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News From The Episcopal Office
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
appoints the following:
Stephanie Voss to Vergennes Faith, ¼ time, Cache River District, effective Jan. 1. This is a charge
realignment.
Gary Fairchild to Casey, Embarras River District, effective July 1.
Jack Swank to Granite City: Dewey Ave., ¼ time, Mississippi River District, effective July 1.
Philip P. Gardner to Marissa, ½ time, Mississippi River District, effective July 1.
Brad Curtis to Lincoln First Associate, ¼ time, Sangamon River District, effective July 1.
Darrell Howard to Elkhart-New Holland, ½ time, Sangamon River District, effective July 1. This is a
charge realignment.
Jack Joyner to Island Grove, less than ¼ time, Sangamon River District, effective July 1.
Alberto Ramirez Salazar to Momence-Grant Park, ¾ time, Vermilion River District, effective July 1.
He is an elder member of another annual conference and this is his first IGRC appointment.
Terry Weavil to Mt. Carmel Trinity, ½ time, Kaskaskia River District, effective July 1.
Russell Rhodes to Cuba-London Mills, Illinois River District, effective July 1.
Paula Wallace to Rantoul, Iroquois River District, effective July 1.
Stanley Evans to Decatur Central, ¼ time, Sangamon River District and to Decatur First Associate,
½ time, Sangamon River District, effective July 1. He is an elder member of another Methodist
denomination.
W. Shane Frederick to Sumner, Kaskaskia River District, effective July 1. This is his first appointment
in IGRC.
George Desmond to Middlefork, ½ time, Iroquois River District and Gifford, less than ¼ time, Iroquois
River District, effective July 1.
Steve Hartman to Illinois City-Pine Bluff, ¾ time, Spoon River District, effective July 1.
Gerald Savage to New Athens, ½ time, Mississippi River District, effective July 1.
J. Steven Smith to Midland, ½ time, Sangamon River District, effective July 1.
Janeen Tronc to Cornell-United Church of Odell, ½ time, Vermilion River District, effective July 1.
Linda Harris-Cosby to East St. Louis Trinity, ½ time, Mississippi River District, effective July 1. This is a
charge realignment. Trinity becomes a single-point charge.
David E. Rose to Wood River First, ¾ time, Mississippi River District, effective July 1.
Bobbi Shultz to Grand Tower Charge, ½ time, Cache River District, effective July 1.
Todd Krost to Neoga Grace-Toledo-Etna, Embarras River District, effective July 1. This is a charge
realignment adding Toledo to the charge.

Supply not appointed
Charles L. Peart III, to West Central Charge, LaMoine River District, effective July 1.
Melody Forcum to Lerna, less than ¼ time, Embarras River District, effective July 1.
Patti Hanzel, certified lay minister to Mt. Zion-Brown’s Chapel, co-minister ¼ time, Kaskaskia River
District, effective July 1.
Tom Hanzel, certified lay minister to Mt. Zion-Brown’s Chapel, co-minister ¼ time, Kaskaskia River
District, effective July 1.
Steven Fox to Olney Parish Associate, ½ time, Kaskaskia River District, effective July 1.
Fred Sistler to Ludlow, ¼ time, Iroquois River District, effective July 1.
Floyd Wood to May Chapel, less than ¼ time, Kaskaskia River District, effective Oct. 1, 2015.
David Almy, certified lay minister to Ridge Farm-Indianola, ¼ time, Iroquois River District, effective
July 1.
Edward Newland, to Zion Evangelical, ¼ time, Illinois River District, effective July 1.
Adam Hosmer, certified lay minister to Staunton, ½ time, Mississippi River District, effective July 1.
Timothy James Wynne, certified lay minister to Granite City Niedringhaus, ½ time, Mississippi River
District, effective July 1.
John Knueppel, certified lay minister to Hampton Grace, ½ time, Spoon River District, effective July 1.
Robb Roper to Franklin-Durbin, ¾ time, LaMoine River District, effective July 1.
Donn Stephens to Springfield Jerome-New Salem, ½ time, Sangamon River District, effective July 1.

Change of status
Karol Brown, discontinuation of appointment, Kaskaskia River District, effective March 1.
Phillip L. Icenogle, discontinuation of appointment, Illinois River District, effective July 1.
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From The Episcopal Office

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

A way forward
General Conference 2016 of The United
Methodist Church concluded without a holy
war. For all the drama predicted from a supposed schism, radical structural change envisioned by a new version of Plan UMC (it failed
the Constitutional test again), an unsuccessful
attempt at tenure episcopacy for U.S. bishops
to a predicted raucous debate and protracted
demonstrations on human sexuality, General
Conference had its skirmishes but no war.
Some have cited the Council of Bishop’s response as a reason why. Here is what we asked:
• First, “defer all votes on human sexuality.”
• Second, “refer the matter to a special
commission named by the Council of
Bishops (COB).”
• Third, ask the “special commission to

submit their work to a special session of
GC prior to the 2020 GC.”
Why the COB offering brought forth a
relative truce on schism, floor battles on human
sexuality was a God thing. What happened or
didn’t happen was beyond all we could “imagine
or think.”
Folks who have read every jot and tittle of
the COB proposal do have a matter interpretive discourse that our Disciplinary skirmishes
remain in vogue. For example, how does one
interpret this sentence: “We (COB) will continue
to explore options to help the church live in
grace with one another-including ways to avoid
further complaints, trials and harm while we
uphold the Discipline.” Which takes precedence? “ways to avoid complaints, trials and

FORWARD CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Bishops issue post-General
Conference letter to the Church
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Reviving a tradition
that is more than a century old, the United
Methodist Council of Bishops sent this letter
today to the people of The United Methodist
Church following the 2016 General Conference, held in Portland, Oregon, May 10-20.
The letter reads as follows:
To the people of The United Methodist
Church:
The Council of Bishops brings you greetings in
the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
who has called us to be servant leaders of the
church. In 1812, Bishop Francis Asbury, Bishop
William McKendree and General Conference
Secretary Daniel Hitt sent the first letter to
churches following General Conference. This
letter seeks to revive that tradition. Many bishops will also be communicating individually in
their own areas.

Deaths

Christopher R. Shimboff, a former parttime local pastor, died May 6. He was 86.
Rev. Shimboff served the Altamont Circuit
for a short time in the late 1990’s.

His wife, Mary Shimboff, survives.
Condolences may be sent to her at 10600 E
Fayette Rd, Effingham, IL 62401.
A full obituary may be found at the address below and
messages for the family may be posted there.
http://www.tributes.com/obituary/show/ChristopherRay-Shimboff-103547208

Hundreds of lay and clergy delegates from
around the world gathered in Portland, Oregon, along with bishops and pastors, church
members and staff, volunteers and visitors,
to engage in Christian conferencing, to make
decisions for our church’s future, to affirm our
global connection, to worship and to celebrate God’s faithfulness.
We celebrated the success of our Imagine No
Malaria initiative, which seeks to raise $75
million in the fight against malaria, a disease
that takes the life of a child in Africa every
two minutes. We celebrated our ecumenical
partnerships as we move into full Communion with the Uniting Church in Sweden and
toward full Communion with the Moravian
church. We celebrated our heritage: the 250th
anniversary of our oldest church, John Street

BISHOPS LETTER CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
Retired pastor Rev. Joseph E. Martin died
May 4.
Rev. Martin served in the former Central
Illinois Conference for 28 years, retiring
from Colona in 1990.
Paula Schmink, wife of retired pastor
George F. Schmink, died April 20 in
Harrisburg.
She and Rev. Schmink were married in
1994. He retired from Rochester in 1989.
Condolences may be sent to Rev. George F.
Schmink at 206 Shawnee Dr., Harrisburg, IL 62946-3764.
A full obituary may be found at: http://www.
weirauchfuneralhome.com/obituaries/obituarylistings?obId=870736#/obituaryInfo
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at 3:15 p.m. with pre-game festivities
beginning at 1 p.m.

can be directed to Rev. Nancy Rethford
at revrethford@gmail.com.

Music, Technical Arts, Hospitality, Small
Groups, and Missions.

Churches can advertise in advance
of the game and then order tickets.
Churches can receive poster by emailing their request to: ummbball@
swbell.net or by calling Tom Correnti at
314-631-3994.

Local church events

Other events

June 4 – 6th Annual Mazon UMC 5K
Race. Registration starts at 7:30 a.m.
Begins at 9 a.m. on Seneca Street and
follows a certified course. Online registration at: www.active.com (search for
Mazon United Methodist 5K). Contact:
Karen Fabian, 815-483-9343.

July 29-Aug. 12 – Mission trip to Zimbabwe, Africa. Plans are to participate
in a crusade at a church, work in impoverished areas of the capital city of Harare, meet with church leaders in their
homes, visit Africa University in Mutare
and go on a safari. Other opportunities
may be added depending upon the
areas of specialty on the team.

The block of tickets will be in the left
field pavilion and available for $20
each, a significant savings from the $76
regular price. Tickets will be handled on
a first-come, first-serve basis.
Larry and Jane Kies

Missionary itineration
June 12-22 – United Methodist missionaries Larry and Jane Kies will be
itinerating through the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference.
The Kies are missionaries serving at
Africa University in Zimbabwe. Larry
Kies is an advisor on the farm and Jane
Kies is an English teacher. They will
be visiting their supporting churches.
Churches wishing to schedule the Kies
should contact Carolyn Yockey at 309452-3936 or by emailing CLPY508@
aol.com
The itineration schedule is posted on
the IGRC website at: http://www.igrc.
org/missions-itinerationcalendar

Conference events
June 18 – UM Family Day at the
Ballpark hosted by the IGRC and Missouri Conference United
Methodist Men,
Busch Stadium.
St. Louis Cardinals play the
Texas Rangers.
Game time is

Send your checks payable to United
Methodist Day, to: Tom Correnti, 2133
Telford Drive, St. Louis, MO 631253225. The order form to accompany
payment can be downloaded at: www.
igrc.org/ummday Deadline is June 7.
August 15-17 – College of Christian
Life, Embassy Suites, East Peoria. Rev.
Mike Slaughter, pastor
of Ginghamsburg
Church in Tipp City,
Ohio, will be the
speaker.
The two-day retreat,
will have four teaching sessions and
one Q & A with Rev.
Slaughter on topic:
Rethink Mission. Rev.
Rich Rubietta will be
the worship leader for
the event.

Hotel Registrations can be made
through Hilton.com or
call 309-694-0200. Use
code CCL to receive the
retreat rate. Fliers for the
event will be coming
out in May and should
be used for retreat
reservation. Questions

BISHOPS LETTER CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
United Methodist Church, the 200th anniversary of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church, the 150th anniversary of United Methodist Women, the 25th anniversary
of Africa University and others.
We continued in our acts of repentance with a presentation from the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes about the
Methodist involvement in the 1864 Sand Creek massacre. We shared in the consecration of deaconesses
and home missioners and the commissioning of missionaries. We moved toward a global Book of Discipline
and global Social Principles. We voted to add five new
bishops in Africa after 2020, and approved a churchwide study on our ecclesiology.
The Episcopal address set the tone for the event, focusing on humility and lifting up our accomplishments.
We heard from our laity an invitation to members to be
more involved in making disciples and getting involved

Mike Slaughter

Oct. 20-21 – ReVision Conference,
Springfield First UMC. Do you long to
change your church from an inward to
an outward focus? From an institutional approach to a missional one?
There’s no magic wand for this change,
but there are practical steps for pastors
and lay leaders that can move your
congregation from consumers to conveyors of faith.
Oct. 20 from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
and Oct. 21, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Early registration through
Sept. 20, $40; after Sept. 20,
$50. Register online at: http://
revisionconference.eventbrite.com
Keynote speaker Jim Ozier,
author of Clip In: Risking
Hospitality in Your Church, will
share practical approaches to
creating a culture of hospitability that immediately connect with first- time guest.
Roger Ross will lead break-out sessions
based on his book, Meet the Goodpeople, that helps church leaders create a
process to lead non-church people into
a transforming relationship with Jesus
and his Church.
Other break-out sessions will focus on
what a mindset change could look like
in each ministry area of your church
- Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry,

in ministries to bring the love of Christ to others. We
heard our young people say they “are engaged in
Christ’s journey with energy and love.” We also heard
them say clearly that they do not want a divided church
and urged us to “be in unity even if we do not have
unanimity.” They give us hope for our future.
The body had difficult and challenging work before it as
we acknowledged our differences over human sexuality. Amidst those differences, the delegates affirmed
they want their bishops to lead and we found ourselves
with an opportunity for a holy moment. We spoke
candidly about what divides us and what our church
might look like in the future if we dared to consider
new possibilities. We offered a way forward, postponing decisions about sexuality matters and committing
to having a different kind of global conversation that
allows all voices to be heard.
Our differences do not keep us from being the body
of Christ. They do not keep us from doing good in the

Cost of the trip is $3,500 per person.
For more information, contact Matt
Henson at matt@livingtheadventure.
net or by calling 618-830-6670.

Scholarship links
Barber Scholarship – Applications
are also being received for the Barber
Scholarship, administered by the
Onarga UMC.
Grants are awarded to persons pursuing Christian service through full-time
work in the church and includes those
pursuing ordained ministry, Christian
education, youth ministry or other
specialized ministries in the church.
Preference is given to those persons
from the Iroquois West School District
or who were raised within the boundaries of the Iroquois River District of the
IGRC. Applicants may or may not be
United Methodist although preference
is given to United Methodists.
Applications can be requested from the
Barber Scholarship Committee by fax
at 815-268-4725, by email at methodistof@att.net or by mailing the committee at: 109 Seminary Ave., Onarga,
IL 60955-1240.
Applications are due May 31. Scholarships
will be awarded no later than July 15.

world. They do not keep us from making a difference –
and so we set forth bold new goals: to make a million
new disciples of Jesus Christ; to engage 3 million new
people to make a difference in the world; to transform
400 communities for vital abundant living; to reach a
million children with lifesaving health interventions;
and to double the number of vital congregations.
Most importantly, we affirmed our commitment to stay
united. We proved that we are more than debates and
divisions, more than rules and resolutions. We stood
together as the body of Christ. As we reflect on our
time in Portland, our prayer is for unity in the church for
the advancement of our mission of making disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
As John Wesley reminded us, “Best of all, God is with us.”
Signed on behalf of the Council of Bishops,
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, President

Local Church News
BY DENNIS YOHNKA
Kankakee Daily Journal

KANKAKEE – Despite the conditions that put
her in a motorized wheelchair and now limit her
shoulder motion, Shirley Brunner now has logged
50 years as the organist for Trinity United Methodist
Church in Kankakee.
That's more than 2,500 services, but her husband, Ivan, only has witnessed a fraction of those
performances. There's been an understanding at the
Brunner home for all of those years: He will deliver
her to Trinity, and then go to services at the church
he's attended since childhood, the Grand Prairie
United Methodist Church, on Illinois Route 17, near
Union Hill. And then he'll go back and pick her up.
"So, with our schedule now, I get up at 6 [a.m.],
and we get here by 7:30. It's about 15 miles from our
farm," she said. "I have time to practice before the
bell choir gets here. Services don't start until 9:30.
Then, he picks me up around 10:45."
She used to drive herself, but health conditions
demand this unconventional schedule. But there's
more to Shirley's love of music than an unusual
Sunday routine.
"I started taking lessons when I was 5," she said.
"I went to a lady out by Bonfield, named Ora Wagner. It was just 50 cents a session back then."
She married Ivan in 1965, and when they
moved into the house, where they live now, there
was an old upright piano already in the living room.
So, Shirley continued to play.
"Then, one day, I was asked to play for a wedding at Trinity. And they asked me if I would be
interested in a paid position, playing Sundays with
the choir. I thought, well I'm just a farm girl, but I
thought about it awhile. I knew it would complicate
things, but ..."
Throughout the five decades, she worked with
14 different pastors, including the current leader,
the Rev. Miranda Dinges. And, along the way, she
learned her share of hymns.
"I'd have to say Amazing Grace is still my
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Photos by Scott Anderson, Kankakee Daily Journal

(ABOVE) After playing the organ for Kankakee Trinity UMC for 50 years, the hands of Shirley Brunner still glide across the keys.
(BELOW) Shirley Brunner, led by her husband, Ivan, arrives to play the organ at Kankakee Trinity UMC. Her husband drives her to church and
assists her in getting ready to play before driving back to Bonfield where he attends their home church, Grand Prairie UMC. He then returns to
pick her up after the services conclude.

favorite. And I don't know if I should say this but
I'd probably say How Great Thou Art would be the
least favorite. I've heard that one butchered so many
times."
A longtime resident of Bonfield and a Herscher
High School graduate, Shirley enjoyed good health
for years, but was slowed in 2006, when a spinal cyst
required surgery and robbed her of her mobility.
And it was the loss of her sense of balance that led to
a fall and a broken shoulder last year.
"Oh, maybe I'm falling apart, but I can still sit
on this chair and play the organ. And my shoulder is
limited, but I can tolerate the pain and still reach the
keys all right. God has left me that."

So, Shirley will continue to work
the keys on this electronic organ at
church. And, at home, she'll play her
baby grand and the old upright still is
there. She notes she kept her children, a son and daughter, into music
through high school, but no one is
following in her footsteps.
"But, right now, I'm not really
thinking about retirement."
(Reprinted with permission from the
April 25 issue of the Kankakee Daily
Journal, www.daily-journal.com)

Positive signs drown out Westboro picketers
BY JARAD JARMON
Mattoon Journal-Gazette

CASEY – Members of Westboro Baptist Church, a congregation of people notorious for their anti-gay and anti-veteran rhetoric, took a pit stop on their way back home May
1 in the city to protest, only to be met by an overwhelming majority of counter-protesters.
A collection of 20 people from the local area and even
some from as far as Southern Illinois University in Carbondale followed the small group of protesters from the
state of Kansas to the various local sites they planned to
protest.
They picketed for about 30 minutes at St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, Casey First Baptist Church and
Casey United Methodist Church, holding signs saying
anti-gay phrases like “F*** Doom Nation.”
They cut their trip short at their last site, Casey United
Methodist, reportedly from feeling unsafe or threatened
by the counter-protesting group, said Mark Jenkins, Casey
chief of police.
“I think it goes to show that they're a group that thrives on
attention, and once attention is taken off them, they don't
see a reason to stick around,” said David Bell, a counterprotester. “They couldn't do anything besides walk around
and hope maybe the cameras caught them in between

Jenkins said the counter-protesters did a good
job of drowning out the opposing message.
Jenkins said in a conversation with one of the
Westboro Church members, the person criticized
the police for not separating the two groups
from one another.
“They can say what they want, but I feel they
were discouraged here,” Jenkins said. “Basically,
you couldn't really see them.”
Jenkins said the church picketers came down to
Casey because it was on their way as they traveled on Interstate 70 back to Topeka, Kan., the
home of the congregation.
Along with protesting military funerals, the
church picketers have often criticized other
denominations such as Catholicism for various
Photos by Jarad Jarmon, Mattoon Journal-Gazette reasons.
Westboro Baptist protestors hold signs preaching anti-gay messaging among a larger group The counter-protesters had a different goal in
of counter-protestors in Casey May 1. The Casey UMC was one of three churches targeted by
mind, which was to combat the church’s rhetothe protestors during their visit.
ric with more positive messaging. People from
PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays), Eastern Illinois University, SIU-Carbondale,
the groups of people standing against them.”
Olney Central College and others stood in opposition.
Westboro members' signs were only a few among a flurry
of positive signs largely preaching “Love One Another.”
POSITIVE SIGNS CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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BY NEFETERIA BREWSTER
The Southern

CARBONDALE – After 25 years, this year's Grace Race will
be the last.
According to Lena Hake, co-director of the race, the church
will be sponsoring its annual road race June 3 — after which
it will be discontinued.
"It's been 25 years, and those of us that are in charge of it
don't want to do it anymore," she said. "We are getting older,
and we couldn't get anybody to take over for it so it's going
to come to an end."
The race, which is a road course where distance has been
certified for accuracy, is a tradition among runners and
walkers in the region, Hake said.
Luncheon honoree, Joyce Kerkstra, with her daughter, Susan Jones

Photo courtesy of Lynn Weckhorst

Mt. Vernon UMC holds Women’s
Appreciation Luncheon
BY PHYLLIS GODWIN
Mt. Vernon UMC

CHAMPAIGN – Every other year, the
women of the Mount Vernon UMC in rural
Champaign County hold a “Women’s Appreciation Luncheon,” at which time they honor
one of their own who exemplifies a faithful
woman of the church.
Joyce Kerkstra of Fisher was honored May
7. Her daughter, Susan Jones, related how
she, as the wife of James Jones, was one of
those farm wives who did everything on the
farm from driving tractors, cleaning barns,
to birthing animals, and, during fall harvest,
had a special job of holding a large, heavy
piece of 2-by-10 lumber at the top of the
silo to direct the grain to the right spot.
Although Joyce may be small in stature, she

was man-sized when it came to the farm
chores, all the while, raising five children,
teaching Sunday School and Bible School,
leading a 4-H Club and entering her handiwork in various fairs in the region. “She had
quite an assembly line when it came to canning time,” Jones said. In later years, when
married to Roy Kerkstra, Joyce was able to
get off the farm to travel with him and see
some of the country. Mrs. Kerkstra’s children and grandchildren were attendance
to see her honored by the women of her
church.
The Rev. Megan Thompson is pastor of Mt.
Vernon UMC, a congregation that comes
from Mahomet, Fisher, Dewey, Thomasboro,
Rantoul, Champaign-Urbana, and neighboring farms.
(Lorie Hatfield contributed to this article)

"It's always been on the first Friday in June, and its always
begun at 7 p.m.," Hake said. "And everybody really liked that
because it was cooler and they could come in after work to
race."
The race, which raises money for the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes, Good Samaritan House and local food pantries,
was developed in 1992 by Gary Holda — who was a coach
at Carbondale High School, and also a runner.
"He was a good friend of Don and Betty Smith, and they
were just chatting one night and said, 'You can start a 5K
race and help raise some funds,'" Hake said.
Hake, who is also a member of Grace United Methodist
Church, also reflected on past success of the race.
"(During) our 20th anniversary we had about 400 people
(who registered)," she said. "I don't know what to expect this
time."
Registration for the 5K race is $15, if registered before May
27, and $17 afterward. Registration for the one-mile fun run
and walk is $8 before May 27, and $10 afterward.
Participants are encouraged to register at the site on 222 N.
Tower Road from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on June 3.
For more information, visit http://carbondalegrace.org/
events/grace-race or call 618-457-2688.
(Reprinted with permission from the Southern Illinoisan, www.
thesouthern.com)

Sports rivalry aids church fundraising effort
BY PAUL HINES
Mt. Vernon Register-News

MT. VERNON – The Cubs-Cardinals baseball
rivalry took a friendly competitive turn and aided a good
cause recently at an area church.
West Salem Trinity United Methodist Church raised
$1,700 for Midwest Mission Distribution Center located
in Chatham. The money will be used for flood buckets
benefitting storm victims.
The five-gallon buckets include items like laundry
detergent, household cleaners, clothes lines, trash bags
and work gloves among other items.
“It's an extremely worthy cause,” church Rev. Harold
Quick said. “I've worked on the mission field where
flooding's been or disasters have been, tornadoes. And it's
going to help out some folks. That's what it's all about.”
Quick, a Chicago Cubs fan, added that challenges
have been successful in the past, and the church decided
to build the fundraiser around one of baseball's biggest
rivalries – the Cubs and St. Louis Cardinals.
“(It) generated some excitement,” Quick said. “And
even some of the youngsters, (it) engaged them a little
bit.”
The two-month fundraiser pitted Cubs and Cardinals
fans in a friendly rivalry. Cubs supporters contributed
money to the Cubs collection bucket, which was decorated with Chicago team logos and colors of red, white and

blue. Cardinals fans decorated their own collection bucket in logos and team colors of red, white
and dark blue. Cubs fans finished with about $700
while the rival Cardinals fans racked up $1,000.
“You would see some of the small children put
their change in there on Sunday mornings,” said
Randy Knox, a Cardinals fan and chairman of the
ministry team. “One side or the other.”
The first-year fundraiser idea started with the
church's ministry team. Quick said he hopes to
continue the fundraiser in future years.
Knox said St. Louis fans outnumbered the
Chicago supporters about 5 to 1 at the more than
200-member church. Despite having fewer numbers, the Cubs bucket led the Cardinals donations
in the early weeks before being surpassed. Each
Sunday the donation buckets were displayed and
available. Tallies were completed, and totals were
announced, Quick said.
Photo by Paul Hines, Mt. Vernon Register-News
Quick has witnessed the destructive force of
Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC pastor Harold “Bumper” Quick, left, and chairman of
weather first-hand in the past. He traveled to Mis- the ministry team, Randy Knox, hold up a $1,700 check for Midwest Mission Distribution
sissippi after Hurricane Katrina hit the area. He
Center located in Chatham. The money will go to help flood and storm victims. The fundstayed in a church gym and slept there for about a raiser incorporated the Cubs-Cardinals sports rivalry with the congregation contributing
week. One end was full of flood buckets and some to their favorite team’s bucket.
were from Midwest Mission Distribution Center.
“That makes it all the more meaningful,” Quick said.
(Reprinted with permission from the May 5 issue of the Mt.
Vernon Register-News, www.register-news.com)
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Conference strengthens
partnership with Philippines
BY STEPHEN GRANADOSIN
Pastor, Industry-Vermont UMC’s

A Volunteers in Mission Team Illinois Great Rivers Conference partnered with the North-Central and Southern District of the Palawan Conference of the United
Methodist Church in the Philippines to help build a
Mission Center in the town of Calasaguen in the Island
of Palawan, Philippines from March 5-17.
The Mission Center project included an Activity Center
(for worship and gatherings), a partial completion of a
bunkhouse, a grain drying area for the community, and
the ongoing development of a rice field adjacent to
the Mission Center. The Mission Center will be used for
Annual Conference, for youth and children’s camps, and
for a local congregation. The rice field will help support
the maintenance of the Mission Center, as well as, help
provide rice to church workers in the area.
Construction was not the only purpose of the trip. During the trip, the group also partnered with church workers to teach children. A two-day training for church
workers (which included Wesleyan Basics, Hymnology
and Worship) was held. The team also took the time to
make new friends and to learn about the culture and
way of life of the people.
The members of the team included: Sue and Ed Collins,
Gene and Joyia Greuel, Karen Severs, Diana Moore and
Pastor Steve Granadosin of the Industry and Vermont
charge; and Steve and Jake Keppner, as well as, Pastor Cecilia Granadosin of Columbus and Mt. Sterling
Charge. Various members of the team presented
reports of their trip to their congregations April 10 during their respective worship services. The theme for the
services was based on John 21:1-19 which emphasized
missions as part of the lifeblood of the church.
Steve Keppner, a member of Columbus UMC said that
he was glad his small church was a mission-sending

church. He said, “The people we met were happy with
what they had and were very resouceful. We thought
we would bless them but we were more blessed by
the experience of getting to know them and how God
is working in their lives. We thought we were there to
help them but we were the ones that needed the experience because it blessed us and changed us, making
our faith stronger.”
Some of the immediate projects of the team include
collecting Sunday School resources, school materials
and basic hygiene supplies which will be sent to the
Philippines. If you would like to donate these, as well
as, lightly worn clothing, contact Pastor Steve Granadosin 309-313-3001, or Pastor Cecilia 309-313-4673.
The United Methodist Youth of Palawan also need pup
tents for their camps. Camp Point United Methodist
Youth will help a church in Narra, Palawan purchase
a guitar (theirs was damaged by a recent flood) and
they will also help finance the youth of Capitol UMC in

Puerto Princessa Palawan so they can attend summer
camp.
The Philippines Central Conference raised about
$10,000 to start the Mission Center project, and the Illinois Great Rivers conference gave a $10,000 grant, and
the Fellheimer Foundation of Macomb gave a $5,000
grant. Industry, Columbus, Vermont, Mt. Sterling and
Camp Point UMCs also supported this mission project.
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Schutzenhofer named 2016 Exemplary
Teacher by GBHEM
LEBANON –The leech was fat and succulent and the student was shrieking
with delight. Just another day in the field for Dr. Michele “Mickey” Schutzenhofer,
associate professor of biology. Only today, the field was a river. And the leech was
an unexpected guest.
“We were using nets to sample little organisms from the bed of the Huzzah
River,” recalled Schutzenhofer, an advocate of hands-on learning. “I remember
thinking, ‘That’s great. If I can get one student so excited over a leech…’”
Just think what she could do with a field of invasive plants.
“I’m definitely a field person,” said the McKendree graduate, who received her
biology degree in 2003 before attaining a Ph.D. in ecology, evolution and systematics from Saint Louis University. “The prairie is my second home.”
Schutzenhofer was awarded the 2016 Exemplary Teacher Award as part of a
program by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. The purpose
of the award is to recognize outstanding faculty members for their contributions
to the learning arts and to the institution. The program expresses the church’s support of and appreciation for faculty who have demonstrated exemplary leadership,
excellence in teaching, service to students and commitment to education. Professors and instructors were presented an appreciation certificate and a cash award.
Endangered and invasive plant species are Schutzenhofer’s specialty. A working scientist and published field ecologist, the professor often invites students to
take part in her outdoor research, giving them the opportunities she craved at
their age.
She was the girl who searched for wildflowers on her grandparents’ farm, carrying Peterson’s
“Guide to Wild“When you give students ownership over a project, they go way beyond what you could ever imagine.“
flowers” everywhere she went.
“Fortunately for me, a faculty member at McKendree took the time to underPhoto courtesy of Susan Meister, Lebanon Advertiser
stand what I wanted to do. He set up an internship for me with a renowned ecologist.” The ecologist authored a textbook she now uses in one of her classes.
Fishing line. Styrofoam cups. Fast food restaurant bags. The students high“I offer classes that weren’t around when I was a student. Conservation biollighted their finds with information on how long each item would take to deogy is a new class I brought to the program. I also helped start the environmental
grade. The display was both eye catching and eye opening.
studies program. I’m trying to help students realize their full potential.”
She also mentors a student each summer through the McKendree-Tyson
If their potential lies in the field, all the better.
Undergraduate Research Fellowship, which allows a McKendree student to work
“I get to know my students. I notice when someone would like a research
closely with her to pursue independent environmental research in prairie ecosysopportunity. I’ll say, ‘Hey, I have this work out in the prairie. Would you like to be
tems at a local field site.
involved?’ Students often fight tooth and nail for research opportunities.”
“When you give students ownership over a project, they go way beyond what
For one project, Schutzenhofer and a group of honor students collected trash
you could ever imagine. I enjoy being the person who brings research to the stuat Carlyle Lake, brought it back to campus and strung it up on chicken wire in the
dents that normally they wouldn’t get at another small school.”
middle of the quad.

POSITIVE SIGNS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
Bell, from Casey, said he and his fraternity chapter, Alpha
Sigma Phi at SIU, thought this would be a worthwhile opportunity to stand up against the kind of messaging the
church perpetuates and to take attention away from it.
Bell said it was also great to be out counter-protesting
with other college students as well.
“We joked about it a couple of times that it is nice to
finally see two of the
state universities work
together for something
other than the budget,”
Bell said.
(Reprinted with permission from the May 2 issue
of the Mattoon JournalGazette, www.jg-tc.
com)
A counter-protester holds a sign
stating, “Guys, I said, ‘I hate
figs,’ with a depiction of Jesus in
protest to the Westboro Baptist
messaging in Casey.
Photos by Jarad Jarmon,
Mattoon Journal-Gazette

Photo courtesy of Marcia Baker

Dicksie Blankenship has donated a prayer peace pole to the Weldon UMC. It is a memorial to her husband, Bill Blankenship, and is like one the
couple saw when they attended church in Tuscon, Ariz. With Dicksie are her two helpers, Don Reynolds and John Baker.
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Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton was assigned
to serve as episcopal leader of the Illinois
Area of the United Methodist Church Sept. 1,
2012 and will retire Aug. 31.
From 2004-2012, he served as the resident bishop of
the Michigan Area, which includes the Detroit and West
Michigan Conferences. Prior to Michigan he served as the
resident bishop of the Ohio East Area for eight years.
Bishop Keaton was elected to the Episcopacy in 1996
after serving for six years as the district superintendent of
the Aurora District in the Northern Illinois Annual Conference. Prior to that, he was an Associate Council Director in
Northern Illinois for eight years responsible for church and
society, ethnic minority local churches and spiritual formation. Bishop Keaton also served two local churches: Broadway UMC in Rockford, Ill. and St. Luke UMC in Chicago,
Ill. Bishop Keaton was elected to three General Conference
delegations with the Northern Illinois Conference and was
the head of the delegation in 1996.
An active servant on the general church level, Bishop
Keaton served as a member of the General Council on Ministries from 1988-1996. He served as a member of the General
Board of Higher Education and Ministry from 2009-2012.
His past involvement with General Agencies include the
General Board of Global Ministry from 1996-2004, and The
United Methodist Development Fund from 1996-2004, where
he served as president. Bishop Keaton chaired the denominational initiative, Strengthening the Black Church for the
21st Century (SBC-21) from 1996-2008. His service on SBC21 ended in 2012. Bishop Keaton is serving as a member
of the OCUIR Steering Committee and Council of Bishop’s
Leadership Team on Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations.
Bishop Keaton graduated with a Master's of Divinity Studies from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary
where he later received a Doctorate in Sacred Theology in
the areas of Homiletics and Sociology of Religion. Awarded
the Distinguished Alumni Award from Garrett in 2001, he
was also a teaching assistant at Garrett in communications,

Wednesday afternoon workshops
Persons will be able to attend for one of eight workshops
being offered from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday following
the clergy and laity sessions:
• Bloom Where You're Planted: Being
The Church Wherever You Are (Rev. Linda
Vonck, pastor of the Divernon-Farmersville-Midland UMC's) What does it look
like to BE the church in the world today?
This workshop will dig deeper in how to
BE the church, wherever you are planted.
What will that look like in your context? The sky is the
limit! Dare to dream! Be the buzz in in your community and beyond.
• Celebrating Diversity: Moving From
Color-Blindness to Understanding and
Appreciating our Commonalities and Differences (Dr. Pam Hammond McDavid,
Chair, IGRC Commission on Religion and
Race)
• Creating New Places for New Faces:
Reaching New People for Christ (Rev. Mike
Crawford, IGRC Coordinator of Congregational Development) New people are
reached most effectively through new:
new ministries, new churches, new …
This workshop will offer practical steps for
creating space in our lives and the church
to make new disciples of Jesus Christ.
• Meet My Friend Jesus: Sharing Your Faith
With Integrity (Rev. Shane Bishop, pastor of Fairview Heights Christ UMC) This
session will discuss faith sharing, inviting people to church and leading others
toward Christ in intentional ways.
• Reaching the Now and Next Generations: Ministry
with Gen Xers and Millennials (Rev. Jessica Baldyga,

ethics and society, church and the Black experience. Originally from Fort Smith, Arkansas, Bishop Keaton received
his Bachelors of Science in Biology degree from Philander
Smith College and was awarded the Outstanding Service
Award. Philander Smith is one of the eleven colleges and
universities supported by The United Methodist Church's
Black College Fund.
Bishop Keaton has co-authored two books, The Confessions of Three Ebony Bishops with Bishop Edsel A. Ammons
and Bishop Ernest S. Lyght and Our Father, Where Are the
Fathers? with Bishop Ernest S. Lyght. He also contributed
to, God Delivers Me - a Model from Strengthening the Black
Church for the 21st Century. Bishop Keaton has traveled the
world extensively in support of missions and is a frequent
presenter at The United Methodist Women Schools of
Christian Mission/Mission U across the United States.
Bishop Keaton and his wife, Beverly, have been blessed
with three children: Jonathan II and his wife Lisa reside in
Illinois with the Bishop and Mrs. Keaton’s two granddaughters, Maliah and Amara. Their adult daughters Tandreka and
Anaya reside in Lansing, Mich.

Special Guest: James Salley
James H. Salley is the Associate ViceChancellor for Institutional Advancement for
Africa University. With more than 22 years of
higher education administration experience,
with offices both in Nashville at the General
Board of Higher Education and Ministry and
the university site in Old Mutare, Zimbabwe, Jim has been
in ministry with Africa University since its inception. He
has helped individual and corporate donors, local churches,
annual conferences, and general agencies of the United
Methodist Church connection and beyond understand the
mission and needs of the "School of Dreams". Jim serves as
the chief advancement officer and fund raiser for the institution; he is in charge of the University’s institutional advancement program; and he is responsible for interpreting the
programs of the University to local churches, organizations,
and agencies throughout the United Methodist connection
and beyond.

associate pastor, and Dr. Joe Scheets,
senior pastor, Effingham Centenary
UMC) Everyone is talking about reaching
young adults and youth, through different strategies and ideas. This workshop
will explore these ideas and strategies,
debunking some myths about these
younger generations and naming very
practical ways we can reach out to young
adults and youth through the church.
• Why Can't We All Get Along: Conflict
Resolution in the Local Church (Rev. Mike
Fender, pastor, Jacksonville Grace UMC)
If we are in relationship with people we
will at some time be exposed to disagreement. Disagreement brings about anxiety
and anxiety brings about CONFLICT.
This workshop will offer church leaders
insight into some of the tools available to
help their congregation to live respectfully with one another.
• Will the Ushers Please Come Forward:
Inviting People to Financially Support the
Mission and Ministry of the Church (Rev.
Ted Frost, director of the IGRC Foundation)
• Public Theology: Leading Faith-Based
Change in Our Communities (Dr. Lallene
Rector, President, Garrett-Evangelical
Theological Seminary and Dr. Angela
Cowser, assistant professor of sociology
of religion, G-ETS) The workshop will
consider: 1) how the commandments to
love God, self, and neighbor call us into
the public sphere, the “city gates” to “love
good and seek justice” (Amos 5:15), and
2) specific practices that enable us to
lead change in the public sphere based
upon this call upon our lives.
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Opening Worship Preacher
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

IGRC

2016 Annual Conference
2016 ILLINOIS GREAT RIVERS
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SESSION AGENDA
Presiding Bishop:
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

“+” Indicates the Item is an Order of the Day

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 08, 2016
10:30 – 11:00 AM

Worship Rehearsal
Hall B & C closed

10:00 AM - 7:00 PM Registration
Terrazzo Lobby
1:00 - 3:00 PM

+ Clergy Session
Grand Ballroom
+ Laity Session
Hall A

3:30 - 5:00 PM

WORKSHOPS

5:00 - 6:30 PM

Grab & Go
Box Dinner
(All Attendees with
tickets pick up Hall D)

5:30 - 6:30 PM

Secretarial and
Hospitality Training
Dinner Rm 135

7:00 - 8:30 PM

Opening Worship
Service & Holy
Communion
Bishop Keaton
John 4:27-38
The Fields Are Ripe
for Harvest
Jim Salley
Bishop Keaton and
Rev. Janice Griffith,
Executive Assistant
to the Bishop

Preaching:
Scripture:
Sermon:
Special Guest:
Celebrants:

Africa Univ. Endowment,
“Making Dreams Possible”
8:30 - 8:45 PM

Transition Time

8:45 - 9:30 PM

Call to Order, Roll Call,
& Organizational
Motions
Africa University
Offering and Report –
Jim Salley
Nominations Initial
Presentation
Video Bishop Keaton: In His
Own Words (Part 1)

Annual Conference: Pre-Conference 2016 Coverage
Thursday Platform Speakers
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Gretchen Sidell
Morning Manna speaker

2016 Annual Conference
THURSDAY, JUNE 09, 2016
8:30 - 9:30 AM

Call to Order
Courtesies/Announcements
Morning Manna
Gretchen Sidell
Welcome to Peoria
Don Welch, President/CEO,
Peoria Convention
& Visitors Bureau
Board of Ordained
Ministry Report – Part 1
Presentation of
Ordinands, Provisional
Members, and Associate
Members, Recognition of
Professional Certification

9:30 - 10:30 AM

+ Rev. Dr. Amos Yong,
Fuller Theological
Seminary

10:30 - 10:45 AM BREAK
10:45 - 12:00 PM Service of Recognition
of Retirees
Preaching: Rev. Ed Weston
Scripture: I Kings 1:28-35;
I Peter 5:12-14
Sermon: See You Tomorrow
12:00 - 1:30 PM
1:30 - 3:15 PM

RECESS
Worshipful Work Prayer
Initial Presentation of
Conference Budget
Board of Pensions &
Health Benefits
Preachers' Aid Society &
Benefit Fund
Laity Address – Ken Miller
Video – United Methodist
Men, Jeff Thornton
Video – United Methodist
Women, Marge Stout
Cabinet Address – Rev.
Doug Rorex

3:15 - 3:30 PM

BREAK

3:30 - 4:15 PM

Video - Bishop Keaton:
In His Own Words (Part 2)
Reports & Resolutions

4:15 – 4:30 PM

Transition Time

4:30 – 6:00 PM Memorial Service
(Hall D closed during Memorial Service)
Preaching: Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
Scripture: Mark 5:21-43
Sermon: Get Up

A member of Pekin First UMC in the
Illinois River District, Gretchen Sidell
was 15 1/2 years old when a nagging
headache that turned out to be a sudden case of meningococcal meningitis, a bacterial
infection of the membranes covering the brain and
spinal cord.
The unforeseen illness and a resulting stroke would
leave her permanently unable to speak, breathe
independently, or move from the chin down. Yet she
can certainly still think, feel, communicate, and write.
Sidell’s story is one of inspiration and insight, gained
through life-changing experiences that have permanently impacted her physical health, perspective
on life, and personal faith. She is working on a book
chronicling her experiences, using the same device
that allows her to “speak” as Morning Manna attendees will see, as she moves and blinks her eyes to read
the comments she had composed in the same way,
word by word, letter by letter.

Rev. Dr. Amos Yong
Fuller Theological Seminary
Thursday morning speaker
Born in a suburb of Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia to an Assembly of God pastor
of Chinese descent, Amos moved with
his family during his pre-teen years to
Stockton, California so his father could
pastor Chinese-speaking immigrants in
the Valley about 30 miles south of Sacramento and a hundred miles east of San Francisco.
Licensed himself as an Assemblies of God pastor, Dr.
Yong has become one of the most prolific Pentecostal Theologians in the Academy. Since July of 2014,
he has been Professor of Theology & Mission at Fuller
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California, as well
as Director of the Fuller Theological Seminary’s Center for Missiological Research.
His Ph.D. in Religion and Theology from Boston University is entitled Discerning the Spirit(s): A Pentecostal-Charismatic Contribution to Christian Theology
of Religions. In addition to a Masters from Western
Evangelical Seminary in Portland, Oregon, he has
a Masters in History from Portland State University
focusing on Boston Personalism and the Liberal Era in
American Methodist Theology.
His scholarship has been transformational in and
beyond Pentecostal circles—dealing with themes as
varied as Christian-Buddhist dialogue, the Holy Spirit,
hospitality, and the mission of God—and speaking

to Pentecostal, Evangelical, United Methodist, and
Roman Catholic audiences alike. He has authored
or edited over 30 volumes and 175 (and counting)
scholarly articles.
Many of his lectures and interviews can be found on
YouTube.
Dr. Yong is Past President of the Society for Pentecostal Studies (2008–09) and co-edited its journal,
PNEUMA, from 2011-2014. He was the founding
co-chair for the Pentecostal-Charismatic Movements
Group for the American Academy of Hope and Religion (2006–2011).
So why did Bishop Keaton invite a Pentecostal
Theologian to address our 2016 Annual Conference?
Because, when Amos Yong was almost 10 years old,
his younger brother Mark was born with Downs
Syndrome.
As Pentecostal family of Chinese descent, the Yong
family experienced a deep crisis of faith, even as
they felt supported by the prayers of their family and
friends and their church continued to pastor to them
with a lived-out Gospel showing how you can trust
in God even when your prayers for healing are not
answered as you would like them to be.
Dr. Yong has written two books and numerous articles on theology and disability. His first is a scholarly work entitled Theology and Down Syndrome:
Reimagining Disability in Late Modernity. His second,
is addressed to the Church as a whole and is entitled
The Bible, Disability, and the Church: A New Vision of the
People of God.

Rev. Ed Weston
Service of Recognition
of Retirees preacher
Rev. Ed Weston, pastor of Belleville
Union UMC, will be completing 42
years of ministry when he retires June
30.
Weston became a probationary member in 1974 and was elected into full
membership in 1978. He served as associate pastor
of Wood River First, Madison, Troy, Rosewood Heights
St. Paul before being appointed to Belleville Union
Jan. 15, 1996. In 2007, Union was yoked with a new
church start in New Athens called The Journey where
he provides general oversight of its ministry.

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
Memorial Service
preacher
See biography on page 7

Pastoral Care and Counseling Lounge Thursday, Friday
Pastoral Care and Counseling is hosting Coffee, Coloring and Connection for clergy spouses from 1 to 4
p.m. Thursday and Friday in the Lexus Room.
The Lexus Room is located on the Mezannine level
above the Great Hall and just below the Grand Ballroom on the fourth floor. Take the escalators from the
ground floor up to the mezzanine level.
PCC is wanting to better support Clergy Spouses.
Have you ever watched a child color? They get lost in
the experience of it. Picking the right color and making decision about coloring inside or outside the lines
we are focusing on making beauty instead of our own
worries. Coloring helps us de-stress and self-express.

Adults who color to relax (colorists) have reported
that coloring helps them relax, decreases anxiety,
increases mental clarity, and makes them feel happier. Of course, this is not art therapy, but colorists all
over are reporting these and other calming affects at
the same time as adult coloring books are flying off
the shelves.
There will be adult coloring pages, colored pencils
(and sharpener) and crayons on the tables. There will
be coffee, tea, and water and space for you. Come by
and connect with PCC Coordinator Shauna Summers
who will be there to listen and learn how PCC can
better serve Clergy Spouses.

Annual Conference: Pre-Conference 2016 Coverage
The following meals will be provided for persons who purchased tickets prior to Annual Conference. Meal tickets will
need to be presented. Deadline for ordering ticket was May
23. However, check with the Annual Conference upon arrival
to see if there are still tickets available for your particular meal.
On-site ticket sales are based upon availability.

Wednesday Dinner

• Grab N Go Boxes – all boxed lunches include fresh fruit,
chips, cookie, bottled water, with the choice of: Turkey and
Dill Havarti cheese on Ciabatta Bun with cranberry mayo;
Ham and Cheddar on Croissant with Dijon mayo; or Greek
salad (tomatoes/cucumbers/artichokes/olives/banana peppers/feta cheese/chickpeas tossed w/scallions and oregano
vinaigrette with crispy pita chips). All box dinners to be
picked up in Hall D (5 to 6:30 p.m.)
• Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary – 5 to 6 p.m.
Fellowship and Appetizers; 6 p.m. Dinner (at Peoria First
UMC, 116 NE Perry)

Special Meal Speakers Announced
Several groups hosting special meals have announced their
speakers at the 2016 Annual Conference:

Dr. Lallene Rector

Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary dinner – Wed. dinner
Lallene J. Rector was named president of
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary on
May 16, 2013, and began her term on Jan. 1,
2014. President Rector has been an esteemed
faculty member at Garrett-Evangelical since 1986 as Associate Professor of Psychology of Religion and Pastoral Psychotherapy and most recently held the role of Vice President of
Academic Affairs and Academic Dean (2006-2013).

Thursday Lunch

Among her numerous achievements as academic dean,
President Rector developed and implemented the seminary’s
strategic plan, chaired the budget reduction task force, initiated curriculum review, and negotiated the seminary’s charter
membership in the Seminary Stewardship Alliance. Her influence at the school can be further witnessed by looking at the
student body. Rector is committed to creating a diverse community, which has driven her to develop strong relationships
with the Seminary Consortium for Urban Pastoral Education
(SCUPE), Advanced Latino/a Theological Education Program, and the Center for African American Studies program.

Thursday All-Conference Dinner

A member of First United Methodist Church at the Chicago Temple in Chicago, Illinois, President Rector is the
first layperson to be appointed president in the seminary’s
160-year old history. Her background as a United Methodist
who brings expertise in pastoral psychotherapy makes her
an invaluable asset on the Ministerial Assessment Specialists
Advisory Committee on Candidacy and Clergy Assessment
for the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry.
Additionally, she has served as a convener for the United
Methodist Theological Schools academic deans and regularly
represents the seminary at denominational conferences.

Thursday Breakfast

Sausage Frittata, sliced fresh fruit, orange juice, water, coffee
• Duke Divinity School Alumni
Pork loin, smashed potatoes, corn, salad, rolls, dessert, water,
coffee and iced tea
• Ethnic Local Minority Concerns
• Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members
• Preachers’ Aid Retired Ministers and Spouses
• John Wesley Fellowship of Illinois
• St. Paul School of Theology
• COSROW Women in Ministry
• Thursday Lunch Buffet -- Baked Potato and Salad Bar, dessert, and drink, Hall D
Celebration of the Ministry of Bishop Jonathan Keaton – 6:30
to 9 p.m., Grand Ballroom, 4th Floor
Choice of baked salmon with lemon dill sauce, beef tips with
gravy, or a vegetarian option. Entrees served with smashed
skinned potatoes, seasonal roasted vegetables, salad, rolls,
German chocolate cake, water, coffee and iced tea.
Children’s meal - Chicken strips, smashed potatoes, applesauce, German chocolate cake, drink

Friday Breakfast

Scrambled eggs, hash browns, sausage patty, assorted muffins,
orange juice, water, coffee
• Commission on Camping and Retreat Ministries
• Drew University Theological School
• Reconciling United Ministries of Illinois
• Aldersgate Federal Credit Union

Friday Lunch

Marinated broiled chicken, rice pilaf, green beans, salad, rolls,
dessert, water, coffee and iced tea
• BCHEM/Young Adult Buy One Give One, Terrazo Lobby
(lunch will be held in Room 135 prior to the BOGO Event)
• Clergy Couples
• Order of St. Luke
• ILCAAAP
• Asbury Seminary Alumni and Friends
• Extension Ministries
• United Methodist Foundation
• Illinois Wesleyan University
• IGRC Historical Society
• Liberia Partnership
• Friday Lunch Buffet -- Pasta and Salad Bar, dessert, drink,
Hall D

Friday Dinner

Sliced ham, cheesy hash browns, green beans almandine, summer field salad, rolls, dessert, water, coffee and iced tea
• Social Justice
• Volunteers in Mission
• United Methodist Women
• Good News
• McKendree University

Saturday Breakfast

The United Methodist Men's Breakfast is at Peoria Bethel UMC
(210 North Richard Pryor Place) at 6:30 a.m. The breakfast is
provided for a freewill offering.

Rev. Randall Robinson

Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members – Thurs. lunch
Rev. Randall Robinson, pastor of Danville
St. James UMC, is chair of the North Central
Jurisdictional host committee. He will be
sharing about the committee’s work in preparation for the 2016 NCJ Conference which will be held at the
Peoria Civic Center July 13-16.

Rev. Nicole Cox and
Rev. Melissa Meyers

COSROW Women in Ministry
– Thurs. lunch
Rev. Nicole Cox, associate pastor
of Springfield First UMC and Rev.
Melissa Meyers, pastor in the Northern Illinois Conference,
talking about their video blog, "PastorBesties."

Dr. Cheryl Walker

Ethnic Local Minority Concerns /
Commission on Religion and Race /
Hispanic Ministries – Thurs. lunch
Dr. Cheryl Walker is the Director of AfricanAmerican Ministries, Discipleship Ministries,
Nashville, Tenn.

Emily Schmidt and Jess
Howell

Reconciling United Ministries of Illinois – Fri. breakfast
Emily Schmidt and Jess Howell are students
at Eastern Illinois University and are RUMI
Scholarship recipients.

Phil Haning

United Methodist Foundation –
Fri. lunch
Phil Haning is regional vice president at
America Funds, part of the Capitol Group,
based in Bloomington.

IGRC Historical Society –

Fri. lunch

Churches celebrating its 150th and 175th anniversaries will be recognized.
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Dr. Joseph Dongell

Asbury Seminary Alumni and Friends –
Fri. lunch
Dr. Joseph R. Dongell joined the faculty at Asbury
Theological Seminary in 1989. He now serves as
professor of Biblical Studies, with primary responsibility in the Inductive Bible Studies Department.
He received a B.A. from Central Wesleyan College,
1978; a M.Div. from Asbury Theological Seminary,
1981; a M.A. from the University of Kentucky,
1986; and a Ph.D. from Union Theological Seminary, 1991.
Prior to joining the faculty, he served as an instructor in various
languages (Greek, Hebrew and Latin) at Asbury Seminary (19811983), Asbury College (1985-1986) and Union Theological Seminary
(1987). His doctoral dissertation focused on the literary structure of
Luke’s Gospel, a particular interest that has more recently extended
into the Gospels of Mark and John. Dr. Dongell is the author of a
commentary on the Gospel of John (Wesley Press).
As an ordained elder in the Wesleyan Church, Dr. Dongell has maintained an active ministry in that denomination as an associate pastor,
a regular adult Sunday school teacher; a one-time director and
frequent advisor of the Wesleyan Seminary Foundation on Asbury
Seminary’s campus; an instructor in regional Wesleyan ministerial training; and a representative to the annual Graduate Student
Theological Seminar.

Rev. Andy Adams
Good News – Fri. dinner

Rev. Andy Adams, pastor of Urbana Quest
UMC and IGRC General Conference delegate
will be speaking on the 2016 General Conference.

Dr. Thembi Conner-Garcia

United Methodist Women – Fri. dinner
Dr. Thembi Conner-Garcia serves as assistant professor of medicine and residency research director in
the Department of Internal Medicine for the University of Illinois College of Medicine at Peoria. She has
built her research career on a strong foundation in
clinical medicine and has excelled as a physician scientist and educator.
Conner-Garcia has been the principal investigator for numerous clinical research studies and has presented her results at national scientific
meetings. With her membership on the Institutional Review Board,
she has acquired knowledge and experience that informs the ethical
conduct of her own clinical trials. In addition, she has been a role model
and mentor to medical students and resident physicians-in-training.
Conner-Garcia’s research is designed to ameliorate healthcare disparities
for the citizens of central Illinois, a root cause of which is low health
literacy. In collaboration with other investigators at the University of
Illinois, she received two research awards from the National Institutes
of Health to study the causes and improve the outcomes related to low
health literacy. These awards have brought more than $3 million in
federal research funds to benefit the patients of Illinois and support the
hiring of additional research personnel.
Distinguished not only by her professional accomplishments, Dr.
Conner-Garcia has set herself apart through her volunteer service.
She chairs the committee that organizes performances of Storming
the Gates, a documentary film that chronicles the struggles of African
Americans, Latinos and American Indians in higher education in
the state of Illinois. In addition, she served as host and facilitator for
performances of the film at UICOMP and for the Tomorrow’s Scientists,
Technicians and Managers program. She has also served on the Health
Advisory Board for Peoria Head Start.
Conner-Garcia frequently serves as a lecturer and motivational speaker
at a variety of public events. She has been a presenter and guest speaker
at the Women’s Lifestyle Show, the Central Illinois Black Expo, Bethel
United Methodist Church’s annual Women’s Health Conference, the Be
Healthy lecture series at the City of Refuge Worship Center, Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority TOTAL Summit, Martin Luther King Freedom March
and Peoria Christian School.
Through her professional and volunteer commitments, Dr. ConnerGarcia addresses health disparities and promotes healthy lifestyles in the
community, continually striving to make central Illinois a better place in
which to live and work.
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Rev. Kristi Hopp
Friday Morning Manna

2016 Annual Conference
FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 2016
8:00 AM - 500 PM Registration/Help Desk Open
– Terrazzo Lobby
8:00 AM - 500 PM Call to Order
Courtesies/Announcements
Morning Manna –
Rev. Kristi Hopp
Board of Trustees Report
Recognition of Churches
Completing Their Mission
9:30 - 10:30 AM

+ Guest Speaker: Rev. H.
Russell Ewell II, Co-Chair of
U.M. Association of
Ministers with Disabilities

10:30 - 10:45 AM BREAK
10:45 - 12:00 PM

Board of Ordained Ministry
Report - Part 2
Culture of Call - steps of
ministry
Report on Camping &
Retreat Ministries Master
Plan
Report on General
Conference & Introduction
of GC/JC Delegation
United Methodist
Foundation

12:00 - 1:30 PM
1:30 - 3:15 PM

RECESS
Worshipful Work Prayer
Director of Connectional
Ministries Address Rev. Tom Logsdon
Evangelism Awards
Discipleship Formation /
New Streams
Update on the Journey
of 10x10
Congregational
Development
Youth and Young Adult
Ministries
Mission Partnerships
Report: Liberia, Honduras,
Hungary and Philippines

Rev. Kristi Hopp is pastor of the Hennepin, Magnolia and McNabb UMC’s
in the Vermilion River District and
associate pastor of RiversEdge UMC in
the Illinois River District. She was commissioned as
a probationary elder in 2011 and was ordained a full
elder in 2014.

Rev. H. Russell Ewell II
Friday Morning Speaker
Rev. Harold “Russell” Ewell II, is a member of the Missouri Annual Conference
of The United Methodist Church, where
he currently serves as Associate Pastor
of The Village Church of St. Louis (UMC). As a person
with a disability growing up in pre-ADA America, his
parents were informed that “people who are blind
could not succeed in an integrated classroom setting
nor should they waste time aspiring to go to college.”
In 1991, Russell Ewell graduated from Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Sociology and an emphasis on
Labor Relations. In the spring of 2009 he graduated
with honors from Eden Theological Seminary where
he has the distinction of being the first blind person to graduate from that institution in its 165-year
history. While in seminary, Rev. Ewell wrote a thesis
entitled Re-Visioning God and Community: Toward a
Practical Theology of Disability. His thesis has gained
significant attention and is being used as a primary
text in several Social Justice classes at Eden.
He is currently researching universities and seminaries preparing to study for his PhD.
Rev. Ewell has been called “a next-generation leader
in the disability community” and gives talks all over
the country on the Independent Living Movement,
disability rights, and advocacy. He’s passionate about
empowering the disenfranchised and desires for the
people of God to realize the conditions of the Kingdom of Heaven here on earth.
Rev. Ewell serves on the Disability Ministries Committee of The United Methodist Church and is a board
member of the United Methodist Association of
Ministers with Disabilities.

Bishop B. Michael Watson
Service of Ordination and
Commissioning preacher
Bishop B. Michael Watson has been the
resident bishop of The United Methodist Church’s North Georgia Episcopal
Area since 2008. The North Georgia Conference has
over 362,000 members, 950 congregations, and 1,400
clergy.

Bishop Watson is a past president of the Southeastern
Jurisdiction College of Bishops. He is the immediate
past chairperson of the Board of Directors of the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits (the largest
denominational pension fund in the world, with over
$18 billion in assets and 74,000 participants), and he
served as vice-chairperson of the General Commission on United Methodist Men.
As a member of the Alabama-West Florida Annual
Conference, Mike Watson received the Denman
Evangelism Award in 1990. He served from 19751977 as pastor of Aldersgate United Methodist
Church in Molino, Fla., and from 1977-1979 as pastor
of Christ United Methodist Church in Milton, Fla. He
was appointed to start a new congregation in his
hometown, where he served as founding pastor of
Covenant United Methodist Church from 1979-1990.
From 1990 until his election to the episcopacy by the
Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference in 2000, he
served as the pastor of Dauphin Way United Methodist Church in Mobile, Ala.
He was a delegate to World Methodist Conferences in
Singapore (1991), Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (1996), Bristol,
England (2001), Seoul, Korea (2006), and Durban,
South Africa (2011), and has been a part of every
General Conference of The United Methodist Church
since 1996 in Denver, Cleveland, Pittsburg, Fort
Worth, and Tampa.
Bishop Watson is married to the former Margaret
Lee and has two children, Ben Watson and Elizabeth
Watson Riddle. He is also the proud grandfather of
Alex and Andrew Watson, and Camilla, Watson and
Emmaline Riddle.

Church Organ Network, Piano Network display

3:15 - 3:30 PM

BREAK

3:30 - 5:00 PM

Video - Bishop Keaton:
In His Own Words (Part 3)
Reports & Resolutions

During the conference, Church Organ Network and
Piano Network will staff the display area and will be
available to provide information regarding models
and specifications. Piano and Church Organ Network

5:00 – 7:00 PM RECESS

Bishop Watson is currently the president of World
Methodist Evangelism, chair of the World Methodist
Evangelism Institute, and on the Steering Committee of the World Methodist Council. He is the secretary of the Council of Bishops Leadership Team on
Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations. He serves
on the Board of Trustees of Emory University, Gammon Theological Seminary, the Moscow Theological
Seminary, Clark Atlanta University, LaGrange College, Paine College, Reinhardt University, Wesleyan
College, Young Harris College, UM Children’s Home,
Georgia UM Foundation, Camp Glisson, Simpsonwood Conference & Retreat Center, the Methodist
Foundation for Retired Ministers, and the William I. H.
and Lula E. Pitts Foundation.

In 1949, he was born into an active Methodist family

Church Organ Network and Piano Network has installed an Allen Bravura Digital (sampled pipe voices
and sound) Organ and the Yamaha Concert Artist
grand piano for the worship services at the 2016 Annual Conference.

Reports & Resolutions

in Dothan, Ala. After graduating from Dothan High
School, he received a Bachelor of Science degree
in finance and real estate from The University of
Alabama, a Master of Divinity degree from Candler
School of Theology at Emory University, and earned
a Doctor of Ministry degree from Vanderbilt University. In 1972 he was ordained deacon by Bishop W.
Kenneth Goodson, and in 1976 he was ordained elder
by Bishop Carl J. Sanders. Bishop Watson was elected
to the episcopacy by the Southeastern Jurisdictional
Conference in 2000 and was assigned to the South
Georgia Area where he served until 2008.

showrooms are located in Peoria, Springfield, Effingham and Champaign.
Visit www.ChurchOrganNetwork.com or www.
StartPianoNow.com for more information, or contact
representatives Larry A. Waldhoff at 217-343-1795,
Al Murphy at 217-868-4403, Don Bauer at 309-6575138, Jon Ligon at 309-966-0434 or Matt Waldhoff at
217-652-2790.
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Rev. C. Douglas Rorex
Morning Manna preacher
Rev. C. Douglas Rorex is the superintendent of the LaMoine River District. He
received his theological education from a
consortium of theological schools including Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and Louisville Presbyterian Seminary.
Ordained in the American Baptist Church, Rorex served
pastorates in New Albany, Ind., and as an associate
pastor at First Baptist Church in Murphysboro. In 1980,
he was appointed to Grayville UMC where served for
14 years, assisting the Presbyterian Church by serving communion and sharing worship services, taking
part in community theatre and serving as a substitute
school bus driver and an emergency medical techni-

cian for the Grayville and Carmi emergency Medical
Services departments.

THE CURRENT

Saturday Platform Speakers

Other pastorates include Olney St. Paul-Chauncey and
Fairfield First UMC, where he served 13 years when
he was appointed by Bishop Gregory V.
Palmer to the superintendency in 2011.

Markus McKinney
Lina H. McCord Black
College Fund Ambassador
Markus McKinney is a upcoming senior at Rust College
located in Holly Springs, Miss. He is an English major,
Student Government Association Sergeant-At-Arms, a
member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Incorporated and a
member of the United Methodist Student Movement.
A native of Chicago, Markus' motto in life is “live for today,
strive for a better tomorrow.”

Special offerings and collections during Annual Conference
John Kofi Asmah School (Laity Session offering) – This school, located in the West Point section of Monrovia, Liberia,
was built and furnished by offerings of IGRC laity. This year's offering will be used for additional furnishings for the
school.

2016 Annual Conference
SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2016
8:00 AM*

(*Closes 1/2 hour prior to
closing of Annual
Conference)
8:00 AM - 500 PM Call to Order
Courtesies/Announcements
Morning Manna –
Rev. Doug Rorex

Africa University (Opening worship) – The IGRC is closing in on the $1 million goal set for Making Dreams Possible
Scholarships. Give generously so that this goal is reached. When completed, eight scholarships will be endowed to
educate students at Africa University.

Video - Bishop Keaton:
In His Own Words (Part 4)

Ordinands' pilgrimage (Friday's Service of Ordination) – It has been the tradition for the past few years that the
newly ordained class of elders and deacons are sent for a mission saturation experience. This offering helps to fund the
trip.

Children of the Annual
Conference

Tom Brown Scholarship at Wiley College (Saturday morning) – This year marks the 30th year for the collection of the
Tom Brown Scholarship at Wiley College, named for a pastor of the former Central Illinois Conference, who was a trustee
of the historically Black College and was the person who usually made the motion to take up an offering for the Black
College Fund.

Black College Fund
Presentation

The Midwest Mission Distribution Center is seeking any or all supplies for the following kits:

Guest:

Personal dignity kits - hand towel, wash cloth, comb, nail clippers, toothbrush, shampoo with conditioner, deodorant,
bar soap, razors (individually wrapped); toothpaste (2.5 oz. or larger)

Offering: Tom Brown
Scholarship for Wiley
College

School kits - 3 spiral, 1 subject notebooks (8 x 10 1/2"); 3 pens (blue or black); 3 unsharpened pencils; pencil sharpener;
pencil eraser (2 inches or larger), 12" ruler with metric measurements; protractor (6" long with metric); box of 24 crayons; pair of round tip scissors (no plastic scissors)

Annual Conference Budget
Approval

Those wishing to help with the cost of shipping and/or the purchase of supplies in bulk can make their checks payable
to MMDC and bring it to Annual or Jurisdictional Conference or mail them to : MMDC, P.O. Box 56, Chatham, IL 62629.

Nominations Report for
Approval

For more details on personal dignity kits or school kits, please see: http://midwestmissiondc.org/projects/projects

Special displays focusing
on disability awareness
BY ANTHONY STAUDER
Chair, IGRC Committee on
Disability Concerns

The Sessions Committee
and the Committee on Disability Concerns present an
exhibit on accessibility and
universal design at annual
conference. Accessibility is
an attitude and an environment of hospitality to persons of all abilities. Displays
will include information
about disabilities, conference committees related to
accessibility, ways to remove
barriers to accessibility, daily
living with disabilities, organizations and resources that
might help parishioners with disabilities, and Disability
Awareness Sunday offerings and grants.
Throughout annual conference, a presentation space
within the exhibit will host videos and presentations
on accessibility. For example, Advocates for Access, a

Peoria-based Center for
Independent Living (and
one of thirteen advocacy and empowerment
centers in the state of
Illinois), will give a talk
on Wednesday, June 8
from 3:00-3:30 PM in the
exhibit hall.
The Foster Gallery
for Fine Art at Peoria
First United Methodist
Church presents, "Artistic Abilities," artwork by
people with disabilities.
The gallery will be open
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
News coverage of the exhibit and a sample from the exhibit can be found in the Peoria Journal Star (http://www.
pjstar.com/entertainment/20160513/artistic-abilitieson-display-at-first-united-methodist-church).
Many thanks to Carol McPherson and to Peoria First
UMC for organizing and hosting this exhibit.

Registration/Help Desk
Open – Terrazzo Lobby

Reports and Resolutions
10:30 - 10:45 AM BREAK
10:45 - 12:00 PM

Reports and Resolutions
Service of Appointments
& Recognition of
Superintendents
Words of Appreciation
Farewell Liturgy for
Bishop Keaton
Closing Words - Bishop
Jonathan D. Keaton

12:00 PM

+ADJOURNMENT

JUNE 2016
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Annual Conference Overview
BY PAUL BLACK

PEORIA – The Illinois Great Rivers Conference
of The United Methodist Church will be meeting in
Peoria for the 15th consecutive year June 8-11. The
Peoria Civic Center will serve as the conference’s
central location for the more than 2,400 expected to
attend.
The theme of the conference is The Fields are
Ripe for the Harvest, and will celebrate the ministry
of Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton, who will be retiring as
bishop Sept. 1.
For the seventh consecutive year, the plenary
and worship sessions of the annual conference will be
broadcast over the internet. Persons wishing to view
the webstream may visit: www.igrc.org/ac2016live
The Twitter hashtag for the event is #2016IGRC.
Rev. Dr. Amos Yong, professor of theology and
Christian mission at Fuller Theological Seminary,
and Rev. H. “Russell” Ewell II, a clergy member of the
Missouri Conference will be speaking on Thursday
and Friday mornings as part of the emphasis on disability concerns in the church.
Thursday evening’s All-Conference Dinner will
be a celebration of Bishop Keaton’s ministry among
us. Keaton, who was assigned to the Illinois Area
Sept. 1, 2012, will be completing 20 years as a United
Methodist bishop. The evening will include friends,
colleagues and others sharing about his ministry.
As part of the celebration, IGRC Communications has produced video vignettes collectively titled,
Bishop Keaton: In His Own Words, as he reflects on
his life and ministry.
Lay and clergy members will also be bringing
offerings for the Making Dreams Possible Scholarship campaign for Africa University. The 2013 annual
conference voted to raise $1 million to endow eight
additional scholarships for the United Methodist
school based in Old Mutare, Zimbabwe.
Lay members will be collecting a special offering
in the Laity Session on Wednesday afternoon for the
John Kofi Asmah School in Monrovia, Liberia. The
Conference will also take up offerings for the 30th

year for the Tom Brown Scholarship at Wiley College,
one of the denomination’s Black Colleges; and an
offering for this year’s class of ordinands who will be
going to the Holy Land as part of a saturation experience.
The conference will also be bringing items for
personal dignity kits and for school kits for the Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Chatham (see
page 11 for more details).
Legislatively, the Conference agenda appears
fairly light.

Camping report

Lay and clergy members will hear a report from
the Commission on Camping and Retreat Ministries
on plans for capital improvements at Little Grassy
and East Bay camps. In 2015, the Conference approved the sale of three other conference-owned
campsites – Epworth Camp in Louisville, Living
Springs Camp in Lewistown and Jensen Woods
Camp in Timewell.

Budgetary items

The Conference will consider a $12.2 million
budget for 2017, a reduction of about $200,000 from
levels in the 2016 budget.
The Committee on Equitable Compensation will
be recommending that minimum salaries for fulltime clergy be increased by 3 percent for 2017. This
would set minimum salaries at $41,616 for clergy in
Full Connection, Associate Members, and Provisional Elders; and $38,188 for Full-Time Local Pastors.
The Committee also is recommending that each
charge with an active full-time pastor pay an annual
$13,200 health insurance allowance in addition to
salary to assist in purchasing adequate and affordable
health insurance. The recommendation is 10 percent
higher than the current assessment of $12,000 and
is based upon the percentage increase in health care
costs. Even with the increase, the amount is some
$3,000 less than the assessment for health insurance
when pastors were part of a Conference group health

insurance plan.

Retired pastors

The Conference Board of Pensions is recommending a 2 percent increase to $747 per month
for pre-1982 years of service – up from the present
$732 per month. No change is recommended for the
contribution rate of active pastors covered under the
pension plan.

Churches completing their mission

Five churches will be recognized by the Conference as completing their missions during the IGRC
Trustees Report – Hallidayboro UMC, Cache River
District; Granite City Good Shepherd UMC, Mississippi River District; Springfield Northside UMC,
Sangamon River District; Stockland UMC, Iroquois
River District; and Thawville UMC, Iroquois River
District.

Other legislation

• Covenant agreements will be considered for
renewal with Chaddock and Wesley Village
• Resolution encouraging churches to observe a
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Sunday on an annual
basis on the Sunday of its choice
• Resolution seeking a Task Force of Healing with
Indigenous and Native Peoples as a follow-up to
the Act of Repentance held at the 2015 Annual
Conference
• A proposal to raise $2.5 million to endow the
spiritual life programs of IGRC child agencies
– The Baby Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood
House and United Methodist Children’s Home
• Resolution seeking a vegan option for all meals
served at meetings organized by IGRC staff,
beginning in 2017
• Resolution seeking Annual Conference endorsement of a letter to state officials asking that
hounding and/or steel-jawed traps used in bobcat hunts be eliminated

Stay connected during
Annual Conference
IGRC Communications will be working keep you connected during the 2016 Annual Conference.

Sched app: In cooperation with Sched.org, persons
registered for the Annual Conference will be able to
set up an account and pre-select those schedule items
that apply to them. Each day during Conference, the
pre-selected daily schedule will be emailed to them
making it easy to carry on your smartphone, tablet or
laptop.
Each item will have all the details for that particular
time slot and any updates for room numbers, etc., will
automatically update as a push from the app.
Persons just wanting to look at the total schedule can
find it online at: www.igrc.org/ac2016agenda.
The Daily Current: IGRC Communications will be producing a daily e-newsletter during Annual Conference.
Subscribers to The Current Week in Review will already
receive the publication each morning. Others may
subscribe by visiting: www.igrc.org/e-news

Web Streaming: In cooperation with OCV Live, the Annual Conference will be streamed live beginning with
Opening Worship at 7 p.m. Wednesday. The Clergy and
Laity Sessions Wednesday afternoon and the All-Conference Dinner and program on Thursday evening will
not be aired. Visit www.igrc.org/ac2016live to view
the web stream.
Hashtag for Facebook and Twitter: The Annual
Conference Facebook group will be used during the
Annual Conference (visit www.facebook.com/groups/
IGRC2014). This page is different from the IGRC Group
Page. The official hashtag for Twitter is #2016IGRC.
The Current: On the Monday following Annual Conference, IGRC Communications will go into production of
the July issue of The Current, which will provide a wrapup of Annual Conference which may assist clergy and
lay members in making their reports to their congregations. Look for delivery around June 17-18.

Annual Conference: Legislation / Stay Connected / Displays
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FORWARD CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
harm or upholding the Book of Discipline?
Here’s the response guiding me during my 20
years as a Bishop. Do your best to be as grace-filled
leader. If a complaint is filed, do not avoid it, deny
it or make a public scene of it. Administer the
Disciplinary process of supervisory response and
be committed to finding just resolutions. If those
processes do not work, follow the process still even
if it leads to a Committee on Investigation that
leads to a trial.
In my 20-year episcopacy, two complaints have
resulted in trials.
On another note, the “way forward” leads to
my last Annual Conference in the active episcopacy. I look forward to wonderful worship, lifegiving legislation, reports of the church in mission,
snapshots of General Conference from our delegation, the memorial, retirement and ordination service, etc. Finally, I am looking forward to completing the $1 million goal for Africa University.
In our lifetime and beyond it, annually, eight
students will receive scholarship for their education at Africa University when we raise $1 million
dollars. Be prepared to give what it takes to finish
what we started. I am. Dr. Jim Salley, vice chancellor of Africa University, will make that appeal.
With God’s help and education, the abundant life
for the “least of these” comes to fruition.
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton
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Honoring Our Retirees
A total of 31 persons totaling 959 ¾ years of service have retired or will retire at the 2016 Annual Confernece. The retiring class was
invited to be interviewed by video and/or respond to the questions in wirting. The stories on the next several pages reflect those who
were interviewed, but all the following clergy will be recognized at the retiree celebration set for 10:45 a.m. Thursday.

Steven L. Barrow
Glen W. Bocox
Larry Bricker
Carl James Brown
Scott W. Carlson
Jennie Chin
Betty J. Coffey
Danny F. Cox
Robert DeBolt
Ronald G. Dickinson

22.25 years of service
43 years of service
10.25 years of service
32.25 years of service
40 years of service
10.5 years of service
32 years of service
43 years of service
14 years of service
40 years of service

Janet E. Eggleston
Gary L. Ford
Sally R. Hamon
Kenneth L. Harris
Dan P. Harry
Debra M. Horvath
David L. Huff
Michael D. Mayfield
Robert J. McKelvey
Carl S. Mesiti
Stephen L. Palmer

Steven
Steven L.
L. Barrow
Barrow
I started out working with youth and for me, working with young
people and seeing them accept the Lord is the strongest reward I can
received. Losing my father when I was 7 years old, there were a lot of
other people that filled in that role and I feel that is what God has called me to in my
ministry.
The advice I received when I took the Course of Study was if you got into the pulpit,
you are not alone. You aren’t the first person to share that particular Scripture or
particular message. Rather, you are part of a link to others. You are adding to the Word
that has been shared before.
I plan to continue my ministry in retirement. I see we are losing quite a few to retirement this year. I feel as long as I am able, God continues to give me new opportunities
to serve. This last year was one of the most rewarding in my ministry.

Bocox
Glen W.
Bocox

Larry Bricker
For me, the rewards and joys of ministry came when I finally answered God’s call to ministry. The joy has come from watching members of the congregation grow in Christ’s love and sharing that love by
reaching out to others around them. I would advise new pastors is to remember that
your people have been issued their own gifts and talents. So love your people, listen to
their needs and then work together with your congregation to make new disciples for
Jesus Christ.
About 10 years ago, I was covering for another pastor who was out of town and a
lady in that congregation was getting ready to become a mother for the first time. Due
to difficulties she was experiencing, the doctors were going to induce labor the next
morning, and would I come and pray with her and her husband before the procedure. I
arrived early, had prayer and we chatted until the procedure started. After several false
alarms, the couple kept telling me that I could go anytime I needed to go. It happened
that it was July 4 and my wife and I had plans for dinner and then attending the fireworks display. I left only to be called about 7 p.m. that the couple had a baby boy. We
got to see a new baby that July 4, but we never got to see any fireworks.

Carl
Carl(Jim)
(Jim)Brown
Brown

Scott W. Carlson
Scott Carlson

38 years of service
43 years of service
24.75 years of service
39 years of service
39 years of service
11.25 years of service
26.5 years of service
31.75 years of service
24.75 years of service
24 years of service
43 years of service

Daniel E. Powers
Raymond D. Radae
James W. Reed
Nancy E. Ribes
James H. Ruberg
H. Edwin Snow
Chester E. Travis
Edward R. Weston
Fred White
L. Dale Wilfong

45 years of service
27.75 years of service
16 years of service
14 years of service
38.75 years of service
41.25 years of service
33.75 years of service
42 years of service
39.5 years of service
29.5 years of service

Jennie
Jennie Chin
Chin
When I began in ministry, I had lived all my life in a larger community, but I got a taste of small town living when I moved to my first
appointment.
I knew from my tradition we were to go visit people. I had five churches at once
and the visiting helped me to become acquainted with everyone. Some even had their
friends call me.
My advice to those starting their ministry is to not be afraid. Let yourself be known.
People want to know you and in the process, you get to know them.
When I was trying to get well and was at the nursing home, people would come. They
would say, “Well, we didn’t go to church today,” and I would tell them, “Yes, you did.
You came and visited me.”

J. Coffey
Betty Coffey
There have been many great things about being in ministry as a
church pastor. There have been wonderful people, places and memories
of those who allowed me to share in their lives. Seeing live touched
by God’s love and to see people grow in faith and mission is a joy. Watching people
discover their gifts and enjoy using them is a privilege. My life has been strengthened
by walking alongside those who have gone through challenges and hardships, and they
continue to walk in faith and emerge stronger people.
I have valued both the local church and the connectionalism of The United Methodist Church. Relationships, ministry and mission have been enhanced through all of
those experiences. I have had the opportunity to meet people and see God at work in
numerous ways. From Wesley Village and Chaddock all the way to Africa University
and Liberia, I see God at work around the world.
My best advice to new pastors is: remember your call. Stay grounded in Scripture and
prayer. Value your best relationship and do not neglect them. Stay in touch with the
changing world. Do ministry in the context in which you live. Be strengthened by Jesus’
words, “Love one another as I have loved you.”

Danny
Cox
Danny F.
Cox
Among my greatest rewards in ministry are the people, although
I sometimes joke what a great world, or church, we would have if we
just didn’t have people. It is not true at all. Ministry has given me the
privilege of knowing thousands of people throughout the world. Different types and
personalities of people I never would have otherwise known outside my little world
and comfort zone. People that have influenced me just by being who they are and how
they work out their own discipleship. Ministry has also placed me with people during
their most important times in their lives – birth of a child, weddings, illness, their grief,
funerals. That is a sacred privilege.
I also appreciate the Annual Conference. I remember hearing older ministers say
that the Annual Conference was their church and I was highly skeptical. How could we
be a church when we only meet a few times a year and much of that is superficial and
posturing? Yet when I joined the Conference, United Methodist pastors are no longer
members of a local church but are members of the conference, and they mentored me,
introduced me and accepted me. Within a few years, I was honored by them with the
Harry Denman Evangelism Award, election a delegate to General and Jurisdictional
conferences and co-chair of the Order of Elders.
The church has changed me. I was and remain an introvert. But I have gradually
learned being a pastor is not about me but taking the initiative to reach out to people.

Annual Conference Honoring Our Retirees
I think the biggest reward of ministry is being there for people in
times of crisis, death and marriage. Ministering to people to let them
know that someone cares for them. I love to pray with people. I want
them to know that I care enough not to put them off by not telling them I will keeping
them that I will keep them in my prayers, but praying with them on the spot no matter
where we are.
I think it is consistent with the advice I would give anyone entering the ministry,
“Love your people to death and give them Jesus.”
I saw this when I preached a salvation message and giving an altar call, an elderly
lady came up to me after the service and gave me the longest, hardest, biggest bear hug
and said she had been waiting for 40 years to hear a sermon like that. I thought she
wasn’t going to let go.
My wife and I plan to locate in retirement in Metamora where we own our home. I
light-heartedly said I want to be closer to my aging wife, my aging parents and my aging grandkids.
Do pastors really ever retire? My heart is in preaching Jesus and teaching His salvation message, so I anticipate I will be pastoring a local church somewhere in retirement.

It feels good to have led a congregation through a time of transformation
from being to “self-serving” and inwardly focused to becoming much more
mission minded, outward reaching and “other serving.” This has been my
experience at Pekin Grace UMC over the past 14 years. I credit having a
long-term pastorate and the conference resource of the Re-Vision process
(now MAP) and the leadership of Mike Crawford.
While the most visible result has been the 26,000 square foot additional,
the greatest grown was coming to the consensus that, as a local church, we
are to a physical, social and spiritual resource in our community, serving
and seeking ways to connect human needs with God’s grace.
To persons beginning their ministry: make it a priority to work diligently at making friendships with your colleagues in ministry. The intinerant system is effective for
pastoral deployment; but reassignment can be challenging for families.
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Ronald G. Dickinson
My life has been greatly enriched by relationships. The love, concern,
growth, service, guidance, knowledge and experiences of people have
been a huge reward. People I have ministered to have also ministered to

me.
My wife is a history keeper in photos. As I look at the faces and places and experiences with people in our churches, I see a ministry lifetime of discipleship of people.
Jesus said that the greatest commandment is to love. So my advice to those beginning
ministry is to love. Love God. Love others. The minister is no exception to following
this advice. Love people. Pray for people. If you cannot feel the love, then pray and
pray and pray some more. The Holy Spirit is still the guide for all we do, both laity and
clergy. Clergy lead by example so be a holy example following God’s Will, Word and
Way. Begin and end with love. Posture yourself for God’s surprises. There is no end to
the power and possibilities of God.
My plan in retirement is to not make too many plans. I want to be open to daily leading of God to what God is calling me to do. With that being said, I want to spend more
time with family and friends. More time cooking, bicycling, hiking, canoeing will be
some of my choices.

Janet
Janet E.
E. Eggleston
Eggleston
One of the greatest rewards for ministry came in realizing my call to
local church ministry. About 10 years into my ministry, I served as a
chaplain and practically all of my ministry was responding to crises. I
encountered people for short periods of time and there was always a crisis. I discovered
what I missed most was being with people in the wholeness of their life.
I enjoy working with people and churches going through transitions, helping them to
begin to have a new vision for their ministry.
The story that I remember is when I was taken in to a new church, I was told by the
pastor-parish committee that while they were open to having a woman pastor, there
was one woman that was absolutely opposed to it and threatened to leave. It so happened that she was going to be my neighbor.
When I got there, I found out that this active woman had resigned all her positions.
However, on Moving Day, this woman brought over a bowl of potato salad.
While the woman was there the first Sunday, I wasn’t able to establish eye contact
with her and slipped out the back.
On the second Sunday, she wasn’t there but I still had her bowl so I made a visit to
return the bowl. The visit led to a wonderful conversation where the Holy Spirit was
working. While I could have argued the Scripture, I shared my own reluctance to answer the call and how God kept working on me. That conversation hit a cord with her
and she once again was able to re-join the community of faith.

The people and the places are the greatest rewards of my ministry.
And I would say the surprises that come from stressful times when
people provide the support and strength that you normally wouldn’t

The memorable stories all kind of run together. I had a wedding one time in which
the couple moved up the dates because the bride’s father had cancer. At the end of the
wedding, the father said, “You know, I want to be baptized!” So we had both a wedding
and a baptism all in the same day and the same hour.
The advice I would give someone starting out in ministry is what I say every Sunday
as part of the benediction: “Remember you are beloved Children of God.” The other
part of it is that your help just may come from the place you least expect it. Keep your
eyes open for the surprises!
Retirement? I am going to retire? I am going to be part of a new parish incorporating the leadership in three churches and working with full and part-time local pastors
to help their ministries grow and expand.

Kenneth L. Harris
As I reflect on our ministry, I need to say that it wasn’t just my ministry because Renee and I were in ministry together. There are many
experiences in which we were able to enter into persons’ lives and journey with them. I also enjoyed the times when I was able to lead persons to Jesus Christ
and to teach in Bible studies. I have felt that I was able to help people experience God’s
presence in their life, even when going through crises.
One of the stories that stands out is a 5-year-old boy who was on life support after
being in an auto accident. I stayed at the hospital with the family for three days and
ministered to them while they made the decision to donate his organs to save other
children’s lives.
My advice to those beginning their ministry would be to have someone you can talk
to about what is going on in your life. Being involved in a covenant group is important
for support and in the giving and taking of advice.
We are moving to the Ransom area in the Vermilion River District where we will find
a church and get involved in it. Who knows? Maybe we will be asked to help other pastors in one way or another. I enjoy building and flying RC planes and training horses.

Dan
Dan Harry
P. Harry

Debbie M. Horvath
Debbie Horvath

Gary L. Ford
Our deepest treasures are the ongoing personal relationships and
friendships among the people we’ve served. Claire and I have been
privileged to share ministry with devoted lay people everywhere we
have been appointed. Having people trust you with their most intimate moments, in
times of birth and death, in occasions of spiritual awareness and self-discovery; and
being present to provide openness to the love and grace of Jesus Christ, is powerful and
humbling.
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Michael D. Mayfield
Michael D. Mayfield
My call to ministry was made to ministry in small churches
and that is the way it has worked out. Being with every day, real
folk and being a part of their journey and experiencing life’s
up’s and down’s and being there with them and they with us has been the most
rewarding aspect of ministry. To see persons called into a deeper walk of faith in
Christ.
Early in our ministry, we were young and poor, one of the churches gave us a
“pounding,” where you get a pound of this, or a pound of that and they literally
stock the kitchen and refrigerator for you. It underscores just how loved and
cared for we have been and we have tried to reciprocate that love and care.
Another special moment was when our three children came to know Christ
as their Lord and Savior, and particularly, our daughter Sara, receiving a call to
ministry at Beulah Camp and watching her ministry unfold.
Our ministry can only come out of our relationship with Jesus Christ and as
an extension of our own growth and maturing through the sanctified work of the
Holy Spirit. My advice to beginning pastors is to center your life in prayer and
in Scripture and being present to God to allow the Spirit to work in you.

Robert J. McKelvey
Ministry is all about relationships. In the course of my ministry, I have had the privilege to see persons of all ages present
themselves for baptism and church membership.
At one of my appointments, an elderly man asked me on one of my first Sundays if we’d be getting out of worship in an hour that day.
I responded, “No. We are having Communion (which normally runs 65 to 70
minutes long).”
“I have been coming here for more than 40 years,” he replied. “We always get
out in an hour.”
“Not while we have Communion,” I said. “It takes a little longer.”
I knew his story was not totally accurate. I had been told that he would attend
Sunday School with his wife then go sit in his truck in the parking lot while she
went to worship alone. I continued to speak to him every Sunday morning at the
restaurants in town during the week.
Several months turned into a year when I noticed he began attending worship,
even on Communion Sundays but would not partake of the sacrament.
Several more months passed, before he started to come forward with his wife.
It was obvious that he didn’t want to receive Communion, so I would extend my
hand to give him a blessing. The next month, God moved and when he came
forward and took the bread and cup.
God was at work in his life. I got the chance to watch it happen.

CarlS.S.
Mesiti
Carl
Mesiti
One of the greatest rewards for me is how The United Methodist Church has embraced me in ministry. I was a transplant from
another denomination and I have so appreciated the collegiality and fellowship. It is a choice I made several years ago to come to the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference and I have enjoyed every bit of it.
My first sermon in ministry was Easter Sunday 1993. It was before I became a
United Methodist, I was preaching on the Resurrection of Jesus Christ and that
Jesus burst from the tomb, the stone was rolled away not to let Jesus out but to let
people in to see.
Just as I said, “Jesus burst forth from the tomb,” a roof panel in the back row
fell right on top of a little old lady and knocked her out.
The advice I would give someone starting out in ministry today is to open and
honest with yourself. Realize that you are called by Almighty God and God will
equip us for the journey. Trust and invest in your fellow colleagues. They bring a
great wealth of knowledge and experience to the table and you do, too. So connect. Be part of the connection. Don’t be a lone ranger.

Stephen
Stephen L.
L. Palmer
Palmer
A story that stands out in my mind is the time I sat with a
friend and his wife as they received news from the doctor that
his illness was terminal. We talked about his service in World
War II and how he had served in the Cavalry fighting against Germany and Hitler and how that was a part of the victory. This new battle he was facing looked
like one that he was not going to win.
We cried together as we shared in his news. I could cry with him and his wife

because he was a friend and we were going to face the battle together.
When I have talked about experiences with persons in the congregation, I
have usually described them as friends and not just a member of the congregation. I would advise new pastors to become friends with your congregations.
Give yourself to them. Become a pastor who cares for his flock. Do not be the
hireling who is paid to do a job. Become the shepherd who cares.
My wife and I plan to move to the Mattoon area to enjoy all our grandchildren
and to be helpful to our daughter and son-in-law as they care for their children
who have had health issues.

Daniel
DanielE.E.Powers
Powers
There is a verse where Jesus says, “anyone who has left house,
brothers, sisters, mother, father, children…for me and for the
Good News will receive a hundred times more houses, brothers,
sisters, mother, children…” (Mark 10:29-30) To me that has always meant itinerant ministry is more about addition than subtraction.
Yes, we give up many attachments to people and places by moving around so
much but we gain even more. I have found it so. I have friends in many places I
would never have known if not for the ministry. For that I am forever grateful.
I always hated public speaking, or more truthfully, feared it, but my home pastor, Robert R. Smith once told me, “If you have something important to say, God
will help you find a way to say it.” For 45 years, God always has, because there’s
nothing I can think of which is more important to say than the Gospel.
My only advice to new pastors would be to enjoy it while you can, because
it goes by way, way too fast! It seems like only yesterday when I started and in
some ways, I would be happy to begin again.
Barb and I will be moving to the St. Louis area to be near one of our children’s
family. I will probably try to write more – devotions, prayers – perhaps in a blog.

Raymond D.
D.Radae
Radae
Raymond
In February 2015, I was diagnosed with non-Hodgkins lymphoma and was not able to serve the Edinburg and Stonington
congregations for six months. During this time of recovery from
surgery, a stroke and chemotherapy treatments, there was very little I could do
for myself.
Parishoners from both churches took over my care. They made sure I had
my daily medication, breakfast every morning, washed my clothes, cleaned my
house, changed my bedding, provided transportation to and from my doctor’s
appointments, provided meals around the clock every day, sent cards, visited me
while I was in the hospital and home, sent flowers and helped me out in any way
they could I also take with me a new and more personal relationship with Christ.
One day, I was sharing with a parishioner that I didn’t deserve all the kindness and love that had been shown to me by my two congregations during my
convalescence. “If it was us you would be there for us. You have always been here
for us; now it is our turn to return the favor and be there for you,” she said.
My advice to new pastors are to love your people. You don’t have to be a great
preacher or leader. All you have to do to have a successful ministry is to love
your people and to be there for them when they need you.

James W. Reed
James W. Reed
The rewards I take into retirement is the ability to reach out to
people and see lives changed. God is still at work even in retirement.
A memorable story comes from White Chapel UMC. I was preaching a sermon and there was a young Asian woman sitting in the pew and moving from
one end of the pew to the other, back and forth again and again. After the service
I went down to talk to her and found out that Jesus had entered her life for the
first time and she was scared and didn’t know to do. It was a wonderful opportunity to see God at work in that little country church.
I started being a lay speaker when I was 15 and started traveling once I got
my driver’s license. Although I was encouraged by others to enter the ministry,
I continued as a lay speaker for 32 more years because I didn’t hear God calling
me into full-time ministry. Finally, the call came and I responded. It is important to be patient and wait for God’s time.
I plan on traveling in retirement. I have made some wonderful friends in
Arkansas. There are many wonderful opportunities for ministry. I also want to
spend more time with the family, particularly my grandchildren.
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I know that while I was serving others, the Lord was serving me. God worked with me on earth and equipped me from
heaven. And no matter how painful sometimes my service was, it
was not wasted. God built my character as God built God’s church. That is a lasting reward to me. I take a deep sense of joy and the privilege of serving God in
this way and helping others come to know Jesus Christ and live for Him.
I believe that one mark of my ministry has been missions. At Course of Study
School, I was voted the person in my class most likely to be in mission. While
at Mt. Olive, we started “messy church” – a mini Vacation Bible School that ran
every Wednesday evening. The first year we had 13-15 regularly and it grew to
25-30 in the second year and ended up with more than 50 each week.
We are called to live for others. Ministry is not just another way to make a
living; it’s a wonderful opportunity for making a life – one lived for others. Don’t
ever let your work become routine and dull – a sensitive spirit and tender heart
are absolutely essential so you don’t become calloused. God has called us to do
something. We can’t do everything, but we can all do something.

James H.
H.Ruberg
Ruberg
James
The ministry has brought many adventures in directions that I
had not anticipated. In each appointment, I had opportunities to
meet people who became genuine inspirations to me.
In Momence, I heard someone pay me a compliment, saying, “Jim treats everyone the same.” I took that to mean that I did my best not to play favorites. With
poor or rich, young or old, black, white or Hispanic, my aim was to treat others
as I wanted to be treated.
My advice to new pastors is: preach the Gospel and show that you enjoy the
people and places where you are appointment.
My plans in retirement is to have plenty of time for play dates with my five
grandchildren.

H. Edwin Snow
H. Edwin Snow
One of the greatest rewards of ministry has been seeing Christ
incarnated in the lives of so many people – women and men,
children, adolescents and adults – doing amazing and sacrificial
acts for others, often anonymously or in ways that seemed to flow naturally out
of who they were. Belief has not come easily throughout my life, and such people
– inside and outside the church – have made God real to me in ways I still find
scintillating.
A central part of the whole Biblical narrative is reconciliation. I hope that it has
also been a mark of my ministry. As a global human community and as a church,
we have inherited a legacy that is tortured and tangled in many respects – and we
have a mixed record, in our own time, when it comes to untangling that legacy
and bringing healing and justice to those who have been most hurt by it.
In congregations in the IGRC where I have served and in the boarding school
communities and cities outside the IGRC where I have served (Chattanooga
and Boston) since 1989, I have had the opportunity to develop deed and strong
relationships with a diverse community. I have always been drawn to boundarycrossing relationships and felt a strong calling to be an agent of reconciliation.

Chester E.
E.Travis
Travis
Chester
Looking back at my ministry, the rewards have been many.
What really stands out are the relationships that have been built
with both laity and clergy. Each church I served provided me
with loving, caring people who were willing to welcome me into their lives and
hearts, to share their joys and special moments.
I also feel greatly rewarded by my trips to the Czech Republic with mission
teams to teach English to our sister churches there. While we were teaching them
to speak English, they were teaching us about God’s love.
The story that stands out in my ministry began when I attended the 1990
United Methodist Women’s School of Christian Mission. I had returned to the
ministry after living in Chicago for 11 years and was using this experience for
continuing education. However, it was there that something even better happened as I met Lynn, who would become my wife four months later.
My advice to those beginning ministry is to always make time for yourself and
family. Don’t be tied to your office. Get out and exercise and play. Family time
is just as important as church time and probably a lot more fun that going to

another committee meeting.
Lynn and I have built a house in Galva where I look forward to completing my
workshop, golfing and fishing.

EdwardR.
R.Weston
Weston
Edward
The greatest reward in ministry has been the nurturing of
my faith through so many gifted and committed laypersons
who were willing to share their faith and do whatever it takes to
building God’s kingdom. Those relationships continue to bless me in the body of
Christ.
I think one of the things that I point to about my ministry is how I have been
able to use my business degree and my master’s degree in business within the
church. In seminary, there were those who made fun of my background and
these are the same folks who years later asked for my help with budgeting and
financing. God has used this gift at every church I have served.
My advice to those starting in ministry is to love the people regardless. Pick
your battles carefully. Don’t get embroiled in fights over the color of the carpet.
There are only so many bullets in your gun; don’t waste them on trivial items just
to prove that you are in charge. Also, take time in hiring the right staff. It is easier
to do without staff than it is to dismiss the wrong person.
Believe it or not, my immediate plans in retirement are to go to Disney World
next week with most of our children and grandchildren. I will be working for
Preachers’ Aid Society as my wife doesn’t want me around the house that much!

FredWhite
White
Fred

Dale
Wilfong
L. Dale
Wilfong
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Closing Churches
Five churches have completed their mission and have either closed or will be closing following the 2016 Annual
Conference. In honoring the ministries of these five churches, attempts were made to provide a brief history of each
church that will be honored during the Trustees Report on Friday morning. Several of the congregations provided those
histories and are printed below and the pages that follow.

Hallidayboro

The Hallidayboro UMC, formerly United Brethren,
was built in 1912 by the Muddy Valley Mining Co., who
was the sole owner of all the property in town. Mine
Superintendent James Forrester hired the carpenters and
chose the size and design of the building. The total cost
of the church was $1,611.42, which included freight $9.75; materials -$1,101.38; and labor $500.29.
The Ladies Aid raised $41.35, donations from
the community amounted to $437.34, and the mine

company donated $532.72, plus
the lot, sized 250 x 500 feet.
The Mine Superintendent then
billed the church for $600. No
records exist to prove that this
debt was ever re-paid to the coal
company.
Mine Superintendent
Forrester located a bell at an
abandoned Baptist Church in
Murphysboro and paid $25 for
it. Willis Eatoh, the first church
treasurer, and other members
of the church, hauled it to
Hallidayboro with a horse and
wagon, where it was heisted to
the belfry and installed.
The need for a church was realized after Rev. G.
W. Patrick conducted a revival in the south end of the
school house, around 1910 or 1911. Before our church
was built, the closest place to worship was the Light
House Baptist Church, so named because it was framed
with green lumber, and before it was covered with
weather boards, light shined through the cracks from the
kerosene lights at night. To get to this church, travel was
by horse and buggy, or on foot, nearly a mile as a crow

flies, southwest of town.
At our church's peak, the membership was recorded
at 108. The town's population was over 600. The mine
closed in 1924, and then the Depression hit. When
World War II came along, work was available for the
war effort and many moved away. Even then, the church
membership remained around 45 to 50.
This church has had a long succession of ministers,
some great and some who struggled to keep the congregation together. Hallidayboro and Vergennes were
under the same charge from 1912 until 1996. Then Faith
and Wesley churches merged in Vergennes, and Hallidayboro was on its own until August 2000, when Elkville
and Hallidayboro formed a new charge. Prior to its closing June 30, 2015, Hallidayboro was yoked with DeSoto
and Vergennes Wesley UMC’s.
The main church area size has remained the same;
however, over the years a basement was constructed,
modern heat and cooling replaced the pot-bellied stove
in winter, and open screened windows on hot summer
nights.
The original trustees were E.A. Spiller, W. R. Carter,
Willis Eaton, Luther Walters, and Albert Halstead.
(Adapted from the church’s 2001 history compiled by Bob
Hartsock)

Granite City Good Shepherd UMC
In 1957, the Illinois Conference of the Evangelical
United Brethren Church was assigned the responsibility of building a church in Glenview Subdivision of
Granite City. The assignment came from the Comity
Commission of the Illinois Council of Churches, an
interdenominational committee which promotes the
most efficient location of mission churches by several
Protestant bodies in Illinois.
Acting through its Board of Missions and Council
of Administration, the Conference accepted the assignment with missionary concern. Early in 1958, a building site consisting of 2 1/3 acres on National Avenue
was purchased from George Willaredt with the cost of
the site and its improvements being more than $13,000.
The cost was paid with funds raised by the aggressive
EUB Men for Missions program of the Illinois Conference EUB Men. A contract was also signed for the
purchase of a parsonage at 2317 Wilson Avenue.
The Rev. B. L. Byran, his wife Erma and three children
became the first parsonage family as Rev. Byran was appointed by the Annual Conference in June 1958. The parsonage
basement served a temporary meeting place for the new
congregation. The first served was held Sunday evening, Aug.
24, 1958 with 10 persons present, including the five members
of the parsonage family. The first Sunday School session was
Sept. 14 with 26 present. Sunday School enrollment grew to
100 with a peak attendance of 70.
On Dec. 21, 1958, 20 persons became charter members
of the congregation as Good Shepherd Evangelical United
Brethren Church has been selected the week before. A building committee was appointed and ground breaking ceremonies were held July 19, 1959 and a cornerstone was laid Dec.
13, 1959. The church was dedicated March 6, 1960 under the
leadership of Rev. Byran, Dr. Landis as district superintendent and Bishop Harold Heininger. Total cost of the building
was $44,500.
In 1968, the Evangelical United Brethren Church
merged with the Methodist Church to become The United
Methodist Church.

A new building was completed on Easter Sunday
1906. The church changed its name to Venice First
Methodist Church on May 10, 1940.
On Feb. 22, 1948, the church was destroyed by fire
and on March 21, 1954, a dedication of a new building
was held.
In 1979, Venice First and Granite City Dewey
Ave. shared a pastor before merging with Granite City
Good Shepherd UMC on Nov. 1, 1982.

The merged congregation

On Nov. 1, 1982, Venice First UMC and Good Shepherd
UMC merged at a special charge conference presided over by
Rev. Dr. Donald Lowe, East St. Louis District Superintendent
of the Southern Illinois Conference. Rev. John Read was the
pastor. A total of 25 of the 47 members at Venice First joined
the newly-merged congregation which kept the name Good
Shepherd and continued to worship at the National Avenue
location.

Venice First UMC

The Venice congregation had been organized in 1863 by
Rev. Asa Snell with a church building erected on Old Rock
Road (now Broadway) in 1875. The church was known as
Union Methodist Church. The church, which drew its members from the community and area farmers, burned in 1880
and a new one-room frame building was built on the same
site.
During an 1892 flood, the church building was severely
damaged and under water for five weeks. On June 7, 1903,
the Merchants Bridge levee broke and the force of the water
destroyed the church, carrying it several blocks away. Only
the 1887 steeple bell was salvaged.

In 1984, the church celebrated 25 years with a
membership of 166, average weekly worship of 85 and
45 in Sunday School. The church had both a sanctuary
and a junior choir, women’s group, men’s group and
a large UMYF group. An annual bazaar was held in
November, monthly potlucks and other dinners and
fundraisers were held. The church also had softball
and volleyball teams and generally was a church that enjoyed
being together.
In 1988, under the ministry of Rev. John Davis, the
church added an addition to the original church in which
a nursery, Sunday School room and two offices were added
along with a kitchen that would seat up to 100 people. In
2005, the parking lot was enlarged.
In 2000, the church began participating in the Granite City Breakfast Ministry and Meals of Love which serve
meals to the disadvantaged in the community. In 2007, a new
lighted sign was erected and in 2008, the mortgage on the
church addition was paid off.
In 2008, during the interim pastorate of Rev. Gary Mosimann, Good Shepherd and Granite City Dewey Ave. UMC
began sharing a pastor.
On Nov. 14, 2015, the church voted to discontinue
effective June 1, 2016. The building is being used by a Love
Outreach Fellowship ministries and several of the remaining
members are attending services there.
(Adapted from a bulletin of the church’s 50th anniversary
celebration Sept. 20, 2009)

The Stockland UMC had its beginning with several
different Bible school classes held in various farmhouses
throughout rural Stockland Township. These first Bible
schools were spoken of as “classes” or “societies”.
One such society was organized in 1892 by Miss Isabelle
Taylor, who lived with her sister, Mrs. Jennie Taylor Sumner.
Weekly services were held in a vacant farm house on the
Samuel Nolin, Sr. land in 1892. The new church building was
erected in 1893 by Contractor Samuel Shaner on the west line
of the Jesse Sumner land about two miles north of Stockland.
The Crabapple Methodist Episcopal Church was soon in use
where it remained for about 12 years.
In the spring of 1903
Rev. William Benjamin, who
was pastor of the WellingtonPleasant Hill Circuit, organized a Sunday School in the
Stockland Town Hall. Rev.
Benjamin conducted services twice a month during
that summer. In the fall of
the same year, Pleasant Hill
and Stockland were united
through the sharing of a pastor. (This arrangement continued until the Pleasant Hill
church disbanded in 1963.)
Sometime during 1903, a board of trustees was elected
and authorized by the district superintendent to conduct services under the auspices of the Methodist Episcopal Church
of America. Services continued in the town hall until 1905
after which the Crabapple group merged with the Stockland
group. After a basement was dug, the Crabapple Church
was moved to Stockland and put on its present foundation
in 1906. The dedication service of the Methodist Episcopal
Church was conducted on September 16, 1906.
A major remodeling of the church was done in 1923.
Changes were made in the heating, the seating, and a kitchen
was built at the north end of the basement. The altar and
seats were changed to face the opposite end of the building.
The steeple was removed and steps were built at the front entrance. After these renovations were completed the Stockland
Methodist Church was re-dedicated on August 26, 1923.
During the Depression years, little was done to the
church. Then in 1943 the sanctuary was again changed and
the altar was placed at the north end. At this time, the bell
tower was removed, and the bell was mounted on a large
cement block on the east side of the building. New cement
steps were also built at the front entrance.
In 1953 new pews and pulpit furniture were installed
with funds raised as a result of a food tent project at the
Iroquois County Fair. The proceeds from the fair project that
continued through 1979 provided money for mission projects
and church improvements throughout the years.
In 1963 a new educational building, an annex to the
church, was built. It was dedicated on April 21, 1963, by
Bishop Edwin Voigt. The annex consisted of four classrooms
upstairs and a large dining room and kitchen on the ground

floor. Several other improvements to
the church have taken place throughout the years. In 1986 carpet was
laid in the dining room of the annex.
New glass doors were installed at the
entrance to the annex and sanctuary in 1988. In March of 1989, Ruth
Parrish had the stained glass windows
that were located at the north end of
the church restored and placed at the
front of the sanctuary in memory of
her late husband, George Parrish.
Improvements to the church
building and for missions were funded by the hard work of congregation
members who ran the food tent at the county fair for many
years. Other financial support came with the early formation
of the Ladies Aid Society. This group was formed soon after
the present church was moved to its current location. One
of the main functions of this group was to provide funds to
furnish and maintain the parsonage. One such fundraiser for
this group was a Fellowship Luncheon held in 1923. They
served 75 people at 50 cents a plate.
Around 1940 the newly
named W.S.C.S. (Women’s
Society for Christian Service)
conducted a monthly silver
tea with a program, musical
selections, and devotions.
During the 1940’s and early
50’s a chicken supper was held
in September and a turkey
supper in January. These
were the chief money-making
efforts of the group along with
selling vanilla and dish cloths.
Eventually the chicken supper
was eliminated, and from
about 1955 to 1991 the turkey
supper in November along
and the serving of the meal at the Stockland High School
Alumni Banquet in April became the chief sources of income
for the society.
By 1979, its name changed again to United Methodist
Women. As the number of ladies attending UMW dwindled,
it was decided to discontinue the turkey supper. The women
proposed to conduct a “Non-Turkey Dinner” every fall where
each member would donate money instead of their time
spent preparing and serving the Turkey Supper. As a result,
an average of $1,200 was raised each fall for several years with
little effort. Eventually the alumni banquet project was discontinued as well. Today, the women continue to organize
funeral dinners.
Throughout the years, this group of women helped keep
the kitchen and dining room fully furnished and paid for
half of the fuel bill and for the water softener for the annex
using the proceeds from their fundraising activities. The
group supported several missions throughout the years which
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included the Christian Children’s Foundation, the Baby
Fold, the Cunningham Home, Chaddock, and other special
projects. Occasionally, the women would also host a Mother/
Daughter Banquet.
The Young Adult Group, which consisted mainly of all
ages of congregation members, conducted a concession/
food stand at the Mowrey Auction Sales. It is estimated that
this group made over $40,000 over a five-year period. They
worked at 22 sales between March, 1996 to December, 2000.
This was another fundraising project in which both the male
and female congregation members participated. Proceeds
from this project helped to sustain the church financially as
the number of active members continued to decrease.
For many years, the church thrived with activities for
all ages—Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, choir, youth
group, parenting and marriage classes, and various group activities for all ages. The Stockland Methodist Church became
well known for conducting its annual Easter Sunrise Service
outdoors. Three wooden crosses were erected near the athletic field of the Stockland elementary school. Participants sat
on make-shift pews consisting of wooden boards laid across
cement blocks or lawn chairs. After the service, everyone returned to the church annex to cook up a delicious breakfast.
At some point, it was decided to establish a scholarship fund
in memory of deceased members. Many church members,
their children, and grandchildren benefitted from this fund
over the years.
The Stockland and Wellington United Methodist congregations began sharing a minister in 1983. Both churches
also participated in joint Vacation Bible School sessions and
choir activities. This joint ministerial appointment continued
until 2002 when the ministerial appointment changed again.
The new charge for the Stockland Church now included
sharing a minister with the Goodwine and Milford Methodist Churches. This appointment lasted until the Goodwine
Church closed in 2011. The Milford and Stockland Churches
continued to share a pastor. In recent years, many members
have passed away while others have moved from the area or
have started attending larger churches. Because of low attendance and dwindling finances, Stockland UMC will complete
its mission June 30, 2016.
(Adapted from the church’s history provided by Penny Cheever)

Thawville UMC

Thawville UMC’s roots are traced back to Spring
1870 when a few neighbors of the what was later named
Willow Grove Schoolhouse, situated about 2 miles southeast of Thawville, met for the purpose of seeing what
could be done in Sunday School work.
A Mr. Isabester preached for the group but his efforts
were in vain, as he was a follower of Emanuel Swedenborg, a Swedish scientist, philosopher, theologian, revelator, and mystic best known for his book on the afterlife,
Heaven and Hell. Church members were equally divided
between Methodists and United Brethren.
A Methodist Sunday School was organized and the
Methodist members in the community succeeded in
getting a Reverend Davis to preach every second Sunday. The United Brethren engaged a Mr. Parks, a local
preacher and farmer, to preach every two weeks.

In 1877, the Methodist people organized a Sunday School for the summer and fall. They persuaded a
preacher “Old Father Hart,” from Del Rey, to preach every
two weeks on Sunday afternoon. He was paid $60 for the
balance of the conference year.
In the fall 1881, Rev. Vivian was appointed to the
Del Rey charge. He was brought to the schoolhouse and
proceeded to gather the little force together and re-started
efforts to organize a church. In March 1883, special meetings were held for three weeks and 17 people were added
to the church greatly encouraging the Society members.
Plans were formed under Revs. Carey McNeil and
C.L. Davenport to purchase the lots in the community. A
foundation and the cornerstone was laid May 11, 1889.
The church was constructed and dedicated debt-free Sept.

THAWVILLE UMC CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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Springfield
Northside UMC

Springfield Northside UMC, which was birthed in 2007 was the result
of two churches that had completed their missions – Trinity UMC and
Wesley UMC.
Its first service was held on Sept. 2 at 2400 N. Grand Ave. East – the
site of the former Wesley UMC – and focused on serving the north side of
Springfield, bringing people into a relationship with Jesus Christ and with
one another.
The church voted to discontinue May 1, 2015 and officially complete
its mission April 1, 2016.

Trinity UMC

The First United Brethren Church or the Charles Black Memorial
United Brethren Church was organized Jan. 26, 1892, at the home of L. E. Sidebottom
with the following listed as charter members – Hugh McCarty, Margaret McCarty, J.M.
Stevenson, Hattie Stevenson, Vina Stevenson, Rosa Stevenson, Eliza Stevenson, L.E. Sidebottom, Alice Sidebottom, Melvin Sexton, Mary J. Sexton, Josie Sexton, W. H. C. Sexton,
Mary Sexton and John Bectel. Rev. L. Field, presiding elder of the Decatur District, supervised the organization of the class.
Rev. Z.F. Hatfield was appointed as the church’s first pastor in September 1892 and it is
believed that services were held in the Universalist ruch.
Rev. H.S. Shaeffer became the pastor in 1893 and near the end of his two-year pastorate, the Church of God was purchased. It was opened in spring 1894 with Bishop Weaver,
Rev. Shaeffer’s father-in-law, officiating.
In spring 1901, under the ministry of Rev. E.H. Shuey, a lot on the corner of Third
Street and North Grand Avenue was purchased and a new church was erected. The cornerstone was laid by Bishop W. M. Bell. Dedication took place Dec. 17, 1902. Total cost of
the building was $6,292 with all of it collected in advance.
During the pastorate of Rev. G. C. Forwood (1925-1936), the church’s educational
building was built for $26,000.
During the 16-year pastorate of Rev. W. H. Ewert (1944-1960), the Evangelical Association joined with the United Brethren denomination to become the Evangelical United
Brethren Church. This period of time also saw the dedication of a new sanctuary which
was dedicated April 13, 1958 with Bishop Harold Heininger and Dr. O. F. Landis, conference superintendent, participating. The mortgage was retired Nov. 26, 1961 under the
pastorate of Rev. Robert Rosebraugh.
Additional land was purchased for parking. Membership in the mid-1960’s peaked
with 339 members, an average of 174 in Sunday School and 128 in morning worship.
In 1968, the Evangelical United Brethren and Methodist denominations united to
become The United Methodist Church. Because this created two “First United Methodist Churches,” members submitted names that they thought would be appropriate for the
merger. Member Marguerite Zimmermann’s suggestion of Trinity was accepted.
Upon closing in 2007, Trinity UMC became the home of Kumler Outreach Ministries,
a social service agency serving Springfield.

Wesley UMC

“We must Christianize these strangers among us or they will paganize us!” was a comment in the 1920 Journal of the Illinois Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
The comment wasn’t directed at a foreign mission field or a large metropolitan center. It

was a comment on Springfield in
the early 1920’s.
More than 10,000 foreign immigrants had moved to Springfield
by 1920. Many of them settled in
the northeastern sections of the
city, primarily in the village of
Grandview, which had become a
mining and industrial center.
Because of the growing concern
about the influence of these new residents, the Methodist Church began plans to establish
a “Church of Good Will” to serve the immigrant settlement.
The story of Wesley Church and Grandview were closely linked for more than 50
years. Ever since the Rev. Philip Armand organized the first Methodist society in the area,
Wesley Church was the center of community activity and service.
Armand came to Springfield when there was a deep suspicion of foreigners. The 1920
Journal reports one of the reasons for the concern: “The dastardly plot recently unearthed
at Springfield to wreck a train and shoot down its passengers in cold blood serves anew
to emphasize the need to work among such misguided groups.” Whether the immigrants
were involved in the train plot was never disclosed. Nevertheless it served as the motivation for building Wesley Church.
The first Wesley Church congregation was uniquely a Springfield product. Plans for
the church were being made at the same time that the city was digging up most of its old
brick streets. Rev. Armand and his flock were able to secure many of these street bricks
for use in their need building, with more than 300,000 of the paving bricks of Springfield
were used to build the church.
The new church soon became a thriving congregation with more than 100 members.
But the Great Depression was devastating to the mining industry and specifically to
Grandview. During those difficult years, Wesley served as a multi-purpose community
center as well as a church. For awhile, the church hired WPA recreation leaders to work
with residents at the church and the Springfield YMCA opened a boy’s club program at
the church.
The emphasis on community continued to be a major focus of the church over its last
40 years. In 1974, a new, $250,000 building was dedicated by Rev. Dr. Paul Sims, who
served as Assistant to Bishop Lance Webb – a facility that continued to do ministry for
more than 40 years.
(Adapted from church histories and news articles provided by the IGRC Archives)
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9, 1889, for $1,868.
In 1902, Thawville decided to hold morning worship
services instead of the afternoon and Rev. J.H. Scott was
sent to the congregation. In fall 1911, through the will of
W.R. Veatch, the church fell heir to his old home property,
located three doors east of the church, which became the
church parsonage.
World War I also had an effect on pastoral leadership.
Rev. R. Homer Gleason came to Thawville in the fall 1914
and left three years later to enter Officer’s Training Camp
at Fort Sheridan, where he was commissioned a lieutenant
in the war.
Gleason was succeeded by W. E. Bradburn who
had just graduated from Garrett Biblical Institute and
was taking his first appointment. During his pastorate,
changes were made to the church’s sanctuary. The balcony
was torn down and a vestibule was added. The walls and

ceiling were covered with decorative metal sheeting.
Bradburn and his wife were talented musicians and during their three years of service, the church grew stronger
and the church enjoyed its first parsonage baby when the
Bradburns celebrated the birth of their two sons while
there.
On Oct. 25, 1935, the parsonage was destroyed by
fire and the pastor moved into the vacant George Maddin
property. Within the year, the church bought the Maddin
property as the new parsonage.
The church needed a Sunday School room and a
place for social activities so the congregation purchased
the former Avoca M.E. Church located north of Fairbury,
where it was dismantled and brought to Thawville. Under
Rev. C.T. Frink, a student at Garrett, was appointed to
Thawville and LaHogue. A new educational building was
completed and wired with the first function being the

church’s St. Patrick’s supper March 17, 1938. However, just
weeks later, Frink was stricken with an incurable disease
and passed away Oct. 24, 1938.
Rev. Frink’s widow, Virginia Frink, who had a local
preacher’s license, took up the leadership some 18 years
before General Conference granted full rights to women
ministers.
In 1940, the Rev. Sheldon Pattison became pastor for
the next year. Pattison would later become District Superintendent of the Decatur District and was a nominee for
bishop.
Roberts was yoked with Thawville in the mid-1940’s.
During the ministry of Rev. Paul Julian DuBois, the
church was redecorated and windows were replaced with
stained glass ones.
(Adapted from church histories written by Henry F. Veatch
in 1911 and a later church history dated 1983)
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Beulah Camp
A 65-year-old dormitory at Beulah Holiness Camp in Eldorado has been torn down and
the foundation of a new dorm has begun.
Workers are using the concrete blocks of the old dorm for the foundation of the new
dorm. The second floor of the old dorm is being utilized for small meeting rooms and
small housing units. During demolition, the roof and floor of the second floor were removed in sections to recycle its use.
Beulah Camp is the site of youth institute (which began in 1932), Bible Camp, Junior High
Alive, Beginning Camp and the intergenerational Beulah Holiness Camp, which began in
1903.
Fundraising efforts for the capital improvements are underway.

Photos courtesy of Rose Straeter

Pulling out all the Stops for

2016 Illinois Great Rivers Conference
Church Organ Network of Effingham, IL, will be providing the
Allen Digital Computer Renaissance Organ, featuring sampled
pipe voices of the greatest Pipe Organs of the World.
Piano Gallery of Peoria, will be providing Yamaha’s newly
designed C6XPE series Concert Artist Polished Ebony Grand
Piano.
Churches, Schools, or Individuals searching for a Church
Organ, Grand or Upright Piano, or Clavinova are invited to
contact Church Organ Network, 902 S Willow, Effingham, IL

217.342.2207
email info@churchorgannetwork.com
or Piano Gallery of Peoria, 4640 N Brandywine, Peoria, IL

309.966.0434,

PianoGalleryofPeoria.com
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Farewell Portland: General
Conference 2016 wraps up
Commission formed to deal with issues of
human sexuality, new hymnal authorized

at the 2012 General Conference. It’s
also an increase over the $599 million
budget proposed to the 2016 General
Conference delegates, which would
have been The United Methodist
Church’s lowest in 16 years.

BY JOEY BUTLER

PORTLAND, Ore. (UMNS) – Believe it or not,
General Conference 2016 spent more than twice as
much time debating a Rule of Order than the hot
topic of human sexuality. After almost three days
of considering an alternative method for discussing
legislation, The United Methodist Church’s top
legislative body referred its most difficult subject –
sexuality — to a study commission and moved on to
other matters.
A move to adjourn at 6:30 every night meant
no late-night sessions and hopefully healthier, less
stressed attendees. During 10 days in Portland,
delegates passed an increased budget, celebrated a
number of church milestones and voted to create a
new version of the hymnal.

Photo courtesy of Roger Ross

Each morning during General Conference, the Illinois Great Rivers delegation gathered at
7:40 a.m. to check in with each other and pray together before the 8 a.m. worship service.
Pictured in the photo clockwise from the lower left are: Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton, Rhonda Whitaker, Kimberly Woods, Carol Sims, Sara Isbell, Andy Adams, Steve Schonert, Bobby
Davis, Sylvester Weatherall, Bunny Wolfe, Larry Weber, Bob Phillips and Randy Robinson.
Not pictured is Roger Ross.

Delegates vote ‘no’ on 44

The first three days of General Conference
offered a live demonstration of just how difficult
following its rules of order can be as delegates
wavered back and forth on using Rule 44, a proposed
group-discernment process to deal with particularly
complicated and contentious legislation such as
sexuality. Ultimately, they voted against it.
The Commission on General Conference
recommended Rule 44 at the request of the 2012
General Conference, which sought an alternative
process to Robert’s Rules of Order for certain topics.

Cold shower for sexuality debate

Late afternoon May 18, delegates voted to accept
the recommendation of the Council of Bishops to
delay a debate on homosexuality at this gathering of
the denomination’s top legislative assembly and let a
proposed commission study church regulations.
“We accept our role as spiritual leaders to lead
The United Methodist Church in a ‘pause for prayer’
— to step back from attempts at legislative solutions

Oppose mascots that
demean Native Americans

Delegates overwhelmingly
approved a resolution calling on United
Methodist agencies to raise awareness
about the harm caused by sports
teams that use mascots or symbols
that disrespect Native Americans. The
Discipleship Committee amended
the petition, deleting language that
UMNS Photo by Mike DuBose would have called on United Methodist
Supporters of full rights for LGBTQ persons in the life of The United Methodist Church, many with groups not to have meetings in cities
their mouths taped shut, stand outside the bar of the 2016 United Methodist General Conference
that have sports teams with such
in Portland, Ore., to symbolize the way LBGTQ people feel they are silenced by the church.
mascots or symbols, which previous
church resolutions contained.
and to intentionally seek God's will for the future,”
said Council of Bishops president Bishop Bruce
Sand Creek Massacre recalled,
Ough in announcing the recommendation.
lamented
The announcement came after news on social
Concerns about legislation were set aside as
media that bishops had been meeting with largedelegates focused instead on a historic tragedy with
church pastors and representatives of special-interest
deep Methodist involvement. The 1864 Sand Creek
groups to discuss possible resolutions to the debate.
Massacre was the subject, and speakers included
Delegates on both sides have mixed emotions to
a historian and descendants of the Cheyenne and
the decision to refer. The bishops’ proposal defused
Arapaho Indian survivors of the attack.
some of the tension, though advocates for change
Mountain Sky Area Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky
held a handful of demonstrations that were largely
had joined the descendants in planning the event,
not disruptive.
the latest effort yet by The United Methodist Church
The bishops suggested they might call a special
to atone for the Sand Creek Massacre. “We’re here to
General Conference in 2018 or 2019 to deal with
listen and to tell the truth,” Stanovsky told delegates.
such proposals, Ough said. Questions about that cost
“We now extend our hand in friendship to the
caused a blip during the May 19 afternoon plenary
Methodist Church,” said William Walks Along,
session.
a Northern Cheyenne descendent of massacre
However, the denomination’s top finance
survivors. “We have developed a measure of trust,
executive offers assurance that the church can pay
respect and honor for each other.”
for the bishops’ plan without altering the 2017-20
general church budget.
The finance agency
estimates a special General
Conference session would
cost $3.39 million for two
days and $4.12 million for
three days. To offset the cost,
Moses Kumar recommends
shortening the 2020 General
Conference by the number
of days used for any special
General Conference session.

Budget passes with
slight increase

General Conference
delegates on May 20 approved
a general church budget
UMNS Photo by Mike DuBose
of $604 million for 2017Representatives of the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes are recognized May 18 at the 2016 United Methodist
2020, a slight increase over
General Conference in Portland, Ore., where delegates received a tutorial on the 1864 Sand Creek Massacre, in which U.S. troops led by a Methodist preacher-turned-cavalry officer attacked unsuspecting Indians.
the $603.1 million approved

General Conference

PORTLAND, Ore. – Members of the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference delegation to the 2016 General
Conference shared their experiences online at the
IGRC website.
Clergy delegates Sara Isbell, Andy Adams, Chris
Ritter, Sylvester Weatherall, Bob Phillips and Randy
Robinson, along with lay delegates Kimberly Woods
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and Steve Schonert have filed posts as action at the
General Conference was unfolding.
To read the General Conference blog, visit: http://
www.igrc.org/authordetail/1306523. Posts are arranged in reverse chronological order, meaning the
most recent writings are at the top of the list.

UMNS Photo by Paul Jeffrey

IGRC Delegation co-chair Sylvester Weatherall (bottom right) participates in a
legislative committee meets May 11. Most of the first week of General Conference is spent in committees and sub-committees, which order the legislative
work for the plenary sessions held in the second week of General Conference.

Judicial Council decisions

Imposing a mandatory penalty during the “just
resolution” process for a clergyperson admitting to
committing a chargeable offense is unconstitutional,
The United Methodist Church’s top court has ruled. A
just resolution “can be an alternative way of handling
chargeable offenses,” but the call “for a specific penalty
in creating a just resolution is also unconstitutional as
it denies the clergyperson the specific right to trial and
appeal,” the council’s decision stated.
The United Methodist Judicial Council May 19
ruled a proposed establishment of a United Methodist
“Standing Committee on Strategy and Growth” funded
by $20 million taken from denominational coffers was
unconstitutional. The court’s decision noted that the
amended petition did not include how the committee’s
membership “is to be determined nor how the $20
million is to be spent,” adding that such a committee also
“cannot dictate the duties, functions or responsibilities of
the general agencies.”
In a May 9 ruling, the Judicial Council declared that
Plan UMC Revised, one of the proposed plans to realign
the structure of The United Methodist Church, “contains
components that fail the test of constitutionality and
components that are, as stated, entirely constitutional.”
Some of the constitutionality concerns were over issues
of authority. Plan UMC Revised would have given new
authority and power to the Connectional Table, a church
coordinating body; realigned the general agencies
and eliminated three commissions. Another potential

problem was how Plan UMC Revised would
have assigned “monitoring and reviewing”
responsibility to the Connectional Table, since
the constitution gives “general oversight” to
the Council of Bishops.

Stirring worship

As the only time the entire global church
is together every quadrennium, General
Conference always features festive and moving
worship services. The opening worship service
began with a drum welcome from indigenous
peoples of the Pacific Northwest and a
cacophony of “alleluias” in many languages.
Every worship service featured sermons
by United Methodist bishops, and a running
theme for the event was to stay humble, serve
others and be the church that Christ wants us
UMNS Photo by Paul Jeffrey
to be. Chicago Area Bishop Sally Dyck urged
Members of the Jefferson Dance Group help celebrate The United Methodist Church's Imagine
United Methodists to do as Pope Francis
No Malaria campaign May 18 at the 2016 United Methodist General Conference in Portland, Ore.
said, Go; learn mercy. Sierra Leone Area
the 200th anniversary of Francis Asbury’s death, the
Bishop John K. Yambasu issued a challenge
250th anniversary of John Street Church in New York
“to dismantle the demons of all sorts of inequalities in
City, the 30th anniversary of DISCIPLE Bible Study, the
our world.” Bishop Ivan M. Abrahams, top executive of
upcoming 25th anniversary of Africa University and a
the World Methodist Council, reminded delegates that
whole day dedicated to United Methodist Women, which
Methodism was founded on a commitment to those on
will soon turn 150.
the margins. “Conference,” he asked, “is this still true
for us today?” On the last day, Bishop Elaine Stanovsky
The May 18 morning session celebrated the Imagine
reminded those attending that “we will not leave divided
No Malaria initiative launched in 2008. The 12-minute
because God is not finished with us yet!”
celebration debuted “Able,” a song commissioned by
Imagine No Malaria as a gift to United Methodists
Presentations, celebrations
across the globe. Jeremy Rosado, a Top 12 contestant on
General Conference 2016 celebrated a few notable
“American Idol,” performed the song for more than 1,000
milestones. They included the 60th anniversary of the
people attending the event.
Methodist Church granting full clergy rights to women,
General Conference turned May 19 to a presentation
and video on the Korean War and on efforts, including
by United Methodists, to bring about peace and
reconciliation on the Korean peninsula. Bishop
Minerva Carcaño, presiding over the afternoon session,
highlighted the small wooden Korean “peace crosses” that
have been part of this General Conference, noting that
they were made in the part of Korea where Wisconsin
Area Bishop Hee-Soo Jung is from.
United Methodists forged new relationships with the
Moravian Church and the Uniting Church in Sweden
as they marked Ecumenical Day on May 17. The United
Methodist Church has approved a “full communion”
agreement with the northern and southern provinces of
the Moravian Church in North America that recognizes
each other’s ministries and encourages witness and
mission work together.
The 2016 General Conference marks the 40th
anniversary of members of the Oklahoma Indian
Missionary Conference being granted voting rights in the
top legislative assembly of The United Methodist Church.
Although recognized as a conference by the 1972 General
Conference, Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference
had voice but no vote until the 1976 General Conference,
which also met in Portland.

New hymnal project gets green light
UMNS Photo by Mike DuBose

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton, second from the right, was among the group of bishops who will be retiring from active service this year and were recognized May 19
by the 2016 United Methodist General Conference in Portland, Ore.

The United Methodist Church is on track to get its
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first new hymnal since 1989, and this one will be
Internet-cloud based and print-on-demand — the
first high-tech hymnal for a mainline denomination.
General Conference 2016 approved on a consent
calendar May 17 a petition authorizing the creation
of a 15-member Hymnal Revision Committee.

Central Conference issues

Africa will get five more United Methodist
bishops, but not before 2020. On May 16, delegates
narrowly defeated an effort to add two bishops

UMNS Photo by Kathleen Barry

The worship service, plenary sessions and committee meetings are translated into several languages. Pictured here is the African central conferences
worship service on May 15 at the Oregon Convention Center.

UMNS Photo by Mike DuBose

IGRC Delegate Kimberly Woods joins in singing at the conclusion of the episcopal address at
the 2016 United Methodist General Conference in Portland, Ore.

immediately, in Nigeria and in Zimbabwe. Instead,
they favored the recommendation of the Standing
Committee on Central Conference Matters to add
five bishops after General Conference 2020.
Delegates approved a petition to create new
provisional central conferences in Rwanda and
Southeast Asia/Mongolia.
During budget deliberations, delegates voted
to add $5 million to double to $10 million the
denomination’s Central Conference Theological
Education Fund, which supports United Methodist
schools, pastors and pastors-in-training in Africa,
Asia and Europe.
For the first time, a member from outside the
United States has been elected president of the
Judicial Council. N. Oswald Tweh Sr., a lay member
from Liberia, will lead the denomination’s top court
for 2016-20.
As Africa University approaches its 25th
anniversary, delegates took a few moments May 16 to
celebrate one of the denomination's high points. “The
university matters because a relevant and holistic

UMNS Photo by Kathleen Barry

Delegates pause for a moment of prayer following the morning discussion and expressions of confusion in the May 12 plenary at the 2016
United Methodist General Conference. From left are Vasylyna Babych
from the Ukraine-Moldava Provisonal Conference and Alexander Pererva
and Alexandr Meinikov from the Southern Russia Provisonal Conference.

education generates a living legacy that changes
everything,” said Munashe Furusa, vice chancellor.
“You and The United Methodist Church have
answered a call to witness through this transforming
ministry.”
A small group of Lumads — indigenous people
of Southern Philippines who have been the target of
cruelty for decades — attended General Conference
and were featured in a video about their plight.

Quick hits

There were a few initial bugs to work through

with the new electronic queuing system, and
delegates had to go “old school” a few times by
waving old-fashioned placards to get the presiding
bishop’s attention, but the system was overall a
success.
When you are a bishop, you’re a bishop all the
way – at least in the U.S. Term limits for United
Methodist bishops got strong support in a May 17
vote at General Conference 2016, but fell short of
the two-thirds majority needed to change the church
constitution, 482 in favor of term limits to 332
opposed. Some bishops outside the United States are
already subject to term limits.
Several petitions of interest to Hispanic-Latino
United Methodists were passed. They included
a resolution against the U.S. embargo of Cuba;
requests for government support for people in the
Puerto Rican island of Vieques who suffer from
chemical pollution and a high rate of cancer that
has been attributed to the U.S. Navy’s former use
of the island as a bombing range; approval of a new
strategy to work with Latin American autonomous
churches; and a request for the liberation of Oscar
López Rivera, a Puerto Rican nationalist and the
longest-serving political prisoner in the Western
Hemisphere, convicted in the United States in 1981
for “seditious conspiracy.”
A petition to withdraw denominational general
agency membership from the Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice was passed, as was a second
petition to remove language supporting the coalition
from the Book of Resolutions. The United Methodist
Church was a founding member of the organization
in 1973, and the United Methodist Board of Church
and Society and United Methodist Women are
currently members.
An amendment offered on May 20 during a
General Conference debate on socially responsible
investing that sought to divest from illegal
settlements on occupied lands failed 559-167.
But delegates adopted a petition on behalf of a
Palestinian village, Wadi Foquin. Delegates chose not
to add a fossil fuels investment screen for the United
Methodist Board of Pension and Health Benefits.
Ann Jacob of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference is surrounded by
other young people as she reads a statement on church unity adopted
by the Global Young People's Convocation and Legislative Assembly. She
presented the statement adopted in July 2015 during the afternoon
plenary May 18 at the 2016 United Methodist General Conference in
Portland, Ore.
UMNS Photo by Mike DuBose
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BY TARA BARNES

PORTLAND, Ore. – Twenty-six deaconesses and
home missioners were consecrated May 16, on
the plenary floor of the United Methodist General
Conference. The group of 26 included Melissa
Iutzi Calvillo of Dallas City, a member of Carthage
First UMC.
Calvillo is a maternal and child health registered
nurse and program coordinator for the Lee
County Health Department.
The newly-consecrated deaconesses and home
missioners come from across the United States
as well as the Philippines. The service was a
culmination of answering and discerning a call to
full-time vocation in lay ministry.

way women could answer their call to mission
and ministry when other roads were blocked.
Although deaconesses were always connected
through the church, they maintained independent and autonomous
work on behalf of
people on the margins
of society. Today, the
Office of Deaconess
and Home Missioner is
one of the few avenues
available for laity called
to ministry.

Deaconesses and home missioners are laywomen and laymen called to be in a lifetime
relationship with The United Methodist Church
in full-time vocation in cutting-edge, servant
ministry. Nearly 200 women and men currently
serve as deaconesses and home missioners in the
United States, and 450 serve in the Philippines.
Around 50 individuals are presently in a discernment process, engaged in a time of listening to
God's call and fulfilling candidacy requirements,
including theology classes.
“I've been in candidacy for about five years but
in formation for this, as it turns out, my entire
life. I can't wait to see what God has in store for
me next!” said Martha Lundgren, consecrated
deaconess.

“These servants before us today have already accepted Christ's invitation into grace, and this relationship compels them out into the community
to proclaim the gospel of grace and salvation in
word and deed,“ said Ester during the ceremony.

“The most important part about consecration is
that I am becoming part of a family of men and
women doing the work of love, justice and service.“
The lay diaconate is a long-standing tradition
in Methodism in the United States. In 1888 the
Methodist Episcopal Church established the Office of Deaconess. Women could not become ordained ministers in The United Methodist Church
until 1968, so becoming deaconess was one

One Great Hour of Sharing will now be known
as UMCOR Sunday. Offerings for the special Sunday,
observed annually on the fourth Sunday of Lent, cover the
United Methodist Committee on Relief ’s overhead. Two
other special Sundays, Women’s Ministry Sunday and
Volunteer in Mission Awareness Sunday — both without
offering — were approved as well.
On May 19, The United Methodist Church sent new
missionaries from 11 countries to serve in16 lands. The
liturgy of commissioning was believed to be the first at a
United Methodist General Conference.
During the May 17 afternoon plenary, delegates
approved calendar items related to the Asian American
Language Ministry Plan, the Pacific Islander Ministry

Harvey's message, “Appropriate Attire Required,“
spoke of the "one size fits all" garment of grace
we all must to wear before we can attend the

As you go, call all
Bishop Cynthia Fierro
Harvey, Louisiana Conference, Bishop Rosemarie Wenner, United
Methodist Church in
Germany, and Bishop
Pedro Torio Jr., Baguio
Episcopal Area in the
Philippines, performed
the consecration and
were joined by United
Methodist Women General Secretary Harriet
Olson, United Methodist
Women President Yvette
Richards, Harris College
President Cristina Mañabat, Regional Missionary
and Deaconess Emma Cantor, Deaconess Clara
Ester and Home Missioner Gary Locklear.

“The deaconess process has been life-changing
and life-fulfilling,“ said newly consecrated deaconess Robin Ridenour. “The most important part
about consecration is that I am becoming part of
a family of men and women doing the work of
love, justice and service.“

Banquet.
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“They hold true to their motto of serving neither
for gratitude nor reward but from gratitude and
love; their reward is that they may serve.“
The Scripture focus for the worship service was
Matthew 22:1-14, the Parable of the Wedding

God's banquet, referring to the parable told in
the Scripture.
“This parable, like all of Jesus' parables, is another
one of those stories of reversal, when the world's
values are turned upside down,“ Harvey said.
“When entering into the story, we are challenged
to come as we are but not stay that way.
“We have each been personally invited to this
banquet. We have been invited and expected to
do something that even the world might not be
expecting. Will we honor the host by taking the
grace-lined garment off that rack and put it on?“
In three stations the bishops, United Methodist
Women and deaconess representatives consecrated the women and men to a lifetime of
Christ-like service under the authority of the
Church. The new deaconesses and home missioners received their scarf-and their mandate.
“The robe is ready for you,“ said Harvey. “There
is one here for each of you. So let's put it on and
dance; because there's a party going on.“
Tara Barnes is editor of Response magazine, the
official magazine of United Methodist Women.

Plan, the National Plan for Hispanic Ministry and the
Korean Ministry Plan as well as Accessibility Grants for
Churches and the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund.
Deacons now have fewer hoops to jump through to
request permission to administer sacraments. A petition
passed that allows deacons to contact their resident
bishop directly to ask for permission. Previously, the
pastor-in-charge or the district superintendent had to
make the request on the deacon’s behalf.
In a May 12 ceremony, before episcopal leaders
from around the globe, Dakotas-Minnesota Area Bishop
Bruce R. Ough was formally installed as president of
the Council of Bishops. Bishop Warner H. Brown Jr.,
outgoing president of the Council of Bishops, “passed the

gavel” to Ough.
A petition calling for a mandatory vote of proposed
legislation sent to General Conference was approved
by a vote of 406 to 361. All petitions submitted to
General Conference “shall receive the vote of a legislative
committee” and all petitions approved by legislative
committees “shall receive a vote by the plenary session at
that year’s General Conference.” Considering how many
petitions weren’t voted on before this General Conference
ended, one wonders if GC2020 will need to last a month.
(Butler is a multimedia editor/producer for United
Methodist Communications)

ILLINOIS GREAT RIVERS

CAMPS FOR SALE
Three camp and retreat properties owned by the
Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The United
Methodist Church offer potential buyers a wide range
of possibilities for use.

Epworth Camp on the outskirts of Louisville, IL, would
serve well as a retreat center, educational facility,
or lovely location on which to build in a peaceful
community.
Jensen Woods Camp is located in the “Golden
Triangle” of Illinois in Brown County, which is known
nationwide for exceptional hunting of white tailed
deer. A lodge, bunkhouse, and A-frame make the
property turnkey ready for business. Timber on the
property offers opportunities for logging and the
wooded setting for camping.

Living Springs Camp
$1,600,000

Epworth Camp
$350,000

CONTACT
Rev. Rick Van Giesen

Living Springs Camp is located just north of
Lewistown, IL. The property includes generous acres of
timber for hunting, RV sites, an all-purpose recreation
building, and a rustic-appearing lodge, all of which
suggest opportunities for development as a hunting
operation, RV park, retreat center, or facility for hosting
receptions and other large group gatherings.

Director of Administrative Services

Illinois Great Rivers Conference
Camping & Retreat Ministries
P.O. Box 19207
Springfield, IL 62794-9207
(217) 529-2132
rvangiesen@igrc.org

Jensen Woods Camp
$3,000,000

TERMS OF SALE

Properties sell “AS IS.”

IGRC’s best kept secret:

Your church has FREE
Current subscriptions!
Due to the faithful payment of apportionments of our churches, free subscriptions
to The Current are available to each IGRC congregation.

The bad news? One-half of those subscriptions go unclaimed!
Pastors: Check the list of subscribers to The Current for your church by visiting
www.igrc.org/subscriptions. Select the District, Church and enter the
church’s six-digit GCFA number.
Print subscriptions are based upon a church’s average worship attendance with
every church guaranteed a minimum of four subscriptions.
Members can also subscribe to the electronic version of The Current and there is no
limit on the number of electronic subscriptions a church may have. Merely send
those names, email addresses and the corresponding church to Michele Willson at
mwillson@igrc.org or by calling Michele at 217-529-3122.

