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Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton appoints the following:
Joye Perry to East Moline Christ UMC, Spoon River District,
effective April 10. Charge conference combined Silvis with East
Moline Christ UMC into a multi-site church. The former Silvis
church is now East Moline Christ UMC-Silvis campus.

IGRC’s best kept secret: Your church has FREE

Current subscriptions!
Due to the faithful payment of apportionments of
our churches, free subscriptions to The Current are
available to each IGRC congregation.

The bad news? One-half of those
subscriptions go unclaimed!
Pastors: Check the list of subscribers to The
Current for your church by visiting
www.igrc.org/subscriptions. Select the
District, Church and enter the church’s
six-digit GCFA number.

Print subscriptions are based upon a church’s
average worship attendance with every church
guaranteed a minimum of four subscriptions.
Members can also subscribe to the electronic
version of The Current and there is no limit on the
number of electronic subscriptions a church may
have. Merely send those names, email addresses
and the corresponding church to Michele Willson
at mwillson@igrc.org or by calling Michele at 217529-3122.

Lenny Summar to Hindsboro, Iroquois River District, less than ¼
time, effective July 1.

Supply not appointed
Brennan Hurley to Bethel-Grafton, LaMoine River District, ¼
time, effective Aug. 14.

Change of status
John Read to leave of absence, effective Oct. 1.

Deaths

Janet Seymour, certified lay servant
at Ritchey UMC, died Aug. 7. She was
assigned to the Ritchey Church from
approximately 2010 - 2015. Expressions
of sympathy may be sent to Ritchey
UMC, P. O. Box 434, Wilmington IL
60481.

Retired pastor Rev. Howard Donahue
died July 27 in Rantoul. Rev. Donahue
served 26 years in the former Central
Illinois Conference, retiring in 1982. He
also served five years as Peoria District
Superintendent. His wife is a retired
diaconal minister. Expressions of
sympathy may be sent to: Merwyn Donahue, 405 Eden Park
Dr., Rantoul, IL 61866-1505.
Norma Fyffe Hawf, widow of Rev. Robert “Bob” Fyffe, died
July 13 in Vincennes, Ind. She was 82.
Together with her husband, the Fyffes served 50 years
as pastor, including 17 in the former Southern Illinois
and the Illinois Great Rivers conferences, retiring in 1999
from Oblong Evangelical. Rev. Fyffe died in 2001 and she
then married Gene Hawf and he survives. Expressions of
sympathy may be sent to: Gene Hawf, 20701 E 1350 Rd.,
Allendale, IL 62410-2150.
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Graduation – Sept. 1, 2016
To say or write the word GRADUATION is to release
a torrent of precious memories.
Diplomas from high school, college, and graduate
school and congratulations from friends and family come
to mind. From college graduation and commencement
in 1968, my sojourn runs from Arkansas to Northern
Illinois to East Ohio to Michigan to Central and Southern Illinois. Within these graduations are a thousand
thoughts, hundreds of emotions and unforgettable moments sequestered in my pantheon of memories.
Now that the end of my active episcopacy draws
nigh at the stroke of midnight on Aug. 31, 2016, another
graduation occurs. Metaphorically speaking, I will march
boldly into a new future with hope egged on by the
strains of Edward Elgar’s famous March. synonymous
with most U.S. graduations, Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance evokes “a complex of emotions.” The “tune manages to sound triumphant, but with an underlying quality
of nostalgia, making it perfectly suited to a commencement (a graduation or retirement service) that marks the
beginning of one stage of life, but the end of another.”
With a sense of triumph, I look forward to that
midnight and the clock striking 12. There will be more
at stake than the joy of having “finished the course.”
Nostalgia and the standards of the Holy One will help
me look back. Did my pastoral/episcopal leadership help

make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world? In every way and place, did I use my gifts “to
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the imprisoned
and the stranger, give drink to the thirsty, and preach
good news to the poor”? Was I a servant to all not just a
selected few? Whatever accolades may have come my way
over the years, our Lord will determine how well I served
Christ and his church. Nevertheless, I graduate (retire) at
midnight on Aug. 31, 2016, buoyed by God’s prevenient
and amazing grace and thankful for the high privilege of
serving my Lord.
Midnight, Sept. 1, 2016, marks the beginning of a
new chapter of ministry. Beverly and I await the “not yet”
described in Natalie Sleeth’s Hymn of Promise. “Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.”
By faith, I plan to go where God sends, to learn what
God would have me to learn, and to serve how God
would have me serve in retirement. Come Lord Jesus!!
Call me by the thunder or the lightning on the Damascus
Road. “Speak so thy servant heareth” or use your “still
small voice.”
With no pomp and circumstance, Graduation Day
and a new ministry start will come on September 1, 2016.
Tell me when to say, “Here I am Lord, send me.” So long
IGRC! Thanks for everything!! You blessed us!!! S.D.G.
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Shirley announces retirement Jan. 1
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – IGRC Coordinator of
Camping Alice J. Shirley has announced that
she will retire on Jan. 1, 2017.
A search is already underway for a new
coordinator of camping and retreat
ministries that will be able to build on the
strong foundation Shirley has laid in her five
years of leading the conference camping program.
“My decision to retire was driven by a number of things,
but having time for family (especially grandchildren) made
the top three,” she said. “I have also become entranced with
genealogy and research on family history and I am writing
a book that I hope will eventually be published for family
members. I also picture myself gardening, canning, crossstitching, walking, watching all the movies I have missed
over the last 39 years, camping and maybe even sleeping
in.”
The announcement caps a 39-year ministry for Shirley,
who served a number of churches in the IGRC as well as
seven years as Embarras River District Superintendent
(2000-2007).
In 2011, Shirley became interim coordinator of camping,
retreat and youth ministries for the conference. Under
her leadership, the camping ministry was able to identify
constraints to the camping ministry’s vitality and align the

practices of ministry with the vision and mission of the
church.
Probably the most significant was the right-sizing of the
camping ministry, which resulted in the annual conference
approving the sale of three of the five conference-owned
campsites. In April, a master plan for the ministry was
approved which will provide a blueprint to the new
coordinator. Applications are already being accepted for
the position which may be found on page 2 of this issue of
The Current or at: www.igrc.org/classifiedsdetail/5601548.
Deadline is Sept. 30.
Another significant change was the hiring of clergy to
be Ministers of Mission Expansion at the two remaining
campsites at East Bay and Little Grassy. They are given the
task of holding the vision, overseeing the spiritual life of the
camp, supervising staff and linking to local churches. The
ministry is already increasing its marketing and telling the
story of how camping impacts and lives and life vocations.
“It’s been a real blessing and joy to serve the conference
and camping ministries for the last five years, as well as
learn from other leaders in United Methodist camping
ministries across the nation,” Shirley said. “We have been
blessed with incredible staff members and volunteers
who have done the face-to-face, person-to-person, bloodsweat-and-tears work with campers that transforms lives.
IGRC Camping and Retreat Ministries will always be close
to my heart and in my prayers.”

Healthy Congregations workshop Oct. 28-29
SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC Cabinet and the conference Conflict
Transformation Team in cooperation with the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center, will host a Healthy Congregations workshop
Oct. 28-29 at Sugar Creek UMC.
The workshop will be from 7 to 9:30 p.m. Friday and 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Saturday, and uses the insights of family systems theory
to help church leaders and all members become more effective
stewards of their congregation’s health. It is designed to equip
leaders to respond to the presence or potential threat of anxi-

ety in a congregational system in ways that prevent destructive
conflict and help the church stay focused on its unique mission
and purpose.
Registration is $30 per person and includes a workshop manual
and Saturday lunch. Couples can share a manual and pay $40 for
two Saturday lunches. Early registration ends Oct. 15, at which
time the prices will go to $40 per person, $50 per couple.
Register online and read more information at: www.igrc.org/
healthycongregations
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Preachers’ Aid Society
pre-retirement seminar

>> ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS <<

Preachers’ Aid Society will host a pre-retirement
seminar Oct. 7-8 at the Marriott Pere Marquette
Hotel in Peoria.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS

Participants will receive a personal pension
projection if registered by Sept. 23.
Cost is $45 for an individual, $75 for couple. A
special block rate of $95 per night has been
arranged at the Pere Marquette.
Persons within 10 years of retirement are urged
to attend.

Classifieds
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The
United Methodist Church is searching for a

Director of Youth Ministry at
Peoria First UMC

position responsible for supervising our
Conference camping program and staff. Click here
for more information http://www.igrc.org/
classifiedsdetail/5601548

This is a full-time salaried position with benefits,
continuing education, and retirement offered.
This Position Description offers specifics on
expectations, tasks, and qualifications, but does
not compromise the core conviction that ministry
staff is hired first to the vision of the church. The
church seeks a person who can be a crucial player
in leading youth ministry to the next level.

Coordinator of Camping & Retreat
Ministries. This is a full-time, year-round

Important numbers for 2017
Clergy salary and benefits costs for 2017 have
been posted on the IGRC webpage. These will
be helpful to you as you prepare 2017 budgets
and Charge Conference forms. http://www.
igrc.org/numbersfor2017

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference (IGRC) of The
United Methodist Church has an opening for a
part-time Print & Mail Room Assistant
at the Conference office in Springfield. For more
information visit this link http://www.igrc.
org/classifiedsdetail/5537305

Beware of employment
posters scam
It appears that another round of scam threatening letters is going around regarding employment posters. These letters look very "official"
and threaten the church with dire consequences if you don't buy their posters. Churches
are not exempt from posting requirements,
but ALL the posters you need are available for
FREE download from the Illinois Department of
Labor. Because different churches are in different circumstances, I can't tell you which ones
to post. If you are in doubt, post them all. There
is no penalty for posting something that you
didn't have to. The website follows and there is
even a link for the Federal posters:
http://www.illinois.gov/idol/Employers/Pages/
posters.aspx

Bishop’s Installation
Service set for Sept. 11

For more information, contact associate pastor
Jon Carrell at 618-397-5994.
Download an informational flyer at: http://files.
constantcontact.com/72d8f968001/932cd6c1f9c8-469e-95dd-62b5ae2737e0.pdf

Missionaries to itinerate
in IGRC this fall
SPRINGFIELD - General Board
of Global Ministries missionaries Priscilla Jaiah and Jacques
Umembudi will be itinerating
in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference this fall
Jaiah

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank
Beard, newly assigned bishop
to the Illinois Area, will be
installed Sunday, Sept. 11, at 3
p.m. at Springfield First UMC.
IGRC Communications is planning to stream the event live
on the IGRC website.

Beard

St. Matthew UMC to host
Gospels and Acts class
BELLEVILLE – Belleville St. Matthew UMC is partnering with
Pilgrim Seminary to host a class
with Dr. Robert Yarbrough,
professor of New Testament at
Covenant Seminary.
The cost of this course is only a
freewill donation plus the cost of the textbook.
The class will be held in nine sessions over six
weeks in the fall.

Yarbrough
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Umembudi

Jaiah, principal of the United
Methodist School in Ganta,
Liberia will be itinerating in
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Sept. 2-18. Umembudi,
program director of Wings
of Caring aviation ministry in
the Democratic Republic of
the Congo will be itinerating
Oct. 24-Nov. 7.

Jaiah has a number of supporting churches and
would like to visit many if not all of them. Her
Sunday mornings are already scheduled, as are
a few other times, but she needs visits through
the week, even with small groups. Her calendar
on the IGRC site will show where she is scheduled, giving churches an idea of when it would
be convenient for her to visit them.
Umembudi is supported by six IGRC churches
and will be open to additional engagements
while in the IGRC.
To schedule a visit for either missionary, contact
Carolyn Yockey at CLPY508@aol.com or by calling 309-452-3936. Itineration calendars for both
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For more information and a complete description
please read more here http://www.fumcpeoria.
org/download_file/view/1170/
Application deadline is September 9th.

missionaries are posted on the IGRC website at:
http://www.igrc.org/missions-itinerationcalendar Guidelines for hosting are also posted at:
http://www.igrc.org/hostingguidelines

Lion and Lamb Festival
Sept. 17

Download flyer at: http://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/5f39559c-43e7-49f6-8bdbb6357ad28a3e.docx Download the registration form at: http://files.constantcontact.
com/72d8f968001/3f8f1317-f46f-40fc-bf1b83bb3c917cf0.docx

The Well for youth workers
The Well, a seminar for youth workers, will be
hosted in several locations around Illinois in
October. We're excited to have Hal Hamilton as
the presenter for The Well this fall (either live or
video, depending on the site). Hal is the Youth
and College Ministry Team Leader for First UMC
in Tulsa, Okla.
Additional presenters include Clint Benesh, Tim
Price and other guests depending on the site.
The registration fee covers the program and
meal. Bring members of your team with you and
the registration is about half the cost for them.
The goal of The Well is to provide a close to
home time of equipping, connecting and
encouragement for local church youth workers volunteer or paid.
Pastors - bring your student ministry staff and
anyone serves in next generation ministry at
your church! It's a great bite sized investment
into equipping youth ministry leaders in your
church and community.
• Oct. 10 – Troy UMC, 5 p.m.

MILAN – The Lion and Lamb Festival will be at
Camp Milan near the Quad Cities on Sept. 17.

• Oct. 11 – Fairview Heights Christ UMC,
9 a.m.

The Lion and Lamb Festival is a community of
people coming together to inspire and to be
inspired by stories of peace, love and justice.
Musicians, artists, speakers and people of faith
are coming to the Quad Cities for a common
cause.

• Oct. 11 – Jacksonville Centenary UMC,
5 p.m.

For more information, visit: www.lionandlambfest.com.

• Oct. 20 – Chrisman UMC, 5 p.m.

Reaching New People
workshops
The Reaching New People workshop hosted
by the Office of Congregational Development
is scheduled in three locations this fall and one
next spring. Begin recruiting your team now for
one of these sessions. Links for online registration can be found at: www.igrc.org/reachingnewpeople
• Saturday, Sept. 17, Argenta UMC –
deadline is Sept. 11
• Saturday, Oct. 1, Galesburg First UMC –
deadline is Sept. 25
• Saturday, Oct. 15, Pontiac First UMC -deadline is Oct. 9

• Oct. 12 – Peoria First UMC, 9 a.m.
• Oct. 17 – Mt. Vernon West Salem Trinity
UMC, 5 p.m.
To register, please visit www.harvestconferences.org or you may contact Tim Price at
618-541-8291.

Ignition Middle School
Conference
Ignition Middle School Conference will be held
at Troy UMC, Oct. 28-29.
Jamie Hudgins (pastor in North Georgia Conference) will be speaking at this discipleship event,
Tim Price and Harvest Band will be leading worship and the special guest is Juggling Jeff.
Ignition Conference begins at 7 p.m. Friday and
concludes at 4 p.m. Saturday.
The registration fee includes programming,
recreation, entertainment, snacks and Saturday
lunch. Groups are responsible for their own
housing.
For more information, visit www.ignitionconference.org, or call 618-667-6241 ext 14.

The UMC is a Disaster Denomination

recovering. We open up our hearts and our doors. We
give more, serve more, and love more. While the storms
My grandfather used to have a
were tearing through Louisiana clergy and laity were
saying. He would tell me that our family
already on the phones, social media, and in the pulpits
moves from one crisis to the next. When
asking for money and cleaning buckets. We know what
we finish dealing with one crisis there
we need to do and we do it. Methodists don’t wait for
is another one on the horizon to get
the appeal to come out.
ready for. Papaw would remind us to,
Our churches are planted in the right places for
“Live in the present but be prepared for the future.” A
disaster.
week removed from when an unnamed storm dumped
Like first responders, we see the disaster and run
more rain on my home state of Louisiana, I understand
toward it. A former senior pastor once told me we help
what he was talking about. There is always another crisis
others before we take care of ourselves. We might not
somewhere, someday on the horizon. I also discovered
have the largest mega church in the city or the church in
something else. The United Methodist Church is a
the prime location in town, but our multiple churches
disaster denomination.
are placed far and wide
Yes.
in strategic locations.
The United
“The
real
connectionalism
is
on
full
Methodist churches
Methodist Church is a
serve as shelters during
disaster denomination.
display when we are recovering. We
the storms and recovery
We are at our best when
centers after the storms.
open up our hearts and our doors. We
a crisis hits.
Our churches have
give more, serve more, and love more.“
We come together
been placed in the right
from the left and right,
locations to serve as
from the top to the
missionary outposts after
bottom. We act as one solid body. We put aside our
disasters. Most of the Methodist Churches that I have
differences. We put away our issues. We let go of our
served have showers installed. Why do you think that is?
grudges to work side by side with one another. There
Practical theology has always been a strength.
is not another denomination that does more than the
One of John Wesley’s three simple rules is, “By
United Methodists do. I remember report after report
doing good; by being in every kind merciful after their
during the recovery from Hurricane Katrina and Rita.
power; as they have opportunity, doing good of every
As we were mucking out a house, a person said that she
possible sort, and, as far as possible, to all men.”
was Roman Catholic but she had seen more Methodists
Do Good. While we have both works of piety
working than any other denomination. Another person
and works of mercy in our toolkit, we
remarked that the United Methodists are not usually the
have always been really good at works
first people to arrive at a disaster, but they are always the
of mercy. John Wesley wrote, “He is
very last people to leave. We stay longer and help more
inwardly and outwardly conformed
in recovery after a crisis.
to the will of God, as revealed in the
Our connection is built for disaster.
written word. He thinks, speaks,
From the United Methodist Committee on Relief to and lives, according to the method
the local church, our denomination is built to respond
laid down in the revelation of Jesus
to disasters. Clergy are connected to other clergy.
Christ. His soul is renewed after the
Churches have built relationships with other churches.
image of God, in righteousness and
The real connectionalism is on full display when we are
in all true holiness. And having the
mind that was in Christ, he so walks
as Christ also walked.” The United
Methodist Church has led the way
in some of the most important ways
walking as Christ has walked. We live
out the faith. We don’t just say what we
The flooding from heavy rainfall last weekend in
believe, we live what we believe.
Louisiana claimed at least seven lives and prompted
So what can you do?
the rescue of more than 20,000 people. Bishop Cyn1. Pray. Pray for those trying to
thia Fierro Harvey estimates at least a dozen United
recover from this disaster. Pray for
Methodist churches have flood damage. Many church
members have major flood damage to their homes.
the recovery workers. Pray for the
clergy. Pray for the laity. Pray.
As UMCOR assists people affected by recent Louisiana
2. Consider donating cleaning
floods, churches in IGRC may donate to Advance
#901670 – U.S. Disaster Response Fund.
buckets. After the floods in March
which affected the part of Louisiana
If IGRC churches wish to donate directly to the Louisiana Annual Conference, donations may also be sent to
that I serve and the Floods in August
the following address:
which affected the southern part
of the state, the supply of UMCOR
Louisiana Annual Conference
Attn: Flood Buckets
cleaning buckets has been greatly
527 North Blvd.
diminished. These are easy to make
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
and a real tangible way that you can
Please note "AUGUST 2016 FLOOD" in the memo field.
impact these types of disasters.
3. Consider donating money to the
Donations sent to the Louisiana Annual Conference
recovery efforts. Money donated
will go directly to Louisiana relief efforts. The current
appeal is for flood bucket funding. Many will be
through the United Methodist Church
needed when people are able to return to their homes
directly impacts those on the ground
and churches are once again accessible.
assisting with recovery. This allows
Volunteers will be requested at a later time. We will be
the monies to be used in the best way
notified when Louisiana Annual Conference is ready
possible.
BY STEPHEN FIFE

Here’s how you
can help…

for volunteers to arrive. We need to stay out of the
way until the Louisiana Conference is ready to receive
volunteer teams. It will take some time for volunteer
deployment to be fully coordinated.
In the meantime, let’s be in prayer for all who are suffering from loss in the aftermath of the flood.
Bunny Wolfe
IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach

CHRISTIAN CONVERSATIONS

Topics include: UM pension plan, taxes in retirement, Medicare/Medicaid, housing options,
adjusting to retirement, identity changes,
boundaries as retired clergy, relationship with
spouse, rest and relaxation, wills and estate
planning.

>> CHRISTIAN CONVERSATIONS <<

Photo courtesy of Midwest Mission Distribution Center

A forklift operator places the last pallet of cleaning buckets in the semi to be
sent to Louisiana Aug. 15. The Midwest Mission Distribution Center sent 2,000
buckets to Louisiana and is in the process of replenishing its inventory for
future requests.

Cleaning Bucket supply list
These supplies enable people to begin the
overwhelming job of cleaning up after a flood or hurricane.
Cleaning Bucket Value: $65 per bucket
• 5-gallon bucket with resealable lid. Buckets from fast-food
restaurants or bakeries can be
used if washed and cleaned;
Do not use buckets that have
stored chemicals such as paint
or pool cleaner; Advertisements
on the outside are acceptable.
• Liquid laundry detergent. One
50-oz. or two 25-oz. bottle(s)
only.
• Liquid household cleaner.
12‐16 oz. liquid cleaner that can
be mixed with water; No spray
cleaners.
• Dish soap. 16‐28 oz. bottle any
brand.
• 1 can air freshener. Aerosol or
pump.
• 1 insect repellant spray. 6‐14
oz. aerosol or spray pump with
protective cover.
• 1 scrub brush. Plastic or
wooden handle.

• 18 cleaning wipes. Handi Wipes
or reusable wipes; No terry
cleaning towels; Remove from
packaging.
• 7 sponges. No cellulose
sponges due to mold issues;
Remove from wrapper.
• 5 scouring pads. Remove from
wrapper; No stainless steel,
Brillo pads, or SOS pads (nothing with soap built in).
• 50 clothespins
• Clothesline. One 100-ft. or two
50-ft. lines; Cotton or plastic.
• 24-roll heavy-duty trash bags.
33‐ to 45-gallon sizes; Remove
from the box.
• 5 dust masks
• 2 pairs kitchen dishwashing
gloves. Should be durable
enough for multiple uses;
Remove from packaging.
• 1 pair work gloves. Cotton with
leather palm or all leather.

(The Rev. Stephen Fife is an elder in the Louisiana
Conference and currently serves Columbia First
UMC, Columbia, La. Reprinted with permission from the
Wesleyan Way blog, www.wesleyanway.org. He also blogs
at methodistmonk.org and you can follow him on twitter
@methodistmonk.)
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>> LOCAL CHURCH NEWS <<

>> HISTORICAL MESSENGER <<

Illinois Great Rivers Conference
Volume 48, Number 3
July - September 2016

HISTORICAL MESSENGER

MONUMENT STANDS AS
REMINDER TO METHODIST
SCANDAL

LOCAL CHURCH NEWS

SPRINGFIELD – One of the most

prominent monuments in Oak Ridge
Cemetery serves as a reminder of a thoroughly unconventional religious sect
that got its start in Williamsville.
The monument consists of an eightfoot-tall marble sculpture of a woman
atop a 40-foot black granite column. A
small stone separate from the column
lists the spot as the grave of one Mattie
S. Rayburn, “wife of W.H. Rayburn.” Mattie was born in 1836 and died in 1891,
according to the stone.

Photos courtesy of Beardstown First UMC

Beardstown First UMC had an Open House for the new church recently. The parsonage, which
conforms to the Book of Discipline, was constructed utilizing local vendors who had opportunity to showcase their skills.
The parsonage has hardwood and tiled floors, granite kitchen and bathroom countertops and a spacious laundry room.
The Board of Trustees and Parsonage committee took into consideration the construction workers which caused a delay in
the targeted completion date. Recognizing that many contractors have to reduce their workforce in inclement and winter
weather, the church and contractor agreed that it would be beneficial to for everyone to perform other contracted jobs that
required working out of doors and to complete the interior of our parsonage in times of inclement or winter weather.

BEULAH CAMP
The shell of a new dormitory (left) has been
erected at Beulah Camp where the former
65-year-old dormitory was demolished (lower
left). The stone blocks were used for the footings
of the building as well as being used for pillars
for 14 new cabins (lower right). The secondstory floor of the old dormitory was cut into
sections to provide flooring for the new 16 x 20
foot cabins and the roofs are also sections of
the old dormitory roofs. These new buildings
are being used for classrooms and some are
available for purchase.

On the base of the column is engraved
Obenshain
“Bishop and Mrs. Rayburn,” followed by
“What therefore God has joined together
let not man put asunder Matt. 19 Chapt. 6V”.
However, the true identity of the woman, whether she
actually was married to W.H. Rayburn, and even how
the monument was paid for are all open to question.
And “Bishop” Rayburn isn’t buried there anyway.
The Rev. William H. Rayburn (1836-1930) originally
was a conventional Methodist preacher, married with
two children. He was serving in Williamsville when
his theological views — and his open dalliance with a
woman identified only as “Mrs. Redfield” — led to his
being deposed by the Methodist conference.
Rayburn apparently abandoned his family to remain
with Mrs. Redfield. He also continued to preach his
own doctrines in the Williamsville area. In 1876, the
Methodist conference sent another minister, Rev. C.A.
Obenshain, to Williamsville to preach against “Rayburnism.” Obenshain, however “caught the disease”
himself and the Methodist conference deposed him
as well.
The two preachers nonetheless started to build a following, especially near Williamsville and in Schuyler
County in Illinois, but also elsewhere. The Illinois State
Register published a generally positive article on Oct.
20, 1883, after interviewing Rayburn and Obenshain.
Mr. Rayburn left the Methodist conference in 1868, while
pastor of the Williamsville circuit in this county, his
peculiar doctrines being not considered orthodox. There
have been quite a number of his Williamsville church
who have stuck to him ever since. … He has … preached
in California, in the eastern states and has made three
seperate (sic) trips to Europe, the first time in 1880. … He
reports the success of his ministry to be flattering.
In the interview, Rayburn and Obenshain denied
reports that they supported “free love,” but confirmed
that they practiced faith healing.
The Register writer found Rayburn, in particular, to be
an attractive man.

Photos by Paul Black
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The personal appearance of Bishop Rayburn is rather
striking. … (H)us very marked style would denote him
to be a preacher, and one too, who had a good opinion
of his own personal appearance, which it would be hard
to convince him was not fully shared by the ladies of his
acquaintance. In fact, the bishop’s general “get up” would
denote him to be a “killer” of no mean powers, should he
choose to exercise them, which of course we do not for a

Rayburn

moment believe he would do.
Rayburn and Obenshain needed some positive press
coverage by October 1883. Their sect, known as the
Pilgrim movement, had set up headquarters in the
tiny Schuyler County town of Erwin (which no longer
exists). However, members of the church had had several run-ins with local opponents, and in September
1883 the Pilgrims’ temple was blown up. The bombing
was thought to have been an attempt to kill Obenshain, who lived in the building.
The New York Times had taken notice of the Pilgrims
on Aug. 25, 1883, publishing a story that reported that
some Pilgrim ceremonies were “simply orgies of unrestrained promiscuity.” What’s more, according to the
Times, Obenshain also had promoted Rayburn from
Pilgrim minister to God.
The Pilgrims soon came to accept Rayburn as their
deity, and in the praise-songs the word “God” omitted
and word Rayburn substituted. For instance, instead of
“Jesus is a rock in the weary land,” they sang “Rayburn
is a rock...”
The Register’s Springfield rival, the Illinois State Journal,
published a version of the Times article in its Sept. 9
edition, adding its own editorial condemnation:
If the truth is told about this society it is a disgrace to the
state of Illinois and its workings should be fully exposed
to the light of day, and those of its members who are
guilty of crimes against the laws of the state be made to
suffer their penalty.
Despite the controversy, Rayburn and Obenshain continued their evangelization efforts. They increasingly
began to concentrate on overseas conversions, although Rayburn and his wife — or, rather, his woman
companion, whoever she was — regularly returned to
central Illinois for visits.
“Mrs. Rayburn” died a few weeks after one of those
visits, according to an October 1891 Register story.
Mrs. Mattie Rayburn, wife of the Rev. W.H. Rayburn, died
last Tuesday in New York city, aged 50 years. Mrs. Rayburn, in company with her husband, who is a missionary,
and the Rev. C.A. Obenshain, of Rushville, returned to
New York city from a visit to Egypt and Palestine about
two months ago. They visited Springfield two weeks
ago, this being Mr. Rayburn’s former home. When they
returned to New York, Mrs. Rayburn died.

pared. The statue atop the column was sculpted by
the Springfield firm of Richter and Doland, the Register
reported in 1893. “(I)t is pronounced a very fine piece
of work and at once recognized by all who knew her
during her life,” the story said.
Folklore suggests that the monument faces northeast
so that Mattie Rayburn could look down on residents
of Williamsville who had scorned her in life.
Mattie Rayburn’s Springfield funeral took place at the
duplex home of a Martha Grube at 13th Street and
Moffat Avenue. That circumstance that led to more
bad publicity for Rayburn in 1894, when Grube’s
tenants in the other half of the house, Catherine and
Christian Schliff, divorced. Mrs. Schliff, age 69, said her
70-year-0ld husband had moved in with Mrs. Grube,
after which the two “conducted themselves in a lewd
and unchaste fashion,” according to a report published in the July 29, 1894, Register.
Mrs. Schliff declares that her husband is under the
influence of a man who professes to be a preacher,
and who advocates the doctrine of “free love;” that
this man is one Bishop Rayburn, and that he claims
to be head of the Oneida community, a free love sect
in New York … Mrs. Schliff will file an action against
Rayburn for money he alleges he secured from her
husband by undue influences. She declares that part
of the money expended in building the large $17,000
monument by Rayburn to the memory of his wife and
erected over her grave at Oak Ridge cemetery in this

MONUMENT CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Ripe for the Harvest: Community Gardens in the IGRC
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BY CHRISTINA KROST

The most recent data from Feeding America.org shows
that 48.1 million Americans live in food insecure
households, including 32.8 million adults and 15.3
million children. In the over 60 age group, 5.4 million
seniors, or 9 percent, were food insecure. Food insecurity is the state of being without reliable access to a
sufficient quantity of affordable, nutritious food. In the
US, hunger isn’t caused by a lack of food, but rather the
continued prevalence of poverty.
One can see these statistics lived out in both rural and
urban America, where many low-income families live
in “food deserts” and lack the transportation necessary
to get to fully stocked grocery stores. Instead, they live
on inexpensive processed foods found in convenience

stores, which are high in sugar and carbs and low in
nutrition. These foods are not good for the growing
bodies of children, but are often all their families can afford. Sadly, they are also the foods distributed in many
feeding assistance programs.

United Methodists around the world are called to steward the land and care for one another as a reflection of
our love of God. And the Illinois Great Rivers Conference is answering that call in amazing ways: by hosting
community gardens.

The United Methodist Social Principles on The Natural
World has a statement on Food Justice which reads:

Why community gardens?

“We support policies that increase access to quality food,
particularly for those with the fewest resources. We affirm
local, sustainable, and small-scale agriculture opportunities that allow communities to feed themselves. We decry
policies that make food inaccessible to the communities
where it is grown and the farmworkers involved in its
growth.”

Community gardens provide locally grown produce to
those that cannot afford to obtain it otherwise.
They are also great spaces for spending time outdoors,
building community relations, and educating people
about healthy eating. Sizes vary depending on the
space available to the church. Gardens can be on the
church’s property or located somewhere in the community. Some churches opt to build raised beds and truck

in loads of topsoil, others simply till up the ground
and plant directly in the earth. The idea and leadership
for a community garden can be pastor driven or laity
led. Gardens can be tended by youth, seniors, families,
church members and non-church members alike. Some
gardens pledge percentages of their harvests to local
food pantries and feeding ministries, others benefit
the volunteers who put in time weeding and watering.
Some gardens have large budgets and receive funding
from grants, others cost little more than a few packets
of seeds.
But gardens of all sizes make an impact in their community. What these gardens and their workers have in
common is a desire to be a light in their communities.
They heed the call of Isaiah 58:10 which says, “If you

pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire
of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness
and your gloom be as the noonday.”
Though the work involved with a garden might seem
daunting, the opportunity for connection and community building is almost certainly worth the trouble.
Do you see food insecurity in your own community?
How is your congregation responding to this need?
(Christina Krost is an elementary teacher turned mom
turned United Methodist pastor’s wife turned climate
justice advocate. She does outreach support for Faith in
Place (www.faithinplace.org), an interfaith Earth care
non-profit. She lives with her husband, Todd, and her three
young daughters in Neoga, as they serve Grace, Etna and
Toledo UMC. She blogs at 5matches.com).

RESOURCES
Faith in Place Congregation Supported
Agriculture Toolkit http://www.faithinplace.
org/our-programs/congregation-supportedagriculture-csa
University of Illinois Local Foods and Small
Farms: http://web.extension.illinois.edu/state/
smallfarms/index.php
Food & Faith by Norman Wirzba https://www.
amazon.com/Food-Faith-Theology-NormanWirzba/dp/0521146240
Cultivating Neighborhood: Identifying Best
Practices for Launching a Christ-centered
Community Garden https://www.amazon.
com/Cultivating-Neighborhood-IdentifyingPractices-Christ-Centered/dp/1625646569
Film: A Place at the Table: http://www.takepart.
com/place-at-the-table

Neoga Grace UMC
Grace UMC’s mission committee began discussing planting a garden in the late winter. Some church
members had attempted to do a community garden in the
past but were never able to organize enough space and
volunteers. So the interested church members wanted to
make a more coordinated effort this year. It was decided
that since the church grounds did not have enough space
to host a garden that members of the committee would
petition the school board to use a 20ft. x 20ft. space at an
unused school building that has been turned into a community center. The petition was granted and the process
has fostered a positive relationship between the church
and the school board.
Members of the committee struggled with deciding
who would receive the garden’s harvest. Some felt that the
garden should be a “teaching garden”, where only those
working on the garden would receive produce. Other
members wanted to offer the produce to the families
receiving food from the summer backpack feeding
ministry. In the end, there was enough for both—those
who worked the garden could take what they wanted, and
still several bags of produce were offered to the summer
backpack feeding ministry each week.
Once the summer backpack feeding ministry ended
the surplus produce was brought to the church and was
placed on the welcome table. Church members could take
what they wanted for themselves or to share with their
6
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neighbors. There was a jar for donations placed next to
the produce, with all proceeds going toward next year’s
garden.
The GUMC garden’s greatest challenges were with
volunteers, as only 2-3 people regularly worked the garden, though they began with twice that number. Garden
volunteers also worried about food waste and that recipients of the produce would not know how to prepare it, so
volunteers included recipes and a note telling recipients
where the produce came from and how to get involved
with the garden.
Despite being small scale, the green beans, cabbage,
eggplant, zucchini, squash, sweet potatoes, cauliflower,
and broccoli flourished. The start-up costs were next to
nothing: plants and seeds were donated, the city dropped
off a few tons of topsoil for less than $20, and a bale of
straw and recycled newspapers kept weeds at bay. An
agreement with the school board was made about the
garden committee offsetting the costs of water, but to date
there has been no cost for water.
Next year, garden committee members would like
to see more involvement with the community and youth,
perhaps partnering with the 4H groups in town. Though
there was a steep learning curve, the garden committee
felt they made a significant difference to several families
in need, making the hard work in the heat and sun completely worthwhile.

Springfield Douglas Ave. UMC
Over the last few years DAUMC became more intentional about increasing their presence and focusing on
the changing needs of the neighborhood. Two years ago
the church purchased a property adjacent to the parking
lot and razed a home that was beyond repair. The church
was undecided on how to use this new space until it was
proposed to use the land for ministry, not a parking lot,
and host a neighborhood garden. A focus group was
organized by the church missions committee. Letters
introducing the concept of a neighborhood garden were
hand delivered to residences surrounding the church. The
letter asked for those interested in the proposed garden to
serve on a steering/planning committee. There was a tremendous response to the neighborhood garden proposal.
A steering committee was organized by members of
the church missions committee, members of the congregation, and interested neighbors and was led by the Associate Pastor Margaret Jessup. A couple that lives next to
the garden took the greatest amount of interest and soon
led the efforts with church oversight. The church allowed
the neighbors the greatest voice in planning and organizing the garden, and they selected the foods to plant.
The major focus of the garden was to provide
healthy food to anyone in need--those who enjoy healthy
food options and those who lack food due to economic
challenges. All who entered the garden were invited to
pick and enjoy any food that they could use. It was not

required to work in the garden to enjoy its bounty. Any
produce that was not utilized by neighbors was given to
those in need. Members of the church were encouraged to
help harvest, weed, water, share, and enjoy the food.
Another focus of the garden project was to provide
a peaceful space to fellowship with neighbors and be in
nature. Outdoor furniture was donated and neighbors
often sit in the garden and visit with each other. The space
is sometimes used for weekly prayer meetings. One night
a week is set aside as "garden night" to work in the garden
and be in community with each other. It has been an
excellent way to meet new people. Through the connections made through this year’s garden some new faces
have joined in worship and a young person joined in on a
mission trip.
The initial energy to prepare and plant the garden
was inspiring. The children of the church and the children
from an at-risk after school program helped plant and
paint the raised boxes. People from the church helped the
neighbors build the planting boxes, haul mulch and soil,
and plant seeds.
Initial cost for the garden was approximately $2000
for lumber, soil, mulch, seeds, and plants. Next year’s
garden will be less expensive as the boxes and soil will be
used again. Two special offerings were taken over last 2
years with the purpose to use the funds to increase neighborhood ministries.
The greatest challenge of the garden was keeping the

momentum and interest high during the hot weeks when
the garden required great care and needed daily watering and weeding. There was also a learning curve about
types of plants, planting schedules, and how to help plants
thrive in hot and dry weeks. Looking forward to next
year, more effort will be made to schedule more help and
to continue to incorporate the garden into the life of the
church.

Peoria Forrest Hill UMC
The garden came about when the neighborhood
association expressed interest in having a community
garden and FHUMC had land available for such use. The
City of Peoria was interested in creating more green spaces within the city and invited Rev. Curt Keller to attend a
meeting in which community gardening was promoted.
The FHUMC trustees liked the idea of the community
garden as it would reduce lawn maintenance costs and
connect more to the community. At the city wide meeting
FHUMC was chosen as a pilot garden project because the
land was ready for immediate use and church and community members were ready to volunteer their time.
This group of church and community members took
the lead in designing and beginning the garden. Though
FHUMC has not added any members because of the garden, the garden has people coming to the church property on a regular basis in a positive way and has improved
community ties. It has also reduced the money spent on
mowing.

Children’s Book: City Green: https://www.amazon.com/City-Green-DyAnne-DiSalvo-Ryan/
dp/068812786X
The church did not invest any money in the garden,
just allowed the use of land. All the costs in developing
the garden were borne by the gardeners. There is a fee
of $20 per plot and those who own a plot tend and take
the produce grown in that plot. Water from the church is
used when needed. There is a rainwater collection system
in the garden, though it is not always adequate. In dry
months the church may see a few months of higher water
bills. Some years the garden group has given the church
a check to help offset those costs. However, the increase
in water bill is still less than the cost of having the area
mowed.
The garden committee has the freedom to oversee
the garden. Each year there are improvements made to
the garden, such as expanded rain water collection, better fencing, raised garden plots, and organic gardening
methods. The relationship created with the garden will
continue as long as the community wants to use it.

Edwardsville St. John UMC
After a church-wide study of Change the World by
Rev. Michael Slaughter, church members like Jan Denby

GARDENS CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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The garden’s annual expenses average about $2000-$2500.
Some start-up money came from the congregation and a generous church supporter. The garden committee sought a grant from
Monsanto for $25,000. The grant was awarded and will be used for
improvements and support for years to come.
Though the garden is in its fifth year, no two years have been
alike, so the garden is reevaluated annually. The committee considers plant selection, takes feedback from the pantries, and revises
picking schedules. More involvement from the greater community,
such as SIUE students or high school students that need community
service hours, is a long term goal.
Perhaps the most rewarding part of the garden project is the
year-end “banquet”, which consists of chili made with tomatoes,
peppers and onions from the garden. All garden volunteers and
the leaders from each pantry are invited to attend. Each pantry
representative is asked to share a story about some of their clients
and how the food grown and donated impacts those families. The
pantries thank the garden growers and workers, who hear how the
work they’ve put in really does matter to their brothers and sisters
in the community. These testimonies complete the circle for those
involved with the work of the garden.
East Peoria Dayspring UMC, Jacksonville Grace UMC, Peoria
Northwest UMC, Kankakee Asbury UMC, Springfield Grace UMC,
Blue Mound UMC and Kumler Outreach Ministries have all had
community gardens. There are likely more gardens around the conference of varying shapes and sizes. The gardens profiled here are
simply a cross section of the different ways that garden ministries
have been realized at churches in the IGRC.

ReThink
Mission
CONFERENCE NEWS

and church leaders like Michelle Babb and Rev. Katie Gholson had
a brainstorming session to address how the church could do more
to bring God's kingdom to Earth. From those discussions a passion and interest in creating a garden that would feed people in the
Metro-East area fresh produce was revealed.
The challenges were many. The largest were financing the
start-up costs for the project, which spans 4 tenths of an acre on
our church property, and getting enough volunteers to do the labor.
Weed control was a problem and took three growing seasons to
conquer.
But the garden’s successes have been amazing, feeding hundreds, maybe thousands, of people fresh produce. The average
production from the garden is 13,000-15,000 pounds of produce
per year. Fresh veggies are expensive, and many families simply
cannot afford or secure them. A projected tally of the cost of what
the produce grown at the community garden is worth is $22,500 per
year (15,000 lbs x $1.50/lb = $22,500).
Food pantries and programs throughout Madison and St. Clair
Counties have benefitted from the harvest, including Leslie Bates
Neighborhood House in East St. Louis, Alton Food Pantry, Community Hope Center in Cottage Hills, Hamel Food Pantry, Staunton
Food Pantry, Trinity UMC, East St. Louis
Feeding Program, Free Lunch
Friday, Immanuel
UMC in Edwardsville,
Troy Pantry, and
Glen Ed Food Pantry in Edwardsville.

>> CONFERENCE NEWS <<

Photos by Paul Black

MONUMENT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
city, was secured from her husband in that way.
Rayburn died at age 94 in 1930 in Belfast, Northern
Ireland, where he is buried. Puzzlingly, however, his
Illinois State Journal obituary identified the woman
buried at Oak Ridge as “Hannah Funk Rayburn,” rather
than Mattie, adding that Hannah was “a woman of fine
character and presence” who was “affectionately known
as Mother Rayburn.”

A little more information about the mysterious Mrs.
Redfield comes from the memoirs of another Methodist minister, Samuel Rufus Harshman, which were
published in 1914. Harshman attended an 1868 camp
meeting in Pennsylvania where Rayburn and Mrs. Redfield allegedly were far too affectionate for Methodist
sensibilities. His description:

That story gave Hannah’s age at death at 62, although
the gravestone suggests Mattie died at age 55, and the
original story of her death said she was about 50.

There were rumors afloat that (Rayburn’s) conduct was not
above reproach; and that his relations with a Mrs. Redfield,
the widow of a Free Methodist preacher, were not what
they should be. She was also at this meeting. She was a
woman of unusual ability and forcefulness, but considerably older than Mr. Rayburn …

Peoria-area researchers Jerry Klein and Jack Bradley, in
their 1996 book on the monument, Lusts of the Prairie
Preachers, seemingly conclude that Mattie, Hannah and
“Mrs. Redfield” all were the same woman. They don’t
explain their reasoning, however, and Lusts in general is
confusingly overwrought.

Suggestively, one of the inspirations for Free Methodism was a physician/evangelist named John Wesley
Redfield, who was born in 1810 and died in 1863, only
five years before the redoubtable Widow Redfield
appeared in Williamsville. J.W. Redfield is buried in
Marengo, Ill.

Whether the woman buried in Springfield is Mrs. Redfield, Hannah Funk, or someone else, Bishop Rayburn
reportedly never got over her death. Aside from the
giant monument, Klein and Baker claim that, although
Rayburn married an English woman in 1895, he always
had an empty place set at meals for Mattie.

Roughly 100 persons from the Illinois Great Rivers
Conference and the Northern Illinois Conference
attended the College of Christian Life Aug. 15-17 at
the Embassy Suites in East Peoria.

This year’s speaker was Rev. Mike Slaughter (upper
right), chief dreamer and directing pastor of
Ginghamsburg Church in Tipp City, Ohio. Slaughter
drew on principles from his book The Passionate

Church to address the theme, ReThink Mission.
Worship was also a part of the conference (upper
left) as a band led by worship leader Rich Rubietta
(bottom) set the stage for the learning event.

While confusing about the identity of the buried
woman, The Journal’s obituary of Bishop Rayburn was
evocative about his motivations for constructing the
striking memorial.
In this monument a remarkable man undertook to give
expression to his affection for the mate who had shared
his career as a preacher and church organizer. Oak Ridge
Cemetery was selected as the location because Rayburn
regarded it as offering the most beautiful site in the territory in which he had preached.
(Reprinted with permission from the website of the Sangamon County Historical Society, www.sangamoncountyhistory.org)

Disability Awareness Sunday Sept. 25
Churches in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference observe Disability Awareness
Sunday on the fourth Sunday of September or another date convenient to the
congregation. Churches are encouraged to receive a special offering, which is
remitted to the conference (IGRC # 0020 - Disability Awareness Sunday) for use
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in supporting congregations seeking to increase their architectural or attitudinal
accessibility to people with disabilities (see Book of Discipline paragraph 265.4).
Visit the IGRC website at: www.igrc.org/disabilitysunday for planning helps and
resources for local church observances.
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NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE WORK
CONTINUES TO GIVE BACK TO GOD
EAST ST. LOUIS – James 1:17 states: “Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no
variableness, neither shadow of turning.”
As a United Methodist Community Center,
and Golden Cross ministry, Lessie Bates Davis
Neighborhood House strives to bring God’s Love to
all people. We believe God has truly hidden Himself
within the many faces of individuals and families
seeking help. There are thousands of children
and families in our community, who are suffering
tremendous hardships, who often have no one to
turn to, and have given up hope. As a Mission of the
United Methodist Church, the Neighborhood House
believes that “in God’s Name all things are possible.”
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House is excited
to welcome our new President/CEO, Christopher
Coleman. Coleman is a man of faith who believes in
working with community partners to transform lives
and create processes that will exceed the needs and
desires of our citizens. Our prayers each day, will be
to effectively share God’s love through service to all
in need. “By communicating with God, prayers are
answered and it provides a greater peace and joy.” Jesus
said, “I came that they might have life, and have it more
abundantly.” As Lessie Bates continue to serve those in
need, we recognize not all problems will be eliminated,
but as faithful servants, we can provide the Ministry to
support individuals and families understand the power
of God’s Love”, Coleman stated.

Teachers work with the children to improve their
cognitive, social and physical abilities. In order to be
eligible for services, parents must be working or in
school. The program is designed to serve children
who are at-risk of abuse or neglect. In addition, the
Child Care Program also provides Pre-Kindergarten
classes.
Providing A Sure Start (PASS) is an early
intervention/prevention program designed to
significantly better prepare children and prepare
parents to assist their children in assuring “A
Sure Start” and a successful school experience.
The program provides Parent Training, Child
Development and Life Skills Classes in conjunction
with comprehensive Case Coordination to children
birth to 3 years of age and their parents.
The goal of the Healthy Families Program is to
promote positive parent-child interaction; promote
healthy childhood growth and development; and
to enhance family functioning by building trusting
relationships, teaching problem solving skills and
improving the family’s support system.
The Retired and Senior Volunteer Program
provides volunteer opportunities for retired persons
in the community. Through this program retired
volunteers can make a difference in their own
community through volunteering with community
action groups, at local day cares or other community
sites.

Lessie Bates continues to serve the community with
a host of programs. The identified programs are
critical services necessary to empower and support
individuals and families to become self-sufficient and
move out of poverty.

AmeriCorps supports opportunities for volunteers
to provide intensive services to the East St. Louis
community. The AmeriCorps program provides
tutoring in schools throughout the area, after-school
programs and within the food pantry. The volunteers
work in more than 50 different sites and serve more
than 2,500 children and youth, as well as more than
1,000 in the food pantry each month.

Child Care and Pre-Kindergarten Program:
Neighborhood House provides day care services
to children 6 weeks to 5 years of age. Children are
cared for in a warm, safe and nurturing environment.

The After School Program provides a variety of
recreation/education and social development
activities for children and youth in the community.
Activities include arts and crafts, sports, tutoring

and homework assistance, leadership training,
field trips, conflict resolution and cultural arts. Over
300 children and youth participate annually in
the summer and after-school activities, which are
provided at four sites in the community.
TANF Job Placement Program: Neighborhood
House provides Job Readiness, Job Placement
and Job Retention Services for TANF (Individuals
receiving Government assistance) parents.
JTED-EPIC stands for Employment Opportunities,
Personalized Services, Individualized Training and
Career Planning. Individuals benefit from personal
career development and accelerated training plans
to meet their specific needs; job skill trainings and
credentials in high-demand fields; work-based
learning opportunities with local employers; and
ongoing team counseling that can lead to jobs.
This Employment and Training Program will assist
underemployed and unemployed SNAP recipients.
This program is part of a national study that includes
an evaluation process to create strategies to
implement with the existing SNAP education and
training program.
Meals On Wheels provides Seniors an opportunity
to remain in their own homes and needing to
relocate to a nursing facility. The nutritious meal,
friendly visit and safety check help them cope
with three of the biggest threats of aging: hunger,
isolation and loss of independence. Research proves
that when seniors have the right support, they gain
greater quality of life, need fewer hospital stays and
live longer.
On behalf of the CEO, Board, Volunteers and Staff,
we want to thank The United Methodist Church for
the unwavering support for over 107 years. Please
continue to support and pray for the agency, as we
continue to change lives. The bible tells us that with
only the faith of a mustard seed, we can move a
mountain. So imagine how many mountains can be
moved when you put all our little mustards seeds
together!

Photos courtesy of Jim Whitfield, Chaddock

Chaddock cuts ribbon
on new Education Center
QUINCY - As hundreds of friends,
supporters and staff looked on, the ribbon was
cut and the doors officially opened Aug. 14 on
the newly-constructed Chaddock Education
Center.
Built in response to a dramatic increase in
demand for the specialized services Chaddock
offers, the $11 million project provides the
therapeutic and emotional environment their
students require for optimal learning and
therapy. It replaces the former school building,
which was built in the late 1950s and designed
for about 45 students. Chaddock’s current
student enrollment is 90 students, and is
expected to climb.
“I began working here 22 ½ years ago and I
can remember hearing about the need for a new
school even then,” said Chaddock President/
CEO Debbie Reed. “That dream was sometimes
delayed, but it never went away. When ideas and
dreams like that don’t go away, I think it is a way
God has of speaking to us,” she added.
The need for a new school became critical as
enrollment increased, and plans for construction

began anew in 2012. A new fundraising effort
officially began in March of 2013, garnering
support from individuals, foundations, church
groups, and other organizations across the
country. In February 2015 the Chaddock Board
of Trustees approved a financing plan. Ground
was broken in May of 2015 with the goal of
having the new school ready to accept new
students in August of 2016.
“Over the years, there have been so many
hands, including those of our supporters, who
have helped shape this school. They are the ones
who built the foundation,” said Reed.
Jerry Douglas, Chaddock’s Director of
Education for 16 years, remarked, “This is the
most exciting time I can remember at Chaddock
School. Over the past year as the construction
progressed and the new school developed,
excitement, enthusiasm, and even a sense of
awe gripped the staff. We are discussing the
new facility from the vantage point of new
possibilities, outcomes, and opportunities to
reach, connect, and teach our students and
impact their families,” Douglas said.

Shreve selected as higher
education coordinator
SPRINGFIELD – Amy Shreve of Owensboro, Ky., has been named as the
IGRC Coordinator of Higher Education and Campus Ministry.
Shreve, who will begin her duties Sept. 1, is the first
to hold this part-time position which previously was
filled with a contracting consultant. Many of her
responsibilities will center around resourcing Wesley
Foundation boards and campus ministries in the areas
of goal setting, fundraising, board development, and
accountability.

Photos courtesy of Vera Jones, LBDNH

Bill Kreeb, former executive director of the Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House
was honored for his 35 years of service to the agency with an Aug. 20 celebration at the Gateway Convention Center. Kreeb, who retired May 1, saw the agency grow
from a community center serving several hundred residents to serving more than 18,000. The festivities included a performance by the Sunshine African Dancers and
Kreeb (center) is pictured with LBDNH Board President Earl McDowell, Jr. and his successor, Christopher Coleman.
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BY LISA GRAVES
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House

Shreve has a great deal of experience collaborating with
many groups. She has recruited and trained adults, college-age and youth.
She has 10 years of experience in Christian education, serving six years as
Director of Youth Ministries from Champaign First UMC and two years as
Director of Christian Education and Youth for Urbana Wesley UMC.
Shreve has six years of experience with Appalachia Service Project as a group
leader in Kentucky, Tennessee and North Carolina.
She and her husband Scott are the parents of two children. Scott Shreve is a
visiting professor of biology at Brescia University.

Chaddock School construction fast facts
• $11 million project includes the Education Center, a new
maintenance facility, and a new parking lot
• Approximately 30,000 square feet of new construction
• The existing gymnasium and pool were incorporated into the
design of the new building
• 13 Classrooms, with an expected capacity of 130 students
• Besides classrooms, Chaddock’s new school includes a library,
historical archive room, tutoring and study rooms, and counseling,
sensory, and therapy offices
• State of the art classroom technology and student safety features,
including interactive, wireless classroom technology, more than
50 security cameras placed throughout the building, and an
electronic visitor screening system.
• Energy efficient heating & cooling
• 71,184 bricks placed

What does a hospital chaplain do?
BY BRUCE BAUMBERGER
Chaplain, Alton Memorial
Hospital

A hospital chaplain
provides spiritual care
to the patients, their
families, the staff,
and the physicians
within the hospital. Depending upon
the philosophy of the hospital and its
resources, it is possible that each unit
in the hospital may have a chaplain
specializing in the particular medical area
of that unit. It is also possible, though, that
a single chaplain may be responsible for
the spiritual care of the entire hospital.
The scope of spiritual care may range from
providing comfort for the discomforted
to arranging for the religious needs of
individuals whose religious and cultural
needs differ from our own. A chaplain
rejoices with those who rejoice and weeps
with those who weep, moving from one
emotional climate to another simply by
stepping from one room to the next.

Unlike parish ministers, who get to build
long-term relationships with their flock,
hospital chaplains have to build trust
quickly, providing quality spiritual care in
difficult circumstances while maintaining
a firm grip on their faith and desire to
represent God respectfully.
Through the Golden Cross Offering, the
chaplain at Methodist Hospital in Peoria
and at Alton Memorial Hospital in Alton,
along with the eight other Health and
Welfare ministries within the boundaries
of the IGRC receive funds to extend the
grace and love of Jesus Christ to the
communities we serve. These ministries
move in the spirit of John Wesley; we
minister to those who feel disenfranchised,
thrown-away, and invisible to the church.
As representatives of the UMC and
ambassadors for Christ, we provide the
living evidence that God has not forsaken
or forgotten them. Your gifts to Golden
Cross allow us to continue to roam the
fields that are “white unto harvest.”
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A thumb’s up for education
BY BUNNY WOLFE
IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach

CONFERENCE NEWS

During our recent trip to Liberia, we visited several of our
schools, met some of our scholarship students, took student
pictures and caught up on two building projects – New Hope
United Methodist Church on the outskirts of Monrovia and
Bethany United Methodist Church in Buchanan.
This was our first trip back to Liberia since the Ebola
crisis. It has seemed forever since our last trip to Liberia in
March 2014. How good it was to see everyone once again!
What a blessing to also learn NO ONE with whom we have
worked and NO ONE we visited lost a family member to
Ebola. That is a miracle!
Staying overnight in Gbarnga in order to visit with
students at Tubman Gray United Methodist School, we met
little Hellen Tugbah. After several photos, Hellen gave us a
big “thumbs up” sign. She is cute and has a personality that
will win your heart. This beautiful, confident little girl will
advance to K-2 for the 2016-2017 school year. In Liberia,
children have two years of Kindergarten before entering first
grade. Hellen is going to go places. She is a bright child.
After taking photos of children, I visited with Helena, a
Kindergarten teacher I met when we held a teacher training
session several years ago at this same school. She had taught
Kindergarten over 25 years when we first met in 2009. I saw
her passion for education and her love of children. Indeed,
she was a veteran teacher who loved each and every student.
We simply sat and talked. Today, Helena, is no longer able to

teach, but she proudly took me into the elementary library
where she continues to work with children. It was one of the
nicest, well organized and well stocked library that I have ever
seen in Liberia.
Another teacher training is scheduled for next summer.
We will interact and train elementary teachers at the Tubman
Gray United Methodist School. Teachers from surrounding
United Methodist Schools will also attend. If you know of
teachers in your local church who might be interested in
getting to know teachers in Liberia, please contact me at
bwolfe@igrc.org. There is still room for 4 to 6 additional
teachers to participate in July 2017.
Looking at the photos of students, Helena’s eyes lit up
with delight when she saw Hellen. “That’s my granddaughter!
She’s named after me!” The same twinkle was in Helena and
Hellen’s eyes. Like all grandparents, Helena was very proud
of her granddaughter. Like all grandparents, she hopes little
Hellen will have a better life someday.
Now is the time to think about the next school year. As
we begin school in August, schools in Liberia will also begin.
A donation of $175 to IGRC Advance # 6995 - Liberia
Scholarships will help children as well as older students
attend school in Liberia. This small amount will make a huge
difference in the life of a student and that student’s family.
Will you consider sponsoring a student in one of the Liberian
United Methodist Schools?
Thanks, Hellen Tugbah, for your “thumbs up” to the
Illinois Great Rivers Conference!

Are you ready for

Retirement?

Saluki Food Pantry result of IGRC Leadership Grant
BY CHRISTI MATHIS

CARBONDALE – Southern Illinois University Carbondale
is taking steps to ensure the nutritional needs of students
are being met.
The Saluki Food Pantry will open in the lower level of the
Student Center in time for the fall semester, which begins
Aug. 22.
Chancellor Brad Colwell, who announced plans for the
food pantry last spring, said, “We have a responsibility
to ensure our students’ needs – including access to
nutritional foods -- are met so they can focus on academic
and career success. I encourage the SIU community to
contribute to this important undertaking.”
The easiest way to get to the food pantry is to take the
elevators or stairs near Starbucks to the lower level of
the Student Center. The location is designed to be easily
accessible and centrally located for student convenience,
yet situated so that students are able to discreetly secure
food to meet their needs.
Any student currently enrolled at SIU, when presenting a
student ID, will be able to visit the pantry once a month
for food items and essential toiletries to supplement their
needs. While the chancellor’s office is providing support
for the pantry, in order to meet all needs, donations
are being sought. They can be dropped off at the food
pantry during operating hours or at the Innovation and
Sustainability Hub, located on the first floor of the Student
Center.
There currently isn’t refrigeration in the pantry, so
suggested items include: pasta sauce, soup, beans, canned
fruit and vegetables, peanut butter, jelly, whole-grain
breads, breakfast/protein bars, cereal, hand or body soap,
toothpaste and toothbrushes, deodorant, toilet paper,
tissues, paper towels, detergent, shampoo/conditioner,
and canned meats such as tuna, chicken and ravioli. Also,
reusable bags or plastic bags are welcomed for students to
use to transport the items.
In addition, volunteers are needed to help stock and
distribute the items to students. Those wanting to help,
or obtain more information, can contact Sara Sauerhage,
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a graduate assistant who will serve as Saluki Food Pantry
coordinator, at foodpantry@siu.edu.
Initially, the pantry will be open twice a week for three
hours. Plans call for it to be open each Monday from 3 to
6 p.m. and from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Tuesdays. Updated
schedules and other information can be found at www.
studentcenter.siu.edu/foodpantry.
While working on her master’s degree
in nutrition at SIU, Loran Luehr Morris
conducted a research study in 2013,
polling students from SIU, Eastern Illinois
University, Northern Illinois University and
Western Illinois University to determine
how many reported that they had “food
insecurity.” She defines food insecurity as a condition in
which someone has the inability to obtain an adequate
amount of food and sufficient nutrition.
Morris received nearly 1,900 responses and found that
35 percent of the respondents were “food insecure.” Even
before then, concerns about students having enough to
eat led Morris to secure a Leadership Grant through the
Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry of the
Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The United Methodist
Church and work with SIU’s Wesley Council, a registered
student organization and campus ministry, to establish the
Wesley Foundation Food Pantry in early 2012.
Morris, a Steeleville native, earned her bachelor’s degree in
human nutrition and dietetics that year and two years later
received her master’s degree in nutrition at SIU. She is now
a registered dietitian.
“The Prevalence of Food Security and Insecurity Among
Illinois University Students,” a research article with Morris
as the lead author, will soon be published by the Journal of
Nutrition Education and Behavior. Co-authors of the piece
that details Morris’ research and findings include Sylvia
Smith and Jeremy Davis, both associate professors of
animal science, food and nutrition, and Dawn Bloyd Null,

What do you need to plan for and consider? Can you financially or
emotionally afford it? Where will you live? What will you do?

wellness coordinator for Student Health Services.
Officials said a 2014 report by Feeding America, a national
network of food pantries, found 3 million college students
don’t have continuous access to nutritious food. Null
said that the needs at SIU are similar to those at other
universities, but SIU wants to do everything possible to
alleviate the problem for its students. Campus officials
want to assure that students can focus on success and
their future. Null noted that although food insecurity is
most common among off-campus students, even those
with meal plans who live in on-campus housing may still
have food issues during breaks.
Representatives from the Wesley Foundation Food Pantry
are working with SIU officials to assure the two pantries
complement one another for the benefit of the students.
The university is minimizing the cost for the new Saluki
Food Pantry by using shelving from a former Student
Center convenience store and by having existing staff and
volunteers operate the pantry. Community donations will
also defray expenses and grant funding will be sought.
The goal, at least in the beginning, is to be able to provide
a three-day supply of food to all students who utilize the
pantry. As supplies allow, that will be adjusted. In the
future, officials hope to partner with local farmers and
vendors as well as other food pantries to meet student
needs.
“Over time, we would like to expand the food pantry’s
offerings to include fresh food selections,” Geory Kurtzhals,
sustainability coordinator, said. “In addition, we plan to
leverage the extensive knowledge within our institution
to improve our food pantry and provide learning
opportunities for students.”
Students, faculty or staff who are interested in partnering or
collaborating can contact Kurtzhals at glkurtzhals@siu.edu.
(Reprinted with permission of Southern Illinois UniversityCarbondale, news.siu.edu)

“A 2014 report by Feeding America, a national network of food
pantries, found 3 million college students don’t have continuous
access to nutritious food.“

Pre-Retirement Seminar
Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund can help you work through these questions and
more at our annual Pre-Retirement Seminar to be held this year at the Pere Marquette
Hotel & Conference Center in Peoria.

To serve the retired clergy of the
Illinois Great Rivers Conference, their
spouses, and any dependent children.
Services to Retired Clergy and Spouses:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

$1.5 Million to purchase Medicare Supplement Plan
Assistance in Research Medicare Part D Plans
$500 Thousand Medicare Part D Benefit
Clergy Assistance Program for Retirees and Spouses
Virgin Health Miles Benefits for Retirees and Spouses
Fellowship Groups
Fall Banquets - Oct. 20: ARMS in Mt. Vernon

•
•
•

Seminar for Retirees and Spouses
Pastoral Care
Presence at Funerals and Presentation of Grave
Markers
Dental Loan Program
Hearing Aid Program
Financial and Estate Planning
Advocates for Retirees and Spouses

•
•
•
•

West Salem Trinity UMC
Oct. 25: Springfield Conf Center
Oct. 26: Savoy UMC
Oct. 28: Willow Hill UMC in East Peoria

When?

October 7-8, 2016 (1:00 Friday to 12:00 Saturday)

Where?

Pere Marquette Hotel, 501 Main St., Peoria, IL

Who?

Clergy & Spouses who are 10 years or less from retiring

Cost?

$45 individual; $75 couple. Plus lodging

A personal pension projection will be available for all who register by Sept. 23, AND
individual conferencing will be available for the projection and personal retirement
concerns.
Topics covered during the seminar will be: United Methodist Pension Plan, health
insurance, taxes in retirement, Medicare/Medicaid, housing options, adjusting to
retirement, identity changes, boundaries as retired clergy, relationship with spouse, rest
and relaxation, and wills
and estate planning.

www.pasbf.org
217-529-3221
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As the nation’s leading insurer of religious institutions, we offer
our policyholders access to the industry’s most robust network
of strategic connections. Our partnerships offer the specialized
insight and services you need to succeed in your mission — and
you can’t get them anywhere else. When it comes to protecting
your people, your property and the traditions you hold dear,
you’ll find we’re more than an insurer. We’re a partner who
helps you serve the greater good.
Make a strategic connection today.
Call (800) 554-2642 or visit www.churchmutual.com.
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference has chosen
Church Mutual as its recommended property
and liability insurance company.

© 2016 Church Mutual Insurance Company
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