
COURSE OF STUDY 423: Mission  
August 12-13 and September 9-10, 2022 

 
In this course students will be challenged to rethink the meaning of God’s mission and 
the Church’s practice of mission in light of their own experiences of mission. The overall 
concern is to understand and reflect on God’s mission biblically, theologically, and 
practically.  
 
Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this course, students will  

1. Understand the difference between missional theology, theology of mission, 
missiology and biblical theology of mission. 

2. Articulate a biblical theology of mission. 
3. Relate a biblical theology of mission to both their public world (global, social, 

ecclesial) and private world (personal, devotional, interpersonal). 
4. Demonstrate their understanding of a biblical theology of mission to particular 

ministry situations and contexts. 
 
Instructor: Rev. Dr. Andy Adams – andy@troyumc.org – 217-273-1034  
 
Required Reading: 
 
Ott, Craig and Stephen J. Strauss with Timothy C. Tennent. Encountering Theology of  

Mission: Biblical Foundations, Historical Developments, and Contemporary 
Issues. Baker Academic, 2010. ISBN: 978-0-8010-2662-1 [Read only the  
Introduction, pages xi-xxx] 

 
Seamands, Stephen. Ministry in the Image of God: The Trinitarian Shape of Christian 
 Service. InterVarsity Press, 2005. ISBN: 978-0-8308-3338-2 [Read entire book, 
 pages 9-178] 
 
Wright, Christopher J.H. The Mission of God’s People: A Biblical Theology of the  

Church’s Mission. Zondervan, 2010. ISBN: 978-0-3102-9112-1 [Read entire 
book, pages 17-287] 
 

Assignments:  
 

1. Personal Reflection Paper. Before doing any reading (if possible), each student 
will write an initial 2-page self-reflection paper on their understanding of mission 
and missional practices in light of their own experiences. Hand in a paper copy 
due at the beginning of class on August 12th. (10% of final grade) 
 

2. Reading and Discussion for August 12-13 Session. Each student should come to 
our first class session having read the introduction of Encountering Theology of 
Mission and the entirety of The Mission of God’s People [281 total pages]. You 
will be expected to thoughtfully engage in conversation about the main topics of 



these texts during our class discussions as evidence of your reading. (10% of final 
grade) 
 

3. Definitions Paper. Each student will write a 4-page paper addressing the 
following topics that arise from the reading of Encountering Theology of Mission. 

a. In approximately 3-pages, complete the “Reflection and Discussion” in 
“Sidebar 1.1 Defining Mission” located on page xv. 

b. In approximately 1-page of your own words (no quotations), provide brief 
summary definitions of the following: i) missional theology, ii) theology 
of mission, iii) missiology, iv) biblical theology of mission AND articulate 
their distinctions. 

Hand in a paper copy due at the beginning of class on August 12th. (15% of 
final grade) 
 

4. Mission of God’s People Paper. Each student will write a 5-page paper 
addressing the following topics that arise from the reading of The Mission of 
God’s People. Wright makes the case that the mission of God’s people “has to do 
with the whole church taking the whole gospel to the whole world…” (p. 266) 
With particular attention to Wright’s emphases in Chapter 15, write the following:  

a. 1-page discussing applications of the mission of God’s people taking place 
in the world. 

b. 1-page discussing the wholeness of the gospel and its implications for the 
mission of God’s people. 

c. 1-page discussing the role the mission of God’s people plays on God’s 
people themselves, the church. 

d. 2-pages reflecting on how your local church experiences align with the 
mission of God’s people that Wright articulates in this book. Some of your 
experiences may align well and others may not. Share at least one of each 
and answer the question, “What next step does my church need to take in 
order to better align with a biblical understanding of the mission of God’s 
people?” 

Hand in a paper copy due at the beginning of class on August 12th. (20% of 
final grade) 
 

5. Reading and Discussion for September 9-10 Session. Each student should come 
to our second class session having read the entirety of Ministry in the Image of 
God [170 total pages]. You will be expected to thoughtfully engage in 
conversation about the main topics of this text during our class discussions as 
evidence of your reading. (10% of final grade) 
 

6. Ministry Reflection Paper. Each student will write a 4-page paper addressing the 
following topics that arise from the reading of Ministry in the Image of God. 

a. 1-page personal reflection on Seamands’ definition of Ministry: “The 
ministry we have entered is the ministry of Jesus Christ, the Son, to the 
Father, through the Holy Spirit, for the sake of the church and the world.” 
(9-10) 



b. 1-page personally reflecting on this quote within the context of chapter 8: 
“Whenever mission flows out of something else-our ego needs, our 
attempts to earn God's approval or the approval of others, or even our 
response to the desperate plight of humanity-it has lost its ultimate ground 
and cannot be sustained.” (164-5) 

c. 2-pages personally reflecting on your personal ministry experiences in 
light of the themes of this book. Please share areas where God’s Spirit is 
convicting you to grow as you are being molded and shaped for ministry 
and mission. 

Hand in a paper copy due at the beginning of class on September 9th. (10% of 
final grade) 

 
7. Final Integration Paper. Each student will write a 10-page paper integrating the 

course readings and discussions focused on a particular mission practice of your 
local church (either one that is underway or one that you would like to initiate). 
You may choose from a variety of mission practices (e.g., youth outreach, poverty 
alleviation, evangelism, the creative arts in worship, creation care, etc.). This 
paper must: 

a. Describe the mission practice itself 
b. Explain the biblical foundations for such a practice 
c. Give example of how this practice is a part of the mission of God’s people 
d. How this practice flows out of your being with God 
e. Include references from The Mission of God’s People and Ministry in the 

Image of God 
Hand in a paper copy due at the beginning of class on September 9th. (25% of 
final grade) 
 

Instructions for Written Assignments:  
 

1. Read the pages, take notes and answer the questions completely in your own 
words, using complete sentences. Do not quote extensively from the texts you 
read (except for assignment #7). Digest the ideas and information, and then put 
them in your own words 

2. Follow approximate length given for each item of written work.  

3. Print your written work on 8 ½ x 11 white paper, one side only, double-spaced, 
with a one- inch margins all around. On computer use a 12-point, Times New 
Roman font. One page equals approximately 250 words. 

4. On each page of your work, include a header with your name, the class number, 
and the page number. [e.g. Adams COS423 1] 

5. If you quote from a printed text, you must use quotation marks and note the 
source (including page numbers) in parentheses at the end of each usage. 
Quotations should never be more than a sentence or two long. Ideas and 



information should be stated in your own words, not in the words of the authors 
you have read. For assigned texts, you may simply use the last name of the author 
and the page number. For example, if the source is Wright’s The Mission of God’s 
People reference it like this: (Wright 123). If you refer to books that are not 
required texts, then you must give full bibliographic information.  

6. Staple all pages for each assignment together using one staple in the upper left-
hand corner. Do not staple together papers for more than one assignment. Do not 
bind your homework or turn in 3-ring binders or plastic/paper report covers.  

7. The due date for each assignment is noted in the assignment’s section. Late work 
is only accepted with prior approval of the Director of the Course of Study 
School. 

8. Make a copy of your material and bring it with you for your own use during our 
class time. A digital copy will suffice too. 

Note on Plagiarism: Using other people’s materials (whether from a book, journal, 
teacher, another student, sermon or lectionary aid) without documentation is unacceptable 
behavior. Such activity, known as plagiarism, usually means failure for the course with 
notification sent to the Conference Course of Study Registrar and the Division of 
Ordained Ministry. Professors will report all instances of plagiarism to the Director 
of Course of Study. The Director will arrange for a meeting with the professor and 
student, and the student will be given an opportunity to explain the situation. The 
Director, in consultation with the professor, will make a decision about what action is 
appropriate for a first instance of plagiarism. Such action could include rewriting the 
material or failure of the course. A brief summary of the meeting will be prepared by the 
Director and placed in the student’s file in the Course of Study Office and kept there until 
the student completes the Course of Study Curriculum. If a second instance of plagiarism 
is documented, the student will fail the course and the Director will determine what other 
consequences may apply. 
 
Grades: 

A (90-100%) Exceeds expectation for Course of Study 
B (80-89%) Expected quality for Course of Study 
C (70-79%) Passing work but not of expected quality 
D (60-69%) Unacceptable quality (no credit) 
F (below 60%) Fail 

 
 


