
Advent themes – resources available to borrow from the United Media Resource Center 
 
 
 
"#$%&'(   817092   Taste & See: Experiencing the Stories of Advent and Christmas 
In this study with daily readings, Jan Johnson invites you to become part of the events surrounding the birth of the 
Christ child.  She guides readers to live inside the story for a while, exploring it from the perspectives of its central 
figures.  Weekly topics:  1) Experiencing the blessing of Zechariah and Elizabeth;  2) Experiencing Mary's preparation;  
3) Experiencing Joseph's challenge;  4) Experiencing the birth of Christ.  Includes a post-Advent group session - 
Experiencing the journey to safety (Mt. 2:13-23).  Includes a leader's guide and suggestions for using the material in 
family settings.  Up to 94 copies available. 

 

"#$%&'(   915036   Christmas: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly 
In this four-week, print-only study, author Richard Wilke focuses on people in the story of Christ's birth.  Each lesson 
includes a reference to a key passage of Scripture, a brief reflection, questions for reflection or discussion, a 
suggested Christmas carol, and a brief prayer.  Sessions:  1) Let's keep Herod in Christmas;  2) Let's keep the wise men 
in Christmas;  3) Let's keep Joseph in Christmas;  4) Let's keep the shepherds in Christmas.  Up to 22 copies available. 

 

"#$%&'(   819132   Keep Watch with Me: An Advent Reader for Peacemakers 
For those who work for social justice, Advent is the season not only for repentance, but for checking in on the needs 
of the world as well.  This book offers stories, reflections, prayers, and spiritual practices to sustain and challenge the 
faith of those who work for justice and peace.  It features daily devotionals by a distinctively diverse collection of 
collaborators including writers who are black, white, LGBTQ, Latinx, Palestinian, incarcerated, activists, Native 
American, and more.  Includes notes for using the book with groups. 

 

"#$%&'(   818194   Living Nativity: Preparing for Christmas with Saint Francis 
This book, which explores the creation of the Christmas creche or nativity scene by Saint Francis of Assisi, 
incorporates daily readings and weekend activities to enhance the season for families, individuals, or study groups.  
Includes a leader's guide for a five-week study. eLearning course available through The Upper Room. 

 

"#$%&'(   818179   Blue Christmas: Devotions of Light in a Season of Darkness 
This book is an honest Advent devotional that meets people where they are - in their hurts, fears, and 
disappointments - and offers them hope through the birth of Jesus Christ.  Includes daily readings, a Blue Christmas 
worship service, and discussion questions for group study. 

 

"#$%&'(   On order   Making Room: Sharing the Love of Christmas 

In this book study, Dr. Ed Robb explores the warmth of welcome at Christmas following interactions with Mary and 
Joseph, the shepherds, and the magi.  Just as Jesus made room in God’s kingdom for a host of people that society 



wanted to leave on the margins, beginning with the appearance of the shepherds, we too should be asking ourselves 
who we can make room for this Christmas.  Four sessions.  Up to 12 copies available. 

 

"#$%&'(   Christmas songs: 
816212   Songs for the Waiting: Devotions Inspired by the Hymns of Advent 
Each of the twenty-eight devotions in this collection are based on a portion of an Advent hymn and include a text of 
Scripture, a prayer, and questions for reflection or discussion. 

815189   Why This Jubilee?  Advent Reflections on Songs of the Season 
Appropriate for individual or group study, this book of 24 reflections revisits familiar Christmas hymns and songs and 
contemplates certain phrases and their meaning for us.  Includes a leader's guide.  Up to four copies available. 
eLearning course available through The Upper Room. 

814055   Silent Night: The Stories Behind 40 Beloved Christmas Carols 
This small book includes short articles on 40 Christmas songs, blending history, tradition, and devotional insight. 

815180   Carols of Christmas: A Celebration of the Surprising Stories Behind Your Favorite Holiday Songs 
Andrew Gant, former director of Her Majesty's Chapel Royal in Great Britain, discusses the origins of 21 beloved 
carols:  1) O Come, O Come Emmanuel;  2) O, Christmas Tree;  3) The Holly and the Ivy;  4) I Saw Three Ships;  5) O 
Little Town of Bethlehem;  6) Good Christian Men, Rejoice;  7) O Come, All Ye Faithful;  8) While Shepherds Watched;  
9) O Holy Night;  10) Ding dong! Merrily on High;  11) Angels from the Realms of Glory;  12) Hark, the Herald Angels 
Sing;  13) Away in a Manger;  14) I Wonder As I Wander;  15) Good King Wenceslas;  16) Personent hodie;  17) Here 
We Come a-Wassailing;  18) The Twelve Days of Christmas;  19) We Three Kings;  20) What Child Is This?;  21) Jingle 
Bells.  Includes introduction and index. 

 

"#$%&'(   Intergenerational themes for the young and young-at-heart; also, to encourage family devotions and activities: 
816211   Christmas Is Coming! But Waiting Is Hard! 
Family Activities and Devotions for Advent.  This Advent book contains family devotions that focus on connecting 
Jesus and the symbols of Christmas. Each day includes a devotional, prayer, questions to discuss, the meaning of a 
Christmas symbol, and suggested activities to put the scriptures into action. Reproducibles are included to help with 
the symbol activities. 

814054   Advent Jesse Tree 
Devotions for Children and Adults to Prepare for the Coming of the Christ Child at Christmas.  Designed as a 25-day 
devotional guide, this book includes a short devotion each day for both children and adults.  Suggestions for making 
an Advent Jesse Tree with ornaments is included. 

 

"#$%&'(   Various voices (after Epiphany, pick a favorite author and do a book study!): 
819184   Wondrous Mystery 
During Advent we think about a wondrous mystery: that God chose to become human and lived among us.  The 
Savior of the world was born a vulnerable child.  The King who will rule all of creation lies in a humble manger.  This 
book of short daily readings invites readers to reflect on several paradoxes that make up the Advent season: light and 
darkness, peace and strife, solitude and community, simplicity and complexity.  Writers include Barbara Brown 



Taylor, Henri J. M. Nouwen, Esther de Waal, Walter Wink, Sue Monk Kidd, Wendy M. Wright, and other voices from 
Weavings: A Journal of the Christian Spiritual Life. 

816043   Goodness and Light: Readings for Advent and Christmas 
An anthology of selections by beloved writers for every day of the season, from Advent to Christmas to Epiphany.  
Writers include: Frederick Buechner, Richard Rohr, Harper Lee, Willa Cather, Phyllis Tickle, Annie Dillard, Mohandas 
Gandhi, Kathleen Norris, Leo Tolstoy, Maya Angelou, Oscar Romero, and many others.  Contains 48 entries, one each 
for November 21 through January 7.  Includes author index. 

809017   Watch for the Light: Readings for Christmas and Advent 
This anthology offers wisdom, beauty, and spiritual nourishment from a wide spectrum of classic and contemporary 
writers: C.S. Lewis, Thomas Merton, Philip Yancey, Madeleine L'Engle, Henri Nouwen, Kathleen Norris, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, Annie Dillard, Dorothy Day, and many others.  Contains 45 entries, one each for November 24 through 
January 7.  Includes author index. 

 

"#$%&'(   Classic movies 

The film “It’s a Wonderful Life” 

820048   It's a Wonderful Life Study Guide 
A Bible Study Based on the Christmas Classic “It’s a Wonderful Life.”  Designed as a five-session study, five video 
segments are provided online at www.BrownChairBooks.com/videos.  Session titles:  1) I’m gonna see the world!;  2) 
People were human to him;  3) Bankruptcy, scandal, and prison;  4) George, it’s a miracle!  It’s a miracle!;  5) You’ve 
been given a great gift, George.  Participants are encouraged to watch the complete movie before beginning the 
study.  Each participant will need a copy of the guide.  Includes two supplemental guides:  an answer guide and a list 
of Scripture references. 
 
818164   To Live Again 
An Advent Journey Using the Christmas Classic, "It's a Wonderful Life."  Chapters:  Hopes and dreams;  When life 
doesn't go our way;  In the dark times;  The right perspective;  Conclusion.  Includes ideas for using this book in a 
group study. 

815223   52 Little Lessons from It's a Wonderful Life 
A collection of three- and four-page lessons we can learn from the classic film, 'It's a Wonderful Life.'  Lessons 
include:  God honors our childlike faith; Underdogs matter; Perspective changes everything; The essence of life is 
relationships; High ideals are an honorable pursuit; and more. 

107082   Gospel of It's a Wonderful Life Bible Study 
In this four-session DVD study, host Stephen Skelton leads your group through key portions of the movie "It's a 
Wonderful Life" with a string of video clips.  The accompanying leader's guide provides discussion questions that 
focus on each session's biblical principal:  1)  Goodness (17 min.);  2) Godliness (12 min.);  3) Prayers (10 min.);  4) 
Miracles (9 min.).  Kit includes DVD, leader's guide, study guide, and a booklet, "Finding God in It's a Wonderful Life: 
An Interview with Jimmy Stewart." 

 

The book/film “A Christmas Carol” 



820047   Christmas Carol Book and Bible Study Guide 
Book and Bible Study Guide Based on the Charles Dickens Classic “A Christmas Carol.”  Designed as a five-session 
study, this item includes the full text of the book as well as discussion questions.  Session titles:  1) Marley’s ghost;  2) 
The first of the three spirits;  3) The second of the three spirits;  4) The last of the spirits;  5) The end of it.  Each 
participant will need a copy of the guide.  Includes two supplemental guides:  an answer guide and a list of Scripture 
references. 
 
816210   God Bless Us Every One! 
Devotional Inspiration from 'A Christmas Carol' by Charles Dickens.  A collection of 58 devotional readings.  Includes 
Scripture index. 
 
815181   52 Little Lessons from A Christmas Carol 
A collection of three- and four-page lessons we can learn from Charles Dickens' classic book, 'A Christmas Carol.'  
Lessons include:  Growing wiser means getting uncomfortable; It's about more than Christmas; Business isn't life; 
Death is a comma, not a period; It is never too late to change; and more. 

806246   Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol 
With A Four-Week Bible Study for Advent.  This spiral-bound book includes the original text of 'A Christmas Carol' 
complemented by a discussion guide for Christian individuals or groups.  Intertwined throughout the story and the 
guide are the themes of hope, redemption, transformation, the work of the Spirit, and the Christian life.  Session 
titles: Who Am I?; How Did I Get Here?; What Am I Doing?; Where Am I Going? 

103035   Christmas Carol Bible Study 
With practical applications for daily living, this four-session DVD study features a black-and-white film version of 
Dickens' classic story with relevant scriptures for you to use on the teachings of Jesus.  Session titles:  1) Scrooge 
(selfishness), 11 min.;  2) Marley and the Ghost of Christmas Past (Regret), 22 min.;  3) Ghost of Christmas Present 
(Repentance), 15 min.;  4) Ghost of Christmas Future (Salvation), 20 min.  Kit includes DVD, leader's guide, study 
guide, and an annotated version of the novel. 

118069   Redemption of Scrooge 
In this four-session DVD study, author and pastor Matt Rawle examines Charles Dickens's classic novel of brokenness 
and redemption, making connections between the story of Ebenezer Scrooge and the story that Christians tell during 
Advent and Christmas.  Sessions:  1) Bah! Humbug! (8 min.);  2) The remembrance of Christmas past (11 min.);  3) The 
life of Christmas present (12 min.);  4) The hope of Christmas future (11 min.).  The DVD also includes a bonus feature 
-- Interview with Scrooge (16 min.).  Kit includes DVD, leader's guide, and paperback book.  CLOSED CAPTIONED. 

 

Also:  Cokesbury has multiple DVD studies available.  The UMRC has most (all?) of them, although multiple copies of 
the participant book may not be available to borrow.  UMRC DVD studies generally include one DVD, one leader’s 
guide, and one participant book. 


