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Deaths
The Rev. Raymond (Ray) 
Roberts, 78, a  retired pastor, died 
Oct 18 in Paris IL. 

He served Otterbein United 
Methodist Church in Paris for 19 
years along with many others over 

the years.

Ray’s wife Martha survives. Condolences can be sent 
to her at  5210 N 650th St, Paris 61944-7715

A full obituary may be found at: http://www.
stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com/fh/obituaries/
obituary.cfm?o_id=4416207&fh_id=12216 

The Rev. Hubert P. Lytle, 97, died 
Oct. 15 in Watseka.

He served local churches in the 
former Central Illinois Conference, 
retiring from Watseka in 1985.

Hubert's wife, Lois Lytle, survives 
and condolences may be sent to her at: 819 W 
Lafayette St Apt 155, Watseka, IL 60970-2106

Rebecca "Claire" Winn, 97, the 
widow of Rev. Maurice Winn, died 
Oct. 12 in Mt. Vernon.

Claire and Maurice served local 
churches in the former Southern 
Illinois Conference. Rev. Winn died 

in active service in 1977 while under appointment to 
the General Board of Global Ministries.

A full obituary can be found by visiting: http://www.
newellfuneralhome.com/notices/Rebecca-Winn/
guest-book where condolences can be posted to the 
family.

D. Geraldine "Gerie" Gustin, 
widow of Rev. Wilfred L. “Bill” 
Gustin, died Oct. 12 in Naperville.

Rev. Gustin was a clergy member 
of the Northern Illinois Conference 

but served several churches in within the predecessor 
conferences of the IGRC at Seymour, Fithian, Onarga, 
Morton and Belleville. He died Feb. 2, 1996.

A full obituary may be found by visiting: http://
www.friedrichjones.com/obits/obituaries.php/
obitID/845847/D-Geraldine-Gerie-Gustin

Rev. Robert Scott White, 88, a 
retired pastor, died Oct. 9 in Olathe, 
Kan.

He served local churches in the 
former Central Illinois Conference, 
retiring from Pekin Grace in 1991.

His wife, Bert White, passed away in 2006.

Condolences may be sent to a daughter, Katherine 
Musgrave, 8546 Westgate St., Lenexa, KS  66215.

A full obituary may be found at the following website 
and messages for the family may be posted there:  
https://www.porterfuneralhome.com/obituary-
detail.php?obituary_id=58646 

Joanne C. Michaels, 68, wife of 
IGRC pastor Keith Michaels (East 
Alton First UMC), died Oct. 8. 

Condolences may be sent to the 
Rev. Keith Michaels, 800 Vernon 
Street, East Alton, IL  62024.

Dennis Gambill, 61, a Certified 
Lay Minister serving the Richview 
UMC, died Oct. 7 in Richview. 

He has served the Richview UMC 
for 10 years and formerly served at 
Ashley.

His wife, Donna Gambill, survives. Condolences may 
be sent to her at 289 S Shannon Ave, Richview, IL 
62877-1979.

Ruth Elizabeth Junk, 101, widow of Rev. Charles 
Huff Junk, died Oct. 8 in Bloomington.

She and her husband served churches in the former 
Illinois Conference of the Methodist Church, a 

predecessor to the Central Illinois 
Conference, serving at St. Joseph 
at the time of his death Nov. 
1, 1949. After her husband's 
accidental death she supported 
herself and four children working 
as a musician, church worker and 

certified professional secretary, retiring from the 
Illinois Agricultural Association in 1981.

A full obituary may be found at the following website 
and messages for the family may be posted there: 
http://www.maczfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/
obituary.asp?171007gambde551014 

Frances M. Cramer, 96, former lay 
member to annual conference from 
Rantoul UMC, died Sept. 24.  In 
addition to serving as lay member 
to annual conference, she served 
on various conference and district 

boards and committees.

Her daughter and son-in-law, Revs. Jean and Jack 
Cramer-Heuerman, were clergy members of IGRC, and 
preceded her in death. 

Messages of condolence can be sent to Fran's 
daughter, Mary Jo Brockway, 2593 Hawthorne Rd, 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221

Her complete obituary can be viewed here: http://
www.news-gazette.com/obituaries/2017-09-27/
frances-cramer.html 

Nefra A. Munoz, 82, widow of 
the Rev.Manuel Jesus Munoz, died 
Sept. 15 in Moline. 

They served the Hispanic Ministry 
in Moline for over 11 years, officially 
retiring in 1999. He died in 2012.

A full obituary may be found by visiting:  http://
www.esterdahl.com/notices/Nefra-Muoz where 
online condolences may be posted.

“Can’t We All Just Get Along?”

Bishop Frank Beard

Appointments
In consultation with the Cabinet of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, Bishop Frank J. Beard 
appoints the following:

David Wence, retired elder to pastoral 
counselor, Decatur Pscyhological Associates, 
effective July 1.

John Read to hospice and pallative care 
counselor, Brooke Army Medical Center, 
effective Aug. 17. 

Change of status

Rick A. McDaniel, discontinuation of 
appointment as a full-time local pastor, Spoon 
River District, effective Oct. 15.

Ron Johnson, discontinuation of appointment 
as a retired local pastor, Cache River District, 
effective Oct. 2.

Praying for the victims 
and families in Las Vegas
Our nation has once again been 
interrupted by tragedy. As people that are 
intertwined and have multiple connections 
we are all affected. We are all concerned 
for the many that have been affected by 
this recent act of violence. As the details 
continue to unfold regarding this shooting 
at a peaceful Las Vegas festival, we are 
stunned and shocked.
Our hearts go out to the victims, their 
loved ones and to the people, both local 
and global, that are a part of the Las Vegas 
community.
We are reminded that in this and every 
situation the church of Jesus Christ has 
been called to be a beacon of hope and 
light. My prayer is that as we respond to 
this recent tragedy and others that may 
occur around us that we will be conduits 
of God's love and grace to all. 
This tragic event reminds us that we live 
in a world that is broken and in disrepair. 
We need the presence of believers 
everywhere to demonstrate the love that 
is the trademark of our faith community. 
Now, more than ever, we need the 
ongoing ministry of the church as we 
grieve with and mourn with others.
Please join me in praying for all those that 
are hurting.
"Lord, in your mercy hear our prayers!" 
God Bless,
Bishop Beard

Rodney King’s question still 
haunts us. 

We want the answer to be “yes”, 
but the reality is that we are facing 
old and new emerging challenges 
that threaten to widen and deepen 
the divide. “No Rodney, I am sad to 
say that, for the moment, we cannot 
and will not get along with one 
another until we share a common 
denominator.”

The horrific events of 2017 
provide a template for us to use as a 
guide for creating unity and together-
ness. It has been said that tough times 
bring out the best in people. 

We have witnessed a global 
outpouring of sympathy, support, and 
concern for people that have suffered 
loss and devastating destruction. I 
have no doubt that we will continue 
to respond. The response to this wide 
variety of catastrophic events is en-
couraging. We have witnessed people 
moving beyond the concerns of eth-
nicity, gender, social status, economic 
standing, religion and race in order 
that ruined lives might be restored. 

I have been blown away by the 
genuine care and concern expressed 
and exhibited in response to the crisis 
we have faced in 2017. Imagine the 

progress we could make if we would 
choose to practice this sort of selfless 
kindness on a regular basis. Imagine 
what could happen if we treated every 
day as an opportunity to assist others 
in their moments of pain, suffering, 
and loss. 

Rodney’s question can be 
answered in the affirmative. We 
can get along! The key is to take the 
focus away from our own navels long 
enough to see others that are hurting 
and are dealing with the effects of 
devastation and loss. When we focus 
on restoring others, instead of on our 
own self-preservation, unity becomes 
possible. The challenges we face are 
not insurmountable. The problems 
that hinder unity and foster a sense of 
togetherness can be overcome.   

This type of selflessness is at the 
heart of the Gospel. Jesus emptied 
himself in order that he might serve. 
His example of servant-leadership is 
what the Church is called to emulate. 
Jesus used the metaphors of “salt” and 
“light” to describe how we should 
engage our world for maximum 
effectiveness. We are to become pen-
etrators that transform and change 
our communities as we engage them 
through mission and ministry. As 

we engage our modern culture we 
must be sure to “keep the light on the 
lampstand” for maximum effective-
ness and to make sure that the salt 
does not “lose its saltiness” by be-
coming bland in an attempt to blend.

Rodney, the good news is that 
one day we will all get along. One 
day the Kingdom of God will come 
in its fullness and Christ will reign 
supreme. One day we will sit down at 
the same table as sisters and brothers 
united in Christ Jesus. 

Until that day comes let us work 
together after the example of Christ. 
Let us promote healing, peace, recon-
ciliation, justice, faith, hope and love. 
Let us focus on making sure that no 
child goes to bed hungry, no elderly 
person faces another day of loneli-
ness, no homeless person needs to 
go without shelter, no prisoner is so 
punished that they are denied dignity, 
love and compassion, and that no 
one is left to face life without hope 
and help. As we minister let us not 
neglect to share the message of God’s 
redeeming love and grace offered 
freely to a needy world.

God Bless,
Bishop Beard
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Covenant Keepers 2018 
registration opens Nov. 1
O’FALLON – Registration for Covenant 
Keepers 2018 will open Nov. 1.
The 2018 event will be Jan. 28-29 at the Re-
gency Conference Center in O’Fallon.
The theme for the event is Fanning the Flame 
and will feature Pastors Rudy and Juanita 
Rasmus of St. John’s Church in downtown 
Houston, Texas, as the event’s speakers.
Online registration will be at www.igrc.org/
ck2018.

Children's Ministry Leader's 
Retreat Jan. 19-20
HUDSON – Are you engaged in ministry 
with children? Are you looking for time away, 
new ideas, and fellowship with other children's 
ministry leaders?  
The next 24-hour Children's Ministry Leaders' 
Retreat will be Jan. 19-20, 2018, at East Bay 
Camp.
Workshop leaders include Rev. Kim Stuby, 
Minister of Mission Expansion at East Bay; 
Rev. Jennie Edwards Bertrand, pastor of Hope 
Church in Bloomington and Director of the 
Wesley Foundation at ISU; and Rev. Beth 
Fender, IGRC Coordinator of Discipleship and 
New Streams.  
Read more for a schedule and registration link 
by visiting: www.igrc.org/cef_children (there is 
an underscore between cef and children)

United Methodist Student Day 
Nov. 26
Think about the young people in your 
congregation as you prepare to celebrate 
United Methodist Student Day on Nov. 26. 
By celebrating and promoting generosity on 
this Special Sunday of The United Methodist 
Church, you are wrapping your arms around 
tomorrow's Christian leaders.
Now is the time to share this message with 
your congregation and church leaders so that 
they, too, have the opportunity to ensure a 
brighter future for United Methodist students.
Download the United Methodist Student 
Day pastor's kit at: http://e.umc.org/
gJ0J4sr0X00fXQ0kJ000KCH for all the tools 
you need to celebrate on Nov. 26. You'll find 

sermon starters, social media images, e-books, 
videos and so much more to get your church 
excited about this special day.
To enhance your celebration, order leaflet 
offering envelopes and posters at www.
umcgiving.org/ss or call 888-346-3862.   

Vermilion River District to host 
evangelism workshop

PONTIAC – The Vermilion 
River District is sponsor-
ing a one-day, interactive 
workshop on evangelism, 
Evangelism for Non-Evan-
gelists, which will be taught 
be Dr. Mark Teasdale on           
Nov. 1 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

at Pontiac First UMC.
All clergy and laity are invited to attend and 
lunch will be provided. Registration is $25 per 
person and limited to the first 150 persons.
The presentation is based upon Dr. Teasdale's 
new book, Evangelism for Non-Evangelists.
Register online by visiting: https://igrc-reg.
brtapp.com/EvangelismforNon-Evangelist-
sWorkshop 

Retirement celebration for 
MMDC's Pat Wright
CHATHAM – The Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center Board of Directors and 
staff invite you to join them in celebrating the 
retirement of Executive Director Pat Wright on 
Saturday, Nov. 4, from noon to 4 p.m. at Sugar 
Creek UMC in Chatham.
RSVP by Nov. 2 to cchase1253@gmail.com. 
Persons unable to attend may send cards 
to MMDC. Indicate on the envelope "Pat's 
Retirement" and they will be given to her at the 
celebration.
Mailing address is: Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center, P. O. Box 56, Chatham, IL  62629.

ReVision Conference at 
Springfield First UMC
SPRINGFIELD – Springfield First UMC's 
ReVision Conference is slated for Nov. 9 from 
5:45 to 8 p.m. and Nov. 10 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.
 Register online by visiting: http://springfield-
first.org/connect/revision-conference.  Cost 
is $50.   

 Haydn Shaw, expert on 
multiple generations, author 
of Generational IQ and 
Sticking Points, will be the 
keynote speaker both days. 
Haydn will share practical 
approaches to creating a 
culture where all the genera-

tions can find ways to work together.
Break-out sessions for church leaders will 
focus on the following areas: youth ministry, 
children's ministry, worship arts, technical arts, 
facilities management, connectional ministry, 
group life, hospitality and missions.
Looking for Continuing Education Credit? If 
you come Thursday and Friday, there will be 8 
hours of lecture time. Attend just Friday and 
receive 5.5 Hours of lecture time. 10 hours of 
lecture equals 1 CEU for IGRC. A certificate 
will be available for pickup after the closing 
session.

Reaching New People Workshop
OQUAWKA – The Office of Congregational 
Development has scheduled a Reaching New 
People workshop on Saturday, Nov. 11, 9 am 
to 3 pm, at Oquawka UMC. 
This workshop is designed for the pastor and 
team of 3 or more people attend (bring as 
many as you can). The only cost is for lunch 
and snacks ($10 per person).

Register your church team by visiting:  https://
igrc-reg.brtapp.com/ReachingNewPeople-
Nov1117 

A registration limit of 50 people has been set 
for this workshop.

Disaster Response training
FAIRBURY – Fairbury UMC will host a re-
certification of early response team members 
whose certification has expired or is close to 
expiring on Nov. 10. Register online by Nov. 3
Fairbury UMC will host an early response 
training Nov. 11. Register online by Nov. 3.
Links to both events can be found on the 
IGRC Disaster Response page at: www.igrc.
org/disasterresponse 

The mission of an early response team is to 
provide a caring Christian presence in the 
aftermath of disaster. It is a cooperative effort 
between the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR) and the United Method-
ist Volunteers in Mission. The team is neither 
a first response group of emergency workers 
nor a recovery, rebuild or repair team. Rather, 
it fills a specific need in the early days after 
a disaster to establish the presence of the 
church.

Renovate in two locales – 
Arenzville and East Moline
TROY – Renovate Conference, a two-day 
discipleship event for students in sixth through 
12th grades, will be held in two locations 
during the 2017-18 school year.
On Nov. 10-11, Renovate will be held in the 
Jacksonville area at Arenzville UMC. Another 
identical version of the conference will be 
held at East Moline Christ UMC Feb. 9-10, 
2018. 
The theme for this year's Renovate 
Conference is DO SOMETHING.  Harvest 
will be leading the music and sessions will be 
geared around calling to say yes to God's call 
on their lives, to follow Christ more deeply, 
and to put action to their faith! 
For more information, contact Tim Price 
at 618-667-6241 or visit the Renovate 
Conference webpage at: http://www.
harvestconferences.org/renovate 

Announcements & Events

Registration open for Bishop’s Wesleyan Heritage trip  
SPRINGFIELD – Join Bishop Frank Beard and the 2017 
and 2018 Ordination classes from the IGRC for a trip to 
the birthplace of Methodism. You don't want to miss this 
golden opportunity to experience and enjoy England.
Get a chance to learn and laugh with the Bishop as we 
explore our historical roots and retrace the life and legacy 
of the Wesley family and other significant contributors to 
the development of the Methodist movement. Travel to 
Epworth, Oxford, Bristol, London and several charming 
England villages as we explore our Wesleyan heritage.

This all-inclusive trip from Oct. 23-31, 2018, begins 
in either St. Louis, Indianapolis, or Chicago. The tour 
includes roundtrip international airfare, first class hotel 
accommodations, daily breakfast buffet, dinner, deluxe 
motor-coach transportation, guided tours and sightseeing.
Travel with members from your church, small group, clergy 
covenant group, or come on your own. You will not regret 
this experience. The basic tour cost is $3,598.
Churches may want to consider blessing their pastor with 

this special opportunity to walk where Wesley walked. 
Participants are sure to be inspired and blessed.
Early registration has started and discounts are now 
available. Post-Tour extensions are available in London or 
in Ireland. Start with a strong sentence that engages your 
readers and introduces them to the focus of your email. 
Keep it short and let the rest of the email cover the details.
Contact Educational Opportunities by email or call 1-800-
247-0017. Mention Tour HE18 for Bishop Beard's tour.

TEASDALE

SHAW

Plans underway for 2018 
Clergy Self-Care Retreat

GRAFTON – Pastoral Care and Counseling's Second Annual 
Self-Care Retreat is in the works!  
This opportunity to replenish after the Lenten season will begin 
Wednesday, April 25 and conclude with lunch Friday, April 27, at 
the Pere Marquette State Park Lodge near Grafton.  
The retreat has been extended an extra day and will include 
more free time in response to feedback from 2017.

Save the Date: 
Sexual ethics training

SPRINGFIELD – Bishop Frank J. Beard and the Cabinet of 
the Illinois Great Rivers Conference have announced that the 
Quadrennial Training on Sexual Ethics will be held the week of 
Feb. 5-9, 2018, in locations throughout the Conference.
Locations have not been confirmed but will be shared shortly. 
However, the dates have been confirmed with Rev. Becky Posey 
Williams, who will facilitate the training.
More information will be coming shortly.
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Local Church News

BY PAUL BLACK 

SPRINGFIELD – Call it a metaphor, a resurrection 
moment or just pure coincidence. But for three days, a 
Springfield area congregation did not have its historic bell.
Members of the Bissell UMC celebrated 100 years of 
ministry Oct. 8, but when they arrived, they discovered 
that the bell, which had been saved from the 1917 church 
building, was missing from the concrete and brick pedestal 
where it has been displayed since the church was de-
stroyed by arson in 1994. The present church was built in 
1995.
Pastor Don Goodenow said many people were upset be-
cause the bell was the last remnant of the 1917 church. “I 
told the folk that maybe God was trying to get us to look 
to the future instead of to the past,” Goodenow said.
On Oct. 10, Goodenow received a phone call from a 
Springfield antiques dealer that said, “I think I have your 
bell.” He had purchased the bell not knowing it was stolen 
property, but his wife, who had seen the story in the local 
newspaper “connected the dots” Goodenow said.

The bell was returned to its pedestal Oct. 11.
Goodenow was philosophical about it. The incident drew 
local media interest and was picked up nationally.
“For years, we have bemoaned that people don’t know 
about us because of location, but in the last few days, I 
have had many who have come up to me and said, ‘Have 
you found your bell yet? Who would take a church bell?’” 
he said. “I just hope we are able to move forward in a way 
that benefits and honors God.”
Police are still investigating the theft and pursuing leads as 
to who took the bell.

History of Bissell UMC
While the church was celebrating 100 years of ministry, 
historical records show that the church traces its begin-
nings back to 1839.
In the early 1800’s, Bissell was known as German Prairie. 
As more people settled in the region, the community felt 
a need for a school and a church. George Churchill, one of 
the landowners, and his family gave an acre of ground for 
a school and church just south of the present-day church. 

An additional half acre was purchased in 1890 east of the 
original school/church property from Amanda (Churchill) 
Foraker.
By 1916, some in the community believed that there 
needed to be separate church and school buildings. 
Another half-acre was purchased from Foraker north of 
the original ground and the site of the current church.
Men of the community erected the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ of Bissell and worship began in 1917.
In 1994, an arsonist burned the church with the furnishings 
completely destroyed. Rev. Jeff Bealmear was pastor at the 
time. Borrowing a tent, chairs and hymnals, church services 
continued uninterrupted. Residents of the community 
came together and loaned the church a building and later 
the brothers of Brother James Court invited the church 
to use its chapel where the church held services for more 
than a year.
In 1996, the church was finished, situated on the same land 
as the former church. And maybe it took an old bell to 
remind folks that God’s movement is always toward new 
frontiers even as we admire the vistas of the past.

BY TONY REID
Decatur Herald & Review

DECATUR – More than 70 of the faithful gathered 
in Decatur the afternoon of Oct. 8 to seek solace in 
prayer amid a recent tragic litany of both man-made 
death and natural destruction.

The “Pray Together” vigil was hosted on the lawn in 
front of the Civic Center, offering prayers encompassing 
everything from the Las Vegas mass shooting to the 
recent hurricanes that all but destroyed Puerto Rico.

“My heart just aches for all those people, those 
who died in Las Vegas and Puerto Rico, just so much 
suffering,” said Gayle Dees. Her husband, the Rev. Ken 
Dees, is pastor of Decatur Central UMC and has been 
fielding tough questions from his congregation.

“'Where was God in all of this? What is the meaning 
of this?'” recalled Ken Dees. He said the answers are as 
hard as the questions, but faith is not easy.

“We have to live through it together and that starts 
here, inside the family of God,” he said. “We lift each 
other up.”

IGRC retired pastor, the Rev. Miley Palmer, said 
man-made tragedies reflect the dark side of the free will 
God gave to mankind.

“God wanted us to be his children, not puppets,” 
Palmer said. “And it's because of that free will that we 
sometimes make very bad decisions.”

For those who might be tempted to think that's easy 
for a pastor to say on a beautiful fall afternoon in quiet 
Central Illinois, Palmer's words are undergirded by the 
iron faith that helped him survive terrible personal loss.

On the afternoon of Feb. 14, 2008, his 
granddaughter, Ryanne Mace, was one of the five 
students murdered in a mass shooting on the campus of 
Northern Illinois University. The 19-year-old sophomore 
was studying counseling because, her grandfather said, 
she wanted to help others.

“That tragedy didn't test the faith of my wife and 
myself; if anything it strengthened our faith because we 
had God to trust in, to look to for help,” said the pastor.

Palmer helped lead Sunday's vigil in prayer and 
song, but also cited grim statistics describing the violence 
disfiguring the face of the nation: There are about 30,000 
firearm-related deaths in America every year, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

The Land of the Free's civilian body count also 
exceeds its military losses in battle, Palmer said: Since 
the 1960s, more Americans have been shot dead on 
their own streets then have died in all the wars the 
country has fought since 1776. The CDC reports some 
1.5 million gun-related deaths since 1968, while fewer 
than 1.4 million have died in wars and military conflicts, 
according to the Congressional Research Service and 
icasualties.org, which tracks casualties from the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

And yet, amid all this horror, Palmer said Christians 
must find it in their hearts to forgive those who commit 
murder. “If you don't forgive, your anger and your 
bitterness and your grief becomes a kind of cancer that 
will eat you away,” he warned.

(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 9 issue of the 
Decatur Herald & Review, www.herald-review.com) 

Decatur vigil holds on to faith amid a surging tide of tragedyYOUTH WORKER COLLECTIVE
Youth ministry is not a solo sport, but far too often youth 

workers feel like they have to do it alone. We are here to help 
with that.  Every week some of the top United Methodist youth 
workers offer free resources from their real-world ministries.  
You’ll find everything from games to downloadable lessons to 
coaching on how to put together a budget.

We hope that when you get online to work, you don’t feel 
like you have to do it all yourself.  We want to be the first place 
you turn for games, lessons, ideas, coaching, and personal de-
votions. You too can be a part of this collective!  Visit https://
youthworkercollective.com to learn and contribute.

Bishop Beard’s Preaching Schedule
NOVEMBER 2017 

Nov. 12  – Carrier Mills UMC, Cache River District, Worship Service, 9:30 a.m.

Nov. 19 – Arthur UMC, Iroquois River District, 8 and 10 a.m. worship

DECEMBER 2017 

Dec. 17  – Fairview Heights Christ UMC, Mississippi River District, 9 and 11 
a.m., 6 p.m. worship

Jan. 6 – Springfield First UMC, Sangamon River District, 5:30 p.m. worship

Jan. 7 – Springfield First UMC, Sangamon River District, 9 and 10:30 a.m. 
worship

Jan. 12 – Fairview Heights Christ, Mississippi River District, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Service, 7 p.m.

Jan. 21  – Hudson UMC, Vermilion River District, 9 a.m. worship

Feb. 4 – Forsyth UMC, Sangamon River District, 9:30 a.m. worship

Feb. 11  – Havana First UMC, LaMoine River District, 10:30 a.m. worship

Feb. 25  – Maroa UMC, Sangamon River District, 10:10 a.m. worship

Missing bell returned to 
Bissell UMC after celebration
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Local Church News

BY JULIE EVELSIZER
Bloomington Pantagraph

BLOOMINGTON – A group of women with 
Wesley United Methodist Church showcased their 
talents Saturday to raise money for local nonprofit 
organizations.

The biannual craft fair, hosted by United 
Methodist Women (UMW), featured tables of 
holiday crafts and decorations, a bake sale and lunch.

“UMW focuses on empowering families, 
especially children and women,” said Cindy Lorimor, 
church communication coordinator. “The craft fair 
has also brought wonderful fellowship for the women 
of the church. They’re able to pay it forward and 
enrich the lives of others.”

Proceeds are distributed to groups like The Baby 
Fold in Normal, Cunningham Children’s Home in 
Urbana and Leslie Bates Davis House in St. Louis.

In 2015, the event raised $7,000 and organizers 
expected to raise even more this year.

“We make slight adjustments on who we donate 
to based on their needs each year,” said Karen 
Fleming, UMW president. “I know the people of 
Bloomington-Normal want to help with disasters and 
local people in need, but sometimes they don’t know 
how. This is a great way to give support.”

Crafts included wool mittens, aprons, yard 
ornaments and indoor decorations for Halloween, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. UMW leaders said 
women work for two years on their creations to 
prepare for the fair.

Church member Tricia DePew of Normal is one 
of several women who transform wool sweaters into 
mittens to sell at the event.

“We donate every penny to the UMW missions. 
These places need more resources and we’re able to 
give it to them,” said DePew. "I was fortunate to not 
need that assistance, but that’s not always the case 
and it’s great that we have these resources in the 
community for families who need it."

Sisters Diana Evans of LeRoy and Dorothy 
Lilienthal of rural Bloomington eyed some rustic 
Christmas tree ornaments at the sale.

“I like the homemade stuff and anything that 
catches my eye. It’s nice that the church donates the 
proceeds to help others. That’s what it should always 
be about,” said Evans.

Lilienthal said she appreciates the imagination 
that goes into many of the crafts.

“People used to burn those wooden pallets and 
now look at how they’re being transformed into art,” 
she said.

Elaine Stokes, co-chair of the event, said UMW 
raises $25,000 each year through various fundraisers 
for organizations in need.

“Many of these organizations are down on state 
money, so our contribution helps them meet their 
needs and we’re happy to do it,” said Stokes.

(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 15 issue of 
the Bloomington Pantagraph, www.pantagraph.com)

On a mission: church craft fair raises fund for non-profit groups

PAWNEE CELEBRATES 165 YEARS
BY TAMARA BROWNING
Springfield State Journal-Register

PAWNEE – Carol Little is a relatively new 
member of Pawnee United Methodist Church 
who joined the decades-old congregation in 
2010 because of the connectedness she feels 
with it.
Little and her late husband, Stephen “Steve” Little, 
called the church “home.”
“This is home. I’m very grateful to be here 
because you go to so many different churches, 
and then we just walked in one day ... and I just 
looked at Steve, and I said, ‘Oh, my gosh. We’re 
home,’” said Little, who grew up in Downers 
Grove and now lives in Auburn. “Here, I 
connected with the church family.”
One way Pawnee United Methodist connects 
with everyone is through its Prayer Blanket 
Ministry, in which blankets are given to people for 
whom members have prayed. The fleece blankets 
hang over altar rails in the church’s sanctuary and 
receive knots in the fringe edgings to denote the 
number of people who had been praying for a 
particular person.
Steve Little received a prayer blanket.
“Steve said when he first came home from the 
hospital, ‘I want to be buried with that,’ ” Little 
said. It was in his casket.
Heartfelt fellowship in the congregation of about 
100 members is among things helping it survive 
165 years despite struggles common to small-
town churches, such as dwindling membership, 
said Pastor Chuck Kurfman, pastor of The United 
Methodist Churches of Divernon, Pawnee and 
Thayer.
“Like all churches in small towns, we’ve gone 
through our struggles. People moving away 
when the mines closed and the grocery store 
closed and other things that really hurt the local 
economy and people moved,” said Kurfman, 
50, who has been pastor at Pawnee United 
Methodist Church since July 2013. “And smaller 
churches can’t offer the things some of the bigger 

churches do, so some people attend other places 
wherever they have more youth or children 
ministries. That’s understandable. They’re still 
definitely part of the church family and that we 
understand.”
Pawnee United Methodist Church, 402 Sixth St., 
welcomed the public to its 165th anniversary 
Oct. 8 that featured a special celebration at 
the 11 a.m. worship service. The bishop of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference of The United 
Methodist Church, the Rev. Frank Beard, will 
present the message “Facing Giants” from I 
Samuel 17:1-11.
“All churches struggle, and this one has had 
some struggles,” said Kurfman, who grew up in 
Virden. “When I came here, there were a lot of 
people hurting and not knowing what was going 
to happen to the church. We’ve worked a lot 
together. It’s not been me but God really has 
been working in the past four years. There’s more 
of a sense of hope now.”

FAMILY HISTORY
Settlers of Pawnee received religious instruction 
as early as 1819 from traveling preachers and 
missionaries. The Rev. A. Bradshaw established 
the first Methodist class in 1852. The class 
met in a home from 1852 to 1857, when the 
meeting place was moved to the Oak Hill School, 
according to church history.
The Methodist class met at the school until the 
first Methodist church was built in 1857 at the 
corner of what is now First and Jefferson streets 
in Pawnee.
“As the Sunday school enrollment grew from 20 
in 1865 to 137 in 1902, plans were made to build 
a new church and parsonage at the corner of 
what is now Sixth and Washington Streets (where 
the church is presently located),” according to 
church history.
Carolyn Alspaugh, 71, remembers attending 
church in the building constructed in 1902. 
Alspaugh moved to Pawnee when she was 5 and 
has been a member of Pawnee United Methodist 

Church for some 66 years. Alspaugh, who before 
moving to Pawnee lived in the country near 
Glenarm, can’t remember a time when she didn’t 
attend Pawnee United Methodist.
“I remember moving here, and we lived down the 
bottom of the hill,” said Alspaugh, who as a child 
lived about two blocks from the church.
“There’s just something about this church that 
kept calling me back. I just kept coming back.”
Pawnee United Methodist’s new education 
building was dedicated Jan. 28, 1968. The church 
building constructed in 1902 was torn down in 
the late 1970s. The congregation moved into its 
newly constructed sanctuary connected to the 
education building in December 1978.
Pawnee United Methodist Church has a lot of 
community outreach, such has hosting dinners for 
sports teams and dinners and Sunday events for 
youths, often collaborating with local churches 
such as the Assembly of God and the Pawnee 
Christian Church.
Among new activities that the church hosts with 
Pawnee Christian Church is “5th Quarter,” a 
gathering for young people after home football 
games. It includes a bonfire, food, karaoke and 
prizes.
“Each church struggles. Pastor Aaron (Griffith) 
and I’ve known each other since I’ve been here. 
We kind of put our heads together. The kids go 
to school together anyway, why not get them 
together at a church function,” Kurfman said.
Kurfman said Pawnee United Methodist Church 
provides a sense of family, heritage, community 
and service.
“For all the stuff the town’s gone through and the 
church’s gone through, to celebrate 165 years is 
something to show them that God’s not done 
with this church yet or done with this town,” 
Kurfman said.
(Reprinted with permission from the Oct. 6 issue 
of the Springfield State Journal-Register, www.sj-r.
com The story was adapted to reflect the Oct. 8 
anniversary in the past tense)
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GALVA GRACE UMC celebrated its 150th anniversary Sept. 24.  
Bishop Frank J. Beard preached at the special worship service.
The church is a former Swedish Methodist Episcopal Church founded in 1867 
and worship was conducted in Swedish until the mid 1940's.
Highlights of the service were Brock Tumbleson of Kewanee, playing the old 
pump organ with the congregation singing The Little White Church on the Corner 
of the Highway written by the late Winnie Williams; and the Swedish hymn 
Children of the Heavenly Father sung in Swedish concluded the service.
A reception followed in Grace Hall.

Photo courtesy of Karen Martin

Peter Cartwright: The Public Servant
(Editor’s note: The following is a transcript of the 
2017 Peter Cartwright Memorial Sermon, delivered 
Oct. 15 at the Peter Cartwright UMC in Pleasant 
Plains).

“For the Lord’s sake accept the authority of every hu-
man institution, whether of the emperor as supreme, 
or of governors, as sent by him to punish those who 
do wrong and to praise those who do right. For it is 
God’s will that by doing right you should silence the 
ignorance of the foolish. As servants of God, live as 
free people, yet do not use your freedom as a pretext 
for evil. Honor everyone. Love the family of believers. 
Fear God. Honor the emperor (1 Peter 3:17-21)
BY PAUL STROBLE

My hometown is Vandalia, which was state capital 
in 1819 to 1839. I wrote a book about Vandalia’s twenty 
years as capital, which was published by U of I Press 
back in 1992. I say all this to explain why I became 
interested in Peter Cartwright’s political service. He was 
a state legislator at Vandalia for two different sessions of 
the state government. 

I don’t want to do a lecture instead of a sermon, but 
I thought I’d say a few interesting things about Cart-
wright’s politics interests and service. 

As many of you know, the Cartwrights moved to 
Sangamon County in the fall of 1824. Their daughter 
Cynthia died tragically on the way, struck by a falling 
tree, and she was buried in the McLeansboro area. As 
biographer Robert Bray explains, the Cartwrights made 
their way northwest, probably passing through Vanda-
lia, and arriving in the Sangamon River area by Novem-
ber. Peter just missed the big contest in Illinois in 1823 
to call a constitutional convention, widely thought to 
be initiated by pro-slavery forces to introduced slavery 
more fully in Illinois. Churches and Christian leaders, 
including Methodist circuit riders, were strongly against 
the measure. Cartwright, too, would have opposed the 
measure. 

Peter ran for the Illinois General Assembly in 1826 
but lost. By the time he ran again in 1828, he had met 
more people, his name became more widely known, 
and he won one of the three seats as Sangamon County 
representative. He traveled to Vandalia for service in 
the Sixth General Assembly, which met for only seven 
weeks in December 1828 and January 1829. Vandalia 
was a new community that had started strong but was 
in something of an economic slump by 1828, but it 
was still a busy place whenever the state government 
reconvened. The statehouse, not the present Old Capitol 
but the one preceding it, was a brick building where 
the House of Representatives convened on the ground 
floor. Cartwright was an exceptionally conscientious 
legislator, present for 98 percent of all the roll call votes, 
and at this session he was interested in public works that 
would improve transportation in Illinois. He also voted 
for measures that would have, in his view, strengthen 
morality—for instance, fining people for shooting guns 
in town and for interfering with church services.

Another issue that interested Peter was educa-
tion. When he attended to the Methodist Conference 
business, he pushed for education. He advocated for a 
seminary, which in the old usage meant a college prep 
school. He was adamant that the school should not be 
located in Missouri, which was a slave state, and eventu-

ally efforts by Peter and other Methodist leaders led to 
the founding of McKendree College (now McKendree 
University) in Lebanon.  

Peter lost a bid for re-election in 1830 but won 
in 1832, so he served again at Vandalia in the Eighth 
General Assembly during the winter of 1832 and 1833. 
I gave to the Cartwright Church museum a law book 
from that assembly published in Vandalia, to honor 
Peter’s contribution. At this session, Cartwright served 
on the committee of education and hoped to promote 
a better public school system in Illinois. He hoped for 
another preparatory school in Illinois, preferably in 
Springfield, but ultimately that didn’t work out. He did 
advocate for the eventual selection of Springfield as state 
capital, since Vandalia was designed as capital for 20 
years. That move didn’t happen at this session but did so 
a few years later.

Peter’s service as state legislator ended when this 
session adjourned. He ran for Congress in 1846 -- 
famously, against young Abraham Lincoln -- but Peter 
did not run for any more state level offices, perhaps 
because there was an increasing feeling in the Methodist 
conference that preachers shouldn’t have an avocation 
in politics.

Generally speaking, it’s an interesting question as 
to how much and to what extent Christians should be 
involved in politics. I’m not going to get overly political!  
But the challenge can be derived from our scripture 
lesson.  We belong to God, who is our authority and 
caring Savior in all things. Other authorities function 
within God’s authority—which means that we must 
seek God’s will as we find ways to serve the Lord in the 
world.  

We have to remember that, in the New Testament 
world, you didn’t choose your leaders and you didn’t 
vote! Any kind of change that you might want to see the 
government address, wasn’t something you could really 
influence. 

In our world, of course, we participate in govern-
ment in different ways, such as voting, serving on local 
boards, even running for office, in the form of represen-
tative democracy that we have. 

A religious voice in the political world can be very 
important and helpful. Political leaders of both par-
ties have been religious leaders as well.  On the issues 
of slavery and education – two of Peter Cartwright’s 
concerns – religious leaders were in the forefront of, on 
one hand, helping move the country away from slavery 
and, on the other hand, establishing educational systems 
in the country. 

One real danger is that politics can be dirty and 
divisive.  If we are Christians wanting to be involved in 
this kind of public service, we have to be very careful 
that we’re not hardened or scarred by it, or led into bad, 
tempting situations.

In our scripture, the Apostle Peter admonishes, 
“As servants of God, live as free people, yet do not use 
your freedom as a pretext for evil.” The wonderful thing 
about living under the Gospel is that we are set free, in 
the sense that there is nothing we can do to please God.  
Archbishop Desmond Tutu once said, “There is nothing 
you can do that will make God love you less. There is 
nothing you can do that will make God love you more. 
God’s love for you is infinite, perfect, and eternal.” Thus 
free to serve God because we know how much God 
loves us, we can follow the Spirit’s guidance, as Peter 

Cartwright did, and seek ways where we can serve God 
in many different kinds of situations.   

I want to think a little more about ways we discover 
to serve God. I’ve a book entitled, When the Well Runs 
Dry: Prayer Beyond the Beginnings by Thomas H. Green, 
S.J. (Notre Dame: Ave Maria Press, 1998).  Green uses 
the image of floating to illustrate the way we can relax 
and trust God in guiding us in our lives. He notes 
that learning to float on water is surprisingly difficult, 
because our instincts kick in and we think we have to 
work hard to save ourselves in the water. But we’d do 
better to just relax in the water. Floating is “essentially to 
learn to trust,” which is also difficult (p. 143).

I love that as a metaphor for finding ways that we 
can serve God. We feel secure in God’s love and allow 
ourselves through life’s good and bad situations to be 
utilized by God in different kinds of service.   

It’s not a passive thing at all, but a way of thinking 
about Romans 8:28 as we pursue our various respon-
sibilities and follow our dreams.  We actively make a 
way through life while all the time calling upon God for 
help. 

I think of the numerous turns and paths of my 
vocations (to focus on just that aspect of my life). I don’t 
have the temperament to get into politics, but when 
some big issue comes along, I try to find time to contact 
political leaders and participate in gatherings.  I like to 
find new ways to serve the Lord, in different aspects.  
Sometimes I think those opportunities are going to 
develop into one area of service, but they develop into 
something else. But the unexpected things were amaz-
ing ways to minister in God’s name. I’m sure it’s been 
that way for many others, too.  

Since I’m a teacher, I’ll give you an assignment – 
but it’s voluntary and ungraded!  Sometime in the near 
future, think of some new way you’d like to serve God 
– something for which you’d like to seek God’s help. 
I’ve done that several times over the years, and it’s both 
scary and exciting the ways God can challenge us to 
become involved disciples.  

Elder Cartwright’s time as a public service can 
inspire us to seek more deeply the ways that God can 
guide each of us. It may be as a good citizen, a faithful 
church worker, a person who has integrity in our every-
day lives – or, a person who is open to helping people in 
any way that we happen to encounter. We can trust God 
in all these circumstances. 

(Rev. Dr. Paul Stroble is a clergy member of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference, serving in extension ministry on 
the faculty of Webster University, teaching courses in eth-
ics and world religions. Stroble also serves a chair of the 
Conference Commission on Archives and History).

Vienna First UMC celebrates 175th anniversary
VIENNA – Vienna First UMC and the Vienna 
community celebrated the 175th Anniversary of 
the church in weekly services during the month of 
October and will culminate the celebration with a 
special anniversary celebration on Sunday, Oct. 29 at 
3 p.m.
Retired Bishop William B. Lewis, who served at 
Vienna from 1957 to 1963, will be the speaker for 
the afternoon celebration which will include special 
music and dramatic readings.

The month-long celebration began on Sunday, Sept. 
24 with current pastor, Rev. Joe Richard performing 
a new hymn for the 175th celebration entitled 
Marching On. The song captures the spirit of the 
church and highlights its years of community service 
and evangelism. Services continued as Adam and 
Julie Hook presented a historical dramatic reading 
as Eddie and Hattie Moffett from 1862. The Moffetts 
discussed their lives and beginnings of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Johnson County.

Historical Messenger
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Higher Education

BY AMY SHREVE
IGRC Coordinator of Higher Education

Our Wesley Foundations and United Methodist 
colleges and universities are living into the confer-
ence mission, continually equipping young people in 
their relationship to Christ, exploring leadership in 
worship and mission, and connecting students to local 
churches. 
Over the last five years, 42 students from our Wesley 
Foundations are pursuing or serving in a ministry 
position. Much of the ordination class next year have 
had defining faith milestones and leadership develop-
ment through a Wesley Foundation. This is not an ac-
cident. Campus ministers meet students where they 
are, name the gifts God has given them, and provide 
opportunities to practice and hone those gifts. Hear 
their stories of call and equipping: 

USING GIFTS & GAINING SKILLS
I am Ryan Hall and I have always been 
a part of the church ever since I could 
remember. One of my fondest memories 
was going to church on Sunday mornings 
with my grandma. Each week I looked 
forward to the music and how it moved 
me. One Sunday, I realized I would like to 
be in a praise band someday. I knew it was 
going to take a lot of dedication and work, 
however, that was the goal I set. 
At the age of 14, I began playing drums at 
church and got a real glimpse of what it 

was like being a part of a worship team. Throughout 
high school I became more involved in youth group 
as well as leading the worship team which helped me 
with my relationship with God. Like many people ex-
perience, I faced some setbacks and challenges. There 
were certain times in my life when I felt far apart 
from God. I felt discouraged, alone, excluded, and 
this affected my social life. However, it was through 
prayer and worship music that God helped me to get 
back on the right path again to where I needed to 

be as a leader. I am very thankful for the many peers 
and mentors that helped me to get to where I am at 
today. Family members, friends, pastors, and leaders 
at my church, took the time to invest in me as an 
individual and guide me on my faith journey.
I knew Western Illinois University was the right 
school for me based on my major – broadcasting. 
When I first researched Western, I was very curi-
ous about the campus ministries and one stood out 
the most to me – Wesley Foundation. I did some 
research online and it really got my attention. I looked 
forward to visiting this place when I arrived on cam-
pus. On my first visit Freshman year, students were 
very welcoming within the first few seconds I walked 
in the door. Within my second week at Wesley Foun-
dation I was already involved in the praise band. 
Currently, I play keys, drums, and even lead worship 
and that is because of the experience I had back at 
my home church.
Our Wednesday night service, called PULSE, is very 
powerful and I always look forward to that time. It 
helps me get through the week knowing that I can 
take an hour just to relax and let go of everything. 
There have been some Wednesday nights where I 
was really concerned about the next day of classes, 
but coming to PULSE on those nights allows me to 
focus on the worship music; and when the next day 
comes everything turns out fine. That is why I think 
having a Wednesday night worship is so important 
for a campus ministry. We need to take time a focus 
on God and not worry about anything else that may 
get in our way. 
In Matthew 6:34 Jesus tells us, “Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.” 
The music that is provided at Wesley Foundation 
brings the whole worship experience together and 
draws more people to our campus ministry, but more 
importantly it draws them closer to God. 
Wesley Foundation has been a home away from 
home to me because of the atmosphere and know-

ing that I have a place to worship. My advice for 
incoming freshman or transfer students is to find the 
campus ministry that is right for you and get involved. 
No matter who you are, what you believe in, or 
where you come from, at Wesley Foundation we wel-
come everybody because our home is your home. 

CREATIVITY IN THE PULPIT
My name is Erik Slingerland, and I’m one of the 
interns at the Illinois State University Wesley Foun-
dation. Ever since I started to explore my call to 
ministry, I have tried to take advantage of every 
opportunity possible to explore and train for the 
different types of ministry available. When my District 
Superintendent, Rev. Leah Pogemiller, approached 
Mark Crawford and I in the spring about preaching 
at churches close to campus on Sunday mornings, it 
didn’t take long for me to get on board with the idea. 
I knew that I would be getting some great ministry 
experience by interning at the ISU Wesley Founda-
tion, and by taking this second job at the Three Rivers 
Parish, I would get to experience ministry with a dif-
ferent demographic and really work on my preaching 
skills.
I’ve been preaching every other month since July at 
the Three Rivers Parish (just east of Bloomington), 
and I am really enjoying my time at all four churches. 
Working under the leadership of Rev. Gifty Smith 
and being co-workers with Mark Crawford at both 
ISU Wesley and the Three Rivers Parish has been an 
incredible experience. The congregations have been 
incredibly welcoming, which has made this preaching 
job a lot easier. They’ve even been forgiving of me 
changing scripture at the last minute or accidentally 
skipping over a hymn, which is much appreciated 
for a “newbie” like myself. My experience at both 
ministries has been fantastic, and I’m looking forward 
to continuing to explore my call in both college and 
inter-generational ministry.

Training young clergy takes various paths 

BY MARK HENDRICKSON, WIU Wesley Foundation

MACOMB  – The students of Wesley Foundation at 
Western Illinois University love to connect with both the 
campus and Macomb communities. For the third consecu-
tive year the Foundation hosted “Talking Faith On Cam-
pus.” Over three Monday evening, guests are invited from 
the community to be interviewed by a student moderator. 

“What type of home did you grow up in? What events 
played a major role in your Christian formation during your 
youth? Were you involved in a campus ministry while in 
college? How do you maintain a balance between your faith 
and the obligations of your job? What advice do you have 
for Christian students in college today?” 

This fall, graduate student Nneka Egbunike interviews 
Jungil Rhee, associate pastor at Macomb Wesley UMC, 
and Dr. Alphonso Simpson, chairperson of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, and instructor in African-American studies.  
Then, student Ryan Hall visits with Michelle Howe, 
assistant director of career services, and Ron Williams, Vice 
President for Student Services. In the final evening, student 
Daniel Frye questions a married couple who both teach on 
campus – Tawnya Adkins Covert, professor of sociology, 
and Jason Covert, instructor for computer sciences.  They 
are very active in the Wesley UMC and part of what they 
shared was how and why they began their puppet ministry.

Daniel Frye, who served as our final student moderator, 
said, “I thoroughly enjoyed the experience. I had not done 
anything like this before, but am very glad that I accepted the 
opportunity. Tawnya and Jason offered lots of great advice 

that we students can use for the rest of our lives. In addition, 
they shared stories that will help us to apply their advice.”

As in the past, our guests came from diverse back-
grounds and openly shared amazing stories about how their 
Christian faith evolved. In addition, they offered how their 
faith now affects their daily lives, both at home and within 
their chosen profession. Each forum has provided a won-
derful opportunity for students to gain insight into a wide 
variety of Christian growth and lifestyles. Several of the 
Wesley Foundation students have had some of our guests as 
course instructors.

A great benefit of these gatherings is the connections 
made between the students, the faculty and administration 
of WIU, and Macomb community members. Following 
each discussion there is a time of fellowship while enjoying 
homemade desserts. Old friendships are renewed and new 
friendships begin. 

Julie Regen-
nitter is a member 
of Macomb Wesley 
UMC, and summa-
rized it this way, “I 
have attended most 
of these events over 
the past three years, 
and each time came 
away enriched and 
moved. The guests 
have openly shared 

their life experiences and their faith walks, and, as a result, 
I found them to be common people who have endured 
difficulties and yet grew because of those challenges. I 
believe they were inspiring to all who attended, especially 
the students. The social time afterward gives the speakers an 
opportunity to interact with all who attended. This not only 
helps form a bond between the students and the speakers, 
but also between Wesley Foundation and the public.”

PROFESSIONAL AND FAITHFUL MENTORING AT WIU

TRAINING  CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

SIMPSON, EGBUNIKE, RHEE

HOWE, HALL, WILLIAMS

COVERTS

HALL
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Liberia Partnership

In Liberia, I immediately felt at home. I saw people and met 
people from my dreams. At my home church in Evanston, Illinois, 
I heard that we are part of a connectional church, but I did not 
fully understand what that meant until I came to Liberia.

Helen Roberts-Evans, Missionary in Liberia

For seven years, Helen Roberts-Evans worked as the 
director for the Department of General Education and 
Ministry with the Liberia Annual Conference in Monro-
via. She oversaw the administration of some 59 United 
Methodist schools in Liberia—schools that had survived 
the civil unrest in that country. Not only did she see to 
repairs of the buildings and the acquisition of supplies, she 
also acted as a conduit for conferences and churches in the 
United States, Norway, and Sweden who sought to assist 
Liberians in their recovery.

In 2016, a Liberian educator, the Rev. Dr. Sampson 
Nyanti, was appointed as director of the Department of 
General Education and Ministry. Helen assumed the posi-
tion of associate director for supervision. But this doesn’t 
mean that her missionary work has concluded—this step 
gave her time to reflect on her ministry and apply for a 
study leave.

“After serving as the education director for seven 
years, I know that teachers in many of our Liberian 
schools need more guidance in how to teach,” she wrote 
in a recent newsletter. “I feel called to teach teachers and 
I have taken a one-year study leave to focus on the art of 
teaching.” Helen returned to Boston to attend Emmanuel 
College for a Master of Arts in Teaching, which the college 
renamed as the Masters in Education while she was there.

Helen had studied at Boston University for a bach-
elor’s degree in Special Education. Yet, returning to places 
and activities to close the circle of earlier life pursuits — 
across her lifetime, and across her parents’ lifetime — has 
become a theme in her missionary experience.

THE JOURNEY BEGINS
Helen’s mother and aunt left Jamaica in 1948 to emi-

grate to Liberia, where they became naturalized citizens. 
Helen’s mother married an American anthropologist, a 
college professor at the University of Liberia, and Helen 
was born in Liberia.

But her family left Liberia to travel to the United 
States when she was still a toddler. They traveled by 
freighter, which had a lot of space for them to bring “a lot 
of Liberian stuff,” she says. Helen grew up surrounded by 
Liberian art and traditional things at home in Chicago. 
Their house was always full of people—foreign students, 
relatives, visitors, US students. When she was in 6th grade, 
her family moved to Egypt, and she was there through 
middle school. By her high school years, they had moved 

to Evanston, Illinois. She was accepted at Boston Univer-
sity for undergraduate work. While at Boston University, 
she spent her junior year in Bogota, Colombia.

A CALLING TO GO “HOME”
Helen’s first job in education was with a school in 

the Boston area for children with language impairments, 
including children who were Deaf. Yet, she yearned to 
return to Liberia as a teacher, like her mom and dad and 
aunt before her. Unfortunately, that was during the time 
of Samuel Doe and Liberia’s civil war. By 2006, the conflict 
had ended, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, a United Methodist lay-
woman, was elected president, and 15,000 United Nations 
peacekeepers arrived in the country. Helen decided it was 
time to make the trip to Liberia.

Her mother said: “Go back to your country. You will 
be with your godmother and work in an office.”

Helen traveled to Liberia in 2008 to the place where 
her family had lived. Everyone she met knew her god-
mother, Mae Roberts, even though Helen couldn’t remem-
ber her. After Sunday school, where Helen taught a lot of 
children, she had Sunday dinner at her godmother’s house 
every week.

Liberia needed teachers. Schools had been closed 
during the civil unrest. The church wanted to reopen its 
schools. Helen volunteered as director for the Department 
of General Education and Ministry. “Since I was a little 
girl, I wanted to teach in Liberia,” she repeated.

Then in 2009, Helen was officially commissioned as 
a United Methodist missionary to work with the Liberian 

UMC’s education department. After the civil war, the ma-
jor task of the education department was to get the schools 
up and running. Her job description included supervising 
the building and renovating of schools, training teach-
ers, and scholarships for students. As the buildings were 
renovated, her work shifted.

The Department of General Education and Ministry 
of the Liberian UMC now oversees 59 schools in Liberia 
and one in Guinea. Helen has traveled to all 15 counties 
of Liberia visiting Methodist schools. Every school has its 
own local school board, and she worked as a liaison with 
the schools and the government’s Ministry of Education.

ANOTHER SHIFT IN MISSION
With the schools in better shape and a new director 

in place, Helen sought further education in the area of 
teacher training – “because,” she said, “school is more than 
the buildings. What are the children learning? Bricks don’t 
teach.”

She has spent the last year refreshing her thinking 
and discovering new ideas in education. Emmanuel is a 
small Christian college where she took 12 courses in 12 
months—always with a focus, in her case, on Liberia and 
on “Mother-tongue” education. 

She has also circled back to her original interest 
in teaching the Deaf, taking a directed research course 
for Deaf children. In Liberia, there are few educational 
facilities to meet the needs of Deaf children, and those 
only teach to the sixth grade. She felt led to be part of the 
Deaf ministry, Hope for the Deaf, in Monrovia—and her 
coursework at Emmanuel College encompassed educa-
tional programs for the Deaf in several different coun-
tries—programs that look at how the teachers are edu-
cated, different teaching methods, and how Deaf students 
learn. She is part of a group at the Ministry of Education 
in Liberia to develop awareness for special needs and 
inclusive education, as well as for early childhood develop-
ment.

When Helen returns to Liberia, she plans to work 
with the teachers to help them understand individual 
differences in the children. The next step is to differentiate 
programs that will work for their needs, particularly for 
Deaf children.

Helen Roberts-Evans (Advance #3021129) has worked in 
Liberia as a United Methodist missionary for eight years. 
Her deep roots extend to the Chicago area, the Boston area, 
Jamaica, and Liberia.

Christie R. House is the editor of New World Outlook maga-
zine. This article first appeared in the Fall 2017 issue of New 
World Outlook magazine, General Board of Global Minis-
tries. Used by permission.

AN INTERVIEW WITH HELEN ROBERTS-EVANS BY CHRISTIE R. HOUSE

Photos courtesy of Helen Roberts- Evans 
The Hope for the Deaf ministry at the United Methodist Liberia Annual 
Conference compound at Sinkor, Monrovia. Helen Roberts-Evans 
from the cockpit, flying from Maryland County in southeast Liberia to 
Monrovia in Montserrado County. Helen (not the pilot) is a missionary 
with the Department of General Education and Ministry for the Liberia 
Annual Conference in Monrovia.
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Liberia Partnership

(ABOVE LEFT) Tanya 
Blumenshine participates in 
Teacher Training. 
(ABOVE) Carol Sims and 
Bunny Wolfe with Principal 
Rev. Dr. Anna Labala. 
(FAR LEFT) Paige Cooper 
and Kyle Stewart assist 
with water training at West 
Point.
(LEFT) Laura Robinson, 
Randy Robinson, and Ann 
Wagle at St. Paul UMC 
worksite.

BY BUNNY WOLFE
IGRC Coordinator of Missions and Outreach

After two years of postponed mission trips due to the 
past Ebola crisis, three teams from IGRC have returned 
to Liberia this year.  
Our first team included young adults who waited nearly 
three years to fulfill their dreams to address clean water 
problems in Liberia. Sawyer water filters, each capable of 
filtering a million liters of water, were provided in several 
rural villages, John Kofi Asmah School in West Point, John 
Wesley School in Weala District and Bishop Judith Craig 
Children’s Village. Through prior arrangements with vil-
lage elders, the team took water from local streams and 
demonstrated the use and maintenance of the filters. 

We heard from more than one village leader, “I want 
that thing to keep my people safe!” Large drums with fil-
ters installed were left in each training location. The hope 
is to continue this project while developing capability 
to build large sand filters for villages. The need for safe 
drinking water is a serious issue throughout Liberia. Wa-
ter borne illness is directly related to hundreds of deaths 
yearly and especially among children. The team also had 
two days of joint leadership training and interaction with 
young adult leaders in the Liberia Annual Conference. 
A combined team from Iroquois River District and 
Canton Wesley UMC worked on two projects. Iroquois 
River District Popcorn Cluster raised funds to rebuild 
the St Paul UMC in Kakata Farmington District. Canton 
Wesley UMC raised funds to begin a concrete fence for 
Bishop Judith Craig Children’s Village property and funds 
were sent to renovate two classrooms at Tubman Gray 
United Methodist School in Gbarnga. 
While construction was happening at the St Paul UMC 
site, other team members traveled to Gbarnga to assist 
in tiling school classrooms and interact with students. 
Both teams participated in the foundation preparation 
of the fence at Bishop Judith Craig Children’s Village 
and attended the dedication of the Bethany UMC in 
Buchanan. Bethany UMC foundation was donated by 
Marshall First UMC a few years ago. Construction was 
completed during the Ebola crises through donations by 
Godfrey First UMC, Kinmundy First UMC and Fellheimer 
Trust of Macomb Wesley UMC. 
In July, a team of IGRC teachers trained nearly 70 
elementary and junior high United Methodist school 
teachers in the Monrovia and Gbarnga areas. Some 
team members traveled to Ganta to volunteer at the 

Ganta Hospital, to visit a school in Saclepea built by 
Morton UMC and to witness the Liberia Annual Confer-
ence outreach in neighboring Guinea. 
Our teachers listened and interacted with the teach-
ers to learn about their challenges and concerns before 
training began. Training addressed those concerns with 
innovative, cross-curriculum techniques to help teachers 
keep students engaged. How do you teach in a room 
filled wall to wall desks with two to three students per 
desk in the lower grades and wall to wall chairs in the 
upper grades? 
How do you keep students engaged when many come 
to school with no breakfast and sit in hot, crowded 
rooms? There are ways. The appreciation of the Liberia 
teachers was very evident and Rev Dr. Anna Labala, 
superintendent of the Tubman Gray School in Gbarnga, 
emotionally expressed appreciation that we “cared 
enough to listen and cared enough to be there.”  
Two teams are being planned for 2018: teacher train-
ing in July and another team in late December. If you 
are an experienced teacher who would like to have this 
experience or if you know of teachers who might like to 
work with teachers in Liberia, let’s talk. The focus of the 
December 2018 is still being formulated, but it may once 
again focus on clean water and hygiene training. 
IGRC teams have walked alongside Liberian sister and 
brothers in Christ since Feb. 2006. This partnership 
with remains vital and alive. It’s not about the projects. 
Projects simply get us there. It IS about being a caring 
presence willing to bear one another’s burdens while 
learning from each other and growing together in faith.
Come – join the journey!
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Liberia Partnership

BY PAUL BLACK

SPRINGFIELD  – Bishop 
Samuel Quire has been in his job as 
episcopal leader for the Liberia An-
nual Conference for less than a year, 
but he has hit the ground running.

There was a sense of urgency 
in the bishop’s voice Oct. 3 as he 
addressed Bishop Frank J. Beard 
and members of the IGRC Cabinet 
as a part of a conference visit to 
those individuals and congrega-
tions who have partnered with the 
Liberia Conference for the past 
10 years.

Focusing on things that 
Liberians already possess, Quire 
is leading the Liberian church to 
reclaim what they already have 
and empowering them to do 
more.

“We have gone through a 
strategic planning process and have outlined four 
areas of emphasis – evangelism, education, health 
care and sustainability,” he said. While many of 
these areas are not unfamiliar to persons in the 
IGRC, Quire wants to see Liberians doing more for 
themselves.

“For 184 years, we have asked our partners for 
fish,” Quire said. “Our partners came back to teach 
us to fish.”

One of the major emphasis of sustainability 
comes from an agricultural focus of “returning to 
the soil” (see September 2017 issue of The Current, 
p. 13).

Quire said he wants to learn from his partner 
conferences. “In Illinois, I see large farms and ask, 
‘How did you do that?’” Quire said. “In Liberia, the 
Conference owns quite a bit of land. I don’t think it is for the church to turn a profit, but 
empowering people to farm the land and use agriculture to earn a living. When people 
have a livelihood, they can give back to the church.”

He said he also sees health care and schools as vital ministries. “When we build clin-
ics and build schools, we get an opportunity to share the Good News,” Quire said.

Just days before a national election to elect a new President of Liberia, Quire struck 
an optimistic tone. “(Retiring) President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has laid the foundation. 
Freedom of speech and freedom of expression are allowed,” he said. “The next step is 
to fight corruption in the government and demand financial transparency. Each of the 
country’s 73 legislators and 15 senators are paid $15,000 per month in salary. Our total 
national budget is $500 million. And yet, our pastors make less than $20 per month.”

Quire said the church continues to provide a vital place in Liberian society. “Where 
the government cannot or will not go, the church is there,” he said. “We provide clean 
water, clinics and schools. Even during the Ebola crisis, the Church gave people hope. 
While other clinics and hospitals closed, Ganta Hospital remained open.”

Quire also credited the IGRC partnership as key to what the church can do in Libe-
ria. “We call Bunny Wolfe ‘The Iron Lady’ because she is constant vigilant to ensure that 
funds sent by your conference are spent responsibly and that is why you are making such 
a difference.”

A 10-YEAR-OLD PARTNERSHIP
JUNE 2004 – In the closing minutes of the 2004 Annual Conference, 
Rev. Tim Bias, pastor of Peoria First UMC, invited members of the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference to join in partnership with the Liberia 
Annual Conference after he and a group from his church had visited 
the West African country.

2005 ANNUAL CONFERENCE – The first Liberia Task Force Report was 
delivered at Annual Conference. Early steps toward forming a partner-
ship had begun. Pastors and congregations of the conference were 
challenged to donate books for the library at Gbarnga School of Theology.

FEB. 2006 – First mission teams from the Illinois Great Rivers Conference travel to 
Liberia.

2006 ANNUAL CONFERENCE – The Liberian Task Force reported the pairing of Liberia An-
nual Conference districts to districts in the IGRC. The task force recommended congrega-
tions give $20 per month for Liberian pastor salary support as well as provide funding for 
educational scholarships for Liberian children to attend school; and for church reconstruc-
tion in the aftermath of the 14-year civil war. 

FEB. 2007 – Bishop Sharon A. Brown Christopher and several Cabinet members attend 
the Liberia Annual Conference session, while a mission team worked during the Annual 
Conference session at Ganta Mission Station. Bishop Christopher preached several of the 
services and assisted Bishop John Innis in presiding over the business session. Minnesota 
Bishop Sally Dyck also attended the conference.

2007 – Liberian Lay Leader Rudolph Merab addressed the annual conference, inviting the 
IGRC to come visit Liberia. 

2008 – Rev. Anthony Dioh, director of educational ministries and Operation Classroom 
in Liberia, addressed the annual conference session, thanking the IGRC for scholarship 
support. Two Episcopal aprons, signed by Bishop Christopher, Liberian Bishop John Innis 
and Bishop Bruce Ough, who was a guest speaker, were auctioned during the session for 
Liberia scholarships. Bishop Innis preached the IGRC Service of Ordination during the 
conference.

2009  – The annual conference session celebrated the construction of a new facility at 
Ganta Hospital, new churches being completed throughout the Liberia Conference. Since 
2006, IGRC has donated $1.8 million to the Liberia Annual Conference. An offering of 
$10,442 was collected for the construction of the John Kofi Asmah School in the West 
Point section of Monrovia.

2010 – Laity continued their giving toward construction of the John Kofi Asmah School. 
In all, $45,000 was reported collected with the first level completed. The annual confer-
ence also celebrated that more than 200 people from the IGRC had traveled to Liberia 
since 2006. Rev. Dr. Jerry Kulah, superintendent of the Monrovia District, and his wife were 
guests of the annual conference.

2012 – Laity took an offering of $14,568 at Annual Conference to purchase desks and 
books for the newly-deducatred John Kofi Asmah School. The annual conference also col-
lected $11,459 for New Hope UMC, a new church construction. A video was presented 
from the school and District Superintendents Jacob Nathan and Albert Barchue, attended 
as guests of the Annual Conference. A first Liberian Partners Summit was held at Alton 
Main Street UMC. 66 persons from 14 US states, Germany, and Liberia participated.  
Bishop John G. Innis of Liberia praised the partners for the tremendous work they are 
accomplishing. Defined goals and objectives were discussed for the agriculture program, 
a priority list of training needs, coordination of efforts through the Liberia UMC website, 
regular updates through conference calls, and a renewed desire to continue our ministry 
together. 

2013 – An offering of $6,013 was collected for John Kofi Asmah School and $9,555 for 
New Hope UMC during the annual conference session. The Partnership encouraged sup-
port for initiatives to provide chicken and pigs for Liberian families to raise for sustained 
income. A plan to establish 4-H Clubs is part of this initiative. In the fall, the IGRC hosted 
a Liberia Partnership Summit at Alton Main Street UMC. The gathering of 70 people from 
12 Annual Conferences in partnerships with Liberia were brought together to coordinate 
and maximize financial resources flowing to Liberia.

2014 – The Ebola crisis strikes West Africa, leading to more than 4,800 deaths and leaving 
more than 2,000 orphans in a weak economy and an inadequate health care system. The 
crisis led to a suspension of IGRC mission trips to Liberia. Through phone calls and email, 
the Partnership was able to send $3,000 in food assistance every other month from Sept. 
2014 to mid-2015. Gifts to pastor’s salary support was $68,790; Scholarships for students 
totaled $32,961 and the conference is supporting a college student at United Method-
ist University in Monrovia.  The Liberia Partnership Summit was held in Farmington Hills, 
Michigan in mid-November with 80 participants from 14 annual conferences including 
Bishop John Innis and Bishop Deborah Kiesey. 

2015 – On May 9, Liberia was declared Ebola Free. The Partnership began working 
toward provide water and sanitation trainings and install water filters for village water 
supplies. Building projects continued at Bethany UMC in Buchanan and New Hope UMC 
in Paynesville. Gifts to pastor’s salary support continue to be a priority. The 2015 Liberian 
Partnership Summit was held at for a second year in Farmington Hills Michigan.    

2016 – IGRC returns to Liberia for the dedication of the Buchanan UMC, funded by IGRC 
individuals and congregations in partnership with the Liberia Conference.  More than 225 
persons from IGRC have traveled to Liberia and giving to Advance Specials, Ebola assis-
tance and other ministries and projects topped $4 million. The Liberia Summit also involves 
six conferences, meeting this year as a steering committee only to continue developing 
relationships between the US and Liberia. The 2017 Summit will be in Raleigh, N.C.

Bishop Quire outlines a vision 
of empowerment for Liberia

“Where the 
 government  
 cannot or 
 will not go,  
 the church 
 is there.”
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2017*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 75% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church
CS/Adm

Paid
CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

CACHE RIVER DISTRICT       
Anna UMC  $4,530  42.61%  $2,700  42.45%  $7,230  42.55%
Belknap UMC  $864  75.00%  $464  66.67%  $1,328  71.86%
West Eden UMC  $360  75.00%  $192  66.67%  $552  71.88%
Benton First UMC  $3,294  25.00%  $1,971  25.00%  $5,265  25.00%
Big Prairie UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Maunie UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Concord UMC  $540  28.30%  $240  21.05%  $780  25.59%
Cache Chapel UMC  $1,467  75.00%  $784  66.67%  $2,251  71.88%
Olmsted UMC  $1,521  75.00%  $808  66.67%  $2,329  71.88%
Cairo Tigert Memorial UMC  $2,632  66.67%  $1,576  66.67%  $4,208  66.67%
Mounds UMC  $1,152  75.00%  $608  66.67%  $1,760  71.88%
Carbondale First UMC  $44,091  75.00%  $23,464  66.67%  $67,555  71.88%
Carbondale Grace UMC  $13,428  75.00%  $7,144  66.67%  $20,572  71.88%
Carmi Emmanuel UMC  $9,369  75.00%  $4,992  66.67%  $14,361  71.88%
Carmi First UMC  $9,828  75.00%  $5,232  66.67%  $15,060  71.88%
Carrier Mills UMC  $6,824  66.67%  $3,577  58.33%  $10,401  63.54%
Carterville UMC  $10,512  75.00%  $4,893  58.33%  $15,405  68.76%
Cedar Grove UMC  $4,554  75.00%  $2,424  66.67%  $6,978  71.88%
Pittsburg UMC  $405  75.00%  $216  66.67%  $621  71.88%
Cypress UMC  $1,260  75.00%  $672  66.67%  $1,932  71.88%
Center UMC  $396  75.00%  $208  66.67%  $604  71.88%
Luther's Chapel UMC  $258  20.67%  $100  13.44%  $358  1.97%
Colp UMC  $1,360  83.33%  $729  75.00%  $2,089  80.22%
Crab Orchard UMC  $1,356  50.00%  $408  25.00%  $1,764  40.61%
Cross and Flame Ministries UMC  $25,542  75.00%  $13,592  66.67%  $39,134  71.88%
Crossville UMC  $5,319  75.00%  $2,832  66.67%  $8,151  71.88%
McHenry UMC  $3,240  75.00%  $1,720  66.67%  $4,960  71.88%
Dahlgren UMC  $1,305  75.00%  $696  66.67%  $2,001  71.88%
Macedonia UMC  $1,008  75.00%  $536  66.67%  $1,544  71.88%
DuQuoin UMC  $5,680  39.20%  $3,325  38.43%  $9,005  38.98%
Eldorado UMC  $1,081  9.04%  $2,081  29.05%  $3,162  16.53%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $1,251  75.00%  $664  66.67%  $1,915  71.88%
Energy UMC  $1,809  75.00%  $968  66.67%  $2,777  71.88%
Enfield UMC  $1,359  75.00%  $728  66.67%  $2,087  71.88%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $1,332  75.00%  $712  66.67%  $2,044  71.88%
Equality UMC  $1,752  66.67%  $917  58.33%  $2,669  63.55%
Ridgway UMC  $981  75.00%  $520  66.67%  $1,501  71.88%
Shawneetown Emmanuel UMC  $1,944  75.00%  $1,032  66.67%  $2,976  71.88%
Fountain UMC  $1,503  75.00%  $600  50.00%  $2,103  65.64%
Galatia UMC  $1,260  75.00%  $672  66.67%  $1,932  71.88%
Raleigh UMC  $882  75.00%  $472  66.67%  $1,354  71.88%
Glendale UMC  $3,069  75.00%  $1,632  66.67%  $4,701  71.88%
Eddyville UMC  $1,539  75.00%  $816  66.67%  $2,355  71.88%
Golconda UMC  $3,344  66.67%  $2,000  66.67%  $5,344  66.67%
Cave In Rock UMC  $1,314  75.00%  $696  66.67%  $2,010  72.88%
Goreville UMC  $6,300  75.00%  $1,257  25.00%  $7,557  56.28%
Creal Springs UMC  $2,061  75.00%  $1,096  66.67%  $3,157  71.88%
Grand Tower UMC  $1,350  75.00%  $720  66.67%  $2,070  71.88%
Wolf Lake UMC  $1,305  75.00%  $696  66.67%  $2,001  71.88%
Ware UMC  $1,224  75.00%  $486  50.00%  $1,710  65.67%
West Frankfort Antioch UMC  $2,160  75.00%  $1,152  66.67%  $3,312  71.88%
West Frankfort Central UMC  $1,080  75.00%  $576  66.67%  $1,656  71.88%
Harrisburg First UMC  $17,802  75.00%  $9,472  66.67%  $27,274  71.88%
Herrin UMC  $744  6.89%  $456  7.05%  $1,200  6.95%
Greenwood UMC  $2,385  75.00%  $1,272  66.67%  $3,657  71.88%
Johnston City UMC  $700  7.80%  $-    0.00%  $700  4.88%
Stiritz UMC  $1,764  75.00%  $944  66.67%  $2,708  71.88%
Jonesboro UMC  $1,170  75.00%  $624  66.67%  $1,794  71.88%
Walnut Grove UMC  $1,251  75.00%  $664  66.67%  $1,915  71.88%
Joppa UMC  $588  25.00%  $234  16.67%  $822  21.88%
Oak Grove UMC  $1,044  75.00%  $490  58.33%  $1,534  68.73%
Karnak UMC  $3,726  75.00%  $1,488  50.00%  $5,214  65.63%
Cross Road UMC  $4,707  75.00%  $2,504  66.67%  $7,211  71.88%
Marion Aldersgate UMC  $43,182  75.00%  $22,984  66.67%  $66,166  71.88%
Marion First UMC  $8,556  50.00%  $5,124  50.00%  $13,680  50.00%
McLeansboro First UMC  $7,170  50.00%  $4,290  50.00%  $11,460  50.00%
Metropolis UMC  $19,464  66.67%  $9,183  52.52%  $28,647  61.37%
Mount Moriah UMC  $1,071  75.00%  $568  66.67%  $1,639  71.88%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $824  66.67%  $496  66.67%  $1,320  66.67%
New Burnside UMC  $1,395  75.00%  $744  66.67%  $2,139  71.88%
Taylor UMC  $1,314  75.00%  $696  66.67%  $2,010  71.88%
Norris City UMC  $7,146  75.00%  $3,800  66.67%  $10,946  71.88%
Shiloh UMC  $1,269  75.00%  $672  66.67%  $1,941  71.88%
Olive Branch UMC  $1,791  75.00%  $952  66.67%  $2,743  71.88%
Tamms UMC  $2,385  75.00%  $1,113  58.33%  $3,498  68.75%
Ohio Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Pinckneyville UMC  $11,600  66.67%  $5,208  50.00%  $16,808  60.43%
Powers UMC  $1,719  75.00%  $912  66.67%  $2,631  71.88%
Rosiclare UMC  $2,988  100.00%  $1,788  100.00%  $4,776  100.00%
Sesser UMC  $4,176  75.00%  $2,224  66.67%  $6,400  71.88%
Valier UMC  $1,440  75.00%  $768  66.67%  $2,208  71.88%
Sunfield UMC  $7,002  75.00%  $3,728  66.67%  $10,730  71.88%
Tate's Chapel UMC  $2,682  75.00%  $1,432  66.67%  $4,114  71.88%
Broughton UMC  $1,596  100.00%  $960  100.00%  $2,556  100.00%

Vergennes Faith UMC  $1,395  26.30%  $760  23.90%  $2,155  25.00%
Vergennes Wesley UMC  $1,701  75.00%  $904  66.67%  $2,605  71.88%
Elkville UMC  $1,467  75.00%  $784  66.67%  $2,251  71.88%
Vienna UMC  $8,880  66.67%  $5,320  66.67%  $14,200  66.67%
Webb's Chapel UMC  $792  75.00%  $424  66.67%  $1,216  71.88%
West Frankfort Trinity UMC  $18,774  75.00%  $9,992  66.67%  $28,766  71.88%
Zeigler UMC  $2,330  83.33%  $1,120  66.67%  $3,450  77.08%
Royalton UMC  $1,350  75.00%  $720  66.67%  $2,070  71.88%
Zion UMC  $2,133  75.00%  $1,136  66.67%  $3,269  71.88%

Cache River District Totals  $405,467  65.31%  $213,547  57.44%  $619,014  62.36%

EMBARRAS RIVER DISTRICT       
Asbury UMC  $513  75.00%  $272  66.67%  $785  71.88%
Funkhouser UMC  $522  75.00%  $272  66.67%  $794  71.88%
Salem UMC  $387  75.00%  $156  50.00%  $543  65.58%
Altamont First UMC  $846  8.33%  $-    0.00%  $846  5.21%
Beecher City UMC  $3,078  75.00%  $1,435  58.33%  $4,513  68.75%
Shumway UMC  $2,880  75.00%  $1,536  66.67%  $4,416  71.88%
Brownstown UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Emmanuel UMC  $1,071  75.00%  $576  66.67%  $1,647  71.88%
Casey UMC  $14,679  58.33%  $8,792  58.33%  $23,471  58.33%
Charleston Otterbein UMC  $3,915  75.00%  $2,080  66.67%  $5,995  71.88%
Oakland UMC  $2,313  75.00%  $1,232  66.67%  $3,545  71.88%
Charleston Wesley UMC  $25,984  66.67%  $13,615  58.33%  $39,599  63.55%
Cowden UMC  $3,321  75.00%  $1,768  66.67%  $5,089  71.88%
Lakewood UMC  $1,971  75.00%  $1,048  66.67%  $3,019  71.88%
Dogwood Prairie UMC  $3,744  75.00%  $1,992  66.67%  $5,736  71.88%
Seed Chapel UMC  $1,962  75.00%  $1,040  66.67%  $3,002  71.88%
Effingham Centenary UMC  $24,759  75.00%  $13,176  66.67%  $37,935  71.88%
Falmouth UMC  $1,122  50.00%  $672  50.00%  $1,794  50.00%
Willow Hill UMC  $1,904  66.67%  $994  58.33%  $2,898  63.55%
Stewardson UMC  $2,976  66.67%  $1,784  66.67%  $4,760  66.67%
Mode UMC  $972  75.00%  $520  66.67%  $1,492  71.88%
Strasburg UMC  $3,504  100.00%  $2,100  100.00%  $5,604  100.00%
Washington UMC  $1,040  66.67%  $624  66.67%  $1,664  66.67%
Gaskill UMC  $882  75.00%  $464  66.67%  $1,346  71.88%
Flat Rock UMC  $2,880  75.00%  $1,528  66.67%  $4,408  71.88%
Palestine First UMC  $1,032  29.86%  $448  21.58%  $1,480  26.75%
Palestine Grace UMC  $1,144  66.67%  $688  66.67%  $1,832  66.67%
Greenup UMC  $1,818  75.00%  $968  66.67%  $2,786  71.88%
Cottonwood UMC  $927  75.00%  $488  66.67%  $1,415  71.88%
Lerna UMC  $960  100.00%  $576  100.00%  $1,536  100.00%
Harmon UMC  $966  71.24%  $514  62.99%  $1,480  68.14%
Montrose UMC  $990  75.00%  $528  66.67%  $1,518  71.88%
Woodbury UMC  $1,071  75.00%  $568  66.67%  $1,639  71.88%
Harvest UMC  $2,097  75.00%  $1,251  75.00%  $3,348  75.00%
Humboldt UMC  $1,719  75.00%  $912  66.67%  $2,631  71.88%
Hume UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Kansas UMC  $4,048  66.67%  $2,121  58.33%  $6,169  63.55%
Kirk Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Marshall Asbury UMC  $783  75.00%  $312  50.00%  $1,095  65.65%
Grandview UMC  $990  83.33%  $413  58.33%  $1,403  74.00%
Marshall First UMC  $18,621  75.00%  $8,666  58.33%  $27,287  68.76%
Marshall Armstrong UMC  $7,101  75.00%  $3,776  66.67%  $10,877  71.88%
Marshall Emmanuel UMC  $1,755  41.67%  $1,050  41.67%  $2,805  41.67%
Zion UMC  $3,483  75.00%  $1,856  66.67%  $5,339  71.88%
Marshall Trinity UMC  $4,338  75.00%  $2,304  66.67%  $6,642  71.88%
Dunlap UMC  $1,143  75.00%  $608  66.67%  $1,751  71.88%
Patton UMC  $1,935  75.00%  $1,032  66.67%  $2,967  71.88%
Martinsville UMC  $3,795  71.39%  $1,686  53.02%  $5,481  64.51%
Mattoon First UMC  $20,008  66.67%  $10,479  58.33%  $30,487  63.55%
Coffeen UMC  $1,448  66.67%  $864  66.67%  $2,312  66.67%
Fillmore UMC  $1,107  75.00%  $584  66.67%  $1,691  71.88%
Hillsboro UMC  $7,152  66.67%  $3,745  58.33%  $10,897  63.55%
Irving UMC  $1,341  75.00%  $720  66.67%  $2,061  71.88%
Witt UMC  $3,450  83.33%  $1,863  75.00%  $5,313  80.21%
Neoga Grace UMC  $7,785  75.00%  $3,626  58.33%  $11,411  68.76%
Toledo UMC  $2,268  100.00%  $1,356  100.00%  $3,624  100.00%
Etna UMC  $792  50.00%  $474  50.00%  $1,266  50.00%
Newton Grace UMC  $4,908  50.00%  $2,450  41.67%  $7,358  46.88%
Kedron UMC  $1,386  75.00%  $736  66.67%  $2,122  71.88%
Nokomis UMC  $7,065  75.00%  $3,760  66.67%  $10,825  71.88%
Oak Ridge UMC  $801  75.00%  $432  66.67%  $1,233  71.88%
Oblong Central UMC  $6,936  66.67%  $3,633  58.33%  $10,569  63.55%
Oblong Evangelical UMC  $8,478  75.00%  $4,512  66.67%  $12,990  71.88%
Oliver UMC  $1,170  75.00%  $624  66.67%  $1,794  71.88%
Paris First UMC  $13,149  75.00%  $6,992  66.67%  $20,141  71.88%
Paris Otterbein UMC  $5,400  75.00%  $2,872  66.67%  $8,272  71.88%
Vermilion UMC  $1,962  75.00%  $1,040  66.67%  $3,002  71.88%
Pearl Chapel UMC  $2,178  75.00%  $1,160  66.67%  $3,338  71.88%
Pleasant Valley UMC  $513  75.00%  $272  66.67%  $785  71.88%
Robinson First UMC  $16,623  75.00%  $8,848  66.67%  $25,471  71.88%
Robinson Otterbein UMC  $1,094  10.79%  $633  10.42%  $1,727  10.65%
Hutsonville UMC  $1,926  75.00%  $1,024  66.67%  $2,950  71.88%
Fairview UMC  $1,020  100.00%  $612  100.00%  $1,632  100.00%
Trinity Chapel UMC  $1,611  75.00%  $856  66.67%  $2,467  71.88%
Saint Elmo First UMC  $4,185  63.41%  $2,280  58.33%  $6,465  61.29%
Salem UMC  $519  15.39%  $314  15.58%  $833  15.46%
Scottland UMC  $696  66.67%  $312  50.00%  $1,008  60.43%
Fourth Street UMC  $2,100  100.00%  $1,260  100.00%  $3,360  100.00%
Wesley Chapel UMC  $945  75.00%  $504  66.67%  $1,449  71.88%
Shelbyville First UMC  $12,060  75.00%  $6,416  66.67%  $18,476  71.88%
Sugar Grove UMC  $2,592  75.00%  $1,376  66.67%  $3,968  71.88%
Tower Hill UMC  $2,544  66.67%  $1,330  58.33%  $3,874  63.55%
Herrick UMC  $2,781  75.00%  $1,480  66.67%  $4,261  71.88%
Vandalia Haley Chapel UMC  $783  75.00%  $416  66.67%  $1,199  71.88%
Mount Carmel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2017*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 75% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.
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Vandalia Luster Chapel UMC  $261  75.00%  $136  66.67%  $397  71.88%
Watson UMC  $3,942  75.00%  $2,096  66.67%  $6,038  71.88%
West Liberty UMC  $1,341  75.00%  $623  58.33%  $1,964  68.77%
Westfield UMC  $3,576  66.67%  $2,136  66.67%  $5,712  66.67%
Zion UMC  $1,593  75.00%  $848  66.67%  $2,441  71.88%
Zion Hill UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%

Embarras River District Totals  $329,430  66.97%  $174,135  59.14%  $503,564  64.04%

ILLINOIS RIVER DISTRICT 
Bartonville UMC  $5,589  75.00%  $2,976  66.67%  $8,565  71.88%
Kingston Mines UMC  $1,864  66.67%  $980  58.33%  $2,844  63.54%
Blue Ridge UMC  $1,040  66.67%  $624  66.67%  $1,664  66.67%
Bradford Leet Memorial UMC  $760  14.80%  $342  11.09%  $1,102  13.41%
Boyd's Grove UMC  $2,016  75.00%  $1,072  66.67%  $3,088  71.88%
Brimfield UMC  $1,440  75.00%  $768  66.67%  $2,208  71.88%
Canton South Park UMC  $2,106  75.00%  $1,120  66.67%  $3,226  71.88%
Shields' Chapel UMC  $3,168  75.00%  $1,688  66.67%  $4,856  71.88%
Canton Wesley UMC  $31,216  66.67%  $16,352  58.33%  $47,568  63.55%
Chillicothe First UMC  $15,280  66.67%  $8,001  58.33%  $23,281  63.55%
Crossroads UMC  $63,198  75.00%  $33,632  66.67%  $96,830  71.88%
Cuba UMC  $5,376  100.00%  $3,216  100.00%  $8,592  100.00%
London Mills UMC  $3,798  75.00%  $2,024  66.67%  $5,822  71.88%
East Peoria Faith UMC  $2,943  75.00%  $1,568  66.67%  $4,511  71.88%
Deer Creek UMC  $1,278  75.00%  $510  50.00%  $1,788  65.64%
Delavan UMC  $9,176  66.67%  $4,809  58.33%  $13,985  63.55%
Dunlap Prospect UMC  $13,707  75.00%  $7,296  66.67%  $21,003  71.88%
East Peoria First UMC  $19,395  75.00%  $10,320  66.67%  $29,715  71.88%
Eureka UMC  $13,086  75.00%  $6,960  66.67%  $20,046  71.88%
Farmington UMC  $310  3.75%  $95  1.92%  $405  3.06%
Glasford UMC  $2,535  29.18%  $1,440  27.71%  $3,975  28.63%
Green Valley First UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hanna City UMC  $3,156  50.00%  $1,890  50.00%  $5,046  50.00%
Trivoli UMC  $3,879  75.00%  $2,064  66.67%  $5,943  71.88%
Henry UMC  $2,350  32.05%  $1,750  39.85%  $4,100  34.97%
Washburn UMC  $1,874  42.55%  $1,186  44.92%  $3,060  43.44%
Kewanee First UMC  $17,838  75.00%  $9,496  66.67%  $27,334  71.88%
Lacon Sparland UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Varna UMC  $2,997  75.00%  $1,592  66.67%  $4,589  71.88%
LaFayette UMC  $80  2.10%  $80  3.51%  $160  2.62%
West Jersey UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Laura UMC  $2,070  75.00%  $1,096  66.67%  $3,166  71.88%
Monica UMC  $594  50.00%  $295  41.67%  $889  46.89%
Lewistown UMC  $8,748  75.00%  $4,656  66.67%  $13,404  71.88%
Mackinaw UMC  $12,448  66.67%  $6,517  58.33%  $18,965  63.55%
Manito UMC  $1,540  16.67%  $922  16.67%  $2,462  16.67%
Maples Mill UMC  $3,330  75.00%  $1,776  66.67%  $5,106  71.88%
Morton UMC  $40,203  75.00%  $21,392  66.67%  $61,595  71.88%
Mossville UMC  $11,547  75.00%  $6,144  66.67%  $17,691  71.88%
Mount Pleasant UMC  $1,944  100.00%  $1,164  100.00%  $3,108  100.00%
Norris UMC  $567  75.00%  $304  66.67%  $871  71.88%
Providence Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Pekin First UMC  $28,193  73.08%  $15,104  65.39%  $43,297  70.20%
Pekin Grace UMC  $32,319  75.00%  $17,200  66.67%  $49,519  71.88%
Peoria Bethel UMC  $14,562  75.00%  $6,783  58.33%  $21,345  68.76%
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC  $31,908  73.88%  $17,240  66.67%  $49,148  71.18%
Peoria First UMC  $72,639  75.00%  $38,656  66.67%  $111,295  71.88%
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC  $11,340  75.00%  $6,040  66.67%  $17,380  71.88%
Peoria Northwest UMC  $9,184  66.67%  $4,816  58.33%  $14,000  63.55%
Peoria University UMC  $23,850  75.00%  $12,696  66.67%  $36,546  71.88%
Princeville UMC  $11,565  75.00%  $6,152  66.67%  $17,717  71.88%
RiversEdge UMC  $7,317  75.00%  $3,409  58.33%  $10,726  68.76%
Saint David UMC  $184  66.67%  $98  58.33%  $282  63.51%
Bryant UMC  $540  100.00%  $324  100.00%  $864  100.00%
Sheffield UMC  $1,692  75.00%  $904  66.67%  $2,596  71.88%
Smithfield Brock UMC  $2,223  75.00%  $1,036  58.33%  $3,259  68.76%
Locust Lane UMC  $1,184  66.67%  $712  66.67%  $1,896  66.67%
Texas UMC  $567  75.00%  $304  66.67%  $871  71.88%
Tiskilwa Community Church UM/AB  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Toulon UMC  $4,168  33.33%  $2,496  33.33%  $6,664  33.33%
Tremont UMC  $17,973  75.00%  $9,560  66.67%  $27,533  71.88%
Washington Evangelical UMC  $14,679  75.00%  $7,816  66.67%  $22,495  71.88%
White Chapel UMC  $1,719  75.00%  $912  66.67%  $2,631  71.88%
Monterey UMC  $1,456  66.67%  $872  66.67%  $2,328  66.67%
Willow Hill UMC  $25,452  75.00%  $12,568  66.67%  $38,020  71.88%
Wyoming UMC  $4,185  75.00%  $2,224  66.67%  $6,409  71.88%
Neponset UMC  $2,367  75.00%  $1,264  66.67%  $3,631  71.88%
Zion Evangelical UMC  $622  16.67%  $372  16.67%  $994  16.67%

Illinois River District Totals  $636,334  69.29%  $337,675  61.41%  $974,008  66.34%

IROQUOIS RIVER DISTRICT
Allerton UMC  $1,539  75.00%  $824  66.67%  $2,363  71.88%
Arcola UMC  $9,288  75.00%  $4,944  66.67%  $14,232  71.88%
Arthur UMC  $10,944  75.00%  $5,824  66.67%  $16,768  71.88%
Batestown UMC  $2,583  75.00%  $1,376  66.67%  $3,959  71.88%
Union Corner UMC  $1,836  75.00%  $976  66.67%  $2,812  71.88%
Bellflower UMC  $2,232  75.00%  $1,192  66.67%  $3,424  71.88%
Bement UMC  $9,414  75.00%  $5,008  66.67%  $14,422  71.88%
Camargo UMC  $3,285  75.00%  $1,744  66.67%  $5,029  71.88%
Catlin UMC  $6,300  58.33%  $3,773  58.33%  $10,073  58.33%
Centerville UMC  $3,762  75.00%  $2,000  66.67%  $5,762  71.88%
Seymour UMC  $1,476  75.00%  $784  66.67%  $2,260  71.88%
White Heath UMC  $1,197  75.00%  $640  66.67%  $1,837  71.88%
Champaign Faith UMC  $22,956  50.00%  $13,746  50.00%  $36,702  50.00%
Champaign First UMC  $39,609  75.00%  $21,080  66.67%  $60,689  71.88%
Champaign New Horizon UMC  $51,624  75.00%  $27,472  66.67%  $79,096  71.88%
Cissna Park UMC  $1,953  75.00%  $1,040  66.67%  $2,993  71.88%

Rankin UMC  $5,016  100.00%  $3,000  100.00%  $8,016  100.00%
Collison UMC  $1,314  75.00%  $696  66.67%  $2,010  71.88%
Countryside UMC  $6,858  75.00%  $3,648  66.67%  $10,506  71.88%
Tolono UMC  $6,426  75.00%  $3,424  66.67%  $9,850  71.88%
Danville Farmers Chapel UMC  $3,312  75.00%  $1,760  66.67%  $5,072  71.88%
Danville First UMC  $2,727  75.00%  $1,448  66.67%  $4,175  71.88%
Danville Bowman Avenue UMC  $2,772  75.00%  $1,480  66.67%  $4,252  71.88%
Danville Saint James UMC  $38,448  75.00%  $20,464  66.67%  $58,912  71.88%
Donovan UMC  $2,344  66.67%  $1,400  66.67%  $3,744  66.67%
Crescent City UMC  $2,259  75.00%  $1,200  66.67%  $3,459  71.88%
Fairmount UMC  $1,377  75.00%  $736  66.67%  $2,113  71.88%
Fairview UMC  $1,150  83.33%  $621  75.00%  $1,771  80.21%
Georgetown UMC  $2,277  75.00%  $1,208  66.67%  $3,485  71.88%
Farmer City UMC  $4,718  58.33%  $2,821  58.33%  $7,539  58.33%
Weedman UMC  $1,908  75.00%  $1,143  75.00%  $3,051  75.00%
Fisher UMC  $3,762  75.00%  $2,000  66.67%  $5,762  71.88%
Fithian UMC  $4,469  75.00%  $2,376  66.67%  $6,845  71.88%
Oakwood UMC  $4,626  75.00%  $2,156  58.33%  $6,782  68.76%
Hebron UMC  $1,206  75.00%  $640  66.67%  $1,846  71.88%
Gibson City UMC  $16,389  75.00%  $7,630  58.33%  $24,019  68.76%
Gifford UMC  $1,521  75.00%  $808  66.67%  $2,329  71.88%
Gilman UMC  $165  2.21%  $65  1.45%  $230  1.92%
Ashkum UMC  $2,880  75.00%  $1,536  66.67%  $4,416  71.88%
Hindsboro UMC  $1,530  75.00%  $950  77.61%  $2,480  75.98%
Homer UMC  $7,398  75.00%  $3,936  66.67%  $11,334  71.88%
Hoopeston UMC  $6,416  66.67%  $3,360  58.33%  $9,776  63.55%
Wellington UMC  $1,164  50.00%  $696  50.00%  $1,860  50.00%
Iroquois UMC  $432  75.00%  $232  66.67%  $664  71.88%
Sheldon UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Loda UMC  $8,271  75.00%  $3,850  58.33%  $12,121  68.76%
Ludlow UMC  $2,376  75.00%  $1,264  66.67%  $3,640  71.88%
Mahomet UMC  $23,688  75.00%  $12,608  66.67%  $36,296  71.88%
Mansfield UMC  $7,263  75.00%  $3,864  66.67%  $11,127  71.88%
Melvin UMC  $3,222  50.00%  $1,926  50.00%  $5,148  50.00%
Middlefork UMC  $3,240  75.00%  $1,720  66.67%  $4,960  71.88%
Milford UMC  $3,645  75.00%  $1,936  66.67%  $5,581  71.88%
Woodland UMC  $976  66.67%  $584  66.67%  $1,560  66.67%
Mount Vernon UMC  $2,790  75.00%  $1,488  66.67%  $4,278  71.88%
Bondville UMC  $2,889  75.00%  $1,536  66.67%  $4,425  71.88%
Newman UMC  $4,185  75.00%  $2,224  66.67%  $6,409  71.88%
Murdock UMC  $1,500  100.00%  $900  100.00%  $2,400  100.00%
Ogden UMC  $2,475  75.00%  $1,320  66.67%  $3,795  71.88%
Broadlands UMC  $2,871  75.00%  $1,528  66.67%  $4,399  71.88%
Onarga UMC  $175  2.23%  $518  11.04%  $693  5.53%
Piper City UMC  $616  16.67%  $368  16.67%  $984  16.67%
Paxton First UMC  $15,165  75.00%  $8,072  66.67%  $23,237  71.88%
Pesotum UMC  $928  66.67%  $490  58.33%  $1,418  63.53%
Quest Grace UMC  $25,992  67.00%  $15,560  66.67%  $41,552  66.67%
Rantoul First UMC  $13,770  66.67%  $7,328  66.67%  $21,098  71.88%
Ridge Farm UMC  $1,269  75.00%  $672  66.67%  $1,941  71.88%
Indianola UMC  $1,071  75.00%  $568  66.67%  $1,639  71.88%
Roberts UMC  $1,467  75.00%  $784  66.67%  $2,251  71.88%
Rossville UMC  $8,680  66.67%  $4,550  58.33%  $13,230  63.98%
Bismarck UMC  $4,077  75.00%  $2,168  66.67%  $6,245  71.88%
Sadorus UMC  $1,836  100.00%  $1,104  100.00%  $2,940  100.00%
Parkville UMC  $704  66.67%  $371  58.33%  $1,075  63.53%
Saint Joseph UMC  $13,120  83.33%  $5,502  58.33%  $18,622  73.97%
Savoy UMC  $16,956  75.00%  $9,024  66.67%  $25,980  71.88%
Shiloh UMC  $2,484  75.00%  $1,320  66.67%  $3,804  71.88%
Sidell UMC  $6,678  75.00%  $3,552  66.67%  $10,230  71.88%
Chrisman UMC  $4,743  75.00%  $2,528  66.67%  $7,271  71.88%
Sullivan UMC  $16,173  75.00%  $7,532  58.33%  $23,705  68.76%
Tuscola UMC  $17,091  75.00%  $9,096  66.67%  $26,187  71.88%
Urbana First UMC  $7,675  41.67%  $4,595  41.67%  $12,270  41.67%
Urbana Wesley UMC  $21,528  75.00%  $10,024  58.33%  $31,552  68.76%
Villa Grove UMC  $8,919  75.00%  $4,744  66.67%  $13,663  71.88%
Watseka UMC  $12,784  66.67%  $6,699  58.33%  $19,483  63.53%
Weldon UMC  $3,520  66.67%  $2,104  66.67%  $5,624  66.67%

Iroquois River District Totals  $581,674  70.04%  $309,878  62.33%  $891,552  67.15%

KASKASKIA RIVER DISTRICT
Adams Corner UMC  $567  75.00%  $304  66.67%  $871  71.88%
Albion UMC  $8,253  75.00%  $4,392  66.67%  $12,645  71.88%
Bethel UMC  $3,114  75.00%  $1,656  66.67%  $4,770  71.88%
Allendale UMC  $1,926  75.00%  $1,024  66.67%  $2,950  71.88%
Alma UMC  $999  75.00%  $536  66.67%  $1,535  71.88%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $639  75.00%  $344  66.67%  $983  71.88%
Asbury Chapel UMC  $1,089  75.00%  $584  66.67%  $1,673  71.88%
Bellmont UMC  $1,200  66.67%  $720  66.67%  $1,920  66.67%
Ashley UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Beulah UMC  $10,251  75.00%  $5,456  66.67%  $15,707  71.88%
Bonnie UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bridgeport UMC  $6,831  75.00%  $3,640  66.67%  $10,471  71.88%
Petrolia UMC  $1,062  75.00%  $568  66.67%  $1,630  71.88%
Centralia First UMC  $9,640  66.67%  $5,768  66.67%  $15,408  66.67%
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2017*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 75% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.

District/Church
CS/Adm
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% Paid

B/CM
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B/CM
% Paid
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Paid

Total 
% Paid

District/Church CS/Adm
Paid

CS/Adm
% Paid

B/CM
Paid

B/CM
% Paid

Total
Paid

Total 
% Paid

Irvington UMC  $1,341  75.00%  $712  66.67%  $2,053  71.88%
Claremont UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Prairieton UMC  $160  39.22%  $-    0.00%  $160  25.00%
Cornerstone UMC  $1,575  75.00%  $840  66.67%  $2,415  71.88%
Dix UMC  $1,233  75.00%  $656  66.67%  $1,889  71.88%
Union Chapel UMC  $976  66.67%  $584  66.67%  $1,560  66.67%
Garrison Temple UMC  $801  75.00%  $424  66.67%  $1,225  71.88%
Enterprise UMC  $3,069  75.00%  $1,632  66.67%  $4,701  71.88%
West UMC  $2,322  75.00%  $1,232  66.67%  $3,554  71.88%
Fairfield Ellen Moore UMC  $3,222  75.00%  $1,712  66.67%  $4,934  71.88%
Cisne UMC  $1,080  75.00%  $576  66.67%  $1,656  71.88%
Johnsonville UMC  $1,278  75.00%  $680  66.67%  $1,958  71.88%
Bethel UMC  $1,161  75.00%  $693  75.00%  $1,854  75.00%
Fairfield First UMC  $17,217  75.00%  $9,160  66.67%  $26,377  71.88%
Parkersburg UMC  $945  75.00%  $504  66.67%  $1,449  71.88%
Ebenezer Sams UMC  $1,140  100.00%  $684  100.00%  $1,824  100.00%
Little Wabash UMC  $1,134  75.00%  $600  66.67%  $1,734  71.88%
Calhoun UMC  $1,590  83.33%  $855  75.00%  $2,445  80.22%
Ebenezer North UMC  $2,160  75.00%  $1,152  66.67%  $3,312  71.88%
Farina UMC  $6,930  75.00%  $3,688  66.67%  $10,618  71.88%
Flora First UMC  $12,852  75.00%  $6,840  66.67%  $19,692  71.88%
Flora Trinity UMC  $1,584  75.00%  $840  66.67%  $2,424  71.88%
Golden Gate UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Conway UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Grayville UMC  $5,337  75.00%  $2,840  66.67%  $8,177  71.88%
Browns UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hopewell UMC  $75  17.36%  $55  21.83%  $130  19.06%
Olive Branch UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Ina UMC  $1,269  75.00%  $672  66.67%  $1,941  71.88%
Waltonville UMC  $918  75.00%  $488  66.67%  $1,406  71.88%
Kinmundy First UMC  $16,857  75.00%  $8,968  66.67%  $25,825  71.88%
Wesley UMC  $1,752  100.00%  $1,056  100.00%  $2,808  100.00%
Lancaster UMC  $774  75.00%  $416  66.67%  $1,190  71.88%
Nye Chapel UMC  $567  75.00%  $304  66.67%  $871  71.88%
Lawrenceville First UMC  $10,899  75.00%  $4,930  56.67%  $15,829  68.13%
Billett UMC  $4,455  75.00%  $2,368  66.67%  $6,823  71.88%
Lawrenceville Otterbein UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Lawrenceville Zion UMC  $2,583  75.00%  $1,376  66.67%  $3,959  71.88%
Louisville UMC  $4,203  75.00%  $2,232  66.67%  $6,435  71.88%
May Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC  $14,157  75.00%  $7,536  66.67%  $21,693  71.88%
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC  $8,982  75.00%  $4,784  66.67%  $13,766  71.88%
Mount Vernon Epworth UMC  $4,195  75.00%  $2,232  66.67%  $6,427  71.88%
Wayne City UMC  $2,673  75.00%  $1,424  66.67%  $4,097  71.88%
Zion UMC  $2,088  66.67%  $1,092  58.33%  $3,180  63.55%
Mount Vernon First UMC  $33,075  75.00%  $17,600  66.67%  $50,675  71.88%
Mount Vernon Wesley UMC  $2,140  33.33%  $1,120  29.17%  $3,260  31.77%
Bluford Otterbein UMC  $1,224  75.00%  $567  58.33%  $1,791  68.78%
Mount Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC  $13,149  75.00%  $7,000  66.67%  $20,149  71.88%
Mount Zion UMC  $1,197  37.50%  $636  33.33%  $1,833  35.94%
Brown's Chapel UMC  $787  33.33%  $473  33.33%  $1,260  33.33%
Odin UMC  $900  75.00%  $480  66.67%  $1,380  71.88%
Gilead UMC  $1,176  100.00%  $696  100.00%  $1,872  100.00%
Olney First UMC  $18,495  75.00%  $9,840  66.67%  $28,335  71.88%
Olney Immanuel UMC  $2,534  22.85%  $1,348  20.31%  $3,882  21.90%
Olney Saint Paul UMC  $4,264  66.67%  $2,552  66.67%  $6,816  66.67%
Pinkstaff UMC  $2,430  75.00%  $1,288  66.67%  $3,718  71.88%
Chauncey-Landes UMC  $1,180  83.33%  $560  66.67%  $1,740  77.13%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $636  100.00%  $384  100.00%  $1,020  100.00%
Richview UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Saint Francisville UMC  $2,024  66.67%  $1,208  66.67%  $3,232  66.67%
Salem Grace UMC  $20,728  66.67%  $12,408  66.67%  $33,136  66.67%
Salem Trinity UMC  $5,976  75.00%  $3,184  66.67%  $9,160  71.88%
Iuka UMC  $2,934  75.00%  $1,560  66.67%  $4,494  71.88%
Sandoval UMC  $4,554  75.00%  $2,424  66.67%  $6,978  71.88%
Patoka UMC  $4,401  75.00%  $2,344  66.67%  $6,745  71.88%
Boulder UMC  $1,575  75.00%  $832  66.67%  $2,407  71.88%
Shattuc UMC  $3,438  75.00%  $1,832  66.67%  $5,270  71.88%
Sumner UMC  $3,654  29.91%  $2,132  29.17%  $5,786  29.64%
Clay City UMC  $3,681  75.00%  $1,960  66.67%  $5,641  71.88%
Harmony UMC  $2,718  75.00%  $1,448  66.67%  $4,166  71.88%
Bethel UMC  $-    0.00%  $1,424  66.67%  $1,424  25.00%
Union Chapel UMC  $1,026  75.00%  $544  66.67%  $1,570  71.88%
Vandalia First UMC  $19,917  75.00%  $10,600  66.67%  $30,517  71.88%
West Salem Zion UMC  $5,025  54.17%  $2,778  50.00%  $7,803  52.61%
Xenia UMC  $3,879  75.00%  $2,064  66.67%  $5,943  71.88%

Kaskaskia River District Totals  $359,840  67.96%  $195,115  61.56%  $554,955  65.57%

LAMOINE RIVER DISTRICT 
Ashland UMC  $2,988  75.00%  $1,393  58.33%  $4,381  68.75%
Peter Cartwright UMC  $3,708  75.00%  $1,976  66.67%  $5,684  71.88%
Astoria UMC  $1,413  75.00%  $658  58.33%  $2,071  68.75%
Sheldon's Grove UMC  $1,341  75.00%  $712  66.67%  $2,053  71.88%
Batchtown UMC  $747  75.00%  $400  66.67%  $1,147  71.88%
Beardstown UMC  $6,564  50.00%  $3,930  50.00%  $10,494  50.00%

Bethel UMC  $864  50.00%  $344  33.33%  $1,208  43.77%
Grafton UMC  $2,244  100.00%  $1,344  100.00%  $3,588  100.00%
Bluff Springs UMC  $900  75.00%  $480  66.67%  $1,380  71.88%
Griggsville UMC  $3,232  66.67%  $1,936  66.67%  $5,168  66.67%
New Salem UMC  $864  75.00%  $456  66.67%  $1,320  71.88%
Detroit UMC  $1,764  100.00%  $1,056  100.00%  $2,820  100.00%
Florence UMC  $252  75.00%  $136  66.67%  $388  71.88%
Oxville UMC  $552  100.00%  $324  100.00%  $876  100.00%
Perry UMC  $2,744  66.67%  $1,640  66.67%  $4,384  66.67%
Browning UMC  $900  75.00%  $480  66.67%  $1,380  71.88%
Sugar Grove UMC  $1,552  66.67%  $696  50.00%  $2,248  60.43%
Camp Point UMC  $7,182  75.00%  $3,824  66.67%  $11,006  71.88%
Centennial Ebenezer UMC  $1,278  50.00%  $762  50.00%  $2,040  50.00%
Carlinville UMC  $10,731  58.33%  $6,426  58.33%  $17,157  58.33%
Carrollton UMC  $1,812  50.00%  $1,086  50.00%  $2,898  50.00%
Christ UMC  $5,184  100.00%  $3,108  100.00%  $8,292  100.00%
Carthage First UMC  $33  0.00%  $4,221  50.90%  $4,254  19.21%
Clayton Federated UMC  $242  7.36%  $142  7.22%  $384  7.31%
Concord UMC  $1,080  75.00%  $576  66.67%  $1,656  71.88%
Arenzville UMC  $4,122  75.00%  $2,192  66.67%  $6,314  71.88%
Doddsville UMC  $1,557  75.00%  $832  66.67%  $2,389  71.88%
Bluffs UMC  $2,610  75.00%  $1,384  66.67%  $3,994  71.88%
Naples UMC  $1,440  75.00%  $672  58.33%  $2,112  68.75%
Beverly UMC  $1,206  75.00%  $640  66.67%  $1,846  71.88%
Plainville UMC  $1,269  75.00%  $680  66.67%  $1,949  71.88%
Richfield UMC  $972  75.00%  $585  75.00%  $1,557  75.00%
Franklin UMC  $1,888  66.67%  $1,128  66.67%  $3,016  66.67%
Durbin UMC  $2,061  75.00%  $1,096  66.67%  $3,157  71.88%
Greenfield UMC  $4,824  66.67%  $2,888  66.67%  $7,712  66.67%
Rockbridge UMC  $1,770  50.00%  $1,056  50.00%  $2,826  50.00%
Hamilton UMC  $2,936  66.67%  $1,760  66.67%  $4,696  66.67%
Warsaw UMC  $3,330  75.00%  $1,768  66.67%  $5,098  71.88%
Havana First UMC  $10,000  66.67%  $5,238  58.33%  $15,238  63.56%
Industry UMC  $5,598  75.00%  $2,984  66.67%  $8,582  71.88%
Vermont UMC  $2,280  66.67%  $1,197  58.33%  $3,477  63.54%
Jacksonville Centenary UMC  $8,730  41.67%  $3,135  25.00%  $11,865  35.43%
Jacksonville Brooklyn UMC  $3,465  75.00%  $2,070  75.00%  $5,535  75.00%
Jacksonville Grace UMC  $18,693  75.00%  $9,944  66.67%  $28,637  71.88%
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC  $10,980  75.00%  $5,840  66.67%  $16,820  71.88%
Jerseyville UMC  $25,686  75.00%  $13,672  66.67%  $39,358  71.88%
Littleton UMC  $1,440  75.00%  $768  66.67%  $2,208  71.88%
Living Faith UMC  $6,265  58.33%  $3,752  58.33%  $10,017  58.33%
Loraine UMC  $1,275  25.00%  $508  16.67%  $1,783  21.88%
Manchester UMC  $1,152  75.00%  $616  66.67%  $1,768  71.88%
Mount Sterling First UMC  $3,540  41.67%  $2,120  41.67%  $5,660  41.67%
Columbus UMC  $1,485  75.00%  $792  66.67%  $2,277  71.88%
Murrayville UMC  $7,632  75.00%  $4,064  66.67%  $11,696  71.88%
Jacksonville Asbury UMC  $1,472  66.67%  $880  66.67%  $2,352  66.67%
New Hope UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Palmyra UMC  $2,223  75.00%  $1,184  66.67%  $3,407  71.88%
Modesto UMC  $1,476  75.00%  $784  66.67%  $2,260  71.88%
Paloma UMC  $1,596  100.00%  $948  100.00%  $2,544  100.00%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $2,655  75.00%  $1,408  66.67%  $4,063  71.88%
Payson UMC  $2,592  75.00%  $1,376  66.67%  $3,968  71.88%
Pittsfield UMC  $3,366  19.57%  $2,216  21.52%  $5,582  20.30%
Oakford UMC  $478  8.33%  $286  8.33%  $764  8.33%
Bath UMC  $875  58.33%  $525  58.33%  $1,400  58.33%
Fairview UMC  $1,305  75.00%  $696  66.67%  $2,001  71.88%
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC  $10,278  50.00%  $6,156  50.00%  $16,434  50.00%
Quincy Union UMC  $13,284  75.00%  $5,298  50.00%  $18,582  65.64%
Quincy Vermont Street UMC  $28,143  75.00%  $14,976  66.67%  $43,119  71.88%
Rosedale UMC  $3,336  100.00%  $1,992  100.00%  $5,328  100.00%
Rural UMC  $3,696  100.00%  $2,208  100.00%  $5,904  100.00%
Rushville First UMC  $14,049  75.00%  $7,480  66.67%  $21,529  71.88%
Barry UMC  $3,681  75.00%  $1,960  66.67%  $5,641  71.88%
Hull UMC  $3,094  58.33%  $1,325  41.67%  $4,419  52.09%
New Canton UMC  $1,440  75.00%  $768  66.67%  $2,208  71.88%
Pleasant Hill UMC  $1,836  75.00%  $976  66.67%  $2,812  71.88%
Hamburg UMC  $224  58.33%  $133  58.33%  $357  58.33%
Virden First UMC  $5,958  75.00%  $3,168  66.67%  $9,126  71.88%
Girard UMC  $5,022  75.00%  $2,672  66.67%  $7,694  71.88%
Virginia UMC  $9,963  75.00%  $5,304  66.67%  $15,267  71.88%
Waverly UMC  $6,786  75.00%  $3,608  66.67%  $10,394  71.88%
Brooklyn UMC  $900  75.00%  $480  66.67%  $1,380  71.88%
Ebenezer UMC  $747  75.00%  $392  66.67%  $1,139  71.88%
Houston UMC  $1,125  75.00%  $600  66.67%  $1,725  71.88%
Camden UMC  $2,061  75.00%  $1,096  66.67%  $3,157  71.88%
Winchester UMC  $12,024  100.00%  $7,200  100.00%  $19,224  100.00%

LaMoine River District Totals  $344,062  64.97%  $189,582  59.80%  $533,644  63.03%

MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT 
Alton Grace UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Hartford UMC  $1,552  66.67%  $928  66.67%  $2,480  66.67%
Elsah UMC  $2,004  100.00%  $1,200  100.00%  $3,204  100.00%
Alton Main Street UMC  $7,054  16.67%  $4,224  16.67%  $11,278  16.67%
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC  $95,463  75.00%  $50,800  66.67%  $146,263  71.88%
Belleville Signal Hill UMC  $5,059  47.64%  $2,264  35.60%  $7,324  43.13%
Belleville Union UMC  $12,951  25.00%  $10,340  33.33%  $23,291  28.12%
Benld UMC  $2,533  66.67%  $1,523  66.67%  $4,056  66.67%
Bethalto UMC  $2,512  13.93%  $1,294  11.98%  $3,806  13.20%
Brighton Saint Paul UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bunker Hill UMC  $1,521  75.00%  $808  66.67%  $2,329  71.88%
Carlyle First UMC  $6,710  41.67%  $3,618  37.50%  $10,328  40.11%
Huey UMC  $1,251  75.00%  $664  66.67%  $1,915  71.88%
Beckemeyer UMC  $864  75.00%  $456  66.67%  $1,320  71.88%
Caseyville UMC  $7,461  75.00%  $3,968  66.67%  $11,429  71.88%
Chester First UMC  $4,473  75.00%  $2,384  66.67%  $6,857  71.88%
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2017*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 75% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.
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Collinsville First UMC  $7,784  58.33%  $4,662  58.33%  $12,446  58.33%
Columbia Bethany UMC  $11,624  66.67%  $6,090  58.33%  $17,714  63.55%
Coulterville UMC  $4,968  75.00%  $2,640  66.67%  $7,608  71.88%
Tilden UMC  $1,480  66.67%  $888  66.67%  $2,368  66.67%
East Alton First UMC  $-    0.00%  $1,967  20.67%  $1,967  8.33%
East Saint Louis Trinity UMC  $3,348  44.08%  $1,824  40.11%  $5,172  42.59%
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC  $11,384  66.67%  $6,178  60.43%  $17,562  64.33%
Edwardsville Saint John's UMC  $21,963  60.91%  $12,391  57.40%  $34,354  59.59%
Ellis Grove UMC  $1,334  75.00%  $712  66.67%  $2,046  71.88%
New Palestine UMC  $1,665  75.00%  $888  66.67%  $2,553  71.88%
Preston UMC  $360  66.67%  $216  66.67%  $576  66.67%
Fairview Heights Christ UMC  $108,276  50.00%  $64,824  50.00%  $173,100  50.00%
Fairview Heights Prospect Park UMC  $1,504  66.67%  $791  58.33%  $2,295  63.54%
Gillespie First UMC  $8,784  75.00%  $4,672  66.67%  $13,456  71.88%
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC  $13,329  75.00%  $7,096  66.67%  $20,425  71.88%
Godfrey First UMC  $19,840  66.67%  $10,395  58.33%  $30,235  63.55%
Granite City Dewey Avenue UMC  $444  16.89%  $206  13.10%  $650  15.48%
Granite City Nameoki UMC  $1,450  8.33%  $868  8.33%  $2,318  8.33%
Granite City Niedringhaus UMC  $1,603  18.05%  $664  12.49%  $2,267  15.97%
Granite City Trinity UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Greenville First UMC  $12,690  75.00%  $6,752  66.67%  $19,442  71.88%
Highland Hope UMC  $21,492  75.00%  $11,440  66.67%  $32,932  71.88%
Keyesport UMC  $1,179  75.00%  $624  66.67%  $1,803  71.88%
Lebanon First UMC  $12,771  75.00%  $6,800  66.67%  $19,571  71.88%
Litchfield Saint Timothy UMC  $1,732  16.67%  $518  8.33%  $2,250  13.55%
Marissa UMC  $4,392  75.00%  $2,336  66.67%  $6,728  71.88%
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC  $11,709  75.00%  $6,232  66.67%  $17,941  71.88%
Mascoutah Bethel UMC  $18,198  75.00%  $9,680  66.67%  $27,878  71.88%
Medora UMC  $1,062  75.00%  $568  66.67%  $1,630  71.88%
Piasa UMC  $990  75.00%  $528  66.67%  $1,518  71.88%
Mount Olive UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Sorento UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Mulberry Grove UMC  $1,539  75.00%  $816  66.67%  $2,355  71.88%
Pleasant Mound UMC  $912  100.00%  $552  100.00%  $1,464  100.00%
Nashville Grace UMC  $15,273  75.00%  $8,128  66.67%  $23,401  71.88%
New Athens UMC  $3,654  75.00%  $1,944  66.67%  $5,598  71.88%
New Baden UMC  $5,481  75.00%  $2,920  66.67%  $8,401  71.88%
O'Fallon First UMC  $42,744  66.67%  $22,393  58.33%  $65,137  63.55%
Okawville UMC  $1,755  75.00%  $936  66.67%  $2,691  71.88%
Pocahontas UMC  $4,888  66.67%  $2,928  66.67%  $7,816  66.67%
Panama UMC  $930  35.55%  $570  36.54%  $1,500  35.92%
Rosewood Heights Saint Paul UMC  $1,828  8.33%  $1,094  8.33%  $2,922  8.33%
Shiloh UMC  $18,033  53.98%  $9,370  46.84%  $27,403  51.30%
Shipman UMC  $2,907  75.00%  $1,737  75.00%  $4,644  75.00%
Dorchester UMC  $900  75.00%  $480  66.67%  $1,380  71.88%
Sparta First UMC  $12,632  66.67%  $5,670  50.00%  $18,302  60.43%
Staunton UMC  $2,344  66.67%  $1,408  66.67%  $3,752  66.67%
Steeleville UMC  $1,683  75.00%  $672  50.00%  $2,355  65.64%
Percy UMC  $1,710  75.00%  $684  50.00%  $2,394  65.64%
Trenton First UMC  $9,909  75.00%  $5,272  66.67%  $15,181  71.88%
Troy UMC  $33,096  66.67%  $17,339  58.33%  $50,435  63.55%
Worden UMC  $1,638  75.00%  $872  66.67%  $2,510  71.88%
Saint Jacob UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Wanda UMC  $2,780  33.33%  $1,664  33.33%  $4,444  33.33%
Wood River First UMC  $6,084  75.00%  $3,240  66.67%  $9,324  71.88%

Mississippi River District Totals  $631,483  54.68%  $348,610  50.41%  $980,084  53.08%

SANGAMON RIVER DISTRICT
Argenta UMC  $4,077  75.00%  $2,168  66.67%  $6,245  71.88%
Warrensburg UMC  $2,704  66.67%  $1,421  58.33%  $4,125  63.54%
Assumption UMC  $2,439  75.00%  $1,134  58.33%  $3,573  68.76%
Findlay UMC  $2,295  75.00%  $1,224  66.67%  $3,519  71.88%
Windsor UMC  $2,646  75.00%  $1,408  66.67%  $4,054  71.88%
Athens UMC  $6,309  75.00%  $3,360  66.67%  $9,669  71.88%
Cantrall UMC  $3,870  75.00%  $2,056  66.67%  $5,926  71.88%
Auburn UMC  $10,359  75.00%  $4,823  58.33%  $15,182  68.76%
Beason UMC  $2,385  75.00%  $1,272  66.67%  $3,657  71.88%
McLean UMC  $4,338  75.00%  $2,312  66.67%  $6,650  71.88%
Waynesville UMC  $5,736  100.00%  $3,432  100.00%  $9,168  100.00%
Bethel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Bissell UMC  $1,287  75.00%  $680  66.67%  $1,967  71.88%
Blue Mound UMC  $7,875  75.00%  $4,192  66.67%  $12,067  71.88%
Buckeye UMC  $1,890  75.00%  $1,008  66.67%  $2,898  71.88%
Owaneco UMC  $2,034  75.00%  $1,080  66.67%  $3,114  71.88%
South Fork UMC  $4,149  75.00%  $2,208  66.67%  $6,357  71.88%
Chatham UMC  $21,096  66.67%  $11,053  58.33%  $32,149  64.08%
Cisco UMC  $5,680  66.67%  $3,400  66.67%  $9,080  66.67%
Clinton UMC  $23,944  90.00%  $12,739  80.00%  $36,683  86.26%
Decatur Central UMC  $4,167  75.00%  $2,216  66.67%  $6,383  71.88%
Decatur Christ UMC  $3,156  35.44%  $1,525  28.56%  $4,681  32.86%
Decatur First UMC  $35,109  75.00%  $18,688  66.67%  $53,797  71.88%
Decatur Grace UMC  $42,066  73.43%  $25,722  75.00%  $67,788  74.02%
Decatur Wesley UMC  $2,556  75.00%  $1,360  66.67%  $3,916  71.88%
Divernon UMC  $3,897  75.00%  $2,072  66.67%  $5,969  71.88%
Pawnee UMC  $1,674  31.14%  $912  28.36%  $2,586  30.10%
Thayer UMC  $1,912  66.67%  $1,144  66.67%  $3,056  66.67%
Easton UMC  $3,681  75.00%  $1,960  66.67%  $5,641  71.88%
Edinburg UMC  $4,072  66.67%  $2,440  66.67%  $6,512  66.67%
Stonington UMC  $3,978  75.00%  $1,855  58.33%  $5,833  68.75%
Elkhart UMC  $1,944  75.00%  $1,032  66.67%  $2,976  71.88%
New Holland UMC  $3,888  100.00%  $2,328  100.00%  $6,216  100.00%
Fairview UMC  $1,206  75.00%  $640  66.67%  $1,846  71.88%
Farmersville UMC  $414  75.00%  $224  66.67%  $638  71.88%
Forsyth UMC  $9,648  75.00%  $5,136  66.67%  $14,784  71.88%
Fountain of Life UMC  $4,284  75.00%  $2,280  66.67%  $6,564  71.88%
Garver Brick UMC  $1,485  75.00%  $594  50.00%  $2,079  65.63%
Island Grove UMC  $1,872  75.00%  $1,000  66.67%  $2,872  71.88%

Kenney UMC  $840  100.00%  $504  100.00%  $1,344  100.00%
Lincoln First UMC  $24,336  100.00%  $12,140  83.33%  $36,476  93.76%
Loami UMC  $3,150  75.00%  $1,680  66.67%  $4,830  71.88%
Long Creek UMC  $4,302  75.00%  $2,288  66.67%  $6,590  71.88%
Dalton City UMC  $2,223  75.00%  $1,036  58.33%  $3,259  68.76%
Maroa UMC  $9,736  66.67%  $5,832  66.67%  $15,568  66.67%
Mason City UMC  $6,948  75.00%  $3,696  66.67%  $10,644  71.88%
San Jose UMC  $3,888  50.00%  $2,328  50.00%  $6,216  50.00%
Middletown UMC  $1,521  75.00%  $808  66.67%  $2,329  71.88%
Midland UMC  $4,671  75.00%  $2,488  66.67%  $7,159  71.88%
Monticello UMC  $26,208  75.00%  $13,944  66.67%  $40,152  71.88%
Morrisonville UMC  $4,257  75.00%  $2,264  66.67%  $6,521  71.88%
Mount Auburn UMC  $1,816  66.67%  $952  58.33%  $2,768  63.54%
Mount Pulaski First UMC  $124  2.33%  $76  2.38%  $200  2.34%
Chestnut UMC  $1,575  75.00%  $840  66.67%  $2,415  71.88%
Latham UMC  $2,169  75.00%  $1,152  66.67%  $3,321  71.88%
Mount Zion UMC  $9,864  75.00%  $5,248  66.67%  $15,112  71.88%
Bethany UMC  $1,314  75.00%  $696  66.67%  $2,010  71.88%
Moweaqua UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Sanner Chapel UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Niantic UMC  $3,108  100.00%  $1,860  100.00%  $4,968  100.00%
Illiopolis UMC  $2,169  75.00%  $1,152  66.67%  $3,321  71.88%
Cerro Gordo UMC  $5,480  66.67%  $3,280  66.67%  $8,760  66.67%
Lovington UMC  $3,280  66.67%  $1,968  66.67%  $5,248  66.67%
Hammond UMC  $3,321  75.00%  $1,105  41.67%  $4,426  62.51%
LaPlace UMC  $1,413  75.00%  $752  66.67%  $2,165  71.88%
Pana UMC  $12,834  75.00%  $6,832  66.67%  $19,666  71.88%
Petersburg UMC  $7,616  58.33%  $4,564  58.33%  $12,180  58.33%
Elwin UMC  $9,531  75.00%  $5,072  66.67%  $14,603  71.88%
Macon UMC  $5,968  66.67%  $3,129  58.33%  $9,097  63.54%
Zion Chapel UMC  $6,168  74.49%  $3,304  66.67%  $9,472  71.88%
Raymond Community Of Faith UMC  $5,157  75.00%  $2,744  66.67%  $7,901  71.88%
Riverton First UMC  $2,196  25.00%  $1,314  25.00%  $3,510  25.00%
Rochester UMC  $20,403  75.00%  $10,856  66.67%  $31,259  71.88%
Sharon UMC  $7,317  75.00%  $3,409  58.33%  $10,726  68.76%
Sherman UMC  $15,330  58.33%  $9,177  58.33%  $24,507  58.33%
Springfield Asbury UMC  $6,624  100.00%  $3,972  100.00%  $10,596  100.00%
Springfield Cotton Hill UMC  $9,000  66.67%  $5,392  66.67%  $14,392  66.67%
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC  $24,399  75.00%  $12,984  66.67%  $37,383  71.88%
Springfield First UMC  $111,280  66.67%  $58,296  58.33%  $169,576  63.55%
Springfield Grace UMC  $5,467  53.04%  $2,893  46.90%  $8,360  50.74%
Springfield Kumler UMC  $5,156  38.74%  $2,667  33.33%  $7,823  36.77%
Springfield Jerome UMC  $2,632  66.67%  $1,379  58.33%  $4,011  63.55%
New Salem UMC  $1,548  71.67%  $648  50.00%  $2,196  63.54%
Springfield Laurel UMC  $38,898  75.00%  $20,696  66.67%  $59,594  71.88%
Sugar Creek UMC  $19,224  75.00%  $10,232  66.67%  $29,456  71.88%
Taylorville UMC  $21,546  75.00%  $11,464  66.67%  $33,010  71.88%
Williamsville UMC  $4,851  75.00%  $2,584  66.67%  $7,435  71.88%

Sangamon River District Totals  $716,979  70.20%  $385,795  63.09%  $1,102,774  67.53%

SPOON RIVER DISTRICT
Abingdon UMC  $7,152  66.67%  $3,745  58.33%  $10,897  63.55%
Aledo UMC  $14,504  58.33%  $7,446  50.00%  $21,950  55.21%
Alpha UMC  $6,345  75.00%  $3,376  66.67%  $9,721  71.88%
Altona UMC  $5,661  75.00%  $3,008  66.67%  $8,669  71.88%
Oneida UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Blandinsville UMC  $2,024  66.67%  $1,216  66.67%  $3,240  66.67%
Burnside UMC  $2,470  90.28%  $830  50.86%  $3,300  75.55%
Bushnell UMC  $968  16.67%  $580  16.67%  $1,548  16.67%
Avon UMC  $1,775  41.67%  $825  33.33%  $2,600  38.69%
New Philadelphia UMC  $495  75.00%  $264  66.67%  $759  71.88%
Point Pleasant UMC  $774  75.00%  $408  66.67%  $1,182  71.88%
Colchester UMC  $6,720  66.67%  $4,024  66.67%  $10,744  66.67%
Hills Grove UMC  $855  75.00%  $399  58.33%  $1,254  68.75%
Colona UMC  $11,007  75.00%  $5,856  66.67%  $16,863  71.88%
East Moline Christ Multisite UMC  $41,643  75.00%  $22,160  66.67%  $63,803  71.88%
Elmwood UMC  $10,908  81.74%  $6,128  76.67%  $17,036  79.85%
Fairfield UMC  $1,593  75.00%  $848  66.67%  $2,441  71.88%
Fairview Center UMC  $8,379  75.00%  $4,464  66.67%  $12,843  71.88%
Galesburg Faith UMC  $4,653  75.00%  $2,480  66.67%  $7,133  71.88%
Galesburg First UMC  $27,009  75.00%  $14,368  66.67%  $41,377  71.88%
Galva Grace UMC  $1,062  45.62%  $584  41.67%  $1,646  44.25%
Geneseo First UMC  $41,175  75.00%  $21,912  66.67%  $63,087  71.88%
Cambridge UMC  $8,920  66.67%  $4,669  58.33%  $13,589  63.55%
Geneseo Grace UMC  $18,640  66.67%  $9,765  58.33%  $28,405  63.55%
Annawan Community UMC  $1,064  33.33%  $636  33.33%  $1,700  33.33%
Fairview UMC  $3,357  75.00%  $1,561  58.33%  $4,918  68.76%
Hooppole Zion UMC  $2,408  66.67%  $1,440  66.67%  $3,848  66.67%
Henderson UMC  $1,359  75.00%  $630  58.33%  $1,989  68.76%
North Henderson UMC  $1,530  75.00%  $816  66.67%  $2,346  71.88%
Hillsdale UMC  $3,033  75.00%  $1,616  66.67%  $4,649  71.88%
Illinois City UMC  $4,440  66.67%  $2,324  58.33%  $6,764  63.55%
Pine Bluff UMC  $1,422  75.00%  $760  66.67%  $2,182  71.88%
Kirkwood UMC  $3,330  75.00%  $1,768  66.67%  $5,098  71.88%
Smithshire UMC  $963  75.00%  $512  66.67%  $1,475  71.88%
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Conference Apportionments - RECEIPTS AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2017*
*Churches reflecting contributions of 75% or greater of total apportionments are considered current.
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Knoxville UMC  $8,010  75.00%  $3,731  58.33%  $11,741  68.76%
LaHarpe UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Durham UMC  $1,359  75.00%  $720  66.67%  $2,079  71.88%
Terre Haute UMC  $3,576  100.00%  $2,136  100.00%  $5,712  100.00%
Good Hope UMC  $5,040  75.00%  $2,352  58.33%  $7,392  68.76%
Jerusalem UMC  $2,583  75.00%  $1,376  66.67%  $3,959  71.88%
Loraine UMC  $9,216  75.00%  $4,904  66.67%  $14,120  71.88%
Macomb Wesley UMC  $29,896  66.67%  $15,659  58.33%  $45,555  63.55%
Maquon UMC  $3,249  75.00%  $1,728  66.67%  $4,977  71.88%
Douglas UMC  $1,719  75.00%  $912  66.67%  $2,631  71.88%
Orange Chapel UMC  $1,480  66.67%  $888  66.67%  $2,368  66.67%
Maxey Chapel UMC  $1,908  75.00%  $1,016  66.67%  $2,924  71.88%
Milan Trinity UMC  $6,975  75.00%  $3,712  66.67%  $10,687  71.88%
Green River UMC  $1,179  75.00%  $632  66.67%  $1,811  71.88%
Mineral UMC  $1,140  100.00%  $684  100.00%  $1,824  100.00%
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC  $13,050  75.00%  $6,944  66.67%  $19,994  71.88%
Moline Riverside UMC  $25,848  75.00%  $13,760  66.67%  $39,608  71.88%
Monmouth First UMC  $16,920  75.00%  $9,008  66.67%  $25,928  71.88%
Nauvoo UMC  $2,688  66.67%  $1,407  58.33%  $4,095  63.55%
Galva First UMC  $6,584  66.67%  $3,451  58.33%  $10,035  63.55%
Bishop Hill UMC  $1,863  75.00%  $992  66.67%  $2,855  71.88%
Oquawka UMC  $1,710  75.00%  $912  66.67%  $2,622  71.88%
Gladstone UMC  $1,750  83.33%  $840  66.67%  $2,590  77.08%
Biggsville UMC  $1,680  66.67%  $1,008  66.67%  $2,688  66.67%
Orion UMC  $13,212  75.00%  $10,548  100.00%  $23,760  84.36%
Port Byron First UMC  $8,800  66.67%  $4,613  58.33%  $13,413  63.55%
Reynolds UMC  $1,496  16.67%  $896  16.67%  $2,392  16.67%
Taylor Ridge UMC  $1,710  75.00%  $912  66.67%  $2,622  71.88%
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC  $14,607  75.00%  $7,768  66.67%  $22,375  71.88%
Roseville UMC  $7,092  75.00%  $3,776  66.67%  $10,868  71.88%
Swan Creek UMC  $1,503  75.00%  $800  66.67%  $2,303  71.88%
Stronghurst UMC  $2,898  75.00%  $1,544  66.67%  $4,442  71.88%
Carman UMC  $1,800  66.67%  $810  50.00%  $2,610  60.42%
Church of the Cross UMC  $2,565  75.00%  $1,360  66.67%  $3,925  71.88%
Hampton Grace UMC  $2,790  75.00%  $1,488  66.67%  $4,278  71.88%
Victoria UMC  $4,914  75.00%  $2,616  66.67%  $7,530  71.88%
Viola UMC  $4,761  75.00%  $2,536  66.67%  $7,297  71.88%
Preemption UMC  $6,021  75.00%  $3,200  66.67%  $9,221  71.88%
Walnut Grove UMC  $4,320  75.00%  $2,296  66.67%  $6,616  71.88%
Joy UMC  $1,324  33.33%  $396  16.67%  $1,720  27.10%
Eliza Community UMC  $2,214  75.00%  $-    0.00%  $2,214  75.00%
New Boston UMC  $1,589  58.33%  $952  58.33%  $2,541  58.33%
Williamsfield UMC  $4,545  75.00%  $2,416  66.67%  $6,961  71.88%
Dahinda UMC  $6,372  100.00%  $3,816  100.00%  $10,188  100.00%

Spoon River District Totals  $491,594  70.44%  $262,933  63.20%  $754,527  67.73%

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT
Aroma Park UMC  $884  33.33%  $528  33.33%  $1,412  33.33%
Atlanta UMC  $5,499  75.00%  $2,928  66.67%  $8,427  71.88%
Ebenezer UMC  $5,028  100.00%  $3,012  100.00%  $8,040  100.00%
Hopedale UMC  $2,367  75.00%  $1,256  66.67%  $3,623  71.88%
Bloomington Park UMC  $5,193  75.00%  $2,760  66.67%  $7,953  71.88%
Bloomington Wesley UMC  $70,425  75.00%  $37,480  66.67%  $107,905  71.88%
Bonfield First UMC  $2,043  75.00%  $1,088  66.67%  $3,131  71.88%
Bonfield Evangelical UMC  $5,028  100.00%  $2,259  75.00%  $7,287  90.63%
Grand Prairie UMC  $2,656  66.67%  $1,592  66.67%  $4,248  66.67%
Bourbonnais Grace Community UMC  $10,368  75.00%  $5,520  66.67%  $15,888  71.88%
Braceville UMC  $3,564  75.00%  $1,896  66.67%  $5,460  71.88%

Mazon UMC  $2,574  75.00%  $1,368  66.67%  $3,942  71.88%
Bradley Wesley UMC  $8,192  66.67%  $4,904  66.67%  $13,096  66.67%
Chatsworth UMC  $5,460  100.00%  $3,264  100.00%  $8,724  100.00%
Forrest UMC  $3,591  75.00%  $1,912  66.67%  $5,503  71.88%
Chenoa UMC  $3,732  100.00%  $2,232  100.00%  $5,964  100.00%
Coal City UMC  $13,608  66.67%  $7,126  58.33%  $20,734  63.55%
Cornell UMC  $2,637  75.00%  $1,400  66.67%  $4,037  71.88%
Downs UMC  $12,280  66.67%  $7,352  66.67%  $19,632  66.67%
Dwight UMC  $21,411  75.00%  $11,400  66.67%  $32,811  71.88%
El Paso UMC  $7,335  75.00%  $3,904  66.67%  $11,239  71.88%
Essex UMC  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Fairbury First UMC  $9,180  75.00%  $4,888  66.67%  $14,068  71.88%
Herscher UMC  $7,785  75.00%  $4,144  66.67%  $11,929  71.88%
Reddick UMC  $3,636  75.00%  $1,936  66.67%  $5,572  71.88%
South Wilmington UMC  $1,050  83.33%  $504  66.67%  $1,554  77.08%
United Church of Heyworth  $9,600  66.67%  $5,026  58.33%  $14,626  63.55%
Hudson UMC  $5,399  73.64%  $2,928  66.67%  $8,327  71.03%
Kankakee Asbury UMC  $-    0.00%  $15,083  65.06%  $15,083  24.36%
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC  $12,582  75.00%  $6,696  66.67%  $19,278  71.88%
Kankakee Trinity UMC  $5,859  75.00%  $3,120  66.67%  $8,979  71.88%
Bradley Evangelical UMC  $2,844  75.00%  $1,512  66.67%  $4,356  71.88%
LeRoy UMC  $14,840  66.67%  $7,770  58.33%  $22,610  63.55%
Lexington First UMC  $13,455  75.00%  $7,160  66.67%  $20,615  71.88%
Long Point UMC  $3,132  75.00%  $1,664  66.67%  $4,796  71.88%
Ransom UMC  $3,627  75.00%  $1,928  66.67%  $5,555  71.88%
Verona UMC  $1,530  75.00%  $816  66.67%  $2,346  71.88%
Manteno UMC  $9,891  75.00%  $5,264  66.67%  $15,155  71.88%
McDowell UMC  $5,328  100.00%  $3,192  100.00%  $8,520  100.00%
Minonk UMC  $1,764  75.00%  $936  66.67%  $2,700  71.88%
Wenona Saint John's UMC  $2,070  75.00%  $1,104  66.67%  $3,174  71.88%
Momence UMC  $6,176  66.67%  $3,696  66.67%  $9,872  66.67%
Grant Park UMC  $1,728  75.00%  $920  66.67%  $2,648  71.88%
Hennepin UMC  $4,728  100.00%  $2,832  100.00%  $7,560  100.00%
Magnolia UMC  $1,170  75.00%  $546  58.33%  $1,716  68.75%
McNabb UMC  $1,296  75.00%  $688  66.67%  $1,984  71.88%
Normal Calvary UMC  $82,350  75.00%  $43,824  66.67%  $126,174  71.88%
Normal First UMC  $44,244  75.00%  $23,552  66.67%  $67,796  71.88%
Normal Morningstar UMC  $9,072  75.00%  $4,824  66.67%  $13,896  71.88%
Bloomington West Olive Faith UMC  $3,780  100.00%  $2,268  100.00%  $6,048  100.00%
Pontiac First UMC  $26,061  58.33%  $15,603  58.33%  $41,664  58.33%
Ritchey UMC  $1,548  100.00%  $924  100.00%  $2,472  100.00%
Roanoke UMC  $7,182  75.00%  $3,346  58.33%  $10,528  68.75%
Secor UMC  $2,322  75.00%  $1,232  66.67%  $3,554  71.88%
Saunemin UMC  $5,193  75.00%  $2,760  66.67%  $7,953  71.88%
Saybrook Wesbein UMC  $3,249  75.00%  $1,728  66.67%  $4,977  71.88%
Streator First UMC  $11,448  75.00%  $6,096  66.67%  $17,544  71.88%
Grand Ridge UMC  $4,086  75.00%  $2,448  75.00%  $6,534  75.00%
Ellsworth UMC  $4,365  75.00%  $2,320  66.67%  $6,685  71.88%
Cropsey UMC  $3,186  75.00%  $1,696  66.67%  $4,882  71.88%
Colfax UMC  $2,187  75.00%  $870  50.00%  $3,057  65.66%
Pleasant Grove UMC  $2,565  75.00%  $1,368  66.67%  $3,933  71.88%
Tonica UMC  $4,048  66.67%  $2,424  66.67%  $6,472  66.67%
Lostant UMC  $1,491  58.33%  $768  50.00%  $2,259  55.21%
Richland UMC  $536  66.67%  $280  58.33%  $816  63.55%
Cabery UMC  $1,179  75.00%  $632  66.67%  $1,811  71.88%
Cullom UMC  $1,665  75.00%  $888  66.67%  $2,553  71.88%
Kempton UMC  $1,503  75.00%  $800  66.67%  $2,303  71.88%

Vermilion River District Totals  $545,805  69.99%  $310,185  66.44%  $855,990  67.68%

Pleasant Grove UMC (CLOSED)  $414  50.00%  $246  50.00%  $660  50.00%
Clay's Prairie UMC (CLOSED)  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Brick UMC (CLOSED)  $612  50.00%  $366  50.00%  $978  50.00%
Colusa UMC (CLOSED)  $1,236  50.00%  $738  50.00%  $1,974  50.00%
Carbon Cliff UMC (CLOSED)  $1,434  50.00%  $858  50.00%  $2,292  50.00%
Hartsburg UMC (CLOSED)  $524  33.33%  $312  33.33%  $836  33.33%
DeSoto UMC (MERGED)  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
Waterloo Real Life UMC (CLOSED)  $200  16.67%  $120  16.67%  $320  16.67%
Dexter UMC (CLOSED)  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%  $-    0.00%
      

IGRC TOTALS   $5,047,088  66.50%  $2,730,095  60.11%  $7,777,184  64.11%

When I, Mark Crawford, started as the 
intern at the ISU Wesley Foundation, I knew 
I was going to be give some opportunities 
to explore my call to ministry. I was excited 
to be given this opportunity to learn and 
grow in my understanding of ministry. 
However, I didn’t expect the opportunities 
that were to come. As I was preparing to 
start my second year as the intern, I was 
approached about the possibility to share 
preaching duties with the other ISU Wesley 
intern, Erik Slingerland, at the Three Rivers 
Parish, outside of Bloomington. Although 

at first I was anxious to be starting this second job, it has 
turned out to be a lot of fun. I’ve been able to learn so much 
about sermon writing and preparation. I’ve enjoyed being 
able to just interact with all the people from the churches, 
while learning how to write sermons every week. Even 

though I was nervous about how this whole thing would 
work out, I’ve enjoyed every minute of it, and am grateful for 
this opportunity I have been given.

RETURNING AS CLERGY
Tabi Nelson (University of Illinois ’15), is currently pursuing 
a path as an ordained Elder and will return to IGRC this sum-
mer after completing her Master of Divinity degree at Boston 
University. Tabi’s story of hearing and responding to God’s call 
on her life is the beauty of our church’s connection. 
Quickly after becoming involved at the Wesley Foundation, 
multiple pastors noticed and affirmed Tabi’s gifts for ministry. 
Tabi became a peer minister and was responsible for 
Wednesday student worship and connecting with students 
on Sunday mornings. Tabi was invited back to Urbana Wesley 
UMC as a seminary intern and the community reaffirmed 
her spiritual growth and maturity. Tabi is committed to 
returning to our conference to continue to live into our 
mission to support education and missions. 

EXPLORING A CALL TO DEACON OF ELDER MINISTRY 
“Exploration is where I understood the difference between an 
Ordained Elder and Deacon,” said ISU graduat Mallory Moore.
Young adults discerning God’s call on their life to ministry 
gather in Portland, Ore., Nov. 3-5. The process for becoming 
a United Methodist pastor can be confusing and expensive. 
The Exploration conference not only offers worship and 
support for students hearing God’s call, but also practical 
information for funding seminary and understanding the 
ordination process with the conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry. 
Thirteen students from our Wesley Foundations are at-
tending with scholarship help from the Board of Higher 
Education and Campus Ministry. Please be in prayer for these 
young adults. Some will be our church pastors, lay staff, and 
college chaplains. Learn more about them and follow along 
live on their journey at www.facebook.com/IGRCColleg-
eStudentMinistries. 

TRAINING  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

CRAWFORD
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Conference News

Cunningham Children’s re-accredited with commendation by EAGLE
URBANA  – Cunningham Children’s Home in 
Urbana has been awarded EAGLE Re-accredita-
tion with Commendation by the United Method-
ist Association of Health and Welfare Ministries. 
Less than 10 percent of EAGLE Communities are 
accredited with commendation.  
"We commend Cunningham Children's Home 
and its governing board, management, and staff for 
once again meeting the EAGLE standards of excel-
lence and demonstrating their continued dedica-
tion to Christian mission," Mary Kemper, President 
and CEO of the United Methodist Association of 
Health and Welfare Ministries, said. "Through this 
achievement, Cunningham remains amongst the 
elite EAGLE communities across the nation."  

EAGLE stands for Educational Assessment Guide-
lines Leading toward Excellence. The primary em-
phasis of EAGLE accreditation is on excellence in 
Christian ministry, with a focus on how organiza-
tions incorporate their Christian mission, religious 
heritage, and values throughout the organization 
and its daily operations. Other areas of impor-
tance include focusing on results and outcomes, 
striving to improve, meeting legal and regulatory 
requirements, and ensuring privacy, accuracy, ac-
cessibility and confidentiality of both client and 
staff data and information. 
"We couldn't be more pleased," Cunningham 
President and CEO Marlin Livingston said. "An ac-
colade such as this is not the reason we strive to 

achieve greatness every day at Cunningham but 
the recognition is certainly something for which 
we are very proud. We won't, however, rest on 
our laurels. We will continue to put our best foot 
forward and challenge ourselves to reach new 
heights. And the opening of the new Education 
and Recreation Center in fall 2018 will afford us 
opportunities that we've not yet seen. It's a very 
exciting time here."
Cunningham Children’s home is one of five agen-
cies in the IGR Alliance that benefits from dona-
tions to the Our Conference, Our Kids campaign. 
The campaign seeks to raise $2.5 million to fund 
the spiritual life programs at the five conference 
agencies devoted to children and youth.

Junior high students at 
NOW Experience package food 
BY JULIE DOWLER
U of I Wesley Foundation

CARLINVILLE – Seeking to be the hands and feet 
of Christ through the newly-designed NOW Initiative, 
junior high youth, their leaders, chaperones, and retreat 
staff worked together at the junior high retreat at Lake 
Williamson Oct. 6-8 to fight hunger and make a differ-
ence in local communities.  

The student organization, Illini Fighting Hunger, 
from the Wesley Foundation at the U of I, provided equip-
ment and product for the packaging project, while student 
leaders from the U of I and ISU Wesley Foundations, and 
campus minister, Rev. Julie Dowler, facilitated the packag-
ing event.  

Junior high students and their leaders were divided 
into three groups for the mission project, which was com-
pleted over free time and after dinner.  The group pack-
aged 1,800 pounds of rice and 400 pounds of oats, which 
was sent in boxes to various agencies serving people in 
central and southern Illinois.  

The agencies receiving boxes were the Kumler Food 
Pantry (part of Kumler Outreach Ministries) - Springfield; 
Loaves & Fish (Peoria First United Methodist Church) - 
Peoria; Open Arms Food Pantry - Metamora; Northeast 
Community Fund - Decatur; Chatham Food Pantry - 
Chatham; Upper Rock Island County Food Pantry - Port 
Byron; Home Sweet Home Ministries - Bloomington; and 
Feed the 5000 (at Jerseyville United Methodist Church) 
- Jerseyville.  The amount of food packaged was equal to 
8,800 servings.  

For an idea of how much food that is, it would have 
been enough to be part of the retreat group’s meals (with 

138 participants) for breakfast/lunch/dinner from lunch 
on October 8th through breakfast on October 29th.  
That’s a lot of meals that will certainly feed a bunch of 
people!

Students and leaders enjoyed conversation around 
the tables as they packaged, and celebrated each filled 
box by shouting their own, particular table cheer (“Rice, 
rice, baby!”, “We’ve got rice, yes we do! We’ve got rice… 
how ‘bout you?”).  Several youth commented that the 
packaging event was their favorite activity of the retreat, 
while others shared how meaningful it was to fight 
hunger together so that others could be fed.  Wesley 
Foundation students helped the youth celebrate the 
accomplishment with a “Wacky Trail Mix Bar” Saturday 
evening during their free time. 
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Equalization members to 
annual conference announced
BY PAUL BLACK 

SPRINGFIELD – Annual Conference Secretary Joy Caschetta 
has announced that 161 additional lay delegates from Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference churches will be needed in 2018 to 
equalize the number of clergy and lay delegates at annual confer-
ence.
According to the conference standing rules, each pastoral charge 
is entitled to one lay member. Each charge served by more than 
one clergy member shall be entitled to as many lay members 
needed for equalization by subtraction the number of lay per-
sons from the number of clergy.
The Book of Discipline (2016) indicates that clergy members 
consist of deacons and elders in full connection, provisional 
members, associate members and local pastors under appoint-
ment (¶32). While certain allocations of seats are made for 
certain lay positions, if the lay membership numbers less than 
the clergy members of the annual conference, the Discipline 
indicates that an annual conference, by its own formula, provide 
for the election of additional lay members to equalize the clergy 
membership.
Standing Rule III.C.4d provides that lay members of the annual 
conference elected for lay/clergy equalization come from the 
larger churches, in order of decreasing size, who have paid 100 
percent of their conference apportionments in the previous year. 
Equalization members shall serve to the end of the quadrennium 
as long as the congregation continues to pay 100 percent of its 
apportionments.
For 2018, the 161 include all congregations paying 100 percent 
of 2016 apportionments with a membership of 202 or more.
The churches that will have the additional equalization lay mem-
ber for 2018 are:
Fairview Heights Christ UMC
Springfield First UMC
Belleville Saint Matthew UMC
Normal Calvary UMC
Peoria First UMC
Bloomington Wesley UMC
Crossroads UMC
Champaign New Horizon UMC
O'Fallon First UMC
Normal First UMC
Marion Aldersgate UMC
Decatur Grace UMC
Springfield Laurel UMC
Carbondale First UMC
Champaign First UMC
Geneseo First UMC
Morton UMC
Danville Saint James UMC
Champaign Faith UMC
East Moline Christ Multisite UMC
Troy UMC
Pontiac First UMC
Canton Wesley UMC
Decatur First UMC
Mount Vernon First UMC
Macomb Wesley UMC
Peoria Bradley Epworth UMC
Pekin Grace UMC
Galesburg First UMC
Moline Riverside UMC
Charleston Wesley UMC
Quincy Vermont Street UMC
Pekin First UMC
Edwardsville Saint John's UMC
Effingham Centenary UMC
Springfield Douglas Avenue UMC
Monticello UMC
Highland Hope UMC
Murphysboro UMC
Jerseyville UMC
Metropolis UMC

Peoria University UMC
Taylorville UMC
Salem Grace UMC
Willow Hill UMC
Chatham UMC
Geneseo Grace UMC
Dwight UMC
Vandalia First UMC
Urbana Wesley UMC
Mahomet UMC
Sugar Creek UMC
Godfrey First UMC
Sherman UMC
Olney First UMC
Gibson City UMC
Nashville Grace UMC
Casey UMC
West Frankfort Trinity UMC
East Peoria First UMC
Tremont UMC
Marshall First UMC
Aledo UMC
Lincoln First UMC
Mascoutah Bethel UMC
Rochester UMC
Kewanee First UMC
Jacksonville Grace UMC
Fairfield First UMC
Savoy UMC
Tuscola UMC
Monmouth First UMC
Chillicothe First UMC
Sullivan UMC
Harrisburg First UMC
Quincy Melrose Chapel UMC
Coal City UMC
Marion First UMC
Maryville Saint Luke's UMC
LeRoy UMC
Peoria Bethel UMC
Clinton UMC

UMRC
UNITED MEDIA 
RESOURCE CENTER

For questions or to make resource suggestions, 
contact Jill Stone at umrc@igrc.org or 217-529-2744.

for youdelivery

Conference News

Photo courtesy of Cunningham Children’s Home  
HopeSprings Counseling Services, a program of Cunningham Children’s Home, celebrated its one-year anniversary with an 
official Champaign Country Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting ceremony Sept. 25.
HopeSprings provides counseling expertise to youth and families in the community who are experiencing difficult life situations.  
The agency opened its doors in September 2016 and is currently serving nearly 100 clients.

Photos courtesy of Lori Bultemeier

Le Roy UMC mission leaders Kevin and Katherine Daugherty and Tom and Kim 
Payne recently gave the Baby Fold’s reception area and conference room in Asher 
Hall a clean, new look. The generosity spread across the Vermilion River District so 
that many others churches donated to the painting project as well. 
“What a gift! This area is our home base for welcoming guests and donors to our 
campus where they can learn about how The Baby Fold is changing lives all over 
our state,” said Rev. Lori Bultemeier of The Baby Fold. The whole building tells 
the story in pictures -- from roots as an orphanage to modern day, state-of-the-art 
therapies and techniques that help every child and family meet their full potential. 
The Baby Fold is expanding its ministry reach through renovation of existing 
buildings so that 4 new classrooms can be added to Hammitt Jr/Sr High. Early 
intervention and prevention programs are now provided in Champaign County.  
The Baby Fold is one of five agencies that will benefit from your donations to the 
Our Conference, Our Kids campaign, funding the spiritual life programs for its 
students.

MEMBERS  CONTINUED 

Advent studies available from the UMRC

Go to www.igrc.org/umrc_bibliographies to see a link to 'Advent studies for adults' 
(underscore between umrc and bibliographies).
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PREPARED FOR THE WORST
When needed, we can activate 
UMCOR-trained volunteers who are 
prepared to hit the ground running. 
Our proactive approach equips and 
empowers the people of The United 
Methodist Church to go where they’re 
needed most, in a way that allows the 
greatest help—and that includes areas 
that receive little to no media attention.

100% OF YOUR DOLLARS 
GO TO RELIEF
United Methodist churches across 
the country participate in UMCOR 
Sunday, a special giving day on 
which all offerings are designated 
toward UMCOR administrative costs. 
That means 100% of your donations 
go to relief efforts.

100% OF WHAT YOU GIVE
GOES TO HELPING US STAY UNTIL 
RECOVERY IS COMPLETE. 

FOR AS LONG AS IT TAKES
UMCOR operates in a three-stage 
process: an emergency stage; a 
relief stage to help homeowners 
assess damage and stabilize their 
homes if possible, while also caring 
for their emotional and spiritual 
needs; and the long-term recovery 
stage—which can last for years. 
Long after the initial response 
efforts, UMCOR continues to work 
toward complete recovery. For 
example, over 10 years later, we’re 
still working to help those impacted 
by Hurricane Katrina.

WHEN DISASTER STRIKES, 
UMCOR IS THE LAST TO LEAVE.

For 75 years, The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has served 

as the hands and feet for the United Methodist heart and soul — one of the many 

ways we put beliefs into action to make real change in the world. 

When disasters overwhelm a community’s ability to recover on its own, 

UMCOR partners with local United Methodist churches, as well as local 

volunteer and government organizations, to facilitate complete restoration. 

But we also believe that spiritual, emotional, and psychological support 

is as important as physical reconstruction. So while our volunteers’ 

hands work hard to restore structures, they also reach out with love, 

and clasp together in prayer.

Donate today at 

UMC.org/UMCOR
100% of donations
go directly to relief.

You can make a difference today—every dollar offers hope.
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Washington Evangelical UMC
Dunlap Prospect UMC
Rock Island Two Rivers UMC
Rantoul First UMC
Paxton First UMC
Carlinville UMC
Paris First UMC
Sparta First UMC
Mackinaw UMC
Kinmundy First UMC
Orion UMC
Jacksonville Centenary UMC
Granite City Nameoki UMC
Mount Carmel Evangelical UMC
Centralia First UMC
Lexington First UMC
Shelbyville First UMC
Moline Bethel Wesley UMC
Mount Vernon West Salem Trinity UMC
Carbondale Grace UMC
Glen Carbon New Bethel UMC
Eureka UMC
Rushville First UMC
Flora First UMC
Saint Joseph UMC
Greenville First UMC
Columbia Bethany UMC
Edwardsville Immanuel UMC
Downs UMC
Robinson First UMC
Pinckneyville UMC
Pana UMC
Urbana First UMC
Princeville UMC
Collinsville First UMC
Manteno UMC
Forsyth UMC
Jacksonville Wesley Chapel UMC
Peoria Forrest Hill UMC
Maroa UMC
Vienna UMC
Carmi First UMC
Carthage First UMC
Beulah UMC
Streator First UMC
Kankakee Saint Mark UMC
McLeansboro First UMC
Carmi Emmanuel UMC
Mossville UMC
Springfield Cotton Hill UMC
Havana First UMC
Colona UMC
Heyworth UMC
Peoria Northwest UMC
Bradley Wesley UMC
Auburn UMC
Port Byron First UMC
Arcola UMC
Beardstown UMC
Arthur UMC
Delavan UMC
Elmwood UMC
Mount Carmel Trinity UMC
Fairbury First UMC
Trenton First UMC
Petersburg UMC
Loraine UMC
Virginia UMC
Moweaqua UMC
Bourbonnais Grace Community UMC
Normal Morningstar UMC
Elwin UMC
Carrier Mills UMC
Sumner UMC
Gillespie First UMC
Toulon UMC
Winchester UMC
Cambridge UMC

MEMEBERS  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16



Preachers’ Aid Society 
and Benefit Fund 

Pastor Appreciation
Special THANKS for all 
those who have served, 
             or are serving us.

www.pasbf.org • 217-529-3221

PASTOR  APPRECIATION  GIFTS
In Honor of…

Rev. Robert Greene from the Astoria UMC
Rev. Robin Lyons from the Manchester UMC

Revs. Mark Jordan & Michael Potts 
from the Champaign New Horizon UMC

Rev. Dr. Harrison “Bud” Peyton from the Galatia UMC
Rev. Phil & Judy Icenogle

 from the Zion Evangelical UMC of Pekin

Rev. Clyde Snyder from the Allerton UMC

Rev. Steven Williams from the Nokomis UMC

Rev. Paul Weir from the Eureka UMC

Rev. Tiffany Black & Rev. Stephanie Soon 
from the West Olive Faith UMC of Bloomington

Rev. Jay Regennitter 
from Rev. Louis & Dorothy Youngs

Rev. John Heicher from the Trinity Chapel UMC

Rev. Fred White from the Oak Ridge UMC

Rev. Ken Dees from the Decatur Central UMC

Rev. Robert Ervin from the Middletown UMC

Rev. Tami Werschey-Kessinger from Rev. Betty Coffey

Rev. James Slone from John & Linda Darr
All Pastors at St. Matthew UMC from Roger & Jannifer Barfield

Revs. Kent & Kathy King-Nobles and Kim Burke 
from Brent Anderson

Rev. Dennis Doane from Thomas Osterhage

Rev. Chuck Kurfman from the Divernon UMC

Revs. Gary Feldman, Gabe Wanch, Al Newhall, 
Mike Kovalcik, and Paul Walles from the Morton UMC

Rev. George Desmond from the Middlefork UMC

Rev. Carl Mesiti from the Wolf Lake UMC

Rev. Paul K. Arnold & Gene Mace 
from the University UMC in Peoria

In memory of Rev. Bill Renner 
from the Melrose Chapel UMC in Quincy

Revs. Jennifer Fielden & Bob Baker from the Warrensburg UMC

Rev. Duane Ambrose from the Louisville UMC

Rev. Mary Arnold from Lois Palmer

Rev. Rebecca Klemm from the Wyoming & Neponset UMCs

Rev. Walter Miller from the Westfield UMC

Rev. Wade & Onda Gregory and 
Rev. Dennis & Janice Divan from the Sidell UMC

Rev. Amy Jeffries from the Grace UMC of Newton

Rev. Mike Fender & Rev. Miley Palmer from Decatur First UMC

Rev. Ann Champion from the Fairbury First UMC

Rev. Ron Martz, Rev. Ray Harrison, Rev. Keith Ferguson 
from the Chillicothe First UMC

Rev. Angela Smith from the Wesley UMC of Vergennes

All pastors; past, present, and future 
from the Riverside UMC of Moline

Rev. Kim Dancey from the Northwest UMC of Peoria

Rev. In-Sook Hwang from the Carbondale Grace UMC

Rev. John R. Curtis from the UMM of Rural UMC

Rev. Adam Penn from the Armstrong UMC in Marshall

Rev. Scott Henley 
from Rev. Herbert & Suzanne Thompson; Kankakee Asbury UMC

Rev. Phil Icenogle & in memory of Revs. Bob Patterson 
and John Grob from Rev. Ted Hartley 

Revs. Nelson Reiber, Matthew Bachman, Nancy Hubert 
from the Benld UMC

Rev. John McIntosh from the Mahomet UMC

Rev. Dalene Kuebler from the Saint Mark UMC of Kankakee

Rev. Dick Piscatelli from the Williamsville UMC

Rev. Malcom Jones from C. Ray Prussner

Rev. Steve Utley from Barbara Brake

Rev. Lenny Summar from the Camargo UMC

Memory of Rev. William Coatney 
from the Bethel UMC of Fairfield

Rev. Charla Meyers from the Browning UMC of Rushville

Undesignated Appreciation Gifts from the congregations of:
Colona  

Wesley Chapel; 
Marian

Marshall First
Industry

Waynesville
Mt. Vernon Epworth

Paris First
McDowell
Douglas
Chatham
Lancaster
Oak Grove

Lawrenceville First


