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WELCOME: 
(Introduce yourself and thank attendees for their presence.  Give your testimony; tell the attendees why you are 
involved in this ministry and why you are here tonight.  Then show the INM Overview video or present facts 
about malaria and the UMC response.)   

MALARIA: 

 Why are we focused on malaria and why is it important? 

 Malaria infects 500 million people each year and it kills 1 million of those people.  90% of the 
people who die live in sub-Saharan Africa.  Most of those who are affected are pregnant women 
and children under age 5. 

 1 out of every 5 children in Africa will not see a 5th birthday as a result of malaria; in fact, every 
30 seconds it takes the life of a child. 

 While diseases claim lives every day, this disease is different; Malaria is completely preventable 
and treatable, so 1 million people die each year for no reason.  

THE UMC RESPONSE: 

What power does the UMC have to make a difference in such a monumental problem? 

 At the 2008 General Conference, the leadership of the UMC recognized the devastating effects 
of diseases of poverty and decided to make Global Health one of our 4 areas of focus. 

 As a result, we have pledged to eliminate malaria as a source of death and suffering on the 
continent of Africa by 2015.  We started this work, when we became a founding partner with 
the U.N. Foundation for their Nothing But Nets campaign. 

 While our efforts may have begun with nets, they do not end there. Prevention alone is not 
enough. 

 Community healthcare workers are needed to ensure the nets are used properly, and to teach 
communities about simple ways to prevent malaria and reduce mosquito populations. 

 Communications networks are needed to encourage the spread of health information, helping 
to dispel myths, such as malaria is caused by witchcraft or too much palm oil. These networks 
can also be used to announce the date of net distributions and to inform individuals about 
which clinics have medication. 

 Hospitals and healthcare clinics need adequate resources and medicine onsite to treat malaria 
patients quickly and efficiently. 

 We have been working in Africa for 160 years, so this infrastructure and these resources are 
already in place; they simply need to be strengthened. By fighting malaria through prevention, 
education, communication and treatment we can eliminate this disease as a source of death. 
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MAKING THE ASK: 

 How can I make a difference when 1 million people are dying? 

 Our brothers and sisters in Africa need us to make sure the resources and infrastructure that are 
already in place are strengthened and you can be part of that. 

 For a gift of $1,000, you can make sure 100 children reach their 5th birthdays, changing them 
from statistics into healthy, happy individuals. Pledged over three years, $1,000 is just $28 a 
month – less than a dollar a day. 

 Can you imagine the future of 100 children and the future of their families, their communities 
and their nations changed for just $28 a month?  

 Perhaps you are in a position where you can do more.  A gift of $5,000 is just $83 per month in 5 
years.  Could you save 1,000 lives with a gift of $10,000, which is $167 per month in 5 years? 

 Our goal is to save 10 lives for every person who comes to worship on a normal Sunday.  That 
means our church is going to save _____ lives by raising _____ dollars. We have already saved 
_____ lives through our previous efforts.   

 How many lives can you save? How many children can you help live to see age 5? 

CALL TO ACTION: 

(Distribute donation envelopes, I-100 letters, and I-100 brochures, or reference them, if they have already been 
distributed.) 

 God has placed before us a mighty opportunity. Just as Jesus gave his disciples the power and 
authority to cure disease and sent them forth to preach the kingdom of God and heal the sick, 
likewise, we have been called.  We have the power to save lives and impact communities. 

 If God has touched your heart through our message, if this ministry has awakened your spirit 
and you are ready to make a commitment tonight, please do so now. (Allow attendees to fill out 
envelopes and answer questions. A detailed explanation of the envelope is located on pages 38 
and 40 of the Area Coordinator Handbook.) 

 100% of every dollar donated goes directly to programs.  If you would like, you can have your 
pledge payments automatically charged to your credit card each month or place a voided check 
in the envelope and your gift will be debited from your bank. 

 If you would like to take this information home and prayerfully consider your level of 
participation, please bring your envelope to church next Sunday and place it in the offering 
plate. 

CLOSING: 

(Thank everyone for coming and close with scripture.) “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’” (Matthew 25:40) 

 


