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Your church has FREE
Current subscriptions!
Due to the faithful payment of apportionments of our churches, free
subscriptions to The Current are available to each IGRC congregation.
The bad news? One-half of those subscriptions go unclaimed!

Pastors: Check the list of subscribers to The Current for your church by
visiting www.igrc.org/subscriptions. Select the District, Church and
enter the church’s six-digit GCFA number.
Print subscriptions are based upon a church’s average worship attendance
with every church guaranteed a minimum of four subscriptions.
Members can also subscribe to the
electronic version of The Current and
there is no limit on the number of
electronic subscriptions a church may
have. Merely send those names, email
addresses and the corresponding church
to Michele Willson at mwillson@igrc.org
or by calling Michele at 217-529-3122.

News From The Episcopal Office
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Jonathan D.
Keaton appoints the following:
Ed Hoke to Little Grassy Camp, Minister of Mission
Expansion, Cache River District, effective Jan. 1.
Kenneth Miller to West Liberty, Kaskaskia River
District, effective Nov. 15.
Phil Poe to Mt. Vernon Wesley, Kaskaskia River
District, ½ time, effective Aug. 1.
Mitchell Ramey to Humboldt, Embarras River
District, effective Jan. 1.

Supply not appointed
Kyle Bailey to Zion (Robinson), Embarras River
District, effective Jan. 1.
David Arnold to Mt. Carmel, Embarras River
District, effective Jan. 1. This is in addition to his
serving at Vandalia Luster Chapel.

Change of status

NEWS

From The Episcopal Office

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
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Barbara Powers, discontinuation of supply
arrangement, effective June 30, 2015.
Deborah Pollex to United Methodist Children’s
Home, Kaskaskia River District, effective July 1, 2015.
The position is now a full-time position.
Melody Forcum, discontinuation of supply
arrangement, effective Dec. 31.
Guy Keysear, discontinuation of retired associated
member appointment, effective Nov. 18, 2015.

Deaths
William Don Ekstrom, Jr.,
retired pastor who served
in both the Northern Illinois
Conference and the former
Central Illinois Conference,
died Nov. 22 in Newman. He
was 80 years old.
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Terra* not Terror

❆

Terror, terror at beck and call,
Terra, God’s terra takes the fall.
“Nations rage and kingdoms totter.”
Terrorists: death and police blotter.
From news media abject fear takes hold
by flat-lining, terra’s heart of gold.
What terra wants when it’s said and “done,”
is terror’s loss and the kingdom come!
Is peace too much for terra to deliver?
‘course not fighting the hate of a killer.

❆

❄

❆

❄

Peace on Terra, God’s standard bearer,
Foil bombs and bullets and massive terror.
“Naïve” say world hawks and quasi-doves,
“Terror quells terror not God from above.”
Peace on Terra, Oh be our song!!!
“Can’t we all (just) get along?”
Prince of Peace linger here this day
So terror not Terra will stay away.
Long live Terra as an “ought” and a “should”
Consistent with creation, God called it “good.”

❄
❄
❆

❆

Rev. Ekstrom retired from Tolono-Pesotum in
1987.

*Terra means earth in light
of Psalm 24:1

His wife, Sharon, survives. Condolences may be
sent to her at P.O. Box 446, Tolono, IL 618800446.

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

A full obituary may be found on the website of
the Champaign News Gazette at the address
below:

❄

She was very active in her home church, served
as trustee of the church and as president of
the Kaskaskia River District United Methodist Women. She also served on the United
Methodist Village Board and was a volunteer
there as well.
Online condolences may be left for the family
at the Short-Cunningham Funeral Home website, www.short-cunninghamfh.com

❆

Beverly and I wish you

http://www.news-gazette.com/obituaries/2015-11-24/william-ekstrom.html
Pauline Caroline Stoltz, former lay member
to annual conference from
Lancaster UMC, Kaskaskia
River District, died Nov. 19
at the United Methodist
Village in Lawrenceville. She
was 83.
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a Merry Christmas and

Earth

a Happy New Year.

❄

We “praise God from

❆

whom all blessings flow.”

❄

❆

❆
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CLASSIFIEDS
Savoy United Methodist Church Youth Leader

Africa University
choir CD available for
scholarship donation

SPRINGFIELD – IGRC Communications, in cooperation with Africa University, has re-produced a concert
CD featuring the Africa University
Choir.
The concert, which was performed
in the Northern Illinois Conference
several years ago, features many of
the songs associated
with the choir. It has
a mix of traditional
American as well as
African melodies.
Permission was
granted to IGRC
Communications to
produce this as a
thank you gift for
donations of $100
or more to the Making Dreams Possible Scholarship
Campaign currently underway in the
conference.
Persons interested in obtaining the
CD should contact their District Office in order to make payment and
have it properly credited.

Thanks to the
response of quilters

Thanks so much for putting my request for quilters in the weekly event
email and The Current. The response
has been wonderful. I have heard
from so many asking for the pattern
and instructions. If they all make a
few--IGRC will have done their part
in having the labyrinths for those
attending General Conference.
Finished labyrinths need to be sent
to me no later than Jan. 5, so I am
able to collect and mail them on to
General Conference. Stout's mailing
address is: Marge Stout, 20920 Center Staff Rd., Illiopolis, IL 62539.
Thanks again, and may God bless
you with a Merry Christmas and a
Happy 2016.
Marge Stout
President, IGRC UMW

Covenant Keepers
2016 registration
underway

EAST PEORIA – Online registration
is now open for Covenant Keepers
2016 which will be held Feb. 1-2, at
the Holiday Inn Convention Center
in East Peoria.
The theme for the 2016 gathering is
“Thawed Hearts Strangely Warmed.”
Persons can register by visiting: www.igrc.org/CK2016.
Chip Freed, lead pastor of Garfield

Memorial UMC,
Martyn Atkins, former
general secretary of the British Methodist Church and Bishop Jonathan D.
Keaton will be the three speakers for
the event.

Edwardsville St. Johns
to host Cultural
Perspective Training
EDWARDSVILLE– Edwardsville St.
Johns UMC in cooperation with Fairview Heights Christ UMC and IGRC
Office of Congregational Development will host a Cultural Perspective
Training on Saturday, Jan. 16, from 9
a.m. to noon.

Dr. Brenda Salter McNeil equips
leaders, pastors, and other persons
to grow to increase our sensitivity,
skill, and success in embracing and
engaging our churches and ministries in winning as many persons as
possible. She is a national specialist
on issues of multicultural growth
and racial reconciliation. SalterMcNeil is a noted author, as well as
one who has consulted churches like
Willow Creek and mega, large, midsize, small congregations in growing
their crafts for this work. Her unique
and powerful approach to this work
also eases the most challenged of
persons around issues of race and
culture.
Register online at: http://mychristchurch.com/event/cultural-perspective-training-with-brenda-saltermcneil/ Tickets are $10 (includes
lunch), and space is limited.
Salter McNeil will also be this year's
speaker at the annual Martin Luther
King, Jr. celebration event at Fairview
Heights Christ on Friday, Jan. 15, at
7 p.m. The theme for the evening
is What Does it Mean to Live for
Justice?
Friday's celebration is free and open
to the public.

Workshop on
Couples’ Counseling
Tool Offered

NORMAL– If you are looking for a
tool to help couples who are struggling in their marriage, engaged
couples to prepare for their marriage
as completely as they prepare for
their wedding, or facilitate groups of
married couples, adoptive families,
or step-families, you may want to try
out Prepare-Enrich.
Rev. Debbie Reese was invited by
Prepare-Enrich to become a facilitator when they observed that she
had been using it for over 20 years.
Reese has been very impressed with
the ways in which the developers of

We are seeking outstanding candidates to oversee our youth program. Our Youth
Leader position will oversee the spiritual development and guidance for youth in
grades 6 through 12 within SUMC and the surrounding community. We anticipate
this will be a 20-25 hour per week position that is responsible for developing,
planning and promoting all events that target youth and their spiritual growth,
publicize and promote involvement, including communicating with parents/
guardians, as well as attend staff and leadership team meetings.
If you love working with youth and want to learn more about this rewarding part
time position, we'd like to talk to you.
Please e-mail your resume to: marc@savoyumc.org or send to: SUMC - Attn.
Pastor Marc Brown 3002 W. Old Church Rd Champaign, IL 61822
E/O/E-A/A

this tool have continued to evolve
and improve the inventories through
the years.
This is an online tool that the couple
takes at their convenience. The
couple then meets with the pastor/
facilitator to go over their strengths
which they’ll be taught to use in addressing their areas of growth.
Reese will be leading a workshop
in which the participants will learn
about and be certified to use this
tool. This will be held on Saturday,
Jan. 23, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at Normal Calvary UMC. The cost
is $195 and the participants will
receive all training materials as well
as a free scoring.
For more information on this inventory: www.prepare-enrich.com. If
you’d like to register for this event,
contact Rev. Debbie Reese at debbiereese777@gmail.com or call
at 309-452-5413. In order to have
enough materials, your registration
must be received by Jan. 14.

Retreat will be held Jan. 29-30 at
Little Grassy Camp.
This retreat is designed as a time of
spiritual renewal, networking, and
resourcing for adults who serve as
leaders in children's ministry (Sunday School, Children's Church, VBS,
midweek programs, after-school
programs, etc.). It will include times
of worship, prayer, and reflection,
as well as times of large and small
group conversation, networking, and
fun.
Presentations on topics such as free
and low-cost resources for children's
ministry and how the conference
camping ministry supports and
interacts with your local church children's ministries will send you home
with some tips and tools to put to
work right away.
For more information, visit: http://
www.igrc.org/calendardetail/
childrens-ministry-leaders-retreat-3168881 where one will find a
online registration link.

New Zealand band to
visit Bloomington
Wesley UMC

Christian Education
grant applications
sought

Disaster Response
training Jan. 9 at
Highland Hope UMC

Course of Study
Extension School

BLOOMINGTON – The New Zealand
rock group, The Lads, will be visiting
Bloomington Wesley UMC on Sunday, Jan. 10 for the 10:15 a.m. WISE
service as well as a 3 p.m. community concert.
For more information, visit the
band’s website at: http://www.theladsband.com

HIGHLAND – An early response
training will be held on Saturday,
Jan. 9, at Highland Hope UMC.
The training will run from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Cost is $40, which includes a background check, training
materials, lunch, and ERT t-shirt and
UMCOR badge.
For more information or to register
prior to Jan. 5, visit: www.igrc.org/
disasterresponse.

Children’s Ministry
Retreat Jan. 29-30

MAKANDA – A Children’s Ministry

SPRINGFIELD – Applications are
being accepted through Jan. 2 for
grants to help churches or ministries
within the IGRC to revitalize or establish new faith formation ministries
for any age level. Grant criteria, a list
of past recipients, and application
materials are available at www.igrc.
org/cef.

SPRINGFIELD – Feb. 10 is the
deadline for registering for Course of
Study classes which will meet April
and May 2016.
Online registration is open at:
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/COS_
April2016 (there is an underscore
between COS and April2016).
Courses for the April-May session include: Bible I: Introduction of the Bible,
taught by Rev. Eunjoo Lee; Theological Heritage IV: Wesleyan Movement,
taught by Rev. Dennis Powers; and
Our Mission: Evangelism, taught by
Revs. Randy and Debbie Reese.
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‘Correctly
misspelled’
BY BOB PHILLIPS

The other day I was finishing an
email to some otherwise wonderful Christians who, in my opinion,
were stepping way out of line in
matters of age and racial discrimination of the subtle but searing sort that still
infects our culture.
As my fingers steamed toward the end of the
mostly loving email, I pounded out the closing
greeting and typed my name. Before hitting the
‘Send’ button I gave it a last re-read, stopped, and
laughed. In my righteous haste I had signed off
not with the predictable, “Your Brother in Christ,”
but with the spicy, “Your Bother in Christ.” Yes I did.
After prayer and fasting, I did change back to the
safer title before sending it forth to the proverbial
“Others.”
My denomination is The United Methodist Church.
It has a great history of advocating for women’s
right to vote, the end of slavery, affirming civil
rights, calling for pension and health insurance for
workers injured on the job . . . all as extensions of
what it means to follow Jesus. It also is a denomination that lives up to the saying, “Where there
are two Methodists there are three opinions.” So
folks within local churches and within the larger
denomination occasionally knock heads about
this or that subject, just as other churches do and,
may I add, folks with no church to rile but plenty of
attitude and spleen to vent in merry unsanctified
ways.
Last month I was writing another note to someone
about the travails of The Untied Methodist Church,
when I noticed I had flipped two letters in the title.
Flip the “I” and the “t” and ‘United’ becomes ‘Untied.’
I corrected the error, only to wonder if my fingers
were more honest than the rest of me.
This is not a meditation on the existential possibilities of misspelling words. It is a musing on
how, for all of us, our deeper convictions occasionally bubble to the surface through the “Freudian
slip” or the odd misspelling or misstatement that,
viewed anew, express our deeper and true feelings
or beliefs.
Jesus once said, “Let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’ and your ‘no’
be ‘no,’ for more than that is sure to cause trouble”
(Matthew 5:37). We are sailing into an election
season where it will be raining words in a perfect
storm of ego-driven hurricanes. At work, school,
home, church, and wherever, words wash over
our ears in a crescendo of conflicting values and
demands. Lost in the storm can be our ability to
know or express what we truly believe about this
or that, the noble use of “Yes” and “No.”
The better we know and claim our deepest values,
the less we will speak and the more we will listen
with wise and selective ears. Not to engage and
decide what most passionately claims your allegiance is to live each day adrift in incoherence. If
your language or typing starts to surprise you with
political incorrectness, maybe there is something
deeper at work. Take it from your “Bother in Christ.”
Check it out.
(Rev. Bob Phillips is the directing pastor of Peoria First
UMC, Illinois River District. Reprinted with permission
from the online blog, The Community Word, www.
thecommunityword.com)

Wesley Methodists with Ryan and Linda Larson

Photo courtesy of Paul Unger

Methodists and Mormons:
another look at respect
BY E. PAUL UNGER
Retired IGRC Clergy

In Peter Cartwright’s autobiography, published in 1859,
this self-acclaimed “Backwoods Preacher” of early Methodism, described his one and only meeting with the founder
of the Mormon Church, Joseph Smith:
On a certain occasion I fell in with Joe Smith, and was
formally and officially introduced to him in Springfield,
then our county town. We soon fell into a free conversation on the subject of religion and Mormonism in particular. I found him to be a very illiterate and impudent
desperado in morals, but, at the same time, he had a vast
fund of low cunning.
The lack of respect was mutual. Rev. Cartwright’s autobiography also reported that Joseph Smith said to him, Rev.
Cartwright,
I shall live and prosper, while you will die in your sins.
Now, more than 150 years later, some of us in this part
of Illinois are having a very different kind of Methodist and
Mormon experience.

The Methodists at Wesley in Urbana and the Mormons
in Champaign are having some positive shared experiences.
Not that the Methodists are ready to accept The Book of
Mormon as scripture, but there are two copies of it in our
library! And not that the Mormons are ready to accept
drinking coffee at church, but some of them have been
reading the sermons of John Wesley!
Nonetheless, these Methodists and Mormons are having some interesting experiences together, including:
• Retired United Methodist minister at Wesley Church
in Urbana, Dr. E. Paul Unger, and Dr. Ryan Larsen,
multigenerational Mormon and staff member at
the University of Illinois, have become close friends
through an association of 6-7 years.
• Mormons have been studying the lectionary with
Methodists, especially at the Wesley Men’s Bible
Study.
• Mormons have contributed $1,000 to the Wesley
Evening Food Pantry.
• There has been some socializing in each other’s
homes.

RESPECT CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

People pleasing, over caring takes toll during holidays
BY SHAUNA SUMMERS
Coordinator of Pastoral Care and Counseling

Are you ready for the holidays? The church
commitments, family dinners -- ahhh! If you
don’t like to rock the boat and overextend
yourself at this time of year, this article is for
you because here come the holidays, ready or not!
If you feel an invisible push that seems to make it hard for
you to decline requests you can’t realistically complete,
then, you are not alone. According to research commissioned by Rev Dr Charles Stone, People-Pleasing Pastors:
Avoiding the Pitfalls of Approval-Motivated Leadership, more
than 70 percent reported some level of “people pleasing”
to be a problem.
As pastors, leading a congregation who willingly serves,
loves Jesus, and gives of themselves generously is the
goal. Sometimes, when any of us want something (that
isn’t happening the way we would like it to) so badly, we
rationalize and mislead ourselves into a “people pleasing”
thought process that tells us that if we work hard enough
to please the misguided sheep, they will see the light. But,
that doesn’t necessarily happen. When we move from
healthy ‘people pleasing’ to unhealthy ‘people pleasing’
it tends to be because our motivation for saying ‘yes’ has
changed.
No longer are we motivated by love, compassion, and
kindness towards the other(s), but now we are overextending ourselves almost as a way to make up for their

lack of fill in the blank . We are now motivated by
something we want. We might want the horse to drink
the water that we have led them to so bad that we have
forgotten that any real change has to come from within
them much like the horse has to want to drink.
Sometimes we might want to be liked or accepted because that feels so much better than being rejected. Other
times we may try to avoid saying no to such a degree
that we sidestep a request and do not answer candidly.
This makes it easier for us in the moment, but in reality,
it makes things worse because the person walks away
expecting one thing and we walk away planning to do
something else. Trying to spare someone’s feelings by not
saying ‘no’ is not helpful. In fact, it tends to create more
pain and misunderstanding than had the request been
answered honestly the first time.
It has been said that “over carers” is another term for “people pleasers” and that by over caring for others, we under
care for ourselves. Those of us who may be ambivalent
about taking time to care for ourselves, may be fine with
that, but the reality is that our ability to care for others
comes from our “well” of love, compassion, and faith. If we
let our well run dry, we have nothing else to give to others.
It is up to us to to say ‘no’ when appropriate, ‘yes’ when we
can, and take frequent opportunities to allow our well to
refill and nourish us mentally and spiritually . We are less
likely to succumb to unhealthy “people pleasing” when we
are properly nourished.

Local Church News
FILLING THE GAP:
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Vermilion UMC
celebrates 150
years of service
BY JEANETTE LEVILLIE
The Prairie Press

PARIS – Sunday, Sept. 27 marked
a significant milestone for the
Vermilion UMC as it celebrated its
150th anniversary.
Constructed in the summer of
1865, the current building was
once home to the Methodist
Episcopal Church in Vermilion,
replacing an 1842 structure
located on another site. In 1856,
the Vermilion United Brethren
Church was constructed. In 1968,
when that denomination merged
with the Evangelical United
Brethren (EUB) Church, the union
was named The United Methodist
Church. The building on Church
Street in Vermilion which housed
the EUB congregation is now a
private home.
Norm Wilson, chairman of the
church administrative board
and lay member to the church’s
annual conference, grew up in this
congregation. Although he left the
area in 1999 to attend college and
serve as a supply pastor in another
denomination, he found himself
returning to Vermilion in 1999 to
be near his family following his
father’s death.
“Family is the key,” said Wilson.
“Not just my natural family but the
church as a family. There’s a real
sense of consistency here in the
fellowship with each other.”
Wilson’s mother, Mary Lou
Wilson, raised seven children in
the Vermilion congregation. She
serves as its organist. Doris Webb
plays the piano for the church.
Together, the two ladies have been
providing the church with worship
music since 1968.
Mary Lou Wilson thinks of this
congregation as her extended
family. “Our family has been
through a lot of hard times and
several tragic deaths over the
years,” she said. “Without these
church members here, we never

would have made it.”
Since its inception the
congregation has been served by
more than 70 pastors. “We’re pretty
flexible in our worship style,” noted
Norm Wilson. “We’ve never been
too formal. We always adapt to the
current pastor.”
Rachel Givens, a teacher at
St. Mary’s Catholic School in
Paris and lifetime member of
the church, shares her love
of the congregation from a
20-something’s point of view.
“One of the most remarkable
things about VUMC is that no
matter what, we always pull
together to help the community
or those in need,” she said. “There
aren’t a lot of us involved, but we
always manage to help out. We
all care for one another in times
of need even if it is as simple as
praying for one another.”
The current pastor is Jeff Stahl,
who serves both the Vermilion and
Paris Otterbein United Methodist
churches. Stahl and his wife, Jill,
moved to the area two years ago
from Moultrie County. The former
radio announcer and Urbana
native noted that in his many years
of ministry, not every congregation
is as warm as the Vermilion people.

Carbondale First UMC
a partner in Feed My
Sheep Soup Kitchen
BY MARILYN HALSTEAD
The Southern

CARBONDALE – On the surface, it might
seem like people who eat at a soup kitchen do
not have many reasons to be thankful. Many
of the guests at Feed My Sheep Soup Kitchen,
located in Bethel AME Church, would disagree.
Antione Hunter believes everyone should show
appreciation for what he or she has.
“I am thankful the volunteers take time to cook
for us. They don’t have to do this,” Hunter said.
Hunter eats at Feed My Sheep “all the time.” He
said the people are polite and the food is good.
Michael Greene and Chanelle Stevenson have
a lot of reasons to be thankful, not the least of
which is their 6-month-old daughter, Malaysia.
“I’m thankful for this place,” Michael Greene of
Carbondale said.
“I’m thankful for workers who take time out of
their day,” Chanelle Stevenson said.
Greene, Stevenson and Malaysia eat at Feed My
Sheep often. The couple said the cost of diapers,
wipes and clothes are more than they expected.
Greene said Malaysia seems to outgrow clothing as quick as they can purchase it.
It was the dream of the late Richard Hayes to
be able to feed the hungry, and that dream was
realized in April 2002 when Feed My Sheep
Soup Kitchen opened. The kitchen is located
in the basement of Bethel AME Church at 803
E. Jackson St., in the northeast part of Carbondale.

Hayes hoped the church could fill existing
gaps in available human services by feeding all
residents who don't qualify for other resources,
are homeless, low-income or just fall through
the cracks.
Bethel AME, partner Carbondale First UMC
and other churches and organizations fund the
pantry and provide volunteers.
On Tuesday, Nila Tanner of Carbondale was
one of a group of volunteers from the Unitarian
Fellowship serving mostaccioli, garlic bread,
salad, apples and cookies.
“I am thankful that I know these ladies and
we’re friends,” Tanner said.
Tanner added that she is thankful that they can
work at Feed My Sheep Soup Kitchen together.
The church cooks and serves meals once each
month. They also prepare and deliver meals to
those who are unable to come to the church to
eat.
Dvonte Jones, who is homeless, also is thankful
for Feed My Sheep.
“I’m a single black guy. It’s hard out there,”
Jones said. “I would eat here every day, if I
could.”
Jones is also thankful for Good Samaritan Ministries, which serves three meals per day every
day of the year.
“I am thankful for the Thanksgiving dinner
yesterday. It was delicious,” Pam Humes said.
(Reprinted with permission from the Nov. 26
issue of The Southern Illinoisan, www.thesouthern.com)

Although the size of the
congregation has diminished over
the years, Stahl has noticed a real
sense of belonging among the
congregants. “The people that
come are here because they like it.
If they’d go to a larger church, they
might feel out of place,” he said,
adding that the community feeling
among the members is missing
in some of the larger churches in
which he has served. “There’s a lack
of connection between people
that we have here at Vermilion.”
(Reprinted and adapted from a story
which appeared in the Prairie Press,
a weekly newspaper based in Edgar
County, www.prairiepress.net)

Photo by Richard Sitler, The Southern

Michael Greene holds his six-month-old daughter Malaysia Greene, as he and Chanelle Stevenson enjoy a meal at Feed My Sheep Soup Kitchen
at Bethel AME Church in Carbondale. Carbondale First UMC is a partner with Bethel in providing and funding this ministry.
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Decatur First does its own local #Giving Tuesday
BY THERESA CHURCHILL
Decatur Herald & Review

DECATUR – Up with her newborn son for a middle-of-thenight feeding about a month ago, Jennifer Horton-Motter
had time to think about her Facebook newsfeed.
It was full of opinions about who should have to work
on Thanksgiving and who should not, as well as the
beginning buzz about Black Friday deals.
“I kept thinking it would be nice to put all that passion to
better use,” Horton-Motter said.
A few days later, she had her answer when she stumbled
across a suggested post about #GivingTuesday. Director
of Children & Family Ministries at Decatur First UMC,
she got her co-workers to help organize an observance
of #GivingTuesday, a day of generosity that follows
Thanksgiving, Black Friday and Cyber Monday.
The plan is to have a dozen or more agencies at the church
Tuesday to give out information and receive donations. In
all, 16 community agencies and ministries participated,
setting up displays and each had a representative there
to receive donations and talk with donors about the work
they do for the community.
There was a total of $13,463 collected that day with one
organization receiving more than $1,800. None of the

money went to Decatur First UMC.

Participants were a mixture of church people and
community members. There was also a table to fill out
Christmas cards for soldiers overseas, coffee and snacks
and an area where people can take their #UNselfie to post
on social media to encourage their friends to stop by and
give.
Rev. Kent King-Nobles, co-pastor of the church enjoyed
watching parents bringing their children to the event.
“The kids, some of them very young, walked around with
their bags of nickels, or their dollar bills, and asked what
each organization did to help people” he said. “Then they
decided which organizations would get their support.
These kids are learning that Christmas also means giving
to others.”
“It turned out to be a nice way to invited people into our
church,” said the Rev. Kathy King-Nobles, co-pastor of the
church. “Since the event was set up next to the sanctuary,
it gave them an opportunity to the sanctuary decorates
for Christmas.”
Agencies on hand included the American Red Cross,
Macon County Assistance eXchange or MAX, Macon
County Court Appointed Special Advocates, Baby TALK,
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Central Illinois, Catholic

Charities, Central Illinois Christians in Mission, Dove,
Inc., Good Samaritan Inn, Northeast Community Fund,
Oasis Day Center, Homeward Bound (pet shelter), the
BoyScouts, Prairie Flower School, God’s Shelter of Love and
the Salvation Army.
“The reps were all very pleased with the event – said that
they had received money that they hadn’t expected to
receive and were able to make face-to-face connections
with many people in the community,” said Kent KingNobles. “The leaders of the various service organizations
really enjoyed interacting with each other. They are all so
busy that they do not get much opportunity to talk and
enjoy each other.”
“The money stayed in the Decatur area to help our
neighbors,” Horton-Motter said. “We hoped folks would
come out on their lunch hour or after work.”
The church is planning on hosting the event again in 2016,
moving it to a larger space in the church, getting the word
out earlier and inviting more agencies and ministries to
participate.
“Giving Tuesday is such a nice addition, and possibly
counterbalance, to Black Friday and Cyber Monday,” said
Kent King-Nobles.

Shape Your City campaign pairs STD testing with free haircut
some zip codes, chlamydia was 4.9 times
greater, and gonorrhea was 10.7 times
greater.

BY BRALEY DODSON
Peoria Journal Star

PEORIA – People will talk about almost anything with their barber, and that’s what a sexually transmitted disease awareness campaign
is banking on.

“People aren’t educated,” said Rasheed
Habler, one of the student organizers.
“People aren’t getting tested and people
aren’t talking about the issue.”

After getting tested for STDs, people could get
a free haircut Nov. 16 at Peoria First UMC as
part of Shape Your City, a campaign run by a
group of Bradley University students for their
senior capstone project. The project aims to
raise awareness about the high STD rates in
Peoria, with a focus on the black community.

Between 16 and 20 people were screened
for STDs at the event.
Wade said that locally, half of people ages
15 to 24 who have an STD don’t know they
have one. STDs can cause long-term reproductive health and fertility problems.

The barbers underwent STD training before
the event.
“People tend to talk about sex and their encounters and their partners,” said Chris Wade,
director of prevention services at Central Illinois FRIENDS. “We want to make sure the barbers are
informed and are able to dispel some of the myths and
make sure people are getting screened.

“We really want to highlight the issue and
bring it to the forefront,” Wade said.
Headz Up Barber Shop, which provided
the haircuts, also had information about
STDs, along with free condoms.

Photos by Sarah Gardner, Peoria Journal Star

Statistics from the 2015 Peoria County Community
Health Indicator Report shows that in 2013, the local
rate of chlamydia was 1.7 times greater than in the nation, and gonorrhea was 2.7 times more prevalent. In

(Reprinted with permission from the Nov. 17 issue of the
Peoria Journal Star, www.pjstar.com)
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Baking for charity

For 24 years, Jerry Caldwell uses family recipe to bake cinnamon rolls
BY SCOTT HILYARD
Peoria Journal-Star

PEORIA – On Dec. 8, Jerry Caldwell rested
for a minute in a chair at the end of the restaurantquality kitchen in the basement of Peoria First UMC.
He wore a floppy white chef ’s hat on his head and a
flour-spackled apron around his middle. A smudge
of flour decorated the area on his face beneath his

Photos by David Zalaznik, Peoria Journal Star

wire-framed glasses between his eyebrows.
He looked the part of a professional baker. Does
he think of himself as one?
“I think so,” he said. “I’m probably as good as
anybody.”
One needs a little baker’s confidence to pull off
what Caldwell has pulled off every Christmas season

for 24 years. He bakes hundreds ... no make that
thousands, of his family-recipe cinnamon rolls in the
church’s ovens, sells them (to parishioners mostly)
and gives the money to charity. Since his time and
the ingredients are all donated, all the proceeds this
year will go to the Salvation Army. All of it.
Last year he made almost 2,000 cinnamon rolls
and raised $1,464 for charity. Since 1991, the year
he started, he has raised almost $15,000, much of it
has been given to ministry missions of the
church.
He has help. Sally Rhodes (“Rhodes, like
the scholar,” she said) calls herself the baker’s
apprentice. She’s assisted Caldwell for 20
years. That’s a long apprenticeship.
“It hasn’t been that long,” Caldwell said,
cutting a tube of dough, sugar and cinnamon
into roll-sized slices.
“Yes it has,” Rhodes replied.
They call themselves the Holy Rollers
because of their affiliation with First United
Methodist.
“He’s a member,” Rhodes said. “Can’t say
if it’s in good standing.”
So what makes these cinnamon rolls
special?
“The love we put into them,” Rhodes
said, with a half-smile. “You don’t think we
do this for fun, do you?”
The rolls come wrapped in foil in
bunches of seven or eight. The cost is $5.
Rhodes makes the rolls for charity at
Christmastime, but makes them for family
year-round. He also works an outdoor oven
at the Fort Creve Couer re-enactment every May and
September. He’ll even make arrangements to deliver
an order fresh from the oven. People can also pick
them at the church at 116 NE Perry Ave.
Rhodes and Caldwell have been known to fire up
the ovens on Sunday mornings. The smell that wafts
upstairs is a lure for sales.
“It’s a good way to get people to come to church,”

Rhodes said.
“Darn tootin,’” Caldwell added.

The recipe

Maybe you shouldn’t try this at home, but here
in Jerry Caldwell’s own words and off the top of his
head, is how he makes his cinnamon rolls for charity.
“Quart of milk, two sticks of margarine or butter,
cup of mashed potatoes. I use the potato water to
stretch them out and I usually make extra mashed
potatoes. The mashed potatoes keep the dough moist.
“I use yeast, basically I use a heaping table spoon
of yeast, then it’s two teaspoons salt, one teaspoon
of baking soda, one teaspoon baking powder, and I
believe that’s everything. Mix it all up, oh, and you
use about seven cups of flour to make a batter. You
let that rise to approximately double in size then you
add more flour until it gets stiffened up so you can
roll it without it being too dry.
“You melt your butter, margarine, usually that’s
like three sticks, I grease my pans first and then I mix
in the cinnamon and sugar; I use a third of a cup of
cinnamon and four pounds of sugar. When I do these
things of course calories don’t exist, and neither does
cholesterol.
“You get all that mixed in and we roll them out,
spread the cinnamon and sugar out on them, roll
them up and then slice them up like a jelly roll. Take
the slices and put them in a pan. I found an 8-inch
pan is the perfect size cause generally it’ll hold seven
cinnamon rolls depending on how big they are and if
they’re small you might get several more.
“Let them rise again, turn on the ovens to 400
degrees, put them in there and they really go crazy.
Takes about 10 minutes. Pull them out, you can
freeze them for just about ever then you pull them
out, heat them up and have at them.
“I gave the best man at my wedding a pan of 24
and he gave one to his wife, one to each of his two
children and he consumed the rest.”
(Reprinted with permission from the Dec. 9 issue of the
Peoria Journal-Star, www.pjstar.com)

IGRC pastor becomes American citizen
CARMI – Rev. David Cochran, pastor of Crossville
and McHenry UMC’s in the Cache River District,
became an American citizen in ceremonies held
Oct. 16.
Cochran moved to Carmi in 2001 and married
Jan Cleveland. At the time, Cochran applied for
a green card which would grant him permanent
residence status.
After applying though, he began to see that
his Green Card would be held up. The Office of
Homeland Security had tightened security and
became much more cautious and alert after the
events of Sept. 11, 2001. It took nearly five years
for Cochran to gain his green card.
Skip forward nearly 15 years to January 2014.
Cochran and his wife, Jan, realized that the 10year permanent residence status received after
waiting the initial five years was about to expire.
The naturalization process quickly began when
Cochran decided to become an American citizen.
The tedious process involved a 50-page interview,
Photo courtesy of David Cochran

several background checks, formal interviews,
many Constitution-based tests and much more
before the long-awaited ceremony in O’Fallon.
Cochran said he wrestled with many thoughts
and prayers before deciding to give up allegiance
to his own country of Canada. In the end, he
knew he wanted to remain in the United States
and that he would definitely pledge allegiance to
this country with great pride.
On the day Cochran was naturalized, he was
surrounded by 80 others whom had also been
yearning for citizenship for many years. With
more than 37 countries represented, each by
individuals who would soon be American citizens,
the room was full of stories of excitement and
wonder. Each person was asked to speak about
their choices during this ceremony. Each person
would leave their green card and country behind
and become U.S. citizens.
(Reprinted with permission from the Nov. 5 issue of
the Carmi Times, www.carmitimes.com)
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Oblong Central UMC hosts Islamic cleric,
mosque members during world religion study
Photo courtesy of Mick Laflin

BY RANDY HARRISON
Robinson Daily News

OBLONG – Members of an Oblong church studying
world religions learned about Islam from members of
the Ahmadi Muslim sect.
Members of mosques in Glen Ellyn and Bloomington
met with members of Central UMC recently. The guests
included Imam Shamshad asir, prayer leader of the
Glen Ellyn mosque, who spoke on the Five Pillars of
the Islamic faith, history of his religion and differences
between Ahmadiyyat and other Muslims.

Saying prayers multiple times
everyday is for “spiritual health
and to establish a strong
relationship with God Almighty.”
“I found it very informative and very enlightening,” said
Central UMC pastor Mick Laflin.
Laflin explained church members had been studying
the book, Christianity and World Religions, by Adam
Hamilton. When they reached the lesson on Islam, an
Oblong businessman had an idea.
Atta Shahid, owner of the Oblong Check Mart, is an
Ahmadi Muslim. Imam Shamshad and the others came
to speak at the church at Shahid’s invitation.
Imam Shamshad was excited about the opportunity for
adherents of Christianity and Islam to come together.
During the meeting, he explained Islam’s Five Pillars

teach freedom of faith. One pillar, the declaration of
faith called the Kalima, is a verbal announcement that
one is entering Islam willingly, he explained, comparing
it to Christian baptism.
Another pillar is the five daily prayers. Saying prayers
multiple times everyday is for “spiritual health and to
establish a strong relationship with God Almighty,” it
was explained. This was compared to eating more than
once a day to maintain physical health.
Imam Shamshad also discussed congregational Friday
prayer. Muslims, he said, have to take short breaks from
work, because Friday is a work day. Most business managers “show positive attitude toward this and cooperate” so Muslims can go pray, then return to work.
Spending in the cause of God is the third pillar. As part
of this, a portion of every Muslim’s earnings is spent to
help those in need.
Fasting is also a pillar. During the month of Ramadan,
Muslims fast for 29 to 30 days depending upon the
moon phases.
Muslims don’t eat and drink from one hour and 20
minutes before sunrise till sunset to observe fast. There
are exceptions, however, such as travelers, patients and
nursing mothers.
The final pillar, the haij or the pilgrimage to Mecca,
birthplace of Islam, is supposed to be made by every
able-bodied Muslim at least once in their life.
Among the topics church members asked about
was the concept of “jihad.” Imam Shamshad explained jihad “doesn’t mean killing people in any
way.” Rather it only means to make efforts in any
direction for a good cause.

Even in light of recent terrorist attacks in Paris, the Ahmadiyya Muslim community in Glen Ellyn continues to
reach out to those of other faiths.
The Glen Ellyn mosque arranged congregational
Tahajjud and Fajr prayers at Glen Ellyn St. Thomas UMC
(in the Northern Illinois Conference). Members showed
their respect and moral support for the victims of the
attacks which they called “barbaric.”
The Head of the worldwide Ahmadiyya Muslim community, Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, has condemned
the Paris attacks, saying Islam is a religion of peace. The
Quran, Masroor, explained, says killing even one innocent person is the same as to kill all mankind.
The members of the Bloomington mosque provided
reading material and Imam Shamshad presented the
church with World Crisis and the Pathway to Peace, a compilation of speeches and letters by Imam Hazrat Mirza
Misroor Ahmad, worldwide head of the Ahmadi sect.
Laflin said there has been discussion about having
Imam Shamshad back to speak to a larger group, but
that no definite plans have been made.
Also Laflin invited the church members “to do some
jihad” themselves and visit the Glen Ellyn Ahmadiyya
mosque to learn more.
(Reprinted with permission from the Robinson Daily News,
www.robdailynews.com)

The Quran, Masroor, explained, says
killing even one innocent person is
the same as to kill all mankind.

Christian Conversations
RESPECT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

• And most recently, a group of nearly 20 Wesley
members attended the LDS Church (Latter Day
Saints aka Mormon) on Sunday, Nov. 29.

Ryan Larson and Paul Unger

Photo courtesy of Paul Unger

A current concern that reaches beyond the Champaign-Urbana community of the LDS Church has been the
recent decision by the Mormon Church to restrict children
of same-sex households from receiving some of the blessings and ministries of the church. Ryan is concerned that
these changes may create a kind of spiritual “refugee crisis”
as people, including some within his own family, leave the
church. He believes that strong relationships with other
churches can help people combat the negative effects of
such policies for some.
The United Methodist Church is also struggling with

issues of full inclusion of gender diversities that also have
had negative effects for some.
So when Ryan told the Men’s Bible Study at Wesley that
he would be speaking at the Mormon Sacrament Service on
the last Sunday in November, and that he would appreciate support from the Wesley congregation at that service,
Paul helped to organize a group from Wesley to attend that
service. It was a vitalizing time for all who shared the common experience.
Suggestions for the future include having a combined
choir experience and/or a choir exchange. Ryan said, “And
we could wear those cool red robes you Methodists have!”
So just maybe, it may be timely to rethink the Methodist-Mormon relationship of understanding and support, if
only one Methodist and one Mormon experience at a time.
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Seeking refuge

BY LINDA BLOOM

The real heroes

NEW YORK (UMNS) – Photojournalist Paul Jeffrey
has heard stories from a number of refugees making their way through Europe in recent months
while documenting the faith-based
response to their plight.

The solidarity flows from volunteers, from Greece
and elsewhere, who, in some cases, literally rescue
the refugees as they wash ashore. The sea journey
begins in Turkey, but the passengers come from
places like Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq and Iran.

But the United Methodist missionary still had not visited the place
where many had started their arduous journey.
“This element of crossing the sea is
an important part of the story,” he
explained. “I wanted to go and document myself.”
Paul Jeffrey

So, at the end of October, he spent
nearly a week on Lesbos. On some days, more
than 3,000 people arrive by sea at this small Greek
island, Jeffrey said, while additional boats head to
other Greek islands. During one week this October, a record 56,000-plus migrants and refugees
crossed the Mediterranean from Turkey to Greece,
despite worsening weather.
“Greece is incredibly overwhelmed, that’s the bad
news,” Jeffrey told United Methodist News Service.
“But the good news is this flowering of solidarity
from the grass roots.”

Those volunteers — local fishermen and farmers,
Spanish lifeguards — are the real heroes, Jeffrey
reported.
Volunteers wade into water to bring those in the
boats to safety, offer dry clothes, space blankets,
food and water and then help get the refugees to
a registration center.
“Without the volunteers, this would be an incredible disaster,” he declared.
One day, Jeffrey watched, as he recounted in a
letter to his supporting congregations, as Nabil
Minas, a Christian from Syria, carried his children
to the shore, kissed the ground, crossed himself
and gave everyone nearby a wet hug.
As silly as it may sound, Jeffrey said, hugs are an
important part of the welcome to Greece. Some
people are scared when they arrive, are crying or
shaking, and often the volunteers just hold them
so they can feel safe and not quite so alone.

“When they’re crossing the Agean and coming
into Greece, that’s the first step for them,” he
noted. “It’s an incredibly emotional time.”

Dangerous crossings
If volunteers are the heroes along the shores of
Lesbos, the villains, Jeffrey asserted, are the Turkish smugglers who charge large sums to provide
boats across the Aegean Sea and expect refugees
to pilot the boats after “a crash course in how
to steer.” It’s a frightening experience that can
end badly. Jeffrey waited with some local fishers
who found the body “of what appeared to be an
Afghan boy of about 8 years of age” until some
volunteers arrived to cover it.
“Of all the people I encountered, one image I can’t
get out of my head is that of a Syrian girl whose
parents had taped pieces of Styrofoam to her
body,” Jeffrey wrote in his letter.
“In case the cheap inflatable vest provided by
the Turkish traffickers didn’t suffice in keeping
her afloat in the event their boat capsized, the
Styrofoam would supposedly help. Such measures
underscored for me the desperate nature of this
migration.”
While there has been much reporting of the current migration to Europe, Jeffrey suggested that

Refugees and the Paris attack
The political backlash against refugees
after the Nov. 13 terrorist attacks in Paris
has included an effort by some U.S. governors to bar Syrian refugees from resettling
in their states, drawing protest from some
United Methodists.
Missionary and photojournalist Paul
Jeffrey wishes people would learn more
about what most refugees are facing before
making snap judgments out of fear.
“Over recent weeks, I interviewed several refugees from Iraq and Syria who were
given an ultimatum to support ISIS or get

killed. Instead, they fled,” he reported.
“The attacks in Paris dramatically illustrate what they are fleeing from, and underscore the need for a humanitarian response
that recognizes that the refugees are victims
of terrorism, not perpetrators.
“ISIS wants us to blame the refugees,
because restricting their reception would
support the ISIS narrative that the west is
anti-Muslim,” Jeffrey pointed out. “The governors who have tried to block resettlement
efforts in their states are acting as dupes for
ISIS."
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faith-based organizations could work with refugees to
document their stories. It could help dispel any notion,
he said, that most are just looking for a handout.

“Being a refugee has nothing to do with your economic
status,” he explained. “It has to do with fleeing a situation of violence or oppression.”
Young Syrian men, for example, have decided to leave
rather than join the government’s army or be recruited
by the Islamic State. “There are reasons that men of
military age are leaving,” Jeffrey said. “It’s an underground railroad of sorts.”
Jeffrey posted images and commentary on his Facebook account throughout his stay on Lesbos. As he was
preparing to leave the island on Nov. 3, he reflected on
how the refugees he met graciously let him “into their
lives at a difficult moment,” thanking him as he took a
photo.
“Most of all they gave me an example of courage, of
loving their families enough to risk their lives to seek a
place where their kids won't be bombed,” he wrote. “I
wish them all well. May they find what they are seeking.”
(Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia
reporter based in New York. Follow her at https://twitter.
com/umcscribe.)

An Overview of U.S. Refugee Law and Policy
The United States passed its first official refugee legislation to address the plight of displaced Europeans following World War II. Most refugees are displaced from
their country of origin to a neighboring country, and then
resettled to a third country through international organizations. The United States resettles more refugees than
any other country, refugees who go on to contribute to
our communities and our economy.

What is a refugee?

A refugee, as defined by Section 101(a)(42) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), is a person
who is unable or unwilling to return to his or her home
country because of a “well-founded fear of persecution”
due to race, membership in a particular social group,
political opinion, religion, or national origin. This definition is based on the United Nations 1951 Convention and
1967 Protocols relating to the Status of Refugees,
which the United States became a party to in
1968. Following the Vietnam War and the
country’s experience resettling Indochinese refugees, Congress passed the Refugee Act of 1980, which incorporated the
Convention’s definition into U.S. law and
provides the legal basis for today’s U.S.
Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP).
A person who meets the definition
of a refugee, but who applies for this

status from within the United States—either when they are
seeking admission at a port of entry or after they have already entered the country in a different status or without
status—is an asylee. The United States processes asylees
differently than those who enter the country in refugee
status; that process is not addressed in this article.

How many refugees are there
in the world?
■■

■■

According to UNHCR, at the end of the 2014
there were an estimated 14.4 million refugees (a
19 percent growth from the previous year). According to 2015 statistics, it is estimated that there
are over 4.2 million Syrian refugees.
The top origin countries for refugees in 2013
were Afghanistan (2.6 million), Syria (2.5 million) Somalia (1.1 million), Sudan (650,000), the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (499,600), and
Myanmar (480,000).

How many refugees does
the United States admit?

Each year the President, in consultation with
Congress, determines the numerical ceiling for refugee
admissions. For Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, which began Oct.
1, 2015, the proposed ceiling is 85,000.
■■ Over one-third of all refugee arrivals (35.1 per-

■■
■■

cent, or 24,579) in FY 2015 came from the Near
East/South Asia—a region that includes Iraq, Iran,
Bhutan, and Afghanistan.
Another third of all refugee arrivals (32.1 percent,
or 22,472) in FY 2015 came from Africa.
Over a quarter of all refugee arrivals (26.4 percent,
or 18,469) in FY 2015 came from East Asia — a region that includes China, Vietnam, and Indonesia.

How does the U.S. refugee
resettlement process work?

The Refugee Admissions Program is jointly administered by the Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (PRM) in the Department of State, the Office of
Refugee Resettlement (ORR) in the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS), and offices within the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS) within DHS conducts
refugee interviews and determines individual eligibility
for refugee status in the United States.
There are three principal categories for classifying
refugees under the U.S. refugee program:
■■

Priority One. Individuals with compelling persecution needs or those for whom no other durable
solution exists. These individuals are referred to
the United States by UNHCR, or they are identified by a U.S. embassy or a non-governmental

OVERVIEW CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Refugee Ceilings and Admitted Refugees
to the United States, FY 2009-2015

the processing times of the U.S. refugee
resettlement program “can be quite prolonged, leaving some refugees stranded in
dangerous locations or in difficult circumstances.” According to the Department of
State the entire process can take an average of 18-24 months to complete. These
issues have improved in recent years; in
a 2014 report, the Obama Administration cited “interagency coordination and
processing procedures” as one of the
reasons for increased admissions.
Once this assurance of placement has been secured
and medical examinations and security checks have
been completed, RSCs work together with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to schedule
and arrange refugee travel to the United States.
■■

(Source: Refugee Processing Center)

■■

■■

organization (NGO).
Priority Two. Groups of “special concern” to
the United States, which are selected by the
Department of State with input from USCIS,
UNHCR, and designated NGOs. Currently, the
groups include certain persons from the former Soviet Union, Cuba, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Iraq, Iran, Burma, and Bhutan.
Priority Three. The relatives of refugees (parents, spouses, and unmarried children under
21) who are already settled in the United States
may be admitted as refugees. The U.S.-based
relative must file an Affidavit of Relationship
(AOR) and must be processed by DHS.

Before admission to the United States, each
refugee must undergo an extensive interviewing,
screening, and security clearance process conducted
by Regional Refugee Coordinators and overseas
Resettlement Support Centers (RSCs). To qualify,
individuals generally must not already be firmly
resettled in any other country. Not everyone who falls
into the three preceding categories is admitted to the
United States.
■■

The INA requires most prospective refugees to
prove their individual case of “well-founded

■■

■■

fear,” regardless of the person’s country, circumstance, or classification in a priority category.
Refugees are subject to the grounds of exclusion listed in Section 212(a) of the INA,
including health-related grounds, moral/
criminal grounds, and security grounds. They
may also be excluded for polygamy, misrepresentation of facts on visa applications, smuggling, and previous deportations. Waivers
exist for certain grounds of exclusion.

After a refugee has been conditionally accepted
for resettlement, the RSC sends a request for assurance of placement to the United States, and the
Refugee Processing Center (RPC) works with private
voluntary agencies (VOLAG) to determine where
the refugee will live. Refugees resettled in the United
States do not need to have a U.S. “sponsor.” If a refugee approved for admission does have a relative living
in the United States, every effort will be made to place
the refugee near his or her relative.
■■

If a person is accepted as a refugee for admission to the United States, it is conditioned
upon the individual passing a medical examination and all security checks.
■■ According to a Human Rights First report,

How you can help
The United Methodist Committee on Relief and
the General Board of Global Ministries are
addressing the global refugee and migration
contexts guided by four principles:
• Acknowledging the right to stay and flourish in one's country of origin;
• Allowing safe passage for those with no
viable alternative but to leave;
• Welcoming and belonging, a process
wherein migrants, refugees, and receiving
communities work together to meet the
needs of new arrivals;
• Supporting those who return to help them
reintegrate with dignity into their home
countries after deportation.
Advance No. 3022144, “Addressing the global
refugee and migration crisis,” has an annual
fundraising goal of $2.25 million.

Before departing, refugees sign a promissory
note to repay the United States for their travel
costs. This travel loan is an interest-free loan
that refugees begin to pay back six months
after arriving in the country.
Upon receipt of the IOM travel notification,
the VOLAG arranges for the reception of
refugees at the airport and transportation to
their housing at their final destination.

What happens once
refugees arrive?
■■

■■

■■

■■

A VOLAG is responsible for assuring that
most services are provided during the refugee’s first 90 days in the Unites States. They
arrange for food, housing, clothing, employment counseling, medical care, and other
necessities.
One year after admission, a refugee may apply
for Lawful Permanent Resident (“LPR”) status. If they adjusted to LPR status, they may
petition for naturalization five years after their
arrival in the United States.
In FY 2014, new refugee arrivals went to 46
states. Top recipient states were California
(3,068), Michigan (2,753), Texas (2,462), Illinois (1,064), and Arizona (973).
Refugees are expected to have a job within
six months of arrival. Refugee men who have
recently arrived are employed at a higher
rate than native born (67 percent to 60
percent respectively), and refugee women are
employed at the same rate as native women.

To donate, visit: http://www.umcmission.org/
Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/3022144

Want to help resettle refugee families in the U.S.?
United Methodist congregations in the United
States called to a ministry of hospitality by
resettling Syrian refugees in their communities
should be in touch with Church World Service
(CWS), one of the local or regional organizations certified as a refugee resettlement agency
through the U.S. government. CWS is a longtime ecumenical partner of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).
CWS’s refugee and immigrant center in Illinois
is: IRefugeeOne, 4753 N. Broadway, Suite 401,
Chicago, IL 60640-4981. Phone: 773-989-5647
or email: mkano@refugeeone.org.
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The United Methodist Church commits itself to:
1.

provide real help for refugees, asylees, and migrants;

2.

engage in strong, coordinated advocacy on migration
issues and on behalf of actions that overcome poverty,
war and other causes leading to the displacement and
marginalization of people; and

3.

organize through institutional channels and prepare educational resources for the achievement of these objectives.
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The Book of Resolutions, adopted by the 2008 General Conference
1.

“We commit ourselves as a Church to the achievement of
a world community that is a fellowship of persons who
honestly love one another. We pledge ourselves to seek
the meaning of the gospel in all issues that divide people
and threaten the growth of world community” (¶ 165).

2.

“In order to provide basic needs such as food, clothing,
shelter, education, health care, and other necessities,
ways must be found to share more equitably the resources of the world” (¶ 163E).

3.

“We advocate for the rights of all migrants and applaud
their efforts toward responsibility self-organization and
self-determination”(¶ 163F, 2012 Book of Resolutions).

Photo by Tricia Bruckbauer, United Methodist Board of Church and Society

United Methodist Bishop Sally Dyck joined other national faith leaders and senators speaking on welcoming Syrian refugees during a
Capitol Hill press conference on Dec. 8.

Bishop Dyck shares stories of Syrian refugees
BY KATHY L. GILBERT AND LINDA BLOOM

WASHINGTON, D.C. (UMNS) – In the midst of
calls to cast out refugees, United Methodist Bishop Sally
Dyck traveled to Capitol Hill to add her voice to those of
other national faith leaders and three U.S. senators calling
for lawmakers to show mercy.
Dyck, Northern Illinois Conference, wrote a letter to
Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner in November advocating
for Syrian refugees seeking asylum. She spoke about those
families at the press conference organized by Church
World Service on Dec. 8.
“Many young families find themselves between the
violence behind them and the refusal of resettlement in
some place with peace and safety, which is all that they
really want,” she said. “I trust that our senators will not
prevent these refugees from coming.”
Dyck talked about Justice for Our Neighbors, a
United Methodist ministry that offers free legal assistance
to immigrants and refugees. She said in her conference,
the organization is working with eight Syrians.
“Amira is a young mother with three young children,
and these three girls are every bit as silly and rambunctious as any of our children or grandchildren. But they
have seen huge trauma, and they are just getting resettled
by going to school,” Dyck said.
She applauded Illinois Senator Dick Durbin’s call for
100,000 Syrian refugees to be resettled in the U.S.
U.S. Sens. Durbin (D-Ill.), Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) and
Tim Kaine (D-Va.) joined the national faith leaders in
pressing the administration to welcome refugees.
After the attacks in Paris and San Bernardino, California, both linked to terrorists, many politicians and
leaders are calling for harsh steps to keep out refugees.
“Some have reacted to these horrific terrorist attacks
by calling for our government to suspend refugees coming
to this country,” Durbin said. “Make no mistake: that is
precisely what terrorists want. They commit these atrocities to disrupt our lives, make us look over our shoulders
and turn neighbor against neighbor in fear. We cannot
allow the United States to fall into that trap.”
“The United States presently has resettled only 2,000
Syrian refugees, and that number should be significantly

increased in order to show authentic global leadership,”
said Bill Mefford, director of civil and human rights for
the United Methodist Board of Church and Society. The
social justice agency of the denomination advocates for
immigrants, migrant workers and refugees.
“Refugees are the single most scrutinized and vetted
individuals to travel to the United States, undergoing
more than seven security checks by intelligence agencies and taking individuals longer than 1,000 days to be
processed before entering. This is not a national security
issue; this is a moral issue, and it is time for us as people
to welcome refugees as Christ has welcomed us.”

Denominational concern and action

Other United Methodist have joined in calls for compassion and moved to help Syrian refugees.
Three bishops sent letters Dec. 8 to all United Methodist clergy in Alabama and Florida, offering a pastoral
response to the war in Syria and rise of the terrorist group
ISIS, or the Islamic State. The letters were from Bishop
Paul L. Leeland, Alabama-West Florida Conference;
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett, North Alabama Conference, and Bishop Ken Carter, Florida Conference.
“As we approach Christmas, we remember that
the Gospel of Matthew, likely written in Syria, tells the
story of the Holy Family who flee the violence of their
own home,” the letter to Florida clergy said.
“We call upon our churches to welcome our
brothers and sisters of all faiths.”
Hospitality can be balanced with security, the bishops pointed out, noting that the
U.S. resettlement screening process often
takes 18 to 24 months.
In New Jersey, Morrow Memorial
United Methodist Church of Maplewood
recently welcomed a Syrian refugee family of
five, despite New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie's
opposition to accepting Syrian refugees in the
state.
During a Nov. 20 press conference in
Topeka, Bishop Scott J. Jones, Great Plains
Conference, announced that at least 35
United Methodist congregations in Kansas

and Nebraska have agreed to sponsor one or more Syrian
refugee families when immigration to the U.S. becomes
possible,
United Methodists also signed open letters asking
the U.S. to welcome refugees from Syria and elsewhere
and urged political leaders opposing resettlement to
reconsider those opinions.
After the Paris terrorist attacks, Bishop Gary Mueller of the Arkansas Conference responded to Gov. Asa
Hutchinson of Arkansas, who was among more than two
dozen U.S. governors wanting their state borders closed to
Syrian refugees.
Mueller said he favored heightened security but also
“heightened compassion towards Syrian refugees who are
suffering at the hands of ISIS in ways we can only begin to
comprehend.”
Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church in Tipp
City, Ohio, is collaborating with the United Methodist
Board of Global Ministries and the United Methodist
Committee on Relief on a special Christmas offering,
Beyond Bethlehem, which focuses on the overall refugee
crisis, and encouraging other churches to do the same.
Gilbert is a multimedia reporter for United Methodist News
Service. Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia reporter based in New York.
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The challenge
of loving one’s
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neighbor as yourself
BY PAUL BLACK

The year 2015 provided many challenges for
United Methodists in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference as changes on many fronts swept through
and much of the challenge was how to respond.
Jesus summed up the totality of the law by
teaching we are to love God and to love neighbor. The second half of the Great Commandment
seemed to be the struggle of 2015.
The conference was not alone in those changes. The United Methodist News Service, in polling
conference communicators, identified the five top
stories of the year across the connection:
• The struggle against racism, as witnessed
in Baltimore, Cleveland, North Charleston,
Staten Island and Chicago
• Migrants and terrorism, as the Christian
church’s response to the Paris terrorist attacks and the growing number of refugees
from Syria as well as part of Africa presented a challenge on how best to care for them.
• Sexuality debate intensifies as United
Methodists prepare for General Confer-

(see story on page 11).
• The rise of local pastors. Local pastors —
non-ordained, and in most cases without a
seminary degree — are growing in number
and taking on more roles in The United
Methodist Church. Due to declining numbers and fewer ordained elders, there is a
rapid growth of part-time local pastors and
the use of local pastors in Hispanic outreach. The shift from elders to local pastors
means that conferences will be faced with
training and equipping leaders in a new
way.

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference’s story
overlaps with the larger connectional story in that
loving one’s neighbor was at the heart of many
events and happenings in 2015.

Reinvention of camping program

One of the most heart-wrenching discussions
at the 2015 annual conference centered around the
future of the camping program.
The IGRC Camping Commission announced
in late January it would be bringing a proposal to
the 2015 Annual Conference that would:
• Retire, sell, and reallocate the assets of
Epworth, Jensen Woods and Living Springs
camps
• Redesign East Bay Camp and reduce
property size if the design allows and it is
prudent to do so;
• Reduce the Little Grassy property and facilities by relinquishing the lease on the north
side of the camp and continue to discern the
long-term sustainability of the remainder of
the property.

ence. In June, the Supreme Court legalized
same-sex civil marriage in all 50 states.
While the ruling did not change church law,
which prohibits pastors from conducting
and churches from hosting “ceremonies that
celebrate homosexual unions,” it fueled the
debate at annual conferences, while legal
proceedings continued against those that
practiced civil disobedience in defiance of
the church’s position
• Deadly Ebola continues to linger in West
Africa. The IGRC was particularly affected
by Ebola due to its mission partnership with
Liberia. And in December, trips planned for
January 2016 were postponed because of
a re-emergence of Ebola in late November

The recommendation came after more than
a year of consultation with Kaleidoscope, Inc., a
camping consulting firm based in Ohio.
The proposal was approved with the recommendation that a non-profit group interested in the
Jensen Woods camp site be given the right of first
refusal.
Closing celebrations
were held in October and
November at each of the
campsites, which gave
witness to the impact
these campsites made in
making disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.
Rev. Ed Hoke, pastor
of Goreville and Creal
Springs UMC in the
Cache River District, was
selected as the Minister
of Mission Expansion at

Little Grassy (see related story on page 16).

The Ebola crisis
and mission partnerships

Mission partnerships continue to be one way
in which IGRC United Methodists have shown love
to one’s neighbor. Despite the Ebola scare cancelling mission trips to Liberia in 2015, the Conference celebrated its partnership during Annual
Conference. Much of the work during the Ebola
crisis has been to provide funds through UMCOR’s
International Disaster Response Advance #982450;
and through local congregations providing Pastor
Salary Support (Advance #15124A) and Scholarship Support for students (Advance #15125B).
Mission groups also went to Honduras in June
for the fourth year to continue construction on a
new Mission headquarters project in the capital
city of Tegucigalpa. The 2016 trip is slated for June
18-26.
A third mission partnership – with Hungary
– made its third trip to Hungary for outreach and
training in June. The team had three goals – building relationship through worship and fellowship;
teaching conversational English classes to high
school students; and outreach with a partner
church, the Pest UMC, which hosted IGRC clergy
member Steve Heitkamp who led a session on parenting teenagers and a second session on counseling a friend or family member in need. The 2016
trip is slated for June 16-25.

Disaster response and
mission trips

Several mission teams traveled to assist in the
cleanup and rebuilding of tornado-ravaged communities of Brookport, Coal City and Washington
that were hit Nov. 17, 2013.
On April 9, two tornados cut a path of
destruction through the Northern Illinois Conference, killing two and destroying homes and businesses with the brunt being felt in Ogle and DeKalb
counties.
Watseka experienced its second major flood
in seven years over the
weekend of July 12.
Roughly 60 square blocks
and 350 homes were affected. The Watseka Area
Food Pantry, a ministry
of Watseka First UMC,
expanded its outreach
and provided food for
290 households (1,000
individuals).
More than 100 flood
buckets were provided
by the Midwest Mission

Hea
Relationships were at the heart of the 2015
annual conference. The theme, Healing the Circle,
included an Act of Repentance toward indigenous
people. Conference speakers Rev. Fred Shaw and the
Rev. Dr. Thom White Wolf Fassett prepared lay and
clergy for the Friday service by recounting the history of relations between the white population and
Native Americans throughout the years.
Three IGRC pastors – Dan Lybarger, Gary
Billiot and Danira Parra – told of their personal
experiences through video. Parra, who grew up as
a person of both Native American and Hispanic
heritage, noted that Illinois has the largest Native
American population of any state without a reservation.
“(For me), it was easier to be seen as Hispanic,
although I am only one-fourth Hispanic,” Parra
said. “When you are Native American, it’s like you
don’t exist.”
Parra then challenged the IGRC. “We have
had a wonderful mission partnership with a thirdworld country in Africa, but we have Third World
countries in the United States,” she said. “They are
called reservations.” She challenged the conference
to adopt a reservation – “just one” – in a mission
partnership and she asked the United Methodist
Women to adopt “just one” mission project that
could build a relationship similar to the UMW’s
relationships with Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood
House and Cunningham Home.

Africa University Making Dreams
Possible Scholarships

Support for Africa University students was also
apparent at Annual Conference. A total of $568,089
in pledges were made by congregations and individuals on opening night with a $35,603 offering.
Another $20,000 was raised at the Bishops’ Open
golf outing in May. The 2016 golf outing has been
announced for April 22 and funds raised will push
the campaign closer to its final goal of $1 million to
fund eight endowed scholarships.

Lawsuit filed against Ohio Chapel

The conference filed suit Aug. 10 against Ohio
Chapel in deep southern Illinois after the congregation announced its independence from the conference in March. The church’s pastor, Rev. Tammy

Godly sorrow brings repentance

Horn, also discontinued as a local pastor with the
denomination but continues to be the church’s
pastor as the breakaway congregation occupies the
building.
When a new pastor was appointed to begin July
1, members barred access to the building saying that
“only invited guests” were allowed inside to worship.
The conference is maintaining its rights under
the denomination’s trust clause. A Pulaski County
judge dismissed the conference’s motion for injunctive relief but allowed the conference to amend the
complaint so that it can move forward. Counsel for
the conference filed an amended complaint Dec. 8
and the process continues.

General and Jurisdictional
Conference delegates

The 2015 Annual Conference elected five lay
and five clergy to represent them at the 2016 General Conference which will be held May 10-20 in
Portland, Ore. Another five lay and five clergy will
join the General Conference delegation to form the
IGRC delegation at the 2016 North Central Jurisdictional Conference July 13-16 in Peoria.
In all, 38 clergy and 17 laity offered themselves
for consideration.
Those elected (in order of election) among
clergy were: Sylvester Weatherall; Andy Adams; Sara
Isbell; Bob Phillips; and Chris Ritter. Randy Robinson, Roger Ross, Janice Griffith, Rose Booker-Jones
and Beth Fender join to complete the jurisdictional
delegation with J. Keith Zimmerman, Nicole Cox
and Dennis Price as alternates.
Among laity, the following were elected:
Rhonda Whitaker, Bunny Wolfe, Bobby Davis,
Kimberly Woods and Steve Schonert. Larry Weber,
Marian McCray, Anish Hermon, Fred Iutzi and
Carol Sims complete the jurisdictional delegation
with Melissa Calvillo, Carolyn Yockey and LaVon
Wilson as alternates.
Delegates will be electing four bishops to
replace Bishops Michael Coyner of Indiana; John
Hopkins of East Ohio; Jonathan Keaton of Illinois
Great Rivers Conference; and Deborah Kiesey of
Michigan. Kiesey announced her retirement Nov. 5,
citing health issues which caused her to opt for early
retirement.
Weatherall has been selected by the delegation
as its choice for the episcopacy. He joins a field of
candidates that have already announced – Dr. Frank
Beard, Indiana; Dr. Tracy Smith Malone, Northern
Illinois; and Rev. David Alan Bard, Minnesota.

Year in Review
tion may have been some of the first to travel to
Cuba following the lifting of the U.S. trade embargo
on the country after more than 50 years when a
group of students were guests of the autonomous
Cuban Methodist Church in March.
Eastern Illinois University’s Wesley Foundation
began a food pantry for students noting that food
insecurity is a high demographic for college students. EIU students also traveled to West Virginia to
work on an Appalachian Service Project in Guyan
County.
The University of Illinois Wesley Foundation
celebrated the surpassing of 1 million meals as
100,000 meals were packed by volunteers in Monticello Feb. 28. The group, Illini Fighting Hunger, also
a similar packaging event at a BOGO (Buy One, Get
One) lunch at Annual Conference. By September,
IFH had packaged more than 1.4 million meals,
many of them distributed through the Eastern Illinois Foodbank, earning the agency’s Community
Partner of the Year for 2015.
Institutionally, two of the United Methodistrelated colleges and universities welcomed new
presidents.
Dr. Colleen Hester announced that she would
be leaving MacMurray College in May after serving
as that institution’s chief executive for eight years.
Mark J. Tierno, president of Cazenovia College in
Cazenovia, N.Y. was selected May 19 to become the
college’s 16th president.
Illinois Wesleyan University selected Eric R.
Jensen, president of Hamline University of St. Paul,
Minn., as its 19th president Sept. 14. Jensen began
his presidency in November, succeeding the retiring
Richard F. Wilson.
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Distribution Center and conference disaster funds
were granted to assist with flood relief.
In June, Coal City was hit with a second
tornado just 17 months after the first one. Coal
City UMC went into action and served as the hub
of disaster relief operations and member Lori Cora
stepped up for a second time to oversee the operation.
Bishop Jonathan Keaton visited Coal City on
June 26, saying he had a little “Good Friday” as he
watched the church in action and then returned in
November to preach morning worship on the first
tornado’s second anniversary.
On July 16, tornados hit the communities of
Cameron and Delevan. Early responders were deployed in both communities to assist with cleanup
with 185 responding July 20 in Delevan. Fairview
Center and Delevan UMC’s served as staging centers for disaster response.
Responders also were deployed in Quincy
July 14 where straight-line winds resulted in a large
number of downed trees and property damage.
While a park adjacent to Chaddock was hit, there
was no damage to Chaddock or its construction site
for a new school.
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Higher education

Campus ministries were very active in establishing connections with local churches and the
mission to the broader church, broadening relationships and seeking new connections.
Illinois State University’s Wesley Foundation
created a new ministry, Examine Your Call, a vocational discernment process funded by a grant from
the Lilly Endowment that included small groups
and mentor relationships that sought to assist in
clarifying God’s call upon students’ lives.
Western Illinois University’s Wesley Founda-
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National / Global News

Ebola resurfaces in Liberia
BY JULU SWEN

MONROVIA, Liberia (UMNS) – Three new
cases of Ebola have been confirmed in Liberia after
the West African nation has been twice declared
Ebola-free, according to Ministry of Health authorities.
In an official statement, Dr. Bernice Dahn,
Minister of Health, said the new cases were
discovered Nov. 19 when a patient visiting a local
hospital had symptoms of Ebola. His blood tested
positive for the virus.
Three other people whom he had close contact with were also hospitalized and isolated.
Authorities at the Ministry of Health are now
working with the health team of Montserrado
County, the county in which the capital city of
Liberia is located, to investigate and isolate people
with probable contact with the patient.
The new outbreak occurred in the Paynesville,
a suburb of Monrovia, and has now created new
wave of panic among residents of the city of Monrovia, according to news reports.
Dr. Francis Kateh, Chief Medical Officer of
Liberia, said mechanisms have been put into place
to avert the danger that could come with this

January mission trips
to Liberia postponed

Due to the U.S. State Department’s heightened
international travel alert until late February 2016,
and the recent three new cases of Ebola in the
outlying area of the capital city of Monrovia, the
January IGRC teams scheduled for travel to Liberia
are being postponed. Although there have now
been 21 days with no new cases of Ebola in Liberia, it will take 42 days for CDC to declare Liberia
once again Ebola free.
outbreak. He indicated that the Ministry of Health
and community leaders in the Paynesville area
have set up a Precautionary Observation Center
where individuals who are certified by the team
of investigators will be asked to remain indoor in
the community for 21 days while food and other
needed goods will be provided for them by the
government.
“Only those who are considered high risk will
be taken to the official holding center for observation,” he said.
Kateh participated in the Ebola vaccines
trial process last February. He said the ministry is
investigating the origin of the present outbreak to
determine whether this is a new Ebola strand or
the one that is already in Liberia.
“Through gene sequencing we are going to determine which Ebola strand constitutes the present
outbreak,” he said.
Liberia was declared Ebola free in May and
then again in September. More than 4,800 people
have died from Ebola in Liberia since the outbreak
in 2014. Liberia has been the country hardest hit
by the outbreak.
Swen is editor and publisher of West African Writers, an online publication about United Methodist
happenings in West Africa and assists the denomination in Liberia with coverage for United Methodist
Communications.

Our mission partnership with Liberia continues
although we are not currently taking teams. New
Hope UMC in Paynesville (IGRC Advance #6675)
and Bethany UMC in Buchanan (designated donations may be channeled through IGRC Advance
#6660) are ongoing building projects. Approximately 160 students in Liberia are attending
school because of the IGRC Liberia Scholarship
Advance #6995 with many other students being
sponsored by direct gifts. Our mission partners
and friends in Liberia remain in constant contact
with us.
Let us pray not only for Liberia, but also for neighboring countries of Guinea and Sierra Leone that
the region of West Africa may remain Ebola free.
Everyone, our teams waiting to go and our
partners in Liberia, all await for the day when
IGRC mission teams may resume travel to Liberia.
Both teams will be rescheduled. At the present,
the rescheduled dates are not yet determined. In
the meantime, no ocean, no heightened terrorist
alert, no potential threat of disease will separate
us as we remain connected in prayer for one
another.
Bunny Wolfe -- IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach
Rev. J. Keith Zimmerman -- IGRC Liberia Partnership Chair

UMC #GivingTuesday receives $2.8 million in a global effort
NEW YORK – Nearly 6,000 donors from 27 countries
donated $2.8 million through The Advance to support
mission and ministries around the world.

Advance projects. It is so encouraging to our partners
around the world. We are thankful for all who give and
for those who are receiving these financial gifts.”

The denomination’s General Board of Global Ministries
matched the first $1 million, building additional incentive for giving. More than 770 projects and missionaries
received 8,757 gifts through The Advance, the designated giving channel of The United Methodist Church.

A new approach to UMC #GivingTuesday this year
involved building relationships with local churches
through teams that worked locally to promote Advance
projects and missionaries.

Noting the increase in gifts from the $2.5 million
donated during 2014’s UMC #GivingTuesday, Thomas
Kemper, general secretary of Global Ministries, said,
“Methodist giving is resilient. As we face a pandemic of
mass shootings, a global refugee crisis, and an outbreak
of desperate acts of violence, Methodists’ commitment
to the mission of the church is a powerful testament to
the faith and trust in the denomination’s ability to transform the world.” He continued, “Every gift made through
The Advance on Giving Tuesday and throughout the
year has the power and possibility to make a difference
in the lives of women, men, and children globally.”

Anja Williams, director of marketing, described the
team concept in this way: “For the first time we encouraged the formation of teams to galvanize supporters
and to get them excited about the Advance projects
and causes they care about most. We had teams of all
sizes, including a team with as few as five members and
one with over 3,000 members, as well as in between.”
Williams added, “We hope in years to come that more
teams will form and partner with projects to strengthen
the work that’s being done. Few or many, it’s exciting
to see the collective role we play in changing the world
when we allow the love of Christ to move us into action!”

Ellen Knudsen, director of Advance projects, shared,
“We are delighted that, once again, donors have joined
together on this special day of giving to support
the life-changing work of United Methodist-related

This is the third year that The Advance participated
in UMC #GivingTuesday, part of a larger international
movement that provides an alternative to Black Friday,
Local Business Saturday, and Cyber Monday — the

shopping traditions following Thanksgiving.

Emily Miller, Global Ministries’ associate general secretary for Communications and Development, said, “The
exponential growth of Giving Tuesday in general is a
beautiful response to the hyper-consumerism we see
leading up to the Christmas season, and it is great that
United Methodists remain steadfast in their support of
denominational priorities.”
The United Methodist Church has become a model
for other organizations wanting to participate in the
larger #GivingTuesday campaign. Global Ministries was
among the partners invited to the White House in 2014
by the Office of Social Innovation and Civic Partnership
to promote and support #GivingTuesday.
Denominational agencies such as the General Board
of Higher Education and Ministry, the General Board of
Discipleship, the General Commission on Religion and
Race, and United Methodist Communications united
to help promote giving through The Advance on UMC
#GivingTuesday.
A full report of projects that were supported and the
gifts that Global Ministries matched will be available
at www.umcmission.org in mid-December.

Conference News
students from her mentor, an experienced youth
director. She aspires to work as a pediatric nurse
at St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital one day, supporting children and their families in a time of great
need.

BY BETH FENDER
IGRC Coordinator of Discipleship and New Streams

One Megan was fairly sure she was called to pastoral ministry, and was willing to go wherever she was
sent to gain experience in a local church or parish.
Another Megan was preparing to become a nurse,
but planned to be “heavily involved in a church”
wherever life might take her after graduation. Both
young women applied and were accepted to serve
through the IGRC Intern Program during the summer of 2015.
Megan Hoenig served
in a two, small-church
parish in the Iroquois
River District -- quite
a distance physically
and socially from her
home in Galesburg.
She is now back
at Western Illinois
University, working to
complete her degree
and still planning
to apply for seminary when the time
comes.

Up to 15 young adults will be serving in ministries
and churches throughout the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference this summer or during the 2016-17 academic year through the IGRC Intern Program. The
purpose of the program is to provide opportunities
for Christian young adults to explore their unique
calls to ministry and to experience those ministries
first hand. The focus of the program is on vocational discernment and on the spiritual and leadership

development of the intern.

In past years, interns have served in locations from
Carbon Cliff to Bradley to Alton to Metropolis in
feeding ministries, music ministry, children and
youth ministry, camping ministry, and more. Some
have shadowed pastors, while others have learned
about the business or communications aspects of a
church. Many have helped to lead mission trips and
Vacation Bible School (including a sidewalk VBS in
a central city neighborhood), and some go to camp
for one or more weeks with children from the congregation where they serve. A few interns this year
will be involved in a traveling camp experience held
in local churches throughout the conference.

THE CURRENT
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Each intern will work with one or more mentors,
including both clergy and laity from churches
throughout the conference. While interns receive
a stipend (provided through the generous apportionment giving of IGRC congregations), mentors
volunteer for the task – some year after year, some
just for this season. A few of our mentors in recent
years have been former interns who are now serving in full-time ministry!
Megan Hoenig

Megan Fish served in youth ministry in her home
church, where she could put her experience leading a small group at Northern Illinois University to
work as she learned strategies for working with

Megan Fish with mentor Frank Newburn

To learn more about the IGRC Intern Program and
how you, a young adult you know, or your church
or ministry can get involved, please visit www.igrc.
org/interns or contact Beth Fender at 217-529-2611
or via email at bfender@igrc.org. Applications are
available on the website now, and the application
deadline is March 1.

Poshard Foundation awards $100,000 to
agencies to help with state funding shortfall
BY MARILYN HALSTEAD

CARTERVILLE – Poshard Foundation founders
Jo and Glenn Poshard wanted to make the holidays
brighter for children in Southern Illinois, but not by
providing presents under Christmas trees or at holiday
parties.
The foundation recently gave $100,000 to a dozen
social services agencies that help children who have
suffered the traumas of abuse, abandonment or neglect,
including the United Methodist Children’s Home in
Mt. Vernon.
The grants are a response to the state budget impasse, which has led to decreases in funding for many
social service agencies.
“We hope this will help the children and stretch the
dollars a little further and a little longer,” Jo Poshard said.
Family Counseling Center, based in Vienna, will
return three of its five certified counselors, who were
laid off or had their hours reduced, to full time, according to executive director Sherrie Crabb.
Lutheran Social Services will train five counselors
to be certified trauma-focused cognitive behavioral
therapists.
Cairo Women’s Shelter will use the Poshard Foundation grant to fund its children’s program.
Grants also were awarded to: The Amy Center,
Mount Vernon; Baptist Children’s Home and Family
Services, Carmi; Caritas Family Solutions, Carterville;
Hoyleton Ministries, Hoyleton; Two Rivers Child Advocacy Center, Anna; United Methodist Children’s Home,
Mount Vernon; The Women’s Center Inc., Carbondale;
Williamson County Child Advocacy Center, Herrin.
(Reprinted with permission from the Dec. 4 issue of The
Southern Illinoisan, www.thesouthern.com)

Photo by John D. Homan, Logan Media Services

John Shadowens, new CEO of the United Methodist Children’s Home (foreground), Gary Huelsman of Caritas Family Solutions, Craig Steiner and Chris Cox of Hoyleton
Ministries and Doug Devore of Baptist Children’s Home and Family Services, applaud the awarding of $100,000 in grants to their agencies as a means of assisting
during the state government impasse. UMCH will use its grant money to provide no cost counseling to youth in Jefferson, Marion and Franklin county communities,
specifically youth who have been victims of abuse and neglect.
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Conference News

Hoke appointed to new camping position
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – In consultation with the IGRC
Camping Commission and the Cabinet, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton has announced the appointment of the
Rev. Ed Hoke to a newly-created Minister of Mission
Expansion, effective Jan. 1.
Hoke, pastor of the Goreville and
Creal Springs UMC’s in the Cache
River District and chair of the IGRC
Commission on Camping and Retreat
Ministries for the past three years, will
be leaving both assignments to accept
the new, full-time position within
camping.
Based at Little Grassy Camp, the Minister of Mission Expansion was created in response to the Camping
Commission’s commitment to greater intentionality in
its role as a conference ministry, which is to equip local
churches for ministry and to provide a connection for
ministry beyond the local church.
“I am so excited to start this new position,” Hoke
said. “I promised the conference I would do everything
in my power to make camping a success in the IGRC.

As I prayed about it, I felt God leading me to apply.”
Hoke emerged from a field of candidates for the
ordained position, which is likened to the role of a lead
pastor in a local church. Hoke’s responsibility will be to
hold the Camping and Retreat Ministries’ vision and
assure that all parts of the camp’s operation are aligned
with that vision. He will give oversight to the health of
the whole ministry, provide resources and supervise
year-round camp staff.
The position is not a traditional site manager who
is involved chiefly in the daily operations of the property and facility. At Little Grassy, a facilities manager,
kitchen manager and office manager will undertake
these tasks. Rather, Hoke will join a larger team of
site and program leaders that are part of the Camping
makeover that includes reallocation of financial assets,
property and staff time and energy to address the needs
for modernization and new models for ministry at the
two IGRC-owned sites. The makeover also includes the
establishment of a fund to provide program grants to
local churches and their leaders for retreats initiated by
the local church.
The Minister of Mission Expansion will position

the ministry to be missionally relevant. He will be in
constant conversation with local churches, individual
leaders, and community non-profit organizations to
identify needs and help meet those needs through
hospitality and programs designed to meet those needs.
The MME will be a constant pastoral presence on site,
available to administer sacraments and preach.
“I am looking forward to getting out and talking
with pastors, Sunday School classes, youth groups,
parents and preaching in churches to listen to what all
of you think is needed and to talk about how camping
is still a tool that God used to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world,” Hoke said.
“Call me to set up times we can get together.”
The Camping Commission hopes to place a second
Minister of Mission Expansion at East Bay Camp as
soon as possible.
Hoke is a veteran of camping ministry with more
than 30 years of experience in pastoring local churches.
From January 1991 to June 1998, Hoke served as manager and director of Little Grassy Camp in the more
traditional site manager role. He has also been active
individual camps and provided program leadership.

The United Methodist Children’s Home raised $6,800 at its annual Festival
of Trees Nov. 20-22 at the Granada Center in Mt. Vernon. Nearly 40 trees
were on display and available for purchase through blind bids.
Of the $6,800, $4,000 will go to fund the Children’s Home’s Healthy Homes
for Healing Hearts campaign to renovate its 1950-60’s housing on campus
for residential youth. The remaining funds will be spread out to cover a
wide array of needs within other programs at UMCH.

Photos by Travis Morse, Mt. Vernon Register-News

Golden Cross in the ‘feeding sheep’ ministry
BY CAROL RANKIN

As I was pondering the scripture of John 21:15-18 about
Jesus’ conversation with Peter
feeding sheep, the thought
came to me that this could be
Jesus talking to us today. He
might say, “Illinois Great Rivers
Conference, do you love me?”
We would answer, “Yes, Lord, we
love you.” Jesus would ask us to tend his older sheep.
He would ask again, “Illinois Great Rivers Conference,
do you love me?” We would answer “Yes, Lord, we love
you.” Jesus would tell us to feed his young lambs. And
the third time Jesus would ask us if we loved him. With
some exasperation we would reply, “Yes, Lord, this is

the third time you have asked.
You know we love you.” Jesus
might reply “Then feed ALL my
people, the sick, the homeless,
the poor, the least, the lonely,
the lost.”
Golden Cross is in the business
of feeding sheep. In the Illinois
Great River Conference we have
ministries that serve our older
adults: Evenglow Lodge in Pontiac, Sunset Home in
Quincy, United Methodist Village in Lawrenceville, and
Wesley Village in Macomb. We have ministries that care
for young lambs: The Baby Fold in Normal, Chaddock
in Quincy, and United Methodist Children’s Home in
Mt. Vernon. To care for the sick and those who care for

them, we have two Pastoral Care Ministries at Alton
Memorial and Unity Point Health –Methodist in Peoria.
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House in East St.
Louis provides a wealth of services to the people of the
area in forms of education, housing, family services,
day care, job training and more.
In the coming months watch for the Golden Cross ministries to be featured in Current articles. In the meantime, I would encourage you as churches to include the
Golden Cross in your budget/mission giving planning
as you join in Feeding Sheep of the IGRC. You can learn
more by visiting the ministries online at www.igrc.org/
goldencross.
(Carol Rankin is a member of Living Faith UMC in the
LaMoine River District and convenor of the IGRC Committee
on Health and Welfare)

Conference News

BY PAUL BLACK

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – The General
Board of Higher Education and Ministry
has awarded 24 IGRC students scholarships totaling $20,350 for the 20152016 school year.
Three students were
awarded IGRC Merit
Scholarships worth
$500 each. The Merit
Scholarships are given
in addition to any other
scholarships and are
based upon a competitive scoring of the
applications for loans
and scholarships within
each annual conference.
Funds for the Merit
Scholarship are derived from the portion
of United Methodist
Student Day offerings
retained by the annual
conference.
The three merit scholars for 2015-2016
are Jessica Davenport, a member of
Normal Hope UMC, who is attending
Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C.; Scott Carnes from Pittsfield
UMC and pastor of Hudson UMC; and
Andrew Black, currently serving as pastor of McDowell UMC. Both Carnes and
Black are attending Garrett-Evangelical
Theological Seminary.
The complete list of IGRC recipients and
their scholarships are as follows:
• William Meachum, Pontiac
First UMC, E. Craig Brandenburg
Scholarship, $2,000 for studies at
Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary
• Allison Jordahl, Rantoul First
UMC, UM Allocation Award, $2,000
for studies at Central Methodist
University
• Jessica Davenport, Normal Hope
UMC, Special Seminary Scholarship, $2,000 for studies at Wesley
Theological Seminary and $500
IGRC Merit Scholarship
• Briana Gray, Chillicothe First UMC,
Karen Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship, $1,000 for studies at the
University of Illinois
• David Bell, Casey UMC, Karen
Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship,
$1,000 for studies at Southern Illinois University-Carbondale
• Cassidy Awalt, Effingham Centenary UMC, Karen Layman Gift of
Hope Scholarship, $1,000 for studies at Greenville College
• Jacey Schwarzlose, West Salem
Zion UMC, Karen Layman Gift of
Hope Scholarship, $1,000 for studies at Wabash Valley Community
College
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• Jinkyung Park, Urbana Jesus Love
Korean UMC, HANA Scholarship,
$2,500 for studies at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary
• Kyleigh Block, Normal Calvary
UMC, UM Allocation Award, $750
for studies at Illinois Wesleyan
University
• Paige Wilson, Charleston Wesley
UMC, Karen Layman Gift of Hope
Scholarship, $1,000 for studies at
Lake Land Community College
• Bos Cassidy, Loraine UMC, Karen
Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship,
$1,000, for studies at Central College
• Emily Crews, Marshall Zion UMC,
Karen Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship, $1,000 for studies at the
University of Illinois
• Andrew Black, McDowell UMC,
Special Seminary Scholarship,
$2,000, and IGRC Merit Scholarship,
$500 for studies at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary
• Madeline Gibson, Neoga Grace
UMC, Karen Layman Gift of Hope
Scholarship, $1,000 for studies at
Illinois Wesleyan University

Photo by Susan J. Meister

Five individuals received their seminary diplomas from the John Wesley
Seminary in graduation ceremonies at Jesus es el Senor UMC in Cobden
Dec. 6.
The graduates completed their seminary education through extension studies with the seminary, based in Monterey, Mexico and in partnership with
the Eastern Conference of The Methodist Church of Mexico.
Pictured from left are Alex Uribe, Miriam Uribe, Toni Gonzalez, Rev. Elia Zuniga Zapata, coordinator of extension studies for the John Wesley Seminary;
Andrea Zaragoza and Evaristo Rodriguez Soto.
Rev. Rocio Reyes Williams, host pastor; Rev. Adrian Garcia, IGRC Coordinator
of Hispanic Ministries; Rev. Ernesto Trevino; Rev. Hiram Gonzalez; and Cache
River District Superintendent Rev. Roger Russell participated in the service.

• Haley Hausman, Rosiclare UMC,
United Methodist General Scholarship, $800, for studies at Vanderbilt
University
• Nicholas Goodell, Washington
Crossroads UMC, Karen Layman
Gift of Hope Scholarship, $1,000 for
studies at the University of Illinois
• Andrea Stuby, Alton Main Street
UMC, United Methodist General
Scholarship, $800, for studies at
Eden Theological Seminary
• Kalia Swickard, Charleston Wesley
UMC, Karen Layman Gift of Hope
Scholarship, $1,000 for studies at
Indiana Wesleyan University
• Anthony Harrison, Normal First
UMC, United Methodist General
Scholarship, $1,000, for studies at
Boston University School of Theology
• Miranda Harris, Normal Calvary
UMC, UM Allocation Award, $500,
for studies at North Central College
• Molly Williams, Mt. Pulaski UMC,
UM Allocation Award, $1,250, for
studies at Iowa Wesleyan University
• Emilee Monken, Casey UMC, UM
Allocation Award, $1,000, for studies at Illinois Wesleyan University
• Olivia Ruff, Long Point UMC, UM
Allocation Award, $750, for studies
at Illinois Wesleyan University
• Scott Carnes, Pittsfield UMC, IGRC
Merit Award, $500, for studies at
Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary

Photo by David Proeber, Pantagraph

Donna LaMar, a volunteer for the Baby Fold, looks at a Christmas tree built by the
Atlanta United Methodist Women for the Baby Fold's Festival of Trees which
was held Nov. 20-22 at the Interstate Center in Bloomington. In all, 68, 4-foot-tall and
7-foot-tall trees, dozens of wreaths, gingerbread houses and dish sets were on display
and available for purchase. The goal prior to the 22nd Annual Festival was $235,000.

Disciplined
Investments
Prudent
Investments
StrongSpiritual
SpiritualDividends
Dividends
Strong

REGISTER NOW AT:

http://www.igrc.org/bishopsopen2016

United Methodist Foundation

F O U N D AT I O N

P.O. Box 3487, Springfield, IL 62708-3487
(217) 529-3217, (fax) 217-529-4181, (cell) 217-741-5466
tfrost@igrc.org, www.igrc.org/umf

22
APRIL
2016

SAVE
THE
DATE

Year-end
GIVING

THE
BISHOP’S
OPEN

Brochure Print Ready at

http://www.igrc.org/
umfdownloadableresources

F O U N D AT I O N

Special thanks to these Churches
Allerton
Alton Main Street
Astoria
Belleville Union
Bement
Bismarck
Blandinsville
Calhoun
Canton Shields Chapel
Carman
Casey
Cave In Rock First
Chillicothe
Cisne Christian
Coffeen
Crescent City
Danville Batestown
Decatur First

Dix
Douglas Avenue Springfield
Dwight
East Alton First
East Moline Christ
East Peoria Willow Hill
Edwardsville St. John's
Elwin
Fairbury First
Farmer City Weedman
Geneseo Grace
Girard
Glendale
Grafton Rosedale
Grand Ridge
Greenup Cottonwood
Hindsboro
Immanuel, Edwardsville

for their support in 2015!

Kempton
Kincaid Midland
Knoxville Maxey Chapel
Lakewood
Lancaster
Lewistown
Long Point
Mackinaw
Manito Community
Mansfield
Marion Cedar Grove
Marion First
Marion Fountain
Marion Wesley Chapel
Marshall Armstrong

McDowell
McLean
Melvin
Midland, Kincaid
Momence First
Mt. Pulaski First
Mt. Vernon West Salem
Trinity
Neponset
Oblong Seed Chapel
O'Fallon First
Oquawka
Orion
Palmyra
Paris Otterbein

Greetings from Yuletide Fest!

www.pasbf.org
217-529-3221

Serving those
who have served us.

Preachers’ Aid Society
and Benefit Fund

Pekin First
Pekin Zion Evangelical
Pleasant Grove (Alma)
Pontiac First
Port Byron Fairfield
Prospect Park, Fairview
Heights
Quincy Melrose Chapel
Riverton First
Robinson First
Robinson Otterbein
Roseville
Rossville
Simpson Glendale
Springfield Douglas Avenue
Stiritz, West Frankfort

Strasburg
Taylorville
Texas, Trivoli
Verona
Vienna
Virden
Warrensburg
Washington Crossroads
Watson
Weedman
Weldon
West Frankfort First
Westfield
Williamsville
Witt
Zion, Hooppole

