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NEWS

From The
Episcopal Office

>> NEWS FROM THE EPISCOPAL OFFICE <<

Black Friday is the day that retailers wait for all year
long. It is the day that their financial bottom lines
turn around.

Black Friday is not only the day for retailers, but it is
a day for shoppers to find bargains.

Bishop Frank Beard

Bishop Beard’s
Schedule
November 19, 2016

LaMoine River District Day
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC
10 a.m. – Fellowship time and refreshments
11:15 a.m. - Worship Service
Noon – luncheon
1 p.m. – Clergy Listening Session

November 20, 2016

Illinois River District Day
Contact Illinois River District Office for details

December 4, 2016

Kaskaskia River District Day
10 a.m. - Worship Service at Mount Vernon First UMC
6 p.m. - Worship Service at Fairfield First UMC

December 11, 2016

Aroma Park UMC - Vermilion River District
150th Anniversary
Worship Service

December 18, 2016

Normal First UMC - Vermilion River District
Worship Service

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard appoints the
following:
Amos Dillman to Bement, Iroquois River District, ¾ time,
effective Sept. 1.

Change of status
Linda Harris-Cosby, discontinuation of part-time local
pastor, effective Oct. 8.

Deaths
The Rev. Mary Erwin, 100, a
retired pastor, died Nov. 13 in
Marion.
Rev. Erwin completed the Course
of Study in 1955 for local pastors,
a year before women were
granted rights of ordination. She was finally granted
her Certificate of Completion 51 years later at the
2006 Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference. She
served pastorates at Pleasant Grove, Bruce Chapel,
Springerton-Asbury, Macedonia-Corinth-Ewing, and
Dahlgren-Pleasant Grove in the former Southern
Illinois Conference, retiring in 1982.
Condolences can be sent to her son, Jerry Erwin, 600

I invite you to join me in praying the following
before you venture out into the shopping frenzy or
hunker down in your most favorite online shopping position.
Here's how I'm praying:

I am amazed at what some folks are willing to do
in order to save a few bucks and to feel like they
are getting a good deal. Some camp out all night
or arrive early and wait in long lines hoping to be
among the first to arrive and gain the Black Friday
benefits.

“Thank you, Lord, for this season of
Thanksgiving and for your abundant
blessings.

Many folks are so anxious for a deal that they
become rude and obnoxious to other bargain
hunters. There have actually been incidents of folks
being trapped and hurt by folks seeking to save
two or three dollars. How odd that the spirit of
Thanksgiving so quickly erodes and passes.

Please send the gentle wind of your
Holy Spirit to bring renewal within the
IGRC and within our denomination.
Help us, Lord, to put the needs of others above our own needs. Break our
hearts with the things that break your
heart. Give us new insights into how
we might reach people with the Good
News of Jesus Christ. Amen.”

Thanksgiving is a day set aside to give thanks for
the blessings we have received. How strange that
right after giving thanks we rush out to get more,
oftentimes at the expense of pushing others so
that we might get there first. Lord have mercy upon
us.
This year I'm going to do things differently. Before
I rush out into the crowded stores I'm going to
spend some time asking the Lord of the Harvest
to help us have Black Friday results in our Annual
Conference. The Lord knows we could use some
help with our bottom line in the Church and in our
homes.

Please show me /us how we can be
conduits of your grace and love to
those in need of Black Friday blessings.

Please join me in praying this same prayer or craft
your own. I believe the Lord will hear and will
honor our plea for help.
Have a great Thanksgiving and a productive Black
Friday.
God bless.
Bishop Beard

Cedar Lane, Marion, IL 62959, or to her daughter,
Delores Bowers, 12986 Whipporwill Lane, Creal
Springs, IL 62922-3802.

Antionette "Kay" McClarey,
80, wife of retired pastor James P.
McClarey, died Oct. 30 in Decatur.

Delta Mae Milhouse, 89,
widow of the Rev. Edward E.
Milhouse, died Nov. 6.

She and her husband served local
churches in the former Central
Illinois Conference, retiring from
Champaign First UMC in 1996.

She is also the mother of IGRC
pastor, the Rev. Mark Milhouse.
Condolences may be sent to: Rev.
Mark Milhouse, 305 College St., Greenfield, IL 620441308. A full obituary may be found at: http://www.
hurleyfh.com/obituaries/Delta-Milhouse.
Evelyn Jeanne Pruehsner, 90,
widow of the Rev. Leslie ("Les")
Pruehsner, died Oct. 31, Union
County Hospital Long Term Care
Nursing Home.
She and her husband served
local churches in the area which now comprises
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, retiring from
Washington Park Grace UMC in 1988.
A full obituary may be found at the following website:
http://www.crainsonline.com/obituaries/EvelynPruehsner/
Condolences may be sent to a daughter, Menda Cash,
402 Williford Rd, Jonesboro, IL 62952-1006

NEWS FROM THE EPISCOPAL OFFICE

Black Friday results
for our conference

A full obituary can be found at: http://www.
gracelandfairlawn.com/obituaries/AntionetteMcclarey/

Mary F. Roper, 96, widow of Rev.
Omar Roper, Jr., died Oct. 28.
Condolences may be sent to a
daughter, Linda Nolen, 404 Grant
Road, Bloomington, IL 61701.
A full obituary can be found
at: http://www.pantagraph.com/news/local/
obituaries/mary-roper/article_48d4af97-e3fb517f-be64-7aaec0f7895a.html
The Rev. David L. Walls, 65, a retired pastor, died
Oct. 8.

Condolences may be sent to Rev. James McClarey,
4540 Sweetwater Ct., Decatur, IL 62526-9624
Kay was also the mother of active IGRC pastorJames
Charles McClarey. Condolences may be sent to him at
1811 Tharp St, Pekin, IL 61554-8342.
Thelma June Cummins, 93,
widow of the Rev. W. Grant
Cummins, died Oct. 30 in
Lawrenceville.
Condolences may be sent to a
daughter, Sandra Sue James,
9246 S. Frontage Lane, Lawrenceville, IL 624394224. A full obituary may be found at: http://www.
emmonsmaceysteffey.com/obituaries/ThelmaCummins/

He served local churches in the former Central Illinois
Conference, retiring from Catlin UMC in 1999.
His wife, Pat Walls, survives. Condolences may be sent
to her at 2196 Northway Rd Ext., Williamsport, PA
17701. This announcement was delayed at the request
of the family.
Lenora Carrell, 100, surviving
spouse of Rev. Harold Carrell, died
Oct. 17.
She is also the grandmother of Rev.
Jon Carrell, who conducted the
funeral service.
Condolences can be sent to her daughter, Nancy
Carpenter at PO Box 340264, Columbus OH 43234.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS

>> ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS <<

Volunteers Needed
Laketown Ministries Resale shop on Stevenson Drive in Springfield is in urgent need of volunteers.
We are an Conference Advance Special and we are affiliated with Cotton Hill United Methodist
Church. The Resale shop is a ministry of Laketown Ministries which serves the poor and disadvantaged people
in Springfield. Our Resale Shop is located in Patriot Plaza. Volunteer Shifts usually last about 4 hours or less. We
usually have two volunteers per shift. Our hours are 10- 5 PM Tuesday through Friday and Saturdays from 10
am- 3 pm. With the holidays coming on we really need to expand our hours but currently we are experiencing
difficulties covering the hours we already have. If a person could work just one day a month it would make a
difference. For more information call 217-679-5006 (REsale Shop) or Kirk Yenerall our manager at 217-891-6475.

Alternate Golden Cross
Sunday
SPRINGFIELD – Did you miss it? Golden
Cross Sunday is generally celebrated in
United Methodist churches on Mother’s Day.
In case May did not fit your plans, you have
a second chance. Alternate Golden Cross
Sunday may be celebrated anytime, such as
during November or December. As usual,
bulletin inserts may be downloaded from
http://www.igrc.org/goldencross, and offering envelopes are available for your use.
Help more than 30,000 individuals per year
through these 10 ministries that serve older
adults, children and families; and provide
pastoral care at hospitals.

Altar items sought for
Sunset Home Apartment
chapel
QUINCY – Altar items are being sought for
complete the furnishing of the Sunset Home
Apartment chapel. Items needed: pair of
candlesticks and holders, altar Bible, altar
clothes (church season type) and communion set (prefer tray for cups) with platter.
Sunset Home Apartments, located at 8th and
Broadway in Quincy, is the residential apartment complex for independent senior living.
Any congregations that might have altar
items to disburse or a congregation that may
have extra items not being used, this is an
opportunity for the ministry to continue.
Contact Dixie Croxton at croxton@adams.
net or by calling 217-667-2395.

Order of St. Luke begins
new chapter
GLASFORD – The IGRC Chapter of the Order
of St. Luke has started a new local chaper
meeting at Glasford UMC in the Illinois River
District.
Chapter meetings begin at 10 a.m. with
morning prayer. The group is studying
Emotionally Healthy Spirituality by Peter
Scazzero. The Eucharist is celebrated.
For more information and a meeting schedule, contact Pat Gareau at patg2201957@
ymail.com or Rusty Beals at rbeals@gmail.
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com. Laity as well as clergy are welcome to
participate in The Order of St. Luke.

Intern applicants sought
SPRINGFIELD – Applications are now being
accepted for the 2017 IGRC Intern Program.
Prospective interns, prospective mentors,
and prospective host churches/ministries are
all encouraged to apply.
This year, a new priority deadline of Jan. 20
has been established. Churches/ministries
and interns whose application packets are
complete by that date will be considered
early, with decisions by the first week of
February.
Any remaining internships will be awarded
following the final deadline on March 1. A
total of approximately 15 paid internships
are available for summer 2017 and the 201718 academic year.
Further information, including a handbook
and links to online application forms, may be
found at www.igrc.org/interns.

Confirmation Retreats at
East Bay, Little Grassy
camps
Confirmation retreats for middle school and
junior high students from sixth to eighth
grade are being offered at East Bay and Little
Grassy camps in February.
The East Bay retreat will be taught by Keith
Michaels Feb. 10-12, and the Little Grassy
retreat will be led by Ed Hoke and Christine
Cunningham.
Confirmands will be discussing questions such
as:
• What does it mean to be a member of a
church?
• What are YOUR responsibilities?
• What expectations come with confirmation?
Material from Credo will give an opportunity
for your students to grow as they learn.
Retreats are designed to complement, not
replace, the confirmation classes at the local
church. Register early for your first choice of
camp. Retreats will start at 7 p.m. Friday and
end after worship by 11 a.m. Sunday

DECEMBER 2016

Cost for the retreat is $100 per person for
two nights. One adult must attend with each
group of five or fewer youth.

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/
wesley-heritage-tour-2017-with-rev-rogerross#eotours

For more information, contact the Camping/
Retreat/Youth Ministries office at 217-5293007 or by emailing: camping@igrc.org.
Forms for registering may be found at: www.
igrc.org/confirmation.

Register early and save! If registered by Dec.
11, 2016, save $50. By Jan. 11, 2017, save $25.

Deaf, Hard of Hearing ministry grant funds available

TROY – Harvest Ministry Teams, based in
Troy, IL is seeking an Spring Semester Intern
for worship and conference ministry. The
internship begins in mid January and concludes in July. Potential experiences through
the internship include ministry through worship at Harvest events, conference planning
and execution, summer team planning and
worship leadership in the local church on a
regular basis.

Do you have someone in your church who is
interested in taking American Sign Language
classes in order to provide ASL interpretation in churches? OR does your church have
an idea for ministry with Deaf, Hardof-Hearing, or Late Deafened people
that needs a little boost getting off the
ground?
Then the IGRC Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Ministry would like to help you out!
The committee now has a form and
procedure for requesting grant monies
for just these types of situations.
For more information or to request
an application, please contact: Bunny
Wolfe (bwolfe@igrc.org), Rev. Jean Hembrough - Committee Co-Chair (jeanh@
jaxcentenary.org), or Carrie Grieme Committee Co-Chair (carrieemoore@yahoo.com). We very much look forward
to partnering with you to expand the ministries with Deaf, Hard-of-Hearing, and Late
Deafened people within our Conference!

Ross to lead Wesley
Heritage Tour in July 2017
SPRINGFIELD – In 2015, Dr. Roger Ross,
directing pastor of Springfield First UMC, had
the joy of tracing the life and times of Methodism's founder, John Wesley. In July 2017,
he is planning a return visit.
Through Educational Opportunities Tours,
Ross will lead a group as they journey
through England and discover the roots of
the early Church and the history-changing
ministry of John Wesley.
Visit London, Oxford, the ancient Roman
cities of York and Bath, the Old Rectory in
Epworth where John Wesley grew up, and
much more. This nine-day guided tour will
leave from either St. Louis or Chicago on July
11, and return on July 19.
Cost is $3,896 which includes international
airfare, first class hotels, daily buffet breakfast
and dinner, entrance fees, professional tour
guides, and deluxe motorcoaches.
View a brochure or register online at:

Harvest Ministry Teams
seeks intern spring 2017

For more information, visit: http://harvestministryteams.com/spring-semester-harvest-internship/

Light Kids Conference
TROY – The Light Kids Conference will be
held in three locations during spring 2017.
Dates and sites include: March 4, Washington
Crossroads UMC; March 25, Troy UMC; and
April 1, Marion Aldersgate UMC.
Light Kids Conference is a one-day event for
first through fifth grade children and their
ministry leaders.
Kids will enjoy music, Bible Buzz, MERGE
Recreation, entertainment, snacks, lunch and
worship times centered around the theme
RESCUED! Ministry leaders will have the
opportunity for a 40-minute network and
equipping time during the day.
For more information, visit www.kidsconference.org

Preach It! Lead It!
Conference
WILMORE, Ky. – Asbury Theological Seminary will host Preach It! Lead It!, Feb. 21-23.
The conference is designed for those who
are seeking ways to transform preaching
and leading for times like these. Whether or
not you are in the pulpit, the event provides
learning for every aspect of leadership in a
church, at your place of business, or in the
community.
To register, visit: https://myats.asburyseminary.edu/beeson-summit. Asbury alumni and
general admission cost is $129. Retired, $99,
Spouse of attendee, $99 and students, $25.
Registrations received before Nov. 30 will get
10 percent off.

Search reopens for Camping
Coordinator position
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Great Rivers Conference of
The United Methodist Church has reopened its search for a

Coordinator of Camping & Retreat / Youth
& Young Adult Ministries.
This is a full-time, year-round position assisting the 834
United Methodist churches in the southern 2/3rds of Illinois
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world by supervising our entire camping and retreat program and staff – including the maintenance, operation, and
improvement of two campgrounds and program oversite of
a third – as well as the Youth and Young Adult Ministries of
our Annual Conference.

a comprehensive knowledge of and proficiency with administrative skills, staff supervision, creating and implementing
budgets, and promoting camping.
The complete job description can be found at: www.igrc.
org/CampingCoordinator
Compensation will be commensurate with education and
experience and includes health insurance, pension, travel
expenses and credentialing/continuing education.
Please send a letter of application, resume and three professional references to IGRCHumanResources@igrc.org or
Human Resource Administrator, United Methodist Center,
P.O. Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207

For more information about IGRC camps and the camping
programs, visit www.igrc.org/camping.

Applications will be received until the position is
filled.

The successful candidate will have a deep and growing
Christian faith evident in their life and ability to articulate
that faith with staff, campers, and congregations; a
passionate heart for camping ministries as evidenced
through extensive camp management experience; and

Clergy members of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference must
inform their District Superintendent of their application.
The Illinois Great Rivers Conference is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

>> LOCAL CHURCH NEWS <<

Springfield Laurel hosts post-election Unity Service
BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD – Rev. Dr.
Kent Lolling, directing
pastor of Springfield
Laurel UMC, noted the
irony as he welcomed
more than 100 people
to a post-Election Day
Service of Unity.

LOCAL CHURCH NEWS

“On 9/11, people of our
country reached out
to one another, drew
strength and hope from
one another, and from
their individual faith
experience,” Lolling said.
“We are here on 11/9 to
seek healing and peace
for our nation following a divisive and polarizing
election. Once again we come together to draw
strength and hope from one another and from our
varied faith experiences, to seek a path of peace and
justice, to bring healing to our nation, and to pray for
our leadership.”
Organized by the church’s Peacemaker’s group, Laurel opened its doors to the community to gather for a
time of healing, urging persons to put aside political
differences and unite behind a common purpose.

Shook said the service was motivated out of concern
for families and friends who were in different places
with two different candidates, intensifying the need
to come together.

Bishop Frank J. Beard, members of the IGRC Cabinet
and several conference staff members attended the
30-minute service as did at least one state representative.

The interfaith service included participants from the
host church, the Laurel Peacemakers, Church Women
United, Faith Coalition for the Common Good, a Dominican Sister from the Catholic Church and a representative of the Islamic Society of Greater Springfield.

“We’re here in Springfield. Let’s look at our greatest
president – Abraham Lincoln,” said Jack Shook, a
member of the Laurel Peacemakers. “A house divided against itself cannot stand and that’s what we
believe.”

“The election stirred up a lot that was existing in
the country,” Sangamon River District Superintendent Terry Harter said. “There are still longstanding
wounds, understandings and regional differences
that need to be healed and addressed. Christians

need to be in prayer about that.”
The half-hour event included prayer, hymns, scripture
readings and the singing of "God Bless America."
“I’m for community and for people being in conversation and caring for one another,” Harter said. “You can
care for people that you strongly disagree with. The
church is supposed to witness that in the world, not
just about politics.”
While the election was divisive, Sara Isbell, pastor at
Chatham UMC, said she remains optimistic.
“I believe God will work with us and walk us through
this difficult time,” she said.

Sharon UMC celebrates Heritage Sunday, honors 50-year members
BY JARRED LEEPER
Decatur Sharon UMC

DECATUR – Sharon UMC recognized 50-year
members of its congregation in a special Heritage
Sunday worship service Oct. 30.
The following individuals were recognized:
Michael Albert, Alan Bales, Patricia Bales, Reba Brown,
Dan Brummerstedt, Marcella Brummerstedt, Edith
Bunning, Sandra Caldwell, Beverly Carmean, Patricia
Dunn, Herbert Gulick, Janice Gulick, Jean Lehn,
Stanley Lehn, Francis (Bud) Wilson, and Linda Wilson.
Pastor Pablo Marty gave each of the recipients a
certificate, a cross and flame pin, and a bookmark and
thanked them for their years of dedication and service
to the church.
“I started attending Sharon Methodist Church in
1960. The last 56 years have seen many changes, said
Jean Lehn. “Over the years, our focus has expanded.
We are not just a place to worship. We serve our
community through Vacation Bible School, blood
drives, Fishes and Loaves, Operation Christmas Child,
Bible studies, backpacks for students, Boy Scouts, and a
4-H club. We reach out to the needs of others.
“No matter how the face of Methodism or Sharon
Church changes, we are children of God, we are family,
and we are home,” said Lehn.
Rev. Thomas Logsdon, IGRC Director of
Connectional Ministries, was the featured speaker for
the service. The congregation was also treated to solos

Row 1 (L to R): Francis (Bud) Wilson, Linda Wilson, Michael Albert, Janice Gulick, Beverly Carmean
Row 2 (L to R): Patricia Bales, Alan Bales, Pastor Pablo Marty, Stanley Lehn, Jean Lehn, Herbert Gulick

by Pastor Pablo Marty and Jim Stewart, a member of
Elwin UMC. The Rainbow Bell Choir and Praise Team

Photo courtesy of Jarred Leeper

performed as well. A potluck luncheon followed the
service.
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Albion UMC honors first responders

Photos courtesy of Bryan Hart

Albion UMC held a service
to honor its area first responders.
In all, 22 active duty fire, police and
EMS personnel attended with their
families. A new banner was hung
in the sanctuary as a permanent
fixture representing the armed
forces and first responders. The
church’s United Methodist Men
donated $300 for the purchase
of Strength for Service to God and
Community books, which were
given to the first responders.

Decatur Christ UMC
United Methodist Women from Decatur
Christ UMC completed 24 sleep mats and presented them
to Jerry Pelz, director of Northeast Community Fund.
Pictured from left are: Karen Rivera, Ruth Berneking, Erma Lewis,
Pelz, Lea Carls, Mary Fergason.
The women spent several weeks cutting plastic shopping bags
into strips and then crocheting them into 3’ by 6’ sleep mats;
there are between 500 – 600 bags used to make each mat. The
mats will be given to the community’s homeless population to
be used as a barrier between the damp ground and bedding
or clothing. After using the ground mat, it can be rolled up and
carried like a backpack with a strap that is included with the
finished product.
A card was attached to each mat with a scripture from Proverbs
3:24, “When you lie down, you will not be afraid. When you
lie down, your sleep will be sweet.” Made with love by United
Methodist Women, Christ UMC, Decatur, IL.

Photo courtesy of Karen Rivera
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Transformed from the inside out
“Don’t be conformed to the patterns of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds so
that you can figure out what God’s will is—what is good and pleasing and mature.”
– ROMANS 12:2
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EAT CAMPING RETREAT
• Settings for re-creation
• Intensives for spiritual
formation
• Hospitality to all

ES MINISTRIES

EAT CAMPING RETREAT

ES MINISTRIES
PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207

Phone: 217.529.3007
Fax: 217.529.4150
www.igrc.org/camping camping@igrc.org

EAST BAY............................................................................................................................... 4-5
24248 Ron Smith Memorial Hwy., Hudson, IL 61748

P: 309.365.7531 F: 309.365.7532 

eastbay@igrc.org

East Bay is located in Hudson, IL, next to lovely Lake Bloomington. Campers will experience the
wonder of God’s mighty works through worship, Bible study, and all the regular camp activities.
They will make lasting friendships while participating in swimming, boating, fishing, hiking,
climbing the Iceberg, archery, creating craft projects, enjoying hayrides, and singing around the
campfires while toasting marshmallows for s’mores. The focus of all camps will be to strengthen
the camper’s relationship with our Creator.

TRIP CAMP.................................................................................................................................6
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LITTLE GRASSY................................................................................................................ 8-9
1 Methodist Camp Rd., Makanda, IL 62958

P: 618.457.6030 F: 618.529.2244

littlegrassy@igrc.org

Little Grassy is located south of Carbondale on 190 acres adjacent to a 1,000-acre lake. Located
on the north edge of the beautiful Shawnee National Forest, Little Grassy offers rock-climbing,
rappelling, caving, hiking, swimming, and other activities.
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700 Trolley Road, Eldorado, IL 62930

P: 618.273.3583 F: 618.273.7124

camping@igrc.org

Beulah is located in southern Illinois outside Eldorado. This camp has over a century of history
and a wonderful heritage of proclaiming the Gospel in southern Illinois. Recreation facilities are
available on-site for soccer, softball, basketball, and volleyball.

REGISTRATION AND PRICE INFORMATION...........................................11
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Camping marries
heart and brain
in wonder
BY REV. ALICE J. SHIRLEY
Coordinator of Camping

“Where are all the children!?”
This question, expressed with marked
astonishment, came from Inger, a Swede,
whose daughter was an international student
residing with us. We were returning from
the airport where Inger had landed and were
now turning onto our street. “Where are all
the children?”
I was as startled as Inger was—but by
her question. I scrutinized the street and
noted how right she was. There wasn’t a
child in sight, despite the beautiful May
day, sophisticated play systems in the park,
broad lawns, and basketball hoops attached
to garages. This absence was apparently
very much unlike residential neighborhoods
in Sweden and, I reminisced, very unlike
neighborhoods where I grew up.
Our lives have, for the most part,
moved indoors. I’m not being critical of
this development. On the contrary, we are
blessed to have shelter from the extreme
weather that has accompanied climate
change and climate control to provide
respite from our reduced resistance to heat.
More and more indoor play spaces—water
parks, playgrounds, and gyms—are opening
up, often offering more creative options
for exercise and learning than offered by
outdoor play areas. Children and youth are
also playing more and more video games,
which if chosen carefully, can improve
dexterity, focus, perception, memory, and
problem-solving.
There are certain things indoor play
has more difficulty doing, however. One
of them—and an important one from the
perspective of those committed to spiritual
formation—is the development of wonder,
where heart and brain marry in discovery
and awe of a way, truth, life, order, grandeur,
and purpose larger than our earth-bound
interests and values.
The outdoor world teaches—in a way
the indoor falls short of doing—the mystery
of death and resurrection evidenced in the
succession of changing seasons and in life
springing forth from decay and devastation.
The outdoors allows us to observe the
selfless giving of earth, water, sun, flora,
fauna, and microscopic organisms to
support our physical needs for nourishment
and healing. It shows us what it means to

cooperate and sacrifice for the sake of the
whole. It introduces us to mountain heights,
ocean depths, galaxies, and signs of our
planet’s incomprehensible age, helping us to
keep ourselves in perspective and affording
us rich metaphors for what we call eternity.
We can read and learn about these
things in the classroom and in scripture, but
wonder is in a very large part sensory—an
emotion produced as a result of seeing,
smelling, touching, tasting, and hearing
things that we have never, and may
never, cognitively grasp. The outdoors is
continually offering up new and glorious
vistas, patterns, and perspectives in a way
the indoors is limited to do, and so it is
a virtual banquet table of wonder-full
experiences.
Wonder is important to Christians
because we are most open to God’s presence
and God’s Word when we are stopped in
our tracks with eyes wide open in surprise,
our jaws dropped in speechlessness, and our
breath suspended in awe. At the moment of
wonder we meet God and God’s Son Jesus
Christ face to face, even if we don’t have the
language to articulate the experience. The
apostle Paul reminds the Romans (1:1920, CEB) that “what is known about God
should be plain to them because God made
it plain to them. Ever since the creation of
the world, God’s invisible qualities—God’s
eternal power and divine nature—have been
clearly seen, because they are understood
through the things God has made.” In Paul’s
day and age, “the things God has made”
were almost entirely in the world outside
their synagogues and houses.
Our church camps and retreats provide,
from dawn to dead of night, both the
sensory experiences and language to form
saving relationships with Christ and the
community known by Christ’s name. It
is an essential complement to preaching,
teaching, sacrament, and service in and
through the local church.
This guide contains programs and
descriptions of camping and retreat
opportunities for children, youth, and adults
of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference
(and beyond!). Please reflect on the gift of
wonder so important to your faith and the
spiritual formation of our Christian family—
young and old—and join us in the summer
of 2017.

Need a scholarship?
Download at
www.igrc.org/registrationforms

There are multitudes of ways you can be a
participant and/or partner in the summer camping
ministry of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.
Here are a few:

BE A CAMPER

You are never too old or too young to go to
camp! The Illinois Great Rivers Conference offers
camping experiences for all school-aged children as
well as intergenerational camps that appeal to parent
and grandparent-types along with children who
are old enough to enjoy games, crafts, swimming,
and worship. All your options are described in this
summer camp guide or online at www.igrc.org/
camping.

BE A VOLUNTEER

Volunteering at summer camps is a great way to
use your gifts, make a difference, and have fun while
you’re doing it. Volunteers are generally persons
18 years of age and older, although younger teens
can help with small children. There are a variety of
places where volunteers are used: teaching, providing
expertise (like nursing, photography, or nature
study), supervising, dining, maintenance, cleaning,
lifeguarding, and administration, just to name a few.
If you have a spiritual gift (and we know you do) and
want to give a few days, a week, or even more to a
worthy cause, please contact the camping office at
217-529-3007 or camping@igrc.org. Persons 18 and
older are background checked. All receive training.
You may or may not be asked to contribute toward
your room and board. Check with your program
manager to see if childcare is available for children
of volunteers who are not old enough be registered
campers.

BE A DEAN

Deans provide program leadership at our camps
and are supported by volunteers and/or paid summer
staff. A dean’s work requires collaboration with
program and/or site managers to create a spiritual
formation experience that is transforming, safe, and
fun. You may be able to assume responsibilities at an
existing camp or, if you have a great idea for a camp
experience, ask for a slot on the summer calendar to
make it happen. Room and board are part of the deal.
For more information contact the camping office at
217-529-3007 or camping@igrc.org. Note: Program
grants are available to churches and church leaders
who would like to plan a retreat experience for their
own youth or children, or even open up the retreat
conference-wide.

BE A SPONSOR

Some camps encourage local churches to bring
their whole youth group. The adults who come with
them generally are called sponsors, and they function
as leaders and helpers. Most camps ask sponsors to
pay the full or reduced fee. For more information
contact the camping office at 217-529-3007 or
camping@igrc.org.

BE A CHAPLAIN

Chaplains are clergy or clergy candidates who
bring spiritual formation skills as well as worship
leadership to the camps. A typical day might involve
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There’s a Place for You
in Summer Camping!
delivery of devotions, teaching, spiritual direction,
and some roles that simply make camp life more
efficient and hospitable. Clergy interested in serving
as chaplains need to contact Curt Franklin (East Bay)
at cfranklin@igrc.org, Andrea Stuby (Little Grassy)
at andreastuby@gmail.com, or the camping office at
217-529-2646 or camping@igrc.org.

BE A PATRON

If you aren’t able to come to camp, you can still
help. Our camping ministry is always in need of
financial support to provide scholarships and to
expand or enhance programs, buildings, and grounds.
Some churches or individuals pay all or part of a
child’s registration fee. Each camp site also has an
Advance Special Program and Improvement account.
You can give directly to the account by writing the
check to the IGRC and designating the Advance
Special or, better yet, write the check to your local
church which passes it along and gets credit toward
5-Star status. Program and Improvement Advance
Special numbers for camping are:
• Camp Scholarships (#6910)
• East Bay (#6840)
• Little Grassy (#6820)

BE A FUND-RAISER

There are many ways to raise funds to help
support camping and retreat ministries. Be creative,
encourage participation by the children and youth,
and be sure to have fun! Encourage your United
Methodist Women, United Methodist Men, Sunday
school classes, and entire congregation to invest in
the church’s health and leadership by helping to make
camp affordable for your children and youth. See the
fund-raising ideas offered at right.

BE A PROMOTER

Some kids (young and old!) are not aware of
camping opportunities or need an extra word of
encouragement to fill out a registration form. Unless
a camper has attended an IGRC camp before, they
may not even be aware that such opportunities
exist. Make sure they have this summer camp guide.
(If your church runs out, contact the conference
office or direct them to www.igrc.org/camping to
obtain information online). Make announcements
and issue reminders in small groups and worship.
Organize a camping Sunday or invite a conference
camp employee or leader to preach or speak. Recruit
a former camper to share about his/her experience
in the church newsletter or from the pulpit. The
most effective promotion, needless to say, is personal
invitation.

BE A PRAYER WARRIOR

If one of your gifts is the gift of prayer, IGRC
summer camps need you! Prayers can be lifted up in
your private devotional time for campers attending
from your church, all campers, campers with special
needs, particular programs, volunteer and paid staff,
safety, transformative experiences, and even the
weather. If you would like your prayers to be made
known to campers or staff, send a note or a “praying for
you” gift, contact the camping office at 217-529-3007 or
camping@igrc.org and you will be directed to program
managers who can help you.

Ways to raise funds
for your campers
Raising funds for campers not only can be fun, but
also promote an awareness of the camping ministry
to your congregation and even your community. The
internet is loaded with ideas, but here are a few to
consider:
Simple Collections
• Pass the plate or solicit for donations and prayers
• Take up loose change offerings
• Adopt-a-youth
Traditional
• Bake sales
• Auctions or silent auctions
• Donation-funded dinners
• A camper testimonial dinner (after camp is over)
• Dinner or Dessert Café with a play
• Chili or Soup Cook-Off
• Super Bowl pizza, sandwich, or soup sale
• Talent show with dinner or dessert
• Trivia Nights
• Car washes
• Rent-a-youth (e.g., for raking, weeding, windowwashing)
• A sponsored walk or run (or jump-a-thon)
• Pay-to-play tourneys (golf, basketball, baseball,
dodge ball, etc.)
• 24-hour rocking chair marathon
• Parents Day Out (child care—especially around
Christmas)
• Yard or Garage Sale
• Recycling for cash
New, Unusual, or Fun
• Toilet or Pink Flamingo Flocking Pranks
• Charge to have an old toilet or a flock of pink
flamingos placed on the lawn of another
member/neighbor, etc.
• Charge to have them removed
• Sell “insurance policies” that prevent the
prank
• Campout on the church lawn
• Ice-bucket challenge
• A S’more Sale (sale of any food containing chocolate, marshmallows, or graham crackers)
• Pay to have your pastor do something goofy
(preach in pajamas, pie-in-the-face, dye hair)
• Newlywed Game
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Listings

Register online
www.igrc.org/campsessions
Actual Price
Actual Plus
Camp ID: EB324

$605.00
$630.00

SPLAT

CAMPING GUIDE 2017

Grades: 4 – 6
Begins: Sunday, June 25, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 30, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$585.00
Actual Price
$610.00
Actual Plus
$635.00
Camp ID: EB330

Week July 9 – 14
Altitude 2

Week June 11 – 16
RISE (CIT)

Grades: 9 – 12
Begins: Sunday, June 11, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 16, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$580.00
Actual Price
$605.00
Actual Plus
$630.00
Camp ID: EB320

Altitude 1

Grades: 7 – 12
Begins: Sunday, June 11, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 16, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$630.00
Actual Price
$655.00
Actual Plus
$680.00
Camp ID: EB390

Week June 18 – 23
Sports Camp

Grades: 4 – 6
Begins: Sunday, June 18, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 23, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$580.00
Actual Price
$605.00
Actual Plus
$630.00
Camp ID: EB364

Catch The Spirit

Grades: 7 - 12
Begins: Sunday, June 18, 6:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 23, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: Don Long, Jr.
Phone: 618-466-3624
E-mail: dlong@offumc.org
Assisted Price
$410.00
Actual Price
$435.00
Actual Plus
$460.00
Camp ID: EB394

Sailing Camp

Grades: 7 – 12
Begins: Sunday, June 18, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 23, 5:00 p.m.
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Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$580.00
Actual Price
$605.00
Actual Plus
$630.00
Camp ID: EB376

Campelodeons 1

Grades: 1 – 2
Begins: Sunday, June 18, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Tuesday, June 20, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$265.00
Actual Price
$290.00
Actual Plus
$315.00
Camp ID: EB312

Campelodeons 2

Grades: 3 – 5
Begins: Tuesday, June 20, 7:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 23, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$360.00
Actual Price
$385.00
Actual Plus
$410.00
Camp ID: EB314

My Shepherd and Me

Grades: Pre K – 4th and adults
Begins: Friday, June 23, 7:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, June 25, 10:00 a.m.
Dean: Alice Shirley
Phone: 618-367-0922 or
East Bay 309-365-7531
E-mail: revalicejane@gmail.com
or eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$120.00
Actual Price
$145.00
Actual Plus
$170.00
Camp ID: EB346
discount not applicable

Week June 25 – 30
You Did What At Camp?

Grades: 3 – 5
Begins: Sunday, June 25, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 30, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$580.00
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Grades: 7 – 12
Begins: Sunday, July 9, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 14, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$630.00
Actual Price
$655.00
Actual Plus
$680.00
Camp ID: EB391

Splish Splash

Grades: 3 – 5
Begins: Sunday, July 9, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 14, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$580.00
Actual Price
$605.00
Actual Plus
$630.00
Camp ID: EB392

Grandparent and Me

Grades: Pre K – 4th and adults
Begins: Friday, July 14, 7:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, July 16, 10:00 a.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$120.00
Actual Price
$145.00
Actual Plus
$170.00
Camp ID: EB344
discount not applicable

Week July 16 – 21
Girls Only Camp

Grades: 6 - 12
Begins: Sunday, July 16, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 21, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$580.00
Actual Price
$605.00
Actual Plus
$630.00
Camp ID: EB332

Riding High Horse Camp
Grades: 7 – 12
Begins: Sunday, July 16, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 21, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$880.00
Actual Price
$905.00
Actual Plus
$930.00
Camp ID: EB338

Splash Down

Grades: 6 – 8
Begins: Sunday, July 16, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 21, 5:00 p.m.

Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$580.00
Actual Price
$605.00
Actual Plus
$630.00
Camp ID: EB328

Week July 23 – 28
Baby Fold

Grades: 10 – 13
Begins: Saturday, July 22, 1:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 28, 3:00 p.m.
Dean: Tom Corum
Dean Phone: 217-356-9078
E-mail: tomcorum@yahoo.com
Assisted Price
$450.00
Actual Price
$475.00
Actual Plus
$500.00
Camp ID: EB398

You Can’t Do That
At Camp

Grades: 6 – 8
Begins: Sunday, July 23, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 28, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$580.00
Actual Price
$605.00
Actual Plus
$630.00
Camp ID: EB350

Giddy Up Horse Camp

Grades: 3 – 6
Begins: Sunday, July 23, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 28, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$880.00
Actual Price
$905.00
Actual Plus
$930.00
Camp ID: EB339

Family Camp

All ages
Begins: Friday, July 28, 7:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, July 30, 10:00 a.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$120.00
Actual Price
$145.00

Converge

Age: 18 – 30
Begins: Friday, May 19, 1:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, May 21, 7:00 p.m.
Dean: Erin Totten
Phone: 618-542-6726
E-mail: etotten0623@gmail.com
Assisted Price
$125.00
Actual Price
$150.00
Actual Plus
$175.00
Camp ID: EB300
Converge is designed for
young adults who are post high
school. Summer is busy for
everyone. We have combined
camp and missions to create
ONE great weekend for our
young adults. Converge will
include fellowship, small group
time, worship, mission projects,
and re-creation activities
thrown in for pure fun.
Actual Plus
$170.00
Camp ID: EB342
discount not applicable

Week July 30 – Aug. 5
Fusion

Grades: 7 - 12
Begins: Sunday, July 30, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Wedneday, August 2, 5:00 p.m.
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$375.00
Actual Price
$400.00
Actual Plus
$425.00
Camp ID: EB326

Latino Youth Retreat

Ages: 13 - 21
Begins: Thursday, August 3, 2:00 p.m.
Ends: Saturday, August 5, 3:00 p.m.
Dean: Adrian Garcia
Phone: 309-673-3641
E-mail: agarcia@igrc.org
Assisted Price
$50.00
Actual Price
$115.00
Actual Plus
$140.00
Camp ID: EB393
discount not applicable

Day Camp: Monday – Friday
(Daily from 7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.)
June 12 – August 4
Day Camp

Grades: Pre-K – 7
Dean: East Bay Camp Staff
Phone: 309-365-7531
E-mail: eastbay@igrc.org
Per Day $50.00
Week
$200.00
Camp ID: EB310

Day Camp

East Bay Camp summer day
camp is located on Lake
Bloomington. The staff at
East Bay Camp has been busy
creating an exciting summer
camp program for our Day
Campers this year. Each week,
campers will explore the Great
Outdoors through nature
hikes, crafts, music, storytelling,
archery, field games, swimming,
boating, Bible stories, and
more. Themed weeks will have

additional activities paired up
with the theme of the week.
Your camper will also receive
hot breakfast, lunch, and snacks.
Campers learn and explore
their natural surroundings
while experiencing new things,
meeting friends, and creating
positive, lasting memories. We
have combined the best from
the past with new crazy fun
ideas for our best Summer Day
Camp Ever!!
Please send your child with
sneakers (including old
sneakers), bathing suit & beach
towel, sunscreen (high SPF
preferred), change of clothes,
insect repellent, baseball/
sunhat, water bottle, day pack
(backpack), medication (if
needed). Please give to staff
upon arrival.

Camp Descriptions
RISE (CIT)

Horse Camps

If you are looking for a more in-depth riding
experience and love to spend time riding
horses, this camp is for you. Getting to know
horses and learning to care for them is all part
of the fun. Campers will participate in daily
riding lessons as well as swimming, boating,
crafts, worship, and Bible studies. If you love
horses, this is the ultimate equestrian experience!

You Did What At Camp? /
You Can’t Do That At Camp

Think you’ve done everything at camp? Think
again! These are two of the most popular
sessions at East Bay—and for a very good reason! Campers will experience a high-energy,
life-changing week where you will be making lifelong friendships and unforgettable
memories on beautiful Lake Bloomington.
Spend four full days choosing your favorite
activity in the afternoon – sailing, volleyball,
tree climbing, gaga, archery, crazy games,
sneak out when you should be getting ready
to sleep, and challenge course. We’ve told
you everything you need to know -- you don’t
want to miss it!

Splish Splash/ Splash Down

Can’t imagine your summer without water?
Feeling dry from a winter without the pool?
Well this is the camp for you! You will be

SOAKED with fun during this WET week of
summer camp. Water activities will FLOOD
campers throughout their stay. Campers will
DRENCH themselves as they spend extended
amounts of time on our LAKE toys, swimming
POOL, canoes, kayaks, and sailboats. Not
only will campers be WET with activities, but
they will also be SATURATED with their study
of God, through daily small group devotions
and large group worship experiences. When
it RAINS, it POURS; SPLASH into summer with
a week of WATER camp like no other! So grab
some sunscreen, sunglasses, and a swimsuit
for an East Bay tradition that you don’t want
to miss.

CAMPING GUIDE 2017

Camp offers an exciting opportunity for high
school campers to come and RISE up as a
Christian leader! RISE (Revive, Identify, Shape,
Equip) is a Christ-centered, discipleship-driven, leadership development camp for high
school students. RISE camp is a great option
for the high schooler eager to go deeper in
their faith while learning how to become
Christian leaders in their churches, schools,
communities, and in the IGRC camping ministry program. Over the course of four years,
campers will have the opportunity to Revive
and focus on their relationship with God in
a powerful way; Identify their strengths and
spiritual gifts and learn how to use them as
leaders for the Church; be Shaped in their
faith through the learning and practicing
of spiritual disciplines and service; and be
Equipped as leaders for various ministry
settings, including camp. RISE campers who
display an interest in camping leadership will
have opportunities to receive an invitation
for an additional week of volunteer work at
camp. During volunteer weeks, RISE campers
will continue to work closely with the staff
chaplain, deans, and counselors to strengthen and refine their leadership skills. *NOTE:
RISE camp is a re-vision and a re-format of the
previous CIT camp*

Need a scholarship?
Download at
www.igrc.org/registrationforms

Catch The Spirit

In many ways CTS is like other church camps:
swimming, boating, singing, praying, Bible
study, dining hall food, and lots of hanging
out with old and new friends. But it’s also
unlike any other camp in the way we do the
usual stuff in unique ways. We hope you’ll
join our crazy camp staff for a Spirit-filled,
life-changing week living in the love of Jesus,
making lasting memories and real connections with Christ, and oh yeah, building cardboard boats for the 19th Annual Cardboard
Boat Regatta!

Girls Only

Calling all girls! Immerse in this #camplife
concept where girls collaborate and discover
inner beauty, confidence, leadership, and
more in a beautiful camp setting. Counselors
act as role models, emphasizing that the
program is about more than just having fun.
It’s about making the world a better place
to help others in our local communities and
beyond our borders. Young women shouldn’t
be intimidating or uninspired. East Bay Camp
provide girls with both a sense of adventure
and the chance for personal growth. We offer lots of activities to meet the diverse and
expanding recreational needs and interests
of our campers, such as swimming, boating,
tree climbing, crafts, worship, and Bible studies. Camp teaches girls to take responsibility,
and the importance of meaningful relationships in life. It is where they can truly be
themselves, and accepted for who they are.
Self-esteem is boosted, confidence increases,
and girls learn about investing in themselves
and the things that matter.

Sailing Camp

No experience needed. If you have never set
foot aboard a sailboat, it’s ok with us. At East
Bay, sailing is a breeze. You don’t need any
prior knowledge, in fact most students who
join our summer adventures have just a little
sailing experience and some none at all. You
just need to love being in and on the water.

We start with all the basics and you’ll learn
along the way – it is a true hands-on process
with our staff by your side. It won’t be long
before you’re speaking the lingo and working
the boat like a real sailor: hauling, winching,
tacking, and jibing. Sign up early - there is
limited room!

week, there will be opportunities for the
regular East Bay Camp activities like swimming, boating, archery, hayrides, campfires,
Bible studies, and more.

Campelodeons 1 and 2

Want to enjoy camp with your family? Plan
now to join us for another fabulous summer
camp at East Bay! Our Family Camp weekends are JAM PACKED with fun…SO much
fun that you will go home exhausted yet
refreshed! Enjoy swimming in the pool, boating at the beach, making some fun crafts, and
eating some ooey-gooey s’mores! Develop
a deeper relationship with your family and
be surrounded by God’s Spirit. Don’t be left
out…sign up today. Price listed is per person.

Campelodeons are invited to experience the
beauty of God’s creation and the awesome
experiences that camp can provide. For some
this may be their first sleep away camp experience and we promise to make it one they
will never forget!! Campelodeons is a great
choice for first-time campers ready to experience East Bay Camp in a shortened form.
Come join us as we go canoeing, swimming,
hiking, play games, eat s’mores, do crafts,
learn about our incredibly awesome God, and
make new friends.

SPLAT

Are you tired of coloring in the lines? Are you
wild and crazy about exploring with color
and experimenting with texture in your artwork? Do you really care what type of mess
your project might make? Neither do we!
Come paint or work with clay. Chaotic messy
arts will be the goal and outrageous fun will
be our reward. Don’t bring new clothing to
this camp unless you want it to go home tiedyed. Room is limited -- register early.

Baby Fold

Experience emotional and spiritual growth
as you serve children in need. Work as part
of a team during the day, ministering to day
campers with emotional and behavior disorders from The Baby Fold. This is a wonderful
opportunity to connect faith with service.
There will be great music and free time for
fellowship.

Sports Camp

We will be spending time each day playing
sports like baseball, soccer, and basketball.
Throughout the week we will be talking
about what it means to be a part of a team,
what it means to be a good sport, and how
Christ makes all of us winners! We are going
to be very active during this camp and you
are not going to want to miss out. In addition to the team sports we will be playing all

Family/Grandparent and Me/My
Shepherd and Me

Latino Youth Retreat

Let us seek the Lord along with other Youth
of our Hispanic Jurisdiction congregations.
Experience God’s power and Holy fire this
summer.
Busquemos al Señor juntos en compañía de
otros jóvenes de congregaciones hispanas de
nuestra jurisdicción. Experimenta este verano
el poder de Dios y su fuego santificador.

Altitude 1 and 2

Are you bored with your life on the ground?
Do you dream of being high in the air? Then
come to Altitude where you spend your week
running through our amazing team’s course,
climbing some of our tallest trees, and soaring through the air on the zip line. One day
will even be at a rock gym off site, where you
will get a chance to climb in one of the largest climbing gyms in the country. This week
will take you to a much higher place that will
leave you understanding what it means to
fully trust in God. Don’t let this camp fill up
without you! Register early -- room is limited!!

Fusion

Come to camp and bring your whole church
group of friends! Rock out as the band plays,
paddle around the lake, race to win games,
shoot hoops on the flex court, and grow
closer to God, all while surrounded by tons
of your soon-to-be closest friends. Let’s not
forget about roasting s’mores around the
campfire! Find out where God is leading you.
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CAMPING GUIDE 2017

Register online
www.igrc.org/campsessions

Canoe Trip
Lower Wisconsin River Canoe Trip
Ages: 8 years and above
Begins: Saturday, July 29
Ends: Saturday, August 5
Leaders: Ron & Phyllis Dickinson
Email: padpeace@sbcglobal.net
Phone: 618-741-4848
Assisted Price
$365.00
Actual Price
$400.00
Actual Plus
$425.00
Camp ID: TG820
If you enjoy water, earth, and sky as the basic
backdrop, you want to consider canoeing the lower
Wisconsin River. We focus on God through canoeing,
camping, cooking, sharing, singing, and just being with a group
in a water and woods primitive-tent-camp setting. (Children
under Senior High School must be accompanied by an adult.)

10
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Trip Camp

Epworth Journey 

Journey On!

Need a scholarship?
Download at
www.igrc.org/registrationforms

God is doing a new thing with Epworth Camp!

Epworth Fledgling
Journey Camp

Epworth Generational
Journey Camp

Have a blast this summer at Fledgling
Camp! There will be plenty of fun
with a Christ-centered group zipping
on a zip line, bouncing in a bouncy
house, playing in the large game
room, and competing in a modified
version of kickball. Through stories,
team-building activities, crafts, and
games we will learn about God’s love
for us! Journey back in time as you
hear parables by the lake, much like
Jesus’ followers did. Together we will
meet new friends and have lots of fun
making incredible memories! Fledgling Camp is perfect for all stages of
campers, entering grades 1-5.

This weekend is designed for young
people ages 2-12 to enjoy time and
structured fun with parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, adult cousins,
etc. You will have the joy of meeting
others while having time to grow
closer to GOD with family! You will
be drawn closer to God through
inspiring, uplifting worship led by Tim
Price and Harvest Ministry Team. We
will also be amazed by a magician,
puppets, and other special events.

Begins: Friday, July 21, 2:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, July 23, Noon
Dean: Lee Harrison
Email: racer79@hotmail.com
Phone: 217-494-4686

Price listed is per person

Fledgling Camper ID: TG900
Price $ 140.00 ($25 Discount for early
registration. $115 if registered and paid
in full by April 15)
Adult Sponsor ID: TG905
Ages: 21 and older, approved by dean
Price $50.00 discount not applicable
Junior Sponsor ID: TG910
Ages: 16 - 20, approved by dean
Price $50.00 discount not applicable

Tell your friends about this exciting program with a long history of
making disciples of Jesus Christ and
having fun while you do it.
Ages: 2 – 12 years with an adult
Begins: Friday, July 21, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, July 23, Noon
Co-Dean: Gary Pearce
Phone: 618-676-4064
Co-Dean: Tim Pearce
Email: ctpearce90@yahoo.com
Phone: 618-553-2209
ID: TG920
Price $140.00 ($25 Discount for early
registration. $115 if registered and paid
in full by April 15)

Epworth On the Move….
Junior/Senior Journey
Epworth Junior Camp and Senior
Institute have once again combined
forces. This year’s camp will once
again be held at Durley Camp and
Retreat Center near Greenville, IL. We
hope and pray that you will all join us
and bring some new friends. It will
be an exciting year with dynamic new
speakers, exciting new activities, and
a beautiful location with breathtaking
views overlooking the lake. Harvest
Ministry Team will be there once
again to provide us with music and
worship.
This camp will be open to youth
entering 6th grade through entering
12th grade. Post-High campers are
very welcome and encouraged to
register as a camper although these
individuals will be used in areas of
leadership as needed.
Activities at Durley Camp include ziplining, swimming, canoeing, kayaking,
paddle boats, campfires, volleyball,
basketball, 9-square, 4-square, gaga
pit, and much more.
Please “Like” our Facebook page
“Epworth Journey Church Camp” for
developing details, snippets of plans,
and the upcoming release of who our
speaker will be.
Begins: Monday, July, 17, 1:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 21, 11:00 a.m.
Deans: Deborah Riddle and Amy Ellis
Email: driddle@jasperhealth.org
Phone: 618-562-4429

CAMPING GUIDE 2017

Epworth Fledgling, Generations, and Junior and Senior High Journey Camps are back at Durley Camp and
Retreat Center, a wooded site northeast of Greenville, IL. Durley has modern, clean, climate-controlled,
accessible accommodations, dining room, game room, tabernacle, lakefront for swimming, water toys,
boating, basketball and volleyball courts, low ropes course, a zip line, climbing wall, 9-square, and more!
These camps will meet during the third week in July and will have use of the entire site while they are there.

Junior/Senior Camper ID TG930
Price
$250.00 ($25 Discount for
early registration. $225 if registered and
paid in full by April 15)
Post High School Camper ID TG935
One year past high school
Price
$250.00 ($25 Discount for
early registration. $225 if registered and
paid in full by April 15)
Adult Sponsor ID TG940
Ages: 21 and older, approved by dean
Price
$100.00
discount not applicable
Child of Adult Sponsor ID TG930T
Grade: Entering 5th and under.
This will be for minor children of
adults working camp.
Price
$25.00
discount not applicable

What are Sponsors?
Sponsors at Epworth are adults who
have been approved in advance by
the dean of the camp and who serve
as assistants to core staff.
All staff, volunteer and paid (includes
sponsors), must submit a camping
volunteer form, available at www.
igrc.org/camping, and participate in
training prior to camp. Persons 18 and
older must also undergo a background
check. Submit a camping volunteer
form to “Camping, P.O. Box 19207,
Springfield, IL 62794-9207” well in advance but no later than May 31. Please
check with the dean of the camp for
training dates.
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Listings

Register online
www.igrc.org/campsessions

		LG660K
		LG625K
July 2 – 8		

LG695K

July 9 – 15
LG605K
		LG615K
		LG618K

CAMPING GUIDE 2017

July 16 – 22
LG640K
		LG680K
		LG683K
July 30 - Aug 5
LG685K
		LG650K

Week June 18 – 24
AIR

Grades: 7 - 13
Begins: Sunday, June 18, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 23, 2:00 p.m.
Deans: Lacey Brown and Mark Koester
Email: plaid76@hotmail.com;
mrkoester@gmail.com
Phone: 618-684-6969; 618-307-6628
Assisted Price
$425.00
Actual Price
$450.00
Actual Plus
$475.00
Camp ID: LG635

AIR Horse Camp

Grades: 7 - 13
Begins: Sunday, June 18, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 23, 2:00 p.m.
Deans: Jess Howell
Email: jessicahowell@ymail.com
Phone: (618) 444-1076
Assisted Price
$575.00
Actual Price
$600.00
Actual Plus
$625.00
Camp ID: LG637

Week June 25 – July 1
Girls Empowered

Grades: 4 - 6
Begins: Sunday, June 25, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 30, 2:00 p.m.
Dean: Kelsey Ross
Email: kelross46@gmaiil.com
Phone: (618) 558-0748
Assisted Price
$425.00
Actual Price
$450.00
Actual Plus
$475.00
Camp ID: LG668

Camp Rocks!

Grades: 4 - 6
Begins: Sunday, June 25, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 30, 2:00 p.m.
Dean: Eric Baldyga
Email: embaldyga@gmail.com
Phone: (217) 891-0410
Assisted Price
$475.00
Actual Price
$500.00
Actual Plus
$525.00
Camp ID: LG645

S.T.E.M.s of Grace

Grades: 4 - 6
Begins: Sunday, June 25, 4:00 p.m.

12
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Ends: Friday, June 30, 2:00 p.m.
Dean: Daniel Schall
Email: djschall@siu.edu
Phone: (217) 379-7684
Assisted Price
$425.00
Actual Price
$450.00
Actual Plus
$475.00
Camp ID: LG630

Counselor-in-Training/
Maintenance-in-Training
Grades: 10 - 12
Begins: Sunday, June 25, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, June 30, 2:00 p.m.
Dean: Skip Burgess
Email: robertburgess23@gmail.com
Phone: (270) 556-9014
Assisted Price
$425.00
Actual Price
$450.00
Actual Plus
$475.00
Camp ID: LG660

My Shepherd and Me
Camp

Grades: K - 4 with an adult
Begins: Friday, June 30, 5:00 p.m.
Ends: Sunday, July 2, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Revs. Mike and Beth Fender
Email: bfender@igrc.org
Phone: (217) 529-2611
Assisted Price
$185.00
Actual Price
$210.00
Actual Plus
$235.00
Camp ID: LG625
discount not applicable

Week July 2 - 8
Jesús Es El Señor (JEES)
Camp - Jesus is Lord Camp
Ages: 5 - 11
Begins: Wednesday, July 5, 2:00 p.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 8, 1:00 p.m.
Dean: Alex Uribe
Email: jeescof@live.com
Phone: (618) 893-2050
Assisted Price
$65.00
Actual Price
$290.00
Actual Plus
$315.00
Camp ID: LG695

Week July 9 - 15
Discovery Camp I
Grades: 1 - 2
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Begins: Sunday, July 9, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Tuesday, July 11, 2:00 p.m.
Dean: Laura Bishop
Email: mlbishop@mchsi.com
Phone: (618) 201-6124
Assisted Price
$185.00
Actual Price
$210.00
Actual Plus
$235.00
Camp ID: LG605

Phone: (217) 343-4899
Assisted Price:
$265.00
Actual Price:
$290.00
Actual Plus:
$315.00
Camp ID: LG683

Discovery Camp II

Grades: 4 - 6
Begins: Sunday, July 30, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, August 4, 2:00 p.m.
Dean: Lindsay McDaniels
Email: Lindsay.mcd20@gmail.com
Phone: (618) 670-4674
Assisted Price:
$625.00
Actual Price:
$650.00
Actual Plus:
$675.00
Camp ID: LG685

Grades: 3 - 4
Begins: Sunday, July 9, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Wednesday, July 12, 2:00 p.m.
Dean: Laura Bishop
Email: mlbishop@mchsi.com
Phone: (618) 201-6124
Assisted Price
$265.00
Actual Price
$290.00
Actual Plus
$315.00
Camp ID: LG615

Creative Creations

Grades: 6 - 9
Begins: Sunday, July 9, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, July 14, 2:00 p.m.
Dean: Sarah Dierker
Email: sdierker11@gmail.com
Phone: (217) 248-0491
Assisted Price
$495.00
Actual Price
$520.00
Actual Plus
$545.00
Camp ID: LG618

Week July 16 - 22
Campers Guide to the
Galaxy

Grades 6 - 9
Begins: Sunday, July 16, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Wednesday, July 19, 2:00 p.m.
Deans: Landon Young
Email: w.landonyoung@gmail.com
Phone: (618) 214-5512
Assisted Price:
$265.00
Actual Price:
$290.00
Actual Plus:
$315.00
Camp ID: LG640

Fueled

Grades: 6 - 9
Begins: Sunday, July 16, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Wednesday, July 19, 2:00 p.m.
Dean: Rev. Katie Gholson
Email: ktgholson@gmail.com
Phone: (618) 550-1887
Assisted Price:
$265.00
Actual Price:
$290.00
Actual Plus:
$315.00
Camp ID: LG680

Butterflies, Migration,
and Me - An
Environmental Camp

Grades 6 - 9
Begins: Sunday, July 16, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Wednesday, July 19, 2:00 p.m.
Deans: Christina Krost
Email: Christina.krost@gmail.com

Week July 30 - Aug. 5
HorsePower Camp

Camp Rocks!

Grades: 4 - 6
Begins: Sunday, July 30, 4:00 p.m.
Ends: Friday, August 4, 2:00 p.m.
Dean: Karen Hatch
Email: Kwren99@hotmail.com
Phone: (618) 208-7213
Assisted Price
$475.00
Actual Price
$500.00
Actual Plus
$525.00
Camp ID: LG650

Kamp Kids
Eligibility: Children of volunteers
Begins: First day of camp session
Ends: Last day of camp session
Dean: Little Grassy Camp Staff
Cost: $30.00 for 1st week;
subsequent weeks no charge
Camp ID: Please see list below
Week:		
Camp ID
June 18 - 24
LG635K
		LG637K
June 25 – July 1
LG668K
		LG645K
		LG630K

Camp Volunteers
Eligibility: Age 21 and over
Begins: First day of camp session
Ends: Last day of camp session
Dean: Little Grassy Camp Staff
Email: littlegrassy@igrc.org
Cost: NA Camp ID: Please see list
below
Week:		
Camp ID
June 18 - 24
LG635V
		LG637V
June 25 – July 1
LG668V
		LG645V
		LG630V
		LG660V
		LG625V
July 2 – 8		

LG695V

July 9 – 15
LG605V
		LG615V
		LG618V
July 16 – 22

LG640V
LG680V
LG683V
July 30 - Aug 5
LG685V
		LG650V
Training Dates:
Saturday, April 29, 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Little Grassy United Methodist Camp
OR
Saturday, April 22, 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Main Street UMC, Alton, IL

Clergy Volunteers
Begins: First day of camp session
Ends: Last day of camp session
Dean: Little Grassy Camp Staff
Email: littlegrassy@igrc.org
Training Date:
Tuesday, March 28,
9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
UM Center, Springfield, IL
OR
Tuesday, May 23, 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Little Grassy United Methodist Camp

Camp Descriptions
AIR

AIR Horse Camp

AIR Horse Camp is an extension of AIR Camp. We will
participate in AIR family times, devotions, worship
and evening activities, but our afternoons will be
spent at the Giant City Stables, where there will be
activities for campers with all levels of riding experience.

Girls Empowered

Girls Empowered is back in 2017! This ALL GIRL camp
is designed to empower you to be who God created
you to be. Whether you are an introvert, extrovert,
love doing your hair and nails, or would prefer playing in the creek, this camp is for you. With Kelsey Ross
as the Dean you will learn to live a life that is empowering to yourself and to others and how to use Christ’s
example to empower the world along the way.

Camp Rocks!

Join us as we discover the great outdoors at Little
Grassy Lake in the Crab Orchard National Wildlife
Refuge. This camp is an adventure camp designed
for campers who want to experience nature up close
and personal through a canoe trip, hiking, and rock
climbing. Campers will spend one night sleeping
out under the stars, cook their dinner over the fire,
and enjoy campfire worship on top of the traditional
camp activities such as swimming and crafts. (This
camp requires the stamina to canoe for two hours,
followed by a one-hour hike.)

S.T.E.M.s of Grace

Join Daniel Schall, dean, and Rev. John Hackman,
spiritual director, as they make Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math come alive in God’s creation.
This camp for both boys and girls will use nature
and other S.T.E.M. activities to explore what it means
to be a Christian in the world today. This camp will
participate in the traditional camp activities such as
Bible study, worship, swimming, and crafts, but they
also will focus on looking at S.T.E.M. activities through
a Christian perspective. If you love to explore and do
hands-on learning, this camp is for you!

Counselor-in-training/Maintenance-in-training (CIT/MIT)

We have a new addition to this camp for those who
want to help, but aren’t interested in counseling.
Maintenance-in-training is the chance for high school
students to come to camp and learn the important
work of what goes on behind the scenes to make
everything run smoothly. They will join Skip Burgess
and Rev. Jessica Baldyga in the morning with CITs

for spiritual formation and Bible study to learn how
to become servant leaders and then work the rest
of the day with camp maintenance staff. CITs in the
afternoon will work with the counselor and younger
campers to learn the art of counseling.

My Shepherd and Me Camp

Join the Revs. Mike and Beth Fender as they lead us in
a weekend of worship and fun! My Shepherd and Me
Camp is an intergenerational camp where campers
will experience God through the exploration of what
it means to have Jesus as our Shepherd. There will
be swimming, paddle boating, hiking, crafts, evening
campfire worship, and morning devotions. We will
stay in the motel-style accommodations of Masada
Lodge. Up to three children may accompany one
adult, but all participants must pay the camp fee.
Price listed is per person.

CAMPING GUIDE 2017

The theme for AIR 2017 is Renewed. As Robb McCoy
leads us through worship, we will look at what it
means to be transformed from the inside out and
how God works in our lives to transform us. During family time, there will be intense Bible study
and in the afternoons, there will be opportunities
to participate in traditional camp activities, crafts,
swimming, hiking, canoeing (to name a few), as well
as opportunities for rock climbing, and local mission
work. Our off-site mission opportunity in 2017 will
be to work at Lighthouse, a place of transition for the
homeless. This late-night camp is packed with fun
evening programs each night. Register today to join
Robb McCoy and the AIR staff for an incredible and
transforming camping experience!

Need a scholarship?
Download at
www.igrc.org/registrationforms

Jesus Es El Senor (JEES) Camp /
Jesus is Lord Camp

Calling all Master Builders! In this world of chaos we
live in, we must encourage one another, and build
each other up by connecting to God’s Word and God’s
plan for our lives. Come meet the Special Builder and
be a part of our team! We must LEGO to the things of
this world and Let GOD show us God’s master plan!
¡Llamando a todos los Maestros Constructores!
En este mundo de caos en el que vivimos, hay que
animarnos unos a otros, y edificarnos los unos a los
otros, mediante la conexión a la Palabra de Dios y su
plan para nuestras vidas. Ven a conocer al Especial y
ser parte de nuestro equipo LEGO! Debemos dejar
las cosas de este mundo y permitir que DIOS nos
demuestre su plan maestro!

Discovery Camps

Designed for our youngest campers, these camps are
short on time but long on fun! Laura Bishop will be
back in 2017 as the dean of Discovery Camps. Laura’s
love of children and excitement for camp is ecstatic
and we are glad she is coming back to help with
Discovery I and II camps! Rev. Rick Atchley will lead
us in worship. We will have traditional camp activities
including Bible study, swimming, paddle boating,
crafts, songs, and games. These camps will have a
Dr. Seuss theme and campers will learn how they are
being transformed through Christ.

Creative Creations

Join us for Creative Creations as we explore personal
transformation through art and drama. Sarah Dierker
and Kyle Steward will lead us in an experience of
God as we create visual arts, while Loren Fear and
Jaime Ingles will team up to lead us in experiencing
God through drama. Campers will learn that art and
drama can be avenues for spiritual formation. They
will also participate in traditional camp activities such
as swimming, canoeing, and more! There will be a
drama and art show at 1:00pm on Friday for campers
to showcase what they learned during the week.
Come early to see the show!

Camper’s Guide to the Galaxy

Have you ever been to an island looking for treasure
but found the island was sinking? Have you ever
been questing with friends but realized one is attempting to betray you? Have you been in command
of huge armies vying for world domination? No? Us

neither, but in games we are allowed free rein over
these stories and more. Every game has a lesson to
be learned and strategies to be made, a lot like life.
At this camp, we will dive into these situations as well
as biblical stories to help us build relationships with
each other and with God. Escape with us into a world
of wonder and spiritual growth at Camper’s Guide to
the Galaxy!

Fueled

What does camp mean to you? Worship? Learning
about Jesus? Meeting new friends? Serving God
and others? Spending time outside? Good food?
Come to Fueled for all of these things and more! Each
day we will be Fueled by God’s Word and inspiring
worship and then sent out into the community to
serve others at local ministries. There will be plenty of
time for all of the fun camp activities, too: swimming,
crafts, volleyball, ga-ga, capture the flag, etc. All of
the worship, teaching, small groups, service work,
and activities will be geared for Middle School age
students. Come and join us for a camp experience
that will fill you with the Holy Spirit, inspire you to be
more like Jesus, and fuel you to be the person God is
calling you to be.

Butterflies, Migration, and Me - An
Environmental Camp

In this hands-on camp join Christina Krost as we
jump-in to the fascinating world of butterflies! Campers will learn about migration patterns of butterflies
as well as learn their importance to the environment.
From the beginning, we have been given the responsibility of taking care of creation and this camp seeks
to continue this through teaching of habitat conservation. This new environmental camp will have a
different focus each year as campers strive towards
creating a better world through protecting creation.
Along with all the environmental fun, campers will
get to experience the traditional camp activities of
swimming, crafts, games, and focused Bible study.

HorsePower Camp

Come to HorsePower camp to experience the power
of God through the power of horses. Lindsay McDaniels is coming back in 2017 as Dean of HorsePower!
In this camp, we will grow in perfecting our faith as
we work on perfecting our riding skills. We will be
riding at Giant City Stables but will still participate in
the traditional camp activities of worship, Bible study,
swimming, crafts, and so much more!

Kamp Kids

This camp is ONLY for children of camp volunteers. We don’t want our camp volunteers to
miss out on the camp volunteer opportunity
because there is no one to watch the kids, so
we are providing a day camp for the children
of our volunteers. This camp will offer ageappropriate camp activities for those children
who are too old or too young to participate in
camps when their parents are volunteering.
Children will eat meals with their parents and
campers and will sleep with parents in their
cabins at night. Children must register to
attend this camp.

Camp Volunteers

At Little Grassy, we love our volunteers!
Since 1953, we have relied on volunteers to
provide a quality summer camping program
for the children and the youth of the Illinois
Great Rivers Conference. Each summer we
need volunteer counselors, nurses, craft
people, child care assistants, kitchen help,
and certified lifeguards. If you would like to
be a camp volunteer, you must complete and
return a volunteer application and reference
forms, which may be found at www.igrc.org/
camping. You must also undergo a background check and participate in volunteer
training prior to camp. Submit a camping

volunteer form to “Camping, P.O. Box
19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207” well in
advance but no later than May 31.

Clergy Volunteers
Since 1953, Little Grassy has depended on
clergy to ensure a quality summer camping
program for the children and youth of the
Illinois Great Rivers Conference. We love our
clergy volunteers and hope you will join us
for the summer of 2017! If you are interested
in being a clergy volunteer, please contact
Andrea Stuby at andreastuby@gmail.com.
Clergy must submit a volunteer application
and undergo a background check.
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Beulah Holiness Camp

Register online
www.igrc.org/campsessions

Camp
Descriptions
CAMPING GUIDE 2017

Beulah Youth Institute (BYI)

Beulah Youth Institute is a unique summer camp in many ways. It is not
the amenities that draw people to the camp ground at Eldorado each
summer. You won’t find a lake, scenic views, or a beach. But for one week
Beulah Youth Institute totally immerses young people in the power of the
Gospel through worship, Bible study, music, recreation, small groups, and
various other activities. We’ll have a lot of fun at camp. But it’s all prayerfully planned to provide students an opportunity to experience God and
to deepen their relationship with Him. This year we are pleased to be
having The Great Romance lead us in worship and Danny Beasley will be
our evening evangelist. We hope to see you there! Week June 18 - 24

Beulah the Beginning

Beulah Listings
Week June 18 - 24

Beulah Youth Institute
(BYI)

Grades: 8 – 13
Begins: Sunday, June 18, 3:00 p.m.
Ends: Saturday, June 24, 9:30 a.m.
Dean: Bridget Douglas
Email: mrsdouglask4@hotmail.com
Phone: 618-599-9815
Cost: $245.00 ($25 Discount for
early registration. $220 if registered
and paid in full by April 15)
Camp ID: BC233

Beulah Youth Institute
(BYI) - Adult Sponsor

Age: Adults, approved by dean
Begins: Sunday, June 18, 3:00 p.m.
Ends: Saturday, June 24, 9:30 a.m.
Cost: $95.00
discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC235

Beulah Youth Institute
(BYI) - Junior Sponsor

Age: Young Adult 18 - 20, approved by dean
Begins: Sunday, June 18, 3:00 p.m.
Ends: Saturday, June 24, 9:30 a.m.
Cost: $95.00
discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC237 All Junior sponsors must be at least three years
older than the oldest student.

Week
June 25 – July 1
Beulah the Beginning

Grades: 2 – 4
Begins: Friday, June 30, 10:00 a.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 1, 1:30 p.m.
Dean: Lindsay Vollmar
Email:
lvollmar@stmatthewumc.org
Phone: 618-660-7552
Cost: $100.00 ($25 Discount for
early registration. $75 if registered
and paid in full by April 15)
Camp ID: BC213
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Beulah the Beginning –
Adult Sponsor

Grade: Adults, approved by dean
Begins: Friday, June 30, 10:00 a.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 1, 1:30 p.m.
Cost: $25.00
discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC215

Beulah the Beginning Junior Sponsor

Grade: Youth 16 – 18,
approved by dean
Begins: Friday, June 30, 10:00 a.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 1, 1:30 p.m.
Cost: $25.00
discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC217

Beulah Bible Camp

Grades: 5 - 7
Begins: Monday, June 26, 9:30 a.m.
Ends: Thursday, June 29, 4:00 p.m.
Dean: Debbie Randoll
Email: the2drs@hotmail.com
Phone: 618-889-2809
Cost: $180.00 ($25 Discount for
early registration. $155 if registered
and paid in full by April 15)
Camp ID: BC223

Beulah Bible Camp Adult Sponsor

Grades: Adults, approved by dean
Begins: Monday, June 26, 9:30 a.m.
Ends: Thursday, June 29, 4:00 p.m.
Cost: $50.00
discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC225

Beulah Bible Camp Junior Sponsor

Grades: Youth 16 - 18, approved
by dean
Begins: Monday, June 26, 9:30 a.m.
Ends: Thursday, June 29, 4:00 p.m.
Cost: $50.00
discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC227
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Week July 9 - 15
Beulah Jr. High Alive

Grades: 6 – 8
Begins: Tuesday, July 11, 10:30 a.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 15, 11:00 a.m.
Dean: Justin Joiner
Email: ttncjoiner24@gmail.com
Phone: 618-401-4041
Cost: $180.00 ($25 Discount for
early registration. $155 if registered
and paid in full by April 15)
Camp ID: BC243

Beulah Jr. High Alive Adult Sponsor

Ages: Adults, approved by dean
Begins: Tuesday, July 11, 10:30 a.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 15, 11:00 a.m.
Cost: $75.00
discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC245

Beulah Jr. High Alive Junior Sponsor

Age: Young Adult 16 – 20,
approved by dean
Begins: Tuesday, July 11, 10:30 a.m.
Ends: Saturday, July 15, 11:00 a.m.
Cost: $100.00
discount not applicable
Camp ID: BC248

Week
July 28 – August 4
Beulah Holiness Camp

Grades: All ages
Begins: Friday, July 28, 7:30 p.m.
Ends: Friday, August 4, following
7:30 p.m. service
Questions: Contact Ruby Joy
Bronke
7651 Farmers Mkt. Rd.
Tamaroa, IL 62888
Phone: 618-318-6322
Email: rubyjoyb@earthlink.net

Swim on over to Beulah the Beginning Camp 2017 and join as we work
together in “Finding Jesus”! It’s going to be another awesome camping
experience full of eight Bible stories like you’ve never heard them before.
This under the sea experience will open your kids eyes to the glory of
God and help them jump into their life as they live for Him. Your kids will
be captivated through hands-on Bible stories, energetic games, creative
crafts, movie night in the Tabernacle, wild & wacky water games, and
meaningful worship. We hope you’ll join us on our underwater adventure as we learn to follow His way and just keep searching for Jesus!
Week June 25 – July 1

Beulah Bible Camp
Beulah Bible Camp is a four day and three-night camp designed especially for students who are entering 5th, 6th, and 7th grades. Our theme
this year is “Survivor, Life Skills from Proverbs.” We have an exciting camp
planned with worship, Bible studies, games, crafts, and high-energy
fun outdoor recreation. We will also have special evening activities and
devotions each night of camp. Come prepared to make new friends and
renew old friendships from previous camps. Join us for the most exciting
week of your summer! Week June 25 – July 1

Beulah Jr. High Alive
Come join us in a camp perfect for Jr High campers growing in their faith!
Excellent speakers (Greg Groves), fun activities, and Christ Centered experiences await you at Jr High Alive! Week July 9 - 15

Beulah Holiness Camp
Beulah Holiness Camp begins with the evening service at 7:30 p.m., July
28 and ends with the final service Friday, August 4. NO meals will be
served on Friday, July 28.
This historic and intergenerational camp offers a diversity of programs
for people of all ages with an emphasis on the proclamation of scriptural
holiness. Holiness Camp lends a spiritual retreat setting and has done
so since 1903. It also provides a contemporary Gospel message in an
historical setting. Age-specific programs are available for children, youth,
college and career young adults, and older adults. The youth program
will officially kick off Saturday, July 29. Activities for junior high and high
school students will include worship time with ministry team, Christian
teaching, awesome recreation with others, as well as fantastic mission
opportunities and community outreach.

What are Sponsors and Junior Sponsors?
Sponsors at Beulah are adults (at least age 18 and three years older than
the oldest camper) who have been approved in advance by the dean of
the camp and who serve as assistants to core staff.
Junior Sponsors are youth (ages 16 - 18 and at least three years older than
the oldest camper) who have been approved in advance by the dean of
the camp and who serve as assistants to core staff. Additional requirements, including references, may apply according to camp.
All staff, volunteer and paid (includes sponsors of all ages), must submit
a volunteer form, available at www.igrc.org/camping, and participate in
training prior to camp. Persons 18 and over must also undergo a background check. Submit a volunteer form to “Camping, P.O. Box 19207,
Springfield, IL 62794-9207” well in advance but no later than May 31th.
Please check with the dean of the camp for training dates.

Registration Info

Need a scholarship?
Download at
www.igrc.org/registrationforms

Important Registration Information for 2017
SUBMITTING REGISTRATION FORM:

• Download the Registration Form: You may
also download the registration form from www.
igrc.org/camping, fill it out by hand, and send it
completed to the camp office.
• Ask Us to Send the Registration Form to You:
Call the camp office (217.529.3007), and we’ll mail
the form to you.
• NOTE: Those who are registering for family,
adult/child camps must complete a separate
registration form for each participant.

PAYMENTS AND DEPOSITS:
• Deposit: A minimum registration deposit of $50
per camp, per person, is required. Balance is due
3 weeks prior to the start of camp. NOTE: To receive
the early bird fee – full payment and registration
must be received by the early bird deadline, April 15.
• Credit Card Payments: Credit cards (Master Card
and Visa) are accepted. If you register online there
is a place to include your credit card information.
If you register through the mail, you must communicate the card information on the registration
form. Credit card payments are not accepted over
the phone. NOTE: A 3% transaction fee is added
to the amount charged.
• Payments by Check: Please make your check
payable to “IGRC” and mail it to:
IGRC Camping Office
PO Box 19207
Springfield, IL 62794-9207

EMAIL ADDRESSES AND RECEIPT OF
REGISTRATION CONFIRMATION:
The camping ministry continues to try to keep the
cost of camp affordable. One way we lower the cost is
through the use of email. If you have an email address,
we ask that you provide it to us on the registration. By
providing an email address, you will shortly receive a
confirmation letter with an All-in-One Medical Record
and Permission Form attached. Other forms specific to
a camp (e.g., a dean’s letter and/or camp site information letter) may be downloaded from www.eastbaycamp.org/programinformationandforms or www.
littlegrassycamp.org/programinfo&forms website. If
an email address is not provided, you will receive your
confirmation letter and All-in-One Medical Record and
Permission Form through the postal service approximately two weeks after processing. If you have any
questions regarding the information received, or if it
is in any way incorrect, please contact us immediately.
We work very hard to make the check-in process go as
smoothly as possible for all campers.

ALL-IN-ONE MEDICAL RECORD AND PERMISSION FORM:
The All-in-One Medical Record and Permission form
must be completed in full and be presented at the
camp upon checking in. This health form will be
included with a confirmation of the camp registration.
It is also available on the website under 2017 Registration Forms or by calling the camping office. Please do
not mail the All-in-One form to the camping office. It
must be delivered directly to the camp on the day of
arrival.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:

Registration deadline is 3 weeks prior to the start of
camp. Registrations received less than 3 weeks before
the start of camp must be approved by the camp office or camp dean.
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• Register Online: It’s quick and easy to register
for camp by going to www.igrc.org/camping and
completing the online registration, open after
January 10.

Be sure to note the camper’s name and camp
number on all checks. For proper credit, checks
must be sent to the Springfield camping office.
Please do not take payment to the campsite.

CANCELLATION POLICY:
In all cases, an attempt will be made to reschedule
a camper into another week of camp. The parent
or guardian of the camper must submit a request for
cancellation in writing to the Springfield Camping Office.
Refunds for health reasons are available upon request.
Full refunds will not be made after the start aof camp.
If it is not possible to reschedule the camper, the cancellation refund policy is as follows:
45 days prior to camp............Full refund
31-44 days prior to camp.....Refund of 80%
30 days prior to camp............No refund. Emergencies
will be negotiated.

GRADES/CABINMATE REQUESTS:
The grade listed in the brochure is the grade the
camper will be entering in the fall of 2017. We will do
our best to honor cabinmate requests provided the
request is made by both campers. We also believe that
there is great value in encouraging campers to make
new friends. Please call or email if you have any questions.

CAMPER INSURANCE:
Insurance for registered campers is provided through
the IGRC accidental insurance program. This is a
supplemental policy. The participant’s own health
insurance is the primary coverage for the camper.

Choose Your Price Again This Year
For East Bay and Little Grassy Camps each camper (or
whoever is paying the bill) will again have three prices
to choose from. The reason for this tiered pricing is
three-fold: 1) it acknowledges that families are differently gifted, 2) it educates as to the actual cost of the
camp program, and 3) it presents opportunities for
second-mile giving to the camping ministry.
Here are the levels you will find in the information
about each camp:
• Tier One: Assisted Cost
At this level the summer camp program is funded
in part by conference apportionments. Apportionments are fair-share contributions from local
churches to support a number of connectional
costs, including camping and retreat ministries. We
are blessed to have local churches that pay their apportionments in full!
• Tier Two: Actual Cost
This tier represents the true cost of the summer
camp program. The Actual Cost covers everything
from food to electricity, pool chemicals, summer
staff, and gas for the tractor that pulls the hayrack,
routine site maintenance, and so on. The only
things it doesn’t cover are costs related to administration and marketing, which are covered by
apportionments.
• Tier Three: Actual Plus
This tier is best understood as second-mile giving
and is generally $25 greater than the Actual Cost.
This tier allows campers to invest in the enhancement and expansion of program and facilities. This
gift is automatically routed into the Advance Special
for that camp site and will be used for needed

things as building improvements, new mattresses
for bunks, new (usually used) camp vehicles and
large equipment, and other planned and unplanned
items not included in the annual budget. Donations
over and above the $25 are more than welcome.

Early Bird Discount!
If you register and pay in full by April 15, 2017 you
may deduct $25 from the cost of whatever pricing tier
you pick. Online registration for this discount will end
at 11:59 p.m. on April 15 and postmarks will be used to
determine if the April 15 deadline was met for those
registering and/or paying by mail. NOTE: Payment “in
full” includes any contribution your church will make
toward the cost of the camp.

Scholarship Support
It is the dream of Camping and Retreat Ministries
that no child is kept from summer camp because of
cost. In cases where Tier One: Assisted Cost is still
overwhelming, a camper may apply for scholarship aid
from the IGRC Camping Scholarship Fund. To apply for
financial aid, go to www.igrc.org/registrationforms
and click on “Camper Scholarship Application,” complete the form prior to registering for the camp, and
send it to IGRC Camping, PO Box 19207, Springfield, IL
62794-9207. Applicants will be advised of the scholarship status and amount as soon as possible after the
form is received.

FAQ’s About Prices:
Q-1: Do I really get to pick my price? Is there a
hitch?
A-1: Yes to the first question and no to the second.

Q-2: Does the price I pay impact the quality of my
camper’s experience? If I pay less, do I get less?
A-2: No. All campers receive the same benefits from
camp. No one knows about your choice of pricing
except the people who do accounting in the Springfield office.
Q-3: If I miss the Early Bird deadline, am I still eligible for a discount?
A-3: No. Asking us to make exceptions isn’t fair to
those who make the deadline; and, honestly, it creates
stress for those managing registrations. No one likes
to say “no.”
Q-4: How are the prices for camps figured?
A-4: There are a zillion variables that need to be considered when pricing. Here are just a few of them:
1. the nature of the program (e.g., horse programs are more costly than art programs)
2. the age of the campers (younger children need
more staff )
3. the degree to which the camp is supported by
volunteers (volunteerism reduces the price of
camps)
4. the type of lodging (cabins are less expensive
than air-conditioned lodges)
5. projections of summer attendance (our best
calculations are still guesses)
6. size of group (the larger the group the lesser
the cost per camper)
7. location of the camp (costs vary regionally)
8. state of the economy
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Need a scholarship?
Download at
www.igrc.org/camp_forms

Settings for re-creation
CAMPING GUIDE 2017

Weary souls are refreshed in retreat

		

Intensives for spiritual formation
Campers and guests experience the presence of God

Hospitality for all

All guests are valued as children of God

Design Idea 1st draft:

Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The United Methodist Church
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Judicial Council rules on clergy penalty cases
BY LINDA BLOOM

NATIONAL / GLOBAL NEWS

LISLE, Ill. (UMNS) – How penalties
imposed by trial courts were handled in
two cases involving clergy was the subject
of separate oral hearings Oct. 25 before the
United Methodist Judicial Council.
The denomination’s top court, which
met Oct. 25-28 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel
in Lisle, Illinois, issued decisions on 11
docket items, including three related to the
church’s position on homosexuality.
One hearing focused on the appeal of
a decision of the Southeastern Jurisdictional Committee on Appeals. The committee
upheld a decision related to the Jan. 11-12,
2016, church trial of the Rev. Errol Leslie by
the Florida Conference.
The trial court found Leslie — who
was serving a congregation in Florida in a
cross-conference appointment — guilty of
charges of sexual misconduct, immorality
and disobedience to the order and discipline of The United Methodist Church. The
court terminated his clergy membership in
the New England Annual Conference.
The Rev. Scott Campbell, representing Leslie, said the appeal was based on fair
process, judicial precedent and the authority of Judicial Council. He pointed to what
he called errors in the supervisory process
related to the complaint against Leslie and
contended that the Florida Conference did
not have the authority to try him.
The Rev. Jay Therrell, a district superintendent serving as counsel for the Florida
Conference, said that Leslie had admitted
an extramarital affair that damaged his congregation and the church and violated his
ordination vows. A few mistakes in process
may have occurred, but none of those affected the outcome of his trial, Therrell said.
Judicial Council upheld the decision
by the committee on appeals, ruling in
Decision 1332 that the errors cited by Leslie
did not affect the verdict or penalty.
Originally from Jamaica, Leslie retains
his clergy membership in the Methodist

Church of the Caribbean and Americas.
A separate docket item related to a
decision by Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar,
New England Conference, about a question
of law in the Leslie case. In that item, the
court ruled that a bishop does not have the
authority to “make a substantive ruling” on
what essentially is a petition for a declaratory decision.
“Questions pertaining to the constitutionality of an act of General Conference
that fall within the jurisdiction of Judicial
Council are beyond the scope of episcopal
authority,” the court wrote in Decision
1331.

Second oral hearing

A second oral hearing addressed a request by the Texas Conference for a declaratory decision on matters relating to the final
disposition of a penalty imposed on the
Rev. Carla Badgett after a 2012 church trial.
The Rev. Jason Burnham, speaking on
Badgett’s behalf, said the request to Judicial
Council was “about everything that took
place after the penalty (a three-to-five-year
suspension) was handed down.”
He argued the Texas Conference
Board of Ministry was wrong when it revoked the clergywoman’s credentials three
years later, after she had complied with all
the requirements of the suspension. The
later action gave her no recourse for appeal,
he said.
“The board of ministry acted as
though this was a continuation of a trial,
as though the trial never ended,” Burnham
said. “The only thing that definitely ended
was Rev. Badgett’s access to her rights.”
Mary A. Daffin, associate chancellor
of the Texas Conference, said that Judicial
Council had no jurisdiction in the case.
Daffin said Badgett was not deprived of a
right to appeal after the trial court made its
decision.
In Memorandum 1336, Judicial
Council agreed that it had no jurisdiction
to consider how the conference board of or-

Photo by Kathleen Barry, United Methodist Communications

Members of the 2016-2020 Judicial Council. (From left) Front row: Deanell Reece Tacha, N. Oswald Tweh Sr., the
Rev. Luan-Vu Tran. Back row: Lydia Romão Gulele, Ruben T. Reyes, the Rev. Øyvind Helliesen, the Rev. Dennis
Blackwell, and the Rev. J. Kabamba Kiboko. (Not pictured, Beth Capen)

dained ministry handled penalties imposed
by a trial court “when the concerned clergy
person did not invoke her right of appeal…”

Additional decisions

In a case from the Illinois Great Rivers
Annual Conference related to a trial court
penalty imposed on a clergyperson, the
Judicial Council referred to earlier rulings
that a bishop has no authority to make
substantive rulings on judicial or administrative matters.
While a conference can ask for a
declaratory decision, the court said in Decision 1337, “an individual may not circumvent that process by merely requesting the
presiding bishop for a decision of law so

as to trigger an automatic review by the
Judicial Council; to do so undermines the
procedures and safeguards set forth in the
Discipline.”
Other decisions issued by Judicial
Council at its fall meeting involved questions over an appointment to extension
ministry in West Ohio, the eligibility of a
campus minister for nomination to a conference leadership team in West Michigan
and a rule change on nomination of officers
in Greater New Jersey.
See all decisions from Judicial Council's October 2016 meeting by visiting:
http://www.umc.org/decisions/
Bloom is a United Methodist News Service
multimedia reporter based in New York.

Liberian Ebola survivors report sight problems
BY JULU SWEN

GANTA CITY, Liberia (UMNS) – Two health
facilities of The United Methodist Church in
Liberia have confirmed that most of the Ebola
survivors seeking care have complaints about
their sight and general body weakness. Authorities at these facilities — Ganta United Methodist Hospital in Nimba County and Weala United
Methodist Clinic in Margibi County — said most
of the sight problems reported by their patients
are a lingering result of suffering from the Ebola
virus.
“Though unconfirmed by further medical
examination, the situation is now taking center

stage among post-Ebola strategists,” said Patrick
Mantor, administrator of the Ganta United
Methodist Hospital. Asked how they were able
to arrive at this conclusion, Mantor said the
epidemiological history of the patients always
ends with the issue of Ebola. “The issue is now
under serious study by all the health entities of
Liberia,” he emphasized.
About 11,000 people in Liberia contracted
Ebola during the deadliest outbreak in history
and nearly 5,000 died.
Once an epicenter of the Ebola virus, Ganta City
has since recovered from the traumatic effect of
the virus. The hospital, which played a vital role

in serving the community, is still on the alert
for any resurgence of the virus. Mantor said
authorities have improved the hospital facilities
and have increased awareness, adding, “patients
who come to the hospital with strong fever are
given special attention and, if possible, isolated
until we are certain that their case is not Ebola.”
The Rev. Paye Cooper Mondolo, superintendent of the Weala district, said that most of the
patients coming to the Weala District health
facilities are men. “Several of them complained
about general body weakness and strong
headaches,” Mondolo said. He attributed the
problems of the Ebola survivors to the amount
of drugs they were given while they were under
attack by the virus.
Mondolo pointed out that most of the Ebola
survivors in his district are also susceptible
to various illnesses such as common colds
and other infectious diseases. “The issue of
the sight problem that most of the Ebola
survivors are facing has already claimed the
attention of the health authorities of the
L-R: Jerald Dennis, public relations officer, Ebola Survival Association of Liberia (ESAL); Vivian Rogers, Ebola
survival and member of ESAL; Foday Gallah, general
coordinator of Montserrado County Sector 4 of ESAL.
Photo by Julu Swen, UMNS

Liberian government,” he affirmed.
Jerald Dennis, an Ebola survivor and now the
public relations officer of the Ebola Survival Association of Liberia, confirmed the serious sight
problems that many are facing. “As for me, my
problem is severe headache,” Dennis said. He
indicated pain medication is no longer effective
in calming his headaches, adding, “I am not the
only one suffering from severe headache as a
survivor.”
He further indicated that health authorities are
now working with several non-governmental
organizations to train health workers on how
best to profile Ebola survivors coming to their
facilities and what kind of treatment to give
them in case of headaches. “Right now, the only
drugs that can calm the pain of my headache
are drugs made in the United States,” Dennis
concluded.
Declared Ebola free on May 9, 2015, and again
on Jan. 14, 2016, Liberia was greatly affected by
the Ebola virus — which killed thousands, especially health workers. The entire nation is now
on the lookout for the virus, but with no worries
as indicated by the national health authorities.
Julu Swen is a communicator in Liberia.
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Church leaders challenged to lead with courage

NATIONAL / GLOBAL NEWS

BY KATHY L. GILBERT

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (UMNS) – Bishop Grant
Hagiya told the 750 church leaders gathered at the
Council of Bishops’ Extended Cabinet Summit to lead
with courage for the sake of the future of The United
Methodist Church.
Hagiya, who leads the California-Pacific Conference, was one of the keynote speakers at a summit that
focused on cultivating vital congregations to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
The United Methodist Church, as well as many
Christian denominations, is facing decline in the United
States because for many generations people have stopped
caring about institutions, Hagiya said.
“It is not our fault. We didn’t create the environment. But do we have the capacity to adapt and change?”
he asked.
This Nov. 2-4 summit comes just as the Council of
Bishops announced a special General Conference that
probably will be convened in 2019 to discuss the church’s
policies on homosexuality. Members of the Commission on a Way Forward, who are charged with reviewing
those policies, will be meeting throughout 2018 and will
send their report to General Conference delegates. The
date and place for the special General Conference are in
the planning stages.

Fear and anxiety

“There is a general state of fear and anxiety” in the
church, Hagiya said. He added that the debate over homosexuality is “a symptom rather than the cause.”
He said people are “acting out” from fear.
“In the Western Jurisdiction, I got a complaint
from a man after the election of Bishop Karen Oliveto
against the entire college — all active and retired clergy,”
Hagiya said. He talked to the man and explained there
was no way to charge everyone. It became clear he just
wanted to call attention to the issue, and the charge was
dropped, Hagiya said.
It is going to take courage to change the church to
attract those outside the doors, he said. “And there will
be casualties.”

Faithfulness and fruitfulness

Fort Worth Area Bishop Mike Lowry, chair of the
task force on the Extended Cabinet Summit, said the
task force wanted to present an experience done “with
faithfulness and fruitfulness in a manner and style that
lifted up the best of the Gospel, that was Christ-centered,
that was excellent in its presentation and deep in its
thinking.”
The gathering included district superintendents and
senior conference staff members in the United States.
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the Council of
Bishops, said the council began planning and praying

for this summit nearly two years ago. “This summit grew
out of the council’s commitment, forcefully stated in our
2012 Call to Action, to redirect the resources and energy
of the denomination, including our own leadership
resource, to increase the number of vital congregations
throughout our global connection.”
Similar events are being planned for the conferences
in Africa, Asia and Europe, too.

Vital congregations

Bishop Ken Carter, who leads the Florida Conference and is president-elect of the Council of Bishops,
led the participants through the “Missiology of Vital
Congregations.”
“We were once a movement, but over time we have
experienced harm. We became rigid and inflexible, and
we created a thick Book of Discipline,” he said. “It didn’t
allow us to adapt, and what was once a missional movement became an institution.”
Bishops brought example after example of churches
that have adapted to change and are creating vital congregations.
New bishops LaTrelle Easterling, Sue Haupert-Johnson and Tracy Malone led a panel discussion about some
vital congregations in their conferences.
Haupert-Johnson recommended the Fresh Expression movement that started in England and is all about
mission. An initiative of the Church of England and the
British Methodist Church, the movement has resulted
in the birth of thousands of new communities in the
United Kingdom and brought renewal to scores of established churches.
“We are missionaries, not consumers,” said HaupertJohnson. She said the real mission of the church should
be to get out and find the people who are not in church
yet. “It (the mission) is heart and soul and one-on-one
with those outside the church,” she said.
Haupert-Johnson takes inspiration from the evangelist E. Stanley Jones, who traveled the world to make
disciples. “He said some of the loneliest people he met
were in bars.”
“So I have become the bishop of hotel bars,” she said.
“Come join me.”

Cross-conference conversations

The summit paired conferences, and participants
said that was eye-opening. Many said they were surprised how much they had in common.
Members of the Louisiana Conference were
matched with Mississippi Conference members, and the
Rev. Embra Jackson of Mississippi said it was the first
time in many years they had talked to their “next-door
neighbors.”
“I hope to leave here with good relationships and
some good ministries together,” he said. “The best thing
I have heard is the hope for the future and moving

forward. If we hold steadfast and pray together, God will
lead us to the future and good things will happen.”
The Rev. Conrad Link of the Baltimore-Washington
Conference was excited by what he heard during the
summit on Nov. 5.
“I have been waiting 20 years to hear this stuff,”
he said. “I am ready to move forward; I am ready for
change. We need flexibility. I particularly like the invitation for us to be courageous, to keep what needs to be
kept and to lose what needs to be lost so we can move
forward.”
Ough ended the summit with words of encouragement. He pointed out the power that was in the room.
“What we carry home and how we lead may determine how we end up,” he said. “Fix your attention on God.
“Aren’t we privileged to lead this great church?”
Gilbert is a multimedia reporter for United Methodist
News Service in Nashville, Tenn.

Bishop calls IGRC to prayer Jan. 22-28
SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard is asking
that the Illinois Great Rivers Conference set aside
the week of Jan. 22-28, 2017, as a Week of Prayer
for the Way Forward Commission and its work.
The week selected is part of a churchwide call to
prayer in 2017 and 2018 as the Commission moves
forward its work. Bishops of the church have
covenanted with one another to pray 15 minutes
each day for the Commission. The second phase
is involving each individual annual conference in
prayer for a week.
Birmingham Area Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett
told a gathering in Jacksonville, Fla., that the
prayer emphasis was two-fold. “We are praying
that God help us to more effectively fulfill the mission of the church. And we are praying to be one in
Christ,” she said.
Bishop Beard said the selection of the week of Jan.
22 was strategic in that events inside and outside
the church have called for people to be united.
“The week will be the first week in which a new
president will be leading the country following
a very contentious campaign,” he said. “And the
week overlaps the Week of Prayer and Christian
Unity, a worldwide ecumenical focusing on unity
within the Christian faith.”
The Upper Room has developed a website called
UMCprays.org. The website features many tools
and resources to help you to plan for the week of
prayer and additional information will be forthcoming in the next few weeks.

Bishops planning for 2019 special session of General Conference
BY KATHY L. GILBERT

about the wording of the call.”

SAINT SIMONS ISLAND, Ga. (UMNS) – The Council of
Bishops said it intends to call a special General Conference in 2019, but stopped short of actually making
the call — expected after the Commission on a Way
Forward begins looking at the church’s teachings on
homosexuality and church unity.

Ough also addressed concerns from United Methodist
laity and LGBTQ members on the membership of the
Commission on a Way Forward, which is charged with
finding a way through the denomination’s impasse on
homosexuality. After the names of commission members were released, the bishops received letters and a
petition from those who wanted more laity and more
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer representation.

The conference would be in February or March, and
the council asked the business manager of the General
Conference to move forward with exploring venues and
a bid search. The 2020 General Conference is already
scheduled for May 5-15 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
“When we issue the call letter it must be very specific
to the purpose of call and dates,” Bishop Bruce R. Ough,
council president, said Nov. 2. “We have some work to
do on securing a location and we want to be thoughtful
18
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Love Prevails, an unofficial advocacy group for full inclusion of LGBTQ, disrupted the meeting of the bishops to
express their concerns. The retreat, which the bishops
typically hold at the beginning of a new four-year period, was not public except for a session on Nov. 2.
Ough said the makeup of the commission is final,

however, all bishops were asked to invite the clergy and
laity in their areas into a conversation about the mission
of the church.
“We are asking if anyone envisions models of how we
can remain united with our differences,” he said.
“We all recognize a 32-member commission is small
when you look at the size of our denomination.”
Phoenix Area Bishop Robert T. Hoshibata said the bishops were on a good course, but there is still much work.
“We have discovered that there are concerns about
representation, whose voice is heard. I trust those who
are on the commission are sharing the strong voice of
others … those who we hope will be part of our church
but who are not yet a part,” he said.

SPECIAL SESSION

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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Sunset Home – a Golden Cross ministry
BY TRACY HAGMAN
Sunset Home

All these years later the need is still mighty. The need is
urgent. The need is real.
We are appealing to all the people in the IGRC to hear
the command of Jesus by reaching out with resources to
the people of Sunset Home; allowing Sunset to sustain
our important mission of Sharing the Love of Jesus Christ
through Life in a Caring Community. You and your
church can help provide the needed funds undergirded by
Spiritual principles and values.
Thank you for your prayers and your gifts given in
God’s name.
For information on giving opportunities, contact
Tracy Hagman, Development Director, Sunset Home, 418
Washington Street, Quincy, IL 62301, phone 217-2232636. Sunset IGRC Advanced Health & Welfare #0045.
Please visit www.sunsethome.org and Golden Cross ministries at www.igrc.org/goldencross.

United Media Resource
Center expands service area
SPRINGFIELD – The United Media Resource Center, housed in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference office,
will be expanding its service area Jan. 1.
Persons and churches in the Northern Illinois Conference will be offered the opportunity to use the UMRC
in an agreement reached between the Northern Illinois
Conference and the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.
Currently, Northern Illinois Conference has had its
own resource center but due to the recent retirement of
staff, an opportunity presented itself to work in partnership.
“We see this as a win-win situation,” said Paul Black,
IGRC director of communication ministries, which oversees the UMRC. “Under the agreement, Northern Illinois
Conference will be providing funds which will allow for

SPECIAL SESSION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
Praying for the church
Birmingham Area Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett and
retired Bishop Al Gwinn, co-chairs of the Praying Our
Way Forward Initiative, announced the second phase
of that effort, which involves each conference making a commitment to come together in prayer during
a designated week. The effort would begin January 1,
2017, and continue into 2018. The first phase involved
a commitment from bishops for daily prayer focused
on the selection and initial efforts of the Way Forward
Commission.
Wallace-Padgett said that the 84 bishops on the council
are each praying 15 minutes a day for the commission.
“That’s 21 hours of prayer a day for the work of the
Commission on a Way Forward,” she said.
“We want the church and the Commission on a Way
Forward to be led by God. This prayer emphasis puts
us in a posture where as a church we are asking and
listening for God’s leadership,” said Wallace-Padgett.
“Our prayer focus is twofold: We are praying that God
will help us to more effectively fulfill the mission of the

the purchasing of more resources while we provide the
administrative overhead that we are already paying with
no additional out-of-pocket operating costs.”
The searchable online catalog for the UMRC will be
placed upon the Northern Illinois Conference website
and the NIC will cover postage for mailing materials to
their member churches. NIC churches and congregations will also be able to subscribe to the UMRC monthly
e-newsletter, highlighting new acquisitions and featured
resources.
Over the past 35 years, the former Central Illinois
Conference and the Illinois Great Rivers Conference
have had several partnerships with the Presbyterian
Church but this is the first time it has partnered with a
United Methodist annual conference.

church. And we are praying to be one in Christ.”
Wallace-Padgett said bishops are now inviting United
Methodists to pray daily for the church’s effectiveness in
fulfilling its mission of making disciples and for the outcome of the work of the Commission on a Way Forward.
They also called on United Methodists to participate in
their conference’s week of prayer and to fast weekly as
they are able for The United Methodist Church and its
future.
Gwinn said The Upper Room has developed a website
called UMCprays.org. “The website features many tools
and resources to help you to plan your week of prayer,”
he explained. “Each week will feature information about
what is happening in the conference that is praying
that week, including a prayer-focused blog written by
the bishop in that area.”
Ough stressed the importance of the prayer initiative.
“We need to begin to prepare the church for whatever
might come out of the commission,” Ough said.

Logistics of called session
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QUINCY – As you enter the front door of Sunset
Home in Quincy, you immediately enter into God’s presence as you are welcomed and embraced by the loving
arms of a spiritually committed staff.
More than 127 years ago, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Pfeiffer
were led by God to open their home as shelter for the
elderly that needed loving care in their final years. Later
the gift of the Pfeiffer’s home coupled with God’s vision of
a place where the aging population could live their senior
years in a community within the love, care and compassionate arms of Jesus, was accepted and embraced by the
St. Louis German Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church becoming the basis of what we know now as Sunset Home.
Today, Sunset Home is a non-profit Golden Cross
ministry delivering all levels of senior care in a Christian
environment including Skilled Nursing, Intermediate Care,
Short-Term Rehabilitation, two Independent Living communities, plus has the largest State Certified Alzheimer’s
Unit in Southern Illinois. As we continue to serve in faith,
over half of our residents are financially unable to pay the
full cost of their care.
It is our relationship with the people of The United

Methodist Church that sets Sunset Home apart from other
senior care communities. Sunset was birthed from the vision of one couple in 1886; responding to the need around
them through the love of Jesus Christ to care for the least
and the lost through Jesus’ command, “When you have
done it unto the least of these, you have done it unto me…”
(Matthew 25:40)

Sunset Home welcomes Rev. Dixie Croxton as its new full-time
Chaplain of Spiritual Life

UMCH, Baby Fold Festivals
of Trees Nov. 17-20
Step into the holiday season by attending one
of the two Festival of Trees hosted by two of the
Alliance agencies.
In Mt. Vernon, the United Methodist Children's
Home event begins Thursday, Nov. 17 at 5:30
p.m. and runs through 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 20 at
the Granada Center for the Performing Arts.
For more information, visit: www.umchome.
org/festivaloftrees.
In Bloomington-Normal, the Baby Fold event
will be at the Interstate Center on Thursday,
Nov. 17 with a sneak peek event at 6 p.m. and
continuing until 4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 20.
For more information, visit: www.thebabyfold.
org/festivaloftrees.

ence, provided for by the church constitution, would be
limited to the purpose defined within the call.
“A requirement that materials be in the hands of delegates at least 230 days before such a session makes it
unlikely that the commission could complete its work
in time to meet that deadline for a 2018 meeting, so
2019 seemed to us to be the best option,” Ough said.
“The purpose of broadening the timeframe to either
February or March is to afford more flexibility in finding
a suitable and available location.”
The 2016 General Conference delegates, or their lawful
successors, would serve at the special called conference, unless an annual conference prefers to have a
new election.
The council received a report from the Commission on
a Way Forward moderators about composition of commission membership, a plan for the first meetings and a
strategy for communication.
Gilbert is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist
News Service.

Business considered at a special called General Confer-

The Current

DECEMBER 2016

19

>> CONFERENCE NEWS <<

CONFERENCE NEWS

Registration open for
Covenant Keepers 2017
EAST PEORIA – Online registration is now open for Covenant Keepers
2017 which will be Jan. 30-31 at the
Holiday Inn and Convention Center in
East Peoria.
Registration and more information
can be found at: www.igrc.org/CK2017.
Registration is $30 per person and includes a Monday noon luncheon.
The theme for this event is: CK2017:
Keepers of the Covenant.
Keynote speakers for the event are
Dr. Jay Carter and Dr. Sandra Whitacre
Herron.
Carter has made more than 100
appearances on national television
and radio in the USA,
Canada, Australia, and
United Kingdom (BBCTV in London), including the Larry King Show,
and the Montel Williams
Show. He consulted with
Reader's Digest for an article on "Mean
People", and has consulted with the
Oprah Winfrey Show. He has appeared
in Oprah magazine and Cosmopolitan
several times. He was a talk show host on
Berks Community TV for four years.
Psychologist, Best Selling Author,
Speaker, and Film Maker (awards for

"Bipolar Light" and the "Bully Caterpillar"
pilot film), Dr. Carter is a professional
speaker doing seminars and workshops
for organizations around the country.
He is the author of the bestselling book,
Nasty People, which has sold over one
million copies in the USA and around
the world. His new book is the Complete Idiot’s Guide to Bipolar Disorder
via Alpha Books (Penguin Group), 2009
available through www.Amazon.com
Herron was Director
of the Singles Ministry at
the Crystal Cathedral and
was a trainer at the Fuqua
International School of
Christian Communications. She had problems
deciding what she wanted to be when she
grew up.
Her many careers include being a
teacher, speech pathologist, psychotherapist, speaker/trainer and minister. Sande
teaches communication/homiletics at the
California Graduate School of Theology
and is a mentor to doctoral students.
She has a private practice as a Life Skills
Coach, and presents seminars such as
"Communication Boot Camp", "Playmate, Stalemate, Soulmate" and "Soul
Journey" wherever requested.

UMC #Giving Tuesday Nov. 29
Mark your calendars!

Donation matches

UMC #GivingTuesday is Nov. 29. Last
year, thanks to the extravagant generosity of United Methodists, $2.8 million
was raised on UMC #GivingTuesday.

The Advance remains committed to
sustaining a strong foundation that allows projects and missionaries to build
relationships and empower ministries.

UMC #GivingTuesday is part of an
international movement to extend the
spirit of giving thanks into the Advent
season. It offers an opportunity to start
off the holiday season y giving instead of
receiving.

In the past, the Advance was fortunate
to offer matching funds to motivate
giving. While matching funds will not be
available this year, The Advance continues to allocate 100 percent of all giving
to the designated project and missionary with the administrative overhead
covered through apportionments.

UMC #GivingTuesday offers United
Methodists a way to participate by supporting projects through The Advance.
Join in the UMC #GivingTuesday campaign by visiting the Giving Tuesday
resource page at www.umcmission.org/
giving-tuesday/resources.

This Advent, encourage your congregation to “Give Light, Give Love and Give
Life through the Advance at: www.
umcmission.org/give.

27 IGRC students benefit from
United Methodist scholarships
BY PAUL BLACK

NASHVILLE, Tenn. – A total of 27 students have been awarded a combined total
of $44,000 to further their education with scholarships from General Board of
Higher Education and Ministry.
Funds for the scholarships are derived from the United Methodist Student Sunday
offering which will be observed on Sunday, Nov. 27 this year.
IGRC students receiving scholarship include the following:
• Andrea Stuby, Alton Main Street
UMC, Mississippi River District,
$1,000 United Methodist General
Scholarship for studies at Eden
Theological Seminary.

• Roxy Twaddle, Washington Crossroads UMC, Illinois River District,
$1,500 United Methodist General
Scholarship for studies at GarrettEvangelical Theological Seminary.

• Haley Hausman, Rosiclare UMC,
Cache River District, $1,300 Rev.
Charles W. Tadlock Scholarship for
studies at Vanderbilt University
School of Theology.

• Eun Ae Lee, Urbana Korean Jesus
Love UMC, $2,275 E. Craig Brandenburg Scholarship for studies
at Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary.

• Nathaniel Jackstadt, Maryville St.
Lukes UMC, Mississippi River District, $1,000 Rev. Dr. Karen Layman
Gift of Hope Scholarship for studies
at Butler University.

• Cassidy Bos, Loraine UMC, Spoon
River District, $1,000 Layman Gift
of Hope Scholarship for studies at
Central College.

• Brad Curtis, Lincoln First UMC,
Sangamon River District, $1,000
United Methodist General Scholarship for studies at Asbury Theological Seminary.
• Isaac Elkins, Casey UMC, Embarras River District, $617 IGRC Merit
Award, $1,000 Layman Gift of Hope
Scholarship and $1,500 UM Allocation Award for studies at North
Central College.
• Heather Robertson, Pekin First
UMC, Illinois River District, $1,500
United Methodist General Scholarship for studies at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary.
• Matthew Bachman, Belleville St.
Matthew UMC, Mississippi River
District, $500 David W. Self Scholarship and $5,000 UM Allocation
Award for studies at McKendree
University.
• Jessica Davenport, Normal Hope
UMC, Vermilion River District, $617
IGRC Merit Award and $2,000 Special Seminary Scholarship for studies at Wesley Theological Seminary.
• David Bell, Casey UMC, Embarras
River District, $1,000 Layman Gift
of Hope Scholarship for studies
at Southern Illinois UniversityCarbondale.
• Allison Jordahl, Rantoul First
UMC, Iroquois River District, $1,000
Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship
and $1,000 UM Allocation Award
for studies at Central Methodist
University.
• Alyssa Gourley, Normal Calvary UMC, Vermilion River District,
$1,000 Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship for studies at Missouri State
University.
• Emilee Monken, Casey UMC,
Embarras River District, $1,000 UM
Allocation Award for studies at
Illinois Wesleyan University.
• Jacey Schwarzlose, West Salem
Zion UMC, Kaskaskia River District,
$1,000 Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship for studies at Wabash Valley
College.
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• Madeline Gibson, Neoga Grace
UMC, Embarras River District,
$1,000 UM Allocation Award
and $1,000 Layman Gift of Hope
Scholarship for studies at Illinois
Wesleyan University.
• Miranda Harris, Normal Calvary,
Vermilion River District, $500 UM
Allocation Award for studies at
North Central College.
• William Meachum, Pontiac First
UMC, Vermilion River District,
$2,275 E. Craig Brandenburg Scholarship and $616 IGRC Merit Award
for studies at Garrett-Evangelical
Theological Seminary.
• Nicholas Goodell, Pontiac First
UMC, Vermilion River District,
$1,000 Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship for studies at University of
Illinois-Urbana-Champaign.
• Tracy Bromley, Pontiac First UMC,
Vermilion River District, $1,500
United Methodist General Scholarship for studies at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary.
• Megan Pichaske, Dunlap Prospect
UMC, Illinois River District, $800
Ethnic Minority Scholarship for
studies at Olivet Nazarene Univeristy.
• Amy Brooks, Waverly UMC,
LaMoine River District, $1,000
United Methodist General Scholarship for studies at Eden Theological
Seminary.
• Hannah Porter, Macomb Wesley
UMC, LaMoine River District, $1,000
Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship for studies at Western Illinois
University.
• Jessica George, Shattuc UMC,
Kaskaskia River District, $500 United Methodist General Scholarship
for studies at Garrett-Evangelical
Theological Seminary.
• Samuel Horsch, Gibson City UMC,
Iroquois River District, $2,000 SEA
Allocation Award for studies at Boston University School of Theology.
• JaDora Wilson, Springfield Grace
UMC, Sangamon River District,
$3,000 Knowles Allocation Award
for studies at Wiley College.
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The Church and the new overtime regulations
(one man’s opinion)
BY RICK VAN GIESEN

One Man

CONFERENCE NEWS

So, I’m not a lawyer. I’m not an
HR specialist. I don’t have any training
in labor law. They used to say that an
“expert” was someone who came from
over 50 miles away and had an overhead projector. But I
can’t find one.
The conference doesn’t provide legal advice and I’m
not qualified to give it. ANY questions you might have
about this subject should be directed to your attorney.
OK, so I think I’ve laid the groundwork not to get sued.
I hope so.
A lot of you have been asking my opinion about the
new overtime regulations from the US Department of
Labor (DOL) that go into effect on December 1st. Since
there is no law against offering my opinion, you can take
it for what it’s worth.
If you’ve been living in a cave, the commotion is
about new regulations which were issued by the DOL in
May that vastly expand the number of workers who are
eligible for overtime pay. Until Nov. 30, many workers in
certain occupations who earned over $23,660 could be
considered as “exempt.” That means they could work over
40 hours a week and you didn’t have to pay them overtime or even track their hours. The new DOL regulations
raised the threshold in one big jump to $47,476. Only the
government could come up with these numbers.
The consternation that has been raised for churches
is that many of them have employees who earn more than
$23,660, but less than $47,476. For those workers who
are no longer exempt, this means that the church MUST
track their hours, pay them on the basis of an hourly
employee and pay overtime if the employee earns it.
The regulations DO NOT specify how much the
church has to pay employees. It only expands the eligibility of employees who are eligible for overtime.
I think this is actually an opportunity to correct
an error that some churches are making. So let’s cut to
the chase. Your secretary, your custodian, your youth
worker, your music director, your organist and virtually every other employee who works in your church
(except for clergy) are NOT self-employed contractors.
And they never were. I understand the temptation. If the
person who works for you is a self-employed contractor,
you don’t have to issue a W-2, you don’t have to mess
around with withholding tax, and you don’t have to pay

FICA. The only disadvantage is, it’s illegal.
Misclassification of employee is a serious IRS infraction. One of these days, one of our churches is going
to get tagged and you don’t want it to be yours. So get
used to doing W-2 forms, withholding and paying FICA.
If you can’t do it, hire a payroll service. There are many
available and some do everything over the Internet.
So this is just my opinion, let the haters hate.
Therefore, having that corrected, let’s go on to the
application of the new DOL regulations. A lot has been
made of the theory that some churches are exempt
because they do not engage in “commerce.” I think this
is a waste of time. If your church operates a preschool or
daycare, you may proceed to the next paragraph. You’re
toast. Comply and get over it. As the white paper at
www.gcfa.org indicates even though your church MAY
be exempt, it is likely that your employees are not. So
there are TWO ways to be in violation. Isn’t this fun?
As one would expect, I take the conservative approach and I would assume that my church is subject
to the regulations, rather than place my hope in some
theory that Big Brother has somehow overlooked little
me. I can guarantee you that if DOL auditors come into
your church, even if they agree that you are exempt, they
are going to find other violations, so why raise red flags
if you don’t have to?
And in reality, what’s going to change for you? How
many of you have secretaries and custodians who work
over 40 hours a week? And if they do, why wouldn’t you
pay them overtime? Are your employees of so little value to
you that you don’t want to pay them what they are worth?
I get this call at least once a year: “Do we have
to pay our employees minimum wage?” I say, “The
answer is “Yes” and why wouldn’t you want to? Are
your employees not worth more to you than the person
down the street flipping burgers?” (No offense intended
toward burger flippers.)
Thus far, most of the concern about the new DOL
regulations that have come to me are about youth workers. Evidently, these folks are the new exploited class
in the church. (It’s a joke, OK?) That is not to say that
churches are not cognizant that youth workers often
work long hours for little pay. God bless them. Particular concern has been expressed when youth workers
take groups to camp or mission trips. These are valid
concerns and churches probably need to begin to think
about different ways to perform these ministries.

One thing I have not stated explicitly yet is that
pastors (clergy) are exempt from the DOL rules. It’s
something ingeniously called “The Ministerial Exception.” This means that you can work your pastors as
many hours as you want to without violating the law.
And some do. And don’t try the fudge: “We have a
youth MINISTER.” That’s not going to float unless your
youth employee is a licensed or ordained minister in the
United Methodist Church. You might want to work on
that. We need pastors.
So, back to camps and mission trips. We might
need to rethink how we do those. Actually, it was never
acceptable to make your youth director work 24 hours
a day at camp. There are rules about how long they can
work and not get uninterrupted sleep (the key word for
camp is “uninterrupted”). So churches might need to
think about sending a team of counselors to camp and
on mission trips so that they can tag team. Eight hours
on and eight hours off would be a good idea and also
humane. Churches might also want to think about utilizing more VOLUNTEERS for camp and mission trips.
The regulations do not apply to volunteers… or pastors.
Remember…. Just one man’s opinion!
(Rick Van Giesen serves as the IGRC Treasurer and Benefits Officer.)

Board of Pensions approves navigator help for pastors
BY RICK VAN GIESEN
IGRC Treasurer & Benefits Officer

Three years ago, none of us
could have predicted that
the premium cost for Marketplace Health Insurance
Plans would skyrocket. In
addition, with health insurance companies pulling out
of the Marketplace or vastly
reducing plan choices, suddenly navigating “ObamaCare” has become vastly more
complicated.
Personal testimonies and anecdotal experiences led us to
believe that there may be better choices for some pastors
and that the task of choosing a health insurance plan has
caused undue burdens and stress for more than a few.
We began to ask ourselves if there were not resources
available to ease the burden for pastors, to find new ways
to utilize the tools of the Marketplace, or just to assure

some pastors that the choices they have made were
the right ones.
At that point, I was introduced to Monte Chamberlain, who is the director of Cost Stewardship, an
Indiana company whose sole purpose is to find ways
for pastors and local churches to save money. Cost
Stewardship is endorsed by GCFA – a General Agency
of the UMC.
Cost Stewardship has partnered with the Gravie
company. I like to call them “Navigators on Steroids.”
The Gravie company (www.gravie.com) specializes
in empowering employees to make good decisions with
their benefits dollars. The fit of what they do with what we
felt we needed was unmistakable.
Right now, this program is only available to full-time
pastors of local churches who receive the health insurance allowance in addition to salary. This is because the
Conference Board of Pensions is paying for the service
with health insurance dollars that remain from the former
plan. Since the money was originally received for and by

full-time pastors, it makes sense that they should enjoy
the benefit. However, the program could be expanded if
another source of funding is found.
Here’s how we want pastors to engage in the program.
Please call Monte Chamberlain directly at (317) 409-2984.
We think you will get more out of the program by talking
to Monte first, but it is also possible for full-time pastors to contact Gravie directly by calling 800-501-2920
or going to our special website: https://www.gravie.
com/?as=IllinoisGreatRiversUMC
For most customers, the call takes less than 45 minutes.
Please don’t delay! The open enrollment for Jan. 1, 2017
Marketplace plans ends Dec. 15.
Cost Stewardship helps local churches in other ways,
from Federal rebates for health insurance costs in 2013
to refunds from utility companies, I urge you to invest a
little time to reap dollars which you can turn into ministry:
www.coststewardship.org
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Mary Arnold and Gabe Wanck
Lois Palmer

Clyde Snyder

Allerton United Methodist Church

Paul Arnold & Gene Mac

Brad & Donna Henson

Roger Grimmett & Keith Anderson

C. Don Ferrill

John Ray & Betty Coffey

Pastors, Past & Present
Harold Quick
West Salem Trinity UMC in Mt. Vernon
E.Paul & Judith Unger

Amos Dillman
Memory of Steve Bramlett & Jack Kaley

Cedar Grove United Methodist Church

Kedric & Lisa Curtis
Gina Hulett

Northwest United Methodist Church in Peoria

Brian & Luann Kuehn

Astoria United Methodist Church

Ken & Sue Hogren

• Clergy Assistance Program for
Retirees and Spouses
• Virgin Health Miles Benefits for
Retirees and Spouses
• Fellowship Groups

• Dental Loan Program
• Hearing Aid Program
• Financial and Estate Planning
• Advocates for Retirees and
Spouses

Cherrie Wilkerson

Cave In Rock First United Methodist Church

Harold “Bumper” & Jill Quick
Sam & Marilyn Totten

Sam & Marilyn Totten
Michael & Peggy Tatlock

John Tennyson

Gibson City United Methodist Church

Pete Ryan

Oak Grove United Methodist Church

Steve Hartman
Steve Utley

Kim Dancey

Nelson Reiber

United Church of Benld

Robert Greene
Steve Barrett

Elsah United Methodist Church

Jonathon Brashear

Trinity United Methodist Parish
Kempton, Cabery, & Cullom UMCs

Roger Perry, Joye Perry, Joe Gardiner

Middlefork United Methodist Church

Williamsville United Methodist Church
Christ UMC in East Moline

Jim McClarey

Pekin First United Methodist Church

Vernon Brown & Vincent Rameriz
Jacob & Judith Hinterser

Sara Isbell

Chatham United Methodist Church, PPRC

George Desmond
Kate Herring
Ashland UMC

Charles Hanson, Robert McDonald,
Floyd Blackard, Linda Harrod
Julie Melgreen, Margaret Ann Jessup
Springfield Douglas Avenue United Methodist Church

Troy Benton & Katie Gholson

John Chrisler

St. John’s United Methodist Church in Edwardsville

Lynette DeAtley

Mahomet United Methodist Church

Bluffs United Methodist Church

• Presence at Funerals and
Presentation of Grave Markers

Saint Mark United Methodist Church in Kankakee

Pastors Past & Present
Dick & Carole Jean Piscatelli

Palmyra United Methodist Church

• $500 Thousand Medicare Part D
Benefit

Bement United Methodist Church

Dalene Kuebler, Jim Ruberg,
Floyd Stradley, Don Black

Armstrong United Methodist Church

Dave Bultemeier, Ken Harris,
Ted Snider, Paul Unger

• Pastoral Care

Buckeye United Methodist Church

Illinois City & Pine Bluff United Methodist Churches

Ken Hogren, Paul Unger, Ted Snider,
Dave Bultemeier

• Seminar for Retirees and Spouses

Ed & Nancy Weston

From Willow Hill UMC &
Donald & Merry Kay Hansen
Scott & Maxine Cordell-Brunton
Dennis & Barbara Wilmot
Lisa & Kedric Curtis
Sandra Watson
Howard & Elizabeth Woolard
Dean & Kathryn Thompson
Jerry & Barbee Wear
Sherron & Coene Jones
James & Sallie Booth
Brian & Luann Kuehn
Kevin & Jodi Meyer
Gina Hulett

Ken Hogren

• Assistance in Research Medicare
Part D Plans

Victor Long

Mark Doane

Krista Price

• Fall Banquets

Dave Kelly

Lovington United Methodist Church

Weldon United Methodist Church

• $1.5 Million to purchase Medicare
Supplement Plan

Geneseo Grace United Methodist Church
Griggsville United Methodist Church

God’s New Parish of the UMC in Centralia

Services to Retired Clergy and Spouses:

Melva England & Mark Graham

University United Methodist Church in Peoria

Larry Bricker
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Charliam Renner

Sullivan First United Methodist Church

John McIntosh

The congregations of
Nokomis United Methodist Church
Elwin United Methodist Church
Maxey Chapel United Methodist Church
Trinity United Methodist Church in Kankakee
Industry United Methodist Church
Marshall First United Methodist Church
Pawnee United Methodist Church
McLeansboro First United Methodist Church
Caseyville United Methodist Church
Forsyth United Methodist Church
Shields’ Chapel United Methodist Church in Canton
Altamont First United Methodist Church
Grant Park United Methodist Church
Niedringhaus United Methodist Church in Granite City
Lawrenceville First United Methodist Church
Beulah United Methodist Church in Sumner
Vienna United Methodist Church
Lancaster United Methodist Church
Macon United Methodist Church
Fairfield United Methodist Church in Port Byron

