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Dearest friends in 
Christ Jesus,

As we stand on 
the edge of another 
Annual Conference 
session so many 
things are claiming 
our attention. Our 

world which of course includes this nation 
has been pummeled with natural disasters. 
Tornadoes and flooding are hitting at the 
same time. For some in our bounds it is de-
fining reality for the foreseeable future. 

I want to thank you for all that you have 
done to date to respond. You have responded 
in prayer, presence, gifts, service and wit-
ness. You are difference makers. I can’t help 
but imagine the weariness of first respond-
ers. The thoughts of these are only seasoned 
by the images, stories and thoughts that 
I have of those who have been in the path 
of wind and water. Their courage and hope 
gives us all strength to keep on keeping on. 

In this issue of the Current and on our 
conference website you will find many ways 
that you can connect to make a difference 
in the aftermath of these destructive Spring 
Storms. Thank you in advance for your gen-
erosity as you give  of your time, physical 
energies, financial gifts and prayers.

In the most recent issue of the Current 
I focused on aspiration and intention as we 
head into Annual Conference. I commend 
that piece to you again at www.igrc.org/
blogs/detail/136.

We will do many important things while 
in Peoria June 1-4. Everything matters. 

The election of delegates to the General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences may well be 
one thing an Annual Conference does that 
has impact across time and relationships. I 
trust that you are thinking and praying about 
those that your votes will send forth to serve. 

To serve as a delegate to the General and/or 
Jurisdictional Conference is a magnificent 
honor and privilege. It is a huge responsibil-
ity and a lot of hard work. 

As you consider the delegation you 
would like to see keep this in mind. With a 
keen grasp of the church as it is keep in mind 
also of the future of The United Methodist 
Church. Throughout the Book of Discipline, 
there are references and reminders that we 
are a diverse church and we exist and serve 
in a diverse world. We ought to be no less 
aware of that diversity when we send forth a 
delegation to the General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. 

`In Professor Laurence Hull Stookey’s 
This Day: A Wesleyan Way of Prayer, we 
have available to us a wonderful prayer for 
Christian Conferencing:

You have called us, O God
to do the work of your church
as careful and efficient stewards.

To this end we bind together our 
congregations and govern them 
through the work of Conferences in 
which we consult and consider 
together pressing matters before the 
church.

Give wisdom and vision to those who 
serve us as members of Annual 
Conference.

Let not the weariness of their duties 
distract them nor the emotion of the 
issues they face prejudice them in the 
decisions they make.

Enable them to seek first your kingdom 
and its righteousness. Amen.

Your servant in Christ,
Gregory V. Palmer

Deaths
Rev. Vernon Brown, a retired pastor, 

died May 14. Rev. Brown began serving 
Methodist Churches in 1949 and served 
at Nashville, Enfield, Ridgway, Louis-
ville, Zeigler-Royalton, Rosiclare-Eliz-
abethtown-Cave-in-Rock, Norris City, 
Sesser/Valier, Bridgeport-Petrolia, and 
Granite City-Madison, retiring in 1990. 

Condolences may be sent to his wife 
Doris Brown, at 24 Westgate Drive, 
Granite City 62040.

Rev. Norma Jean Martin, a retired 
pastor, died May 7 in Indiana. She served 
the Oakford UMC from 1988 to her re-
tirement in 1996. A full obituary may be 
found at www.swartzmortuary.com.

Condolences may be sent to her hus-
band, Ted Martin, 190 Methodist Drive 
W., Franklin, IN  46131-2171.

Steve Livengood to Fairbury, 
Vermilion River District, effective 
July 1.

Jane Bradford to Saunemin, Ver-
milion River District, effective July 
1.

Janice Reeder to Danville Farm-
ers Chapel, Iroquois River District, 
effective July 1.

Christine Dianne Cunningham to 
Harrisburg First UMC, Cache River 
District, effective July 1. 

Chuck Trent to Concord-Aren-
zville UMC’s, LaMoine River Dis-
trict, effective July 1.

Peter Wehrly to Lebanon First 
UMC, Mississippi River District, ef-
fective July 1.

Willis (Bill) C. Kierce to Bel-
leville: St Matthew UMC Associate, 
effective July 1. Rev. Kierce is an 
elder in the Alabama-West Florida 
Conference.
Supply not appointed

Appointments
In consultation with the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
Cabinet, Bishop Gregory V. Palmer appoints the following:

David Phillips, supply not ap-
pointed to Trinity Parish (Cabery-
Collum-Kempton), Vermilion River 
District, effective July 1.

David Glahn, supply not ap-
pointed to Collison, Iroquois River 
District, effective July 1.

Paul W. Widicus, supply not ap-
pointed to Mt. Vernon Wesley UMC, 
Kaskaskia River District, effective 
July 1.

Bruce Baker, supply not ap-
pointed to Hindsboro UMC, Iroquois 
River District, effective July 1.

Change of Status
Patricia A. Gareau, discontinua-

tion of appointment as local pastor, 
effective March 15, 2011.

Eric Garlick, discontinuation of 
appointment as local pastor, effective 
June 30.
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Seeking first…the kingdom of God

NEWS From the Episcopal Office

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer is greeted by Earl Marlman, lay member to annual conference from Metropolis 
First UMC during the bishop’s recent visit to the region to survey damage and meet with disaster response 
officials.  Photo by Paul Black.
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C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

Ask for Michele Willson or email her at 

mwillson@igrc.org 
FOR RATES AND DETAILS TODAY!

217.529.
2040

Director of the Wesley Foundation 
at Western Illinois University
The Wesley Foundation is a campus ministry of the United Meth-
odist Church. Qualified applicants (lay or clergy) will bring min-
istry experience with young adults and exhibit leadership skills. 
Salary commensurate with experience.  Compensation package 
includes housing.  Entry level applicants with strong skills wel-
come.     

Interviews will begin the week of June 6. Applications (and ques-
tions) may be submitted by postal mail or e-mail to the Chair of 
the Wesley Foundation Board: 
Julie Regennitter , 630 60th Ave., Roseville, IL. 61473
E-mail:  djreg4@gmail.com

See the complete job description posted at WIU Wesley Founda-
tion website:  www.wiuwesley.com  (click on “Contact Us” tab).

Director of Youth Ministries & Christian 
Education for First UMC in Olney
Full-time position.  College degree in youth ministries preferred.  
Experience working with children and youth.  Strong Christian 
commitment and calling to youth work.  The focus is on youth 
ministry.  Good organizational, communication & computer 
skills needed.  For job description email at fumcsp@frontier.
com or write:  Pastor, First UMC, 335 S. Fair, Olney, IL  62450. 

Choir Director for Vandalia First UMC 
Looking for a patient, enthusiastic, responsible Christian Dis-
ciple who loves choral music, to direct an established choir of 
volunteer members, who strive for excellence. Choral conduct-
ing experience preferred. Also experience using a large or small 
ensemble of instrumentalists with the choir is a plus. Part-time 
salaried position. Bachelor's Degree in Music preferred, not re-
quired. Send resume % Dr. Roger Grimmett, Vandalia First UMC, 
127 N. 4th Street, Vandalia, Illinois 62471.

Praise Team Leader
First United Methodist Church of Mattoon is seeking a part-
time, permanent Praise Team leader.  The successful candidate 
will have the musical and supervisory skills to form and direct a 
small group of musicians leading a weekly contemporary Chris-
tian worship service.  Candidates should exhibit strong Christian 
values and beliefs compatible with the United Methodist tradi-
tion.  The position will include 8 to 12 hours per week includ-
ing weekly practices and services.  Compensation will be based 
upon abilities and experience.  For more information or to sub-
mit a resume please contact First United Methodist Church at 
217.235.5676 or mattoonfumc@gmail.com.

Chaplain/Coordinator of Religious Life
MacMurray College invites applications for the position of Col-
lege Chaplain/Coordinator of Religious Life.  We are seeking an 
ordained minister, preferably in the Methodist tradition who has 
a strong embodiment of Christian charity and empathy as well 
as outstanding interpersonal skills. This is a 10-month part-time 
position.  For more information please go to: http://www.mac.
edu/resources/job_postings/Chaplain_Coord_Religious_
Life_5.18.2011.pdf

WorksThe
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SPRINGFIELD – Bish-
op Gregory V. Palmer, in 
consultation with the IGRC 
Cabinet, the Director of 
Connectional Ministries 
and leadership  in both the 
Camping Commission and 
the Conference Personnel 
Committee, has announced 
the appointment of the Rev. 
Alice Shirley as Interim 

Coordinator of Camping, Retreat and Youth Minis-
tries effective June 15.

Shirley is no stranger to camping both as a pas-
tor and as a youth. From 1980 to 1991, she served 
as co-director of the conference camps in the former 
Central Illinois Conference.  Most of those years 
were spent at Jensen Woods, although she co-direct-
ed once at Living Springs (then Epworth Springs) in 
Lewistown. She was also involved in camping in the 
former South Indiana Conference prior to coming to 
Illinois in 1979.

“My growing up years were full of church camp 
experiences as my church in Indianapolis owned a 
campground, Camp Otto, near Cloverdale, Ind.,” 
Shirley said. “It was there in early mornings that I 
was taught  journaling as a spiritual discipline.  It 
was in a church camp lesson on the “Christ” in 
“Christian” that I first heard the call to be a disciple 
of Jesus Christ.  Camping and retreat ministries have 
played a very significant role in my faith develop-
ment, and I’m excited to be in a position now to help 
ensure that those same opportunities are available to 
new generations.”

Shirley sees her role as building upon the work 
and foundation laid by others. “I feel very blessed 
to be appointed to this interim position of adminis-
tration and advocacy for Christian camping in the 
IGRC,” she said. “I hope to be a faithful steward of 

the inheritance I receive.” 
In an announcement released Thursday and co-

signed by Director of Connectional Ministries Kent 
Lolling, Doug Stewart, chair of the IGRC Camping 
Commission, and Dixie Croxton, chair of the IGRC 
Camping Personnel Committee,  Shirley’s respon-
sibilities in the upcoming year are to work with 
Camping, Retreat and Youth and assist the Camping 
Commission and Equipping and Connecting Team in 
transition toward a new future.

“This transition gives us an opportunity to evalu-
ate and begin reshaping the ministries; determine the 
requirements for staffing camping and youth coor-
dination; develop appropriate job description(s) and 
begin a national search for the new position or po-
sitions while providing stability to the ministry in 
the interim,” the statement read. “We are thankful 
to have Alice’s expertise in the camping ministry as 
well as her wealth of experience as a pastor, confer-
ence leader, and district superintendent to assist in 
this time of transition. “

“I’m eager to become acquainted with staff at all 
our sites as well as support improvement efforts al-
ready underway at the various camps,” Shirley said. 
“I hope to promote camping and retreat ministries 
around the conference through preaching and to be a 
source of encouragement to clergy and lay volunteers 
in camping ministries and administration.  One of the 
gifts I bring to my vocation as pastor is aligning min-
istry with the vision and mission of the church, so I’ll 
be looking for areas where that may need to happen.  
I enjoy working as part of a team and being in the 
God’s awesome outdoors.”

Shirley has 30 years of experience in pastoral 
ministry that began in Southern Indiana. She has 
served pastorates at Latham, associate at Monticel-
lo, McLean-Waynesville, Galva First, East Moline 
Christ and Salem Grace. She also served seven years 
as superintendent in the Embarras River District.

Interim Coordinator of Camping appointed 
By Paul Black

Bishop Gregory Palmer 
and the Committee on Pas-
toral Care and Counseling 
announce the appointment 
of the Reverend Karen 
Blank-Ewell as Director of 
Pastoral Care and Counsel-
ing in the Illinois Great Riv-
ers Conference.  

Over the past several 
years a new understanding 

of the work the office of Pastoral Care and Counsel-
ing has evolved. Many persons across the conference 
have participated in the dialogue. The Committee on 
Pastoral Care and Counseling, Cabinet and Bishop 
celebrate the comprehensiveness of the new strategy 
as well as the partnership concept that undergirds this 
new understanding.

 As Director of Pastoral Care and Counseling, 
Rev. Blank-Ewell’s responsibilities will include:

•  Working with Bishop and Cabinet as well 
as the PCC Committee, the editor of the new 

PCC website, and the covenant counselors 
to ensure that up-to-date, effective resourcing 
is provided for the clergy and families

•  Organizing and promoting educational or 
therapeutic events throughout the conference

•  Serve as an advocate for mental health, 
especially promoting the services and 
programs of PCC among clergy and their 
families

•  Nurturing synergy among all officials and 
agencies in the Annual Conference who share 
responsibility for pastoral care of pastors and 
their families 

Rev. Blank-Ewell will begin serving in this half-
time appointment July 1.  She is an ordained elder in 
the Missouri Conference who grew up in southern Il-
linois. Rev. Blank-Ewell will be living near Mt. Ver-
non where she will also be serving a part-time charge, 
Bluford-Wayne City.

New director of Pastoral Care and Counseling named

mailto:mwillson@igrc.org
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MARION – Southern Illinois has begun the recovery 
phase in the aftermath of flooding throughout the region in 
late April and May, disaster response officials reported in a 
May 16 briefing in Marion.

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer spent three days in the re-
gion May 15-17, surveying the damage, offering words 
of comfort and support and engaging with Red Cross and 
Federal Emergency Management Agency officials on the 
response.

“I believe the Apostle Paul was Wesleyan in that he 
writes in Ephesians, ‘we were created to do good works,’ 
and as United Methodists, that’s what we do,” Palmer said. 

Palmer worshipped May 15 in Cairo with the Tigert 
UMC congregation who was returning to the church for 
the first time since the evacuation order was given by local 
officials. Palmer then took a tour of the region to be ap-
prised of current conditions prior to the May 16 briefing.

IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach Bunny 
Wolfe and Cache River District Disaster Response Coor-
dinator Pete Ryan did a flyover the entire region, stretching 
from the Wabash River near Shawneetown, south to the 
Ohio River and west toward the Mississippi River.

The church’s response
Prior to the flooding, United Methodist youth in Me-

tropolis joined with other church’s youth to fill sandbags. 
The sandbagging efforts extended 10 days and involved as-
sembling sand bags, delivery of bags, building flood walls, 
helping people move their belongings and working in a lo-
cal clothes closet at a Red Cross Shelter. 

“The unity among the believers was a God Sighting 
among the tragedy,” said Dena Hopkins, youth director at 
Metropolis First UMC. “We prayed and worked side by 
side with many local pastors, youth directors, and youth 
from every denomination in town. I hope that more than 
providing sandbags to homeowners, we also provided hope 
and faith.” 

At one point, the youth were filling 1,800 sandbags an 
hour as they worked to near exhaustion each day.  

Now that the flood water is receding, United Method-
ists have already begun mobilizing to provide long-term 
assistance to the region.

“People are tired and a lot of folks are going to be dis-
placed,” said Ryan, pastor of Joppa and Oak Grove UMC’s. 
“We are going to be at this for a long time.”

Cleanup began the week of May 16 in Olive Branch 
and a small team of IGRC volunteers led by Ron Monroe 
began work.

At the same time, more than 40 volunteers were certi-
fied in early disaster response training in two training ses-
sions May 16-17 at Carbondale First UMC. A third training 
session has been scheduled for Saturday, June 11 at Mt. 
Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC.

Persons wishing to assemble teams, have questions or 
need general information need to contact IGRC Disaster 
Response Coordinator Ken Miner at 217-725-5870 or by 
email at illiniken@comcast.net. Teams can contact Ryan 
after June 6 to schedule teams at 618-771-0366 or by email 
at pete@csnowire.net.

Individuals may also sign up to volunteer at www.igrc.
org/floodvolunteers, and will be assigned to work teams. 

While not everyone is required to have UMCOR cer-
tification, every team should have those who have under-
gone the six-hour training. Teams should also plan for be-
ing self-sustaining and self-sufficient as housing is limited.

In his pastoral letter of May 12, Bishop Palmer outlined 

Assessing the damage
Disaster response officials begin recovery phase
By Paul Black

Workers haul sandbags to the boulevard for city workers to pick up in the aftermath of flooding in Metropolis.

Bishop Palmer hears from Dena Hopkins, youth director at Metropolis First UMC about the efforts of the community’s youth prior 
to the flood.

Seth Gardner, FEMA’s volunteer liaison, reports on the begin-
ning of the agency’s assessment phase.

IGRC Disaster Response Coordinator Ken Miner talks with 
Rev. Leroy Allison and Rev. Bill Minor at one of two UMCOR 
ERT trainings in Carbondale.  Photos by Paul Black.
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four ways in which persons can be involved in the flood 
cleanup:

•  Be trained and ready to respond when the call for 
volunteers is made.
•  Contribute cleaning bucket supplies to the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center or bring them 
to annual conference. The MMDC will receive those 
items on Wednesday, June 1, from 1 to 7 p.m. and on 
Thursday, June 2 and Friday, June 3, from 7:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Contributions can also be made for 
cleaning supplies through IGRC Advance #6620 – 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center.
• Contribute to IGRC Disaster Response Advance 
#6800. Funds from this Advance Special will be 
needed to assist in the relief and recovery phases 
within the flooded areas.
• Pray for those suffering loss due to flooding and 
for volunteers.

“We have an opportunity to represent the hands, feet 
and body of Christ to our own neighbors and within our 
own conference boundaries,” Palmer wrote. “I pray you 
will make a commitment to be a part of the flood clean up 
and recovery. Bless you as you find your place of service in 
response to the flooding in southern Illinois.”

Gathering data
The week of May 16 was spent with preliminary dam-

age assessments by FEMA, focusing on individual assis-
tance – homes and personal property that has been dam-
aged by the flood. The week of May 23 will be spent 
meeting with local governments to gather information on 
flood-related expenses and issues of public assistance.

“Members of the assessment teams will not make it to 
every damaged property in a community,” said Seth Gard-
ner, FEMA’s volunteer liaison. “The goal is to make it to 
enough properties to get an accurate picture of the total 
damage in the affected area.” FEMA has reported receiv-
ing more than 1,300 reports of damage in Southern Illinois.

Once this process is completed, the information will be 
collected and presented to President Barack Obama, who 
will then make the decision whether to issue a Federal di-
saster declaration. At that time, the federal and state emer-
gency management teams will return for more thorough 
assessments.

‘Worse than 1993’
The miracle of the 2011 flood is that there are no report-

ed deaths. Among churches in the Cache River District, 
Superintendent Greg Courtright said only one – Cave-in-
Rock UMC – was flooded and sustained four foot of water 
in it. Elkville UMC also reported some water but it appears 
that the source was drainage backup caused by the torren-
tial rains.

Sandra Webster, a representative for the American Red 
Cross in the lower 14 counties of Illinois, said that the 2011 
flood was the “hardest disaster” she had encountered in 22 
years of working for the Red Cross.

“The damage is so widespread and (unlike 1993), the 
water isn’t going down quickly,” she said. “The fact that 
both the Ohio and Mississippi rivers went at the same time 
made it impossible to begin assessing the damage until the 
week of May 16.”

Webster noted in some areas water is standing at a 
depth of better than 4 feet. “And with sustained water dam-
age, you have mold setting in,” she added.

Red Cross opened five shelters beginning April 19 
throughout the region, including a shelter at Shawnee 
Community College for the evacuation of Cairo.

“Many people self-evacuated to Carbondale until 
their money ran out,” Webster said. “Red Cross cleanup 
kits are out and feeding stations are in place in Olive 
Branch, Metropolis and Alexander County.”

Youth from Metropolis First UMC fill sandbags and prepare for flooding of the Ohio River,  Photo by Dena Hopkins.

The Ohio River’s main channel at flood stage near Rosiclare and Cave-in-Rock.  Photo by Bunny Wolfe.

More than 40 persons became certified in early response train-
ing at two UMCOR training events at Carbondale First UMC.

The “tools” of disaster response.  Photos by Paul Black.
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Fester’s devotional 
book published 
posthumously
Amusing Grace, a devotional 
book by the late Rev. William 

D. Fester has been published posthu-
mously.

The book is a compilation of sto-
ries Fester told linked with a scrip-
ture verse. The book was completed 
shortly before Fester’s death in June 
2009. The family decided to publish 
it and all proceeds from the book 
sale will be used to support Fester’s 
son and wife’s ministry with Wycliff 
Bible Translators, where Brad and his 
wife Maria are serving in the Central 
Africa Republic.

Clergy that will have copies of the 
book for sale at annual conference in 
Peoria are: Jame Hahs, Dennis Price 
and Ed Weston.  Price of the book 
is $15 with checks made payable 
to Alton Main Street UMC. Copies 
may also be ordered by sending a 
$20 check ($5 for postage) to Main 
Street UMC, 1400 Main St., Alton, IL  
62002. 

Free Music and Arts 
Camp

Morningstar United Methodist 
Church is sponsoring a free Music 
and Arts Camp  June 13-17 from 6 to 
8 p.m. Students having just complet-
ed grades K-5 can choose one art op-
tion (choir, hand-bells, drama, visual 
arts  or dance) in which to participate 
during the week. 

Monday through Thursday will 
include instruction in their art area by 
qualified instructors, a Bible lesson, 
and refreshments. Friday night will 
culminate the students' experience as 
they share what they've learned in the 
context of a worship experience for 
the whole family. 

A nursery will be available for 
preschoolers. Registration is free and 
due by Monday, June 6th.  Contact 
Morningstar UMC at 309-452-6255 
or morningstarumc1@juno.com.  
Morningstar UMC is located at 3714 
Ft. Jesse Rd., Normal 61761.

VIM Holy Land trip 
The North Central Jurisdiction 

Volunteers in Mission, in cooperation 
with the Society for Biblical Studies 
will be conducting a two-week trip to 
the Holy Land Jan. 9-23, 2012.

Dr. Alan Newhall, retired IGRC 
clergy, will be the group’s leader. In-
formation on the trip may be obtained 
by contacting Newhall at anewhall@
aol.com or by calling 309-277-7019. 

Registration information can be 
found on the Society’s website at: 
http://www.sbsedu.org/L3_events_
NoCentVIMHL9.1.htm

B
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COULTERVILLE - Twenty years 
ago, Elizabeth Montgomery helped pre-
pare outfits and provided supplies for the 
first live presentation of the Last Supper 
at Coulterville United Methodist Church.

Through the years, she continued to 
help with the event, as it grew in scale and 
became a traveling display shared with 
neighboring communities. She also took 
on other roles in the church, serving on 
countless committees and teaching Sun-
day school.

When she recently had to move from 
her family farm near Coulterville to The 
Manor at Mason Woods in Pinckneyville, 
one piece of her commitment to her faith 
couldn't make the move. Her handcrafted 
64-inch by 38-inch crocheted depiction 
of The Last Supper was donated to the 
church, where it hangs in the sanctuary.

This year, with the live last supper pre-
sentation celebrating its 20th anniversary, 
the church leadership has chosen to use 

the occasion to recognize Montgomery 
and her commitment to the faith.

"Tom Harvey (chairman of the admin-
istrative board) came up with this idea 
to dedicate it to her because she's been 
a longtime, very active member of the 
church and this is the ultimate gift she's 
given," said Madelyn Hill, Montgomery's 
daughter, in regard to the crochet artwork.

While Montgomery said she was 
humbled and surprised by the decision, 
she also made sure to recognize the others 
who have helped keep The Last Supper a 
living tradition at the church.

When it began in 1991, no one ex-
pected it to take off as much as it did, and 
no one especially envisioned it lasting 20 
years. Challenges are still abound, though, 
as it's becoming harder to find men who 
are willing to participate.

"People have to have a lot of faith to 
help present a portrayal of the last sup-
per," said Montgomery, who has belonged 

to her church for more than 70 years. "You 
have to have a deep feeling about it."

(Reprinted with permission from the April 
16 issue of The Southern Illinoisan)

Keeping the tradition alive
By Adam Testa, The Southern Illinoisan

Elizabeth Montgomery has been a member of 
the Coulterville United Methodist Church for 
more than 70 years. She has been a longtime 
volunteer and helped start the church's live Last 
Supper presentations 20 years ago. Recently, 
she donated a handcrafted crochet of the Last 
Supper to the church, which has honored her 
by commemorating this year's living display in 
her honor.  Photo by Adam Testa, The Southern 
Illinoisian.

Carlyle First UMC fed more than 200 Clinton County families on 
Monday, May 16, with a food fair. Once a month, the church re-
ceives shipment of food from the St. Louis Food Bank for distri-
bution to those in need in Clinton County. Matthew 25, a ministry 
group within the church receives the shipment , unloads it and 
organizes it for distribution. The May 16 distribution had more 
than 150 cars come through the distribution line where it was 
loaded into the vehicles.  The food fair is in addition to the month-
ly distribution on the first Wednesday of the first full week of each 
month that emanates from the church basement. David Huene 
heads the church’s ministry with an average of 17 volunteers.  
Photo courtesy of Carlyle First UMC.

Decatur Christ UMC observed the second Blessing of the Ani-
mals service on Holy Saturday. Pastor Kelly Cox, who conducted 
the blessing said, “Pets are part of the family for many people,” 
he said. “It’s good to remember the importance of animal life 
in our own lives.” Each person bringing a pet received a copy 
of “The Ten Commandments from a Pet’s Point of View.” More 
than half of the cats and dogs at the event were rescue animals.  
Photo by Mike Carr.

IGRC retired pastor Bill Zander and his wife Nancy were recently 
honored by the Methodist Medical Center Foundation for ex-
emplary long-term service. The Zanders have served Methodist 
Medical Center and the Methodist College of Nursing both jointly 
and individually for more than 25 years.  Bill Zander has served 
as a hospital board member, corporation board member and an 
advisor to the pastoral care program, which is partially funded 
by Golden Cross offering gifts. A registered nurse, Nancy Zander 
has taught and practiced in every area of the profession. Togeth-
er, the Zanders are emeritus directors of the Methodist College of 
Nursing board and directed the Methodist Live-In Summer Camp 
from 1970 to 1977.  Pictured in the photo from left, are Michael 
Bryant, MMC’s President and CEO, Bill Zander and Nancy Zan-
der.  Photo courtesy of Methodist Medical Center.
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GIRARD – The Easter service at Gi-
rard UMC had a different feeling Easter 
Sunday.

Five days after an EF-3 tornado – 
winds of 136 to 165 mph – struck portions 
of Girard, members of the congregation 
said the destruction and disruption of 
lives still weigh heavily on their minds. 
The storm damaged 22 structures and de-
stroyed five homes.

During the April 24 service, several 
members spoke out, saying they were 
thankful there had been no deaths and that 
the damage wasn’t greater.

The Rev. Mary Alice Cunningham 
prayed for the families and the workers 
who continue the cleanup. She said she 
was fortunate her home was not damaged, 
and that she felt God was speaking to her 

Tuesday, telling her to make her way to 
the basement.

“There have been so many times I’ve 
heard the meteorologists say take shelter 
and go to the basement, and I haven’t lis-
tened to them,” she said.

Girard UMC was one of many area 
churches that provided meals for hun-
dreds of workers and volunteers.

Mary Ellen Bandy, 87, said she had 
cooked goulash and picked up some Ital-
ian bread. Evelyn Weller, 80, said she had 
helped pack lunch boxes to send out to 
crews who were unable to leave cleanup 
sites.

Cunningham said it has been unbe-
lievable watching the community come 
together.

“As soon as all this happened, people 

started stepping up to the plate making 
sure everyone was OK,” she said. “Even 
those that had some damage stepped up 
and went to the families whose homes 
were completely demolished.”

Kathy Hopkins, associate pastor at 
First Christian Church and a coordinator 
of the relief efforts, said volunteers have 
provided two meals and coffee every day 
since April 21 for people in need. At one 
of the 15 cleanup sites, 150 people were 
fed on that first day, she said.

“The outpouring of the community 
has been tremendous,” she said. “We’ve 
been loading up SUV’s and sending out 
food to different sites.”

(Reprinted with permission from the April 
25 issue of the Springfield State Journal-Reg-
ister)

Girard UMC gives thanks after the storm
By Jason Nevel, Springfield State Journal-Register

The Senior Walk, a tradition of Peoria, Illinois’ Bradley University, has become the basis of a new 
tradition at Peoria’s First United Methodist Church. As Bradley students walked Peoria’s down-
town on May 12 in celebration of graduation, the church served them a free meal of brats in their 
parking lot. This was the fourth year for the church to do this, in part to thank those students who 
have volunteered at the church’s soup kitchen and pantry, Loaves & Fish. “Bradley students have 
been doing Loaves & Fish for a really long time,” said Colleen McDonnell, a Bradley Senior and 
First United Methodist Church volunteer, “and now this is a great way for them to give back to us in 
honor of Senior Walk. This is a great stop for us…Everyone’s hungry…It was really nice of them to 
do this for us.” Rev. Eric Swanson said it is a joy to interact with students as they stop for a snack 
and a rest. More than 400 students were served.  Photos courtesy of Peoria First UMC.

Washington Evangelical UMC hosted the 
Good News Club community-wide Easter 
Party. More than 80 children and families were 
welcomed into the church through this minis-
try. The day was filled with outdoor activities, 
games, crafts and worship.  Photo courtesy of 
Washington Evangelical UMC.

Pimiteoui Pow Wow 
June 11-12

The 20th Annual Return to 
Pimiteoui Pow Wow will be 
held June 11-12 at W.H. Som-
mer Park on Koerner Road, off  U.S. 
150 west of the Shoppes of Grand 
Prairie in Edwards.

Pastor Dan Lybarger of the Na-
tive American Fellowship Dayspring 
Church in East Peoria will lead an In-
terfaith Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday. The service is open to people 
of all faiths and races. The church’s 
mission is to share Native American 
traditions and spirituality and the 
teachings of Jesus Christ in an inter-
tribal community welcome to all.

For up to date information on 
the programs and the event’s sched-
ule, please check the website: http://
www.peoriapowwow.org/ or call 
309-357-0503.

New Pastoral Care 
website

The Office of Pastoral Care and 
Counseling has unveiled a new web-
site, located at www.pastoralcarean-
dcounseling.org.  

The website is centered on the 
idea that ministers and their families 
need a community that fosters posi-
tive growth and holistic care.  PCC 
hopes that the website will encourage 
community through healing, reflec-
tion, education, understanding, and 
humor.  We seek to be a beacon to 
ministers – active and retired – and 
their families.

The website is currently under the 
direction of Web Editor Alison Smith.  
Smith is a 2010 graduate of Wesley 
Seminary in Washington, D.C., and a 
lifelong PK in the Southern Illinois/
Illinois Great Rivers Conference.  
She concentrated her studies to re-
flect her passion for Pastoral Care and 
Counseling while nurturing a deep 
interest in creating and engaging in 
community.  

The website is updated daily 
Monday through Friday and offers a 
different theme each day.  In addition, 
the website highlights the opportuni-
ties for pastoral care and counseling 
in and around the conference, specifi-
cally highlighting the work of IGRC’s 
covenant counselors.  The website 
will offer information on individual 
counselors, scheduling, and insurance 
requirements.  

For more information, you are 
invited to visit the site at www.pas-
toralcareandcounseling.org.  Sub-
missions, questions, and suggestions 
are appreciated and welcomed at ae-
smith23@gmail.com.
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EVANSTON – Bishop Gregory V. 
Palmer delivered the address at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary’s 
154th commencement, where he was also 
awarded an honorary Doctor of Divin-
ity Degree. The service was held at First 
United Methodist Church in Evanston 
May 13.

Bishop Palmer’s address titled, 
There’s a Crown Above Your Head, spoke 
of Howard Thurman’s experience as a 
student at Morehouse College. In his au-
tobiography, With Head and Heart, Thur-
man said of his faculty and mentors, “It 
was as if they were placing a crown above 
our heads that for the rest of our lives we 
would be trying to grow tall enough to 
wear.”

Bishop Palmer suggested that the 
graduates, and indeed all of us, have three 
crowns to aspire to wear: a crown to con-
tinue in robust theological engagement; 
a crown to live more meaningfully and 
faithfully in the global village in which we 
find ourselves; and a crown of character 
and righteousness. 

To hear Bishop Palmer’s entire ad-
dress, visit us online at www.garrett.edu/
videos.

Bishop Palmer was also awarded the 

honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree for 
his years of service to The United Meth-
odist Church. In presenting the honorary 
degree, President Philip Amerson said, 
“Today we recognize Bishop Gregory 
Vaughn Palmer, imaginative and dynamic 
pastor, preacher, episcopal leader and man 
of hope-filled initiatives for the church.” 

Upon receiving this award, Bishop 
Palmer said, “On behalf of The United 
Methodist Church and all of the churches 
that Garrett-Evangelical touches, many of 
which are represented here today, I want 
to say thank you. Thank you for the way 
you are changing the world and trans-
forming lives.”

Garrett-Evangelical, founded in 1853, 
is a graduate school of theology related to 
The United Methodist Church. Located 
on the campus of Northwestern Univer-
sity, the seminary serves more than 400 
students from many denominations and 
cultural backgrounds, fostering an atmo-
sphere of ecumenical interaction. Garrett-
Evangelical creates bold leaders through 
master of divinity, master of arts, master 
of theological studies, doctor of philoso-
phy and doctor of ministry degrees.

Its 4,500 living alumni serve church 
and society around the world.

Nationally-known speaker Dr. Tony 
Campolo will be the keynote speaker at 
the 2011 College of Christian Life Aug. 
8-10 at the Peoria City Centre Holiday 
Inn.

Online registration is underway at: 
www.igrc.org/ccl2011. The Holiday Inn 
City Centre is located at 500 Hamilton 
Blvd., Peoria, IL 61602.  Room reserva-
tions may be made by calling, 309-674-
2500.  Be sure to ask for the College 
Christian life discount.

The theme of this year's school is 
Making Disciples Of Jesus Christ For The 
Transformation of The World. Campolo 
will make six presentations at the school:

Session 1 - Matthew 28:16-20 
“Make Disciples”
Our Mission

Session 2 - Mark 16:14-19 
“Go and Preach to All Creation”
 God’s Vision

Session 3 - Ephesians 4:1-7
“One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism” 
God’s Provision

Session 4 - Matthew 25:37-39  
“Lord, When Did We See You?”
Our Vision

Session 5 - John 4:7-14 
“Drink and Never Thirst”
God’s Provision

Session 6 - Acts 1:8 
“Be My Witnesses”
Our Mission

The purpose of “The College of Chris-
tian Life – Clergy and Laity Retreat” 
school  provides a special opportunity 
each year for Christian study with well-
known speakers, addressing issues of bib-
lical instruction, church administration, 
and social justice.  The school is struc-
tured as a retreat, primarily for United 
Methodist clergy and laity of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference and the North-
ern Illinois Conference, but we believe 
that the event would benefit any Chris-
tian.  Within the retreat venue, we provide 
ample free time for clergy and laity to rest 
and meditate.  In fulfilling our purpose we 
support the work of the General Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry of the 
United Methodist Church, its Division of 
Ordained Ministry, and similar boards of 
other faith communities.

All United Methodists of Illinois are 
eligible to vote at the annual meeting and 

others are welcome to attend.
Campolo is Founder and President 

of the Evangelical Association for the 
Promotion of Education (EAPE) and has 
worked to create, nurture and support 
programs for “at-risk” children in cities 
across North America, and has helped es-
tablish schools and universities in several 
developing countries. 

Additionally, Tony Campolo is Pro-
fessor Emeritus of Sociology at Eastern 
University in St. Davids, Pennsylvania. 
He previously served for 10 years on the 
faculty of the University of Pennsylvania. 
He is a graduate of Eastern College and 
earned a Ph.D. from Temple University.

Dr. Campolo is a media commentator 
on religious, social and political matters, 
having guested on television programs 
like The Colbert Report, Nightline, Cross-
fire, Politically Incorrect, The Charlie 
Rose Show, Larry King Live, CNN Day-
side, CNN News and MSNBC News. He 
co-hosted his own television series, Hash-
ing It Out, on the Odyssey Network, and 
presently hosts Across The Pond, a weekly 
program on the Premier Christian Radio 
Network in England. He is also a highly 
respected and sought after guest on radio 
stations across the United States, Canada, 

the United Kingdom, Australia and New 
Zealand. 

 He is the author of 38 books, with the 
latest release  Stories That Feed Your Soul 
(Regal).

Dr. Campolo is an ordained minister, 
has served American Baptist Churches in 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and is pres-
ently recognized as an associate pastor of 
the Mount Carmel Baptist Church in West 
Philadelphia.

Campolo to speak at 2011 College of Christian Life

Palmer conferred with  honorary doctorate from Garrett Seminary

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, right, stands with Dr. Philip Amerson, president of Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary following the May 13 commencement in which Bishop Palmer gave the 
commencement address and was conferred with an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree for his 
years of service to The United Methodist Church.  Photo courtesy of Garrett-Evangelical Theologi-

cal Seminary 
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OTTERFING, Germany (UMNS)  -- 
The Rev. Alfred Mignon sits relaxed on 
his wooden bench, enjoying the sun. “This 
is happiness,” the United Methodist pastor 
says and laughs.

It is also a break from the storm of 
media attention that followed his winning 
€125,000 (U.S. $180,000) on a televised 
quiz show and immediately giving away 
€110, 000 ($160,000).

“I applied to go on the show because 
I had a clear task,” Mignon explains. “A 
good friend has financial problems, and 
we couldn’t see any other way to raise 
such a large amount of money.”

When he announced at the end of the 
program how he would use his winnings, 
the host of the German version of “Who 
Wants to be a Millionaire?” said, “This is 
a reason to be really happy.”

German newspapers and television 
stations are crazy about Mignon. Photog-
raphers and reporters have beaten a path 
to his door. A popular newspaper put the 
story on its front page the Saturday morn-
ing after the May 6 telecast. That same 
evening, producers of a talk show invited 
him to be a guest. On May 8, a journal-
ist even attended services at Evanglisch-
methodistische Kirke Otterfing to inter-
view him.

Days after the program aired, an un-
interrupted conversation with 61-year-old 
Mignon was still difficult. “I will take the 
phone calls in the meantime,” his wife, 
Eva-Maria, says.

The attention has not unsettled Mi-
gnon. He sits in the sun outside his house 
in the small community about 30 kilome-

ters (nearly 19 miles) south of Munich, 
reviewing the events. He knows it is not 
every day that winners give away their 
prize money, but he emphasizes he is not 
the first to do so.

He anticipated some media interest 
from the TV stations that carry the pro-
gram. “What really amazed me was that 
the ‘Bild’ newspaper put the story on its 
front page,” he says.

It is not common for some people to 
share their belongings, Mignon adds, “but 
for Christians, this is a matter of course.”

Hundreds of email writers and tele-
phone callers have praised his generosity 

as have those posting supportive com-
ments on Facebook. For a short time, he 
held the top ranking on Twitter. “When 
I went for a walk at a lake, a passerby 
called out, ‘That’s the pastor of The Unit-
ed Methodist Church,’” Mignon says and 
laughs. “That happened in Bavaria where 
Protestants are very rare.”

At the same time, some have criticized 
him. One email message questioned his 
sanity.

Mignon only shakes his head. He al-
ways has cut his own path, and, he admits, 
has sometimes failed. Again and again, 
though, he has been encouraged as he fol-

lowed his call as an ordained minister.
‘In the bosom of God’

Mignon clearly sees God’s hand at 
work both in his winning the prize and the 
attention that has followed.

He had often applied to be a contestant 
on the quiz show. He had qualified twice 
for the pre-selection round but had never 
made it onto the actual show.

The chances of reaching the final 
round were extremely small. When he did, 
Mignon says he felt himself in the bosom 
of God, that God wanted him there.

“God, if it is your will that this family 
is helped, then help me now,” he prayed 
before the show started.

Mignon had no problem giving away 
the prize.

“I always intended to give away most 
of the money,” he says. “I haven’t estab-
lished a relationship to the money I’ve 
won — it is totally abstract.”

He says this while showing a post-
card that carries a quote by Julius Nyer-
ere, first president of Tanzania: “Richness 
should have only one purpose: abolishing 
poverty.” He finds it parallels the thought 
attributed to John Wesley: “Earn all you 
can. Save all you can. Give all you can.”

The phone is ringing. Another reporter 
is desperate to interview him. Mignon 
sighs, but only a little.

He is enjoying the hype — especially 
because the church is also getting some 
good publicity.

(*Kiemle is chief editor at the Methodist Pub-
lishing House in Frankfurt, Germany. Reinhold Par-
rinello and Barry Sloan translated his story from 
German to English.)

JOPLIN, Mo. -- Several United 
Methodist churches in Joplin, Mo., were 
scrambling to provide shelter  for church 
members and others whose homes were 
damaged by a May 22 tornado.

At least two churches also suffered ex-
tensive damage.

The Rev. Christopher Sloan, pastor 
of Christ’s Community United Methodist 
Church, compared viewing the aftermath 
to looking at a “lunar landscape.”

The devastation is so well defined, he 
added, that “when you get on a hill, you 
can see a path through the city.”

Sloan also serves as a fire department 
chaplain and had helped set up an emer-
gency medical services response center 
after the tornado struck.

His church, which had power but no 
water, was open as a shelter and was re-
ceiving supplies and volunteers. A disas-
ter-response team from the Missouri An-
nual (regional) Conference is expected 
to use the church as its headquarters for 
tornado response, he said.

“We’re finding out how many people 

in our congregations have lost their hous-
es,” he said.

Sloan confirmed that the sanctuary of 
another church, St. Paul’s UMC, was de-
stroyed by the tornado, although the rest 
of the structure remained standing. The 
conference also reported that St. James 
UMC was destroyed and the Southwest 
District office next to it damaged.

The Joplin Globe reported 89 deaths 
as a result of the tornado, which struck 
the city of 48,000 around 6 p.m. on May 
23. A major hospital, St. John’s Regional 
Medical Center, took a direct hit from the 
tornado and has since been vacated. Two 
firehouses were destroyed.

Members of a church youth group at 
Byers Avenue United Methodist Church, 
which had minor damage, rode out the tor-
nado in a Sunday school room. “We sang 
church songs, we prayed ... we tried not 
to get scared,” Ethan Hatfield, 16, told the 
Tulsa World.

At First United Methodist Church 
in Joplin, receptionist Sue Cowen spent 
Monday morning fielding calls of concern 

and inquiry from congregants, United 
Methodists from other parts of Missouri 
and even a few out-of-state churches.

The church — a 100-year-old stone 
building with a membership of 903 — 
was intact and open “to anyone who wants 
to get out of the rain,” she said. “We have 
many members with no home, no nothing 
anymore.”

Christ’s Community, which has more 
than 1,100 members, is a large facility 
with about 30 classrooms and plenty of 
room for those seeking shelter. “We’re 
just going to put people in classrooms,” 
Sloan said.

Missouri Bishop Robert Schnase in-
vited United Methodists “to respond 
prayerfully, courageously and generous-
ly” to the Joplin disaster. “Our hearts and 
prayers go out to all those who grieve the 
loss of loved ones and who have suffered 
the destruction of homes and businesses 
following Sunday’s devastating tornado 
in Joplin,” he said in a May 23 statement.

More than Missouri
The Rev. Tom Hazelwood, U.S. di-

saster response coordinator for the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief, said he 
expected he would be traveling to Joplin 
for an initial damage assessment. Hazel-
wood was to arrive in Missouri on May 
23 for a previously scheduled meeting in 
Kansas City.

At least 14 of the denomination’s an-
nual conferences have been affected by 
tornados or storms this spring, he noted, 
with the number of tornados in highly 
populated areas this year “more signifi-
cant that we’ve had in a long time.” 

United Methodists are also respond-
ing to deadly tornadoes that touched down 
over the weekend in Kansas and Minne-
sota. The twisters left at least one person 
dead in northern Minneapolis and killed 
another in Reading, a town of about 250 
people in eastern Kansas.

Winds ripped off the roof of Reading 
United Methodist Church, and the build-
ing may be a total loss. About 20 homes in 
the town were destroyed.

(*Bloom is a United Methodist News Service 
multimedia reporter based in New York. Follow her 
at http://twitter.com/umcscribe)

German UM pastor shocks by giving away game show prize money
By Volker Kiemle* 

Joplin tornado levels United Methodist churches, displaces members
By Linda Bloom* 

The Rev. Alfred Mignon (left) is on the set of "Wer-Wird-Millionaer" with showmaster Guenther 
Jauch.  Photo courtesy of RTL/Gregorowius.
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This year, the Illinois Great Rivers An-
nual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church takes on added significance for event 
coordinator Nancy Patton. That’s because 
part of the conference will be dedicated to 
raising money for a cause that could save 
thousands of lives. 

The cause is called Imagine No Malaria 
and its goal is to eradicate malaria by 2015. 
It is a program launched by The United 
Methodist Church along with is partners, 
the United Nations Foundation and the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation. The UMC 
is seeking to raise $75 million with money 
going toward the purchase of bed nets for 
people in Africa, where 90 percent of malar-
ia cases occur. The church is asking each of 
its 63 jurisdictions in the U.S. to raise money 
for the cause, so that will be a major focus of 
the Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference 
when it meets June 1-4 at the Peoria Civic 
Center. IGRC officials have set a goal of 
raising between $2.3 and $3.5 million.

The church has already created t-shirts 
that say, “Imagine No Malaria SWAT Team,” 
each with a picture of a fly swatter. They 
will be sold to attendees with proceeds go-
ing to Imagine No Malaria. The conference 

will also feature a 5k run and a dinner where 
speakers will talk about the global effort to 
stamp our malaria and the church’s role in 
it. Attendees are encouraged to wear their 
t-shirts and create a “sea of green’ to show 
their support for the cause.

It’s just another reason that Patton loves 
her job as event coordinator for the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference. She came to the 
organization six years ago from the corpo-
rate world where she planned meetings for 
an accounting firm. “My spiritual gift is hos-
pitality, so when this job became available, I 
felt as though it was something that God was 
leading me to. “ She found the world of reli-
gious meeting planning to be much more ful-
filling than her corporate planning job. “You 
just know that you are working for a higher 
being than your everyday bosses,” she says.

Playing in Peoria
Patton plans anywhere from six to 10 

meetings annually, ranging from small meet-
ings of 10 to the annual conference, which 
attracts around 2,000.  The group's annual 
meeting has been held at the Peoria Civic 
Center for the past eight years. Patton likes 
to sign multi-year contracts with venues 

Connections: IGRC's Nancy Patton featured in national magazine
RCMA Profile:  Nancy Patton, event coordinator, Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church
by Dave Kovaleski

Pulling out all the Stops for 
2011 Illinois Great Rivers Conference

Since 2001 Church Organ Network and Samuel Music has been provid-
ing the Allen Digital Renaissance Organ and the Yamaha Concert Grand 
Piano for the Conference Worship Services!

Complete selection of Allen Organs and Yamaha Pianos are available to 
serve your musical worship needs.  Organs and pianos used at Church 
Conferences are offered at reduced prices as well as pianos and clavi-
novas which are part of Academic year Univirsity loan programs (Uof I, 
Greenville and Illinois Collleges, Lincoln Christian University.)

For more information regarding specifications and special pricing...

Call 217.342.2207 or 
email info@churchorganizationnetwork.com

Growing Into the Full Measure of Jesus Christ
2011 Annual Conference explores Intentional Faith Development in Peoria June 1-4
By Paul Black

PEORIA – The Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference of The United Methodist Church 
will be meeting in Peoria for the 10th con-
secutive year June 1-4. The Peoria Civic 
Center will serve as the conference’s central 
location for the more than 2,400 expected to 
attend.

The theme of the conference is Intention-
al Faith Development: Growing Into the Full 
Measure of Jesus Christ, which will focus on 
discipleship systems. 

For the second consecutive year, the ple-
nary and worship sessions of the annual con-
ference will be broadcast over the internet. 
Persons wishing to view the web stream may 
click the “Live from Conference” button on 
the new Annual Conference page at: www.
igrc.org/annualsession. The annual ses-
sion page will be a one-stop shop for stories, 
videos and photos from the 2011 Annual 
Conference. The Twitter hashtag for Annual 
Conference is #igrc2011.

Conference Speakers
Dr. Paul Chilcote, Professor of Historical 

Theology and Wesleyan Studies at Ashland 
Theological Seminary, and Dr. Kenda Creasy 
Dean, Professor of Youth, Church and Cul-

ture at Princeton Theological Seminary, will 
be speaking on Thursday and Friday morn-
ings respectively and serve as the annual 
conference’s theologians in residence.   

Thursday evening’s All-Conference Din-
ner will be a celebration around the con-
ference’s Imagine No Malaria campaign 
in which between $2.3 and $3.5 million is 
being raised over the course of three years 
to assist in the eradication of the disease by 
2015. IGRC congregations will bring their 
special offerings to the all-conference din-
ner where they will be collected.  United 
Methodist layman and former Clinton press 
secretary Mike McCurry will be the featured 
speaker that evening. McCurry is deeply in-
volved in the denomination’s global health 
initiative of which the Imagine No Malaria 
campaign is a part.

The 2011 conference will also be a home-
coming for retired Bishop Woodie W. White, 
who served as the Illinois Area episcopal 
leader from 1984 to 1992. White, currently 
Bishop-in-Residence at Candler School of 
Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, 
Ga., will be preaching Wednesday night’s 
opening Memorial Service and Friday eve-
ning’s Service of Ordination.

Nancy Patton and IGRC Director of Connectional Ministries go over details for the upcoming 2011 
Annual Conference. Patton was recently spotlighted in the April issue of Religious Conference 
Manager, a professional publication of the Religious Conference Management Association.  Photo 
by Paul Black.
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because she finds she gets better rates that 
way. “I work very closely with the [Peoria 
Area] CVB—that’s one of the reasons I like 
RCMA,” she says, because it allows  the 
opportunity to strengthen industry relation-
ships.

As the event coordinator for the an-
nual conference, she pretty much plans and 
oversees the entire meeting process—from 
contracts to planning to logistics. Typically, 
the biggest challenge is dealing with hotel -- 
some hotels. Some properties, she finds, are 
not as flexible as others. "If they could be a 
little more user-friendly, it would make our 
job as event planners a lot easier."

She adds that it’s important for planners 
to show hoteliers the value of their meetings, 
particularly the amount of revenue the group 
brings to the venue and the city.

Fortunately, the recession hasn’t been as 
big a challenge for her group as it has for 
others. Through the economic downturn of 
2009 and 2010, attendance at the annual con-
ference didn't dip but remained virtually flat.

On Being an RCMA Member
Patton became and RCMA member sev-

eral years ago at the suggestion of members 

Robin Barnes (with the Peoria Civic Cen-
ter) and Julie Bushell (formerly of the Peo-
ria Area CVB but now working in the hotel 
business). “My first RCMA meeting was 
Orlando in 2007 and I have attended ever 
since,” she says.

What she likes best about RCMA is the 
opportunity to network with other meeting 
planners. “It’s nice to have all denominations 
there, and to share the different things we all 
try to do and the end results we achieve be-
cause we are all event planners,” she says.

Patton also appreciates the tutorials and 
the excellence of the speakers. “I go away 
feeling like I’ve gained some more knowl-
edge. Plus, it’s a good time. I’ve made a lot 
of friends through the association.”

Her advice to other planners is simple: 
Love what you do. Her love for the job was 
recognized earlier this year when she re-
ceived the Steve Kouri MVP Award from the 
Peoria Area CVB, an honor bestowed on the 
meeting planner of the year.

(Reprinted with permission from the April 2011 
issue of Religious Conference Manager, a profes-
sional publication of the Religious Conference 
Management Association).

Connections: IGRC's Nancy Patton featured in national magazine
RCMA Profile:  Nancy Patton, event coordinator, Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church
by Dave Kovaleski

Growing Into the Full Measure of Jesus Christ
2011 Annual Conference explores Intentional Faith Development in Peoria June 1-4
By Paul Black

Rev. Lori Bultemeier, Christian Life Co-
ordinator for The Baby Fold in Normal, will 
be the preacher for the Retiree Recognition 
and Commission Service on Thursday after-
noon.

The 2011 conference will be the third 
for Bishop Gregory V. Palmer as presiding 
bishop of the Illinois Area. Palmer was as-
signed to the Illinois Area in September 
2008. Bishop Palmer will open each morn-
ing of the conference with a short devotional 
time called Morning Manna.

Election of Delegates
Throughout the four days of the confer-

ence, lay and clergy members will be elect-
ing delegates to the 2012 General Confer-
ence, a global gathering of the church which 
will take place in April 2012. Six lay mem-
bers and six clergy members will be elected 
to be a part of the 1,000 member assembly 
which will meet in Tampa, Fla. An addi-
tional six lay members and six clergy will be 
elected and will join the General Conference 
delegates as the conference’s delegation to 
the church’s North Central Jurisdictional 
Conference, which will be held in July 2012 
in Akron, Ohio.

Special guests and offerings
Rudolph Merab, lay leader to the Libe-

ria Annual Conference, will be among the 
special guests of the conference Friday af-
ternoon as part of the conference’s celebra-
tion of its partnership with the west African 
country which is still recovering from a 14-
year civil war.  The conference has focused 
on four critical areas: educational scholar-
ships for children; pastoral salary support; 
funds to rebuild churches and schools; and 
funds to provide bed nets to combat malaria.

Conferees will be collecting special of-
ferings will include funding for construction 
of the John Kofi Asmah School in Monro-
via, Liberia; an offering for Africa Univer-
sity; the Tom Brown Scholarship at Wiley 
College, one of the denomination’s Black 
Colleges; and one for this year’s class of 
ordinands who will be going as a group to 
engage in mission work.

The conference is also collecting hand 
towels and cleaning supplies for flood buck-
ets to assist with the aftermath of flooding in 
southern Illinois. These supplies will be giv-
en to the Midwest Mission Distribution Cen-
ter in Chatham and sent as part of the United 
Methodist disaster response to the area.

IGRC Director of Connectional Ministries Kent Lolling points out a change in the floor plan for the 
2011 Annual Conference.  Photos by Paul Black.

Electronic voting 
instructions
Again this year we will use electronic keypads to register 
our votes during the Annual Conference session. This sys-
tem will be used for both legislative items requiring a Yes/
No vote as well as electing six clergy and six lay delegates 
for General Conference, and additional six lay and clergy for 
Jurisdictional Conference and two additional lay and clergy 
alternates for Jurisdictional Conference in 2012.

Picking up your keypad: Unlike previous years, keypads will be picked up as 
part of the registration process outside Hall C, and members will keep them 
through the duration of the annual conference. This is necessary in order to prop-
erly assign clergy keypads to clergy and laity keypads to laity. Persons who have 
pre-registered will also need to pick up their keypad outside Hall C.

Separate channels for laity/clergy: In order to ensure laity vote for laity and 
clergy only vote for clergy, your keypad will have a colored dot. All laity key-
pads will either have a red or blue dot; all clergy keypads will have a yellow or 
green dot. When a clergy vote is taken, laity keypads will be inactive and during 
laity votes, clergy keypads will be inactive. When a vote is taken on a question 
requiring a Yes/No response, then all keypads will be active and capable of reg-
istering a vote.

Candidate numbers: All clergy candidates are four-digit numbers beginning with 
the number “1.” All laity candidates are four-digit numbers beginning with the 
number “2.”

Use the ballot worksheet: In order to facilitate your voting, you are strongly 
urged to use the ballot worksheets included in the pre-Conference workbook. 
The worksheets allow one to make their selections and have their numbers ready 
to enter when Bishop Palmer calls for a ballot.
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2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

AGENDA Wednesday

VENDOR Exhibits

12:15 - 1:30 PM

“+” Indicates the Item is an Order of the Day.

*Balloting conducted throughout the agenda

Secretarial Staff Training – Room 135

+ Clergy Session at Pere Marquette

Registration- Terrazzo Lobby

Laity Session – Grand Ballroom

Memorial Service, Baptismal Renewal 
& Holy Communion
 
Preaching: Bishop Woodie W. White
Celebrants: Bishop Palmer & Bishop White 
Offering: John Kofi Asmah UM School

TRANSITION BREAK

Call to Order & Organizational Motions

Electronic Voting Training & Ballot

Roll Call

“Intentional Faith Development: Growing up 
to the full measure of Jesus Christ”  

Text: Ephesians 4:13

8:40 - 9:30 PM

2:00 – 5:00 PM

2:00 – 9:00 PM

4:30 - 6:30 PM

7:00 - 8:30 PM

8:30 - 8:40 PM

Morning communion services
The IGRC Chapter of the Order of St. Luke will administer communion at 7:30 a.m. 
each morning before annual conference sessions begin.  All members and guests of annual 
conference are welcome to attend.  Begin each day in prayer and communion with God in 
preparation for the sessions.

Annual Conference Portal site URL:  www.igrc.org/annualsession
Live Streaming URL: www.igrc.org/ac2011live
Twitter feeds:  Special hashtag is #IGRC2011
Facebook URL: Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference 2011
(http://www.facebook.com/#!/home.php?sk=group_361993623302)

Bishop Woodie W. White, 
Memorial Service and Ordination Service Preacher
White is Bishop in Residence at Candler School of Theology, 
Emory University in Atlanta, Ga.  Bishop White retired in 2004 
after serving 12 years in the Indiana Area. Elected a bishop in 
1984, White's first assignment was as bishop of the Illinois Area 
where he presided over the former Central and Southern Illinois 
conferences from 1984 to 1992. From 1969 to 1984, White 
was General Secretary of the General Commission on Religion 
and Race and served as president of the Council of Bishops in 

1996-1997 and president of the General Board of Discipleship from 1988 to 1992.

SPECIAL Meals
Good News Dinner
Laity Box Meal -- Club House Croissant
Laity Box Meal -- Peoria Grinder
Laity Box Meal -- Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad
Memorial Attendees Dinner
Conference Secretaries Lunch
Worship & Hospitality Dinner
Communication Helpers

Garrett-Evangelical Alumni Breakfast
Eden Theological Seminary
United Voices for Children Breakfast

220
Ballroom
Ballroom
Ballroom
135
135
203
202

403
200
220

Dr. Myron McCoy, 
Clergy Session Speaker
Dr. Myron McCoy has been president of St. Paul School of 
Theology since August 2003. Bringing more than two decades 
of experience in local church leadership, including serving as a 
District Superintendent, Myron McCoy came to Kansas City from 
Chicago, where he served as Senior Pastor of St. Mark United 
Methodist Church in the Northern Illinois Conference from 1992 
until 2003.

GUEST Speakers

STAY CONNECTED with Annual Conference 2011

Advance Office – New York
Africa University Partnership 
    Committee
Alain Rocourt Endowment
Aldersgate Federal CU
Aldersgate Renewal Ministries
Board of Church & Society
Camping and Retreat Ministries
Carbon Cliff Summer Lunch Program
Christian Educators Fellowship
Church World Service
Commission on Archives and History
Commission on Religion and Race
Commission on the Status and
     Role of Women
Committee on Native American
Common Place
Conference Disaster Response Team
Cunningham Children’s Home
Day Spring
Deaf/Hard of Hearing Ministry
Disability Concerns
District Directors of Lay Speaking
Eagle House Ministries
Eastern Blakan Consultation
Eden Theological Seminary
Ethnic Local Church Committee
Extension Ministries
Fusion Church
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary
General Bd. of Discipleship
Golden Cross
Heifer International UMM
Hispanic Ministry Team
Hogs In Ministry Rantoul

IGRC Board of Higher Education
IGRC Honduras Summit
Il Heartland Emmaus
Illinois Churches in Action on Alcohol and   
     Addiction Problems
Kumler Outreach Ministries
Liberia Task Force
Living The Adventure Ministries
Marriage Encounter United Methodist
Methodist Theological School in Ohio
Midwest Mission Distribution Center
New Streams
Nomads
Older Adult Ministries
Parish Nurse/Health Ministries
Preachers Aid & Central Conference 
     Pension Initiative
SBC 21
Scouting Ministry
Shalom Zone
St. Paul School of Theology
The John Wesley Fellowship of Illinois
The Order of St. Luke
UM Foundation
UMMCU
United Methodist Communications
United Methodist Men
United Media Resource Center
United Methodist Women
United Voices for Children
Vermillion River District Emergency 
     Response Team
Volunteers in Mission
Wiley College

33
12

66
24
32
20

3
36
55
64
34
13
21

11
38
59
43
10

25,26
27
54
49

6
73
14
37
48
74
41

50,51,52,53
30

16,17,18
Free Standing

77,78,79,80
7,8
29
75

19
9

28
35
72
61

1,2
58
57
56

67,68,69

15
76
31
71
39
40
65
23

62,63
47

A,B,C,D
42
22
60

4,5
70
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3:30-5:30 PM

Call to Order

Courtesies & Electronic Voting Reminder

Morning Manna  – Bishop Gregory V. Palmer

Intentional Faith Development: 
What is a disciple?

Initial Presentation of Conference Budget

Preacher’s Aid Society & Benefit Fund

Report & Resolution on Pension 
and Health Benefit

2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

AGENDA Thursday
“Intentional Faith Development: Growing up 
to the full measure of Jesus Christ”  

Text: Ephesians 4:13

BREAK

Board of Ordained Ministry 

Presentation of Ordinands

Presentation of Provisional Members

+Guest Speaker: Dr. Paul Chilcote

RECESS

Gathering for worshipful work

Episcopal Address

Africa University & Offering

Reports & Resolutions

BREAK

Service of Recognition of Retirees

Service of Commissioning
Preaching: Rev. Lori Bultemeier 

Reception for Retirees & Commissioned Clergy 
Exhibit Hall D

6:00 PM

Gathering Time: 
Imagine No Malaria Dinner 
Speaker: Mike McCurry
Offering: Imagine No Malaria

Dinner Serving Time

10:15 – 10:30 AM

8:30 - 10:15 PM

10:30 - 12:00 PM

12:00 - 1:30 PM

1:30 - 3:15 PM

3:15-3:30 PM

5:30 PM RECESS

6:30 PM

Mike McCurry,
All-Conference dinner speaker
An active United Methodist, Mike McCurry is Lay Leader of his 
local congregation. He was a delegate from the Baltimore-Wash-
ington Conference to the UMC General Conference in 2004 
and 2008 and he serves on the denomination’s communications 
agency, UMCom. He is also a member of the executive commit-
tee of the UMC’s Global Health Initiative, one of the church’s 
four priority focus areas and the entity responsible for the Imagine 

No Malaria campaign.

McCurry is a veteran political strategist and spokesperson with nearly 35 years of experience 
in Washington D.C. McCurry served in the White House as press secretary to President 
Bill Clinton (1995-1998). He also served as spokesman for the Department of State 
(1993-1995) and director of communications for the Democratic National Committee 
(1988-1990).

Dr. Paul Chilcote
Thursday Theologian in Residence
Dr. Paul W. Chilcote is Professor of Historical Theology & Wes-
leyan Studies and Director of the Center for Applied Wesleyan 
Studies at Ashland Theological Seminary in Ohio. He has been 
involved in theological education on three continents, serving as 
a missionary, with his wife, Janet, in Kenya, and as a charter 
faculty member of Africa University in Zimbabwe. He has taught 
as well at the Methodist Theological School in Ohio and Duke 

Divinity School, and helped to launch the Dunnam Campus of Asbury Theological Seminary 
in Florida.

Rev. Lori Bultemeier
Retiree Recognition and Commissioning Service preacher
Rev. Lori Bultemeier is a Deacon in Full Connection and serves as 
Christian Life Coordinator at The Baby Fold.  Her current assign-
ment is working with residential children, ages 3 to 13, to meet 
their faith needs. Bultemeier has been employed by the social 
service agency for 25 years and has taught at Hammitt School 
with children who have severe behavior, learning, and emotional 
problems. She consults as an Education Specialist at Hammitt 

School as well as in the public school system; speaks to churches and community groups 
about The Baby Fold and related services; and conducts in-services and workshops on topics 
related to children and families. 

GUEST Speakers

Morning communion services
The IGRC Chapter of the Order of St. Luke will administer communion at 7:30 a.m. 
each morning before annual conference sessions begin.  All members and guests of annual 
conference are welcome to attend.  Begin each day in prayer and communion with God in 
preparation for the sessions.

SPECIAL Meals
All Conference Dinner 
     (children's ticket - 12 and under)

IGRC Commission on Communications
Hispanic Ministries/Ethnic Local 
     Concerns/Religion & Race Lunch
Golden Cross Lunch
Retired Ministers and Spouses Lunch
United Methodist Foundation Lunch
John Wesley Fellowship of Illinois Lunch

St. Paul School of 
     Theology Lunch
Fellowship of Local Pastors & 
     Assoc. Members Lunch
Liberian Reunion Lunch
COSROW Lunch
Daily Lunch Buffet

Ballroom

135
404

403
221-222
408
405-406

202

407

401
209
Hall D
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2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

AGENDA Friday
“Intentional Faith Development: Growing up 
to the full measure of Jesus Christ”  

Text: Ephesians 4:13

3:30-5:00 PM

Call to Order

Courtesies

Morning Manna –Bishop Gregory V. Palmer

BREAK

Cabinet Address

Laity Address

Board of Trustees Report

Recognition of Churches Completing 
their Mission

Nominations Initial Presentation

RECESS

Gathering for worshipful work

Intentional Faith Development: 
What does a disciple do? 

UMCOR/Advance – Cynthia Harvey

Celebration of New Church Starts

Liberia Report

Reports & Resolutions

BREAK

Central Conference Pension Initiative

Reports & Resolutions

7:00 PM Worship: Ordination & 
Holy Communion
Preaching: Bishop Woodie W. White
Celebrant: Bishop Palmer & Bishop White
Offering: Ordinands Mission Trip
Receiving Line in outside Hall D

RECESS

8:30 - 10:15 AM

10:15 – 10:30 AM

10:30 - 12:00 PM

12:00 - 1:30 PM

1:30 - 3:15 PM

3:15-3:30 PM

5:00 - 7:00 PM

Rev. Cynthia Fierro Harvey
Associate General Secretary
United Methodist Committee on Relief
UMCOR/Advance Presentation
The Rev. Cynthia Fierro Harvey is head of the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. She was elected in April 2010 by the di-
rectors of the General Board of Global Ministries and succeeded 
the Rev. Sam Dixon, who was killed in the earthquake that shook 
Haiti in January 2010.

A pastor from Texas with a background in the local church, international health ministries, 
domestic disaster relief, and organizational management,  Harvey worked with Texas Confer-
ence disaster relief responses to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005 and Hurricane Ike. The 
Texas Conference covers a large part of east Texas, including the Houston metropolitan area.

She has international experience in health ministries through a partnership program between 
the Texas Conference and the Côte d'Ivoire Annual Conference in West Africa. She helped 
to coordinate the distribution of almost a million mosquito nets in Côte d'Ivoire in 2008. 
She related to UMCOR in both of these efforts.

Dr. Kenda Creasy Dean
Friday’s Theologian in Residence
Kenda Creasy Dean is an ordained United Methodist minister and 
Professor of Youth, Church and Culture at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, where she works closely with the Institute for Youth 
Ministry.  She is the author of Almost Christian: What the Faith 
of Our Teenagers is Telling the American Church.

A graduate of Miami University (Ohio), Kenda and her husband 
Kevin taught at Ball State University before attending Wesley 

Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C. Before receiving her PhD from Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary, she was a pastor and campus minister in Maryland. She has two almost-
launched children, and lives with her family in Princeton, N.J.

GUEST Speakers

Special offerings
IGRC congregations are urged to take up special offerings prior to Annual Confer-
ence and then send those offerings with their lay member or pastor to be placed in 
the offering plate at the appropriate time for that offering. The offering is under-
stood to be a collection taken from the entire annual conference, not just its elected 
representatives.

The 2011 Annual Conference will have offerings for the following: 
John Kofi Asmah School in Liberia -- Opening worship
The construction of this school located in the West Point section of Monrovia, was 
sparked several years ago by conference laity. The offering seeks to finish the con-
struction of this much-needed school.

Africa University -- Thursday afternoon
This offering underscores the strong commitment of the conference to Africa Uni-
versity and will assist in providing scholarships for students

Imagine No Malaria, Thursday's All-Conference Dinner
IGRC congregations are encouraged to take up a special offering for Imagine No 
Malaria prior to Annual Conference and then have the pastor and lay member bring 
the offering to the All-Conference Dinner. Churches will receive credit for the gift 
toward their congregation's pledge to the Imagine No Malaria campaign.

Continued on pg. 15, see Special Offerings

Morning communion services
The IGRC Chapter of the Order of St. Luke will administer communion at 7:30 a.m. 
each morning before annual conference sessions begin.  All members and guests of annual 
conference are welcome to attend.  Begin each day in prayer and communion with God in 
preparation for the sessions.
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2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

AGENDA Saturday
“Intentional Faith Development: Growing up 
to the full measure of Jesus Christ”  

Text: Ephesians 4:13

3:30 PM

Call to Order

Courtesies

Morning Manna –Bishop Gregory V. Palmer

Intentional Faith Development: 
Why are you a disciple? 

Children of the Annual Conference   

IGRC Award Video

Annual Conference Foundation 

Nominations Report for Approval

BREAK

Black College Fund:
Ambassador Courtneika Hudson
Offering: Tom Brown Scholarship 
for Wiley College

Reports and Resolutions

+ ADJOURNMENT

Gathering for worshipful work

Reports and Resolutions

Service of Appointments & 
Recognition of Superintendents

RECESS

8:30 - 10:15 AM

10:15 – 10:30 AM

10:40 - 12:00 PM

12:00 - 1:00 PM

1:10 - 3:30 PM

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer
Morning Manna Preacher
Bishop Palmer returns again for a third year with the very popular 
Morning Manna devotional on Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
mornings. Presiding over his third session of the Illinois Great Riv-
ers Conference, Bishop Palmer previously served in the Iowa Area 
prior to being assigned to the Illinois Area in 2008.

From 2008 to 2010, Bishop Palmer served as president of the 
Council of Bishops. Since then, he chaired The Call to Action 

Steering Team was created by the Council of Bishops and the Connectional Table to guide 
our denominational response to the mission of the church to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world and focus our ministry efforts around global health, ministry 
with the poor, growing congregations and developing leaders. Most recently, he is convener 
of the Steering Team's Interim Operations Team, who will serve to guide change management 
and work with the Council of Bishops, the Connectional Table, the general agencies and 
many others to develop and implement work plans in stages leading up to and beyond the 
2012 General Conference.

Courtneika Hudson
Black College Fund Ambassador
Courtneika A. Hudson is the 2011 Lina H. McCord Ambas-
sador who has several years of dedicated service to the mission 
of the Black College Fund. An active member at Capital View 
UMC in Atlanta, Ga., where she serves as a greeter, usher for 
the young adult ministry and in involved in the drama department 
both in mime and praise dance. Upon graduation from Paine Col-
lege, Hudson plans to attend the American University to pursue 
film production.

GUEST Speakers

Ordinands' Mission Trip, Friday's Ordination Service
Funds go to support a mission trip experience for newly-ordained clergy.
Tom Brown Scholarship, Wiley College, Saturday morning
For the past 25 years, annual conferences have provided funds through a special 
offering to fund this scholarship named after a pastor in the former Central Illinois 
Conference who actively supported the Historical Black College during his life-
time.

Collection of hand towels
In addition to monetary offerings, the 2011 Annual Conference is being challenged 
to bring 30,000 hand towels for the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. The hand 
towels are included in UMCOR health kits and need to be newly-purchased, mea-
suring between 15" by 25" and 17" by 27". The Iowa Conference has challenged 
the IGRC in a friendly competition to see who can bring the most hand towels to 
annual conference.

The MMDC will also accept items for cleaning buckets due to demand for these 
items brought on by recent tornados and flooding.  Only the cleaning materials are 
needed; the MMDC has an adequate bucket supply in which to assemble and place 
the cleaning items. Visit www.igrc.org/cleaningbuckets for a complete list of items.

The collection hours that the Midwest Mission Distribution Center's truck 
will be available at Annual Conference are:
Wednesday, June 1: 1 to 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 2 and Friday, June 3: 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Special Offerings (continued from pg. 14)

Morning communion services
The IGRC Chapter of the Order of St. Luke will administer communion at 7:30 a.m. 
each morning before annual conference sessions begin.  All members and guests of annual 
conference are welcome to attend.  Begin each day in prayer and communion with God in 
preparation for the sessions.

SPECIAL Meals
Illinois Wesleyan University Lunch
Reconciling Uniting Ministries 
     of Illinois Lunch
Africa University Lunch
Clergy Couples Lunch
Order of St. Luke Lunch
ILCAAAP Lunch
Candler Club Lunch
Asbury Seminary Alumni and 
     Friends Dinner
Daily Lunch Buffet
Social Justice Dinner
Volunteers in Mission Dinner
United Methodist Women Dinner
McKendree University Dinner
Ordinands Dinner with Bishop Palmer

211
401

209
408
203
403
210
404

Hall D
407
402
405-406
408
135

Commission on Archives & History
Certified Lay Ministers
Box Meal -- Asian Noodle Salad
Box Meal -- Roast Turkey Pita
Box Meal -- Club House Croissant

209
210
Hall D
Hall D
Hall D

Friday Saturday

2011
Annual

 Con erence
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The 2011 Annual Conference will elect six clergy 
to represent the Illinois Great Rivers Conference at the 
2012 General Conference in Tampa, Fla.

Forty clergy have indicated they would be willing to 
serve if elected by the annual conference.

Price, Dennis - Dennis D Price. Husband; 
Father; Grandfather; Pastor of Troy Unit-
ed Methodist Church, Troy, IL; Pastor of 
Worden United Methodist Church, Wor-
den, IL; Contender of the faith once for all 
handed down to the saints.

Adams, Andy - Graduate of Asbury Theo-
logical Seminary; Ordained in 2007; One 
of few IGRC clergy under 35; Current and 
founding pastor of Quest UMC, with over 
67% adults under 35; Passionate about 
global church and reaching his genera-
tion for Christ – over 25 baptisms and 30 
professions of faith at Quest since 2009.
 

Booker-Jones, Rose - Elder/Full Connec-
tion. Pastor Peoria Bethel UMC; Board of 
Ordained Ministry – served as Chair and 
Vice; COS Instructor; National Program 
Chair, Strengthening Black Church 21st 
Century; Jurisdictional Delegate 2008. 
Called to serve. Committed to Jesus 
Christ and the mission of The Church.

Davis, Sidney - As a child, Sidney attend-
ed General Conference with his father in 
1972.  He became a local pastor in 1983 
and an elder in 1988 -- Sidney has 28 
years of pastoral ministry experience and 
a deep love for God and the people of the 
United Methodist Church.

Harry, Dan - Dan Harry, Superintendent 
of the Illinois River District.  He serves on 
the Conference Board of Ordained Minis-
try, Committee on Native American Min-
istries, Strengthening the Black Church 
Task Force, and Conference Board of 
Trustees.  He previously served as Chair 
-Congregational Development & Visions 
Committee of the former Southern Illinois 
Conference.

Herath, Robert - Directing Pastor of 
Mossville UMC.  He and his wife, Julie, 
have three daughters.  Bob has served 
appointments in both rural communities 
and inner city congregations.  His experi-
ences include serving on Area Committee 
on Episcopacy, Conference Nominating 
Committee, District Committee on Minis-
try,   He is also a Candidacy Mentor.

McCoy, Robb - Ordained in 2010, Mc-
Coy served for 4.5 years as the pastor of 
Chenoa UMC before being appointed as 
the associate pastor of Moline-Riverside 
UMC.  In 2010 he played football for the 
Twin City Dawgs. He has recently re-
turned from a trip to Liberia and served 
on the VRD connectional table.

Arnold, Mary - East Peoria First UMC, 
finds joy working with people who are 
growing in their faith and love of Jesus 
Christ.  She has 20 years’ experience 
faithfully serving the local church, district, 
and conference, living and testifying to 
the transforming power of God’s great 
love for all people.

Crede, Gay King - Chaplain at Cunning-
ham Children’s Home.  Served various 
sized congregations since 1983.  Joys: 
Creating uplifting worship, outreach to 
the poor and children, extending God’s 
grace to those excluded. Served on Em-
maus teams and BOM.  Currently on 
Conference Pastoral Care and Counsel-
ing Board and President of the National 
Chaplain’s Association for Youth at Risk.

Goodell, Thomas - Directing pastor at 
Crossroads UMC, a congregation of 800 
worshipers.  Also served as Director of 
the Wesley Foundation at Eastern Illinois 
University, pastor of St. Luke’s UMC in 
Maryville, associate pastor at First UMC 
in Normal, and pastor of Cropsey-Strawn 
UMC.

Hartley, Ted - Johnston City and Stiritz 
United Methodist Church; Delegate to 
2001 World Methodist Conference; Annu-
al Conference Secretarial Staff; CO-Chair 
Fellowship of LP and Associate Mem-
bers; CORR JURISDICTIONAL Meet-
ing Host; Worship Director Illinois Area 
Church Conference; Annual Conference 
Sessions; Wesley Foundation Board; Mt. 
Vernon Children’s Home Board

Isbell, Sara - Lifelong IL UM.  Served: 
campus ministry, children’s ministry, 
downtown church, currently pastor Cha-
tham UMC.  Committees: Cong. Dev., 
Sessions (Worship), Church & Society, 
Sangamon DCOM, Connectional Table.  
GETS 2003; FE 2006.  General/Juris. 
Conf. 2008.  Values: peace, justice, in-
clusiveness, making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world!

Logsdon,  Thomas - has successfully 
served The United Methodist Church on 
all levels from parish pastor to denomi-
national mission executive. Passionate 
about mission, evangelism, and disciple 
formation, he has taught Course of Study, 
13 Schools for License as Local Pastor, 
and 14 Regional and Conference Schools 
of Christian Mission.

Ozment, Timothy - At 16 God called me 
to be a pastor and to ministry within the 
UMC.  BA ‘97, M-Div ‘91, D-Min ’07.  SLP 
‘85, PM ‘90, FM ‘92; currently serving 
Marion Aldersgate.  Served on: Conf. Ed., 
Annual Conf. Sessions, CDC, DCOM, and 
elected to Gen. BOD in 2010.

Bishop, Shane - Senior Pastor of Fair-
view Heights Christ 1997-Present.  Dis-
tinguished Evangelist of the UMC Award 
2010.  General and Jurisdictional Con-
ference delegate 2000, 2004 and 2008.  
Jurisdictional Episcopacy Committee.  
Watching God move at Christ Church has 
fueled my passion for seeing God move 
across our connection.  

Crozier, Kathy - Kathy Crozier, Chair, Or-
der of Deacons: District Leader, Imagine 
No Malaria  (Provisional member: 2005, 
Ordained: 2008).  Kathy’s ministry priori-
ties include proclaiming the Truth found in 
the Bible, exhorting and leading the UMC 
in ministry with the poor, and challenging 
clergy to be faithful to their high calling.

Griffith, Jan - Superintendent (5 years); 
Cabinet Co-Chair (2 years); Chair - 
BOOM; Chair - Order of Elder; Conference 
Hispanic Ministry Team; CCFA; General/
Jurisdictional Conference 2004;  School 
of Congregational Development (4 years).  
Recently participated in 2 events re: GC 
2012 legislation [clergy pension/benefits 
and the financial future of the UMC].

Hempstead, Camilla - Associate pas-
tor, Bloomington Wesley UMC. She has 
served under appointment for 20 years, 
serving on three dCOMs, currently as 
VRD registrar.  She is also a candidacy 
mentor.  She and her husband Jeff (retired 
USAF) have two children.  Her desire is to 
connect people with Christ for a lifetime 
of service.

Lakota-Eastin, Carol - Pastor of Rantoul 
First UMC.  Has served as local pastor, 
missionary with American Indians, pas-
toral counselor. On General Commission 
on Christian Unity and Interreligious Con-
cerns; co-chairs  2012 Act of Repentance 
Task Force/ healing relationships with in-
digenous people; World Methodist Coun-
cil; Native American Comprehensive Plan; 
NCJCONAM

McClarey, Jim - Spouse – Lisa. Children – 
Rachel (24), Eric (22).  Interests – sports, 
reading.  Appointments – Perry/ Baylis/ 
Fishhook, Winchester, Savoy.  Led two 
church building projects, concentrating 
each on how a building is a tool for the 
true work of advancing Christ’s Kingdom 
through evangelism and mission.

Perry, Roger - I am the lead pastor at 
Christ United Methodist Church, East 
Moline, in the beautiful Quad City area 
near THE Great River that borders our 
conference.  I have served as a Jurisdic-
tional Delegate twice and as an alternate 
delegate to General Conference.

The 2012 General Conference

Clergy Candidates
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Rhein, Alan - I am privileged to serve as 
a local church pastor serving Carbon-
dale First United Methodist Church. I 
have served churches in Mounds, West 
Frankfort, Harrisburg, and Mt. Vernon. I, 
also, served as District Superintendent 
of the Kaskaskia River District from 2002 
to 2009. I was elected Jurisdictional Del-
egate in 2004.

Savage, Gerald L. - is pastor of Wanda 
UMC, Roxana, IL.  He has been a mem-
ber of the IGRC since 1997.  He has and 
continues to serve on several Conference 
and Jurisdictional boards and commit-
tees, some of which he has chaired.  He 
is committed to doing good to the glory 
of God.

Stockle, Rachel - has led churches in a 
variety of settings, from rural to suburban, 
single and multiple point charges.  She 
has served on district and conference 
committees and has been active in Walk 
to Emmaus and Chrysalis throughout the 
state.  She loves the United Methodist 
Church and being a pastor.

Thompson, Jeremiah - Life-long United 
Methodist, Lay Delegate to General Con-
ference in 2000, Lay Delegate to Juris-
dictional Conference 2000, 2004, US2 
Missionary of the UMC 2002-04, Board 
of Directors GBGM 2004-08, Commis-
sioned 2007, Ordained 2010, Associate 
Pastor Mahomet UMC, 2007-present, 
committed to a Wesleyan message of be-
ing evangelical and socially progressive.

White, Howard - Dr. White has experience 
with issues coming before GC, including 
Ordination, Conference Membership, Re-
cruitment, Young Adult Ministry and Cam-
pus Ministry.  BOM, DCOM, Instructor at 
License School and Course of Study.  
Moving to Macomb, has served Urbana 
Wesley Church and Foundation, Bethalto, 
Williamsville, Mt. Vernon, and Wesley’s 
Chapel in London.

J Keith Zimmerman - Served rural/small 
town churches, as well as mid-size/larger 
community churches prior to becoming 
district superintendent; twice co-chair of 
Cabinet; past chair of Board of Ordained 
Ministry; committed to fruitful clergy and 
lay leadership through coaching and 
leadership development; elected del-
egate to 2008 General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. 

Atchinson, Sharon - is a member of Cross 
Road UMC, Cache River District.  A grad-
uate of Southern Illinois University, she is 
a social worker and employed as Director 
of the homeless shelter in Marion, IL. She 
is a retired federal manager and former 
city commissioner. She is a certified lay 
speaker.

Pyatt, Bill - 2008 Jurisdictional Confer-
ence- Reserve delegate; Vice-Chair of 
NCJ Mission Council; Covenant Care 
Team (2001-2008), Study on Ministe-
rial Advocacy (SOMA), co-chair Order of 
Elders (2004-2008). Pastoral Care and 
Counseling 2009-present.  Will research 
issues relevant to IGRC congregations 
and clergy. Will work with others to ac-
complish common goals.

Robinson, Randy - I am passionately com-
mitted to: local churches’ revitalization by 
challenging congregations to practice the 
Wesleyan means of grace consistently; rural 
churches’ empowerment by facilitating co-
operative ministry; clergy well-being through 
covenant discipleship groups for support, 
nurture, accountability; denominational re-
vival through deepening engagement with 
our mission to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ.

Schultz, David - Currently serving Orion, 
David Schultz has also directed a seven-
church cooperative parish. Connection-
ally minded, he has served with the Com-
munications Commission, Connectional 
Table, Personnel Committee, Rural Wit-
ness Team and as a Care Guide. He has 
also written two books, including his lat-
est, “The Mission of Pentecost.”

Swanson, Eric - is a 30 year old recently 
ordained pastor living with his wife Cori in 
Peoria.  Eric has served as a Wesley Foun-
dation director while in seminary, pastor 
of Illinois City & Pine Bluff churches and 
now serves as Contemporary & Missions 
Ministry Pastor at Peoria First UMC.

VanGiesen, Rick - What you really want 
in a Delegate is someone who can grasp 
the complex issues of the day and rep-
resent our annual conference positively. 
Indications are that cataclysmic changes 
in UMC finances and benefits are neces-
sary. I think my experience and relation-
ships could serve the IGRC well in this 
role.

Wilkes-Null, Beverly - I am requesting 
your support because I love Jesus Christ, 
the Church universal, and I am willing to 
work with others to bring about positive 
change.  If elected, I will support pol-
ity changes that will empower the laity, 
strengthen the clergy and renew the local 
church. 

Black, Paul - IGRC Director of Commu-
nications, former Assistant to the Bishop; 
General Conference delegate 2004 and 
2008; member, General Commission on 
Communications. Lay supply pastor for 
27 years. As a former Congressional staff 
member, I am able to wade through vol-
umes of legislation, clarify the issues be-
ing considered and cast an informed vote. 

Reynolds, R. David - I always appreciated 
working with our IGRC as chairperson of 
the Conference Sessions Committee.  As 
a delegate to General Conference, I shall 
continually seek the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit through the Scriptures and prayer 
on all issues.

Ross, Roger - is married to Leanne Klein 
Ross, and they have two rockin’ teenag-
ers, Zach and Jane. Roger has a passion 
for church planting and loves to see lives 
and churches transformed by Christ for 
the transformation of the world. He also 
has a weakness for golf. 

Smith, Julie - Elder (2010).  Married 
(1990) to Joe Schripsema with two chil-
dren, Frankie Ann (12) and Lyndsay Joe 
(7).  BA - 1980 from University of Illinois 
- Springfield; Juris Doctorate - 1988 from 
Southern Illinois University School of Law 
and Master of Divinity, 2007 from Garrett 
Evangelical Theological Seminary.

Sweet, Craig - In my 29th year of ministry 
I continue to feel the call to serve Christ 
and the Church as I ask for your vote to 
be a General / Jurisdictional delegate. I 
am the Chair of our IGRC Nominations 
Team and Pastor of Bourbonnais Grace, 
Vermillion River District. Thank you.

Weatherall, Sylvester - Directing Pas-
tor, Grace and Kumler United Methodist 
Churches, Springfield; graduate McKen-
dree College (1988), Eden Theological 
Seminary (1991); Recipient of the Na-
tional Evangelism Award, and The Harry 
Denman Award; Serves on conference 
committees and jurisdictional commit-
tees and commissions; Elected Delegate, 
2000 and 2004 and First-Alternate, 2008.

Woolever, Jason - graduated from Aus-
tin Seminary in 2002 and was ordained 
as an Elder in 2005. From 2002-2007 he 
served as the Associate Pastor at Pontiac 
FUMC, and he has been at Bethel UMC 
in Mascoutah since July 2007. Jason is 
35-years-old and is a conservative evan-
gelical.

Calvillo, Melissa - is Lay Leader at Car-
thage UMC, 5-year annual conference 
representative, delegate to Jurisdictional 
Conference 2008 and participated in 
General Conference as a reserve dele-
gate.  After seven years working in social 
services, she is pursuing a master’s de-
gree in nursing. She is a Deaconess can-
didate and HANA Scholarship recipient.

Brian, Sarah - Member of First UMC, 
Bridgeport; Advanced Lay Speaker; 
Sunday School teacher, member of local 
church board of trustees, member of the 
annual conference on several occasions, 
member of IGRC hospitality committee; 
present chair of Committee on Church 
Location and Building, Kaskaskia District.

Twenty-seven laypersons have indicated they would 
be willing to serve if elected by the annual conference.  
Each candidates submitted a 50-word biography to the 

Annual Conference Secretary and is included with their 
photo.

The 2012 General Conference

Lay Candidates
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Connor, Susan - I  have been on all  com-
mittees in the Sullivan First UMC, the 
Mattoon First UMC, the Demaree UMC 
and/or  Irvington UMC,  a Certified Lay 
Speaker since 2006, and representa-
tive to Annual Conference  since 1994.  I 
would be grateful for the opportunity to 
serve the IGRC.

Farren, Mindy - I  am an active member 
of Goreville United Methodist Church.  I 
have served as Sunday school teacher, 
UMW President, and as UMW district of-
ficer for Cache River District.  Currently, 
I am Coordinator of our Christian Educa-
tion/ Discipleship Team as well as a Certi-
fied Lay Speaker.

Iutzi, Fred - Age 31, is a fourth genera-
tion member of Carthage FUMC, annual 
conference member since 2006, and Vice 
Chair of the IGRC Nominations Commit-
tee. He was elected First Reserve and 
seated at 2008 Jurisdictional Conference. 
Iutzi’s university work includes agriculture 
and renewable energy, and he assists 
with the family farm.

McCray, Marian - Marian B. McCray, 
member of Cahokia Park UMC; serves as 
District Lay Leader, Mississippi River Dis-
trict; North Central Jurisdiction Commis-
sion on Religion and Race (NCJ-CORR) 
Monitoring Coordinator. Elected delegate 
2000 General and Jurisdictional Confer-
ences; Monitor for 2002, 2004 and 2008 
Jurisdictional Conferences; member of 
monitoring team, 2008 General Conf.

Prass, Alan - Executive Director of Fair-
view Heights Christ.  Member since 
1998.  Retired Lt. Colonel United States 
Air Force.  Ohio State and Embry-Riddle 
graduate.  Married for 25 years to Van-
essa Prass with two children in college.  
Has a passion for connecting people with 
Jesus Christ and growing churches.

Stauder, Anthony - Formational experi-
ences—including lifelong participation 
in Springfield Laurel’s community, Baby 
Fold camp, campus ministries, and at-
tendance at the 2001 World Methodist 
Conference—have nourished Anthony’s 
witness to the grace and love of God in 
Christ Jesus. A 2004 WIU graduate, he 
studied Religion (minor) and served in the 
Student Senate.

Williams, Robin - Age 42, resides in DeSo-
to, Illinois; married 22 years to Kevin Wil-
liams.  Mother of two children, Erin 19 and 
Denton 15.  Member, 22 year, Vergennes 
Wesley UMC (Cache River District). Cur-
rent Chairperson PPR Committee and 
Food Pantry Committee. Current school 
board member at Trinity Christian School 
of Carbondale.

Crawford, Kara - is a lay young adult who 
has been a delegate to the IGR Annual 
Conference for a number of years. She 
has served the UMC in various capaci-
ties, including two quadrenniums on the 
General Board of Church and Society and 
various young people’s committees, both 
conference and jurisdictional.

Hart, Karen - Member of Coal City United 
Methodist Church, Coal City IL.  Director 
of Welcoming/Nurturing Coal City UMC. 
Parish Nurse Coal City UMC. Completed 
Basic Lay Speaking Class 2009. Attended 
Annual Conference as Lay Delegate 2010. 
Have been a member of Coal City UMC 
since 2007. Live in Braidwood IL. with 
husband. 

Kauerhauf, John - IGRC Conference 
Chancellor (attorney) since 2001.  Mem-
ber, First United Methodist Church, 
Springfield, since 1987.  Various FUMC 
board and council leadership posts over 
the last 22 consecutive years.  Active in 
FUMC Music Ministry and Boy Scout 
Troop.  Board Member, Asbury Children’s 
Supper Hour Ministry, Springfield.  Past 
Member, Chatham United Methodist 
Church.

McQuilkin, Mary - has been active at an-
nual conference for eleven years.  She has 
been on the Hospitality Staff every year, 
frequently seen running.  She is also ac-
tive in the children’s ministry at her home 
church.  She would like to represent this 
conference at General and Jurisdictional 
Conference.

Carol Rankin - Being semi-retired from 
special education, I would have time 
and energy to serve.  Formerly a teacher 
at Chaddock; currently serving board of 
Sunset, Chaddock, and Wesley Village; 
teach SS for mentally challenged adults; 
serve on COSROW; Health and Welfare 
chair; Jurisdictional delegate 3 times; 
2011 Liberian mission trip.

Whitaker, Rhonda - General/Juris. Del-
egate 2004, 2008; Conf. Lay Leader, mem-
ber Jurisdictional & Conf. Episcopacy 
Comm,, Conf. Sessions, Nominations, Lay 
leadership Team, CCFA, ECT; President- 
Elect Cunningham Children’s Home Board, 
UMW Rep. Lessie Bates Davis Neighbor-
hood House; Certified Lay-Speaker;  Neo-
ga Grace UMC –Treasurer, Worship Com-
mittee Chair, musician; visited Liberia 2008.

Wilson, J. Lavon - A life member of Grace 
UMC, presently serves on the Conference 
Nomination Committee, Chairperson/
Conference Ethnic Local Church Concern 
Committee and Vice President/Confer-
ence United Methodist Women.  Mrs. Wil-
son has also served on numerous boards 
and committee throughout the connec-
tion and as a delegate to the General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences.

Davis, Ryan - is the son and grandson of 
United Methodist ministers.  Ryan is pres-
ently a member of the Conference Coun-
cil on Finance and Administration.  He is a 
junior at Havana High School.  Ryan has 
attended and served the Illinois Great Riv-
ers Annual Conference as a youth mem-
ber since 2009.

Hunt, Dennis - I have spent my whole life 
in the Methodist organization.  I have been 
a Lay Speaker since 1996.  My personal 
studies have led me to teach and work 
in my church.  I have a website, riverof-
forgiveness.com, which is a testament 
to my years of study.  I have seen many 
changes in my 70 years, and I believe that 
I would make a good representative of our 
shared faith.

Madding, W. Noel - Active Member of 
West UMC, Mt. Erie, IL.  Certified Lay 
Speaker since 1988.  1996 Alternate 
member North Central Jurisdictional Con-
ference; 2000 Alternate member General 
Conference for 3 days; 2000 attended 
North Central Jurisdictional Conference; 
Active in Southern Illinois Wabash Val-
ley Walk to Emmaus and Chrysalis; Work 
Service Tech/ Truck Driver.

Potts, Mike - Married to Jamee since 
1994;  we have a 13 year old daughter 
named Allison.  I have been the Execu-
tive Director of New Horizon UMC for 7 
years, also lay member and leader to An-
nual Conference.  I enjoyed helping as-
sess New Church planters and led Laity 
in Leadership workshops.

Schonert, Steve - Serving God for 55 
years in my: Community – CPA  Church– 
Treasurer, SPRC, Council Chairperson 
Conference – Congregational Develop-
ment, CCFA World – Mission trips to Li-
beria, Haiti, Mexico, Mississippi I believe 
the: Bible is the infallible word of God, 
Book of Discipline should not be changed 
in ways that conflict with God’s word.

Williams, Ava - 38 year member, Confer-
ence Director LSM 2007 to present, Con-
nectional Table, CMT 2004-2008, ERD 
Director LSM 2001-2007, ERDMT  and 
Executive Committee 2001-2007, ERD 
Administrative Assistant 1996-2001, Cer-
tified Lay Speaker 1996 to present, have 
served as parish secretary, Church Coun-
cil Chairperson, Sunday school superin-
tendent, Sunday school teacher, Trustee 
and Youth President.

Wolfe, Bunny - serves IGRC as Missions 
and Outreach Coordinator leading our 
partnership with Liberia and works with 
many committees including Volunteers 
in Mission, Board of Church and Soci-
ety, Disaster Response, United Method-
ist Women, and others.  She is a life-long 
member and understands the world-wide 
nature of The United Methodist Church.

Yockey, Carolyn - I am currently on the 
boards of Women’s Division and the Gen-
eral Board of Global Ministries and con-
tinue to serve the church at all levels. I 
was a delegate to General Conference in 
2000, 2004, and 2008 and am willing to 
serve again, with God’s help and yours.

General Conference 
April 24 - May 4, 2012

Smith, Sally - retired paralegal, member 
of Crossroads UMC in Washington. Mem-
ber of Bell Choir, Sunday School Secre-
tary, local UMW Treasurer, President of 
the Crossroads Foundation; currently 
serves as President of  IGRC UMW, mem-
ber of the Board of Directors for Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House and 
Cunningham Children’s Home, as well as 
the Laity Council at G-ETS.
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In the mid-
1990’s, as I 
was preparing 
to move to the 
New York City 
area to join the 

General Board of Global Ministries staff, 
one of my son’s friends asked me what I 
would be doing.  I gave one of my most 
eloquent interpretations of the vast min-
istry that would unfold.  He dryly and 
bluntly replied, “Oh, you’re going to 
be a bureaucrat!”  There is nothing like 
a young child to keep one focused and 
humble.  Yet, I was genuinely excited 
about being a part of the global connec-
tion of our United Methodist Church.

There is nothing 
like a young child 

to keep one focused 
and humble.

The reality is that I do love the whole 
church, along with our many related parts.  
When I was first heading to seminary I 
remember hearing the Reverend Billy 
Graham preach at a Congress on Evan-
gelism.  His words connected with my 
sense of hope and call as a young adult 
United Methodist seeking to become an 
ordained elder in our church.  I really be-

lieved that the world is our parish.  The 
great evangelist proclaimed that he did 
not know of any other denomination like 
the United Methodist Church that was so 
uniquely organized and poised to impact 
the whole world for Jesus Christ.  I have 
always seen our connectional way of liv-
ing as an asset.  I still believe the world 
is our parish.

 As we approach our 2011 Detroit 
Annual Conference session in just a few 
short days, we will be electing lay and 
clergy delegates to bring leadership at the 
2012 General Conference.  I cannot be 
elected here in Detroit, so therefore my 
comments here are not centered on me 
but out of my love for our church and a 
future that is not yet clear.  What follows 
are things that are not yet in legislative 
form, but are public conversations and/or 
documents on how we might shape our 
movement going forward globally.

What key major impact issues will we 
likely be looking at?

•  Possible substantive changes 
to the scope and role of the Council 
of Bishops.

•  Processes for recruiting, 
equipping, credentialing and 
deploying clergy leadership.  This 
may include changing concepts of 
ordination, clergy membership, 

guaranteed appointment, etc.

•  Possible common tools of 
measuring effectiveness and fruit
fulness of local churches, lay and 
clergy leadership, and those who 
supervise those settings.  Creating 
clearer systems of support, account
ability and consequence.

•  Significant consideration around 
the scope, role and existence of 
general agencies.

•  Reducing number and/or size 
of general agency boards, and 
possibly altering the current 
number of general agencies.  

•  Projecting sustainable financial 
support models, along with 
special funding foci that may 
dramatically impact marginalized 
peoples. 

•  Quadrennial budgets and their 
impact on valued emphases and 
issues of equity and access.

Why name these now if we have no 
specific legislation before us on those is-
sues?  Because you will be electing the 
leaders now who will then need to be ca-
pable and aware enough to address what 
are some of the most significant consid-
ered shifts that I have seen in my 30+ 

years in this connectional body.  We will 
be making these deliberations at a time 
when the U.S. base of the UMC is di-
minishing and the membership in African 
and Asian annual conferences is grow-
ing.  We will be looking at these issues 
at a time when the U.S. demographic is 
moving rapidly away from a dominant 
White makeup, while the U.S. base of our 
church is still 92% White.

To be sure, we will also be dealing 
with central and sensitive issues of in-
clusivity, human sexuality and identity, 
racial and gender equity, multicultural 
competency, social justice, and other 
things we may not even know about yet.  
These are all critical aspects of seeking to 
be the body of Christ in a changing and 
diverse world.  However, what tends to 
be the more emotionally charged issues 
before General Conference will not be 
the only substantive issues impacting the 
life and future vitality of our movement.  
Be prepared to care about and work for 
the whole, not just a particular part.  Be 
prepared if you are voting; be prepared if 
you are seeking to be elected.

(The Rev. Dr. Jerry DeVine is the director 
of connectional ministries for the Detroit An-
nual Conference and a clergy member of the 
West Michigan Annual Conference. Reprinted 
with permission from his blog, Perspectives 
of Hope, http://www.detroitconference.org/
blogs/author/13)

Leadership heading into the 2012 General Conference
By Dr. Jerry DeVine
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Working for 
the church, first 
at the denomi-
national level, 
then at the con-
ference level, I 
am surprised at 

how often people will open their commu-
nication with me with the words, “You 
need to understand…”  A more narcissis-
tic and ego-centric phrase may not exist, 
because the people who open with such 
a statement are not truly seeking under-
standing, but acquiescence.  

A more 
narcissistic and 

ego-centric phrase 
may not exist...

Here is how the statement breaks 
down:

You — I am abdicating all responsi-
bility for compromise or cooperation — 
the responsibility rests solely with “you”

Need to — must, should, ought to be-
cause I say so.  My wants, opinions, and 

desires must be the most important con-
sideration, and the declarative indicates 
how important my position is

Understand — you surrender any op-
position to my position and submit to my 
way of thinking.

Here are some examples from emails, 
letters, phone calls, and face-to-face en-
counters:

•  You must understand that if we 
let homosexuals in the church, I 
will leave!

•  You must understand that I left 
the church because of the way you t
reat gay and lesbian Christians.

•  You must understand that if you 
make political statements, you are 
violating your trust in the church.

•  You need to understand that 
people are tired of leaders who 
won’t take social stands and hide 
behind the Book of Discipline.

•  You need to understand that 
when you ordain women you are 
thumbing your nose at the Bible.

•  You need to understand that if 
you ordain gays, you will destroy 
the church.

•  You need to understand that if 
you support those liberals at 
Church and Society you leave us 
no choice but to withhold our 
apportionments.

•  You need to understand, if you 
keep wasting our money on stupid 
advertising campaigns we’re not 
going to keep sending in our 
apportionments.

• You need to understand that real 
ministry happens at the local 
church level and we really don’t 
need you.

...Do what I think is 
right or I will take 

my ball 
and go home.

Okay, this tiny sample illustrates the 

problem: do what I think is right or I will 
take my ball and go home.  Church in 
no way is about “us,” it is simply about 
“me.”  I am not happy — you’re not do-
ing what I think you ought to, therefore 
I will threaten to leave, withhold money, 
or I will work to split us up.  Real un-
derstanding…  (Contrast these statements 
with this note I received last week, “I 
struggle with some of the positions our 
church is taking.  I was distressed by 
news of an impending trial in our con-
ference.  How can we work together to 
move forward?”  “I” and “Our” are much 
more accessible than “You!” offered in an 
accusing voice.)

Our self-centered entitlement culture, 
mistaking opinion for truth and personal 
preference for what is right and good, un-
dermines everything noble in the church.  
Unity and reconciliation are taken out of 
the equation.  My way or the highway 
defines a growing number of people’s at-
titudes in the church.  Either I receive ev-
erything exactly the way I want it, or else.

We all see this in little children.  It 
is essentially a maturity issue — which 
is what makes it so distressing in our 

You need to understand… a statement of acquiescence
By Dan Dick

Continued on pg. 20, see Understand
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www.igrc.org
Ask for Michele Willson or email mwillson@igrc.org for rates.

217.529.2040

Reach 12,000 
INTERESTED 
READERS.

Have an IMPORANT event?

The urrent

Mission Trips to Southern Illinois…
A new ministry through Eagle House.  Johnson, Union and Pulaski counties 
are among the most depressed in the State of Illinois.  We are developing a list 
of projects ranging from painting, roofing, repairs and small additions projects 
for area residents within the three counties.  We would like to invite you to con-
sider bringing your youth group, men’s group and/or church groups to Eagle 
House and work on a mission project in our own state.   Visit our website for 
more information.

Revivals…
Evangelist Alan D. Milligan has been the Illinois Great River General Confer-
ence Evangelist since 1986.  He would love to come to your church to preach 
a Revival.  Call or visit our website to schedule a Revival for your church and 
community.  Thursday through Sunday Nights work best for his schedule.

Eagle House Ministries...
Eagle House Ministries is a small ministry that reaches a broad range of people 
throughout the entire year.  Daniel and Jennifer Money, Alan and JoEllen’s son-
in-law and daughter, have moved to Southern Illinois to partner with Eagle 
House in Ministry.  Evangelist Alan Milligan and his entire family including 
his daughter, Katie who serves as the secretary.  are excited to serve the LORD 
through this ministry.  Much of the ministry focuses on youth and discipleship 
training.  Eagle House has been around a long time.  Check us out and call us 
for more information.  Visit our display table at Annual Conference.

Eagle House Ministries News

618.658.8116
www.eaglehouseministries.com

adult church members.  Note I don’t 
say “Christians,” but church members.  
Christianity, by definition, is a corporate 
and communal belief system.  We are the 
church.  Each individual is NOT a church 
unto him- or herself.  If there is no body, 
there is no Christ.  To be Christian means 
we must set aside childish ways and learn 
to play well with others — everyone on 
the playground.  So, Christians don’t be-
have this way, but church members — 
those who believe that they have joined 
a club and pay dues and are customers to 
be served — do.  We need to work on the 
transformation of church members into 
Christians (and Christians into disciples).

Churches for too long have lost their 
fundamental courage.  We are so scared 
that someone might leave that we toler-
ate horrendous behavior.  There is no 
accountability and widespread conflict 
avoidance.  We let everyone call their 
own shots.  Every member can decide 
for him-/herself what it means to be in-
volved.  How many times do we witness 
a church ready to make a major decision 
and suddenly dozens of inactive members 
show up for the express purpose of voting 
against it?  Behaviors that would cause us 
to ground our own children run rampant 
throughout many congregations.  Pas-
sive-aggressive, aggressive-aggressive, 
and downright outrageous acting-out are 
normal.

Recently in the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, a letter went out from our 
bishop in support of those families af-
fected by action to eliminate collective 
bargaining at the state level.  All the let-
ter did was remind our members and in-
form our communities that The United 
Methodist Church has long supported 
economic justice through collective bar-
gaining.  It is part of our doctrine and 
polity.  It is in our Social Principles.  It 

is what The United Methodist Church be-
lieves and has adopted through its policy-
making structures.  Oh, man, you should 
hear all the “you need to understand” re-
sponses to this letter!  Our bishop didn’t 
make this up — our whole denomination 
did.  The negative response to the posi-
tion doesn’t indicate that there is anything 
wrong with the church, but that many of 
our members are fundamentally ignorant 
about what The United Methodist Church 
holds as basic doctrine and polity.  None 
of the critics feel that they “need to un-
derstand” anything beyond their own per-
sonal opinion.  They just feel that those 
in leadership “need to understand,” what 
they don’t like.

This is simply a cultural sign of the 
times.  Consumeristic, individualistic, 
materialistic, narcissistic, ego-centric 
“its-all-about-me-ism” dominates the 
scene.  There is never going to be a single 
church where everyone agrees and every-
one believes the same things.  It is one of 
the defining features of Methodism — we 
make space at the table for the widest pos-
sible array of God’s children.  Ideally, we 
don’t threaten, we don’t judge, we don’t 
harass and harangue, and we don’t make 
the mistake of thinking that our faith is 
fundamentally “all about us” individually.  
We strive to serve God.  I personally don’t 
care about conservative or liberal, straight 
or gay, married or divorced, male or fe-
male, biblical literalists or post-modern 
critics, ethnicity or maturity.  I didn’t sign 
on to serve a constituency or a caucus.  I 
signed on to serve God, and I believe God 
wants us all together, so I will continue to 
try my best to serve everyone.  Perhaps 
this means “I don’t understand…” or per-
haps it does.

(Dan Dick is the Director of Connectional 
Ministries for the Wisconsin Annual Confer-
ence. Reprinted with permission from Rev. 
Dick’s May 9 blog, United Methodeviations, 
http://doroteos2.wordpress.com)
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