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PREPARATION 
 
The greatest success from an Imagine No Malaria Sunday to Save Lives will be possible with on-going 
announcements and publicity leading up to the Sunday to Save Lives, and when the suggested speaking 
points are specifically followed.  If your committee chooses to do so, additional youth, fasting, or 
devotional activities can be added to this plan (see Church Guide Supplemental Materials).  

 

Before “Launch Sunday” 

 Assemble your Imagine No Malaria team: 3-4 people to help organize your efforts 

 Ask the Imagine No Malaria team for their support, and identify other key leaders to ask for 
support now (Sunday School leadership, youth or children ministry leaders)  

o Sample request: “How many lives do you think you can impact through this ministry?  A 
gift of $10 will impact 1 life.  A gift of $100 will impact 100 lives.  Would you consider 
impacting the lives of 100 children with a gift of less than $1 a day?  That is a pledge of 
$28 a month, for three years, for a total gift of $1,000.  This sacrificial pledge will allow 
100 children to live long lives!” 

 Talk with the Church Council about the campaign and determine a financial goal for your church.  
We recommend a goal of $100 for each worship participant, on average, which will impact 10 lives 
per attendee. 

 Set up an Imagine No Malaria display in a prominent location (easy “how-to” and printable 
graphics on our website at www.ImagineNoMalaria.org)  

 Order Imagine No Malaria donation envelopes from www.ImagineNoMalaria.org; we recommend 
ordering one for each Sunday bulletin, or 125% of attendance. 

 Invite youth to create a drama to be presented in a worship service about the malaria crisis and 
how the church can respond. 

 

 
 
 

Scripture for Meditation (Explained): Throughout this guide, you will find Scriptures for Meditation.  
Feel free to use these texts as a basis for a sermon, as a devotional for your bible studies or to open 
your Sunday School classes during your five-week emphasis.  Or, just include them in the 
announcement section of your bulletin as further food for thought for your church members.  How you 
use them is up to you! 
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LAUNCH SUNDAY: WEEK ONE 
 
 
 Include an Imagine No Malaria bulletin insert by downloading the “INM” insert from the Worship 

Resources section of the www.ImagineNoMalaria.org   

 Show video, “Imagine No Malaria: An Overview” on the Video DVD to introduce the ministry. 

 Share the following announcement from the pulpit:  
 

Friends, we are joining other churches in the ________________ Conference in a month-
long emphasis on Imagine No Malaria, a life-saving ministry that is fighting malaria in 
Africa.  Every year, there are nearly 500

  

 million cases of malaria! 90% of those cases 
occur in sub-Saharan Africa.  Juliet Mpanja, a young Ugandan woman currently helping 
with Imagine No Malaria estimates that she has had malaria 3 or 4 times a year since 
she was born.  Lucky for her and her four sisters, her mother and father were able to 
afford treatment and hospitalization when Julie’s youngest sister fell gravely ill. 
However, others aren’t so lucky.  Every 45 seconds a child dies of malaria, despite the 
fact that malaria is a preventable, treatable, and beatable disease. Much of the western 
world eliminated malaria in the 1950’s, yet due to reduced funding and waning interest 
it was not eliminated in Africa, where lives are being lost every day.   

Over the next several weeks, we can all play a part in making this a successful campaign. 
 
Our Board has considered this ministry and decided to set a goal of $____________ .  
This is the equivalent of ____ lives saved for each person, on average, attending worship 
at ____________ United Methodist Church.  

Scripture for Meditation: 
 
John 10:10-11 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full.  I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.” 

 
What does it mean to live life to the full?  Living to the age of 80 or 85?  Or, having all the material 
possession that society tells you that you should?  How does the Shepherd laying down his life for you 
change your answer? 
 
In the book, The Me I Want to Be, John Ortburg defines this as a starting point: Life is the power to 
make something happen.  Throw a rock, and it soon stops moving.  But, put a seed in the ground, and 
something happens – it sends out a root, takes in nourishment, and grows up to fruitful.  To be 
spiritually alive means to receive power from God to have a positive impact on your world.  
 
How can we have a positive impact, and help others to live a more full life, through the Imagine No 
Malaria ministry? 
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WEEK TWO  
 
 
 Include the Imagine No Malaria “Prevention” bulletin insert (at end of guide, or download from 

the Worship Resources section of the website at www.ImagineNoMalaria.org). 

 Show video segment  #4 from the DVD “Video Diary: Congo Net Distribution”    

 Share the following announcement from the pulpit: 

Malaria is caused by a parasite, spread by the bite of a mosquito that only bites at night.  
But did you know that in parts of Africa malaria is thought to be caused by witchcraft, a 
curse from one’s ancestors, or from eating too much palm oil? In Zimbabwe, Sister 
Abigail, head of the nursing school at Nyadire United Methodist Hospital is helping to 
change that.  Before a net is ever handed to a family, Sister Abigail hosts a community 
training to help local health volunteers learn about malaria.  When our nets are 
distributed, these volunteers go house to house having one-on-one conversations with 
families about the cause, prevention, symptoms and treatment of malaria.  We know 
this method can significantly increase proper net usage, which lowers the rates of 
malaria and can help us eliminate this disease across Africa.  You can help.  Just $10 can 
impact a life through Imagine No Malaria.  Start considering today how many lives you 
can impact – is it one, ten or even one hundred?  On ______ (Date) we will be having a 
special “Sunday to Save Lives” where everyone can join our effort to save lives through 
Imagine No Malaria. 

 Suggested activity: if youth or children have special activities planned to support INM, make this 
the focus of the Children’s Sermon and present the activities (see “Church Guide Supplemental 
Materials” for ideas). 

 

Scripture for Meditation: 
 
Deuteronomy 30:19-20 “This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before 

you life and death, blessings and curses.  Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and 
that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him.” 

 
What bad decisions have you made this week regarding your health?  Grab a bite to eat at McDonald’s 
or skipped your daily walk because you were too busy to fit it in?  Often we know when we are making 
a bad decision.  But, what if you didn’t have the information necessary choose the healthy path? 
 
Sometimes it is difficult to understand why an African would not choose to use their bed net – the most 
cost-effective way to prevent malaria.  But, when a mother is unsure of where malaria comes from, 
why would covering her children with a mosquito net seem important?  
 
Through prevention AND education, we can make a difference and help our brothers and sisters in 
Christ choose life so that their children might live, and glorify God through their life. 
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WEEK THREE 

 
 
 Include the Imagine No Malaria “Treatment” bulletin insert (at end of guide, or download from the 

Worship Resources section of the website at www.ImagineNoMalaria.org). 

 Show video segment #2 from the DVD  “The Poorest of the Poor”  

 Share the following announcement from the pulpit: 

Rock star Bono said, “Where you live should no longer determine whether you live.” 

Francess Beecher is a young mother in Sierra Leone.  Last year, her firstborn son, 2-year-
old Jonathan, woke up sick with malaria.  He caught a high fever and within days 
became weak and anemic.  The family took Jonathan to the village health center, but he 
was too weak to recover.  He died a few hours later.  When United Methodist volunteers 
helping to distribute nets met Francess in December, she was five months pregnant.  She 
and her husband received three insecticide-treated bed nets to protect their family from 
malaria, and she vowed to use them to help her unborn child enjoy a long, healthy life. 

Malaria IS beatable. We have already seen dramatic decreases of malaria infection in 
communities where bed nets are made available. In Ethiopia, cases of malaria in children 
under age five dropped by 73% in just five years.  In Rwanda, malaria rates have gone 
down by over 66%. 

Remember that on ________ (Date) we will have a special offering as part of our 
Imagine No Malaria emphasis. Please be in prayer about how you can help with this 
important cause. 

 

 

Scripture for Meditation: 
 
John 4:51-53 “While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living.  
When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, ‘The fever left him yesterday 

at the seventh hour.’  Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to 
him, ‘Your son will live.’  So he and all his household believed.” 

 
When he was just five-years-old, Wilson Marimi walked 20 miles to the nearest clinic to seek treatment 
for malaria.  His mother had two other young children and was unable to take him, so Wilson walked 
alone.  Today, Wilson is a student in a seminary in Ohio.  After receiving a new lease on life, he later 
came to know Christ and has inspired many to walk closer to the Lord. 
 
How have you seen the Lord work through healing or through mission in your own life?  How does 
ministry with the poor relate to an invitation to spiritual wholeness and reconciliation offered through 
Jesus Christ?  By providing treatment for malaria, we may offer life to a future doctor, president, nurse 
or evangelist.  Who of your friends or family has overcome illness and accomplished great things? 
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WEEK FOUR 
 
 
Sunday School Lesson 

 Utilize the Sunday School lesson materials found in the Supplemental Materials Guide, or create 
your own presentation on malaria and how the church can help to eliminate malaria. 

 Each class should conclude the lesson with a request for individuals to commit to impact 100 lives 
with a gift of $28 a month, pledged over three years.  Hand out donation envelopes to every class 
member so they can prayerfully consider this Impact 100 pledge. 

 Lesson plans for children are available under “Resources” on www.ImagineNoMalaria.org  

 
Worship 

 Include an Imagine No Malaria bulletin insert by downloading and personalizing the “Sunday to 
Save Lives – Church Wide Appeal Letter” from the Active Conference “Resources” section of 
www.ImagineNoMalaria.org.  Place the letter in every bulletin, or mail to each household. 

 Invite the youth to perform a skit about malaria and how the church can respond.  Otherwise, 
share another video from the DVD. 

 Share the following announcement from the pulpit: 

[NAME] UMC is helping to save lives through the Imagine No Malaria ministry.  Plan now 
to be part of our special Sunday to Save Lives next Sunday and invite a friend or neighbor 
to join as well. Our church is joining with people from all over the world in an effort to 
end deaths from malaria by 2015. Our church goal for this effort is ____________.  As 
we come together in prayer next week we will remember the tragedy of families in Africa 
who live in fear every day because to the constant threat of this preventable and 
treatable disease. Please prayerfully consider how you might help.  Consider whether 
you can answer the Impact 100 challenge and pledge a gift of $28 a month over the next 
three years. Your gift can impact 100 lives – providing bed nets and resources to prevent 
illness and provide treatment to save the lives of children who are infected.  Our brothers 
and sisters are in need, and it is up to us to answer the call.” 

Scripture for Meditation: 
 
Luke 9:1 “When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all 
demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 

 
When is the last time you had an opportunity to heal someone?  Unless you are a physician or nurse, 
probably not lately.  Yet, Jesus has asked all of his disciples to take up his healing ministry and care for 
the sick.  A small gift, just $.92 per day can prevent disease or cure as many as 100 children from 
malaria.   The Lord has blessed us all in different ways.  Is healing through Impact 100 one way that you 
can share your blessings with others? 
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WEEK FIVE “Sunday to Save Lives”   
 
 For the greatest results, use the worship resources (see Church Guide Supplemental Materials) 

and focus the message on our opportunity, in Jesus’ name, to share from our abundance to meet 
the needs of our brothers and sisters in Christ in Africa who are dying each day of malaria. 
Personalize the service by adapting the scripture, sermon, and personal witness to the church. 

 During the announcements, show “INM: An Overview” from the DVD.  Showing this again will 
provide a short introduction to Imagine No Malaria for any guests who have not heard it. 

 Consider focusing the Children’s Sermon around Imagine No Malaria (see Church Guide 
Supplemental Materials for ideas) 

 An Invitation to Respond: Whether the rest of the worship resources are used, at a minimum use 
the recommended speaking points below to ask for contributions to this life-saving ministry.   

BEST PRACTICE: Ask ushers to hand out donation envelopes at the appropriate point in the 
“Invitation to Respond”.  An alternate method is to insert a donation envelope in every bulletin. 

o If ushers will be handing out the donation envelopes, include an Imagine No Malaria 
bulletin insert by downloading the “Impact 100” insert from the Worship Resources 
section of the www.ImagineNoMalaria.org 

 
An Invitation To Respond – Special Imagine No Malaria Offering Speaking Points 

• Over the last several weeks, we have learned about a ministry of our church that is saving lives.  It 
is a ministry in which we can all participate to ensure deaths from malaria cease on the continent 
of Africa. 

• I know it seems daunting to imagine 2,000 children dying each day and you might not know how 
you can make a difference, but this is the moment when I get to remind you who you are.   

• You are the people of the United Methodist Church…the first church in the history of the entire 
world to decide to eliminate a disease as a source of death.  

• You have the power to save lives.  For less than a dollar a day, over the next three years, you have 
the power to make sure 100 children live to see their fifth birthdays.  With an amount of money 
that cannot purchase a cup of coffee at McDonalds each day, ninety-two cents, you can ensure 
that 100 children survive from this disease.  

• This is an amazing opportunity for us to serve as the salt of the earth and the light of the world.  
This is our chance to actively show those who are suffering from malaria that God loves them and 
God’s grace extends to them.   

• You have been called to be the light of the world and to let your light shine before men, “so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  (Matthew 5:16)  

• You are the people of the United Methodist Church and we are bringing glory to God by being the 
first church in the world to eliminate a disease as a source of death in the name of Christ. 
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• If you believe in your ability to make a difference and you know you have a dollar every day that 
you won’t need, just one dollar a day for three years, think about using it to save 100 lives.   

• I am saving 100 lives with a pledge of $28 a month over three years, and I am asking you now to 
join me. 

• By filling out the envelope that is being distributed by our ushers [or in your bulletin], you can 
make a pledge to save 100 lives. Simply check the highlighted section, which reads ‘Save 100 lives’.   
PAUSE 

• Then in the box at right select the frequency of your pledge, and be sure to sign at the bottom of 
the box.  PAUSE  - Best practice is to fill out an envelope yourself to pace as the members will need 
to pace in completing the envelope. 

• You can make your pledge using a voided check for an automatic withdrawal, a credit card, or you 
can send a check in every month.  It is important that you indicate what you would like to do. 
PAUSE 

• If you are making a one-time gift or a pledge via credit card, be sure to sign below your credit card 
information as well.  PAUSE 

• Please, take the time to fill out your envelopes now and bring them to the altar. 

• If you would like to participate in this ministry, but know you do not have the ability to save 100 
lives, please do what you can to make a difference.  Each life that we save brings glory to God. 

• Allow individuals to bring envelopes to the altar. 

 
A Prayer of Dedication for the Imagine No Malaria Offering –  
“Holy God – you have blessed us abundantly with life and health. We remember even today the great 
and wondrous gift we have in your incarnation, you have come in Jesus to live among us, to teach us, 
and to give us the gift of salvation and healing. As we have been blessed, we seek to be a blessing to 
others. Take these gifts, O God, multiply them with gifts of fellow Christians from throughout the 
world and use them to save and heal those whose lives are being threatened even today by the 
scourge of malaria.  You, Lord Jesus, are the great physician: use these gifts to bring healing to your 
children.  In your most holy name, we pray.  Amen.” 

 

Scripture for Meditation: 
 

Matthew 16:18-19 “And I tell you that you are Peter and on this rock I will build my church and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven…” 

 
In his book The Hole in Our Gospel, Rich Stearns, President and CEO of World Vision, says that the 
poverty and suffering in the world have been drowned out by “choruses of praise music in hundreds of 
thousands of churches across our country.”  The Lord has given us the keys to his kingdom.  Is your 
church standing against the hell that is malaria – using your keys?  Or, is your church looking inward, to 
the safety of your sanctuary?  How might you become more active in aiding the poor?  
 

 



Imagine No Malaria: Week-by-Week Guide to a Successful Sunday to Save Lives 9 

RESOURCES IN THE CHURCH GUIDE SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 
 
 
Resource Order Form 
Order special offering envelopes, tri-fold brochures, posters and other Imagine No Malaria materials. 
 
 
Worship Guide for Sunday to Save Lives 
Fully prepared worship service that can be personalized for local church use on the Sunday to Save Lives. 
 
 
Children’s Sermon 
Recommended activities to bring Imagine No Malaria to life during this portion of the worship service. 
 
 
Sermon Starters 
Stories, scriptures and themes to help guide sermons or announcements for the four weeks leading to the 
Sunday to Save Lives. 
 
 
Suggestions for Imagine No Malaria Personal Witnesses 
Suggestions for lay members willing to share their personal commitment to Imagine No Malaria in order to 
encourage support from their fellow congregants. 
 
 
Adult Sunday School Lesson Plan 
Bible study lesson plan focused on Imagine No Malaria, concluding with an Impact 100 request. 
 
 
Imagine No Malaria Prayers 
Prayers that may be used by any group in support of Imagine No Malaria. 
 
 
How To: Impact 100 
Guide to successful Impact 100 events, at which a personal request is made to members to Impact 100. 
 
 
Additional Activity Ideas 
Simple ideas to expand your Imagine No Malaria efforts (more ideas at www.ImagineNoMalaria.org). 
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CONGREGATION-WIDE APPEAL LETTER 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
“Watching a small child die from malaria is a horrific experience.  First comes the headache, tiredness, weakness 
in the joints and general malaise, followed by a very high fever.  Then the fever’s effect on the brain causes the 

child’s muscles to jerk, just before the end.”   ~Tom Gillem, Interpreter Jul/Aug 2009. 
 
Even though you haven’t experienced these realities first hand, there is something you can do.  Stand with The 
United Methodist Church in the fight against malaria.  Next week, our church will be holding a Sunday to Save 
Lives.  [DATE] is our day to make a difference. 
 
Would you please prayerfully consider saving 10, 50 or 100 lives through your sacrificial gift?
 

  ($10 to save a life)  

Your gift to Imagine No Malaria will help The United Methodist Church along with its’ global partners, like the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, to provide life-saving bed nets, health education and communication 
programs and treatments for malaria.   
 
We have malaria on the run.  In two short years, our efforts (your efforts) and those of our partners have slowed 
the clock.  While in 2006, a child under the age of five died once every 30 seconds, in 2008, a child died once 
every 45 seconds. 
 
What that means is that 200,000 children lived.   
 

 
Your gift, made on our Sunday to Save Lives, is critically important.   

The time is right.  The time is now.  To sit back and let vast numbers of women, children and youth die from 
diseases and practices that are distant memories if not completely forgotten in the comfort of our churches in 
the developed world simply not acceptable.  We must respond. 
 

 
Your gift will make a difference. 

A gift of just $28 a month over the next three years (adds up to $1000!) will impact the lives of 100 children, 
their families, communities and nations.  These are parents – just like you – who long to see a day when malaria 
won’t kill any more of their children.   
 
They are “Imagining NO Malaria.”  To make their imagination a reality, they need you. 
 
Please stand with [Church Name] in this fight.  You have my thanks for your prayerful consideration of this 
wonderful opportunity.  Together, we can carry out our healing mission: to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 
 
Grace and Peace,  
 
 

[Pastor's Name]  
 
 


