
                                          COS 422: The Wesleyan Movement 
                                                   Apr. 8-9, 2022 
                                                   May 6-7, 2022 
                                           Instructor: Dennis Powers 
                                      Email: dtmjpowers@gmail.com 
 
Objective: To gain a greater ability to interact effectively with Methodism 
in today’s world through an increased awareness of John and Charles 
Wesley’s ministry and its expressions throughout the history of Methodism. 
 
Required Books: 
 Richard P. Hietzenrater, Wesley and the People Called Methodist               
            (Abingdon, 1995) ISBN 0687443113 
 Randy L. Maddox, Responsible Grace: John Wesley’s Practical 
Theology (Abingdon, 1994) ISBN 0687003342 
 Lester Ruth, Early Methodist Life and Spirituality (Abingdon, 2005) 
ISBN 0687342740 
 Russell Richey, Kenneth Rowe, Jean Schmidt, The Methodist 
Experience in America, Vol.1 (Abingdon, 2010) ISBN 0687246725 
 Russell Richey, Kenneth Rowe, Jean Schmidt, The Methodist 
Experience in America, Vol.2, A Sourcebook (Abingdon, 2000) ISBN 
0687246733 
 
Class Outline: 
I. Making Disciples: structure serving function 
 -analyzing the structure of American Methodism, especially the 
period up to 1830 in an attempt to discern whether the present structures of 
United Methodism are effectively serving its primary function of making 
disciples 
II. Legislating Ethics? 
 -analyzing the forces in the 1830s and 1840s that led to a split in the 
Methodist Church to see what light they shed on the tactics and ideologies of 
the polarizing forces within United Methodism today 
III. Focus of Salvation: Individual or Society? 
 -analyzing the emphases within various periods of American 
Methodism, especially from 1880 to 1920, in order to find a way to get 
beyond the still prevalent dichotomy of “preach the Word” vs. “the social 
Gospel” 
IV. The Vocabulary of Worship 



 -analyzing the terminology and expectations of worship services in 
American Methodism, especially the early 1800s and since 1920, in order to 
discern an unchanging emphasis throughout the many forms and expressions 
of effective worship 
V. Ministry and the Means of Grace: Creative Tension 
 -analyzing the various understandings of ministry (ordained and lay) 
throughout the history of Methodism in order to aid the student in discerning 
the context of their role in heeding a call to ministry within Methodism 
VI. Works of Mercy: Connectional Mission 
 -analyzing the mission emphasis in the history of Methodism, noting 
its unifying effect, in order to help the student discern how to mobilize their 
congregation for effective mission work 
 
Assignments  
1) Describe the background of religion in England before Wesley’s time.  
Compare and contrast this with the religious environment in America today. 
(3 pages) 
2) Explain in detail what tensions and aspirations John Wesley was 
struggling with during the “3 rises of Methodism.”  What similarities are 
there with your own faith journey? (4 pages) 
3) What is the importance of the “means of grace” for John Wesley?  How 
do they fit into the framework of his theology?  Explain whether this 
framework is needed today in order for the means of grace to be effectively 
implemented in your congregation. (5 pages) 
4) Explain how the shape of Methodism was partially formed by John 
Wesley’s disputes with the Moravians and the Calvinists.  What disputes are 
influencing the structure of the UMC today? (4 pages) 
5) Describe how “connectionalism” developed in relation to John Wesley’s 
response to the people’s need for ministry.  Do you experience 
connectionalism as static and dying or as dynamic and changing?  Explain.  
(5 pages) 
6) John Wesley spoke of a Methodist’s goal as “having the mind of Christ” 
and “walking as Jesus walked.”  Using the Maddox book, explain how 
Wesley’s theology was patterned to achieve this goal of Christian perfection.  
How effective is the theology of the UMC today toward attaining this goal? 
(5 pages) 
All assignments are due on Apr. 8th, 2022 (include PIN#). 


