





Junior High: October 6-8, 2017

Welcome and thanks for registering for Now initiative! This youth packet has all the info you 

and your group need to ensure you have an awesome weekend! 

















REGISTRATION INFO 
The cost of the Now Initiative is $140.00 per person and includes: 


Lodging, Meals, Worship, Workshops, Recreation, T-shirt, Mission Materials, Small Group Materials, & more.


The deadline to register for the Jr. High event is September 25, 2017. Register online at www.igrc.org/youth

SPEAKER: REV. ELIZABETH BJORLING 
Rev. Elizabeth Bjorling Poest has been a full time youth pastor for 15 years: a 
pastoring Jr. Highers and Preteens at a large multi site church, Children and Youth at 
medium sized suburban university congregation, and now at a smaller urban church 
in Chicago.  Elizabeth teaches Youth and Christian Ministry Courses at Trinity 
International University.  She is completing her PhD in Education at TEDS.  Elizabeth 
is an ordained elder in the Church of the Nazarene, wrote Wired Preteen Curriculum, 
speaks at camps, revivals, and conferences about getting dusty with Jesus, and this 
summer led a 3 week theological camp for urban high schoolers.  In her spare time 
Elizabeth loves adventures with her husband Christopher, laughing until her sides hurt 
with family and friends over flaming peaches, or drinking great coffee while catching 
up with her “favorite” students and interns now scattered around the globe.

WORSHIP LEADER: REV. MIGUEL RIOS
Originally from Monterrey, Mexico, Rev. Rios graduated from the Methodist Seminary, 
John Wesley and is an ordained elder of the Methodist Church of Mexico. Rev. Rios 
has toured churches throughout Mexico and the United States, ministering and 
equipping worship teams as well as providing support for youth groups for at least 20 
years. Currently, he is an associate Pastor at First United Methodist Church Peoria 
and Director of contemporary and bilingual worship services.




What is the Now Initiative?

The Now Initiative is a Youth Retreat taking place at Lake Williamson Center, October 6-8, 2017 for Junior 

High youth and March 2-4, 2018 for Senior High youth. This event was formerly known as YAR. This event, in 
coordination with our conference youth ministry, is shifting its focus and being updated to reflect some new 
directions we are taking in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference. 


Where did you get the name?

An initiative is a new strategy, a new approach. We are moving toward a new vision for youth ministry in 

our conference and so we are beginning a new initiative. 1 Timothy 4:12 encourages young people not to wait 
for some future time to make a difference, but to be an example now. We are excited about the idea of youth 
leading the church now and our efforts are all being focused on making that vision a reality. So, the Now 
Initiative is a vision and also the name of our upcoming retreats.


What’s new this year?

We have been hard at work rethinking our annual retreats for youth. This year you will notice some 

changes and we will continue to update and explore new possibilities in the near future. This year we have 
asked youth to give their input, help make decisions, and help lead the Now Initiative. Here are just a few 
changes and additions that you can expect.


 Youth will play a larger role in planning and leading this retreat and future retreats.

 The weekend includes a mission component (packaging meals) for every participant. 

 There will be more intentional opportunities to meet youth from other communities 	 	   	     
through small group and large group activities.

 We are adding new options for our recreation/free time including, art, board games, and tournaments 	           
(Mario Kart/Dodge Ball/Basketball).

 The offering this year will help pay for our event mission project. We will have a weekend long offering   
competition. The highest dollar amount will determine a fun outcome for the final morning of the event.


Workshop Choices

As we look closely at 1 Timothy 4:12, our workshops will focus on what it means to be an example in our 

communities as young people. Five of these will focus on one area discussed in the Scripture theme for the 
event and explore what it looks like to live a life that models this for others. The Youth Crew workshop is for 
those that are interested in being involved in the planning and leading of future youth events.


Speech: Mike Fender 	


Conduct: Matt Stump 


Love: Becky Butterfield 


Faith: Eowyn Montgomery 


Purity: Kim Woods 


Youth Crew: NOW Leadership Team  



Housing

Among the core elements of United Methodism is a connectional community. In order to facilitate this 

communal development, the youth attending this event may be mixed with youth from other churches. So 
much of Christianity is based in community; the Now Initiative team feels it important to guide youth in the 
development of their communication and social skills. 


       Attendees will stay in dorm-style rooms. Males and females will stay in separate locations. Due to the 
separation of males and females for bunking, we request that each church send at least one male and one 
female adult. This will also assist in facilitating small groups.




Community Agreement  
       To create a safe, comfortable environment, it is important for all of us to agree to follow a few general 
guidelines. 


 All participants are expected to remain on the campgrounds throughout the event and attend all scheduled 
events. 

 Youth should not enter sleeping quarters of the opposite gender. 

 Alcohol and tobacco are not permitted. 

 All youth should be in their rooms at the scheduled time, and out of respect for others around them, be 
quiet at lights out time. 

 Participants will be responsible for the care and proper use of the facility. 

 Youth should travel in groups of at least two people. Adult supervision is required at all times. 

 Local church youth sponsors may add more restrictive guidelines regarding the behavior of their own 
group. However, no person can grant permission to an individual or group to be exempt from any of these 
published rules other than the Conference Coordinator of Camping & Retreat Ministries. 


Please understand that a serious infraction of the rules means that participants will be disciplined 
and/or may be sent home at their own expense.  

Retreat Schedule  
(Subject to Change)


Friday 

5:30 - 8:00 pm - Registration/Free Time

7:00 - 7:20 pm - First Year Youth Worker Orientation

8:30 - 10:00 pm - Worship

10:00 - 11:00 pm - Activity/Youth Workers Meeting

11:00 - 11:30 pm - Group Time with Mixed Groups 

11:30 - 12:00 am - Compline Service 

12:00 - Lights Out 


Saturday 

8:00 - 8:30 am - Lauds Service 

8:00 - 9:00 am - Breakfast 

9:15-10:45 am - Worship 

10:45-11:15 am - Group Time with Mixed Groups 

11:15 - 11:45 am Prayer service

12:00 - 1:00 pm - Lunch 

1:00 - 3:00 pm Free Time/ 

	 	 Mission project for group 1 and 2 

3:15-4:15 Workshop 1 

4:30-5:30 Workshop 2 

5:30 - 6:30 pm - Dinner 

6:00 -7:00 pm- Mission Project for group 3 

7:00 - 8:30 pm - Worship 

8:30 - 9:00 pm Church group Time 

9:00 - 11:00 pm - Free Time/Tournaments 

11:10 - 11:40 pm - Compline Service 

12:00 - Lights Out 


Sunday 

8:00 - 8:30 am - Lauds Service 

8:00 - 9:00 am - Breakfast 

9:15 - 10:45 am - Worship 

11:00 - 11:45 am - Clean up 


Packing List  
Sheets or sleeping bag 


Pillow, washcloths & bath towels 

Toothbrush 

Toothpaste 

Deodorant 


Shampoo, soap 

Hairbrush 


Light jacket/warm jacket 

Swimming suit 

Beach towel 

Water bottle 


Phone charger 

Card games 


Money for Offering Challenge

Money for Gift Shop/Snack Shop 


Bible 


