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NEWS From The Episcopal Office

Bishop to lead Holy Land trip
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton will lead a 10-day trip to the Holy Land Feb.
11-20, 2014.
All inclusive packages starting from $3,196 with departures from St.
Louis, Chicago or Indianapolis available. Information on the trip and a
downloadable brochure is available by visiting: www.igrc.org/holylandtrip.
Discounts are available for early registration based upon when a $300
deposit to hold your place is paid. The full itinerary includes:
• Days 1 and 2: Travel Days
• Day 3 to Galilee
• Day 4 to Nazareth, Megiddo
and Caesarea
• Day 5 to Jericho, Qumran and
the Mount of Olives
• Day 6 to Jerusalem and
Bethlehem
• Day 7 to Jerusalem and the

Old City
• Day 8 to Masada and the Dead
Sea or Day of Leisure
• Day 9 to Jerusalem
• Day 10: Travel date or beginning one of two extensions
-- Cairo and the Route of the
Exodus – 4 days for additional
$798; or a Nile Cruise – 7 days
for additional $1,448)

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great
Rivers Conference, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton appoints
the following:
Dean A. Beals to Wesley Chapel, LaMoine River District, effective Aug. 1.

Change of Status
Leslie Ica Thomas to Rock Island Two Rivers, associate pastor, effective
July 1. Rev. Thomas moves from ¼ time to ¾ time.
Richard Maden, discontinuation of supply position, effective July 25.

Deaths
IGRC pastor, the Rev. Gina Marie Sheridan, died Aug. 25.
She served Taylor Ridge, Roseville, Galesburg First and Colchester prior to
going on Medical Leave in 2011.
Condolences may be sent to her husband: Tim Sheridan, 2036 W Adams Rd,
Macomb, IL 61455-1220
IGRC retired pastor Wayne C. Hess died Aug. 12. Rev. Hess served appointments in the Evangelical United Brethren (Illinois Conference) and
United Methodist (Central Illinois Conference) churches, including Program
Director, Council on Ministries Counselor and District Superintendent of the
Bloomington and Mattoon districts, retiring in 1989.
A memorial service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Aug. 31 at Grace UMC in
Franklin, Ind. A second memorial service will be held at 1:30 p.m. Sept. 21
at Normal Calvary UMC.
Condolences may be sent to his wife, June, at: 770 Bluebird Lane, Franklin,
IN 46131.
Frona Davis, surviving spouse of Rev. William E. Davis, died Aug. 11.
They served churches in the former Southern Illinois Conference, retiring
in 1976. She was the aunt of retired pastors C. Raydean Davis and Henry S.
Davis.
Condolences may be sent to a niece, Charlotte Niksch, 3918 Mesker Park Dr,
Evansville, IN 47720.
Memorials may be made to The Preachers’ Aid Society and Benefit Fund, PO
Box 19207, Springfield, IL 62794-9207 or online at www.pasbf.org
IGRC retired pastor Norman Sloan died Aug. 9. Rev. Sloan served several
churches in the former Southern Illinois Conference before his retirement in
1996. He also served the Brookport-Powers as a supply pastor in retirement.
Condolences may be sent to Mrs. Millie Sloan at 1265 Pitts Road, Makanda,
IL 62958.
Jerry Travelstead, wife of retired pastor Jack Travelstead, died July 22.
She and her husband served churches and District Superintendencies in the
former Southern Illinois and Central Illinois Conferences, retiring in 1992.
Condolences may be sent to Rev. Jack Travelstead, 4101 W Iles Ave, Apt
2129, Springfield, IL 62711.
Alice A. Pearson, widow of the late Rev. Billy M. Pearson, died July 19.
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She and her husband served local churches in the former Central Illinois
Conference. He died in 1982 while serving the St. Joseph UMC.
Condolences may be sent to a niece, Jackie Golby, 770 Galway Drive, Manchester, MO 63021-0717. A full obituary may be found at: http://www.
news-gazette.com/obituaries/2013-07-20/alice-pearson.html.

NEWS

From The Episcopal Office
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

Covenant groups, partners build the Body of Christ
(Editor’s note: Bishop Keaton is on vacation and has
asked that his executive assistant, the Rev. Janice Griffith,
prepare this month’s column for The Current).

As I returned home from my “boot camp” exercise
class one hot, humid August evening, I found myself reflecting on what motivated me to change into the coolest
exercise clothes I could find and go
out into the heat only to return home
an hour later bone-weary and covered
with sweat. As part of my personal
commitment to get into better physical shape, I added the “boot camp”
to my exercise routine about six
months ago. I had already been doing
some one-on-one work with a fitness
trainer in a studio. I had definitely
seen results, but I also realized that I had hit a plateau. I
had a sense that exercising with a group in which some
were more physically fit would challenge me to step up to
the next level. Indeed it did, and the fruits of “boot camp”
have been more pounds lost and a body that is in better
shape now that it has been in at least a decade.
As I reflected on the factors that have made “boot
camp” such an effective means of accomplishing my goals,
I identified these four:
1. The trainer does a terrific job of teaching us how to
do each exercise in the right way – so that we don’t
injure ourselves and so that we get the most benefit
from our efforts.
2. The trainer offers both words of encouragement
as well as reminders about how to do the exercises
correctly.
3. The trainer nurtures a culture of supportiveness
and teamwork among the members of the group.
We often do partner exercises. And, it is the norm
for “boot camp” members to cheer each other on
whenever any member is working hard to accomplish their goals – no matter their level of fitness nor
ability.
4. It is a climate in which there is no judgment about
appearance or ability but in which every member is
valued for who she is and for her desire for physical
health.
“Boot camp” has been a blessing in my life. I feel a bond
to these women whom I see only a couple times of week at
class, but who care enough about me to support my goal
of becoming whole and healthy. And likewise, I care about
and encourage their health and wholeness.
I am reminded that I am also blessed to have other
groups of persons who likewise support my goals toward
health and wholeness – “covenant groups” whose focus is
spiritual growth. One of these groups has been together
for over 20 years, since I was in seminary. Although we
are scattered widely now, so that we can only meet in
person for 3-day retreats a couple of times a year, we stay
in touch by phone and e-mail. They have walked with me
through the good times and the struggles of my life. They
know my strengths and my weaknesses. And because they
do, they can speak the truth in love in a way that keeps
me on the path of becoming more Christ-like day by day.
Every day, I wake up knowing that their desire is for me to
be the best I can be as a disciple of Jesus Christ.
This supportive relationship is the result of the weekly
meetings in the initial years we became a group. Some of
those meetings were as strenuous spiritually as my “boot
camps” are physically.
And yet, for similar reasons as those listed above, I
continue to be motivated to stay connected to this covenant group:
1. We hold before each other the Word of God which
is our guide for growth as disciples of Jesus Christ

2. Deep listening to each other’s telling of their experiences is the core of our “spiritual exercise” routine. Questions that promote theological reflection, deeper understanding, and spiritual growth
are the means of guidance and encouragement.
3. All are expected to share and all are encouraged
no matter their current circumstances. Laughter
at “less than perfect” selves is always a part of our
gatherings, as is the strong reminder of God’s
amazing grace in our lives and God’s command to
holy living.
4. The deep sense of trust and mutual accountability
that exists between us is the result of a culture in
which there is no judgment, but a deep valuing of
the sacred worth of each member.
Without covenant partners to stand by me and to
challenge me to grow through some of the most difficult
seasons of my spiritual journey, I would not be the person
I am today.
Participation in covenant groups has been an effective
means of accomplishing the pledges made at my baptism.
How about you? What is motivating you to stay in
shape? What is your plan for health and wholeness as
a disciple of Jesus Christ and a member of the Body of
Christ? If you don’t have a plan, September is a good
time to make and implement a new plan for spiritual
growth. Join a study group or invite some friends to
become part of a covenant group. Your pastor can provide
resources to help you do so.
It is essential for pastors to have covenant partners,
too. If you are not already connected, reach out to your
Superintendent or to the Chairs of the Orders and Fellowship to help.
In Ephesians 4 (CEB), the Apostle Paul gives us a plan
for health and wholeness:
“Therefore, as a prisoner for the Lord, I encourage
you to live as people worthy of the call you received
from God. Conduct yourselves with all humility,
gentleness, and patience. Accept each other with love,
and make an effort to preserve the unity of the Spirit
with the peace that ties you together. You are one body
and one spirit, just as God also called you in one hope.
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God
and Father of all, who is over all, through all, and in all.
God has given his grace to each one of us measured
out by the gift that is given by Christ. … His purpose
was to equip God’s people for the work of serving and
building up the body of Christ until we all reach the
unity of faith and knowledge of God’s Son. God’s goal
is for us to become mature adults—to be fully grown,
measured by the standard of the fullness of Christ. As
a result, we aren’t supposed to be infants any longer
who can be tossed and blown around by every wind
that comes from teaching with deceitful scheming and
the tricks people play to deliberately mislead others.
Instead, by speaking the truth with love, let’s grow in
every way into Christ, who is the head. The whole body
grows from him, as it is joined and held together by all
the supporting ligaments. The body makes itself grow
in that it builds itself up with love as each one does its
part.”
Paul talks about supporting ligaments and building
up the Body of Christ. John Wesley called it watching
over each other in love.
No matter what it is called, I can testify that I need
people to speak to the truth with love to me. And I pray
that I may do my part in speaking the truth in love for the
purpose of building up the Body of Christ.
May I be forever growing in Christ,
Jan Griffith

ON THE COVER
Pastor Scott Chrostek preaches to those gathered at Rez
Downtown, a downtown Kansas City campus of the Church
of the Resurrection (top). Meanwhile, pastor Adam Weber
speaks to the nearly 1,700 persons who attend weekly
worship at Embrace Church in Sioux Falls, S.D. (middle). And
worship is underway at one of the four campuses of Urban
Village Church in Chicago that proclaims its ministry is “bold,
inclusive and relevant.”
Photos courtesy of Fred Koenig, Missouri Conference;
Katie Hendrickson, Embrace Church; and Anne Marie
Gerhardt, Northern Illinois Conference
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Events & Announcements

Event
Marriage Encounter Weekend
Sept. 20-22
MT. VERNON -- A United Marriage Encounter
Weekend will be held Sept. 20-22 at Rend
Lake Resort near Mt Vernon.
The weekend registration fee is $80 per
couple. Couples can register online at www.
unitedmarriage.org. Registrations are limited to 25 couples. For additional information,
contact Rose and Richard Straeter, 618-2049081 or by emailing roseharp10@gmail.com.
The weekend is for couples of all ages who
have a good marriage they would like to
make better. It is recommended for married
couples who desire to deepen and strengthen
their communication and may wish to add
more zip and romance to their relationship.
A United Marriage Encounter Weekend combines Christian values and a practical method
to improve communications between husband and wife. Sharing between the couple
will be done privately. They will not share
information regarding their relationship with
others attending the weekend.
The Marriage Encounter Weekend gives a
couple time to focus on each other, free from
the distractions of everyday life.

UMCH forming alumni group
MT. VERNON – The United Methodist Children’s Home is looking for past residents and
clients to form an alumni group.
The first UMCH alumni group gathering is
planned for noon Saturday, Sept. 28, at UMCH
Main Campus, 2023 Richview Road in Mt.
Vernon. A Friends and Family Centennial Celebration, which is free and open to the public,
will be from 1 to 4 p.m. that day.
“There are people in the community who
grew up at the children’s home. This was their
home and we want to have a homecoming
for everyone to see what we are doing to
help kids now,” says Marcus Holland, Development Coordinator. “The 100 year anniversary
has been a great point to reconnect with
adults who have been previously influenced
and helped by UMCH. Their stories are an
important part of the history of UMCH and
Mt. Vernon.”
If you are a past resident or have previously
received services provided by UMCH, please
contact Marcus Holland, 618-242-1070 ext.
234 or mholland@umchome.org, to be added
to the alumni mailing list. Information is
being collected to send invitations and an
alumni newsletter.
Planning is currently underway for Friends
and Family Centennial Celebration, which is
a part of the year-long 100th anniversary of
UMCH. In addition to the alumni reception,
there will be a band, concessions, booths,
games, tours, and family-friendly activities.

and families throughout southern
Illinois.

Pension and health care benefits
meetings
Active pastor pension and health benefits
will experience some changes in 2014. These
benefits changes do not affect any Medicareeligible retired pastors or spouses.
Workshops to discuss these have been scheduled in the following districts:
Vermilion River District – Sept. 16
Conference Center – Sept. 23, 9:30 to 11
a.m. Pastors of all districts are invited.
Kaskaskia River District – Sept. 25
Cache River District – Sept. 26
Iroquois River District– Sept. 30
LaMoine River District– Oct. 7
Spoon River District – Oct. 16
Districts are in charge of setting the meeting
times and locations. Pastors are urged to contact their district offices for more information.

McCarty itinerating in IGRC
Deaconess Janet McCarty
will be itinerating in the
IGRC from July to November
following her retirement
from Southern Philippines
Methodist Colleges, Inc.
All Sunday mornings have
been taken but there are
numerous time slots available during the
week.
If your church would like to host McCarty
for a visit, contact Conference Secretary for
Global Ministries Carolyn Yockey to arrange
a time between mid-July and November.
Yockey can be reached at 309-452-3936, by
email at CLPY508@aol.com, or by mailing a
request to her at 508 Normal Ave., Normal, IL
61761.

Sexual ethics training makeup
Makeup sessions for persons unable to attend April's mandatory sexual ethics training
or the June 5 makeup can attend the Oct. 19
makeup session.
Online registration is already open for the
Oct. 19, which will be from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
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12 at Dwight UMC, beginning at 7 p.m.
the Conference Center. Cost for the event is
$10 and includes lunch.
To register, visit: www.igrc.org/sexualethics.

The Well for youth workers
Harvest Ministry Team will host its ninth annual event, The Well for youth workers in local
churches at five locations between Oct. 7 and
Oct. 22.

Register by Sept. 27 by contacting Steve West
at 815-937-4036. Checks should be made
payable to Vermilion River District UMM and
can be mailed to West at 1346 S. Fourth St.,
Kankakee, IL 60901.

The times and sites are as follows:

Proceeds from the evening benefit The Baby
Fold and East Bay Camp.

• Oct. 7: Effingham Centenary UMC, 5 to 8:30
p.m.

Final Deeper Still event Sept. 27-28

• Oct. 8: Belleville St. Matthew UMC, 9 a.m.
to noon
• Oct. 10: Cherry Hills Baptist Church, Springfield, 5 to 8:30 p.m.
• Oct. 17: The Vine, Carbondale, 9 a.m. to
noon
• Oct. 18: First Presbyterian Church, Champaign, 5 to 8:30 p.m.
The Well is designed to be a "close to home"
training and equipping event for local church
youth workers, volunteer or paid. The threehour meeting is perfect for learning, fellowship and refreshment.
For more information, including registration,
visit: http://www.harvestministryteams.
com/thewell/index.html.

Ignition Middle School Conference
Harvest Ministry Team will host its Ignition
Middle School Conference Oct. 25-26 at Troy
UMC.
The theme of the weekend event is “Live Like
That.” Lisa Joiner, middle school pastor of
Central Christian Church in Mt. Vernon, will be
the speaker.
For more information, visit: www.ignitionconference.com.
Ignition is a conference for Middle School
students (grades 6th - 8th). The weekend
includes worship, praise, and teaching designed to draw students closer to Christ.

Vermilion UMM Trivia Night
The Vermilion River District United Methodist
Men is hosting a Trivia Night on Saturday, Oct.

2013 Auburn United Methodist Church’s 8th Annual

A-MAZE-ing Corn Maze
14100 State Route 4
Auburn, IL

Entry fee is $80 for a table of eight or fewer
people, $100 for a table of nine or 10. Silent
auction baskets will also be available for bid
that evening.

Weekends Sept. 7th - Oct. 13
Saturday 11am - 6pm
Sunday Noon - 6pm
Youth Group Night - Sunday Oct. 13
Pre-registration required
Monday Columbus Day
October 14: 10am - 2pm

For More Details:
Auburn United Methodist Church - 14100 State Route 4 - Auburn, IL 62615
Web-site: www.auburn-umc.org or
email: auburnunitedmethodist@gmail.com

$5 per person to enter maze
(5 and under free)
Refreshments available

The seventh and final event in the Deeper Still
series, Sharing Deeply and Giving Your Heart
Away: Experiencing Christian Conferencing and
Ministry with the Sick, will be Sept. 27-28, at
Monmouth First UMC.
Featured speakers are Rev. Dr. Scott Kisker of
Wesley Theological Seminary and resource
people from IGRC churches and ministries.
Early registration through Aug. 30 is $25 per
person, and the final registration deadline is
Sept. 20. For more information and a registration link, please visit www/igrc.org/deeperstill.
"Deeper Still” is a series of experiential retreats
exploring spiritual disciplines. Each retreat
offers hands-on experience with one act of piety (which helps us grow in our love for God)
and one act of mercy (which helps us grow in
our love for our neighbor), along with time to
explore the connection between the two and
reflect on how the practice of these means of
grace helps us grow deeper still in our life in
the Spirit.

Classifieds
Vandalia First United Methodist Church in Vandalia,
Illinois, is looking to fill a fulltime Director of
Ministries position for this approximately 500
member church. This position includes the coordination and implementation of ministries with youth
(grades 6-12), young adult, and adult. In addition,
the Director of Ministries will assist the Lead Pastor
in the planning and implementing of ministries
within the First UMC; in accordance with the overall
vision of the church.
Bachelor's Degree from an accredited college or
university in religion or related course of study is
preferred. However, training and/or experience in
ministries or related discipline will be considered
in lieu of educational requirement. It's essential
this person have an understanding of the United
Methodist Church, its basic beliefs, structure, function, and resources.
Send resume with references to:
Dr. Roger Grimmett
%Vandalia First UMC
127 N. Fourth St.
Vandalia, IL 62471
Email: mailto:revgrimmett@sbcglobal.net
Fax: 618-283-3685
Vermont Street United Methodist Church of Quincy,
Illinois is seeking to employ a non-ordained Youth
Director who is responsible for leading our youth
in a wholesome, positive, and joyful atmosphere.
The individual should possess a passion for Christ, a
heart for youth, and an appreciation for Wesleyan/
United Methodist Theology. Salary commensurate
with education and experience. Full time position.
Send resume to Chairperson, Staff Parish Committee,
Vermont Street UMC, 818 Vermont Street, Quincy,
Illinois, 62301

SEPTEMBER 2013

In 1913, United Methodist Children’s Home
started in Creal Springs as an orphanage.
In 1921, the children’s home moved to Mt.
Vernon after a fire destroyed one of the three
buildings. A report shows that by the mid1950s only 3 percent of the children at the
home were orphans. From 1961 to 1986, Rev.
Marion Farmer was the executive director and
started to shift the children’s home toward
the therapeutic social service agency it is
today. Now, UMCH provides Christ-centered
human services to 1,200 youth, individuals,
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CHRISTIAN Conversations

Impact of technology in
developing world astounding
BY LARRY HOLLON

Nathan Myhrvold's TEDTalk,"Could this laser
zap malaria?" (http://www.ted.com/talks/nathan_
myhrvold_could_this_laser_zap_malaria.html) is
an eye-opening look at how computer science and
technology can help address an ancient and persistent
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disease that is responsible for 655,000 deaths each year.
To think that it's possible for a laser to not only kill
mosquitoes in mid-flight, but determine from their
wing beat frequency whether they are females (which
potentially carry malaria) or males (which do not bite)
is downright astonishing.
Yet even technology that's far more accessible than
what Myhrvold describes is changing the game in
Africa -- not only aiding in the fight against malaria,
but opening a whole new world. Mobile technologies
make it possible to have access to information that is
transformative, whether it's tracking disease outbreaks
or educating children.
Once I was in a remote village in northern Senegal
where there were no telephones or even electricity,
disconnected from the rest of the world. Back home
in the U.S., my son was in need of emergency surgery
and my wife, Sharon, was purposefully trying to get a
message to me.
It took her an entire day to find someone who
would agree to go to the village to locate me. It took a
another day for that person to reach me by car -- then
yet another day for the two of us to navigate the poor
roads to the nearest town with a post office that had
phone service. Once there, I had to make an appointment to come back to use the phone the following day.
By the time I was finally able to speak to her, my son
was already recuperating.
That's what life was like in rural Africa before cell
phones and satellites. Today, cell phone usage in Africa
is commonplace, with more than 10.7 million mobile
phones in Senegal alone. Mobile technologies are empowering those who were once isolated and transform-

ing the ways they communicate.
Pierre Omadjela, Director of Communications
and Development for the Central Congo Annual
Conference of The United Methodist Church, is using
FrontlineSMS to share health information and increase
awareness about malaria prevention (a major focus
for The United Methodist Church's
Imagine No Malaria initiative). FrontlineSMS is free, open-source software
that can be used to send text messages
to groups of people without an Internet
connection which is being used in a variety of ways to improve people's lives.
Using automated messages to mobile phones, Omadjela says they have
already realized a 5 percent decrease
from the work they are doing teaching
people in the Democratic Republic of
Congo ways to prevent malaria.
A couple of weeks ago, I was in
Blantyre, Malawi, for a meeting of The
United Methodist Church of Malawi.
During a workshop on Transformative
Communication, which included presentations from leaders at Inveneo and
Medic Mobile, one workshop leader
asked the group of 85 participants how
many owned and use mobile phones.
Virtually every hand in the place was
raised.
Later, at another training conducted in Madisi, Malawi, on how to
use FrontlineSMS to communicate
with key groups of people, local church
personnel and caseworkers who work
for ZOE Ministry, a program that helps
empower orphans and vulnerable children in Africa, were in attendance. As
one woman sent her first FrontlineSMS
text message, she shrieked with wonder. "It worked!" she marveled.
While 75 percent of the world has
access to a mobile phone, smartphones
make up only 15 percent of the global
market. biNu is a platform that allows
those with feature phones to have a
smartphone-like experience through
cloud-based apps and services, providing them with
immediate access to email, news, books, health information and social features.
That means the world's information library is available through not only smartphones, but also conventional mobile phones. Children are able to read books
they could not afford and have access to educational
information they otherwise would not.
Access to information is also giving people the
means to have more control over their circumstances.
In Kenya, I watched as two women used a teacup-sized
satellite receiver plugged into a boom box get audio
digital information that was then translated into text,
allowing them to check the market price of beans so
they could negotiate a fair price for their own crop. No
longer must they rely solely on the price quoted by a
distributor.
Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer says, "The number
one benefit of information technology is that it empowers people to do what they want to do. It lets people be
creative. It lets people be productive. It lets people learn
things they didn't think they could learn before, and so
in a sense it is all about potential."
Remarkable new information technologies are
unlocking the potential of developing countries in
ways that are not only empowering, but revolutionary.
As new innovations and new possibilities continue to
be presented, the digital future is becoming the digital
present. I can't wait to see what's next. •
Rev. Larry Hollon is general secretary for United Methodist Communications and has been one of the leaders that has
worked with the church’s Global Health Initiative, Imagine No
Malaria and Nothing But Nets.

Notes on a theme
of listening—
RE: cancer and faith
BY JIM BORTELL

When I retired in 2003 after 38 years of
wonderful ministry in our Conference, the
Mennonite Conference minister (a fellow
bird watcher) asked me to be an interim
pastor for a small Mennonite USA church
at Carlock “for a year or two.” In January of
this year I retired again after serving this
church for 8½ years.
My Conference colleague Paul Walles
(a dear friend of many years) is now the
church’s pastor. Paul and I had plans to co-pastor the church but
something unplanned intervened. Life, of course, is that way.
In one of his autobiographical books Fredrick Beuchner counseled: “listen to your life.” The last year has been a time when life
has given me much for which to listen. In 2012, I was diagnosed
with leukemia and underwent six months of chemotherapy. I am
now in remission.

“

As always, there has been so much in my life for which simple
gratitude has been the only right response. Life is a precious gift.
Faith is a gift. Family and friends are gifts. My church families
have been and are a gift. Medicine and those that administer it
are a gift. I am an outdoor person. Nature ministers to me. A serious immune deficiency disorder has kept me away from Sunday
worship for much of the year. I took the U. of I. “Master Naturalist”
training three years ago. It is helping me find even more delight
and spiritual wonder in the natural world. As always, but even
more in this chapter of my life, I find myself listening to the music
and wonder of God’s world: of “all creatures great and small,” of
green and growing things, and “the beauty of the earth, the glory
of the sky…” I’m listening in thankfulness; more it would seem
than ever before.

I find myself hearing fewer
“answers,” but experiencing
more faith in God; that
faith in God is more about
assurances than certainties,
and that assurances unite
while certainties divide.

”

As always, there have
been dear friends finish
their earthly journey. I
cherish their memory
and even in silence they
still speak in the lives
they lived and the love
they gave.

As always, the disorder
in the world has sometimes been deafening.
However, when you find yourself carrying a little extra baggage
this disorder is noisier. And some of the disorder (quarreling and
bickering) in our beloved church and all of its connections is
noisier.
I find myself hearing fewer “answers,” but experiencing more faith
in God; that faith in God is more about assurances than certainties, and that assurances unite while certainties divide.
The people I have met at our Cancer Center are about as diverse
as one can imagine. Cancer patients feel instant connections with
one another even when one doesn’t know the other’s name. And
differences suddenly don’t seem very important. I sense a lesson
for our church here.
Conference friends and students in the Course of Study know
that I am a theological being. I love trying to understand and
interpret our faith. However, at this time in my life I am more
interested in listening to others. I am more interested in joining
hands with others and together doing the Lord’s work. Father
John Wesley had a familiar line for Methodists that applies (found
somewhere in the Psalms) “if thy heart is right give me your
hand.” The old saying “doctrines divide but duties unite” also
applies.
Many of my faith friends have told me they remember me in their
prayers. I also find great satisfaction in listening to people that
are outside of my faith, and some that fall under the heading of
“other” or “none.” A rather agnostic Jewish friend wrote me in an
E-mail “God bless you.” A Buddhist friend told me she was praying for me.
And, of course, I have been listening to many biblical texts. In
closing I share just a few familiar texts: “in quietness and confidence is your strength, “I can do all things through him who
strengthens me,” “the kingdom of God is within you,” “may the
God of all comfort give you joy and peace in believing,” “they that
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength,” “study to be quiet,”
“the Lord was not in the earthquake, wind, or storm but the still
small voice,” and many more.
I share these “listening-s” with you to understand them better
myself, and perhaps to stimulate your own listening to your life.
God bless all my dear Conference friends. And when together
and when apart let us listen more to our lives and also to one
another. •
Jim Bortell is retired IGRC clergy member living in Bloomington, with
his wife Roberta. He may be reached at jimbortell@gmail.com
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Father, son
participate in
bike ride across Iowa
for Imagine No Malaria
BY ROBB MCCOY
Moline Riverside UMC

MOLINE – A total of 10,000 riders, 404 miles, eight
towns, seven days, two rivers, two wheels (sometimes a
third), one state, and one goal: zero; as in zero malaria
deaths.
Richard Clark, of Moline, participated in his fifth
Register’s Annual Great Bike Ride Across Iowa. Known as
RAGBRAI for the last 40 years across Iowa, the organizers
insist that the ‘R’ stands for “Ride,” and not “Race.” There
is no competition at RAGBRAI, just community.
Clark believes that the community of RAGBRAI is the
best part of the tour. “I like getting out on a well-supported long ride,” he explained. “It is great to interact with so
many riders from all over the world.” Most of the riders
camp along the way at designated sites, creating a series of
RAGBRAI-villages across Iowa.
RAGBRAI started on July 21 with the riders’ back tires
in the Missouri River in Council Bluffs, Iowa. Along the
way, there are seven towns where riders can camp. In between each of the host towns, there are countless places to
stop, get a pork chop, relax, buy some souvenirs, and make
friends. The ride finished on Saturday, July 27, with riders
splashing in the Mississippi River in Fort Madison, Iowa.
The route through Iowa changes every year.
A member of Riverside United Methodist Church,
this is the second time that he has collected pledges for
Imagine No Malaria. It the first time though, that he will
ride the last two legs on a tandem bike with his son Aaron,
age six.

Photo courtesy of Robb McCoy

Richard and Aaron Clark with their bike outside Moline Riverside UMC

third seat for shorter trips, but he will have to stay home
“Aaron has
this year.
already collected more
“He gets mad when Aaron and I go on the longer
money this year than I did all last year,”
rides,” Clark said. “If Mom and Grandma approve, he’ll
said Richard. “He’s a high pressure salesman. He just
ride with me next year. Maybe he and I can do two legs,
walks up to people in church and tells them to sign up.
and Aaron and I can do another two.”
Then he grabs their hand and leads them to our table.”
Imagine No Malaria is an initiative of the United
Few at Riverside UMC are able to turn down the bubMethodist Church to eradicate malaria deaths. When
bly, high-energy, six-year-old. Aaron is in worship with
Imagine No Malaria was launched in 2010, malaria achis Mom (Denise Clark), Grandma (Sharon Dixon), and
counted for one death every thirty seconds. Since then,
two aunts (Mary and Paula Dixon) almost every Sunday.
the rate has slowed to
When the children are inone death a minute.
vited to come forward for
The United Methodthe children’s moment,
“I like getting out on a well-supported long
ist Church operates 300
Aaron and his younger
ride,” he explained. “It is great to interact
hospitals and clinics in
brother Zachary come
with so many riders from all over the world.”
Africa, providing vital
tearing down the aisle at
infrastructure to do more
full speed. Aaron mostly
–Richard Clark
than distribute nets. The
does life at full speed.
UMC is there to help with
“Aaron is always intereducation, prevention, and treatment.
ested in mission projects at church,” Clark said of his son’s
Even though malaria is preventable and treatable, it is
motivation to help with Imagine No Malaria. “He loves
still a devastating killer. Every year, 650,000 people die of
helping other people.”
malaria. Between 80-90% of those deaths are women and
Aaron and Richard will do the last two legs of RAGchildren.
BRAI together on the tandem bike. The Day 6 ride from
Riverside has been a part of the Imagine No Malaria
Oskaloosa to Fairfield is 52 miles. The Day 7 ride from
initiative from the start, reaching the $30,000 goal that
Fairfield to Fort Madison is 63 miles.
As a part of their training, Rich and Aaron have taken
was set in 2010. This was a part of the Illinois Great Rivprogressively longer bike rides on their modified tandem
ers Conference’s larger $2.3 million pledge from 2010.
bike. By the time of the ride, they will have gone over
This goal was met in 2013, at which time the conference
450 miles together. Little brother Zachary, age 5, rides
decided to increase their goal to $2.5 million. •
sometimes too. They have an attachment that allows a

Feeding ministry reaches out to the East St. Louis community
EAST ST. LOUIS – East St. Louis Trinity UMC embarked on a
new ministry to help the hungry in November 2012.

“It's not hard to find out what people think of BRIDGES at
Trinity. Just ask our guests.” says Rev. Nathan Wolff, pastor of
Trinity UMC.

The all-volunteer staff of BRIDGES at Trinity includes members of Trinity and volunteers from outside of the church,
notably a team from the St. Luke AME church which is down
the street from Trinity UMC. It also includes teams from
the Lessie Bates-Davis Neighborhood House and from The
Bridge, a meal ministry located in downtown St. Louis.
"We are grateful for our ministry partners,” says Rev. Wolff.

“Our success depends on three strong pillars. Without God’s
help, our volunteers and the help of our partners we would
have a very hard time reaching out to the people of this
community. It’s humbling... this ministry is a blessing to
so many people in so many ways. I wish you could hear all
of the stories I hear. More than anywhere else I have ever
served, this ministry is needed here in East St. Louis. It’s nice
to be needed and really nice to be able to do something
without having a lot of heavy expectations. Our guests are
just grateful for whatever we provide.” •
If you would like to help Trinity reach out to the community
here in East St. Louis you can contact Rev. Wolff at Trinity UMC
at NWolff3164@att.net.
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Since its inception, the BRIDGES ministry at this historic
African-American congregation, has served more than 2,600
meals to more than 1,900 people. Those served include
residents of the Orr-Weathers housing project located across
the street from the church and several hundred homeless
persons in need of a hot and nutritious meal as they pass
through the Missouri Avenue neighborhood.

“I think BRIDGES is marvelous.” says Mr. O’Neal, a frequent
diner and sometimes volunteer who is a Korean and Vietnam veteran and is currently without a stable residence. “It
just seems to keep going... first it was just Thursday, now it's
Tuesday and Thursday and we’re opening a food pantry on
Wednesday. My word for it is marvelous!”
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LESSONS
LEARNED
BY MIKE CRAWFORD
IGRC Coordinator of
Congregational Development

W

A wall of graffiti artwork is on display on the outside wall of Rez
Downtown in Kansas City Mo. (above). Adam Weber baptizes a believer
in a horse trough at Embrace Church in Sioux Falls, S.D. (below)
“Bold, inclusive and relevant” is the brand for the four campuses of
Urban Village Church in Chicago (opposite page top). The church has
worship in downtown Chicago, Wicker Park, Andersonville and Hyde Park
in Woodlawn (opposite bottom left). A new believer is baptized by one
of the church’s pastors (opposite bottom right).
Photos courtesy of Fred Koenig, Missouri Conference; Katie Hendrickson, Embrace Church; Anne Marie Gerhardt, Northern Illinois
Conference and Urban Village Church

hen I was first asked to write an
article for The Current about the
experience, I thought, “Sure. No
problem. There were several things I can share.” But then
it came time to write…
How can I communicate what was experienced on a
five-day trip that covered 1,500 miles and stopped at four
different, fast growing, new United Methodist Churches?
What can be said about the travels of six young adults
and three not-quite-as-young adults? One of my hopes
in planning the trip was to inspire young adults to dream
of starting new ministries that reach new generations for
Christ.
Working with new churches and studying church
planting for more than 10 years, I was excited about the
opportunity to meet first-hand with the leaders of the four
churches. Our travels took us to St. Louis, Kansas City,
Sioux Falls, and Chicago, meeting with the planting pastors of The Gathering, Rez Downtown, Embrace Church,
and Urban Village.
It was a time of learning and being reminded of some basic foundational principles.
Growing churches use the same
basic principles, but apply them
based upon context:
The most important thing we observed was the church planters operated from the same basic principles
but they applied them in different
ways unique to their context.
A quick word about each
context. The first campus of The
Gathering is in an area of St. Louis
undergoing re-gentrification. People
are buying and restoring older

homes in the neighborhood, so renovating and using an
old building of a church that closed is a strategic fit for the
people they are seeking to reach. Likewise the Rez Downtown building fits its surroundings, being a renovated
bar and concert venue in the area of Kansas City where
people come for dining and entertainment. On the other
hand, a contemporary style, fairly new church building
in the rapidly growing area of Sioux Falls is natural in
its setting. Urban Village, on the other hand, was started
with the idea of having several sites in different neighborhoods throughout Chicago, and four years later, they have
four sites in four completely different areas. Rather than
owning buildings, they find space they can rent for a few
hours each Sunday.
Growing churches have an invitational culture:
One key to the rapid growth of each of the new
churches is the invitational culture. The churches don’t
wait for people to come to them. The people are excited
about being a part of the church and invite others. But it
doesn’t happen by accident. Matt Miofsky from The Gathering explained it well. The Gathering never sends a mass
mailing. They create cards for people to hand out as they
invite their friends and family. He said, “Giving people
things to invite people to is the biggest piece of creating
an invitational culture. People have no problem inviting
others to something compelling and exciting.”

Growing churches give their people tools for invitation (including online sharing through social
media).
The next step is to give them tools: cards, Facebook
posts, sharing online sermons, etc. They ask people to
share social media statuses and posts. On Easter, The
Gathering asked people to take pictures from where they
were sitting in worship and share the pictures on Facebook and Twitter. Miofsky said that regularly in worship
they demonstrate how to have a conversation in which
you invite someone, as a way to train people for invitation.

The churches tell their story...
Embrace Church
Located in the Dakotas Conference, the smallest in the North
Central Jurisdiction, is a 6-year-old church that has grown to
nearly 1,700 in weekly attendance, and is still growing.
More than that, people are coming to know the Lord and
God is changing lives. People are getting connected with
others, being the hands and feet of Christ, and growing
deeper in their walk with the Lord. Above all, He’s being
glorified. Instead of just being another club or group in town
to be a part of… their hope is to truly encounter God… in a
new and fresh way.
The idea of a new church came to the lead pastor of Cornerstone Church in Watertown, S.D in 2006. Although there were
an endless amount of churches in Sioux Falls, the city was
growing and it became clear that there might be a need for
another.

THE CURRENT
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With the growing interest for a new church in Sioux Falls,
we decided it would be a good test to see if people would
actually turn out for a service. With a few emails, calls, and
a great deal of prayer, 32 of us got together and worshiped
for the first time on Sept. 4, 2006… To be honest, we had no
clue what the future held (or what we were doing), but we
sensed God asking us to follow Him. This group would end
up becoming Embrace. Soon after that service, small groups
began gathering in homes and we began to meet for worship once a month… seeing new faces each time.
On July 1, 2007, Adam Weber officially became our pastor. On
March 30, 2008, we began meeting weekly. We “lifted off” as

a church on April 13, 2008. On Sept. 13, 2009, we moved into
a new home at 69th & Cliff. On Feb. 20, 2011, Embrace was
officially chartered as a church. Sept. 11, 2011, we moved
into our current home on 57th Street.
Words can’t express what God has done in and through the
people at Embrace so far… We’re still not exactly sure what
the future holds… we’re just doing our best to continue
following after the Lord. We look forward to what God has in
store and we’d love for you to become a part of our story.
Read more at: http://iamembrace.com

Rez Downtown
Located in Kansas City, Mo., is a ministry partnership of two
conferences, the Missouri and the Great Plains (formerly
Kansas East) conferences and is a campus of the Church of
the Resurrection in nearby Leawood, Kan.
In 1990, The Church of the Resurrection began with the
dream of becoming a church that welcomes thinking people
who were not actively involved in a church. An amazing
thing happened, and new people have visited for the first
time every weekend since.
At Resurrection, thousands of people continue to find hope,
restoration and joy. As a result, untold numbers of people
have joined the great adventure of knowing, loving and
serving God and others. This vision continues at each of
Resurrection’s four campuses, two in Kansas (Leawood and
Olathe) and two in Missouri (Blue Springs and Downtown
Kansas City).

Pastor Scott Chrostek is the campus pastor. He joined the
staff at The Church of the Resurrection on July 1, 2009. Scott
and his wife, The Rev. Wendy Lyons Chrostek, a Congregational Care Pastor on staff at Resurrection, moved to downtown Kansas City after serving in two separate local churches
outside of Detroit, Mich.
Both Scott and Wendy are passionate about The United
Methodist Church. They believe in the hope of the gospel
and they know that the church is poised to proclaim that
hope in such a place and time as this. That they have been
given an opportunity to build community and change lives
for the sake of Jesus Christ is truly amazing--Scott is thankful.
Scott and Wendy live downtown, and together they are committed to changing lives, transforming the city, and renewing
the face of the church in the heart of the urban core.
Read more at: www.resurrectiondowntown.org

The Gathering
Has a mission of “Creating a Christian community that is compelling for new generations of people in St. Louis.”
In 2006, group of mission-minded people, including Rev.
Matt Miofsky, began to have conversations about how a new
church might transform the City of St. Louis. Together, they
worked to bring this vision to life, and bring new generations
of people together to serve and worship Christ.
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“One of my hopes in planning the trip was to inspire
young adults to dream of starting new ministries
that reach new generations for Christ.”

from a Summer Road Trip
Small groups are the primary discipleship strategy
for adults.
All four churches utilize small groups as the primary
discipleship strategy for adults. Rez Downtown has a different approach in that they utilize mid-size study groups
(25-40 people) as the initial point to connect people to
discipleship opportunities, and it is from these groups
that small groups are borne.
Simplicity is important.
One thing that stood out to me is the simple nature
of the churches. Even though each of the churches have
attendance in the hundreds, with Embrace Church anticipating moving beyond 1,700 in worship this fall, each
church limits the ministries and opportunities it offers.
They do not seek to offer a lot of programs and ministries
in order to reach a lot of people. The churches have not
developed multiple mission outreaches, but instead serve
alongside already existing need-meeting ministries in
their communities. The counter-intuitive thing is that by
doing offering less ministries, they are able to be more
effective and fruitful in the ministries they do offer.
Adam Weber of Embrace Church in Sioux Falls said
that they constantly ask, “What is the 5 percent?” Most

The Gathering name comes from the New Testament. Here,
the Greek word for “church” is “ekklesia,” which literally means
an assembly or gathering of people. We believe the church is a
community of people committed to following Christ together.
The Gathering thrives in a historic sanctuary building on McCausland Avenue, at the edge of the city near the community
of Maplewood. Here, in this diverse and eclectic area, worship
was held for the first time on Sept. 17, 2006.
Since its beginning, The Gathering has continued to see
dramatic growth. Multiple worship services, a variety of small
groups, a blossoming children’s ministry and a commitment
to serving Kingdom House are just a few ways in which we are
expanding our reach. We look forward to the future, and hope
you will be a part of our emerging history and what God is
doing through our new community.
At The Gathering, we seek to worship God by following Christ
through certain shared practices that reflect the values at the
heart of our community.
• Practice of Community WORSHIP: Worship is one way we
express our love for God and give thanks to Him. Through
regular worship, God teaches us through his word, draws us
closer to one another, and transforms our lives.

• Practice of PRAYER and Meditation: Prayer and meditation
are essential. In a world where we are all addicted to being
busy, regular prayer can help us break our habit of selfish-

Planting churches is hard work and a support team
is vital.
Church planting is hard work. More than one planter
expressed that there were times they struggled with
depression and the temptation to quit. Starting new
ministry involves not only great effort and creativity, but
a great dependence upon the Holy Spirit. Christian Coon
of Urban Village reminded us of the importance of our
“support team” when we engage in ministry, particularly
those who will pray for us.
I came away from the experience grateful for how
God is at work in each of these churches, reaching people
for Christ, and growing the kingdom. I came away even
more hopeful for what Christ can and will do as we follow him and adapt our approach to ministry to effectively
communicate the good news to those in
our communities. •

ness – and instead, open up and listen to what God is saying
to us.
• Practice of SERVICE to the Poor: Service helps us to build
relationships with those in our community. Scripture teaches
that if we want to experience God, if we want to serve him, if
we want communion with him, then we need to be in relationship with the poor, the prisoner, the hungry, the sick.
• Practice of GIVING: Giving opens up our hearts and hands to
serve Christ and our community in new ways. Regular giving
of our money, our resources and our time helps us to recognize that our love is meant to be a gift to others and not a
treasure that we hoard for ourselves.
Read more at: http://gatheringnow.org

Urban Village Church
A four-campus church in the greater Chicago area, includes
sites Downtown (610 S. Michigan Ave.), Wicker Park, Andersonville and Hyde Park in Woodlawn.
The core values of the church are expressed as follows:
We desire to be…
Bold. A church that is rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ,
which tears down walls and builds up life. Where there is authentic joy in gathering to worship God and power in discovering that our lives working together can serve and change
the world. Inclusive. A church where everybody — seeker and
skeptic, Democrat and Republican, gay and straight, young
and old, woman and man — has a real place at the table. We
mean it. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you are
truly welcome here.

Relevant. A church where the gospel connects to the real
world and helps you live your Monday through Saturday life,
where beliefs aren’t rigid boxes to check, but springboards
into imagination and meaningful action.
Core Practices
We Grow. We are all on a faith journey where we learn, ask
questions, and deepen our faith.
We Gather. We come together as a community to support
one another, learn together, and challenge one another.
We Give. We give back and strive to make a difference in our
community, city, and world.
Church Without Walls is a name we’ve given to our community’s ongoing mission. We have a deeply held desire to change
and intentionally move toward God’s calling for radically
inclusive love of neighbor. Our efforts are diverse, constantly
growing and offer all people ways to join this work where
they’re at and in spaces that are comfortable for them. In the
Bible, God consistently calls us to broaden our understanding
of who our neighbor is, seeing all people as created in God’s
image. It’s transformative, messy work that requires humble
participation by everyone. We recognize there are many roads
to creating a Church Without Walls. Urban Village has chosen
to begin our journey by examining the complex relevant issue
of racism, which is deeply rooted in American history and
our everyday lives. As we address personal and systemic race
prejudices and privileges, we will undoubtedly begin to address the countless barriers to inclusion.
Read more at: www.urbanvillagechurch.org.
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• Practice of LEARNING in Community: Learning enables us to
grow in our faith. Studying together opens us to the lives of
others – others who are struggling with the same questions
and issues – and builds the body of Christ by connecting
people.

churches do the 95 percent. Embrace looks to take it a
step farther, doing what others don’t do, in order to make
the experience just a little better, a little more memorable,
and therefore, more likely to have a greater impact on
those who participate.
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Six churches honored as
sesquicentennial churches
PEORIA – Six IGRC churches were among 57 congregations recently
honored by the Illinois State Historical Society as Sesquicentennial
Churches.
The six United Methodist congregations were recognized at July 27
ceremony at United Presbyterian Church in Peoria.
“All of the churches recognized were founded in 1863 or earlier, a
period in our state’s history defined by conflict, internal strife, bloodshed, and by the nation’s Civil War,” said William Furry, executive
director of the Illinois State Historical Society. “Since that time, many
churches have come and gone, casualties of economic hardships,
philosophical and spiritual divides, and, more often, population
shifts from rural to urban communities. Nevertheless, the faith
of your community to share in a common belief in the good of all
people, in the power of forgiveness, in the hope of the future, and in
witness of the divine throughout creation, continues to make Illinois
a wonderful and indeed, holy place to live, work and worship.”
Those congregations earning the sesquicentennial distinction
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bushnell UMC, founded in 1856
Camden UMC, founded in 1855
Effingham Centenary UMC, founded in 1835
Jacksonville Asbury UMC, founded in 1830
Jacksonville Centenary UMC, founded in 1821
Charleston Wesley UMC, founded in 1835

Four United Methodist congregations from the Northern Illinois
Conference – Samsville Ebenezer UMC, Palatine First UMC, Harding
UMC in Earlville; and Sycamore UMC – were also recognized.

Compassionate ways to
help the poor
SPRINGFIELD – The Peacemakers group of Springfield Laurel UMC is
sponsoring a four-week small group study and discussion of ways to
respond to help the poor in a faith-based manner.
The Servant or Sucker series will be held on Sundays from 6:30 to 8
p.m. for four weeks from Sept. 8 to 29, in the church’s parlor. All sessions are free and open to the public. For more information, contact
the church at 217-525-1866, or Joyce Downey at 217-494-9074 or by
email at: joydav1@aol.com.
The DVD curriculum, Servant or Sucker? Compassionate Ways to Help
the Poor, will be used to provide practical, appropriate actions for
addressing these situations on a
personal or organizational level.
The sessions feature the realities
of poverty (time, responsibilities,
money and values); a poverty
tour; interview with those who are
homeless or poor; interviews with
those who have helped and/or
have been suckered; and the steps
to take to be an effective servant
without getting suckered.
Speakers have been invited to participate to provide a local perspective on these issues and to supplement the curriculum.

Journey Conference for women
Oct. 19
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS -- Fairview Heights Christ UMC is hosting its
Journey Conference for women on Saturday, Oct. 19.
Keynote speaker will be Melissa Bishop.
Doors open at 8:30 a.m. with registration and continental breakfast.
The conference runs from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Cost is $15 per person and scholarship assistance is available. Childcare is available for children 6 weeks to kindergarten for $10 person
and this must be arranged in advance with the church. Parents will
also be responsible for providing a blanket and the child's lunch. No
drop-in daycare on the day of the conference will be permitted.
All ticket sales are final but can be transferred to another person by
contacting the church 618-277-4659.
More information and online registration are available by visiting:
http://journeyconference.eventbrite.com/.

Grace hosts golf outing for
Imagine No Malaria
SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Grace UMC is hosting its annual Golf
Outing on Saturday, Sept. 21, with the proceeds benefiting Imagine
No Malaria.
THE CURRENT
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The outing begins at 2 p.m. at Bergen Golf Course, 200 Eastdale in
Springfield. A complete package of golf play, cart, fees and meal
will be $65. Hole sponsorships are available for $100. Registration
deadline is Sept. 14.
For more information, contact the church at 217-523-3335.

Two men’s dream of a Parkinson’s support
group comes true
at Savoy UMC
BY JOHN KRAPS

SAVOY -- Chuck Arbuckle, a retired farmer
from Mahomet, who has had Parkinson’s for 14
years, came back from Florida last winter with a
dream.
“I was introduced to a Parkinson's Support
Group last winter,” he says. “It meant so much to
me to meet other people who walked and talked
Photo courtesy of John Kraps
just like me….And what they told me proved to
Charlie
Rohn
and
Chuck
Arbuckle
practice
their
drumming
technique as part of a
help. When I came home in the spring, I felt lost
Parkinson’s support group that meets at Savoy UMC in the Iroquois River District.
without the group.” He spoke to the pastor of his In the first five weeks, more than 50 Parkinson’s patients and caregiver have come
church, the Rev. Dr. Rachel Berry of the Mt. Ver- together for exercise, fellowship and support.
non UMC, near Champaign, who raised the issue
“drums” which the group repeats. This assists mental and
with the church board. Board members quickly
physical concentration and coordination. After about
realized that their small building had too many stairs to
half an hour of these activities, the group breaks up into
be safe for such a ministry.
So Berry put the word out through the Iroquois River two discussion groups to cover many issues involving
Parkinson’s: medication; therapy; and simply confessing
District Office, asking if any churches had easily accessible buildings and would be willing to host such a group. symptoms which many individuals thought no one else
Charlie Rohn, who had just been hired as operations had.
Most of the patients in the group appreciate “being
director at the Savoy United Methodist Church, has also
able
to talk about my symptoms,” according to Jean Osbeen diagnosed with the neurological condition. He
born
of Champaign. Dave Newton, also of Champaign,
says, “I, too, found a wonderful Parkinson's support
confessed,
“You think it’s only happening to you. (At this
group (in Florida)….I returned wondering, ‘why can't we
gathering)
you realize that other people have the same
have something like this in our area to expand what alsymptoms.
You are not alone.”
ready exists’?” Shortly thereafter, Rohn received duplicate
“I
didn’t
know anyone who had Parkinson’s before,”
emails from Berry and Arbuckle through Charlie’s passaid
Colette
Ramage. Darrell King, who attends another
tor, the Rev. Jim McClarey, and his son who is a United
church,
added,
“It’s neat we can be holding this in a
Methodist minister. He saw this as a call from God to
church.
I’m
glad
to see a church reaching out to people’s
work with his fellow United Methodists to create such a
physical
needs
as
well as their spiritual needs.”
ministry. McClarey authorized Rohn to offer the church’s
Most
folks
seem
to enjoy the interaction and discussanctuary/multi-purpose room for the ministry. A short
sion
because
it
helps
keep them abreast of treatments
series of organizing meetings later, and the two men’s
in
the
field.
But
they
also express some very concrete
dream came true.
frustrations
with
the
failure
of their bodies to obey comIn the first five weeks, nearly 50 people, patients and
mands.
A
universal
irritation
is the challenge of buttoncaregivers, have participated. Average attendance is at
ing
a
shirt
or
blouse.
One
woman
said she keeps a small
least 25. The meetings take place every Monday, from
butter
tub
with
a
slit
cut
in
the
top.
The tub is filled with
10 to 11 a.m., at the Savoy UMC, corner of Duncan (CR
buttons.
Each
day
she
practices
putting
buttons through
900 E.) and Old Church Roads, southwest of Champaign.
the
slot
into
the
butter
tub.
Exercise, communication and socialization form the
The leaders of the group have been deeply touched by
core of the ministry’s program. After an opening prayer,
how
many of the participants were, figuratively speaking,
the group begins with exercises that are appropriate for
sitting
alone in darkness with their condition. Through
people with Parkinson’s: walking in place; swinging
the
connectional
system of The United Methodist Church
one’s arms; lifting the chin, and deliberately breathing as
they
have
walked
into the light of a mutually supportive
deeply as possible. All of these movements stretch limbs
and
therapeutic
group
activity.
and organs which are affected by the disease.
There
is
no
fee
to
attend
the meetings which are open
The agenda then proceeds to banging on drums. The
to
the
public.
For
more
information,
call Chuck ArbuckMt. Vernon Church has provided plastic buckets and
le,
at
217-586-3100,
or
Charlie
Rohn,
217-549-6167.
drum sticks while Berry leads simple rhythms on the

Carlyle VBS contributes to Hannah’s Playground
BY KEITH MICHAELS
Carlyle First UMC

CARLYLE – Children attending
Vacation Bible School at Carlyle
First UMC the week of June
24 raised $1,000 toward an
all-inclusive playground for all
children in neighboring community of Breese, and provided
a challenge to the congregation.
During the week the VBS mission concern for the children
was Hannah’s Playground, a
$250,000 project that is accessible to all children, even those with handicapping conditions. Half of the amount had to be collected before a grant
application can be submitted for funding.
The children were challenged to raise $200 for the playground. By the end of the week, the children raised $500.
At the closing of VBS, another family matched the children’s
efforts, enabling the church to donate $1,000 to the playground.
On July 7, during the morning worship service, Rev. Keith
Michaels challenged the Carlyle congregation to raise
another $5,000 for Hannah’s playground. Since the children

had raised $1,000 in five days,
Michaels told the congregation they could raise $5,000 in
30 days. On July 11, during the
morning worship time, a check
for $5,677 for Hannah’s Playground was presented a check
to Mike, Debra and Morgan Berndson. The church’s contribution
enabled the grant application to
be submitted.
The Berndsons from Breese had
a daughter, Hannah, who died
at the age of 8 years old with
multiple physical disabilities. Hannah could never go run
and play like all the other children. After Hannah’s death
the Berndson family wanted to do something for physically
challenged children and they met Angie Wuebbles, a physical
therapist who introduced them to this all inclusive playground concept.
This playground will have special ground to allow wheelchairs, crutches etc. to move around with no obstructions.
This will allow children who, due to physical and mental concerns, to be able to play just like other children with special
slides, swing etc. This type of playground can be seen on the
website, www.hannahsplayground.com.
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BY ANN CHAMPION
Bishop Hill/Galva First UMC’s

GALVA -- On the occasion of the
Pastor Ann Champion’s anniversary of
ordination, the congregations of Bishop
Hill Community and Galva First United
Methodist Churches held a weekend
of praise, service to our neighbors and
worship in the name of Christ June
28-30.
To kick off the weekend, local
celebrity musicians Danny Blakey and
Jani Tiska to kick off the weekend with a
Friday evening worship.
On Saturday, participants did service
projects for individuals and for organizations around our communities. A
free lunch was served in the high school
cafeteria for anyone in town, including
Photos courtesy of Ann Champion
all workers.
Volunteers work to replace and repair planks on the deck of a home in Galva, while other volunteers did yard work at various locations during the iServe weekend.
On Sunday, worship moved to the
Galva Park District for a celebration
grade kitchen in a neutral location. What was left over we
Visitor's Center in Bishop Hill, to deck rebuilding, to winworship service with Spoon River District Superintendent
were able to pass on to the Galesburg Rescue Mission and
dow cleaning, to landscaping, to painting window frames
Rev. Sylvester Weatherall preaching. That was followed by
Women's Shelter, multiplying the blessing again.
and wicker furniture, to meal planning, preparation and
a cookout meal for all who attended worship, then a free
When we called for workers, people signed up. The
donations of meat, cakes, cookies and gelatin. Each project/
magic program led by Richard Landry and finally swimming Design Team looked at the work and weren't sure we would task was completed with love. It was a weekend that will
time at the park district pool.
have enough people to do it all, but all the work was comnever be forgotten...Praise be to God."
We went out in love to serve our God and our neighbors. pleted by 70 different individuals, putting in a little over 500
Paul Jaquet also shared from his experience as a Design
We went out knowing Christ's love for us and the call to love hours of free labor into our communities. Twelve of those
Team member and project manager for the gym at Galva
one another. We went out knowing that God is the source of who helped were not connected to our congregations but
Kids First. He was also responsible for getting people to
all love and therefore we are capable of loving one another.
joined us anyway, including some who are struggling with
sign up to work. He is so thankful for those 70 persons that
We went out with our theme scripture: We love because God unemployment and still felt called to help others. We were
offered time to serve. Some of them even took time off of
first loved us from 1 John 4:19. We went out with the words blessed with wonderful, God loving, Spirit-filled leaders
work in order to give to others on that weekend. People
of our theme song going through our heads and hearts: Oh
at our Friday night concert, Sunday morning worship and
came together with different talents and it all worked. "I
may all who come behind us find us faithful. May the fire
Sunday afternoon magic show. Our souls were fed, our
don't know how to hang dry wall, but others came who
of our devotion light their way. May the footprints that we
commitment to God reaffirmed and our love of neighbor set could. I don't know how to hang doors, but others did.
leave, lead them to believe and the lives we live inspire them before us in ways that moved us to further commitment to
Everyone giving their personal talents and skills into the
to obey. Oh may all who come behind us find us faithful.
God and to our neighbors.
weekend made everything work. I saw God at work, provid(Jon Mohr, ©1987 Birdwing Music)
Lisa Nordstrom, a member of our Design Team, shared
ing for all our needs."
What we did NOT know was how God would bless our
how amazing it was to go to each work site and see God's
As we move forward from this weekend, we plan to
weekend. In the end we received requests for our labor/
miracles at work. People who have never worked together
continue reaching out into our community and wherever
service from the new Bishop Hill Visitor Center, the Galva
before completed their tasks flawlessly. She saw the faces
the Holy Spirit leads us. Many persons completed interest
Senior Citizens and the gym at FU White School used by
of those who were served, their gratitude, their thanks and
finder cards to help us plan the kind of work they feel God
Galva Kids First daycare. In addition, we sent teams to nine heard their words telling her how grateful they were for
calling them to do.
homes. God blessed our offering of service to the commuthe work teams and the meals they received. "There were
To see more information go to www.neighborsinchrist.
nity with persons willing to let us serve with them. When
some tears of joy from those we served, but mostly there
com or Facebook users can visit our Facebook page at:
we decided to offer a free meal to the community, we were
was laughter and fellowship from the dry-walling/painting/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Galva-First-Unitedblessed by a school system that opened up their cafeteria
soundproofing at Galva Kids First, to the painting of the new Methodist-Church/182579841780175.
in the summer to let us serve our meal from a professional

Trinity UMC hosts leadership development camp
EAST ST. LOUIS -- The Harambee Leadership Camp, a
week-long summer experience, designed to help prepare
students --ages 4 to 16 -- for the upcoming school year
took place Aug. 4-9, 2013 at East St. Louis Trinity UMC.

Photo courtesy of Lisa Campbell

Trenton First UMC recently recognized three students as recipients of
the 2013 J.A.M. Scholarship. Pictured from left are Zach LeCrone, a
member of Countryside UMC in the Iroquois River District and a student at Danville Area Community College; Kami Moorhead, a member
of Trenton First UMC and a student at Indiana Wesleyan University
where she is studying to be a nurse; and Nathan Brown, a member of
Trenton First UMC and student at Murray State University where he is
studying music education with a vocal emphasis. The three recipients
are pictured with Trenton First UMC pastor Mike Rucker.

The scholars, as the young people are called by the camp
leaders, begin the afternoon with a snack and inspirational
chants and cheers in an activity they call Harambee, which
is an East African Swahili word that means, "Let’s pull
together."
After Harambee, the scholars are divided by age and
gender into separate smaller groups with one of the camp
leaders for individualized lessons on culture, values, and
leadership development. The camp curriculum utilizes the
Nguza Sabas, the seven principles of Kwanzaa, to introduce
and reinforce skills in critical thinking, problem solving,
communication, and interpersonal skills. After their lesson
they all come together for dinner with food donated by
the Bridge feeding ministry in St. Louis, Mo.
Muwata Foluke, a long-time activist and community
organizer in the Metro East and St. Louis area, is one of the

Kylah Jones, 15, a scholar in the camp expressed the desire
for the camp to be on-going, "I don't want this to end. I
have enjoyed myself and have learned so much about
myself, community, and culture."
Camp leader Chamon Childress-Hayden indicates that this
is not just a one-time affair. The Childress and Wilson families seek to continue this camp annually but also shared
that contact with the scholars will be year-round. "We
specifically designed the camp to be a year round experience,” she said. “Each of the camp leaders is responsible
for maintaining monthly contact with a minimum of five
scholars. We are committed to supporting and encouraging these children to their greatness and completion of
their college degree."
Wilson also noted the tremendous support of Rev. Nathan
Wolff and the Trinity UMC members. "Rev. Wolff was very
active and hands on. He helped with recruitment, parent
outreach, and making the scholars feel at home at the
church. We are very blessed to have a church ministry
committed to the people of this community,” she said.
The two families raised in E. St. Louis, IL began organizing the camp last year and dedicated their gifts of time,
capital (human and financial), commitment, and love. For
information on how you can get involved and support this
work please feel free to email Wilson at: eslharambeeleadershipacademy@gmail.com.
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The J.A.M. Scholarship – A Celebration of the Music and Life of Justin
Melzer was established with the mission “to honor the memory
of Justin Melzer and his ministry through music and to encourage
participants in church music ministries”. Donations for this scholarship are accepted throughout the year and should be mailed to First
United Methodist Church – 3324 Old Hwy 50 – Trenton, IL with “JAM
Scholarship” written in the memo of the check.

The camp served 30 children and youth who live in the
historic Winstanley/Industrial Park neighborhood in E.
St. Louis. Camp director Salah Wilson, shared that the
leadership camp is meant to inspire the scholars to be their
best and know that they have support from people in the
community that care for them. "We are dedicated to the
children of E. St. Louis. Il. They are our future and if we are
to ever see change in our environment it must begin with
our children," she said.

camp leader volunteers. "All of the adults here are volunteering their time and resources. This is a family effort."
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Despite declines,
signs of

vitality
in
2012
BY HEATHER HAHN*
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The United Methodist Church in the United States
lost roughly the equivalent of the Memphis and Alaska
conferences combined in the past year.
Between 2011 and 2012, the denomination saw
a reduction of at least 87,319 U.S. members. The U.S.
church also saw, on average, at least 50,895 fewer
people in worship each week.
Photo by Joseph McBrayer
This snapshot comes from reports from 57 of the
Photo courtesy of the Dakotas Conference
59 U.S. annual (regional) conferences, which followed
spring and summer gatherings. These totals are not yet official
The Rev. Kathy Hartgraves instructs the children during the Aug. 4 worship at First United Methodist Church in Mitchell, S.D. The Dakotas, the
smallest annual conference in the North Central Jurisdiction, was the only conference in the NCJ to show recorded growth in 2012. INSET PHOTO:
and could face a few adjustments, but the trend seems clear.
Worshippers at Easter fill Glenn Memorial United Methodist Church in Atlanta where attendance has been on a steady rise.
Yes, membership and worship attendance for the majority of U.S. conferences are still falling. The numbers continue
the largest increase in worship attendance is one of the newest —
in general can do more to help reach new people.
a decades-long slide in U.S. church affiliation that extends well
Lowry and leaders of four other conferences that experienced Embrace Church in Sioux Falls, S.D., founded in 2007.
beyond The United Methodist Church. But these figures do not
His conference also has raised more than $250,000 for a
growth shared their insights on increasing vitality in the U.S.
give the full picture
ministry
plan to reach out to the Bakken region of North Dakota,
church.
Their
suggestions
fit
into
four
broad,
interrelated
categoof the denomination’s
where an oil rush is drawing thousands of people to the area.
presence in the United ries: Sharing a vision, developing new churches, transforming
The plan’s “multi-prong approach of establishing support
existing ones and committing to evangelism.
Membership vs.
States, much less the
around
existing congregations in the region, meeting human
global United Method- Cast a vision
worship attendance
needs and creating new faith communities is grounded in the
ist Church.
For the last three to four years, the Dakotas Conference “has
U.S. bishops and other conference leadvery healthy roots of United Methodism,” Kroger said. “Our
Some United
placed an exclamation point on the mission of making disciples
ers tend to prefer worship attendance
movement has always been strongest when we ‘go to where the
Methodist leaders
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,” said the Rev.
to membership as a gauge of church
people are.’”
across the United
Greg Kroger, the conference’s director of ministries. “Conference
vitality.
States tell a different
Transform congregations
efforts have given priority to ministries designed expressly to
story — and they have
Individual churches count membership
Even as he stressed the importance of planting new churches,
equip the local church in reclaiming and living out that mission.”
differently — with some having stricter
the numbers to back
Lowry urged United Methodists not to neglect renewing existing
The conference’s efforts have borne fruit. For the second
requirements than others. Conferences
them up.
ones.
consecutive year, the Dakotas reported increases in average
also vary in how strongly they encourSeven U.S. confer“It should not be either-or, but a both-and,” he said. “One
weekly worship attendance. It gained nearly 370 people in 2012,
age churches to clean their rolls. For
ences increased in
way to think about this is to understand that every existing conachieving total average worship attendance of 20,511.
example, Bishop Mike Lowry attributes
worship attendance,
gregation was at some point a new church start that somebody
“Even where worship attendance has not increased, more
the Central Texas Conference’s consisand eight gained
helped do.”
churches are holding steady, or the rate of decline has slowed,”
tent membership growth in part to the
members in 2012. In
The New York Conference, which encompasses the New York
Kroger said. “In all cases, the importance of visionary clergy and
fact the conference historically has not
fact, at least one conCity area and Connecticut, has been taking that approach, said
lay leaders who are equipped and thoroughly committed to our
had a culture of frequently removing
ference in each of the
Bishop Martin D. McLee. The conference’s weekly church attenmission cannot be overstated.”
people from the membership rolls.
five U.S. jurisdictions
dance was 34,512 in 2012, up 118 people since 2011. He credits
He advises each conference to clarify its vision and align
experienced growth in resources for its “specific geographical, cultural and demographic that gain to the conference’s efforts to form new faith communiWorship attendance “depicts a clear
either membership or
ties and bolster already-existing churches.
context.”
picture of who is in the ‘house,’” said the
worship
attendance.
The conference is among the 11 conferences participating in
The
North
Georgia
Conference
posted
an
increase
of
more
New York Conference’s Bishop Martin
Two — Central Texas
Team Vital, the newest phase of the denomination’s emphasis on
than 4,000 members in 2012, by far the largest numerical gain in
D. McLee.
and Northwest Texas
vital congregations. The conferences are working collaboratively
the United States. Both Central Texas and North Georgia have
Nevertheless, membership remains the
— reported both mem- reported membership increases for 39 consecutive years.
with each other and the denomination’s Council of Bishops to
only measurement used in allocating
bership and attendance
“The North Georgia Conference has a climate of expectation double the number of highly vital congregations during the next
delegates to General Conference, disgrowth.
four years.
regarding membership growth in existing churches and creating
tributing seats on the boards of many
Globally, The
“The emphasis on vitality statistics and metrics has been
new places for new people,” said Bishop B. Michael Watson.
church agencies and determining the
United Methodinformative as we planned approaches to growth,” McLee said.
“We are actively engaged in lay and clergy training to meet these
number of bishops in a jurisdiction. It
ist Church has been
“We have examined worship with a focus on relevancy, style and
expectations.”
is also one of the few metrics collected
growing overall. The
changing demographics. Accordingly, many congregations have
The Rev. Debby Fox, vice chair of the conference’s board
throughout the worldwide church, said
General Council on
modified approaches to worship that have resulted in a more
of connectional ministries, said one of the primary ways the
Scott Brewer, the executive of connecFinance and Adminisconference provides training is through its Connectional Cafe, an ‘friendly’ approach to the worship experience.”
tional relations for the denomination’s
tration, the denomina- online catalogue of 150 workshops for clergy and laity.
Tell the good news
finance agency.
tion’s finance agency,
The workshops, intended to increase congregational vitality,
Lowry said he thinks just about every U.S. conference needs
reported that in the
are categorized into four areas of ministry — discipleship, leaderWhatever their preferred metric, church
to recover an evangelistic thrust and spirit — a drive not only
five-year period ending ship development, missions and worship. They include topics as
leaders agree that counting people is
to invite people to church but also to give them a reason to keep
in 2009, the denomina- varied as “Getting the Most out of Teaching the Bible,” “Strengthimportant.
coming back.
tion grew from almost
ening the Black Church” and “Homeless Ministries.”
“There has to be an answer to the ‘why bother,’” he said. “If
Brewer has the task of reviewing the
11.6 million to nearly
“I believe that active engagement in learning throughout our
numbers submitted by conferences. He
I’m merely coming to church for community, I can get that at the
12.1 million professing lives is essential to growing disciples, engaging them in ministry
said the United Methodist tradition of
local civic group. If I’m coming to church merely to do a social
members. GCFA plans as they are gifted and called, and encouraging them to live in
keeping count reflects a core belief.
service project ... I can get that 100 other ways. You have to have
to release updated offaith every day,” Fox said.
some theological reason.”
“If we truly believe that every person
ficial global figures in
Evangelism, he said, should involve the message of salvation,
Develop new churchesw
matters, then we should celebrate every
October.
which
he described as “the rule and reign of Christ in one’s life.”
Leaders
of
growing
conferences
agree
that
establishing
new
member and every worship attendee
Bishop Mike
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, who leads the Louisiana ConChristian communities is critical to vitality in the present and
as a sign of God’s grace,” he said, “and
Lowry, who leads the
ference, shared a related point. The conference saw its worship
growth in the future.
(view) every removal by charge conferCentral Texas Conferattendance grow by 584 people to 30,596 in 2012.
Decades
ago,
the
Central
Texas
Conference
created
a
fullence action as a reason for mourning.”
ence, cautions that
“I believe our churches experience growth when they are
time, cabinet-level position in new church development, Lowry
churches cannot rely
relevant to the communities around them,” she said.
said.
on any one “silver bul“When we connect in significant ways, when we tell the
“We are reaping the benefits of that work,” he said. “Most
let” for growth.
gospel story, when we reach out and draw in, when we make a
conferences have added that position, but most didn’t add it for
“It’s multiple factors — not just two or three factors — but
difference in the lives of people — it is then that we come face-toanother 20 years. We had a long lead on it, and it makes a huge
more like eight or 10, and they intersect and they intermix in a
face with the living God. It is then that we can transform not only
difference.”
host of different ways.”
their lives, but (also) ours, and the world.” •
His conference added 325 members last year, bringing the
Among those factors is being in an area with a growing
total to 166,857. Its average worship attendance increased by 287
*Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News
population overall. It also helps if the conference already includes
to a total of 46,894.
Service.
churches with a weekly worship attendance that exceeds 1,000.
Kroger of the Dakotas Conference said the local church with
However, church leaders are quick to point out that conferences
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Maximize your pension benefit in 2014

It is very important to understand that the 1 percent is to
be taken out of the pastor’s salary for this contribution. It is a
salary-reduction contribution.
The church will receive a bill from the General Board of
Pensions for the amount that the pastor elects to contribute
to UMPIP, whether it is the minimum 1 percent or greater.
The church withholds this amount from the pastor’s salary
and sends the money withheld to the General Board of Pensions when the bill is received.
The pastor’s contribution to UMPIP -- whether it is 1
percent or greater – should be indicated on line 2a of the
“Green Sheet.” If no UMPIP contribution is indicated, the
church will automatically receive a 1 percent UMPIP bill
from the General Board of Pensions, anyway.
The pastor can instruct the church not to pay the 1 percent bill, but in so doing, the pastor will forfeit 1 percent of
his/her church-funded pension contribution.
Why would you do this? As the chairman of our Conference Board of Pensions says, “Where else can you get an
immediate 100 percent return on your investment?”

BY RICK VANGIESEN
IGRC Conference Treasurer and Benefits Officer

All active licensed or ordained pastors serving local
churches ½ time or more as of Jan. 1, 2014, need to remember that in order to receive the full 3 percent pension
contribution in 2014, pastors will need to contribute at least
1 percent of their compensation to UMPIP. Otherwise, the
pastor will only receive a 2 percent pension contribution.
Most pastors already contribute more than 1 percent
to UMPIP. If this is the case for you, no further action is
required.
• The 1 percent is calculated as follows for pastors who live
in church-owned parsonages: (salary x 1.25) x 1 percent =
annual minimum required UMPIP contribution
• For pastors who live in their own homes, the calculation is
as follows: (salary + housing allowance) x 1 percent = annual minimum required UMPIP contribution
“Salary” is defined as the gross salary set by the Charge
Conference before any exclusions or reductions. It is the top
number on the “Green Sheet”.

Sweet to speak at Covenant Keepers 2014

O’FALLON – Best-selling author and scholar of U.S.
American culture Leonard Sweet will be the featured speaker
at Covenant Keepers 2014 which will be held Feb. 3-4 at the
Regency Conference Center in O’Fallon.
Online registration opens Sept. 1 at: www.igrc.org/
CK2014.
Author of more than 200 articles, 1300 published sermons, and more than 50 books, Sweet’s publications include
the best sellers Soul Tsunami, Aqua Church, Jesus Manifesto
(with Frank Viola), and Jesus: A Theography (with Frank
Viola), as well as many other volumes that are revolutionizing the church’s mission. In 2012, Sweet release several
books, including Viral: Why Social Media is Poised to Ignite
Revival; What Matters Most; the e-book, Real Church in a
Social Network World; I Am A Follower; The Greatest Story
Never Told: Revive Us Again.
Currently the E. Stanley Jones Professor of Evangelism at
Drew University, Madison, N.J., and a Visiting Distinguished

Professor at George Fox University, Portland, Ore., Sweet
was Vice President of Academic Affairs and Dean of the
Theological School at Drew University from 1995 to 2001.
Previous to Drew, Len served for eleven years as President
and Professor of Church History at United Theological Seminary, Dayton, Ohio and is currently their President Emeritus.
Prior to 1985, Len was Provost of Colgate Rochester/Bexley
Hall/Crozer Divinity School in Rochester, New York when
he was in his late 20s. Involved in leadership positions in the
United Methodist Church, Len has been chosen to speak at
various Jurisdictional and General Conferences as well as the
1996 World Methodist Congress in Rio de Janeiro. He also
serves as a consultant to many of America's denominational
leaders and agencies. He is a member of the West Virginia
Annual Conference and a frequent speaker at national and
international conferences, state conventions, pastors' schools,
retreats.

Gun exemption bill
for churches filed,
new FEMA resource
SPRINGFIELD -- With the General Assembly's override of
Gov. Pat Quinn's amendatory veto of concealed carry legislation, the State of Illinois is working to put in place the process by
which persons can obtain permits.
But one state lawmaker, noting
that the legislation enacted did not
exempt churches as "gun free zones,"
filed legislation July 15 to do so.
State Sen. Dan Kotowski (D-Park
Ridge) says negotiations leading
to the week-old concealed-carry
law in Illinois left religious groups
out. Thus, once people are allowed to carry a concealed
weapon, they can do so even in church.
"They should have the same conversations with the
churches that they did with the casinos," Kotowski says of
the architects of concealed-carry.
Kotowski says he hopes to get a bill to ban guns in churches next year, if not sooner. Lawmakers are assured of being
back in Springfield for at least six more days in 2013.
The 2000 General Conference of The United Methodist
Church passed a resolution declaring all United Methodist churches as "gun free zones"(Resolution 3426, Book of
Resolutions 2012). The resolution was reaffirmed by the
2008 General Conference. However, resolutions are to be
instructive and are not considered disciplinary.
Churches may also be interested in obtaining a resource
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
entitled, Developing High Quality EOP’s (Emergency
Operation Plans) for Houses of Worship. The 38-page
resource, published in June is available for download by
visiting: http://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/
documents/33007?id=7649.

New communication team member
SPRINGFIELD – The IGRC Communication Ministries Team
has announced that Kimberly Halusan of Decatur has been hired as
the team’s graphic designer and assistant editor of The Current.
Halusan succeeds Natalie Rowe, who completed her tenure with
the IGRC July 31 and moved out of the Springfield area. She began
work on Aug. 16.
“We are very excited about Kim becoming part of our team, as
we look to take our publication and communication vehicles to the
next level,” said Paul Black, IGRC director of communication ministries. “We are grateful for the nearly three years of service Natalie gave and the contributions she made were
many. Kim brings an experience that will enable her to build on those past successes as we
endeavor to be of service to pastors and laity of the IGRC.”
Halusan has 18 years of experience in newspaper work, serving as a graphic designer/
production artist for the Decatur Herald & Review newspaper from 1994 to 2012. Most
recently, as a freelance graphic designer, Halusan completed work for a local non-profit
organization the included redesign, branding and working with bilingual publications.

Photo courtesy of John Vidakovich

Six students from three different districts completed a 24 hour Basic Lay Servant School hosted at Petersburg
UMC and were commissioned as Basic Lay Servants in the United Methodist Church Aug. 12. The youth studied a variety of leadership opportunities and each gave a five-minute sermon at the conclusion of the school.

Rev. Judy Vidakovich of the Prairie Mission Parish, LaMoine River District, and Rev. John Vidakovich, Petersburg
UMC, Sangamon River District, co-taught the school.

SEPTEMBER 2013

The newest Basic Lay Servants pictured are Kassie Hutchison and Cody Wirth of Morton UMC, Illinois River
District; Adrienne Brauer, Oakford Church, Prairie Mission Parish, LaMoine River District; Maria Brauer, Oakford
Church, Prairie Mission Parish, LaMoine River District; Austin Fields, Fairview Church, Prairie Mission Parish,
LaMoine River District; and Madeline Douglas of Harrisburg First UMC, Cache River District.
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Crawford running to finish off malaria
Malaria is on the run and Mike Crawford, IGRC Coordinator of Congregational
Development, is preparing to run the Chicago Marathon Oct. 13 to help with the goal
of finishing off malaria.
In the past few years from the focused efforts of many organizations, including The
United Methodist Church, the death rate from malaria in Africa has been cut in half.
With additional efforts, the fight to eradicate deaths by malaria can be finished.
Crawford is encouraging people to give to the Imagine No Malaria campaign in support of his Finish Malaria Marathon. He wants his hundreds of miles of training runs
and the 26.2 miles he will run on Oct. 13 to make a difference.
Donate to Mike Crawford's Finish Malaria Run by visiting http://www.igrc.org/
FinishMalaria.

Junior High YAR Oct. 11-13
Junior High YAR will be held Oct. 11-13 at Lake Williamson Christian Conference Center in Carlinville. Speaker for YAR will be singer-songwriter Celia Whitler and worship
will be led by Tim Price.
Registration materials are posted online and can be downloaded. Cost is $115 per
registrant. Registration deadline is Oct. 6, but registrants that register before Sept. 29
will get a free YAR t-shirt. For more information, visit: http://www.igrc.org/pages/
detail/2374.

Applications for CDLI 2014 online
Information and application are now online for the 2014 Congregational Development Leadership Institute.

IGRC youth address hunger, poverty during D.C. trip

To date, 147 pastors from IGRC have participated in the CDLI since 2008. If you haven't
yet participated, check it out and plan to be a part of the 2014 CDLI by visiting:
http://www.igrc.org/CDLI.

BY ALICE SHIRLEY
IGRC Coordinator of Youth Ministries

Early response training sessions set
Several Early Response Training sessions have been set throughout the annual conference. In order to be UMCOR badged -- a person must participate in an Early Response
Team training.
Registrations are open for ERT Trainings by visiting: http://www.igrc.org/disasterresponse. Individual links are listed on that page for the following sessions:
•
•
•
•

Sept. 7 at Neoga UMC, Embarras River District
Sept. 21 at Sullivan UMC, Iroquois River District
Oct. 26 at Salem Grace UMC, Kaskaskia River District
Nov. 2 at Willow Hill UMC, Illinois River District

Most training sessions run from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Registration deadline is always
eight days before the training. If your church is interested in hosting an ERT training,
please contact Sharon Monroe at smonroe50@yahoo.com to schedule a training.

Bishop to speak at Cartwright Memorial
Sermon
PLEASANT PLAINS -- Bishop Jonathan Keaton will be the preacher for the annual
Peter Cartwright sermon on Sunday, Sept. 15 at the Peter Cartwright UMC in Pleasant
Plains. The service will begin at 10:30 a.m.
The annual sermon is hosted by the Cartwright church in cooperation with the IGRC
Commission on Archives and History.

Upcoming UMW events
The Conference United Methodist Women will hold its annual meeting on Saturday,
Oct. 5 at Quincy Union UMC.
The theme is A Time to Grow: Prepare, Witness, Excite and Invite Others to the Table.
Keynote speaker will be Sally Vonner, assistant general secretary for membership and
leadership development for United Methodist Women.
Fellowship hour begins at 8:30 a.m. with the program running from 9:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. Lunch is $15 and tickets are to be purchased from District Treasurers.
The 2014 Assembly for UMW is April 25-27, 2014, in Louisville, Ky. The theme of the
assembly will be Make It Happen. Information about rooms and registration will be in
The Bridge, the newsletter of the IGRC UMW, at the end of August. More information can be found at the Assembly’s website, http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/
assembly/.

FUMMWA to host Choir Festival
The Illinois Great Rivers Chapter of the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and
Worship Arts (FUMMWA) will host a Choir Festival Sept. 28 at Springfield First UMC.
Marion van der Loo, who is well-known locally and internationally both as a choral
conductor and as a vocalist, is the main clinician for the day. The festival will be a fun
learning experience for vocalists and directors of all abilities. There is no music to buy
and learn before the festival.
Download the registration form at http://www.igrc.org/forms/detail/1343, or
contact Laura Drennan at 217-498-8072 or by email at ladrennan@gmail.com.

E-3 evangelism events set for Sept. 18-19
The third in the E3 series of evangelism events, Staying on Mission in the Course of
Conflict, will be offered at two sites within the IGRC.
The United Methodist Center in Springfield will host the event on Sept. 18, while Mt.
Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC will host on Sept. 19. Seminars will run from 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. on both dates.
The seminar, led by Dr. Doug Anderson, will focus on the key factors and processes
that help a congregation communicate well and clearly as they embrace change for
the sake of the mission.
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The youth delegation from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference meet with staff of U.S. Senator Dick Durbin in the senator’s Washington, D.C. office

For more information and to register online, visit: http://www.igrc.org/E3. Individual links
are posted on that page for both the Springfield and Mt. Vernon sessions.
It is not necessary to have attended the first two seminars in the series to benefit from this
event. This is a completely different seminar that will give well needed tools for both clergy
and lay to reach out to newcomers.

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Wearing t-shirts emblazoned with the words, “United Methodists: Finding
Our Voices – Shaping the Future,” 15 high school
youth from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference gathered around a table in the Washington, D.C., office
of U.S. Senator Dick Durbin on July 3 to share their
concerns about homelessness, hunger, and health care
for the poor, and to ask how the senator was addressing them.
The youth were prepared for the congressional
visit by three days of seminars with the United Methodist General Board of Church and Society, whose
office on Capitol Hill faces the halls in which the U.S.
Senate and House of Representatives meet, as if to say,
“United Methodists care how our leaders lead.”
Expressing the hoped-for outcome of the pilgrimage to Washington, D.C., June 28 – July 7, Sydney
Elliott, a 16 year-old from Rochester UMC, said, “God
opened my eyes to the world around me. I will take
home my knowledge that young people can change
their community and world.”
Alexis Smith, a 17 year-old from Colchester UMC,
said, “It makes me want to start special programs
for homeless and those in poverty from my community. My commitment has been strengthened by the
reminder to serve.
Raeann Boero, a freshman this fall at Knox College and member of Mahomet UMC, added, “I now
have a plan on how I want to follow up with these
issues, and the power of hope has brought me closer
to God…. I found it a life-changing experience.”
The three days of seminar included times for
reflection on a variety of topics. In one revealing
conversation, the youth discovered that the causes of
poverty are seldom addressed in the ministries our
local churches traditionally offer to the poor.
In that conversation the youth named a number of
causes of poverty, including lack of quality education,
dysfunctional family systems, corrupt institutions,
greed, physical disabilities, disease and addiction, lack
of adequate health care, poor money management,
poor role modeling, joblessness, homelessness, and
downturns in the economy. They noted that the local
church’s response to poverty is often limited to food
baskets and pantries, soup kitchens, angel trees at
Christmas, and collections of clothing. None of these,
they noted, get at root of the problem.
On two occasions, the participants heard the stories of formerly homeless persons, whose experiences
living in cars and shelters, going without showers,
feeling rejected and invisible, and begging at times
for basics helped them see un-housed people as real,
gifted, endearing, inspiring, and gentle.
One afternoon the participants walked through
the old Shaw neighborhood of Washington, which
had its origins in the encampments of freed slaves
after the Civil War. The neighborhood thrived for
many years on African American creativity, ingenuity,
financing, intellectual resources, and sweat, producing
such artists as Duke Ellington and through How-

ard University leaders as Vernon Jordan, Thurgood
Marshall, and Roland Burris. The neighborhood went
into decline after the race riots of 1968, and in the
years since has gradually become gentrified, displacing the very people on whose backs the neighborhood
was built. In the midst of this displacement, there are
efforts such as those launched by Shaw Community
Ministry to provide affordable housing to those who
might otherwise have to look further away from the
place they call home.
A high point of the trip was visiting Ben’s Chili
Bowl on U Street, a landmark restaurant best known
for sustaining emergency and law enforcement personnel, as well as those negotiating peace, during the
riots. They are even better known for their original
chili half smoke, which participants had a chance to
sample.
On Sunday, the group attended Capitol Hill UMC
and helped set up and serve Café Capitol Hill, a
luncheon for the housed and un-housed that is often
held in the park across the street from the church.
Because of the threat of rain, however, the event was
held inside.
In addition to seminar activities, the participants
visited the Capitol building, Holocaust Museum, and
National Cathedral, along with traditional landmarks
such as the Jefferson, Lincoln, Roosevelt, Martin
Luther King, Jr., Pentagon 9-11, Vietnam, Korean,
Constitution, and World War II memorials. They
also toured Arlington National Cemetery, visiting the
Kennedy graves and witnessing the changing of the
guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
Some in the group toured national museums, Chinatown, and Union Station, while others waited in a
long line for a Georgetown Cupcake and a hoped-for
sighting of the celebrity owners. After attending the
Independence Day fireworks on the National Mall,
18 year-old Jennifer Druse from Coal City UMC said,
“Now I can cross that one off my bucket list.”
Additional adventures included riding on the
Metro, discovering that the automated fare gates
don’t like soggy passes, and conceding that sometimes walking is faster than long lines for trolleys and
subways.
Persons who are interested in participating in a future Church and Society seminar trips to Washington,
D.C., and/or New York City are invited to contact Rev.
Alice Shirley at ashirley@igrc.org or 217-529-2646.

Disability Awareness Sunday Sept. 22
Churches in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference observe Disability Awareness Sunday on the fourth Sunday of September or another date convenient to the congregation.
Planning helps (worship materials, liturgy and hymn suggestions as well as children’s material) for this important
opportunity to raise awareness of people with disabilities
already in your midst and to intentionally affirm your
congregation's welcome and full inclusion of all people can
be found on the IGRC website by visiting: www.igrc.org/
pages/detail/2696.

