
      COS 322: Theological Heritage III: Medieval--Reformation 
                            Apr. 14-15, 2023 
                                      May  12-13, 2023 
Instructor: Dr. Dennis Powers       e-mail: dtmjpowers@gmail.com 
 
OVERVIEW: This course seeks to introduce the student to that part of our 
Christian heritage which is known as the sixteenth century Reformation.  A 
major focus will be placed upon the lives of Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, 
and John Calvin as representatives of the times.  Attention will also be given 
to reforms within Catholicism as well as the so-called “Radical 
Reformation.”  A major emphasis of the course will be on how the various 
theologies that emerge from the Reformation impact church life today. 
 
OBJECTIVES:  

1. Analyze the period leading up to the Reformation. 
2. Critically engage the theologies of Luther, Zwingli, Calvin, and the 

Anabaptists. 
3. Recognize the historical context for the major theological concerns, 

such as justification by grace through faith. 
4. Note the outward influences upon the Reformation as it came into 

contact with Italy, England, France and the Netherlands. 
5. Demonstrate areas where the Reformation continues to impact the 

Church today. 
 
BOOKS: 
1. Alister McGrath, Reformation Thought [third edition] (Blackwell, 1999)  
ISBN: 0-631-21521-2 
 
2. Justo Gonzalez, The Story of Christianity vol.2: the Reformation to the 
Present Day  (HarperCollins, 1985)  ISBN: 0-06-063316-6 
 
3. Martin Luther, Three Treatises (Fortress, 1970) ISBN: 0-8006-1639-1 
 
4. Elsie McKee, ed. John Calvin: Writings on Pastoral Piety  (Paulist Press, 
2001)  ISBN: 0-8091-4046-2 
 
5. Carter Lindberg, ed. The European Reformations Sourcebook  (Blackwell, 
2000) ISBN: 978-0-631-21362-8 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 

mailto:dtmjpowers@gmail.com


1. Describe Luther’s concept of Church and State.  What would have 
been said about the use of religion by the Democratic and Republican 
parties today? (4 pages) 

2. What is Calvin’s doctrine of the Church?  Show how this directed his 
prayers, sermons, and order of worship.  How applicable is his 
doctrine to your work as a pastor? (4 pages) 

3. Explain the differences between the Catholic and Luther’s doctrine of 
justification by faith.  Why was this such a central issue for Luther?  
Is this still an issue today?  Explain. (4 pages) 

4. Distinguish between Luther, Zwingli, and the Catholic view of the 
Lord’s Supper.  Explain how these views concur or differ from your 
experience of the Lord’s Supper. (4 pages) 

5. Describe how events in John Calvin’s life helped him to form his 
conception of the sovereignty of God.  How did this lead to Calvin’s 
view on predestination?  Compare this doctrine with Paul’s statements 
in Rom. 9-11 and Eph.1.  (2 pages) 

6. Describe the connection between Zwingli and the Anabaptist 
movement.  Where did the Anabaptists disagree with Zwingli?  
Would their form of Church discipline work in your congregation 
today? (2 pages) 

7. What role did politics play in the start of the English Reformation?  
Who were the main figures who shaped English theology?  Does this 
tell us anything about how close or distant the Church should be from 
the State today? (2 pages) 

8. Who are the main figures in the Catholic Reformation?  How does the 
Catholic doctrine of Scripture differ from the Protestants?  How is 
their struggle to reform while maintaining tradition mirrored in the 
United Methodist Church today? (4 pages) 

 
All Assignments  due on Apr. 14th.  Please include your PIN# 
 
 


