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NEWS
From The Episcopal Office

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
From The Episcopal Office

News From The Episcopal Office

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, 
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton appoints the following:

Kenneth D. Hutchens to Shiloh, Mississippi River District, effective July 1.

Donald E. Long, Jr. to O’Fallon First, Mississippi River District, effective July 1.

Steven Friese to Godfrey First, Mississippi River District, effective July 1.

Harvey K. Gaither, III to Belleville Union, Mississippi River District, effective 
July 1.

Joy Caschetta to Caseyville, Mississippi River District, effective July 1.

J. Michael Smith to Mattoon First, Embarras River District, effective July 1.

Linda Vonck to United Church of Heyworth, Vermilion River District, effective 
July 1.

Ann Champion to Fairbury, Vermilion River District, effective July 1.

Scott Baird to Carmi Emmanuel, Cache River District, effective July 1.

Caleb McGregor to Edinburg-Stonington, Sangamon River District, effective 
July 1.

Matthew Stump to Rossville-Bismarck, Iroquois River District, effective July 1.

Ivy Ameeta Silas, interim pastor to McDowell, Vermilion River District, effective 
March 1.

Sharon Renner to Quincy: Vermont St., LaMoine River District, effective Feb. 1.

Ray Long, interim pastor to Anna First, Cache River District, effective Feb. 1. 

Jeremy Lafary to Hanna City-Trivoli, Illinois River District, effective July 1.

Amanda Richards to Pana, Sangamon River District, effective July 1.

Andrew Paul Black to Goreville-Creal Springs, Cache River District, effective 
March 1.

Dixie Croxton to Advocacy Network for Children, extension ministry, ¼ time, 
LaMoine River District, effective July 1, 2015. This is in addition to appointment 
to the West Central Charge, LaMoine River District.

Stephanie Gail Soon to Bloomington West Olive Faith, ¼ time deacon, 
Vermilion River District, effective Jan. 1.

Supply not appointed
Jessie Hinds to Bluford Otterbein, Kaskaskia River District, effective Jan. 1.

Change of status
April Turner to voluntary leave of absence, effective Feb. 1.

Jonathan Walden, discontinuation of appointment of part-time local pastor, 
effective Feb. 1. 

Deaths 

Joyce Wagner, wife of former Southern Illinois 
Conference pastor and District Superintendent Boyd 
Wagner, died Jan. 30 in Houston, Texas.

Together with her husband, they served in the former 
Southern Illinois Conference prior to transferring to 
the Texas Conference in 1985.

The full obituary can be viewed and online condolence posted here: 
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/houstonchronicle/obituary.asp
x?page=lifestory&pid=177532336 

Rev. Toni Ross, pastor of Illinois City and Pine Bluff UMC’s, died Jan. 27.

She is the wife of Rev. Howard Ross, who co-pastors 
Illinois City and Pine Bluff and the mother of Rev. 
Nicole Bishop, pastor of Hampton Grace UMC, both in 
the Spoon River District.

The full obituary can be found at:  
http://www.vanhoe.com/fh/obituaries/obituary.

cfm?o_id=3575314&fh_id=13193

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to the family at: P. O. Box 158, 
Illinois City, IL 61259-0158.

 The King will reply, Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one 
of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.

You visited me 

— Matthew 25:40

(Editor’s note: Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton, in a long-standing relationship with the Big Muddy Correctional Center near Benton, 
preached the following sermon to its inmates on Feb. 7. He shares this message with readers of The Current as his column for 

March.)

Matthew 25: 31-40, part of the 
famous Last Judgment scripture by 
Jesus, is filled with compliments. 

Everybody has done one of the 
good deeds mentioned. If you have 
ever fed the hungry, given drink to 
the thirsty, welcomed the stranger, 
clothed the naked, cared for the 
sick and visited the imprisoned, 
you’ve done good deeds. Accord-
ing to our Lord, those who do such 
good deeds to the “least of these” 
have done it unto him. No good 
deed performed on Christ’s behalf 
will ever be forgotten, no matter 
who you are. 

Like you, I’ve done my 
share of good deeds. And I’ve 
fallen short, i.e., missed the 
mark as the Apostle Paul likes 
to say. For example, persons 
in prison haven’t seen me very 
much. While I have not taken 
the initiative to minister to and 
visit with persons incarcerated, no 
invitation to serve you has ever 
been rejected. 

In 2014 at Big Muddy, the 
men’s choir sang. Every song they 
sang fed my soul. Minds were 
transformed by the word and 
music of songs like Amazing Grace, 
Our God is an Awesome God and 
Jesus Loves Me. Wherever the 
songs of faith are sung, lives are 
touched. 

Last year, Roger Russell came 
with me. Our time was cut short. 
Why? We were short staffed. 
In that brief time of prayer and 
preaching, the Holy Spirit visited 
us. Our souls, minds, bodies and 
spirits were fed. And we rejoiced. 
With the benediction, I was con-
vinced that Big Muddy was in my 
rear view mirror. 

So a third invitation to return 
took me by surprise. Maybe God 
has decided I have something more 
to learn, understand and know 
about serving the people of God 
detained in a correctional center. 
As the prophet Isaiah responded, 
so do I, “Here am I Lord, send me.”                              

From 1970-79, I was ap-
pointed to my first church on the 
Southside of Chicago, at 50th and 
Wabash, across the street from 
DuSable High School, a stone’s 
throw from the Robert Taylor 
Homes. A stranger who was a 

Mom desperately needed to see 
her son in the Joliet State Prison. 
To get there, she needed help. So, I 
took her. 

Shackled in chains and un-
der the watchful eye of a guard; 
mother and son talked verbally 
and non-verbally. Not allowed to 
touch, they had a powerful reunion 
anyway. Twenty minutes to catch 
up on family news. Twenty min-
utes to see how his Mom was ag-
ing. Twenty minutes to hear those 
magic words, “I love you son.” “I 
love you Mom.” Twenty minutes 
without the rancor and bitterness 
of the past raising its ugly head. 
Then, the guard whisked her son 
away. 

In silence, I watched tears of 
joy and sorrow, emotions of hope 
and despair, prayer and promise 
rise and fall in 20 minutes. As we 

returned to Chicago, this mother 
talked about her son. I listened. We 
parted. And I never saw her again. 
God used me to help this mother 
see her son again and speak love 
to him, and him to her, one more 
time.   

In a 2012 meeting of the Col-
lege of Bishops in Des Moines, 
Iowa, the host Bishop invited other 
bishops to accompany him on 
a visit to Mitchellville Women’s 
Prison, a medium/minimum se-
curity prison.  They started a new 
church inside the prison that the 

host bishop wanted us to experi-
ence. Like today, we worshiped 
together.  Inmates read scripture 
or led singing. After church, each 
Bishop sat at one table for conver-
sation.  Everybody shared. 

One young inmate who sat to 
my right was a lifer, who told us 
why. Later on, she smiled at me 
saying, “You look like my grand-
father.”  Perhaps, my face showed 
doubt. In response, the middle-
aged woman went to her room, 
got a picture and showed it to the 
group. She was right.

Why did she identify me with 
her grandfather?  Something be-
yond my gray hair and old age had 
to be the cause. On the internet, 
I found a court case that offered 
some insight. She survived a 
chaotic childhood. Her father was 

“In silence, I watched tears of joy and sorrow, 
emotions of hope and despair, prayer and 
promise rise and fall in 20 minutes.”

VISIT CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

DEATHS CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Events & Announcements

Conference events
March 1 -- Deadline for applications 
for young adults/host churches, IGRC 
intern program. Applications are open 
for both summer 2016 and the 2016-17 
school year.  Application materials and 
handbook can be found at: www.igrc.
org/interns    

March 11-13 – Senior High YAR, Lake 
Williamson Retreat Center, Carlinville. 
Speaker: Adam Flack, Worship: Joe 
Mantiso. More information at: http://
www.igrc.org/srhighyar Register by 
Feb. 26 at:  https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/2016SrHighYAR 

March 12 – Cunningham Home Mis-
sion Day, Cunningham Home, Urbana, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Event designed for 
youth groups and leaders. Reservations 
required by Feb. 5. Download registra-
tion form at: http://www.cunningham-
home.org/giving/events/mission-day 
Questions or more information by 
contacting Ginger McKee at gmckee@
cunninghamhome.org or by calling 
217-337-9074.

March 12 – 28th Handbell Festival, 
sponsored by the IGRC Chapter of the 
Fellowship of United Methodists in 
Music and Worship Arts, Springfield 
First UMC. Cost: $30 per Fellowship 
members, $35 for non-members. 
Clinician: Sondra Tucker. Download 
brochure and registration form at: 
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.
umfellowship.org/resource/resmgr/
Chapters/2016HandbellFestival.pdf

April 8-9 – Festival of Quilts, Cun-
ningham Home, Spiritual Life Center, 
Urbana. Co-hosted by the United 
Methodist Women, a silent auction, 
quilt boutique, gift shop, bake sale 
and the Patchwork Café are part of the 
festivities. Open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
both days. Admission: $5 donation 
at the door. Contact Ginger McKee at 
gmckee@cunninghamhome.org or 

217-337-9074 for more 
details.

April 14-15 – Passing the Baton 
workshop, Belleville St. Matthew UMC, 
Thursday 1 to 5 p.m. and Friday 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Leader: Jim Ozier, Director of 
Church Development, Texas Confer-
ence. For churches with long pastor-
ates and those that are experiencing 
transitions in 2016. Offered by the 
Office of Congregational Development. 
More information can be found visiting: 
www.igrc.org/passingthebaton

April 22 – Bishops’ Open for Africa 
University Scholarships, Edgewood 
Golf Club, 16497 Kennedy Road, Au-
burn. Registration, 10:30 a.m. Shotgun 
start at noon. Best ball scramble format. 
Outing limited to first 144 golfers. Reg-
ister online at: https://igrc-reg.brtapp.
com/BishopsOpen2016 

April 24 – Conference Bible Bowl, East 
Bay Camp, 24248 Ron Smith Highway, 
Hudson. Ages second grade through 
high school. More details can be found 
by visiting: www.igrc.org/biblebowl 

June 18 – UMM Day at the Ballpark. 
St. Louis Cardinals vs. Texas Rangers, 
Busch Stadium, St. Louis, 3:15 p.m. 
More details to follow.

June 29-July 9 – Washington, DC trip 
for high school juniors and seniors ages 
16-18. Includes a three-day seminar, 
Embracing Diversity: Confronting 
Racism, hosted by the General Board 
of Church and Society at the United 
Methodist Building on Capitol Hill.

Cost: $900. 

For more information, visit: 
www.igrc.org/DC 

Local church events
Through March 20 – Exhibit of cross-
es from around the world on display, 
Foster Gallery for Christianity and the 

Arts, located in the mezzanine of Peoria 
First UMC. Gallery hours are: 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday and 8:30 
a.m. to noon on Sundays. Other times 
by appointment. Contact Carol McPher-
son at cmcpherson@fumcpeoria.org 
or by calling 309-673-3641 for more 
information.

April 1-2 – Revolucion Conference, 
Peoria First UMC. High school confer-
ence connecting with students in 
Illinois, Iowa, Indiana and Wisconsin. 
Leaders: Pastors Adrian Garcia and 
Miguel Rios; Contemporary Worship 
Director Joe Santiso and Youth Director 
Mike Francisco. Guest preacher will 
be Pastor Jonathan Gallardo, pastor of 
Torch Church in Cicero. 

Questions can be directed to: revolu-
cion2016@fumcpeoria.org  Register 
online at: http://www.revolucionpeo-
ria.com/#!register/gi7kk 

May 5-6 – Navigating Change Confer-
ence, Fairview Heights Christ UMC. 
Keynote speakers include: Rev. Jorge 
Acevedo, lead pastor of Grace Church in 
southwest Florida; social media strate-
gist Justin Wise; Rev. Junius Dotson, 
senior pastor of St. Mark UMC in Kansas; 
and Rev. Ashley Cooper, senior pastor 
of Swan Bank UMC in Stoke on Trent, 
England. Other presentations will be 
made by Melissa Bishop, Christ Church’s 
education ministries coordinator and 
Rev. Shane Bishop, Christ Church senior 
pastor. More information and online 
registration at: 
www.navigatethechange.com 

June 4 – 6th Annual Mazon UMC 5K 
Race. Registration starts at 7:30 a.m. 
Begins at 9 a.m. on Seneca Street and 
follows a certified course. Online regis-
tration at: www.active.com (search for 
Mazon United Methodist 5K). Contact: 
Karen Fabian, 815-483-9343.

Harvest conferences

March 5, 12, 19 – The Light Kids Con-
ference for first to fifth graders. One-
day event in three locations: March 5 
at Washington Crossroad, March 12 at 
Marion Aldersgate UMC and March 19 
at Troy UMC.

Visit: http://kidsconference.org for 
more information

April 9 – Beautiful U Conference, a 
one-day event for teen girls and their 
moms or female ministry leaders, Troy 
UMC. For more information, visit http://
www.beautifuluconference.org 

Other events
July 29-Aug. 12 – Mission trip to 
Zimbabwe, Africa. Plans are to partici-
pate in a crusade at a church, work in 
impoverished areas of the capital city 
of Harare, meet with church leaders in 
their homes, visit Africa University in 
Mutare and go on a safari. Other oppor-
tunities may be added depending upon 
the areas of specialty on the team.

Cost of the trip is $3,500 per person. For 
more information, contact Matt Henson 
at matt@livingtheadventure.net or by 
calling 618-830-6670.

Scholarship links
General Board of Higher Education & 
Ministry Scholarships: http://www.
gbhem.org/loans-and-scholarships/
scholarships 

United Methodist Church Young 
People’s Ministries grants and scholar-
ships: https://umcyoungpeople.org/
grants-scholarships 

United Methodist Communications 
scholarship opportunities (toward bot-
tom of web page): http://www.umcom.
org/about/inspire 

Sondra Newman Scholarship: http://
www.igrc.org/cosrow

Please vote March 15
Editor, The Current:

United Methodist Women of The United 
Methodist Church-Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference, urge all registered voters to 
vote in the March 15th Primary Election.  
As women and all Americans, we have 
been given the privilege of voting.  A 
freedom that many in this world do not 
enjoy.

We understand many do not vote in the 
Primary Election because they have to 
ask for a particular ballot.  Do not let 
that prevent you from voting this year.  

There are more than 9,000 United 
Methodist Women members in the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference and over 
800,000 in the world.  UMW mission is to 
women, children and youth in the local 
church and community, in the state, and 
across the world.  

Please exercise your voting privilege by 
VOTING on Tuesday, March 15.

Thank You,
Marjorie A. Stout, President
Illinois Great Rivers Conference United 
Methodist Women

Deaths CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lilian M. Burnett, widow the Rev. Clarence A. Burnett, Jr., died Jan. 19. She was 88.

Together with her husband, the Burnetts pastored churches in the former Central 
Illinois Conference, retiring from Texas Sept. 30, 1989. Rev. Burnett preceded her in 
death in 2002.

Online condolences may be posted at: www.knappjohnson.com

Retired pastor William A. Palmer died Feb. 20. He was 81.

He served several churches 30 years in the former Central Illinois Conference, 
retiring in 1989 from Odell.

His wife, Lois, survives. Condolences may be sent to her 114 S. Rustic Rd., East 
Peoria, IL  61611.
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Christian Conversations

BY KEITH ANDERSON
Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund 

A growing practice in 
hospitals is to not admit 
patients but keep them for 
observation or “23 Hour 
Admittance.”  The observance 
period may take place in the 
Emergency Room, but it can 

also take place in a patient’s room.  When this 
occurs, many patients and family members 
think the patient has been admitted when 
they really have not.  

For example, one of my children had 
their appendix out recently.  She was placed 
in a room awaiting surgery and even spent 
the night after surgery.  However, she was 
never admitted to the hospital even though 
she was in a hospital room the whole time.  

Billing and insurance coverage is very 
different for Observation versus Admitting.  
Medicare has specific rules for patients who 
need to go to a rehabilitation center follow-
ing a hospital stay.  Insurance companies pay 
differently for observation versus admit-
ted patients.  Medications are even covered 
differently for a patient under observation 
versus being admitted.  These differences 
can be confusing and may cause a significant 
financial liability for patients.  

Three day rule
Recently a retiree went to the hospi-

tal due a medical situation. The ER doctor 
decided that he needed to be under observa-
tion.  He was moved to a private room and 
was watched for 23 hours.  The doctors then 
decided to admit the patient and continue 
treatment.  It was also determined he would 
need to go to a rehabilitation center for fur-
ther treatment.  

After three days in the hospital, the 
patient was discharged and sent to a facil-
ity.  When arriving, the family was required 
by the facility to pay $10,000 up front.  It 
was later determined by Medicare that the 
stay at the rehabilitation center would not 
be covered.  And since Medicare would not 
pay, neither would the Medicare supplement.  
This meant the family was liable for the entire 
bill to the rehabilitation facility.  

Medicare requires a patient to be admit-
ted to the hospital for three days prior to any 
coverage at a rehabilitation facility.  But, was 
not this patient in the hospital for three days?  
Yes, he was however, he was ADMITTED for 
only two days.  Remember, the first day he 
was in OBSERVATION.  

There is no recourse in this situation 
since Medicare is very clear on the 3 days.  
However, there was poor communication be-
tween the doctor, hospital, and patient, which 
ultimately – and unfairly – cost the patient 
significant dollars.  

To help prevent this situation, be sure to 
ask if the patient has been admitted.  Some 
hospitals are informing family members and 
patients when they are under observation.  
However, not all hospitals are.  Be sure to ask 
and even get the admittance date in writing 
so that the doctor can be properly informed 
as well.  

Self-administered medications
One other major issue with being in 

Observation versus Admitted is in the area of 
self-administered medications.  Self-admin-
istered medications are medications that you 
take on a regular basis and on your own.  The 
hospital staff will not allow a patient to bring 
their own medications for safety reasons, 
since the staff has to know exactly what 
medication the patient takes.  

While under observation, the doctor will 
order the medications for the patient.  The 
hospital pharmacy fills the order and the 
nurse will bring it to the patient.  Your pre-
scription drug plan will only cover the actual 
cost of the medication given.  The plan will 
not pay for any fees or handling charges.  

For example, a patient is under observa-
tion and needs to take his/her regular medi-
cations. The doctor will need to order them.  
Let’s pretend the hospital charges $10 for that 
medication but the prescription drug plan 
determines their cost for 1 pill is 50 cents.  
The plan will pay 50 cents and the patient will 
owe the hospital $9.50.  

If the medication is delivered through 
an IV by the staff, they are no longer self-
administered and are covered fully according 
to the plan.  If the patient is admitted, then 
the medications are fully covered according 
Medicare and the supplements.  

Steps you can take
There are a few steps you can take to help 

guard a large financial bill if you or a loved 
one goes into the hospital.  

1) To the best of your ability, understand 
the basic coverages for your particular 
plan.  Know your deductibles and the 
maximum out-of-pocket expenses.  

2) Request the admission date from 
hospital in writing, and inform you 
doctor of the admission date.  

3) If the patient is to go to a rehabilita-
tion center after a hospital stay, be 
sure they have been admitted to the 
hospital for 3 days. 

4) As you think of questions – medical 
or billing – write them down so that 
you can ask them when the staff is 
available.  

5) Be sure you understand all procedures 
before they occur and do not be afraid 
to ask about prior authorization from 
insurance before it is done.  This obvi-
ously is in non-emergency situations.  

6) Talk with your doctors and staff.  They 
will help you work through any and 
all insurance issues.  

When a loved one has to go to the hos-
pital, it can be a stressful and difficult time.  
Added to the stress is the potential for finan-
cial hardship.  But, by gaining knowledge, 
asking questions, and understanding what is 
going on, you can greatly reduce the chances 
of a devastating bill.  

(Rev. Keith Anderson is the Executive Direc-
tor of Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund 
and a Certified Financial Planner™.  He can be 
contacted at 217-529-3221 or KEAnderson@
igrc.org.)

BY BEVERLY WILKES-NULL
Chair, Africa University Committee

You are the reason that ‘The Dream is Alive’.  
As our friend Mr. Jim Salley reminds us, “The 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference is in the DNA of 
Africa University.”  

Have you ever considered the fact that in our lifetime we can 
go back generations and discover our ancestors through the 
simple process of DNA testing?  God is amazing.  Think for a 
moment, years from now, beyond our lifetime our story as the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference will continue to be interwoven 
into the history and legacy of the continent of Africa because 
our DNA has been engrafted into the lives of students from 
23 different African countries.  ‘Making Dreams Possible’ 
and keeping ‘The Dream Alive’ by raising $1 million that will 
provide scholarships into perpetuity is part of the definitive 
cultural context of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.  

Our relationship with Africa University is nothing less than 
an expression of our faithfulness to God that is making a 
magnanimous difference. Our DNA as a Conference with 
missionary zeal propels us to contribute a portion of ourselves 
and our resources in faith trusting that God will take the little 
that we have and multiply it exponentially to yield an increase. 

The Fifth Annual Bishop’s Open, which will be Friday, April 
22, at the Edgewood Golf Club near Auburn, offers you many 
ways to touch the lives that enter the corridors of Africa 
University: 

• Pray for Africa University 

• Bring a Foursome for an Awesome Day of Fun

• Be a Recruiter we need 144 golfers and you can pass the 
word around

• Register early as an Individual and we will help you to find 
three new friends

• If you are not a golfer, volunteer for a shift or for the 
whole day 

• Donate gifts that can be auctioned off to benefit this 
Endowment

If golf is not your thing and you cannot imagine spending 
the day at the golf course there are many ways for you to be 
included. 

• Help your local congregation to complete its ‘Making 
Dreams Possible’ Pledge

• Be a Hole Sponsor, sponsorships are available and are 
recognized as follows:
 ■ $100 for a 24 x 18 sign
 ■ $500 for a 24 x 24 sign
 ■ $1000 for a 24 x 36 sign

• Finally, you can just write a check for any amount

 ■ Make your check payable to: IGRC with notation “6980 
– Africa University Making Dreams Possible” and mail 
it to Bishop’s Open, UM Foundation, P.O. Box 3487, 
Springfield, IL  62708

For more information, please contact Rev. Ted Frost, Executive 
Director of The United Methodist Foundation by calling 217-
529-3217 or by emailing tfrost@igrc.org Or visit: https://igrc-
reg.brtapp.com/bishopsopen2016 

If you are looking for a way to leave a God-size imprint on 
the world then I invite you to prayerfully consider joining 
hands and hearts with us on and off of the links for this great 
adventure.

(Rev. Wilkes-Null is pastor of Highland Hope UMC, Mississippi 
River District, and chair of the Africa University Committee.) 

Self-administered medications

Observation vs. Admitting 
– A Costly Difference

One million reasons 
to ‘tee-it-up’ for  
Africa University
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BY CHRIS DETTRO
Springfield State Journal-Register

SPRINGFIELD – At least two Springfield 
churches were taking it to the streets Wednesday, the 
first day of Lent, by being part of the Ashes to Go 
movement, where clergy go outside their churches to 
public places to impose ashes.

“I love the idea of going where the people are 
instead of inviting them to come to us,” said the Rev. 

Roger Ross, pastor at First United Methodist Church. 
Ross was at Le Peep restaurant on the west side at 7 
a.m. Ash Wednesday.

The Rev. Chuck Goodman of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, was outside the church in its circle drive at 
7:30 a.m. imposing ashes in a drive-through version 
of Ashes to Go.

“It’s odd to people,” he said. “They don’t know 
what to do. But if only one or two people come 
through, it was worth doing.”

Ash Wednesday derives its name from the 
practice of blessing ashes made from palm branches 
blessed on the previous year’s Palm Sunday and using 
them to mark a cross on the heads of participants “as 
a recognition of human limitation, a commitment 
to personal reflection and a willingness to welcome 
God’s forgiveness and grace,” Goodman said.

Some members of Christian churches have 
participated in the Ashes to Go program since its 

conception in 2007 by Calvary Church of Lombard.

It was the first time trying the mobile blessing 
for the two Springfield churches.

“The last three or four years I’ve been thinking 
about how to serve those who don’t have the time to 
be in the building,” Goodman said. “I have a friend in 
New York who previously was in Boston, where they 
have done it previously. There it was mostly Episco-
palians, some who joined with Catholic priests.”

He felt the drive-through Ashes to Go would 
make it easier for people to get to church, as well as 
be less awkward for those who may feel uncomfort-
able for whatever reason.

“It’s a new thing for us,” Ross said. “We talked 
about doing it last year, but it was too late to do 
anything.”

Don Taft, owner of Le Peep, 3232 Ginger Creek 
Drive, is a church member and allowed the event to 
be held in his restaurant.

“We looked at other places, too,” Ross said. “We 
might expand to more places next year.”

Ross estimated he imposed ashes on about 15 
people between 7 and 8 a.m. Wednesday. He said 
they were a mix of church parishioners, restaurant 
workers and customers.

Rebecca Sykes, a First United Methodist Church 
member, said as she observed the restaurant em-
ployees and diners with newly imposed ashes, she 
was wondering how many of those people wouldn’t 
receive the ashes at all if not for Ashes to Go.

“I think it was an amazing idea,” she said. “My 
schedule is so crazy, it was better for me than to try 
to make it to church in the evening. And I was able to 
go home and share it with my husband, who wasn’t 
able to go.”

Sykes said churches need to do more to take 
their message to the people.

“This church does that so well,” she said. “It takes 
Christianity out into the community.

Goodman had five people drive through 
Wednesday morning, and he was to go at it again 
during the evening rush hour prior to a traditional 
Ash Wednesday church service. In his opening 
prayer, Goodman called Ashes to Go “a new adven-
ture.”

An invitation on the church’s marquee, a wel-
coming fire pit tended by parishioner David Parker 
and a promise of hot chocolate or coffee from other 
of the church’s 130 parishioners didn’t go for naught, 
however.

“I’m always optimistic,” said Goodman, wearing 
a stocking hat along with his vestments. “I made up 
100 fliers.”

“I think it was good,” he said of the turnout. “It 
generated some interest. It was worth it for sure.”

(Reprinted with permission from the Feb. 10 issue of 
the Springfield State Journal-Register, www.sj-r.com)

Local Church News

Photo by Ted Schurter, The State Journal-Register
Roger Ross, pastor at Springfield First United Methodist Church, applies ashes to Cindy Colwell's forehead at LaPeep Restaurant on Ash Wednesday. Ross set up at the restaurant at 
7 a.m. to offer the ritual to morning diners as part of the Ashes to Go movement. 

Ashes to go – Ross takes Ash 
Wednesday to local restaurant

McCoy reaching new audiences with Bible study podcast
ROCK ISLAND – Robb McCoy, pastor of Two 

Rivers UMC in Rock Island, is celebrating the third 
anniversary of The Pulpit Fiction Podcast. A weekly Bible 
study that follows the Revised Common Lectionary, the 
podcast has now completed a full lectionary cycle. 

Robb McCoy is in his mid-thirties. 
He saw the movie Pulp Fiction in high 
school, and it became a favorite among 
him and his friends.

“We saw it a couple of times in the 
theater, and it practically played on a loop 
in my dorm in college,” he recalls. “It is 

pretty violent, and there are a lot of obscenities, but really 
it is a story of redemption. 

Samuel L. Jackson’s character is redeemed by what he 
considers an act of God. In the end, he leaves the violent 
world and walks away with a new understanding of Scrip-
ture in his mind.”

The podcast now has upward of 10,000 listeners 
a month, many of whom are pastors preparing their 
upcoming sermon, each week. Rev. Eric Fistler, a United 
Church of Christ pastor in Crystal Lake, is the co-host 
and technical producer. McCoy serves as the show pro-
ducer, seeking guests, producing notes, and handling the 
social media and marketing. The podcast is a lot of work, 
but it is a labor of love. 

“We wanted to create something that engaged the Bi-
ble deeply, that could be used by preachers as a launching 

point for their sermon preparation, but also be helpful to 
others who just wanted to take a closer look at the Bible,” 
McCoy said. Their idea was to create a Bible study that 
would be grounded in strong Biblical theology, but also 
contact pop culture, current events, and real life. When 
thinking about the name of the podcast, they wanted 
something that could reflect the overall tone of what they 
would be producing.

“I think it was in my kitchen on New Year’s Eve, and 
one of us said, ‘We should call it something like Pulpit 
Fiction, but better.’ We didn’t come up with anything bet-
ter,” McCoy said.

The name stuck, and is often a topic of conversation. 
PODCAST CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Local Church News

BY AMELLA BENNER
Mahomet Citizen

MAHOMET – Members of 
Shiloh UMC had a specific 
blessing for which they gave 
thanks last Thanksgiving.

The church, located north 
of Mahomet at Illinois 47 
and County Road 2700 N, 
recently installed lifts that 
provide easier access to the 
historic building. On Nov. 29, 
the church held a potluck 
and dedication ceremony for 
the lifts opening new pos-
sibilities of ministry to those 
with disabling conditions.

Lay Leader Judy Hardwick 
said there have been “a 
variety of members who had 
difficulty with the steps” over 
the years. “Now, this gives 
them the option that if they 
want to come, the building is not a hindrance,” she said.

Church leaders have been exploring options for making 
the nearly 100-year-old building more accessible for well 
over a decade under the leadership of at least four different 
pastors.

Duane Pruett, chair of Shiloh’s board of trustees, noted that 
the average age of church members is 63. With that in mind, 
leaders knew it was time to find a solution.

“We were going to have to do something, or our congrega-
tion wasn’t going to be able to get here,” Hardwick said.

The current building – the third on the site – was con-
structed in 1916. The basement (accessible down a winding 
flight of stairs) came later, as did the restrooms and nursery, 
which occupy a half-floor between the ground level and the 
basement.

Plus, there are steps to navigate from the parking area to 
the front sidewalk, and from the sidewalk to the door.

It’s a setup that’s not unusual in older, rural churches, but it’s 
one that provides a challenge for older members and those 
who use wheelchairs.

Two years ago, the bathrooms were renovated and en-
larged, making the space wheelchair-accessible. The church 
has also installed a new sidewalk that slopes up from the 
parking area, making it possible to avoid the steps at the 

foot of the rise.

Over the years, Shiloh looked into 
several different options for provid-
ing additional accessibility to the 
building, including installing an 
elevator. But a chairlift proved most 
feasible – both in terms of cost and 
in keeping the architectural and 
historical integrity of the building 
intact.

Pruett said that Henry Rappleyea, 
co-chair of the church’s adminis-
trative board, began to explore 
options  for chairlifts, launching 
research into their use at other area 
churches.

The outdoor lift on the front steps 
– which was installed in the sum-
mer of 2015 – was relatively simple, 
since its track led from the foot 
of the steps to the front door in a 
straight line. More challenging were 
the steps from the sanctuary down 

to the basement which makes two turns and stop at the 
restroom level.

They put in a custom order for a serpentine lift with Plati-
num Chairlifts. The machinery was constructed in Great 
Britain and shipped to the church before being profession-
ally installed in the fall.

The cost was offset by several major donors from the 
congregation, and Pruett noted that a number of members 
made contributions toward the project. Their efforts were 
honored at the Nov. 29 celebration.

Previous pastors and their families were a part of the cele-
bration as well as the extended famly of longtime members. 
David Dickey, who served as pastor until his retirement in 
2015, was a driving force in the effort to improve accessibil-
ity, Pruett said.

Members of other older churches facing the same acces-
sibility issues have watched Shiloh’s projects with interest, 
and Hardwick said that they have been happy to answer 
questions and offer advice.

“Our doors have always been open, but now our doors are 
open to a wider variety of people who may have felt unwel-
come due to inability to use the stairs,” she said.

(Adapted from a story in the Nov. 26, 2015 issue of the Mahom-
et Citizen, www.mcitizen.com. Reprinted with permission.)

Chairlifts provide accessibility 
for historic Shiloh church

They have more fun with the name 
in their tagline, “The Podcast for 
those who looked up Ezekiel 25:17, 
but were sorely disappointed.” This is 
a reference to the Samuel L. Jack-
son character, who quotes the verse 
several times in the movie. The quote 
however, is not exactly verbatim. It 
includes a lot that isn’t actually in the 
Bible.

“I actually did that,” McCoy says 
of their tagline. “After seeing the movie, I went home and 
got out my Bible and looked it up. I guess it was a case of 
artistic license.”

Rev. Dr. David Lose, president of Lutheran Theological 

Seminary of Philadelphia, wrote in 
a review that the tagline “gives you a 
pretty good sense of their creativity, 
insight, and wit.”

The Pulpit Fiction Podcast has 
been running for nearly three years. 
Eric and Robb share a friendship, and 
it comes through in their discussion. 
They don’t always agree, but they 
always respect each other. 

One reviewer on iTunes ex-
plained: “Thanks for your work, your conversation, and the 
way you engage each other, and the way you disagree with 
each other (an excellent model for our lives together).”

Robb and Eric have expanded their weekly Bible study 

to include author interviews. They have talked to several 
bestselling authors, including Adam Hamilton, Rachel Held 
Evans, Walter Brueggemann and Brian McLaren. In May, 
they traveled to Denver to give a workshop at the Festival of 
Homiletics, one of the biggest and most prestigious preach-
ing conventions in the mainline church.

Hamilton, who is scheduled to be on the show again 
in April, said “I’m always looking for resources that can 
challenge, stretch, encourage, and inspire me. Pulpit Fiction 
does that and more.”

For those interested in checking out the podcast, they 
can go to pulpitfiction.us. There is also a Facebook page 
at FB.com/PulpitFiction and a twitter account @PulpitF-
podcast. To reach Robb McCoy, and learn more, call Two 
Rivers United Methodist Church at 309-788-9384.

PODCAST CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Photos courtesy of Judy Hardwick
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‘I AM’ all over town
Galesburg First UMC stresses the gift of God in its latest community outreach
BY GARY TOMLIN
Galesburg Register-Mail

GALESBURG –  What sometimes gets lost in 
the sharing of the Gospel is that with the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, it is possible to have direct dialogue 
with God – without the intercession of the church. 
The congregation at Galesburg First UMC is reach-
ing out with a campaign to stress this unique gift to 
the unchurched.

The completion of the Bickerdyke Bridge has 
created an opportunity for the Methodists to use 
their north side, exterior wall for signage and com-
municate to southbound motorists as they come 
off of the bridge. They have hung 13 sign panels 
that demonstrate such a direct dialogue.

“What we have created is sort of a conversa-
tion between those outside the church and God. 
It begins with God and the seeker both saying, 
‘I AM,’” said Laurie Plunk, who along with Vicki 
Trant have led this effort.

The dialogue follows the opening statement: 
God says (I am) “Love,” and the seeker says, (I am) 
“Lonely.” To which God offers another single-word 
definition of himself and the seeker responds with 
another single-word descriptor of his emotional 
and spiritual desert: (I am) “Joy.” (I am) “Lost.” 
And so it goes, down the side of the building in 
quick back-and-forth repetition that can register 
with the passersby.

“The new bridge presents a wonderful oppor-
tunity to speak to the community. Not church stuff. 
We are in a post-Christian era and the institutional 
church turns-off a lot of people,” lead pastor Glen 

Bocox said. “In general, the perception people have 
of Christians is of us being judgmental, anti-gay/
lesbian and intentionally hurtful. Millennials don’t 
want anything to do with church. We wanted to 
send a message to those who have rejected the 
church without using church speak.

“We kicked around a lot of images and 
language and we were coming up with the same 
church speak that a lot of people have rejected. 
This is a conversation between God and the world 
and not from the church to the world,” he said. 
“The theme is an advent message to the un-
churched to try us or someone.”

The graphics and color scheme of the 13 
panels help the reader to comprehend the intended 
dialogue in the quick exposure as they pass.

“God’s closing (I am) ‘Here’ is meant to serve 
as an inferred invitation. It says – it invites – ‘I am 
here.’ Will you choose to seek me here?” Plunk 
said. “Also, the things that God says are not things 
the church is saying about God or on God’s behalf. 
It is the message that god is trying to say to the 
world, regardless of how the church messes it up.”

The next step is the yard signs that have 
popped up around town. The common thread is 
they are in the yards of Methodist members.

“The individual yard signs incorporate the 
same theme as the exterior panels, ‘I AM HERE,” 
with the time of our service and church address on 
them – again extending an invitation and intended 
to stimulate conversations with our neighbors,” 
Plunk said. 

They plan to leave the yard signs up through 

Advent and then put them out again during Lent.
Following all of this, the church’s associate 

pastor Mary Runge is preparing her master’s thesis 
on evangelism and hospitality, and she intends to 
develop an outreach ministry for the congregation 
following that theme.

“The thesis has not been approved yet, but I 
will probably be working on Biblical examples of 
hospitality,” Runge said. “Jesus in the book of Luke 
is constantly eating and conversing with people. 
And while he was visiting, he was sharing about 
the Kingdom for God. He didn’t wait for people to 
come to him. It is about going out into the com-
munity and telling people that we are here, and we 
want to welcome them at church. It’s a step further 
than just greeting people who come through our 
door. It is face-to-face witnessing and appearing to 
the person holistically, ‘How are you mentally and 
emotionally and physically?’ And, ‘How can we 
help?’”

To complement the panels the church has used 
funds donated in the memory of the late Sharon 
Howerter to install and light new exterior vinyl let-
tering that says, “First United Methodist.”

“All three of these projects combined add to 
the exterior aesthetics of our church, so people 
know who we are and to help encourage them to 
seek God here,” Plunk said.

(Reprinted with permission from the Dec. 1, 2015 
issue of the Galesburg Register-Mail, www.galesburg.
com)

Feelings behind the cross explored 
at Foster Gallery exhibit
BY LESLIE RENKEN
SIU Wesley Foundation

PEORIA  – Today the Christian 
cross is everywhere.

Not just reserved for church-
es, the symbol is frequently 
found in public spaces and 
homes. It’s also commonly 
used in personal adornment 
and even used regularly in 
tattoos.

But many people may be surprised to learn 
that early Christians would never have consid-
ered using the symbol.

“It was an image of terror and oppression 
and death,” said Carol McPherson, director of 
Discipleship and Fine Arts Ministries at First 
United Methodist Church in downtown Peoria.

At a time when death on the cross was a 
brutal and demeaning form of punishment, 
no one would have thought of wearing one 
around their neck.

“Come to the Cross,” an exhibit of crosses from all over 
the world, will be in the Foster Gallery for Christianity 

and the Fine Arts at the First United Methodist Church 
of Peoria through March 20.

About 65 crosses from the personal collection of staff 
and church members are on display. The mediums 
run the gamut, from painted to carved to tatted (an 
old form of needlework), to stained glass, metalwork 
and even a couple paintings. There is also a series of 

crosses made by McPherson 
with the help of parishio-
ners at the church.

“I provided wooden beads, 
and every time someone 
said a prayer, they picked 
out a wooden bead,” she 
said. Each bead represents 
a prayer for someone in 
need of healing of the body, 
mind, spirit or memory, 
or for the city, country, or 
world.

The cross didn’t become 
an accepted symbol for 
Christianity until after A.D. 

300 when Emperor Constantine converted the Roman 
Empire to Christianity and abolished crucifixion, said 

McPherson. Even then, it took several generations for 
the cross to become widely used.

“You don’t see Christ on the cross until the Middle 
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BY LEROY ALLISON

ARTHUR – The 
weekly Community Meal 
at the Arthur UMC, 
which began in Febru-
ary 2009, wasn’t planned 
to still be an ongoing 
ministry, but seven years 
later it is, and it shall 
continue to be a vital 
ministry as long as pos-
sible.

The original intent 
was to invite the com-
munity to come in and 
share a meal with the 
middle school and high 
school youth.

The church was already feeding that group weekly, and the plan was to invite 
others in for the six weeks of Lent leading up to Easter.

As that six-week period was drawing to a close, the program was reassessed, 
and it was decided to continue until the youth group ceased meeting for the sum-
mer in May.

Early in May 2009, a group of workers met again to look at the meal, and it 
was decided not to stop for the summer, but to continue to serve meals.

By this time the number of meals served had grown from 50 to nearly 100 
each week. That number has grown steadily to the point that an average of 300 
meals are served weekly.

By best estimates, in the past seven years, more than 50,000 meals. A number 
of meals are delivered regularly to shut-ins.

The meals are planned in advance and are prepared and served by volunteers. 
While the meals originated at and are served by the United Methodist Church, 
the volunteers come from various places.

It would be impossible to name all those who help, but they include the Lions 
Club, the Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts, 4-H groups, Arthur Mennonite Church, 
First Baptist Church, Sunnyside Mennonite Church and Vine Street Christian 
Church.

On many occasions, there have been donations of baked goods, fresh 
produce, canned goods and other supplies that have been greatly appreciated. 
Monetary donations have come from people and organizations both in the area 
and from outside. All of these help keep the meals going.

Several members of the kitchen crew have taken classes and are now certified 
by the State of Illinois as Food Service Sanitation Managers.

The facilities are inspected and approved by the Douglas County Health 
Department.

Meal preparation begins at about 1 p.m. on a normal week. 
Serving is from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Most weeks, the kitchen is 
clean and everything is put away by 7 p.m.

Who attends the meals?  Anybody who is hungry, anybody 
who wants to share a meal with others. While contributions 
are accepted (and needed to keep the meals going), no one is 
turned away. The church continues to invite all those who hun-
ger and thirst to join them for a meal on Wednesday afternoon/
evening.

The question is sometimes raised, “How long are you going 
to do this?” The best answer is that as long as the need is there, 
as long as there are volunteers, as long as the funds are available, 
the meals will continue.

(Rev. Leroy Allison is retired IGRC clergy living in Arthur. Reprinted with permis-
sion from the Arthur Graphic-Clarion newspaper, www.arthurgraphic.com)

Arthur Community Meal began 
as a Lenten season activity

Ages,” said McPherson. “It has a con-
nection to the plague, the Black Death 
— death and suffering were very, very 
real during that time in human history, 
and that image of Christ who suffers 
along with us was very powerful. People 
grabbed onto that image to make mean-
ing in their lives.”

Use of the cross continued to evolve. 
During the 16th century Protestants 
rejected the symbol altogether when 
leaders of the Protestant Reformation 
removed sacred images from worship.

Today the cross is still used, or not used, 
by different Christian groups in different ways. Some 
groups prefer to have Christ on the cross, and others 
choose to display an empty cross.

“The empty cross means we serve a risen savior,” said 
McPherson.

The symbol is still evolving today.

“It evolves because it is so powerful,” said McPherson. “It 

evolves with our understanding of life and 
our place in life.”

The cross has become such a ubiquitous 
symbol in modern life that McPherson 
sometimes wonders about it.

“I don’t think people stop to think about 
how unusual it is that people wear around 
their neck an instrument of torture. Think 
about the original meaning of that beautiful 
cross you inherited from your grandmother 
— the cross was an instrument of torture.”

McPherson doesn’t want people to stop 
wearing the cross — it’s a beautiful and 

powerful symbol. But in this season of Lent, as Christians 
reflect on the events leading to Christ’s crucifixion and res-
urrection, she does want people to take a moment to think 
about how the cross, a symbol of rejection and horror, was 
transformed into an expression of God’s divine love and 
redeeming grace.

(Reprinted with permission from the Feb. 19 issue of the Peo-
ria Journal Star, www.pjstar.com)
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Integrity, character key to McKendree coach’s successful run
Feature Story

BY PAUL BLACK

LEBANON –  With just over 10 minutes to go, 
McKendree University men’s basketball team was 
trailing rival Missouri S & T by 19 points.

The Bearcats, plagued with 27 turnovers combined 
with six Missouri S & T players scoring in double 
figures, slowly and methodically worked their way 
back into the game.

Coach Harry Statham called a timeout and over 
the course of the next 10 minutes, McKendree 
began its run. Shooting 62.5 percent from the 
field with freshman guard Nate Michael and junior 
guard David Franklin pouring in 30 and 29 points 
respectively, the Bearcats chipped away at the 
Miner lead. Still down by 12 with 3:41 remaining, 
McKendree scored 14 of the last 16 points of the 
game to tie it at the end of regulation, 99-99, and 
went on to post a 108-105 victory Feb. 11.

The game was a milestone for Statham, who be-
came the first collegiate basketball coach among 
four-year colleges and universities to earn his 
1,100th victory in a career that spans 50 years at 
the United Methodist-affiliated school. He sur-
passed former University of Tennessee women’s 
coach Pat Summit just a week earlier when he 
notched his 1,099th victory over Maryville Univer-
sity.

But Statham seems somewhat detached from all 
the hoopla surrounding his accomplishment. Tying 
the record "was the last of my thoughts," he said 
from his coach’s office the morning prior to the 

Missouri S & T game. "I'm not worried about it. If 
I don't get it today, I get it tomorrow, next week, 
next month, next year. Those things happen. I'm 
not into that."

What he is into is his team, his players and what 
they do on the court. Over his 50 years at the 
helm of the Bearcats, the 78-year-old Statham 
has created a culture that doesn’t change. “We 
stress integrity and character as a priority here,” he 
explained. “Academics are second and basketball 
is third. In the long run, it wins out. You might lose 
some games, but you probably would lose them 
anyway when a player’s priorities aren’t straight.”

Some might cite the philosophy as “old school” in 
a day when college basketball has become a big 
money sport. 

The Harry Statham record
Statham’s career has included 40 post-season ap-
pearances and 15 National Association of Inter-
collegiate Athletics (NAIA) national tournament 
berths, including two five-year runs between 1999 
and 2004 and again between 2006 and 2011. His 
Bearcat teams have garnered 12 Conference cham-
pionships and he has been named Conference 
Coach of the Year eight times, NAIA-IBCA Coach 
of the Year 12 times and was the NAIA National 
Coach of the Year in 2001-02.

The 2002-03 team posted a 34-4 overall record and 
finished among the top four NAIA schools in the 
country. The 1987-88 Bearcats finished in the NAIA 
Elite Eight which included a 124-107 victory over 

Huron College (S.D.), where the combined point 
total set an NAIA tournament record that lasted 20 
years.

Three McKendree players have gone on to the pro-
fessional ranks. Paul Funkhouser was a supplemen-
tal pick of the NBA’s Chicago Bulls and the Caro-
lina Cougars of the former American Basketball 
Association. Belleville native Dale Haverman was a 
fifth-round pick of the Seattle SuperSonics in 1977, 
and Matt Laur, grandson of IGRC pastor, the late 
Rev. Lester Laur, was selected in the fourth round 
of the National Basketball Development League 
(NBDL) draft by the Columbus (Ga.) Riverdragons. 
Several former Bearcats have played profession-
ally overseas, while others have enjoyed success in 
coaching at the high school and collegiate ranks.

Returning to McKendree
Statham was born in May 1937 in Paducah, Ky., just 
five hours after his mother, Vada, attended his fa-
ther’s funeral. The elder Statham was a blacksmith 
for the Illinois Central Railroad and had contracted 
pneumonia after cleaning up a massive flood of 
the Ohio River that spilled its water in his home-
town of Brookport, Ill.

Raised by his widowed mother and her parents, 
Statham worked at the local gas station during 
high school where he learned the old school 
values that would serve him well. As a high school 
senior, he was given the opportunity to coach a 
grade school team and the passion for coaching 
was ignited.
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DWIGHT –  Although Harry Statham has made 
his mark in college basketball, he did coach five years 
of Illinois High School basketball and his name will 
always be associated with one of the longest high school 
basketball games in the state’s history.

On Dec. 15, 1964, Dwight High School, coached 
by Statham, hosted the neighboring Reddick R.U.C.E. 
(which stood for Reddick, Union Hill, Campus and 
Essex) High School Bulldogs basketball team. 
Terry Starks of Dwight scored a jump shot in the final 
seconds of the fourth quarter to tie the game at 62-62 and 
send it into overtime.

Reddick was highly regarded, having won back-to-
back district championships under former coach Gary 
Johnson, including a 27-1 mark in the previous year, 
losing in the Regional semi-final to Pontiac.

“Reddick had a good team that year and they had 
some size,” Statham recalled. “At that time, every period 
opened with a jump ball and they would control the tip. 
They proceeded to play for one shot, and seven straight 
periods, they missed the only shot taken in the overtime.”

Finally, in the ninth overtime frame, Dwight took the 
opening tip and went in for a go-ahead basket. Dwight’s 
Byron Anderson, who failed to score in the regular game, 
and teammate Al Mortenson began hitting their shots, 
combining for 12 of Dwight’s final 14 points to win the 
game, 76-72.

The game lasted two hours and 25 minutes, and with 

nine overtimes, stands as the Illinois state record for the 
longest high school basketball game. The national record, 
however, set on Feb. 29, 2012, was a 13-overtime thriller 
which Boone Trail prevailed over Angier in a North 
Carolina boys’ prep battle.

Reddick, under first-year coach Harlan Smith, finished 
17-9 that year and Dwight completed the 1964-65 season 
at 8-14. Statham would coach one more year at Dwight 
guiding the team to a 14-11 mark in 1965-66 – the only 
season where Statham’s high school teams finished above 
the .500 mark. 

Statham part of a 9 OT 
high school game

Photo courtesy of Dwight High School, 1965 school yearbook 
Pictured is the 1964-65 Dwight High School basketball team that defeated neighbor-
ing Reddick RUCE in a nine-overtime game Dec. 15, 1964. Standing in back from left 
are: Byron Anderson, Dick Finley, Ed Voyles, Kris Riber and Larry Johnson. Standing 
in middle row from left are: David Wilder, Eddie Rholfs, Alan Mortenson, Dana 
Rosendall and Terry Sparks. Seated in front are Billy Rholfs, Coach Harry Statham and 
Gene Perschnick.

Integrity, character key to McKendree coach’s successful run
Feature Story

In 1955, Statham headed to Oklahoma to attend college 
until a friend suggested McKendree College, located just 
25 miles from St. Louis. 

Statham was a full-time student for two years, playing 
baseball and basketball. But he struggled financially, so 
he became a teacher and junior high basketball coach 
in 1957 at O’Fallon, working nights and summers toward 
his bachelor’s degree in physical education.

Upon graduation, Statham moved on to the University 
of Illinois where he was a graduate assistant for the 
men’s basketball and track teams while completing his 
master’s degree.

It was then off to Forman High School in Manito for two 
years and to Dwight High School for three years where 
he coached high school basketball. 

So in 1966, at the suggestion of friend Dale Cruse, Sta-
tham took the basketball coaching job at McKendree, 
where he was hired as men’s basketball coach and the 
athletic director. He also was the men’s baseball coach 
for the first two years.

“My dream was to win a state high school basketball 
championship,” he said. “I consider the dream job was to 
land a position with a school that had a deep tradition – 
like Mt. Vernon or Centralia. I thought I’d have a winning 
season or two here and move on.”

But the doors of opportunity weren’t there.

“I finally realized that I wouldn’t be going back to high 
school coaching, which was fine,” Statham said. “I really 
liked the idea of picking my own players. And then I 

thought I would really like to coach Division I basketball, 
but it wouldn’t be possible from McKendree without 
going and being an assistant for who knows how many 
years. I wasn’t willing to do that, so I just stayed.”

One of the greatest challenges has been McKendree’s 
move from the NAIA ranks to the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) Division II play. McKendree 
now plays in the competitive 16-team, two-division 
Great Lakes Valley Conference where wins have not 
been as easy in the past four years.

“We have been rebuilding since going to Division II and 
it takes some time,” Statham conceded. “But it is good for 
the kids. Many times, we have landed good players that 
have tried to go Division I and then went away to school, 
didn’t like it and came back and played with McKendree.”

McKendree also plays Division I teams on their schedule, 
which included Drake University this year and the Uni-
versity of Illinois and Missouri State University last year.

“I want our players to play the best competition,” Sta-
tham said. “In the long run, it benefits us.”

Statham’s legacy 
At age 78, there is no talk of retirement. “I am in good 
health and I enjoy what I am doing,” he said. 

When asked about his legacy, Statham said it goes back 
to the integrity and character issue.

“I would hope that it could be said that I was a guy that 
did it the right way,” he said. “I want people to see that 
we turned out quality people – on the court and in life. 
We didn’t cut corners.”

Integrity, character key to McKendree coach’s successful run
Feature Story

thought I would really like to coach Division I basketball, 
but it wouldn’t be possible from McKendree without 
going and being an assistant for who knows how many 
years. I wasn’t willing to do that, so I just stayed.”

One of the greatest challenges has been McKendree’s 
move from the NAIA ranks to the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) Division II play. McKendree Through the years...

    NATIONAL
YEAR RECORD POSTSEASON

High School
1961-62 9-16 Manito (Forman)
1962-63 10-13 Manito (Forman) 
1963-64 2-20 Dwight 
1964-65 8-14 Dwight 
1965-66 14-11 Dwight  

Career, 5 years 43-74, .368

McKendree 
1966-67 13-10 
1967-68 20-7 
1968-69 21-6 
1969-70 19-8 
1970-71 15-12 
1971-72 21-7 
1972-73 23-6 
1973-74 24-8 
1974-75 17-9 
1975-76 17-9 
1976-77 21-5 
1977-78 15-11 
1978-79 20-11 
1979-80 22-9 
1980-81 27-7 
1981-82 18-12 
1982-83 20-9 
1983-84 18-19 
1984-85 22-11 
1985-86 22-14 
1986-87 30-5 
1987-88 35-1 NAIA
1988-89 17-15 
1989-90 20-14 
1990-91 23-9 
1991-92 31-6 NAIA
1992-93 27-9 NAIA
1993-94 26-8 
1994-95 27-6 
1995-96 25-9 NAIA
1996-97 28-9 NAIA Elite Eight
1997-98 26-8 
1998-99 21-11 
1999-2000 25-8 NAIA
2000-01 27-9 NAIA
2001-02 30-5 NAIA
2002-03 34-4 NAIA Fab Four
2003-04 24-10 NAIA
2004-05 25-8 
2005-06 19-14 
2006-07 23-12 NAIA
2007-08 27-7 NAIA
2008-09 30-6 NAIA
2009-10 27-7 NAIA
2010-11 21-13 NAIA
2011-12 18-12 
2012-13 7-21 
2013-14 9-17 
2014-15 11-15 
2015-16 12-13 (through 2-20-16)

Career, 50 yrs. 1,100-479, .697
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Kalamazoo shooting victim a 
devoted United Methodist
BY MARK DOYAL
Michigan Area Director of Communications 

KALAMAZOO, Mich (UMNS) – At least one 
of the eight victims from yesterday’s tragic mass 
shooting rampage in Kalamazoo, MI was a life-long 
active member and leader in The United Methodist 
Church.  Mary Jo “MJ” Nye, 60, of Battle Creek was 
confirmed by State Police to be one of five victims, 
four killed and one critically injured, outside a 
Cracker Barrel Restaurant in Texas Township, MI, 
Saturday evening.    

According to the State Police, Nye was killed 
along with friends Dorothy Brown, 74, and Barbara 
Hawthorne, 68, both of Battle Creek, MI.  A still un-
identified 14-year-old front-seat passenger of the car 
remains in critical condition at Bronson Hospital in 
Kalamazoo.  In a second vehicle, Mary Lou Nye, 62, 
of Baroda, MI, Mary Jo’s sister in-law, was also killed 
while sitting in her minivan in the restaurant parking 
lot.   The mass shooting also took the lives of father 
and son, Richard and Tyler Smith of Mattawan, MI 
who were killed while sitting in their car at a KIA 
Dealership on Stadium Drive in Kalamazoo.  One 
other individual was shot during the course of the 
rampage.

“My thoughts and prayers are with the family of 
Mary Jo Nye and all the victims of this senseless kill-
ing,” said Michigan Area Bishop Deborah Lieder Kie-
sey.  “Violence such as this is difficult to understand 
and yet we find strength in our faith and knowing we 
are surrounded by the love and prayers of others.”  

Mary Jo had met with Bishop Deb and Clergy 
Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Melanie Carey as re-
cently as last Thursday at the Michigan Area Minis-
try Center as part of the Committee on Episcopacy, 
reported committee chairperson Jeannie Banks. 

Mary Jo Nye was a life-long United Methodist. 
As a student at Western Michigan University, she had 
been active with the Wesley Foundation of Kalama-
zoo, where she was known as the chief soup cook in 
the soup kitchen.  According to her pastor Rev. Chad 
Parmalee, she had been active at Battle Creek Chapel 
Hill since the early 2000’s, serving as Chair of the Pas-
tor Parish Relations Committee and most recently the 
Administrative Council.  Mary Jo was also known for 

baking bread from scratch for Holy Communion.  
In a message to his congregation, Rev. Parmalee 

said, “Mary Jo understood that ministry meant 
reaching into the community and using her gifts to 
serve those outside her immediate congregation. She 
sought to reach people in her community and her 
world.” Mary Jo served as President of the Calhoun 
County Literacy Council, as a Board Member for 
the Haven of Rest Ministries, volunteered with the 
Calhoun County Animal Shelter, and was one of the 
four founding teachers for Calhoun County Com-
munity High School, an alternative education setting 
in Battle Creek.   

Mike Johnson, a friend of more than 40 years and 
a colleague with the Battle Creek Schools, said, “Mary 
Jo had a knack for nurturing kids who were hard to 
reach.  She was an anchor in the storm for kids who 
were adrift.” 

Word of the loss spread quickly across social me-
dia today.  Pastor Sandra Douglas of Westwood UMC 
in Kalamazoo, posted, “She was a passionate woman, 
an avid reader and she really “got it ” when we talked 
about the learning needs of adults and urban youth. 
Lord, have mercy. Peace.” 

“Personally, I have come to know Mary Jo as 
a dedicated daughter and friend,” reflected Rev. 
Parmalee.  “She cared for people and everyone who 
served alongside her was inspired by her gifts and her 
tenacity, but they also left feeling nurtured in their 
own spirits.”

National News

Harper Lee was United Methodist in word, deed
BY MARK DOYAL 

DALLAS (UMNS) – 
Harper Lee used the 
words “Methodist” 
and “John Wesley” in 
the first pages of her 
classic novel To Kill 
a Mockingbird, and 
Methodism figured in 
her life as well as her fiction.

Lee’s death on Feb. 19, at 89, in 
her hometown of Monroeville, 
Alabama, brought expressions 
of sadness from fellow United 
Methodists.

There was also deep gratitude 
for her work, particularly To Kill 
a Mockingbird, a Depression-era 
tale of race relations in the Deep 
South, published in 1960.

“It’s not only a great piece of art, 
but it really is a grappling with 
America’s greatest problem,” said 
retired United Methodist Bishop 
Will Willimon, who led the North Alabama Conference.

The Rev. Matt Rawle, a United Methodist pastor and au-
thor of the book The Faith of a Mockingbird, posted this 
on his blog: "Harper Lee will be missed, but her story 
will continue to focus an incarnational light shining 
toward justice."

Dawn Wiggins Hare, top executive of the United Meth-
odist Commission on the Status and Role of Women, 

knew Lee as a fellow resident of Monroeville and fellow 
member of First United Methodist Church in that town.

“Imagine the strength of character, the undaunted 
courage, the ethical heart that a young 30-something 
woman from south Alabama would have to have to 
write a book about racial injustice before the Civil 
Rights Act had even passed,” said Hare, a former Ala-

bama judge. “It took clarity 
of vision to see injustice 
in what was otherwise ac-
cepted as the norm.”

Deep Methodist roots
Born Nelle Harper Lee, the 
author grew up Methodist 
and was a longtime mem-
ber of First United Method-
ist Church in Monroeville. 
Hare called the Lee fam-
ily the “backbone” of the 
church and noted that the 
stained-glass windows in its 
chapel were given in honor 
of Lee’s parents.

Lee’s older sister, Alice, who 
died in 2014 at age 103, was a lawyer and a leading lay-
person in the local church as well as the first woman to 
lead the Alabama-West Florida Conference delegation 
at General Conference.

Harper Lee attended United Methodist-related 
Huntingdon College in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1944, 
later transferring to the University of Alabama.

“Her words resonate with evidence of personal and so-
cial holiness that reflect her Methodist heritage, which 
she held dear,” the Rev. J. Cameron West, Huntingdon’s 
president, said in a statement Friday.

Lee attended law school, but chose writing as her 
career, working as an airline ticket agent in New York 
while making her first efforts at fiction in her spare time. 
Friends surprised her with a monetary gift that allowed 
her to focus fulltime on her writing, and “To Kill a Mock-
ingbird” was the ultimate result.

The novel references Methodism on the first page as it 
sketches the family background of the fictional Finch 
family at the center of the story. The second page men-
tions John Wesley, Methodism’s founder.

Mostly, the story is a coming-of-age tale in which a 
young daughter, Scout, observes her father, Atticus 
Finch, bravely challenge local racial mores by represent-
ing a black man falsely accused of rape.

Prodding a nation
After To Kill a Mockingbird came out in 1960, winning 
the Pulitzer Prize and becoming a popular film with 
Gregory Peck as Atticus, Lee published almost nothing 
for decades. Meanwhile, To Kill a Mockingbird would 
gradually become one of the all-time best-selling nov-
els, not least because of its status as a staple of second-
ary school required reading lists.

Last year, her novel Go Set a Watchman came out amid 
controversy over whether it represented a finished work 
or a less-accomplished draft of To Kill a Mockingbird, 
belatedly published for commercial reasons.

Facebook photo 
Mary Jo Nye, a member of Battle Creek Chapel Hill UMC and active participant 
in The Connection, was one of those killed in the Feb. 20 mass shooting in 
Kalamazoo, Mich.

HARPER LEE CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Global News

Help for those displaced by Boko Haram
BY E. JULU SWEN

ABUJA, Nigeria (UMNS) – A United Methodist 
congregation in Nigeria is providing refuge for some 
of the thousands escaping the Boko Haram war in 
northern Nigeria.

That assistance is happening despite the scarce 
resources of the Don Peter Dabale Memorial United 
Methodist Church in Abuja, which has been trying to 
complete a church building project since 2009.

According to the Rev. Matthew Daniel Dangombe, 
superintendent of the Abuja District, the refugees 
were living around the church in makeshift structures 
in desperate conditions, so the church decided to help 
them. “We considered helping these people as part of 
our Christian duty in this district,” he said.

The displaced Nigerians come from various 
religious backgrounds. The church is using its differ-
ent ministries, such as teaching how to recycle waste 
papers, sewing skills and arts and crafts, to lower their 
fear and prepare them for career opportunities when 
they return to their home states.

“The young children are assisted with some school 

lessons from our friends from the American Embassy 
here in Abuja,” Dangombe said, adding that The 
United Methodist Church in Nigeria is already col-
laborating with other religious groups and will keep 
the doors open for those seeking refuge in its facility.

Dangombe said they did not considered host-
ing them a threat to the church, but an opportunity 
for the church to expand its ministry to the Nigerian 
people.

“There are more churches in Nigeria, especially 
where we are located, but few of them like us (United 
Methodist) will not worry about the cost (of hosting),” 
the clergyman said.

The displaced Nigerians are being cared for from 
the resources of the church, he noted, especially Sun-
day service offerings of the Don Peter Dabale Memo-
rial United Methodist Church, which has more than 
1,000 members.

Located in the suburb of Abuja called “Church 
Village,” the congregation is helping the displaced 
people get involved in small business be selling some 
of the items they make in their training sessions.

The church honors the memory of the late Bishop 
Don Peter Dabale, former bishop of The United Meth-
odist Church in Nigeria, who died in 2006.

(E. Julu Swen, based in Monrovia, leads the UMC 
Liberia Publishing Team.)

Quire, Tokpah advance as 
bishop candidates in Liberia
BY E. JULU SWEN

BUCHANAN CITY, Liberia (UMNS)  – The Liberia 
Conference upheld legislation banning divorced 
clergy from running for bishop before endorsing 
episcopal candidates to send to the West Africa 
Central Conference for election in December 
2016. The new bishop will be assigned to the 
Liberia Annual Conference.

The conference endorsed the Rev. Samuel Quire, 
administrative assistant to Liberian Bishop John 
Innis, and the Rev. David Tokpah, pastor of New 
Covenant United Methodist Church, Greater New 
Jersey Conference.

At the Liberia Conference meeting last April, 
delegates rejected efforts to overturn a long-
standing provision barring divorced clergy from 
nomination as bishop in The United Methodist 
Church in Liberia. During the 182nd Session of 
the Liberia Conference, delegates voted 433 to 
24 to affirm the rule barring divorced clergy from 
the episcopal office. Six delegates abstained 
from the voting process. Those opposed to the 
bar argued the provision violates the rights of 
individuals who wanted to run for the episcopal 
office, since the bar is not in the Book of Disci-
pline.

In the voting during the 183rd Conference on 
Feb. 12, 13 clergy were nominated for bishop in 
the first round. Ten were eliminated. The next 
day, Quire won the second round with 581 
votes, overtaking Tokpah, who netted 509 votes. 
According to nominating rules, the Rev. James 
Labala, with 429 votes, was eliminated from the 
process but could be nominated on the central 

conference floor in Abidjan, Cote 
d'Ivore, in December.

Before the first round of balloting, 
members of the Liberia Annual 
Conference agreed to uphold the 
“divorce legislation,” thus banning all 

clergy in the category from running for  bishop. 

Although there are several divorced clergy in the 
Liberia Conference, the divorce legislation was 
aimed at stopping the Rev. Julius Nelson, consid-
ered a favorite for the position of bishop. Despite 
the rules, several members of the conference 
wrote Nelson’s name on their ballots, thus ren-
dering them invalid. With 166 invalid ballots in 
the first round, half of which Nelson received, in-
dividuals opposing the divorce legislation hope 

the West Africa Central Conference will 
overturn the Liberian rule.

Sierra Leone Bishop John K. Yambasu 
mentioned a complaint to the West 
Africa Central Conference from those 
affected by the divorce legislation. 
While the West Africa Central Confer-
ence is expected to look into the com-
plaint, Yambasu warned that the central 
conference has no judicial committee 
and concluding the matter at the WACC 
session may be difficult.

The head of the Nigeria delegation, the 
Rev. Ande I. Emmanuel, said his delega-
tion should vote for the candidate(s) 
who will be the choice of the Liberia 
church. “I know your rules will not im-

pact the WACC,” he said, “but it will not do us any 
good as a church if we take a bad decision that 
will shatter the unity of UMC Liberia.”

(Swen is editor and publisher of West African Writ-
ers, an online publication about United Methodist 
happenings in West Africa and assists the denomi-
nation in Liberia with coverage for United Method-
ist Communications.)

Photo by Julu Swen, UMNS 
The Revs. David Tokpah (right) holds the hand of the Rev. Samuel Quire in conversation at the 
Gompa District Conference in Buchanan City, Nimba County, Liberia. 

Photo by Julu Swen, UMNS 
Some of the displaced Nigerians in the front yard of the Don Peter Dabale 
Memorial United Methodist Church in Nigeria. 

“It will not do us any good as a church if 
we take a bad decision that will shatter 
the unity of UMC Liberia.”
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absent. Her mother had mental illness. At age four, she 
ingested LSD carelessly left for a child to find. The fam-
ily disintegrated and the grandparents became legal 
guardians. My presence brought back good memories 
of a grandfather who took care of his granddaughter 
when she got in trouble and lifted the burden of her 
life sentence by never, never forgetting about her. Pres-
ence can be a powerful factor.                       

In 2013, one of my pastors invited me to travel 
with him to Spanish-speaking San Pedro Sula, Hondu-
ras. His church is supporting the ministry of another 
church in that town. On one of the days, I ran errands 
in the medical/eyeglass clinic. Patients who needed 
glasses were examined, fitted with prescription glasses 
and sent on their way, free of charge. Expectant moth-
ers and their children received free medical and dental 
care. 

Before we left town, our host invited us to worship 
services at the San Pedro Sula Prison, said to be “the 
most dangerous correctional institution on earth.”  The 
guards led us through the entrance. Then the inmates 
took over and led us to an air-conditioned chapel. It 
was absolutely jammed. Well over 100 men attended. 
We sat among them and worshiped. Invited to bring 
greetings from America, we shared our purpose state-
ment; to greet on behalf of Christ and his church, to let 
them know they are remembered in prayer that God 
would look out for them until that day…  Strangers, 

inmates, non-Americans, brothers in Christ clapped 
for us as we departed from them.    

Lord willing, I’m headed to the Holy Land for the 
seventh time Feb. 16. Again, I’ll visit the place where 
our Lord fed the 5,000 and changed water in wine at 
Cana of Galilee. We’ll board the boat and sail on the 
Seas of Galilee, the same sea where the fisherman 
toiled all night and caught nothing until Jesus said, 
“Cast your net on the other side.”  So many other sights 
like the town of Bethlehem, the church of the Nativity, 
Lazarus Tomb, the Garden of Gethsemane, Calvary 
and the Empty Tomb. 

What will come more alive to me this trip will be 
the dungeon under the palace of Caiaphas. Caiaphas 
was the high priest who rejected Jesus’ ministry, facili-
tated his conviction on false testimony and detained 
him all night in a dark, dank dungeon of cold rock 
probably 150 to 200 feet deep. 

Today, tourists go down in the dungeon by a series 
of stairs. Then, Jesus was let down and brought up by 
ropes placed under his arms. In the dungeon all night, 
all day, suffering for you and I; our Lord stood the test 
so he could save us. Sad to say, your god and mine 
spent all that time in the dungeon and no one visited  
him, not family, not disciples, nobody. Maybe our Lord 
foresaw what he would have to endure Holy Week in a 

dungeon with no visitors. Is it any wonder that one of 
the expectations of the Last Judgment passage had to 
do with visiting those in prison!!   “I was in prison and 
you visited me.” 

Fanny Crosby was a famous hymn writer, blind 
most of her life. Her first hymn that gained worldwide 
fame in 1868 came as a result of a prison visit. As she 
turned to go home one evening, a prisoner cried out 
in a loud and pleading voice, “Good Lord, do not pass 
me by.”  Fanny went home and penned the words to 
this hymn still being sung 140 years later. Here are the 
words:                     

“Pass me not, O gentle Savior, hear my humble 
cry; while on others thou art calling, do not pass me 
by. 

Let me at thy throne of mercy find a sweet relief; 
kneeling there in deep contrition, help my unbelief. 

Trusting only in thy merit, would I seek thy face; 
heal my wounded broken spirit, save me by thy grace. 

Thou the spring of all my comfort, more than life 
to me, whom have I on earth beside thee?  Whom in 
heaven but thee?”  

Refrain
“Savior, Savior, hear my humble cry; while on oth-

ers thou art calling, do not pass me by.”

VISIT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 “God used me to help this mother see her son again 
and speak love to him, and him to her, one more time.”  
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Photo by Paul Black

Pictured, from left to right: Dan Perry leads worship during Covenant Keepers 2016 in East Peoria. Rev. Martyn 
Atkins of the British Methodist Church makes one of three presentations at the event, while Bishop Jonathan 
D. Keaton preaches the closing worship and Rev. Chip Freed of Garfield Memorial UMC in the East Ohio 
Conference shares a lighter moment in his presentation on “Don’t Settle for the T-Shirt.” More than 200 clergy 
attended the annual event.

Photo by Paul Black

covenant keepers 2016

Photo by Paul Black
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton imposes ashes on the forehead of Cache River District Superintendent Roger Russell during a 
Feb. 10 service at the Conference Center. The service was attended by Cabinet members and Conference staff.

Conference News

This novel, whose title comes from a 
verse in Isaiah, also includes Methodist 
references. Atticus Finch is less noble 
in the second book, which is set in the 
1950s as the civil rights movement 
grew and the U.S. Supreme Court or-
dered an end to segregated schools.

Willimon is a champion of both novels.

“White male Southern Methodist that I 
am, I think reading both of those books 
together is like having my life narrated 
back to me,” he said.

Former President George W. Bush, a 
United Methodist, awarded Lee the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2007. 
He released a statement saying he and 
wife Laura were mourning Lee’s death.

“Harper Lee was ahead of her time, and 

her masterpiece ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ 
prodded America to catch up with her,” 
Bush said.

Hare stressed that Methodism helped 
shape Lee, and Lee honored Method-
ism with her life and work.

Lee, she said, “is a shining example 
of the capacity of a lay person to see 
injustice, speak up, tell the story, and 
transform the world. We as United 
Methodists define our mission as 
making disciples for Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world. Those 
were not just words to Nelle Harper 
Lee. That was her legacy.”

(Hodges, a United Methodist News Ser-
vice writer, lives in Dallas.)

HARPER LEE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton has an-
nounced that Bishop Michael Watson will preach 
the Service of Ordination and Commission and has 
named the two keynote speakers that will address 
the 2016 Annual Conference in the area of disability 
awareness in the church.

Dr. Amos Yong will be speaking Thursday morning 
and Rev. Harold “Russell” Ewell II will be speaking on 
Friday morning of the Conference.

The theme for the 2016 Annual Conference is The 
Fields are Ripe for the Harvest.

In addition, Bishop Sylvester Williams, Sr. of St. 
Louis, Mo., chair of the College of Bishops for the 
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, will be the 
Ordination Service’s ecumenical guest.

Bishop Michael Watson
Bishop Watson was born into an ac-
tive Methodist family in Dothan, Ala. 
He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in finance and real estate 
from the University of Alabama, 
received a master of divinity degree 

from Emory University's Candler School of Theology 
and a doctor of ministry degree from Vanderbilt 
University.  

In 1972, he was ordained deacon by Bishop W. 
Kenneth Goodson, and in 1976 he was ordained 
elder by Bishop Carl J. Sanders in the Alabama-West 
Florida Annual Conference.  Bishop Watson served 
as pastor in Florida, as well as a founding pastor 
of Covenant UMC in his hometown of Dothan, 
Alabama.

From 1990 to 2000, he served as the pastor of 
Dauphin Way UMC in Mobile, Ala.  He was elected 
to the episcopacy by the Southeastern Jurisdic-
tional Conference in 2000 and served as Bishop in 
the South Georgia Area from 2000 to 2008.  Bishop 
Watson is currently serving as the Episcopal leader 
of the North Georgia Area of The United Methodist 
Church.

He is married to Margaret Lee Watson and has two 
children, Benjamin (Ben) Lee Watson and Elizabeth 
Watson Riddle. He is also a proud grandfather to 
Alex and Andrew Watson, and Camilla Riddle.

Bishop Sylvester          
Williams, Sr.
Growing up in a small rural town in 
Hale County, Ala., Bishop Williams 
accepted the call to ministry in 1981. 

Bishop Williams served the Church 
and community in many capacities which included 
pastoral leadership at Owens Chapel, Emory 
Chapel, Franconia, and Southside CME Churches 
in Alabama; Mt. Olive CME Church in Orlando, Fla.; 
and Carter Temple CME Church in Chicago.  He has 
served as a member of the Joint Board of Finance 
for the Birmingham and Southeast Missouri, Il-
linois and Wisconsin Annual Conferences; Budget 
Director for the Third Episcopal District; Dean of 
Leadership Training School for the Southeast Mis-
souri, Illinois and Wisconsin Region; a Member of 

the Board of Trustees at Miles College and Phillips 
School of Theology; Chairman, Board of Directors, 
for the Commission on Religion in Appalachia; and 
Chaplain of Brookwood Hospice in Birmingham.  
Bishop Williams attended the World Methodist 
Conferences which were held in England and Korea; 
he was also selected by the Interdenominational 
Theological Center as one of 21 pastors to partici-
pate in a 15-day Holy Land Pilgrimage for Pastoral 
Renewal.

On June 30, 2010, Bishop Williams was elected the 
58th Bishop of the CME Church and was assigned 
to be the Presiding Prelate of the Second Episcopal 
District.  At the 2014 General Conference, Bishop 
Williams was assigned to the Third Episcopal Dis-
trict.

Bishop Williams is married to the former Carmen 
Elaine Leonard. They have three children: Saman-
tha, Sylvia, and Sylvester II.

Dr. Amos Yong
When Yong was almost 10 years old, 
his younger brother Mark was born 
with Down’s Syndrome. 

As Pentecostal family of Chinese de-
scent, the Yong family experienced 

a deep crisis of faith, even as they felt supported 
by the prayers of their family and friends and their 
church continued to pastor to them with a lived-
out Gospel showing how you can trust in God even 
when your prayers for healing are not answered as 
you would like them to be.

Dr. Yong has written two books and numerous 
articles on theology and disability. His first is a 
scholarly work entitled Theology and Down Syn-
drome: Reimagining Disability in Late Modernity. His 
second is addressed to the Church as a whole and 
is entitled The Bible, Disability, and the Church: A 
New Vision of the People of God.

As Assemblies of God pastor, Dr. Yong has been 
the professor of theology and mission at Fuller 
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, Calif., as well as 
director of the Fuller Theological Seminary’s Center 
for Missological Research.

Rev. Harold “Russell” 
Ewell II
Ewell is a member of the Missouri 
Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church where he cur-
rently serves as associate pastor of 

The Village Church of St. Louis. 

As a person with a disability growing up prior to 
passage of the Americans With Disabilities Act, his 
parents were informed that “people who are blind 
could not succeed in an integrated classroom set-
ting nor should they waste time aspiring to go to 
college.”

Rev. Ewell has been called “a next-generation leader 
in the disability community” and gives talks all over 
the country on the Independent Living Movement, 
disability rights, and advocacy. He’s passionate 
about empowering the disenfranchised and desires 
for the people of God to realize the conditions of 
the Kingdom of Heaven here on earth.

Rev. Ewell serves on the Disability Ministries Com-
mittee of The United Methodist Church and is a 
board member of the United Methodist Association 
of Ministers with Disabilities.

He is a 1991 graduate of Southern Illinois Univer-
sity-Edwardsville with a degree in sociology and 
a emphasis on labor relations. In spring 2009, he 
graduated with honors from Eden Theological 
Seminary – the first blind person to graduate from 
that institution in its 165-year history. While in 
seminary, Ewell wrote a thesis entitled Re-Visioning 
God and Community: Toward a Practical Theology of 
Disability. His thesis has gained significant attention 
and is being used as a primary text in several social 
justice classes at Eden. He is currently researching 
universities and seminaries preparing to study for 
his PhD.

Speakers announced for the 
2016 Annual Conference

2016   Annual Conference
IGRC

Annual Conference News

Annual Conference links
PEORIA – Although registration for the 2016 Annual 
Conference will not go live until April 1, there are a 
number of things you can do right now in preparation 
for the June 8-11 gathering:
• Reserve your hotel accommodations – Visit www.

igrc.org/ac2016hotels for a list of hotels with 
special room rates for conference attendees. These 
rates usually lapse a month in advance of the An-
nual Conference so make your reservations early.

• Request space for special meals – Groups that 
want to host a special meal during conference need 
to make those requests no later than Wednesday, 
March 2. Visit www.igrc.org/ac2016meals to make 
that request.

• Request display space – Groups that wish to dis-
play exhibits in the exhibit hall may reserve space 
any time before March 28. Groups must qualify and 
conform to the display policy standards. Visit www.
igrc.org/ac2016displays for more information.

• Plan ahead if you are making a presentation – 
Persons that are making presentations at the 2016 
Annual Conference and in need of audio-video 
support are required to submit their materials to 
IGRC Communications no later than Friday, May 15. 
This includes those who will be leading worship 
services. Adherance to the deadline allows Commu-
nications staff to ensure that the Power Point slides, 
videos, audio files, etc., will run properly during the 
presentation. Persons not adhering to the deadline 
have no guarantee of audio or technical support 
during their presentation. For more information or 
if you have questions, contact Director of Commu-
nication Ministries Paul Black at 217-529-2824, or by 
emailing pblack@igrc.org 
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Cunningham’s 
Festival of 
Quilts April 8-9

URBANA – Cunningham Children’s 
Home’s 12th Annual Festival of Quilts 
joins the Boneyard Arts Festival this 
spring as one of more than 90 galleries 
showcasing the arts in Central Illinois. 

The festival slated for April 8-9 from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. will present a collection 
of show quilts that creatively blur the lines 
between conventional quilt making and 
fine art. The Festival of Quilts will also in-
clude a silent auction and quilt boutique 
as well as a gift shop, bake sale and the 
Patchwork Café. 

Tickets are available at the door and 
are a $5 donation. All proceeds benefit 
children and youth served by Cunning-
ham.

The Boneyard is a four-day event 
which brings together area businesses, 
organizations, and artists while promot-
ing the cultural vibrancy of our commu-
nity. As the Festival of Quilts has grown 
and the quilts submitted for viewing have 
evolved it became obvious to all who help 
with the event that many of our local 
artists are sharing their artwork through 
quilts. 

On Saturday, Erick Wolfmeyer, this 
year’s guest speaker, will share a collection 
of his fine art quilts, and the stories which 
brought him to quilting as a creative 
outlet. Erick’s work has been featured in 
numerous books and periodicals and has 
been exhibited through the US and Chi-
na. With each new piece, Erick celebrates 
quilt-making as the perfect metaphor for 
an imperfect, but well-lived life. 

To read more about Erick’s fasci-
nating life and experiences as an artist 
visit http://www.cunninghamhome.org/
festival-quilts-guest-speaker

LAWRENCEVILLE – One 
afternoon while Cindy Hillyard 
(Life Enrichment Director) and 
Tom York (Resident at UMV 
North) were chatting over 
popcorn and a movie, it was 
discovered a shared love and 
enjoyment for the sport of 
professional wrestling. 

As the two chatted about the 
sport, Tom mentioned how 
he wanted to meet Jerry “The 
King” Lawler. Tom stated, “I 
watched wrestling every Saturday on channel 7, I even 
went to see it in Vincennes a few times.”

Hillyard shared with York that there was an upcoming 
event in Albion, where Jerry “The King” Lawler would 
be performing. As Tom listened with excitement, Cindy 
invited him to go. Tom’s eye said it all.  “Yes! I would 
love to meet Jerry, and have my picture taken with 
him,” York said. 

Plans were set in motion. Sam Cosby, the owner of 
Strictly NSane Pro Wrestling was contacted and York 
was granted a guaranteed front row seat to the event. 

Activity Director Jessica Simmons met 
Hillyard in Albion and York got his 
wish granted.

York enjoyed the wrestling events 
and witnessed first hand Lawler’s 
win. During intermission, he met and 
chatted with Jerry “The King” Lawler 
himself. York shared how he watched 
him and had been a long-time fan. 
Lawler shook his hand and thanked 
him. 

Tom was the first of the Dream 
Catchers program that the United Methodist Village 
is putting into place. Dreams can come true at any 
age and the Life Enrichment Team want to make them 
happen.

With help from staff, families and businesses the UM 
Village will do its best to enrich the lives of every 
resident and help them to Catch that Dream! In order 
to make the Dream Catchers program successful, 
donations of time, money and services are needed. 
Contact Teri Stangle, Social Services Director at the 
United Methodist Village by emailing giftplan@
umvillage.org  

Dream comes true for United Methodist Village resident

Photo courtesy of Marge Stout 

Officers of the IGRC United Methodist Women are 
shown with a portion of the 150 quilted labyrinths which 
were sewn for delegates of the 2016 General Conference. 

IGRC UMW President Marge Stout said the challenge to sew 
in a continuous circle was “a lesson in life. Sometimes, we 
get off the path and it beomes narrow (or wide). Our only 
way to get back on path is with God’s help.”

Pictured in back, from left, are: Mary Ann Harvey, Janet Kirk, 
Betty Stolz and Carol Kesslor. Standing in front, from left, are 
Sue Coons, Jan Corsaro, Marge Stout and Anita Anderson. 

The 150 will be added to the collection provided by have 
been mailed to the general church agency as part of an esti-
mated 2,000 labyrinths which the United Methodist Women 
will distribute during General Conference to be held May 
10-20 in Portland, Oregon.

Conference News

BY KENT KING-NOBLES, PCC CHAIR AND TIM HARRISON, 
CHAPLAIN, MCKENDREE UNIVERSITY

Do you ever feel like you need a break?  How 
would you like to take two or three days just to 
relax, refresh or do what you really want to do?

You can. We had a chance to do just that recently, 
thanks to a new ministry available to all of our 
IGRC clergy and spouses. 

One of our own, Connie Jenkins, has felt a call to 
open her home for one- to three-day retreats. 
Ironically, the two of us cancelled our first retreat 
because we were “just too busy.” We were glad we 
made time for this one. 

We had a wonderful time reading, watching 
eagles, eating a nice dinner as we looked out on 
the Mississippi River, taking long walks and a nap 
or two, and having some conversations about our 
ministries, our families and our need to shift some 
priorities.  We also picked a movie from a large 
selection of DVDs. 

This lovely retreat home is just outside Quincy. It 
is two hours from Springfield, but the highway is 
smooth and not heavily traveled, so the trip goes 
by quickly. As the miles went by and we caught up 

on our conversations, the tensions of our everyday 
routines melted away.  We had the freedom to 
enjoy a beautiful yard and woods, watch the birds, 
sit by the fire, or hide out in a well-appointed 
basement. 

Breakfast was worthy of a fine restaurant. The two 
bedrooms were very comfortable. Everything is 
clean and attractive. And the best part – it is all 
free. 

If you need to do some planning or just need a 
place to get away and catch up with yourself, we 
recommend this retreat ministry. This is also a 
great place to reconnect with your spouse.  Plus 
there are also a lot of attractions in the area, such 
as the Blues Festival and other special events on 
the riverfront, or tours of Hannibal and Nauvoo 
nearby. 

Connie Jenkins is partnering with our Confer-
ence Pastoral Care and Counseling Board to make 
this available to any IGRC clergy and spouse.   To 
book a reservation or get more information, 
contact our PCC Coordinator, Shauna Summers at 
309.241.4389 or shauna.r.summers@gmail.com.  

What are you waiting for?

Retreat provides a time to renew
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Conference News

Construction continuing   
on Chaddock School
BY JEFF VAN CAMP
CHADDOCK

QUINCY – Despite a weather roller 
coaster of single-digit temperatures and 
winter-like weather conditions for a few 
days followed by unseasonably warm 
temps, construction on the new school 
at Chaddock is progressing. 

Officials say they’re on target for an 
August 2016 opening.

Contractors are ramping up construc-
tion on the building’s interior as electricians, plumbers 
and HVAC technicians install heating, ventilation and 
air-conditioning systems, and drywall.

And, while the interior work is gaining momentum, 
brick-layers are about 80 percent finished with the 
building’s exterior.

Bruce Ringhausen is the project superintendent for 
S.M. Wilson, the construction management company 
in charge of the project.  He said the biggest challenge 
at this point is daily organizing and planning. “You have 
to make sure that the electricians, plumbers and HVAC 
techs are getting their work done so that the drywallers 
and crews installing insulation aren’t getting pushed 
back. I’m talking to the general contractor daily to make 
sure all the pieces of the puzzle are going together as 
they’re supposed to be,” he said.

Kevin Stephens is the Associate Director of Operations 
and has been involved with the construction project 
since before ground was broken on the $11 million proj-
ect in June 2015. He said one of the biggest projects now 
for crews is the installation of the HVAC system. There 
are 37 heating and air conditioning units throughout 

the building and each unit has a two-inch copper line 
running to it as part of the overall system.

“It’s a very extravagant system,” said Stephens.

Installation of underground sewer and water lines is 
another large component waiting to be completed. “We 
couldn’t have had those laid underground and had the 
heavy equipment driving over them,” said Stephens. So 
those will wait until the spring after the ground thaws 
and there isn’t an overabundance of moisture and mud.

While all of the major construction is continuing and 
there are easily identifiable parts of the project where 
people can see progress, he and other members of the 
Chaddock staff are busy making final selections on fin-
ish items that will be installed before the school opens.

“We’re at the point now where we’re selecting the kinds 
of door knobs, locks, furniture and technology that will 
be in the school,” said Stephens.

Be sure to check Chaddock’s Facebook page at: https://
www.facebook.com/Chaddock-50842971265 for regular 
updates and photos.

(Jeff Van Camp is the Director of Development for Chad-
dock, www.chaddock.org)

Native American Ministries Sunday is April 10
BY DAN LYBARGER

One tribe in North America has told this story for 
centuries: when people “pale as birch” crossed the 
great water in large canoes, they brought with them 
“The Black Book.”  However, the bringers of the physical 
Book could not have known what it would mean and 
look like to be Native and a follower of Jesus.  

Today Native Americans—with many unique languag-
es, many unique cultures—honor their heritage, and 
live as Jesus-followers, led by a rotation of primarily 
Native American pastors.

Supporting the Ministry of Christ Among 
Native People
Most Americans today recognize that the history 
following the arrival of the large canoes bore little re-
semblance to the one all Christians identify as Creator. 
That’s why the people of The United Methodist Church, 
Native and non-Native, are creating a new history. 
Through Native American Ministries Sunday, we’re able 
to equip and empower Native American pastors, con-
gregations and seminary students to do what only they 
can do: authentically worship and serve Jesus.

As a member of The United Methodist Church, your 
gift, on this day, equips Native congregations—like 
New York’s Onondaga Nation UMC and Nebraska’s Na-
tive American Sacred Winds congregation—to worship 
and serve as only they can.

This work, and hundreds of other ministries, are pos-
sible because you give.

Our giving allows Native Americans to 
encounter, worship and serve Jesus
When you support Native American Ministries Sunday, 

you equip seminary students who will honor and cele-
brate Native American culture in their ministries. And you 
empower congregations that are finding fresh new ways 
to minister to their communities with the love of Christ.

Dr. Richard Twiss, a member of the Sicangu Lakota 
Oyate from the Rosebud Sioux Reservation in South 
Dakota, asked:

“Will we be allowed to develop new ways of doing 
church that honor God’s purposes for the creative ex-
pression of our cultures? Will new ministry partnerships 
and coalitions form? Will you help be a part of this 
wonderful process of reconciliation, restoration and 
release?”                             (From www.umcgiving.org)

Many are not aware that 50 per cent of the Native 
American Ministries Sunday offering stays within in the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference and is administrated 
by the Committee on Native American Ministries. The 
offering is used within our conference to assist the 
ministries at Dayspring United Methodist Church (the 
only Native American Church of any denomination in 
the State of Illinois) and other Native American projects 
and ministries throughout the conference. 

A Native American Ministry Sunday Pastors and Lead-
ers kit can be downloaded at http://www.umcgiving.
org/resource-articles/native-american-ministries-
sunday-pastor-and-leaders-kit. The kit includes 
power points, downloadable posters and videos. 
Offering envelopes and posters are available through 
http://shop.umc.org/2016-native-american-minis-
tries-sunday-offering-envelope-and-poster. If any 
congregation is needing a speaker for Native American 
Ministries Sunday, contact Rev. Dan Lybarger (dan.
lybarger@gmail.com, or 309-713-6771) who chairs 
the Committee  on Native American Ministries for the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference.

One Great Hour of 
Sharing is March 6
When disaster strikes around the globe—Haiti’s 2010 
earthquake or Typhoon Haiyan in 2013—so many watching 
the drama unfold on our living room televisions feel entirely 
helpless. How could any one person make a difference in 
the wake of such widespread devastation? As responders 
around the globe scramble to help survivors, the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief, UMCOR, is prepared to act.

So don’t be fooled by the word committee.

Since 1940, when UMCOR’s forerunner was established to 
meet the needs of those suffering overseas at the onset of 
World War II, we’ve continued to respond to those in desper-
ate need—today throughout more than eighty countries 
around the world.

The response of UMCOR isn’t something “they” do, it’s some-
thing “we” do.

When you give you equip Christ’s Body to serve in His 
name
That’s because your generous giving to One Great Hour of 
Sharing is what allows UMCOR to act as the arms and legs 
of Christ’s church, moving toward the most vulnerable in 
their darkest days. Convinced that all people have God-
given worth and dignity—without regard to race, religion or 
gender—together we are assisting those impacted by crisis 
or chronic need.

Because you give, the United Methodist Church’s compas-
sionate response to human suffering continues today:

• When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we re-
sponded

• When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we 
responded

• When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we 
responded

• And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will be pre-
pared to respond

UMCOR will be able to offer aid in Jesus’ name to those who 
suffer because United Methodists give through One Great 
Hour of Sharing.  In fact, it’s your generous giving that allows 
us to respond when disaster strikes.

Not “they.”

We.

Ensure The United Methodist Church can keep helping
Will you continue to give to One Great Hour of Sharing? Will 
you continue to meet the needs of the children, families and 
communities who’ve experienced devastation in the wake 
of disaster?

When we meet the needs of those who suffer we actually 
minister to Jesus, who said:

“I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and 
you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me.  I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick 
and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.” 
(Mt. 25:35-36, CEB)

As we respond, we recognize Jesus in those who are reeling 
in the wake of disaster. 

What One Great Hour of Sharing does
Because the One Great Hour of Sharing covers the admin-
istrative costs associated with UMCOR, 100 percent of your 
disaster response offerings go to the affected area. That is 
a claim no other organization – not even Red Cross or the 
Salvation Army – can make.

Giving to the One Great Hour of Sharing is as easy as drop-
ping your offering in the collection plate and designating it 
for “One Great Hour of Sharing.” Church treasurers can remit 
those funds to the conference when they make apportion-
ment payments and the Conference forwards those dollars 
to UMCOR.

Persons can give online by visiting https://donate.gcfa.org/
FundDetails.aspx?ID=10000141000110006
Or persons can give by mail, making checks payable to GCFA 
and mailing them to: GCFA, P.O. Box 340029, Nashville, TN 
37203. Designate in the memo section of your check “One 
Great Hour of Sharing.”
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Jurisdictional News

Brown endorsed by West Ohio delegation
BY LISA STREIGHT
West Ohio Conference Communicator

WORTHINGTON, Ohio  – The West Ohio Con-
ference delegation to the 2016 General and Jurisdiction-
al Conferences has endorsed Rev. Dr. Brian Brown as an 

Episcopal candidate (Bishop) in The United 
Methodist Church.

"I am extremely humbled and honored 
to be endorsed by the West Ohio delegation," 
said Rev. Brown. "Thank you for your affirma-
tion of my potential service as an Episcopal 
servant leader!" 

The delegation engaged in a discernment 
process through fall 2015 and winter 2016 that included 
prayer, small group and delegation discussion, inter-
views and balloting. 

The election of Bishops takes place during Juris-

dictional Conferences every four years. The 2016 North 
Central Jurisdiction Conference, held July 13-16 in Peo-
ria, Ill., will elect four new bishops. This is Rev. Brown's 
first time as a candidate for Episcopal leadership.

Since 2011, Rev. Brown has served as Superinten-
dent for the Ohio River Valley District in West Ohio. He 
is also Dean of the Bishop’s Cabinet, interim pastor of 
Epiphany United Methodist Church in Cincinnati and 
a delegate to Jurisdictional Conference. From 2008 to 
2011, Rev. Brown was the teaching pastor at Ginghams-
burg Church in Tipp City, Ohio, where he was appreci-
ated as a spiritual leader who connected with the diverse 
spectrum of Christ followers.

Rev. Brown completed his undergraduate degree at 
Virginia Union University and his theological educa-
tion at Howard University and Samuel DeWitt School of 
Theology, where he received his M.Div. He received his 

D.Min., from United Theological Seminary with a focus 
on missional growth empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
Ordained an elder in the Virginia Conference in 2000, 
he served there as associate pastor at Belmont United 
Methodist Church in Richmond, Va., and as senior pas-
tor of Asbury United Methodist Church in Churchill, 
Va., both congregations partnering in a ministry of 
racial reconciliation. While serving as senior pastor at 
Woodlawn United Methodist Church in Alexandria, 
Va., attendance grew by 20 percent per year and a satel-
lite campus was added.

Rev. Brown is married to Candace, and they have 
four children, Brian II, a senior at Howard University, 
Brianna a sophomore at the University of Michigan, 
Brielle is in eighth grade and Bria is in six grade in the 
Lakota School District in West Chester, Ohio.  

East Ohio tabs 
George as its 
nominee
BY PAUL BLACK

NORTH CANTON, Ohio  – After announc-
ing no endorsement among three candidates 
in December, the East Ohio delegation has 
endorsed the Rev. Dr. Gary George as their can-

didate for the episcopacy to the 
2016 North Central Jurisdictional 
Conference.

"I am humbled and honored 
to receive the endorsement 
of the East Ohio Conference 
delegation," George said. "I am 

grateful for the support and encouragement we 
have been given by so many as we make this 
journey."

The announcement Feb. 20 comes two 
months after a Dec. 14 delegation meeting 
failed to provide a consensus candidate. Fol-
lowing that meeting, delegation chair Jessica 
Vargo announced, “East Ohio is blessed to have 
numerous individuals in its midst that have the 
gifts to be bishop.  Unfortunately, based upon 
the current rules of the delegation, no candi-
date was able to get the 60 percent needed to 
receive the delegation’s endorsement.”

As the largest delegation in the jurisdiction, 
East Ohio has had relative success in electing 
bishops in recent years. Currently, of the five 
bishops that will not retire in 2016, three of 

Dick, Royappa candidates for 
the episcopacy from Wisconsin
BY PAUL BLACK

SUN PRAIRIE, Wis. – A candidate with experi-
ence in the local, conference and general church levels 
has been tapped as the Wisconsin Conference’s en-
dorsed candidate for the episcopacy while a second 
candidate from Wisconsin has also filed candidacy 
paperwork and received endorsements from several 
Wisconsin caucus groups.

Rev. Dan Dick, currently serving as Assistant to 
Bishop Hee Soo Jung was selected for endorsement 
following an extensive candidacy discernment process.  
A second candidate – the Rev. Dr. Samuel J. Royappa, 
the conference’s director of connectional ministries, has 
also offered himself as a candidate and has received the 
endorsement of the National Federation of Asian-Amer-
ican United Methodists (NFAAUM); the Asian Caucus 
of Wisconsin Annual Conference; the Wisconsin Black 
Methodists for Church Renewal and the Wisconsin 

Ethnic Local Church Committee.

Dan Dick
“I trust in God that I will be used in the 

best way possible to serve the church that 
I love and the faith that gives me life,” Dick 
said.  “I am honored to serve in Wisconsin, 
and to call Wisconsin my home, and this 

conference my mission field.”
Dick served various churches in the former North 

Indiana Conference and graduated from Drew Theo-
logical Seminary with both M.Div and D. Min degrees. 
Following graduation, Dick served in the Greater New 
Jersey Conference for 10 years.

In 1994, Dick served at the General Board of 
Discipleship where he developed the FaithQuest Bible 

Study. He served the GBOD for 15 years in the areas of 
stewardship ministries, FaithQuest and Quest minis-
tries, conference and congregational leadership and 
research.

He has been involved in global mission work and 
partnership in six countries (Mexico, Haiti, Mozam-
bique, South Korea, Malawi and Nigeria).

In 2009, he transferred to the Wisconsin Confer-
ence where he served six years as Director of Connec-
tional Ministries prior to being name Assistant to the 
Bishop in 2015.

In his ministry, he has traveled internationally 
and throughout the United States to offer training, 
consultation, visioning, mediation, spiritual direction 
and strategic planning facilitation. He has authored or 
co-authored 15 books hundreds of articles published in 
13 languages. He also blogs at United Methodeviations 
which hundreds follow and has more than 5,000 visits 
weekly.

He is a five-time General Conference delegate from 
Indiana and Wisconsin and has served on the General 
Board of Church and Society and the Executive Com-

mittee of the National Plan for Hispanic 
and Latino Ministry.

Samuel Royappa
Royappa is passionate about lead-

ing Volunteers-in-Mission, with an 
international emphasis. “In the past, I 
have led and participated in such VIM 
trips to India and Dominican Republic,” 

he said “I have been intentionally participating in sup-
porting an orphanage called Philip and Timothy Memo-

Episcopal candidates
PEORIA – The field of candidates for the four vacancies that will be created by the retirements of Bishops Coyner, 
Hopkins, Keaton and Kiesey is getting a little more crowded. Here are candidates that have formally announced 
their run for the episcopacy:

• Rev. Dr. David Bard, endorsed by the Minnesota delegation
• Rev. Dr. Frank Beard, endorsed by the Indiana delegation
• Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai, endorsed by the West Michigan and Detroit delegations
• Rev. Brian Brown, endorsed by the West Ohio delegation
• Rev. Dr. Dan Dick, endorsed by the Wisconsin delegation
• Rev. Dr. Gary George, endorsed by the East Ohio delegation
• Rev. Laurie Haller, endorsed by the West Michigan and Detroit delegations
• Rev. Dr. Tracy Smith Malone, endorsed by the Northern Illinois delegation
• Rev. Dr. Samuel Royappa, endorsed by National Federation of Asian-American United Methodists (NFAAUM); 

the Asian Caucus of Wisconsin Annual Conference; the Wisconsin Black Methodists for Church Renewal and 
the Wisconsin Ethnic Local Church Committee

• Rev. Sylvester Weatherall, Spoon River District Superintendent, endorsed by the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference delegation

WISCONSIN CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
EAST OHIO CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Jurisdictional News

rial Children’s Home in South India, which is committed 
to care for the semi and full orphans. 

An ordained deacon and elder in the Methodist 
Church in India, Royappa transferred to the Wisconsin 
Conference in 2000 where he has served for 16 years. He 
has served as associate pastor of West Bend UMC and 
lead pastor of the Wausau Wesley UMC before being se-
lected as district superintendent, serving the Capital and 
Coulee districts for eight years. He was named Director 
of Connectional Ministries in 2015.

He served as both District Superintendent and Con-
ference Treasurer while serving a single-point charge in 
India. Since coming to Wisconsin, he served eight years 
as a director of the General Commission on Christian 
Unity and Inter-Religious Concerns.  

In 2014, he was the conference’s Harry Denman 
Evangelism award winner and he received the United 
Methodist Women’s Mission Award in 2015, having 
taught in the School of Christian Mission in 2005 and 
2010. 

A published author of several devotional and study 
books, Royappa and his wife, Shanti, are the parents of 
three children and they have one grandchild.

them – Bishop Gregory Palmer (elected in 2000); 
Bishop Sally Dyck (elected in 2004); and Bishop Julius 
Trimble (elected in 2008) – were clergy members 
from East Ohio prior to their elections.

George is administrative assistant to the bishop.  
Prior to being appointed to this role in 2006, he 
served on the Cabinet as superintendent, first of the 
Steubenville District (1999-2004) and then of the 
Tuscarawas District (2005). During his final year as a 
superintendent he was elected Cabinet Dean.

George received his first East Ohio Conference 
appointment in 1980 serving the Dellroy/Leavittsville 
charge. He was later appointed to Canton Dueber 
UMC (Associate Pastor), Canton Mt. Zion UMC, and 
Newcomerstown Christ UMC.  

George has long been active across The United 
Methodist Church. He is currently a Director for 
the General Board of Pensions and Health Benefits, 
serves on the North Central Jurisdictional Committee 
on the Episcopacy, and is a member of the Boards of 
Directors of the East Ohio United Methodist Founda-
tion and of Wesleyan Senior Living.  

He has previously served the East Ohio Confer-

ence as a member of the Board of Ordained Ministry, 
the Board of Church and Society, the Board of Pen-
sions, the Council on Finance and Administration, 
the Council on Ministry, the Episcopacy Committee 
and as a Cabinet liaison to the Board of Laity. In 
2000, 2004, 2008 and 2012 George was elected as a 
delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conferences – 
serving as chair of the delegation in 2004 and 2012. 

George is a graduate of Asbury University, of 
Ashland Theological Seminary and of Asbury Theo-
logical Seminary – where he earned a Doctor of Min-
istry degree. During college and seminary, he served 
as a youth pastor at two United Methodist churches.  

An active member of his community, George has 
been a service volunteer, worked with both Relay for 
Life and Rotary International, coached youth sports 
teams and been involved in scouting.  His personal 
mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ and to 
encourage and empower others in this mission.

George was born in Dover, Ohio.  He is married to 
Lorraine, who is employed as a high school math-
ematics teacher.  Their family includes two sons and 
their wives as well as three grandchildren.
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Michigan offers two endorsed 
candidates for election

BY KAY DEMOSS
Senior Editor-Writer, Michigan News

LANSING, Mich. — Members of the General/
Jurisdictional Delegations of the Detroit and West 
Michigan Conferences endorsed the Rev. Kennetha 
Bigham-Tsai and the Rev. Laurie Haller as their 
episcopal nominees at their Feb. 20 meeting here.

“From the beginning, we surrounded this pro-
cess with prayer,” noted Jackie Euper, lay delegate 
and vice-chair of the Detroit Conference Delega-
tion. “I feel like God was in the decision.” Euper 
cited the two women’s history of engagement with 
the global church—Haller with Africa University 
and Bigham-Tsai with the Connectional Table–as 
pivotal in their endorsement.

Nichea Ver Veer Guy, lay delegate and chair of 
the West Michigan Conference Delegation, added, 
“We are pleased to lift these two dedicated women 
up as genuine Wesley disciples, proven articulate 
leaders for vital church development, detailed ad-
ministrative leaders and compassionate  visionaries 
of The United Methodist Church in the world.”

Rev. Laurie Haller
This is the second run for the episco-

pacy for Haller, currently serving as the 
Senior Pastor, First UMC, Birmingham, 
Mich., appointed there in 2013. She was 
a candidate in 2008. She was the Super-
intendent of the Grand Rapids District, 

West Michigan Conference, from 2006 to 2012. 
Other appointments as pastor in West Michigan 
Conference: Grand Rapids First UMC; Aldersgate 
and Plainfield UMCs; Hart UMC; Ludington UMC 
(associate) and Ogdensburg UMC. Ordained in the 
Mennonite Church in 1982, her credentials were 
transferred to West Michigan in 1987.

“I am humbled and honored to be endorsed 
as an episcopal candidate by the delegations of 

the Michigan Area,” Haller said.  “Our Wesleyan 
heritage of grace uniquely positions The United 
Methodist Church to witness to the seeking, self-
giving and reconciling love of God for our world 
through Jesus Christ.  At the heart of my ministry 
is a call to spiritual leadership, bridge-building and 
transformational action to invite all people to the 
table in God’s kingdom.”

Haller received her Master of Divinity and 
Master of Music at Yale University. She was elected 
to the General Conference delegation for West 
Michigan in 2016, 2012 (chair), 2008, and 2004 
and was an alternate in 1996. In the year 2000, she 
was a delegate to the North Central Jurisdictional 
Conference. From 2004 to 2012 Haller was a direc-
tor on the General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry and during that time led an effort to raise 
$500,000 for a retreat center at Africa University. 
Haller blogs weekly, Leading from the Heart, at: 

www.lauriehaller.org.

Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai
Ordained in 2009, the Rev. 

Kennetha Bigham-Tsai at present 
serves as the Superintendent of 
the Lansing District of the West 
Michigan Conference. Previous ap-

pointments in West Michigan include Kalamazoo: 
Milwood UMC and East Lansing: University UMC. 
She directed the District Peace With Justice Com-
munity in Grand Rapids from 2002-2006.

Bigham-Tsai received her Bachelor of Arts at 
Harvard University and Master of Divinity from 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. A del-
egate of the West Michigan Conference to General 
and Jurisdictional Conference in 2012, Bigham-Tsai 
is a delegate to the 2016 North Central Jurisdic-
tional Conference. Since 2012 she has offered 
significant leadership on the Executive Committee 

of the Connectional Table of The United Methodist 
Church. Her website is found at www.BighamTsai.
org.

Bigham-Tsai said, “I am grateful to God. And, 
I am deeply grateful to the West Michigan and 
Detroit Annual Conference delegations for their 
endorsement of my candidacy for the episcopacy. 
I am humbled by their confidence in me and their 
affirmation of my gifts.” She added, “I am in prayer 
for our delegations as we seek to discern leadership 
for our great connection. And, I commit to both 
of our annual conferences and our jurisdiction to 
bring a positive and prophetic voice to the process.”

 “For such a time as this,” Euper stated, “we 
felt that we are offering two persons to The North 
Central Jurisdiction who represent important skill 
sets and diverse backgrounds. A broad spectrum of 
personal and spiritual attributes are needed for the 
coming election.”

Guy expressed appreciation for the perspec-
tives on social justice shared by both nominees. 
“Our delegations heard of their successes as well as 
their vulnerabilities, and we believe that Kennetha 
and Laurie fulfill the vision of episcopal leadership 
for our day.”

A five-month process led the Michigan 
delegates to the interviews of four candidates on 
Feb. 20. In the fall of 2015 the West Michigan and 
Detroit Conference delegations agreed to move 
forward together on episcopal endorsements. A 
task team made up of persons from both sides 
of the Area and led by Alex Plum designed the 
nomination process that was then confirmed by the 
combined delegation. The process was informed 
by guidelines from the North Central Jurisdiction. 
A single vote among the 23 delegates present was 
taken following interviews on Feb. 20. When tallied 
both Haller and Bigham-Tsai received a majority.
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Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

Pastors lead us through the journey of  Lent. 

Who leads them in the 
journey of  Retirement?

Preachers' Aid Society and Benefit Fund's sole mission is 
to care for the retired clergy, spouses, and surviving spouses 
from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. We accomplish this 
mission through several different ministries:

• $1.5 million to purchase Medicare Supplement Plan
• Assistance in Researching Medicare Part D Plans
• $500 Thousand Medicare Part D Benefit
• Clergy Assistance Program for Retirees and Spouses
• Virgin Pulse Health Care Miles for the Retirees/Spouses
• Fellowship Groups, Fall Banquets, Seminars, Pastoral Care
• Presence at Funerals and Presentation of Grave Markers 
• Hearing Aid and Dental Loan Programs
• Financial and Estate Planning
• Advocates for Retirees and Spouses

PASBF also helps active clergy plan for retirement. Ministries 
for active clergy include:

• Pre-Retirement Seminar
• Pulpit Supply
• Consecration Sunday Leadership
• Fundraising Education
• Financial Planning Education
• Financial and Estate Planning

Financial support comes from many generous individuals and 
local churches. Please prayerfully consider a lifetime gift or 
estate gift to support those who lead you on the path of faith.

www.pasbf.org  •  217-529-3221
Serving those who have served us.




