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NEWS From The Episcopal Office

NEWS
From The Episcopal Office

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois Great Rivers    
Conference, Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton appoints the following:
Stephen Pichaske to Dunlap Prospect, Vermilion River District (located in Illinois River 
District but being supervised by Vermilion), effective Jan. 15, 2014.

Kathleen Lossau to Fountain of Life, Sangamon River District, effective Oct. 1.

Change of realignment
Linda Harrod to Springfield Woodside-Northside, Associate Deacon, Sangamon River District, 
effective Oct. 1.  This is a new charge alignment.

David Estep to Springfield Woodside-Northside, Lead Pastor, Sangamon River District, effec-
tive Oct. 1. This is a new charge alignment.

Change of status
Haley E. Hausman to Rosiclare, Cache River District, effective Oct. 1.  This is a change of status 
from supply to part-time local pastor.

Russell Riley Rhodes to Deer Creek, Illinois River District, effective Oct. 1. This is a change of 
status from supply to part-time local pastor.

Tawnya Fairchild to Marshall Asbury, Embarras River District, effective Oct. 1. This is a change 
of status from supply to part-time local pastor.

Tawnya Fairchild to Brick, Embarras River District, effective Oct. 1. This is a change of status 
from supply to part-time local pastor.

Robert Baker, discontinuation of a retired clergy appointment, Sangamon River District, 
effective Sept. 30.

Supply not appointed
Philip P. Gardner to Cahokia Park, Mississippi River District, effective Oct. 1 and ending      
Dec. 31. Rev. Gardner is a retired elder serving in a supply arrangement.

Deaths
Beulah Pruett, widow of Rev. Walter B. Pruett, died Oct. 10 in Kyle, Texas.

She and her husband served local churches in the former Central Illinois Conference, 
retiring from Lewistown in 1982. He passed away in 1999.

Condolences may be sent to a daughter: Peggy Gilson, 305 Spruce Drive, Kyle, TX  78640.

Alene Jones, wife of retired pastor Omer Jones, died Oct. 9 in Salem.

She and her husband served local churches in the former Southern Illinois Conference, 
retiring from Mt. Vernon Epworth UMC in 1986.

Condolences may be sent to the Rev. Omer Jones, 350 Woodland Drive, Salem, IL  
62881-2537.

Retired Pastor and Conference Evangelist, Jack Kaley  died Oct. 8. 

He served churches in the former Illinois Conference of the EUB Church and the former 
Central Illinois Conference, then was an approved evangelist before retiring in 1991.

Condolences may be sent to his wife, Barbara Kaley, 501 S. Sangamon Street, Bement, 
IL  61813-1337.

Jack Kilburn, a certified lay servant in the Embarras River District serving at Willow Hill 
UMC died Sept. 27.  

Condolences can be sent to his wife, Beverly Kilburn, 10875 N. 525th St., Oblong, IL  
62449.

Vera Bellamy, widow of the Rev. Jesse Bellamy, died Sept. 19 in Springfield.

She and Jesse served local churches in the former Southern Illinois Conference, retiring 
in 1981. He passed away in 2005.

Condolences may be sent to a daughter, Helen Holm, 640 S Meadowbrook Rd, Spring-
field, IL 62711-8170

A full obituary may be found at the website of Crain Funeral Homes: http://www.
crainsonline.com

From The Episcopal Office
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton

Bishop to lead Holy Land trip
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton will lead a 10-day trip to the Holy Land Feb. 
11-20, 2014.

All inclusive packages starting from $3,196 with departures from St. Louis, 
Chicago or Indianapolis available. Information on the trip and a download-
able brochure is available by visiting: www.igrc.org/holylandtrip. 

Discounts are available for early registration based upon when a $300 
deposit to hold your place is paid. The full itinerary includes:

•	 Days 1 and 2:  Travel Days

•	 Day 3 to Galilee

•	 Day 4 to Nazareth, Megiddo 
and Caesarea

•	 Day 5 to Jericho, Qumran and 
the Mount of Olives

•	 Day 6 to Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem

•	 Day 7 to Jerusalem and the 
Old City

•	 Day 8 to Masada and the Dead 
Sea or Day of Leisure

•	 Day 9 to Jerusalem

•	 Day 10:  Travel date or begin-
ning one of two extensions  
-- Cairo and the Route of the 
Exodus – 4 days for additional 
$798; or a Nile Cruise – 7 days 
for additional $1,448)

ON THE COVER
Ken Runkle, a member of Springfield 
Kumler UMC, tests water at a well in West 
Point, a part of the Monrovia, Liberia’s 
capital city.  Background:  a third-floor 
view of West Point from the John Kofi 
Asmah School, which was built by IGRC 
laity.

Photos by Bunny Wolfe

Jesus Christ or Coca-Cola?
About 10:15 p.m., Friday night (Oct. 18), I ar-

rived home. 
I had just returned from Spanish speaking San 

Pedro Sula, Honduras. Rev. Shane Bishop invited 
me. Powerful, inspirational and eye-opening experi-
ences became a part of my life. To write this article, 
I thought I’d get an Internet snapshot of Honduras’ 
second largest city.  A March 28, 2013 CNN article 
called San Pedro Sula, “the murder capital of the 
world… at least three homicides occur daily,” it 
said. That unfamiliar image jolted me. So did things 
familiar, namely Jesus and Coca Cola.

Responding to 
Jesus’ call to feed my 
sheep, Marvin and 
Karen Steinke created 
Feed My Sheep Minis-
try. They “had to build 
a partnership ministry 
with Jesus in Hon-
duras” after several 
mission visits. Since 
2005, Feed My Sheep 
has passed out Bibles 
(Santa Biblia), made 
donations for student 
scholarships, uni-
forms and school sup-
plies, set up feeding 
projects in churches 
and conducted bian-
nual medical clinics. 
Others joined them, 
including lay folks of 
Fairview Heights Christ UMC. Invited, this bishop 
joined them Oct. 16-18, for one of their medical 
clinics.  

In the sweltering heat and humidity of a Hon-
duran Day, compassionate laypersons ministered 
to Christ in the form of “the least of these.”  They 
gave away sunglasses. Recipients left the premises 
with protection from the sun’s harmful rays. Other 
patients left with restored vision and/or new vision. 
Eye examinations from a practicing optometrist re-
sulted in a pair of glasses with limited waiting time. 
Instead of old glasses not needed by others, every 
patient received new glasses. Two men sat at table 
installing prescription lens into new frames. What a 
moment of rejoicing!!  Patients had no bill to pay for 
their examination or eye glasses. Best of all, they had 
new vision and restored lives. Two doctors treated 
patients free of charge and dispensed medicine 
where possible. When the hot sun caused a pregnant 
woman to collapse; they stabilized her. And the baby 
was fine. Praise God. 

In another room, a dentist used an office chair 
as a dental chair. Examinations and extractions were 
provided with tender, loving care especially with the 
children. 

I asked Kelly, a nurse, why she came to Hon-
duras. “Because I love people,” she said. Now a 
resident in Colorado, Kelly joined her old colleagues 
in medical ministry. To families experiencing a 
veritable Hades on earth, these dedicated laypersons 
offered love and healing hands to all who needed 
them. Later that evening, we had a two hour wor-
ship service in the same space where hundreds of 
people had been given medical attention. We sang, 

prayed and heard the word preached. The following 
morning, five of us walked down to the markets in 
open air. Shane’s father Fred Bishop gave me some 
tracts to pass out. Then, I listened as he did street 
evangelism in Spanish. The spirit of the living God 
was present.      

Coca-Cola impressed me in Honduras as well. 
Not a single word about Coke did I spot in a paper 
read or television program seen. Yet, Coca-Cola 
seemed omnipresent although it is not and God is. 
A visitor from Coca-Cola’s home in Atlanta made it 
plain. “Coke is everywhere. For example, Coca-Cola 

signs showed up on buildings, street signs and street 
vendors. Inside the San Pedro Sula Penitentiary, 
inmates sold everything from shoes, clothes, jewelry 
to food and soft drinks. Yes, they had Coca-Cola for 
sale. 

Consultant Jorge Thiebaud claimed that he 
helped the soda giant attain a 74  percent market 
share with continuing profits (see Jorge Thiebaud, 
San Pedro Sula, Internet). During meals, we ordered 
Coca-Cola often. Instead of root beer floats, our 
hotel restaurant menu advertised Cola Floats. 

One landmark has reigned over San Pedro Sula 
for 30 years. Like the H O L L Y W O O D sign in 
L.A., a huge sign on the Merendon Mountain Range 
has communicated two powerful words, night and 
day; Coca-Cola. 

That sign left me wondering who is transform-
ing whom in Honduras; Coca-Cola or Jesus Christ. 
Regardless of the soft drink’s present influence, 
Coca-Cola doesn’t have a chance to outperform our 
awesome God in the long run. Admittedly, I found 
myself wishing if not praying that God would grant 
IGRC the faith and commitment to claim its market 
share of folk in Illinois for authentic discipleship in 
Jesus Christ. Somebody invited, trained, equipped, 
supported and/or nurtured lay folk from Fairview 
Heights Christ UMC, to use their gifts in San Pedro 
Sula for healing body and soul, abroad and at home;  
Dios de la alabanza.   

Coca-Cola slakes human thirst for one moment 
in time. But the drink of water Jesus Christ offers 
carries the promise that “we’ll never thirst again.”  
Choose IGRC, Jesus Christ or Coca- Cola!! 

Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton  

Photo courtesy of Pam Hoffman

Superintendent Juan Guerrero, Shane Bishop and Bishop Jonathan Keaton taken at Christ Church in San 
Pedro Sula.
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Director of Children and Family Ministries

Are you looking for an exciting leadership opportunity with a growing 
church?  First United Methodist Church in Decatur, IL is hiring for a Director of 
Children & Family Ministries position!

This person will be responsible for growing and sustaining the Children & 
Family Ministry programs at FUMC. We are seeking a motivated, creative and 
energetic individual who wants to make a direct impact on today’s children 
and families.  This position will be supported by dynamic Co-Pastors who are 
looking to grow their team.  Enthusiastic, experienced volunteers are also 
in place.

Candidates with strong faith and an education background, children/youth 
ministry experience and/or experience working with and leading children 
are encouraged to apply. 

This is a full-time position offering benefits and a competitive salary 
($35,000-$45,000) dependent on experience. 

For a full job description including qualifications and responsibilities, please 
visit:  http://www.decaturfirstumc.org/job-descriptions.html and/or contact 
Pastor Kent King-Nobles at pastorkent@decaturfirstumc.org. 

Applications for CDLI 2014 online
Information and applications are now online for the 2014 
Congregational Development Leadership Institute.

To date, 147 pastors from IGRC have participated in the CDLI 
since 2008. If you haven't yet participated, check it out and 
plan to be a part of the 2014 CDLI by visiting: http://www.igrc.
org/CDLI. Deadline is Nov. 15.

Bishop, Cabinet to lead worship at MacMurray
Bishop Jonathan D. Keaton and the IGRC Cabinet will be 
leading a worship service, Faith Among the Highlanders, at the 
Annie Merner Chapel, on the campus of MacMurray College in 
Jacksonville on Monday, Nov. 4 beginning at 6:30 p.m.

There will be time to meet and greet the Bishop and Cabinet 
following worship which will include musical presentations 
from the college and the community, One in Deepest Dark-
ness Dreary (a dramatic retelling of the story of Jonah by Uncle 
Ehud), a message from Cache River District Superintendent 
Roger Russell and closing words from Bishop Keaton.

MacMurray College is one of the historic Methodist schools 
in Illinois with a long history of preparing students who have 
served the church, the community and the state.

Fruitful Congregations introductory            
workshops slated for Nov. 3, 17            
The Office of Congregational Development is holding Intro-
ductory Workshops for the Fruitful Congregations Process in 
two locations in November. On Nov. 3, there will be a work-
shop held at St. John's UMC, Edwardsville. On Nov. 17, there 
will be a workshop held at Knoxville UMC. Both will be from 2 
to 3:30 p.m. 

The Introductory workshop is designed to give church leaders 
information about the Fruitful Congregations Process in order 
to make an informed decision regarding participation in the 
2.5 year process which will begin in the spring of 2014. It is 
anticipated that the full process will start in two locations in 
the spring.

For more information, visit: http://www.igrc.org/pages/de-
tail/2167.

IGRC to host BMCR event
Registration is underway for the 43rd Annual meeting of the 
North Central Jurisdiction Black Methodists for Church Re-
newal Nov. 6-9, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Springfield.

The theme for the event is Making All Things New.

Register online at: http://www.igrc.org/events/detail/2623.

East Bay to host Family Game Night,         
Christmas party
East Bay Camp will host a Family Game Night on Saturday, 
Nov. 16, from 5:30 to 9 p.m. 

Attendees are encouraged to 
bring their favorite board, card or dice 

game or there will be a variety to choose from.

East Bay Camp will also host its annual Christmas party on 
Saturday, Dec. 7, from 4 to 8 p.m.

Come see the camp with all the lights on. Activities include 
ornament decoration, cookie decoration, freeze out hayrides, 
swimming at the indoor pool, holiday games, Nativity coloring 
contest, story time, hot chocolate, brats and hot dogs.

RSVP to East Bay Camp for both of these events at 309-365-
7531.

Baby Fold Festival of Trees nears
The Baby Fold's 20th annual Festival of Trees will be returning 
to the Interstate Center in Bloomington Nov. 21-24 where the 
entire display will be on one level.

Get your tickets today for general admission or any of the 
special events by visiting www.festoftrees.org. 

Launching a new worship service
IGRC Coordinator of Congregational Development Mike Craw-
ford will lead a workshop designed for churches which have 

already made the commitment to start 
a new service to develop the strategy and 
action steps to make it a reality. 

The workshop will be Nov. 22-23 at Murphysboro UMC. 
The workshop begins at 5 p.m. Friday and concludes by 5 
p.m. Saturday. Cost is $15 per person and covers Friday supper, 
Saturday lunch and snacks.

For more information, visit: www.igrc.org/news/detail/1029. 

Harvest hosts young adult mission trip
Harvest Ministry Team is hosting a young adult mission trip to 
Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 5-8.  

Young adults are invited to participate in a trip to serve in the 
Bridge Ministry,  a homeless outreach in downtown Nashville. 
In addition to this anchor project, participants will also be 
working in a couple other ministries, sharing in community 
and worship together, and having some fun around Nashville.  

The $120 registration covers meals, lodging and travel.  Space 
is limited.  

Register at: www.harvestministryteams.com/golo. 
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CHRISTIAN Conversations

Fountain of Life UMC 
‘moving forward’ after theft
BY JASON NEVEL

Springfield Journal-Register

BUFFALO — Even for the church, finding 
forgiveness takes time, says Fountain of Life United 
Methodist Church pastor Bob Baker.

More than two years after first learning that 
Deborah Moore, a worker at the small church in Buf-
falo, stole $231,000, the congregation — for the most 
part — has forgiven her, Baker said.

“We were blind in trusting her, and she used it to 
take a very large amount of money,” Baker said Sept. 
9th. “That leaves some tough feelings that hurt more 
than the money. There was a sense of betrayal and 
being used.

“But we’ve processed through it and came to a 
healthy place where we’re now focused on reaching 
out to the kids in the community.”

Moore, 48, of Riverton, pleaded guilty last month 
to stealing $231,000 from the church and was sen-
tenced to four years’ probation, 180 days in a work-
release program and ordered to pay the full amount 
in restitution.

She was arrested in January 2011. The thefts took 
place between October 2009 and December 2010.

William Hill, at the time chief of the Buffalo-
Mechanicsburg Police Department, said Moore made 
checks payable to herself and forged church leaders’ 

signatures to deposit large sums of money into her 
personal accounts and also to pay off her credit cards.

Baker said that Moore has paid back $90,000, 
and, according to Sangamon County State’s Attorney 
John Milhiser, she will have four years to pay off the 
remaining balance, $100,000 of which will go to an 
insurance policy taken out by the church.

To serve her 180 days of work release, Moore is 
being held at the Sangamon County Jail and is al-
lowed to leave for work in order to continue paying 
back the rest of the debt, Milhiser said.

Baker, who took over as part-time church pastor 
about six months after Moore was arrested, said he’s 
satisfied with how the case has been resolved.

“There were consequences for what she did,” 
Baker said. “The rest of her life will be impacted, and 
she will have a felony record.”

The theft jeopardized the church’s future.
The previous pastor, the Rev. Jennifer Seder, 

moved on, and Baker said he was brought in because, 
as a retired clergy member, “he works cheap.” He also 
said the community came together and raised about 
$25,000 to keep the doors open.

Now, the church’s future looks bright, he said.
“We listened and talked about it and came out 

spiritually and emotionally a healthy congregation,” 
Baker said. “We are moving forward.”

(Reprinted with permission  from the Sept. 10 issue 
of the Springfield Journal-Register, www.sj-r.com).

Add off-site Christmas Eve services this year
BY MACK STRANGE

Many churches know they 
are not connecting with the 
world around them but don’t 
know what to do about it. One 
marvelous way to reach out in 
a grace-filled way occurs on 
Christmas Eve. The celebration 
of God’s incarnate love for us in 
Jesus Christ provides the church with an incredible op-
portunity for outreach. Even in our secularized society, 
there is still a thread of understanding that perceives 
Christmas as holy time. On Christmas Eve, it’s as if 
the world stops and looks at the church and says, “We 
don’t pay much attention to you through the year, but 
tonight, we’ll listen. What do you have to say?”

What I have learned in my experiences of reaching 
out on Christmas Eve at restaurants, nursing homes, 
prisons, football stadium parking lots, and bars, is that 
on Christmas Eve people want to remember. For a few 
moments on Christmas Eve, they want to go to their 
proverbial home and believe that there can be peace on 
earth and good will toward all. In addition to having 
Christmas Eve services at your church, I hope you will 
consider conducting off-site Christmas Eve services 
this year. 

If you are uncomfortable with this idea, you are 
in good company. Remember how hard it was at first 
for John Wesley to reach out beyond the walls of 
the church. But through his experience at New Gate 
Prison and other outside-the-church venues, Wesley 
began to engage the unchurched on their turf. At times 
it was the market square, at other times a church yard, 
or beside a coal mine, or on a city street, or a natural 
amphitheater. 

Where is God leading you to offer Christmas Eve 
services?

Christmas Eve is one of the most special times of 
the year, and, as such, a time when many establish-
ments are open to partnerships with churches. Even if 

some are only seeking increased traffic flow, opportu-
nities are still available. It is important to communicate 
your intent to reach out to the community in a loving, 
hopeful, and celebrative way and that you will not 
bring a judgmental or harsh attitude to the people at-
tending this service that will be open to all. 

One thing we did to help create trust and a true 
sense of partnership when conducting a service at the 
Wildhorse Saloon was to ask the manager to bring 
his family to the service and light the Christ candle 
on the Advent Wreath. He was thrilled to do so and 
after the service commented how meaningful it was 
for him and his family. After the service that night, he 
suggested we add a homeless component to next year’s 
service, where together we would feed the homeless 
who gather on the banks of the river just a few blocks 
from the downtown area of Nashville. Keep in mind, 
this is the manager of the Wildhorse Saloon! The heart 
of God, in the heart of the manager, was revealed as a 
result of a creative partnership.

Not all of the following venues will be available in 
your community. However, review each of them, add 
to the list, and lift them in prayer as possible venues 
for the service you plan to offer. 

Bars. Your outreach here is to the patrons of the 
bar or to those who would not feel comfortable in a 
traditional church setting. 

Casinos. You may at first feel uncomfortable about 
this venue. Ask yourself, “Would Jesus go into such 
places to share love and grace?”  

Hospitals. Many hospitals have chapels, and you 
can offer a service there for patients and their families. 
Some conduct services for emergency workers through 
this venue.

Hotels. Many hotels would love to offer to their 
guests the opportunity for a Christmas Eve service in 
the hotel itself. 

Malls. Christmas Eve day or afternoon would be a 
great time to offer a Carols, Candlelight, and Commu-
nion service for all the shoppers. 

Nursing Homes. Request to conduct a service and 
ask if invitations can also go to family members of the 
residents. 

Police Stations or Fire Stations. If you live in 
a larger area, there may be enough on duty to have a 
service. 

Restaurants. Many restaurants have a party room 
where you can set up your service. The restaurant can 
then offer something no other restaurant can offer in 
your community — a great meal and Christmas Eve 
service with carols, candlelight, and communion all at 
the same place!

When we finished our Christmas Eve outreach last 
year in Nashville, a local news station filmed a segment 
for their newscast that evening. At the close of the re-
port the newscaster unknowingly said these prophetic 
words, “For the folks at Brentwood United Methodist 
Church, if you can’t come to church, the church can 
always come to you.”

(Rev. Mack Strange is on staff at Brentwood UMC, 
Brentwood, Tenn., near Nashville. Reprinted with 
permission from the Oct. 9 issue of Leading Ideas, a 
publication of the Lewis Center for Church Leadership, 
www.churchleadership.com).

Internal accounting       
controls for local churches
Proper handling of money is important to churches of all 
sizes. The procedures outlined in  The Book of Discipline 
(2012) require two unrelated people (the Financial Secre-
tary and the Church Treasurer) and at least two unrelated 
people to serve as the Counting Committee.

It would be helpful to involve an additional unrelated 
person to perform the monthly bank reconciliations, 
when size allows. This outline attempts to keep the local 
pastor out of most of the day-to-day accounting and also 
assumes there is a computer with an accounting program 
loaded and utilized. Where there is not a computer, ac-
counting ledgers would replace them.

In an effort to assist local churches in adopting sound 
financial practices, the Conference Council on Finance 
and Administration developed a document in 2011 listing 
internal accounting controls for local churches. It is avail-
able for download at: www.igrc.org/pages/detail/1947. 

Hess family says thank you
Editor, The Current:
We are so grateful to The Current Staff for including this note 
of thanks

Thank you for all your thoughtfulness in remembering us 
with emails, cards, letter, notes and your gifts to the Africa 
University Student Fund and Preachers Aid Society and also 
the gifts to various charities.

Wayne served the Church for many years with love and 
dignity and touched many lives.  Our thanks to you all.

June L. Hess family



 Local Church NEWS

BY PHYLLIS COULTER
The Pantagraph

NORMAL — Life looked pretty grim for Eric Jjombwe, 
7, of Kampala, Uganda, whose mother was jobless and whose 
father died of HIV/AIDS.

That was before the boy became part of Imani Milele 
Children, a Christian ministry for orphans that gave him a 
place to live and an education. The group’s name is Swahili for 
“believe always” or “faith everlasting.”

Now 17, Jjombwe is part of the 25-member Imani Milele 
Children’s Choir that is on a nine-month tour of the United 
States to raise money and awareness for the organization. The 
choir of 10 boys and 15 girls, ages 9 to 17, danced and sang 
jubilant African songs Wednesday at Olympia High School 
and Middle School in rural Stanford.

“It’s a great experience. I enjoy the roads, the food and the 
cars,” said Jjombwe, who hopes to be a lawyer someday.

“We work a lot and balance school and choir,” said choir 
member Debbie Opaki, 16, who hopes to be a physician one 
day. “The best part is to have a chance to go to school and to 
travel in America.”

Opaki, who joined Imani Milele when she was 8 years old, 
called it “life-changing.”

The choir, hosted by Calvary United Methodist Church in 
Normal, will be in Central Illinois until Oct. 5, said Jennifer 
Bauersfeld, a member of the host church. Other performance 

stops include: the church; The Baby Fold and Parkside Junior 
High School, both in Normal; Westminster Village in Bloom-
ington; and tonight at Decatur New Vision Church.

The children travel with five Ugandan adults, including a 
teacher who helps them continue their education on the road, 
said Stephanie Graham, a nurse 
from Sebastian, Fla., who is travel-
ing with the choir. Her church, 
Crossroad Christian Fellowship 
Church in Sebastian is sponsor-
ing the tour, which will run until 
December.

The choir’s performances raise money for children at 
education centers in Uganda.

“Our target is $100,000. It’s not easy to get there,” said Sam 
Straxy, the choir director.

When the current 25 members of the choir return to 
Uganda, another 25 will begin a nine-month tour. The choir 
has a total of 100 members.

The children who came from abuse and extreme poverty 
“bring a message of hope,” Straxy said.

The Rev. Moses Ssemanda Mbuga founded Imani Milele 
Children. His father, also a Christian minister, died in 1984 
when Mbuga was 22 years old, leaving the son to raise his 13 
younger siblings. He fetched water and worked as a laborer.

In the years that followed, Mbuga said his “heart was so 

broken for the orphans” that he prayed, “Lord what I can do?” 
Soon he adopted three orphans and now, 20 years later, more 
than 3,000 children have been helped by the ministry, he said.

People are impressed with the choir members’ good man-
ners, appreciation and knowledge, he said, adding the key is 

the “fear of God, discipline and education.”
“People have fallen in love with our children,” he said.
They succeeded in charming Olympia.
“I thought it was great that they can express their culture 

and bring it to Central Illinois,” said Olympia senior and band 
member Kenyon Jodlowksi, who enjoyed the choir during his 
Contemporary History class.

Olympia school cooks, who served the choir lunch, also 
popped in for the performance.

“They are so wonderful. It was so fun for everyone to have 
them here today,” said cook Pat Peifer.

(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 3 issue of the 
Bloomington Pantagraph, www.pantagraph.com)

A final service: Bloomington Grace UMC closes after 99 years 
BY KEVIN BARLOW
The Pantagraph

BLOOMINGTON — Grace United Methodist Pastor Rick Kerr 
was having trouble sorting out his feelings in the moments 
after delivering his last sermon and last prayer at the church 
Sept. 29.

“I have been here for 13 wonderful years,” he said. “There have 
been some wonderful memories in this church. There has 
been a great deal of history made here. People have been 
married here. People have been baptized here and it’s been a 
wonderful place to worship.”

Several weeks ago, church officials voted to close the church 
because of declining membership and increasing mainte-
nance costs.

“We have been struggling for the last 15 years,” said member 
Bill Lishka. “I am 61 years old and I am considered to be one of 
the kids of the church. The age of the congregation is heavily 
weighted toward those in their 70s and 80s and so we just 
don’t have the resources we used to.”

All memberships will be transferred to the Calvary Methodist 
Church, but members have the option to choose their own 
church. Several have been visiting other churches in recent 
weeks. About 100 people attended Sunday’s worship service, 
about twice as many as normal.

The decision to close now was made because of a failing 
boiler system in the church, which was opened 99 years ago. 
Officials were concerned the lack of a properly-working heat-

ing system would interfere with the services.

“It’s been repaired several times since it was installed in 
the 1960s and there is just a point where it needs to be 
replaced,” he said. “That’s at least $100,000 and we just 
can’t keep up with all of the expenses.”

Like Lishka, Kevin Lowery is basically a lifelong member.

“Back in the day, we had about 300 people here every 
Sunday,” he said. “I started when I was a baby and it’s a 
close-knit family.”

For the past 30 years, Marie Winquist has taught Sunday 
School at the church and described Sunday as a “very 
tough day.”

“It does bring joy to my heart, though, to know that this 
church has helped so many people over the years,” she 
said. “It has been a big part of my life and I have loved all 
of the students who have passed through here. I’m really 
going to miss everything about this church and these 
people.”

“A lot of the people in this church were born and raised in 
this church and they thought they would die in this church,” 
Lishka said. “But I think for the most part, we have all worked 
through the process, have accepted it and made our peace 
with it.”

Still, Kerr said he leaves, wishing he could have done more.

“I felt like we worked as hard as we could to save it, but there 
is always going to be a feeling of whether there was some-

thing else we could have tried or something like that,” he said. 
“Right now, my feelings are kind of all over the place. But 
I know this church was made up of good people and I will 
never forget them.”

(Reprinted with permission from the Sept. 30 issue of the Bloom-
ington Pantagraph, www.pantagraph.com)

shares spirit 
with Normal 
Calvary, Baby 
Fold on tour

Photo by Lori Ann Cook-Neisler, The Pantagraph

Marie Winquist, right, and Becca Evans, both long-time members of Bloomington Grace United 
Methodist Church hug after the last service was held Sept. 29. 

Photo by Lori Ann Cook-Neisler, The Pantagraph

Imani Milele Children's Choir members Andrew Ndawala, 14, and Gloria Akello, 16, perform for students at Olympia's high school and middle school in rural Stanford, Oct. 
2. The children cared for by a Ugandan Christian ministry are touring the United States. 

UGANDAN 
CHILDREN’S 
CHOIR

“I thought it was great that they can express 
their culture and bring it to Central Illinois.”
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Local Church NEWS

BY MARK TUPPER
Decatur Herald & Review

DECATUR — It’s hard to know what concerns Ron Rector 
more. Is it the difficulty of saying goodbye to a Decatur that 
has been his home for much of 25 years? Or the uncertainty of 
packing up his life — including his advancing multiple sclerosis 
— and toting it all to Texas?

Either way, it’s a bittersweet time for Ron and his wife, 
Mary Ann, as they bid farewell to Central Illinois. During a 
quarter century in which Ron was a sports anchor at WAND-
TV, worked in television and radio for other area stations, and 
seems to have found his calling in the ministry, Decatur has 
made these natives of Tennessee (Ron) and Arkansas (Mary 
Ann) feel like they belong here. But early in October, they will 
head to Pflugerville, Texas, outside of Austin, a move that will 
put them in the same state with their three children, hopefully 
anchoring them for what Ron bravely accepts as a challenging 
future.

Diagnosed in 2009 with primary progressive multiple 
sclerosis, Rector has gradually been losing the use of his legs, 
exactly as doctors predicted he would. But it’s his smiling face 
and his refusal to adopt a “why me?” attitude that has made 
him an inspiration to friends and those he has ministered, 
lately thanks to a position provided to him by Grace United 
Methodist Church.

“I’ve had people come up to me and say, ‘You inspire 
me,’” Rector said. “I just try to be as upbeat as I can. I’m lucky 
because I’ve had a chance to minister to others with different 
afflictions and some have told me, 
‘Ron, at least you must know what 
I’m up against.’”

That brings comfort to Rector, 
and it’s even an inspiration to other 
pastors who have known him be-
fore and after his diagnosis.

“He has always been upbeat 
and never discouraged,” 
said Pat Pajak, former senior pastor at Tabernacle 
Baptist Church who now serves as the associate executive 
director of the Illinois Baptist State Association. “He just keeps 
on keeping on. He has stopped by the house a few times when 
he was discouraged and said, ‘I need a little help.’ I’ve just told 
him, ‘Don’t give up. God is not done with you yet.’”

Surely there are days when Rector must feel like throwing 
his hands up in surrender.

He moves mostly with the aid of a walker nowadays, al-
though a wheelchair is sometimes a more practical option.

“I generally feel good,” he said in describing his condition. 
“No pain. I just move like a rusty gate. I use the walker much 
of the time and the wheelchair in crowds or when we’re going 
longer distances. Or on bad days.

“I know I will be more wheelchair-bound in the future.”
That’s where the move to Texas makes sense to this couple 

who met through their television jobs in Fort Smith, Ark.

Rector’s father, Jim, is an 
80-year-old leukemia survivor. Jim 
lived in Decatur and when Ron 
Rector had a chance to anchor the 
sports desk at WAND in 1989, that 
brought him and Mary Ann to 
Central Illinois.

Rector’s memories in sports are 
many and they are recalled with 
crystal clarity. He can tell you about 
favorite high school athletes, rela-
tionships with college coaches and 
how while covering the Illini foot-
ball team at the Hall of Fame Bowl 
in Florida when he nearly choked to 
death on a piece of hamburger.

“I started turning blue,” he said. 
“An Illini player jumped up and 
performed the Heimlich maneuver on me. Might have saved 
my life.”

Even now, Rector keeps a hand in sports. He is doing radio 
play-by-play for high school football games broadcast on 
WXFM in Mount Zion. That might seem a modest hobby un-
less you happen to arrive at the stadium early enough to watch 
Ron drag himself and his failing legs step by step up the bleach-
ers, clinging to the handrail, pulling himself up to the elevated 
press box.

His last game was at Mount Zion High School on Friday, 
Oct. 4.

Although 
always a man of 
faith, it wasn’t 
until encourage-
ment from minis-
ter friends like 
Pajak and Wayne 
Kent of Decatur’s 

First Christian Church made him give the ministry an honest 
try.

Framed on his wall is a note Pajak passed to Rector in May 
of 1998, hand-scribbled on a prayer program..

“God is calling you,” Pajak wrote. “Answer Him. Don’t miss 
it, brother.”

Kent offered a similar nudge, suggesting that he enroll in 
seminary classes at Lincoln Christian. “So off he went and the 
next thing he’s doing ministry full-time,” Kent said. “He was in 
mid-life, and that’s a big gamble when you think about it.”

Kent stays in close touch with Rector and he sees a man 
who is secure enough in his faith not to question why God has 
handed him this challenge.

“I think Ron is settled with it,” Kent observed. “And there 
are very few people who can get there, at that age, with that 
disease.

“He has his life in perspective and I can tell you Texas’ gain 

is Decatur’s loss when it comes to ministry in our city.”
Ron and Mary Ann Rector hope to settle into their new 

Texas home and get a van with a mechanical lift. They’ll be 
grateful to be closer to 26-year-old son Scott and his wife, Jen-
nifer, and six-year-old granddaughter Kaylee. They are moving 
from Winston-Salem, N.C., to Austin in late October.

They’ll be just miles away from 23-year-old son Jonathan 
and his wife, Shanna, who live in Austin. And they’ll be closer 
to daughter Sarah, 21, who is a senior at Baylor University in 
Waco.

Mary Ann Rector said the children are aware of their 
father’s worsening condition, although she has purposely not 
heaped the details on them.

“I’ve been careful about not burdening the kids,” she said. 
“They are just starting to get going with their own lives. But it 
will be good to be near them.”

Ron Rector approaches the uncertain future with his faith 
securely in hand.

“I’m confident this new chapter will be a good one,” he said. 
“I don’t know what’s coming and I kind of like that.”

Rather than dwell on the future, he instead leans on the 
bible.

“The Bible says today has enough worries of its own,” 
he says with a soft smile. But he is human and curious and 
although he maintains a sunny outlook, he knows he faces a 
formidable opponent.

“I have to come to terms with the reality of it and at the 
same time balance my dogged determination,” he said. “But as 
things go on, sure, I wonder in a couple of years what it will be 
like.”

Kent marvels at Rector’s fortitude.
“There is something very potent about watching someone 

struggle to get to the pulpit and then say, ‘Let me tell you about 
how we live together.’

“It’s a powerful message.”

(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 3 issue of the Deca-
tur Herald & Review, www.herald-review.com)

Photo by Lisa Morrison, Decatur Herald & Review

Directing pastor at Decatur Grace United Methodist Church, the Rev. Sig Bjorklund thanks the Rectors, Ron and 
Mary Ann for their service to the church.

Photo courtesy of Karen Rivera

Lynn Dixon, left, with Rev. Kelly Cox, pastor of Decatur Christ UMC.

BY KAREN RIVERA
Decatur Christ UMC

DECATUR -- Lynn Dixon, a member of Decatur Christ UMC, was 
named the first Virgil Fergason Favorite Son/Daughter Award re-
cipient during the church’s 60th anniversary celebration Sept. 22. 

Dixon is a member of the Praise Team and a frequent soloist 
during worship. He is a certified lay speaker and serves as a litur-
gist each Sunday to assist the pastor during worship. He is the 
chairman of the Outreach committee and continuously thinks of 
creative ways to reach out to the surrounding neighborhood as 
well as to plan activities for the congregation. 

These include the soup supper which is coordinated with Deca-
tur First UMC to contribute to their Art with Heart project. Other 
activities that he organizes are the fall food drive for Northeast 
Community Fund, trunk or treat Halloween candy distribution, 
all church birthday dinner and dessert auction, Farm Prog-
ress Show volunteers for Methodist food tents, and an annual 
neighborhood picnic. Although it takes many members of the 
congregation to carry out the plans, Dixon is the driving force 
and the cheerleader to promote these events. He has encour-

aged many families to attend Christ Church, and they have also 
joined the church. 

Dixon has applied his woodworking skills to improve various 
areas of the sanctuary and the parsonage.

An individual plaque was presented to Dixon during worship, 
and his name was also engraved on a permanent plaque that 
will be displayed at the church. 

“Christ UMC is full of positive and supportive members who have 
nothing but the best considerations for the congregation, Chris-
tian witness, and living in the gospel,” said Rev. Kelly Cox, pastor 
of the church. “Virgil Fergason was one of those.”

Fergason was an integral part of the church and its mission until 
his death in 2011. The award was created to honor the memory 
of Mr. Fergason as well as to recognize the service of a current 
member each year.

 “In the years to come, Christ UMC will have a way to recognize 
individuals who show the same Christian values and service to 
their church, their God, and their community,” Cox said. 

Decatur Christ creates award 
for outstanding service

Decatur Grace staffer’s battle with MS an inspiration 
as he leaves for Texas

“There is something very potent about watching 
someone struggle to get to the pulpit and then say, 
‘Let me tell you about how we live together.’

“It’s a powerful message.”



BY MATTHEW DUTTON
Galesburg Register-Mail 

MAQUON -- The brisk weather of October means 
it’s Scenic Drive time for residents in and around Knox 
County.

Although the drive is well known for the yard sales 
and craft vendors, what really pulls in not only the 
locals but travelers from other states are the annual 
dinners and food vendors.

One of the most locally renowned food booths 
found on the drive is the Maquon Mason’s pork chop 
and ribeye fundraiser. Selling roughly 2,000 sand-
wiches over the course of both weekends, the Masons 
sell slow-roasted meats in front of the group’s building, 
working together with the Mohammed Shriners Traffic 
and Transportation Club to make the entire operation 
continue year after year.

“It is our biggest fundraiser of the year. The money 
we make goes to building upkeep, but we also donate to 
a history scholarship and other worthy causes around 
town,” said Bob Pruett, a member of the Masonic 
Lodge, which was chartered in 1867. “If we didn’t have 
this fundraiser, the doors would probably have been 

shut years ago. Scenic Drive gives people an opportu-
nity to come to Maquon who might not otherwise. It 
helps local organizations like ours and the church. It is 
a place to showcase our community.”  

The Mason’s fundraiser is one of the oldest tradi-
tions on the Knox County Scenic Drive. For more than 
30 years, the group has been serving the public and 
gaining countless return customers.

“Masonry is all about helping people. We try to give 
good quality food at a reasonable price. This fundraiser 
is to help run the lodge, but also fund programs we do 
throughout the year,” said Tom Morse, a Master Mason.  
“Our scholarship program involves nine surrounding 
schools. We are trying to raise it to three $750 scholar-
ships for the schools in the district. There is a lot of 
pride in this area. It’s a small community, but it has 
always tried to treat people right. I’m pretty proud to be 
from Maquon.”

Also well-known in Maquon are the apple dump-
lings that have been sold by the Maquon UMC for 
several years.

“The apple dumplings started as a small fundraiser, 
but it has grown to be a major fundraiser for our 

church,” said Sandy Fleisher.  “We probably serve 150 
people per day. Scenic Drive is of major importance, 
because it helps bring people into our community that 
wouldn’t otherwise be here.

“It also builds fellowship ... and it’s fun,” she said. 
”I enjoy being here and talking to the people. We have 
people that come every year from different states.”

Orange Chapel UMC, a rural church located 
between Knoxville and Maquon, has become a popular 
destination on the typically chilly weekend days of 
Scenic Drive.

Well-known for its chicken noodle dinner, the 
lunch also serves as the church’s most lucrative fund-
raiser of the year.

 “The chicken noodle dinner is what keeps us go-
ing,” said organizer Barb Shook. “Some of us have fam-
ily members who started the church, and we certainly 
don’t want to give it up. Generally, the first day covers 
expense, and the rest goes to the church. Scenic Drive 
is very good for our community.”

(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 7 issue of 
the Galesburg Register-Mail, www.galesburg.com)

 Local Church NEWS

BY DOUG SCHORPP 
Quad-City Times

MILAN -- Quiet, unassuming and frugal, Grant and Virginia Briss-
man dedicated long hours and hard work to their small business 
and to the betterment of their adopted home of Milan.

Now, those commitments are directly linked to a legacy they 
have left to the village of 5,000.

The Grant W. Brissman and Virginia M. Brissman Foundation has 
been established with assets of $2.8 million. The foundation 
board will select its first grant recipients this fall. Applications are 
being accepted from nonprofit organizations located in Milan. 
The deadline is Oct. 15.

The Brissmans were long-time residents of Milan.

Grant was a graduate of Rock Island High School and the former 
Brown's Business College. He was a pioneer Milan business 
owner, starting Brissman's Auto Supply in 1948. The business 
served Milan and the surrounding communities for nearly 30 
years before he retired in 1978.

Virginia worked for Illinois Bell Telephone Co. for 40 years before 
retiring in 1977.

They had been married for 60 years when Grant died at age 88 in 
2004. Virginia was 94 when she died in 2010.

The foundation was established through their estates.

While the foundation board will select grant recipients later this 
fall, one organization already knows it is among them. Volunteers 
are preparing to open the Milan Christian Food Pantry in the next 
month or so with funds from the foundation, said the Rev. Joyce 
Chamberlin, pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Milan. She is 
president of the food pantry board.

 "We did have a food pantry, but it closed a couple of years ago," 

she said. It was run by St. Ambrose Catholic Church. But the small 
building it was using fell into disrepair.

"It had closed and we were trying to find way to reopen it," 
Chamberlin said. "The trouble was, we did not have a place. But 
then came the community trust established by the Brissmans 
and part of its intent was the elimination of suffering, which the 
pantry will do.

"We hope to open the food pantry by the middle of October, the 
first of November at the latest. There are six churches involved. 
The grant will take care of the building and the basic startup. But 
it will be up to the churches, organizations and businesses to buy 
the groceries. We are part of our connection of pantries through 
Churches United."

The six churches overseeing the pantry are St. Ambrose, First 
Presbyterian, The Bridge Foursquare Church, Trinity United 
Methodist, St. Matthew Lutheran and St. Patrick's Catholic Church 
in Andalusia. The pantry, at 128 W. 4th St., will be open 9 a.m. to 
noon Monday; 1-5 p.m. Thursday; and 5-7 p.m. the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month.

The administration of the foundation is being handled by the 
Community Foundation of the Great River Bend.

“This partnership between the Brissmans Foundation and the 
Community Foundation ensures that the charitable wishes of 
Grant and Virginia will be carried out for years to come,” said 
Susan Skora, president and CEO of the Community Foundation. 

 "It is too bad more people didn't get to meet them," Huiskamp 
said. "Who would ever think a guy running a small auto parts 
store and things would grow enough to give more than $3 mil-
lion to others. This is a substantial amount. Most people wouldn't 
realize the Brissmans had this kind of money."

(Reprinted with permission from the Quad-City Times, www.qconline)

Rosemary Grohmann, left, and her daughter, Nancy Thomas, right, serve up slices of pie in the basement of Orange 
Chapel United Methodist Church near Gilson during the Knox County Scenic Drive Oct. 6.

Photo by Larry Fisher, Quad-City Times 
Pam Versluys, a member of Milan Trinity UMC, sands the door 
frame of the new Milan Christian Food Pantry. The Grant 
W. Brissman and Virginia M. Brissman Foundation provided 
funding for the food pantry.

FOOD, FELLOWSHIP AND COMMUNITY
Knox County 

Scenic Drive 
a means of outreach 
for Maquon, Orange 
Chapel UMC’s

Photo by Steve Davis, Galesburg Register-Mail

Milan Trinity part of ecumenical food pantry funded by Brissman Trust
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BY TONY REID
Decatur Herald & Review

DECATUR — The 
most poignant voices at the 
Oct. 6 farewell reception 
for Betty Gaumer were the 
ones that didn’t talk out 
loud.

But they spoke vol-
umes in the heaps of letters 
from grateful service men 
and women writing back 
to say “thank you” for care 
packages sent from Decatur 
to countries like Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Gaumer, who 
founded the family and 
troop support organization 
Operation Enduring Support with her late husband, Dave, has 
touched countless lives in far-flung frontlines in the war on 
terror.

“The Merry Christmas signs we are hanging up every-
where,” read one letter on display at Grace United Methodist 
Church, the home for Enduring Support. “And the air freshen-
ers, well, we are an infantry unit, and all guys, and so, yes, they 
are quite welcome in our rooms. It’s nice to receive things from 
home and even nicer when they are from a local community.”

But after years of taking care of others since the creation 
of the support group in 2003, it’s time for the 80-year-old 

Gaumer to start taking care of herself. Left with de-
bilitating hand injuries after a June car accident, 

she is demobilizing from active duty and 
leaving Decatur to be near family 

in Kansas, where she will 
undergo 

surgery to help her recover more 
fully.

She has passed her command 
duties to friend and admirer Ann 
Irwin, 75, who now assumes the 
leadership of Enduring Support. 
“A tough act to follow? Of course 
she is,” Irwin said. “She brought 
dedication and caring. Betty had 
started the group as a support 
group for military families, and 
then it also developed into the 
care packages we send, and we 
are now doing two large mailings 
a year and small mailings upon 
request.”

Gaumer, who has two sons 
who are both veterans, carefully 

reads all the letters she gets back from soldiers and can tell by 
their words that the work of Enduring Support is needed now 
as much as it ever was. “The tone of the letters from Afghani-
stan is totally different than the tone of the letters from Iraq,” 
she said. “These are the guys and gals who are worried about 
being forgotten.”

But Gaumer never forgets, and will miss the camarade-
rie of being on the front lines of remembering as those care 
packages get mailed. “I am going to miss this because I felt like 
my life was worth something and that what I was doing in my 
retirement years was worth something,” she said.

“You read those letters, and you know we are doing what 
we need to do.”

(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 7 issue of the 
Decatur Herald & Review, www.herald-
review.com)

A Veterans’ Day 
story of bravery
(Editor’s note: Kenneth “Tuck” Belton is a member of the 
Jerome UMC in Springfield.)

BY MARK DEPUE
Kenneth “Tuck” Belton didn’t give much thought 

to tulips when he was growing up in rural Tallula. They 
were just a sure sign that summer would soon arrive in 
central Illinois.

His perspective changed in the winter of 1945. He 
was a downed B-17 pilot hiding out with the Dutch 
Underground, and tulip bulbs became the thin thread 
between his survival and starvation.

Belton was no stranger to hard times. His father 
was a coal miner before being seriously injured on the 
job early in the Depression. From that time forward, 
life was tough for the Belton family. Tuck joined the 
Army Air Forces in the summer of 1942 and mar-
ried his sweetheart, Virginia Atterberry, while going 
through training.

By 1945, he was piloting a B-17 on bombing runs 
over Germany. On Jan. 20, while returning from his 
fifth mission, Belton’s aircraft was hit. He bailed out 
over northern Holland, the only crew member to sur-
vive. He immediately was taken in by members of the 
Dutch Underground, who hid him away in a chicken 
shack for several weeks, with little more than tulip 
bulbs to eat.

The next few months Belton lives life on the edge, 
sharing the precarious existence of his fellow Dutch 
Underground members, masquerading as William 
Shank, a deaf and mute bookbinder.

Veterens Day NEWS

BY BARBARA DUNLAP-BERG AND KATHY L. GILBERT*

The observance of Veterans Day, Nov. 11, began almost a century 
ago.

In the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, the 
Allied nations and Germany declared an armistice — a tempo-
rary cessation of hostilities — in World War I. Commemorated as 
Armistice Day the next year, Nov. 11 became a legal federal holiday 
in the United States in 1938. After World War II and the Korean War, 
Armistice Day became Veterans Day, a holiday dedicated to U.S. 
veterans of all wars.

Now is the perfect time for congregations to engage in ministry with 
active troops and the families left behind. Here are 20 ideas.

Reach out to soldiers

•	 Bless deploying troops, praying for safety and for peace. In-
clude deployed soldiers on the weekly prayer list. At Christ 
United Methodist Church, Franklin, Tenn., the list includes 
friends and relatives of church members and constituents as 
well as those with a formal relationship with the church.

•	 Send birthday cards and personal letters of encouragement. 
Angie Doerlich founded “Hugs for Soldiers” in 2003 as a 
ministry of First United Methodist Church, Duluth, Ga. The 
program has grown from encouraging 31 soldiers deployed 
from Fort Benning, Ga., to more than 1,000 service men and 
women. Families, individuals, schools and church groups 
“adopt” troops to receive supportive mail during their tour 
of duty. Hugs for Soldiers also assists military spouses and 
children in Duluth through Thanksgiving and Christmas 
food drives. 

•	 Invite children to write thank-you notes and draw pictures 
for troops, especially at special times such as Veterans Day. 
This is a good class project. 

•	 Assemble and send care packages. Here is a list of sug-
gested contents from Hugs for Soldiers. When the spouse of 
a newly deployed soldier began attending Glendale United 
Methodist Church, Nashville, Tenn., members sent care 
packages and letters to him throughout his deployment. 
They assured the young man that members were caring for 
his wife and daughter back home. 

•	  Do something special for troops during the holidays. One 
idea is to sew Christmas stockings from camouflage-print 
fabric, fill them with goodies and mail them to soldiers.

•	 Make lap robes for injured troops using instructions from 
eHow mom.

•	 Send a Cup of Joe for a Joe. Since 2009, the Green Beans 
Coffee Company has delivered a cup of coffee and a per-
sonal note to troops serving far from  home. The company 

has cafés on military bases in Afghanistan, Djibouti, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Qatar, Southwest Asia and United Arab 
Emirates.

•	 Start a military support group like Liz Whitley did at First 
United Methodist Church, Oviedo, Fla. “It’s put me in contact 
with thousands of soldiers and their stories,” she told a 
Seminole Voice reporter. “They remind us why we’re here 
and the importance of what we’re doing.” 

•	 Go to the United States Department of Veterans Affairs 
website for planning ideas and images. 

•	 Study and discuss The United Methodist Church’s position 
on military service, which reads in part: “We support and 
extend the ministry of the Church to those persons who 
conscientiously oppose all war, or any particular war, and 
who therefore refuse to serve in the armed forces or to 
cooperate with systems of military conscription. We also 
support and extend the Church’s ministry to those persons 
who conscientiously choose to serve in the armed forces or 
to accept alternative service. As Christians we are aware that 
neither the way of military action, nor the way of inaction is 
always righteous before God” (The Book of Discipline, 2012, 
Par. 164 I). 

Reach out to families

United Methodist Chaplain Laura Bender, who serves at the United 
States Marine Corps Wounded Warriors Regiment in Quantico, Va., 
offered suggestions for starting a conversation or beginning a local 
church program.

•	 Identify the military families in your community. 

•	 Are there any wounded veterans? Offer their families as-
sistance with yard work, errands, child care, respite care and 
transportation to appointments. 

•	 Start a “veterans only” fellowship. Reservists and veterans, 
especially in areas remote from military bases, often find 
it difficult to find others with whom to speak about their 
military experiences. Those who have experienced combat 
are especially in need of fellowship with other combat vets. 
Begin with the veterans of any war who are in your congre-
gation. Ask them to do a community-service effort, a build-
ing project, an athletic event or a meal together. Include 
only veterans. Leave them alone. Let them talk. If a few are 
motivated enough to invite other veterans and plan other 
activities, you’ll have an ongoing program. Even if they 
meet only a few times, you’ve given them the opportunity 
to identify those with whom they can confide.

•	 Holidays can be especially difficult for military families who 
move often and usually live far from extended family. Invite 
them to share an activity or meal with your family. Give 
them good community info like where to get the freshest 

real Christmas tree or the best deal on decorations; 
what parades, concerts and festivals are held annually; 
and directions to the sunrise service. Ask what additional 
support they need through the holidays while their loved 
one is deployed. If they are reluctant to seek help, do some-
thing nice to surprise them and don’t wait for a response.

•	 Invite military family members to participate in community-
outreach projects with other members of the congregation.

•	 Evaluate how welcoming your church is to newcomers. 
Military families often live in a community for a short time, 
rarely more than three years and often much less. Must a 
person sing with the choir for years before being offered 
a solo? Do children of long-term civilian families always 
get the leads in the church play? Are project chairs only 
selected from long-term members? If the answer to any 
of those questions is "yes," military families could spend a 
lifetime being on the outside and never having a significant 
role in any of the churches they attend. Remember to allow 
even your short-term members an opportunity to use their 
God-given talents.

•	 Advocate for the needs of veterans within your community 
and at regional and national levels.

•	 Use your influence to educate potential employers about 
the benefits of hiring veterans. If you are an employer, hire 
a vet.

•	 Offer to mentor and apprentice veterans in the acquisition 
of new skills so they can be better prepared to transition to 
civilian employment.

•	 Transcend your position on war and find ways to care for 
military members and their families despite your politics or 
faith stance.

Always, pray for military members and their extended families. 
Support troops and their loved ones in a variety of ways by getting 
involved in a community project that includes military families or 
just spend some time with people from diverse viewpoints to talk 
about your corner of the world and how to expand it.

The United Methodist Church has many chaplains providing 
spiritual care for military service personnel and their families. Based 
upon their input, the United Methodist Endorsing Agency, Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry, has put together a list of ideas that 
empower congregational care for deployed and returning service 
members and their families.  

Veterans Day is a perfect time for congregations to integrate some 
of these ideas as we remember and care.

*Dunlap-Berg is internal content editor and Gilbert is a multimedia 
reporter for the young adult content team at United Methodist Com-
munications, Nashville, Tenn.

Photo by Lisa Morrison, 
Decatur Herald & Review

Betty Gaumer receives a present as she prepares to hand over the reins of 'Operation 
Enduring Support' and leave Decatur after many years of service.

Co-founder of veterans’ support 
group at Decatur Grace steps down

VETERANS  CONTINUED ON PAGE 13



Imagine No Malaria NEWS

Board of Church and Society 
contributes $100,000    
to Imagine No Malaria

CHEVY CHASE, Md. — The governing body of the 
United Methodist General Board of Church & Society 
(GBCS) voted unanimously at its fall meeting to contribute 
$100,000 to the denomination’s Imagine No Malaria (INM) 
campaign.

Bishop Robert Hoshibata, president of GBCS’s Board of 
Directors, said he was extremely pleased at the vote to sup-
port the Imagine No Malaria Initiative.

“Our board has been deeply involved in INM primarily 
through our work of advocacy,” the bishop said. “We have 
now chosen to extend and broaden our support through 
our participation in the work of the annual conference field 
coordinators for the initiative.” Hoshibata image

Bishop Hoshibata said the decision to commit $100,000 
to support the Imagine No Malaria Initiative extends 
GBCS’s ministry of compassionate justice. “It demonstrates 
our desire to assist this historic initiative to its exciting and 
successful conclusion," he emphasized.

Stamp out killer diseases of poverty
Imagine No Malaria targets the elimination of death 

and suffering from malaria. It supports the denomination’s 
goal of “stamping out globally the killer diseases of poverty.” 

The 2008 United Methodist General Conference, the 
denomination’s highest policy-setting body, set the goal 
of raising $75 million to support this global fight. World 
health partners, including The United Methodist Church, 
have joined hands and decided that people ought not to die 
because of the geography of their birth; people ought not 
to die because of poverty; people ought not to die from a 
preventable, treatable and beatable disease.

The denomination’s reach is expanded in this fight 
through partnerships with allies such as the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the United Nations Foundation, the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis & Malaria, Noth-
ing But Nets, the National Basketball Assn. and interna-
tional health ministries.

Connectional initiative
The General Board of Church & Society has been inti-

mately involved in the Connectional initiative.
•	 Organizing for fundraising and education is ac-

complished through leadership of United Methodist 
Communications.

•	 Program strategy and implementation is accom-
plished through leadership of the General Board of 
Global Ministries.

•	 Advocacy is accomplished through the leadership of 
the General Board of Church & Society.

The Rev. Clayton Childers, GBCS director of Confer-
ence Relations, is a second staff person to Imagine No 
Malaria.

“Clayton’s work has provided tremendous benefit to 
both Imagine No Malaria and GBCS through increased 
United Methodist participation in the advocacy work of the 
agency,” pointed out Bishop Thomas Bickerton, chairperson 
of the United Methodist Global Health Initiative Imagine 
No Malaria Campaign. “The board’s leadership staff has 
been instrumental in developing the enlarged partnership 
with the United Nations Foundation, Bread for the World 
and others.”

Advocacy event
An example of increased participation facilitated by 

GBCS is the Imagine No Malaria advocacy event on Capitol 
Hill last December.

•	 107 participants from 40 annual conferences in 30 
states joined GBCS leadership to advocate for contin-
ued financial support for global aid addressing health 
and poverty.

•	 The teams combined to visit 119 offices of U.S. sena-
tors and representatives.

•	 Five participants were from the African countries of 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Liberia and 
Nigeria.

•	 Fifteen Conference Lay Leaders participated.
•	 INM field coordinators led participants from five of 

the conferences.
•	 Five annual conference communications directors 

participated. Their involvement resulted in a signifi-
cant increase in messaging for the work of GBCS and 
Imagine No Malaria.

“These numbers reflect just one of the four lobbying 
events that GBCS has sponsored to garner support for the 
Global Health portion of the federal budget,” said Bickerton.

Living out calling
United Methodists are living out their calling to be 
followers of Christ, according to Bickerton, to heal the 
sick and to bring the good news to transform and be 
transformed.

“Malaria is a disease of the past in the developed 
world and can be eliminated in the developing world,” 
Bickerton said. “The unanimous action of General 
Conference 2008 mandated our church’s involvement, 
and because of this step forward, Imagine No Malaria is 
changing our world and changing our church.”

Three years ago, the World Health Organiza-
tion reported that every 30 seconds a child was dying 
from malaria. In just the past three years, deaths from 
malaria have been cut in half to a reported one every 60 
seconds.

The United Methodist Church, through interagen-
cy collaboration, has established 13 health boards that 
serve 16 African countries. These trained, in-country 

boards develop 
strategy and goals 
with clear measure-
ments, effective 
evaluation and 
reporting mecha-
nisms for account-
ability. The skill sets 
acquired are trans-
ferable in address-
ing other health 
issues, according to 
Bickerton.

“Because our 
work has already 
begun, mortality 
rates are falling,” 
Bickerton said, 
“but not enough.”

Grassroots mobi-
lization key

The key to 
INM’s fundraising success is mobilization of people at the 
grassroots in annual conferences. GBCS’s contribution 
will go towards launching 10 new conference campaigns 
supported by a field coordinator in 2013-2014, Bickerton 
explained.

To date, the success of the 30 annual conferences en-
gaged in formal Imagine No Malaria campaigns correlates 
to the deployment of a conference-selected field coordina-
tor, trained and supported by INM staff. The role of the 
field coordinator is to organize staff and volunteers, and to 
resource conference leadership and members in reaching 
their committed/pledged goal of a minimum of $1 million.

More than $53 million in cash and pledges have been 
raised for Imagine No Malaria. “This is the first time in the 
life of our church that this amount of money has been raised 
in a non-disaster effort,” Bickerton emphasized.

The General Board of Church & Society is one of four 
international general program boards of The United Meth-
odist Church. Prime responsibility of the board is to seek 
implementation of the Social Principles and other policy 
statements on Christian social concerns of the General 
Conference, the denomination’s highest policy-making 
body. The board’s primary areas of ministry are Advocacy, 
Education and Leadership Formation, United Nations & 
International Affairs, and resourcing these areas for the 
denomination. It has offices on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
D.C., and at the Church Center for the United Nations in 
New York City.

 GOAL
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As of Sept. 30th 
$2,145,587

Left to Raise: 
$354,413

Pledges Outstanding:  
$240,834

CRAWFORD RUNS TO FINISH OFF MALARIA
IGRC Coordinator of Congregational Development Mike Crawford is all smiles after he crossed the finish line at the 36th running 
of the Chicago Marathon Oct. 13.

Crawford was among a throng of more than 40,000 runners who started the race with temperatures in the low 50’s, sunny, with 
a light wind.  Crawford, having previously run a marathon in 2010, decided to run in Chicago to raise money for and awareness 
of the Imagine No Malaria campaign of The United Methodist Church the goal of which is to eradicate deaths by malaria in 
Africa.

His efforts were a success on both counts. He not only set a personal record, finishing in 3:25:53, bettering his 2010 by 13 
minutes and 14 seconds, he also raised over $50 for every mile run, a total of more than $1,300.

People can still support his efforts by giving to Imagine No Malaria online at www.igrc.org/FinishMalaria through Nov. 30, or 
by a gift through any local church designated for Imagine No Malaria.
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NEWS Cover Story

The Ministry 
     Of the Laity: 
FRUITS OF THE LIBERIA PARTNERSHIP
BY BUNNY WOLFE
IGRC Missions and Outreach Coordinator

When I think of all of the progress IGRC has made since the 
beginning of our conference partnership with Liberia, ministry 
and mission of the laity is certainly foremost in my mind. 

The consistent interest and commitment of IGRC laity has 
brought into reality many projects in Liberia. The very first IGRC 
mission work team to Liberia in fall 2006 was entirely laity. 
Many have traveled to Liberia since that time. 

Various projects have sprung up throughout Liberia because 
IGRC laity went, saw the needs and were inspired to take ac-
tion. Children IGRC laity have held and visited are now attend-
ing school because our hearts were touched and compassion 
created channels of scholarship funds. 

John Kofi Asmah United Methodist School in West Point is a 
beautiful, life-changing ministry in Liberia all because IGRC 
laity joyfully took on the challenge of completing this school. 
What a beacon of hope and a promise for a better future this 
school represents as it stands three stories jutting above the 
rusted tin roofs of that crowded, poor slum area of nearly 
70,000 people! 

The school can be seen from a nearby bridge and from other 
areas of the city of Monrovia as it stands tall above the roofs 

of that community. IGRC can 
be very proud that 

this school is cur-
rently the ONLY 
school offering 
education up 
through the 
junior high 
school level 

in the midst 
of that huge 
population. 

Yet, the dream contin-
ues.

A year ago sitting just out-
side the doors of John Kofi Asmah 

School and holding as many kids on my lap 
that would fit, I entered into a conversation with the mothers 
sitting nearby. The pride they had as United Methodists as we 
sat in the shadow of the school was very evident and verbally 
expressed. As I mentioned another organization had called and 
asked how IGRC was able to build such a school in the middle 

of West Point and that this organization was “considering” 
building a school that would extend through high school, one 
of the mothers quickly responded:  “Oh no! This building will be 
the high school in West Point!”

Indeed, that is the dream of the John Kofi Asmah School Board. 
They know the requirements needed to extend the facility 
to the high school level. One of the large rooms built for an 
auditorium, but can never realistically hold the entire student 
body, will be separated into a required library and science lab. 
A teachers’  lounge is also needed, but space may be available 
on the third floor of the school. 

When our Liberian brothers and sisters say, “God will provide,” 
it is with wonder and amazement that I watch the process of 
God indeed providing. Oh for just a small portion of their deep, 
unwavering faith in God’s provision! In God’s timing, we will 
celebrate a K-12 grade school even though this may mean two 
shifts of classes daily.

Every summer John Kofi Asmah UM School, like all schools, 
needs a facelift. Each summer, IGRC could easily take a painting 
and fix-up team to prepare the school for the new school year 
alongside members of the John Kofi Asmah United Methodist 
Church. Our presence means far more than any amount for 
paint we might place on the wall. 

The July 2013 mission team did just that with the help of mem-
bers of the community. We helped paint the two upper floors, 
but shortly after our team left the entire school receive major 
repairs in preparation for the new school year – all fresh paint 
inside and floors repaired from the busy student traffic. What 
about you?  Are you ready to make the journey and experience 
the community first hand? 

Dates are being set for the July 2014 IGRC Liberia team.

One additional need that I am praying IGRC laity will help be-
come a reality is a scholarship assistance program that will link 
IGRC laity to students in Liberia. The need is great, but within 
reach. No, we don’t have the capacity or staffing possibilities of 
World Vision or similar organizations, but John Kofi Asmah UM 
School  would be a good place to pilot such a program. What 
would it look like if laity in IGRC could be linked with individual 
students in Liberia?  Many who have been to Liberia are already 
doing this, but we have the capacity to quickly quadruple the 
number of students now attending school. This will be taken 
into consideration by the IGRC Liberia Partnership Team.

Thank you, IGRC laity, for your continued commitment to the 
John Kofi Asmah United Methodist School in West Point – the 
school	that	you	built!	•

(Top to bottom): Taryn Flake taking part in 
teacher’s training at Ganta; a Liberian teacher 
comes to training with her child; Ken Kersey 
with friends during a July 2013 trip; a Ganta 
teacher is thrilled with a new microscope and 
children of West Point play with their “toys.” 



MINISTRY OF LAITY: 
An Awesome Combination of Passions

BY CAROL SIMS
What an awesome combination of passions in my life!  
After 35 years of teaching and a lifetime of working in and for 

the church, the opportunity to participate in the Teaching Train-
ing Mission Trip to Liberia was a no-brainer. I had felt the convic-
tion to go since our conference first started this partnership, but it 
didn’t fit in the school calendar. But a summer trip?  Count me in!

Our IGRC team found the spirit of the people to be inspiring. 
Liberia knows that one of the keys to the rebuilding of this nation 
is education. Yet, these teachers are overwhelmed by large classes 
and a true lack of supplies. In a country in which the only require-
ment to teach is a high school education and three months of 
additional training, our sharing of ideas, methods, and techniques 
was welcomed. We did two teacher trainings; one in Ganta in the 
north, and in Monrovia to the south. We not only shared ideas of 

education with them, but we also had incredible times of worship 
with them. They sing and praise with a passion that is amazing; I 
truly felt the power of the Holy Spirit!  As a people and a country 
they are rebuilding. They have survived by the Grace of God and 
they know it.

Beyond our work in the classroom, the United Methodist 
influence and work in Ganta is tremendous!  Not only do we have 
a vital school and church there, but also the hospital, eye clinic, 
agriculture research and education project, a women’s center, and 
a new youth center. We are working WITH the Liberians as needs 
are being recognized and solutions attempted. People are respond-
ing and the spirit of the people is one of excitement, gratitude, and 
partnership.

In Monrovia, you cannot help but be overwhelmed by the 
section of the city called West Point. We traveled into this slum 

and parked in the worst excuse for a soccer field imaginable, only 
to be led through a maze of poor housing. After repeated turns, 
I was suddenly facing the John Kofi Asmah United Methodist 
Elementary and Jr. High School. I was overwhelmed with pride as 
a United Methodist!  We are not on the edges. We are in the heart 
of this region, in educational ministry to the poorest and neediest, 
and striving with our Liberian brothers and sisters to bring valu-
able education and loving care to every child!  What a ministry!  
We worked with their staff to paint and repair and give support as 
best we could.

Laity ministry comes in many forms and in many places. Here 
or abroad, your gifts and abilities are multiplied. We worked with 
43 teachers who came from 14 different schools and will collec-
tively touch the lives of at least 1,500 students. Talk about a ripple 
effect!		Thanks	be	to	God!	•

Cover Story NEWS

Teacher training an investment in Liberia’s future
BY BUNNY WOLFE
IGRC Missions and Outreach Coordinator

For several summers, teachers from IGRC have conducted teacher 
training sessions in the United Methodist Schools of Liberia. It is 
shock for IGRC teachers to walk into small, dark classrooms with 
only a chalkboard and very little resources, but they soon meet 
teachers in Liberia who are dedicated, who love their students and 
are eager to learn new skills. 

However, it does not take long for the interchange of ideas to 
begin to flow as they learn from each other for a few days. This is 
definitely laity ministry in action. 

We are often humbled by the wonderful job teachers do in Liberia 
without all of the modern “bells and whistles” that teachers in the 

U.S. have at their fingertips. Trainings have been in Monrovia, 
Gbarnga and Ganta primarily for the elementary 

through junior high grade levels. Teachers in 
Liberia are eager to learn new class-

room management 
tech-

niques. Can you imagine a class filled with students from wall to 
wall and some desks, especially on the elementary level, have two 
to three children per desk with only a piece of chalk to teach. 

I am always surprised by some of the questions and interchange of 
information that occurs in the IGRC teacher training sessions as we 
become better acquainted with one another. Once a elementary 
teacher asked, “If my wife and I sleep under a mosquito net over 
our bed and the children are on the floor, but are not covered 
by the net, are they protected from mosquitos?” It sounds like 
a question that should be simply answered and it is easy to 
wonder why this teacher did not know the answer, but 
it was crucial to his family’s health and perhaps he had 
never used a mosquito net before. This information 
given to a classroom filled with children just “might” 
protect some of those children from the ravages of 
malaria. Teacher training is often more than lesson 
plans, classroom management and new techniques 
to reach students. 

This laity movement in IGRC is making an impact on 
the quality of education in Liberia. Each time a 

training session includes 

teachers IGRC have trained in the past, there are always references 
to how they have incorporated new skills within the classroom as 
they come to learn more with open minds. 

Another IGRC teacher training mission team is forming for July 
2014.  IGRC has a wealthy resource of well trained, experienced 
teachers in all of our congregations.  If God is calling you to minis-

ter	to		and	learn	from	fellow	educators	in	Liberia,	let’s	talk.	•

Photos by Bunny Wolfe 
(From top left clockwise): Laurie Fuller and a Liberian friend during a January 2013 trip; Danny Kirk prays for a sick child; Neysa Downs shows a Liberian teacher how to use the microscope; Laurie Fuller reads to children in the Kakata Farmington District during a 
January trip; and walking through West Point on the way to the John Kofi Asmah School.
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Global NEWS

Liberian president makes quiet visit to Springfield
BY DAVE BAKKE

Springfield Journal-Register

SPRINGFIELD -- There was a very unusual scene 
Oct. 4 at Memorial Medical Center in Springfield. While 
a patient was undergoing surgery, U.S. Secret Service and 
Liberian security personnel stood 
watch outside the operating room. The 
patient undergoing wrist surgery is 
one of the most influential women in 
the world.

Liberian President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf arrived and departed Spring-
field very quietly. Normal patient-
confidentiality procedures were only 
heightened because Sirleaf is a head 
of state. She is also co-recipient of the 
2011 Nobel Peace Prize. She had just 
been to Costa Rica to confer with its 
president, Laura Chinchilla Miranda. 
A few days before that, she attended 
the Global Citizen Festival in New 
York City, on stage in Central Park 
next to U2 lead singer and human-
rights activist Bono.

The goal for the staff at Memorial 
was to make Sirleaf ’s visit just another 
day at the office. And, yet, how could 
it be?

The story began in the spring of 
2012 when Springfield’s Dr. Saadiq El-
Amin went on a medical mission trip 
to Liberia. Liberia has two orthopedic 
surgeons in the country. El-Amin is an 
orthopedic surgeon, SIU School of Medicine’s director of 
shoulder and sports medicine, and director of its laborato-
ry of advanced biomaterials and tissue engineering, among 
other duties.

During his eight days in Liberia, El-Amin met Sirleaf ’s 
son, Dr. James Adamah Sirleaf.

“On the last day, her son was there,” says El-Amin. “He 
asked me if I could examine his mom because she was 
having trouble with her arm. I examined her at John F. 
Kennedy hospital in Monrovia, treated her there, and she 
was feeling better.”

That would have been all had the president’s wrist not 
gotten worse this year. In June, she was in New York City to 
address the United Nations. El-Amin was asked if he would 
come to New York to re-examine Sirleaf, and he did so.

“I said, ‘Madame President, I’m concerned that you 
need to have surgery to make this better,’” says El-Amin. 
“She agreed.”

It was decided that Sirleaf would come here and have 
the surgery at Memorial. “Of all the places in the world she 
could have gone,” El-Amin says, “she came here because 
she felt comfortable with that.”

This being a high-level head of state, there were discus-

sions with the dean at SIU and hospital officials prior to the 
event. Security precautions were taken, and Oct. 4 was set 
for the surgery.

When Sirleaf arrived, a dinner was held to give her an 
opportunity to meet the staff that would be treating her. 
She was presented with a portrait of Abraham Lincoln as 
a souvenir of her visit to Springfield. But most of all, the 
hospital staff wanted to make sure nobody would get star 
struck and show up with a camera or tip off the media or 
post the news on social media. Nothing like that happened.

“At the end of the day,” says El-Amin, “you want to 
protect the patient no matter who it is, whether it’s the 
president of a country or my uncle or your neighbor. But, 
then someone of that magnitude coming here, we kept it 
under wraps.”

El-Amin and SIU med school’s chair of surgery Dr. 
Michael Neumeister, did the operating.

“I’ll be honest with you,” says El-Amin, “this was a great 

opportunity for SIU and Memorial. She could have easily 
done the surgery in New York. The most impressive thing 
was that everyone stepped up and did what they were sup-
posed to do. Nobody else’s care was affected that day. We 
still ran a normal OR. We still had patients getting imag-

ing done. We protected her safety and 
protected everyone else’s care.”

After Sirleaf departed Springfield, 
the medical staff could breathe eas-
ily and reflect on how special it was to 
have her here. “One of the nurses said 
she never thought she’d ever be taking 
care of the president of a country,” says 
El-Amin.

President Sirleaf ’s son, Dr. Adamah 
Sirleaf, is an emergency room doctor 
in Georgia. He told me that the press 
in Liberia is even more intrusive than 
the U.S. press, which is one reason why 
his mother chose to come here; she 
wanted privacy. His chance meeting last 
year with El-Amin was, he says, very 
fortunate.

“This story is his story,” says 
Adamah Sirleaf, who accompanied 
his mother to Springfield. “It’s about 
his kindness. Dr. El-Amin made it all 
happen and he did it undercover. He 
respected the president’s privacy.

“He said to me once, ‘Dude, this is 
your mother.’ That’s what it comes down 
to. It was him caring for my mother. 
Forget the presidency. Forget the Nobel 

Prize and all of that. She’s my mother. The whole staff was 
respectful and kind to her. She was touched by it.”

The Liberian president left Springfield Oct. 6. This 
from her website: “After successfully participating in the 
68th Session of the United Nations General Assembly in 
New York and concluding official visits to Costa Rica and 
Canada, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf took time off for a 
physical check-up, including a minor surgery to address an 
arthritic condition in her right wrist.” That’s us.

“The President,” it continues, “(was) expected to return 
home on Oct. 9, in full health with renewed vigour and 
enthusiasm.”

Thousands of Liberians turned out at the airport in 
Monrovia to welcome home their president. I hope she 
waved to the people using her “Springfield-certified surgi-
cally repaired” right arm.

(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 12 issue of the 
Springfield Journal-Register, www.sj-r.com)

Photo by Mike DuBose
Liberian president and Nobel Peace Prize winner Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf addresses the 2008 General Conference in Fort Worth, Texas.

Central Conference Pension Initiative $25 million fundraising goal accomplished
GLENVIEW, Ill. -- The General Board of Pension and Health 
Benefits (GBPHB) today announced that the Central Con-
ference Pension Initiative (CCPI) reached its $25 million 
challenge goal with a $217,000 “tithe” contribution from the 
General Board of Discipleship (GBOD) board of directors, 
making it possible to retire the fundraising initiative once all 
pledged contributions are received.

Following the contribution confirmation, GBOD General 
Secretary Karen Greenwaldt said, "What an honor it is to 
contribute funds to the CCPI. Providing for retired pastors 
and spouses across the Central Conferences is the right 
thing to do and GBOD is blessed to be able to contribute 
to this important fund." GBPHB General Secretary Barbara 
Boigegrain commented, “We are so grateful to the thousands 
of individuals, local churches, conferences and others, and 
now the GBOD, who contributed over the years to make it 
possible for our United Methodist Church (UMC) clergy in 
the central conferences to also have hope for the future.”

All UMC clergy now covered

 The UMC central conferences are those outside the U.S. CCPI 
addressed the challenge to provide a long-term foundation 
for retirement security for dedicated pastors who would 
otherwise have little or no pension support when they retire 
from ministry. All clergy around the world, including every 
eligible central conference pastor, now have reliable pen-
sion support through their conference and/or government 
program. In January 2013, all central conferences seeking 
pension support through CCPI had met the necessary pen-
sion program start-up criteria. They now have their own 
pension programs approved and in place—two years ahead 
of schedule.

Boigegrain commended the efforts over the years of the 
CCPI team—Managing Director Dan O’Neill, Director Paul 
Dirdak, and Chief Financial Officer Tim Koch—for their active 
engagement, personal commitment and dedication to this 
special program. The CCPI-established pension plans today 
cover 2,801 retirees and surviving spouses, and more than 
8,000 active pastors. Bishop Ben R. Chamness (retired), a 
member of the initial Central Conference Pension Commit-
tee, kicked-off and led the fundraising effort in 2007; he 
expressed his delight at this accomplishment: “It is truly a 
matter of justice that our central conference ministers have 
support in retirement when their careers in ministry end. 
This is a significant effort that now recognizes and rewards a 
life of service to the Lord.”

CCPI background

 CCPI began 13 years ago when GBPHB and the General 
Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) laid the groundwork for 
sustainable pensions for central conference retirees. General 
Conference 2000 focused the UMC on this need, launching 
an inter-agency task force led by Bishop Joe Pennel. As a 
result, General Conference 2004 amended The Book of Dis-
cipline and authorized GBPHB to raise the necessary funds 
to provide pension support to the central conferences that 
need it. Several agencies collaborated to provide support 
for the fledgling effort including United Methodist Publish-
ing House, United Methodist Communications and General 
Council on Finance and Administration, in addition to GBGM 
and GBPHB.

Wespath Investment Management (a division of GBPHB) 
invests the contributions—the earning on which make the 
initial pension payments possible. Pension plans are differ-

ent from charitable-giving programs, because ultimately, 
they are funded by contributions from local churches and 
the ministers themselves. Over time, the central conferences 
will grow and manage the pension program funding with 
contributions from their active pastors.

To date, $3.9 million has been disbursed, providing a finan-
cial foundation while giving central conferences time to 
build their own contribution base for future retirees. In this 
way, conference pension programs become self-sustaining 
over time.

It is important to remember that this significant achievement 
was realized during the most severe economic downturn in 
recent memory—a remarkable testament to a great Church 
and its generous members. Thousands of donations and 
pledges have been received and will continue to be taken—
to date, 94 percent of pledges have been realized.

A special thanks to the U.S. church from Rev. Francisco 
Ferreira

 Reverend Francisco Ferreira is a retired pastor in East An-
gola—he has led 10 churches during his 41-year career in 
ministry. He typifies many ministers in the central conferenc-
es—he is putting his pension payment to use to secure his 
future. Since he has already replaced his roof, he now buys 
cement blocks every month to improve his house. They are 
stacked neatly in his yard—1,500 of the 4,000 he estimates 
he will need. In most of the African central conferences, the 
gift of sheets of zinc (the material used as roofing) is com-
mon at retirement—essentially giving the retired pastor 
a “roof over his or her head.” Through CCPI, the UMC now 
provides longer-lasting, ongoing support.



He and his comrades got around mostly on bicycles, 
traveling throughout the countryside and occasionally 
venturing into Amsterdam as well. One of his closest calls 
occurred when he and another Underground member 
rode toward a bridge and spotted guards posted on each 
end. It called for quick thinking.

“Let’s hit the river,” barked Belton’s comrade. “So off 
we go,” Belton recalled 65 years later. “We drove those bi-
cycles off in the river. Man – you talk about cold. There’s 
ice in that river. And the river was fairly swift, thank God. 
And I remember grabbing a chunk of ice and trying to 
hold my breath and get under in case they were firing at 
us. … We went down that river half a mile.”

Harassing the Nazis was a dangerous game. Once, 
his group staged a daring rescue of an injured Under-
ground member who was recuperating in a local hospital. 
Armed with an English Sten gun, Belton found himself 
face to face with a German soldier and a Dutch quisling 

while the others were inside the hospital rescuing their 
comrade. He instinctively fired.

“And when I did, all hell broke loose. The guys came 
pouring out of the hospital. We got Steve, and I just took 
off. ... There was a small group of trees and I ran into 
there and stayed there for a while. … It was January…and 
I thought, oh man, what have I done?” Belton said.

“I was all by myself. And about that time this dog 
came along; this big old shaggy dog. I guess he was prob-
ably as frightened as I was. I called him and he came over 
to me. I petted him, you know, and I stuck him under-
neath that overcoat, and he was one reason I kept alive 
that night. He helped me keep warm.”

On another occasion his group blew up an electrical 
substation providing power to the Gestapo headquarters 
in Amsterdam. Two days later, Belton observed German 
troops round up 10 men off the street at random.

“They were trying to get back at the Underground 

for bombing their substation,” Belton said. “They lined 
those 10 guys up against the wall, and the firing squad 
shot them – just shot them.”

In April 1945, Tuck snuck across a river into Allied 
territory. He still recalls the moment his ship steamed 
into New York City harbor.

“Outside of my wife, (the Statue of Liberty) was 
probably the greatest thing I’d seen,” Belton remembered. 
“I still get a little emotional.”

Tuck Belton has a unique perspective on Lady 
Liberty.

(Mark DePue is the director of oral history at the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum in 
Springfield. You can listen to Tuck Belton’s entire story in 
the “Veterans Remember” section of www.oralhistory.
illinois.gov. Reprinted with permission from the May 27, 
2013, issue of the Springfield State Journal-Register, www.
sj-r.com).
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Covenant Keepers registration open
Online registration is now open for Covenant Keepers 2014, which will be Feb. 3-4 and the 
Regency Conference Center in O'Fallon.

Leonard Sweet will be the speaker and Tim Price will be leading worship.

Register online at: www.igrc.org/CK2014.

Course of Study Extension School for Spring 2014
Two sessions have been announced for the Spring 2014 term of the Course of Study Exten-
sion School for part-time local pastors.

The first session will be Feb. 7-8 and March 7-8 at the Conference Center in Springfield. Reg-
istration is currently underway through Dec. 7 at: http://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/COS_Feb2014.

The second session will be April 4-5 and May 2-3, at the Conference Center in Springfield. 
Registration is currently open through Feb. 4 at: http://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/COS_April2014.

NEWS Extras

United Methodist Village names new CEO
LAWRENCEVILLE – The United Methodist Village 
Board of Directors have announced the appointment 
of Paula McKnight as its chief executive officer of The 
United Methodist Village (UMV) in Lawrenceville.

McKnight began her duties on Oct. 14 and replaces 
Bob Benson, who was hired on a temporary basis 
almost a year ago. 

A news release issued by United Methodist Vilalge 
said, "the UMV board has been committed to provid-
ing leadership to a dedicated team of employees 
and modeling a great compassion for our residents; 
the focus and purpose of our ministry as the United 
Methodist Village."

The release said McKnight comes to UMV "as a highly 
recommended licensed nursing home administrator 
in the State of Illinois. "

In her role at the UMV, McKnight will oversee the 

work of all the UMV ministries. For the present time, 
she will also serve as the Administrator of the North 
Campus.

McKnight has been an administrator for 12 years at 
various locations and as a consultant for seven years 
at a number of long-term care facilities around the 
state. McKnight is originally from Flora, but has lived 
in Olney for the past 24 years. She also attends the St. 
Paul United Methodist Church in Olney. 

"I'm very excited to be joining the UMV family. The 
Village has always had an excellent reputation", said 
McKnight. "The fact that the Village is a non-profit 
facility and is affiliated with the United Methodist 
Church adds to that excellent reputation." 

McKnight has experience working closely with resi-
dents, families, staff and volunteers. She said her goal 
is to improve the life experience of those living and 
working within the organization.

Near 100 gather at 
Waverly to ‘tie one on’

Adults and youth gathered together in a mis-
sion of the heart at the Waverly First UMC Oct. 
19. The invitation was sent out into the com-
munity, email, and facebook to make No-Sew 
fleece blankets to donate to the Sisters at Heart 
Campaign, a labor of love by the Alba Carter 
Foundation. The blankets will go to the St. Louis 
Children’s Hospital and other children’s hospitals.

The blanket-making party on October 19th 
was hosted by congregation member Letitia Megginson-Brown whose 
son Tucker has received three of these blankets during his multiple stays 
at St. Louis Children’s Hospital. Individuals from the Waverly United 
Methodist Church, Boy & Girl Scouts, Youth Sunday School, Commu-
nity Schools and Clubs, and many other groups answered the invitation, 
pre-making blankets and coming to the church to make more blankets 
from fleece that was purchased and donated.

The over 140 blankets made Oct. 19 were blessed in prayer by Rev. 

Leland Legg and the congregation during worship on October 20.
The Alba Carter Foundation was founded by Jason and Kaylah 

Carter after their daughter, Alba now 3. Alba was diagnosed with cystic 
hygroma, Turner Syndrome, and was born with hypoplastic left heart 
syndrome – a congenital birth defect that affects normal blood flow 
through the heart. Alba received a heart transplant at two months old. 
While the Carters were in St. Louis, Alba was given a Winnie the Pooh 
blanket. Kaylah thought it would be cool to do this for other people in 
their area. The foundation was created in Alba’s honor to spread aware-
ness of Turner Syndrome, congenital heart defects and organ donation. 
The Sisters at Heart campaign is a labor of love honoring the memory of 
two little girls: Sophia and Kayleigh, born with TS and hypoplastic left 
heart syndrome, just like Alba. Girls with TS refer to themselves as TS 
sisters. So the name Sisters at Heart was born. In 2010, the Carters made 
25 blankets. Last year, they aimed for 50 and made about 100. This year 
the goal of the Sisters at Heart blanket drive is 500 blankets, which was 
exceeded.

Kip and Jacob Selby present Rev. 
Mary Kathryn Pearce a shell 
filled with water as a symbol of 
her baptism during the Sept. 29 
installation service as Illinois River 
District Superintendent at East 
Peoria First UMC. Later, Pearce 
greeted friends and colleagues 
following the service. Pearce was 
appointed superintendent by Bishop 
Jonathan D. Keaton and assumed her 
duties Aug. 1.

Photo courtesy of Pam Hoffman

Bishop Keaton is pictured greeting those in attendance at the annual Peter Cartwright Memorial Sermon at Peter Cartwright 
UMC in  Pleasant Plains Sept. 22.
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Photos by Paul Black

N
O

V
EM

B
ER

 2013

13



14 

T
H

E
 C

U
R

R
E

N
T

IN MEMORY OF REV. E. MICHAEL JONES 
Two living memorials have been erected in memory of the Rev. E. Michael Jones, who died in June. Confer-
ence staff and other individuals contributed for the construction of a memorial that includes a tree, a memo-

rial stone and a bench located on 
the northeast side of the Confer-
ence Center. A dedication service 
celebrating Jones’ life and ministry 
was held Oct. 1.

Chaddock in Quincy has also 
planted a tree on their campus. 
Rev. Gary Livesay, who serves as 
chaplain, and Rev. Jeff Rasche, 
who serves as Chaddock’s associ-
ate director of stewardship, are 
pictured with the tree along with 
Rev. Cynthia Jones. Jones served 
as chaplain of Chaddock between 
1982 and 1987.

Photos by 
Paul Black and Gary Livesay

NEWS Extras

Celia Whitler leads a number of participants during one of the plenary sessions at Junior High YAR at Lake Williamson Christian 
Retreat Center in Carlinville. In all, 271 persons participated in the weekend event, including the adults who volunteered and led.

Mattoon youth creates service program at his high school
BY SAMANTHA BILHARZ
Mattoon Journal-Gazette

MATTOON — For many Mattoon 
High School students, volunteer-
ing in their community and or 
school is a gateway to a lifelong 
path of helping those in need.

The new WAVE HEROS Program 
created by Luke Young, a senior 
at MHS, is a way for MHS stu-
dents to dedicate their time by 
doing good in their community 
and school.

The purpose of the program is 
to enhance leadership and citizenship among MHS students, 
Young said.

“It’s important for the community to see that the students aren’t 
idle,” Young said. “We have a lot of great students at this school 
who are willing to further their community.”

HEROS stands for Helping, Encouraging, and Responding to 
Others through Service.

MHS students who complete 30 hours of community service 
work in their school and town through the program will receive 
a purple WAVE HEROS cord to wear at graduation.

“The cord is an incentive, but the ultimate goal is to get stu-
dents involved after high school and to continue community 
service to make it a lifestyle,” Young said. “One of the goals is to 
be a lifelong servant in the community.”

Young said he was approached by Mike Shaffer, assistant princi-
pal at MHS, to write up a plan for the program, and Young said 
he happily accepted the task.

“It was a big honor,” Young said. “I appreciate when authority 
figures give me an opportunity like this — I’m very thankful.”

Shaffer said about a year ago he heard Young and a few other 
students talking in the hallway about how MHS needs a way to 
get students more involved and that’s how the WAVE HEROS 
program was born.

“Luke is very modest, but he gave us the tools to get this pro-
gram started — he is very focused on his peers,” Shaffer said.

This year is the first time the program 
was implemented.

“I think what we are about in education 
in this district is about helping our kids 
learn and grow in multiple capacities,” 
Shaffer said. “One of those capacities is 
being a viable citizen. Luke helped us 
with a wonderful start to the program.

“So much of the time we as adults 
think we have all the answers, but 
our students in this community often 
have great ideas and when we partner 
with people we can find great success 
together.”

Young said even before the WAVE HEROS Program was imple-
mented he would spend his time volunteering in the commu-
nity and at MHS.

As a lifelong member of First United Methodist Church in Mat-
toon, Young said he has helped out in his community since he 
was a child, in addition to volunteering at MHS as part of the 
cross country and track team.

“I’m always looking for ways to get involved in the community,” 
Young said. “I want to be able to give back to the community 
that has given so much to me.”

In that same spirit was born the newly formed Family and 
Consumer Sciences (FCS) Club at MHS, an idea put into place by 
about 12 students from the child care occupations class at MHS.

The purpose of the club is to help those in the community and 
at MHS, said Erin Steben, FCS teacher and adviser for the FCS 
Club.

Steben said the idea for the organization came about when 
students in her class watched the PBS Frontline Documentary 
“Poor Kids.”

Steben said she has always wanted to volunteer in the commu-
nity and said she was thrilled to take on the role of adviser for 
the FCS Club.

“My students are passionate about this club,” Steben said. “I 
knew this year that I wanted to volunteer in some way — I can’t 
give money to the community in the way that I wish I could, but 

I certainly can donate my time and that’s what these students 
also plan on doing.”

The FCS Club was formed this semester and the first meeting of 
the year was held Sept. 19. During the meeting, Steben said, 50 
MHS students signed up to be part of the club.

“The students are the ones who are coming in during their 
lunch or before school — they are really trying to help in any 
way they can,” Steben said.

Torey Cullen, a senior at MHS and one of the students who came 
up with the idea for the club, said she enjoys helping others.

“We came up with this idea because we thought we could do 
something in our community to help people,” Torey Cullen said.

Tessla Cullen, Torey’s twin sister, agreed with her sibling and said 
the club has helped her realize how lucky she is for what she 
has in her life.

“I think it has inspired us to look at the bigger picture, to make 
us thankful for what we have because most kids don’t have 
what we do,” Tessla Cullen said.

Steben said members of the club hope to host two big pro-
grams per semester to help those in need. The first event for the 
FCS Club is called “The Helping Hands Program” and is sched-
uled for 1 to 4 p.m. Nov. 23 in the cafeteria at MHS, 2521 Walnut 
Ave.

Steben said the Helping Hands Program is a multi-faceted 
event which will include Thanksgiving food baskets for families 
in need, and a rummage sale made up of donations from the 
community.

The FCS Club will take donations for the Helping Hands Pro-
gram at MHS any time after Nov. 1.

Donations needed are clothing for children and young adults, 
household items, toys, books, canned food and bottled drinks.

Those who wish to donate can do so by dropping off items at 
MHS or by emailing Steben for more information at eksteben@
mattoon.k12.il.us.

“These students know they can’t change the world, but they 
sure can help change their community,” Steben said.

(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 2 issue of the Mattoon 
Journal-Gazette, www.jg-tc.com).

Photo by Kevin Kilhoffer, Mattoon Journal-Gazette
Mattoon High School student Luke Young poses for a photo outside the 
school in Mattoon. Young is a member of Mattoon First UMC.

Photos courtesy of Alice Shirley 

Photo by Ellen Liehr

A team representing the McDowell UMC was one of five teams 
participating in the first Trivia Night at Dwight UMC, sponsored 
by the district’s United Methodist Men. Proceeds of the evening’s 
festivities raised funds for East Bay Camp and the Baby Fold. 
Pictured in the photo are clockwise, from front left, Rebecca 
McCloud, Gina Meade, Andy Black and Carolyn Black.



CONFERENCE Apportionment Receipts as of SEPTEMBER 30, 2013*

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

CACHE RIVER DISTRICT

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

*Churches reflecting contributions of 75% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

Anna UMC  $6,624  66.67%  $4,000  66.67%  $10,624  66.67%
Belknap UMC  $1,080  75.00%  $648  75.00%  $1,728  75.00%
West Eden UMC  $352  66.67%  $216  66.67%  $568  66.67%
Benton First UMC  $8,897  58.33%  $5,376  58.33%  $14,273  58.33%
Big Prairie UMC  $373 23.74%  $229 24.13%  $602 23.89%
Maunie UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Concord UMC  $944  75.64%  $490  64.81%  $1,434  71.56%
Cache Chapel UMC  $1,305  75.00%  $792  75.00%  $2,097  75.00%
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC  $2,178  75.00%  $-    0.00%  $2,178  46.78%
Mounds UMC  $1,494 75.00%  $900 75.00%  $2,394 75.00%
Carbondale First UMC  $28,928  66.67%  $17,472  66.67%  $46,400  66.67%
Carbondale Grace UMC  $12,564  75.00%  $7,587  75.00%  $20,151  75.00%
Carmi Emmanuel UMC  $10,620  75.00%  $6,417  75.00%  $17,037  75.00%
Carmi First UMC  $10,962  75.00%  $6,624  75.00%  $17,586  75.00%
Carrier Mills UMC  $6,680 66.67%  $4,040 66.67%  $10,720 66.67%
Carterville UMC  $11,214  75.00%  $6,777  75.00%  $17,991  75.00%
Cedar Grove UMC  $3,447  75.00%  $2,088  75.00%  $5,535  75.00%
Pittsburg UMC  $432  75.00%  $261  75.00%  $693  75.00%
Cypress UMC  $756  75.00%  $459  75.00%  $1,215  75.00%
Center UMC  $324 75.00%  $198 75.00%  $522 75.00%
Luther's Chapel UMC  $960  100.00%  $576  100.00%  $1,536  100.00%
Cobden Jesus Es El Senor UMC  $4,049  54.07%  $2,481  54.85%  $6,530  54.36%
Colp UMC  $1,494  75.00%  $900  75.00%  $2,394  75.00%
Crab Orchard UMC  $2,456  66.67%  $1,488  66.67%  $3,944  66.67%
Cross Road UMC  $4,590 75.00%  $2,772 75.00%  $7,362 75.00%
Crossville UMC  $4,329  75.00%  $2,619  75.00%  $6,948  75.00%
McHenry UMC  $1,530  75.00%  $927  75.00%  $2,457  75.00%
Dahlgren UMC  $1,128  66.67%  $680  66.67%  $1,808  66.67%
Macedonia UMC  $918  75.00%  $558  75.00%  $1,476  75.00%
Dale UMC  $360 41.67%  $220 41.67%  $580 41.67%
Webb's Chapel UMC  $558  75.00%  $333  75.00%  $891  75.00%
DeSoto UMC  $2,115  75.00%  $1,278  75.00%  $3,393  75.00%
Vergennes Wesley UMC  $1,089  75.00%  $657  75.00%  $1,746  75.00%
Hallidayboro UMC  $1,416  100.00%  $852  100.00%  $2,268  100.00%
DuQuoin UMC  $2,000 12.13%  $2,000 20.08%  $4,000 15.12%
Eldorado UMC  $-    0.00%  $3,119  45.85%  $3,119  17.27%
Raleigh UMC  $828  75.00%  $495  75.00%  $1,323  75.00%
Elkville UMC  $954  75.00%  $576  75.00%  $1,530  75.00%
Enfield UMC  $2,556  75.00%  $1,548  75.00%  $4,104  75.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $1,368 75.00%  $828 75.00%  $2,196 75.00%
Equality UMC  $2,196  75.00%  $1,332  75.00%  $3,528  75.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $2,439  75.00%  $1,476  75.00%  $3,915  75.00%
Ridgway UMC  $1,692  75.00%  $1,026  75.00%  $2,718  75.00%
Fountain UMC  $1,683  75.00%  $1,017  75.00%  $2,700  75.00%
Galatia UMC  $1,503 75.00%  $909 75.00%  $2,412 75.00%
Glendale UMC  $3,546  75.00%  $2,142  75.00%  $5,688  75.00%
Eddyville UMC  $1,485  75.00%  $900  75.00%  $2,385  75.00%
Golconda UMC  $2,754  75.00%  $1,665  75.00%  $4,419  75.00%
Cave In Rock UMC  $612  75.00%  $369  75.00%  $981  75.00%
Elizabethtown UMC  $155 41.67%  $95 41.67%  $250 41.67%
Goreville UMC  $1,860  20.39%  $1,140  20.70%  $3,000  20.51%
Creal Springs UMC  $2,754  75.00%  $1,665  75.00%  $4,419  75.00%
Grand Tower UMC  $1,143  75.00%  $693  75.00%  $1,836  75.00%
Wolf Lake UMC  $1,332  75.00%  $810  75.00%  $2,142  75.00%
Ware UMC  $1,080 75.00%  $648 75.00%  $1,728 75.00%
West Frankfort Antioch UMC  $1,953  75.00%  $1,179  75.00%  $3,132  75.00%
West Frankfort Central UMC  $1,152  75.00%  $693  75.00%  $1,845  75.00%
West Frankfort First UMC  $1,251  75.00%  $756  75.00%  $2,007  75.00%
Greenwood UMC  $2,052  75.00%  $1,242  75.00%  $3,294  75.00%
Harrisburg First UMC  $13,374 75.00%  $8,082 75.00%  $21,456 75.00%
Herrin UMC  $1,272  8.37%  $828  9.02%  $2,100  8.62%
Energy UMC  $1,377  75.00%  $828  75.00%  $2,205  75.00%
Hurst UMC  $534  50.00%  $324  50.00%  $858  50.00%
Johnston City UMC  $811  8.33%  $490  8.33%  $1,301  8.33%
Stiritz UMC  $2,385 75.00%  $1,440 75.00%  $3,825 75.00%
Jonesboro UMC  $936  75.00%  $567  75.00%  $1,503  75.00%
Walnut Grove UMC  $1,332  75.00%  $810  75.00%  $2,142  75.00%
Joppa UMC  $1,176  66.67%  $712  66.67%  $1,888  66.67%
Oak Grove UMC  $945  75.00%  $567  75.00%  $1,512  75.00%
Karnak UMC  $4,464 75.00%  $2,700 75.00%  $7,164 75.00%
Powers UMC  $2,412  75.00%  $1,458  75.00%  $3,870  75.00%
Marion Aldersgate UMC  $45,855  75.00%  $27,702  75.00%  $73,557  75.00%
Marion First UMC  $7,624  33.33%  $4,604  33.33%  $12,228  33.33%
McLeansboro First UMC  $8,648  66.67%  $5,224  66.67%  $13,872  66.67%
Metropolis UMC  $6,846 22.96%  $7,125 39.56%  $13,971 29.21%
Mount Moriah UMC  $639  75.00%  $387  75.00%  $1,026  75.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $738  75.00%  $441  75.00%  $1,179  75.00%
Murphysboro UMC  $17,712  75.00%  $10,701  75.00%  $28,413  75.00%
New Burnside UMC  $918  75.00%  $558  75.00%  $1,476  75.00%
Taylor UMC  $-   0.00%  $-   0.00%  $-   0.00%
Norris City UMC  $6,741  75.00%  $4,068  75.00%  $10,809  75.00%
Shiloh UMC  $981  75.00%  $594  75.00%  $1,575  75.00%
Ohio Chapel UMC  $2,020  33.00%  $1,233  33.37%  $3,253  33.14%
Olive Branch UMC  $1,458  75.00%  $882  75.00%  $2,340  75.00%
Olmsted UMC  $-   0.00%  $768 100.00%  $768 37.65%
Pinckneyville UMC  $6,187  36.38%  $4,059  39.51%  $10,245  37.56%
Rosiclare UMC  $1,494  75.00%  $900  75.00%  $2,394  75.00%
Sesser UMC  $7,569  75.00%  $4,572  75.00%  $12,141  75.00%
Valier UMC  $1,863  75.00%  $1,125  75.00%  $2,988  75.00%
Shawneetown UMC  $1,467 75.00%  $891 75.00%  $2,358 75.00%
Sunfield UMC  $6,471  75.00%  $3,906  75.00%  $10,377  75.00%
Tamms UMC  $1,557  75.00%  $945  75.00%  $2,502  75.00%
Tate's Chapel UMC  $2,950  83.33%  $1,780  83.33%  $4,730  83.33%
Broughton UMC  $672  100.00%  $408  100.00%  $1,080  100.00%
Vergennes Faith UMC  $2,808 75.00%  $1,701 75.00%  $4,509 75.00%
Vienna UMC  $11,826  75.00%  $7,146  75.00%  $18,972  75.00%
West Frankfort Trinity UMC  $18,504  75.00%  $11,178  75.00%  $29,682  75.00%
Zeigler UMC  $1,248  66.67%  $752  66.67%  $2,000  66.67%
Royalton UMC  $1,368  75.00%  $828  75.00%  $2,196  75.00%
Zion UMC  $1,944 75.00%  $1,170 75.00%  $3,114 75.00%

Cache River District Totals  $375,639  60.57%  $233,693  62.37%  $609,332  61.25%
  

Asbury UMC  $576  75.00%  $351  75.00%  $927  75.00%
Dexter UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Funkhouser UMC  $432  75.00%  $261  75.00%  $693  75.00%
Salem UMC  $180  41.67%  $88  33.33%  $268  38.51%
Altamont First UMC  $2,302  16.67%  $1,390  16.67%  $3,692  16.67%
Beecher City UMC  $2,979  75.00%  $1,800  75.00%  $4,779  75.00%
Shumway UMC  $3,204  75.00%  $1,935  75.00%  $5,139  75.00%
Brownstown UMC  $1,584  75.00%  $954  75.00%  $2,538  75.00%
Emmanuel UMC  $945  75.00%  $576  75.00%  $1,521  75.00%
Casey UMC  $16,720  66.67%  $10,096  66.67%  $26,816  66.67%
Charleston Otterbein UMC  $2,088  25.00%  $1,263  25.00%  $3,351  25.00%
Charleston Wesley UMC  $26,760  66.67%  $16,168  66.67%  $42,928  66.67%
Chrisman UMC  $4,448  66.67%  $2,688  66.67%  $7,136  66.67%
Hume UMC  $2,256  100.00%  $1,356  100.00%  $3,612  100.00%
Cowden UMC  $2,688  66.67%  $1,624  66.67%  $4,312  66.67%
Lakewood UMC  $2,574  75.00%  $1,557  75.00%  $4,131  75.00%
Dogwood Prairie UMC  $4,419  75.00%  $2,664  75.00%  $7,083  75.00%
Seed Chapel UMC  $2,250  75.00%  $1,359  75.00%  $3,609  75.00%
Effingham Centenary UMC  $24,777  75.00%  $14,967  75.00%  $39,744  75.00%
Falmouth UMC  $1,584  66.67%  $960  66.67%  $2,544  66.67%
Stewardson UMC  $3,208  66.67%  $1,936  66.67%  $5,144  66.67%
Mode UMC  $1,260  75.00%  $765  75.00%  $2,025  75.00%
Strasburg UMC  $3,516  100.00%  $2,124  100.00%  $5,640  100.00%
Washington UMC  $1,422  75.00%  $855  75.00%  $2,277  75.00%
Gaskill UMC  $864  75.00%  $522  75.00%  $1,386  75.00%
Flat Rock UMC  $2,727  75.00%  $1,647  75.00%  $4,374  75.00%
Greenup UMC  $2,781  75.00%  $1,683  75.00%  $4,464  75.00%
Cottonwood UMC  $1,170  75.00%  $711  75.00%  $1,881  75.00%
Harmon UMC  $780  50.00%  $468  50.00%  $1,248  50.00%
Harvest UMC  $1,968  100.00%  $1,188  100.00%  $3,156  100.00%
Humboldt UMC  $1,827  75.00%  $1,107  75.00%  $2,934  75.00%
Kansas UMC  $3,204  75.00%  $1,935  75.00%  $5,139  75.00%
Kedron UMC  $1,449  75.00%  $873  75.00%  $2,322  75.00%
Kirk Chapel UMC  $1,056  100.00%  $636  100.00%  $1,692  100.00%
Lerna UMC  $450  50.00%  $270  50.00%  $720  50.00%
Brick UMC  $588  25.00%  $357  25.00%  $945  25.00%
Marshall Asbury UMC  $560  66.67%  $336  66.67%  $896  66.67%
Marshall First UMC  $17,847  75.00%  $10,782  75.00%  $28,629  75.00%
Marshall Armstrong UMC  $6,237  75.00%  $3,762  75.00%  $9,999  75.00%
Marshall Emmanuel UMC  $2,916  75.00%  $1,764  75.00%  $4,680  75.00%
Zion UMC  $3,600  75.00%  $2,169  75.00%  $5,769  75.00%
Marshall Trinity UMC  $2,208  33.33%  $1,332  33.33%  $3,540  33.33%
Dunlap UMC  $1,134  75.00%  $684  75.00%  $1,818  75.00%
Patton UMC  $1,620  75.00%  $981  75.00%  $2,601  75.00%
Martinsville UMC  $3,231  75.00%  $1,953  75.00%  $5,184  75.00%
Mattoon First UMC  $22,936  66.67%  $13,856  66.67%  $36,792  66.67%
Coffeen UMC  $1,448  66.67%  $872  66.67%  $2,320  66.67%
Fillmore UMC  $1,096  66.67%  $664  66.67%  $1,760  66.67%
Hillsboro UMC  $5,968  66.67%  $3,608  66.67%  $9,576  66.67%
Irving UMC  $1,056  66.67%  $640  66.67%  $1,696  66.67%
Witt UMC  $1,908  75.00%  $1,152  75.00%  $3,060  75.00%
Montrose UMC  $999  75.00%  $603  75.00%  $1,602  75.00%
Neoga UMC  $6,507  75.00%  $3,933  75.00%  $10,440  75.00%
Etna UMC  $642  50.00%  $390  50.00%  $1,032  50.00%
Newton Grace UMC  $7,304  66.67%  $4,416  66.67%  $11,720  66.67%
Nokomis UMC  $6,471  75.00%  $3,906  75.00%  $10,377  75.00%
Oakland UMC  $2,079  75.00%  $1,260  75.00%  $3,339  75.00%
Westfield UMC  $4,050  75.00%  $2,448  75.00%  $6,498  75.00%
Oak Ridge UMC  $747  75.00%  $450  75.00%  $1,197  75.00%
Oblong Central UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Oblong Evangelical UMC  $8,568  75.00%  $5,175  75.00%  $13,743  75.00%
Oliver UMC  $1,251  75.00%  $756  75.00%  $2,007  75.00%
Palestine First UMC  $2,223  75.00%  $1,341  75.00%  $3,564  75.00%
Palestine Grace UMC  $1,152  75.00%  $693  75.00%  $1,845  75.00%
Paris First UMC  $14,670  75.00%  $8,856  75.00%  $23,526  75.00%
Paris Otterbein UMC  $5,769  75.00%  $3,483  75.00%  $9,252  75.00%
Vermilion UMC  $2,349  75.00%  $1,422  75.00%  $3,771  75.00%
Pearl Chapel UMC  $2,196  75.00%  $1,323  75.00%  $3,519  75.00%
Pleasant Valley UMC  $729  75.00%  $441  75.00%  $1,170  75.00%
Robinson First UMC  $835  5.63%  $835  9.32%  $1,670  7.01%
Robinson Otterbein UMC  $73  0.75%  $45  0.76%  $118  0.76%
Hutsonville UMC  $1,926  75.00%  $1,161  75.00%  $3,087  75.00%
Fairview UMC  $852  100.00%  $516  100.00%  $1,368  100.00%
Trinity Chapel UMC  $1,224  75.00%  $738  75.00%  $1,962  75.00%
Saint Elmo First UMC  $1,694  18.94%  $1,031  19.10%  $2,725  19.00%
Salem UMC  $2,385  75.00%  $1,440  75.00%  $3,825  75.00%
Toledo UMC  $2,016  66.67%  $1,216  66.67%  $3,232  66.67%
Scottland UMC  $522  50.00%  $318  50.00%  $840  50.00%
Clay's Prairie UMC  $549  75.00%  $333  75.00%  $882  75.00%
Grandview UMC  $882  75.00%  $531  75.00%  $1,413  75.00%
Fourth Street UMC  $1,989  75.00%  $1,206  75.00%  $3,195  75.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $1,305  75.00%  $792  75.00%  $2,097  75.00%
Shelbyville First UMC  $14,120  66.67%  $8,528  66.67%  $22,648  66.67%
Sugar Grove UMC  $1,746  75.00%  $1,053  75.00%  $2,799  75.00%
Tower Hill UMC  $3,300  70.15%  $1,999  70.29%  $5,299  70.20%
Herrick UMC  $1,413  75.00%  $855  75.00%  $2,268  75.00%
Vandalia Haley Chapel UMC  $1,683  75.00%  $1,017  75.00%  $2,700  75.00%
Mount Carmel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Vandalia Luster Chapel UMC  $234  75.00%  $144  75.00%  $378  75.00%
Watson UMC  $3,114  75.00%  $1,881  75.00%  $4,995  75.00%
West Liberty UMC  $1,188  75.00%  $720  75.00%  $1,908  75.00%
Willow Hill UMC  $2,016  75.00%  $1,224  75.00%  $3,240  75.00%
Windsor UMC  $4,170  83.33%  $2,520  83.33%  $6,690  83.33%
Woodbury UMC  $2,106  75.00%  $1,269  75.00%  $3,375  75.00%
Zion UMC  $1,413  75.00%  $855  75.00%  $2,268  75.00%
Zion Hill UMC  $2,025  75.00%  $1,224  75.00%  $3,249  75.00%

Embarras River District Totals  $327,287  63.20%  $198,036  63.30%  $525,322  63.24%
         
ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT         
Bartonville UMC  $2,935  41.67%  $1,770  41.67%  $4,705  41.67%
Blue Ridge UMC  $1,170  75.00%  $702  75.00%  $1,872  75.00%
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
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CONFERENCE Apportionment Receipts as of SEPTEMBER 30, 2013*

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

*Churches reflecting contributions of 75% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT (CONT.)
Boyd's Grove UMC  $2,080  66.67%  $1,256  66.67%  $3,336  66.67%
Brimfield UMC  $1,566  75.00%  $945  75.00%  $2,511  75.00%
Canton South Park UMC  $1,878  50.00%  $1,134  50.00%  $3,012  50.00%
Shields' Chapel UMC  $4,428  75.00%  $2,673  75.00%  $7,101  75.00%
Canton Wesley UMC  $30,520  66.67%  $18,440  66.67%  $48,960  66.67%
Chillicothe First UMC  $7,625  32.97%  $4,606  32.98%  $12,231  32.97%
Crossroads UMC  $11,160  15.00%  $33,714  75.00%  $44,874  37.59%
Cuba UMC  $2,870  58.33%  $1,736  58.33%  $4,606  58.33%
London Mills UMC  $4,500  75.00%  $2,718  75.00%  $7,218  75.00%
Dayspring UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Deer Creek UMC  $1,629  75.00%  $981  75.00%  $2,610  75.00%
Delavan UMC  $9,333  75.00%  $5,634  75.00%  $14,967  75.00%
Dunlap Prospect UMC  $12,061  58.33%  $7,287  58.33%  $19,348  58.33%
East Peoria Faith UMC  $2,637  75.00%  $1,593  75.00%  $4,230  75.00%
East Peoria First UMC  $15,948  75.00%  $9,630  75.00%  $25,578  75.00%
Edwards UMC  $1,428  100.00%  $864  100.00%  $2,292  100.00%
Eureka UMC  $13,005  75.00%  $7,857  75.00%  $20,862  75.00%
Farmington UMC  $775  8.33%  $468  8.33%  $1,243  8.33%
Glasford UMC  $260  2.92%  $140  2.60%  $400  2.80%
Green Valley First UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hopedale UMC  $1,588  33.33%  $960  33.33%  $2,548  33.33%
Hanna City UMC  $5,040  75.00%  $3,051  75.00%  $8,091  75.00%
Trivoli UMC  $3,272  66.67%  $1,976  66.67%  $5,248  66.67%
Henry UMC  $4,080  63.79%  $2,604  67.38%  $6,684  65.14%
Washburn UMC  $1,270  32.36%  $980  41.25%  $2,250  35.71%
Kewanee First UMC  $18,648  75.00%  $11,268  75.00%  $29,916  75.00%
Lacon Sparland UMC  $1,224  16.67%  $740  16.67%  $1,964  16.67%
Varna UMC  $2,349  75.00%  $1,422  75.00%  $3,771  75.00%
LaFayette UMC  $351  5.75%  $213  5.76%  $564  5.75%
West Jersey UMC  $1,016  66.67%  $616  66.67%  $1,632  66.67%
Laura UMC  $2,048  66.67%  $1,240  66.67%  $3,288  66.67%
Monica UMC  $1,233  84.22%  $749  84.35%  $1,982  84.27%
Lewistown UMC  $8,478  75.00%  $5,121  75.00%  $13,599  75.00%
Mackinaw UMC  $13,050  75.00%  $7,884  75.00%  $20,934  75.00%
Manito UMC  $6,224  66.67%  $3,760  66.67%  $9,984  66.67%
Maples Mill UMC  $3,285  75.00%  $1,989  75.00%  $5,274  75.00%
Morton UMC  $22,860  50.00%  $13,806  50.00%  $36,666  50.00%
Mossville UMC  $60  0.36%  $-    0.00%  $60  0.23%
Mount Pleasant UMC  $1,377  75.00%  $837  75.00%  $2,214  75.00%
Norris UMC  $684  75.00%  $414  75.00%  $1,098  75.00%
Providence Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Pekin First UMC  $33,350  73.08%  $20,151  73.07%  $53,501  73.08%
Pekin Grace UMC  $26,721  75.00%  $16,137  75.00%  $42,858  75.00%
Peoria Bethel UMC  $15,273  75.00%  $9,225  75.00%  $24,498  75.00%
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC  $30,240  75.00%  $18,270  75.00%  $48,510  75.00%
Peoria First UMC  $98,226  75.00%  $59,337  75.00%  $157,563  75.00%
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC  $9,612  75.00%  $5,805  75.00%  $15,417  75.00%
Peoria Madison Avenue UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Peoria Northwest UMC  $370  2.48%  $630  7.00%  $1,000  4.19%
Peoria University UMC  $19,566  75.00%  $11,817  75.00%  $31,383  75.00%
Princeville UMC  $11,178  75.00%  $6,750  75.00%  $17,928  75.00%
RiversEdge UMC  $6,764  56.25%  $4,084  56.25%  $10,847  56.25%
Saint David UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bryant UMC  $348  100.00%  $216  100.00%  $564  100.00%
Smithfield Brock UMC  $1,188  75.00%  $720  75.00%  $1,908  75.00%
Locust Lane UMC  $1,710  75.00%  $1,035  75.00%  $2,745  75.00%
Texas UMC  $568  66.67%  $344  66.67%  $912  66.67%
Tiskilwa Community Church UM/AB  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Sheffield UMC  $1,584  66.67%  $952  66.67%  $2,536  66.67%
Toulon UMC  $7,552  66.67%  $4,568  66.67%  $12,120  66.67%
Tremont UMC  $3,678  16.67%  $2,222  16.67%  $5,900  16.67%
Washington Evangelical UMC  $13,930  83.33%  $8,410  83.33%  $22,340  83.33%
White Chapel UMC  $3,285  75.00%  $1,980  75.00%  $5,265  75.00%
Kingston Mines UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Monterey UMC  $1,638  75.00%  $990  75.00%  $2,628  75.00%
Willow Hill UMC  $19,701  75.00%  $11,898  75.00%  $31,599  75.00%
Wyoming UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Neponset UMC  $340  11.47%  $260  14.54%  $600  12.63%
Zion Evangelical UMC  $331  8.33%  $200  8.33%  $531  8.33%

Illinois River District Totals  $533,097  56.61%  $349,778  61.48%  $882,876  58.44%
         
IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT         
Allerton UMC  $1,323  75.00%  $801  75.00%  $2,124  75.00%
Arcola UMC  $10,638  75.00%  $6,426  75.00%  $17,064  75.00%
Arthur UMC  $10,161  75.00%  $6,138  75.00%  $16,299  75.00%
Batestown UMC  $1,944  75.00%  $1,170  75.00%  $3,114  75.00%
Union Corner UMC  $1,728  75.00%  $1,044  75.00%  $2,772  75.00%
Bellflower UMC  $1,696  66.67%  $1,024  66.67%  $2,720  66.67%
Bement UMC  $7,209  75.00%  $4,356  75.00%  $11,565  75.00%
Bondville UMC  $2,448  75.00%  $1,485  75.00%  $3,933  75.00%
Catlin UMC  $8,080  66.67%  $4,880  66.67%  $12,960  66.67%
Centerville UMC  $2,592  75.00%  $1,566  75.00%  $4,158  75.00%
Seymour UMC  $1,026  75.00%  $621  75.00%  $1,647  75.00%
White Heath UMC  $828  75.00%  $504  75.00%  $1,332  75.00%
Champaign Faith UMC  $33,088  66.67%  $19,984  66.67%  $53,072  66.67%
Champaign First UMC  $46,638  75.00%  $28,179  75.00%  $74,817  75.00%
Champaign New Horizon UMC  $45,909  75.00%  $27,729  75.00%  $73,638  75.00%
Cissna Park UMC  $2,160  75.00%  $1,305  75.00%  $3,465  75.00%
Rankin UMC  $2,508  100.00%  $1,512  100.00%  $4,020  100.00%
Collison UMC  $1,143  75.00%  $693  75.00%  $1,836  75.00%
Countryside UMC  $2,661  25.00%  $1,608  25.00%  $4,269  25.00%
Tolono UMC  $5,145  58.33%  $3,108  58.33%  $8,253  58.33%
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC  $2,745  75.00%  $1,665  75.00%  $4,410  75.00%
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC  $2,610  75.00%  $1,575  75.00%  $4,185  75.00%
Danville First UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Danville Saint James UMC  $32,436  75.00%  $19,593  75.00%  $52,029  75.00%
Donovan UMC  $2,480  66.67%  $1,496  66.67%  $3,976  66.67%
Crescent City UMC  $1,980  75.00%  $1,197  75.00%  $3,177  75.00%
Fairmount UMC  $1,710  75.00%  $1,035  75.00%  $2,745  75.00%
Fairview UMC  $1,260  83.33%  $760  83.33%  $2,020  83.33%
Georgetown UMC  $2,106  75.00%  $1,278  75.00%  $3,384  75.00%
Farmer City UMC  $5,032  66.67%  $3,040  66.67%  $8,072  66.67%

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT (CONT.)
Weedman UMC  $2,898  75.00%  $1,746  75.00%  $4,644  75.00%
Fisher UMC  $6,318  75.00%  $3,816  75.00%  $10,134  75.00%
Fithian UMC  $4,552  66.67%  $2,752  66.67%  $7,304  66.67%
Oakwood UMC  $4,344  66.67%  $2,624  66.67%  $6,968  66.67%
Hebron UMC  $1,287  75.00%  $774  75.00%  $2,061  75.00%
Gibson City UMC  $7,180  33.33%  $4,336  33.33%  $11,516  33.33%
Gifford UMC  $1,449  75.00%  $873  75.00%  $2,322  75.00%
Gilman UMC  $1,210  15.71%  $751  16.13%  $1,961  15.87%
Ashkum UMC  $2,763  75.00%  $1,674  75.00%  $4,437  75.00%
Hindsboro UMC  $1,620  75.00%  $542  41.44%  $2,162  62.34%
Homer UMC  $6,448  66.67%  $3,896  66.67%  $10,344  66.67%
Hoopeston UMC  $8,001  75.00%  $4,833  75.00%  $12,834  75.00%
Wellington UMC  $2,088  75.00%  $1,260  75.00%  $3,348  75.00%
Iroquois UMC  $600  66.67%  $360  66.67%  $960  66.67%
Sheldon UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Loda UMC  $6,936  66.67%  $4,192  66.67%  $11,128  66.67%
Ludlow UMC  $2,048  66.67%  $1,240  66.67%  $3,288  66.67%
Mahomet UMC  $13,356  33.33%  $8,068  33.33%  $21,424  33.33%
Mansfield UMC  $8,334  75.00%  $5,031  75.00%  $13,365  75.00%
Melvin UMC  $4,032  100.00%  $2,436  100.00%  $6,468  100.00%
Middlefork UMC  $2,907  75.00%  $1,755  75.00%  $4,662  75.00%
Milford UMC  $3,816  75.00%  $2,304  75.00%  $6,120  75.00%
Stockland UMC  $1,683  75.00%  $1,017  75.00%  $2,700  75.00%
Mount Vernon UMC  $3,150  75.00%  $1,908  75.00%  $5,058  75.00%
Newman UMC  $3,780  75.00%  $2,286  75.00%  $6,066  75.00%
Murdock UMC  $1,251  75.00%  $756  75.00%  $2,007  75.00%
Ogden UMC  $2,457  75.00%  $1,485  75.00%  $3,942  75.00%
Broadlands UMC  $2,583  75.00%  $1,557  75.00%  $4,140  75.00%
Onarga UMC  $-    0.00%  $400  9.89%  $400  3.73%
Piper City UMC  $336  8.33%  $203  8.33%  $539  8.33%
Paxton First UMC  $13,914  75.00%  $8,406  75.00%  $22,320  75.00%
Pesotum UMC  $1,824  66.67%  $1,104  66.67%  $2,928  66.67%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $522  75.00%  $315  75.00%  $837  75.00%
Quest UMC  $9,461  73.27%  $5,717  73.29%  $15,178  73.28%
Rantoul First UMC  $16,260  85.98%  $9,920  86.83%  $26,180  86.30%
Ridge Farm UMC  $1,737  75.00%  $1,053  75.00%  $2,790  75.00%
Indianola UMC  $1,332  75.00%  $810  75.00%  $2,142  75.00%
Roberts UMC  $1,184  66.67%  $720  66.67%  $1,904  66.67%
Thawville UMC  $258  25.00%  $156  25.00%  $414  25.00%
Rossville UMC  $7,209  75.00%  $4,356  75.00%  $11,565  75.00%
Bismarck UMC  $3,681  75.00%  $2,223  75.00%  $5,904  75.00%
Sadorus UMC  $828  50.00%  $498  50.00%  $1,326  50.00%
Parkville UMC  $828  75.00%  $495  75.00%  $1,323  75.00%
Saint Joseph UMC  $3,257  22.17%  $8,868  100.00%  $12,125  51.47%
Savoy UMC  $15,480  75.00%  $9,351  75.00%  $24,831  75.00%
Shiloh UMC  $2,538  75.00%  $1,530  75.00%  $4,068  75.00%
Sidell UMC  $6,930  75.00%  $4,185  75.00%  $11,115  75.00%
Sullivan UMC  $12,568  66.67%  $7,592  66.67%  $20,160  66.67%
Tuscola UMC  $15,984  75.00%  $9,657  75.00%  $25,641  75.00%
Urbana First UMC  $1,956  8.33%  $1,182  8.33%  $3,138  8.33%
Urbana Grace UMC  $10,980  75.00%  $6,633  75.00%  $17,613  75.00%
Urbana Wesley UMC  $13,232  66.67%  $7,992  66.67%  $21,224  66.67%
Villa Grove UMC  $11,538  75.00%  $6,975  75.00%  $18,513  75.00%
Camargo UMC  $3,800  66.67%  $2,296  66.67%  $6,096  66.67%
Watseka UMC  $984  5.00%  $595  5.00%  $1,579  5.00%
Weldon UMC  $4,872  100.00%  $2,940  100.00%  $7,812  100.00%
Woodland UMC  $1,260  75.00%  $765  75.00%  $2,025  75.00%

Iroquois River District Totals  $513,128  62.66%  $316,981  64.07%  $830,109  63.19%
         
KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT         
Albion UMC  $6,417  75.00%  $3,879  75.00%  $10,296  75.00%
Bethel UMC  $2,628  75.00%  $1,584  75.00%  $4,212  75.00%
Allendale UMC  $1,737  75.00%  $1,044  75.00%  $2,781  75.00%
Alma UMC  $963  75.00%  $585  75.00%  $1,548  75.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $720  75.00%  $432  75.00%  $1,152  75.00%
Asbury Chapel UMC  $1,143  75.00%  $693  75.00%  $1,836  75.00%
Bellmont UMC  $1,328  66.67%  $800  66.67%  $2,128  66.67%
Ashley UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Beulah UMC  $10,116  75.00%  $6,111  75.00%  $16,227  75.00%
Bluford Otterbein UMC  $1,215  38.21%  $735  38.28%  $1,950  38.24%
Bonnie UMC  $109  6.07%  $67  6.16%  $175  6.10%
Bridgeport UMC  $6,200  66.67%  $3,744  66.67%  $9,944  66.67%
Petrolia UMC  $639  75.00%  $387  75.00%  $1,026  75.00%
Browns UMC  $1,179  75.00%  $711  75.00%  $1,890  75.00%
Calhoun UMC  $1,125  75.00%  $675  75.00%  $1,800  75.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $1,773  75.00%  $1,071  75.00%  $2,844  75.00%
Centralia First UMC  $1,084  8.33%  $655  8.33%  $1,739  8.33%
Irvington UMC  $1,053  75.00%  $639  75.00%  $1,692  75.00%
Chauncey UMC  $891  75.00%  $540  75.00%  $1,431  75.00%
Landes UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Claremont UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Prairieton UMC  $80  20.20%  $80  33.33%  $160  25.16%
Dix UMC  $1,071  75.00%  $648  75.00%  $1,719  75.00%
Union Chapel UMC  $963  75.00%  $585  75.00%  $1,548  75.00%
Garrison Temple UMC  $720  75.00%  $432  75.00%  $1,152  75.00%
Enterprise UMC  $2,781  75.00%  $1,683  75.00%  $4,464  75.00%
West UMC  $1,575  75.00%  $954  75.00%  $2,529  75.00%
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC  $3,807  75.00%  $2,295  75.00%  $6,102  75.00%
Fairfield First UMC  $18,765  75.00%  $11,340  75.00%  $30,105  75.00%
Fairview UMC  $432  75.00%  $261  75.00%  $693  75.00%
Farina UMC  $4,104  75.00%  $2,475  75.00%  $6,579  75.00%
Flora First UMC  $15,759  75.00%  $9,522  75.00%  $25,281  75.00%
Flora Trinity UMC  $1,764  75.00%  $1,062  75.00%  $2,826  75.00%
Centralia Demaree UMC  $1,651  24.61%  $934  23.03%  $2,585  24.02%
Centralia Faith UMC  $4,144  66.67%  $2,504  66.67%  $6,648  66.67%
Odin UMC  $1,503  75.00%  $909  75.00%  $2,412  75.00%
Shattuc UMC  $2,745  75.00%  $1,656  75.00%  $4,401  75.00%
Gilead UMC  $1,044  100.00%  $636  100.00%  $1,680  100.00%
Golden Gate UMC  $873  75.00%  $522  75.00%  $1,395  75.00%
Conway UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Grayville UMC  $6,183  75.00%  $3,735  75.00%  $9,918  75.00%
Fortney UMC  $783  75.00%  $477  75.00%  $1,260  75.00%
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KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT (CONT.)
Hopewell UMC  $83  17.29%  $35  12.15%  $118  15.36%
Olive Branch UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Ina UMC  $855  75.00%  $513  75.00%  $1,368  75.00%
Waltonville UMC  $1,629  75.00%  $990  75.00%  $2,619  75.00%
Kinmundy First UMC  $9,032  66.67%  $5,456  66.67%  $14,488  66.67%
Wesley UMC  $1,143  75.00%  $693  75.00%  $1,836  75.00%
Lancaster UMC  $648  75.00%  $396  75.00%  $1,044  75.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $948  100.00%  $576  100.00%  $1,524  100.00%
Nye Chapel UMC  $328  66.67%  $200  66.67%  $528  66.67%
Lawrenceville First UMC  $12,538  63.71%  $217  1.82%  $12,755  40.40%
Billett UMC  $4,029  83.31%  $2,440  83.33%  $6,469  83.32%
Lawrenceville Otterbein UMC  $145  4.72%  $155  8.33%  $300  6.08%
Lawrenceville Zion UMC  $3,924  75.00%  $2,367  75.00%  $6,291  75.00%
Louisville UMC  $5,166  75.00%  $3,123  75.00%  $8,289  75.00%
May Chapel UMC  $528  66.67%  $320  66.67%  $848  66.67%
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC  $13,086  75.00%  $7,902  75.00%  $20,988  75.00%
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC  $4,935  41.67%  $2,980  41.67%  $7,915  41.67%
Adams Corner UMC  $634  50.83%  $434  57.45%  $1,069  53.33%
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC  $3,040  66.67%  $1,840  66.67%  $4,880  66.67%
Wayne City UMC  $3,186  75.00%  $1,926  75.00%  $5,112  75.00%
Zion UMC  $1,998  75.00%  $1,206  75.00%  $3,204  75.00%
Hopewell UMC  $657  75.00%  $396  75.00%  $1,053  75.00%
Mount Vernon First UMC  $30,978  75.00%  $18,720  75.00%  $49,698  75.00%
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC  $4,257  75.00%  $2,565  75.00%  $6,822  75.00%
Mount Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC  $11,709  75.00%  $7,074  75.00%  $18,783  75.00%
Mount Zion UMC  $1,827  37.03%  $1,111  37.33%  $2,938  37.15%
Brown's Chapel UMC  $2,574  75.00%  $1,557  75.00%  $4,131  75.00%
Olney First UMC  $16,344  75.00%  $9,873  75.00%  $26,217  75.00%
Olney Immanuel UMC  $5,077  35.17%  $3,068  35.17%  $8,145  35.17%
Olney Saint Paul UMC  $2,126  28.67%  $-    0.00%  $2,126  17.88%
Parkersburg UMC  $1,026  75.00%  $621  75.00%  $1,647  75.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $1,224  100.00%  $744  100.00%  $1,968  100.00%
Little Wabash UMC  $1,197  75.00%  $720  75.00%  $1,917  75.00%
Pinkstaff UMC  $2,826  75.00%  $1,701  75.00%  $4,527  75.00%
Richview UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Saint Francisville UMC  $2,286  75.00%  $1,377  75.00%  $3,663  75.00%
Salem Grace UMC  $17,224  66.67%  $10,400  66.67%  $27,624  66.67%
Salem Trinity UMC  $5,816  66.67%  $3,512  66.67%  $9,328  66.67%
Iuka UMC  $2,583  75.00%  $1,557  75.00%  $4,140  75.00%
Cubbage Chapel UMC  $432  75.00%  $261  75.00%  $693  75.00%
Sandoval UMC  $4,056  66.67%  $2,456  66.67%  $6,512  66.67%
Patoka UMC  $3,843  75.00%  $2,322  75.00%  $6,165  75.00%
Boulder UMC  $1,323  75.00%  $801  75.00%  $2,124  75.00%
Sumner UMC  $10,458  75.00%  $6,318  75.00%  $16,776  75.00%
Clay City UMC  $4,743  75.00%  $2,862  75.00%  $7,605  75.00%
Harmony UMC  $3,033  75.00%  $1,827  75.00%  $4,860  75.00%
Bethel UMC  $-    0.00%  $1,593  75.00%  $1,593  28.18%
Union Chapel UMC  $855  75.00%  $522  75.00%  $1,377  75.00%
Vandalia First UMC  $22,563  75.00%  $13,626  75.00%  $36,189  75.00%
Bethel UMC  $1,143  75.00%  $693  75.00%  $1,836  75.00%
Cisne UMC  $1,206  75.00%  $729  75.00%  $1,935  75.00%
Johnsonville UMC  $1,251  75.00%  $756  75.00%  $2,007  75.00%
West Salem Zion UMC  $8,091  75.00%  $4,887  75.00%  $12,978  75.00%
Xenia UMC  $3,609  75.00%  $2,178  75.00%  $5,787  75.00%

Kaskaskia River District Totals  $355,278  65.46%  $207,657  63.33%  $562,936  64.66%
  

LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT         
Ashland UMC  $4,041  75.00%  $2,439  75.00%  $6,480  75.00%
Peter Cartwright UMC  $1,940  37.50%  $1,170  37.50%  $3,110  37.50%
Batchtown UMC  $549  75.00%  $333  75.00%  $882  75.00%
Beardstown UMC  $3,603  25.00%  $2,178  25.00%  $5,781  25.00%
Bethel UMC  $1,320  66.67%  $792  66.67%  $2,112  66.67%
Kane UMC  $1,143  75.00%  $693  75.00%  $1,836  75.00%
Bluff Springs UMC  $774  75.00%  $468  75.00%  $1,242  75.00%
Griggsville UMC  $3,942  75.00%  $2,376  75.00%  $6,318  75.00%
New Salem UMC  $765  75.00%  $459  75.00%  $1,224  75.00%
Detroit UMC  $1,668  100.00%  $1,008  100.00%  $2,676  100.00%
Florence UMC  $234  75.00%  $144  75.00%  $378  75.00%
Oxville UMC  $576  100.00%  $348  100.00%  $924  100.00%
Perry UMC  $3,033  75.00%  $1,836  75.00%  $4,869  75.00%
Baylis UMC  $387  75.00%  $234  75.00%  $621  75.00%
Camp Point UMC  $7,398  75.00%  $4,473  75.00%  $11,871  75.00%
Centennial Ebenezer UMC  $639  25.00%  $387  25.00%  $1,026  25.00%
Carlinville UMC  $9,870  50.00%  $5,964  50.00%  $15,834  50.00%
Carrollton UMC  $2,832  66.67%  $1,712  66.67%  $4,544  66.67%
Christ UMC  $3,006  75.00%  $1,809  75.00%  $4,815  75.00%
Carthage First UMC  $3,000  19.97%  $-    0.00%  $3,000  12.44%
Astoria UMC  $3,123  75.00%  $1,890  75.00%  $5,013  75.00%
Sheldon's Grove UMC  $1,192  66.67%  $720  66.67%  $1,912  66.67%
Browning UMC  $1,224  75.00%  $738  75.00%  $1,962  75.00%
Sugar Grove UMC  $1,456  58.33%  $875  58.33%  $2,331  58.33%
Concord UMC  $1,530  75.00%  $927  75.00%  $2,457  75.00%
Arenzville UMC  $6,111  75.00%  $3,690  75.00%  $9,801  75.00%
Doddsville UMC  $1,242  75.00%  $747  75.00%  $1,989  75.00%
Bluffs UMC  $3,632  66.67%  $2,192  66.67%  $5,824  66.67%
Naples UMC  $1,674  75.00%  $1,008  75.00%  $2,682  75.00%
Beverly UMC  $981  75.00%  $594  75.00%  $1,575  75.00%
Kingston UMC  $720  75.00%  $-    0.00%  $720  46.88%
Plainville UMC  $963  75.00%  $585  75.00%  $1,548  75.00%
Richfield UMC  $912  66.67%  $552  66.67%  $1,464  66.67%
Franklin UMC  $1,116  50.00%  $672  50.00%  $1,788  50.00%
Durbin UMC  $1,476  75.00%  $891  75.00%  $2,367  75.00%
Grafton UMC  $1,824  100.00%  $1,104  100.00%  $2,928  100.00%
Rosedale UMC  $1,683  75.00%  $1,017  75.00%  $2,700  75.00%
Greenfield UMC  $4,860  75.00%  $2,934  75.00%  $7,794  75.00%
Rock Bridge UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hamilton UMC  $3,232  66.67%  $1,952  66.67%  $5,184  66.67%
Warsaw UMC  $3,735  75.00%  $2,259  75.00%  $5,994  75.00%
Havana First UMC  $6,774  50.00%  $4,092  50.00%  $10,866  50.00%
Industry UMC  $6,097  58.33%  $3,682  58.33%  $9,779  58.33%

LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT (CONT.)
Vermont UMC  $3,336  100.00%  $2,016  100.00%  $5,352  100.00%
Jacksonville Asbury UMC  $1,232  66.67%  $744  66.67%  $1,976  66.67%
Jacksonville Centenary UMC  $4,266  25.00%  $1,718  16.67%  $5,984  21.86%
Jacksonville Brooklyn UMC  $3,528  75.00%  $2,133  75.00%  $5,661  75.00%
Jacksonville Grace UMC  $20,961  75.00%  $12,663  75.00%  $33,624  75.00%
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC  $11,727  75.00%  $7,083  75.00%  $18,810  75.00%
Jerseyville UMC  $23,625  75.00%  $14,274  75.00%  $37,899  75.00%
Living Faith UMC  $7,312  66.67%  $4,416  66.67%  $11,728  66.67%
Loraine UMC  $3,060  75.00%  $1,854  75.00%  $4,914  75.00%
Manchester UMC  $801  75.00%  $486  75.00%  $1,287  75.00%
Mount Sterling First UMC  $3,235  41.67%  $1,955  41.67%  $5,190  41.67%
Columbus UMC  $2,313  75.00%  $1,404  75.00%  $3,717  75.00%
Murrayville UMC  $8,496  75.00%  $5,130  75.00%  $13,626  75.00%
New Hope UMC  $720  50.00%  $438  50.00%  $1,158  50.00%
Palmyra UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Modesto UMC  $1,476  75.00%  $891  75.00%  $2,367  75.00%
Payson UMC  $2,574  75.00%  $1,557  75.00%  $4,131  75.00%
Pittsfield UMC  $7,280  41.67%  $4,400  41.67%  $11,680  41.67%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $2,178  75.00%  $1,314  75.00%  $3,492  75.00%
Paloma UMC  $1,233  75.00%  $747  75.00%  $1,980  75.00%
Oakford UMC  $1,452  25.00%  $879  25.00%  $2,331  25.00%
Bath UMC  $1,160  66.67%  $704  66.67%  $1,864  66.67%
Fairview UMC  $1,314  75.00%  $792  75.00%  $2,106  75.00%
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC  $11,060  58.33%  $6,678  58.33%  $17,738  58.33%
Quincy Union UMC  $12,438  75.00%  $6,680  66.67%  $19,118  71.86%
Quincy Vermont Street UMC  $29,007  75.00%  $17,523  75.00%  $46,530  75.00%
Rural UMC  $2,796  100.00%  $1,680  100.00%  $4,476  100.00%
Rushville First UMC  $11,834  65.57%  $7,147  65.59%  $18,981  65.58%
Barry UMC  $2,842  58.33%  $1,715  58.33%  $4,557  58.33%
Hull UMC  $3,303  75.00%  $1,989  75.00%  $5,292  75.00%
New Canton UMC  $1,989  75.00%  $1,197  75.00%  $3,186  75.00%
Pleasant Hill UMC  $1,467  75.00%  $891  75.00%  $2,358  75.00%
Hamburg UMC  $297  75.00%  $180  75.00%  $477  75.00%
Virden First UMC  $4,761  75.00%  $2,871  75.00%  $7,632  75.00%
Girard UMC  $4,788  75.00%  $2,889  75.00%  $7,677  75.00%
Virginia UMC  $9,693  75.00%  $5,859  75.00%  $15,552  75.00%
Waverly UMC  $5,229  75.00%  $3,159  75.00%  $8,388  75.00%
Brooklyn UMC  $756  75.00%  $459  75.00%  $1,215  75.00%
Ebenezer UMC  $684  75.00%  $414  75.00%  $1,098  75.00%
Houston UMC  $945  75.00%  $567  75.00%  $1,512  75.00%
Littleton UMC  $1,332  75.00%  $810  75.00%  $2,142  75.00%
Clayton Federated UMC  $1,888  66.67%  $1,144  66.67%  $3,032  66.67%
Camden UMC  $1,620  75.00%  $981  75.00%  $2,601  75.00%
Elm Grove UMC  $810  75.00%  $486  75.00%  $1,296  75.00%
Winchester UMC  $10,596  100.00%  $6,396  100.00%  $16,992  100.00%

LaMoine River District Totals  $339,691  64.04%  $201,257  62.80%  $540,948  63.57%
         
MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT         
Alton Grace UMC  $890  41.67%  $540  41.67%  $1,430  41.67%
Hartford UMC  $1,755  75.00%  $1,062  75.00%  $2,817  75.00%
Elsah UMC  $1,593  75.00%  $963  75.00%  $2,556  75.00%
Alton Main Street UMC  $11,163  25.00%  $6,744  25.00%  $17,907  25.00%
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC  $88,408  66.67%  $53,408  66.67%  $141,816  66.67%
Belleville Signal Hill UMC  $930  6.33%  $570  6.42%  $1,500  6.36%
Belleville Union UMC  $26,991  75.00%  $16,308  75.00%  $43,299  75.00%
New Athens UMC  $2,178  75.00%  $1,314  75.00%  $3,492  75.00%
Benld UMC  $3,069  75.00%  $1,854  75.00%  $4,923  75.00%
Bethalto UMC  $12,640  65.51%  $6,469  55.52%  $19,109  61.75%
Brighton Saint Paul UMC  $6,921  75.00%  $4,185  75.00%  $11,106  75.00%
Bunker Hill UMC  $1,359  75.00%  $819  75.00%  $2,178  75.00%
Cahokia Park UMC  $1,838  25.28%  $1,135  25.85%  $2,973  25.49%
Carlyle UMC  $10,232  66.67%  $6,184  66.67%  $16,416  66.67%
Huey UMC  $945  75.00%  $576  75.00%  $1,521  75.00%
Beckemeyer UMC  $783  75.00%  $468  75.00%  $1,251  75.00%
Caseyville UMC  $7,680  66.67%  $4,640  66.67%  $12,320  66.67%
Chester UMC  $4,194  75.00%  $2,538  75.00%  $6,732  75.00%
Collinsville First UMC  $9,709  58.33%  $5,866  58.33%  $15,575  58.33%
Columbia Bethany UMC  $10,640  66.67%  $6,424  66.67%  $17,064  66.67%
Coulterville UMC  $4,520  66.67%  $2,736  66.67%  $7,256  66.67%
Tilden UMC  $1,752  66.67%  $1,056  66.67%  $2,808  66.67%
East Alton First UMC  $10,416  58.33%  $6,293  58.33%  $16,709  58.33%
East Saint Louis Trinity UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC  $1,272  8.33%  $3,587  38.92%  $4,859  19.85%
Edwardsville Saint John's UMC  $21,038  62.50%  $12,705  62.50%  $33,743  62.50%
Ellis Grove UMC  $1,116  75.00%  $675  75.00%  $1,791  75.00%
New Palestine UMC  $1,890  75.00%  $1,143  75.00%  $3,033  75.00%
Preston UMC  $424  66.67%  $256  66.67%  $680  66.67%
Fairview Heights Christ UMC  $49,940  33.33%  $30,168  33.33%  $80,108  33.33%
Fairview Heights Prospect Park UMC  $1,304  66.67%  $792  66.67%  $2,096  66.67%
Gillespie First UMC  $8,352  75.00%  $5,049  75.00%  $13,401  75.00%
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC  $4,500  19.84%  $4,500  32.84%  $9,000  24.74%
Godfrey First UMC  $18,128  66.67%  $10,952  66.67%  $29,080  66.67%
Granite City Dewey Avenue UMC  $2,268  75.00%  $1,368  75.00%  $3,636  75.00%
Granite City Good Shepherd UMC  $1,670  41.67%  $1,010  41.67%  $2,680  41.67%
Granite City Nameoki UMC  $12,537  75.00%  $7,578  75.00%  $20,115  75.00%
Granite City Niedringhaus UMC  $250  1.27%  $1,250  10.47%  $1,500  4.73%
Granite City Trinity UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Greenville First UMC  $12,888  75.00%  $7,785  75.00%  $20,673  75.00%
Highland Hope UMC  $8,124  33.33%  $4,908  33.33%  $13,032  33.33%
Keyesport UMC  $864  75.00%  $522  75.00%  $1,386  75.00%
Lebanon First UMC  $11,914  58.33%  $7,196  58.33%  $19,110  58.33%
Litchfield Saint Timothy UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Marissa UMC  $5,166  75.00%  $3,114  75.00%  $8,280  75.00%
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC  $15,777  75.00%  $9,531  75.00%  $25,308  75.00%
Mascoutah Bethel UMC  $10,197  75.00%  $6,165  75.00%  $16,362  75.00%
Medora UMC  $1,449  75.00%  $873  75.00%  $2,322  75.00%
Piasa UMC  $1,112  66.67%  $672  66.67%  $1,784  66.67%
Mount Olive UMC  $169  4.07%  $235  9.37%  $404  6.06%
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CONFERENCE Apportionment Receipts as of SEPTEMBER 30, 2013*

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

*Churches reflecting contributions of 75% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

Sorento UMC  $848  66.67%  $512  66.67%  $1,360  66.67%
Mulberry Grove UMC  $1,521  75.00%  $918  75.00%  $2,439  75.00%
Pleasant Mound UMC  $405  75.00%  $243  75.00%  $648  75.00%
Nashville Grace UMC  $15,944  66.67%  $9,632  66.67%  $25,576  66.67%
New Baden UMC  $5,058  75.00%  $3,051  75.00%  $8,109  75.00%
O'Fallon First UMC  $39,224  66.67%  $23,696  66.67%  $62,920  66.67%
Okawville UMC  $1,845  75.00%  $1,116  75.00%  $2,961  75.00%
Pocahontas UMC  $5,652  75.00%  $3,411  75.00%  $9,063  75.00%
Panama UMC  $2,288  66.67%  $1,384  66.67%  $3,672  66.67%
Rosewood Heights Saint Paul UMC  $4,160  16.67%  $2,512  16.67%  $6,672  16.67%
Saint Jacob UMC  $1,250  34.27%  $1,250  56.61%  $2,500  42.69%
Shiloh UMC  $14,087  36.23%  $8,574  36.51%  $22,661  1.06%
Shipman UMC  $3,576  100.00%  $2,160  100.00%  $5,736  100.00%
Dorchester UMC  $792  75.00%  $477  75.00%  $1,269  75.00%
Sparta First UMC  $11,896  66.67%  $7,184  66.67%  $19,080  66.67%
Staunton UMC  $1,984  59.26%  $1,600  78.90%  $3,584  66.67%
Steeleville UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Percy UMC  $2,457  75.00%  $1,485  75.00%  $3,942  75.00%
Trenton First UMC  $1,011  7.77%  $619  7.88%  $1,630  7.81%
Troy UMC  $12,000  28.04%  $-    0.00%  $12,000  17.48%
Worden UMC  $1,674  75.00%  $1,008  75.00%  $2,682  75.00%
Wanda UMC  $7,047  75.00%  $4,257  75.00%  $11,304  75.00%
Wood River First UMC  $3,190  45.99%  $4,044  96.56%  $7,234  65.03%

Mississippi River District Totals  $550,864  49.31%  $333,319  49.39%  $884,183  49.34%
        

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT        
Argenta UMC  $3,951  75.00%  $2,385  75.00%  $6,336  75.00%
Warrensburg UMC  $3,744  75.00%  $2,259  75.00%  $6,003  75.00%
Assumption UMC  $2,310  41.67%  $1,395  41.67%  $3,705  41.67%
Findlay UMC  $4,509  75.00%  $2,727  75.00%  $7,236  75.00%
Athens UMC  $5,589  75.00%  $3,375  75.00%  $8,964  75.00%
Cantrall UMC  $3,537  75.00%  $2,133  75.00%  $5,670  75.00%
Auburn UMC  $9,810  75.00%  $5,922  75.00%  $15,732  75.00%
Bethel UMC  $536  66.67%  $328  66.67%  $864  66.67%
Bissell UMC  $1,683  75.00%  $1,017  75.00%  $2,700  75.00%
Blue Mound UMC  $5,562  75.00%  $3,361  75.09%  $8,923  75.03%
Buckeye UMC  $2,934  75.00%  $1,773  75.00%  $4,707  75.00%
Owaneco UMC  $3,069  75.00%  $1,854  75.00%  $4,923  75.00%
South Fork UMC  $4,232  66.67%  $2,560  66.67%  $6,792  66.67%
Chatham UMC  $20,295  75.00%  $12,258  75.00%  $32,553  75.00%
Cisco UMC  $6,192  75.00%  $3,744  75.00%  $9,936  75.00%
Clinton UMC  $24,775  90.00%  $14,969  90.00%  $39,744  90.00%
Decatur Christ UMC  $3,555  41.67%  $2,150  41.67%  $5,705  41.67%
Decatur First UMC  $30,357  75.00%  $18,342  75.00%  $48,699  75.00%
Decatur Grace UMC  $43,168  66.67%  $26,080  66.67%  $69,248  66.67%
Decatur Wesley UMC  $2,736  75.00%  $1,656  75.00%  $4,392  75.00%
Garver Brick UMC  $2,520  75.00%  $1,521  75.00%  $4,041  75.00%
Divernon UMC  $3,645  75.00%  $2,196  75.00%  $5,841  75.00%
Farmersville UMC  $918  75.00%  $558  75.00%  $1,476  75.00%
Midland UMC  $3,249  75.00%  $1,962  75.00%  $5,211  75.00%
Easton UMC  $3,056  66.67%  $1,848  66.67%  $4,904  66.67%
Edinburg UMC  $4,833  75.00%  $2,916  75.00%  $7,749  75.00%
Stonington UMC  $4,401  75.00%  $2,360  66.67%  $6,761  71.86%
Elwin UMC  $7,821  75.00%  $4,725  75.00%  $12,546  75.00%
Fairview UMC  $1,620  75.00%  $981  75.00%  $2,601  75.00%
Forsyth UMC  $10,989  75.00%  $6,642  75.00%  $17,631  75.00%
Fountain of Life UMC  $3,704  66.67%  $2,240  66.67%  $5,944  66.67%
Island Grove UMC  $1,656  75.00%  $999  75.00%  $2,655  75.00%
Kenney UMC  $696  100.00%  $420  100.00%  $1,116  100.00%
Loami UMC  $1,863  75.00%  $1,125  75.00%  $2,988  75.00%
Lincoln First UMC  $18,664  66.67%  $11,280  66.67%  $29,944  66.67%
Beason UMC  $1,791  75.00%  $1,080  75.00%  $2,871  75.00%
Elkhart UMC  $1,638  75.00%  $990  75.00%  $2,628  75.00%
Hartsburg UMC  $1,737  75.00%  $1,053  75.00%  $2,790  75.00%
Long Creek UMC  $3,688  66.67%  $2,224  66.67%  $5,912  66.67%
Dalton City UMC  $2,133  75.00%  $1,287  75.00%  $3,420  75.00%
Macon UMC  $5,742  55.13%  $3,406  54.17%  $9,148  54.77%
Maroa UMC  $9,063  75.00%  $5,472  75.00%  $14,535  75.00%
Mason City UMC  $5,131  58.33%  $3,101  58.33%  $8,232  58.33%
San Jose UMC  $1,833  25.00%  $1,107  25.00%  $2,940  25.00%
Middletown UMC  $1,233  75.00%  $747  75.00%  $1,980  75.00%
Monticello UMC  $23,508  75.00%  $14,202  75.00%  $37,710  75.00%
Morrisonville UMC  $3,510  75.00%  $2,124  75.00%  $5,634  75.00%
Mount Auburn UMC  $1,632  66.67%  $984  66.67%  $2,616  66.67%
Mount Pulaski First UMC  $2,946  50.00%  $1,782  50.00%  $4,728  50.00%
Chestnut UMC  $1,557  75.00%  $936  75.00%  $2,493  75.00%
Latham UMC  $2,277  75.00%  $1,377  75.00%  $3,654  75.00%
Mount Zion UMC  $1,918  8.73%  $1,918  14.46%  $3,835  10.89%
Bethany UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Moweaqua UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Sanner Chapel UMC  $2,320  66.67%  $1,400  66.67%  $3,720  66.67%
New Holland UMC  $2,322  75.00%  $1,404  75.00%  $3,726  75.00%
Waynesville UMC  $6,408  100.00%  $3,876  100.00%  $10,284  100.00%
McLean UMC  $4,698  75.00%  $2,835  75.00%  $7,533  75.00%
New Salem UMC  $1,888  66.67%  $1,144  66.67%  $3,032  66.67%
Niantic UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Illiopolis UMC  $2,472  66.67%  $1,496  66.67%  $3,968  66.67%
Cerro Gordo UMC  $6,696  75.00%  $4,041  75.00%  $10,737  75.00%
Lovington UMC  $3,591  75.00%  $2,169  75.00%  $5,760  75.00%
Hammond UMC  $2,832  66.67%  $1,712  66.67%  $4,544  66.67%
LaPlace UMC  $1,494  75.00%  $909  75.00%  $2,403  75.00%
Pana UMC  $10,567  61.11%  $6,387  61.11%  $16,955  61.11%
Pawnee UMC  $334  3.26%  $195  3.15%  $529  3.22%
Thayer UMC  $2,358  75.00%  $1,422  75.00%  $3,780  75.00%
Petersburg UMC  $3,708  27.76%  $2,388  29.57%  $6,096  28.44%
Raymond Community Of Faith UMC  $6,831  75.00%  $4,122  75.00%  $10,953  75.00%
Riverton First UMC  $7,056  75.00%  $4,266  75.00%  $11,322  75.00%
Rochester UMC  $21,411  75.00%  $12,933  75.00%  $34,344  75.00%
Sharon UMC  $7,245  75.00%  $4,374  75.00%  $11,619  75.00%

Sherman UMC  $17,216  66.67%  $10,400  66.67%  $27,616  66.67%
Springfield Asbury UMC  $3,904  66.67%  $2,360  66.67%  $6,264  66.67%
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC  $18,648  66.67%  $11,264  66.67%  $29,912  66.67%
Springfield First UMC  $139,320  75.00%  $84,159  75.00%  $223,479  75.00%
Springfield Grace UMC  $5,403  55.52%  $3,270  55.61%  $8,673  55.56%
Springfield Kumler UMC  $143  1.18%  $87  1.18%  $230  1.18%
Springfield Jerome UMC  $3,555  75.00%  $2,151  75.00%  $5,706  75.00%
Springfield Laurel UMC  $26,232  50.00%  $15,846  50.00%  $42,078  50.00%
Springfield Woodside UMC  $13,728  100.00%  $8,292  100.00%  $22,020  100.00%
Springfield Northside UMC  $105  1.00%  $105  1.65%  $210  1.25%
Sugar Creek UMC  $13,960  66.67%  $8,432  66.67%  $22,392  66.67%
Taylorville UMC  $15,228  75.00%  $9,198  75.00%  $24,426  75.00%
Williamsville UMC  $3,408  66.67%  $2,064  66.67%  $5,472  66.67%
Zion Chapel UMC  $5,712  58.33%  $3,451  58.33%  $9,163  58.33%
Decatur Central UMC  $5,193  75.00%  $3,132  75.00%  $8,325  75.00%

Sangamon River District Totals  $689,502  65.33%  $417,134  65.43%  $1,106,637  65.37%
         

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT         
Abingdon UMC  $8,192  66.67%  $4,952  66.67%  $13,144  66.67%
Aledo UMC  $13,520  66.67%  $8,168  66.67%  $21,688  66.67%
Alpha UMC  $5,274  75.00%  $3,186  75.00%  $8,460  75.00%
Altona UMC  $5,265  75.00%  $3,186  75.00%  $8,451  75.00%
Oneida UMC  $1,566  50.00%  $942  50.00%  $2,508  50.00%
Blandinsville UMC  $1,800  66.67%  $1,088  66.67%  $2,888  66.67%
Burnside UMC  $2,304  100.00%  $200  14.37%  $2,504  67.75%
Bushnell UMC  $5,868  75.00%  $3,546  75.00%  $9,414  75.00%
Avon UMC  $3,177  75.00%  $1,917  75.00%  $5,094  75.00%
New Philadelphia UMC  $423  75.00%  $252  75.00%  $675  75.00%
Point Pleasant UMC  $675  75.00%  $414  75.00%  $1,089  75.00%
Colchester UMC  $7,038  75.00%  $4,248  75.00%  $11,286  75.00%
Colona UMC  $9,176  66.67%  $5,544  66.67%  $14,720  66.67%
Colusa UMC  $1,053  75.00%  $639  75.00%  $1,692  75.00%
East Moline Christ UMC  $29,400  66.67%  $17,760  66.67%  $47,160  66.67%
Elmwood UMC  $10,836  81.79%  $6,903  86.24%  $17,739  83.47%
Fairfield UMC  $1,332  75.00%  $810  75.00%  $2,142  75.00%
Fairview Center UMC  $7,254  75.00%  $4,383  75.00%  $11,637  75.00%
Galesburg Faith UMC  $5,964  100.00%  $3,600  100.00%  $9,564  100.00%
Galesburg First UMC  $32,409  75.00%  $19,575  75.00%  $51,984  75.00%
Galva Grace UMC  $1,664  66.67%  $1,008  66.67%  $2,672  66.67%
Geneseo First UMC  $33,327  75.00%  $20,133  75.00%  $53,460  75.00%
Cambridge UMC  $6,272  66.67%  $3,792  66.67%  $10,064  66.67%
Geneseo Grace UMC  $21,042  75.00%  $12,708  75.00%  $33,750  75.00%
Annawan Community UMC  $1,967  58.33%  $1,190  58.33%  $3,157  58.33%
Fairview UMC  $3,402  75.00%  $2,052  75.00%  $5,454  75.00%
Hooppole Zion UMC  $2,673  75.00%  $1,611  75.00%  $4,284  75.00%
Henderson UMC  $952  66.67%  $576  66.67%  $1,528  66.67%
North Henderson UMC  $1,404  75.00%  $846  75.00%  $2,250  75.00%
Hills Grove UMC  $864  66.67%  $520  66.67%  $1,384  66.67%
Hillsdale UMC  $2,637  75.00%  $1,593  75.00%  $4,230  75.00%
Illinois City UMC  $4,149  75.00%  $2,502  75.00%  $6,651  75.00%
Pine Bluff UMC  $810  75.00%  $495  75.00%  $1,305  75.00%
Kirkwood UMC  $3,321  75.00%  $2,007  75.00%  $5,328  75.00%
Smithshire UMC  $990  75.00%  $594  75.00%  $1,584  75.00%
Knoxville UMC  $7,672  66.67%  $4,632  66.67%  $12,304  66.67%
LaHarpe UMC  $1,568  58.33%  $945  58.33%  $2,513  58.33%
Durham UMC  $1,305  75.00%  $783  75.00%  $2,088  75.00%
Terre Haute UMC  $3,060  75.00%  $1,854  75.00%  $4,914  75.00%
Good Hope UMC  $4,520  66.67%  $2,728  66.67%  $7,248  66.67%
Jerusalem UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Loraine UMC  $8,550  75.00%  $5,166  75.00%  $13,716  75.00%
Macomb Wesley UMC  $29,259  75.00%  $17,676  75.00%  $46,935  75.00%
Maquon UMC  $3,344  66.67%  $2,024  66.67%  $5,368  66.67%
Douglas UMC  $1,845  75.00%  $1,116  75.00%  $2,961  75.00%
Orange Chapel UMC  $1,674  75.00%  $1,017  75.00%  $2,691  75.00%
Maxey Chapel UMC  $1,926  75.00%  $1,161  75.00%  $3,087  75.00%
Milan Trinity UMC  $6,560  66.67%  $3,960  66.67%  $10,520  66.67%
Green River UMC  $990  75.00%  $603  75.00%  $1,593  75.00%
Mineral UMC  $1,056  100.00%  $636  100.00%  $1,692  100.00%
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC  $14,337  75.00%  $8,658  75.00%  $22,995  75.00%
Moline Riverside UMC  $17,660  41.67%  $10,670  41.67%  $28,330  41.67%
Monmouth First UMC  $13,408  66.67%  $8,096  66.67%  $21,504  66.67%
Nauvoo UMC  $1,952  66.67%  $1,176  66.67%  $3,128  66.67%
Galva First UMC  $3,536  33.33%  $2,136  33.33%  $5,672  33.33%
Bishop Hill UMC  $1,656  75.00%  $999  75.00%  $2,655  75.00%
Oquawka UMC  $3,339  75.00%  $2,016  75.00%  $5,355  75.00%
Gladstone UMC  $2,025  75.00%  $1,224  75.00%  $3,249  75.00%
Biggsville UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Orion UMC  $12,339  75.00%  $7,452  75.00%  $19,791  75.00%
Port Byron First UMC  $9,603  75.00%  $5,805  75.00%  $15,408  75.00%
Reynolds UMC  $637  8.33%  $385  8.33%  $1,022  8.33%
Taylor Ridge UMC  $1,746  75.00%  $1,053  75.00%  $2,799  75.00%
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC  $17,721  75.00%  $10,701  75.00%  $28,422  75.00%
Roseville UMC  $6,867  75.00%  $4,149  75.00%  $11,016  75.00%
Swan Creek UMC  $1,288  66.67%  $776  66.67%  $2,064  66.67%
Silvis UMC  $4,518  75.00%  $2,736  75.00%  $7,254  75.00%
Stronghurst UMC  $3,520  66.67%  $2,128  66.67%  $5,648  66.67%
Carman UMC  $2,628  75.00%  $1,593  75.00%  $4,221  75.00%
Carbon Cliff UMC  $1,953  75.00%  $1,179  75.00%  $3,132  75.00%
Church of the Cross UMC  $2,070  75.00%  $1,251  75.00%  $3,321  75.00%
East Moline Grace UMC  $1,248  66.67%  $752  66.67%  $2,000  66.67%
Hampton UMC  $1,845  75.00%  $1,116  75.00%  $2,961  75.00%
Victoria UMC  $4,473  75.00%  $2,700  75.00%  $7,173  75.00%
Viola UMC  $3,996  75.00%  $2,412  75.00%  $6,408  75.00%
Preemption UMC  $4,896  75.00%  $2,961  75.00%  $7,857  75.00%
Walnut Grove UMC  $3,888  75.00%  $2,349  75.00%  $6,237  75.00%
Joy UMC  $2,086  58.33%  $1,260  58.33%  $3,346  58.33%
Eliza Community UMC  $1,989  75.00%  $-    -  $1,989  75.00%
New Boston UMC  $1,442  58.33%  $868  58.33%  $2,310  58.33%
Williamsfield UMC  $3,879  75.00%  $2,340  75.00%  $6,219  75.00%



CONFERENCE Apportionment Receipts as of SEPTEMBER 30, 2013*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 75% or greater of total apportionments are considered current. 

IGRC students       
receive scholarships
NASHVILLE – A total of 11 students from the Illinois Great 
Rivers Conference were among the recipients of scholar-
ships awarded by the General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry.

In all, $15,300 has been distributed to assist IGRC students 
with their studies.  Those receiving scholarships are:

•	 Lindsey Hayes, Galesburg First UMC, attending 
Olivet Nazarene University, Rev. Dr. Karen Layman 
Gift of Hope Scholarship, $1,000.

•	 Richard Blue, Troy UMC, attending Asbury Theologi-
cal Seminary, United Methodist General Scholarship, 
$1,500.

•	 Bethany Kotlar, Mattoon First UMC, attending Can-
dler School of Theology, Emory University, Special 
Seminary Scholarship, $2,000.

•	 Jared Leeper, Decatur Sharon UMC, attending Mil-
likin University, Rev. Dr. Karen Layman Gift of Hope 
Scholarship, $1,000.

•	 Todd Krost, Sheffield UMC, attending Garrett-Evan-
gelical Theological Seminary, Baxter Roelfson Sands 
Scholarship, $2,000.

•	 Kojo Fletcher, Springfield Woodside UMC, attending 
Arizona State University, Ethnic Minority Scholarship, 
$800.

•	 Andrew Black, Springfield Jerome UMC, attending 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Special 
Seminary Scholarship, $2,000.

•	 Alexander Thompson, Pawnee UMC, attending 
Candler School of Theology, Emory University, Spe-
cial Seminary Scholarship, $2,000.

•	 David Bell, Casey UMC, attending Illinois College, 
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship, 
$1,000.

•	 Katie Herath, Mossville UMC, attending McKendree 
University, Rev. Dr. Karen Layman Gift of Hope Schol-
arship, $1,000.

Funds for the scholarships are made possible through the 
United Methodist Student Day offering, one of six Special 
General Church Special offerings.

UM Student Day recipient writes 
of struggles and says ‘thank you’
BY ZACHARY ODUM

I'm told that the midnight 
Christmas Eve Service of 1991 was 
an emotional one for my church 
family. My arrival came through an 
emergency caesarean under high-
risk circumstances on the evening 
of December 23, 1991. This was before the modern technol-
ogy of instant messages, texts and e-mails, so the news was 
announced the next night as the congregation gathered to 
worship and celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior. 

It is my understanding that people had been praying for 
me many months before my expected arrival. My parents 
were told many things about the child my mother carried. 
Among them, the fear that I would be born with Down's 
Syndrome. I had a major kidney birth defect, and my heart 
was irregular and malfunctioning. Additionally, my parents 
were told they should prepare themselves in the event that I 
might not live long after birth. 

To make a much longer story short…. following two 
kidney surgeries, heart monitors and medications for years, 
and numerous hospital stays…. I’m fine. I give much credit 
to the faithfully praying members of Greenbrier United 
Methodist Church (GUMC), a church which I still attend 
with my family. I am honored to be a three-time recipient 
of the Gift of Hope Scholarship. In today’s economic reces-
sion, the United Methodist Student Day and the programs 
it supports, gives me and other youth a chance to realize 
our dreams of higher education. I am grateful for the op-
portunities you have allowed me. 

I turned 21 years old in December and every Christmas 
Eve as the candles glow and the stained glass windows 
sparkle, members of my church family still make a point to 
search me out, give me a hug and say “how thankful they 
are for answered prayers, how God blessed us that Christ-
mas, how there wasn’t a dry eye in the sanctuary when they 
learned I was born, and how on that special Holy night in 
1991, they celebrated the birth of two babies.” 

Through the years I have strived to excel and give my all 
to my studies, my family, and my church. I graduated with a 
4.0 GPA from Springfield High School. GUMC remains an 

essential part of my life. Through worship, Sunday school, 
VBS, missions, friendships and fellowship I always felt 
loved and supported as I made my Christian walk and grew 
in faith. My UMYF experience was especially instrumental 
and invaluable as I made my way through those awkward 
teenage years. 

As United Methodist ministers do, they come in and 
out of our lives. But each one makes an imprint and an 
impression on who we become. Our church is no exception. 
Our previous minister is the one who informed me of the 
scholarship and loan opportunities through the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry. 

I completed two years of college at Austin Peay State 
University, where I made the Dean’s List each semester and 
was a proud member of the Presidents Emerging Leaders, 
for which I credit much of my church and UMYF experi-
ences. This year, I transferred to Tennessee Tech University 
in Cookeville, Tennessee to attend their prestigious College 
of Business. My “hope” is to receive a Master’s Degree in 
Business Management and pursue a career in Human Re-
sources. College life has been great and I am truly enjoying 
every minute of it. Thank you again to the people of the 
United Methodist Church for giving me this opportunity. 

When you donate to The United Methodist Student Day 
Offering you help faithful students follow their calling to 
serve others while pursuing their education. 

Churches are encouraged to make a special collection 
for The United Methodist Student Offering every year, but 
individuals can donate by visiting www.umcgiving.org, 
clicking on Churchwide Special Sundays and then selecting 
United Methodist Student Day.

To order free resources, including leaders’ guides, Power 
Point presentations and other celebration helps for United 
Methodist Student Day, call 888-346-3862, or visit the 
UMC Giving website.  

Your United Methodist Student Day gifts help students 
continue their education and their faith journey as they 
strive to make a difference in the world and discern what 
God has planned for them.  Please give generously to the 
United Methodist Student Day offering. Remember you can 
give online anytime of the year.

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT
Dahinda UMC  $4,836  100.00%  $2,928  100.00%  $7,764  100.00%

Spoon River District Totals  $468,710  68.86%  $281,110  68.63%  $749,820  68.77%
  

VERMILLION RIVER DISTRICT         
Atlanta UMC  $3,934  58.33%  $2,380  58.33%  $6,314  58.33%
Ebenezer UMC  $4,584  100.00%  $2,772  100.00%  $7,356  100.00%
Bloomington Grace UMC  $5,475  41.67%  $3,305  41.67%  $8,780  41.67%
Bloomington Wesley UMC  $52,536  66.67%  $31,736  66.67%  $84,272  66.67%
Bloomington Park UMC  $1,967  23.02%  $1,461  28.32%  $3,428  25.02%
Bonfield First UMC  $1,809  75.00%  $1,089  75.00%  $2,898  75.00%
Bonfield Evangelical UMC  $4,620  100.00%  $2,796  100.00%  $7,416  100.00%
Grand Prairie UMC  $3,072  66.67%  $1,856  66.67%  $4,928  66.67%
Bourbonnais Grace Comnmunity UMC  $7,038  50.00%  $4,254  50.00%  $11,292  50.00%
Braceville UMC  $3,735  75.00%  $2,259  75.00%  $5,994  75.00%
Bradley Wesley UMC  $8,676  75.00%  $5,238  75.00%  $13,914  75.00%
Chatsworth UMC  $5,040  100.00%  $3,036  100.00%  $8,076  100.00%
Forrest UMC  $3,510  75.00%  $2,115  75.00%  $5,625  75.00%
Chenoa UMC  $4,203  75.00%  $2,538  75.00%  $6,741  75.00%
Coal City UMC  $12,960  66.67%  $7,832  66.67%  $20,792  66.67%
Colfax UMC  $3,285  75.00%  $1,980  75.00%  $5,265  75.00%
Cornell Blackstone UMC  $3,216  66.67%  $1,944  66.67%  $5,160  66.67%
Cropsey UMC  $2,817  75.00%  $1,701  75.00%  $4,518  75.00%
Saybrook Wesbein UMC  $3,942  75.00%  $2,385  75.00%  $6,327  75.00%
Downs UMC  $7,664  66.67%  $4,632  66.67%  $12,296  66.67%
Dwight UMC  $19,622  75.21%  $11,817  75.00%  $31,439  75.13%
Ellsworth UMC  $3,798  75.00%  $2,295  75.00%  $6,093  75.00%
El Paso UMC  $7,758  75.00%  $4,689  75.00%  $12,447  75.00%
Essex UMC  $704  66.67%  $424  66.67%  $1,128  66.67%
Fairbury UMC  $10,854  75.00%  $6,561  75.00%  $17,415  75.00%
Grand Ridge UMC  $3,627  75.00%  $2,187  75.00%  $5,814  75.00%
Long Point UMC  $2,151  75.00%  $1,305  75.00%  $3,456  75.00%
Herscher UMC  $9,405  75.00%  $5,679  75.00%  $15,084  75.00%
Reddick UMC  $5,175  75.00%  $3,123  75.00%  $8,298  75.00%
South Wilmington UMC  $927  75.00%  $558  75.00%  $1,485  75.00%
Heyworth UMC  $8,256  66.67%  $4,984  66.67%  $13,240  66.67%
Hudson UMC  $5,418  75.00%  $3,276  75.00%  $8,694  75.00%
Kankakee Asbury UMC  $25,069  72.87%  $12,124  58.33%  $37,193  67.39%
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
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Kankakee Trinity UMC  $5,634  75.00%  $3,402  75.00%  $9,036  75.00%
Aroma Park UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bradley Evangelical UMC  $4,440  100.00%  $2,688  100.00%  $7,128  100.00%
LeRoy UMC  $15,633  75.00%  $9,441  75.00%  $25,074  75.00%
Lexington First UMC  $10,664  66.67%  $6,448  66.67%  $17,112  66.67%
Manteno UMC  $11,709  75.00%  $7,074  75.00%  $18,783  75.00%
Mazon UMC  $1,746  75.00%  $1,053  75.00%  $2,799  75.00%
McDowell UMC  $4,788  100.00%  $2,892  100.00%  $7,680  100.00%
Minonk UMC  $1,584  66.67%  $960  66.67%  $2,544  66.67%
Wenona Saint John's UMC  $1,953  75.00%  $1,179  75.00%  $3,132  75.00%
Momence UMC  $6,624  66.67%  $4,000  66.67%  $10,624  66.67%
Grant Park UMC  $2,313  75.00%  $1,404  75.00%  $3,717  75.00%
Hennepin UMC  $4,472  66.67%  $2,704  66.67%  $7,176  66.67%
Magnolia UMC  $1,692  75.00%  $1,026  75.00%  $2,718  75.00%
McNabb UMC  $1,298  43.62%  $900  50.00%  $2,198  46.02%
Normal Calvary UMC  $59,877  75.00%  $36,171  75.00%  $96,048  75.00%
Normal First UMC  $42,741  75.00%  $25,821  75.00%  $68,562  75.00%
Normal Morningstar UMC  $11,664  100.00%  $7,044  100.00%  $18,708  100.00%
Bloomington West Olive Faith UMC  $3,888  100.00%  $2,340  100.00%  $6,228  100.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $3,483  75.00%  $2,106  75.00%  $5,589  75.00%
Pontiac First UMC  $30,177  75.00%  $18,234  75.00%  $48,411  75.00%
Ransom UMC  $3,789  75.00%  $2,286  75.00%  $6,075  75.00%
Ritchey UMC  $816  100.00%  $492  100.00%  $1,308  100.00%
Roanoke UMC  $5,976  75.00%  $3,609  75.00%  $9,585  75.00%
Secor UMC  $2,205  75.00%  $1,332  75.00%  $3,537  75.00%
Saunemin UMC  $5,049  75.00%  $3,051  75.00%  $8,100  75.00%
Streator First UMC  $12,132  75.00%  $7,326  75.00%  $19,458  75.00%
Tonica UMC  $5,688  75.00%  $3,438  75.00%  $9,126  75.00%
Lostant UMC  $2,244  100.00%  $1,356  100.00%  $3,600  100.00%
Richland UMC  $936  75.00%  $567  75.00%  $1,503  75.00%
Cabery UMC  $1,701  75.00%  $1,026  75.00%  $2,727  75.00%
Cullom UMC  $1,827  75.00%  $1,107  75.00%  $2,934  75.00%
Kempton UMC  $1,566  75.00%  $945  75.00%  $2,511  75.00%
Verona UMC  $1,566  75.00%  $945  75.00%  $2,511  75.00%

Vermilion River District Totals  $518,722  70.38%  $310,698  69.78%  $829,420  70.15%
  

Noble UMC (Closed)  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00% - 0.00 
    

IGRC TOTALS  $4,671,918  61.77%  $2,849,664  62.39%  $7,521,582  62.01%
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Answering the question, ‘what good news of the gospel is available 
to students who live with their backs against the wall?’
BY PAUL BLACK

URBANA, Ill. – In the midst of celebrating 100 years of campus 
ministry at the Wesley Foundation on the campus of the University 
of Illinois, Illinois Area Bishop Jonathan Keaton challenged campus 
ministry everywhere, asking, “What good news of the gospel is avail-
able to students who live with their backs against the wall?”

Keaton was the preacher for the 100th anniversary celebration 
held Oct. 13 – exactly 100 years after members of Trinity Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Urbana initiated an intentional effort to care for 
the religious life of a secular university.  The first Wesley Foundation’s 
ministry model has inspired campus ministry efforts ever since – 
both in the United States and around the world.

“One hundred years ago, we learned afresh that the church ought 
to be anywhere the people of God gather,” Keaton said. “And so it 
happened. A new path over ‘the wall of separation between church 
and state’ emerged. As a result, the church sought to give Caesar what 
belonged to Caesar, and to God what belonged to God.”

Utilizing the scripture text of 2 Timothy 2, Keaton said the narra-
tive, like all New Testaments books, was rooted in a dream. 

The late Bishop James Chamberlain Baker identified the dreamer 
of the Wesley Foundation at Rev. Willard Nathan Tobie, who was pas-
tor of Trinity M.E. Church in his book, The First Wesley Foundation, 
a history, published in 1960. “His compelling dream in the building 
of Trinity Church was that it might serve the students and faculty of 
the University,” Baker wrote. “I pay my wholehearted tribute to him 
because of his prophetic vision and undefeatable purpose.” 

Doing your best for God
Quoting the late theologian Howard Thurman, in his book, Jesus 

and the Disinherited, Keaton said one of the major insights was that 
the church must answer the question, “What does the gospel have to 
say to the man or woman who lives with his back against the wall?” 

“A question like that has challenged the very heart of campus 
ministry decade after decade,” Keaton said. “Given the freedom 
students feel entering college and the opportunities to make a gaggle 
of choices, they soon learn that expectations from home, the school 
and the University plus the expectations they have of themselves have 
them against the wall. If they need help and the Wesley Foundation 
sees itself as one resource for students, are you really prepared to 
help?”

Keaton asked whether the ministries are shaped to reach the 
Nones, those that pray but do not believe in God; and the millennials, 
who are looking for a safe place to explore faith issues, noting that 
many millennials say, “we’re leaving the church because we don’t find 
Jesus there.”

Keaton said students are wrestling with personal problems not 
denominational problems. “For instance, what does the gospel have 
to say to these laments:

•	 I am struggling with my identity.
•	 No one really understands my faith crisis. I feel lost in a 

strange land. I’m from Korea.
•	 I’m down to my last $20.
•	 My parents got divorced; then my mother died.
•	 No one wants to date me.
•	 I lost my boyfriend.
•	 Please keep this a secret. I am with child. My parents don’t 

know.
•	 Competing academically with so many smart people is 

difficult.
•	 Flunking out of school is a real possibility. How can I ex-

plain this failure and money wasted to friends and family?
•	 Can you keep a secret? I am in love with my Poli Sci pro-

fessor. What should I do with these feelings?

“Give of the best of your service. Love them as God’s children,” 
Keaton said. “Offer and find them food, drink, clothes, medicine, 
friendship or visits if necessary. Be genuinely concerned about their 
welfare. Pray that when you do all you can, wherever you can, and as 
long as you can and it’s not enough, you’ll give it to God. For you will 
have done your best for God.”

U of I student Hannah Rickey says the importance of a home 
away from home is huge. “It’s a wonderful community and a place to 
call home.”

U of I student Reshmina Williams agrees and said the emphasis 
on social justice was a draw to her. “I really love the social justice 
ministry (such as the food ministry),” she said. “And there are so 
many awesome role models here.”

Feeding the community
The U of I Wesley Foundation is unique in that a local congrega-

tion, Urbana Wesley United Methodist Church shares the foundation 
facility.  One of the major ministries of the church and foundation is 
its food pantry, which serves more than 1,200 persons monthly.

More than 600 volunteers – many of them with no other connec-
tion to the foundation and church – work in this ministry, which has 
continued to experience exponential growth over the past five years.

A 2010 article in the local newspaper (http://www.news-gazette.
com/news/local/2010-05-02/pantry-volunteers-take-time-learn-
spanish-while-helping-those-need.html), noting a growth in out-
reach to an ever enlarging Hispanic population, told the story of how 
two dozen volunteers took Spanish classes in order to communicate 
with clients rather than expecting the clients to speak English.

The monthly food distribution has become a one-stop shop of 
social services in which various agencies staff tables to assist clients 
while they wait their turn to receive food. 

Leadership development
Keaton noted the contributions of Baker, who served 21 years 

at the Wesley Foundation followed by Dr. Paul Burt, who served 
31 years.  Reflecting on the itinerary, Keaton said, “On leadership, 
especially gifted leadership, the present and future of numerous hu-
man enterprises hang in the balance. Said differently, every Bishop 
and Cabinet knows that appointing the right pastor to a church 
significantly increases the chances that ministry at a given church will 
flourish and grow like seed in fertile soil.”

Looking to John Wesley, Keaton noted, “Top down or bottom 
up, campus ministry can be successfully established. It may be said 
that Oxford University was the first site of a primitive version of the 
Wesley Foundation. It had no denominational impetus, funding or 
facility. It was created ‘of, by and for students’ as a way to care for 
their religious life.”

Keaton noted that the Holy Club met for prayer and Bible Study, 
Holy Communion and fasting. Beyond the campus, they visited 
prisoners in jail; poor families received food baskets and their 
children personal tutors. “If the Holy Club is not a spitting image of 
one aspect of the work of the Wesley Foundation movement, I don’t 
know	what	is.”	•

Conference NEWS

United Methodist Children's Home celebrates 100 years of ministry
BY BECKY       
MALKOVICH
The Southern

MOUNT 
VERNON — The 
bruises, scars and 
bloodied marks 
under Harriet Lind-
sey Hull’s clothing 
were supposed to 
be kept a secret.

But a routine 
medical check 
by the school 
nurse revealed 
the Murphysboro 
second-grader’s 
hidden trauma.

“I was badly abused and starved,” Hull of Granite City 
said. “My foster mom said never to take my dress off but I 
had to that day. When the nurse saw the blood and bruis-
es, the school reported it to the state and we (Hull and her 
sisters) were taken out of the home. I didn’t know where 

we were going but I figured it couldn’t be any worse.”
Hull and her siblings were taken to the United Meth-

odist Children’s Home in Mount Vernon.
“That was such a blessing. Living here gave me peace 

of mind, stability and comfort,” she said. “It was like having 
a normal life, just with a huge family. It was wonderful.”

Hull, who lived in the home until she started her junior 
year in high school in 1968, was one of several former 
residents to return to the Mount Vernon campus Saturday 
for the Friends and Family Centennial Celebration of the 
home’s 100th anniversary.

Founded in 1913, the home moved to Mount Vernon 
after fire destroyed its original building in Creal Springs. 
From its original mission as an orphanage grew an orga-
nization that not only provides residential and transitional 
living for the young but also a variety of social services in 
the community, UMCH vice president of operations Kay 
Zibby said.

“Today is about celebrating,” she said of the day of 
activities and campus tours. “This ministry started as an 
orphanage to care for children and is now a multi-faceted 
social services agency that provides an array of services to 
meet the needs of the children entrusted in our care and 
the community.”

The day began with an alumni reception and was fol-
lowed by music, hayrides, games and other activities.

“I had the opportunity to go to the alumni luncheon. 
I just appreciated hearing their stories, the people who 
lived here 50, 60, 70 years ago,” she said. “I’m proud to 
be a part of this organization. It’s nice to be a part of this 
significant milestone and hear how through the years this 
organization has helped change lives.”

The home is funded through a number of sources in-
cluding state and federal grants and contracts, service fees 
as well as the Methodist organization, UMCH president/
CEO Gary Lemmon said.

Other local churches also provide financial and other 
support, he said.

The home serves an average of 1,220 children, families 
and clients on its campus and in the community each year, 
he said.

Zibby said she hopes the home gives its residents and 
clients a sense of stability and security.

“It sounds simple but we want to give them the skills 
they need to be successful. We want them to learn a sense 
of value, to know that they are valued and loved,” she said.

(Reprinted with permission from the Sept. 29 issue of The 
Southern Illinoisan, www.thesouthern.com.)

Photo by Becky Malkovich, The Southern

Harriet Lindsey Hull was removed from an abusive foster home and 
placed in the United Methodist Children's Home when she was in second 
grade. The move was a blessing, she said during a return visit to the 
home Sept. 28. 

Photos by Kaitlyn Conrad




