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We have celebrated Easter, Mother’s
Day and United Methodist Women
have held District Spring Meeting
Celebrations since the last Bridge
edition.
I had the wonderful experience of
participating in seven District
Celebrations in March, April and May.
The themes of all of the District
celebrations was mission, climate
justice and spiritual growth. Sadly but
proudly, we remembered and gave
tribute to members who had passed on
since the last Spring Meeting
Celebrations.
The Conference thanks the recipients
of Spirited Servant Awards from
Cunningham Children’s Home, reading
certificates for participation in the
United Methodist Women Reading
Program, and local unit Mission Giving
Awards. United Methodist Women of
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference
thank you for your service, dedication,
tenacity, compassion, support and love
in action. You are awesome!

Memorial – It is with great sadness
that I report that Clarice “Annie”
Johnson, who served as president of
the United Methodist Women Central
Conference 1993-1996, died on
Saturday, May 13, 2017 at her
daughter’s home in Pleasant Plains, IL
surrounded by her family. Clarice, 87,
had been a school teacher and helped
her husband run Bushnell Well Drilling
in Plymouth, the family business
started by her father in the 1940s. She
was preceded in death by her parents
and husband. She is survived by four
children, five grandchildren and ten
great grandchildren.
A celebration of Clarice’s life will be
held in Plymouth at a later date. We
will miss her passion, dedication,
advocacy and leadership in United
Methodist Women. Let us remember
her family in prayer. Memorial
contributions may be made to:
Cunningham Children’s Home, 1301
N. Cunningham Ave., Urbana, IL
61802. The obituary of Clarice “Annie”
Johnson is on the website of the Butler
Funeral Home, Springfield, IL.
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2017 Mission u –
United Methodist
Women and mission
represent a dynamic
partnership. Everything
we do supports mission even
arming ourselves through education to
transform the world. Mission u is an
opportunity to study current issues impacting
society and the responsibilities of women in
carrying out the mission work of the church.
Mission u will be held at the Northfield Inn in
Springfield, IL, August 4-9. Register early to
ensure your weekend or weekday seat for this
fulfilling learning opportunity.
2018 Assembly – Early
Assembly registration
opens September 1st
and ends November
30th. The Early
registration fee is $295 and includes two
healthy lunches. Let’s make IGRC United
Methodist Women visible in Columbus, Ohio,
May 18-20, 2018. The theme of the 19th
quadrennial Assembly of United Methodist
Women is “The Power of Bold”. This
Assembly marks the official celebration of the
150th anniversary of United Methodist Women
and the return to the location of the first
Assembly in 1942. If each of us save $6.03
per day beginning July 14, 2017, we will have
$295.47. It will be more than enough to
register for Assembly 2017 on September 1st.
Save the dates, plan to go and be a part of this
historic happening!
United Methodist Women 21st Annual
Conference Meeting Celebration - Save the
Date October 7, 2017. Join us at Springfield
First United Methodist Church in Springfield, IL.
Bishop Frank J. Beard will be the speaker. The
theme is The Message is on Your Lips and
in Your Heart. District Update Training will be
held as well.
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13th Annual Festival of Quilts – The Festival,
held at Cunningham Children’s Home on April
7th and 8th was a resounding success
resulting in over $74,000 in net proceeds to
benefit children and families. Thank you for
showing your support – attending, volunteering,
quilting, baking, craft making, and helping to
achieve a memorable event. The 14th Annual
Festival of Quilts will be held Friday and
Saturday, April 13 and 14, 2018.
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House –
From Transactions to Transformations
The agency’s building on 13th street in East St.
Louis was experiencing the ravages of rain due
to the need for a new roof and other repairs
impacting on services to women, children and
youth. United Methodist Women National
Office sent the agency a check for $143,000.
Another example of your mission dollars at
work. Thank you!
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House has
state programs serving children, youth and
seniors. Illinois continues to operate without a
budget. Your continued support, advocacy and
prayers are needed!
Cunningham Children’s Home (CCH) –
Hope Begins Here - The Education and
Recreation Center campaign has been
launched to raise funds to build a school
designed to provide the highest quality, most
appropriate educational environment to meet
the needs of students. For nearly 120 years
United Methodist Women have been the
stewards of Cunningham Children’s Home.
Give Today! Your gift will make a difference.
United Methodist Women continue to nurture
and empower women, children and youth.
Thank you so much for everything you do to
actualize our purpose and mission around the
world.
Blessings and Peace,
Camille McCaskill
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News from around our Conference!
Dix-Union Chapel United Methodist Women and Friends
In researching some history of the churches, I found that the Dix Church (Kaskaskia River District)
was organized in 1865. Union Chapel would have been organized about the same time. Reading
through the history, I noted the women were always organized, although they were called by
different names. They were always very active supporting the church with their small income.
My family joined the Dix church in 1967. The pastor at both churches was Rosemary Harris. During
all those years the UMW would meet once a month at the home of one of the members.
As the years went by, we begin to lose some of those older members. Membership went down to
about 2 members from each church.
One of our active members, Ida Mae Jackson, moved to Rome Meadows Apartments at Dix. For
the last several years, we have been meeting at Ida Mae's apartment. (She is so great about
reminding everyone of the date.) We usually have 10 to 15 ladies attend. Sometimes we have a
gentleman join the group, and we seem to be growing.
We call our group the UMW and Friends because we have several different denominations, but we
are all Christian Women.
In our agenda, we have the regular meeting with Devotions, Secretary's Report, Treasurer's
Report, Business etc. The lesson is usually from the Program book. And always we have some
great refreshments.
Some of the things we support:


Pledge to Missions



Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House



Cunningham Children's Home



Mt. Vernon Children's Home

Our Christmas donations will go to one of these programs. The ladies save all year for the World
Thank Offering.
In May we will host the Spring Fellowship meeting with Pot Luck dinner and a program. In June, a
group of usually 6-7 ladies will go to the Midwest Mission Dist. Center at Chatham, IL and work for
the day. (We always a stop for ice cream on the way home.)
One of our new members plans on going to Mission School and she is also on the Reading
Program.
This is a very friendly group and always makes any newcomer welcome. Recently a new person
moved into the building, and as it was her birthday, they had a little party for her. I have been
blessed to know and to be a part of this group of Christian ladies.
Dixie Stonecipher, President
(Some in wheelchairs, walkers etc. They are always looking for the good things in life. They look
after each other. It’s amazing what they can do.)
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Vice President
Diane H Goff
89 Country Rd 475E, Grayville, IL 62844
(618)375-7824

dianehgoff@hotmail.com

I recently had a rather unusual and disturbing
experience: I was designated keeper of the
early teen granddaughter who was suspended
from school, not for the crime but for her
inappropriate response to getting caught. Her
mother had already taken off two days (she
began a new job only four months ago so is
limited in the amount of vacation time she has
available), then I got her for the other two days.
It causes me to wonder if anyone in the school
system has considered the implications of time
off to spend in the country at Grandma and
Grandpa’s versus being detained at school. I
suspect not. I also question who is the true
recipient of the punishment.
This granddaughter has several siblings and
lives a distance from us; therefore I have had
very little alone time with her in the few years
she has been with the family. My time with her
made me very much aware of the changes in
attitudes, practices and mores since I was 13.
Perhaps that is part of God’s reasoning why
each of us is limited to an average 70-year
lifespan. Perhaps change is so rapid and
comprehensive that God realizes that most of
us just aren’t that adept at keeping up, so we
may as well die and open the space for
someone who can relate. Perhaps that
reasoning transfers to UMW as well: young
women just aren’t interested in many of the
things that those of us who have a few more
decades under our belts are doing. We
become old and useless and only then will
some younger person sweep us out and take
over in her own new, improved style. Only then
will many of us relinquish control of “our” unit!
Or maybe not. Perhaps God intentionally
designed grandparents to overlap lifespans just

enough to fill in at such times as this; to offer
children some perspective of life as viewed
from a world totally alien to theirs; to love them
unconditionally even while rigidly structuring a
few days of the child’s life around the
grandparents’ value systems. You likely are
saying something like, “She should have
helped the parents teach the child the right
values as the child was growing up and they
wouldn’t have this problem now.” And I would
agree with you. I can see remarkable
differences between the two older children in
whose lives I have been involved since their
births and these younger five; but these five
weren’t exposed to my values as babies nor
even- most of them- as young children. What’s
more, they all came at once when my body was
no longer young and supple; a body that had in
fact begun to show signs of rejection- of me!
Other persons had been given that precious
opportunity to instruct these children in their
formative years; unfortunately they had refused
to accept that responsibility.
Not all UMW or potential UMW have had the
awesome advantage like Olivia B. in CRD of
being welcomed into the local unit as a
member at age four then nurtured into
womanhood as a living, growing part of that
unit. Many do not really become aware of
UMW until they are entering empty-nest or
even retirement years. Do we refuse them
because they weren’t there all along? …
because they come in with their own set of
ideas, ideals and silly notions? Of course not!
We are elated to have new members. It may
require some rather strict discipline getting
them into shape-- or more likely getting
ourselves into shape to try to understand this
new, exciting and ever-changing (frustrating)
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world. We joyfully graft them onto the historic
vine (not unlike Jesus taught). We recognize
just how truly blessed we are to have younger
persons involved: they have more energy and
they help us to better relate to other younger,
technologically-enhanced generations.
Hopefully one of the benefits of the Legacy
Fund will be to enable the continuation of such
interactions. After all, the message stays the
same; it is only the methods that change.
For that reason we continue our excellent
tradition of informing, educating and including.
I realize that the leaders of the Personal
Growth study are quite varied and present the
material in a variety of ways. One thing I hope
you take away from the study this year is that
nature has not changed: only the methods
have changed. It is because of legislation and
executive orders, man-made rules, that the
chasm between the poorest workers and the
wealthiest persons continues to expand.
People have set these arbitrary boundaries and
people can change them. We must stay
vigilant and involved: UMW is a powerful
presence for holding legislators accountable
and for promoting change.
In an attempt to be more inclusive (especially
toward those younger generations), one
change that conference UMW is making this
year during our Annual Celebration in October
is to make child care available to those who
request it. All you have to do is let me know by
September 23. My home phone number is 618
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-375-7824 and my cell is 618-383-1573.
Hopefully this will enable more of you to
experience this phenomenal organization
called United Methodist Women.
For Annual Meeting our own Bishop (and
cheerleader) Frank J. Beard will give the
keynote speech. If you have already had
opportunity to hear him speak, you know you
are in for a treat. If you have not had
opportunity to hear him, don’t miss this one!
As has been done the past few years, district
officer update will be held midday, freeing your
calendar from a separate trip/date to
accomplish that. Even if you think you already
know everything about your office, come for the
fellowship of others in the same position as you
who may benefit from your input and
experience. Also it is always good to have
personal time with your conference
counterpart. A special program will be
provided for those in attendance who are not
presently district or conference officers. This is
the day that the IGRC UMW conducts its
business for the year: there is no better time to
get informed and get involved. Tickets will be
available for $20 after July (one more reason to
attend Mission u!) or through your own district
treasurer as in the past. Don’t forget to let me
know if you require child care. I look forward to
seeing you at Springfield First on October 7.
Blessings,
Diane

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a
community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries
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Membership Nurture and
Outreach
Caroline M Jones
25 Elk Court, Washington, IL 61571
(309)453-3729

What is United Methodist Women?
United Methodist Women is a supportive,
inclusive Christian membership organization
where women like you grow spiritually, develop
as leaders and serve and work to create a
world in which all women, children and youth
thrive. United Methodist Women is celebrated
as the women’s ministry of The United
Methodist Church.
What does United Methodist Women do?
Our members nurture one another in
community and support U.S. and international
projects and partners improving the lives of
women, children and youth with their prayers,
volunteer and advocacy efforts, and financial
gifts.
Why should I join United Methodist
Women?
United Methodist Women is a community of
women committed to mission. As a member
you can take advantage of many opportunities,
including the following:
 Prayer, Bible studies and spiritual retreats.
 Hands-on mission in local communities.
 Mission education experiences.
 Leadership development and training
opportunities.
 Supporting work with women, children and
youth.
 Partnership with women in mission in the
country and around the world.
 Advocacy for social justice issues, including
those pertaining to the environment,
domestic violence, immigration and the
many other concerns that impact the lives of
women, children and youth.
 Engagement in racial justice issues.

jonesteach1@att.net

How does United Methodist Women support
and grow its work?
Our members elect a representative board of
directors that sets policy for the organization
and determines the places we can make the
most impact. Staff and members work to carry
out the organization’s goals and expectations.
Members commit through their financial giving
to support the transformation of lives around
the world.
Who can join United Methodist Women?
Any woman who commits herself to the
PURPOSE of United Methodist Women and to
engage in mission, study, personal growth and
social action can join. You don’t have to be
United Methodist or meet an age requirement
to be a member.
It’s easy to become a member of United
Methodist Women: you can talk to someone
you know who is already a member, or if you
don’t know a member, you can call our
membership office at 212-870-3725.
Where are we?
We're everywhere in the U.S.: Local groups are
often organized around a United Methodist
Church.
We are faith, hope and love in action.
FAITH
Thousands of women participate in our
reading programs and educational
opportunities annually to grow spiritually,
become more deeply rooted in Christ and put
faith into action.
HOPE
Our national mission institutions empower
women, care for children, educate and equip
youth, care for the neglected, advocate for
social justice issues, create economic
opportunities and strengthen neighborhoods.
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LOVE
Our members give out of their love for
the world and provide financial support
for national mission institutions, higher
education scholarships for international
students, and 121 programs taking
place in 110 countries.
ACTION
United Methodist Women members’
voices are heard around the world as
they call for justice on issues such as
immigration, human trafficking,
domestic violence, health care and the
environment.
National Mission Institutions: United
Methodist Women Giving at work!!
Nearly 100 National Mission Institutions
in the United States empower women,
care for children, educate and build
youth, look after the neglected, advocate
for social justice, create economic
opportunities and change
neighborhoods.
Geographical Listing of Projects:
The following continents have several
countries that are being helped by the
United Methodist Women: Africa (12
countries) with 24 agencies, Asia Pacific
(11 countries) with 38 agencies, Europe
(8 countries) with 14 agencies, South
America (18 countries) with 27
agencies, and Middle East (4) countries
with 8 agencies.

Share Your Story!
United Methodist Women members across
the country have inspiring stories to tell,
beautiful prayers, poems and songs to
share, as well as program and fundraising
ideas to help us all put our faith, hope and
love into action. We also have a rich
history and legacy to preserve for
generations to come.
More information and instructions for
sharing your unit’s story on the UMW
website can be found here: http://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mystory
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"What should the position of United Methodist
Women be on the executive order about refugees?"
United Methodist Women has joined faith groups and
legal and immigration rights organization in a call to end
the jailing of women and children who have come to the
United States fleeing violence in their home countries
and are detained on civil immigration charges. This is an
update on the status of women and children detained by
Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE). Despite a
judge ordering the October 2015 release of women and
children from detention, family detention will continue and
numbers are increasing, as appeals make their way
through the courts. The majority of women released from
jail with their children are issued electronic ankle
monitors to track them. These are dehumanizing,
painful, heavy devices which burn the skin and require
women to be “plugged in” for hours each day to
recharge. They are not an acceptable “alternative to
detention.” (Campaign to End Family Detention
UMW.org)
Part of a statement from a press release:

Harriet J. Olson, United Methodist Women chief
executive of the national office, joined with interfaith
leaders to oppose a proposed U.S. ban on refugees and
immigrants based on their national origin and religion.
Ms. Olson stated: “United Methodist Women takes to
heart Jesus’ commandment to love God and love our
neighbor as ourselves. Throughout our 150-year history
we have carried this out by extending God’s love to
women, men, youth and children around the world,
including immigrants and refugees…….United Methodist
Women joins ecumenical and interfaith partners in
affirming our support of refugee resettlement. We
oppose any new U.S. policy that would cut the number of
refugees we have agreed to welcome, and any policy
that would prevent refugees from selected countries
being resettled or exclude religious groups.” (UMW.org)

Committee on Nominations
Burena Howard, ch.

June 2017
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531 N 18th Street, East St. Louis 62205
(618)271-6768

burena135@att.net

Greetings from your Committee On Nominations Chairman:
I have two favorite songs and they are: “Here I
Am Lord” and “Fill My Cup, Lord.” each song
affected me in many difference ways. I kept
humming these tunes one after the other as
this article for the “Bridge,” was being
conceptualized. As I mouthed some of the
words, I began to think how great it would be
if qualified members would readily go up to a
CON member and volunteer by saying, “here I
am, it is I,” willing to support your purpose and
mission. “Fill my cup,” with a new, exciting,
challenging, deeper and richer spiritual life as
set forth in the mission and purpose of the
United Methodist Women. What a thought!
The Nomination Committee cannot do this
alone. It is seeking candidates by determining
the expertise and diversity needed by the
conference in order to have a qualified and
inclusive slate of officers for 2017. Names of
prospective nominees are being received,
several positions appear to remain unfilled and
follow up will subsequently occur .
We are all leading very busy lives with few
hours left in a day. Despite this, your help and
expertise is needed to fill positions on the

Executive Team. This year it is conference
secretary, conference treasurer, social action,
membership, nurture & outreach, spiritual
growth and several more nomination committee
members. Next year there may be other
positions. Submit your name now to our data
base to be saved in a future referral record.
When we call or contact you in some manner, it
is because we have received a referral from
someone who is aware that you would be the
best person to fill a specific position.
For additional information about these
positions: job descriptions, tenure, referral
forms, term of office and so forth, do not
hesitate to contact one of the conference
nominations committee members. Their
names are in the conference and/or district
directories; or email burena135@att.net, call
618-271-6768.
Blessings to you for….we are one in the spirit,
we are one in the Lord….!
Burena Howard
Chairman, Committee On Nominations

Find us on the web!
http://www.igrc.org/umw
https://www.facebook.com/IGRCUMW/
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Secretary of Program Resources
Nina Drollinger
181 N 2800E Rd, Rankin 60960

(217) 397-2294 or (217) 483-5390

Hello Ladies,
Please join our reading program. Everyone
read all you can. Mission u will be here before
you know it. I will have a large variety of books
with me. If you don't get your Mission u books
before hand, let me know I will get them for
you, and have them with me.
There are 5 levels in the reading program.
Read 5 books, one from each category and
the response magazine and you have
complete plan 1; Read 10 books, 2 from each
category, the response magazine and New
World Outlook magazine - plan 2; Read 15
books, 2 books from each category, plus 5
additional books from any category, the
Response magazine and the New World

ninald2017@gmail.com

Outlook magazine - plan 3; Read 20 books, 2
from each category, plus 10 additional books
from any category, the Response magazine
and the New World
Outlook magazine Plan 4.
At our Spiritual
Growth Retreat last
February, I sold
$763.50. Thank you for
all of you support.
Have a great day.
Nina

Mission U. may be used as an alternative advanced course if our lay servants follow Lay Servant
Ministry procedures and attend the week-day school.
Our procedures for alternative advanced courses are (from our website):
To receive credit for an Alternative Advanced Course, you MUST:
1. Contact your District Director(s) of Lay Servant Ministries PRIOR to attending the
event for approval and to obtain the required Alternative Advanced Course Form.
2. Take the form to the event and obtain the instructor's signature at the end of the
course.
3. Upon completion of the course and your portion of the form, return the completed
form to your District Director to receive credit.
NOTE: An alternative advanced course may only be used every other time for continuing
education credit. Not every course offered in the Conference will count as an alternative advanced
course, which is why prior permission is necessary.
Following the procedure is the responsibility of the lay servant. If you have any questions, please let
me know. Thank you, Jana White, IGRC Lay Servant Ministries Director
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Education & Interpretation
Pam Hammond McDavid
6712 Preston Drive. Springfield 62711
(217) 483-6331
As we approach summer and vacations I'd like
to share some destinations that highlight our
United Methodist heritage. Three new Heritage
Landmarks were designated by the 2016
General Conference. They are Pearl River UM
Church in Madison County, Mississippi,
Gulfside United Methodist Assembly in
Waveland, Mississippi, and the United
Methodist Building on Capitol Hill in
Washington, DC. The Heritage Landmarks of
United Methodism remind us of those people
and events that have shaped our history. They
are tangible reminders of our heritage and their
preservation helps keep our denominational
legacy alive. For a listing of all the landmarks
by state please visit the following link: http://
www.gcah.org/research/travelers-guide

Celebrate the dedication
and foresight of our
foremothers in mission as
we lead up to our 150th
anniversary in 2019.
Gifts to the Legacy Fund can be made in several
ways:
Online at unitedmethodistwomen.org/
legacyfund
By phone: 800-278-7771 (8am-6pm EST, M-F)

pkhmcdaavid@yahoo.com

Mark your calendars!
Mission U 2017
Learning Together for the
Transformation of the World
August 4 - 6, 2017 Weekend Mission U
August 6 - 9, 2017 Weekday Mission U
Northfield Inn & Suites - Springfield, IL.
Spiritual Growth study : Living as a Covenant
Community. This study examines major
covenants throughout the Bible and what they
reveal about God's character and eternal love
for us. It will enhance your understanding of
how God works with us, in us and through us!
Registration Deadline July 22, 2017
Barbara Norem, Registrar - 217.454.8091
mnorem2@comcast.net
Carol Sims, Assistant Dean
217.787.3111 csims@igrc.org
Young Women's Mission Event:
That All May Have Life
Study: In Mission Together
August 7 - 9, 2017
Leader: Dot Heuman
Registration information and forms can be
found on pages 15-18 In this newsletter or
obtained from your district president.

Text Legacy150 to 41444
By check: note "Legacy Fund" on memo and
mail to: United Methodist Women: Treasurer's
Office, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY
10115.

Leadership Development Days 2017
Dates: November 10-12 in St. Louis, Mo.
November 17-19 in Tempe, Az.
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Water is sacred. Water is life. We know this to be true experientially and see it reflected in
scripture. We take for granted that what comes out of our tap at home is part of our global water
system, and that all the water we have on earth is all the water we’ll ever have. How we use our
water at home maters globally. The way we eat, drink, and bathe in the United States takes more
thank our fair share of the world’s water resources.
Reducing water use is one of the United Methodist Women’s 13 Steps for Sustainability. These
steps help UMWs live and lead more sustainably by intentionally planning our events. Each of the
13 steps identifies a social justice issue and gives ways to address them in our unit, district, or
conference events.
To learn more about water use, the 13 Steps for Sustainability, or how clean water empowers
women, use the links below:
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/climate-justice/sustainability/water-use
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/sustainability
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/-clean-water-the-key-to-empowering-women
If your unit or district are interested in any of the 13 Steps for Sustainability, contact me at
Christina.krost@gmail.com.

Christina Krost is a United Methodist pastor’s wife, mother, educator, and Earth care advocate working for
Faith in Place, the Illinois Affiliate of Interfaith Power & Light. She is also Be Just Be Green Jurisdiction
Guide for United Methodist Women. She lives with her husband and three daughters in rural Illinois and
blogs at 5Matches.com. When she’s not working, chasing children, or helping minister to churches she enjoys reading, writing, and sneaking fair trade chocolate in her closet so she doesn’t have to share.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/christina.krost.9
Twitter: @christinakrost
Instagram: @5matches
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Treasurer
Mary Ann Harvey

Mary Ann’s Musings

3601 25th Street, Rock Island, IL 61201
(309)786-2062

Fifty-nine years ago I graduated from
Monmouth College and embarked on an
adventure that eventually led me to being
the Illinois Great Rivers UMW treasurer. I
was accepted into the US-2 program, trained for
6 weeks at National College (now St. Paul
School of Theology) in Kansas City, MO, and
then headed off to teach math at Holding
Institute in Laredo, Texas. Holding was an
institution of the Women’s Division and
consisted of dormitories for boys and girls
(separate, of course), dining hall, classrooms,
and a house for the superintendent. The
buildings were quite new (except for the girl’s
dorm) and sat on property at the outskirts of
Laredo. (Some of the fields were used to grow
lettuce and that was a cash crop for Women’s
Division.) There were residential students and
day students, all of whom came from Mexico.
Many spent their first year at Holding in the ESL
program. All were of high school age or older
and most were eager to learn.

theharveyfamily@mchsi.com

In 1979, my husband and I took our Bethel
UMYF on a work camp to Laredo. We
mowed lawn, painted classrooms, and
interacted with the summer school
students. The superintendent at that time
happened to have been a student when I taught
there and was then married my fellow US-2.
All of this leads me to the May response. Look
on page 16 in the article about the Rio
Conference and discover the present day
Holding Institute. Holding started out as a
settlement house on the banks of the Rio
Grande and is now back to being a community
center.
This just scratches the surface of what I could
relate, but wanted you to know that the
Missionary Conferences study at Mission u this
year is exciting and relevant to our history and
out future. Join in and see where it might take
you!

Upcoming Important Dates!
2017 July 14-15
August 4 - 6
August 6 - 9
August 15
October 7
November 10-12
2018 January 19-20
February 23-24
March 16-17
July 13-14

Conference Executive Team
Mission u Weekend School (Note date change!)
Mission u Weekday School (Note date change!)
September Newsletter Deadline
Conference Annual Celebration
Leadership Development Days, St. Louis
Leadership Team - Chatham UMC
Spiritual Growth Retreat-Location to be determined
Leadership Team – Chatham United Methodist Church
Leadership Team-Chatham United Methodist Church

Please watch your District newsletters for District event dates!
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NOT JUST BOOKS . . . AN EDUCATION FOR
GOOD LIVING

The new Education and
Recreation Center (ERC) at
Cunningham Children’s
Home will be more than just a school building
of classrooms. It will be center for changing
lives by helping youth at Cunningham learn
how to live a positive and productive life.

Included in the ERC is a new state of the art
kitchen and dining room to provide meals for
the residents and students, as well as teach
healthy living through good eating habits. As in
Jana’s story below, many youth at Cunningham
have learned to use food as comfort to ease
the pain of abuse and neglect. Eventually
these poor choices result in major health issues
including obesity and related problems.
You can help Cunningham teach these youth
how to make good lifestyle choices and give
them hope by supporting the campaign to build
the ERC. The campaign to raise $8.5 million
for the construction of the ERC is now in HIGH
GEAR! To date a little over 55% of the
campaign goal has been raised. Cunningham
still needs $3.8 million to go over the top. You
can be a big part of reaching that goal by
contributing a one-time gift or multi-year.
For more information about making a gift to
the ERC, contact Tim Manard,
Development Officer, at 217-337-9071 or
tmanard@cunninghamhome.org. Your gift
will be influential in helping countless
kids…..kids like Jana.
“Wait up, you guys!”
Jana was having a hard time catching up to the
other kids from the Girls’ Group Home. Out of
breath and light-headed, she pushed herself to
pick up her pace and join her housemates for a

quick lunch at Spalding Hall. Maintaining a
healthy weight has been difficult for Jana for
several years. Abuse in early childhood left her
with low self esteem and an overpowering
sense of shame. She tries to soothe herself
with binge-eating and sugary snacks. It doesn’t
help that her prescribed medications have a
side effect of weight gain and excessive thirst.
Cunningham’s kitchen staff knows that nutrition
and hydration are essential components of any
therapeutic plan for a traumatized youth.
Whether it’s reaching a target weight,
stabilizing blood sugar, protecting against
allergic reactions, or preventing dehydration,
each child receives meals and snacks tailored
to his or her specific treatment goals. For some
kids, it means getting three healthy meals a
day for the first time in their lives.
“We work hard to make sure we serve meals
that are nutritious and balanced,” says Linda,
Cunningham’s Supervisor of Food Service. “At
the same time, we want our kids to enjoy their
food and be willing to try new things.” That’s a
daunting task. In 2016, the staff prepared
121,745 meals and served more than 2,500
gallons of milk. And that doesn’t include
snacks.
With the help of Cunningham’s cooks and her
counselors, Jana is getting the support and
encouragement she needs to improve her diet
and get regular exercise. She’s starting to feel
better about herself and has joined the
volleyball team. We look forward to seeing how
the new gym, dining facility and school help her
to heal, learn, and grow.
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Spiritual Growth Coordinator
Sue Coons
1046 N 6th Road, Dana, 61321
(815) 863-5133

(815) 674-7861
suzcoons@aol.com

In Genesis 3: 12-13 we read: The man replied,
“It was the woman you gave me who gave me
the fruit, and I ate it.” The Lord God asked the
woman, “What have you done?” “The serpent
deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate it.”
Adam blamed Eve. Eve blamed the
serpent. Each pointed the finger of
responsibility elsewhere. Though both of them
knew the rules and both failed to follow God’s
guidelines, they never confessed their own
participation in their disobedience to God.
After all these years, we, too, continue to
play the “blame game.” We attribute all our
difficulties on the government, society, and
even our families. “If only this hadn’t happened”
or “I just couldn’t help it” justifies our behavior.
We even blame restaurants for our obesity.
Blaming becomes our excuse for bad
decisions, actions, and lack of action.
God knew Adam and Eve had eaten from
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. He
still came to them, asking them what happened,

Communications
Coordinator
Kay Fisher
324 S Center Ave, Bradley, IL 60915
(815)932-9605

kay9605@yahoo.com

Newsletter questions or contributions:
igrcumwbridge@gmail.com

offering a chance to confess their
disobedience. They chose to avoid the truth.
God knows when we fail to follow Him,
when our hearts stray. He comes to us, asking
us to talk with Him, to tell Him about our
transgressions. We know there will be
consequences to any misbehavior and it is hard
to admit we were wrong.
God doesn’t want our excuses; He wants
us. We need to quit playing the blame game,
one we can never win. God stands ready to
forgive and receive us with love as winners with
Him. (From The Women of the Bible
Devotional, published by Barbour Publishing,
Inc. Used by permission.)
Let’s think seriously about our “game plan”
as United Methodist Women. Will we take the
avenue of blaming everyone else for our
misuse of free will, or will we take advantage of
the opportunity to go to God and tell Him about
our shortcomings and transgressions? The
choice is ours. . .

Please feel free to make copies of The Bridge
and share with your units and your churches. If
your unit or district is doing something new or
different, share it by sending to
igrcumwbridge@gmail.com.
Deadline for the next issue is August 15!!

Illinois Great Rivers 2017 Mission u
That All May Have Life

God’s ultimate will for humankind is that all persons will have fullness of life-a life of wholeness and hope; a life of freedom
from oppression, a life of justice and truth, a life of inner peace and strength. Jesus’ ministry and teaching embodied this
will. Yet, how is fullness of life for all possible in a wounded, broken and sometimes hostile world where systems oppress,
hearts are hardened, margins separate, and attitudes demean? As people of Christ, let us change what needs to be
changed, say what needs to be said, do what needs to be done and love as Christ would have us love so that all may have life
UMW: Faith, Hope, Love in Action !!!
and have it abundantly.

Spiritual Growth Study for everyone: Living as a Covenant Community
This study examines major covenants throughout the Bible and what they reveal about God’s character and
eternal love for us. It will enhance your understanding of how God works with us, in us and through us.

Geographic Study: The Missionary Conferences
The aim of the study is to give an overview of the three missionary conferences in the United Methodist
Church, the contexts out of which they grew and their current engagements: The Alaska United Methodist
Conference, Red Bird Missionary Conference, and the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference are a hybrid
What does the future look like for these conferences? Broad-ranging conof home and international missionary work.
versations are taking place around this question. The General Board of Global Ministries and the missionary conferences
are exploring best operational and structural options for maximizing mission and ministry going forward in these unique
locations. These dialogues, different in each case, have begun and will take place across the 2017-2020 quadrennium. The
objective is mutuality in mission partnership and collaboration, which provides the heartbeat of all productive mission
within the United Methodist connection.

We are all called to serve in some way. Study Leader: Dot Heumann

Current Issue Study: Climate Justice: Call to Hope and Action
This study invites you to understand climate justice, which means setting right out relationships with each
other and the earth. Climate injustice is the result of climate change. The study will challenge you to see what
needs to happen for climate justice to become a reality in the world today. The church needs to more powerfully model a
way of doing it differently. This will entail not just focusing on the environment, but also asking hard questions regarding
financial profit, a growing economy, our independent way of thinking and our understanding of efficiency.
Study Leader: Diana Goff
In Mission Together: A Study for Youth

_____
_____

District

UMW Office held

**Special Needs (diet, hearing, physical, etc.) If
you need a wheelchair reserved or need sign language you must indicate so here .
_____
__
__________
_
__________________________________
_____
_____

Choose one of the following classes:
The Missionary Conferences
or
Climate Justice
Roommate’s Name (send together if possible):

Amount paid: ___________ Date __________

Circle all that apply:
30-60
61 plus
1) AGE: Under 30
2)
Male
Female
3)
Clergy
Lay Person
No
4) First time to attend?
Yes
5) Room fee preference:
1
2
Commuter
6) Paid by: Conf - District - Local Unit- Self

_____

Local UMW Unit

_____
_____

)

e-mail

Phone (

_____

City

Zip

_____

________

Mailing Address

_____

Weekend Mission u: Aug. 4 –Aug. 6, 2017
__Weekday Mission u: Aug. 6-Aug. 9, 2017
Name as you want it on Name Tag:

Illinois Great Rivers Conference
United Methodist Women
2017 MISSION u

FORM A- ADULT REGISTRATION

Male

______
______
______
______
______

APPLICATION IS June 20, 2017

DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING THE

Decatur, Il. 62521
(217) 454-8091

3420 Marilyn Dr.

Barbara Norem - Registrar

Send application for scholarship, letter and registration for School (Form A or Form C) to:

Scholarships are paid at the rate of 2 per room.

District
Church
Pastor
Ethnicity (optional)
Female

Zip

City
Telephone

_____
_____

___________
___________

Name
Address

Also complete the following:

Please include with this application a letter of
150 words or less sharing why you would like
to attend. Please print or type all information.

Young Women’s Mission Event at
Weekday Mission u: – Aug.7-Aug.9, 2017

Weekday Mission u – Aug. 6 – Aug. 9, 2017

Weekend Mission u: Aug. 4 –Aug. 6, 2017

As a first time attendee, I am applying for a District/Conference Scholarship to:

Illinois Great Rivers Conference
United Methodist Women
2017 Mission u

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

FORM B – DISTRICT/CONFERENCE

Grade just completed

Zip

(Parent or Guardian)
FEE: $175.00 (includes room, meals and book.)
Make check payable to IGRC UMW, then follow the
instructions under Procedures.
For additional information about the study, contact
Dot Human@egyptian.net
8145 Running Deer Rd
618-774-2531
Sparta, Il. 62286

Signed

Permission is given for my daughter to attend this
Young Women’s Mission Event in conjunction with
the Weekday Mission u and to participate in the activities and any field trips connected with this event.

Contact Number

Address

Chaperone’s Name

Parent’s Name

Special needs (diet, physical, etc.)

3.

2.

1.

First time to attend? Yes _____ No _______
Roommates (if known)

District

Local Church

Age

City

Address

Name

FORM C – YOUNG WOMEN’S REGISTRATION
IGRC 2017 Mission u
(For young women entering grades 7 – 11)
Weekday Mission u, Aug. 7 – Aug. 9, 2017.
Study: In Mission Together
Leader: Dot Heumann

Paid by 7/12 After 7/12

FEES AND REGISTRATION DEADLINE
** July 22, 2017**
Prices for each participant:
WEEK-END MISSION u
2 per room (king or 2 beds) …$210. . …. $220.
1 per room (king) . . . . . . . . . . . $290. . . . . $300.
Commuter fee (no room) . . . . $130 . . . . . $140.

Paid by 7/12 After 7/12

WEEK-DAY MISSION u
2 per room (king or 2 beds) . . .$290 . . . . $300.
1 per room (king) . . . . . . . . .. . . .$420 . . . . .$430.
Commuter fee (no room) . . . . .$185. . . . .$195.
No Refunds will be given after
July 24 for either school.
Scholarships are paid at the rate of 2 per room.

Registration Fee includes all meals and
lodging at Northfield Inn & Suites in
Springfield. See “SCHEDULE” for details.
Commuter Fee includes all School events
And meals.
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO IGRC UMW

Mail Registration form and TOTAL FEE to:
Barbara Norem
3420 Marilyn Dr. (217)454-8091
Decatur, IL 62521
Attention: Clergy can receive continuing education
credit for the Weekday Mission u only.
The 2017 Mission u will be held atNorthfield Inn & Suites
3280 Northfield Drive
Springfield, IL 62702
(217) 523-7900
Interstate 55 – Exit 100B (See map on back of medical form.)
The Hotel has an elevator. All rooms will be
accessible to everyone.








Special Events at the
2017 Mission u
Meet a Missionary or Mission
Interpreter
Visit the Hospitality Center
Browse and Buy Program
Resources
Browse Displays
Participate in Interest or Focus
Groups
Preview Study Related Audio
Visuals

SCHEDULE
Weekend Mission u
Aug. 4, 5:30 p.m. (No evening meal)
through
Aug. 6, noon (No lunch)
Weekday Mission u
Aug. 6, 5:30 p.m. (No evening meal)
through
August 9, noon (No lunch)
CHILD CARE WILL NOT BE PROVIDED

***********************************
For additional information:
CAROL SIMS, ASSISTANT DEAN
2316 Makemie
Springfield, Il. 62704
(217)787-3111
csims@igrc.org
BARBARA NOREM, REGISTRAR
3420 Marilyn Dr.
Decatur, IL. 62521
(217- 454-8091)

WHAT TO BRING

Bible
Comfortable clothing
A sweater or light jacket
Snacks and Camera, if desired.
Texts for the Spiritual Growth Study
and optional study- if you have
purchased them ahead of time.
(They can be ordered from the
Mission Resource Center at
800-305-9857. Copies will also be
available for purchase at the School.)

HOTEL AMENITIES

Coffee maker
Iron and ironing board
Hair dryer
Refrigerator and microwave
(All of the above are in each room)
Fitness Center and Indoor Pool.

Illinois Great Rivers Conference

United Methodist Women Are
Pleased to offer Sign Language
Interpreters for Spiritual
Growth and Closing Worship
at both Mission u Sessions,
and for the Missionary
Conference Class and The
Climate Control Class at
Weekday Mission u Class

mnorem2@comcast.net

217-454-8091

Barbara Norem, Registrar

If you have further questions call:

You should receive a letter of confirmation
and other instructions after July 15. Please
bring the confirmation letter with you to
your first optional study class.

“The organized unit of United Methodist
Women shall be a community of women
whose PURPOSE is to know God and to
experience freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ; to develop a
creative supportive fellowship; and to
expand concepts of mission through
participation in the global ministries
of the church.”

The Mission u Committee has worked hard
to bring the best instructors and resources
together to ensure an excellent school.
The study leaders are carefully chosen for
the classes they will teach. We hope these
studies will increase your knowledge of
and interest in the mission of the church.
Mission u is sponsored by the United
Methodist Women whose purpose is this:

WELCOME

Because class information has been given to the
instructors before your arrival, please respect
your instructor’s time and resources by
attending the class session to which you have
been assigned. We try to accommodate your
preferences when possible if you make them
known when you register.

You will receive a letter of confirmation and a
medical form before time for the school. Please
bring them to registration completed.

Textbooks can be ordered from the Service Center
at 800-305-9857. (Shipping charges may apply.)
They will also be available at the School.

Please observe all deadlines and fee amounts.
If your district is paying your tuition, please go
through the person responsible for paying the fee
so that they will have a record of your attendance,
and your application and your fee can be
processed together.

FORM A: Select the optional class, (either The
Missionary Conferences or Climate Justice) you
wish to take. All participants will take
“Living as a Covenant Community “. Fill in Form
A, printing legibly. Fill in all applicable parts. Mail
it with your total payment to Barbara Norem
-orFORM C: If you will be attending the Young
Women’s Event, fill in Form C completely and
send it with your payment to Barbara Norem.
-orFORM B: If it is your first time to attend Mission u
and you wish to apply for a scholarship, fill in
Form A or C (whichever is applicable) and Form
B; send both with your letter to Barbara Norem

Procedures

Northfield Inn & Suites

August 6 – August 9,
2017
Weekday Mission u

August 4 - 6, 2017
Weekend Mission u

Learning Together
For the Transformation
of the world.

That All May Have Life

MISSION u 2017
And
Young Women’s Mission
Event

United Methodist Women of the
Illinois Great Rivers Conference

Illinois Great Rivers Conference
United Methodist Women

21st Annual Celebration
Saturday , October 7, 2017
Springfield First United Methodist Church
2941 S. Koke Mill Road, Springfield, IL 62711-9651

The Message is on Your Lips and in Your Heart!

Speaker: Bishop Frank J. Beard
Illinois Great Rivers Conference
Fellowship- 9:00 a.m. Program- 9:40 – 3:00 p.m. Registration fee: $20.00



Registration Form
IGRC UMW Annual Meeting Celebration – Saturday, October 7, 2017 – Reservation deadline is
September 23, 2017.
Registration Fee $20 includes Lunch - Make Check Payable to IGRC UMW

Name____________________________________________ Unit ________________________________
Address___________________________________________City/State/Zip________________________
Telephone Number____________________________ District __________________________________
Check One: Bishop __Clergy___District Supt.___Conf. Officer___District Officer __Local Unit Officer __
UMW Member ___ Non-UMW Member ____ Missionary___ Deaconess____
Send Check to: Mary Ann Harvey, Conference Treasurer, 3601 25th Street, Rock Island, IL 61201
(or obtain ticket from a District Treasurer)
Daycare will be available upon request. Contact Diane Goff, (618)375-7824 or dianehgoff@hotmail.com
Number of children needing daycare __________________ Age(s) ______________________________
Please provide a sack lunch for each child.

The Bridge—June 2017
The newsletter of IGRC UMW
Published at Wesley UMC
500 N Cleveland Ave
Bradley, IL 60915

Please feel free to make copies of this newsletter - either individual pages, or the complete
issue, - for others in your districts and units who would be interested in the information!

Robbing the Poor and Trampling the Needy?
What policies have created the great divide in income and wealth in the United States and
around the world? Why does poverty affect people by gender and race? Are we as a church failing
to support the poor and challenge the rich as we are called to do? Perhaps most importantly: what
is your role in this?

PERSONAL GROWTH STUDY FOR 2017:

Overworked and Undervalued
Women, Race and the Economy
An Economic Justice Study
See your district calendar for updated information. These districts have their seminars
scheduled for this fall:
ILLINOIS: October 28 at Elmwood
IROQUOIS: November 4 at Rankin
LAMOINE: October 17 at Camp Point

Knowledge ↔ Understanding ↔ Action

