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Leader’s Packet 

 Welcome to Lake Williamson Retreat 

Center for the 2016 IGRC-sponsored Junior 

High Youth Annual Retreat.  We’re glad you 

decided to join us this year and look forward 

to a great weekend with you and your group.  

This packet includes many items that will help 

you make the best of your weekend. 
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Contacts 

Alice Shirley - Coordinator of Camping, Retreat, and 
Youth Ministries ashirley@igrc.org 
Phone: 217-529-2646  
 
Curt Franklin - Program Assistant of Camping, 
Retreat, and Youth Ministries cfranklin@igrc.org 
Cell: 217-494-0417 

October  7 – 9, 2016 Lake Williamson Christian Center 

 

Youth Annual Retreat 

Speaker: Rev. Steven Braudt  

Worship Leader: The Great Romance 

mailto:ashirley@igrc.org
tel:/217-670-9396
mailto:cfranklin@igrc.org
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Retreat Schedule 
Friday 

  5:30 - 7:00 pm - Registration 

  5:30 - 7:45 pm - Free Time 
  7:00 - 8:00 pm - Youth Worker Orientation 

  8:00 - 8:30 pm - Group Time 

  8:30 - 10:00 pm - Worship 

10:00 - 10:30 pm - Group Time 

10:30 - 11:30 pm - Games/Youth Worker Meeting 
11:30 - 12:00 am - Compline Service 

12:00 - Lights Out 

 

Saturday 

  8:00 - 8:30 am - Lauds Service   

  8:00 - 9:00 am - Breakfast 

  9:00 - 9:30 am - Group Time 

  9:30 - 11:00 am - Worship 
11:00 - 12:00 pm - Workshop 1 

12:00 - 1:00 pm - Lunch 

  1:00 - 4:30 pm - Free Time 

  4:30 - 5:30 pm - Workshop 2 
  5:30 - 6:30 pm - Dinner 

  6:30 - 7:00 pm - Group Time 

  7:00 - 8:30 pm - Worship 

  8:30 - 9:00 pm - Group Time 

  9:00 - 11:00 pm - Free Time 

11:10 - 11:40 pm - Compline Service 
12:00 - Lights Out 

 

Sunday 

 8:00 - 8:30 am - Lauds Service    

 8:00 - 9:00 am - Breakfast 

 9:15 - 10:45 am - Worship 

     11:00 - 11:45 am - Group Time 

When you arrive 

When you arrive at Lake 

Williamson, you will need to 

check-in.  One adult from your 

group should come to the lobby of 

the auditorium, following the 

signs, to let us know you’ve 

arrived and pick up your supplies.  

You will be directed to the 

building(s) where your youth will 

be staying.  Please unload the 

vans and allow the youth to get 

settled into the new space.  Our 

first activity is Worship.  Please 

plan to be at the auditorium by 
8:30 p.m. 

Youth Leader Expectations: 
- Youth Leaders are responsible to monitor their youth.  
- Youth are not allowed to go in a room by their self.  
- Youth leaders are to be the ones to hold onto the room keys.  
- You are not permitted to check out extra room keys. 
- Lead Small group time. You are welcome to join with another small group. Small group questions will 

be in the Welcome packet. 
- Arrange a time to go to the prayer room with your youth. 
- General positive attitudes in front of youth 
- Attend the youth worker meeting in the youth workers lounge. 
- Keep youth on schedule and attend scheduled events. 
- Fill out and turn in evaluation at end of event. Also encourage youth to do so as well. One evaluation 

is for adults and one is for youth. 
- Obey site rules.  
turn in room key at adership Camp 
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Map and space use 

 

Worship:  Auditorium 

 

 

Dorms:   Males - Clark Hall 

    Females - Lakeside Lodge 
 

 

Meals: Lakeside Dining Hall 
 
 

 

Workshops: Choir 

    Inner Peace 
    Liturgical Art 
    Making A Difference 

    Sharing Your Faith 

Directions: 
 Lake Williamson is only 1 hour south of 

Springfield, IL and 1 hour and 15 minutes 

north of St. Louis, M0.  

On Interstate 55 take Exit 60  

Follow IL-108 toward Carlinville for 13 

miles.  

Just before Carlinville turn left onto IL-4 

South for 3 miles.  

Lake Williamson is on the right-hand side. 

As you travel south on IL-4 you will see a 

marquee on the right hand side of the road. 

Turn right into the first driveway after the 

marquee. Registration will be in the 

Auditorium, the first building on your left. 

The Activity Center Front Desk is staffed 

24/7 if you are unable to contact the YAR 

leadership team and need something during 

the retreat. 

When you arrive: 
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Small group material 
The small group material is designed to help engage your youth in reflecting about the messages 

they have heard throughout the weekend. You will find the small group material at the 

registration table. If you misplace your copy or would like an additional copy please go to the 

registration table and ask a volunteer to get you a 

new copy. 

Please feel free to join with other churches if 
you do not have many youth with your 
group, or split your group into smaller groups 

if you have a large number of youth. These 
are YOUR youth. You know them better 

than we do. If you think it isn’t deep 
enough, add more to it. This material is 

designed to start the discussion, not to be 
the end-all-be-all of small group material. 
Please, we invite you to modify it, tweak it, or throw it away if it doesn’t fit your needs. More than 
anything, we want you to enjoy your time with your youth, and to help them to grow in Christ. 

Prayer Room and Services 

You can always find a quiet place where you can hear Jesusʼ invitation to “Come to me. Get away with 

me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest” (Matthew11:28-29 The Message). 
This isn't your ordinary prayer chapel. Look for new prayer stations. 

 
 

Services 

Also known as the Divine Hours, these are set times when believers stop what they’re doing in order to 
“bend a knee” to God. This is one of the oldest disciplines in Judeo-Christianity, and it ties us to both 

the Church universal, and the Church historic. You have the option to join us in the prayer room for 
these services. 

Lauds 
 (Prayer at dawn) Latin for “praise,” Lauds is a time of prayer that offers praise to God for the 
break of a new day. This is a service of a simple liturgy of Scripture, silence, and spoken prayer. 

 
Compline 

 (Prayer at the end of the day) Compline comes from the Latin word meaning “completion.” This 
service is a time to confess, listen to God through Scripture and silence, and ask God to watch over us 

through the night. 
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Youth Worker Orientation 
The youth worker orientation will be held in the prayer room just off the entryway of the Auditorium in 
the Clark Room. The orientation is meant to answer any questions you might have and show you what 

the prayer room is. This meeting is not required but could be very helpful to first time youth workers 
and volunteers to YAR. We will try to start promptly at 7:00 pm. Feel free to look around in the prayer 

room or hang out in the chairs in the entry by the registration table. If you arrive late and miss the 
meeting let us know at the registration table and we can arrange a time to meet with you.  

 

 

Youth Worker Meeting 
The youth worker meeting will be at 10:30 pm Friday night in the Youth Workers Lounge. We will 

have a number of college students in the Activity Center keeping an eye on the youth. We would 
encourage all youth workers and chaperones to attend the meeting and spend as much time as they 

would like in the Workers Lounge.   
 

 

Youth Workers Lounge (For youth workers only) 
As youth workers we have number of questions: curriculum, mission trips, small groups, how to get 
youth interested in attending, and so many more. Come join youth workers (from those who are new to 

the ministry or have been doing this for 100 years) and discuss ideas and how you can support one 
another. The youth workers lounge is a place to be encouraged, strengthened, and equipped. Come, 
share some ideas with fellow youth workers and enjoy lots of snacks. Come relax. 



 

 6 

 


