
Legislative Item: 101: Amendment to the IGRC Corporate By-Laws to Clarify 

Rules of Order for Online Annual Conference Sessions 

Subject:  Clarifications for Voting in an On-Line Annual Conference Session  

Submitted by:  The Standing Rules Committee and the Annual Conference 

Secretary 

 

WHEREAS, the ongoing projections of the Center of Disease Control regarding the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the guidelines of the Illinois Department of Health indicate 

it is unlikely to be safe to gather in-person the members of the Illinois Great Rivers 

Annual Conference on Friday and Saturday, August 14-15, 2020; and  

 

WHEREAS, the 2016 Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, ¶603.3, 

provides: 

“The annual conference or a committee thereof shall select the place for holding the 

conference, but should it become necessary for any reason to change the place of 

meeting, a majority of the district superintendents, with the consent of the bishop in 

charge, may change the place;” and 

 

WHEREAS, the Sessions Committee has recommended and the District 

Superintendents and Bishop Frank Beard have approved that the 2020 Illinois Great 

Rivers Annual Conference be held on-line; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Standing Rules Committee has determined that The By-Laws of the 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The United Methodist Church (as a not-for-profit 

corporation in the State of Illinois) require amendment to facilitate the meeting of an 

annual conference session held via streaming broadcast or video conferencing during 

which online voting will occur. 

 

THEREFORE, be it resolved, that the By-Laws be amended in Article III, Section 

2, to clarify who is eligible to vote by the following revisions:  

 

Article III - Members 

 

Section 2.  Voting Rights:  Each member shall be entitled to one vote 

on each matter submitted to a vote of the membership at a membership 

session; provided, however, only members designated as “clergy 

members” by the Constitution and The Book of Discipline may vote on 

measures concerning the granting or validation of local pastors’ licenses, 

ordination, reception into full conference clergy membership or any 

question concerning the character and official conduct of ordained 

clergy; and, provided further, that clergy members and members 

designated as “lay members” by the Constitution, The Book of 

Discipline, and/or the Standing Rules shall vote separately in elections 



of delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences and in other 

matters, if so provided by The Book of Discipline.  Only members who 

have registered to participate in the membership session may vote.  

Voting by proxy shall not be allowed. 

 

 
 


