
A Service to Celebrate the Retiring Class   

Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference  

Friday, June 10, 2022 – 11:00 a.m.  

*Asterisk indicates that the congregation will stand together with heart or posture.  

 

*OPENING SONGS                                                          Worship Team:  Washington Crossroads UMC 

            

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                          Rev. Keith Anderson, PASBF Director 

 

As written in Ecclesiastes, for everything there is a season, 

a time for every matter under heaven. 

It is important and right that we recognize times of passage, of endings and beginnings. 

Today we celebrate the IL Great Rivers Conference Retiring Class of 2022. 

 
(Segment #1 of the Retiree Videos) 

 

Retiree #1: I thank you, colleagues and members of The United Methodist Churches in the IGRC 

for the love and support you have shown us while we have ministered among you. 

Retiree #2: We are grateful for the ways our leadership has been accepted, for the forgiveness 

we received when mistakes were made and for the ability to take with us so many important 

lessons. 

Lay Members: We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and accept that you now leave 

to retire and minister elsewhere.  We express our gratitude for your time among us.  We ask 

your forgiveness for our mistakes.  Your influence on our faith and faithfulness will not leave us 

with your departure. 

Retiree #3: We accept your gratitude and forgiveness trusting that our time together and our 

parting are pleasing to God.  We release you from turning to us and depending on us. We 

encourage your continuing ministry in each of your local churches and pray for the leadership 

Christ is sending you today. 
 

(Segment #2 of the Retiree Videos) 
 

O, God, we celebrate this day of new beginnings:                                            Rev. Keith Anderson 

A time to remember but not leave behind;  

a time to believe what love is bringing; 

a time to seek the new paths we are sure to find.  

We know Christ is alive and goes before us to show and to share what Love can do. 

This is the day of new beginnings. Let us praise God who makes all things new! 

 



SCRIPTURE                                         I John 3:1-3, 18-24 (The Message) 

SERMON                                                             Rev. Jan Ringenberg                             

LITANY OF RECOGNITION OF RETIREES AND THEIR FAMILIES  

The retirees and their families stand as they are able during the litany.  

Bishop:  Brothers and sisters in Christ, you came to us from congregations where the Spirit of the  

Lord was upon you; and you were charged to preach to the brokenhearted, to visit the captive, 

to anoint those who were bruised. These things you have done.  

People:  We thank  God  for  the  community of  the  faithful  in  which  the Word  of  God  found  

response.  Countless persons have depended upon you for help.   In the providence of God, 

you know that both suffering and joy can be God’s way of teaching and healing.  

Bishop:   At your ordination, you received authority to read the Holy  Scriptures in the  Church of  

God, to preach the Word, to celebrate the Sacraments, and to order the life of the Church. At 

your consecration, you received authority to equip the people of God and to embody the 

unity of the congregation’s worship with its life in the world.  At your licensing, you received 

authority to serve the church faithfully, to love its people and to care for each congregation.  

By God’s grace, you did many things that seemed to be beyond your power.  

 People:   We thank God that you were given the vision to be faithful.  Death and illness   have not  

come on schedule. The truth has not always been easy to preach.  We know something of the 

grace by which you have lived, and we thank God for your vision.  

Bishop:   Never think lightly of the great good that God has wrought through you. Continue to be  

true to your calling.  May God’s love and power be with you always.  Let us pray together.  

All:   God of grace, you fill your servants with vision.   You empower your servants with your spirit.   

We give you thanks for the ministry of these women and men, and for the ways in which you 

have ministered to us through them.  Give them a   sense of your abiding presence that they 

may continue to love and serve you, and ever grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, 

in whose name we pray.  Amen.  

PRESENTATION BY THE BISHOP TO THE RETIREES                   Reading the Names:  Rev. Sheryl Palmer  

PASSING OF THE MANTLE  

Bishop:    In the book of Kings we read of the prophet Elijah's ministry.  The mantle, symbolic of 

submission to God, fell upon the younger prophet, Elisha, and the spirit of Elijah rested upon 

Elisha.  

Co-Chair, Order of Deacons:  In the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, our tradition of passing the 

mantle is demonstrated using the symbol of the Lantern (or Light) within the Order of Elders. 



Passing Elder and Deacon:  We transfer this mantle from our generation to the young, 

indicating thereby that the responsibilities and dedication of the older generation will be caught 

up and carried on by the young, and the spirit of today's Elijahs will rest upon today's Elishas. 

Receiving Elders/Deacon:   We who come after you take up the mantle which falls upon us.  May   

      we inherit a double share of your spirit. 

Bishop:    I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which 

     you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 

in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  There is 

one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in all.   

(Ephesians 4:16)  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING        

Bishop: May the road rise up to meet you. May the wind be always at your back. May God hold 

you until we meet again.  So, there is a time for movement, new adventure, fields of 

service not yet touched. With love, we send you forth in the heritage of John Wesley 

warmed by the blaze of the Holy Spirit.  May the world be your parish to get fired up. 

Retirees:  Thank you for the blessings that come with age, for all the beautiful memories to cherish, 

for the wisdom that comes through experience, for the freedom that is given with 

retirement, and for the everlasting commitment as we follow Jesus Christ. 

People:   We pray that this would be a new beginning.  May your vision be renewed and your hope 

continue to grow by the power of the Holy Spirit! Go into the world and respond to the 
love of Christ in all you do.  Amen! 

                                  

*POSTLUDE                                     

 

 A reception for retirees will be held on the left side of Hall B/C  

in the hallway between the draping and the wall.  

 

 


