686

Fledgling Camper ID: TG900
Price $ 135.00  ($25 Discount for 
early registration. $110 if registered and 
paid in full by April 15)

Adult Sponsor ID: TG905
Ages: 21 and older, approved by dean
Price $50.00 discount not                 
applicable

Junior Sponsor ID: TG910 
Ages: 16 - 20, approved by dean
Price $50.00 discount not                 
applicable

Epworth Generational       
Journey Camp
This weekend is designed for young 
people ages 2-12 to enjoy time and 
structured fun with parents, grand-
parents, aunts, uncles, adult cousins, 
etc.  You will have the joy of meeting 
others while having time to grow 
closer to GOD with family!   You will 
be drawn closer to God through 
inspiring, uplifting worship led by Tim 
Price and Harvest Ministry Team.  We 
will also be amazed by a magician, 
puppets, and other special events.

Tell your friends about the new set-
ting for a program with a long history 
of making disciples of Jesus Christ 
and having fun while you do it.  

Ages: 2 – 12 years with an adult
Begins: Friday, July 22, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, July 24, noon
Co-Dean: Gary Pearce
Phone:  618-676-4064
Co-Dean:  Tim Pearce
Email: ctpearce90@yahoo.com
Phone: 618-553-2209

ID: TG920

Price $130.00 ($25 Discount for 
early registration. $105 if registered and 
paid in full by April 15)

Epworth On the Move….
Junior/Senior Journey
Epworth Junior Camp and Senior In-
stitute are on the move!  The inspira-
tion and fun are on the move, too!  It 
will be an exciting year with dynamic 
new speakers, exciting new activities, 
and, of course, a new location with 
breathtaking views overlooking the 
lake.  Harvest Ministry Team will be 
there once again to bring us times of 
music and worship.  

This camp is open to youth entering 
6th grade through 12th grade.  Post-
High campers are very welcome and 
encouraged to register as campers, 
although these individuals will be 
used in areas of leadership as needed.

Please “Like” our Facebook page 
“Epworth Journey Church Camp” for 
developing details, snippets of plans, 
and the upcoming announcement of 
who our speaker will be.  

Begins: Tuesday, July, 19, 9:00 a.m.
Ends: Friday, July 22, 1:00 p.m.
Deans: Deborah Riddle and Amy Ellis
Email: driddle@jasperhealth.org 
Phone: 618-562-4429

Junior/Senior Camper ID TG930
Price $215.00 ($25 Discount for 
early registration. $190 if registered and 
paid in full by April 15)

Post High School Camper ID TG935
One year past high school
Price $215.00 ($25 Discount for 
early registration. $190 if registered and 
paid in full by April 15)

Adult Sponsor ID TG940
Ages: 21 and older, approved by dean
Price $50.00 discount not                 
applicable

What are Sponsors?
Sponsors at Epworth are adults who 
have been approved in advance by 
the dean of the camp and who serve 
as assistants to core staff.  

All staff, volunteer and paid (includes 
sponsors), must submit a camping 
volunteer form, available at www.
igrc.org/camping, and participate 
in training prior to camp.  Persons 
18 and older must also undergo a 
background check.  Submit a camp-
ing volunteer form to “Camping, P.O. 
Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207” 
well in advance but no later than May 
31st.  Please check with the dean of 
the camp for training dates.
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LITTLE GRASSY

  Week of 
  June 19 – June 25
AIR
Grades:  7 - 13
Begins: Sunday, June 19, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 24, 12:00 p.m.
Deans: Lacey Brown and Mark Koester
Email: plaid76@hotmail.com; 
              mrkoester@gmail.com
Phone: 618-684-6969; 618-307-6628
Assisted Price $400.00
Actual Price $425.00
Actual Plus  $450.00
Camp ID: LG635 

AIR Horse Camp
Grades:  7 - 13
Begins: Sunday, June 19, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 24, 12:00 p.m.
Deans: Little Grassy Staff
Email: kstuby@igrc.org
Phone: 618-457-6030
Assisted Price $550.00
Actual Price $575.00
Actual Plus  $600.00
Camp ID: LG637

My Shepherd and Me 
Camp
Grades: K - 4 with an adult
Begins: Friday, June 24, 5:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, June 26, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Revs. Mike and Beth Fender 
Assisted Price $160.00
Actual Price $185.00
Actual Plus  $210.00
Camp ID: LG625 discount not               
applicable

  Week of 
  June 26 – July 2
Slumber Party Camp
Grades: 4 - 6
Begins: Sunday, June 26, 5:00 p.m. 
Ends: Friday, July 1, 1:00 p.m.
Dean:  Camp Staff
Email: kstuby@igrc.org
Phone: 618-457-6030
Assisted Price $400.00
Actual Price $425.00
Actual Plus $450.00
Camp ID: LG665

Camp Rocks!
Grades: 4 - 6
Begins: Sunday, June 26, 5:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 1, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Camp Staff 
Email: kstuby@igrc.org
Phone: 618-457-6030
Assisted Price $450.00
Actual Price $475.00
Actual Plus  $500.00
Camp ID: LG645

Boys, Bugs, and Beyond
Grades: 4 - 6
Begins: Sunday, June 26, 5:00 p.m. 
Ends: Friday, July 1, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Daniel Schall
Email: djschall@siu.edu
Phone: 217-379-7684
Assisted Price $400.00
Actual Price $425.00
Actual Plus  $450.00
Camp ID: LG670

CIT (Counselor-in-Train-
ing) Camp
Or I may be crazy, but I think I want to 
be a Camp Counselor one day!
Grades: 10 - 12
Begins: Sunday, June 26, 4:00 p.m. 
Ends: Friday, July 1, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Skip Burgess
Email: robertburgess23@gmail.com
Phone: 270-556-9014
Assisted Price $400.00
Actual Price $425.00
Actual Plus  $450.00
Camp ID: LG660

Camp Jump
Grades: 3 - 5
Begins: Wednesday, June 29, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 2, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Rev. Rick Atchley
Email: pstratchley@yahoo.com
Phone: 309-338-1659
Assisted Price $240.00
Actual Price $265.00
Actual Plus $290.00
Camp ID: LG620

  Week of 
  July 5 - July 9
Discovery Camp I
Grades: 1 - 2
Begins: Tuesday, July 5, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Thursday, July 7, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Emily Schmidt
Email:  erschmidt@eiu.edu
Phone: 618-571-1074
Assisted Price $160.00
Actual Price $185.00
Actual Plus  $210.00
Camp ID: LG605

Discovery Camp II
Grades: 3 - 4
Begins: Tuesday, July 5, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 8, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Emily Schmidt
Email:  erschmidt@eiu.edu
Phone: 618-571-1074
Assisted Price $240.00
Actual Price $265.00
Actual Plus  $290.00
Camp ID: LG615

John Wesley Camp
Grades: 4 - 6
Begins: Tuesday, July 5, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 9, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Donna Roth
Email:  droth52@charter.net
Assisted Price $320.00
Actual Price $345.00
Actual Plus  $370.00
Camp ID: LG690

Camp Rocks!
Grades: 4 - 6
Begins: Tuesday, July 5, 4:00 p.m. 
Ends: Saturday, July 9, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Daniel Schall
Email: djschall@siu.edu

Phone: 217-379-7684
Assisted Price $370.00
Actual Price $395.00
Actual Plus  $420.00
Camp ID: LG650

Girls Empowered
Grades: 4 - 6
Begins: Tuesday, July 5, 4:00 p.m. 
Ends: Saturday, July 9, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Kelsey Ross
Email: kelross46@gmaiil.com
Phone: 618-558-0748
Assisted Price $320.00
Actual Price $345.00
Actual Plus  $370.00
Camp ID: LG668

Horsepower Camp
Grades: 4 - 6
Begins: Tuesday, July 5, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 9, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Camp Staff
Email: kstuby@igrc.org
Phone: 618-457-6030
Assisted Price: $470.00
Actual Price: $495.00
Actual Plus: $520.00
Camp ID: LG685

  Week of 
  July 10 - 16
Jesús Es El Señor (JEES) 
Camp - Jesus is Lord Camp
Ages: 5 - 11
Begins: Wednesday, July 13, 2:00 p.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 16, 2:00 p.m.
Dean: Annie Ramirez
Email:  wer5ramirez@gmail.com
Phone: 618-559-3041
Assisted Price $240.00
Actual Price $265.00
Actual Plus  $290.00
Camp ID: LG695

  Week of 
  July 24 - 30
Mission Illinois
Grades: 6 - 13
Begins: Sunday, July 24, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 29, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: Mike Savard
Email:  masavard57@gmail.com
Assisted Price $400.00
Actual Price $425.00
Actual Plus  $450.00
Camp ID: LG675

Climbing Camp
Grades: 10 - 13
Begins: Sunday, July 24, 3:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 29, 1:00 p.m.
Dean:  Rev. Ethan Carnes
Email: ethan.carnes@gmail.com
Phone: 309-389-4562
Assisted Price:  $650.00
Actual Price: $675.00
Actual Plus: $700.00
Camp ID: LG655

  Week of 
  July 31 – August 6
Beyond Zebra- Dr. Seuss 
Camp
Grades: 1 - 5
Begins: Sunday, July 31, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Wednesday, August 3, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Rev. Kim Stuby

Email: kstuby@igrc.org
Phone: 618-457-6030
Assisted Price: $240.00
Actual Price: $265.00
Actual Plus: $290.00
Camp ID: LG623

Campers Guide to the 
Galaxy
Grades 6 - 9
Begins: Sunday, July 31, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Wednesday, August 3, 1:00 p.m.
Deans: Kirk Henley, Landon Young
Email: w.landonyoung@gmail.com
Phone: 618-214-5512
Assisted Price: $240.00
Actual Price: $265.00
Actual Plus: $290.00
Camp ID: LG640

Fueled 
Grades: 6 - 9
Begins: Sunday, July 31, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Wednesday, August 3, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Rev. Katie Gholson
Email: katiegholson@thenewstjohns.
com
Phone: 618-656-1853
Assisted Price: $240.00
Actual Price: $265.00
Actual Plus: $290.00
Camp ID: LG680

 KAMP KIDS 
Eligibility: Children of volunteers
Begins: First day of camp session
Ends: Last day of camp session
Dean: Little Grassy Camp Staff
Cost:  $30.00 for 1st week; subse-
quent weeks no charge
Camp ID:  Please see list below

Week:  Camp ID
June 19 - 25   LG635K
  LG637K
  LG625K
June 26 – July 2 LG665K
  LG645K
  LG670K
  LG660K
  LG620K
July 5 – 9  LG605K
  LG615K
  LG668K
  LG690K
  LG650K
  LG685K
July 10 – 16 LG695K
July 24 - 30  LG675K
  LG655K
July 31 - Aug 6 LG623K
  LG640K
  LG680K

 CAMP VOLUNTEERS
Eligibility: Age 21 and over
Begins: First day of camp session
Ends: Last day of camp session
Dean: Little Grassy Camp Staff
Cost:  NA Camp ID: Please see list 
below

Week:  Camp ID
June 19 - 25   LG635V
  LG637V
  LG625V
June 26 – July 2 LG665V
  LG645V
  LG670V
  LG660V
  LG620V
July 5 – 9  LG605V
  LG615V
  LG668V
  LG690V
  LG650V
  LG685V
July 10 – 16 LG695V
July 24 - 30  LG675V
  LG655V
July 31 - Aug 6 LG623V
  LG640V
  LG680V
Training Dates:
Saturday, April 9,  8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Little Grassy United Methodist Camp
 OR
Saturday, April 16, 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Main Street UMC, Alton, IL

 CLERGY VOLUNTEERS
Begins: First day of camp session
Ends: Last day of camp session
Dean: Little Grassy Camp Staff

Training Date:
Tuesday, April 12, 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Little Grassy United Methodist Camp
 OR
Tuesday, May 10, 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
UM Center, Springfield, IL

Little Grassy Listings
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Camp Descriptions
AIR
The Great Romance is returning to AIR!  That’s 
right; The Great Romance will lead worship for 
AIR camp.  The theme for AIR 2016 is Epic Fail.  
We will look at biblical characters that were 
used by God despite their failures and we will 
focus on what it means to be redeemed despite 
the epic fails in our lives.  The Great Romance 
will lead worship and perform in concert at AIR 
2016, which continues to be redesigned.  During 
family time there will be intense Bible study and 
in the afternoons there will be opportunities to 
participate in traditional camp activities, crafts, 
swimming, hiking, canoeing, and fishing (to name 
a few), as well as opportunities for rock climbing 
and mission opportunities. Our off-site mission 
opportunity in 2016 will be to work with Jesús 
Es El Señor United Methodist Church in Cobden.  
Register today to join The Great Romance and the 
AIR staff for an incredible camping experience!  
Week June 19 - 25

AIR Horse Camp
AIR Horse Camp will be an extension of AIR Camp. 
We will participate in AIR family times, devo-
tions, worships, and evening activities, but our 
afternoons will be spent at the Giant City Stables, 
where there will be activities for campers with all 
levels of riding experience.  Week June 19 - 25

My Shepherd and Me Camp
Join the Revs. Mike and Beth Fender as they lead 
us in a weekend of worship and fun! My Shepherd 
and Me Camp is an intergenerational camp 
where campers will experience God through the 
exploration of what it means to have Jesus as 
our Shepherd.  There will be swimming, paddle 
boating, hiking, crafts, evening campfire worship, 
and morning devotions. We will stay in the motel-
style accommodations of Massada Lodge.  Up to 
three children may accompany one adult, but all 
participants must pay the camp fee.  Price listed is 
per person.  Week June 19 - 25

Slumber Party Camp
Slumber Party Camp returns to Little Grassy 
Camp! This camp for GIRLS ONLY will explore 
what it means to be a Christian girl in the world 
today.  It will include traditional camp activities 
like intentional Bible study, organized worship led 
by Rev. Jessica Baldyga and Rev. John Vidakovich, 
swimming, and crafts, but this camp will also 
include fun activities designed just for girls. If you 
are a “girly girl” who wants to leave camp know-
ing how to be a Christian girl in the world today, 
join us in this camp designed just for you!  Week 
June 26 – July 2

Camp Rocks!
Join us as we discover the great outdoors at Little 
Grassy Lake in the Crab Orchard National Wildlife 
Refuge. Designed for those who love the great 
outdoors, this camp explores God’s creation 
through outdoor activities combined with tradi-
tional camp activities.  We will have intentional 
Bible study, morning and evening worship, and 
crafts, but most everything we do will be done 
outside!  We will go rock climbing and take a 
canoe trip to Giant City State Park where we will 
spend the night, cook our dinner over the camp-
fire, and enjoy campfire worship under the stars.  
If you want to experience God through outdoor 
adventures, Camp Rocks! is for you. (This camp 
requires the stamina to canoe for two hours, fol-
lowed by a one-hour hike.)  Weeks June 26 – July 
2 and July 5 - 9

Boys, Bugs, and Beyond
Boys, Bugs, and Beyond is back in 2016 under the 
direction of the dynamic duo of Daniel Schall, 
dean, and Rev. John Hackmann, spiritual direc-
tor. Daniel and John make science come alive 
as they lead campers in the discovery of life in 
and through God’s creation. This camp for BOYS 
ONLY will use nature and other science activities 

to explore what it means to be a Christian boy 
in the world today.  Campers will be led through 
traditional camp activities such as intentional 
Bible study, organized worship, swimming, 
canoeing, and crafts, but at this camp we will also 
study bugs and other aspects of God’s creation 
while looking at science through a Christian 
perspective.  If you are a boy who likes to explore 
the answers to science questions, this camp is for 
you!  Week June 26 – July 2

CIT (Counselor in Training) Camp
Skip Burgess, an incredible man of God, returns 
to CIT Camp 2016!  In the morning, Skip will bring 
along his sense of humor as he leads our CITs 
in intentional Bible study which will focus on 
servant leadership.  In the afternoon, CITs will be 
working with younger campers.  Participants will 
grow in their own faith and leadership abilities 
while learning to be a camp counselor. Those 
who do well and enjoy the counselor experience 
may be asked to return as junior counselors dur-
ing other weeks of camp.  If you think you would 
like to be a camp counselor, this camp is for you.  
Register today to join Skip Burgess for CIT Camp 
2016.  Campers who attended CIT camp last year 
may attend again this year.  The servant leader-
ship material is different each year and designed 
to help you grow in your own faith and leadership 
abilities.  Week June 26 - July 2

Camp Jump
Join Rev. Rick Atchley as we take a short jump 
into camping with three days and nights at Camp 
Jump.  We will participate in worship, Bible study, 
paddle boating, swimming, rock climbing, crafts, 
songs, and games. We will make new friends as 
we learn about Jesus’ quest for us and our quest 
for Him. Come, jump into the fun at Camp Jump! 
Week June 26 - July 2

Discovery Camps
Designed for our youngest campers, these camps 
are short on time but long on fun!  Emily Schmidt 
will be joining us again in 2016 as the dean of 
Discovery Camps. Emily’s love for children is 
exceeded only by her love of God and we are 
excited that she is joining us for Discovery Camps 
I and II this summer! There will be traditional 
camp activities like Bible study, swimming, fish-
ing, paddle boating, hiking, crafts, and silly songs 
and games.  Campers will explore who they are in 
God’s creation and, at the end of the camp, we are 
sure they will be talking about coming back next 
summer.  Week July 5 - 9

John Wesley Camp
Little Grassy is excited to bring back an old fa-
vorite with some new twists! Donna Roth will be 
leading us in activities and Rev. Larry Gilbert will 
be directing spiritual formation at John Wesley 
Camp. Mornings will be filled with devotions, 
intentional Bible studies, and small group activi-
ties, while afternoons will be filled with camp 
fun, crafts, swimming, paddle boating, canoeing, 
hiking, songs, and games. Evenings will be filled 
with worship and fun. Join Donna and Pastor 
Larry in finding out who we are in Jesus through 
the traditional camp experience of John Wesley 
Camp.  Week July 5 - 9

Girls Empowered
Little Grassy is excited to be offering Girls Empow-
ered Camp again in 2016!  Whether you are an 
introvert or an extrovert, love glitter, or prefer to 
play in the dirt, this ALL GIRL camp will empower 
you to be who God created you to be.  Under the 
leadership of Kelsey Ross and the spiritual direc-
tion of Rev. Carrie Carnes, we will learn how to live 
a life that is empowering to ourselves and to oth-
ers and how to use Christ’s example to empower 
the world along the way. Week July 5 - 9

Horsepower
Come to Horsepower Camp to experience the 
power of God through the power of horses.  At 

this camp, we will grow in perfecting our faith as 
we work on perfecting our riding skills. We will be 
riding at Giant City Stables but will be participat-
ing in worship, Bible study, crafts, and swimming 
at camp. Come; join us at Horsepower Camp for 
a powerful time with some powerful creatures!  
Week July 5 - 9

Jesús Es El Señor (JEES) Camp
Don’t speak Spanish?  No problem!
¿No hablan inglés?  ¡Ningún problema!
JEES camp presents “Living the Sweet Life Camp 
2016”

In this camp we will feature gum, cotton candy, 
taffy, jelly beans, chocolate, and much more. We 
will learn life lessons about worldly temptations, 
growing in Christ, and living for God using some 
of our favorite candies that will remind us of 
the goodness and sweetness of God.  Week July 
10 - 16

p.s. Kids will not be gorging on candy all camp 
long!

Este año el tema de nuestro campamento sera 
“Viviendo una Dulce Vida” donde algunos dulces, 
como el chocolate, las gomitas, algodón de azú-
car, etc. nos ayudaran a entender bases bíblicas.

En este campamento estaremos aprendiendo 
lecciones sobre las tentaciones que el mundo 
ofrece, como podemos crecer en Cristo y como 
debemos vivir para Dios usando algunos de los 
dulces favoritos que nos mostraran la dulzura de 
Dios y como deleitarnos en su Presencia.  Semana 
de Julio 10 - 16

Mission Illinois
Mission Illinois is every middle school and high 
school youth leader’s dream mission trip.  We will 
meet at Little Grassy United Methodist Camp and 
spend the week working on mission projects in 
southern Illinois.  There will be an opportunity to 
join Jesús Es El Señor UMC in putting on a com-
munity VBS, an opportunity to work and minister 
with the residents of Lighthouse Homeless 
Shelter, and opportunities to work on building 
projects at either the SIUC Wesley Foundation 
or at camp.  Mike Savard is leading this camp, so 
all the planning is done for you!  Youth leaders 
need only provide transportation to and from 
the mission sites and chaperones for their youth!  
The cost includes housing, meals, and all mission 
opportunities and fun activities. Rev. Bill Pyatt will 
lead us in morning devotions and evening wor-
ship.  Come join Mike as he leads us in becoming 
the hands and feet of Jesus at Mission Illinois!  
Week July 24 - 30

Climbing Camp
Whether you’re a climber or not you are welcome 
to experience this Climbing Camp.  Experience 
five days of camping and climbing and learn 
how faith intersects with nature and the sport of 
rock climbing.  You’ll leave having learned belay 
techniques, knot and rope systems, climbing 
techniques, and will have a deeper faith because 
of the experience.  Each day Rev. Ethan Carnes 
will take us deep into a curriculum that uses the 
theory and experiences of climbing to grow our 
everyday faith in God. Our faith will also be grown 
through the community-building that will hap-
pen as we camp out and cook our meals at Ferne 
Clyffe State Park.  Come join Pastor Ethan as he 
leads us in finding God through climbing at this 
epic camp!  Week July 24 - 30

Beyond Zebra-Dr. Seuss Camp
Have you ever wondered what would happen 
if the alphabet went beyond the letter Z?  We 
won’t be talking about extending the alphabet at 
Beyond Zebra Camp, but we will be talking about 
what would happen if we went beyond ourselves.  
We will be using Dr. Seuss books, sayings, and 
activities to think about what would happen if we 
stretched ourselves beyond what is comfortable.  

What if we lived like disciples of Jesus? Join Rev. 
Nicole Cox and Dani Wilson as they lead us in 
worship and help us answer the question, “What 
if?” at Beyond Zebra. Week July 31 - August 6

Campers Guide to the Galaxy
Have you ever been to an island looking for trea-
sure but found the island was sinking? Have you 
ever been questing with friends but realized one 
is attempting to betray you? Have you been in 
command of huge armies vying for world domi-
nation? No? Us neither, but in games we are al-
lowed free rein over these stories and more. Every 
game has a lesson to be learned and strategies to 
be made, a lot like life. At this camp, we will dive 
into these situations as well as biblical stories to 
help us build relationships with each other and 
with God. Escape with us into a world of wonder 
and spiritual growth at the Campers Guide to the 
Galaxy.  Week July 31 – August 6

Fueled @ Little Grassy Camp: 
Just for Middle School Students! 
What does camp mean to you?  Worship? Learn-
ing about Jesus?  Meeting new friends? Serving 
God and others? Spending time outside? Good 
food?  

Come to Fueled for all of these things and more! 
Each day we will be Fueled by God’s Word and 
inspiring worship and then sent out into the 
community to serve others at local ministries.  
There will be plenty of time for all of the fun camp 
activities, too: swimming, crafts, volleyball, ga-ga, 
capture the flag, etc.  All of the worship, teaching, 
small groups, service work, and activities will be 
geared for Middle School age students.  Come 
and join us for a camp experience that will fill you 
with the Holy Spirit, inspire you to be more like 
Jesus, and fuel you to be the person God is calling 
you to be. Week of July 31 - August 6

Kamp Kids
This camp is ONLY for children of camp volun-
teers.  We don’t want our camp volunteers to 
miss out on the camp volunteer opportunity 
because there is no one to watch the kids, so we 
are providing a day camp for the children of our 
volunteers. This camp will offer age-appropriate 
camp activities for those children who are too old 
or too young to participate in camps when their 
parents are volunteering.  Children will eat meals 
with their parents and campers and will sleep 
with parents in their cabins at night.  Children 
must register to attend this camp.

Camp Volunteers
At Little Grassy, we love our volunteers!  Since 
1953, we have relied on volunteers to provide 
a quality summer camping program for the 
children and the youth of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference.  Each summer we need volunteer 
counselors, nurses, craft people, child care as-
sistants, kitchen help, and certified lifeguards.  If 
you would like to be a camp volunteer, you must 
complete and return a volunteer application and 
reference forms, which may be found at www.
igrc.org/camping. You must also undergo a 
background check and participate in volunteer 
training prior to camp. Please submit your volun-
teer application and reference forms quickly, as 
your background check must be completed prior 
to receiving your camp registration.

Clergy Volunteers
Since 1953, Little Grassy has depended on clergy 
to ensure a quality summer camping program for 
the children and youth of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference.  We love our clergy volunteers and 
hope you will join us for the summer of 2016!  If 
you are interested in being a clergy volunteer, 
please contact Kim Stuby at kstuby@igrc.org.  
Clergy must submit a volunteer application and 
undergo a background check.

What if we lived like disciples of Jesus? Join Rev. 
Nicole Cox and Dani Wilson as they lead us in 
worship and help us answer the question, “What 
if?” at Beyond Zebra. Week July 31 - August 6
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BEULAH HOLINESS CAMP

Week June 19 - 25

Beulah Youth Institute (BYI)
Grades: 8 – 13
Begins: Sunday, June 19, 3:00 p.m.
Ends: Saturday, June 25, 9:30 a.m.
Dean:  Dave Cole
Email:  drc824@gmail.com
Phone: 618-922-7589
Cost: $225.00  ($25 Discount for early              
registration. $200 if registered and paid in        
full by April 15)
Camp ID: BC233

Beulah Youth Institute (BYI) - 
Adult Sponsor
Age: Adults, approved by dean
Begins: Sunday, June 19, 3:00 p.m.
Ends: Saturday, June 25, 9:30 a.m.
Cost: $85.00 discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC235  

Beulah Youth Institute (BYI) - 
Junior Sponsor
Age: Young Adult 18 - 20, approved by dean
Begins: Sunday, June 19, 3:00 p.m.
Ends: Saturday, June 25, 9:30 a.m.
Cost: $85.00 discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC237  All Junior sponsors must 
be at least three years older than the oldest 
student.

Week of June 26 – July 2

Beulah the Beginning
Grades: 2 – 4
Begins: Friday, July 1, 10:00 a.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 2, 1:30 p.m.
Dean: Lindsay Vollmar
Email: lvollmar@stmatthewumc.org
Phone: 618-397-5994
Cost: $100.00 ($25 Discount for early registration. 
$75 if registered and paid in full by April 15)
Camp ID: BC213

Beulah the Beginning – Adult 
Sponsor
Grade: Adults, approved by dean
Begins: Friday, July 1, 10:00 a.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 2, 1:30 p.m.
Cost: $25.00 discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC215

Beulah the Beginning - Junior 
Sponsor
Grade:  Youth 16 - 18, approved by dean
Begins: Friday, July 1, 10:00 a.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 2, 1:30 p.m.
Cost: $25.00 discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC217

Beulah Bible Camp
Grades: 5 - 7
Begins: Monday, June 27, 9:30 a.m.
Ends: Thursday, June 30, 4:00 p.m.
Dean: Debbie Randoll
Email:  the2drs@hotmail.com 
Phone:  618-889-2809

Cost: $180.00 ($25 Discount for early               
registration. $155 if registered and paid in       
full by April 15)
Camp ID: BC223

Beulah Bible Camp - Adult 
Sponsor 
Grades: Adults, approved by dean
Begins: Monday, June 27, 9:30 a.m.
Ends: Thursday, June 30, 4:00 p.m.
Cost: $50.00 discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC225

Beulah Bible Camp - Junior 
Sponsor 
Grades: Youth 16 - 18, approved by dean
Begins: Monday, June 27, 9:30 a.m.
Ends: Thursday, June 30, 4:00 p.m.
Cost: $50.00 discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC227

Week of July 10 - 16

Beulah Jr. High Alive
Grades: 6 – 8
Begins: Tuesday, July 12, 10:30 a.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 16, 11:00 a.m.
Dean:  Kathryn Schoenbaechler 
Email:  klshannon12@yahoo.com
Cost: $180.00 ($25 Discount for early               
registration. $155 if registered and paid in         
full by April 15)
Camp ID: BC243

Beulah Jr. High Alive - Adult 
Sponsor
Ages: Adults, approved by dean
Begins: Tuesday, July 12, 10:30 a.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 16, 11:00 a.m.
Cost: $75.00 discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC245

Beulah Jr. High Alive - Junior 
Sponsor
Grades: 11 - 12, approved by dean
Begins: Tuesday, July 12, 10:30 a.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 16, 11:00 a.m.
Cost: $100.00 ($25 Discount for early registration. 
$75 if registered and paid in full by April 15)
Camp ID: BC248

Week of July 29 – August 2

Beulah Holiness Camp
Grades: All ages
Begins: Friday, July 29, 7:30 p.m.
Ends: Friday, August 5
Questions: Contact Ruby Joy Bronke
7651 Farmers Mkt. Rd.
Tamaroa, IL 62888
Phone: 618-318-6322
Email: rubyjoyb@earthlink.net

Beulah Listings

Camp 
Descriptions
Beulah Youth Institute (BYI)
Beulah Youth Institute is a unique summer 
camp in many ways.  It is not the ameni-
ties that draw people to the camp ground 
at Eldorado each summer. You won’t find a 
lake, scenic views, or a beach.  But for one 
week Beulah Youth Institute totally im-
merses young people in the power of the 
Gospel through worship, Bible study, music, 
recreation, small groups, and various other 
activities.   We’ll have a lot of fun at camp.  
But it’s all prayerfully planned to provide 
students an opportunity to experience God 
and to deepen their relationship with Him.  
Week June 19 - 25

Beulah the Beginning
Calling all “Happy Campers” to join us for 
Beulah the Beginning Camp 2016!  It’s going 
to be another awesome camping experience 
full of eight Bible stories like you’ve never 
heard them before.  Join us as we catch 
some fish, set up our tents, take a hike, sing 
campfire songs, and tell campfire stories 
as we learn how to keep the fire going for 
Jesus!  Your kids will be captivated through 
hands-on Bible stories, energetic games, and 
creative crafts, movie night in the Tabernacle, 
wild & wacky water games, and meaningful 
worship.  We hope you’ll join us on our ad-
venture as we learn to follow His way!  Week 
June 26 – July 2 

Beulah Bible Camp
Beulah Bible Camp is a four day and three 
night camp designed especially for students 
who are entering 5th, 6th and 7th grades.  
Our theme this year is “I Wanna Be Like Jesus.”  
We have an exciting camp planned with wor-
ship, Bible studies, games, crafts, and high-
energy fun outdoor recreation. We will also 
have special evening activities and devotions 
each night of camp.  Come prepared to make 
new friends and renew old friendships from 
previous camps.  Join us for the most exciting 
week of your summer!  Week June 26 – July 2

Beulah Jr. High Alive
Please plan on joining us for an exciting time 
at Beulah Jr High Alive! We will be exploring 
scriptures, learning how to have a closer walk 
with Jesus, worshipping in song and messag-
es as well as participating in seminars, crafts, 

and outdoor activities.  And of course, we will 
be going swimming again this year - can you 
say ‘CANNON BALL!!!’??  Week July 10 - 16

Beulah Holiness Camp
Beulah Holiness Camp begins with the eve-
ning service at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, July 29th, 
and ends with the final service on Friday, Aug 
5th.  No meals will be served on Friday the 
29th.

This historic and intergenerational camp 
offers a diversity of programs for people of all 
ages with an emphasis on the proclamation 
of scriptural holiness. Holiness Camp lends a 
spiritual retreat setting and has done so since 
1903.  It also provides a contemporary Gospel 
message in an historic setting.  Age-specific 
programs are available for children, youth, 
college and career young adults, and older 
adults.  The youth program will officially kick 
off Saturday, July 30th.  Activities for junior 
high and high school students will include 
worship time with ministry team, Christian 
teaching, awesome recreation with others, as 
well as fantastic mission opportunities and 
community outreach.

What are Sponsors and Junior 
Sponsors?
Sponsors at Beulah are adults (at least age 18 
and three years older than the oldest camper) 
who have been approved in advance by the 
dean of the camp and who serve as assistants 
to core staff.  

Junior Sponsors are youth (ages 16 - 18 
and at least three years older than the old-
est camper) who have been approved in 
advance by the dean of the camp and who 
serve as assistants to core staff.  Additional 
requirements, including references, may ap-
ply according to camp.

All staff, volunteer and paid (includes spon-
sors of all ages), must submit a volunteer 
form, available at www.igrc.org/camping, and 
participate in training prior to camp.  Persons 
18 and over must also undergo a background 
check.  Submit a volunteer form to “Camping, 
P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207” 
well in advance but no later than May 31st.  
Please check with the dean of the camp for 
training dates. 
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Important Registration Information for 2016
SUBMITTING REGISTRATION FORM:

• Register Online:  It’s quick and easy to register 
for camp by going to www.igrc.org/camping and 
completing the online registration, open after 
January 10.  

• Download the Registration Form:  You may 
also download the registration form from www.
igrc.org/camping, fill it out by hand, and send it 
completed to the camp office.

• Ask Us to Send the Registration Form to You: 
Call the camp office (217.529.3007), and we’ll mail 
the form to you.

• NOTE:  Those who are registering for family or 
adult/child camps must complete a separate 
registration for each participant.

PAYMENTS AND DEPOSITS:
• Deposit:  A minimum registration deposit of $50 

per camp, per person, is required.  Balance is due 
3 weeks prior to the start of camp. NOTE: To receive 
the early bird fee – full payment and registration 
must be received April 15.

• Credit Card Payments:  Credit cards (Master Card 
and Visa) are accepted.  If you register online there 
is a place to include your credit card information.  
If you register through the mail, you must com-
municate the card information on the registration 
form.  Credit card payments are not accepted over 
the phone.  NOTE:  A 3% transaction fee is added 
to the amount charged.

• Payments by Check:  Please make your check 
payable to “IGRC” and mail it to:

IGRC Camping Office
PO Box 19207
Springfield, IL  62794-9207

Be sure to note the camper’s name and camp 
number on all checks. For proper credit, checks 
must be sent to the Springfield camping office. 
Please do not take payment to the campsite.

EMAIL ADDRESSES AND RECEIPT OF 
REGISTRATION CONFIRMATION:
The camping ministry continues to try to keep the 
cost of camp affordable. One way we lower the cost is 
through the use of email.  If you have an email address, 
we ask that you provide it to us on the registration. By 
providing an email address, you will shortly receive a 
confirmation letter with an All-in-One Medical Record 
and Permission Form attached.  Other forms specific to 
a camp (e.g., a dean’s letter and/or camp site infor-
mation letter) may be downloaded from the www.
igrc.org/camping website. If an email address is not 
provided, you will receive your confirmation letter 
and All-in-One Medical Record and Permission Form 
through the postal service approximately two weeks 
after processing. If you have any questions regarding 
the information received, or if it is in any way incorrect, 
please contact us immediately. We work very hard to 
make the check-in process go as smoothly as possible 
for all campers.

ALL-IN-ONE MEDICAL RECORD AND PER-
MISSION FORM:
The All-in-One Medical Record and Permission Form 
must be completed in full and be presented at the 
camp upon checking in.  This health form will be 
included with a confirmation of the camp registration.  
It is also available on the website under Downloadable 
Forms & Resources or by calling the camping office.  
Please do not mail the All-in-One Form to the camping 
office.  It must be delivered directly to the camp on 
the day of arrival.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:
Registration deadline is 3 weeks prior to the start of 
camp. Registrations received less than 3 weeks before 
the start of camp must be approved by the camp of-
fice or camp dean. 

CANCELLATION POLICY:
In all cases, an attempt will be made to reschedule 
a camper into another week of camp. The parent 
or guardian of the camper must submit a request for 
cancellation in writing to the Springfield Camping Office.  
Refunds for health reasons are available upon request.  
Full refunds will not be made after the start of camp. If 
it is not possible to reschedule the camper, the cancel-
lation refund policy is as follows:

45 days prior to camp ...........Full refund
31-44 days prior to camp ....Refund of 80%
30 days prior to camp ...........No refund. Emergencies
 will be negotiated.

GRADES/CABINMATE REQUESTS:
The grade listed in the brochure is the grade the 
camper will be entering in the fall of 2016. We will do 
our best to honor cabinmate requests provided the 
request is made by both campers. We also believe that 
there is great value in encouraging campers to make 
new friends. Please call or email if you have any ques-
tions.

CAMPER INSURANCE:
Insurance for registered campers is provided through 
the IGRC accidental insurance program. This is a 
supplemental policy.  The participant’s own health 
insurance is the primary coverage for the camper.  

Choose Your Price Again This Year
In 2016 each camper (or whoever is paying the bill) 
will again have three prices to choose from.  The rea-
son for this tiered pricing is three-fold:  1) it acknowl-
edges that families are differently gifted, 2) it educates 
as to the actual cost of the camp program, and 3) it 
presents opportunities for second-mile giving to the 
camping ministry. 

Here are the levels you will find in the information 
about each camp:

• Tier One:  Assisted Cost
At this level the summer camp program is funded 
in part by conference apportionments.  Appor-
tionments are fair-share contributions from local 
churches to support a number of connectional 
costs, including camping and retreat ministries.  We 
are blessed to have local churches that pay their ap-
portionments in full!

• Tier Two:  Actual Cost
This tier represents the true cost of the summer 
camp program.  The Actual Cost covers everything 
from food to electricity, pool chemicals, summer 
staff, and gas for the tractor that pulls the hayrack, 
routine site maintenance, and so on.  The only 
things it doesn’t cover are costs related to admin-
istration and marketing, which are covered by 
apportionments. 

• Tier Three:  Actual Plus
This tier is best understood as second-mile giving 
and is generally $25 greater than the Actual Cost.  
This tier allows campers to invest in the enhance-
ment and expansion of program and facilities.  This 
gift is automatically routed into the Advance Special 
for that camp site and will be used for needed 

things such as building improvements, new mat-
tresses for bunks, new (used) camp vehicles and 
large equipment, and other planned and unplanned 
items not included in the annual budget.  Donations 
over and above the $25 are more than welcome.

Early Bird Discount!
If you register and pay in full by April 15, 2016 you 
may deduct $25 from the cost of whatever pricing tier 
you pick.  Online registration for this discount will end 
at 11:59 p.m. on April 15 and postmarks will be used to 
determine if the April 15 deadline was met for those 
registering and/or paying by mail.  NOTE:  Payment “in 
full” includes any contribution your church will make 
toward the cost of the camp.

Scholarship Support
It is the dream of Camping and Retreat Ministries 
that no child is kept from summer camp because of 
cost.  In cases where Tier One: Assisted Cost is still 
overwhelming, a camper may apply for scholarship aid 
from the IGRC Camping Scholarship Fund.  To apply for 
financial aid, go to www.igrc.org/camping and click 
on “Downloadable Forms and Resources, Scholarship 
Application,” complete the form prior to registering for 
the camp, and send it to IGRC Camping, PO Box 19207, 
Springfield, IL  62794-9207.  Applicants will be advised 
of the scholarship status and amount as soon as pos-
sible after the form is received.

FAQ’s About Prices:
Q-1:  Do I really get to pick my price?  Is there a 
hitch? 
A-1:  Yes to the first question and no to the second.

Q-2:  Does the price I pay impact the quality of my 
camper’s experience?  If I pay less, do I get less?  
A-2:  No.  All campers receive the same benefits from 
camp.  No one knows about your choice of pricing 
except the people who do accounting in the Spring-
field office.

Q-3:  If I miss the Early Bird deadline, am I still eli-
gible for a discount?
A-3:  No.  Asking us to make exceptions isn’t fair to 
those who make the deadline; and, honestly, it creates 
stress for those managing registrations.  No one likes 
to say “no.” 

Q-4:  How are the prices for camps figured?
A-4:  There are a zillion variables that need to be con-
sidered when pricing.  Here are just a few of them:  

1. the nature of the program (e.g., horse pro-
grams are more costly than art programs)

2. the age of the campers (younger children need 
more staff)

3. the degree to which the camp is supported by 
volunteers (volunteerism reduces the price of 
camps)

4. the type of lodging (cabins are less expensive 
than air-conditioned lodges)

5. projections of summer attendance (our best 
calculations are still guesses)

6. size of group (the larger the group the lesser 
the cost per camper)

7. location of the camp (costs vary regionally)

8. state of the economy
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TRAVELING CAMPS
Middle School Summer Experience
Grades: 5 - 8
Deans: Rex Hendrix, Shalom Renner, John Hauck
Email:  rexhendrix@mac.com
Phone: 309-826-9138
Price: $95.00 per week – discount not applicable

A “camptreat” (camp-retreat) is an experience of games, crazy activities, 
creative exciting worship, and great fellowship opportunities with new 
friends. Each camptreat will be based at a local UMC for meals and lodging 
with swimming and some games at nearby facilities. Come and grow in your 
Christian faith and you will leave saying: “I never thought I would do that 
at church!” Camptreat will be offered at the following locations around our 
conference with some additional sites still being arranged.

Camp ID: TG955 Week 1
Begins:  Monday, June 20, 9:00 a.m.
Ends: Thursday, June 23, 7:00 p.m.
Carlinville United Methodist Church

Camp ID: TG955 Week 2
Begins:  Monday, June 27, 9:00 a.m.
Ends: Thursday, June 30, 7:00 p.m.
Metropolis United Methodist Church

Camp ID: TG955 Week 3
Begins:  Monday, July 11, 9:00 a.m.
Ends: Thursday, July 14, 7:00 p.m.
Paxton United Methodist Church

Camp ID: TG955 Week 4
Begins:  Monday, July 18, 9:00 a.m.
Ends: Thursday, July 21, 7:00 p.m.
TBA

Camp ID: TG955 Week 5
Begins:  Monday, July 25, 9:00 a.m.
Ends: Thursday, July 28, 7:00 p.m.
TBA

Camp ID: TG955 Week 6
Begins:  Monday, August 1, 9:00 a.m.
Ends: Thursday, August 4, 7:00 p.m.
TBA

Begins:  Monday, July 11, 9:00 a.m.
Ends: Thursday, July 14, 7:00 p.m.
Paxton United Methodist Church
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“Glory in his holy name; 
let the hearts of those 

who seek the Lord rejoice.”
 –  I Chronicles 16:10 

“For everyone who asks, receives. 
Whoever seeks, finds. 

And to everyone who knocks, 
the door is opened.”

 – Matthew 7:8 

Become a spiritual champion servant leader at Champ Camp. Through games, worship, devotions, les-
sons, and guided leadership activities, high school youth will have the opportunity to develop skills and 
gifts as servant leaders for Christ. Youth successfully completing training will continue to be mentored 
as they serve as assistant leaders for Middle School Summer Experience at Carlinville UMC.  Spiritual 

Champ Camp will be based at Carlinville UMC (high school youth may take a break from training Sat-
urday afternoon – Sunday evening for Father’s Day with prior approval). After completion of training, 

youth may be invited to serve as assistant leaders for additional sessions of Middle School Summer 
Experience at various locations in our conference. Additional servant leadership weeks cost $75 

for the first additional week and $50 per week for each week thereafter. Each additional week 
for servant leaders begins 4:00 p.m. Sunday afternoon and ends at noon on Friday.

Spiritual Champ Camp
Grades: 9 – 13
Begins:  Wednesday, June 15, 6:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 24, 6:00 p.m.
Deans: Rex Hendrix, Shalom Renner, John Hauck

Email:  rexhendrix@mac.com
Phone: 309-826-9138
Price: $200.00 – discount not applicable
Camp ID: TG950
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Epworth Camp moving 
into a new future

LOUISVILLE – The clouds parted in Louisville Oct. 
4 just in time for the closing worship service celebrating 
the ministry of Epworth United Methodist Camp, held in 
the camp’s outdoor worship area.

The parting seemed a strong metaphor for this camp-
site which will be moving to a new future in 2016.

Conference evangelist, the Rev. Matt Henson encour-
aged the 115 people gathered  to celebrate the ministry 
and to say “good-bye.”  “We also need to look forward.  
Contracts have been signed for a new place.  Jesus is what 
Epworth is about, not property,” he said. 

Rev. Tim Pearce of Bridgeport-Petrolia UMCs filled 
in the details about plans for next summer’s camps—
Generations, Fledgling, Junior Camp, and Senior High 
Institute.  The traditional Epworth Camp programs, 
renamed “Epworth Journey,” will be held at Camp Durley, 
a Free Methodist Camp just north of Greenville.  At that 
new location campers will enjoy a game room packed with 
game options; a lake, canoes, paddle boats, and water toys; 
basketball and volleyball courts; a team’s trail, low ropes, 
and a zip line.  Overnight facilities are also modern and 
clean, and the dining room is big.

The camping office announces that the Camp Durley 
opportunity will be included in the summer camp guide 
(see page 13 of this issue of The Current).  All or at least 
some funding for the program aspects of the camp will be 
provided by Camping and Retreat Ministries by reallocat-
ing funds previously poured into property maintenance at 
the three closing camps.  The balance of the camps’ costs 
will be paid by modest camper fees.  Other groups are 
encouraged to apply for similar grants.

The service was bittersweet as several individuals re-
called the impact Epworth Camp has had upon their lives. 

Sally York, an active member of Walk to Emmaus and 
one of several to share stories during the service, compared 
her experience of grief to that of Emmaus pilgrims at the 
end of a weekend.  “Many arrive feeling very anxious,” she 
said, “and we tell them that each day will be better than 
the day before.  By the time Sunday rolls around you won’t 
want to leave.”  Of her almost 25 years at Epworth Camp 
she said, “This is Sunday, and I’m not ready to leave.”

Alexis Smith, daughter of Rev. Mark Smith of 
Colchester-Hills Grove UMCs, shared what she thought 
was best called a eulogy.  “I accepted Christ here,” she said.  
“I learned about life here.  I discovered my call to service 
here.”  Drawing on Isaiah 40:8, Alexis told the gather-

ing that, while she was 
initially angry with the 
annual conference’s deci-
sion to close the camp, 
she found comfort in 
Isaiah 40:8—“The grass 
dries up; the flower with-
ers, but our God’s word 
will exist forever.”

A glimpse of 
Epworth’s history was 
offered by Rev. Sam Tot-
ten, who began attending 
Epworth in 1949.  At 
that time, he said, it was 
called Olney District 
Camp and consisted of 
about four acres.  

“We met in a big 
tent wrapped in cheese-
cloth to keep the bugs 
out.”  He remembered 
how many volunteers—lay and clergy—dedicated years 
and years to the camp and how a number of campers 
accepted calls to be pastors and leaders in their local 
churches.  Quoting John 3:16, he reminded the congrega-
tion that the ministry of Epworth was all about Christ and 
preparing campers not only for heaven, but for living faith-
fully in the world now.

Reminiscing about his early days at Epworth Camp, 
Rev. Brad Henson noted that “the evangelists wore suits, 
and campers brought two sets of clothes for camp—one for 
play and the other for dressing up for worship.”  

“All my kids accepted Christ here and accepted a call 
to ministry,” he said. He reflected that the impact of Ep-
worth’s ministry on his whole family has enabled the spirit 
of the camp to be felt all over Illinois and beyond even the 
borders of the USA.  “The camp will live forever all over 
the world,” he said.

Through an experience of closing down a business in 
which he and his wife, Donna, had invested heart and soul, 
Brad learned that sometimes endings are new beginnings.  
He pointed out that the book of Genesis tells us that God 
created everything out of nothing.  “And God isn’t done 
creating yet,” he added.  “God says to us on this occasion, 
‘I’m trying to do a new thing; I want to do a new thing.’”

Matt Henson spoke of healings he had wit-
nessed in the tabernacle as well as radical transfor-
mations.  He called Epworth his “wrestling mat” as 
he grappled with his call to ministry.

Like so many others, Matt was initially angry 
that Epworth would be closed.  “Then,” he said, “God 
got hold of me.”  Matt went on to draw on the Gen-
esis story of Abraham and Sarah who were called by 
God to leave everything behind and go to the place 
God would show them.  They were blessed because 
of their faith and courage.

 His voice cracking at times, Gary Gray, an ac-
tive member of Walk to Emmaus, stated that his eyes 
were opened at Epworth.  He and his wife worked 
on Chrysalis weekends.  They saw their daughter 
commit to Christ here.  He saw his “son give his life 

to the Lord in the tabernacle.”
Pearce credited Epworth for planting seeds for his 

now 35-year marriage to his wife Cheri.  He also celebrated 
the contribution of Cody Sparks, an Eagle Scout candidate 
at the time, whose project made their gathering in a beau-
tiful outdoor worship area possible.  

Theresa Coker told how Epworth will always be 
special to her because it was there that she reaffirmed her 
baptism, which was originally gifted to her by the Roman 
Catholic Church.  “I wanted to be immersed and consid-
ered several options, including a river.  We just never got 
around to it.” Then one summer when she arrived at camp, 
she discovered that the swollen Little Wabash River had 
flooded right up to the boundary of the camp, and she 
decided the time was right.  When she talked with Tim 
Pearce about it, he affirmed it could be done and said, “You 
are special.  Instead of you going to the river, the river 
came to you.”

Quoting Jeremiah 29:11, Coker concluded her story-
telling with these words of hope:  “I know the plans I 
have in mind for you, declares the Lord; they are plans for 
peace, not disaster, to give you a future filled with hope.”

Rev. Gary Pearce tied the whole service together by 
offering a greeting, opening prayer, introductions for guest 
speakers, and a benediction.  Tim Price of Harvest Minis-
try Team led music.  The congregation received commu-
nion as the service ended and the encouragement, “Give 
God freedom to do what he wants to do.  All needs can be 
met by Christ.”

“The grass dries up; the flower withers, but 
our God’s word will exist forever.” – Isaiah 40:8

“The camp will  
live forever all   
over the world.” 

– Rev. Brad Henson

Camp Closings

“I learned 
about life here. 
I discovered my 
call to service 
here.” – Alexis Smith
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Camp Closings

Jensen Woods service 
filled with thanksgiving
TIMEWELL – “We came out here to bless the children, but instead we were 
blessed by them.”

These were the words of Rev. Sheri Renner to the congregation that gathered 
in Roselyn Jensen Memorial Chapel on October 18 for the Jensen Woods 
closing service.  Sheri is the pastor of Pleasant Grove and Paloma UMCs.  

Even though most who attended brought hearts heavy with grief, thanksgiv-
ing was the focus of the service.  

Several had been asked to prepare testimonies about their experiences at 
Jensen Woods over the years.  Rev. Clyde Snyder, who has been active at 
Jensen Woods since its founding, said that he would remember most of all 
the work to develop the camp.   Improvements were made possible, he said, 
by many who contributed, some of whom never even saw the camp.  He also 
celebrated the number of leaders-- clergy and laity-- who have been formed 
and equipped through its summer program over the years.

After reading Psalm 8, Rachel Wright gave thanks for all the influential people 
she met at summer camp who helped her to discern her call.  Rachel first 
attended Jensen Woods as a camper.  She passed 
through the Counselor-in-Training (CIT) program 
and eventually became a member of the summer 
staff.  

Rev. Gary Livesay, who led the service, shared that 
25 years ago he brought his son to a weekend horse 
camp.  Before he knew it, he was leading a camp 
himself.  He also expressed gratitude for the retreat 
space Jensen Woods has provided to children at 
Chaddock in Quincy, where Gary has served as 
chaplain since 1989.  Gary, who also served as 
Jensen Woods’ site committee chairperson for a 

number of years, stated that he wished he could have 
done more to contribute to the camp’s wellness.  He also 
expressed hope that the ministry will go on.  

Grace Ashbrook, who had attended Jensen Woods from 
the time she was old enough for camp, shared that the 
camp contributed in many ways to her life, including op-
portunities to be equipped for servant leadership in the 
church.  She stated that she had made many friends along 
the way, including her husband, and that she had too 
many fond memories to share in a short time.  

A high point for Grace was a foot-washing service ending a 
stressful week of staff training and led by Bob Dykman, site 
and program manager at Jensen Woods for many years.  

“What really stands out to me about this experience was 
the careful, spirit-led process in which newly-acquainted 
staff selected whose feet to wash,” Ashbrook said. “At the 
age of 17 I sat anxiously, hoping I wouldn’t be the last one 
picked-- praying that this popularity contest wouldn’t 
leave me the least desirable.  But, what unfolded was 
amazing.  I witnessed over and over staff washing the feet 

of those they connected with the least.  Conflict, irri-
tations, and frustrations seemed to be washed away 
with each cleansed foot. The result was a message, 
not just of servanthood, but of repair and reconcilia-
tion.  Truly, a message of hope.” 

Along with Rev. Danny Wright, who had attended 
and led camps at Jensen Woods from childhood, 
Rev. Sheri Renner led the congregation in camp 
songs.  Sheri served as chaplain for a number of 

years, and expressed the hope that in the Spirit the ministry would go on.                                                                                                                     

In a spontaneous litany of thanksgiving, worshippers mentioned finding 
acceptance, a second family, wonderful experiences for children, meeting 
Christ, “real camping” (referring to the camp’s primitive model), transforma-
tion of lives, and play as experiences prompting gratitude.  Even “Red-Eye” 
was mentioned-- a legendary and mysterious character who inhabited the 
camp.

Livesay led the congregation to a time of communion with the story of Jesus 
becoming known to the travelers on the road to Emmaus in the breaking of 
bread.  He reminded all that Jesus walks with us, also, in the midst of confu-
sion, which some might be feeling in the present time.

Doug and Debbie Tenhouse, cousins of Roselyn Jensen, were among the 42 
persons present.

Word to Hymn of Promise, shared by Grace Ashbrook, summarized the hope-
ful spirit of many as they left:

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 
There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

“We came out here 
to bless the children, 
but instead we were 
blessed by them.” 

– Rev. Sheri Renner

“What unfolded was amazing. I witnessed 
over and over staff washing the feet of those 
they connected with the least.” – Grace Ashbrook
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Living Springs celebrates
its 87 years of ministry
LEWISTOWN – When Tristan Goodlow said, “It’s 
God’s path, and I’m OK with it,” she captured the 
sentiments of many of the 160 persons in atten-
dance at the Living Springs Closing Celebration on 
Sunday, Nov. 8.  

Rev. Rex Hendrix, pastor of Carlinville UMC and a 
longtime leader of Servant Leadership Training 
and Summer Games, agreed.  “At first I didn’t want 
to come today.  It felt like a death.”  He went on to 
describe how he worked through the stages of 
grief to a point of acceptance and added, “Christ is 
not confined to these walls or this ground. Christ 
lives in us.”  

Remembering the way God had transformed the 
site itself over years set the stage for a hopeful 
tone to the time of worship and added some levity 
as well.

The gushing spring of water which has shaped so 
much of the site’s history was discovered after a 
dowser in 1904 predicted that oil could be found 
under Lewistown.  The Depler farm northwest of 
town was identified as the ideal place for drilling.  
Oil was not discovered at the bottom of the shaft, 
however, but instead an artesian spring of sulfur-
water that soared to 40 feet high when initially 
tapped.  

In this flowing fountain James Depler saw an op-
portunity to build a spa, Depler Springs, which 
soon became a large swimming pool, and by 1920 
had morphed into a full-blown resort complete 
with bands, dances, ladies of the evening, and 
bootlegging.  Despite all its attractions, the opera-
tion was not a money-maker, and when Depler 
died, became the possession of his mother, a tem-
perance sympathizer.  She offered the land up for 
sale to groups with higher purposes, and in 1928 
it became the property of what was at that time 
The Illinois Conference of the Methodist Protestant 
Church.  The rest is history.

To those gathered at the November 8 service, the 
ground at Living Springs has always been hal-
lowed—a burning bush where campers hear the 
still, small voice of God.  

Tristan Goodlow began attending camp at Living 
Springs when she was a grade-schooler, and for 15 
years she was a part of Servant Leadership Training 
and its seasonal games.  Now a nurse, she dedicat-
ed her life to Christ at Living Springs and answered 
God’s various calls upon 
her life.  She also shared 
that “camp was there 
for me even when my 
family couldn’t.”

Donn Stephens, who 
remembers hiking in 
the rain and sitting in 
the woods listening 
for the voice of God, 

echoed Tristan’s words, saying, “God uses camp 
to put us back together.”  Rev. Russ Smith, retired, 
was shaped by the camp and thanked Rev. Bill 
Jones, also retired, for helping him hear his call to 
ministry.

Rev. John Hauck, pastor of Paxton UMC, a member 
of the Conference Commission on Camping, and 
the leader of the service, read a letter from Stacy 
Ash of Bloomington Wesley UMC, which for years 
has held confirmation classes at the camp in the 
springtime.  In the letter she describes the impact 
of nature and community on young people, and 
affirmed that “God will continue to work in new 
places and new ways.”

Sarah Christy, who as a young person attended 
family camps at Living Springs summer after sum-
mer, was inspired by the site’s healing and acces-
sible setting and her own son’s battle to start cystic 
fibrosis camps.  Sarah’s sister began a Refresh and 
Retreat: Stroke Survivors and Their Caregivers 
camp program that has blossomed into 23 camps 
in 14 states.

Justin and Sarah Hendrix spoke of meeting each 
other at the camp in second grade.  They also 
shared about the love of the people, the blood, 
sweat, and tears, the seeds planted, and the joy of 
being part of it all even though they might never 
see the fruits of their labor.

Rev. Rex Hendrix presided over the communion 
table, reminding the body that Christ dwells in us, 
and we dwell in Christ.  “This is not the end of the 
story.” 

Before reading a prayer of de-consecration of the 
camp, Rev. Tom Logsdon, Director of Connectional 
Ministries stated, “Science tells us that energy can-
not be created or destroyed, it can only be trans-
formed. In the same way, declaring these words 
of de-consecration does not dissipate everything 
God has been doing here, it simply sends that 
energy out through you and me and everyone 
who has been transformed by this sacred place 
as agents of transformation for Jesus Christ in the 
world.”

The service closed with Judith Hauck leading the 
congregation in the singing of Sanctuary and a 
benediction written by Rev. Shalom Renner that 
included this prayer:  “Please, Lord, send your Holy 
Spirit on those who mourn and need your grace.”

wn in every darkness, bringing hope to you 
and me. 

From the past will come the future; what it 
holds, a mystery, 
Unrevealed until its season, something 
God alone can see.

Camp Closings

Mike Eaker retirement celebrated
The closing celebration at Living Springs Camp on Nov. 8 
also offered an opportunity for grateful campers, volun-
teers, and staff at Living Springs Camp to celebrate the 
27 service years of Mike Eaker, who began site manage-
ment at Living Springs (then Epworth Springs) in Janu-
ary 1988 and will retire on Dec. 31.

Mike was remembered by many for his loving care of 
the land, his expertise in maintenance of facilities, his 
ministry with campers and volunteers young and old, 
his humor, practical joking, smile, and never-say-die 
determination to keep the swimming pool operational 
in what became clear was a terminal situation.  

Deb Busby, a former cook and housekeeper who wasn’t 
afraid to tackle any task, described Mike as a great boss 
and friend who touched her life deeply.  All who gave 
testimony to Mike’s service complimented him on his 
passion and presence at the camp and great hospitality 
to all. 

Rev. Alice Shirley, Coordinator of Camping and Retreat 
Ministries, presented Mike with a certificate of thanks 
and a framed painting of a colorful bouquet of flowers 
with the sentiment, “May God bless you and keep you.”

“Christ is not 
confined to these 
walls or this ground. 
Christ lives in us.” 

– Rev. Rex Hendrix
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Russian, Ukrainian women 
seek peace together
BY LINDA BLOOM
NEW YORK (UMNS) – When United Methodist Women co-sponsored a 
celebration last week of a longtime United Nations resolution dedicated to 
women’s roles as peacemakers, the organization had a specific example to 
offer as testimony.

Recently, UMW brought together Russian and Ukrainian women at an 
international location to talk about how to end the conflict between their 
two countries.

That action is very much the essence of U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1325, adopted in 2000 to ensure the full participation of women in the 
prevention, management and resolution of conflict.

Fifteen years later, UMW joined with other organizations in sponsoring an 
Oct. 28-30 peace forum marking the resolution’s anniversary at the United 
Methodist-owned Church Center for the United Nations. 

Adding the voices of women
In a session highlighting the dialogue between women of the Ukraine and 
the Russian Federation, Harriett Jane Olson, UMW’s top executive, noted 
that she had visited with United Methodists in Crimea. “So when the recent 
events started to happen, for me it was personal,” Olson added.

Crimea, a Ukrainian territory, was annexed in March 2014 by the Russian 
Federation, which also has supported separatists in eastern Ukraine. Some 
1.3 million people, many of them women and children, remain displaced 
since the conflict began after Ukraine’s political upheaval in 2013.

When United Methodist Bishop Eduard Khegay of the Eurasia Episcopal Area, 
which includes both Russia and Ukraine, posted a photo on Facebook of 
church leaders in conversation on the conflict, Olson began to wonder how 
the conversation could be broader — and how it could include the voices of 
women.

At a meeting with Khegay and other bishops in Europe, Olson said she 
learned two things: “One, how complicated the relationships are and how 
difficult it was for some of the Orthodox churches to participate at all in the 
conversation, and the second thing was that our other bishops in Europe are 
giving this a high amount of attention.”

Following conversations with women activists at the U.N. Commission on 
the Status of Women meetings in New York last March, the idea of a dialogue 
emerged and the World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations 
became a partner.

The federation has provided humanitarian assistance during the conflict, 
said Martha Kebalo, its main U.N. representative. “At the same time, we have 
been working to raise awareness about the vulnerability of women in the 

militarized context, about the need to have women fairly and adequately 
represented on all levels so they can have really concrete input in to the deci-
sions related to wartime social welfare provisions,” she added.

Talk at grassroots level
Tatiana Dwyer, the UMW executive for global justice, played a key role in 
bringing the dialogue plan to fruition. As a native of the Republic of Georgia, 
which has gone through its own series of conflicts since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, she had a unique perspective.

“What the dialogue really provided … is the space for grassroots women, 
for women activists, to get together and to talk about real issues,” Dwyer 
explained as she moderated the panel.

The dialogue’s two group leaders — Kateryna Levchenko of La Strada 
Ukraine, the International Women’s Rights Center in Kiev, and Natalia 
Khodyreva, an activist, academic and psychologist from St. Petersburg, 
Russia — have known each other since the 1995 Fourth World Conference 
on Women in Beijing, China. They met again during the March U.N. meetings 
in New York.

Khodyreva said some women from Russia “felt helpless” because they failed 
to prevent a war whose status the Russian government has not fully defined. 
“We women are ready to take responsibility to end this war and to prevent 
any more war in the future.”

Even more difficult is that the majority of the Russian public supports the 
government’s role in the conflict. “The truth is that the war has created a 
deep division in Russian society itself,” she noted.

Such a division did not exist during the two-day meeting sponsored by UMW 
and the Ukrainian federation, which Kebalo characterized as “a dialogue 
between broad-minded, good-hearted feminist activist women from two 
different countries which happen to be neighbors, which happen to be in 
conflict.”

Quick to recognize their common ground, the women worked on ideas for 
cooperation.

“We need to develop that direct contact between people, especially to 
support women’s rights activities in Russia,” said Levchenko, who cited the 
importance of Resolution 1325 as a tool for conflict resolution.

“From our daily experience, we know that women’s participation is crucial for 
peacebuilding and conflict resolution,” she stressed. “Women and children 
suffer disproportionately from military actions and its consequences.”

Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia reporter based in New 
York. Follow her at: https://twitter.com/umcscribe or contact her at (646) 
369-3759 or newsdesk@umcom.org

National / Global News

UMC #GivingTuesday 2015 
multiplies mission giving
NEW YORK – On Dec. 1, United Methodists will 
once again come together to support the work of 
Advance projects and missionaries on UMC #Giv-
ingTuesday. And once again, every gift made online 
through The Advance at www.umcmission.org/give 
on Dec. 1, will be matched up to $1 million.

This year consider creating your own team to sup-
port a project that is working in a area you care 
about, such as Hunger and Poverty, Education, or 
Social Justice. For a complete list of projects you and 
your team can support, visit The Advance. (www.
umcmission.org/advance). Please note: this match 
only applied to General Advance Specials, not Con-
ference Advance Specials. Projects like the Making 
Dreams Possible Campaign is a Conference Advance 
Special.

We would love to hear about creative ways in which 
you are raising awareness and money for mis-
sion — especially what you are planning for UMC 
#GivingTuesday. Thank you for your passion as we 
live out God’s mission together. Should you have 

any questions about UMC #GivingTuesday, please 
contact advance@umcmission.org.

Resources can be found at: www.umcmission.org/
giving-tuesday/resources 

Find UMC #Giving Tuesday Banners/Ads, FAQs, im-
pact stories, and links to videos and other resources 
to help you participate in the campaign. 

Use this link (www.umcmission.org/give) to make 
your donation on Dec. 1.  Please note that donations 
made between 12:00 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. Central 
Time (CT) could receive matching funds.

Global Ministries will allocate matching funds dollar 
for dollar up to the first $1 million in gifts to Ad-
vance projects received online on Dec. 1, between 
12:00 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. Central time. A maximum 
of $2,500 per individual gift to a project will be 
dispersed as matching funds. A project may receive 
a maximum of $25,000 in matching funds.

For more information, visit: http://www.umcmis-
sion.org/giving-tuesday/Giving-Tuesday

may disagree on human sexuality, on issues of justice and 
healing.” 

How the statement came about
The African bishops’ statement follows their Sept. 7-11 

meeting in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, that brought them 
together from across the continent. They finalized the state-
ment this week during the active bishops’ learning retreat in 
Lake Junaluska, N.C., Yambasu said. That meeting is closed 
to the press.

Africa’s 13 active bishops and one retired bishop signed 
the statement.

The statement comes at a time when church leaders are 
preparing for General Conference, the denomination’s top 
lawmaking body. The assembly, which typically debates pro-
posals related to human sexuality as well as ways the church 
can address global problems, will meet May 10-20, 2016, in 
Portland, Ore.

The bishops recommended that the 2016 General Con-
ference include daily prayer “for the return of our denomi-
nation to biblical teachings, the unity of the church” as well 
as the end of “global terrorism (remembering the millions of 
refugees) and the cessation of wars around the globe.”

Since the flow of refugees to Europe increased this 
summer, European and U.S. bishops and others have ad-
vocated that these “fellow pilgrims” find welcome in their 
countries.

However, Yambasu said United Methodists can do 
more to address the causes of refugee crisis, namely the in-
stability, poverty and violence that provokes so many to risk 
so much to leave their homes.

“The United Methodist Church is a global church, and 
we are almost on every corner of the globe,” he pointed out. 
“We have networks all over, but we have not been able to 
empower our networks to work within our own countries, 
within our own regions, to begin to address these issues.”
A debate among bishops

In their statement, the African bishops also urge that 
“the Council of Bishops commit to demonstrating their 
shepherding responsibility (1 Peter 5:2-4) by acting consis-
tently with the Holy Bible.”

While bishops roundly support welcoming the so-
journer and join in condemning violence, they are not of 
one mind regarding biblical interpretation, especially with 
regard to LGBT individuals.

The Book of Discipline since 1972 has proclaimed all 
people are of sacred worth but “the practice of homosexual-
ity is incompatible with Christian teaching.”

Debate over that teaching has intensified during the 
past four years as more nations around the globe, including 
the United States, have legalized same-gender civil marriage.

Since 2011, more than 1,000 United Methodist clergy 
have announced their willingness to defy the prohibition 
against performing same-gender weddings. Retired Bishop 
Melvin G. Talbert officiated at a same-sex union in 2013, and 
subsequently faced a complaint under church law that was 
resolved at the beginning of this year.

At the same time, homosexual acts are criminalized in 
38 of 54 African countries, including most of the 18 African 
countries that potentially could send delegates to the de-
nomination’s top lawmaking body, General Conference.

Some United Methodists have called for the church to 
consider splitting over the debate.

Still, Yambasu said he thinks the church has blown the 
debate on homosexuality out of proportion. He said polyg-
amy is a bigger issue in Africa but that should not dominate 
General Conference either. There are other matters of life 
and death for the church to address, he said.

“We think it’s only legislation that will solve our 
problems, and legislation will not solve all our problems,” he 
said. “We need to come together as brothers and sisters in 
this church to really sit down and look at each others’ face 
and see where God is leading this church and how we can be 
instruments in his hands.”

Brown added that United Methodists are united in a 
commitment to honor the call of Christ. 

“That conversation can get sidetracked by those places 
where we disagree,” he said. “But even in those disagree-
ments, most of us generally agree about most things.”

AFRICAN BISHOPS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Conference News

Christian Response to Violence   
seminar held in Iroquois River District

CHAMPAIGN – Fifty people from Iroquois 
River District attended the seminar, A Christian 
Response to Violence, Oct. 17 at Champaign Faith 
UMC.

Members of the IGRC Task Force that devel-
oped the curriculum were the featured presenters, 
including Miley Palmer, Gene Mace, and Mary 
Kay Mace. Opening and closing worship was led 
by Sheryl Palmer, assisted by Janet Eggleston, 
Shane Smith, with readings and music by the host 
church’s volunteers.  

Curriculum topics highlighted in discus-
sion groups included “God and Violence in the 
Biblical Story,” “Fear and Violence,” “Helping 
Our Children Feel Safe and Secure,” “Safety Starts 
at Home,” and “Help to Make a Safe Church.”  
Groups discussed questions such as “How do you 
understand the Biblical passages attributing vio-
lence to God?” and “Are there ways of resistance 
that do not involve violent actions?’” and “What 
are some ways we can teach our children and 

youth to overcome destructive fears?” Participants 
received curriculum packets to take back to their 
home churches, with encouragement to continue 
the conversations with their local Sunday School 
classes, study groups, and seminars.

 “A great experience of educating us in refer-
ence to gun violence,” said one of the seminar 
participants. “(I) appreciated family sharing their 
personal experiences.”

Co-sponsors of the district event were the 
Methodist Federation for Social Action, Urbana 
Wesley UMC Social Action Ministry, and Cham-
paign Faith UMC. The Iroquois District office 
provided support and the IGRC Board of Church 
& Society providing funding assistance.

MFSA has offered to assist other districts 
who would like to invite the Task Force to present 
a similar seminar in their district. Curriculum 
materials are available at: www.igrc.org/violence. 
Contact Miley Palmer at mjp1959@sbcglobal.net 
for scheduling.

United Methodist Student 
Day offering Nov. 29
Across the country, the people of The United 
Methodist Church are serving the people God 
loves in Jesus’ name. We’re doing it at home, 
but so often we’d like to do more.

• We want to serve those in other places 
who are suffering.

• We want to offer spiritual words of 
hope and life.

• And we want to be well-equipped to 
do both!

But the reality for most of us is that our re-
sponsibilities—home, family, work—don’t 
allow us to engage with every need we’d like 
to meet.

Right now there are UMC young people—
who might not have had the resources to 
attend a school of their choice, or, for some, 
any school at all—who’ve been sent by you 
into the world God loves because of your giv-
ing to United Methodist Student Day. When 
you give generously you are support these 
students as they prepare for a life that unites 
faith with knowledge.

What no one person or congregation can do 
alone, we’re doing together.

Nurturing Christian Leaders 
Like Ricky Blue
The son of two addicted parents, Ricky Blue 
had grown up without much hope for a fu-
ture. But when Ricky’s church family—Loui-

siana’s Luling UMC—raised $4000 for Ricky 
to begin college, hope was born. Then, the 
Gift of Hope Scholarship, made possible only 
by your generous giving to United Methodist 
Student Day, allowed Ricky to continue. Today 
Ricky is a certified candidate for ministry in 
the Illinois-Great Rivers Annual Conference.

What no one person can do, we’re doing 
together.

Together We’re Raising Up     
Gifted Christian Leaders
When you support United Methodist Student 
Day, you make it possible for more students 
like Ricky to serve the world God loves. So 
although you can’t meet every need you’d 
like to, your giving allows members of Christ’s 
body, people like Ricky, to do it in Jesus’ 
name.

To give by mail: Send checks to: GCFA, P.O. 
Box 340029, Nashville, TN 37203. Put United 
Methodist Student Day in the memo area of 
the check.

To give through your local church: Make 
your check payable to your local church, 
designated for United Methodist Student Day. 
The local church will then remit your gift to 
the conference which will forward it to the 
general church.

To give online: Visit https://do-
nate.gcfa.org/FundDetails.
aspx?ID=10000141000110007 

Marie Mitchell: Living so long ‘was just in me, I guess’
(Editor’s note: The following story appeared in the Jackson, 
Mich. Citizen-Patriot newspaper in September 2014 when 
Marie Mitchell, widow of the Rev. Carl Mitchell, celebrated her 
107th birthday. Mrs. Mitchell celebrated her 108th birthday 
on Sept. 2, 2015 and still resides in an assisted living facility in 
Michigan)

BY LEANNE SMITH
Jackson (Mich.) Citizen Patriot

JACKSON, Mich. – She was born the year Oklahoma 
became a state, the first ball was dropped in New 
York’s Times Square to celebrate a new year and music 
first was broadcast by radio.

But at 107, Jackson’s Marie Mitchell will tell you she 
doesn’t feel old now and never has.

Living so long, she said, “was just in me, I guess.”

Mitchell was born Sept. 2, 1907, in southern Illinois. 
Reliable statistics for Jackson County centenarians 
– people who live to be 100 or older – aren’t kept, 
but it’s safe to say Mitchell is one of the oldest living 
people in Jackson County.

She celebrated this year’s milestone quietly with 
family, friends and cupcakes at Jackson’s Summit Park 
Assisted Living Center, where she lives.

“I like cupcakes,” she said. “It was a good celebration.”

While her hearing isn’t as sharp as it once was, her eye-
sight, sense of humor and mind still are. But Mitchell 
said one thing she never thinks about is her age.

“I don’t know how I’ve done it,” she said. “People think 
I’m something, but I just do anything I can do.”

National studies, however, have pointed out several 
characteristics of people like Mitchell who have lived 
long lives. Those said being a woman, living a health-
ful lifestyle, having the ability to handle stress well, 

staying lean and keeping a good attitude have a lot to 
do with longevity.

So does having immediate family members who also 
have reached old age. In Marie’s case, her parents and 
siblings lived well into their 90’s.

“My mom and dad were that way,” she said, “and you 
knind of follow after them, you know.”

To her daughter, Jan Carey, who lives with husband 
Charlie in Spring Arbor, Mitchell is “amazing.”

“I never remember her having the flu or a cold,” Carey 

said. “She’s always been a very strong person, and God 
has made her sweeter as she’s gotten older.”

Mitchell was raised on a farm, where she loved to fish, 
ride horses and climb trees, and where she learned to 
milk cows, cook, sew and garden.

“We ate pretty well,” Mitchell said. “My mother was a 
good cook. I ate anything she put on the table. We 
had a lot of fried chicken. It was my favorite and other 
people’s favorite, too.”

Mitchell also loves ice cream.

“There was hardly a Sunday we didn’t make ice cream,” 
she said. “You couldn’t buy it, so we made it and we 
shared it. Usually, everyone in the neighborhood was 
there.”

Mitchell was one of eight children. In 1925, she mar-
ried Carl D. Mitchell, who served as a Methodist minis-
ter for 40 years. He died in 1982 at age 74.

While raising three daughters, teaching Sunday 
School, working in women’s ministry service and 
helping her husband with home and hospital visits 
to congregation members, Mitchell also sewed and 
designed clothes.

With her husband and family, Mitchell also traveled 
to more than 40 states, as well as Mexico, Canada and 
England. She once met President Harry Truman and 
presidential candidate Thomas Dewey.

After surviving a serious accident and extensive sur-
gery in 1990, Mitchell moved to the Jackson area to be 
closer to Carey and now-deceased daughter Carlene 
Matthews. Mitchell has eight grandchildren, 24 great-
grandchildren and two great-great-grandchildren.

(Reprinted with permission from the Sept. 14, 2014, issue 
of the Jackson Citizen Patriot, www.mlive.com/jackson)
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BY CHRISTA MELAND
Director of Communications
Minnesota Conference

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. – Members of the 2015 
Minnesota Annual Conference session endorsed 
Rev. Dr. David Bard as their episcopal nominee.

Bard, who has been at First United Methodist 
Church in Duluth since 2005, has been in ministry 
for more than 30 years and served in many roles 
within both the Minnesota Annual Conference and 
the General Church.

Bard was a General and Jurisdictional Conference delegate 
in 2000, 2004, 2008, and 2012. He was an episcopal nominee in 
both 2004 and 2008.

“I feel a call in the sense that I have gifts that could be 
helpful to the church at this time as a bishop,” said Bard, who 
is heading the 2016 General and Jurisdictional Conference 
delegation from Minnesota. “I have a good combination of 
relational and strategic and visionary skills—and I have experi-
ence with the church across the world.”

Within the Minnesota Conference, Bard is chair of the 
Episcopacy Committee and the Higher Education Ministry 
Team, and he serves on the Board of Ordained Ministry and 
the Congregational Response Team. He’s also the conference 
parliamentarian. He was a district superintendent from 1998 
to 2005 and spent three years on the Commission on Religion 
and Race.

Within the General Church, Bard serves on the Study on 
Ministry Commission, the Committee on Faith and Order, 
and the North Central Jurisdiction Committee on Episcopacy. 
He has also previously served on the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry, the Commission on General Confer-
ence, and the Commission on Theological Education.

“Leadership matters,” said Bard when asked what type 
of episcopal leader he wants to be. “I’d be very committed as 
a bishop to try to find good leaders for every congregation. 
I would also really like to help a conference identify what it’s 
doing well and build on that—and from there look at places 
where they’d like to grow in new areas. I think it’s important to 
ask churches to look at who they are and their community, and 

identify one or two things they could do differently 
that would make an impact.”

Bard’s leadership in the local church has resulted 
in growth for his congregation. First UMC has 
increased its membership by more than 10 percent 
over the past five years. During that period, the 
church started several outreach ministries—including 
a school mentoring program that a nearby commu-
nity later modeled through a similar program that it 
began.

“I want to meet people where they are,” said Bard. “That 
would be true for me as a bishop as well. To hear where people 
are and to begin there matters.”

Those who have worked closely with Bard say he has 
extensive knowledge of the United Methodist Church, a deep 
and abiding faith, and a commitment to including all people 
and voices.

“David has a big heart for people, for the church, and for 
the mission of the United Methodist Church to be a church 
of open hearts, open minds, and open doors,” said Rev. Cindy 
Gregorson, director of connectional ministries for the Minne-
sota Conference. “His faith is always evident in what he’s doing 
and how he’s leading. He has great integrity and intentionality.”

Gregorson, who served on the Cabinet and the Board of 
Ordained Ministry with Bard, said he is an excellent listener 
and someone who seeks out a variety of perspectives. Addi-
tionally, he has strong people skills and a proven ability to help 
those with different perspectives find common ground.

“He can help people move forward together, and that’s 
needed at this time in the church,” she said.

Rev. Woojae Im, a clergy member of the 2016 Minnesota 
Conference delegation and the pastor of Osseo United Meth-
odist Church, echoed that sentiment.

“He really tries hard to include everyone and make sure 
that even small voices can be heard,” said Im. “He’s a strong 
facilitator—and he’s very devoted to our denomination.”

Faye Christensen, a lay member of the 2016 Minnesota 
Conference delegation, has known Bard for more than a 
decade. She told members of the 2015 conference session that 
Bard has “a deep and abiding spiritual foundation and love 

for God” and “a strong desire to see the church minister to all 
people with acts of compassion and justice.”

Christensen called Bard a “reconciler” and said he helps 
people think through issues and explore how people on the 
periphery will be impacted.

“He’s the best person to lead the church into the future,” 
she said. “He knows our history, and he’s so astute at looking 
toward the future and helping people understand how they can 
come together for the betterment of everybody and the glory 
of God.”

Bard acknowledged that this is both an exciting and chal-
lenging time to be in ministry within the United Methodist 
Church, and he welcomes the opportunity to help the church 
navigate the changes ahead. That includes finding a way for-
ward around the issue of human sexuality.

“I am strongly committed to trying to help the church 
work through this together,” said Bard, who was part of a 
conference team that developed a marriage study guide for 
all Minnesota churches. “At a time when our country is so 
fractured, if we are a model of working amid differences, the 
church can be a strong witness to the power of the gospel. The 
Methodist stream of the Christian tradition, the Wesleyan 
stream, has a lot to offer.”

Bard has a wife, Julie, and three adult children. In his free 
time, he enjoys music, reading, baseball, and walking outside.

About Jurisdictional Conference
Within the United States, The United Methodist Church 

is divided into five jurisdictions (or regions). Every four years, 
the jurisdictional conferences meet to elect new bishops and 
select members of general boards and agencies. The North 
Central Jurisdiction includes the Dakotas, Detroit, East Ohio, 
Illinois Great Rivers, Indiana, Iowa, Minnesota, Northern 
Illinois, West Michigan, West Ohio, and Wisconsin. The 2016 
North Central Jurisdiction Conference will take place from 
July 13-16, 2016 in Peoria, Ill. At least three bishops will be 
elected at that gathering, to succeed the three bishops who 
have so far announced that they will be retiring: Michael 
Coyner of the Indiana Area, John Hopkins of the East Ohio 
Area, and Jonathan D. Keaton of the Illinois Area.

Minnesota Conference endorses 
David Bard’s third run for bishop

Bishop Kiesey announces her retirement in 2016
Announcement sets up the election of four new bishops at NCJ Conference
BY KAY DEMOSS
Michigan Annual Conference

LANSING, Mich. – Bishop Deborah Lieder Kiesey has in-
formed the United Methodist Church Council of Bishops of 
her intent to retire in 2016 at the end of her current four-year 
assignment to the Michigan Area. 

The West Michigan Conference and the Detroit Annual Con-
ference comprise the Michigan Area of The United Methodist 
Church. Together, these annual conferences represent nearly 
900 United Methodist churches and more than 150,000 mem-
bers in Michigan.

In her announcement to the Michigan Area, released on video 
Nov. 5, Bishop Kiesey cited the need to care for her long-term 
physical mobility. 

“As you know, I am a polio survivor, having contracted it as an 
infant,” said Bishop Kiesey. “God has blessed me with plenty of 
energy, so throughout my life, polio has not slowed me down 
much, until recently. The past three years I have struggled 
more and more with the continued decreasing mobility and 
increasing pain of Post Polio, until it has become clear to me 
that if I want to enjoy my retirement years with my husband 
Brad with a degree of mobility, I need to stop, take care of my-
self, and step away from the physical challenges and stresses 
of the episcopacy.”

There are nine episcopal areas in the NCJ. Bishop Kiesey’s an-
nouncement brings to four the number of episcopal leaders 

who will be retiring in the North Central Jurisdiction in 2016. 
Also retiring is Bishop Michael Coyner of Indiana, Bishop 
Jonathan D. Keaton of Illinois Great Rivers and Bishop John 
Hopkins of East Ohio. New bishops will be elected at the NCJ 
conference to be held in July 2016 in Peoria, Ill.

Bishop Kiesey has led the Michigan Area since September 
2012. For the past two years, she led a dialogue about the 
possibility of bringing the two Michigan Area conferences 
together. This past spring, legislation passed overwhelmingly 
in both annual conferences to create one new annual confer-
ence in Michigan by 2019. The measure must be affirmed by 
the North Central Jurisdiction (NCJ) in 2016. Bishop Deb has 
named a 29-person design team to begin the work of creat-
ing the new conference.

“Friends, I will miss seeing this new con-
ference come into its final form, but I am 
truly excited about where we are heading 
here in Michigan, and I will continue to 
work hard these next nine months to 
ensure that we are well on our way to cre-
ating this ‘new thing,’” she said. “We have 
incredibly gifted and committed 

leaders that share the vision of what we 
can become, and I am confident they will 
guide us well into that new future.”

Bishop Kiesey was born in Sioux City, 

Iowa, to Reverend Dr. Lyle and Betty Lieder. She is the middle 
child of five. She attended Morningside College in Sioux City, 
Iowa, where she graduated with honors with a double major 
in Religion and Piano Performance. She was named Outstand-
ing Alumna of the Year for Morningside College in 2015.

Bishop Kiesey first felt a call to the ordained ministry while a 
student at Boston University School of Theology where she 
earned her Master of Divinity degree. Returning to Iowa, she 
married D. Bradley Kiesey, an attorney from Washington, Iowa. 
They have been blessed with two adult sons, Joel and Aaron.

Following ordination, she served four churches in Iowa: Rich-
land/Ollie, Washington, Mt. Pleasant, and Iowa City. In 2001, 
she was appointed as the District Superintendent on the 
Waterloo District and served there until her election to the 

episcopacy in 2004 by the North Central 
Jurisdictional Conference. Her first episco-
pal assignment was to the Dakotas Area. 

Bishop Kiesey was a delegate to General 
Conference in 1988, and was the first 
elected clergy from the Iowa Conference 
in 1992, 1996, 2000, and 2004. Throughout 
her ministry she has had the privilege 
of serving on a wide range of commit-
tees and boards, including the Board 
of Trustees for Iowa Wesleyan College, 
Morningside College and Dakota Wesleyan 
University.
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Lawsuit dismissed, 
IGRC to refile
BY PAUL BLACK

MOUNDS CITY – A Pulaski 
County Circuit Court judge has 
dismissed a lawsuit filed by the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
against a breakway congregation 
that declared its independence 
in March, but the judge left open 
the possibility of the conference 
refiling its suit after “connecting 
the dots” in a case involving the 
denomination’s trust clause.

In an hour-long hearing 
Nov. 10, Judge William Thurston 
dismissed the case, citing that 
the conference had named Ohio 
Chapel United Methodist Church 
as the defendant, while the deed 
of the property is in the name of 
the church’s trustees.

Attorney Mark Johnson, 
counsel for Ohio Chapel, argued 
that the Conference filed suit 
against the wrong party. “We have 
two entities here – the church and 
the church’s Board of Trustees,” 
Johnson said. “I have two clients 
and represent them both, but the 
deed names the Board of Trustees.”

Conference Chancellor John 
Kaurauef argued that the distinc-
tion being drawn was without 
merit. “In United Methodist 
polity, the Board of Trustees cares 
for the property held in trust for 
the benefit of the denomination. 
They are not a separate entity but 
part of the congregation as the 
congregation elects the trustees 
that serve.”

“I need you to connect 
the dots showing that relation-
ship,” Thurston said, ordering 
the dismissal without prejudice, 
meaning that the lawsuit could be 
edited and refiled within 28 days 
and still have standing in court. 
Conference counsel has indicated 
the suit will be refiled and attor-
neys for the church will have 28 
days to file a response.

Thurston also urged the Con-
ference and congregation to work 
toward settling their dispute, 
likening to a family court matter 
that involves the separation of as-
sets from a marriage.  Conference 
and church representatives will 
discuss matters in a phone call 

the week of Nov. 16.
Ohio Chapel, located in the 

Cache River District, declared its 
independence from The United 
Methodist Church in March. Its 
pastor, the Rev. Tammy Horn, 
was a part-time local pastor and 
had served the church for 11 
years and announced two weeks 
later that she was discontinuing 
as a local pastor, effective June 30. 

Following Horn’s discontinu-
ance, Keaton appointed Rev. Alan 
Milligan, conference evangelist 
and pastor of the nearby Karnak 
UMC as its pastor July 1. When 
Rev. Milligan showed up to hold 
his first worship service July 5, 
he was met by members who had 
locked the church and denied 
Rev. Milligan entry. On July 12, 
when Rev. Milligan returned, a 
Pulaski County deputy sheriff 
met Milligan indicating that only 
invited guests were allowed entry 
and that he was not welcome.  
Since that time, the congrega-
tion has continued to occupy the 
building and the bulletin board 
still lists Horn as its pastor.

At the time of the March 
announcement, the church told 
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton that 
they wish to separate from the 
denomination for more congre-
gational autonomy. Following the 
filing of suit by the conference in 
August, the chair of the church’s 
trustees, claimed that to remain 
in The United Methodist Church 
would require the church to hold 
same-sex weddings in its build-
ings in light of the June Supreme 
Court ruling, legalizing same-sex 
marriages in all 50 states.

The Supreme Court ruling, 
however, did not take away the 
discretion of a denomination to 
not hold such ceremonies. And 
The United Methodist Church’s 
position barring same-sex mar-
riages from being held in United 
Methodist churches and a ban 
against United Methodist pastors 
from officiating over same-sex 
marriages has not changed, as 
only General Conference can 
make such changes to official 
church positions.

Transformation of camping ministry moves forward
BY ALICE SHIRLEY
IGRC Coordinator of Camping

God is doing a new thing in your camping ministry!  

Action taken by the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
(IGRC) in June 2015 to sell three of its five campsites has 
positioned camping and retreat ministries to make some 
much-needed improvements in the camping ministry by 
allowing a reallocation of operating funds, as well as redi-

rection of staff time, attention, and energy.

As promised in the resolution, the Commission on 
Camping and Retreat Ministries (CCRM) has engaged 
a Master Planner to help the CCRM begin site planning 
and establish priorities.  Among several firms considered, 
Kaleidoscope, Inc., was chosen to help the CCRM find its 
way through this next stage.  The planning process began 
in November with an online survey intended to reach every 
United Methodist in the IGRC.  The planners have secured 

CAD (computer aided design) digital representations of 
the camps’ topography, and initial site visits should be 
completed by Dec. 5.

The three sites to be sold, which include Epworth Camp in 
Louisville, Jensen Woods in Timewell, and Living Springs 
in Lewistown, were appraised and put on the market.  Clos-
ing services were held at all three (see related stories and 
photos on pages 19-21).
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Weatherall endorsed 
for the episcopacy by 
IGRC delegation
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC general and 
jurisdictional conference dele-
gation unanimously endorsed 
Spoon River District Super-
intendent, the Rev. Sylvester 
Weatherall as its candidate for 
bishop.

Weatherall emerged from 
a field of four finalists that 
capped a month-long period 
of prayer and discernment by the IGRC 
delegation as to whether to offer a can-
didate to the 2016 North Central Jurisdic-
tional Conference, which will be held July 
13-16, in Peoria.

“I am both honored and yet, humbled 
(by the endorsement),” Weatherall said. 
“It is an honor that colleagues and friends 
would discern me that I have the lead-
ership gifts needed to lead the church 
in this set-apart ministry, and yet, I am 
humbled, knowing that no one can be 
fully prepared for every situation or issue 
until they are elected and faced with 
leading the church.”

Weatherall, who has been Spoon River 
District Superintendent for the past 3 ½ 
years, recalled that there was “a learning 
curve” when becoming superintendent. 
“The learning curve of the office of 
District Superintendent was steep,” he 
said. “But my colleagues have been great 
teachers and examples that have enabled 
me to meet the challenges of the office. 
I am sure the same is true of the episco-
pacy.”

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer of the West 
Ohio Conference and former bishop of 
the Illinois Area, noted Weatherall’s gifts 
in 2012 when he appointed him to the 
Cabinet.

“He is a strong preacher and has the heart 
of an evangelist,” Palmer said. “In every 
community where he has served he has a 
track record of missional engagement. He 
is a compassionate pastor and a commit-
ted lifelong learner.”

Weatherall said he sees the role of bishop 
as being a cheerleader for the pastors of 
the Area, bringing inspired leadership 
to those who are in the main arena of 
disciple-making – the local congregation.

“I have no doubt that God is already at 
work in local congregations through the 

United Methodist connection,” 
Weatherall said. “My job would be 
as a cheerleader to what’s working 
and to walk with those where en-
couragement and hope is needed. 
It is my prayer that together we 
will have the strength to love one 
another – even when the way 
is not clear to some of us. I seek 
to find God in each moment we 

encounter, and I am confident and have 
faith in the gifts God has given us to serve 
the Church. And, because God is there, I 
already feel at home.”

During his tenure as superintendent, the 
Spoon River District continued to be a 
leader in the conference’s $2.5 million 
Imagine No Malaria campaign as well as 
one of the leading district in the payment 
of conference and general church ap-
portionments.

Born in St. Louis, Mo., Weatherall gradu-
ated from East St. Louis High School, 
McKendree College and Eden Theological 
Seminary, graduating with a Master of 
Divinity degree in 1991. A probationary 
member in the former Southern Illinois 
Conference in 1990, Weatherall was or-
dained into full membership in 1993.

He began serving the East St. Louis Metro 
Ministry, which later became Washington 
Park Grace UMC in 1989 and was there for 
13 years before being appointed to the 
Springfield East Side Mission Parish, serv-
ing predominantly white congregations 
at Kumler UMC and a predominantly 
African-American congregation at Grace 
UMC, beginning in 2002.

Weatherall was the first-elected clergy 
delegate for the 2016 General Conference 
and was a General Conference delegate 
in 2012, a General Conference alternate 
in 2008 and a jurisdictional conference 
delegate in 2004, 2008, 2012 and 2016.

He is a two-time winner of the Denman 
Evangelism Award, having been honored 
by both the former Southern Illinois 
Conference and the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference. He is a former chair of the 
Conference Commission on Religion & 
Race and former chair of the Sangamon 
River District Committee on Ministry.
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Remember: 
The Preachers’ Aid Society & Benefit Fund provides services 
to Active Clergy such as the Pre-Retirement Seminar, Pulpit 
Supply, Consecration Sunday Leadership, Fundraising 
Education, Financial Planning Education, Financial and 
Estate Planning.

AS WELL AS our services to the  IGRC Retired 
Clergy / Spouses / and Surviving Spouses:

• $1.5 million to purchase the Medicare Supplement Plan
• Assistance in researching, comparing, & reviewing personal 

Medicare Part D plans
• Providing the Medicare Part D benefit as needed
• Virgin Pulse Health Care Miles for the retirees/spouses
• Fellowship groups, Fall banquets, Seminars, Pastoral Care, 
• Hearing and dental loans
• Financial and Estate Planning
• Grave markers and their presentation at clergy funerals.

• Advocates for Retirees and Spouses.

Our organization is very unique to our denomination and 
one of the greatest perks of IGRC!

Please remember us in your end-of-the-year 
giving and throughout 2016!

God bless you and grant you a very merry 
Christmas and a blessed and healthy new year!

www.pasbf.org • 217-529-3221

  CHURCHES 
Texas UMC in Trivoli  
Canton Shields Chapel UMC
West Frankfort Stiritz UMC 
Marion Wesley Chapel UMC 
Robinson Otterbein UMC 
Mt. Pulaski First UMC 
Paris Otterbein UMC 
Coffeen UMC  
Astoria  UMC 
Warrensburg UMC 
Watson UMC
West Frankfort First UMC 
Simpson Glendale UMC 
Farmer City Weedman UMC
Marion Cedar Grove UMC 
Pekin First UMC 
Oquawka UMC 
Palmyra UMC 
Witt UMC 
Westfield UMC 
Robinson First UMC 
Chillicothe First UMC
East Peoria Willow Hill UMC 
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC 
Lakewood UMC 

Dix UMC 
Strasburg UMC 
Edwardsville St. John’s UMC 
Manito Community UMC 
Orion UMC 
East Moline Christ UMC 
Marshall Armstrong UMC 
Fairbury First UMC
Knoxville Maxey Chapel UMC 
Bismarck UMC
Elwin UMC
Grand Ridge UMC
Kempton UMC
Williamsville UMC
Pekin Zion Evangelical UMC
McLean UMC
Carman UMC
Calhoun UMC 
Marion/Carterville Fountain UMC
Vienna UMC
Lancaster UMC
Grafton Rosedale UMC
Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC
Norris City UMC
Hindsboro UMC

Preachers’ Aid Society And Benefit Fund is 
proud to recognize these churches & those   
honored in a time of Pastors’ Appreciation!Hear Ye! 

 Hear Ye!  

  CLERGY  specifically named 
  in Honorariums:

Troy Benton, Katie Gholson, 
Robert Smith, William Lewis, 
Dowain McKiou, Elaine Smith

Julie Melgren, Margaret Ann 
Jessup, Charles Hanson, 
Bob McDonald, Linda Harrod, 
Bobbi Blackard

Brad & Donna Henson
Sam & Marilyn Totten
Robert Greene & Previous 
Pastors
Dean Austin
Keith Anderson
Matt Henson
Jeremy Henson
Harold “Bumper” & Jill Quick
John Chrisler
David Estep
Don Meeks  
Mike Lawton
Jennifer Fielden
Robert Baker
Richard & Anna Marie Chrisman

Ken Hogren
Ray Roberts
Ted Snider
David Bultemeier
Michael Shearer
Bessie Adams
Penny Barber
Floyd Blackard
Don Jackson
Walter Carlson
Jeremiah Thompson
Ron Martz
Robert Morwell
Dick & Carole Piscatelli
Steve Utley
Ray Harrison
Jon Warren
Michael Hall
E. Paul Unger
Tom Compton
Jay Regennitter
Bruce & Betsy Baker
Eugene Turner
All retired clergy & spouses




