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A Service of Ordination and Commissioning 

with the Giving and Receiving of Appointments for 2022-2023  

Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference  

Saturday, June 11, 2022 – 9:30 am 

*Asterisk indicates the congregation will please stand together in heart or posture  

 

PRELUDE                                          Exaltation Medley (Lyndell Leatherman)                      Jed Poust, organist                     

WORDS OF WELCOME  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                      Rev. Nic Showalter and Rev. Angie Lee, Cabinet Co-Deans  
 

Look around this space.  Each person here has a variety of gifts.  

We may have many gifts, but we have one Spirit. 

In this place, there are a variety of services.  

Regardless of the many services we offer, we have one Lord. 

Each one of us engages in a variety of activities; 

but the God whom we worship activates them in each one of us. 

We gather to give God glory, and to pray that the Holy Spirit would fall upon us in worship so 
that, even in our diversity, we may serve in ministry together. 

Come to this place, God who is three in one, and bind us together for the work of ministry.  
 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN                              Lift High the Cross                                                UMH #159  

*GREETING AND PRAYER                                                                                          Bishop Frank J. Beard 

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.  

And also with you.  

We come together to praise God, to hear the Holy Word, and to seek for ourselves and others 
the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit.  Let us pray.  

Gracious God, we give you thanks for the gifts you have given to prophets and priests, and yet 

we recognize that in our baptism, you have called each of us to serve in ministry.  Be with us 
today in this time of worship, of commissioning and ordaining men and women to pastoral 

ministry.  Send your Holy Spirit on each of us so that we may be bold in living out our baptismal 

calling.  Amen.  

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into Christ’s 
holy Church. We are incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation and given new birth 

through water and the Spirit. All this is God’s gift, offered to us without price. 
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Ms. Lorene King, Conference Lay Leader: I present Lucas Ian Jeffries and Andrew James Wise 

for baptism. 

The bishop addresses the parents: 

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, 

reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin? I do. 

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in 

whatever forms they present themselves? I do. 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to 

serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, 

nations, and races? I do. 

Will you nurture the child in Christ’s holy Church, that by your teaching and example he may 

be guided to accept God’s grace for himself, to profess his faith openly, and to lead a Christian 

life?  

I will. 

The bishop addresses the congregation, and the congregation responds: 

Do you, as Christ’s body, the Church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commitment 
to Christ? We do. 

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include these persons now 
before you in your care? 

With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ. 

We will surround these persons with a community of love and forgiveness that they may grow 
in their service to others. We will pray for them, that they may be true disciples who walk in 

the way that leads to life. 

BAPTISM WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS 

Lucas Ian Jeffries, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit, you may be a 
faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

~ ~ ~ 

Andrew James Wise, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit, you may be a 
faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

~ ~ ~ 

The bishop addresses the congregation: 

Now it is our joy to welcome our new brothers in Christ. 
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Through baptism you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God’s new creation and made to 

share in Christ’s royal priesthood. We are all one in Christ Jesus. With joy and thanksgiving we 
welcome you as members of the family of Christ. 

*RECOGNITION OF COMMON MINISTRY AND REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM  

Ministry is done in and through God's people.   

In our baptism, we become part of the body of Christ, and are called to be the hands and feet 

of Jesus.  We share in the responsibility of making Christ visible to the world, in love and service, 
so that all might be redeemed. 

Since we are all called to share in this ministry, I call upon all God’s people gathered here:  

Remember your baptism and be thankful.  

We remember our baptism and affirm our common ministry.  

PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE COMMISSIONED, ORDAINED OR RECOGNIZED  

Ms. Lorene King, Conference Lay Leader:   On behalf of the laity of local congregations who have 
examined and approved these candidates,  

Rev. Dr. Sheryl Palmer, Chairperson: and on behalf of the Board of Ordained Ministry of this 
annual conference, which has recommended these persons, and this annual conference, which 

has approved them, we present (names of those being received into clergy member are read):   

Bishop Beard:  These persons are by God’s grace to be commissioned, recognized or ordained 
to ministry in Christ’s holy church. Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them have 

discerned that they are persons of sound learning and of Christian character, and possess the 

necessary signs of God’s grace, and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God.  

We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to the commissioning, ordination, or 

recognition of these persons. Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be 
commissioned, ordained or recognized?  

ALL:  We do! Thanks be to God!  

Bishop Beard:  Will you uphold them in their ministry?  

ALL:  With God’s help, we will!  

Bishop turns to face the candidates.  All candidates remain standing. 

THE GENERAL EXAMINATION            

Bishop Beard:  My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to a commissioned or 

ordained ministry or to be associate members.  The church now confirms your calling.  

As commissioned ministers, ordained ministers or associate members, you are to be coworkers 

with the laity, bishops, deacons, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missioners, 

commissioned ministers, local pastors and elders.  Remember that you are called to serve 
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rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the church and no other, to look after the 

concerns of God above all.  

So that we may know that you believe yourselves to be called by God and that you profess the 

Christian faith, we ask you:  

Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained ministry?  

I do so believe.  

Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus Christ as your 
Lord and Savior?  

I do so believe and confess.  

Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things 

necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative 

standard for the church’s faith and life?  

I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.  

Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the Holy 

Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?   

I will, with the help of God.  

Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ?  

I will, with the help of God.  

Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ, to 

participate in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice, and freedom for 

all people?  

I will, with the help of God.  

Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting its order, liturgy, doctrine, and 

discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, and committing 
yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, and to the bishop and those who are 

appointed to supervise your ministry?  

I will, with the help of God. 

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the life of the 

order into which you are ordained, commissioned, received or recognized?  Will you give 

yourself to God through the order in order to sustain and build each other up in prayer, study, 

worship and service under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day? 

I will, with the help of God. 

May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform them that 

the work begun in you may be brought to perfection.   

ALL:  Amen.  
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SPECIAL MUSIC                                Rejoice, Give Thanks, and Sing             Sanctuary Brass Ensemble 
(tune:  MARION, arr. John Orfe)                                                        Peoria First UMC 

John Orfe, director and accompanist 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                Matthew 28:19-20             Ms. Lorene King         

SERMON                                                                  GO!                                 Bishop Frank J. Beard 

OFFERTORY INVITATION AND PRAYER              Rev. Dr. Sheryl Palmer            

     The offering will support The Bishop’s Trip for Ordinands  

OFFERTORY                                           Love Medley (Lyndell Leatherman)                         Jed Poust, organist      
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                    UMH #95  

RECOGNITION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

The bishop addresses the candidate: 

You have served among us faithfully a local pastor, demonstrating your commitment to 

accept and uphold the doctrine, liturgy and discipline of The United Methodist Church, 

under the appointment of the bishop. 
 

You have now fulfilled the requirements and been elected by the clergy session of this annual 

conference as an associate member. 
 

Name, we recognize you as an associate member in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of 

The United Methodist Church. 
 

When all have been recognized, the bishop says: 

Bishop: We recognize you with joy, each and all. 
People: We recognize you with joy, each and all! Thanks be to God! 
 

*HYMN                                             A Charge to Keep I Have  (verse 1)                                  UMH #413                                

SERVICE OF COMMISSIONING  

By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s holy church pledge to serve as 

Christ’s representatives in the world.  Christ gave all of us this command:  “Ask the Lord of the 

harvest to send laborers into his harvest.” We have asked, and the Lord has answered.   

These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people, see the plentiful 

harvest, and are ready to respond generously to the Lord in the words of the prophet: “Here I 
am; send me.”  

Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, they now come to declare 

in public their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism by binding themselves to 
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the service of God under the supervision of the bishop and the guidance of ordained colleagues 

and by being appointed to share as servant leaders in the body of Christ.  

Today we commission them to service as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us.   

THE PRAYER OF COMMISSIONING WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS  

God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, you raise up men and women 

to be apostolic leaders in your church.   By your Holy Spirit help these, your servants, to 

understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy.  Deepen their sense of 
purpose as they exercise commissioned ministry.  Empower them, and those who will walk with 

them to guide their ministry, together with all of your people, to heal the sick, love the outcast, 
resist evil, preach the Word, and give themselves freely for your name’s sake.   

The Bishop lays his hands upon the shoulders of each candidate and prays:   

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Name.   Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus 

Christ, to announce the reign of God, and to equip the church for ministry, in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

All:  Amen.  

EXAMINATION OF DEACONS 

A deacon is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood, to relate the life of the 
community to its service in the world, to lead others into Christian discipleship, to nurture 
disciples for witness and service, to lead in worship, to teach and proclaim God’s Word, to 
assist elders and appointed local pastors at Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, to interpret 
to the church the world’s hurts and hopes, to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, 
and the oppressed,  and to lead Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice, 
liberation and reconciliation,    especially in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice.  
 

This is the rule of life and work of a deacon. 
 

Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of a deacon? 
I do so believe. 
 

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR DEACONS 

As this person is ordained by God and the church for the ministry of deacons to which we 
believe she has been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for her. 
 

The bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays: 

We thank you, Living God, that in your great love you sent Jesus Christ to take the form of a 
servant, becoming obedient even to death on the cross, and now resurrected and exalted in 
the heavens.  You have taught us, by his word and example, that whoever would be great 
among us must be servant of all. 
 

Give this servant grace to be faithful to her promises, constant in her discipleship, and always 
ready for works of loving service.  Make her modest and humble, gentle and strong, rooted 
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and grounded in love. Give her a share in the ministry of Jesus Christ, who came not to be 
served but to serve.  
 

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are 
for silent prayer during the laying on of hands for each ordinand.  

 

The bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying: 

Father Almighty (Almighty God), pour upon Name the Holy Spirit 
for the office and work of a deacon in Christ’s holy church.  
 

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen. 
 

The candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop lays hands on the hands of the candidate and says: 

Name, take authority as a deacon 
to proclaim the Word of God 
and to lead God's people 
in ministries of compassion and justice; 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen. 
 

EXAMINATION OF ELDERS  

An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church:  to preach and 
teach the Word of God and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy 

Communion; to lead the people of God in worship and prayer; to lead persons to faith in Jesus 

Christ; to exercise pastoral supervision, order the life of the congregation, counsel the troubled, 

and declare the forgiveness of sin; to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission 

in the world; to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people; and to take a responsible place 

in the government of the Church and in service in and to the community.  

This is the rule of life and work of an elder. 

Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder?  

Candidates respond:    I do so believe.  

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS  

As these persons are recognized or ordained by God and the church for the ministry of elders 
to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for them.  

      The bishop, with hands extended over those being ordained, prays: 

We praise you, eternal God, because you have called us to be a priestly people, offering to you 
acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and 

Bishop of our souls.  We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death and, having 

ascended into heaven, has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people, making some 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for 

the work of ministry, to build up Christ’s body, and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.  
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Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve you in this ministry.  Make 

them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors.  Enable them to serve without 
reproach, to proclaim the gospel of salvation, to administer the sacraments of the new 

covenant, and to offer with all your people spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

Family members and friends are invited to stand where they are 
for silent prayer during the laying on of hands for each ordinand.  

 
The Bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying: 

 Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit, for the office and  

work of an elder in Christ’s holy church.         All:  Amen.  

 

The candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop lays hands on the hands of the candidate and says: 

Name, take authority as an elder to preach the Word of God, to  
administer the Holy Sacraments and to order the life of the Church;  

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  All:  Amen.  
 

*HYMN                                               Spirit of the Living God                                             UMH #393 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION  

Co-Celebrants:  Bishop Frank J. Beard, Illinois Area and 

Bishop L. Jonathan Holston, Resident Bishop – Columba Area (South Carolina Conference) 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE AND PEACE  

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, and all who seek to be at peace with God 
and one another.   The peace of the Lord be always with you!  

And also with you!  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                            

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, almighty 

God, Creator of heaven and earth.  You built your church on the foundation of the prophets 
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and apostles, and instituted a holy ministry so that your prophetic and apostolic Word might 

be heard until the end of time.  

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   Hosanna in the highest.  

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.  He called disciples and empowered them 

for ministry.  By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your 

church and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.   

On the night in which Jesus gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke 

the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.”  

When the supper was over, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and 

said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

When Jesus, the great Shepherd of your flock, ascended, he sent forth the apostles to preach 

the gospel and make disciples of all nations.  He promised to be with them always and sent the 
Holy Spirit to lead them.  

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise 

and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith.  

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Make 
them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ,   

redeemed by his blood.  By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with one another, and one 
in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly 

banquet.  Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and 

glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

BREAKING THE BREAD   

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen.  
The blood of Christ, given for you.  Amen.  
 

GIVING THE BREAD AND THE CUP   

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING  

Let us pray.           
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We thank you, gracious God, for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us, and 

united us in the communion of your Holy Spirit.  We bless you for raising up among us faithful 
servants.  Clothe them and us with your righteousness and grant that we, with them, may 

glorify you by giving ourselves to others, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN SERVICE                                                                                      Bishop Beard  

Bishop Beard extends an invitation to those present to respond to God’s call to ordained ministry in Christ’s Church.  

Those who wish to respond are invited to come to the front of the stage where members of the Board of Ordained 

Ministry will be present to greet them and pray with them.  

*INVITATIONAL HYMNS                                Here I Am, Lord                                                    UMH #593 

   Spirit Song                                                         UMH #347 

 

THE GIVING AND RECEIVING OF APPOINTMENTS 

CHARGE TO LICENSED, COMMISSIONED, ORDAINED AND LAY MINISTERS 

All licensed, commissioned, and ordained clergy and laity assigned to local churches stand as the bishop speaks: 

In faithfulness to God who has called you to ministry, will you go to the churches and 

communities where you are sent to serve Christ with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength? 

Licensed, commissioned, ordained clergy and laity assigned to local churches respond: 

By God's grace we are called into ministry.  The world is our parish, and in God's strength we 

will go to the churches and communities where we are sent.  With God's help, we will strive to 

be faithful, loyal servant leaders.  We go to do no harm, to do good, and to love God.  

Licensed, commissioned, ordained clergy and laity assigned to local churches remain standing. 

*CHARGE TO THE BAPTIZED 

All others stand as the bishop speaks: 

As people committed to uphold the Church by your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and 
witness, will you affirm and receive these women and men as servants of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, pledge to them your support? 

They respond: 

We joyfully reaffirm our faith in Christ and our commitment to the unity and ministry of Christ’s 
church.  We will receive these persons as servants among us, and we will encourage, support, 

and partner with them in ministry to the communities and congregations of the Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference.  We go to do no harm, to do good, and to love God.  

*THE BISHOP FIXES THE APPOINTMENTS 

*THE COVENANT   

Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants.  Give yourselves to him, that you may belong to 
him.  Christ has many services to be done.  Some services are more easy and honorable,          
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other services are more difficult and disgraceful.  In some services we may please Christ and 

please ourselves.  But then there are other works where we cannot please Christ except by 
denying ourselves.  Let us therefore go to Christ and pray: 

Let me be your servant, under your command.  I will no longer be my own.  I will give myself to 

your will in all things.  Lord, make me what you will.  I put myself fully into your hands:  put me 
to doing, put me to suffering, let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, let me be full, 

let me be empty, let me have all things, let me have nothing.   

I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal.  O mighty God, the Lord 

Omnipotent, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you have now become my Covenant Friend.  And I, 

through your infinite grace, have become your covenant servant.  So be it.  And let the covenant 
I have made on earth be ratified in heaven.  Amen. 

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING *  

Brothers and sisters, you are sent now in the strength of God's Spirit to churches throughout 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.  Let us pray... 

Lord, send the gentle wind of your Holy Spirit, blow across the embers of our hearts and keep 
us aflame for Jesus. 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN                          Go, Make of All Disciples                                            UMH #571 

POSTLUDE                                             We Will Glorify (Twila Paris/Fred Bock) 


