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COS 524 THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON THE PRACTICE OF MINISTRY (Spring 2023) 
(Revised Syllabus –Fall 2022) 

 
This course is the capstone to the student’s basic course of study.  Its focus is the integration of the biblical, 
theological, and practical aspects of ministry. 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 
1.   Articulate a Trinitarian theology for the practice of ministry.  
2.   State clearly the nature and mission of the Church and its relation to pastoral ministry. 
3.   Demonstrate the ability to reflect theologically. 
4.   Develop a plan for lifelong theological reading, reflection, and growth. 

 
COURSE TEXTBOOKS 

 
The following books are required for the class.  It is expected that the students shall have read these books prior 
to the beginning of our class time and that these books shall shape the student’s writing before and during our 
class time. 
 
Buechner, Frederick, The Sacred Journey: A Memory of Early Days.   
Oden, Thomas, John Wesley’s Teachings: Volume 3, Pastoral Theology. 
Willimon, William H., Pastor: The Theology and Practice of Ordained Ministry. 
 
The following books should be purchased and brought to class.  They do not need to be “read” before class 
time, but will be used extensively in class. 
 
The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2016.   
Wood, Charles and Ellen Blue, Attentive to God: Thinking Theologically.   
 

READING  
 

Read the Buechner and Willimon books.  Write a two page synopsis of each book.  The synopsis should include 
at least one paragraph highlighting the major theme of the book.  The student shall also state three other 
themes or focuses on the book and react to these.  For example, “I was struck by Buechner’s discovery of the 
presence of God after the death of his father, I agree that God speaks, and we often do not hear because…”.  
I am looking for your ability to read, react and integrate the reading into your personal, theological construct. 
 
Read the Oden edition of John Wesley’s writings.  Take notes on Wesley’s theological process and application.  
Write a one-two page synopsis of the book and where you both appreciated and struggled with Wesley’s 
theology.  Note how and where Wesley’s Trinitarian approach (the work of God the Heavenly Father, Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit) shape his response.  Cite at least one direct example of this in pastoral care, baptism, 
evangelism, or the topic of your choice. 

 
WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 

 
1. Reading Journals.      Due the first day of class. 
 
See above description.  These three papers are due the first day of class. 
 
2. Theological Reflection.     Due the first day of the second weekend. 
 
The ability to integrate theology and the practice of ministry is the focus of our class.  Each student shall present 
a theological reflection on a case study from the book, Attentive to God (Wood/Blue).  The case studies, 
“incidents and situations”, are found in section two of the book.   
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During the second weekend of class you will present a paper and in-class reflection on that paper based on 
one case study.  Your paper is due the first session of the second weekend of class and you will present a 
twenty minute exposition of this reflection to the class.  The paper and reflection should address; 
 
 The environment and issues surrounding the case study, 
 A Trinitarian and Wesleyan reflection on these issues, 
 The practical applications for ministry in this setting based on these issues, 
 And any additional, personal experience or reason you would apply to your response. 
 
You should reflect at a personal level to the issue.  Are there experiences in your life that guide how you 
respond?  Fred Buechner reflected on his early life through a theological lens.  As you read his book you noted 
theological musings on providence, God’s revelation, grace and forgiveness, the call to discipleship.  Buechner 
wove into his reflections Biblical stories such as “the Garden of Eden” and themes such as “the communion of 
saints”.  For example, while looking back on the suicide of an uncle, Buechner could see both God’s 
providence and the expression of agape love in an encounter with that uncle just weeks before his death.   
 
I am less interested in your response as a pastor than I am “how you got there”.  You should respond, for 
example “I would not baptize this infant”, but the response should arise from the serious theological reflection, 
and practical application of ministry. 
 
3. Credo.        Due the last day of class.  
 
Write a reflection paper showing the integration of what you have learned about “Wesleyan” theology, the 
practice of ministry, the guiding principles found in The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, and 
your understanding of major theological beliefs.  It is expected that you will reflect on your understanding of the 
Trinity, the use of Scripture, sin and grace, justification and sanctification, and the sacraments.   
 
This paper is not an academic review of the books you have read.  Rather this is the statement of faith that you, 
as a United Methodist pastor, believe.  The paper may include reference to books you have read, and is 
expected to reference Biblical teaching, Wesleyan and Christian tradition, and your own story of faith.  The 
paper may be highly personal, that is you may speak of grace and forgiveness and tell of some moment in 
your life when this became real to you. 
 
The paper should be at least 5 pages in length (excluding bibliography) and is due the last day of class.   
 
4. Classroom participation. 
 
Students are expected to actively participate in class. 
 

 
FORMAT FOR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 

Format. 
All homework should be typed and printed on white, 8 ½ by 11” paper, printed on one side only, double 
spaced with one inch margins.  Use a 12 point margin, standard font (Times New Roman, Arial or Century 
Gothic). 

On each page of your homework include a header with your name, class number (COS 514) and the page 
number.  Correct spelling and grammar is expected for all homework. 

Late homework is not accepted.  It is your responsibility to get the work to the COS by the deadline noted.   

Proper Citations . 
Acts of plagiarism can have serious consequences on your grades and academic career with the Garrett-
Evangelical Course of Study School. In July, 1995, the faculty of NCJ/Garrett-Evangelical Course of Study School 
adopted guidelines regarding plagiarism. To avoid plagiarizing others’ words and ideas, use the following 
guidelines to help you prepare your papers and written work.  
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When using written resources to prepare sermons, bulletins, newsletter articles, or papers for school or work you 
must give proper credit to the originator(s) of the resource. It is the responsibility of the pastor, student, scholar, 
or writer to make sure that he or she accurately quotes others and acknowledges the sources he or she uses 
through proper citations. This is a brief summary of when and how to reference/acknowledge the works of 
others when you incorporate their material in your own written work. For further information, consult one of the 
sources listed on this page.  

What should citations look like?  

In Course of Study School courses, students should use the APA style of documentation unless your professor tells 
you specifically otherwise. This manual gives you information about how to prepare these parenthetical 
citations:  

(1994). Publication Manual of American Psychological Association. (4th ed.). Washington, D.C.: 
American Psychological Association.  

You can find it in the reference section of most public libraries, If a professor asks you to use Chicago or MLA 
style, you can read about them in these books:  

Chicago style: Turabian, K. L. (1987). A manual for writers of term papers, theses, and dissertations (5th 
ed.). Chicago: U of Chicago Press.  

MLA style: Gibaldi, J., and Achtert, W.S. (1984). MLA handbook for writers of research papers (2nd ed.). 
New York: Modem Language Association of America.  

When do I need to use citations?  

Whether you are quoting an entire sentence or simply a phrase or significant word, you should always indicate 
a direct quote by the use of quotation marks. At the end of the quote, include a reference to the source in 
parentheses in the following format: (source’s author, year published, page number). For example:  

 “Plagiarism is the act of using another person’s ideas or expressions in your writing without 
 acknowledging the source” (Gibaldi and Achtert, 1984, p. 20).  

 “Not surprisingly. . . Wesley’s expressed views on baptism are essentially in agreement with those of the 
 Church” (Heitzenrater, 1995, p. 200).  

Remember that when quoting, the intent of the writer should always be maintained. When using another 
person’s idea You must reference ideas that belong to someone else, even if you do not quote the person(s) 
exactly. This is so that others reading your material (or hearing your sermons) will know that this is not your 
original material, and will know the proper source of your ideas.  

Some things are common knowledge and do not need to be referenced (i.e., “George Washington was the 
first president of the United States] However, more specialized knowledge needs to be referenced in your work, 
even if you are not quoting a person directly. In this case, you do not use quotation marks, but you still include 
your reference in parentheses at the end of the sentence:  

 The Coptic New Testament contains many words that originally came from the Greek language 
 (Lambdin, 1995, p.13).  

Bibliographies.  
When you cite someone else’s work in your assignment, you must include a bibliography at the end of your 
assignment. This bibliography needs to contain reference information for all of the sources you have used.  
An APA bibliographic entry for a book is as follows; Last name, First Initial. (Year). Title. City published: Publishing 
House.  
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  Gibaldi, J., & Achtert, W.S. (1984). MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (2nd ed.). New York: 
 Modem Language Association of America.  
 Heitzenrater, R.P. (1995). Wesley and the People Called Methodists. Nashville: Abingdon Press.  

NOTE: In APA format, list the last name first for all the authors if there is more than one author. Use an 
ampersand (&) before the last author in place of “and”. 

An APA bibliographic entry for a book with an editor but no author (for example, a collection of essays) is as 
follows: Last name, First Initial (Ed.). (Year). Title. City published: Publishing House.  

 For example: Remak, J. (Ed.) (1969). The Nazi years: A Documentary History. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: 
 Prentice.  

 Paulsen, K. & Kuhn, RA. (Eds.) (1975.) Woman’s Almanac. Philadelphia: Armitage Press and Information 
 House.  

An APA bibliographic entry for an article in a journal is as follows. Last name, First Initial. (Year). Title of article. 
Title of Journal, Volume Number, first page-last page.  

 For example: Penter, S. (1906). Recollections of an Oregon pioneer. Oregon Historical Quarterly, 7, 56-61.  

Consult the APA handbook for more information about bibliographic entries. This book can be found in the 
reference section of most libraries.  

(Course of Study, Written Materials Handbook: GETS, rev.05/00) COS 2003  

CLASSROOM RULES 
 

Class Attendance is checked throughout the COS.  Students who fail to complete 18 hours of in class instruction 
will not receive credit for the course.  You will stay the entire time and no provision is made for missed class time. 
 
Class Participation is expected.  Since this is an intensive study, students are expected to be fully prepared with 
their class summary, presentations, questions, critiques, etc. 
 
Each student is expected to be respectful, tolerant, considerate, understanding, compassionate, to use decent 
language in communications, and to treat all as brothers and sisters in Christ with dignity and honor. 
 

EVALUATION AND GRADING SYSTEM 

The student’s evaluation takes into account attendance, participation in class, examinations or other 
requirements as made by the instructor, and all written work. 

Reading journal    25 percent 
Theological reflection     25 percent 
Credo      40 percent 
Classroom participation   10 percent 
 
The grading scale used is 90-100% (A), 80-89% (B), 70-79% (C), below 70% (no credit) 


